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BUREAUCRATIC ROUTINE IN ANCIENT GREECE
ROME AND CHINA®
By Rao Bauanur C. S. SRINIVASACHARIAR, MA,, Professor of History and Politics,
Annamalaé University. '

I

UREAUCRACY is literally government.
carried on by Ministerial Bureaus or
Departments and in which important poli-
cies are determined and decisions taken by
the administrative chiefs of such depart-
ments, It indicites any government in
which the officials are professionally train-
ed for the public service, from the lowest
grade onwards, and enjoy permanency of
tenure and promotion by seniority and by
merit. Government service thus becomes a
profession by itself and offers a good career
to those who enter it. Government servants
develop a spirit of discipline similar to that
of soldiers in the army. They also develop
a spiriv of caste and become a class, separate
and distinct from the mass of the citizens,
Administration by such a class of officials is
marked by excessive formality and cum-
brousness of proceaure. In short, as Burke
has remarked, the officials of a bureaceracy
think more of form and method than of
substance. The decision of a subordinate at
the bottom of the department must be ex-
amined and passed upon by a succession of
superiors going up to the ministers or the

chief executive officials. There is a great-

deal of multiplication of papers in the shape
of reports; notes, counter-reports, memoirs,
secret inspection notes and several journey-

ings of each important question up and
down the office.

Nevertheless, bureaucracy has the merits
of efficiency, skill and capacity, accumulates
useful experience, acquires well-tried prin-
ciples and gives proper weight to those who
have practical knowledge of the questions
to be decided upon. Contrasted with this
form of government is what is known as
popular government, controlled and directed
by persons who are periodically chosen
frem the pecple and often by popular elec-
tion. They return, after a term of office, to
private life and are generally without special
training ; and often they are engaged during
their tenure of public ofiice, in their old .
occupation. Under such a system the offi-
cials have no preliminary preparsation or
qualification for their work. They never
develop a caste system nor lose touch with
the people. They are more or less under
the influence of public opinion.

II

In ancient Greece gnd Roume such a
bureaucracy did not develop. But we find
that in the case of Athens and of the Roman
Republic also, the administrative machinery
gradually became complicated; and the
officials, though elected. had to undergo

tests and work uuder various fimitations;
T T
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they were assisted by a large number of
scribes, copyists, attenders and guards and
they had perforce to experience, and to work
under limitations of official traditions,
constitutional maxims and other impositions
that had developad, ’

To take first the case of the Athenian
democracy in what is known as the Golden
Age of Pericles in the fifth century B.C,
we find that there was a lot of the Luvean-
cratic element in the administration of the
State, making the procedure very com-
plicated. Elaborate rules were in force for
the meeting of " the Jcclesia or the popular
assembly, which had to mcet once every
five weeks and ten times in the year,
statutorily. At the first meeting the people
had to pass (1) a vote of confidence in the
administration of the magistrates of the city
and state ; (2) secure the provisioning and
the defence of the State; (8)-inquire into
accusations of high treason; and (4) give de-
cisions and reports on the cases of confiscat-
ed property and disputed succession. At
the sixth periodical mecting, the Assembly
had to decide whether there was any neces-
sity to apply the law of ostracism, by which
any citizen who was ccnsidered to he
dangerous to the State in the opinion of
6,000 of their number could be banished
fron the State for a period of ten years,
Also the Assembly then decided whether
the accusations brought against particular
persons of sycophancy or infidelity in the
performance of promises made to the people
by particular individuals were correct or
not. The President of each day of the
meeting was appointed by lot from among
the citizens and was assisted by a herald
for maintaining order for arranging the
business and by a secretary. He was for-
bidden by law to initiate or allow discus-
sion on any proposal, which had not been
made to- the Council which prepared busi-
ness for the assembly and made g report on
every subject referred to it, either framing
a favourable decision or leaving the matter
undecided. Kvery citizen had the right of
Initiating an amendment to any proposal
and the liberty of the speaker was absolute,
When & citizen was charged with treachery

against the State, the procedure was much
more elaborate and serious, Tirst, the
Assembly  decided whether the general
charye or acensation shoutd be accepted ox
vejectad 1 oand  then it ordered the Conneil
to give its apinion whether the accusation
should be judgeid 1y the Assemby itself o
by a special tribunal, and if it was entrusted
Lo a speetal tribunal, the fAeelesia decreed
what punishments should follo ¥ condcona.
tion.  The election of the magistrates was
equally elaborate in procedure. In each
meeting of Assembly. after their first elee
tion in the first meeting, the magistrates had
to get their powers renewed, Ly scenrving a
vote of confidence from the Asscmibly 5 and
if they failed to obtain it, the Assembly
were to inquire into their condnet. The
most stringent control was exercised oyer
military and political leaders and over all
officials who had the handling of money,
At the end of their term of office, the magis-
trates had to render account of thefinancial
and cxecutive duties and performance be-
fore two spectal commissions. Ilaborate
rules were also devised to prevent hasty
action on the part of the Asscimbly and to
secure due deliberation on every proposal
by the preparatory Coungil.

Fvery officer and member of the Council
had to take a solemn outh (1) to cbeerve
the laws and the bLest interests of the com-
munity; (2) to maintain secrecy in the
affairs of the state ; (3) to respect the hiberty
of the citizen by allowing him bhail except
in certain cases and (4) to proceed to the
rigorous examination of the conduct of the
officials and councillors- All the magistrates
were subjected to a test in which their
whole life was exposed to a minute and
censorial scrutiny, which kept back the
unworthy like undutiful sons, bad soldiers,
bad tax-prayers and indeed all citizens
overshadowed by fear of prosecution for any
offence that they might have been guilty of-
The very principle of democratic goverment
demanded excessive control over the offi-
cials, one official controlling another official
which is the essence of bureaucracy. There
were numerous judges for each category
of offence, who were selected from the
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ranks of citizens, and bribery was very ex-
pensive and often impossible.

111

In the Government of the Roman State
there was developed an equally —heavy
growth of the bureaucracy and of the
smaller ofticials, The Romans werc noted
for their elaborate dcvelopment of law
and jurisprudence, and for their application
of the principle of wmpervwm or sovercign
power so that it could mnot be abused by
anyone. There were two Or mnore magis-
trates for each judicial office, and this
plurality provided an adequate check on
each on account of the veto power of his
colleagues. Thus each magistrate  was
under the veto of magistrates of higher
rank, the veto of the tribunes and the pos-
sibility of rejection of his measures by the
Senate and the Assemblies. Kvery action
of the magistrates was to be accompanied by
an elaborate ritual, which was half reli-
gious and half political in siguiticance. The
auspices had to be taken before the confir-
mation of their elections and the beginning
of meetings of the assemblies and other
important state functions like the departure
of a general for war or the reception of an
cmbassy. There was also the elaborate
principle that the veto could not be vgtoed
and an act which had been declared void by
4 veto could not be revaltidated by a counter-
veto. 'he veto of the tribune and the veto
of the Senate increascd the cqmplexny of
the whole procedure of the oflizials.

The validity of the elections was depend-
ent on certain forms. The candidate had
to send in his namec three weeks before;
and canvassing was allowed only.under
certain limitations. All the magistrates
possessed clerks or scribes, guards and
servants. The higher magistrates wore the
purple robe and occupied & specnqlly adorned
chair, known as the curule chair.

The Romans saw in theindividual holde’
of any office only the dignity of his plac€
which all should implicitly respect. They
should spring down from their horses when
they met a magistrate riding, make room
for him on the path, rise from their seats

-

as he passed by and stand bare-headed before
him in the assembly, The several depart-
ments of governments were all of them
elaborately organiscd.  We may take as an
illustration the census operation. It in.
volved an examination of the different
items of property held by each individual,
based on statements made by the holder,
and an investigation whether the property
was a particular kind of ownership. There
was a complete census taken periodically of
all the citizens arranged in their tribes and
centuries. Any magistrate might be de-
graded for cruelty or insubordinajion in the
exercise of his powers, for the neglect of
official and legal formalities, for misuse of
the auspices or even for the passing of a
law likely to injure the morals of the com-
munity. The juror might be punished for
accepting bribes, the soldier for shirking
service or for cowardice or disobedience,
and the voting citizen for a misuse of his
position either as juror or as elector. Pu-
nishments were elaborate for the prosecutor
in a malicious prosecution, for the false
witness, for false votes and also for
perjury.

