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At some time or the other, many of us
have been motorists and the watch which
gives satisfaction in ordinary everyday
wear is equally suitable for those oo-
casions when we are driving—or riding,
or golfing or whatnot. This gives point
to one important virtue of West End
watches — they are accommodative.
Their inner sturdiness and strength
.| make them safe time-keepers under all
|| conditions —their outward symmetry
and beauty give pleasurable possessive

Rolled Gold,
10 Years Quality
Rs. 89

Due to irregular arrivalz. it may not be possible to supply
all the patterns advertis:”, but every effort will he made to
execute orders as far as our stocks permit wus to do so.
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HE “rebellion” of the .LLN.
ratings in Bombay was prompt-

1y brought to an end by ‘Sardar
Vallabhai Patel’s timely interven-
tion, but the discontent of which it
was the expression has spread from
place to place lighting a conflagra-
tion of violence which is turning
to ashes many precious things
acquired in the past with great
trouble and labour. We do not re-
fer to material things only, Things
of the mind and spirit such as
orderliness, discipline, respect for
the rights and comfort of fellow-
men, a sense of the value of time
and of the need for a right use of
it to provide society with its needs,
have been and are being destroyed
with the same destructive ardour
shown in the burning of various
kinds of easily accessible property.
Mischief has come to be mistaken
for spirited political demonstration,
and ways of doing mischief have
been sought by way of establishing
prestige. Madras was not neglected
by the spirit of mischief that is
abroad. It took the city captive on
Monday, brought all business to a
standstill and had its fill of the
glory of forcing workers into idle-
ness and causing the maximum of

inconvenience to citizens. All this,
whatever else it may be, is not Re-

volution. The shameful discrimi-
nations of British authority against
Indians in general to the pampering
of everything foreign are of course
not to be put up with by flesh and
blood, and daring defiances against
the system, irrespective of cost to
the defiers, constitute a sign of

political vitality whatever may be
the name given to it’in law. If they
lead to some deaths, the lives lost
are at times sacrifice before the
exalted altar of the national strug-
gle for liberation. We salute all
martyrs who lose their lives and
otherwise suffer in a good cause. But
since all true patriotism is based on
faith in the preciousness of people
and their lives, to allow lives to be
lost purposelessly is not patriotism
but the very reverse of it, madness,
the more menacing and disastrous
when it assumes to itself the name
of patriotism.

No hurt to British power is
caused when rowdy elements make
a nuisance of themselves and suc-
ceed in dislocating all work. Some
time back Dr. Pattabhi Sitara-
mayya, member of the Congress
Working Committee and reputed
commentator on Gandhism gave
instructions to Congress volunteers
to carry lathis to defend them-
selves against Communists, saying
that non-violence was a weapon
designed to be used against the
British. If violence and non-
viclence have to be distributed as
between class and class, we would
have preferred it if he had rever-
sed his advice and reserved non-
violence for domestic use. The
whole philosophy of Gandhism, as
we conceive it, is insulted by the
doctor’s declaration, and it is sur-
prising that even the originator of
the philosophy should have let it
pass without protest. Since the
Doctor spoke, there has been no
lack of the use of violence against
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Communists though it has not
always been used defensively, Nor
has it been restricted to Commu-
nists either. Encouraged in one
guarter, violence has spread beyond
the intended or sanctioned limits
until now it bids fair to become a
normal method of settling internal
political and other differences.

In view of Dr. Pattabhi’s re-
ported statement quoted by us,
Congress leaders cannot divest
themselves of responsibilily for the
sorry happenings of recent days.
Their enormous prestige must
promptly be exercised for the esta-
blishment of correct standards,
especially among students who
need to be saved from deplorably
wasting their time and energy on
madcap adventures that do nobody
any good and do not certainly ad-
vance the inferests of the country
in any wayv. It may be very exhi-
larating to imagine that one is dis-
charging a political duty by joining
a mob and running amuck with it,
but conscience and common sense
must come into play to teach all
but the irreirievably lost that the
rich will get on somehow, while it
will be the poor in their thousands
that will really have to pay the
major part of the price of suspend-
ed work, Work is wealth. Any
diminution of it will hurt most, not
.those who have abundance of
wealth and credit to draw from, but
the needy who have to live on the
return of the day’s labour. Strikes
and the like need to be used with
justification for securing redress for
specific grievances or in pursuit of
a definite clearly-conceived objec~
tive. Striking work without provo-
cation or for the sheer abandon of
it is anti-social; it will only add to

our impoverishment and increase
the starvation already much too

rampam. Among the singular deve-
lopments of the present situation,
not the least singular is the part
being 'Qlayed by Communists in en-
couraging strikes and other forms
of -cessation from work. Do they
contend that the need for uninter-
rupted prodution is less serious now
in the face of the gathering econo-

8

mic crisis than when they con-
demned strikes as sabotage and
rallied labour round indusiry in
order that the war effort may not
suffer?

The Railway Budget

We fail 10 see anything in the
Railway budget to enthuse about.
Little satisfaction is to be derived
from the fact that the Railways
have contributed Rs. 158.43 crores
to the General budget during the
war, augmented the Depreciation
Fund by over Rs. 75 crores, paid off
arrears of dues to the General Re-
venues and debt to the Deprecia-
tion Fu_nd to the tune of Rs. 65
crores in  the aggregate and built
up 2 Railway Reserve Fund of
Rs. 29 crores. In fact, but for the
the novel methods of accounting
adopted last year in writing off the
value of certain tangible assets and
writing down the value of newly
acquired assets on the ground that
they were obtained at inflated
prices and charging these items to
Revenue account, the working of
the Railways during the war would
have been impressive from a finan-
cial point of view, Promises of new
amenities to the passengers of low-
er classes apart, there is no new
teature in the budget. It may be
said that the constitution of a2 Bet-
terment Fund and the transferring
to it of Rs. 12 crores from the Re-
serve Fund is a positive indication
that some of these promises wiil be
seriously considered. We wonder
why this device was not thought of
in the days of abounding prasperity
during the war, except for {he one
attempt made to use the excuse of
betterment of amenities for these
classes of passengers as a justifica-~

tion to increase Railway fares. 1In
any <ansideration of the future of

Indian Railways certain facts stand
out prominently, namely, that the
war has left the Railways badly
battered, that the serious position of
coaching stock will effectively cur-
tail any appreciable increase in
travelling facilities for quite some-
time to come and that an inexpert
administration has been blundering

.

through all the time without at-
tempting to enhvisage a composite
picture of the Railway system. The
different Railway administrations
still maintain, by and large, the
spirit and status that they enjoyed
when they were run by British
companies. The rates and fares that
now obtain have nho scientific basis.
Nor are they designed with flexi-
bility in view so as to make them
adjustable to the cyclical and vary-
ing economic conditions that obtain
in this country. The Railway Con-
vention Committee that was ap-
pointed last year could not proceed
with their work without an accu-
rate picture of the state of obsole-
scence of Railway assets and what
has happened to the Sankara Iyer
Committee appointed to report on
the depreciation of Railway assets
nobody seems to know. In these
eircumstances we would suggest
that the Legislature should not ask
for a mere multirlication of inex-
pert committees of the Leglsla.ture
but for a composite commitiee
wherein the Legislature will be re-
presented side by side with respon-
sible Indians having experience In
the fields of economics, finance,
business and engineering to thre§h
out the problems of the Railways in
all their varying aspects and io lay
down definite principles for future
working of the Railways.
Trust Forfeited

The selection of Congress candi-
dates for the Legislature is now
complete. 'The completion of the
task synchronises with C. R.’s an-
nouncement of his desire to leave
the scene. His exit will deprive the
Madras Assembly of the services of
undoubtedly the ablest parliamen-
tarian of the province, indeed the
whole country. As such it is sym-
bolie of the quality of much of the
human material that will be left.
Some of the selections scarcely. give
any indication of political = sanity.
The first great blunder was com-
mitted when the application of Mr.
T, T. Krishnamachari for a seat in

the Central Assembly was uncere-

moniously turned down. He did ex-~
celient work in New Delhi in the

dark days of 1842, If allowed, his
serviceability would have been far
higher than that of the chosen '
favourites of the parliamentary
board for all the Madras seats put
together, In the selections for the
provincial seats, the omission of
names like Bulusu Sambamurthi,
Unnava Lakshminarayana and K.
Ramakotiswara Rao is indefensible,
They seem to have been put on the
shelf in order that the war-rich in
their localities might step into poli-.
tical prominence. The preference
shown to Guntur Narasimha Rao as
a fit representative for the City of
Madras is a first-rate scandal. He
is bereft of any political import-
ance. It is openly talked about.
everywhere that he paid court to
leaders like Mr. Prakasam and Dr.
Pattabhi by placing them under
obligations to himself in . various
ways, and for all this he has
now claimed and obtained reward.
Such talk could have been dis-
counted if he had outstanding poli-
tical merit on which he could have
taken an independent stand. But
he has none.

Other instances of similar bunc-
ling might be cited, bu} it is un-
necessary. The common man knews
enough now to feel that for reasons
that will not bear scrutiny the dis-~
pensers of Congress iickets betray-~
ed themselves into bestowing them
in not a few cases on obviously
undeserving men. It is evident that .
they banked on the loyalty of the
people for the Congress to secure
votes for their nominees. Since the
ultimate safeguard against wrong is.
public’ good sense, it is time that
people thought seriously of a pro-
tective device to avert the foisting
in their name of unsuitable mem-
bers on the Legislature. For the
sake of clarity, a distinction should

be drawn between being anti-
Congress and falling out of favour

with the office-holders for the time
being in the Congress organisation.
The right of being accepted with-
~ut mmestion has in Madras heen
farfoited as a result of the manner
in which the parliamentary boards
have discharged their duties.
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Sotto Voce

——

Convex Mirrors

A capacity for make-believe is a
wondrous thing, Like the salt of
the Dead Sea it prevents you from
sinking, little though it may re-
fresh the spirit. And how joyous
make-believe can be when you are
. in statw pupillari few who were
privileged to witness the alarums
and cxcurcions on Mount Road
staged for the special benefit of the
Parliamentary Delegation can have
failed to note.

» . . * *

Madras was not, of course, the
only ecity to distinguish herself
thuswise. But we have it on the
high authority of The Student
(organ of the A. 1. S. ¥.) that she
was primus inter pares. Its report
of the Mount Road crisis is & minor
classic. “At Mount Road the. pro-*
cession. was stopped by the Polics.

When the Assistant Commissioner -

of Police asked for the names of .
the leaders the students demons-
trated their fighting unity, shout-
ing ‘We are all leaders’. Even-
tually, again a grand demonstration
of the unity of the students, 4
names, 2 of the MSO and 2 of the
SC, were given and the procession
was allowed to proceed.”

» » %

“We are all leaders”. After that,
. who can say that the students are
not in the vanguard of the freedom
movement? How few of our aspir-
ing Leaders (with. a capital L)
dare say the same thing, -though

they sare all thinking_ it; wou may
bel, and perhaps with Lo nore
respectable credentials? And that
blessed word Unity, how Protean
in its ability to mask the most dis-
similar . -things! The “fighting
unity”—our Indian world is really
a perfect Chamber of Echoes—had
to be sustained by the offer of

w ' '

parity; and MSO and SC, honours -
even, advanced -in triumph hand -

in hand.

» * »

For the benefit of the reader who
may be frightened by the riot. of

initials — happily, nothing mdre

serious happened on that day—let ’

me here explain that the Madras

Students Organisation (a limb of

the All-India body of that ilk)
and the Students Congress were the
principal protagonists in this grand
protest. There were, besides, “in-
dependent students, Congress boys,
Communists, Muslims, scholars and
sportsmen”, truly a piece of
that richly variegated mosaic which
the lovers of the Unchanging
East are so happy to recogmise. ‘And
how gaily they . triptidd * along,
coloured pennons fluttering in the

breeze, cheerful noises from a _

thousand vigorous throats ' filling
the air, ingenuous morning faces
flushed with happiness or the burn-
ing tips of posh cigarettes, schoo!

‘books tucked forgotten under the
‘arm, outriders of the Cycle Corps

deferentially escorting the flappers

at the head of the procession—if -

‘flappers’ may be used without dis-

respect - of those demure self- -
possessed mesdames in shindmering .

sarees,
L] 3 » .

And the upshot? “At" the-'end of
2 hours the Police gave way before -

the wnitad misht of the students
-and - the procession was allowed ‘to .

‘proceed. A victory mxfeh was led .

back to the College and at Fyson

~Park & victory meeting was hald”
‘—so The -Student; ‘which reminds -
“you ‘perhaps of ‘“The Battle of -
B_Ienheim” and the old farmier’s -
vigorous affirmation from hearsay -
that “it: was a ‘mighty victory”, . -

Alas, there was a fly in the oint-
ment. “It was unfortunate”—I
am again quoting from the same
source, though some might regard

_this part ‘of the report as coming

from a hostile witness—‘“that even

" at this hour of united victory K— of

the SC could not refrain from rak-
ing up his quarrels with thé¢ MSC
and the Communists”. Very bad
‘and sad. But when I try to recol-
‘lect the far-off battles of my own
fledgeling days, what can I bring
up to match these fierce en-
thusiasms, these splendid. rival-
ries? Our Napoleons of Notting
Hill were as a rule content to re-
solve their furtive differences by
single combats in mean back-
streets over such primitive temp-
tations .as glass-marbles (with
coloured threads mysteriously let
into them).

* * * .

I find they were even mere back-
ward in the days of the Ramayana.

8ri Rama, going out into exile, dis-
tributed: largesse among “the
students of Veda, so devoted to
their studies that they .did nought
else”. “Lazy by nature and having
a sweet tooth they are be-
loved of the great”, said indul-
gent Ramachandra and he would
not have them stinted in his
absence. Look at that picture and
at this of our Mount Road proces-
sionists, so busy with so many other
things that for one little thing-—their
books—they have no time, and so
free with their fathers’ money in
the sacred cause of “having a gay
time”, though a mouse would’
starve on the minute quantities of
food they peck at. But.in one strik-
ing respect we don’t seem to have

_changed - at all. The great of our

t‘me cherish the ‘students’—how
inconstant are the meanings of
words!--no less. Can it be that in
those convex mirrors they see their
own tragicomic selves reflected?

