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THE PRACTICAL JOKER.

Bv Sar T. K. VeskararaMan, M.A, L. T, Professor of History, Pachatyappa’s
College, Madras.

HE Practical Joker need not necessarily

be a c¢ruel person. The dominant ele-
ment in his mental make-up is the desire to
gratify an impish perversity without con-
sideration for the feelings of his victim,
What strange forms can this take # Clothes
required urgently may be purloined and
hidden. Letters may be written purporting
to be from a supposed admirer. False alarms
may be given. One practical joker specia-

“lised in laying booby traps for the unwary.

He would present his friend cigars which
gave off little bangs when lit or apples whose
inside was filled with soap. At . dinner, he
would mix slabs of soap with similar slabs
of cheese or supply spoons that crumpled up
when used to stir anything. His guests
would be invited to sit on cushions which
emitted awful squeals when used. Wafers
would have flannel inside, and writing
pencils would have flabby points. He would
send out parcels to friends. When opened,
something would pop out and hit them in
the face. Or he would go at midnight to
houses of acguaintances, hit the windows
with gravel, and when the inmates appeared,
coolly ask for the time. Once he called

- on an undertaker, and ordered him to supply

everything for a funeral. When the under-
taker fulfilled his contract, he refused to
pay him, asking him, “Where is the body?"”
The astonished undertaker exclaimed, * I
don’t understand you”. In feigned rage, the
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joker roared : ** You say in your advertise-
ment: “All things necessary for funerals
promptly supplied.” Believing you, I gave
the order. Is not a corpse the vdry first
necessity ?  Get it, or I won't pay you,”

The same joker went on a fishing trip
with some friends. Though none of the
other anglers could get a bite, he appeared
to be pulling fish after fish. They found out
later that his catch was a single fish which
he had purchased on the way and which
had doue duty over and over again at
his rod.

Atanother time, he went to a butcher
and purchased a bit of pork, and said: I
shall return presently to take it. Place the
package on the slab by the door so that I
can pick it up easily.” He then loitered
suspiciously near the shop and succeeded in
attracting the attention of a policeman. He,
then, dived into the shop, snatched up his
parcel, and ran down the street. Naturally,
the constable pursued him, and dragged
him back, protesting to the shop., Here
everything was cleared up.

He met a party of Americans whq were
on the look-out for a decent hotel, and
directed them to 10, Downing Street. He
followed this up by calling up a number of
friends on the telephoneand informing them
that they were wanted badly at a particular
place whose 'phone number he gave, They

-
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rang it up and discovered that it was
Wormwood Scrubs, Once mistaken by the
proprietor of -an inn for a theatre manager,
he assumed the part and distributed free
passes to all who wanted.

A more sombre example of a joker wasan
acrobat who stayed at a hotel in a mous-
tainous area of Wales. He gathered that the
Jandlord was superstitious and believed in
spirits. After spending a night, he appeared
pext morning before him haggard and dis-
shevelled, and told him that bis room Was
haunted and that the whole night spirits
walked upside down on the ceiling above
his bed. He pointed out to him marks of
naked feet on the white ceiling. The hotel
soon became deserted. It later turned out
that the acrobat himself blackened the soles
of his feet and, balancing himself head
downward on the bed, imprinted the marks,
The same joker hailed a chaise and getting
into it,*ordered the driver to hurry. The
horse was galloping, the passenger let out an

unearthly yell, roared to him to stop, and,

with a handkerchief pressed to one side of
‘his face, held out a glass eye and cried,
» Tiook what you have donme, you clumsy
rascal. You have cut oyt my eye with your
d—d whip.” He got down and advanced
: threateningly towards the driver. The latter
horrified at what he saw galloped away
without his fare, The joker completed his
_praaks by stuffing a fish in the bass viol of
the orchestra. of the hotel where he was
staying. None ocould locate where the
noxious smell came from. The manage-
~ ment had the expensive floor taken up and
. cleaned up the pipes and drains—without
use,

Practical Jokers belong to all ages and
countries, not excluding our own, We hear
of one who specialised in tapping utter
strangers on the back, saying *Hullo, Ramu,
my dear fellow, it is ages since I saw you.”
Anotlier went to the Post Office and de-
manded to see thestamps. The obliging
_clerk showed him all the varieties. The
customer asked numerous'questions, keeping
other people waiting, and at last, picked out

. agreen half-anna stamp, saying in a tone of -

L

admiration, ** Only half anna and so pretty !
I really must have one of these.’* Another
went to a drapery store and looked over all
the varieties. Suddenly, he started as if
awakening from a dream, and rushed out,
crying : ‘I beg your pardon. I thought
that it was a grocery store.”

What is the dividing-line between the
practical joke and the gigantic hoax of a
swindler ? Huge crowds gathered to see
Prof. Cantellalie advertised as an-expert
juggler. Time passed, and none appeared
on the stage. The angry audience tore up
the curtain and gazed stupefied at a small
placard at the far end of the stage : ** Prof.
Can Tell A Lie has thistime kept his word.
You have seen his vanishing trick.”

The practical joker is often, not harmless.
How much mental suffering has been caused
by communications purporting to come from
close relatives or friends, making unjust
accusations or containing'vile innuendoes?
But these pests of society sometimes receive
proper punishment. It was in the Second
War. In a disturbed area of France,
soldiers were combing out suspects and
“ fifth columnists’’, Tempers were some-
what frayed., The practical joker of the
village saw a regiment passing down the
street, Aiming at some cheap fun, he put
his face out of the topmost wicdow and
yelled, * Fire here!” His funeral took
place the same day, for the soldiers took him
at his word. 'We hear of another practical
joker repaid in his own coin, A man (who
perhaps, had reason to hate him) pointed
out to him a stalwart giant who was
sitting reading a newspaper, and whispered,
* Do you see him ? He is a boxer just come
with the circus show which is visiting our
village. But, he is stone deaf, I wonder how
they manage with him.” The joker walked
up to the boxer, and, assuming a smiling
countenance, said: *Of all the greediest
gluttons of the world, you must be the

worst, I suppose they fed you well at the.
Jail from where you come. Otherwise, yout

d—d'body ‘would not be so fat.” I believe
the jokeris still in the hospital. It msy
be some time before his wounds heal up.

——

EDUCATION MINISTER'S QUESTiONNAIﬁE& |
By Srt R. Srinivasa IYEnGar, B.A., L.T. Sarvajana Hz}W@W%.

HAT the Hon. Education Minister to the

Government of Madras is ambitious to
break new ground in his earnest desire to
reorganise education in the Province is
revealed in the questionnaire he has issued
for elucidation of opinion on an apparently
elaborate model; for he has daringly
ignored the existence of the several reports
issued in recent years viz.,, the Sargent
Committee Report, the Wardha Kducation
Report, the Madras University Comwsittee
Report, the Post.War Educational Re-
construction Report of the Madras Govern-
ment itself in the Adviser regime, and has
posed absolute indifference to the atmos-
phere of tension prevailing in the education-
al world since the advent of the second
Congress Ministry. Inspired as he ishy

“a genuine desire to build a right type of

‘educalion which will make our children
manly, self-reliant and strong, and himself

-being engaged for some years past in build-

ing up a national institution, he has
completely eschewed the term ‘National
Education’ in the questionnaire, and has
carefully avoided the implications of a
scheme of national education. This is
all the more surprising, because the Sargent
and the Wardha Reports bear ample testi-
mony to the searching analysis of this
inspiring topic ; and I, for one, cannot believe,
that those who cannot think cf re-orienta-
tion of education in terms of national educa-
tion can really build up an education that
will make Indian children manly, strong and
gelf-reliant.

The Minister’s breaking *new ground
raises serious misapprehensions with regard
to one vital matter of national concern. The
questionnaire creates the impression that
the free and compulsory elementary educa-
tion of 8 years which has been accepted in
the Sargent and the Wardha Hducation
Reports as the siue qua non of a civilised
nation is likely to be given the go-by in
favour of a four-year scheme of literacy,

e

%"

or even a three.year course of elementary
schooling, teaching only the three R’'s. The
irony of public literacy has been exposed,
even the 8.year compulsory education is
considered inadequate, and measures are
being taken in all countries to prolong the
period of elementary education. A report
on Primary Education in England says,
“The schools whose first intention was to
teach children how to read have been
compelled to broaden their aims until it
might now be said that they have to teach
children how to live.”” It is widely re-
cognised that education should precede
literacy, should go side by side with literacy,
and should be continued even after literacy
is achieved ; education is in fact a life.long
process ; and planning is schemed to attain
this goal in all progressive countries.
Gandhiji has finely drawn the distinction
between education and literacy :—"By
education, I mean an all-round drawing out
of the best in child and man,—body, mind
and spirit, Literacy is not the end of
education, nor even the beginning. Literacy
in itself s no education.” The report of the
Central Advisory Board of Edocation obser-
ves, " The three R’s by themselves can no
longer be regarded as an adequate equipment
for efficient citizenship.” Mr. C.E.M. Joad,
in his latest book, “*About Education”, writes,
“ The main effect of education as it is given
to-day upon children who leave school at
fourteen is to give the power to read with-
out the ability to criticize what is read.”
The questionnaire betrays lack of apprecia-
tion of the fundamental issues and the
world trend of educational thought; and
it is to be regretted that the Hon, Education
Minister has allowed himself to be led along
the wrong track of minor issues and explod.
ed principles. Again, a serious mistake has
crept into the guestionnaire which states
that English has been eliminated from the
curriculum of Junior Basic schools. English
was never & .compulsory subject in the
elementary school curricalum, but ag
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optional subject ; hence the series of ques-
tions based upon this assumption is ir-
relevant.

The plea trotted out for introducing the
four year scheme of literacy or the three-
year period of elementary schooling was
one of the strong pleas urged by those who
opposed Gokhale’s Elementary Education
'Bill in 1910, viz, ¢ Most children in raral
parts are required for labour as early as
possible.”” I wish that the spirit of Gokhale
could be conjured up to-day to din into the
ears of the present generation the replies
given by the late Gokhale in the Indian
Liegislature. He drew the nice distinction
between education and literacy so early as
in 1911. * Elementary education for the
mass of people means something more than
s mere capacity to read and write. It
means for them a keener enjoyment of
life and a more refined standard of living.
It means the greater moral and economic
efficiency of the individual. It means a
higher level of intelligence for the whole
. community.” Again, while the Minister is
groping in the dark as to whether aided
schools  might be retained, and how the
local board schools might be improved,
Gokhale had defined in a speech in 1908,
the responsibility of the State, * The State
‘should accept it as a sacred obligation rest-
ing on it to provide for the free and
- compulsory education of its children.” T'he
educational administrators of to.day would
find the study of Gokhale’s speeches helpful
"to them in the solation of some at least of
their problems. L :

*

The Cabinet Committes will soon have
given its verdict mpon the teachers' re-
presentations  regarding the enhancement
of salaries; but it is sarprising that while
‘the teaching profession has, ever since the
- publication of the 8adler Commission
Report, been demanding the provincialisa-

tion of the teaching profession, the Minister
thought it fit to question whether the
salaries and leave rules should be the same
in all aided schools, and on a par with the
local board schools, and under what condi-
tions the management might terminate the
services of permanent teachers. Legarding
the raising of the teachers’ status, I should
like to say that it is no advantage to
teachers to claim seats on the managing
committees of schools. Teachers can pre-
serve their independence, and assert their
rights by keeping themselves outside the
managing committees. There is always
the risk that the teachers’ representatives
on the committees might most often com-
promise the interests of teachers or aliow
themselves to be affronted at the meetings
of the committees. The offer of seats to
teachers on the managing committees might
be tempting, but is really harmful. Another
tempting offer suggested in the question-

naire is representation on the legislature..
Teachers are morally disqualified . from.

asking for seats on the legislature, unless

the constitution” provides for functional

representation in the upper legislature ; for
the moulders of democracy csnnot justly
claim and plead for a separate electorate
which has done incalculable harm to the
couatry. ‘Teachers should not form a
separate caste by themselves; and a few
seats on the legisiature cannot be a great
accession to our strength. 'L'eachers should
claim the right of free expression of opinions
which they cannot to-day claim to possess
even with regard to educational matters.

May I conclude with my prayer that the
Hon. Minister for Kducation need not wait
till he has perused the replies, classified,
analysed them? I personally know his
enthusiasm and idealism, and hope that
the day for sound decision and action on

right hnes will not be unduly postponed.

