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- REJOINDER
(to pessimistic poets)

Sing, if you must, of death and
doom. For me
Waits patient peace beyond men’s
-foolish wars. :
Past your, lamented autumn [
cq.n see ’
Spring beyond spring. through
Acgu;/:tless cal:ndus; c
nd hear, past conquert esh,
the victory - Hering ﬂ,
Of the invincible spirit’s battle-
cars.
Grieve, if you must, for passin
things; for gold
Squandered; dead cones -dropped
in the wooded ways. : . ~
Last night the first night's -
stellations rolled -
Across o garden where the Lord
I praise ’
As, ) after countless ages, I behold
/é Creation fresh as on the first of

230 A
] \ y days, -
. R
’é W
‘m = h) G N TR

* SWATANTRA

voL. 1 SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 1946. WEEKLY

CENTRAL INDIAN BUDGET

IF_ the Ceniral Indian Budget is to

be tested by its sequel, the boom
in the share market that followed
it would eondemn it as being a bud-
get for the benefit of the rich man.
Inspite of the elegance of its lan-
guage and the obvious hesitancy to
say anything to wound the suscep-
tibilities of political India, the bud-
get has hardly achieved anything
that is praise-worthy.

The continuance of the Defence
budget on a very high level, and the
prolongation of a joint financial
agreement with the United Kingdom
for another year are matters which
are hardly in tune with the state-
ment of the Finance Member
that “while India has been
spared the material destruction
that has befallen many other
countries, she has suffered in
full measure, and in some directions
in-a greater measure than others,

the economic consequences of the

war.” It is evident that many of the
features of the war budget will still
remain—high expenditure on the
civil and defence side and a high
level ‘of borrowing with the target
of 30D crores, though ostensibly for
nation-bpuilding - purposes.

It does not appear that the Fi-
nance Department of the Govern-
ment of India have yet got a grip
over defence expenditure made
either on behalf of India or on be-
half of U. K, which swelled up
enormously since 1841 nor does
it seem that the commitments
that India entered into when
shé agreed ‘to " reritfer ~ mutual

~ald "to U.'S. A. have been more

than offset by the benefits received
by way of lease-lend via U.K., No--
where has the Finance. Member
mentioned that with the cessation
of hostilities the whole scheme of
war finance would be examined and
India’s total war expense correctly
assessed. '

With the backgi‘ound of an -ex-

" tremely nebulous financial position

arising out of the war and with a
large part of India’s assets in the
shape of sterling balances which
is for the time being at any .
rate immobilised, and its ultfi-

mate realisation- being left in.
the laps of the Gods, it is hardly
a consolation to us that after re-

peated whippings in the Press and

on public platforms, not to speak.
of what has been said:in the forum

of the Central Assembly, the Fi-
nance- Member has stated that he

is negotiating with UK. authorities

the steps; to prevent .a further ac-

cumulation of India’s sterling

balances. o

On the constructive side, the pro-~
gramme that has been outlined of
post-war planning in collaboration
with the Provincial Governments,
carries with it no more assurance
of performance than previous Gov-
ernmental pronouncements.

That the EP.T. would go was
well-known and nobody need regret
it, not even the popularly elected
members of the Central Assembly.
But what was necessary was that
some means should be devised by
which the continuing “excess in-
comes” arising by reason of the war
either directly or indirectly would’

7
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H
be adequately ta eX.|"he Finance 80 seats. “Not to have e:;:;ectii%
Member’s schemd .offtaxation does even so much w’as to assume >
n‘§ as given any fallibility for one’s own choice, "

nspact of the mat- ‘sententiously remarks. And then

nt of income and  adds, “There is as much to be said
gh ostensibly more against a candidate chosen as there
h it was in the past is is for one rejected. In elections K{e
an attempt to provide the upper consider qualiﬁc_ahons of .the caS‘ \1;
middle-class, notably those with dates, their services, sa_crlﬁceS, he'r
fixed incomes a special bounty. ability to face an election and t elll
While there is undoubtedly a call chances of success In it. Abpve at,
for increasing the earned income their temperament and ;eadmess 0
benefit, there is hardly any justi- submit to discipline, their past coni
fication for increasing the maximum duct in a crisis—all &h_ese,?re factors
amount of the benefit beyond the that count for selection.”” We wish
two thousand rupee level, The spec- the nimble intellect of the doctor
tacle of the boom in the share mar- had not been abused for exhibitions
ket is a direct result of the benefits of tight-rope dancing of this kind of
conceded to industry and commerce purely circus \{alqe. They nex'gher
not merely by the abolition of the add to his dignity nor convince
EP.T. but also by way of reduc-

anybody. They are somewhat ridi-
tion of the total Corporation tax to culous. What beauty of tempera-

six annas in the rupee. The rather rr}eqt, or readiness to submit to dis-
cumbrous device of preventing the cipline or rally to the side of the
full benefit of this reduction being Congress in a Crisis can be attrll?ut-
applied in respect of dividends ed to, say Kodandarama Reddi of
above 30 per cent will be practi- Nellore to the exclusion of Bagha-
cally ineffective and apparent- viah whom the Central_ Parliamen-
ly the share market also thinks tary Board have reinstated on
so. The other tax measures do not appeal? It has been no better in
certainly reveal any great ingenuity Tamil Nadu than in Andhra. What
on the part of the framers. All the is Kanniappan's past compared to
evils of war-time budgetting will that of P. R. K. Sarma? Or of B. R.
continue to exist,—at any rate, for Ramanujulu as against D. Rama-
one more year—certainly that most linga Reddi of Cheyyar? In both
hated consequence of war, inflation. these cases the excluded candidates
1f it is indeed a fact that the Fi- have already years qf quite sg\tls-
nance Member has delivered his factory public work in the le.glsla-
first and last budget speech, he can ture to their credit, and their re-

certainly go away with the satiss moval has given rise' to grave dis-
faction that the vested interests in content in the localities to which
this country would still be pleased

they belong. People there have
with what he has been able to do been agitating desperately to see
for them in spite of the sporadic them put back as Congress candi-
jolts that he gave them, like the

dates by getting the Central Parlia-
Demonetisation Ordinance. It

is mentary Board to annul its deci-
natural that tradition in the field of

sion. Instead of the joy of having
public finance should persist in the a represeniative to stand by them
outlook of a British Treasury offi- in the legislature they have the
cial and it is too much to expect mortification of being coerced to
of him to blaze the trail for his

vote for favourites of the Board
Indian successor, whom they do not like and in
whom they have no confidence.

A Sorry Mess

To-day, in trains, trams and buses

Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya is and wherever else common people

gratified that only 13 changes were congregate, the talk is about the

made by the Central Parliamentary vagaries of the selectors of Con-

Board in the recommendations gress candidates. Practically every-

made by the Andhra selectors for body except the favoured ones and
8

?&25 frtiﬁnds seems to feel that, be- g5 g strong man to counteract Rus-
bresn hem, the central and ' the sian influence in the Middle East
ion boards hen followed 17 icta-
have made a sorry mess of the i Y S o pa
task  torship under R Sh
entrusted to them. There is also con- H wn ab oo
siderable resentment over the in- be Yise ha. Reowm durmg ol
differens Tese remonar § ecause he took the side of the
1 . ) y ma- Nazis whom he estimated
nifested on this occasion b he two sder ohe
nife Y a ma- more powerful of the two si
ig;;ts; :rfligrlﬁexr?tix;’b%z agg the}\ tci?; fmglo—Soviet troops mar?:lftli:; ieg;((i)
’ R e ranian territory by wa ili-
is:t‘e ?r?fm}c%x of the Board, there tary necessity, '1¥ensyof thsc,m(s);ng‘sﬂ:)f
e y ; ree present, and Dr. political opponents kept as priso-
2 e (:fvi‘{t Sv iifleyé‘}sxagi{ ha\ée m]a)de ners were liberated when Reza
ct ‘of er Rao De i
had appareatly everying s owg Shah fell and their release led to

way. The situation might have oo Tormation of the Tude or Mas-
been saved b

. ses Party to which British : -
of the ped 1 v ;ll;ed oth&r members rities, sorely harassed b;uﬂt\ge
moned enough sease of ;y Sum-  gravity of the war situation, gave
present. Congress work uty to be some sort of political encourage~

be Tike abserioe ork should not ment. But it was given reluctant]
who cannot g ftierIOrfilsm. Those and half-heartedly and was with}—,
tention ty ey Co ir tm:xe and at-  drawn progressively as the military
should vaeate i, ongress Institution  situation changed in favour of the
work and. s (tell]r seats on it, since  Allies. The agents of the British
#rand namen shoufd zli)dornment' of  Government now began to work
the ordering of -+ e the basis of for the reinstallation of the “fifty
ducted politicy] esponsibly con- families” of Iranianl nobility who

p . .borgamsatxons. had collaborated with Reza Shah
ower Politics Ip The Middle but their secularism and non-reli-
East gious tendencies evidently did not

suit Great Britain’s plans for the

have future of the Middle East. The
0 grave perturba- British, therefore, sponsored for

gsiar;h decision to Iranian political leadership Seyid
in the

BrltISh and US .
een thrown inte diplomats

tion by the Ry
maintain troops

disturbed. Zia, a former compani

na ] panion of Re
o 3; :an g;?n. Since the Soviet Shah, who had acted as premier fcz;;'1
1945 1o leavep%gggeg tll;;mselves in a shortlived period of 100 days,
vear, then - fan b yto aiﬁ}fﬁf tthhlz and whom even that despot had
pledge is being dresged

; found much too reactionary and
) o arro, i
consumption as a charac st o0 5Tt is Teports

teristic ij- dom. It i £ §d from his king-
u i . c il- - 1t 1s reported of this id Zi
lits;,ra';‘l}?: gﬁi l?ussmn undependabi- that he told an Americas‘ez;(l)(il‘r%:i
crisis go baci Iﬁ) “?gllthe p}ie?em pondhgnt 1%) 7% his great mistake dur-
e over half a Ing his 100-da i i
ce , . Yy premiersh
th;;tury._ Britain's part in Iran in. “that he did not exterminzt:apallvgxqs
studing o deserves to be carefully opponents.” | s
ing of the, O DIOPET understand-  The British Go
temporary <I:I<?;n Plications of - con- Seyid magniﬁcenzli’rnmﬁgt backgd
parliamentary nqlant history. The them with characteristicall "ebald
)fnent was achie{zﬁ eli?x ?faf overn-  aeval policies. He advocatgd mn?g;-_
orty yea some  ger of religion wit -
Spontaneous *o 25 @ Tesult of the gion With the State, the

d;‘éls’iontg ot beonle }\;‘Zagﬁxg of veils by women aerbthe
lers, Britain i of th ns

ng of trade unions.

i S’ T Ch R ok el Tl e et
£0 panicay and oy LBl money vty it i o B
avi on the throne . ggng:tggmtg;g‘g}%i:r;yo tmalsloiﬁé :
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aid of the British could establish
Seyid Zia permanently in the do-
minant position. In the recent poli-
tical reshuffle, it was Ghavam Syil-
taneh that came on top as premier,
to the disturbance of all the care-
fully laid plans of the British.