VIGNESWARA.

CABINET MISSION TO INDIA

_ ‘Muslim League's Success in Punjab Elections-—Need for . .-

redressing grievances of RIN Petsonnel-—Regrettable °

disturbances in Bombay City. |

- About the beginning of- the second
world war H. G. Wells likened the

‘British Empire (and the ruling class

in India) to an_out-dated ship: it
might have served its purpose all right
years ago, but it needed scrapping
now, if disaster was to be averted.
But. Winston Churchill was much too
attached to the good old ship, steadivl
and conservative like the party whic

he had led, and so he could not bear
the thought .of scrapping it (“liqui-
“dating” Empire, as he called it).
But history belies many ctations.
.. The ,pr%gosed Cabinet Mission to

. this_ 3 is an indieation

Tndéaaélb lang laigt the Labour vern—
ant s capvinced et T Sbowd m-

. . plement its oft-expressed. ‘decision’ to

transfer power to Indian hands. There

] - much  significance in  what"
e almister Aihee. stated in e

wato: the mischievous suggestion of

Mr. Eden. that the creation of a con- . that

stitutidhi=fagking ‘body should be
deemed - to be the fesponsibility of

Indians and net that of the Cabinet
M_xssxon. He first demurred to the im-
plication, and- then added: “Umn-
doubtedly it is our intention to set.up
a machinery.in agreement- with Indi-
ans whereby the Indian people them-
selves .will decide their destinies.” The
object of the Mission, as defined, is to
seek as an essential prelimihary “the
widest measure of agreement as to the
method of framing a constitution”
(italics ours), and not complete agree-
ment; so it augurs well for the guccess
of the Mission. The British- Govern-
ment could not possibly divest itself

of .its responsibility for setting up a
constitution-makingy Y, werg itpto

body,
meet with opposition from any one -
quarter. ndeed, even The Times
(London) stresses this point ag the
most hopeful aspect of the proposal.
But the essential pre-requisites for
the success of the Mission are, firstly,
the terms of the draft treaty be-
tween India and Britain (which the
Misslon. is likely to bring with it)
2
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should be consistent with the interests

of India, and secondly, that the Vice-

roy’s Executive Council should be

so reconstituted immediateiy after the

provincial elections as to make it ap-

. proXximate 10 a po*pular Government.
E

Now that the elections to the Punjab
Assembly are over, and the composi-
tion of the new Assembly is known,
speculation is afoot as to the probable
nature of the Ministry to be formed.
Though the League has been returned
as the largest single party with a
strength of 75 in a House of 175, it
could not possibly form a stable Minis-
try without coalescing with the Pan-
thic Akalis (22), the Congress (51) or
the Unionists (21). The Unionists have
suffered a great reverse, as their for-
mer strength of 104 has been reduced
to a pitiable 21, whereas the League
has triumphed—their only signal suc-
cess in the elections so far.

The League is not likely to seek the
support of the Unionists, .in view of
the political bitterness still fresh in
their minds. If League-Akali-Indepen-
dent Coalition and League-Congress
Coalition are excluded as remote pos-
sibilities, the only alternative is a Coa-
lition Ministry of Congressmen, Uni-
onists and Akalis. '

The. Punjab Premier would appear
to have been making overtures to the

Congress Party for some time past,’

and deliberately cultivating its friend-
ship with a view to forming a Con-
gress-Unionist Coalition. Whether such
a coalition would become an effective
factor would however depend upon the
attitude ol the Akali Party (22) who
would appear to be holding the key
position in the Punjab Legislature.
The Akalis are expected shertly to
decide their attitude towards the
Congress ar:d the League,
* *

_The recent strike in the Royal In-
dian Na\_ry as well as its sequel have
their spfings in deep-rooted distrust
of the rulers, particularly in the
tense political atmosphere now pre-
vqﬂing in the country. No greater
mistake could be made by authority

than to seek to deal with such mani-

festations with a ‘Arm’ hand. as is
generally © the first impulse. Real

stalesmanship demands imagination

and insight into ihe ‘¢hiracter of such

o
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symbolic protests, rather than ready

rei\;iation.

M. R. Masani (Congress) pointed
out during the adjoummeni%n’otibn
which was carried in the Lentragl As-
sembly on the subject, that the ‘grie-
vances of the naval ratings had Been

simmering for a long time, and there’

was a feeling of insecurity among them
consequent on the successive or(giers of
demobilisation which hagd resulted in
about 17,000 men being discharged.
Under the RIN rules they could not
secure the redressal of their grievan-
ces. What were they to do in the cir-
cux;nstances?' A too narrow interpre-
tation of military rules of discipline
should be deplored in such instances.
The Indian personnel in the RIN have
fa; too lon_g put up with invidious
discrimination in regard to pay and
lxx{u;g conditions as compared with
British personnel. The situation wor-
sened as a result of mishandling by
the immediate authoritieg concerned.
Mr.' Maso_n. the War Secretary, has
promised in the Central Assembly
debate to institute inquiries into
the whole question. It is how-
ever of the utmost importance
that' the disparity in pay and
service conditions between Indain
and British personnel should disap-
pear, the ofﬁc_ering should be compie-
tely (and rapidly) Indiahised, and the
detence services should i fact be'used
only for the purpose for which they
are 1ntendgd and not for being sent
out to foreign lands to suppress freet
dom movements in other countries, as
had lately been our regrettable expe-

_rience,

% *

How apposite is the saying, “Hell is
paved with good intentions!” As a
result of what was intended to be de-
monstrations in sympathy with .the
RIN strikers an orgy of violence on
an unprecedented scale prevailed in
Bombay City for a few days. At the
time of writing official figures to hand
show, that 210 died and over 1,000 were
injured, let alone the loss of property.
The most distressing part of the whole
affair was that, even after the naval
ratings had cslled off the strike and

went back to work, the disturbances
in the city .continued, necepsitating
mlhi_ars' action to restore order, with
the inevitable toll of innocent lives.

It is strange but true that what
is fast happening in and about us
goes totally unnoticed while we
spend our passions in argument.
All the time what we argue about
is actually being imposed on us
whether we like it or not, and
whether we ask for it or not. Ever
since 1939, the State in India has
been imposing regulations on w}ngt
previously was only the indivi-
dual’s concern. Congressmen may be
banning the Communists from
coming into their company. Capital-
jsts may be hovering about _the
Congress hoping for alliance agaxqst
economic revolution, But meanwhile
the stress of the war and the
famines that follow it have.evolv_ed
an intense State-control which daily

grows more intense and wider in

ccope. The inconveniences of this
enforced and erratic State-control

are gathering force which one day
will reach a point when people
must begin to think whether a
more fully planned regulation of
life should not take the place of
Delhi Socialism. )

Where there is plenty, competi-
tion and profit-motive may he

At the Gﬂfﬂ’ oals

..[ =z §.Ra ja 3ojnalachari,

allowed full play over means of
production, but when resources are
limited, we cannot escape the wiser
course of planned production and
distribution. The point has been
reached when we suffer from
shortage in almost everything. We
cannot escape planned economy
and national control unless indeed
we prefer ruin with individual
liberty to life under restrictions.
Where the power that controls the
State has no relation to the will of
the masses, life may go on along
the rut of past habit. But as soon
as substantial power has passed to
the people who suffer the distress
consequent on shortage of supplies,
we cannot escape Socialism. In
dealing with rice or kerosene oil,
no onie has questioned the propriety
of State-controls and of State-re-
gulation imposed during the war.
On the contrary, most people ask
why control is lax or deficient.
The time has arrived when
we must take it for granted
that regulation is gssential and the
theory of free competition and profit
motive must be banished as having
no place in a land of all-round
shortage. The only question is what
form of Socialism or community-
control is best suited for this coun-
try and for our people, i.e., for the

conditions of space, population and
culture which we cannot alter at

short notice or at all.

The most important question is
whether life should be controlled
from the centre or whether regu-
lation should be largely decen-
tralised. To regulate things from
Delhi or even Bombay or Madras
is to follow the German pat-
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tern, And that is what is being
blindly attempted now. The condi-
tions under which India has to pass
from laissez faire to regulation are
such that central control necessa-
rily leads to corruption, error and
widespread distress. A small coun-
try and a homogeneous intelligent
population can be managed more
efficiently and econemically by cen-
trally controlled regulation than by
numerous local authorities. Such
may be the case in Holland or Eng-
land. But the execution of any so-
cialist plan in India to be tolerably
free from error and corruption, must
be decentralised. Place differs from
place, and the divisions among men

and groups in the same place

are understood only by those that
suffer and enjoy those differences.
Regulation is easy for the local com-
munity and imposs:ble for a central
authority. To take the easiest ex-
ample, a village panchayat knows
how many want par-boiled rice,
how many polished rice and
how many half-polished rice, and
who would with pleasure accept a
quota of millet or preserved fish
and who would look upon it as mi-
sery inflicted by authority on a sub-
ject population. Delhi regulation
would make a mess of it. Village
committee regulation would on the
other hand be just and efficient and
revive civic conscience as nothing
else can.

Socialism, then, must be decent-
ralised and local committees given
authority. By ‘authority’ is meant
authority to decide, not opportunity

. There could be no valid
lionaire and the starving man

into slavery for a morsel of £

us f

to report and wait for decision.
Actual life cannot follow the
fecretariat model of routine files,
piling paper on paper from helow
upwards. Local authority must play
a real part in the Socialist machine
and local authority must mean the
actual people who touch things
wi tl}eir own hands and not those
who simply deal with symbolic
representations of them on paper
which, however well-shaped, are

not so thoroughly realised as the
things themselves.

What about corruption of local
authorities? Well, I can say this;
that when asked to distribute
actual food and clothing or me-
dicine or oil, a loca] panchayat
dare not be unjust. A licence can
bp corruptly brought from a univer-
sity graduate who was honest until
he was appointed to authority in a
Central Secretariat, but when the

Harijans in a village want their just"

quota of cloth or food-stuff out of
the stock belonging to the village
and which is seen and handleq by
the people as g whole, the
traditional culture of India is still
so strong and intact that loca]
representatives of the people hand-

ling the rice or the cloth dare not
commit sin, g

It is not my intention to go
over the ground in detail, but just
to indicate where we stand and
what road we should take. Decen-~
tralised regulation has a far better

chance. than bureaucratic central
regulation.

contract hetween the mil-
rgady to cell himself

Aﬁel‘ 150 years of British rule, bent on preparing
or full self-government, we produced two Bri-

gadiers, one of whom was despalched to America as

an exh

14

ibit, to show the remarkable progress achieved !

—Sir C. R. Reddi.

SIDELIGHTS : :

Character is a diamond that

ratches every other stone.
> —BARTOL.

I saw her for the first time some
seventeen years ago. It was at‘ a
meeting addressed by Mahatma
Gandhi. She occupied the front row
of the huge audience. She had a
Khadi garland in her hand with
which, at the appropriate mo‘ment,
she garlanded the Mahatma. Some-
thing in her appearance jmmediate-
ly attracted my attention. It rr}ust
have been the joy, the elgtlpn,
the exhilaration of soul shining
through her eyes as she hung on t_he
words of the great man. ancer}ty
has great power. Some secret of in-
fluence in it compels, first the at-
tention of strangers, and then turns
them into devotees. Her looks, her
mien, the concentrated, unsqlf—
conscious abandon of her })eanpg
made a pretty picture of sincerity
that was a thing of beauty in
itself—so that a vivid vision of‘ it
still clings to me over all these in-
tervening years. That day I be-
lieve I completely neglected the
Mahatma. Again and again I l,fept
on asking myself, “Who is she?

Some ’time later, Chance, in the
form of friend O. P, mad@ us
acquainted. The acquaintance ripen-
ed into friendship in a matter of
days. O. P. is a character by him-
self. Now he is committed to pro-
pagandist glorification .?f Cl}lang
Kai-shek in New Delhi’s Chinese
Consulate. In those days he ha}d
just spiritedly thrown up a post in
the Madras Corporation’s service
by way of protest against ‘British

rule in India. He was given to im-

parting a cosmic importance to his

own individuality and whatever

.came out of it in the form of im-

. Non-violence was always
g:ls};eiss lips. But he regarded all
who differed from him in the slight~
est particular with surpnsqd an-
noyance and poured out cpntmually
vials of far. from non-violent de-

Atchamamba

iati i He
nunciation on thplr heads.
divided his admiration then between
Mahatma Gandhi and Atchamamba.

0. P. ;nd myself received in 1932
perhaps the unmercifullest trounc-
ing that it ever fell to the }ot of
Congress volunteers to receive at
police hands in this part of the
country. For picketing a foreign
cloth shop in China Bazaar we were
surrounded by a batch of constables
and beaten with the leather-cover-
ed knobs of their canes so crgelly
that marks of the injury inflicted
still endure. The kind doctors of
the General Hospital took three
weeks to repair our lacerated
bodies, while two constables mount-

ed guard over us day and night in
the ward where we were treated as
in-patients (We had been plat_:ed
under arrest on a charge of having
blocked the traffic!). Atchamapra
was then a student of the Medical
College. No police sentry could
stop her. She brought swarms of
her friends to see us, and while they
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tendered sympathy for our plight,
she would go on expatiating angrily
on the wickedness of the British
Government. She completely for
the time being abandoned her stu-
dies and became our nurse. The
hours sped like minutes as, with
graphic gestures, she unfolded re-
volutionary plans for social good
and the country’s liberation.