THE GENIUS OF INDIAN CULTURE: SOME ASPECTS
BY Sg1 8. R. VENKATARAMAN, B.A,, B.L, Servants of ludia Societys Royapettah, Madras

(Continued from page 254)

. UNIVERSALISM

THE universalism of Hinduism has been
one of its grandest features. It lays
great emphasis on the harmony between the
individual and the universe, When the
Aryans first invaded India it was & land of
great forests, The forests gave them food
and shelter, and pastures for the cattle, fuel
for their sacrificial fices and materials for
building huts. The ancient Aryans were
surrounded everywhere by Nature,—trees,
plants, flowers, animals, birds, rivers and
mountains. Every moment .of their life
they lived in the closest communion with
Nature and in friendship with animals, birds
and living creatures, The forest life had its
own peculiar charm for the early Aryan,
His constant association with Nature was no
doubt responsible for the development of
the spirit of universalism in him He was
particularly free from possessive and com-
mercial instinets, which later enslaved his
descendants. He did not claim dominion or
ownership over lands, nor erect boundary
walls round his habitation. In tact, the

early Aryan had no fixed habitation. The

entire world was his home, and every tree
and cave was his home as of many others
like him. He did not burden his life or
mind with the things of the world., His aim
was something higher and nobler, towards
the realisation of the unity of all things and
to attune his mind and thought to the en.
vironment. He realised that truth was all
comprehending and comprehensive and the
only way of realising truth was by com-
pletely identitying himself, his entire being,
mental, physical, and emotional with the
objects around him and never in isolation,
It is in this wise that the early Aryans
- pealised the universal harmony between the

spirit of man and the spirit of the world.
It is this realisation that made our ancestors
proclaim: “ Whatever there is in the world
is being enveloped by God ; ” and, “'1 bow to
God over and over again who is in fire and
in water, who premeates the whole of the
world, who is in the annual crops as
well as in the perennial streams.” They
realised God in the family, in the society, in
the workaday world and in everything
around them. Our scriptures lay particular
stress on this aspect of the spirit of the
early Aryan, when they say that he alone
realises Truth, who perceives the universal
within his selt and his own self in the uni-
verse, The course of Indian culture de-
monstrates throughout its echequered career
the effort of this nation as a whole to reach
this ideal. Whenever there were religious
or social contlicts between the people of the
land and the invad.ing hordes or whenever
people were dispirited and decaying, there
appeared on the scene a succession of saints
who tried to bridge the gulf of religious and
social discord and infuse fresh vigour
and life into the people by preaching the
oneness of all life. This spirit of uni.
versalism or oneness and harmonisation
is perhaps ingrained in a s0il and
climate like India’s, One wonders whether
the fact that India is even to-day a purely
agricultural country is responsible for the

" promotion of that spirit of harmony &nd

universalism, which are the charagteristics
of our culture. Whatever may be t he peli-
gion, race or creed of the people of this land,
the agricultural civilization has fostered
among them “plain living and high thinking,"
But conditions of life are fast undergoing
a change. In the acontemplated world
structure India will have to fall in line with
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the rest of the world, but in doinisant
should not forget to foster amon: its own
people and the peogle of the woarid the spirit
of India viz, universalism and harmony,

This spirit of univarsalism 15 a living
reality even to-day. Even in these sy called
degenerate days of food szarsity, our women
folk practise this wvirtue reidiously as a
matter of daily routine. Before taking {ood.
the crow is fed. In every Hindu home, the
cow is venerated and worshipped on Fridays
and other auspicious days. The cow s
looked after with greater care and attention
than the childeon 1n the fam:ly. In Northern
India sparrows are fed even to day both by
Musiims and Hindus with grains. Women
folk offer milk to snakes in their abodes. In
overy village, very near a tank oron the
bank of a river, there are tha peepul trees
and the Tuis: plant which claim the atten.
tion of the Hindu housewile, who does not
fail to water them and oder her worship to
them, In south India, every community
worships the 0o~ Jduring the Pongal festiva),
as she is considerel to be tha iver of al|
gifts. Similarly they otler rige cakes to
aerows and birds oo the Saakrant: day. The
Hindu housewile always keeps some food
to be given to the Dbegdiar, who comes
on his nightly rounds crying for alms.
lostances like these can be multiplied to
prove that the spirit of uaiversalism amon
,u8 is not yet compietsly dead. These acts
ol kindness may be done by some inga
mechanical manner and in blind belie! as
matter o routine. But one cannot ignore
the underlying spirit of these beautiful
practioos,

UNITY,

The second great teature of ladian culture
is its unity. The tundamental unity of India
on cultural, geographical and religious
grounds cennat be disputed exocept by
politicians beat upom wresting power and
) influenge lor their own seif.aggrandise-

meat. The appareat diversity of people ang
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raz2s, creeds and cuituros that sne may see
1s musleazind ani lses nzt disalose the
unlercurrent of cnity ruaning throush all
of tham. Jist as a ‘arland of precious
stones of diverse kinis s held tofethep by
the ylolion thread that rans tnrzuth all of
them makin? the darland a thins of bas ity
and joy for ever, even so Iniian culture is
asynthesis 3¢ -iiverse razial and teital eul-
tures, iroclatmint the unity of lncdia. A
proper understaniing of the history of the
people of t=s land will convinee any one
of the real unity ex:sting among the people
in &8 most strtking manaer. This unity is
not based exclusively as in the “est on
#eogea; noal, national and politieal unity
aldne. In a7 unty 5 mast obsepvable in
the ommipressat sori.al an: soxel Life of
tae people  Totne Hinls anl the InZian
every place of ceauty s sazred, whather it‘
is on the bank of a river. on the hills or on
the seashore, Henares, Badarikashram and
Puri, Ram:sivaram, Sriranzan an: Tiew.
pathi are sazred to Hindus, wnei-ap taey
live tn the Sauth or in t~2 artn. Similariy,
the beautiful hii! stazions like Nainital,
Mussoriz and  A.mora belong to us n
the South as mucn as tne hill stations
of Ootacamund, Coonoor ani Kotagiri
belong to the peope n o 'lyetn. On
822040l U lne cunsiant aloracurse between
the loortn and the South during several
centuries, there has been an interchanye
and fusion of the cultural lIifs of the people of
the North and of ths 3s3uth. The North
has been for instanze considera™ly inlueng.
ed Dy tne pmlosopay of 3= Sanxara and
the o1 cuit of Ser Kanaq 1ja. Thne refor.
mist movement of ths saints in the North
owes & greal deal to Sp Ramanuja. In
respect of temple arcnitectura tco, 1t is
recognised that the Dpeavidians are great
m'aszcr dutiders. Paaple in Northern India
W03 have not seen ths temples of the South
can have no idea of ths grand conceptian
the beautitul exezution, the ample c;urg:
yards, the spacious pillacad hails and the
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wriistic exce'lerce ot S-uth 'rign terries.
Temples in Northern Indta ax-a-ting those
in Puch 7Taya. i'uri and Phitaneshwar, are
not <2 ‘rrpressive as the ar-nary temrle n
South India. In po nt ol ar-> eatural heautly
and otherwise the V. -arcaara temy's n
Benares is & DI Spariman somirstr U0
tamoles in the c2*h Dhcrerning? stadents
of Indian art an+ architestyrs aver that the
axistennrn Af e :nh o tamnles Al 2 dh Ay,
Bhubaneswar uri. Rajarutana and Bac.
nath in the < crme-t gf Mlmara mAay he Se
to tne inirnsp Al st fm Tan temrie
architects The ruine tomyles .n Basnath,
8by1t 20 meles aray from the toan of
Almora cn the bank o! ariver rem'ndad
me of temples in Southern Iniia Th~ carved
stone images of Canesha and ’arvaliin the
te~ s pacambied tha imafesin S~ th Ty AN
term;ln: [ S R ‘g1 cen
indyen-ed A sread Dol vy BRuirusm from
the North The {estivals and drag.ing af the
deities in gaily decorated cars in the South
have baon copiad from the 21iihists, who
in their turn serm to have copie: 1t fromn
the Chinese. The c<onds of Jayadeva of
Benial, of Kabir of 'Brinera Indigand of
Mira Bai from Kajaputana and the ahiangs
of Thukaram from Maharashtra are siing 1n
every nook and corner of South tpdia and
have become part of cur heritads. The
great Thiajara a, 8 ‘reat '’ S 2t Se lama
though by birth an Aniara s yreatly
honoured by the Tamilians, and his sangs
which are composed in beautitul Sanskritis.
ed Telugu have become the propsrty and
heritage of the Tamilians, Now the entire
country from Dalhi downwards 1s asserting
its claim to the ilorious ledsoy of Thisjlara)a.
it is claimed by discerning crities that saint
Tuls:das was in‘iuenced by the Ramayuna
of Kamban, the Tamil poet One of the
Swamies of ths Thiruppanacdal mutt seems
to have gone to Benares and having master.
ed the Hindi language is reported to have
discoursed to the people in Benares on the

tegutice ard rretie eraftmanchip of Kam-
Fanans rereat’y intluenced Tuladas,

In madern tmee  thic iniarshagde of

crLiire brtween the rorth and the enuth
“ac bern great Patrcts poeme like Fan.
v e Matarsa TRSere’s D erana-

yanc Lhals Qreendhianae 40 0 and those
! Hinrn Crattapadhyaya, thoutha'l of them
arr campacnd n the regional lanunle or
the mnathertonsae of the poets, are cung all
sver In-dia and hava hreome the commoOn
prorerty of the whale nation  Some of
thr hart warke nf pants and novalists from
Dansgli ind' Marathi and Gujarathi are
naw baind teanclata® in the South Indian
lanuates and cimilarly same of the writ.
infe of our ou:standing  South  Indinn
crhalars are teans!ated into North Indian
lanA:aides and othars patiana! faataates I
anane arlataanay teree tranclatoans AR wae
re o~y A Ar ' wcml wrttean by a Tamilian
dealing w.th the Ar finary day ta day life of
a Tamilian, it is hasauss wa find that life all
ovar India is the samas,  and the social,
ralifinge and prrenaa’ reatlems discussed in
gama A thaea novels resemble our own,
This is anather proof, if prool were needed,
of the fundameantal unity of India. This
fasling of unity is ths outcome of the passion.
ate davotion of the people of this land to
tha soil of ¢th~ir birth India.  Every patrio-
tre Indian ferls that he is first the child of
Mather Indim and then Temilian, Andhrs,
Hindu, Muslim ete The demand for Pakistan
15, | think, an interluda in the political life
of the chuntey, and it s earnestly hopad
that the problem will ba satisfactorily solved
hy arbitration, if naczsssary, on the basis of
thea unity of India. This daevotion to the
moatheriand on the part of Indians, border.
ing on the rahigious, is the outcome of the
feeling that Gad is immanent in Nature, in
man and in all ereations of man. For hag
not aveey inch of the soil of India been
fertilisad and watersd by tha great stream
of culture theough the ades, by people of all
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races and . religions inhabiting the country
from Cape Comorin to the Himalayas ?

This feeling of unity is not a mere historic
continuity. It has been dynamic and crea-
tive. Many races and communities sacrificed
their small differences for achieving unity
and for promoting harmony and peace
among the people, Towards the promotion
of this unity of India’s culture and civiliza-
tion, the establishment of places of pilgri-
’mage has played a great part. Chatrams and

" Dharmasalas even to.day are springing up in
all places of pilgrimage. Rest-houses and
feeding houses also are attached to some of
the Dharmasalas. These places of pilgrimagde
have been tha arteries through which flowed
the invigorating streams of Indian culture
fostering the sense of unity. In-former
days, one gould travel from one end of the
country to the other, resting at these way-
side resthouses. Peaple also were not only
religious and fond of visiting places of

’ pilgrimages, but were also adventurous. |
have heard of several instances in my village
and in my family of persons who had gone
on a pilgrimage with no more clothing than
a pair of dhoties, one shawl and a chembu,
all packed in 8 madisanchi, which did
not require the services of & porter or
‘helper to carry, Some of them have told
me of their adventures on the way which
were more thrilling than any of the stories

that | have read. The terrors of the journey

‘did not weigh with them. The various
‘centres of learning called ashramas or guru-
Julas were also the fountains from which
flowed the cultural stream ‘of the land, It
is this feature of Indian culture that made
‘Protessor Thakkakusu, the famous Japanese
scholar, obsarve many vyears' ago thus:
“ Fpom t‘he hoary ages of the Vedas and the

Upanishads, from the_ remote period of

Gautama Buddha upto the present days of
Tagdore, all through the centuries, this
spiritual givilization is running as a conti.
.nuoys stream holding;sway over the minds

of the Indian people. Beyond question,
India offers the world a civilization which
no thinker, no philosopher, no religious,
preacher, no sociologist can do without
probing and unlocking the mysteries ”

THE PROCESS OF ASSIMILATION,

The process of assimilation of the diverse
creeds, races and peoples by Hinduism,
resulting in unity, will read like a romance:
It was first during the Buddhistic times that
the social and religious structure of the
Aryans was assailed. During Buddhistic
times, caste rigidity began to show signs of
weakness. The relaxation of caste rules led
to foreign travel, trade, commerce and
cultural missions and no less also to the
assimilation of foreign elements into the
Hindu fold. The ahoriginals dot themselves
absorbed into Hinduism as Sudras at the
bottom, and the suacessful foreign invader
proclaimed himselt as a Kshatriya at the
top. Evidence is not lacking to prove that
the ecoin of the first foreign ruler bore hig
foreign name and the coins of his descen-
dants and successors bore Sanskrit names,
The dgscendants of foreign rulers, after

being Hinduised, were crowned kings

according to the traditional Kshatriya rites
and ritusls, Thus the Sakas and the Sey.
thians of the 2nd aentury B,C. were enrolled
as Rajputs.