Roman law was so complicated and, at
the same time, so systematically developed
that its implications and ramifications were
difficult fcr the laymun to understand. One
peculiar feature was that the Roman cons-
titution recounised no right of public meet-
ing. A gathering of citizens arranged by a
citizen might be treated as a breach of the
peace. 'The taking of the auspices was a
specially complex procedure. The magis-
trate was bound to drop his business if the
omens forbode any evil, A sudden noise &
fit of epilepsy or a flush of lightning had the
power of suspending meetings.

v

The Chinese are one of the most ancient
nations of the world. They were already
old, when the Greek and Roman nations
were young and they have existed asa
cultured nation for well over 4,000 years,
The Chinese had withstood, without break-
ing down, bad government and corrput
administration and also frequent outbursts
of civil war, continued poverty and misery.
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There are no traditional class divisions
among the Chineses nor any avistocracy by
blood, In old Chins, there were only social
categories uiz., intellectuals, peasants, arti-
sans and merchants and soldiers, Official
and administrators were chosen not on the
basis of birth or wealth, but purely on in-
tellectual and literary achievement and on
the results of a vigorous examination. There
1s an official dialect of the Chinese language.
which the foreigners have called Man furin,
The Mandarin Chinese is even more com-
plex than the ordinary Chinese. An at-
tempt was made recently to simplify it.

The Golden Age of ancient China began
about 1750 B.C. About 1000 B (. Confu-
cius and Liao-Tze, the two great moral pre-
ceptors of the Chinese, flourished. Under
the Han Dynasty (206 B.C-220 A.D.), the
classics were restored, Buddhism was in-
troduced, sculpturs developed and paper
was invented and used. There now began
the practice of appo:nting all government
servants and officials on the basis of com-
petitive examinations. This practice lasted
till 1911 A.D. Literary degrees were first
established during the Han period. Paper

money became common in the 12th cen-
tury; and the system of government be-

came very early not only extremely
complex, but also intensely bureaucratic,
The Chinese genius is such that the people
will live contentedly under harsh laws,
which they themselves have consented to,
but will not brook arbitrary decisions. Tha
people have a proverb that a court of
justice is so much enveloped by legal and
unnecessary forms that both parties ma-
nage to lose some thing. All the officials
from the lowest ranks right up to the highest
Mandarins, provincial governors and gener-
als, evince great respect for the letter of
the law. Every official had a distinctive
dress, and every promotion in official rank
was marked by the wearing of distinctive
buttons of corab, jade and other material.
All official correspondence was couched in
a particularly stitled and fossilised official
phraseology. Every able and promising
Chinese boy was strenuously educated for
the competitive examination, which was
considered the brightest spot in the whole ad-
ministrative system. There was a feverish
desire to get into government service. The
Confucian teachings, which have moulded
the Chinese people for so many centuries,
were the main subjects for the examination.
Thus Chinese bureacracy remained in a
fossilised, but yet vigorous, condition.
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“ENTER THE ARYANS
By Dr. R. N. DANDEKAR,

BATTLE OF TEN KINGS'

M.A., PH. D, Editor, Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental

Research Institute, Poona.

AVE you heard of the famous English
novelist, Mr. H. G. Wells? In one of
his novels, he tells us a rqrnmkable story
The hero of that story is an ambitious
scientist, who devised and constrpcted an
unusnal machine. In that machine that
adventurous scientist could travel from f)ne
period of time to another, from the pr.esenli
into the past or into the futare as easily as
we travel to.day from ons placs to another
in railway-trains or motor-cars, 10 stea,rln-
ships or aeroplanes. Yery mgmﬁcapt s
Wells calls that machine the Time-
Machine”. Do not be surprised 1frI_tell
you that we too possess & similar Lime-
Machine. But remember, our Time-Machine
takes us only in one direction, namely back
into the past. Our Machine 1s called
“ History ". To day I am taking you with
me for a trip, in this wonderful machiuae,
Where—or, to what period—would you
like to go ?

Most of you must have enjoyed, I am
sure, the Glimpes into the Past Whlch')’Oll
had last year- You were told many fascinat-
ing things about the ancient civilisations of
Egypt and Babylon, of Assyria and Mohen-
jodaro. Those striking accouats must have
convinced you that history is not always a
dull-and often frightful-collestion of names
and dates of kings and queens, which you
have merely to learn by heart. Have you
not felt, at that time, that history is indeed
the story of a huge human adventure—an
adventure which is full of absorbing
interest? Prompted by natural curiosity,
aroused by what you were told about ancient
India and her neighbours, you will now
ask: What happened in India after the
decline of those ancient Cl?lllS&tlelS which
spread from the shores of the Mediterranean
to the banks of the Indus? Let us make i:
trip in our Time.-Machine to that distan
past and see for ourselves. But prepare

yourself well, for we shall have to traverse
a distance of more than four thousand years.
Don't you fesl excited at this unique excur-
sion of ours ?

Here we see a curious spectacle-the spec-
lacle of large hordes of people entering 1nto
our beautiful and fertile country through
the passes of the north-west frontiers! Liook
at the powerful build and high stature of
these people. Do they not look quite hand-
some with their fair complexion, blonde
hair and blue eyes? Liyok at their posssssions
—only cattle and flocks of sheep. They
have been wandering from place to place
in search of a land where natureis free
with her giffs and where every other pros-
pact is pleasing. They now want to settle
down in a place, where there would be
fertile land for them to till and rich, green
pastures for their cattle to graze! These
people call themselves Aryans.

You will be wondering where all these
people come from ! If you ask some of the
older mén from among these tribes, they
will tell you fascinating stories of the adven-
tures of their forefathers. They will tell yqn
how a large number of such tribes once
lived together, many many years ago, some-
where in Southern Russia. They spoke one
language, worshipped t}le same gods and
lived the same mode of life, Most of them
were agriculturists or shepherds and cow-
herds. But gradually they grew in number.
They found that their home-land was not
big enough to accomodate all of them. The
more ambitious among them could not rest
content with the restricted sphere in which
they had to move. They were .overcome
with the feeling of restlessness of awakening
curiosity, So they began to separate. Tribe
after tribe left the mother trunk, never to
return and never again to meet. Some of
them went in the Western direction, others
chose the eastern direction. If you look as

*This is the first of a series consists of six talks oa ‘India Through the Ages’, Broadcast in tle School
is is
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the map of Europe and Asia, you will easily
see What routes these people must huve
followed. Those who migrated towards the
east crossed the region of the Bosphorns
and the Dardanelles, came to the plateau of
Asia Minor and procesding farther eastwards
reached Persia. Some of them pushed on
towards the east—towards India ; and here
you see them entering into this country
through the north-western passes, these
people who call themselves Aryaus | May
I tell you a secret? T'hese people are the
ancient forefathers of most of us!