* L *

It was through her that about
this time I came to know P. Sun-
darayya. Her faith in him seemed to
me misplaced. I took it to be just an
exaggerated form of the way she
had (and seemed to have been boern
with) of mothering with affection,
appreciation, encouragement, feed-
ing, housing and other kinds of care-
taking, not to speak of whirlwind
campaigns of enthusiastic boosting,
whoever approached her in a pat-
riotic guise. Sundarayya’s unosten-
tatious exterior made it difficult for
new-comers to rate him immediate-
ly at his proper worth, Perhaps
also at that time, I was yet in that
callow stage when it gave no plea-
sure to hear a valued friend wax-
ing eloquent over another’s great-
ness. But of one thing there could
be no doubt. Sundarayya’s whole
being was in those days steeped in
Gandhism. He led a life of ascetic
simplicity. His frugality was amaz-
ing. It was no exhibitionist indul-
gence with an eye on the public.
It was the surface counterpart of
a fanatic conscience that left no
room for private property, luxury
or personal pleasure. The only
thing un-Gandhian about him was
his voracious pouring over books.

Sundarayya was one of many
whom Atchamamba forced out of
t_heir shells of diffidence, frustra-
tion, loneliness and what not, and

with her buoyant good humour and
companionable helping hand, set

lrmly on Solid paths of political

work and social service along which

they have found contertment and
fulﬁlmen.t‘if not distirction and
opportunities for leaCership. She
made he*rself in making others.

* ®

Her evolution from andhism to
Communism came from the disilly-
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sionments of g

ctual experi ir
the course of t beliehce in

I 00 sincer ivi
glong lines of work laied adgggnrg)gf
the Mahah:na. Discontent at the
power of rich landlords and capi-
talists at the expense of poor
lgbourers, Wwage-earners and the
like has led to mahy defections
fronq the Congress fold to the Com-
munist Party, It may be called a
revolt, but a revolt not of laggards
but of zealots. Those not suscepti~-
ble to the consolations of medita-
tion and spirituality in the face of
wrongs and difficulties have been
particularly drawn to it

* » »

Atchamamba is a doctor by pro-
fession and in that capacity renders
free service to the poor. The desti-
tute, the ill-treated and the shatter-
ed of her sex are by her befriended
cured apd made hale, taught usefui
occupations like nursing and mid-
wifery, and turned into highly servi-
ceable .sqcial workers, Her home is
@he tra{nlng ground for unceasingly
industrious cultural squads. She
wears no jewels. Crusading against
the craze for jewellery so rampant
among rich and poor women alike
she has been labouring to create a;
hew consciousness of feminine dig-
nity based, not on a doll-like state
of bedecked adornment for man's
pleasure, but on work, economic
self-help and active participation
In movements conducive to social
progress and public welfare., From
her emanates a vast educative and
protective  activity taking in its
stride  custom-harassed women,
illiterates, kisans, coolies, ration-
seekers in the throes of food short-
age, expectant mothers, disease-
stricken sufferers, victims of do-

mestic or social tyranny, having as
its natural consequence a slander
campaign against her orsanisgq by

powarful eléments in society assail-
ed by it directly or indirectly and
threatened with dislodgement from
their traditional position of privil«
ege and dominance. But hers is an
intrepid soul with grit and philoso-
phy epough to pursue its high pur-
}%{;:?{SAIH defiance of all vilifiers.—

LIFE’S SILHOUETTES

A Short Story

Rahim was a patriarchal-looking
grand old man. He had a flowing beard
of white silvery hair that gave him a
very venerable appearance. In jail
pariance he was a black cap. “Black
cap” is the name given to a convict
undergoing sertence for murder. We,
political priscners, loved to theorise
over the human identity of all classes
of prison-inmates, and in our moments
of proletarian fervour called the shar-
pers, thieves and worse paying for
their offences with hard labour lov-
ingly as “practical Communists”. But
in our heart of hearts, we reserved for
them the role of servitor to minister
to our comfcrts. We ordered them
about as if they were in our pay, and
when any of them failed in alacrity
of service, our anger knew no bounds
and we rushed 1o the deputy jailor's
office demanding that he should be
punished at once suitably. But with
Rahim . none took any liberties. His
gentleness, and something in-his bear—
ing which seemed to belong to a differ-
ent world marked him for deferential
treatment for all. o

There wag intense curiosity among
the ‘politicals’ about Rahim and his
past. Many legends went round the
cells about him. All stories concurred
in a few particulars. It was said that
he was charged with killing a Hindu
when communal riots broke out in his
town; and that passion ran so high
that when the judge ‘that tried him
pronounced the lesser senience of
iransportation for life, the enraged
mob surrounding the court clamoured
for the death sentence and threatened
to take the law into their own hands.
Rahim was taken by a back-door un-
der heavy guard to save him {rom
mischief at the hands of the violent
crowd that thirsted for his blood.

It was mere chance that revealed to
me the {rue story of this extraordi-
nary man. Some of the jail vyarders
are historians in disguise burying the
light of unsuspected profound knowl-

edge of strange forgotten happenings
of ygarg ago under the unpromsing
exterior of a ridiculous uniform. Wha{
yarns they can spin, and what rich
drama unearth from the dead past if
only you can break the ice of their
habitual reserve and lure them into
a festive anecdotal mood! In return
for some slight service done by me,
one of them waxed talkative one sul-
try night when sleep would not come,

and in friendly confidential remini-
scence, recounted to my eager ears
Rahim’s amezzing story.

II

Santa was a widow in  her
teens living under the protection
of Chandran, her deceased hus-
band’s brother. She was not very
pretty, but abundant animal health
and symmetry of body attracted to her
the attention of passers-by wherever
she went. Her parents were very
poor and died a month after she
became a widow in a cholera epide-
mic, leaving her destitute. She was
left houseless with no means of living.
It was then that she went over to
Chandran’s place. None of her nearer
relations could afford to give her .a
home. Chandran was not married yet.
An elder sister, Padma, kept house for
him. She served to placate the proprie-
ties for making it socially possible for
a young attractive Hindu female with-
out a husband to live under the same
roof with a marriageable bachelor
brother-in-law.

Chandran was a creature of the
conventions. Whatever he felt was ex-
pected of him, he did spontaneously.
Convention was the key to such virtues
as he possessed. He irritated the un-
conventional and was held forth as &
pattern by orthodox snobs. Physically
he was well made. People took to him at
first sight, but on closer acquaintance,
felt him to be rather a bore. He tam-
pered furtlively with the respectability
which he worshipped openly, with pur-
suit of sensual excitment in imagina-
tion. In Santa the mating instinct cried
out for fulfilment with the combined
urge of robust physical vigour and
the reactions of forced abstinence from
conjugal experiences on an adolescent
organism hungering for thrills. She
required something outside herself to
lose herself in. Having neither work
nor husband to engage her super-

abundant vitality, she fell into a dis-

equilibrium which made up for
Chandran’s surface inhibitions and

drew ouf the hedonist in him.
Padma’s sole joy copsisted in making
others miserable. Righteousness be-
came a terrible weapon in her hands.
She gave no quarter to sinners. When
presently Santa was found to be with
child, she worked herself into a fury
and saved her soul from contaming-
tion by driving the poor woe-begone
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girl out of the house. Chandran looked
helplessly on. Compassion and respect-
ability in the form of cowardice fought
a fierce battle in his remorse-stricken
heart. Cowardice won, and he kept dis-
creetly quiet, not intervening, leaving
Santa to her fate.

111

Hamid was a carpenter. His family
had known better days. His father
was a trader who had made a fortune
and lost it all through gambling in
races when Hamid was ten years
old. He did not long survive his mis-
fortune. Left an orphan, Hamid was

tossed about here and there and some- .

times descended to theft and pilfering
to keep body and soul together. A
kind man taking pity on him taught
him his own trade and brought him
up as a son. Thenceforward he found
security and a home, but the earlier
buffetings in the hard school of ad-
versity imparted to his character a
rich comprehension that went out in
loving sympathy to all beings in dis-
tress, In his own mind he equated
wrong-doing with hard luck, and he
hated the puritans who bullied others
for their imperfections. This was the
only hatred he was capable of.

Hamid loved to loaf. He had gone
far out into the country without reali-
sing that nightfall was imminent. When
just about to return he espied Santa.
She had come miles away from her
‘neighbourhood. Padma’s propagandist
zeal for righteousness had preceded her
everywhere and perfected the ground
for pitiless treatment which first dazed
her and then landed her in the ex-
haustion of blank despair. She mecha-

nically kept walking on and on. When ,

tited she sank down. When the op-
pression of static condition became un-
endurable she got up and dragged her
wearied limbs along tilt she broke
.down again.

When Hamid came across Santa, the
last little particle of sensitiveness to
pain had been just that moment knock-
ed out of her, and into her eyes had
come a demented look which seemed

to be impervious to immediate sur-
roundings.
v

Twenty years later: At the big fair

in the city, -a happy family group
went about from booth to booth. It

consisted of Hamid, now grown past -

middle age, locking serene and benign
with all the marks of happiness an
an unclouded conscience on his jo-
Yous face ennobled by many acts of
kindness and generosity. With him
were a youngster who addressed him
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as fathe:r and a4 woman ' whom he
called Kurshid, Every little gesture
of hers shone with devotion for Bamid.
Her hair was streaked with gray, and
that. was the only sign of age she
carrled.. She was physically perfect,
presenting to the onlooker’s eye a
figure that any master-sculptor would
have loved to have for a model. Ker
face on nesrer view wag even more
arresting. Qut of the distilled essence
of sorrow, beace, transformed into
contentment, seemed to radiate from
her eyes and the whole ensemble ot
hex: features, suggesting, in some mys-~
terious way, g back-ground of drama
and romance. People who looked at
her found themselves somehow moved
without understanding why, They were
impelled to 100k again., And again and
again.

_Kurshid was ouy Santa of the eur-
lier part of this story. That day, years
4go, when the gaint in Hamid met
the sinner in Senta for the first time,
Destmy started the pattern of a unique
inter-dependence of twq souls, each
poles asunder from the other, and
for that VEry reason perhaps, finding
in companionship of the other an ideal
medium for evolving into its best,

Hamid housed, ted and hursed San-
ta tenderly, Gratitude gave Santa the
culture of truth. She made a clean
breast of her whole story, uncongeious-
ly providing just the stimulus that
worked on the heart-strings of Hamid
dxvmxsipg him into overpowering pity.
From pity sprang love. He married her
and adopted as his own the child that
was born, and very soon, the affinities
of a happy marriage gathered them
into a common religion. Rahim, whose
identity you might have guessed, was
brought up as a Muslim boy.

After visiting the booths the happy
family was wending its way back when
a beggar woman asked piteously for
alms.

“Poor woman, let us give her some-
thing”, said Kurshid. X

The sound of Kurshid's voice seem-
ed to startle the woman. She peered
closely at her.

“You! Santa” she exclaimed.

Rahim turned to his mother. “Why
does she call you Santa?”, he asked.

She did not appear to have heard
him. He saw a look of terror on his
mother'’s face such as he had never
seen there before.

A month later Rahim was arrested
on a charge of having stabbed and
killed Chandran in the course of the
Hindu-Muslim riots that had broken
out in a town some distance away
from where he lived—PREM.,

-r'=_——’_—————'——_':
' “Vani Vilas”
, P. R. Square
Madras.

You are undoubtedly the most distifx-'
guished and well-known jewellers in
South India to-day. Your name is sparkling

even as your diamonds.

The jeweller's art in India has been

celebrated thr oughout the

world from time out of memory.

Some recent achievements of

yours in that lovely art are
indeed memorable.

] am glad to be able to testify to your

work having always been _careful,

straightforward, “artistic and quite satis-

factory. 1 hope that your business will

continue to progress in future so as to

advance your name and fame through-
out India.

B.A, BL.

Expressed

y
JEWELLERS

V 313, Esplanade, Madras.

V. V. SRINIVASA IYENGAR,
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C. R—A Tribute

By SIR ALLADI KRISHNASWAMI IYER

Though I am loath to enter into the
arena of controversial politics, my
close association with Sjt. C. Raja-
gopalachariar for over thirty years
compels me to write a few Jines on his
decision to keep out of the present
election.

From the state of his health at pre-
sent, I do not grudge him his longing
for peace or to be free from the bustle
and turmoil of acrimonious political
controversy, at least for a time.
Though seemingly cold and purely in-
tellectual in his cast, he is highly sen-
sitive to unjustifiable aspersions which
do not take into account the deep
springs which form the foundation of
his public life and character.

Though, at first, an ardent protago-
nist of the constructive programme
and of the boycott of the Legislatures
so long as there was no devolution of
power, he was one of those mainly
responsible for the Congress shoulder-
ing the responsibility of Government
in the year 1937. It is acknowledged
on all hands, British and Indian alike,
that by far his was the most success-
ful of the Congress Ministries in the
whole of India. It is hardly realised
that within a span of two years dur-
ing which the Congress Government
was working in this province, he
tried to put through every one of the
major reforms to which the Congress
was pledged. At that time the com-
plaint was not that the Government
was slow and inactive but that it went
too fast. It is only the Government
of which Mr. Rajagopalachariar was
the head, that was able ta place on the
statute-book within a short span of
two years measures relating to a good
number of items in the programme to
which the Congress was committed. It
is doubtful whether any other Con-

gress Ministry in the rest of India
could claim the credit which the Con-

fress Ministry in Madras was en'itled
0.

Not Opposed To Andhra Province
There have been criticisms in re-
gard to the attitude adopteq by the
Congress Government in regard to the
measures adopted for the maintenance
of public orgier and for the preserva-
tion of friendly relations with the
neighbouring States during the time
the Congress Government wag in

20

power. I am also aware of a feeling
prevalent amongst some of my Andhra
friends that Mr. Rajagopalachariar
was opposed to legitimate Andhra
claims and aspirations, But I trust
they will forgive me if 1 say that there
Is no justification for such a feeling
with some knowledge of the inner
counsels and the inside working of the
Congress regime in Madras. 1t is un-
true to say that Mr. Rajagopalachariar
was against the formation of an
Andhra province or was opposed to
the promotion of schemes for the in-
dustleal. and agricultural betterment or
the irrigational expansion in Andhra
Desa. He, more than any other, was
responsible for the settlement of the
long-standing dispute with Hyderabad
which was an essential prerequisite
for pushing through the Tunghabha-
dra project. The testimony of the
eminent Special Engineer then de-
puted by the Nizam’s Government was
that a problem which had challenged
solution for a long time had been
tackled by Mr. Rajagopalachariar and
his Cabinet with remarkable success.
1 can very well recall the Rt. Hon, Sir
Akbar Hydari telling me after a Con-
ference summoned at the instance of

/Mr. Rajagopalachariar that there can

be no better bargainer for the presi-
dency than C. R.