Bpt for Russian influence in Iran
Seyid Zia might still have been in
the political saddie, Viewed in the

Sotto Voce

Turncoat Morality

I knew g woman
grandchild had a passion

flesh of a poor relation had 3 spe-
cial fascination for him. This boy
who was olq enough to give the
brat a hiding Was, as one of the
lesser hreeds without the law, ex-
peptec_l to adopt an attitude of meek
saintliness when the young savage
drove hig nails into his cheek. A
few tears were

permitted him,
partly becayse they hu

ago begn bgrnt out of him by
chastepmg discipline., “Just fancy
Squealing for that! As

‘ if the )i
aear coyld really hurt”» ¢ lttle
*

* -

That woman  yag
POwer politicg without knowing {
it.
She was of the true race of emgpire
uilders. She had two es, one
incher and the other for

promptly repres.

practising

background of British manoeuvres,
it is not surprising that the Rus-
sian decision to remain in parts of
northern Iran should have been
hailed by Iran’s Director of Propa-
ganda as a “friendly gesture to the
Ghavam administration” or that
Anglo-American participants in the
game of power politics in the Mid-

dle East should have been put oyt
by it

tacked retaliateq in

the imperialist wag grieved and
scandalised.

“What, have you fallen
50 low ag (o forget your age-long

dharma?” he groaned in the hest
theatrical style,

self-defence

* - »

The upholders of law and order
who laid the birch with 5 will on
the backs of Unresisting volunteers
were the loudest in denouncing
pongressmen’s inﬁdelity to ahimsg
In the 1942 episode. Russia conlgd
pot'f_or.give Finland’s

to th_e aggressor, she has
her_ Interritory!
whites in Afriea

mulcted
The handfy] of

*

The genia ¢an make hj
‘ e hims
ul only if he is occasio

little Service rendereq he is inv;
. » 1€ 18 invited
g POp back byt perversely preferg
§ freedom to bottled security. Ang:

sense of being orphaned, of hav-
fx};g l:;eeen cut off from his old moor-
ings does not make Caliban more
grateful to the masterful Prospero.
“You have taught me language; and
my profit on it is, I know, how to
curse”. I suspect that part of the
vengeful zest with which he did the
cursing was due to an obscure sor-
rowful feeling that he could never
more be his old natural self. That
was the tragedy of Japan playing
the assiduous ape. . .
*

cannot change your ethical
oug’iotulike a shirt. The story pf the
worm being transmogrified into a
wasb by being constantly stung in-
to wasp-consciousness by a mem-
ber of the species is after all gn{y
popular entcmology. The Asiatie
taught to look up to the .European
merely beccmes Eurasianised. And
deep down in him there are black

fires raging. It is an imperative in-~

stinct that makes a man long to
btelong somewhere, and the uproot-
ed are denied this primitive satis-
faction.
» *® *
In the region of the spirit, to live
and let live is the only rule of the

road. Now discipline is much_ in the
air, particularly discipline in the
armed forces. But notions of fhsm—
pline have always differed w1d_e}y.
In modern times we are fa)mxl}ar
with a repression of mstmctwe
urges, practised with all the pride
of an exclusive caste and the fer-
vour of wvestal virgins, supposedly
in the interests of the State, qnd
compensated by indulgences wh{ch
mark a gulf between the soldier
and the eommunity. But total war
and “Theirs not to reason why” go
ill together. And so we }{a\_re uneasy
compromises, such as giving molt;e
education to the soldx_er, alsq ma E
ing every man a sold:gr for part o
his time. In old India they were
better psychologists. '_I‘hey knew
soldiering was a vocation ?r}d dlﬁ—
cipline a matter of the spirit. The
Happy Warrior of the epic age
“was like fire, incorruptible, ir-
resistible, and just, withal tender-
hearted; swift to avenge wrongs
but endowed with the poise of true
culture”. India’s .soldlers must as-
pire to be something more than ani-
mated machines.

—VIGNESWARA.

ivastava to Sir M. Usman:
ol 1 sebuler imovsisien
ieegs’z?:mitgleb?fo: ‘:be food shortage.
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SIDELIGHTS : -

Reason and faith resemble the
two sons of the patriarch; rea-
son is the first born, but faith

inherits the blessing:—Culver-
well,

_ T'have just returned from 3 meet-
ing addressed by P. C. Joshi, this
being the first occasion of my see~
Ing and hearing him. Ag a2 public
speaker he suffers from many handi-
caps. He has not the right platform
voice as Da}nge has. Nor has he like
Dange, poise and equilibrium’ or
that command over hands and’ fea-
tures inseparable from consum-
mateness in public speech. His de-
livery is a succession of paroxysms
T_he recoil of each seemg to throw
bxm_ back a few Paces, giving to
staticity the impress of a difficultly
achieved balancing feat. In the vio-
lence of his gestures while Speaking
he Tesembles ex-Minister Giri. But
while Giri moves up and down, the
knees bending and straighte’ning
to brovide emphasis to his pero-
rations, Joshi's move

) ment is late-
1al. It is gevoid of footworllj. ate
* *

As he speaks, th
: y e sente
tuml?le Into each other, The l;flis
ceeding ones are too impatient 10

bide their time, They rush forward
very frgquently injuring or e ’
mutilating out of ex ails

I physical offsh,
of Joshi's Speech that he ig :a?}?éls"

2 painfy} figure tg
contemplate.
When - Or Srinivasa Sonte

el w
w ;{gth opened th
14 08y of the Tally

RN
is evening’
a grang ¢ €ning’s speech .

that Madras was supposed to have
made to the freedom movement
alongside of Bombay and Othel.:
places, in one common mass rising
of the anti-imperialist forces of all
India. He called for revenge on
behalf of the martyred victims of
the day. Having been privileged to
see on the spot something of the
Iising thus praised, I must say that
1 Saw more of rowdyism than any
Spirit of freedom in it Harmless
gassers-by were subjected by the
t'emonstrgtors to arbitrary indigni-
1e8. Joshi who later in his speech

very rightly cen, i
and arae demned rowdyism,

d ed with quite pr
spirit,—to the g iment © of
loud shouts e companiment of

(ﬂD 2
own with r -
1sm” from many oy

v throats,— i
party would never be cosércggal;yhilts
should_not have failed as he did t(;
;ecogn}se the very large share that

owdyism played in the demonstra-

1

*
* *

These im i
perfections apart, Joshi
Mmade a gregt speech. His co’mrr?:;l;

on Congress leadershi
tating When 1o aderhlp was devas-

"
Eourage afforded o ?t) :gewh?f-
blnaozn anti-soeig) elementg fik~
N CR-marketeerg and  profit, y

othing that he sai voct.

1d w i-
€rously checred. The c::wsc(l) v&c;t

leaders would do well to study it
and profit by it, instead of burying
their heads, ostrich-wise, in th.e
sands of complacence over antici-
pated election success and the loyal-
ty of the people to the Congress. Not
long ago, when I carried a protest
over the selection of a reputed
black-marketeer as Congress candi-
date, to one of the great leaderg of
the provincial Congress organisa-
tion, he calmy said, “Who is not a
black-marketeer these days?”

* * *

Jashi’s very limitations as a
speaker stamp with extra distinc~
tion his value as a political propa-
gandist. The Communist Party does
not lack able speakers. For exam-
ple, young Ramakrishnan who
translated Joshi into Tamil is
gifted with a torrential eloqu-
encer of which any veteran in
political and debating experience
can be proud. He transformed the
secondhand task of translation 1pto
an art of delightful improvisation
and high mettle without any distur-
bance in sense, and as his tempo
rose, he reminded me of Sir S. Rad-
hakrishnan,—the same fluency, the
same distintctness of utterance, the
same regimental band effect. But
Communist propaganda seems to
depend far more on convictions and
ideas than on expertness of talk and
the graces of oratory.

* * *

Mass predisposition. in favour of
revered leaders has its dangers. The
crowds that greet Gandhi and
Nehru are taken off their feet by
their own idolising fervour to such
an extent that they are left de-
fenceless; they tend to accept ideas
and suggestions put forward before
them without proper independent
scrutiny. Lower down, the Gandhian
glamour is marketed to their own
advantage by many minor priests
of no particular worth in the Con-
gress temple. Manufacture of mob
enslavement on a vast scale, with
every sign of dissent stigmatised
severely as disloyalty, is the result.
Against this tendency, the Commu-

~nists have been waging a hard

struggle. Communist faith is built

round ideas and not personalities.
Nowadays Communist leaders like
Joshi and Sundarayya of quite ave-
rage ability as speakers, are able
to command huge audiences run-
ning into thousands of whom many
come from long distances to listen
to them. A new public is being born
with its mind turned towards ideas,
a public capable of criticism and
discrimination, of judging for itself
what will advance its interests best,
of sensing intelligently humbug
camouflaged as public spirit.
* * *

This public is one of under-dogs.
It is ill represented on the electo-
rate. Communists have given to it
hope, a faith to live by, and the
energy, grit, organisational | skill,
propagandist zeal, capacity for hard
work, indifference to money and
careers, and above all readiness and
resoucefulness in taking up local
grievances and fighting oppression
and exploitation of various kinds,
evinced by them, have been endear-~
ing them to an ever-increasing
circle of grateful beneficiaries. The
technique of mass contact originated
by Gandhi with personal benevo-
lence as impetus is by the Commu-
nist Party being perfected on scien-
tific lines with social revolution and
liguidation of oppression as its driv-
ing force, It is a party of zealots
susceptible fo all the intolerances,
dogmatism and fallacies of fanati-
cism, but its ruthlessness is redeem-
ed by a certain broad humanitarian
outlook, radicalism and freedom
from superstition that invest it
with a powerful appeal to the
most progressive spirits of the age.
If there are prigs in the Communist
Party there are also saints disguised

- as realists.

* * *

The inconsequence of rhetoric for
the purposes of the Communist
Party is illustrated in the position
occupied by Joshi. He stands ex-
posed to concentrated attack by all
the propertied interests in the coun-
try now wooing the Congress for an
alliance against social and economic
revolution. Joshi's political and
historical importance springs from
this.fact. (March 3)—SAKA.
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Short Story

JAYARAM GOES TO SCHOOL

e
)
0

“What's your name?”
renha asked the

“Jayaram”, the boy answered.

He was a pitiable sight: his body
was thin, and hic eyes were sunk in
their sockets, The shirt he wore
seemed to belong to somebody much
bigger than himself. The cloth that
went round his waist was full of
holes, while the cap on his head had
many patches and was also thread-
bare, His head, completely bereft of
l;ﬁl‘:, revealed many scars, old and

“What's your age, ™
chay asked.y ge, boy?” the tea-

“Nine, Sit”, replied the b
, TC 0y.

. All the boys in the class burst into
l;\(;xygl:)tfr..To t‘l)\em it was fun that a
nin2 shou joi
ﬁr‘stsﬁ'tandard. ld come to join the

‘ _ence”! cried the teacher.
boW\th their hands on their lips the

ys loo_ked at one another and
sn}‘l%% wx}t‘h their eyes.

y have you not joined
sctrlro:; &1,1 now?” asked the teach:".y
e y looked down and did not

“Why?” asked the teache i

. T again.
o T&}gre was none to help mot%xelr at
lom. , the boy said slowly, “I was
ooking after the child”,

"I“%veh;?gs in thg class tittered.

Ou 2, 1
tez\é:her ask);d.r ather’s name?” the
efore the boy coul
{ron} ‘the clasy sty(;od ulg ::%ly’sa?g?
T’?;fe le a:ngck 1;Subban’s son, Sir” '

$ burst into loud ;

'I‘h'gh gozn p‘;ucllg down his heaéaughter.
id-day bell announc

lunch hour. And the boys dciggerggfi

leaping and runnin

. Ten of th
gathered r g ore
go‘i‘ng o ound Jayaram as they were

. t me see your cap” i
an&i w:;ei goti:g lt‘o take itp off si?ilsdhg'c::le
Do uch it” i .
“Your hands will ‘eb ety Smother.