Though thess people, who once lived
together, separated and migcated to differ-
ent countries, in the west and in the east,
countries like lingland, Germany and Italy
or Porsia and India, their close relationship
cannot be concealel. Thoeir languages are
the eloquent witnesses of their common
parentage, They still -have, in common,
words denoting the essential ideas of civilis-
ed men. The Aryans who cams to India used
the word “ maatar’” for mother, in their
language which is called Sinskrit, The
Aryans who went to Italy used the word
‘“ mater ’ in their language which is called
Latia, Repeat these three words: *Maatar™,
“ Mater ”, “ Mother ™, Do you not observe
that it is the same word, only a little diffe-
regtly pronounced ? Such are also the
words: “Son" in Inglish, “Sohn” in
German, * Suau” in Sunskrit j or * father
in English, “ vater ”, in German, * pater’
in Liatin, “pitar” in Sanskrit. L'hese fucts
clearly show that these languages, Sanskuit,
Liatin, German, English and several others,
are only the modifications of a tommon
‘language, spoken in a conmon home, by
the ancestors of their present speikers!
You will thus see that a mighty brotherhood
of peoples stretches from the western-most
part of Europe up to India, a brotherhood
which has still preserved, in its languages,
the signs of its common heritage, Is this
not an important lesson which Ancient
History has to teach us?

v

We are to-day concerned with only one
branch of this common stock of ¢ Indo.
European ' people—only with those tribes

Y

0,

which rmicrated towards TIndia. Their
journey from their original home to the
Indian frontiers was not an altogethor
smooth affur. They had to overcome two-

fold obstruciion—obstruction  created by
Nature, such as dreary darkness and winter
frost, flooded rjvers and insurmountable

mountains; and obstruction created by men,
The inhabitants of the regions which these
Aryans had to cross, on their way to India,
did not allow them to procced further with.
out grin strugule.  listen to their prayers ;
you will find that they worship Nature so
that her vagaries may not bhinder their
forward march. They pray to their gods
for aid on the battle-field, for booty, and
above all for heroic sons ! Step by step,
they successfully fought their way to India ;
and when they entered 1nto this country,
they felt that all their toils were more than
amply rewarded.  Decanse this new land
was exceedingly fertile, it was watcred by
seven rivers. Indeed they called this country
“ Sapta-Sindhu,” that is, the land of seven
rivers !

But even here their troubles were not
over. They were by no mecans peaccably
received by the natives of the Sapta-Sindhu
country. The people of Sapta-Sindhu were

quite distinct from thesc new-coiners —

distinct in physical appraranc: as well as in
their mode of life. To-day we call them
Non-Aryans to distinguish them frow the
Aryan invaders, But the Aryans them-
selves called them, variously, Dasas or
Dasyus or Asuras. The Dasyus were dark-
skinned and snub-nosed: their language
was undeveloped and their speech defective ;
they ate raw meat and worshipped strange
gods. lverything about them waus intensely
repulsive tothe handsome, gentler-manncred
and religiously refined Aryans. Fortunately
for us, the Aryans have left behind them a
record of their adventures and exploits in a
vast literature, called the Veda. The Vedu
1s mainly a collection of prayers—prayers
which reflect the necds, the ambitions and
the achievements of these people. The
overthrow of the Dasyus of Sapta-Sindhu
was by no means an easy task for the
Aryans., The country of the Dasyus wag
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strongly fortified ; they lived in towns and
forts which were made of iron or stone.
The Aryan invaders,on their part, had
come to their land with a long record of
conquests. So far they had known no defeat,

' With great confideuce they stormed the

towns of the Dasyus and destroyed their
troops. In one battle, it is ~aid, 50,000 black-
skinned enemies were slaughtered.  One of
the Aryan leadcers, Rijishva, l)!{)ckzlded the
hundred citics of the Dasyu King Vang-
ruda. Ninety forts belonging to the Dasyu
highlander. Shambara, were razad to the
ground. The Dasyus appear to b:we fought
bravely 3 but their stubborn resistance was
ultimately broken.  The victorlous Aryans
drove them to forests and mountain fast-
nesses or made them slaves and assimilated
them in the Aryan community. The contact
of these two races, the Aryans and the
Dasyu, gaves India new life and new cul-

ture !

While the Disyus were being gradually
subdued and assimilated, the Aryans were
settling down in the regions which they had
conquered. The Aryans had thus a three-
fold mission in this country—to conquer; to
colonise and to civilise. Agriculture and
cattle breeding, pottery, carpentry and hide.
tanning, spinning and weaving—these were
the main occupations which claimed the
whole attention of the Aryan settlers, the
joint and divided labour of their men and
women, The wide and deep rivers of Sapta-
Sindhu encouraged boat-building and navi-
gation, This was the beginning of a pros-
perous commercial life. In the course of
several hundred years of conguest and
colonisation pushing slowly eastwards—-to-
wards the still more fertile valley of the
Ganges, the Aryan tribes. formed themselves
into territorial states, There were, for
instance, the ten kingdoms to the east of the
river Bias, then called Vipash:onthe western
bank was the kingdom of the tribe called
the Tritsus. In the meanwhile, newer
tribes of the Aryan people were still pour-
ing into the Sapta-Sindhu region. Sudas, the
leader of one such group of tribes—who called
themselves DBharatas—was an ambitious
person. He wanted to unite, under his

overlordship, all the earlier Aryan kingdoms.
Accordingly he carried on negotiations
with Vasishtha, the religious leader of the
Tritsus. Vasishitha promised Sudas the
help of his people, but on one condition.
Vasishtha must be appointed the royal
priest of the Dharatas. Sudas agreed to
this and dismissed his f{irst prie-t, Vishva-
mitra  Greatly exasperated at this insult,
Vishvamitra left Sudas, and went over to
the side of the ten kings beyond the Bias,
He instigated them against his old patron,
who had now become the king of the
DBharatas and the Tritsus., As Sudas was
victoriously pushing forward, these ten
kings attacked him. A civil war was fought,

.a war, which is known asthe *“Battle of

Ten Kings”. The Bharatas were again
victorious and Sudas’'s dream of political
unification of the Aryan kingdoms came
true. It is after these valiant Bharatas that
our country came to be called the “ land of
the Dharatas’”, Dharatavarsha or Bharata-
khanda!
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EDUCATION AND INDIVIDUALITY IN ANCIENT INDIA
By Dr. V. N. SarMa, Ph. D, (HrIDELBERG,) Madras.

NCIENT teachers took a special care not

to hamper the individuality of the
student. The student was considered as a
a potential force, a spark of the Divinity
and the teacher watched his individual uni-
queness and directed it to follow its own
path to reach the Godhead with full con-
sciousness. Hence the ancient method may
be called the individual system of instruction,
Intelligent students are left alone to discover
their own path, but the teacher takes special
care of those who are ‘slow in understand-
ing. The ancient saying, of ‘“Instruct the
inert and sharpen the dull,” is seen in actual
practice in all methods of teaching. We
find this as well followed by the Buddhist
and other teachers, :

Taking into consideration these unique
types and temperaments, instruction was
given in accordance with the pupil's indivi-
dnal type, and the caste system was taken
as the basis in all periods of Indian history.

To understand the student, his potentia-
lity, and his individual uniqueness. a teachar
usually does not impart instruction for
spme time, and during this probationary

eriod giving .opportunities in different
services and activities both in his house or
in company with his pupil’s classmates
and companions outside, “he must test or
examine his pupil. Al irregularities in the
personal life of the student, his daily habits,
he has to watch and correct, if there are
any faults in them, and then alone he
should instruct him in the realm of the stu-
dies.” (Usana Samhita, 111, 83-34),

To bring home his teachings and his
instructions, the teacher bas to take great
care to dicover the aptitudes and fitnesses
(adhikara) of each and every individual
student. He rejects such students as have
neither the tradition nor the aptitude for
acquiring knowledge- In his view it is
indeed a bad policy to spend time and
energy in making an “indifferent priest
(Brahma) of one who could have become

: e

an excellent soldier or an expert craftsman.”