Clean And Incerruptible

Even the worst criticis of Mr, Raja-
gopalachariar will have to bear testi-
mony to the clean and incorruptible
character of his administration, Judged
from ordinary standards, his friends
who looked for favours tp him might
have Something to complain against
in that he did not yield to the normal
human weakness of succumbing to the
importunities of friends and partymen

in the arduocus task of administfering
the affairs of the province,

It i Uhnecessary to dilate upon his
alert intellect, his resourcefulness in
debate and the remarkable skill which
he dxsplayed. in the proceedings of
Select Committees, My experienced
and talented friend, Mr. R. V. Krishna
Aiyar, for a long time Legislative
Secretary, would bear testimony to the
fact that his work ag Legislatiye
Secretary was very much lightened
during the Select Committee meetings
and in the general meetings of the

Legislature by the skill with .whxch he
handled the legislative machinery. It
is a great source of pleasure to me
that I was of some little help to him
in the various legislative measures
which he and the Government of
which he was the head were respon-
sible for. Often-times, he would take
a hifit over the ’phone on a knotty
constitutional or legal point and he
would give life and shape to any point
or solution suggested. L

After the Congress Ministries had
laid down their office in the different
provinces in India, and the events tljlat
happened in 1942, he took up a line
different from that of some of his
frusted old colleagues including
Mahatmaji on certain emergent issues.
It will not be gainsaid that it requires
a greater courage sometimes to differ
from one’s old and tried friends and
colleagues than to sail with the cur-
rent and to fall in with the majority.
Even on such an issue as Pakistan,
C. R. has been misunderstood. Whe-
ther his proposals are sound and ac-
ceptable to the nation or not, or Whe—
ther in the face of the intransigent
attitude of Mr. Jinnah, Pakistan can
be a wise or feasible solution for the
political emancipation of India, there
can be no doubt that even in regard
to that Mr. Rajagopalachariar’s atti-
tude was dictated by the highest pa-
triotic and political considerations to
solve the Indian political tangle.

The best vindication of the position
he took up is the line taken by no less
a person than Mahatma Gandhi in his

TIT-BITS:

Theodore Dreiser worked on 8
different American newspapers from
Chicago to New York, a section of
the world’s Press much praised in
India now. To be sent out on @
story, work hard to get the facts,
write the same, turn them in to the

city editor, and the same day or

the next find the facts altered or
the whole story killed, proved to

him to bea very familiar experience,

He himself described the experi-

‘ence thus: “In Pittshurgh you

couldn’t talk about the steel.mas~
ters’ cruelties. In Philadelphia nof
a word could be said in favgur ol
striking miners, or the social or
money masters of the city. In
Chicago the big politicians and the
big families were sacred. In New
York wealth (society), never po-

_verty, must be played up.”

2l

attempt to enter into some kind of set-
tlement with Mr. Jinnah.

Under the changed political condi-
tions, he came back to the Congress
fold, but it would be mean to attribute
to him that his conduct was dictatqd
by a desire for grasping power. His
attitude at the Simla Conference that
the people’s representatives should re-
turn to power in the provinces and
assume responsibility at the Centre and
the keen desire which he has evinced
throughout for an Indo-British settle-
ment and the installation of a National
Government, belie any such charge.

Rare Virtues

He is one of the few outstanding
men whom India has produced or the
politics of this couniry has brought to
the fore in recent years. In him is a
combination of virtues and qualities
rarely found together—a highly in-:
tellectual grasp with a practical wis-
dom and sagacity, a power fo arrive
at quick conclusions, a facility to ex-
press himself in unadorned, short,
crisp and simple language, an unri-
valled power of debate, an apparently
cynical manner behind a deep and
subdued emotional nature. At this
juncture, when the country is con-
fronted with serious food and other
economic problems, when fateful
decisions are awaiting solution in
Indo-British relations, when the coun-
try is, as I hope, on the eve of great
constitutional changes, his presence as
a member of the Government would
have been an incalculable advantage.

[These tit bits are collected from
books and magazines. No claim is
made to c¢riginality. Readers are
also invited to contribute.]

So one day, while working for
the New York World he made a
solemn pact with himslf there and
then to quit what he named the
“Harlot Press” for good, and never
again to take a reporter’s job on
any newspaper anywhere, even
though he starved. “And I did so

quit’’, he tells, ‘“and fairly ap-

‘proached starvation before I cut

into the editorial and magazine
field where at last, little food or
much, 1 could write what I knew

to be s0, and sell at least enough
of it to be able to live.”

Theodore Dreiser is regarded by
fome as America’s greatest writer.,
He narrowly missed the Nobel Prize
and his admirers hold that he was

burposely made to miss it for sinis-
ter reasons,
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A Warning to Artists

by .

DEBI PRASAD ROY CHOWDHUR

A warning to artists not to be
tied too much to tradition is
sounded by Debi Prasad Roy
Chowdhury, in his address at
New Delhi on 2nd March, as
President of the All-India
Artists’ Conference.

POINTS FROM THE ADDRESS :

Joy is the ultimate end of a creative
function. Art is one such function. It
infuses life into joy for a longer period
than just a fleeting moment. A thing
of beauty made radiates its virtues
not only to the creator of it but also
to those who are endowed with the
quality of receptivity. This quality is
the capacity to see the truth under-
lying the beautiful.

An indifferent approach to the beau-

tiful will have no better result thar
a fruitless endeavour, because art ic
not for all.

‘Let us compare two portraits, one of
a king and the other of a beggar. The
painter of royalty is a novice and that
of the beggar a master artist. If the
two pictures are compared and their
gualities assessed on the intrinsic
values of pictorial theme, the beggar’s
portrait will be held in awe and exal-
tation and not the king's though the
latter may claim appreciation on the
ground of the sitter’s position.

To understand the beauty of a pic-
ture in keeping with its subject mat-
ter, contact with the concealed skill
of the artist is indispensable—the skill
is the language——the vehicle that con-
veys the spirit of the effect to the
receptive. It is the life-giving elemen®
which can make a dumb, dead, flat
canvass live and speak.

The range of the standard of beauty
ig so widely spread that its magnitude
cannot be surveyed with a preconceiv-
ed ideal or given formula. It may be
said that a scene of horror is no less
beautitful than the altar of -a divine
service in its particular sphere. Slums

‘in their grim poverty and agony are
‘no less a pictorial subject than the

grand courtyard of a palace where
beautiful damsels assemble, decorated
with jewels and gems and dance ir
rhythm to please the master. The
former is a picture of pathos and the
Jatter may be a scene of lust,

Debi Prasad Roy Chowdhury.

The modern artist is not privileged
to isolate himself from disturbing facts
as his predecessors could. He is not
only involved in economic problems
but is also perplexed by successive
invasions of foreign influence directed
by current issues of fashion. They are
ever changing, ever fleeting. If one is
accommodated, the other strikes.a new
note, and before the discord of the new
is adjusted in tune, it is foungd to be:
out of date. Hence the question of dis-
tinguishing the alive from the dead
keeps the artist preoccupied, limiting
his freedom to pursue the path of his
own choice.

It is absurd to imagine that we
could revert to the mental equipment

-of primitive men, having all the bene-

fits and shortcomings of civilization,

A full-grown adult having all the
cunning angd. shrewdness that higher
intelligence confers, trying to be inno-
cent Hke a child, proves that some-
thing is wrong somewhere.

. Tradition has a value of its own. Tt
'3 a history of the past. But confining
c neself to lost glory and exhuming the
dead fror_n the burial ground is a job
;}lx::\ye&nsm&he artist only fo the

ation, w -
peat and pux here-hie must re
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LIMITATIONS OF RATIONING FOR PREVENTINGSTARVATION

FOOD PROBLEM CANNOT BE SOLVED. WITHOUT

THE food crisis is closely connected
with an even greater -crisis

that is looming threateningly, the

unemployment crisis.

Railway and postal workers,
signallers and employees in engi-
neering, tailoring, tanning, muni-
tion making and similar establish-
ments are being fast disbanded as
a result of the cessation of war
effort.

The recent closure of the Avadi
military camp (near Madras) threw
some 18,000 persons into the ranks
of the rnerploved. More camps are
being closed in quick succession,
throwing an increasing number on
the streets.

An enormous volume of employ-
ment was provided in the war years
by the Military Accounts Depart-
ment of which the educated indi-
gent took the fullest advantage.
Clerkships without limit went a-
begging. That is now coming to an
end. War employees are being dis-
gorged from the havens that gave
them temporary asylum during the
war.

Demobilisation is throwing back
on civil life a huge mass of people
that had hitherto conferred impor-
tance and advertisement on the
world’s largest volunteer army,

In the war years, despite the high
cost of living, human labour be-
came valuable, and in most families
more members earned wages than
ever before. Such families are now
threatened with loss of bread-
winners..

* * *

IN times of sparse employment, the

general tendency is for people
to rush from the villages to the
towns. In 1942, when the Japancse
menace was at its gravest, (o
authorities in charge of adminiz-
tration on the eastern border of
Bengal fell into a panic and created
unemployment - by burning some
500,000 boats. They feared that the
boats might otherwise fall  into
Japanese hands. Those. that had
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Iqeen depending on the boats for
hvglihood exhausted the compen-
sation they got in a few days on
liquor, and finding nothing to do,
marched on already overcrowded
Calcutta. With the loss of boats,
supply of fish, great mainstay of
the Bengali’s diet, went down, and
forced many to join in the general

exodus to the metropolis in search
of food.

The vast masses of the unem-
ployed that are now being rapidly
a.dded to will, as in Bengal at the
time of the famine, soon find their
way to the big cities all over the
country.

Their advent will be taken full-
est advantage of by capitalist
employgrs to depress the level of
wages in all but those sections of
their establishments calling for
technical skill of special kinds.

* »*

*
NOW forl the reception that the
unemploye i i
it ployed will get in the
Work they will not et in

measure ample enough tg affect atrllli
snuatlop, since no party likely to
come into power hag bestowed
earnest thought on economic pro-
grammes capable of ready imple-
mentation for absorbing al] the
avalla‘ple labour of idle hands. The
men in organizational control of
the Congress, at least in this part
of the country, are far too bitterly
engrossed in squabbles gver leader-
shlp. and too doggedly given to self-
glorificatory pats on their own
b.acks over tl?eir Supposed revoly-
tionary cxploits of three years ago
to be able to bring a balanced minci
to pear. In a constructive social
Spirit, on problems of immediat

urgency affecting the welfar la(;:’
the people. It is likely that pgwgr

BY KHASA SUBBA RAU
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I FOR ALL

dole as a primary privilege of
citizenship. The dole is by some
regarded as a disintegrating fac-
tor, since it substitutes for self-
help a habit of depending on
free gifts of money in exchange
for nothing, a habit demoralising
to the supposed beneficiary, and
destructive of his dignity and status
as a worker. The late President
Roosevelt put the abolition of the
dole and its replacement by all-
round distribution of work for all
at fair wages, in the very forefiont
of his programme on his ascension
to power.

The second variety of State-
insurance is the socialist one.
It does away with the indivi-
dual’s need of dependence on
any sort of gratuitous gift for main-
tenance by incorporating the right
to work for an economic wage as
a fundamental part of the State
constitution.

* »

*

WORK for all is the only scientific
and really effective way of en-
suring a universal food supply and
preventing starvation. All other
methods merely tinker with the
problem, or just provide limelight

for experts and administrators.
The obstacle to the provision ot
work  for all is the established
vogue of capitalist profiteering.
Without a shortage, there can be no
profit, and the artificial creation of
searcity in the interest of profit is
the peculiar technique of capitalist
economics. Brazil, which produced
69 per cent of the world’s coffee
before the war, burnt 15 per cent
of it to check production and keep
prices up, affording a true and
faithful illustration of the weird-
ness of capitalist profiteering going
on everywhere in the world ir

< b
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many disguised forms, The munifi-
cent donations sometimes paid by
millionaire industrial magnates to
good causes that strike the popular
imagination constitute one form of
the disguise.
* * *
TATE measures to promote pro-
duction for universal use will
extinguish the power of the capi-
talist whose hold on our economics
is based on cornering of goods,
commodities and services and the
creation of scarcity. Appropriation
of excess for oneself goes hand in
hand with the creation of scarcity.
This is precisely what hoarders and
profiteers and blackmarketeers do.
Corrupt officials who take bribes
create scarcity of money elsewhere
for the sake of a surfeit of it for
themselves. Society seems now so
permeated with the spirit of self-
appropriation of the good things of
life at others’ expense that the
poison of it has spread even to
movements and institutions avow-
edly existing to fight monopolistic
trends and promote happiness and
plenty for all. Otherwise, how is
‘one to explain the extraordinary
tenderness shown by the Congress
parliamentary boards in the recent
selection of candidates for rich men
of poor merit in preference to poor
men of rich merit?
* * *
FOOD for all cannot be provided
by feats of manipulation con-
ceived as mere administration. It can
be achieved only through pursuit of
right ideas. In a world of restricted
output. necessaries and luxuries con-
verge into .each other, excess in the
one entailing scarcity in the other.
Administrative  measures  for
social security should be harnessed
to a political conscience affording
no quarter to wasters and exploiters
and treating  th as mortal




This drawing w. i .
at work. 8 was made by our artist, Ram Gopal, while Rajaji was

RAJAJL TO GANDHIJ : “ What i
/ H atl you said about i
gtmltirlr”ng~I%€’attlelolccian’ brought upB oll the poisont a:znde 3(1)‘1? l'ftl%eh%g' ﬁcguiﬁﬁ
e Rudra! ow you caen. But it has i
t%) sﬁrong to resist. I haven’t the strength to szzzeit%%yoégn?eﬁgmf bfor aen
all these days. I struggled hard to work without mindin, th' ore mauch
but I give it up now. g the calumniators

“I have often asked myself the i i
f ] question : Is it worthwhile ? it 1
ggg.u . é }nggt t%;eéghttot;hgelgzgzg o;f my he'art not.to_ be m%if}zfi'erst[ogg.el g’hl;
must prove it, although the p‘roo? i? oolfzzrt it Is mat the bk AN

mere proof. hat leaves no good behind but the
“ Now that the u j i

me leave the scene” Tgent job of selections for the Legistature is all over, let
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Profile—C. Rajagopalachari

“I.et me leave the scene”

C. Rajagopalachari concludes,
with this appeal, his letter to
Gandhiji, a superb document ‘whlch
will rank as a masterpiece in the
literature of political controversy
of our or any time.