C et dirty.”
It has been madge b i o

: rom rags pi

gom the dgst~bm and stitchgd %;kgd
is Grgother,’ remarked a third Y

I home to look atfter the baby”
\ ws«;dosanotf;her boy. v

o shirt i -

ard shirt is this? queried an
“How many dra i

drink yesterday?” n;zk(:gi g:tl)‘ltlilé? ther
.16 € .
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“Ugh! the {fellow stinks:
2eld§1so drinks”, said a l’itt?:rli)ao‘;s
olding his nose tight with his ﬁnger§
d and round him.
und in the ditch last

and running roun
“The man fo
night is your £

rther ather, I suppose”, said
Then all the joi
ing “Arrack-e boys joined and ery-

ing “Arr errack-arrack Su ¢
ig;!’s, Sorx:x't;rac_k-arrack-arrack btéa&:
. 1
rollx‘rAd and rc-u?ld cl?i?xx;‘.ls' they went
re we to si i im i
claJss?” some bo‘;lé ::ll(t:d. him in_the
una:g:mt? was in anguish and
ot bu:)e;z the cruel jokes and
tha%hwened o i:eg::sed the tears
en suddenly sayi}: i
t%?k to. his heels. Thge r(x)t;g‘l;rr;g. r?g
:3 er him. On_ reaching the street
cg:srar? t;ped like the wind, the ur-
J of the school howling after him.

ayaram tur i i
appenrel, rned into a lane and dis-

With his head i
Jayaram ttlmrst ix’x(}t::.x }t\exzr;nother’s ap,
Yy do you ecry, mir dear, di
g;gd refuse to admit you?"’ ‘sitlg
asked, c}llgsplng hi_m in her arms and
kis g him on his forehead. But the
re she asked him, the m ¢
began to cry. ) ore he

The bell rong again af
houn® el n after the lunch
hour the boys assembled in the

“Where i ’
the teacherts the new hoy?” enquired

“Sir, he ran aw
come”, said
‘They all made fun of hj
fg,g "th%hpoor fellow ran ta\}xlrg;‘ A:rl;'(}
Jog", The answer was from the s
es“Bboy"m the class, mal-
oys!” said the ¢
ﬁou have _done is wro;cxe:.sh'gll.{e Tt
o“v<)1-xV their heads. v hung
0

O among ou s hi
house?” agked the };eachel:.nows his

§ev§'r§(r)a1 stood up sayisg, “I know"

- brm\;xuhﬁg, talk to him kindly.

wd b back?” the teacher
“But sir, hj ]

st b?)lyr: his father will beat us”,
"I:Pes k?at\}llers lco_ked at one another

o 0 and fetch him”, . sai
e of the boy. ' said

ay, and he won't

S at last.

«Sundaram, that’s very good”, ap-
plauded the teacher, “Go and explain
to his mother and bring him.”

11

Subba Naidu was 2 notorious
drunkard. He was known as “Arrack
Subban” and “Dram Subba Naidu”.
His father was not DOOr. Subba
Naidu’s mother died when he was a
child. 'The {father doted upon his
child. When the boy reached the age
of sixteen, he contracted bad habits
through evil company. At first the
tather was somewhat indulgent to-
wards his son. Then he admonished
nim but to no effect. He got Subba
Naidu married, when he reached the
age of 22, tkinking marriage might
set him right, but contrary to his
father’s fond expectations. he did not
improve. He began to drink and his
ovil ways continued. The father died
in sorrow. After his death, Subba
Naidu’s friends spoiled him com-
pletely. Immersed in debt he lost all
his property. It became difficult for
him to get even his daily meals. The
experience that he had gained in liti-
gation as a result of his enormous
debts equipped him with enough
knowledge to be a petition-writer.
The petition-v:riting business gave
him not less than a rupee a day. Out
of -this he would spend ten annas in
drink and give the rest to his wife.

On some days he would not give her
even this. He came home drunk and
beat her. At times he would push her
out of the house and bolt the door.
The house in which he lived soon
passed into the possession of his credi-
tors. He made a big row and assaulted
the bailiff with a knife. The police ar-
rested him for this; he was tried and
sentenced to six months’ imprison-
ment, His family bore the cruel pangs
of hunger. While her husband was in
prison, Subba Naidu’s wife lived with
her children in the same house as
lessee of the creditor. But after some
time he would not permit even this
and she had to shift to a thatched
verandah in o relation’s house, When
he returned from prison, Subba
Naidu began to drink more heavily.
Being by far the best petition-writer,
he earned a rupee, and sometimes 2
rupee and a half a day. But he would
squander the whole in the evening
in the arrack shop. There had been
occasions when he lay unconscious
for the whole night on the road. As
a result, he could not write petitions
ihe next day. Mad with hunger he
would violently quarrel with his wite.
The wife went into menial service
Lo keep going. At first she served in

the houses of those whom she knew,
pounding grain for which she would
earn between quarter to half a mea-
sure of rice and with this she fed the
family. Finding this quite insufficient,
she went to work in all houses with-
out distinction between friends and
strangers and sought work wherever
it was availoble, But there was the
problem of the baby. She left it in
charge of Jayaram when she went to
work. If Subba Naidu came home,
Jayaram’s lot was pitiable. “Where
is your mother?” he would ask him
with a kick, Fearing lest the child
should be hurt, Jayaram would
squeeze himself and receive all his
father's blows, and cry in distress.

Occasionally Subba Naidu would
clasp his boy and the baby in his
arms and weep. “Never again shall I
enter the arrack shop”, he would
vow. But the very next evening, on
his return from court after writing
petitions, he would forget everything
at the sight of the arrack shop, and
he would go in like one dragged.

I

Jayaram saw all the children round
about going to school., “The baby has
grown and will play”, said Jayaram
o his mother. “Let me go to school”.

«My dear”, she said, ‘“how can you
go to schoel? You have no shirt to
put on. Your cloth is all in tatters.
Everybody will make fun of you.
Your heart will break”.

“No, wmother,” begged Jayaram.
«Qur neighbour Kittu has promised
me a shirt. You will put a few stit-
ches. Nobody will make fun of me.
Even if somebody does, what does it
matter? I am not afraid. Send me to
school.”

“Alas! my child!” she cried. “They
would demand a rupee per month for
your school fee!”

“No, mother!” Jayaram pleaded.
“In the school painted yellow near
the market, they charge only four
annas for fee. Let me go to that
school.

Poor Jayaram had got all the infor-
mation. It is wonderful how poor
folks' children are cleverer than
those born in well-to-do homes,

After a gced deal of difficully, she
procured an old cap and set it all
right and sent the boy to the school
on an auspicious day. What happened
there has already *been recounted,

»* *

«The teacher asked me to bring
Jayaram”, said Sundaram.

“No, my boy, of what use is school-
ing to poor people?” said Jayaram’s
mother.

®
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“The teacher asked me to take him
and 1 am prepared to take him”. said
Sundaram begging her to send him.

The mother looked at her boy.

“Mother, T won't 80,” said Jayaram
“I“don't want to go to school”.y .
No, Jayaram, don't fear. All the
boys. want you to come. No one will
cu‘t‘ jokes yat you”, Sundaram pleaded.
schoolw%nt tgo. I don't want your
C -education,” sai -
peataty d Jayaram de
“My boy. go back” she saij
. , aid t
Sundaram. “He won't come. There 1(.:,
hone at home to look after the child.
If T go out to pound dried chillies, I
xggstw}leive the child with Jayara}n.
people?a use is education to poor
Sundaram went b i
difav;\),pt)lointed. ack to his school
‘Who sent you to school?” sh
Subba Naldu. on coming home, ?‘l‘ﬂ':gg
went there in order that alt might
\}'lldncule me? Eh?” With these words
b: gave Jayaram a kick. Unable to
ar the pain, the boy fell down.

“Wh do - A
Jayarafn’s rri)ot‘}lx kick the boy?” asked

14
him to school".er. 1t was T who sent

Subba Naidu answer i i
lent blow on her ch:edk.WlStt}\Ieasgo:
grelléedhback to the wall, Another blo%v
and ) ixf afelrla él:wlx}. Subba Naidu was
« . He
rice-pounder that w:s)0 lfleggywooden
2Get up” he roared .
“Oh!" she cried ang
You sent him to

e yelled in 3 vy
Seemed to make *tremi
an::‘lNraiied the poglrfde};()use tremble,
0, father, mother &id
1 y not
me. I went of my own accord. Mostirg'

pbrotested”,

Sayin i
an f‘i caught ying this Jayaram went

hold of his father’s ha

. Let 80”, cried Subba Naidu l:;llsd

ollowed his words with a blow It

struck the boy on his side, and he r.eel-

ed and fel.l down. Still, with one hand

Fg‘essmg tl'ght his abdomen, he caught

His éathers legs with the other,

tous ome what might, I shall finish it

tg— ay ", said Subba Naidy and Kicked
€ boy and threw the pounder at

he noise brought down th i

! € neigh-

; I;)(li{l;;ng Women, But others remaiﬁl;d

e li grent as  shouting in Subba

aidu’s householq was a common oc-

gungence. Still a  crowd gathered

ubba Naidy, talking incoherent] .

left the place. v
The boy lay unconsci

ous. “
oy, I l}&aﬁlihkmed you!” crioeg’ {r}]\z
' 0s¢ who had come th
k‘;’e;&id h’}rﬁetobl;? bed, and gave heil;
. was pantin

breath. He had received g liorft(:{

“Will he live?” th

an‘c‘l asked in despair

_“The demon!

lxket this?” said thoge
sent. “Why do they kee,

p those ~

%liet%i;aln;\:ll? 2}1110p§?” pleaded anxxitr.

ou ’

an‘c‘iA{xar}dIs became cr},lil.llayarams feet

as! »

cried. am a wretch”,

“Of what use
. any m
mentary SChOOIS fox'yhimo‘zx;’e’ are ele-

€ boy Jayaram’s

€ mother wept

18 4

the mother

WILL MR. JINNAH UPSET THE APPL

Food Production Drive—Governor-Designate of
Problems—Victimisation of R.I.N. Ratings?>—The |

Staunch champions of the theory of
British trusteeship, like Lord Halifax
:nd even Mr, Amery, have become
converts overnight, so to say, and
speak words of political wisdom that
the old imperislist assumptions should
give way before the new spirit that
is abroad.

Prof, Harold Laski, that stout-heart-
ed advocate of freedom makes a fer-
vent appeal both to the members of
the Cabinet Mission and to Indians,
Jhus-wise.

“They (Indians) and the British
Cabinet Committee will not merely
be making a constitution: in a
very real sense they will be de-
ciding the fate of civilization. That
is why they must all enter these
negotiations not with the resolve
to get one hundred per cent of
each item in their claim, but with
a passionate determination to ar-
rive at a ifeasonable agreement. . . .
Mr. Jinnah has not merely to
answer the League: he has to
answer the whole future of India.”

Everything seems to be well set for
the political stage in this country. But,
as Prof, Laski apprehends, Mr. Jinnah
might well upset the apple-cart.

x: * *

Mr. A. F. W. Dixon, Commissioner
of Civil Supplies, Madras, announced
(on March 1) that, with a view to
augmenting the existing stock of
food-crops the Government intended
to give a bonus of Rs. 15 per acre
to those who would sow short-term
cereals (paddy, cumbu, ragi, varahu)
in this month and the next, provided
a harvest was fairly certain.