The Besnagar Pillar inscription in Gwaliop
stats, which is supposed to belong to the 2nd
century, B. C. has a eapital with the figure
of & garuda at the top. The inscription on
?,he pillar tells us that the name of the pillar
is fleva-devesa-Vasudeva-garudadhwaia. and
that it was erecteq by a Yavana, a Greek by
name Heliodorus, the son of Dion. He
wias an ambassador in the court of the
Hindu King, Kasiputra Bhagabadra, He
was sent to the court of the Hindu
King by the Greek king on the North
western Frontiep, by name Antalcida.s.

Heliodorus called himselt
. a b
1S & devates of Vishny, | agaala, thet
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This inscription is incontrovertible avi-
dence to prove that even orthodox
Hinduism, that is Brahminism, favoured
the assimilation of the foreigners into the
Hindu fold even before the Christian era.
Later Buddhism and Jainism, with their
casteless society, absorbed the mlechhas and
the foreigners into their tariths. Similarly,
the Sakas and the Parthians and other
foreign tribes like the Greeks, were Hinduis-
ed and given the status of Kshatriyas in the
orthodox Hindu community. It is interest-
ing ta note that the names of these rulers
such as Zamotiks, Damszada, Kanishka:
Havishka and Mihiragula of the first genera-
tion of foreign rulers gave place to such
beautiful Hindu names such as Jaygdhman,

udradaman, Vasudeva 8nd othed Hindu
names in Iater gdenerations.” Many Hindu
communities in the North, some of the
Rajput clans and Kshatriyas of Rajaputanas
who are now redarded as orthodox and
Hindu, are in fact the descendants of
the Hinduised foreigners. The Kushans
and the Sakas became Buddhists and
Hindus, Kanishka, one of their most tamous
kings, has been made«a hero in the Buddhist
legend.

Even in later times, assimilation of foreign
elements into the Hindu fold seems to have
taken place ‘with the full econsent and
authority of the Brahmins, A reading of
the early expansion of Hindu culture in the
Punjab and the upper valley of the Ganges,
leaves no doubt in one's mind that the
assimilation was approvingly carried out for
the consolidation and expansion of Hindu
culture and Hindu society., It may be
mentioned here that the process of absorp-
tion of the foreign elements into Hindu
culture and religion was purely peacetul,

" voluntary and spontaneous. It was never

carried out deliberately as in the case of
Islam and Christianity, at the point of the
sword in one case and with the aid of
« Mammon and backed by political power as
in the other. It was the Indian culture, its
L11—42

way of lifs, that were responsible for this
process of absorption and assimilation into
the Hindu fold of the foreign tribes and
races. :

The remarks of Sir Herbert Risely on
this subjeet will not be out of place, as they
tell us of the various processes by which the
non-Hindu elements got themselves merged
in the Hindu fold.

Risely describes four processes- (1) The
leading men of an aboriginal tribe having
somehow got on in the world and become
independent landed proprietors, manage to
enrol themselves in one of the more
distinduished castes, They usually set up
as Rajputs, their first step being to endage
a Brahmin priest who invents for them a
pedigree hitherto unknown. (2) A number
of aborigines embrace the tenets of a Hindu
religious sect, losing thereby their tribal
name and becoming Vaishnavas, Lingayats,
Ramayats ete., (3) A whole tribe of aborigi-
nes or & larde section of a tribe enrol
themselves in the ranks of Hinduism under
the style of a new caste which, though
claiming an origin of remote antiquity, is
readily distinguishable by its name. (4) A
whole tribe of aborigines or a section there-
of become gradually converted (assimilated)
to Hinduism without abandoning their tribal

‘designation.

To these four processes may be added a
fitth, in which an individual member of an
aboriginal tribe or semi-aboriginal tribe
adopts s surname and a gotra of a particular
caste, and graduslly intermarries with the
members of that casta,

The Haihais of Mymensing, once a Mongol.
oid tribe, have bescome Hinduised in recent
times. They engaged the services of a
Brahmin priest, who invented for them a
pedigree, that they were. the deseendants of
8 Kshatriya family of North India, They
now wear the sacred thread and are & caste
by themselves, Tha Ahomes of Assam, a
Shan tribe akin to the Siamese, have in
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recent times been completely Hinduised.
Names like Sukapha and Sukhalenphs have
have been replaced by names like Viswesh-
wara and Gadadara.

This process of assimilation is still going
on among the hill tribes and the aboriginals

on the borders of the Hinduised traets in-

Chota Negpur, in Assam, in Nepal and in
the.C.P, among the Khols, Bodos, the Nagas,
the Nagars, the Gondas and others. Similerly
in the South, the Irulas, the Yenadis and
‘the Koragas and other communities are
fast getting themselves assimilated into the

the Hindu fold, .
BUDDHISM AND HINDUISM,

There is a general feeling among a large
section of Hindus that Buddhism i a
distinet religion and is in some respects the
negation of the fundamental tenets of
Hinduism, having no common ground with
the orthodox tenets of Hinduism. This is
a misconception, Swami Vivekananda once
deseribed Buddhism as the fulfilment of
Hinduism. Buddha by his reformist move.

.ment sought to purge Hinduism of its

excresaences and broaden its basis and has
influanced Hinduism and Hindu eulture a
great deal. But at the same time it must
be remembered that there is nothing in the
teachings of Buddha that has not its
counterpart in Hinduism and that “‘cannot
be reconciled with .the wide flung rande of
Hindu thought,” ‘

The ethical, social and practieal idealism
of Buddhism left its deep impress on
Hinduism, .In the bedinning, Buddhism
was & reformist movement., When the caste
system developed and becarhe rigid and a
danger to Hindu society, Buddha sounded
the slarm. . Buddha did not propound a
new religion. Nor was he hostile to Hinduism.,
He declared that he.was himself a Hindu
reformer., Under Buddhism caste disting-
tions, ritualism and animal sacrifice dis.
appeared. A new respect for lite expressing
itselt in love and afiection for all living

cre_atures was inculeated, Buddha did not
believe in the mortification of the bady as a
means ?o gain spiritual freedom. When the
Brahmins had to face Buddhism, which
denc?unced caste distinctions and animal
sacrifices of every kind and when they
found that it wag becoming popular among
the masses, they tried to borrow some of
the features of Buddhism and made Hindu-
ism approximate to Buddhism, For instance,
they gave up meat-eating, They insisted
that Brahmins should be vegdetarians, Strict-
ly speaking, Buddhism never displaced
Hinduism. Buddhism was after all an
indigenous produst. Its philosophy is based
on the bedrock of Vedic and Upanishadic
teactigss. The (fpanishads do ‘not attach
value td priesterat and ritualism. Buddhis

ignored the importance of castes, Brahmi-
nism, despite its differences with Buddhism,
made Buddha an guatqr of Vishnu. The
Mahayana form of Buddhism was in fact
another form of Hinduism. Thus, as Pro-
fessor Keith says, India has the strange

denius of converting what it borrows and
of assimilating it,

The outstanding teature of Buddhism has
been the spread of the religion of humanity,
It has rendered immeasurable service to
mankind in civilising the backward peoples
and the aborigines who embpraced Buddh-
ism.. In the encouragement of art and

~ letters, improvement in the statys of women,

and prevention of war and bloodshed, the
part played by Buddhism is very great, [t
was Buddhism that carried the message of
Indian cultures, beace, love and charity,

compassion and righteousness,to the peoples
of Central and Eastern Asia,

Buddha threw open the sannyasa asrama
to all alike, ineluding the Sudras and the
low castes and thus asserted the spiritual
equality of the * lowest castes and fheir
admission to the highest spiritual status,

While speaking of Buddhism, a passing
reference to the greatest of Hindy monarchs

KALIDASA

viz., Asoka, will not be out of place. Among
the monarchs who sought to bring about
unity and harmony among the various
communities and peoples of India, Emperor
A’ ka can'be said to be the pioneer. He
b‘ffought the entira continent of India under
his beneficent sway. His missionary efforts
resulted in Aryanising the backward com-
munities and the people of Ceylon. One
notable feature of Asoka's religion is that he
did not foree his personal religion on others,
He held the scale even between the compst-
ing faiths., He was even solicitous enough
to provide shelter for the Ajivaka ascetics
who were more akin to the Jains, in the
Babaar Caves, Though he brought the entire
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continent of India under his sway, his rule
was not imperial in its character. He
maintained friendly relations with the
southern kings like the Pandyas and the
Cholas and with Ceylon. He sent good-will
missions to Syria, Egypt and Cyrene in
North Africa, and to Macedonia and Pegu®
Buddhist missionaries carried the messsage
of Buddha to the border tribes of the
Himalayas, the Gandharvas and the Yava-
nas of Kabul. He was the last great Hindu
Emperor and in his reign the whole of India
for the first time enjoyed a spell of peacs,
harmony and cultural expansion under
royal aegis,
(To be continued)

KALIDASA AS PATRIOT
By SrI M. R, SAMPATKUMARAN, M.A., Mudras.

(Continued from page 302)

O wonder that Kalidasa glorified this
national hero and heroine. The deli-

cate and unfaltering touches with which
he has refined the character' of Dushyanta
and exalted that of Sakuntala are evident to
any one who compares the "brisk narra-
tive of the epic with the grace, elegance and
matchless poetry of the play. Though
Dushyanta’s rule in the plot is unenviable,
he is shown as the perfect flower of chivalry
Heisa gallant as well as a knight, a con-
queror and king as well asa lover, His
repudiation of Sakuntsla is robbed of all
offence by the invention of the curse. His
love is chastened and purified by suffering.

- This is even more true of Sakuntala, whose

character visibly develops before us. “When
we first meet her,” “writes Professor Ryder,
“she is a simple maiden, knowing no greater
gorrow than the death of a favourite deer -
when.we bid her farewell, she has passed
through happy love, the mother's joys and
pains, the most cruel humiliation and sus.
picion and the re.union with her husband
proved at last not to have been unworthy.
Aud each of these great experiences has

been met with a courage and sweetness to
which no words can render justice."

In the Kumarasmbhava, Kalidasa lifts up
the theme of love to its highest possible
level. If Dushyanta and Sikuntala are the
founders of the Bharata family, Siva and
Parvati are the divine parents of mankind.
Even the classical restraint of Dr. Keith is
undermined by the grandeur of the theme
and its gracious treatment by the post. “To
Ka:lidasa.," he writes, “the love of the divine
pair is no idle myth—it is reality leading to
the*birth of a god destined to do good to the
world : and the affection of the divine pair
is symbolic of the love which ought to be
reproduced on earth between husband and
wife. Suggestion is the soul of poetry : in
the description in the X umarasambhavag as
in the Meghadhuta of superhaman love, we
have the exemplar of love on earth ’We
have here an attempt to reconcile the
ancient conflict between renunciation and
acceptance of life. Kalidasa has exalted the
ideal of acceptance, but freed it from all sus.
piocion of grossness or self-indulgence. On
the other hand, as Tagore points out: * It
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is fulfilled by renunciation, gratified by
sorrow and rendered eternal by religion.”
Those who tend to look upon Kalidasa as a
poet of sensuousness should remember the
importance he assigns to renunciation.
Even Sri Aurobindo, who regards Kalidasa
as ‘‘the great, the supreme poet of the
senses, of aesthetic beauty, of sensuous
emotion,” declares: * His sensucusness is
not coupled with weak self-indulgence, but
is rather a bold and royal spirit seizing the
beauty and delight of earth to itself and
compelling all the senses to minister to the
enjoyment of the spirit rather than en-
slaving the spirit to do the will of the
senses.”’
This difference is vital. The secret of
our ancient ideal lies not in the denial of
life, but in its acceptance and fulfilment
through retunciation. The twin ideals of
acceptance and renunciation are indicated
by Kalidasa in a great many places, and
brought out most vi%ridly by his plays and
poems passiag from the court to the hermi-
tage and from the city to the forest. He
was at home everywhere, and the serenity
of his thought and the equanimity of his
ternper show him to be one who was prac-
tising what the ancient soriptures had taught.
Kalidasa had in an abundant measure the
insight and wisdom which make for the
national partiality for toleration. -

Such are some of the ideals that he paints
and glorifies. He sets them amidst a back-
ground of supreme beauty. * The scenery
of his work,” it has been said, * is a univer-
sal paradise of beautiful things.” Part of
this beauty came from the fine arts and part
from Nature. The city of Alaka in the
Meghadhuta is a miracle of beauty, owing
equally to Nature and. art.

g afeaata ezt afaem
Givar wgeae: Ranwrradfesteg 1

e afbrrEpEEgERategmn
srarreat geligas a3 JQHAN: ||

Wheta palaces in much may rival thee :

Their ladies gay, thy lightning’s daxzling

,  powers—

Symphonip drums, thy thunder’s melody—
Their bright mosaic floors, thy silver
showers—

Thy rainbow, paintings, and thy height,
cloud-licking towers. (Prof. Ryder's’
translation). .