“He should have done it lo_ng
before”, said one of the ‘“calumnia-
tors” as, with astonishment, he
read the news as it came out of the
teleprinter in his office.

WHY ALL THIS STRUGGLE?

At the height of the Tiruchen-
gode election controversy I asked
C. R. point-blank, why he.should
impose on himself the strain of a
struggle for what, if he just kept
quiet, was bound to come to him
a-begging on its knees. )

He replied that two considera-
tions, weighed with him more than
anything else.

(1) The cost to the public yvould
be great if experienced
politicians  abstained from
seeking responsibility on
critical occasions for the
sake of personal comfort or
dignity or for fear of being
misunderstood. He wanted
to suve the people from
having to bear that cost.

(2) Seeking responsibility is a
political duty. One should
not be deflected from it,
bridegroom-wise, by modes-
ty and similar personal
sentiments, or by calcula-
tions that bank on others’
coming in subsequently with
desired initiatives. In the
course of seeking responsi-
bility vested interests will
have to be fought. Fightiqg
them is itself a part of poli-
tical duty. C.R. said that, so
long as he felt that the
people were on his side, he
would not be frightened by
vested inierests into aban-
doning the struggle.

After his letter to Gandhiji
seeking permission to leave the
scene, I met C. R. and recalled to
him his earlier explanation, “How
did the two considerations which
he emphasized then, cease to have
validity now”, I asked.

He said that the very cost to the
public which he wanted to prevent
could not be prevented even if he
continued the struggle. Deliberate
poisoning of the political atmos-
phere had gone too far for any good
to come. So he abandoned the
scene, giving in to a desire for
relief which he had resisted with
great strain to body and mind, so
long.

MERE PROOF AND NO <OOD
BEHIND .

Kamaraj Nadar and his friends
are left with a proof—the “mere
proof” with “no good behind”—
that must force them to desist from
any more charging C. R. with
“seeking power”. Will they make
of their triumph anything more
than seeking power? Unenviable
would be their plight should they
fail, especially as it will be measur-
ed against the towering back-
ground of C. R.s renunciation and
the love that the masses are ever
swift to pour out on leaders that
do sacrifice and give up things.

In the course of the anti-C. R.
Press campaign, I am confronted
with many quotations from my
own criticisms of his premiership
disinterred, apparently with con-
siderable labour of research, from
the bowels of old newspaper files.
Had T not said that for power he
was greedy? That he had depress-
ed the hearts of Congressmen by
manifestations of favour for
others? And so forth.

SACRIFICE

_ My answer is that the whole set-
ting of C. R.’s position as political
leader has to me been changed
since 1942. The high pinnacle of
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prestige in the Congress that he
had reached before that year came
by way of Gandhian discipleship.
In that ;ear, he cast away, at one
throw, all the consolidated advan-
tage of a quarter-century of
Gandhian discipleship at its most
favoured,—all for dear love of in-
tegrity, and for striking out for a
faith which he held to be irue
against all dissenters. C. R. should
have known what it would cost.
Not merely parting politicai com-
pany from the companions of a
life-time, above all from Mahatma,
the dearest and mightiest of them
all, but misunderstanding, ostra-
cism, wilderness. To give up what
he gave up, to face what he must
have known he would have to
iace—~this could not have been
done by a seeker for power. There
was sincerity, sacrifice, real hero-
ism in it

I regard it as poor journalism to
refuse to budge from an opinion
once expressed, when overwhelm-~
ing experiences contradicting it
present themselves, -claiming to be
taken into account. One’s own sense
of right is worth nothing if it is to
be made into a fetish before which
all that fends to assail it is to bLe
sacrificed,

REL ETTY

ANOMALIES

V&{hen T find Congressmen, pro-
fessing no interest in parliamen-
tary activities, spending sleepless
pights in intrigues o secure CR.s
exclusion from the same parlia-
entary aciivities; when in the
hame of Revolution I fing rich
men hiring saboteurs while from
safe  backgrounds they waited
for news of the exploits of
their hirelings; when I find thege
same rich men, coming forward to
cash in on the August resolution
in the guise of Congresg patriots;
when 1 find men with no reecord
of public work to their credit but
plenty of reputation for adeptness
In profiteering and black-market-
g, mstalled as legislators without
an iota of competence for the role
~—1 feel that it is not perhaps al.-
together inapt that for one like C.R,
there should be no place in the poli-
tical scene as it ig being shaped by
the provincial organisational lead-
ers of the Congress. Among the
whole crowd of them C.R. shines
ocut as a figure of transcendent
courage and honesty.

Those, that now enjoy the
trimpuh of his exit from the scene
will presently be responsible for
breaking the Congress to pieces in
the name of serving the Con-
gress—~~KHASA,
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You cannot untwist a iwo-thousand yesrs twist

of the human mind and turn it
direction.—Dr. Ambedkar.

in the opposite

Where the State is working under the capitalist

system, how can we make

people rich by Acts of

Parliament 7—C, Rajagopalachari,
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Paradise For

Youth

WHAT WE SAW IN
SOVIET RUSSIA

By W. LAKSHMANA RAO
AND MELLIE SCHOLINGER

[This is the second gnd conclud-
ing part of W. Lakshmana Rao and
Mellie Scholinger’s report of what
they saw in Soviet Russia. The first
appeared in the issue of SWATAN-
TRA dated 23rd February, 1946.]

Think of the years 1934 to 1936—
what a terrible period of slump in
Europe, America, Japan and India!
Increasing unemployment, falling
Wages, soaring cost of living, stan-
dards of life sinking, factories
clogsed down, business houses in
liquidation and banks crashing! It
is difficult to contemplate what ap-
palling sufferings the working
classes had to face, in spite of the
prophecies and promises of pali-
ticians, economists and industria-
lists.

But in that very period, in the
USSR, we learnt, the consumption of
food per head had increased by
approximately 30 per cent. Con-
sumption of bread had increased
two-and-a-half times compared
with the pre-Revolution days, meat
as well as milk consumption had
increased to double per capita, and
people were having three-and-a-
half times as much sugar; since the

Py e ' ‘

The Rising Generation

introduction of
planning, the
use of clothing .
had increased Couect‘-u{e
by half as much  Fermer's Children
per head.

Remarkable Reduction in Prices

The shop windows confirmed
what the official figures proclaimed.
A remarkable thing had happened
during our stay in Moscow. Every-
where—in co-op stores, in the uni~
vermags (department stores), in the
smaller shops and in the Red Arcade
bazaars—notices showed reduction
in prices in all lines of goods, from
25 to 40 per cent! Such a thing, the
reduction of price of all lines of
goods overnight in all the shops,
was unheard of before, and could
not be contemplated in any capital-
ist country, for if such a thing did
happen, it was certain to result in
the closing down of all the business
houses and in disaster to the mil-
lions engaged in the manufacturing
and distributing trades, We could
hot at first understand tbe ‘mys-
tery’ behind it. Shopping was going
on briskly. Entering one of the
smaller stores near the Bolshoi, on
pretext of buying marmalade we
sought an explanation from the
director, and asked him to let us
know who bore the loss on the re-
duction of prices, and how such
considerable reductiong were at all
possible. :

Soviet Economics

The director spoke excellent Ger-
man  and explained that ail the
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production and distribution machi-
nery belonged to the State—all the
shops included. The State had found
out that, thanks to the patriotic
effort of the workers of stepping
up production, the costs of produc-
tion had gone down, Therefore the
State had decreed a general reduc-
tion in prices. If there was any loss,
it would be borne by the State and
written off, and nobody was the
worse for it! The capitalist coun-
tries had enthroned the false gods
of individual enterprise, profit mo-
tive and exploitation, and so high
prices and lower wages were jnevi-
table, Jeading to the rich becoming
richer and the poor poorer still. In
Soviet Russia the slogan was ‘pro-
duce more and you will produce
cheaper' and ‘earn more and spend
more’,
¥ ¥ * * * %

Thanks to the second five-year
plan, which had ensured a sound
Socialist economy with a thorough
rationalisation of industry, the in-
formation and figures collected by
us showed that compared with
1929, wages by the end of 1936
were more than three-and-a-half
times higher; agricultural incomes
had nearly doubled; and the earn-
ings of factory-workers had nearly
trebled—in the heavy industries
like the automobile industry, they
had more than quadrupled.

* * * ¥ * %

Production had made very gigan-
tic strides indeed and the pace had
been maintained all round. The
Stakhnow movement had achieved
miracles in speeding-up output. It
was all a rank-and-file movement
from below. Work was considered
a patriotic service and production
of more goods a sacred duty. The
more efficient, intelligent and skil-
ful a worker was, the greater was
the chance of bringing the USSR
nearer to Socialism,

Collective Farms

As we wanted to sge something
of rural Russia, the Intourist
(Government Tourist Bureau) ar-
ranged an excursien for our party
to one of the collective farms in
the Moscow district, about 40 miles
from the city.
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The Kolkhozy (collective farm)
consisting of seventy families was
started in 1929, At the time of our
visit' the membership had increased
to 140 families, totalling 500 peo-
ple, consequent on the successful
working of Kolkhozy throughout
the USSR. The capital invested by
the  member-families—value of
the agricultural implements, ma-
chinery, cattle and cash—was
500,000 roubles. (One rouble is
equal to one rupee, four annas).
The yearly proceeds of the farm
were shared by all the members
in proportion to the work-days
put in by  each membeyr, the
work-day unit being calculated on
the basis of the quality of the
work, the degree of skill required,
the condition of the s0il, machinery
used, etc, One farmer earned 400
work-days to his credit, another
600, and others more, correspond-
ing to their capacity and inclina-
tion. Of the gross proceeds, taxes
to the Government were paid as
first charge, a percentage was set
aside for seed, provision was made
for sickness insurance of the mem-
bers and for insurance of the live-
stock, and something was set apart
to meet unforeseen contingencies.

The balance of the proceeds was’

distributed among the members,
both in cash and in kind. Besides
his share in the collective - farm,
each farmer was allowed by the
constitution to own a house, a kit-

chen-garden and cow, oultr
ducks and pigs. P v

* % * # * %

The whole labour force (all men
and women being workers) in the
village was divided into four bri-
gades, two being set to work on
the ﬁeld,_one employed on vegeta-
ble-growing and the fouth engaged
m  stock-breeding. The Kolkhozy
owned and cultivated 500 acres, of
which 175 were set apart for potato-
growing, 100 for orchards, 175 for
food-grains, and 50 for fruit and

vegetable culture in hot houses. The
collective also
a paint factory. This Kolkhoz was
small, but there were bigger ones,
some extending to 125,000 acres,
with.a membership of 15,000,

owned and worked

»

member was paid his wages
accE;‘ii}}ng to a schedule of wagss
for different kinds of work at the
end of each day. In 1936 tl}e a've;ragei
wages received by an mchvxduim5
member each day amounted to
roubles and 30 kilos of vege:tqble
and fruit. But at the time we visited
the place the wages were 20 roub}es
and 40 kilos respectively. A family
of three adults could expect an an-
nual income of 15,000 roubles in
cash and 30 tons of vegetables. (The
average wages of a skilled worker
in Moscow was about 500 to 600
roubles a month.) .

The farm owned a cinema, a clu,b
for its members anql a phlldL'ens
library. As their capital increased,
the members adopted new schemes
of social ‘service.

A committee of management was
elected every year to administer the
farm‘ * % * % ¥ ¥

As a staturoy duty, the collective
maintained a kindergarten school
for children between the ages of 3
and 8. It also maintained a school
for the boys and girls of its mem-
bers. .

We discussed with the young
woman-teacher of the farm about

-

Transport and Factory School Students.

Soviet pedagogical methods in rela-
?ign topPestalozzi. Froepel, Dalton,
Odenwalve and Santiniketan. She
enumerated the Soviet educational
ideals tersely:

No. 1: Not learning but know-
ledge—not cram but culture—
not passing exams., but perso-

lity.

N:a2}; Think. individually but
live collectively. )

No. 3: Work is honour, life a
joy. )

No. 4: Every Soviet boy and
girl to be made a good
Marxist—a good Socialist and
a patriotic Russian.

** %% ¥

The success of the collective farms
was due to the Piatiletki, planning
by the State. The crops to be grown,
the rotation to be followed, the
acreage, manures (their supply and
application)—the general plan for
the whole State is determined, apd
the programme for every collect“{e
must fit in with it. Individual modi-
fications were allowed, pro_vid_ed
they were approved by the district
Soviet, and actual details were
worked out by the collective under
the guidance of the district Soviet.
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Besides collective farms there
were State farms which covered
vast areas, and on which agriculture
was rationalised and completely me-
chanised, and the farms were run
just like factories where the
workers received wages and other
benefits. There were also a few indi-
vidual private farmers whom the
Soviet tolerated, but everything was
done to discourage them by levying
considerably higher taxes. They
were thus being driven out of
existence.

Religious Freedom

Under the new Constitution, the
priests no longer suffered from any

political disabilities. They had the-

right to vote and all other poli-
tical privileges. The restoration of
this liberty to them synchronised
with similar consessions to the
children of the former propertied
classes. With the passage of time
and the firm establishment of Soviet
society, the priestly classes could
no longer be effective counter-
revolutionary forces, and it was
but part of wise statesmanship that
in the new Constitution equality
of political status should have been
granted to them.