The London correspondent of THE
Hinou, who recently interviewed
Lt.-Gen. Sir Archibald Nye, Gover-
nor-designate, prophesies a successful
career for him in Madras, particularly
because he is unconventional and eager
to grapple with difficult problems. In
regard to the food problem, the Gover-
nor-designate expresses this forthright
view : :

“If the food problem had presented
itself to us during the war as a
war-problem, I think I can say we
would have made light of it. We
would have got the food and we
would have got the ships.....
Surely the menace of starvation
for vast numbers of people ought

TL

to be dealt with in the ay
as we were able to deal
with the menace of defeat
in war. We allowed nothing to
interfere with our pursuit of vie-
tory and in peace, I think, we
ought to show the same mentality
and the same drive.” (Italics ours)

It is to be trusted that Sir Archibald
Nye will grapple with the problem
in right earnest when he faces it in
the near future without being tied
i0 the red-tape of the bureaucratic
machine.,

* * *

If the news that 84 R.LN. ratings
(including the members of the Central
Strike Committee), who were probably
considered by the Naval authorities
as primarily responsible for the re-
cent strike in Bombay, have been re-
moved to an unknown destination, is
the prelude to the C-in-C’s “promise”
in his broadcast that the ring leaders
will be punished, it will cause much
concern to the general public, parti-
cularly because it will be contrary to
the assurance (in spirit and in letter)
given in the Central Assembly at the
time of the debate on the R.LN. strike.
Whatever may be the ‘“explanations”
of the authorities for breaking what
was construed (at the time) as a defl-
nite undertaking that the strikers
would not be victimized, any action
in the nature of victimization of the
strikers (styled “ring-leaders’) is
bound to have disastrous results in the
present strained state of feeling in the
country.

% E ] *

The highlights of the Indian budget
presented to the Central Legislature
by Sir Archibald Rowlands, Finance
Member, last week are the reduction -
in taxation (both direct and indirect),
the promise held out that the finances
would be adapted to meet the needs
of planning in the provinces, and the
decision to appoint a predominantly
non-official Taxation Enquiry Com-
mission, with a view to overhauling
the present system of taxation. The
Defence expenditure for 1946-47 is es-
timated to cost about Rs. 244 crores,
which, in spite of the war having
come to an end, overshadows all
other expenditure (Civil). The Fi-
nance Member also announced the
abolition of the E.P.T., much to the
relief of investors! 19
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N EXT MAD RAS Ml NIST RY to post-war economic reconstruce of post-war reconstruction expep§

i i i tage of formulation 0
tion and as an irrefutable proof that m_thg first stage of fo!

B tands for the masses principles and priorities .and the
' K- SANTANAM the Qongress S'd of vested interests, last stage of sanctioning the

From what I can gather from I feel that three measures should schemes and the expenditure in-

i for : - el ) .
reading the Madras i tor granted that if a Ministr i elay. The whole volved. It 1s essential to constitute
that the mind of tk?: I;)e:ts,iilct ?:e:n s lts initial momentum of th);! 1%513 gsg?rt{;;i‘g&ggggndsho}:ﬂd be solved a Planning Cemmission which will
much concentrated on the possib(iz t‘g% years, _mUCh cannot be expect- simply by paying compensation to keep out of current polit.ical con-
personnel of the next Congress Tt‘ rom it in the way of new legis- the zamindars and taking over troversy and work full time on 2a
Ministry of the province rather tha a;lxon. Legislation always involves {heir rights to the State. The com- co-ordinated industrial, agricultu-
on the programme of work it m: no¢ lam_ge In social and economic pensation should be paid in the ral, commercial and cpltura_l deve-
be expected to carry out. I do aYt relations and therefore has far- form of long-term bonds somewhat lopment of the province till the
deny that it is important that nk(‘) reaching results while the effects of like those now given to the share- stage of blue-print when the Minis-
next Ministry should be con? the *Ildmlmstrative acts are ephemeral holders of the Bank of England try can take charge. The Commis=-
of the best Congressmen of thel‘z?lsed would suggest that beyond taking which has been nationalised. I do sion should also be entrusted with
linguistic provinces, Tamilnad pl;ee steps to root out nepotism and corg not think that the rights so secured the duty of watching the results of
dhra and Kerala and that the n- Tuption, the new Ministry should should be devolved immediately the execution of the plans and ma-
should be led by one who cax? (t,:gi?f g(r);t waste its {ime at least in its on the ryots for even the ryotwari Kking suggestions for changes and
;r;anc}r’gxe respect of the whole coun~ tive :‘(;Vuot'years on mere administra- system has tended to produce 2 improvements. '
ng.\stit:u making of the future must be“}z-ﬁ'l‘he permanent officials. class . of parasitic and absen- There is one other issue which
mic reCOnosrtl ":amjl post-war econo- as they can wi?}jl manage it as best tee land-holders. A new tenure cannot brook any more de}ay. It is
which our r;.ct)on are matters in if they cannot the knowledge that. w@lll have. to be devised Tes= g pity that the 1937 _Mimstry daid
their due ps?vtmces have to secure they will be s dehver.the goods tpctmg the powers of aliena- not take steps to .divxd‘e the pro- .
share of a]l-Ia :11_3 and equitable compunction acked without any tion of the cultivator and com-  yince into linguistic .qmts and in-
difference betn 'a resources. The ’ pelling him to work under a sys- vestigate the desirability of having
wise selectio ween a wise and un- Retrace tem of co-operative farming SO  gome common institutions and
rence  in :; may result in a diffe- The first task of the Min; that the efficiency pf agnculturgl agencies which would preserve
Central LeaielgrteSematlon in the Should be to retrace the st sty production can be increased. This  some of the benefits of the present
bution of crante o and the distri- 0V the Section 93 regi steps taken is a big subject and will require ynity without its disadvantages. The
construction orc: and loans for re- (OT€ the work of thegﬁgle and res- much _careful thinking and it may appointment of a commission: con-
to pursue thiz ojects. I do not want Le;enforcement of Pr Sﬁgﬂ inistry. be desirable to leave it over to the gisting of two members. from Tamil-
it is liable tc?ollom any further as ‘;)he d1str§ct5 where it \zal ition in third Ministry so.that the people pad, two from Andhra and one
owing to my well- E misinterpreted tefore with a quick short_st in force may be able to vote on a well-con-  from Kerala v_nth a chairman_and
that Rajaji is th nown conviction o enforee it througho erm plan sidered plan. The abolition of the gnother financial expert fro}-n‘out_
leader not oniy ofe wisest politicgl '€ during the perio d“t the pro- zamindari system is big enoggh for gside to delimit the boundaries and
of the whole ¢ our province byt ISUY must be anno of the Mi- the next. Another big agrarian re- allocate assets and liabilities to be
leaders come andOUntry. After ay, VSTV first day of the ‘znﬁ?d on the form which is no less urgent is to  followed by constitution-making
remain for ever io(;o ut our people office. The first Ministra g up of secure the position of landless 1a- Podies for each of the three provin+
time that greater et Is about Iﬁed'.to promote tem ly had plan- bourers. Now they are altogetheT ces is necessary to end another big
be paid to what the pens hoWld arijans through slow cqe Ly, ©OF helpless and neglected. They should  gispute before it becomes a fester-
should do € next Ministry bublic opinion, gj oW education of be registered, and be legally enti- ing sore. o

) rible world way 1X years of a ter- tled to mjnimum wages, decent A Great Job

First Two Y tional revolt haye and a great na- housing and medical attention _ ob nich

Every new Min; ears. rush through manmadg our people during sickness. For them as ‘well I think that any Ministry whic
first two ye nistry has only the their journey tow Ydmlle-_stones on as the industrial workers of the carries out these measures in the
of policy a:éslfox: th? formulation freedom and equ:ﬁ‘ts their goal of province, some scheme of sickness, first two years would have done a
of the period egislation. The pest LiCCOPrOmisin ¥. A short and insyrance and maternity and death great job. 1 may, however, point
ted to cargv' will be largely geva® 1€ Practice O}g Act  prohibiting grants must be established. out that my attempt is not so much
into action 1‘ ng out these pouci?; person from g exclusion of any B . to give a cgmplete .programme as
ciliating the laving doubts and con.  BuPlic institutios <cmPle or other - Post-War Planning to turn public attention to the need
are bound ek‘,’pms‘tmn which they dispute finally a‘;‘d-ﬂ;ould close this "1 do not think that the Ministry for its formulation and bold im-
Wwith admmistr:éo“se and dealing B or ever. will have time %o attend to schemes plementation. .
};‘):I‘_’ﬁ.dto e neglzgtergataers. which While th“y Zamindaris ' ' '
ing put?lflcCORCen‘}!‘atlon Onu::;% i;’.lhe the Agric ll]gurf;lgft Mi{listry passed o ia e
e, opmien To "o o acs s o et i
T C S - SPIREE o '
2 efore be taken par‘;{gvof agrarian refor‘:n e‘!;taent, its ™ .. Séelalism lakes an-enormous first 'step towards
€ly poor. Both as a S com- . i equality by abolishing unearned income and exploita-
prelude ™ ion. But that is notits last step.—John Strachey.
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‘A PEOPLE’S LEADER
OF MALAYA

(From Our Correspondent)

. In Malaya to-day, the name of
Soong Kwong is a household word.
In the press, banner head-lines
announce his release from jail,
while in the streets of Kuala Lum-
par, stirring posters welcome him
back. Plans are being made to
celebrate this victory of the people.

I was surprised at Soong’s youth,
and his unassuming manner. I asked
how he fared under the Japanese,
and of the history of the remarka-
ble series of trials of which he was
the victim,

For over an hour he spoke in a
low quiet voice of the Anti-Japa-
nese Union, with which his name is
closely associated, and of the occu-
pation and after. While he spoke,
I noted his clean aesthetic features,
which have a kind but serious ex-
pression.

A Burra Sahib’s Paradise

Peace time Malaya was a burra
Sahib’s  paradise. The Malays,
Indians and Chinese worked hard,
and never questioned the divine
right of the un-pigmented skin.
Tin and rubber paid good divi-
dends, and in the stately homes of
England retired stock-brokers and
society ladies thanked God for the
civilising mission of the white man.
It was in this atmosphere that
Soong passed his early years., As a
student in Ipoh, he took an active
part in the student’s movement and
in the illegal Anti-Japanese Socie-
ty. Yes, in those far off days of '38
and '39 when Neville Chamber-
lain’s umbrella reached from Berlin
to Tokyo, it was illegal to carry on
anti-Japanese activity in Malaya.
But on December 8, 1941, Malaya
awoke with a jolt. The yellow flood

broke over the country, and the

burra sahibs lightly . cast off the
white man’s burden, and ran as

quick as their legs would take-
them. Malaya was. left ta.its-fate..

2

Immediately Soong went under-
ground and started organising the
Anti-Japanese Union. Those were
difficult and dangerous days. All
over the world Fascism was going
from strength to strength, and the
common people lost hope and con-
fidence in their own powers. So
terrified were the people of Malaya,
that in one village in Perak, they
actually captured an anti-Japanese
fighter, intending to hand him over
to the Japanese. It was only when
Soong raced to the village and
made a strong appeal to the pea-
sants’ patriotism that the man was
released.

Story of Escape

In March 1943, Soong was arrest-
ed by the hated Kempeti, the Japa-
nese Gestapo. In an attempt to
win him over, he was well treated
for a week, and during that period
he made plans to escape. With the
aid of some other Chinese in the
prison, he attacked the guards
during the night, and with bare
hands overpowered them. But his
freedom was short lived. Within a
few hours he was arrested again,
and the Kempeti wreaked their
vengeance on him., For several
ddys he was beaten with rifle butts,
and had water forced into his
mouth and nostrils. Then he was
paraded around the villages of
Perak to demonstrate that their
leader had ‘given himself up’, and
that resistance was useless. While
these displays were taking place,
Soong managed to snatch a Tommy
gun from one of the guards. Taking
them completely by surprise " he
escaped, killing one and injuring
two of the guards in the process.