Scattered throughout his works are refer-
ences to & high level of material civilisation
and artistic development. Loofty and lovely
houses with decorated columns and ‘air-con-
ditioning' equipment, good roads and bridges,
comfortable seats and swings, gardens
and tanks, cosmetics and toilet accessories,
scents, silks and jewels, toothsome delicacies
and fragrant wines—are all there. Music,
drama and dancing had reached a high
degree of development. Kings and Queens
were accomplished and polished. Painting
as o fine art was very much in vogue. Ta
Kalidasa, however, all this luxury and beauty
did not mean an invitation to weak self-

indulgence, The austerity of the hermit as
well as the enjoyments of the citizen could
lead to the same goal of self-realisation, :

Teifin et Wty famen Qe
+1iegel wafg Fegfadisi T9g: |

axyaar eAclky qanarad
R St UL ASGT T O CCALC AL
(As. V. 2)

Nature in most of her myriad moods ap
pealed to Kalidasa. He can bring out th
impressive sublimity of the Himalayas s
well as the graceful coquetry of the honey

.sucking bee, All the trees, plants an
creepers that he saw he has described i
phrases of chiselled perfection. Many ¢
them are associated intimately with dai
life. Thé asoka trees blossom after ‘the
are kicked by beautiful women: and it a
pears as though Malavika wins Agnimit
as & reward for favouring an asoka tree
this manner. The bakula tree was suppos
to flower, when lovely ladies spat wi
on it:

GRARAEIETEag NI gHEa:
(Rv, IX. 3
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_he special attachment that people felt the wild boar and the rhinoceros are not
‘towards creepers like madhavi, navumalika neglected. The musk deer and the yak are
and priyangu and trees )ike the mandara described. There is a strange picture of
and the mango is noticed by the poet, Agri- sparks of fire coming out of the mouth of
"culture interested him deeply. The trans- jackals eating flesh in deserted Ayodhya

%lanlfiing of paddy is described in the Fegares ARafavhn @ agd
uvamsa :
e o Rk o (Rv. XVI. 12)

WITANOTAN ®SEAT 39 & TIH | )
R ) ARy The mythical monster, sarabha, is also
;AP gTEa e o alluded to, his locale being placed in the
(Rv. IV. 37) wilds of the Himalayas. (MD, ) Snakesand
. fishes are occasionally mentioned, There
Sugarcane plant?txons are referred $0 yorg pearl fisheries near the Tamraparni.
here and there. There were palms and ypsects like the indragopa and the firefly do
betel creepers on the coastal route. Sandal escafe notice. Horses and cows are
trees and cardamom plants were In the lovingly described. Raghu, it must be
south. Grapes flovrished in the region of remembered, is born as the result of the
the Punjab. In Kashmir could be found worship of the divine cow, Nandini, by

the saffron flower: Dilipa and Sudakshina.
gIfa: T IIFIASEAET, || The rivers and 'mountains, the cities and

(Rv. 11, 67) villages and forests of India are painted in

glowing colours by the poet. From the

Nearby grew the akshota tree, bent by Himalayas in the north to the dam that
the tug of eléphants, tied to them. Pine Rama is said to have built across the ocean
trees towered on the Himalayas, the bam- in the extreme south, from the borders of
boos clustered there and medicinal herbs. Persia in the west to Assam in ths east, tha
emitted rays of phosphorescent light, whole of India is Kalidasa's province.
’ Foreigners like the Yavanas, the Persians,

the Hunas, the Chinese and the Indonesians
are mentioned by the poet. From the zest

There is a graphic description of the
mist and reeds” at the banks of the River

Gambhu:ai with which he describes the victories of
aem: Prfacstgatig sraardearas léa.ghu over the Persians, the Huns and the
" . . ambhojas, one feels that Kalidasa had no
At Ao afeeadd ... (Mp. 1. 41) problem of Swaraj to worry over,
The queen among Indian flowers, the
lotus, is of course celebrated in a thousand He
contexts.

aghu’s march started from Ayodhya,
crossed over to Bengal and Orissa,
proceeded south along the Coromandel

Birds and animals of all sorts appealed coast, reached Malabar and travelled by a
to the poet. The dancing peacock evokes land route to Persia. Then he returned to
picturesque description in more than one Sind and the Punjab, entered Kashmir,
place. The music of the sarasz and the marched along the foot of the Himalayas
cuckoo, the longing of the royal swans for and completed his victorious campaigns in
the Manasa lake, the chalaka and the Assam. Rama’s aerial journey is straight
chakravaka, the semi-tame birds of the across India from Ceylon to Ayodhya. The
hermitage, the starling in the cage, all find Yaksha sketches a 'special route for his

- mention. Even the cqmanp_l&ce crow cloud messenger from Ramagiri in Central

the Indis to Alaka in the Himalayas. India is
e therefore the recurring subject of Kalidasa's
poetry. He is axious to act, not merely as
a traveller’s guide, but also as a patrioty

gets a place. Amo @unig

fittingly honoured;
tiger and the grptdtd flight of antel
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a pilgrim and a student of history, recalling clouds floating here and there. and the

the glories of the past and deiighting in reve-

rent homage.

The renowned Ujjaini had a special place
in his affections. The Yaksha asks the
cloud to make a special detour so as not to
miss this city, Apparently Kalidasa must
have been born ‘at Ujjaini ; or it must have
appeared to him in some special sense his
home. It seems to him a radiant bit of
heaven, fallen oo earth :

TEdhgd gat‘iam% afot i A
I: gacatiy Ra: wlawesdwg |
' (Mp. 1. 30)

In alarger sense that is how India seems
to have appeared to him. For he associates
everything great and grand and beautiful in
this country intimately with the divine. The
Himalayas, stretching from the eastern to
the western ocean, not merely seem the
measuring rod of the world : they are also
in their white brilliance like the white
sheen of B8iva's laughter gefting a local
habitation and a.name:

wdhga: sRREfe s,
(Mbp. 1. 58)

The ipfinity -of the ocean similarly
suggests to him a similitude with God :

at mwmeat SR Re qm o
| Rt st ||
RsontRaremrnof e ETRaea a o

The rainbow ‘across the cloud recalls to
him a picture of 8ri Krishna with peacock
plumes in his" head.

Wi epfach MeaTe Reo: |
) (Mp. 1. 15)

The. colourful confluence at Prayag
reminds him, among other things of the
infinite expanse of the sky with white

€yl

white body of Siva, adorned with twining
black sepents,

FhRAA TeTwdt aatfivmenie: avdieay |
AT G AR o Paar@aqaa. a3z
Ffae FeanEde s agiaRe |
TRty A v frmnar ggeEeE o
(Rv. XI11. 36-7)

It is because Kalidasa feels ‘the presence
pf't;he divine everywhere in India that he
1s in the highest sense a patriot. All his
Ideals, political, cultural and religious, are
summed up briefly in the Bharatavakya to
Sakuntalam.

vaqal swffzarr ot
AT qangal aduang |
a7 g1y fedRa:
Tg TRTITRRRL: |
May kingship benefit the land
And wisdom grow in scholars’ band ;

May Shiva see my faith on earth
And make me free of all rebirth,
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PLATO*
“ TRAINING TO GOODNESS”

By Paur Vercmese Esq, B.A., M. Ep. (Leebs), LC.P. (Loxb.), Vice-Principal,
Training College, Trichur R

Plato, a pupil of Socrates, was born in
420 B.C. His influence upon educational
theory has been lasting and profound. He
agreed with Socrates as to the aim of edu-
cation—the attainment of virtue—through
training to goodness, the foundation of which
is ‘ideas.’ But unlike Socrates, he believed
that the power of attaining knowledge was
to be found only in a few and preferred to
call this power a special or sixth sense, a
vsense for ideas”. This conception was the
knell of the democratic tendency. In his
ideal scheme of education, he returned to
an aristocratic government of a socialistic
nature. ,

Society, in his view, should be governed
by those possessing knowledge, called ‘philo-
sophers’. Just as an individual’s passions
and desires are .restrained and ruled by
intelligence and thus his action is control-
led, virtue attained and justice maintained,
this topmost class (philosophers) should
rule to maintain justice in a society. -Plato
considers the division of society into three
broad categories: the philosophers to rule,
the soldier- class to protect and defend accord-
ing to the instructions of the first, and the
last, the industrial class (artisan) to obey
and support the other. two classes. Thus
these three divisions will obtain the virtues of
wisdom, honour and money-making respect-
ively, which will be responsible for the
maintenance of justice and gooduoess in the
entire society. Plato’s state was the proto-
type of the modern totalitaridn state in
theory, where the intention was to mould
the individual into a definitely planned
eitizen.

Plato’s educational scheme is outlined
in his book, The Republic, and the more
practical dialogue known as The Laws.
By limiting the study to only afew, Plato
showed & tendency to return to the old
principle of subordinating the individual to

society. He failed fo see that each indivi-
dual really possesses all human characteris-
tics and that each has to contribute
something for the enhancement of the
society, according to his peculiar merits
and traits.

Athenian education did not extend
beyond the twentieth year. But Plato pres-
cribed higher education in two phases—
scientific and philosophic. The first one
extends approximately over 20 to 3V years
of age, which includes the subjects of
mathematics (for training), music (to monld
the soul to rhythm and harmony) and
astronomy (to note the changing phenomena
in the external world of being). Following
this, comes the next stage wherein five
years are to be devoted to the study of
dialectic or philosophy. This forms the
earliest formulation of curriculum in the
history of education. Credit also goes to.
him asthe father of adult education,

Plato divined the importance of pre-natal
influences on the uunborn child and noted
the significance in character-forming of the
first three years of life. He also wanted
that “all children from three to six, shall be
collected at the local sanctuary—all the
children of each village being assembled
at the same place” in the charge of nurses
supervised properly, not to learn lessons but
to lead an orderly life: ‘‘pature herself
suggests games atthat age, and children
readily invent them, when left in
each other’s company.” = There lies
the germ of modern nursery school. The
fact that he provided the same education
for women as well, shows his breadth of
vision and penetrating insight. It puts him
far beyond his own and subsequent tines.

It was Plato who gave the earliest
conception of the disciplinary valaue of
education. ,“All men,” he says, *desire
happiness. Health, beauty, good birth,

* Reprinted from Paul Verghese: Famous Educators—by kind ;;ermission of the aut.hm:;



824

r, honour are ingredients in it,
vigeualtltil:l’ tp}?ev:jselves these are li}e;utralg I:Jl;g);
cording to the use

a;e tg};):i.or ’})‘;ii:c valueg depends on our

?Ja.ving the wisdom that can employ them

rigbt]y.” This then must be tla‘e flpa:l ﬁ:n

f education which is defined as training to
;oodness from youth” (Laws 643)

in Wis Republic (401) ha.s_ insisted
onPtll?;oirlnportance of atmos_phe're in ecli]ucl:a-
tion. “The young shou[d live in a whole-
some climate and drink in good from ew{ezt'y
qua.rter...and insensibly Qraw them 1in c;
sympathy and harmony with the beauty o
reason.” We pow reslise that the atmos;
here for education must be a source o
comfort and inspiration to the pupils asa
place where they can pursue thelr' studies
in healthy and civilising surroundings. It
will thus enable them to set up good
standards which will be of real service to

to them when they grow.
Two t_hi:‘xgs' are eagential for human
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importance bf a person or a nation depends
upon the values which it has brought into
the world and the degree to which they
are embodied in its life. The ingredients
of values according to Plato are goodness
(through history), truth (through science
and history) and beauty (through literature
and art), and he thought to find their unity
in & vision of goodness which embraced
and coordinated all other goods.