¥ ¥ % # %

For the first time in the history
of their race, the Jews were enjoy-
ing real religious and political
freedom. They did appreciate it
and felt happy that they were no
longer objects of persecution. There
were other religious communities in
the USSR: vast areas in the East
were inhabited by Muslims, some
Buddhists were in the Monglei.
The Christian Church in Russia
was orthodox Greek but there
were Roman Catholics and smaller
communities of Baptists and other
Protestants. In spite of all the

adverse_ Propaganda in the foreign
Press, it could be truthfully said
that there was absolute religious

“freedom in the USSR. There were

about 500 churches in Moscow and

20 of them were active during our
visit to that city.
Minorities

Instead of disecouraging the cul-
ture, language and tradition of the
numerous minorities in the State,
the. USSR did everything to foster
their sense of nationalism and
pride in their own cultural achieve-
ment. The Museum of Soviet
Nationalities in-Moscow bore testi-
mony to the successful efforts of the
State in promoting national cul-
ture, founding national theatres,
establishing universities, colleges
and technicums, encouraging news-
bapers in the wvarious native
languages. Refore the advent of
the Soviets, some of thege national
minorities had only the spoken
language but no script, and of
course no books and no literatyre!

Paradise Regained—for Youth !

No country in the world bestows
so much attention on its youth as

- the USSR. In Lenigrad, in Kharkov,

in Baku, in Stalingrad—in the
thousand and one cities and towns
in the USSR—theaters, clubs,
stadiums and parks abound for the
recreation of the youth of the
country, all modelled after the
Gorki Park of Culture and Rest in
Moscow. ‘
*% . *¥* * %

We saw the youth of Moscow in
scores at the Park. They gave
living proof of the birth of a new
generation, healthy, strong and
intelligent, buoyant and patriotic,
and ready for labour and defence
in the cause of their country and
of its new civilisation.

. _Trade unionism in Russia has annexed th s
In England it is still fighting the State. So m?xcitat?é
worse for England from the democratic point of view.

—Bernard Shaw.
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THOUGHTS ON MADRAS

BY A BRITISH OFFICER

[ A British Officer’s impr_essiorys
of Madras are given in this
article. In most countries, he
says, hoarders and blagk-
marketeers are put behind
prison bars. In India zzhey are
accepted into the premier poli-
tical organisations. He deplores
interparty violence, but pre-
dicts that it will prove to be
only a passing phase.]

When I set foot in Madras for
the first time as a representapve
of the country that has exploited
india for the last 150 years, I na-
turally expected to be coolly re-
ceived.

Far from arousing any hostility,
1 found myself made very welcome.
Friendships that would have taken
months to develop among the reser-
ved peoples of Northern Europe,
blossomed overnight in the tropical
climate of South India. I had al-
ways thought that friendship ex-
pressed itself in the same way the
whole world over, but I was mis-
taken. The sophisticated hail—
fellow-well-met relationships of
the West contrast strangely with
the quiet warmth and ingenuous-
ness of the East, a feeling that ex-
presses itself delightfully by the
holding of hands—the action of
young timid lovers in the West.
But friendship is based on some
ideas and beliefs held in common,
and I consider myself fortunate in
meeting so many who were ready
to greet me as a friend. For those
beliefs are now reaching to the far-
thest corners of the world, from
Java to Greece, from Argentina
to China, from India to India. This
urge for freedom and for the eman-
cipation of mankind can no longer
be restrained.

The peoples of the world are on
the march, I have listened eagerly
and attentively to many expres-
sions of Indian opinion from the
ardent revolutionary to that re-
markable individual who spoke

proudly to me of ‘our’ King and
‘our’ Empire. (One and only one
has spoken thus.) If as a foreigner
I consider the opinions objectively,
what are my conclusions? India is
forming her ranks in preparation
for that forward march. Although
her aspirations have been thwarted,
and distorted for decades, the main
political outlines are now clean.
Two broad streams are moving ir-
resistably forward, drawing in
lakhs, and even crores, as they
move, and bringing hope and inspi-
ration to those who were ignorant
or indifferent. Both strerms run
clear and strong in the ccntre, only
the edges are muddy, suilicd by the
presence of corrupt and - ali-social
elements, and by hooliganism. In
most countries of the world it is
usual to put hoarders and black
marketeers behind prison bars. Yet
in India they are accepted into the
premier political organisations of
the country.

I have been puzzled to read in
the press of physical violence being
used against Nationalist Muslims,
and against Communists by their
political opponents, with hardly a
word of protest from the leaders of.
the organisations involved. When I
went to friends in the League and
Congress for an explanation I was
met with an embarrassed silence,
or at the most by a few stuttered
excuses. How can these things occur
between honest political rivals?
Such actions are unworthy of the
ll;ifgh traditions of Indian political

e.

But these are only passing phases.
The two main streams are healthy
and unaffected. What of their

future? How long before India
‘learns the lesson that the peoples

of ?he world learnt in their fight
against Fascism, the lesson that the
peoples of Europe learnt the hard
way, that nothing can stand in the
way of a united and determined
beople. How long before India
learns this lesson?
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Mushtaq Ali, the Peter Pan
Of Indian Cricket

The present phase in cricket is
one of utilitarianism. Its Jeremy
Benthams are many, but its Samue]
Butlers few. It might, therefore,
have struck many belonging to the
former category that the contro-
versy set on foot by Hassett this
season concerning whether Mush-
taq Ali was an ugly batsman or no
is singularly inept. These well-in-
tentioned Philistines might argue
that so long as a batsman made
runs it mattered nothing that he
struck out ungainly attitudes. But
this belief carries its own Nemesis
with if, and has been discarded by
the finer spirits of the game.

However, this is begging the
question. Hassett's verdict camc
as a great surprise to those who have
followed Mushtaq Ali's career with
admiration. Ugliness was the last
attribute which one would have
thought of associating with that
leonine grace. It is, however, pos-
sible that the Australian merely
meant that the Indore batsinan is a
trifie unsound. If the charge is thus
diluted, it may find some favour.
Indeed, as Hassett made it clear
later, he was referring to the liber-
ties which Mushtag Ali undoubted-
ly takes with the balls slightly out-
side the off stump.

It is proper to insist that, even
though Mushtaq Ali is guilty of
heterodoxy, his glory is in no way
dimmed. Orthodoxy 1is not the
only road that leads to the Lords.
Eminence has been achieved by
many batsmen who have not scru-
pled to violate one or the other
of the many canons in which C. B.
Fry's exceedingly Aristotelian ireo-
tise on batsmanship abounds. Jes-
sop is perhaps the shining example,
but the fate of Alletson deserves
some notice, Playing for Sussex
one summer day in the early years
of this century, he belaboured Not-
tinghamshire bowling so soundly
that he scored 155 runs in less than
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one-third as many minutes, But
the grave pundits of Horshain were
scandalised. They insisted that the
sinner should learn to tame his
fury, and cultivate the orthodox
graces. The inevitable result was
that he lost his form, and was
promptly dropped from the county
iteam.

This divagation serves to demon-
strate that no stain attaches to
Mushtag Al colely because he
chooscs 1o hold heterodox views.
The jnultitude would much rather
admire the resourceful audacity
and the lightning quickness with
which this magster habitually con-
fronts the bhowler, than bemoan
that he should be lost to the strict
propricties. With truth can the
dolorous admission of J. C. Shaw,
a master of length bowling, that,
when he bowled to Grace, “I puts
the ball where I likes, and the Old
Man, he puts it where he likes”, be
applicable to any bowler who sets
himself the task of veating ihis
player. For his eccentricitics are
on the grandiose scale. There is
nothing peddling about them; they
are more than mannerisms, which
irritate one- in the sense thaf the
habit of C. P. Mead in touching the
peak of.his cap belore facing the
bowler is said to have annoyed
many  long-suffering  spectators.
Mushtag Ali really believes that
therg Is a certain monotony in
pl.aymg to the off the balls pitched
slightly outside the stump; for
theye arc spaces on the leg side
which because of their unexpected-
hess, exercise a fascination for him.
Hence those hair-raising strokes to
the square-leg, at which the purists

have shuddered and the multitude
applauded. For Mushtag Ali has

the spgrit }?f the master in him, In

a word, e i ith

Indian Crickeli. ® Teter Fan of
Thel.re was a time when, to v

the fairy metaphor, he was less l?lr‘:)é

/

a Puck than like Oberon in one of
his ineffective moods. There are
persons who can remember tl}at,
though he was fortunate in coming
under the patronage of C. K. Nayu-
du, he was chosen more for hxs
curious circumambulatory bowling
and for his vehement fielding than
for any performances with the bat.
1t is difficult to say when exactly ne
achieved that frame of mind, as
distinet frem physical appearance,
which is so necessary for interna-
tional renown. It should not be
considered fanciful if one sought o
specify it as having occurred dur-
ing the Third Test at Madras in
1932. A very nervous Mushtag All
dropped Elliott at square-leg to-
wards the end of the English in-
nings. But a few runs later when,
at the same position he caught the

same batsman, he appeared to have
changed vastly. ‘Surely it was then
that he graduated in the hard
school of Test cricket,

It is true to say that from that
time -he has never looked back.
One of the few redeeming features
of the shameful 1936 tour was the
excellence of his batting on all
types of wicket and against all
varieties of bowlers. To this day,
India thrills to the memory of
Mushtag Ali’s masterful partner-
ship of a double century for the
first wicket with Merchant in the
Second Test at Lords. It will be
the prayer of every Indian cricket-
lover that this graceful practitioner
of cricket at its loveliest phase will
surpass himself in the opportunity
that is presently recurring.—N.S.R.

BLUE-BUFF BATTLES BETWEEN
- LS.C. AND ALSF.

(BY A STUDENT)

Ther> are, among the students,
os many factions as there are in
ithe outside world though proba-
bly of much less intensity. The
students are not what they should
be—a community with common in-
terests, without serious ideological
differences and without any haser
feelings like communalism tainting
their activities. It is not easy to
find out who is to blame for this.
But college and hostel authorties
who still refuse to keep pace with
the advancing times and tolerate
institutions and habits that tend to
emphasise and aggravate commu-
nal differences cannot escape their
=hare of the responsibility,

* » »

Of the student organisations,
casily the most popular is the Indian
Students Congress with its bran-
ches all over India. Though it is
very popular, it lacks the support
of certain sections of the students.
The Muslim students have not much
to do with it—they have their own

Muslim Students’ Federation; so
also students with Communist
leanings—they have their All-India
Students Federation. The 1.8.C.
represents the good majority who
have more or less similar na-
tionalist views. There is, however,
one great danger from which it
should protect itself, if it is to re-
main the spokesman of the student-
mind—it is the danger of lending
itself to external influences to be
used fo further the interests of ex-
ternal political groups and cligues.
I have noted that a resolution Tecog-
nizing this danger has been recently
adopted by the 1.8.C. But what mat-
ters is not so much the passing of
the resolution as the extent to which
the spirit of the resolution is res-
pected and acted up to. T see Stuy-

dents Congress members getting
themselves contangled in political
controversies of a purely provincial

nature. If the Students Congress
interferes in controversial politics,

it will rapidly lose its standing and
prestige and go into oblivion like
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other student organizations in the
past.

* *

Intolerence has, in the recent
past, become a widely respected
virtue in politics, especially in the
South. I remember a great leader
of a great movement once saying
that intolerance is the greatest ene-
my of any nation-wide effort. Noth-
ing at all is gained by violence in
thought—much less by viclence in
the expression of one’s differences
with others. Probably the best part
of 1.S8.C. energy is spent in cam-
paigning against the A.L.S.F. The
two organisations are frequently
engaged in violent campaigns of
mutual vilification and in bitter
controver-ies reminding . ne of the
Blue-Buff battles in th- Pickwick
Papers. There may :.: differences
of opinion, but on that score the
1S.C. cannot brand the A.IS.F. as
unpatriotic. The A.I.SF. also has to
teach the I.S.C. many things—such
as, for example, organizational skill
and sincere and dogged methods of
working. The A.LS.F. is very ener-
getie, but it does not command any
considerable allegiance from the

ICH D EIN—Reflections Of The Fair Expert

students. For, when idealism is
necessary, the leaders of the A.I.S.F.
tend to become ultra-practical and
when practical action is neces-
sary they become ultra-idealistic,
with the result that they stand 1o
lose at both ends. All the same, it
cannot be ignored and does influ-
ence the currents of the student
movement.
* * *

As students we should primarily
attend to the work of equipping
ourselves mentally and in other
ways for the tasks of life. We should
learn to do something definite and
cpnstructive, and one such construe-
tive act will be worth more than a
hundred resolutions embodying our
views onh domestic, national and
international questions. If we do not
do anything constructive but me-
rely mouth fashionable slogans or
make fashionable parades of verbal
zest for revolution, it will simply
mean that we have not yet learnt
to think. Ultimately, the only ques-
tion that the student has to answer
satisfactorily if he is to be a valy-
able factor in national life s,
“Does the student think?”

I know I'm competent to speak

On India and her woes

I saw the TAJ three times last week

I've had a chat with Bose.

I love my Indian friends, I do,

Is'nt Nita sweet?

Midst Kashmere’s beauty first I knew
That Peter really cared

And all my dreams of love came true
When wedlock he declared.

So when the sixty-one long days
Of leave “at home” were mine
I felt most lonely in all ways
{Though flying was divine).

Now back in India here I am
And life here DOES feel good

There’s so much “WORK” each day to cram

And so much lovely food............

‘How will these poor natives live

In safe internal peace )
If now the War Department give
My Peter and me release?

The Muslims and the Hindus will
Most surely stab each other
And Christian, Sikh and Parsi kill
Their helpless Pariah brother.

Thus Peter thinks we BO’I‘IjI must stay
And help this couniry win

A peace that’s safe from neighbour’s prcy

And safe from Joe Stalin..........

Can we just leave these wretched blokes

To perish in the strife?
Can we desert our subject folks
With danger to their life?

They have no cloth, they have no food,
Of famine they are sure

T'is we must show them how they could
Obtain a lasting cure

For this and every other ill
And teach them most of all
Their dearest dreams how best fulfil
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I'm sure she loves me dearly too
And all her pals I meet.