1t is the ancient ideal, “Better die with

learning rather than plant it in a barren
sqil" (Chandhogya  Brahmana).  “The
highest mystery should not be given to
one, even to the son or disciple if he is un-
worthy’” (Svetauscatara Upanishad VI. 22)
“Let no man preach this most secret doct-
rine to any one who is not his son or his
d!szlple or who is not of a serene mind. To
him alone who is devoted to his teacher and
endowed with all necessary qualities may it
be communicated.” (Maitrayana Upanishad
VI 28) In this connection, the story of the
Goddess of Learning, who came to a
teacher is often quoted. ‘“She said: ‘Pre-
serve me. 1 am thy highest treacure. Do
not impart me to a malicious person ; there-
by my potency will be made impure.’”
(Manu II, 14) “Ipstruct me only to him
whom thou shalt know to be pure, perfect.
ly content and free from the follies of the
world.” (Manu 1[I, 115) Further, in ap-
other text, it is said that “even in the ab-
sence of a means of livelihood, rather let
& Vedic preceptor die with his knowledge

than impart it toan unworthy recipient.”.

(Manu 1I,113) So we find that a teacher
refuses to impart any instruction to a pupil,
until he proves to his satisfaction his com.
petence, mental and moral, to receive the
instruction, especially when that is con-

nected with the subtlest aspects of the -

truths of life. (Katha Upanishad Ch. 1).

Hence his teaching method is adhesha,
recommandations, suggestions rather than
commands. Every one has the capacity to
develop and express his own right under.
standing and it is the daty of the teacher to
unveil this mystery of the student, and thus
lead him from non-understanding to under-
standing. In this connection the teacher
shows two ways to the pupil to attain his
desire—the path of para and that of apara.
That which conquers all illusion, ignorance
and non-knowing is known as para. In
this path, the teacher takes away obstacles
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that distarb the pupil in his search, Thus
he brings out the knowledge which is within
the student himself, and thus he sats him
to begin his wanderrings in all regions of
knowledge. (Muniaka Upanishad.)

1f we go further into his methods, we see
first that the teacher makes his pupil ses
the Self (4¢man)in his eyes. In other words
he teaches how to concentrate on & parti-
cular thing with one-pointedness, (The
first step in Yoga is concentration on the
tip of the nose with the eye to weditate on
the self.) It is said that the teacher could
remove the bandage from his pupil’s eye
in this way. Through this method, he
further tries to make him learn that he
is other than his body, the senses and
other organic forces that surround his
body and mind. Itdoes not mean that he
has thrown them away ; no, as & matter of
fact, there they are, and he is there aslife in
them, as a resident or indweller to
fulfil his part in this life, and all these he
uses as his instruments in his path. More-
over, the teacher will make him learn that
he is a spark. a part of the Self, as the bull
yoked to a cart is led by the driver. Man
is God’s property and exists to express and
represent Him in this world. The moment
the pupil understands this mystery, the
teacher goes further to make him overcome
the nature of things that atfempt to take the
upper hand and hinder him from his path.
All the passions, caste-pride, fame, sleep,
anger, bragging, personal beauty, fragrance
the student is to overcome. (Gopatha
Brahmana 11, 1. 2, 1-9) All these forces of
nature he has;but instead of destroying
them, he has to direct them into a creative
channel. Then the caste-pride turns into
Brahmavarchas  (dynamic  illumination
that points the way to the Most High). If
he works for his teacher and for his fellow-
pupils, he obtains fame. If humble in
spirit he does not injure any one in anger,
he obtains the anger that is in the boar ; if
he does not perform braggart tricks in the
water, he obtains the braggadocio that is in
the water ; if he does not feel disturbed at
the sight of a naked maiden, be obtains the
beauty that is in the maiden ;if he does not
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smell plants and trees, after having cut
them, he becomes himself fragrant,
(Atharva  Veda, Bloomfield p.3i1) All
these methods were actrallv enforccd and
many students were benefitted by them.
The teacher will begin to create a longing
in the student to reach the Highest Self by
describing His abode and His form. Then
alone the pupil is qualified for the next step
in education, known as Brahma Veda,
instruction on the Self itself. Students are
also enjoined to seek such a preceptor as
could teach the mystery of the Self, leading
them from their world to the region of the
Self. * He should approach a teacher only
who knows the end of all knowledge
(Vedanta) and who sees Brahma in medi-
tation” (Mundaka I, 2-12) Krishna also
follows this ancient path by enjoining his
discipe Arjuna to ‘‘obtain this knowledge
by prostration, by service and by question-
ing. Those that possess the knowledge, the
wise and those that have had realisation of
the Tattva (the Self) will teach you then
that wisdom.” (Gita IV,34)

A question is often asked why the teacher
insists on removing the bandage-ignorance is
identified always as bondage (bhanda)-from
the eyes of his pupils, The answer of the
ancients is: “ If a person’s eyes be banda.
ged, and he be brought from the Gandhars
country and left in a lonely place, he will
turn to the east, or to the south, or will look
down, and cry ‘I have been left here with
my eyes bandaged’ If some good man
removes the bandage and says, ‘The Gan-
dhara country is in this direction ; go in this
direction’; then the prrson will go from
village to wvillage, making inquiries. If he
be clever and does not forget what he is
told, he will reach the Gandhara country.
Similarly it happens to him who goes to a
teacher.” (Chandogya Upanihad 1V. 14. 1,2) -
He receives instruction on his purpose in
this life through meditation and instruction
imparted in accordance with the state of un-
derstanding in his search: it is said that
such instruction and guidance {rom a teacher
are necessary, serviceable and helpful in his

path.
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He who touches tbe foundation of this
knowledge cannot keep quiet., There is so
mvch he could think, as his whole cons-
titution is excited and stimulated by this
thought, by this dynamic energy anrd con-
sciousness. fle hegins to peep into this
highest region and then come plans ete, to
reach it with full understanding and with
all the instruments necessary to pave the
path of obstruction he might happen to
meet with in the cuter world, The fivma-
yana gives us some idea of the way the
teachers in the post-Ted/, times led their
students: ‘Koowledge, (Sruti) observing
that her audience did not grasp what she first
explained, even though they felt it, owing
to the undeveloped state of their intellect,
felt dejected and helpless. She then took
to the method of explaining to them in a
slightly different style without directly
touching upon the Self. She spoke about
the useful matters to be accomplished, point-
ing out their means and effects. Good and
evil were explained as also the nature of
slements and their products. She explained
‘what is logic and what are the sastras
(sciences). Definitions of technical terms
and their meanings were then furnished.”
(Sundarakanda 11, 43) Thus they explore
the dynamic personality, Everything is
there, within the person, and soit is the
injunction of the Upanishads to all, * what
is within should be sought™ (Chandogya
Upanishad VIII-I-I) This alone is “ to be
seen (i.e. intuited,) to be heard, to be thought
of and continually to be concentrated upon "
(Brihadaranyyoka Upanishad 11. 4,5)

The whole structure of teaching is based
on this, and without a thorough knowledge
of this first cause, no other subjects are of
any nse. No dogma has a place, neither
blind belief has any room and every method
adopted in this connection should aim at
the unveilment of the personmality of the
individual (Prasna I : Gita 111, 29)

So to come to this knowledge, the student
has to pass through many preliminaries
that make him peep into this Self either
‘with consciousness or without it. The
student during the earlier part of his studies
with his teacher is taught to work with diffe-

rent projects that link together the worship
and other sacred ceremonies. Through this
it is said, there awakens in him curiosity, g
spirit of observation and enquiry, indis.
pensable to those invisible regions which he
will have to enter when the right time
comes,

Much strees on the subjective sciences
and the introspective conscionsness is laid
by the the teacher. All students are to be
tanght in this manner rather than according
to the Ainderyarton system.  The science of
the Self is the foundation and guide of other
subjects. An illustration is often given in
this connection to remind us of the worth-
lessness and unimportance of objective sub-
jects before one understands the foundation
of all. When Swetaketu reached his school
age, his father, calling him said: * To keep
up our family traditions, go to a teacher for
your studies, and lead the life of student.
ship”" The boy goes to a teacher and
spends 12 years of studentship, He studies
the Vedas and allied subjects. He becomes
an expert in all sciences and arts, and is
proud of his studies. He comes home to
exhibit his studies before his father. The
father sees in him a great egoism and wants
to get rid of that; he asks him: * My boy,
I see that you are very proud of your
studies. Do tell me what you have learnt
from your teacher. There is one thing
that can be imparted by a teacher. Kven
those that cannot be heard, can be heard
through this, That which cannot be argued
can be argued. What cannot be under-
stood can be understood. Have you asked
your teacher for that?” To the son, this
enquiry is rather a puzzle, and he asks his
father to narrate what this is. The father
answers: “ Action is different from the
cause; by knowing a clod of mud, you
could tell its source. In a similar way, by
known_ng the cause of this world, you c’ould
know everything that is round you. By
knowing this alone you can know all.” The
boy tells his father. “ Iather, if my
teacher had known this, he could
have told me"” Fearing that his father
would send him back to the same teacher
for learning this one knowledge, he asks his
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father to reveal that science of sciences.
The father answers: ‘ My son, there Iis
one " iowledge by which one knows all
things in the world. All sciences speak of
this. DBring a fruit and I will show you
this,”  He brings a f.uit. The father asks
him to break it. He does so.