-~ LN.A’S Hatred of Japanese

1 asked Soong what experience
he. had- had withthe Indian Na-

tional -Army. He said -that in.the-

majority of cases there was sym-

-

pathy and understanding between

the LN.A,, and the People’s Anti-
Japanese Army-—the military equi-
valent of the A, J. U. Attempts
were made by the Japanese to use
the LN.A. to crush P.AJ.A, but
this was resented, and the I.N.A.M
fired their rifles into the air when'#
ordered to attack. Soong had
several Chinese-speaking friends
among the IN.A,, who passed on
information about Japanese move-
ments,

As the Allies gathered strength
and the Fascist Triangle began to
break, the Japanese changed
their policy. The bullying and
blustering attitude ceased, and
efforts were made fo win the sup-
port of the civilians. But this only
strengthened the Anti-Japanese
movement.

Staunch Fighter for Freedom

By this time Soong was every-
where recognised as a staunch
fighter for the interests of the peo-
ple and for the freedom of Malaya.
With the unconditional - surrender
came the reoccupation of Malaya by
the British, and when the troops
reached Kuala Lumpar on Septem-
ber 12th they were welcomed as
liberators.

Then occurred the amazing affair
that put Soong Kwong into the
headlines. On September 1, a noto-
rious collaborator and police spy
named Chan Chow Ming was ar-
rested by the A. J. U. and charged
with collecting money under false
pretences by claiming to be a mem-
ber of the A.J.U. After questioning
he was released on condition that
he discovered the hide-out of
Hirota, his boss and hated Kempeti
leader. This he failed to do.

On Oct. 12, exactly a month after
the arrival of the British, Soong
was arrested, and charged with
extortion. Immediately the people
rose in defence of their leader. A

demonstration of over 5,000 protest-
- ed at his arrest. At a civilian trial -
on Nov. 7, the assessors (jury)-
acquitted hxm but the judge ihsists| .
ed on a second trial. The: blind] "1

-bureaucratxc machine ‘was ‘quite.o
af touch with the feeling and- tem

Soong - Kwong

per of the people. The Malaya of
1945 is quite a different proposition
from the Malaya of 1940. The
second civilian trial again resulted
in an acquittal. It was necessary to
convene a British Court Martial
before Soong could be convicted.
On Jan. 2., he was sentenced to
four years’ R.I, although Soong
denied the legality of the court,
and refused to plead. The reaction
among the masses was immediate.
Overnight Soong became a national
hero. Protest meetings were held
in Singapore, and throughout the
peninsula, Even from distant
Chungking radio reports told of
these protests and political activity
unprecedented in the history of
Malaya. The fight ended in the
victory of the people. On February
4, after serving a month of his
sentence, Soong was pardoned,
‘after taking into account his pro-
allied actxvxtxes in the past.’

Now he is back among the peo-
ple with whom he worked. At the
age of 24 he is an acknowledged
leader of Malaya. Tempered in the
fight against oppression both yel-
low and white, Soong is typical of
the new leadership that is coming
to the surface in Asia. The anti-
Fascist war shook the opvressive

'social structures of the East to -
their very foundations. - Casting off

‘the mystxclsm and obscurantlsm 2
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I8 not a mere stock bowler. Who
can ever forget his deadly spells of
bowling against All-India last year
and the Australiang this year, when
he had top-notch batsmen groping
for the ball! He may not be as dan-
gerous as Amar Singh was, but gj-

“glue-pot” or wearing wickizt
he will be more deadly than God-’
‘dard. It is ununderstandable how
the selectors could have ignored
such a match-winning bowler,
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PATAUD] CAPTAINCY

FINALLY I come to the selection
of the Captain which has be-
come a subject of bitter controversy
in the lf’ress. The choice of the
Na.wab.ls not on a par with that of
Prmcelmgs‘who were imposed o
preyious tours. Patg.
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DR. SUBBAROYAN SUMS UP CRICKET
TOUR PROSPECTS

By Sports Reporter

After half an hour’s talk, I came
out of the “Whites Garden,” Dr.
P. Subbaroyan’s residence, convin-
ced that the man who presides over
the destinies of Indian cricket is
great in many respects.

The editor having prepared the
ground, the task was easy for me,
There were no embarrassing preli-
minaries. I shot the first question. Is
the Indian team to tour England
well served in all departments of the
game? The Doctor said he was satis-
fied with the selection. He was. sorry
he could not attend the last meeting
at Bombay. He had to be in Madras
as his presence was needed there by
his political friends. He wrote his
views to the members of the Selec-
tion Committee. He did think that
Rangachari might be the second fast
bowler.

RANGACHARI AND SOHONI

Would not, I asked, a team which
had such towering batting strength
as the Indian side be better served
by the inclusion of Rangachari who
was essentially a bowler and an
effective bowler at that, in prefer-
ence to Sohoni? The Doctor would
not ‘agree,

EXCLUSION OF AMIR

The exclusion of Amir Elahi
could not, of course, go unnoticed.
I was not sure if the Doctor was in
Bombay on the third day of the
match between the South and West
Zones. Had not Amir on that acca-
sion bowled magnificently?

" The Doctor had thought of Amir
Elahi. Perhaps, he explained, want-
ing to give younger men a chance
with a view to the future, the selec-
tors had pitched upon Shinde.

at was the main purpose of
the Zonal tournament? Without
waiting for an answer I said that if
any player deserved to walk into
the Indian team, it was Ram Singh.
His performance at Bombay .was
splendid. T ' A

Dr. Subbaroyan replied: “I had
put Ram Singh down as I con-
sider him a bowler who could
have done well in England. But
evidently the selectors thought
that they had Vinoo Mankad
and they could do with one
left-haunder”.

The President revealed that he
had suggested to the selectors the
name of Ghulam Ahmed of
Hyderabad as his performance in
Madras against the Australians im-
pressed him a great deal. But un-
fortunately he was ill during the
tournament and the Committee
could not see him on the field. On
the whole, the selectors had done
well and nobedy need cavil at ihe
choice.,

DULEEP EPISODE

I then trod delicate ground.
Would you think, I asked, any selec-
tion committee would be complete
without the inimitable Duleep? The
Doctor said:

“lI was terribly cut up when Du-
leep was left out of the Selec-
tion Coramittee as I consider
him a very good judge of the
game and his knowledge of
English cricket and the finer
points of the game would have
greatly helped any Selection
Committee,”

Before leaving, I could not help
inviting his opinion about the best
way of selecting the captain. He
observed:

“I do feel that the question of
selection of captain should have
been left to the Selection Commit-
tee as it would have had before jt
a complete picture of the team. But
now that the final choice has been
made and the Selection Committee
has also approved - of it, I ‘would
expect members of our team to give
unstinted loyalty to their captain
and help him and the Vice-captain,
Merchant, in every way to estab-

_lish India as a powerful cricketing

country.
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- EXHIBITIONISM HURTS

By ‘Nabus*
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them. I squealed because I felt that
the habitual wearers of the shark
skin suit, tootal tie and velour hat
among men, and of the diaphanous
sari, high~heeled shoe and sleeve~
less velvet blouse among girls, had
no right to wear Khadi just for the
occasion. In fact, I then felt just as
bad as the Brigadier did when his
Jamedar brought him a quantity of
deliciously smelling pilau in an
enamel receptacle, new, but not
normally asscciated with eating!

It hurts me to have to put up
with exhibitionism of any kind, Ex-
hibitionism is not a mere personal
vice; it is a social crime as well. It
is a crime against culture and civi-
lized manner of living. Take
‘Nudism’, for instance. All sane and
reasonable people like to strip and
wash themselves in their bath
rooms or strip and expose them-
selves to the sun for health in guiet
spots. At certain hours, under cer-
tain circumstances, and in certain
places (as Lin Yutang says} we all
believe in nudism, but when we
flaunt nudism in others’ eyes we
becorne exhibitionists! We then get
caught for the offence of corrupting
public morals and tastes and are
statutorily punished. Unfortunate-
ly, however, Governmental autho-
rity stops with the penalisation of
nudist exhibitionists; it does not
deal with the erimes of equally cor-
ruptive exhibitionists, the class to
which many among the modern idle
rich belong. Public opinion alone
can devise ways of dealing with
such people, and that is where
squealers like me get into the pic-
ture!

* * *

Take again, for instance, the
marriages that are celebrated in
our country. Don’t you feel hurt at
the extravagance of the invitations,
the decarations and the parapher-
nalia, the colossal waste of food and
food-stuffs, the absence of hospita-
lity in the host who picks out his
guests and smuggles them in during
the dinner hour, the debasement of
those chosen guests who permit
themselves to be smuggled to the

High-heeled shoe and diaphanous
saree girl and shark skin suited boy.

ble" outside, the vulgarity of musi-
cal taste which is evident in the
employment of an English band
with an Indian nagaswaram, the
utter absence of artistic fervaur in
engaging an eminent wvidwan not
for giving of his best in music but
for flling the time lag between the
evening hour and dinner time for a
crowd of people who attend more
for discharging an inevitable social
duty than for conveying their good
wishes to the bridal couple who,
incidentally, are set on a pedestal
dressed like dummies and suffo-
cated by flowers, the vulgar dis-
play of wedding presents both by
the giver and receiver, the bored
“and oh! I am tired” looks of the
host and hostess, and the self-
important and impertinent beha-
viour of volunteer helpers? If you
don’t, well, I do, for, perhaps I am
a puritan and a cynic! I feel hurt
because the whole show is sheer ex-
hibitionisnt from beginning to end.
1 feel hurt because the standards
that are followed are artificial, cor-
ruptive of middie-class morals and
eruel to the “proletarian rabble”.
We talk of this country being poor
and, as the standard of living of the
average man being low. That is a
cruel fact. But if a foreigner was
flown into this country and set

have the li’bgi-ttl;,ougt}; exclusion of the “proletarian rab-
conditions thgy hurt 29

. Khadi for Begsheers, 1 did pet
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straight inside the recepiion crowd
of a Madrassi wedding, he would
probably shout, if he was a Yankee,
“Boy, oh, boy' These guys are
swelll  They can create whoopee
alright.” And if I turned roung and
told him that we were poor and
needed American help for “rehabi-
litating our economy”, he would
most surely snap back, “Hey, mis-
ter! Tell me another!” And that is
why 1 feel hurt.

- 2

Truth to say, I feel hurt more
often than pleased. I feel hurt at
the exhibitionism of the loud-lov-
ing husband who calls his wife
“darling” in company, because he
indulges in a luxury which is de-
nied to his hearer; it breeds class
hatred. I feel hurt when I see an
advertisement 1n the newspapers
that a particular person celebrated
his sixtieth birthday and was the
recipient of numerous presents,
letlers and telegrams of corngratu-
lations; it poignantly reminds me of
the tragedy of my father’s death
when he was only forty; the Gods
may have Joved him, so he died
young, but I laved him {o0; and if
he had lived to sixty, he would have
received a larger number of letters
and telegrams though not presents.
I feel hurt when I take a friend to
an evening party and he suddenly
leaves me to snatch a place at the
high table {although he had to in-
dulge in some Callisthenic kow-
towing to big noises before he sat
down), and comes back to me at

the close of the function to have a
lift home in my car. T feel hurt and
annoyed when I pay for a first class
ticket at a charity show, occupy a
seat in the fourth row (the first
three being reserved for the sala-
ried class), and have to loak and
acknowledge the nod of the young
brat who sits in the centre of the
first row because he is the official
boss of the organisation although he
has not contributed gz pie to the
charity. And lastly, I feel not mere-
Iy hurt but positively savage when
I am asked o deliver a speech on
a subject on which I have spent a
lifetime in study, with a man to
preside who knows nothing about
it, but whose sole qualification to
chairmanship is that he is “Head of
the District™. I have lived and
worked in many a district in this
presidency. I have also suffered
quite a lot from gastric pains. My
pains were a direct result of the
insufferable exhibitionism of many
a “District Head” who, every time
he reminded me of his “Headship”
created such a nasty taste in my
mouth that the reaction resulted in
a permanent inflammation of my
strictly vegetarian teetotaller gas-
tric membrane. Do you wonder
that I feel hurt?
*

* *

Franklin Delano Roosevelt is re-
ported to have talked of the four
freedoms. What you and I want
urgently and now is not any of
these four freedoms but freedom
from exhibitionism and from cold-
blooded humbug!