The great Mahatma too, I've seen,
(Indeed he is most quaint!)

I think I know what people mean
When calling him a saint.

Next month will make it one full yvear

Since to this land I came

In khaki clad, my duties clear
Cut out for war time fame

That trip to Kashmere was divine
And Oh! such gorgeous fun

To organize the FETE and F
To aid us fight the Hun, AR

In tune with freedom’s call.

To be a great and haé)p%f nation
Strong and rich and free..........
By segnding one more DELEGATION

Flying across the sea.
* * »

Dear India, here’s to you good cheer
With all my heart.......... and head

While “SERVING” you we have no fear

For our butter........ and for bread.

—MARY JANE.
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THE WEEK ABROAD
A Survey of Foreign Affairs

A typical flare up of international
distrusts, not free from a touch of
melodrama, has been provided by
the sensational allegations against
Soviet spies of attempts to steal the
secret of the atom bomb. There
are many curious features about
the ‘incident’ which support the
view that the whole thing is a ‘put
up job’. The alleged leakage is said
to have occurred nine months ago;
that it was diplomatically dealt
with by the parties concerned, and
that the resuscitation of it at the
present juncture was inspired by
ulterior political motives., The
Soviet Press has gone to the extent
of connecting the spy-hunt with
the discomfiture of British spokes-
men during the, recent meetings of
the U. N. O. There is a good deal
of plausibility in this line of argu-

ment; for Britain occupied ‘the dock

far longer than was the lot of any
other country during the sittings of
the UN.O. To divert public atten-
tion from it, specially as it has led
to other embarrassing situations for
the empire all over the world,
might seem an easy way of recover-
ing something of the lost prestige.

* * * :

The Commons debated Britigsh
foreign policy as a kind of tonic to
offset the depressing effects of the
U.N.O. debates. There was a touch-
ing unanimity of feeling and
thought concerning the incdispensa-
bility of the British Empire for the
stability and happiness of the world
as a whcle, That the imperialist’s
pet argument should have found
- expression from the representative

of Labour is an irony of the present
for which L.abour among others will

have t0 pay its own share of the
price! Since Mr. Eden and Mr.
Macmillan found their opinions ex-
- pressed with such refreshing forth-
righiness, the question’ of winding
up the Conservative Party as the

d R

superfiuous fifth wheel to the im-
perial chariot might well engage
the attention of the Tories.

* * *

Incidentally, Mr. Bevin achieved

a new effect by wondering with '

simulated innocence what issues
were likely to drive Russia and
Britain to war with each other, The
answer to this is that if they two
really agreed on any important
question, it is difficult to account for
the war of nerves which each is
promoting against the other. On
the question of fact, do their in-
terests not clash in the Middle East
no less than in the Far East; and do
they not suffer from unbridgeable
ideoclogical diﬁerencgs? Are they
not now furiously striving for the
mastery of the European Conti-
nent—over the prostrate bodies of
friends and foes alike? Is it not in
short power politics, or the carving
out of spheres of influence in the
blessed name of security? Where
else can these competitive notions
lead except to war or a state of
war, sooner or later?

* * »*

Disturbances in Egypt reached a
climax under the stimulug of stu-
dents who seem (in Egypt at least)
to play the part of an unofficial,
adolescent” Praetorian Guard; for
they have been the barometer to
Tegister Egypt's unpredictable poli-
tical weather. The willingness of
Britain to negotiate a new peace
treaty having been publicly an-
nounced, we confess our inability to
see the necessity for queering the
pltcl? in the manner it ig being done
In riots and disorders. What should
b.e \:sed as an witimg Tatio is being
dlSSIpaiec} on_ puerile pretexts; the
effect of it is ’liiely to be that when
the time for action daes arrive, it
z;:;t if:;g the néassbexhausted, of its
y an } : Lo}
utterly at the testingm down

ON THE Cl

' Certain recent occurrences have
driven me to ponder again over the
implications of what has been one
of the most ancient instruments c_)f
policy. I mean this censorship busi-
ness. It is an old adage that truth
is the first casualty to suffer in a
war. This does not however mean
that we cherish that virtue with
special zeal or tenderness in times
of peace! My own view is that the
passion for truth is an obsession
with a minority who have to fight
all round the compass to vindicate
it and themselves, Among them I
give a high place to the unfed jour-
nalist who reacts to censorship as
does the seasoned war-horse to the
sound of the trumpet!

The simplest method of suppress-~
ing the truth is to shout at one’s
loudest. Nowadays, what with the
wireless added to more ancient me-
thods of mass propaganda from the
Press, the pulpit and the platform,
there is such a lot of noise, figura-
tively speaking, that thought and
even the power of thought are de-
bilitated or deadened.

Everybody knows that truth can-
not be permanently hid or destroy-
ed. What we try to do therefore is
to hand it over to the censor for
safe custody during an emergency.
In due course, it may turn up like
the bad ha’penny; but then nobody
minds it. For there is an important
difference between the truth that is
riews and the truth that is history.
The former engages our emotions
while ' the latter strives for a pre-
carious foot-hold in an usual-
ly over-crowded memory. ‘Queen
Anne is dead'—we say to indicate
anything particularly insipid. But
even that was burning, red-hot
news-for a day; and because he did
not get it in time, the Pretender not

only lost a th'rorxe but allowed hfm—
Self to be written down for,all time
in history. . .So will it be with the
atom bomb a&s soon as its secret’is
mastered. by .another nation.
Theugh all of us dislike the cen-
sorship - for 'a "priori reasons, we
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insist on preserving it for our own
private comfort or satisfaction.
‘Public opinion—that curious dis-
embodied Moloch of modern jour-
nalism—is supposed to dictate to
editors and newspaper owners a
shifting scale of preferences and
aversions which they are supposed
thereafter to reflect faithfully.
There is thus developed a new kind
of lese-majeste which results in
blasting  individual reputations
without the customary formalities
of judicial procedure!

Under cover of dencuncing cen-
sorship, what we demand is a free
field for our unbridled curiosity to
range at will, or to reduce our bet-
ters to our level. Democracies are
expert in this art, for ‘it was the
purest democracy in the world—
that of ancient Greece—that also
devised Ostracism- as a political
weapon. During the war years, it
used to be repeated ad nauseum
that the Germans were prevented
from knowing the truth by Goeb-
bels’ propaganda; but the suppres-
sions that went on on our own side,
if collected to-day, would amount to
a biting commentary on our
(alleged) love of truth. It is an un-
founded idea that democracies en-
courage a maximum diffusion of
opinion; it is true rather of the opi-
nion that perverts rather than re-
flects truth. Only last week, a
correspondent - writing in the
columns of this weekly exposed the
pretensions of America—the arse-
nal of democracy—to lead the cru-
sade in favour of a Free Press.

But the  censorship.as an insti-
tution is as old as civilisation itself.
It has been devised as much in the
interests of the few as of those of
the many. We know the common
-saying that truth hurts; it hurts an

those who are unfit to receive it—

which means the majority of us of
course! It is in pursuance of this
idea that we have some sort of cen-
sorship worked into every system
of government. * Ministers are ad-
ministered, among other oaths, that
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of secrecy before they enter on the
discharge of their duties. In its
earliest form, we find censorship in
the sphere of religion. The earliest
‘sages’ could not have known much
more than the multiplication table;
but even that quantim of learning
might well have been considered
inflammatory in the estimation of
the many steep:d in primordijal
ignorance! Hence it is not to be
wondered at if the preachers of re-
ligion exercised their calling with
the aid of a rigid censorship. Many
of these old-world ideas still cling
to us in the taboos concerning the
acquisition of esoteric lore by all
and sundry. The Vedas are not to
be chanted everywhere or by
everybody; even in these days when
they can be bought i» hicoks, they
are as incomprehensibl> as in the
olden days—for the ‘know-how’ of
them—the way of reciting them or
of putting them to the’r original or
declared uses is still a dead secret!
The Bible was long kept locked up
in a ‘dead’ language. ostensibly for
the good of the faithful. The Catho-
lic Church administers a system of
censorship which is both compre-
hensive and final; and yet no pious
Catholic would dream of pitting
himself =against the accumulated
wisdom of the Pope, or claim the
right of private judgment for him-
<elf as against his spiritual leaders.
Tn the great majority of cases, it is
far more to the point to know what
to do than what to think. Accord-
irg to Galsworthy, the English have
no interest in truth in the abstract,
but only care for forms of it which
have stood the test of time—like
their Church, their State, their
cricket and their racing! The more
perfect a censorship, the more per-
fectly does it discharge the twin
sfunctions of helping the people to
do what they should and prevent-

ing them  from thinking about
things they shouldn®t think about!

All organised Governments are a

sr.ccies of censorship on the politi~

cal plane, and we submit to them

in the cheerful belief that they are -

for our own good. When that be-
lief. is. sapped, ' the Government
whlch is based on it topples to the

0

you’d be givin
Py, BVng

ground with a momentum in direct
proportion to the violence of the
disillusionment. For the public
opinion which is deified by the phi-

losopher and the demogogue: for

different reasons is like the djinn in
the Arabian Nights—you are safe
from destruction so long as you
keep it engaged in some task or
othgr. When you impose idleness
on it, it turns round and rends vou!

The ancient Romans created an
office for the censorship of morals.
It marked an interesting stage ‘n
the separation of the Church from
the Sj:ate. The office carried with it
sanctions of many kinds—the vene-
rable character of the incumbent,
the force of public opinion and the
penal code of the land. Refinement
of manners or of social behaviour
ha_s also been promoted by censor-
ship exerted unofficially. The loud-
swearing, fox-hunting, beer-drink-
ing short-tempered squire of
eighteenth century rural England
was censored out of existence by
soc1al_ Hitlers like Beau Nash and
creative artists like Fielding.

On the other hand, there.is a
whole body of casuistical literature
encouragec} by the Catholic Church,
and reminiscent of the subtleties of
our own Dharma Sastras which
discuss with interminable zest the
p_roblem of when a lie is more me-
ritorious than a falsehood and a
truth worse than a murder!

Frog'n all of which, it ig clear that
mankind should be spared as much
of the truth as possible. Unhappily
this has been appreciated only by
the adventurous careerist so far.
The 'Mahatma ensured the failure
of his life-mission in advance when
he tacked on to his banner two such
upfashionable virtues as  Non-
violence and Truth! We must throw
overboard another hoary old pro-

verb—that which tells us to spealk
the truth and shame the devil. As

modern Philosophy has eonclusive-

v disproved the existence of the
devil, the first and last incentive to
sneak the truth disappears. A new

slogan seems called for. Wh ‘
this one: ‘Dont speak the tr::h?htf,g;

v

away your case!’— -
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Pakistan

A brief survey shows that the .

orters of Pakistan are 'found
zﬁ?ﬁ among the Muslims while all
other communities and even some

Muslims oppose it. By “communi-,

ias” .is meant the leaders who are
élt‘xe;posed to represent them. Whe-
ther this claim is true or not, _the
present elections cannot decide.
Even the introduction of adult
franchise can be of no use in this
respect. This is because the average
Indian has no working knowledge
of the political problems of India.
He will therefore be influenced by
other forces when casting his vote.

What is therefore necessary is to
educate him in Indian politics,
stating all sides of every question
clearly and impartially. Then he
should be asked to choose.

The Pakistan State has been shown
not to be self-sufficient in the mat-
ter of defence. No leader who
either knows this himself or has
been warned of it by others, should
lead millions to danger. If the peo-

* ple are informed of the dangers and

also the benefits of Pakistan, they
may choose or reject it, placing the
general weal and happiness as thgxr
aim. A settlement upon the Pakis-
tan question should be postponed
and an impartial propaganda about
its merits and defects should be the
first task undertaken.

T. R. THIRUVENGADAM.

The Enigma in Education
.“Whither, education?” is the
enigma of the modern world. There
was a time when education was the
passport to a decent living, when
education gave to its possessor
‘bread and butter’, but the times

have changed, No longer can we
apply the pragmatic test of use-
fulness. Life is more than meat and
drink.

Some said that education at-
tempts to develop all the latent
powers of the indivic}ual harmoni-
ously but in practice it has failed to
do so. )

Strange to say, the remedy is
being prescribed in India _1tse1f.
Was it not Mahatma Gandhi who
said that truth and purity should
be the goal of life? Let education
have for its aim t’ o development of
character born out of truth and
purity. As Herbart, the great edu-
cationist of Gemany had said, the
rational and human tendency
should dominate over the passionate
and brutal. Let education aim at
this.

Then only the enigma in educa-
tion will be solved.

K. S. GANGOLLI

Delayed Telegrams

Sometime ago one of my drivers
came to me in trouble. Over a long
period he had received no corres-
pondence from his parents and
asked me to send a telegram.
Through the Soldiers’, Sailors’ and
Airmen’s Association a wire was
sent to my driver’s house in Patiala.
I was promised a reply within two
days. Eighteen days passed before

the reply was received. Eighteen

days of unnecessary anviety! Now

that the war is over the necessity
for priority to the military in the
despatch of telegrams no longer
exists. Civilians have a right to ex-
pect better consideration from the
inland telegraph system.

WILLIAMS
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Criterion for Leadership

In your centre-page article in the
first dssue of “SWATANTRA" you
had occasion to refer to factors of a
persopal kind which have contriputeq
not a little to putting Congress affairs
in Madras in a sorry mess. You were
cbviously referring to peaple who do
not like C. R.s leadership. If C. R. is
still liked by the majority of the
people of Tamilnad, what can a
Kamaraj, a Bhaktavatsalam or a Mu-~
thurangam do against him? On the
other hand, if he has not the confi-
dence of the masses of Tamilnad, how
can anyone help it?

In the course of your article, you
iried to evaluate the success or other-
wise of Kamaraj Nadar's future par-
liamentary career. It i{s quite irrele~
vant, and becomes more so, ta consi~
der that question, especially in view
of the recent resignation of Kamaraj
Nadar from the parliamentary board
and his statement in that connection
avowing his complete lack of interest
in the Congress parliamentary pro-
gramme. .