% Do tell me what you sce in this.”
“1 see a seed in this”

“ Break it as well.” He does so.
“Do tell me what you see in this.”
* I see nothing.”

% There are many things even in these,
and you cannot see them. There are subtle
things and they are invisible to you. From
these subtle things the leaves. branches and

stem of a tree arise, From this nothing,
something comes out. It is something
which cannot be expressed, and all the vital
power of the world has come from this
alone. Know this and you will know all
other things. It is the source of all forms
and names. You are That ; this body is not
you, liven you arc the Juutu (Knower)
that enjoys all.”

This teaching is a new revelation which
he never met with in the course of his
studentship with the teacher. He is eager
to know muore about this and interrupts his
father. He asks many questions : and thus
begins to know the foundation of all kuow-
ledge, of all subjects and of all sciences,

_———x————

LIBRARY WORK IN HIGH SCHOOLS

By Sk M. A. NARAYANA IYENGAR, M.A,L L.
Retired Deputy Director of Public Instruction, Mysore.

HE curriculum of studies in secondary
schools to-day consists of many non-
language subjects, and its scope is wider
than that which was framed two or three
decades ago. Therefore, the students of
to-day are suffering from nervous strain on
account of an overburdened curriculum and
do not generally borrow books from their
school libraries. Iven if they do so, many
of them do not study the books as earnestly
and enthusiastically as the students of three
decades ago did. Moreover, modern stu-
dents are induced to spend much of their
time in their diversified extra-curricular acti-
vities, which are now organised in their
tchools on a much wider scale than in the
past. Probably, this may also be one of the
causes for their lack of interest in the study
of library books, There are also defects
in the methods of issue of library books,
and the books in many libraries are not
such as to attract t_e attention of students.
With a view to remedy the above short:
comings in the present secondary school
education, the writer of this article desires
to point out the defects in the prese~t sys-

tem of library work conducted in schools
and to offer a practical suggestion for its
improvement.

THE NEED FOR EFFICIENT
LIBRARY WORK,

Generally, every High School has got a
library and the Department or Manage-
ments have been advancing decent annual
grants for the purchase of books and lib.
rary equipment, apart from the amount
spent for this purpose out of reading room
collections. Librarians and library attend-
ants are also appointed to issue books
periodically to students. Hence the latter
should not only be induced to utilise these
facilities, but also persuaded to take interest
in the controlled library classes. It is
very necessary that every student should
equip himself with a fairly all round culture
and acquire general knowledge apart from
his speciulization in one of the branches of
knowledge. By the study of good books
written by various capable authors, he will
improve his outlook on life, from a correct
sense of values, develop his originality and
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increase his vocabulary as well as linguis.
tic ability. Mere study of text-books in the
branches of knowledge prescribed for
examination is not enough. But it is a sad
state of affairs to see that many poor stu-
dents do not even read text-books, as they
are too poor to purchase them and merely
depend upon the mnotes taken down in
classes, Often, parents complain that as a
result of the introduction of the vernacular
meduim in High Schoolsand consequent lack
of facilities for students to study good text
books on language subjects by capable
English authors, their command of English
lapguage has deteriorated. Many officers
also have remarked that their clerks, who
have passed the 8. S, Ii. C. examination, do
not have the capacity to express their ideas
in their drafts in correct and idiomatic
language. As the vernacular medium of
instruction has to be continued for other
educational benefits to the students, the only
alternative to improve the English of the
students is to organise library work on
sound and efficient lines and compel them
to read many good English books. Even
the prescription of non-detailed text books
for the 8.5.LL.C. examination has been abo-
lished on the presumption that library
work will be conducted systematically in
schools, In short, educationalists all over
the world have recognised the importance
of library work as instruments and aids for
the acquisition of knowledge and culture;
though probably serious attempts have not
been made in India to systematise effectively

the use of this educational aid in the process
of education.

THE DEFECTS IN THE PRESENT SYSTEM
OF LIBRARY WORK

According to circular number 8 of 24—
25 of the year 1924, as subsequently modi-
fied, library work in High Schools in the
Mysore State was systematised on the follo-
wing lines. (1)T'wo consecutive periods should
be allotted every week to library werk in
every section of the classes. (2) The library
work may extend to all such subjects of the
High School curriculum as lend themselves
to such work. (3) The teachers will selact
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at the beginning of each term a sufficient
number of books from the school library
bearing on these sabjects of study for each
section. These books should be taken to
the class room, if the library room cannot

conveniently accomodate the boys or when
there is more than one class at library
work. The books taken by the boys on a
particular day and not finished during the
class should be taken home by them for
study. When the class meets again a fort-
night later, the books should be interchanged
among the students. The teacher will, in
the library period, invite the attention of
the pupils to references and allusions, clear
their difficulties and guide and check their
note-taking in books specially maintained by
them for the purpose. General instructions
may be given to the class from time to time
on the methods of library studies and note-
taking, (4) Each pupil should have a lib-
rary note-book for taking down notes from
the books that he reads in the library
periods and at home. (5) Kach teacher
should have the library work of one or more
sectionsallotted to him, and he must be able
to give guidance in all subjects readily,
especially in the fourth and fifth forms, (6)
Suitable reference books should be made
available to the boys during all library
periods. The libraries should be properly
equipped for this work with a supply of
books to be read with interest by the pupils.
A selection for the sixth form may be made
by the Headmasters of High Schools in
consultation with the teachers concerned.
(7) This scheme of library work is not to be
understood to supersede the present system
of borrowing of books by pupils from
the library for reading at home. The schools
should improve their libraries gradually out
of grants made for the puvpose from time
to time and from a portion of the library
and reading room fees levied on students.