The Marriage Pandal.

Profile—V. S. Srinivasa Sastri

Time : 1918 or thereabouts,
Place: Conjeeveram.

Scene : Annual conference of pro-
vincial Congressmen.

Seated on the dais, among others,
were Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri,
CR. and young but stormy Satya-
murti, just then coming up. Mr.
Bastri had concluded one of his
mellifluous utterances of modulated
English prose—(only the content,
not the form or manner hag since
changed)—to general admiration.
Up sprang Satyamurti, and with a
felicitous jeu d’esprit in Tamil
which was greeted with a roar of
delighted applause, swung public
attention in favour of himself, only
to treat the audience to 2 new style
of plangent utterance in Tamil
which marked a milestone in pro~
vincial politics. For he discovered
2 new source of power by exploit-
ing the magic of the mother-tongue
as the medium of public discourse
and mass propaganda.

But my subject is Sastri—not
Satyamurti! If I have chosen a
remote and, to most people, a for-
gotten point of time, it is purely for
a symbolic reason. For it enahles
me to start off with the remark that
Mr. Sastri has laboured through a
life-span of exceptional length and
fullness to cultivate the more exo-
tic, recondite or superfluous virtues
in preference to the ones which are
nearer reach and more racy of the
soil. But it was the inescapable con-
dition of progress for his generg-
tion that it had to traverse the
longest way round to reach the
nearest paint. Centrally situated in
that scheme, and indeed organically
vita] to it was the English language,
To master it—not somehow byt
down to its most fugitive and subtle
nuances was at once an intellectual
challenge and spiritual fulfilment.
For the learners belonged, without
their knowing it, to a fin de siecle
era which marked the assumption
of imperial title and dignities by
Queen Victoria, and by her unoffi-

cial affiliation to the purlieus of the
Hindu Pantheon! The subject that
then drew the most lyrical out-
bursts, from students competing
for prize essays was “The Bene.
fits of British Rule”, even as we
now have Quit Indie as the rubric
of a nationwide litany !

Mr. Sastri started his career as
3 teacher, and it is a tribute to his
genius that he did not allow him-
seif to be lost in it. He stepped aut
of it in time to fill with a sense of
growing ease and assurance s va-
riety of political and diplomatic
roles, unlikely hereafter to be en-
joyed by or conferred upon the
representative of a subject nation.
He who found the Servants of
India Society too frighteningly big
for him at one stage was destined
to outgrow it at the height of his
greatness. It is a pleasing gesture
of seemly piety for him to ascribe
all hig public successes to Gokhale:
but almost a decade intervenes be-
tween the passing of the greater

Ajax and the emergence of our
Cicerao.

The hey-day of Indian Liberals
contributed to the splendour of
Mr. Montagu’s achievement as the
first of the architects of Indian
self-government. Their upbringing
in the political sense having been
entirely theoretical-—that is, based
on a reverent mastery of constitu-
tional pundits from Burke to Bry-
ce—they felt proud of having com-
mitted British political parties to
the grant of self-government to
India in progressive stages, It is
difficult for the present generation
to visualise the depressing finality
of the pronouncements of such a
high-minded politician as Lord
Morley. To that starched, secular
St. Simon Stylites, democratic in-
stitutions and the parliamentary
system were no more applicable

‘for India than the fur coat was a

suitable garment for people to wear
in the tropics. From such an ex-
treme, Mr. Montagu delivered the
country, if he did not transport it

3l
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inherited countless ages of a uni-

que formal and spiritual tradition,
but who had arrived at man’s.

estate under the influence of Hux-
ley and Spencer, who echoed Mor-
ley’s agnosticism with a still more
urbane emphasis—for such a man
to rehearse in public the Navara-
sas of the Ramayana is an example
of a revenge which I must ascribe
not so much to time as to the in-
visible but sustaining spirits of
our race.

Mr. Sastri has already achieved
the ambiguous distinction of be-
ing prescribed for study in the
clagss-room! But as he iz a still
more valuable repository of the
over-and under-fones of the his~
tory. of a generation which is fast
slipping away from living memory,
it behoves us to help him to trans-

fer—against time—the stores of
his mellow intellect and varied re-
collections to writing. Such work
will bring him a fresh zest in the
convalescence which .he now en-
joys after his recent illness,

To have remained a non-official;
10 have been the most picturesque
figure of his generation; to have
given the world abroad a just but
heightened impression of the
Indian character, at its best, to
have conversed with the mighty
ones of the earth on terms of equa-
lity, giving at every stage far more
than he -received—and to have
achieved all this without a single
dubious step or humiliating com-
promise—few of our other public
men can claim a higher or purer
record !—P. M.

TIT-BITS:

A London society woman, having
spent a large amount of money on
beauty treatment, is reported to
have asked George Bernard Shaw:
“How old do you think I look?”

G.B.S. replied: “Judging by your
teeth, I should say 18; by your
blonde-curls, 19; by your attitude,
147

The lady was flattered and said,
“Thanks for the compliment, but
still, how old do I look?”

G.B.S. retorted: “Well, add to-

‘gether 18, 19 and 14, and the ans-
wer is 51.” :

* »* I

President Truman said recently
in the White House that he didn't
like the job of being President.

“Why not?” he was asked. He
seemed to mean it and the listeners
were astonished, _

“Because”, said Truman, “there
is no future in it.”

% * * o

D. F. Karaka, in his book ‘THIS
INDIA’, relates the followipg story
about the Dewan of one of the bet-

[These tit bits are collected from
books and wmegazines. No claim is
made to originality. Readers are also
invited to contribute.]

ter known Indian States, which
shall be nameless:

In the -early. years of the
War, the Government of India,
probably shaken up by Whitehall,
began to make enquiries through
the Residencies in India whether
there was any fifth column activity
in the capital of that particular
State. The Resident in turn addres-~
sed his query to the Dewan, who
passed it on to the State’s Military
Department, The Department in-
formed the Dewan that to the best
of its knowledge, there was no
such activity. Aware.of the policy
of the Ruler, which was to keep the
paramount power pleased at any
cost, the Dewan apologetically re-
plied to the Resident:—*I regret to
say that there is no such activity at
the present moment, but I can as~
sure you that steps will be taken
by His Highness to start the said
activity.”

* * »
“In 1921, the Prime Minister of
England arrived at Lord’s for a
Test Match—and was obliged’ tc
take his place in a queue a mile
long.—Neville Cardus.
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A GREAT EXPONENT OF CARN
ATIC
MUSICAL TRADITION >

MAHARAJAPURAM VISWANATHA AYYAR
By Our Music Critic
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celebrating his cen-

Let me use part of this column
to make an appeal, not on behalf of
the Thyagabrahma Sabha (of
which I am not even “a four-anna
member’—I mean just a member),
but on behalf of Musical Tradition
with a capital M and a capital T.
South India is, geographically, a
small portion of this sub-continent,
but South Indian music (Carnatic)
is large enough to claim a status
on a par with the music of the rest
of India (Hindusthani), with a his-
tory dating back to the days of the
Samagana, and a tradition syste-

matised at least from the ninth

century A, D. The greatest expo-
nent of this musical {radition,
known as Carnatic music, was un-
doubtedly Thyagaraja whose me-
mory we cherish, not merely for
the peerless excellence of his mu-
sical compositions and the pro-
fundity of his musical research, but
also for the universality of his phi-
losophy and the purity of his per-
sonal conduct. The first centenary
of Thyagaraja's death is a fitting
occasion for us to commemorate
him by erecting a Gurukula, in his
name encircling his Samadhi, pur-
chasing the house where he lived
and worked for endowment as a
national monument, issuing a com-
memoration volume of his entire
works, and generally immortalis-
ing his musical tradition for poste-
rity. The strength of the Hindu is
his past; the weakest link in a
chain is the measure of its strength:
the weakest link in a chain
which the Hindu calls his past
is his parsimony towards tra-
dition. Let us all remember this,
and try to fill the first six rows in
all future performances in aid of
the Thyagaraja Centenary Cele-
brations—Please, let us!

* * *

This evening’s performance by
Maharajapuram Viswanatha Ayyar
was just superb. It was in the fit-
ness ‘'of things that he should in-
augurate. the series: he was the
President of the last session of the
Music Academy, and is the current

‘coin’ among sangeethe kalenidhis.
‘And; as perhaps few know, he is

Thyagaraja

the seniormost among living vidh-
wans with about thirty-five years’
service in the front line; his senio-
rity is real, not synthetic. He has
a well-preserved appearance, the
typical Tanjorean build and tuft,
the ear-rings and finger rings that
distinguish a flourishing musician
from the unsupported type, the
mannerisms of an artist, a broad
smile of recognition to anyone that
looks at him (a polite stock-in-
trade), a twinkle in his eye in his
un-musical moments, and a vacant
look during performances when
his creative imagination starts
functioning. His voice is not what
you could call rich; but there is
something infinitely musical in
what comes out of his big throat
and wide mouth. His voice is not
of the third gear wariety, and is
perhaps second gear-ish, but its
acceleration is something indes-
cribable, aad both on the up-take
in the climb and the down-take in
the descent, and even at hairpin
ber@ss, that second-gear voice of
his Is, well, just scintillating!
- . * o
I- have heard Maharajapuram
several times during-the last ‘fifteen
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at Lisbon, a good deal of diplomatic
activity has been going on behind the
scenes with a view to the peaceful
elimination of France from headship
of the Spanish State. But Franco
seems to have proved one to0 many
for hig opponents who form a formi-
dable coalition of the Western demo-
cracies, On the whole, howeveyr, the
days of Franco seem numbered with
ithe Commurists queering the pitch
from Paris. They have apparently
succeeded in persuading Britain and
America to cease non-interfering in
the affairs of Spain.
* * *

There is no chance of a ‘Western
bloc’ emerging into view so long as
the Communists are in the saddle in
France, That Britain can apply the
screw against her is evident from the
report that she has withdrawn credit
facilities to her; it has come with all
the abruptness with which the ter-
mination of ‘lease-lend’ was announced
to Mr. Attlee by President Truman.
Britain as a ‘pauper empire’ was
under-written by America; France as
a still greater pauper could only carry
on with the support of the sterling.

 The withdrawal of such support has

doubtless political reasons behind it!
4 &

» *

The lull on the Egyptian front has
been as sudden as the effervescence
reported earlier, Some reports have
hinted that Mr. Bevin has sent Sidky
Pasha a stiff note demanding that the
demonstrations should cease and that
compensation should be paid to the
British for damage done to British
nationals and/or property. This is a
reminder to all and sundry that Bri-
tain is not yet as badly played out as
some of our stump orators are apt to
imagine; and that if she is forced to
withdraw, she is more likely than not,
to leave a trail of fire and brimstone
behind her.

* * *®

A hitch has occurred in the with-
drawal of foreign troops from Persia.
Because Russia is hesitating, Britain
follows suit! Meanwhile a report has
it that the natives of Azerbaijan have
implored Russia to stay on. At the
other end is the report of a deal by
which the northern parts of Persia are

to come under the Russian sphere of
influence to balance the presence of
the British sphere in the south. None
of the forecasts suggests the likelihood
of a consideration of the rights of Per-
sians as Persians!