Plato stands like a hnge beacon.light in the
ocean of education, guiding and introducing
us to the perennial questions. He deals
with life, life in all its aspects. “Thenoblest
of all studies,” he says, “is what man is and
how he should live”. Only philophers like
him can open up a vista for us. The
proper study of mankind is man, gchoes
Alexandar Pope. A man who knows how
to live need not know anything else. As
Sir Richard Livingstone says: *Plato’s
Republic is not only the greatest prose
work in the secular literature of Furope,
perhaps of the world, but it is also an

i 1 i he eternal
gress—increase in knowledge and the a,dmiz_'able" introduction to t
girs(::%l::iy :fl higher values. The unltimate questions.”
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INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE IN
AUSTRALIA

By Mg. K. G. SatviparN, Educational Adviser, Rampnr State,

\ E live in a rather strange world when

values have become so perverted that

we hardly notice this fact. T do not know

how many—or rather how few !—people in

India are aware that recently i.e, during

September and the first half of October, an

International Educational Conference was

held in Australia, whose central theme was

" Education for International Understand-

ing”. Ina world dominated by the war

mentality and power politics—an inevitable

legacy of war, which never brings anything

in its train except bitterness, hatred, frus.

tration and life-weariness, all ingredients of

future wars—any movement which tries

honestly to strengthen the * defences of
peace " deserves our notice and our support,
But such movements seldom find their
proper place in the press, unless they have

the publicity value of being associated with
the names of persons, who are ex-officio
“news ”. On the other hand, if any sensa-
tional murder or scandal were to take place,
it can always manage to invade the head-
lines of a greater part of the world press,
which is a pity ! I regard this Conference
8s significant not because it was an educa.
tional Conference and I happened to be an
educational worker, not even because I hap-
pen to be a participant in it, but because it
was the first conference of its kind held after
the blood bath of the recent world war and be.
cause it was preoccupied not with the techni-
cal problems and methods of education—im-
portant as they are in their place—but with
the urgent, undeniable problem of how a
return to peace may be facilitated and better
understanding amongst nations brought
about through the instrumentality of educa-
tion in the broadcast sense of the world.
Notice that I use the words “g return to
peace may be facilitated" which implies that
we have not yet secured peace, and this is
precisely what I mean, A cessation of
hostilities in the military sense is not peace ;
it often means nothing more than the
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dangerous fact that the fight has been trans.
ferred from the military to the political or
economic field or that instead of being waged
on the battleficld it is going on in the hearts
and minds of the people where it is, if any-
thing, even more difficult to stop. A lasting
and creative peace means mental and emo-
tional peace which is an educational problem
and which can orly be brought about, if the
subjective and objective conditions neces-
sary for it have been secured. This Con-
ference was mainly preoccupied with an
examination and scrunity of these conditions
and an elucidation of the ways and means
which educaticn can adopt to strengthen
& genuine peace mentality.

The idea of holding this Conferenca origi-
nated with the International Headquarters
of the New FEducation Fellowship
in  London which has so far held
several conferences in  Europe and
America, but none in the East. The Federal
Council of the Australian branch of the New
Education Fellowship—which has the good
fortune of having a very alert and compe-~
tent Secretary in R. J. Best, welcomed the
proposal to hold sessions of the Conference
in the capitals of the different States and in-
vited for the purpose certain selected
educationists from Czechoslavakia, France
China, Great Britain, Holland, India, New
Zealand, Poland and United States of
America, Russia was also invited to send
delegates, but for reasons best known to her,
did not respond. Thus a team of fifteen
international delegates came together to dis-
cuss from all angles, the urgent problem of
how to fight through education the racial,
national and colour prejudices that further
wars and to formulate the conditions which
must be fulfilled, if cultural and creative
work is to find its proper place in this fren-
zied world. They discussed various edu-
cational topics which they were specially
qualified to do by their experience, But the
central connecting thread which united
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them into a more or less coherent pattern
was this search for the principles underlying
international good fellowship. Perhaps I
might do well to introduce some of the out-
standing delegates from different countries
and indicate in passing the special subjects
chosen by eachsthis will give you a fair
idea of the personnel and the scope of the
Conference.

The British delegation, which was the
biggest, had amgngst its members Dr. Llau-
wreys, Mr. Wood and Dr. Macallister Brew.
Llauwreys is a Belgian-born Englishman,
who is Reader in Education at jhe Inter-
national Institute of Education, Liondon ands
the Deputy Chairman of the International
New Education Fellowship. He has also
been appointed an Educational Adviser to
to the Unesco. He is a scientist and he
surveyed the problems of education from the
scientist’s point of view, stressing the fact
that the world had become technologically
s unit and education should be shaped
accordingly. Wood is an official of the
British Ministry of Education and a very
fine man of deep religious and spiritual
fervour. Bome of you may perhaps recall
that he came to India in 1937 as member of
an N. E. F. delegation, visited many im-

portant Educational Centres and later pro-

duced in collaborrtion the well known Wood
and Abbott Report, dealing with problems
of Technical Education in India. He has
done valuable pioneering work in connea-
tion with what is known as the German
Re-education movement and is one of those
select people who believe that there is a
spark of goodness, dim or bright, which re.
sides in al! individuals and who are more
concerned with keeping it alive and fanning
it into a'flame than with pointing out their
all-too-apparent pettiness and cruelty. Dr,
Macallister Brew—who is blest with g
double doctorate, in Liaw and Medicine :—
has been responsible for organizing a very
important section of the youth movement
in England and Scotland—G@irls Clubs and
mixed Clubs which are meant to serve as
voluqtary centres of social, intellectual and
practlcg.l_ training for young people, d uring
the critical stage of adolescence, as they

would oth'erw.ise fall a victam to undesirable
or cramping influences. She is g very witty
and interesting speaker and her thesis was
that, if you provide a full and rich and free
self-governing community life for the youth'
you would have them normal personalities'
interested 10 peace and constructive work'
and compenionship and not minds seethip

with inhibition, frustration, unresolved comg—;
plexes and discontent—which is a practical

psychologist’s approach to the problem of
peace and war.

France sent Mademoiselle Chaton, who
was & courageous underground work'er in
France during the German occupation and
gave a good account of herself in that
dangerous game, for which she has been re-
cently awarded a ‘‘ Liegion of Honour *’, the
bighest honour to which any I'rench citlizen
can aspire. She is the Headmistress of g
big school in Paris and brought to the Con-
ference table bitter lessons learnt through
personal experience of the Nazi menace to
culture and education.

In Kees Bocke, the Dutch dclegate,
Holland sent one of her remarkable sons,
tho_ugh he is such & genuine humanist and
& citizen of the world that one hesitates in
relega.tmg him to any particular country.
He is aman of high idealism, incorruptible
Integrity and firm convictions, for which he
has suffered during the greater part of his
life. He gave up of his own accord a life
of ease and comfort and chose the hard up-
hill path of service. He is the founder of an
International Children’s Community in
Holland, and his message or central doctrine
is that there can be no peace in the world
and no security unless men are prepared to
give up their jealously guarded, exclusive

privileges, which in this sense, include all.

that sets men apart one another. Li
privilege isthe root of all evil, bu{‘itki: I:t(:::x?{;
more generalized thing than money. Some
‘tlme§ people are apt to regard him as g
denizen of the clouds’ who has not got his
feet firmly planted on earth. Byt that is not
seldom'the lot of people, who have the in-
convenient habit of stressing fundamental
't‘hmgs in a dowqright maoner  without
tempering the wind "’ (of their presenta-
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tion) “ to the shorn lambs’' (amongst their
audiences).

From U.S.A. came the alert and debonair
Theodore Brameld, Professor of Educational
Philosophy in the University of Minnesota
and Vice President of the American branch
of the New Eduoation Fellowship. He has
made a special study of race relations and
has the audacious frankness to admit and
condemn unreservedly the treatment meted
out by America to the Negroes and other
minorities. His educational philosophy
condemns as inadeqnate the philosophy of
“ perennialism ” (which like the reactionary
in politics, hearkens back to the past), of
* essentialism *’ (which confines itself to the
tested heritage of the classical curriculum),
of * progressivism” (which is content with
the *liberal ’ doctrine of stimulating people
tothink effectively), and “eclecticism” (which
has chosen the convenient path of finding
some good in each philosophy!) He isin
favour of what he calls * reconstructionism”
—these Americans are really wonderful at
inventing impressive names!—which realizes
that we are in midst of a revolutionary
period with entirely new socio-political out-
lines, and that education must consciously
dedicate itself to the shaping of a world
which will provide the good life of security,
decency and peace for all the peoples in-
habiting it. He has a fine awareaess of the
dynamic temper of this age.

Thus you will see that the only non-
descript in this galaxy was the writer of this
article. But since he happens to be the
writer, there is an irresistible temptation
to share with you his point of view and
epitomize the Conference proceedings from
that angle. Amongst the subjects on which
I was invited to speak in the different con-

ferences were the following :—

I * Education for Peace”’. I stressed
the fact that two things were necessary for
the securing and waintenance of Peace in
the world, Firstly a psychologlcq.l revolu-
tion in the mental content of children and
adults which would enable them to eradi-
cate as far as possible, tHe habits of greed,
exploitation, intolerance and placing the

self first, which our educational as well as
social and political institutions tend cons-
ciously or unconsciously to encourage.
Secondly, a frank recognition of the basic
fact that Peace cannot be enforced by force
or by the domination of one or more *Big
Powers,” but must grow as a patural result
of establishing social justice and equality of
opportunity in the international field. So
long as exploitation and injustices thrive, so
long as imperialism, colonialism, racialism
or capitalism deny justice between nations
and groups, so long as class conceptions of
culture and society prevail, so long as false
patriotism is held upeas a_high ideal—"my
country, right or wrong!”—and loyalty to
Latitude is considered more important than
loyalty to Truth, all talk of peace is either
hypocritical or stupid and education must
seriously address itself to the task of
strengthening respect for the objective as
well as subjective “defence of peace” in the
minds of children and adults. In its final
summing up, the Conference accepted the
validity of both these factors.

. 2. " 'What part can the Unesco play in
the cause of Peace ?”” My main contention
was that, in the pest, intellectuals had been
too often content to dance to the tune of
war-mongers, big business and “merchants
of death.” With a few honourable excep-
tions, they had failed to take a firm stand in
favour of Peace and social justice and. at
times of national crises, they had merely
fallen into line with mob hysteria aud
sought to provide rational justification for
it. This had happened not only in Nazi
Germagpy where Science and Philosophy and
History, in fact, the whole world of thought
were definitely handcuffed, but also in all
other countries, in varying measures, . It is
necessary now for all teachers, scientists,
thinkers and other creative workers to assert
their moral and intellectual independence
and the Unesco should become a world
forum for-voicing the verdict of the human
conscience on the crucial issues that face us
to-day. Oa the practical side, it can help
.in the reorientation of the curriculum, the
method of teaching and the 1deology of
teachers in such & way that they would
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intelligently reflect and react to the nature
of the modern world, which has become a
closely integrated organism and in which
the weal and woe of all nations and*peoples
are closely intertwined. Any injury or
injustice inflicted, on one part, must, and
does, react on the rest of the organism with
the inevitability of a boomerang. This
central fact of human interdependence was
stressed by all weakers in different ways
and I think it did cut deep into the mind
of the audiences.

3. ."Education in 1India.” This topic
was difficnlt to deal with, because the story
that I had to unfold was not one of great
achievements but of fallure and frustration.
I presented it, however, as part of the great
world problem, because such wide.spread
illiteracy and ignoranoe amongst one-sixth
of the human race is not only a matter of
coucern for India herself, but is also a
cultural menace to the rest of the world,
I descrlibed the historical and political causes
responsible for the present situation, the
apathy and indifference on the part of the
State in the past-paucity of financial re-
sources, lack of vision and courage in the
formulation of educational policy, the in-
adequacy of the type of education provid-
ed—but also pointed out frankly that
nothing could condone either the Govern-
ment or the people for tolerating any longer
this state of affairs, which was a blot on the
certuries old cultural reputation of India
Oa the other side of the picture, I pointed.
out certain valiant attempts to in'xprove the
guality of education and make it more
national in the best sense of the world
experiments like Tagore's Shantiniketan
and Dr.. Zakir Hussain's National Muslim
University of Delhi and the recent formula-
tion of the schemes of Basic National
Education and Post-War Kducational
Development (popularly known as the Sar-
gent Scheme), all of which aroused consider.
sble interest and questioning.

4. *“Educational Ideology of Islam
int'erprefed 'by Igbal.” Having discus's:g
this subject in & book which I wrote a few
years ago, I do not think I need recapitulate
the general lines of argument herej ng

would available space suffice! However
it was a great pleasure to find that very'
gon&demble interest was aroused not only
in Islam and in the educational ideology of
Islam, but also in the poetry and philosdphy
of Igbal whose name, at lesst, has now
become familiar in educational circles in
Australia,  They learnt with great interest
apd surprise how, starting from entirely
different cultural and religious premises
Igbal has reaffirmed, with great force and
clarity thefbasic features of a true humanism
—respect for individuality, the primac

the spirit, _freedom. growgll’l thrf)ughalciillir:){_fg
and working in a community, value of
Science as a means of exploiting Nature, the
Importance of * Liove’ guiding and controll-
Ing the forces of Intellect and the need of
bringing about that rapproachment between
Power and Vision which is essential for the
peace and sanity of the modern world.

5. * Shape of the Culture to Come", I
discussed the two great dualisms which h'ave
been operative, in varying measuve, in all
the cultural movements in huinan history —
that between culture and economics and
that between culture and ethics. After
pointing out how this had resulted in the
development of a class conception of culture
which denies, to the large majority, a.ccesé
to cultural riches and renders the culture of
the minority superficial and angemnic and
hovy people had accepted this sorry state of
gffafxrs as normal and inevitable—although
it is neither just nor rationg]—I discussged
the new forces that have been genera.teci b
modern science, which could ' either enslav};
g;-adrele?se mankind according to the use
I le of them, The academic, artistic, ex-
Wllxls_lv}:a and national cultures of the {)ast
Ob‘;icous‘ln;e;galzlgrtur.ed in "ivory towers " a.rt;

ronisms in this age of sci
:lxllﬂuilsmofcragy and social fergrnent. 1?1?1(1::
outure of the fu‘tqre must therefore, I
. gue. » Bssimilate Science and must res (;nd
intelligently to the needs of the new vforld
tha'zt had come into being at the behest of
Smen('m. It must be dynamic, rich in con-
tent, international in outlook, inspired by

a faith in man's potentialities and apprecia~

INT

tive of the essentially co-operative nature of
the human endeavour.