From personal experience, it is observed
that in the majority of cases, the above
scheme of library work has not worked
satisfactorily. The following are some of
the reasons for this state of affairs. The
tmportant facilities required for Jibrary work
mentioned in clause (6) above are not availa
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ble in many schools, and so “the librarian
hands over to the class teacher some fifty
books of the library for each section. These
books are generally distributed to the stu-
dents in the library work poriod and they
are often received back on the same day as
most of ths students are eager to return
them and do not like to take them home.
Duriag successive library —work periods
each student may not get the same books.
The result is that he will have only an
opportunity to handle during each class
some books, whether interesting or not,
whether suited to his standard or not,
whether small or big in size, and whether
soiled and torn or not, for about an hour.
And he will not be able to finish any one
book, The classes are overcrowded, the
strength of each section being not less than
fifty, and the teacher has to spend about
half an hour in issuing and receiving books.
He wants to conduct the library work
class, somehow, according to the time
table, though he has no faith in its utility.
He is anxious only to see that all the books
received from the library arereturned care-
fully, so that he may not pay from his
pocket the cost of lost books. As he does
not himself know the contents of these
fifty or more books, selected from the lib-
rary at random, it will not be possible to
invite the attention of his pupils to refer-
ences, or clear their difficulties, or guide and
check their notings in books. Most of the
students do not read the books seriously in
their library work classes, as they are not
interested in the subject matter. Its treat-
ment is above the standard, and they know
that they study these books only for a
period under compulsion. While some good
students seriously attempt to peruse the
books either on accouat of fear oron
account of respect to the teacher, the aver-
age ones will spend their time mostly talking
with their friends. Mischievous and lazy
pupils will move about the class or go out-
side it frequently, or put unnecessary ques:
tions to the teacher m.Otder to waste time.
It is difficult for the library class teacher

espacially when he is temporary, new or
average, to maintain dissipline. In short.
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all the attempts made to maiatain good dis
cipline among average and bad students in
other periods will fail on account of their
bad discipline in these periods- Tae present
system of library work, as conducted in
many High Schools and Middle Schools,
has on the whole no value, aund isa waste of
time, cansing worry to the average teacher
and encouraging indiscipline amonyg students.
Probably it serves the purpose of filling up
paragraphs, in the school report about lib.
rary work and supplying an answer to the
question of the inspecting officer, whether
controlled library studies are conducted
regularly according to the circular. Some
Headmasters, will often utilise these library
periods during the last few wmonths of the
year for covering unfinished portions in
different subjects. :

A NEW EXPERIMENT

The following description of a new experi-
ment in library work conducted by the
writer of this article is given, taking into
consideration a High School of three classes
with two section in each, containing three
hundred students. (1) The Headmaster, in
consulation with the senior English teacher,
selected twelve different Eglish books for
each class, written in easy, correct and
idiomatic style, with subject matter, useful
and interesting to the students, such as
stories, dialogues, descriptions of nature
and life, biographies of great men, travel,
exploration and adveature, small treatises
on popular science, history, geography etc.
Out of the thirtysix books so selected,
twelve were suited tothe standard of the
fourth form and were about sixty pages
long, twelve of the fifth form, being about
90 pages long and twelve of the sixth form
runaing to about 120 pages. (A few verna-
cular books were also included in this list
for variety.) - (2) Ten copies of each one of
these books selected by the Headmaster were
purchased to the school library, so that a
copy might be used by the teacher and
nine copies might be distributed to a batch
of nine students in the library work pedod,
(3) Each section contatining about fifty
students was divided into six groups of
eight or nine, and students of each. group
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were made to sit near one another in two
benches side by side in the library work
classes. (1) The class teacher distributed
the nine copies of the six books selected for
the first term to the six groups of students
of the section, taking particular care to see
that all the students of the same group got
the copies of the same book, and then took
the signatures of students against the names
of the books writtenin a note-hook for
having reseived them. (5) llach student
was permitted to have one book for two
weeks in order to read it, both in the two
library periods and in the house. There
will be six working fortnights in each term,
and so the six books were passed round at
the end of every fortnight among the six
groups of studentsin the section, all the
students of each group getting the same
books. Thus each student was enabled to
finish six books in each term, twelve in the
year and thirtysix onthe wholein the three
years, during the High School course. (6)
While the students of the first section of a
class used one set of six books (with nine
copies in each), the students of the second
section used the other set of six books (with
nine copies each), in the first term, and this
arrangement was reversed during the second
term. This system of exchange of books
among six groups is simpler and can be
attended to in shorter time, than that of
issuing fifty different books to fifty students
and generally receving them back on the
same day.
ITS ADVANTAGES

As the library class teacher had with him
the copies ofall the twelve small interest-
ing books throughout the year, he was
able to prepare during holidays short notes
on each book, describing the life of the
author, his object in writing the book, its
main subject matter, the general procedure
adopted in the treatment of the subject and
the topics dealt with in it. He also sugges-
ted in it a few troad questions, which should
help the students to think and find out
aoswers to them while reading the books,
The teacher, being now equipped well to
guide the students in the library work
periodss explained the points relating to

cach book to the students of each group with
confidence and circulated his note on it to
them, The students of each group, who
were sitting near one another and while
reading the same book with the oralexplana-
tion of the teacher and his note upon it, natur
ally took interest inits study both in the
class and at home, They discussed with one
another without making noise the meanings
of difficult words, phrases and scntences,
the subject-matter, topics and questions rela-
ting to the book.  Many of them were also
enthusiastic in maintaining  library  work
note-books, wherein were recorded details of
topics, points of answers to questions and
meanings of words and phrases. The stu-
dents were on the whole {ully engaged in
the library work periods, as they were eager
to finish the book inthe fortnight and
receive the next bhook. It was possible for
them to do so, because the book was small
in size, interesting and written in simple,
clear and good language, aund they had re-
cived good guidance fromn their teacher,

The teacher was also fally enzaged in his
library work classes as he had to attend in
the first week to the distribution of books to
six batches with proper records for thesame,
and to explain and circulate his notes on
the six books for all the batches. e went
round the classes during the second week in
order to help cach group of students, separ-
ately solving their difficulties, giving sugges-
tions for analysing points connected with
the topics or the questions, and perusing
rapidly their library notebooks. It was also
observed that students took greater interest
in the study of these books, when subjects
for class debates were chosen from topics
based upon them and when they were in-
formed that a general question paper with
broad questions on these books would be set
to them at the end of the year and the marks
obtained would be taken into consideration,
while giving their conduct and merit
certificates.

PARTIAL SUCCESS OF EXPERIMENT
Experiments of this new system of librray
work were couducted by some enthusiastic
Hegdmasters in the Mysore state, butin a
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few cases they were not successful in crea-
ting real interest in the students in
their library work classes  The
following reasons suggest why they did not
succeed in their attempt. In one case, the
management was not prepared to spend the
required amcunt for purchasing 10 copies
of each book but only onc or two copies.
Hence seven or eight students bhad to use
the same book simultaneously, and the
teacher had no copies for his own use and
for guiding the students well. In a second
case the management spent the money
required, but the Headmaster did not take
proper care in the selection of good books
of the size and quality suited to the stand-
ard of his classes and therefore both the
students and teacher did not take interest in
them, In another case, instead of purchas-
ing 10 copies of 6 books for a section, the
Headmaster purchased 50 different books for
fifty different students, so ncither was the
teacher able to guido the students properly
nor had the batch of students the facilities to
discuss with one another about the topics
and the questions. Another Headmaster

did not take proper care to divide the sec-

tions intosix groups and all the students
were seated indiscriminately all over the
class, Hence there was confusion in the
distribution and exchange of books. The
teachers did not take interest in guiding the
students properly and the students had no
facilities for group study. Some of the
class teachers did not take the trouble to
understand this new system and so were not
enthusiastic in carrying out the system in
spirit,

Whenever any new system is introduced
in the school by the Department or the
Headmaster, some teachers will not welcome
it immediately. Instead of carrying it cut
with interest and enthusiasm, they will
simply follow the system in a mechanical
way. Not being earnest in solving the initial
difficulties, they will declare it a failure. The
purpose of this article will be fulfilled if the
Headmaster, teacher and management will
reflect upon the practicality and utility of
this new experimentin library work, earn-
estly work it out with modifications, if any
and give a fair trial to 1t for a reesonable
time. The results will certainly be benefi-
cial to the students under their charge.-

R SUR—

A NEW LIGHT IN ARITHMETIC

By SrI SHrRIDEAR NARAYAN PRABU, Ankola.