* * &

Representatives of Iraq and Turkey

have met in Ankara to explore the
prospects of a pact of mutual friend-
ship and good neighbourliness. This
is 2 move which has a double signifi-
cance, Iraq and Turkey are not irre-
vocably committed to the Arab
League; one of them, Turkey, is defi-
nitely anti-Arab for historical reasons.
Turkey and Iraq are potentially frien-
ds of Britain and enemies of  the
Soviet. Both have vulnerable frontiers
and dissident minority groups who
look up to Russia for material and
moral support.

£3 & o

The reported resignation of Dr.

Sutan Sharir is an unpleasant remin-
der of the possibility of disruption in
Indonesian nationalist ranks., It re-
mains to be seen whether the so-
called offer of a new status to Indone-
sia by the Dutch Government has
cerved as the proverbial apple of
discord. Another suggestion is that the
more extreme elements are capitalis-
ing the present situation to secure a
foothold in the new order of things.
In any case, the chances in the final
upshot seem more in favour of the
emergence of an antj-European_bloc
than of any moderate group with a
willingness to collaborate wi@h the
Dutch on the basis of inferiority.

# E &

Russia is said to have protested to
Chiang-Kai-shek against student de-
monstrations which called for the
evacuation of Manchuria by the Soviet.
Marshal Chiang has hastened to as-
sure Stalin that the demonstrations
were not sponsored by his Govern-
ment. This episode deserves to be con-
sidered as bslancing the report of Mr.
Bevin's demznd for the suppression of
anti-British demonstrations in Egypt!
Thus as we progress from the West
{o the East, we are confronted with
different situations in which the same
party figures as accused or as the pro-
secutor or as the judge!

*

The great majority of Conservative M.Ps. have at
least one common interest in private life for they all
desire the .Government to facilitate the pursuit of

profit—Simon  Haxey.
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Fleet Street in War Time

MINISTERIAL BURLESQUE

Readers in India, excepting those
who habitually consult the wisdom
of Mr. Punch, cannot have realised
what an affair of burlesque the
British Ministry of Information
proved itself to be in the early days
of the war. If the institution had
been presided over by Miss Bates
and had been conducted by Ancient
Pistol and the Rev. Mr. Collins, it
could not have laid itself open to
greater derision. Under Mr. Bren-
dan Bracken, however, it was al-
lowed to setile itself, as the des-
perateness of Mr. Punch’s jokes
against it must have indicated to
the discerning reader. The British
had once more muddled through.

It would have been a pity if the
vintage excellence of the earlier
period of stupidity had been de-
nied to the world. Mr. Franecis
Williams’ book (PRESS, PARLIA-
MENT AND PEOPLE; Heinemann,
London, Price 8 sh. 6 d.) is a seri-
ous discussion of a serious subject,
the relationship between three of
the four commonly reckoned
“estates of the realm.” But it is
only natural that the war-time
Controller of News and Censorship
should permit himself some indi-
cations of the humorous personali~
ties who abode in the University
of London buildings in Bloomsbury.

General Tripp was a Lieutenant-

General of the Army, who with
characteristic inconsequence, was
installed as a Naval adviser. Most
gallantly did he live up to the tra-
ditions of his adopted “secret” ser-
vice, When in the early days of
1942, an excited correspondent
rushed into his room, vociferating
that the Prince of Wales and the
Repulse had been sunk off Singa-
pore, a loss which laid Malaya at
the mercy of the invader, he looked
up from his papers to rebuke the
agitated informant for describing
the sinkings as a “calamity”. “Cala-
mity?” annunciated the General in
a remarkable under-statément.
“Calamity?. Bit of a nuisance”.

38

Less intentionally amusing was
Sir Frank Pick, who one day found
himself the Director-General of the
Ministry after serving for a long
time in the irrelevant capacity of a
Director of the London Passenger
Transport Board. When this over-
earnest soul was summoned to Mr,
Churchill’s presence, he improved
the occasion by delivering himself
of a long discourse on morality.
When his didactic visitor left him,
the flabbergasted Prime Minister
turned to his Secretary, and said,
“Young man, never let me see that
impeccable busman again.”

Habits die hard in man. When Dr.
Julian Huxley, as the spokesman of
a non-official committee which was
associated with the Ministry, enter~
ed a protest at being neglected, Sir
Frank Pick’s auditors could observe
that he was puzzled by the recital.
“But unless”, Dr. Huxley conclud-
ed “we can have some assurance
that our time is not being wasted,
and that some notice will be taken
of our recommendations, we do not
see any point in continuing”. Where-
upon enlightenment flooded ‘the
Director~-General’s face. “Oh,” he
said, “I see now. It's a strike, is
it?”.

Not since Caligula made his horse
a consul were such strange appoint-
ments made. The most unlikely
persons were exalted above Fleet
Street. It was, therefore, not very
strange that some astonishing fiats
issued from the Ministry. One of
the more ridiculous proposals was
that standard headlines should be
prepared and issued to all news-
papers, from The Times to, say, the
Daily Scream, which should be
compelled by decree to use them.
This bureaucratic flight of fancy
met with its end when it .was
pointed out that it would not be
possible to accommodate the same
number of words in the varying
types employed by the different
prints.

As a fact, Lewis Carrol himself
could not have imagined a. more
bizarre, a more inept organisa-
tion. Its difficulties in iis earlier
phase were due in a great mea-
sure to the bewildering rapidity
with which officials were appointed
and then were incontinently
thrown into the outer darkness.
This swift mortality led the wags
to murmur;

Hush, hush, chuckle who dares,
Another new Minister’'s fallen
downstairs.

But with the advent of Mr.
Brendan Bracken, things assumed
a more promising posture. But this
is not to say that the gaiety of
nations was thereby eclipsed. The
new Minister’s Irish fulsomeness
excited wrath. An American cor-
respondent once shouted at him,
“Brendan, I don’t believe a word
you say. Everything about you's
phoney. Even your hair which
looks like a wig.” This reference
to the Minister’'s flaming aureole
helped to compose the quarrel
which had occasioned the outburst.

The officials’ trials were indeed
many, apart from the distressing
frankness of correspondents. A
reporter from the north-east coun-
ties one day applied in his exceed-
ing innonence for information to
enable him ‘“to deny an unfortu-
nate story circulating in this area
to the effect that our present
Ambassador in Spain is a relation
of Sir Samuel Hoare who was
mixed up in the Hoare-Laval
Pact.” What the honest man’s re-
ply was when he was told the
strange truth has not been indi-
cated, but what an eminent mili-
tary critic did when he was in-
formed a few days before the Al-
lied invasion of France that his

article on the “Norman conquest
in reverse” could not be allowed
in print, has been. The author
writes, “When he was told that
this wouldn't do at all, we feared
he would have apoplexy. He could
not, then be informed that by ac-
cident he had hit on the most dan-
gerous topic of all. He and his
editor forgave us on D-Day when
the Allied troops landed on the
very spot from which William the
Conqueror set sail in 1066”.

A more serious incident arose
when the Cuabinet, incensed at a
cartoon in the Daily Mirror, threa-
tened the paper with suppression.
The offending cartoon exhibited
a wrecked sailor at his last gasp
clinging precariously to a raft in
a stormy sea. The caption under-
neath ran, ‘“The price of petrol
has been raised by a penny (offi-
eial)”. Mr. Churchill, “an invete-
rate reader of newspapers”, took
the view that the picture meant to
imply that seamen were compelled
to risk their lives in order that the
oil companies might earn bigger
pofits. It availed nothing for the
paper to protest that it merely
meant to castigate rich motorists
who were wasting petrol. In this
matter at least, the officials of the
Ministry discgreed with the Gov-
ernment.

Such discrepancies of opinion
have inevitably increased in peace-
time. Governments propose more
and more to arrogate power to
themselves, and complex duties
have devolved on newspapers which
would maintain a reasoned public
opinion. Mr. William’s book is per-
haps the first, as it is certainly the
most competent, discussion of a
subject which is very vital to free-
dom of thought.

Public service, incompetently managed, will be
blundering, dilatory, corrupt, cowardly, and myopic
and will not always stand comparison with private
enterprise in spite of its immensely larger resources.—

Bernard -Shaw.
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The Yoga of Sri Aurobindo (Parts I
and 1I) By Nolini Kanta Gupta.
(Sri  Aurobindo Library. George
Town, Madras. Price: As. 8 and
Re. 1-4-0).

One of the most remarkable events
of our day is the gradual transforma-
tion of Sri Aurobindo from a famous
nationalist and political thinker and
leader to a great Yogin, and the spi-
ritual teacher and head of the Ashram
which has grown round him at Pondi-
cherry, The special quality of his
teaching lies in the affirmation of the
one Divine Consciousness as the Sup-
reme and all-comprehensive Reality
and the goal of Yoga, combined with
a positive and creative attitude to the
values of life; this unusual combina-
tion is suggestive of a Vedic Rishi
re-incarnated into the modern world.
The idea Sri Aurobindo offers to us
is a ‘life divine’ for the embodied
human being, to be reached after a
gradual and prolonged process of
transformation as something already
vrefigured as intention in the heart
of evolutionary Nature; his message
is a call and an encouragement to
men to enter corsciously the path of
spiritual fransformation. How widely
different his spiritual outlook is from
the other-worldliness and illusionism
rampant in Indian thought is seen
from the central place and the spiri-
*ual significance accorded to Action in
his Sadhana, following herein the lead
of the Gita. His thought as a whole
can be best described as a delicately
balanced synthesis of the whole spi-
ritual heritage of India, with a drive
and a definite orientation of its own.
Precisely because of this large and
synthetic character, it needs interpre-
tation and commentary. These two
booklets fulfil this need admirably and

place in clear language the main
issues relevanrt to Sri Aurobindo’s
philosophy and Yoga.

Of the essays collected here, we may
single out a few for their special use-
fulness. In the fourth essay in Part I,
entitled ¢ Sri Aurobindo’s Gita’, we
have a clear and brief explanation of
the speciality in Sri Aurobindo’s inter-
pretation, its difference from the clas-
sical and modern commentaries of the
Gita, and in particular the Gite view
of the status of Action vis-a-vis the
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Divine, as expounded by Sri Auro-
bindo. In ‘Nature's Own Yoga', ‘Lines
of Descent of Consciousness’, and ‘Our
Ideal’, we have the much-needed clues
and explanations of Sri Aurobindo’s
multiple-faceted theory of Spiritual
Evolution and Spiritual Involution, as
well as an account of the . different
levels of mental consciousness reach-
ing to Overmind and progressing be-
yond to Supermind, the bringing down
and establishment of which is the
ideal .of the Yoga. The clear charac-
terisation of these levels of mind, as
well as the distinction between the
subliminal mind and sense-mind must
be regarded as fundamental contribu-
tions to Psychclogy, made incidentally
in Sri Aurobindo’s Yoga. The essays
as a whole serve as a key for placing
and understanding of the specific ori-
entation of Stri Aurobindo's thought.

Satyagraha : X¥ts Technigue and His-
tory. By R. R. Diwakar. Foreword by
Rajendra Prasad. Prefatory Obser-
vations by XKishorlal Mashruwala.
(Hind Kitabs, Bombay. Rs. 5-12.}

Hind Kitabs deserves well of the
reading public for adding one more to
the impressive list of ‘quality’ books
they have brought out. In the present
volume, we have in the words of Dr.
Rajendra Prasad, a lucid ‘text-book’
of Satyagraha as the latest weapon in
the arsenal of the human spirit. Mr.
Diwakar has the virtues of a text-book
writer—a firm command of his mate-
rial, orderly presentation of it, a spirit
of objective, almost scientific precision
and a scholarly temper. A measure of
his diligence and industry is indicated
by the extensive citations of the
ipsissima verba of Mabatma Gandhi
himself in lighting uo the multitudi-
nous facets of the technigue of Satya-
graha; he has gathered them mostly
from the other works of Gandhiji.
The volume offers a sort of cross
index to the writings of the Mahatma
bearing on this one topic, and to that
extent may be safely taken as an
authoritative book of reference. After
an exposition of the chief ideas impli-
cit in the term, Mr. Diwakar gives us
a connected account of. all the Satya-
graha movements conducted by Gan-
dhiji in proprie persona, and by others

inspired by his example. Being one
of the germinal ideas of our time, this
book which expounds it from all points’
of view, is assured of a survival value
such as belongs to but a few at any
time.