I have given rather more space to a
summary of my talks than would on the
face of it appear justified. My object in
doing so is that, through these talks, I was
trying to present to the conference audiences
what I regard as a synthetic picture of the
part, which a creative, progressive and re-
organized education can play in bringing &
new and better social order into being, based
on the fundamental principles of democracy,
social justice, equality of opportunity, tole-
rance and faith in human nature. The
important point in this connection is not
that 7 said these things, but that they struck
a responsive chord and evoked sympathy in
the Conference circles. Surely, it is a hope.
ful sign to find in a country which is still
dominated by the pioneering mentality of
the builders of this material civilization—
considerable numbers of people who show,
at least, an academic appreciation of these
values.

This brings me, by a natural association
of ideas, to say something in conclusion
about the people of Anstralia with whom I
came into contact in these Conferences.
They impressed nie 4s a very warm-hearted,
friendly and hospitable people — against
whom my main greivance 1s that they made
all of us eat too much and too frequently,
even though they charmingly apologized for
doing so to the delegates who had come
from famished countries! T'hey showed &
genuine interest in these Conferences and
came in their hundreds, sometimes thest
thousands, to attend, what struck me at least
as unusually long and intermijnable gessions.
Remember that there Were more than a
dozen of us lecturing at them—not always
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in a light and amusing style, for (as I told
one audience) it would be an insult to their
intelligence and to the nature of my theme
if, for instance, I attempted to make the
Islamic Ideology of Education amusing.

And yet they sat through these lectures with
great patience and good humour, In fact,
it was a somewhat novel experience—and
flattering to vanity to find men and women
whom one did not know at all, expressing
their gratitude or appreciation at what one
had been trying to say in one's lectures. I
was able to attend only the last three Con-
ferences at Hobart (in Yasmania) Adelaide
(in South Australia) and Perth (in West
Australia)—all three beautiful cities :—but I
was told that on the whole, almost the same
spontaneity of interest was apparent in the
other three sessions at Brisbane, Sydney and
Melbourne. The space given to the pro-
ceedings of the Conference in all the better
daily papers and theall too many invitations
to some of the delegates to broadcast from
the Radio Stations are also indications of
the public interest aroused by the Con-
ference.

It may perhaps be claimed that the Con-
ference did succeed in stimulating wide-
spread interest in problems of international
undeistanding through education and did
something to help break down the people’s
sense of 1ntellectual isolation and to give
them a truer perspective of their positionin
world. To me, personally it afforded a wel-
come opportunity to contact many educa-
tionists and othersin a new country and to
get to like them. Sometimes I also pretend
to flatter myself into the illusion that it may
possibly have made Australians feel more
friendly, sympathetic and appreciative of
my country !



NEW EXPERIMENT IN EDUACTION

By JOEN SNOWDEN,

EVENTY-FIVE thousand of Britain's

town-bred boys and girls are this year
the happy pioneers of an educational ex-
periment of first importance both to them-
selves and to their parents,

By the autuinn these young scholars will
have enjoyed the opportunity of transferring
their desks fromn the normal background of
mean streets and traffic clamour into the
health-giving atmosphere and peace of the
countryside,

They will be month by month guests at
one or other of the 80 camp schools esta-
blished by the Ministry of Education to
secure that successive groups of children,
drawn mainly from congested areas, will
benefit from the body-building combination
of fresh air, novel surroundings, and a care-
fully-planned diet comsiderably higher in
calorific value than the normal post-war
British menu.

Many of these children have thus been
learning at first hand something of the part
that rural occupations, particularly farm-
ing, play in the national lile, and discovering
—often with astonishment—new delights in
the wild life of the fields and woodlands.

Nearing completion in 1939, the chain of
camp schools has only been in full operation
recently, for during World War II the
buildings provided an ideal sanctuary for
evacuees from the * target ”’ arens.

Today the majority of the children who
make this monthly trek from town to
country are enthusiastio voluateers, though
in some early instances parents, whose

sterner workaday life had given them little

opportunity of appreciating the advantages
of country life, were a little doubtful of the
experiment. Their returning children soon
converted them.

~ Some of the young visitors, however, are
recommended by teachers or local medical
officers as being specially in need of this
“rural treatment "',

Among recent young guests at a number
of the camp schools have been large parties
of Dutch boys and girls and children of
French resistance workers. It was con-
51d_erejd,by the Government that a stay in
Britain’s countryside under conditions so far
removed from their wartime experience
would go far to efface the memories of the
terror-laden years under Nazi domination.

Inall, the Government-sponsored National
Camps Corporation, which is responsible for
the managerial side of the scheme, were
able last year to provide for approximately
1,500 Allied children and their helpers for
an average stay of three months.

Each camp is used by one or more local
education authorities and an approximate
maximum charge 6f 10 sh. a week is made
for the child’s food and maintenance. In
many instances only a token payment is
asked of poorer parents.

The actual cost of maintaining each boy
or girl at & camp school is 27sh. 64, a week.
qut‘y per cent of this sum is borne by the
Ministry of Education and 50 per cent by
the local authority,

Sturdily built of Canadian cedar and
standing in their own grounds of from 20
to 40 acres, each camp school accommodates
between 200 to 240 children, so that at any
one time more than 6,000 of the town.bred
hoys and girls are benefiting from what is

“for many their first real breath of country

air.

There are extensive playing field
kitchen gardens, makingpth}; cimps Sra&:::g
cally self-supporting in vegetables, and
supplylng the most important items in their
specially schemed diet. The centrally hearted
bulldxngs include classrooms, practical craft
roows, library, recreation hall, dining hall,
and in many cases a swimming pool,

Life in the schools has, in m
, any respects
the hapg):. carefree atmosphere ofya. ho[iida}:
cawp. ‘Lhere is certainly a fuil scholastio
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time-table, but how different are the lessons
to be lerrned in comparison with those

_ offered in the town school-rooms from which

the scholars have gained temporary release.

Whenever possible, all lessons are taken
in the open air and are of such & nature as
to create a new interest in the countryside.
Each day * country projects” are arranged
when groups of children go out to local
villages to sketch and study architectural
features or agricultural methods.. Map
reading is one of the regular subjects.

The camp schools are co-educational. The
girls study the rudiments of domestic science
—incidentally washing and ironing the
boys’ shirts. In returp, the boys learn to
mend the girls’ shoes in their workshops,
in addition to exercising their craftsmanship
in building models and sports equipment.

Thus each month’s camp school tuition
provides a comprehensive experiment in
practical civics, helping to adjust the
children to their environment, and develop-
ing realisation of community responsi-
bility.

HEALTH EDUCATION IN NEW ZEALAND

(Information Service of the International Bureau of Education).

A NEW syllabus of health education for
primary schools has just been jatroduc-
edin New JZealand. It is based on the
recommendations, published in 1944, of a
representative Committee set up by the
Minister of FEducation to examine the
question and on the comments which these
recommendations evoked in various official
and private educational circles. The new
syllabus is compulsory as from February,
1946, replacing the syllabus in hygiene and
first aid previously in use in the public
schools,

Interesting recommendations and consi-
derations on the aims and methods of health
education, of which the most important
are outlined below, are set forth in the
introduction to the report on the new
syllabus. _

The aim of health education is to create
in the pubil’'s mind a right attitude towards
health and a full sense of its value to
himself both as an individual and as a

_member of society. It must therefore en-

the formation of health habits, the
fluez:lopment of the right attitude to health
and the acquisition of health knowledge.
To achieve these results the teacher needs
the co-operation not only of the child, but
also of the parents and of the officers of the

Department of Health.

The programme should be flexible and
elastic and readily adjustable to local circum-
stances. Teachers will adopt methods that,
applied with their own skill and perzonality,
prove most satisfaciory. There is a place
for both individual and group activities, and
all the teaching aids at the disposal of the
school e.g.. film strips and posters—should
be employed. The presentation of topics
should always be practical, and much can
be done through careful co ordination with
other subjects of the curriculum, such as
English, general science, and history.

Active co.operation between home and
school, which is essential for the success of
health education, will be fostered by the
following measures: (1) As mach actual
contact between parents and teachers as
possible (2) Organised ‘gatherings such as
mothers’ clubs and parent-teacher associa-
tions. (8) Visits of parents to schools on
“Qpen days' at least once a term, (4) The
presence of pareats at school medical iaspec-
tions. (9) Co.operation with visiting teachers
in centres where they are located. (6) The
fullest use of radio talks on health educa-
tion. (7) The provision in school libraries
of books on health.

Farthermore, the teachers should be fully
aware of the activities of the Department of
Health, particularly of its Division of School



332 THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

Hygiere, in overseeing the health of school-
children. This task is & comprebensive one,
ard includes schcol wedical inspection,
remedial or ¢ follow-up” work, prevention
of disease, and bealth education. DPosters
and pamphlets are from time to time sent
to schools by the Department of Health
to provide a background of reference mate-
rial for use in health lessons. Teachers
should make full use of such material.

With regard to new education, it is the
privilege and responsibility of the parents to
_give their children an intro@uctlon to this
“cubject. There is no place in the primary
school for group or class instruction in sex
education.

The teaching of temperance in its widest
sense, that is, the avoidance of any over-
indulgence is an essential part of the scheme
of health. The barmful effects of over-
indulgence in any activities in life are dealt
with in the programmes for the junior ard
middle schools. Specific teaching on the
effect of alcohol is reserved for the'school
programme, where it will be treated in a
scientific manner as part of the health
course.

Science and nature study are closely
related to health education. Science teach-
ing begins, incidentally, in the very early
pre-school years, Simple experiments will
help the child to acquire a knowledge of the
things essential to health and normal growth
food, water, light—air, warmth—and will
prepare him to begin a study of human
nutrition, In the senior classes the syllabus
could be extended to cover such things as
the water supply, the milk supply, drainage,
disposal of rubbish, the fly menace, and the
dangers that unscientific treatment of these
could give rise to in a community.

In dealing with nutrition in the primary
school, the course should stress only the
essential points, in order that the child
may form a clear concept of the foods, their
function in the body, and the results arising
from deficiencies.

Bodily health will be developed through
appropriate physical education. If a wide
variety of activity is offered, it is hoped

that every child will enjoy taking muscular
activity sufficient to keep himself fit, and
will also have the desire to go on taking
exercise after he leaves school. Desides
this individual aim, there is'the social aim
of developing good group behaviour includ-
ing co-Operation and the taking of res.
ponsibility, For bodily health, diet and
rest are as important as physical exercise.
Regular height and weight measurements
are useful check-ups on general health.

Obviously bedily health is dependent upon
cound mental health : indeed, mental health
is fundamental to a child’s progressin every
phase of education. It is developed in the
schools by the satisfaction of three basic
needs of the child: the need of a tense of
security, the need of self-expression and the
need of a feeling of group well-being. He
should feel that his school is a family or a
small community of which he is a working
member with certain privileges and res.
pousibilities.

As regards the syllabus itself, there will
be very few formal lessons in the Prepara.
tory and Junior Divisions, At this stage,
oral expression work, handwork, drawing,
games, pictures, and posters will be helpful
as lines of approach. The example of a
bright pleasant class-room cannot be over.
stressed. The main aim at this stage is the
formation of health habits, which will be
acquired through daily individual practice
by the pupils, daily inspections and lessons
on the value of fresh air and sunlight, the
need for cleanliness and warmth, on food,
and on exercise and rest. For older children,
in the Middle Division, very much the same
syllabus will be followed, but in greater
detail. Elementary first aid will be
introduced. In the Senior Division once
more the same subjects will bé stadied, but
far more thoroughly and with the help of

talks and discussions. Several fresh courses

will also be introduced on mothercraft,
prevention of ill-health, community health,
and public health services.

In conclusion, it appears that the new
syllabus and the principles outlined in it
are related to the present tendencies in
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health education such as were recently set
forth at the IXth International Conference
on Public Instruction oOrganised by the
International Bureau of Education at the
beginning of March, 1946, Indeed. the
Recommendation on Health Education in

Primary and Secondary Schools adcpted
by the Conference insists also upon the
moral and social importance of health
education and upon the essentially practical
and active pature of the teaching methods
to be used.