T is said that arithmetic is inseparable

from human life, that the very dis-
covery of its exitsence beaconed the com.
ing civilization of the savage and that its
development helped towards the perfection
of civilization, Itis also argued that the
knowledge of one, many and two marked
the different stages and qualities of civiliza-
tion. There was a time when arithmetic
had been a very popular art. with Indians,
when Bhaskaracharya, the poet-mathemati-
cian, could weave arithmetical problemsinto
a poetic fabric and the general public could
very well appreciate and enjoy it.
But times have changed since and.with
the changing times arithmetic I;aggf
from its pristine position and it Jas®bgeome
very unpopular with the stud_,e§

pllen”_

The University of Bombay has even remov.
ed it out from the list of subjebts required
for passing the Matriculation exami-
nation. What is this due to? Has arithmetic
lost its charm? Has it lost its educative
value? The matter requires a searching
and thorough investigation. There must be
some defect somewhere. The human mind
has a special fondness for reasoning, and it
seems to me that the defect lies in not
appealing to this very desirable attitude of
this mind. '

The outside may be quite attractive and
charming—that is to say—the problems may
be' couched in attractive context and char-
migg tems, but if the approach to the solu-
tio of. be only mechanical or un-
reasongd Al interest is killed and a dislike
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is created. * Make-believe argumentation
canpot take the place of healthy reasoning.
That is the trouble at the root of the evil.
To be in a position to be reasonably clear
and charmingly interesting, the inner
working of the constituents of the problems
must be explored and its type determined,
fixed and perfected. To do thiy, we should
not allow ourselves to be carried away by
the outer form, but apply ourselves to the
real nature of the structure. The analytic
sense of the learners is to be roused and
the naturalness of the processes of solutions
driven home.

As an humble begioning I offer, here-
below, the following:-

All the problems centre round one or
more or all of the four operations. The
main business concerns itself in finding
which operation or operations are involved-
Teo do this the relaticns of the components
are to be understood. Liet us examine tho
following example: —

“A certain sum of money is distributed
among a certain number of beggars. Were
there six fewer each would get a rupee more
Were there eight fewer each would get one
rupee and a half more. What is the number
of beggars and the sum distributed?”

The opening sentence- discloses that the
operation corcerned here is the operation
of division—the sum of money being the
dividend and the number of beggars the
divisor. Further copsideration suggests
changes in the divisor and the consequent
fluctuations in the quoticht as a clue to find
the dividend and the original divisor, and
herein lies the core of the problem and
the matter requires proper investigation.

“Were there 6 fewer” and *“‘were there
8 fewer” formally indicate reduction in the
recipients, and it is felt that we are carried
away by the repetition of ‘fewer’ and put in

mind of like quantities and misled to argue.

‘When 6 are fewer Re 1-is gained, therefore
when 8 are fewer Rs §x 1 fe ¢ should have
been gained: or to gain Re 1, 6 should be
fewer: to gain Rs 13, therefore-l—l% x 61e. 9
should have been fewer.” Are we

LI—15

really eoncerned with the reducing number
or the incressing amount? The amount
is to be distribnted among the recipients.
Who are the recipients when there is a re-
duction ? Certainly the reduced number.
Well pursuing the course of the sum, we may
argue : The amount has already been distri-
buted and the reducing number has to sur-
render its share of receipts in favour of the
remaining.” This way also it is the reduced
number that we are concerned with, but
here we have an inkling as to why the
former customary make-believe argument
succeeds in finding out the required answer,
Tt is not the 6 or 8 of the  argument that
carries the day but the share of 6 or 8 that
is at the root of the final success. In mani-
pulation, the share of 6 or 8 appears as
6 or 8, and here we are deceived and misled
but ignorantly happy.

Our argument should, if we want to be
accurate and rigorous, be: *When the share
of 6 is distributed to a number, the promo-
tion is Re 1 per head. If therefore the
share of 8 were distributed to the same
number, thepromotion would be Rs § x 1 i.e,
% Now the nummber receiving the share of 8
is less by 2, than the number receiving the
share of 6 and therefore, promotion of the
assumed 2 at s 4 per head should fall to
the lot of the remaining : and what is this
super-promotion? Verily 3 % ie 1 : therefore
(2x¢)goto (2x i)+ ie 16 : therefore 16 is
the numnber of beggars when 8 are fewer.

Clear understanding of the situation
and right thinking are the essential requisi-
tes of an accurate solution of an arithmetical
problem. The learner is to be led stage by
stage by easy steps in the form of concrete
instances. For this a new planning of the
whole course is to be effected on sound psy-
cholgical lines. There should also be

_ample provision for enjoyment of the work

To revert to the example taken, The
first step  will be tostand some pupils
i1 & row, calling them beggars, The second
step will be to place some money in each
one's hand. The third step will be to ask
some of them to withdraw handing over
the money placed in their hands, Now the
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reasoning and argumentation should follow.
Thus a liking for the subject should be
created in the learners' mind, In the secord
stage, d_lagmms may usefully be used and
the various relations may vividly be deli-
neated. Inthe third stage abstract numbers
may be diagrammatically treated to show
the various relations,

As an example of this last stage, the
following may serve asa spocimen.

72

6 1

18 4

lBy the diagram, it is evident that the
relation  between the reducing number
}a),ntdthe reduced number is  the same as
etween the enhancing umount and the

original share (wny?)and that between
the reducing number and the original num-
ber is the same as between the enhancing
amount and the enhanced amount (why?)
From this fact, the example may vetly
briefly be solved us nnder:-

8 2
G_—l 6
FRC _-—l--:_Q.
1 6 6

2x13 -3 is amount in rupces of each
of the original shares,

(24+1)%8= 24, the original number of
beggars

24X3="72is the total amount in rupees.

(How?)

It might have Leen seen how the work
could be rendered enjoyable and under-
standable, DBut it requires some strenu-
ous work on the part of mathematicians

to do t:hlS bit of ‘WOI‘k fOL‘ the 1t ]tt ()f
Dame Arithmetic. L

WORKING MAN’'S UNIVERSITY

By ViNcENT Brous.

THIS university has no quadrangle, no

fine colleges, and none of the amenities
which murk cut the ancient seats of British
learning. It consists, instead, of small
rooms and halls scattered up and down
Britain. It thrives in working men’s clubs,

local classrooms and wherever else it can
find a home.

If_ you visit any of its many branches
during the day, you will not find a grovp
of eager young people busily absorbing the
mysteries of science or geometry. You will
have to wait until the evening to see the
students cowme flocking in, and you will find
that they are fully adult individuals,

'l"he'se'men and women havé worked for
their living during the day, and have come
now to take'up the threads of an education
which was broken when, in their early

teens, they were forced to give up schooling
and help to contribute to the family in-
come. For this is the Working Man's
University, otherwise known as the
Workers’ Educational Association.

In 1944, the W, Il. A. had 770 branches
scattered throughcut the country, and in
the same year the number of students
topped the 80,000 mark. ILvery evening
scores of typists, nurses, miners and clerks,
met at one or other of the W.I%.A s centres to
listen to lectures on history, economics
geography, philosophy and many other
subjects. They paid a small fee, sometimes
a8 little as 55, for the whole course of
lectures and discussion. Some of them
eventually took degrees, while others have

?il?ece become distinguished men in public
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ORIGIN OF MOVEMENT,

The whole system of workers’ education
is run on the most democratic lines- For
instance, the students themselves can choose
their lecturer.

It is 42 years since the Workers' Tduca-
cational Association was founded, and the
man who first conccived the idea is still
alive. Albert Mansbridge began life as an
office hoy leaving home every day at 7.49 in
in the morning, and pot returning until 7.16
in the evening. It was when he went to
work as a clerk in Whitechapel that he first
found men and women who were handi-
capped, not frow lack of native wits, but
deficient education.

Gradually the couviction grew upon him
that if only it were possible to give these
people a chance, they might reveal untold
talent, Shortly afterwards he became an
evening school teacher, and then he found
in practice, what he had often believed 1n
theory. Slowly an idea crystallised 1n
Mansbridge’s mind, and one day, in the
year 1903, one of the biggest revolations in
Bricish education since the Education Act
of 1870, took place when the Workers’

liducational Association was formed.

BRANCHES IN ALL PARTS OF WORLD.