Your main argument in favour of
C. R.’s leadership seems to be his in-
telligence and his adminisirative capa-
city—his brains chiefly, which in your
opinion the provinece can ill-afford to
manage without If brilliance, perso~
nality and perhaps past services are
the criterion {for parliamentary lea-
dership, a man like Sir C. R. Reddi
is undoubtedly more than a match for
anyone in the province, On that crite-
rion, it cannot be easily explained why
Churchill was replaced by Attlee who
is by far his inferior in personal capa-
city. T hope England is a democracy
and C. R. is an admirer of the British
variety of democratic government.

D. ANJANEYULU,

The Will to Live

“There is no destiny but what we
ourselves determine. God places all
the powers of the universe at our
disposal and the handle by which we
use them to construct our fate has
been and is and always shell be .our

own individual will.” It is strange
thal a people who have this for their

philosophy should lack the will {0 live.
The spirit in us seems dead, It is a
living death that most of us lead.

The prob!e_m is one worthy of a
serious and sincere attempt at solving.
The politician would blame our poli-
tical status and the ignorant our
philosophy, Of course a starving peo-
ple11 can hardly have the strength to
will,
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“There is clearly visible in the edu-
cated and the uneducated as wel? a
resignation gquite unnatural and pre-
mature. It sits heavy on them angd
breeds an indolence that blights the
&rowing spirit, That indolence in its
turn creates an indifference equally
baneful. The result is a certain narrow-
ness of outlook and a selfishness which
smacks of ili-breeding. One often sadly
misses that intense desire to live so
natural to a healthy life,

_ 1f things look a little bright to-day
it is more due to the extraordinary
will and unceasing effort of certain
polmmans: The enthusiasm they kindle
may not live once the goal is reached,
and our general habitual indifference,
the worst enemy of a growing State,
will remain untouched.

_ What is it that has killed the man
in us and left us so weak and spirit~
less? It is time we take serious notice
of the problem. The pleasant but
dlfﬁqult task of governing ourselves,
awaits us, We must extract the.best
out of an independent life. Otherwise
the_ charm of independence must re-
main for ever unknown to us,

M. PADMANABHAN.

Rationing Plan Should Be
Changed

The method adopted at present in
the Cheyyar Taluk (N. Arcot) and I
dare say elsewhere for procurement of
paddy and distribution of rice invéives
control by monopolistic trade agen-
cies at taluk headquarters. The chiet
defect in the working of the rationing
scheme is that it expects very little of
the people, egpec}ally agriculturists by
way of working in a co-operative spi-
rit with the Government. The pro-
curement of grains from villages and
stocking them at the taluk headguar-
ters results in the stocking of the
grains (good, bad, indifferent) in lump
b_y the monapalist, supplying of hoiled
rice where raw rice is in demand and
Supplying of raw rice where boiled
rice is wanted! The way to secure the

co-operation of the peopl i
procurement but in Qhepdez:stegkf;uotti\gz ::r;

rice and the supply of rice hlan {g
avert cattle food famine, and to avoid
cartage and other charges and tp keep
down the price of rice distributed, lies
In treating each village as a unit, in-
stead of each family as at present, I
suggest the formation of an ad hoc
committee of respectable landholders
for pracurement with the help of Go-

vernment age
distribution,g hey and for arranging

Decentralization should be the key-
note of -the policy of distribution and
rationing. The co-operative movqment
would not have been the success it has
so far been, if the district central
banks had not been formed for pro-
curement of capital, and if they had
not distributed credit to ryots through
village organizations. It would have
proved disastrous if the whole credit
distribution had been allowed to be
undertaken direct by the Madras Cen-
tral Bank. It is not yet too late to
change the plan of work. The Gov-
ernment will be successful in aver@mg
a crisis if they take the people into
their confidence and teach them to co-
operate in a healthy way in their own
interests. The village public will then
watch carefully the misdeeds, if any,
of their committee members, I would
also strongly advocate procurement of
rice from the landholders instead of
paddy, shoving the responsibility to
convert paddy into rice, on the village

people. .
A. VEDACHALAM.

Gandhiji’s English

It is a pity that Mr. T. Prakasam
has rushed to the Press demanding
that Gandhiji should make amends for
the alleged characterisation of the
Tamil Nad Congress Committee as a
“clique”, A careful reading of the pass-
age will show that Gandhiji has not
called the Tamil Nad Congress Com-
mittee a clique, but only stated that
the official Tamil Nad Congress has
been influenced by the views of a
“clique” as againt those of the masses.
Gandhiji, a master of the English lan-
guage, has chosen proper phraseology
to express his views. Mr. Prakasam,
the Andhra leader, should not enter
into partisanship in the affairs of
Tamil Nadu to the extent of misinter-
preting Gandhiji who has no amends
to make.

R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR,

Headmaster, Sarva Jana High School,
Peelamedu.

‘Swatantra’

The name given to the latest infant

born in the world of Journalism hap-

pens to be the 723rd attribute of the
Sri Mata—the mother of the Universe,

according to Sri Vidya better known
as Sri Lalita Sahasranama.

Its meaning, according to orthodox
commentaries is: One who creates
without dependence on instruments
or other means; one to whom all the
Tantras belong; one in whom the

mutual dependence of Parvati and
Paramasiva is implicit. And the com-
mentator adds as a final meaning the
significant gloss: Swatantra—the name
of a book.

I do not know where to get at that
book; but till then, I am willing to
make do with Swatantra as edited by
you.

Only one point in doubt which I
should like pundits to resolve. Should
the term be spelt

Swatantra or Svatantra?

The matter is of importance because
the spelling has a more intimate bear-
ing on pronunciation in Sanskrit than
in any other language. N

. . D.

The Boy Scout Movement

Some Indians are still far from hav-
ing a proper understanding of the Boy
Scout movement. They think that a
sort of military training is given to the
Scouts. This is a wrong notion. Train-
ing for leadership is given by the Boy
Scout organization.. Brotherhood, self-
respect, diligent understanding and
individual respect towards elders and
youngsters alike are expected of Boy
Scouts. A Boy Scout is imbued with
a sense of duty to himself, to his
fellowmen and to his country. To
maintain discipline and order in free
India, Boy Scout training, given at an
early age, is of great value. The pre-
ciousness of Boy Scout Associations
must be understood by all educated
people, and they should strive to see
that the young get the fullest benefit

out of them.
' V. RADHAKRISHNA..

€. R.—Prakasam Agreement

Your proposed solution of a
patriotic agreement between C. R.
and Prakasam is very good. But
answer the following question. I am
sure your answer will be unbiassed
and impartial without the least con-
sideration for personalities as you
have already said that the agreement
to be reached should be a patriotic
one. C. R. was given the Premier-
ship in the first Congress Ministry,
Will it not be a patriotic agreement
if Prakasam is Premier now and C, R.
a Minister? I am sure Andhra will

ave no objection to this. I agree

that a Cabinet (g pe formed by the
C

Congress without R
. . Prak
or both will be shaky. o Trekasam

P. G. KRISHNAMURTHI.

C. R’s decision to leape the scene
makes any answer to the question
raised unnecessary.—Ed. S.
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Future Prospects of War Industries

By R. Balakrishna, M.A, Ph.D,
(Lond.), Reader in Economics,
University of Madras. (Rochouse
& Sons, Ltd., Madras.. As. 12.)

The war-expanded industries, Dr.
R. Balakrishna points out in this
booklet of 46 pages, have a big con-
tribution to make to the success of
the reconstruction plans in the coun-
try, “aiming at targets at giddy
heights”. He agrees.that the post-
war transitional period may prove
to be “stormy weather” for these
industries and advocates their re-
adjustment to the new conditions,
in stages “laid down and operated
by the Central Government.”

Christianity: Its Economy and Way
of Life. By J. C. Kumarappa.
(Navajivan Publishing House,
Ahmedabad. Price Re. 1-8)

This hook is a Gandhian reading
of the eternal concepts of Christia-
nity. The author draws a vivid
picture of the gruesome state of
the ‘present world, enticed by
Mammon. He urges that the esta-
blishment of ‘peace on earth and
goodwill among men’ is the real
social connotation of the spiritual
belief in the Kingdom of God.

Select passages from the Gospels
are ‘quoted, and interpreted in such
a way as to emphasise the cosmo-
politan and universal application
of the truths -embedded therein.
The book is a radical and valuable
contribution to modern Christian
thought. -

Rural Bengal in Ruins. By Bhowani
Sen. (People's Publishing IHouse,
Bombay. Price 8 Annas.)

Torty pages crammed with facts.
Forty pages of tragedy. This book tells
the sad story of Bengal and Bhowani
Sen had been through it, and what is
more, he took the trouble to make a
proper investigation of the problem and
analyse the causes. Here are some of

14

the findings: “According to official
records the famine of ’'43 affected
a third of the people. The bulk of
those who perished came from the
peasants and agricultural labourers.
Exploitation by the imperialistic forces
and the zemindari system has so im-
poverished the peasants that large
numbers of them were forced to buy
their food in the market. Large num-
bers had to sell’ their cattle as well
and the inevitable followed, A kisan
yolking his son or brother to the
plough was certainly no novelty.
Starvation was so intense that the
sense of poverty, family, religion, and
society all disintegrated and mother
sold son and husband wife. Even now
there are some children passed from
hand to hand for sale and purchase
like a commodity. And through it all
venerial disease and black markets
flourished, and the corrupt bureau-
cracy sheltered the black marketeers”.

A sordid tale indeed, nevertheless
frue. The author, who has suggested
ways and means of overcoming the
situation, has to be congratulated on
his work. The book should be read
by all.

—

Over the Ashes. By Maung Thein Pe.
(People’s Publishing House, Bom-
bay. Price 12 Annas,)

In this three-act play Maung Thein
Pe depicts the plight of the Burmese
people during the Japanese occupa-
tion. The author is a Burman and
was, on the eve of the Japanese in-
vasion, leader for Upper Burma of
the National Revolutionary Party
which co-operated with the Japs.
Soon he realised his mistake, escaped
into India and now he is a member

of the Communist Party, He depicts '

the grim facts of his experience in

the form of a play—a -,
method. play—a very effective

A young woman brutally treated b
the Japanese soldiers, her parentg,

the local Japanese industrialist, =a
young Japanese officer Il‘om me unl.
V@I‘Slty and fhe opportunist politician

are all cleverly depicted in the play.

How, after suffering ;
1
hand,s of the inva(’irgltensely at the

beople organised themsel

gYex?tuafll¥hsucceeded in thwgftsing at?lg
ans o € enemy, i i

the story. ¥, 1s brought out in

, the Burmese

FOURTH ESTATE .

By Manjeri S. Isvaran

Theirs is the pen, not the rifle or sword,

Of the soldiers of the Fouth Estate;

They dip it in nectar, they dip it in acid,
Peremptory, persuasive, placid—

Oh, they dip it,in gall

In freedom’s call—

The people’s most eloguent tongue--
For Imperial eyes to read

And take heed

As the writing on the wall; -
Stain’d though with ink and dull’d by lead,

!
Flaming red, . R

Of their flesh and blood is the Potent Word,
Proclaim’d from the nation’s democratic rung.

Without treason re o Cof

They can reason

With minister and monarch;
And they can turn {‘ L
Their pen and burn IR
—Igniting the spark,

As with the bullet humming hot,

Dictator and despot.

Swift as the beams of the sun,

. Swift as carrier-pigeons, swift

Their thoughts dash,

From the world’s corners, flash
To melt the ore of ignorance,
And fill each rift

With hectic news!

Authentic views!

Knowing what these can do,

Let no vested rights, the invested few,
Bribe or control

Liberty’s Soul!

Poverty may chill,

But can Capital kill.
And Censorship still
The voice of the soldiers of the Fourth Estata?

SIR STAFFORD

CRIPPS
Sir Stafford Cripps
Is famous for his aerial trips
In the first of which he showed a flair

For fraternising with the Russian (bug) bear!
Next he came to India

But returned without crossing the Vindya!—
For in the role of a Joker

He played a game of poker—

And just as we thought we had him
The Cabinet bade him

Wind up the Show

With a view to maintain the status quo!
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Best Advertising is
SWATANTRA
Advertising

> Lo e ad

[
>
'vA.“‘

Everything of Printing Types
Everything of Printing Materials
Everything of Printing Everything

[from
MADRAS TYPE FOUNDRY,

JONES STREET, GEORGE TOWN, MADRAS.

OB GEG G AL A\ A A A

WARDEN

&

o MARCHES
ool AHEAD !
.’\%{7‘1&‘ .
1945 New Business Breaks All Previous Records
1945
Business Received over .. Rs. 1,50,00,000
Business Completed over .. Rs. 1,32,57,000

This achievement has placed WARDEN in the ranks of the
oldest and the most leading companies in India.

THE WARDEN INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED

WARDEN HOUSE, Sir Phirozshah Mehta Road, BOMBAY.

Chairman : Managing Director :
Sir Chinubhai Madhavlal (Baronet). S. H. Thaker, Esq.
M. Rama Rao, B.A,, B.L,,
Manager

MADRAS BRANCH : 79, Sembudos Street, G.T., MADRAS.

LAXMI BRAND

"ZAMA OIL"”

COLD, COUGH, HEADACHE, INFLUENZA,
HAY FEVER
°

SOLD EVERYWHERE

or
FROM

AMARCHAND SOBACHAND

LEADING CHEMISTS & DRUGGISTS
95, NYNEAPPA NAICK STREET,

=== P.T., MADRAS.
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TO BE RELEASED SHORTLY !
Renuka’s Super Screen Classic

OB 4

(TEWGU) |
Supported by a Powerful Stellar Cast.
THE PICTURE—With a Differenca !

Brimming with Dynamic Drama"‘MeluﬂUOUS MQ]DAIQS—-QO&“‘J
Jongs~Poighant Dathios, Sweeping' the entire gamut of human

Emotions |

Sri RENUKA FILMS LIMITED,,
16, Dr. NAIR ROAD, T'NAGAR, MADRAS.

NN .
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