THE PHILOSOPHY AND ECONOMICS OF THE CHARKA
By Dr. M. V. S. Nivas, Madras

E have just now finished the celebration

of Charka Jayanthi, and the rejoicings

have left us in deep thought. It is with very
great pride that every Indian should look at
the national flag flying with the national
emblem of the Charka printed on the flag,
On the fiag of national freedom, the emblem
of the Oliarla is most befitting, showing the

true aspirations of the Congress and its
ideals,

1t is only recently that ‘a soul-stirring
article appeared in the Harijon written by
our revered Mahatmaji, deseribing how the
spinning wheel was the favourite of old
destitute ladies, who spun vyarn for a
pittance of earning and the rich threw
cowries at them, the then articles of currency’
which they anxiously picked up. The spinn-
ing wheel was then the saviour of the poor
and the destitute, ‘It represented their
squalid poverty. abject destitution and
India’s real agony, That whee!l now is made
to herald India's freedom and political and
esconomical emancipation. As such emangipa-
tion has been Mahatmaji's ideal and mission
in life, the Charke is enthroned to the posi-
tion of representing the national indepen-
dence.

But the enthronement of the Charka to
such a position of honour is not based
purely on such sentimental reasons. The

. Charka movement is not in any sense &n
uneconomic movement, setting back the

clock of progress by centuries. What
nationa! wealth is and how we can develop
L11—44

and increase it is the burning economic
question of every ecountry to.day. Industrial-
ists hold out the programme of huge
industrialisation as a panacea for all the
evils of our country, While not totally
objecting to msny attempt at industrialisa-
tion, Gandhiji does not seem to be much in
sympathy with big business. His continued
insistence on the efficacy of the (%l and
spinning is still jarring in the [eers of bid
businessmen and industrialists.

What then is the economics behind the
Ch/irka movement ? The movement gains
great support, even if it is serutinised” treed
from all emotion and sentiments, A truly
national wealth ceases to be an ally of
prosperity and progress, it it concentrates
in the hands of a few. [t out of every 100
poor, ignorant and destitute villagers of
India only 10 to 20 can enjoy the prosperity
of growing national wealth and the rest,
about 80%, cannot even afford to have a
taste of it, such national wealth is as useless
as Midas's gold to the country. Big Busi
ness may produce tons of waesalth, but the
question is whether it will percolate and
reach the doors of ‘the poorest, the lowliest
,and the lost.” The ieveral millions, who
work at the ( harka and who in their condi.
tion can do no better, will they be paid for
and their labours assimilated into the
wealth of the naticn, or will they be destin.
ed to live for ever in poverty ? ILooked at
even from the point of view of academic
economics, production is really of no use, if
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distribution of the same is unjust, unequal
and unfair, If equitable distribution of
wealth demands that production should be
shaped in a particular style, then that style
has to be adopted and continued even at the
sacrifice of total national wealth, Eighty
percent of the people constituting the
destitute India, sharing in the economical
wealth of the country, is more important
than the total quantity of national produc-
tion.

In terms of these conceptions, almost
Ruskinian in their merit and appesl, the
economical conceptions of Big Business
have to be revised. The fundamental con.
cept is, will any industriafisation scheme
contribute directly to the welfare ol the

~

8C% of of India's village citizens, will they
share the fruits of such a scheme? That,
we understand, is the true philosophy,
inspiring the Charka movement. We hear a
grim and lofty warning from the great
Mahatmaji to the effect, Do you take note
of the Clarka spinners at whom cowries
were hurled by the arrogant rich? Do you
recognise them as shares in all your
mammoth schemes for production ?

We celebrate in such solemn and austere
atmosphere our Clarka Jayanti, reminding
ourselves of the grand achievement of our
Mahatmaji, who proclaims himself as the
champion of ‘the poorest, the lowliest and
the lost.’

NEWS AND NOTES

ALL INDIA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE.

The XXII1 All-India Edueational Con.

ference will be held at Trivandrum, from
27th tqQ 30th December 1946.

His Highness The Maharaja of Travan-
core, G.CS I, G.C.LLE, has kindly consented
to be the Patron-in.chief. The Patrons
are Her Highness Maharani Sstu Parvati

Bayi of Travancore and His Highness The
Elaya Raja of Travancore.

The Chairman of the Reception Com.
mittea is Sachivottama Sir C.P. Ramaswami
Aiyar, KC.SI, K.C.1,E,, LLD, Dewan of
Travancore and Vice-Chancellor, University
of Travancore. The Vice.Chairmen are
Mr. H C. .Papworth, Pro-Viee-Chancellor,
Sri A. Narayanan Tampi, Director of Public
Instruction and Sri S, Krishna Aiyar, Mem.
ber, Legislative Assembly.

Sri Kanikkara M, Padmanabha Pillai,
Eduecation Secretary to Government, is the
Secretary to the Committes. The Treasurer
is De, D, dJivanayakam, Pringipal, Training
College, Trivandrum,

Dr. Sir A. Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar,
M.D.,, LL D, D.Sc, FRCOG, FR.CS,
Vice-Chancellor, University of Madras, will
preside over the Conference,

On arrival at Trivandrum the delegates
will be received by the members of tha
Local Committee and taken to the quarters
assigned to them. The Committee will try
to'arrange special accommodation for Delea-
gates requiring it in any one of the tollowing
hotels—Moseot Hotel, Railway Retiring
Rooms, Government Rest House, Sachi-

vothama Shashtiabdapurthi Memorial Sat.
rom and Aristo,

Both Indian and Eurapean food can be
had at all thege hotels, except the Satrom
and their serviges are prompt and satis-
factory. From tha point of view of location,
‘Mascot Hotel is the one among them which
15 situated very close to the Conference site,
Special conveyance arrangements will have

to be made by those who elect to stay in the -

Retiring Rooms, the Rest House, the Satrom

or Aristo. All these ara a i
_ _ pproximately two
miles distant from the Conference site.
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.Requisitions for reservation of rooms in
the above Hotels should reach the Secretary
on or before the 10th December, 1946.

The Conference site is situated in the
heart of the City and its living quarters
which are in close proximity to one another
consist of about 300 fuenished double rooms,
Telegraphic, Postal, Anchal, Telephons,
Canteen, Laundry, Medical and all 'other
essential services will be available in the
premises of the Conference site. Two well-
furnished Bungalows are being reserved
exclusively for the Women Delegates.
Boarding expenses will amount to Rs. 3 per
head per day. No lodging fee will be eharged.
There will be three messes provided by 'the
Committee, vz, South Indian Vagetarian,
“North Indian Vegetarian and Non.-Vegeta-
rian.

Delegates, Members of the Reception
Committee and Exhibitors who desire to det
lodging and boarding are requested to send
their boardjng fee in advance, specifying the
dates of their stay and the mess of their
choice, so that it reaches the offise of the
R :ception Committee on or before the [0th
December, 1946,

There will be an Exhibition organised by
the Reception Committee, which will consist
of the following Sections :—

1. Childhood and Primary Education.

2. Arts and Crafts,

3. Physical Education, Health and Nutri.
tion. ,

4, Eduecational Measurements,

5. Technical Education.

6. Safety First,

The weather in Trivandrum during Christ-
mas is usually pleasant. It may, however, be

advisable to be provided with a warm bedd-
ing and woollen shawl.

All correspondence should be addressed
to the Secretary and all remittance to the
Treasurer of the Reception Committes,

The Reception Committee extends its
hearty invitation to all individuals and
institutions engaged or interested in educa-
tional activities to co-operate in making the
Confersnce a suceess by attending the Qon-
ference or by deputing delegates.

MADRAS PROVINCIAL PHYSICAL
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION,

The Madras Provincial Physical Educa-
tion Association has been endeavouring for
over a decad: to focus tho attention of the
public on the need for the due recognition
of programmes of health and physical
education as nation-building activities, This
programme of work, hampered by the War,
is again being organised and the Executive,
Commiltee of the Association with Rao
Bahadur De. B. V. Narayanaswamy, M,A.
Ph D, B.Com, Barat-Law, Priacipal,
Pachaiyappa’s Coilege and Mamber of the
Syndicate, University of Madras, as its
President, are devising ways and means to
make it effective and dynamic. A Provin-
cial Health and Physical Education Confe-
rence to come off early next year is being
sponsored, and through masatings. bulletins,
exhibitions etc, the Association is attempt-
ing to spread its usefulness. The Honorary
Sacretary of the Association is De, G, F,
Andrews, M.A,, Ph.D. (Col.), Chief Inspector
of Physical Educalion, Madras 6, who may
be addressed for any information regarding
the-Association and its programme of work
and activities,
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MUSLIM CONDUCT OF STATE, By
MUHAMMAD HAMIDULLAH, PUBLI-
"SHERS: SH, MAHAMMAD ASHRAF,
KASHMIR BAZAAR, LAHORE,

'l‘HlStqeatise is on Muslim Publie Inter-
national Law, consistirg of the Laws
of War, Peace and Neutrality and
illustrated by precedents from orthodox
practice. It is equipped with a pre.
fatory - chapter which defines and
describes the nature of the law. We
are told that even in pre-lslamic Arabia
there were laws of international usages :
~but the life of the Prophet enabled. thé
codification of his conduet in his wars
and became the basis of the condust of
Muslim Rulers in general, in all intep.
national affairs, The sanction of
International Law is held to be the same
as that of the ordinary Muslim Law of the
land, The individual opinion of jurists and
men of~know.ledge in politiecs were very
subtly described and analysed in Muslim
Jurisprudeace and classified into dilferent
categories. International Conferences were
not known in classical timeés; but an
- instance is given of a conference at Meding
in 973 ‘H., which discussed many problems’
Arbitration and mediation have been held
tq be lawful,

{

The relevant portions of the Holy Qurqn
#nd the Sunnah form permanent positive
lawof the Muslims in their internationa|
dealings; state ledislation and treaty obli-
gations establish temporary positive law ;
and ali the rest provide non.positive or
case-law and sugdested law respectively,

When we examine the gontribution of
Islam to the internationalising of human
society, the assertion of universal brother-
hood of man, and of harmony between
nations emsily occupies the first plaae.
International Law was carefully separated
from law in general by Muslim jurists and
it is held by the author that Muslim Law
for the firat time recognised rights for thela '

“
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enemy, in peace as much as in war and that
it was the link between the Rcman and
modern periods and the cradle of the origin
of epoch-making changes in the concept of
International Law,

The ideas of state independence were
modified by the right of intervention of
other states on the ground of humanity, or
in the cause of God. Active intervention was
difterentiated from professed, advice, good
offices, mediation and arbitration. Inter-

national waterways and canals were reco-
gnised from the earliest times. Tributary

independent states meant those Non-Muslim
States from which a Muslim State received
tribute by compulsion. There were nomi-
nally dependent states amd protected areas,
as well as spheres of influence,

As Muslim Law was intensely personal,
the Muslim was bound by his own law
wherever he found himself, but Muslims in
foreign states could only live on sufferance
and they were subject to restrictions, For
example, Muslims had penetrated even in
the very early epoch of Caliph Umar into
the seacoast of Bombay and Sind, When the
Hindus recaptured Sindhan, they left the
mosqgue of the place in the possession of the
Muslim population, which did not evacuate
the region, where it could hold its Friday
service and even pray for the Caliph,

In Malabar, the Muslim merchants who
lived there, were not burdened with tithes
other than the usual ones nor fined, except
according to their own laws and were allow-
ed com plete freedom of prayer and religion.
The citizens of the Muslim State living in
another Muslim state had laws of extradi-
tion governing their conduct. The status
of belligerency or friendliness was_personal
and not local, Equality was basia between’
the various states, though in practice differ-
ences were observed, Diplomatic represen-
tatives bad their own immunities whigh

were well recognised,

837

Wars were lawful under conditions and
unlawful under others. Apostates, rebels,
robbers and pirates were enemy persons:
but they came under the immunities and
operation of international law only when
they were of sufficient power and acquired
territories. Civil wars and rebellions eould
acquire for the participants full rights of
belligerency, in certain contingencies.
Prisoners of war had special laws gaverning
their treatment, It is claimed by our author
that Islam had done much to minimise

slavery.

The idea of a treaty of perpetual alliance
of a Muslim ruler with non-Muslims was not
permitted. The civil rights of persons and
their freedom of religion were not abrogat-
ed even in times of war. The laws of
neutrality were fairly elaborate.

These remarks, culled from an abudancs
of information embodied in the book, are a
sufticient indication of the wealth of material
that has been dug up by the author from
Islamie theory and practice in one of the
most important branchas of law and politi-
cal conduct.