There is however a further special
value attached to this book by virtue
of a luminous essay from the pen of
Sri Mashruwala which canvasses the
enduring value of Satyagraha as a
spiritual weapon. In a subtle argument
which is kept strictly within rational
limits, he elucidates the urge for
Satyagraha as part of a cosmic im-
pulse which unfolds history in its
oscillations between Might and Good-
ness. Sri Mashruwala occupies a place
in relation to Gandhiji analogous to
that of Peter in relation to Jesus, Tt
may be recalled that Peter drew forth
his sword against those who came to
arrest CThrist only to be chidden by the
master. Sri Mashruwala likewise put
a gloss on Satyagraha which was dis~
approved by Gandhiji as soon as he
could express that disapproval in pub-
lic. Which shows not that we are
fallible, but that the best of us profit
from our failures, and rise to greater
heights through them.

The ultimate sanction for Satya-
graha is a subjective plus which is
still largely an unknown factor. Its
justification is to be sought increas-
ingly in its actual results on the prac-
tical, worldly, -even material plane;
and considering that it has held the
field for a Yare twenty years, the
most prejudiced verdict against it can
only be: ‘Not proven! On the other
hand, how repeatedly has the cult of
violence proved a broken-reed in the
course of the world’s history! This is
the tragic paradox: that violence can
still claim its votaries by the million

At any crisis our
“gwoon’, . but whoever

though  discredited through and
through, while non-violence is sum-
marily condemned on inconclusive
evidence. Not only are we justified in
visualising a great future for Satya-
graha, but even further refinements in
the technique of it with the emergence
of greater Gandhis to demonstrate its
expanding efficacies.

Madras Sports Annual, 1944 - 1945,
Edited by S. K. Gurunathan,
(Thompson & Co., Ltd., Broadway,
Madras. Price: Re. 1-8.)

This annual has come to occupy a
prominent place in the sports life of
Madras. The season with which it
deals was particularly rich in cricket,
and it has been competently chroni-
cled. But one regrets the substitution
of brief descriptions for complete
scores in First Division matches; it is
an undesirable innovation, Mr. M, V.
Ramanujulu describes his career in
modest terms; he was a trifle born out
of his time. Dr. V. N, C. Rao’s article
adds much to our knowledge of the
Indian tour to Ceylon. There is much
substance in the editor’s analysis of
the decay of Madras cricket. He attri-
butes our failure to weak fielding and
to lack of batting ability very early
in the order.

Sir Robert Denniston appears to be
fallaciously optimistic in his view that
all is well with Madras hockey. Actu-~
ally, our friumphs have been confined
to preventing the M.C.C. cup from
going out of Madras. Of any player
who can be considered to play for
India there is no trace.

Mr. G. A. Slater’s advice to football
spectators is timely. His article is not
the least valuable essay in an excel-
lent annual of facts and views.

great-grandmothers would
hears of women swooning

to-day? Now men faint more frequently than women.

—H. G. Wells.

It is a pretty crazy

life when one eats in order

. to work and does not work in order to eat. We need a
certain kindness and generosity to ourselves before we
learn kindness and generosity to others.—Lin Yutang.
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This section is offered to readers for free discussion on subjects
of interest fo them. Letters should be brief and typewritten.

The Andhra Ports

; . i duce such as tobacco, groundnut and
g&d;: il I;I;erst;dgxf)c&e vgésia::ecyﬂ t;g:; cotton to the industrial cenires of the
are only 7 ports in the Andhra area WOrld. At this port steamers can
which consists of ten districts. There anchor only at a distance of about six
is not even one coastal port at least 1urlongs from the shore unlike at
for every hundred miles of the Telugu Co¢anada and Masulipatam where
coast. Government's neglect is the Sieamers can anchor only at a dis-
reason for the decline and fall of ‘ance of seven miles from the shore.
famous Telugu ports like Korangi, Lre merchants and ryots of this dis-
Narasapuram, Nizampatnam and trict requested the Government to de-
Motupalli. Portc and cities that had c¢lare Vadarevu open for foreign trade
been once fomous are now either and to construct a pler there to make
sandy deserts ss at Motupalli (the Shipments and landings easy. The
beloved port of Kakatiya rulers) or District Board of Guntur and the
mere fishing villages like Nizampa- Chirala Municipality sent_resolutmns
tnam. It is therefore the bounden 10 the Government supporting the de-
duty of every Andhra to do his best mand. The Government did not com-
to keep and protect at least the seven Ply with this request though they had
ports which are now in the Andhra With them Rs. 60 lakhs for the deve-
area though some of them exist in lopment of minor ports. Who are the
name only for want of proper facili- losers by this? The merchants and
ties of export and import. ened by the expensiveness of t{rans
pa?tl;t OfOfthzl}PxI‘J:SI.itdsenec’;'lsg;‘ége I:re(’tzhfg porting goods by road and rail to dis-
South Arcot district, 7 in Tanjore tant ports lqeyond thteh district, aséhey
district, 5 in Ramnad, 3 in Tinnevelly, can shove it on to ed pt?lor Tyols as
10 in Malabar and 7 in South Canara, Offering low prices and the tyots, as
Out of these 34 ports 28 ports are ey must sell anyhow, must accept
declared open for foreign trade. Te- 207 Price offered. It is unjust on the
lichery and Cannanore ports are about Part of the Government to deprive the
13 miles only from each other and People of Guntur of the benefits of
both are open for foreign trade. having within their own district a port
Badagara port is 12 miles south of OPen for foreign trade in the interest
Tellichery and 30 miles north of - of ports situated beyond the district
Cananore and these three ports are hundreds of miles away. While ports
all ports open for foreign trade. Thus like ngarevu and. Masulipatam are
many examples of the situation of SOrély in need of improvements and
good ports very near to each other, necessary facilities, the Government
having foreign trade, can be seen in Dave taken about Rs. 30 lakhs from the
the southern part of the Presidency. minor ports development fund and
But there is not even one port even utilised it for other purposes!

for every hundred miles of Telugu . A
country, and the few ports that are In Vizagapatam district there are 4

in existence are badly in need of faci- gg;;sm %fortvr&lﬁ; ﬂ?: ’;‘;‘,;f‘ai’,fi,;‘g;;’,"g}
lities and improvements to make their Kalingapatam, Bhimilipatam and Viza~
existence worthwhile, gapatam, are all ports open for foreign
The port of Vadarevu is at a dis- trade. The districts of East Godavari
tance of about 250 miles from Madras and Kistna have only one port each,
and about 100 miles from Masuli- Cocanada and Masulipatam. The
patam. It is the only port between Guntur district hag only one coastal
Madras and Masulipatam. It is also port, Vadarevu, which would have
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the only port in Guntur district which -
A careful survey of the map of the is an abundant supplier of raw pro- .

European firms will never be fright-

been a good and active port like
Madras if ther Government had
thought of improving it. If out of
these seven ports the active ports,
Masulipatam and Cocanada, are hand-

" ed over to the Nizam Government,

the Andhra Province will be cut into
two with the four ports of Vizaga-
patam district in the northern part
while in the southren part there will

- be one coastal port, Vadarevu. Coca-

nada and Masulipatam_ should not be
separated from the Andhra Province,

KAJA KOTAIAH.

Stop Black-Marketing

Now that there is a food crisis on,
there is a plethora of suggestions for
averting famine. All these miss one
important point, that so long as the
black-marketeer and the rapacious
merchant continue intent on sucking
blood from the bloodless bones of the
poor, all our well-intentioned plans
are doomed to failure. Something ex-
tremenly drastic must be devised.

They are already alert to exploit the
panicky . situation. To them. money is
everything, human life nothing.
Honest and truly unselfish citizens,
whatever their political persuasions,
must. form. themselves into vigilance

. ecommittee to put an end to the

plague-spot of black-marketing and
profiteering in our midst.

- Whether people grew more food or
not under the Grow More Food cam-
paign, they certainly grew more Vir-
ginia tobacco in the Andhra districts.
The growing of Virginia tobacco has
been responsible for shortase of food,
fodder and tuel. This must be ended
at once. and the ryot must be en-
couraged to devote every ounce of his
energy to growing whatever can be
eaten by man as well as beast.

G. RAJANNA,
Kovur.

~ Mammon Worshippers
At no time in world history was the

~ common man faced with such a crisis

as to-day. From Western Spain to
. Bastern Indo-China, it is the same
story. If the last world war resurrect-~
ed ‘Nation’ wership from the grave-
yard, this war has thrown it to the
© Wwinds and instead projécted clasg con-
~flict in glaring éolours. = =~
DTG causes are majinly responsible
“f6r ‘this. Oneé is’ the vehemence With
“‘which: Mambion-worshippeis all “over
the wbilﬁ»“l'iaiveabé:gi !rﬁxihtin'g? m:lney,
Aaptine an cen ¢ uman values,
while crowded humanity wi erefi

away like flies. The next; not so pub-
licised, is the gruesome fact that Free-
dom movements in colonial and semi-
colonial counfries have been frittering
away their strength by indulging in
power politics even before power was
well snatched from the unwilling hands
of the Fascist oppressors.

Bevin's vision of Socialism gets
blurred as he beholds Mammon. He
cannot accept the helping hand of a
brother Socialist. He becomes frantic
and rushes to the help of reactiona-
ries. The same ig the reason why rep-
resentatives of ‘Socialist’ Australia and
‘Republican’ America stand so reso-
lutely by the Dutch and the British.

Similar collaboration is found grow-
ing by leaps and bounds in India and
Egypt at the present day, Not only is
it obstructing national revolution but
also working ceaselessly to make so-
cial revolution impossible.

The forces involved in this collabo-
ration are to be found in all castes
and communities. To them belong pat-
riots who wash away their sins of
black-marketing and profiteering by
contributing liberally to ‘Kasturi Ba’
and similar funds. They loosen their
purse strings to help national organi-
zations fight their election battles but
summon the help of the police to
silence the common man when he
pleads for a better living wage. They
fight for their country’s freedom by
striking underground deals with
Chrystlers, Nuffields and- 1.ClL’s
All these they are able to do by con-
niving with foreign powers on the
basis of Mammon-worship and con-
spiring with the power-mongers in the
national organisations.

The bid by Nokrashy Pasha and
others in Egypt to grasp power by
aligning ~ themselves with British
Blimps even at the cost of Egyptian
citizen lives and the sterile leader-
ship of the national organisations in
India prove their reluctance to share
the substance of power with the com-~
" mon man.

The manner in which our leaders
have taken to chiding honest workers

- who have staked their all in the free~
dom fight, sheltering under their pro-
tective wings anti-social elements,
does not presage a bright prospect for
the common man.

In the world of to-day, two vaths
are before the common man, One is
the route that his predecessors trod in
‘France. and Ruissia, The sécond . is to
acceft ‘the  new< weapon: of non-~
Svielenedl - oriiannto no 0TI s
s ;;‘hg:;ﬁ;ét:hi\lﬁ\phéd i those:.ddys
tegaise ' of the eXisténxe: dfs acute
national rivalries. But to-day when
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of hard toil. No wonder he
looks so jaded He will be his

usual self soon. ook | There
comes the refreshing cup !

He knows it 1s NARASU'
and NARASU'S never fa

refresh.
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