WHITHER AGRICULTURE IN INDIA? BY
DR, B. SINGH. PRICE Rs, 8 ONLY. 300
PAGES (PUBLISHED BY N, R, AGARWAL
AND CO, M. K. GARDEN, AGRA,)

ln this treatise, Do, B, Singh has mads a
study of Indian agricalture 1n its various
aspects, ranging from tha social, economical,
physical, cultural, marketting and co-opera-
tive phases.. The book runs to about
three hundred pages, cut up into fourteen
chapters. The eaclisc part of tne book
deals with the important aspescts as over-
crowding, precarious living conditions, defec-
tive organisaticn, deficit economy and a lack
of planning. A brief background of the
gocial structure with the joint-family system
is also given. Then follows the physical

aspeat of our country with its varied tyP®3
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of soils as alluvial, red, black and laterite,
The author then touches upon the evils of
small holdings and of fragmentation and
suggdests some remedies. The two chapters
on crop production are particularly interest.-
ing, and they deal with the area and yisld
of both food and non-food crops, The cattle
aspect of the country is also included in one
chapter where the author refers to dairying,
pig-farming, and poultry-keeping. The later
part of the book contains three chapters on
agricultural produce, agricultural eredit and
co-operative action, A brief history of
agricultural education in India is traced
from the days of the Imperial Department
down to tbe Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research activities with its net-work of
research schemes. In this chapter is also

included the recent Russel-Wright Enquiry.
The last chapter deals with the “grow more
food' campaignwith a critical review of cer-
tain aspects of the Bombay plan. Finally,
the author sugdests a few remedies towards
better and planned agriculturs as mechanisa-
tion of farming, scientific cultivation, having
" production-targets” for each village and
the application of electricity to farming.
The book is well written and may be
recommended for students preparing for
higher examinations and would be parti-
cularly useful for research workers in this
line, as the book contains many useful data
given in neat tabular forms for ready refe-
rence. The book deserves a wide circula-
tion and would be welcomed by all interested
in Indian agriculture.

EDITORIAL NOTES

AS part of an integrated scheme of

national, cultural and art planning,
. Dr. Mortimar  Wheeler.
I Planning Director-general of Ar-

for the chaeology in India, insists
Progress of on our appreciating the
Indian worthwhileness of our

Archaeology archaeology and anthro-

pology and on our duty of
not on’ly planning, but also acting. Both
are sciences of interpretation and they
interpret an endless succession of the
unique achievements of the human brain.
The historian, the archaeologist and the
anthropologist should coordinate the
works of man and interpret them as arti-
culated and significant - entities. The
individual works must be analysed with
the patient objectiveness of the scientist
. and then they must beinterrelated in the
wider human context, the earlier analysis
always leading to and controlling the
later reconstruction. Modern archaeology
and anthropology are increasingly em-
ploying the methods of natural science,

as well as the sciences themselves. Their
discipline is a synthesis of sciences, har-
nessegi to the science of the study of man.
The aim of archaeological planning is to
create and coordinate the academic appa-
ratus necessary for the analysis and
objective understanding of man's varie.
gated achievement and environment
through the ages. Dr. Wheeler's words
describing the physical environment of
human thought and deeds are worth
quoting :—"The plan of his environment
is th_e province of geography; the Cross -
section of his environment ig the
province of yeoloyy. The changing climate
whmh apportions his working year and
may 1nvolve.vast movements of popula-
tion make ¢lim 1tology an essential branch
gf study. The plants which obstruct or aid
b;z]srogress, fec?d or warm him bring
; ff]'y largely into the picture. The
Daitling, but crucial, problem of human
races' and of the sequence of faunas

;vgxic;: havein varying degree condition-
uman economy, introduce biology
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into our day's work. And now chemistry
and physics have become our handmaids
and will have an increasing share in
certain of our studies A formidable
gathering of natural sciences has rallied
round the science of man; and without
it today the. science of man has no
meaning......-- archaealogy and anthro-
pology have became faculties rather than
departments of knowledge. Thisis a basic
factor in our planning...... Again air-
photography has now become recognised
as a necessary concomitant of archaeolo-

gical research.”

A1l these therefore constitute factors for
consideration in planning the future of
the study of the material heritage of
India. “The real need is for a centralised
school of archaeology of a highly specia-
lised kind. Coordination should be
secured by the adaptation of the sciences
specifically to the requirements of
humanistic research; for illustration,
geologists must specialise more in ter-
tiary and quarternary geology; the
botanists may develop further the rela-
tions between plant ecology and human
problems; the physicists may devote
themselves more to the analysis of soils
and gravels. All this can bs achieved by
a relatively slight expansion of the pre-
sent available equipment and enterprise;
and the trained archaeologist must be
busy in coordination of the work of
fellow-scientists, in the central study of

\¥]

man.
I

The excavations carried out at the site
of Arikamedu near Pondicherry, by the
Archaeological Depart-

The menthave been described
Arvikamedu and summarised in their
Excavations. results and significance in
- Ancient India (Bulletin of

the Archaelogical Survey of India No. 2).
For the first time, archaeological interest
has centred in South India. The dis-
sovery of a Roman market on the Coro-
mandel coast, containing Graeco-Rom_an
relics of the first centuries B.C.—A.D. (in-

cluding the amphorae characteristic of
the Mediterranean wine-trade of the
period) is not only an eloguent confirma-
tion of the trade relaticns of India with
the outside world, but also an implication
that knowledge of the south-west mon-
soon by the Graeco-Romans should be
fixed at an earlier date than was pre-
viously conjectured. It is also presumed
that among the graffiti of the site will be
found “ some of the earliest dated frag-
ments of the Tamil language.” The trade
of the Indo Europeans was organised on
lines " not unlike those of the European
factories established in India from the
sixteenth century onwards.” Permanent
lodges of the western traders were settled
in ports like Arikamedu under agree-
ments with the rulers of the country ; and
they were visited at the proper seasons
by convoys of deep-sea merchantmen.
The discovery of ancient Roman coin-
hoards in the interir r parts of South India
can only mean that the western trading
agents fravelled extensively in the in-
terior to deal directly with the producers
of the commodities exported by them.
The site has yielded Arretine red-glazed
pottery of Rome, which was abandoned
about the middle of the first century A.D.
The regular monsoon trade should have
begun before this time, possibly even be-
fore the death ot Augustus in 14 A. D,
between the Red Sea and the Coro-
mandel Coast.

The language of the graffiti on pot-
sherds is akin to that of the short
epigraphs found engraved on rocks in the
Madura and Tinnevelly districts and it is
held to be more akin to the ancient
Dravidi script than the regular Brahmi, as
found in the inscriptions of Asoka.

The Roman trade with South India was
canalised possibly along a highway skirt-
ing the Eastern Ghats, as they swing
westwards, terminating in the Western
Ghats, as it was a useful alternative to the
long-coastwise route between the Mala-
bar and the Coromandel ports.
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Dr. Wheeler opines that the Roman
occupation of the Arikamedu site was not
likely to have preceded the age of
Augustus and began about the beginning
of the 1st century A.D. The occupation
lasted for nearly two centuries and termi-
nated prcbably about the end of the
second century AD. It was possibly
despoiled for its bricks in the middle ages
and later. In the words of Dr Wheeler:
—" The special value of the site lies in
the fact that, in zdditicn to Leing an
Indian town and port, it was also a centre
of trade with the Graeco-Roman world,
and the relics recovered from it include
pottery and other objects of known origin
and date from the much-studied Mediter-
ranean area The associated Indian culture
is thus dated with precision and thereby
achieves the distinction of being the first
ancient Indian culture to be dated
archaeologically in the Indian peninsula.
In effect, the site is culturally a bi-
lingual one ; the®unknown local culture is
dated from the known foreign culture.
For the first time it provides a firm datum-
line from which the classification of pre-

mediaeval South Indian cultures can
begin.”

The death, in quick succession, of two
great publicists who were at the same

11 time, great benefactors to

ioe Indian education~Sir P,
India’s- X .
Bereave. o oivaswami Aiyar and
ment. Pandit Madan Mohan

Malaviya—has created a
gaping void in the realm of our leaders
and guides. Sri Sivaswami Iyer lived the
-entire span of his active life in a spirit of
dedication to his sense of duty and
service. He devoted all the savings of
his brilliant professional career to the
endowment and nurturing into vigorous

kattupalli and the National Girls' School
at Mylapore—both of them deservedly
looked upon as examples of ideally con-
ducted institutions. In both, the guiding
and providing genjus was Sir Sivaswami
Iyer, but his personality obtruded itself
so little in the administration that one
wished that such an example had been
followed in other institutions under
private management. Sir Sivaswami Iyer
occupied the high offices of Vice Chan-
cellor of the Madras and the Benares
Hindu Universities for a term and his
tenure of office in both the Universities
was marked by a high acedemic outlcok
and a careful fostering of educational
effort. His other qgreat qualities, rémarka-
ble professional ability, a keen and never-
erring sobriety of political outlnok and
a stoicism and cimplicity of life that
elicited universal admiration, and above
all, an unalterable faith in the onward
march of life—these formed the edifice of
anoble life well lived and dedirated to
selt-less philanthropy.

Pandit Malaviya was to the end the
embodiment of selfless service in the
cause of Hindu resaissance and learning,
with a fervour of political vision 1ndimi-
nished by ag= and unaffected by any
reverses. His glorious record as a Con-
gress worker and his even more enduring
service to Hindu regeneration are over-
shadowed by his dedicated service to the
Benares Hindu University, which was
largely his creation and almost wholly his
foster-child. To the end—it is now 30
years since the Universty received its
charter—he lived solely for the University
whose comprehensive and all round

development as g great centre of learni
. z ng:
both Oriental and Western, is a st

life of his two institutional children, the reflection of hj I‘iki.nq
Sir Sivaswami lyer High School at Tiru- personality. @ own  comprehensive
Pttty

News and Notes — (Contd.)

MR. VAIRAM CHETTIAR'S

KUDUMBA VAZHKAI
at S. V. S. New Theatre

The story, which seeks to portray the un-
told sufferings and heart breaking vicissi-
tudes that confront family life, may betold
thus. A henpecked husband celebrates the

‘marriage of his son with the daughter of a

millionaire. His wifeis a virago and her
hottempered and baseless charges against her
lamb-like daughter.in.law makes even the
worm of her husband turn, who is, as a
result, turned out of the house by his wife.
He, after encountering many storms and
gales, joins a beggars’ inn. His dutiful son
who goes in search of him also happens to
join the same Association. Meanwhile,
things develop so badly that the viper
woman turns penitent and meet her husband
and son, a wiser and sober woman. Like
most socials, everything ends well.

There is not much in the story but credit
must be given for having raised it from its
dry-as- dust level to an entertainer by clever-
ly introducing innumerable humourous
saquences. You may mnot note anything
sparkingly original in the Sabha’s humorous
aspects, but yet there is no gain-saying the
fact that they are far from being boring.

From the players, as usual it is Venkata.
raman, the Sabha's ace comedian, that
carries the day.

One remarkable feature about the Drama
is the powerful plea it. makes for the aboli-
tion of prohibition.- One feels that this
portion of the Drama might have been ren.
dered better. The drfama opens Wwith a
National song which is accompanied by an
attractive showmanship by which figures of
Gandhi, Nehru and Netaji are dis-
played. The irrelevancy of thls_ is lost sight
of in the impressive manner in which the
whole thing is got done.
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Running its tentF-jepk &gt pagked house
is eloquent ¢ tim" ularity.
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10th WEEK From 26-11-46

at S. V. S. New Theatre

MOUNT ROAD

The Drama for the family

Kudumba Vazhkai

Vicissitudes confronting family life vividly

portrayed; the story will grip you from

the very start. Humourous sequences

that will fill you with laughter are inextri-

cably intertwined with the main story.
Don’t fail to watch the opening scence,

Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat, at 8-15 P. M.
Thurs. Only at 9-15 P. M.

2 Shoﬁs on All Su.ndays——B PM. & 6-30 PM,
EVERY MONDAY HOLIDAY

Sri Rama Bala Gana Vinoda Sabha
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BOOKS

Rs. A, P,
1. Lectures on the Bhagavat Gita
by Professor M. Rangacharya

In 3 volumes, each volume ... 5 0 0

9. The Rupavatara of Dharmakirti
—an Elementary Sanskrit
Grammar based on Panini,
edited by Prolessor M. Ranga-
charya. In 2 volumes, each
volume .. 92 80

3. A Critical Appreciation of Kali-
dasa’s Meghasandesa Dby
Professor M. Rangacharya,.. 0 12 «0

4. Grains of Gold: Translations of

Hymns by Tamil Vaishnava

Saints by Sri R, S. Desikan

M.A. and B. L. Ranganathan

M.A. ..1 4 0
5, 8.8. 1. C. English Text, Notes

By T. N. Sundaramn of Palam-

kottah ..2 8 0

6. 8. 8. L. C. Non-De-Tail Text and
Notes .. 012 0
each,

By Professor P. N. Srinivasacharya

7. Bhedabheda eer 4

8. Synthetic View of Vedanta ... 1

o O © o

0

8

9. Studies in Vedanta .1l 8

10. Philosophy of the Beautiful ... 1 8
11, Remanuja’s lIdea of the finite

self ... wes .2 8 0

For books of every kind, please write to:—

The Educational Review Book Dept.

14/A, Sunkuvar Street, Triplicane, Madras
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Will help him to go through
the strenuous gomes and
tense momeats of the
championship  impettubed
ond unfatigued. T
KEEPS YOUR NERVES
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KESARI KUTEERAM L™
nacltal

KESAR! KUTEERAM, L.
MADRAS  14.

Agents for Orissa, Nizam's Dominions,
Andhra Districts & Tamil Nad

SEETHARAMA GENERAL STORES,

Berhampur—Secunderabad —Bezwada,
Madura.
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