Since those distant days, the W.E.A. has
developed epnormously. Branches have now
sprupg up in many different parts of the
world, including Australia, New Zealand
and Canada. 'Today, in any of these coun-
tries, a man who has been unlucky
enough to miss a good education for one
reason or another in his childhood, can

now make good the gap in later years.
Clerks, labourers, farm-hands and typists,
and a whole rangs of other people, give up
their spare time in the cvenings to catch up
on a half finished education.

Today, in DBritain, the organisation is
steadily orowing. The individual member-
ship of the branches by May 31, 1914, was
29860 as compared with 206,462 in the
previous year, and increase of 3,418. The
total number of students in all types of
classes ran over the 30,000 mark in 1913-4,

This is the more remarkable because
World War II was still making wide de-
mands upon the whole population, and
apart from Britain's Air Raids Precaution
and Civil Defence duties, people and many
tasks with which to fill their spare time-
In the early stages of World War II the
namber of students fell away from 61719
to 48,535, but it quickly recovered again
in 1941 2 and then swept into the 80,000
region.

In the past 20 years, adult educationin
Dritain has produced some remarkable
successes. Sometimes men who never
really went to school until they were over
20, found their feet through adult educa-
tion and went on to enter high oflice in
the affairs of State- bbby Iidwards, last
year's chairman in the Dritish Trade
Unions, Arthur Jenkins, M.P. for Tonty-
pool, and Frank Lawson, British Secretary
of State for War, were all products of the
adult education movement. And who
knows what fresh talent is being trained
and canalised in the village halls and the
working men’s clubs of the W.E.A. today?
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w2 There is no other book of ils class that is quile so good

either in plan or execution.
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It is a work of a pre-cminently practical character. *

It comes nearer being the bhook w
3 > you ant than an other youl > )
seern. y Yy 1nve used or

It. will tend to make work in English gr

ammar an it : .
‘ab évery step. d composition interesting

Its arrangement is admirable, its presentation of essentia
and exercises well chosen and intercsting.

It is an excellent exemplification of the
: modern
teaching of grammar and composition. method of co

Is lucid, its examples

-ordinating the
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RAO SAHEB KULAPATI R SWAMINATHA IYER

By Kunarart P. A, Sosramamia Iver, B.A, LTy Betire! Hewlmaster,
Hindu High School, Madras.

His armour is his honest thought
And simple truth his ulmost skill

This couplet is quite enough to call to our
minds the subject of this article. After
a busy and strenuous career as teacher and

| e <!

Headmaster of the Town High School,
Kumbhakonam extending over 35 long
years, Mr. Swaminatha Iyer retired 20
years ago in the prime oi_’ life and in full
possession of all his faculties, which would
surely have jugtffied his being at the helm
of affairs of that institution for another ten
years at least. It is pleasing to note that
even now his power and zest for work are
fresh and keen, and all his friends and
admirers like me fervently pray, ¢ May he
continue his life of useful ness for. more and

more!’

He was born in 1869 at Sirugudi near
Kumbhakonam, of poor but very resvect-
able parents, and was on2 of a large f‘;upily
of brothers and sisters. Liitke many brilliant
Brahmin boys of those days, he began his
educational career under a physical handi-
cap. Underfed and ill nourished, but well
taught, he stood first in the ‘Vl“‘d.ge school
and won the approbation of his teachers,

From there he passed on to the
Native High School, Kumbhakonaw,
then and for long years afterwards under
the able and beneficant management of
Rao Bahadur 8. Appun Sastriar. T'ae young
boy easily got a scholavrship there, studied
for four years, and passed both the Middle
School and the Matricutation examinations
in the first class. In every one of the
classes there, he stood first and carried off
many prizes.

Kumbhakonam has for centuries been
the home of Sanskrit culture and can boast
of a long and unbroken line of able scholars
versed in all kinds of Sanskiit learning. It
was perhaps in recognition of this und with
a desire too to sturt a replica of the famous
University of Cambridge on the bank of the
Kauveri that the Government started the
Kumbhakonam College, which more than
justified the expectations of its founder and
deservedly came to be known as ¢ The
Cambridge of South India’. The famous
Porter and Gopal Rao., who were muinly
responsible for its eminence, are still remem-
bered with gratitude in Tanjore District
and elsewhere. Their successors ably conti-
nued the tradition set up by thew and the
College marched on from success to success.

It was to this College with such high
reputation that young Swaminathan went
in 1887 to study for the’ college course
Professor J. B. Biderbeck than whoum it
was impossible to find a more aceurate and
well-versed  Knghsh  Scholar, was then
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the DPrincipal. Rao Bahadur  Sadhu
Seshayya, who carried an old head over
young shoulders so able, so good, so open-
handedly generous, was also there. Know-
ledge of the world and the genius of
commonsense he possessad in abundance,
and, as chairmia of the Kumbakonam
Municipal Council, he did a world of good.
His teaching was very impressive and every
one of his boys still remembers with joy
his splendid apd accurate explanations iu
Tamil of passages trom Milton and Shakes-
peare. Work sat sn lightly on him that mis-
chievous hoys said that he never corrected
student’s answer papers, but awarded marks
n proportion to the weight of the sheets
containing the answers. Oace a brilliant
stadent of his did not attend a class exami-
nation. After some days, he read out the
marks obtained by the students in the class,
and strange to say, this brilliant boy had
been awarded good marks ! He immediately
got up and said he did not attend the exami-
nation, but the professor called him to order
and declared he had got those marks. So
partial was he to his good boys! Mr. J. M,
Hensman, that excellent all-round teacher,
tall and portly, and having a characteristic
ga't of his own, was also on the college
staff. Professor M. Rangacharya, a grand
and towering personality even in those
days, well-up not only in science, but a
master of English and Sanskrit literatures,
history and pilosophy and an orator whose
dignified eloquence reminded one of Glads.
tone and other mighty masters of Bnglish
speech, added lustre to the college. Profes-
sor K. Sundararaman with his massive
learning, earnest disposition and Carlylean
hatred of shams and simulacra, taught not
only history and philiosophy, but advocated
also the new-fangled Social Reform of those
days and the abolition of what he styled
Hindu superstitions. * Why do we wear the
sacred thread on our persons?’ asked he
oncs in the senior F. A, class; and immedi-
ately answered, ‘Itisof no use except
pethaps to cut- through tender mangoes
which we find in plenty in the college com-
_pound.’ How this great and good man

afterwards became & most profound Vedantic

scholar and Sanatanist and gave most
liberally of bis store to orthodox w»aidil
Srahmins 1s well known to all.

It was the good fortune of young Swami.-
nathan to sit at the feet of this galaxy of
professors during the four years of his stay
in the college. Being very intelligent, quick
and observant, he easily imbibed their fine
qualities and earnestly strove to model his
hfe after theirs. His remarkable qurn-bhaliti
which camoas o rvesult of his orthodox
heredity, his earnest devotion to study and
extremely docile nature, las meekness and
his transparent desire to please won [or him
the love of all his teachers, and some of
them like Rao Bahadur Sadhu Seshayya
and Professor M- Rangacharya frequently
met him in private and gave him sound
advice, The contact thus established he
remembers with undying gratitude.

As in the school, so in the college also,
he held a scholarship throughout and won
several prizes. Anger was foreign to his
nature, harsh words he could never use and
his early training at home and in his village
where so many orthodox Brahinins lived
had made him shrink with horror from all
kinds of cruclty or vice. He saw * both the
mermaid’s head and the dragon’s tail’ at
the same time.

In 1838 he passed the I.A. examination
in the first class and in 1890, took a high
second-class degree with physics as his
optional subject, and was ranked second in
the presidency.

TEACHER AND HEADMASTER

The growing needs of his poor family
made it imperative that he should soon
secure a job and begin to earn. Here Rao
Babhadur Seshayya came to his help and got
him ap assistant’s place in the Town High
School, an 1institution which was, and still
continues to be, one of the foremost in the
presidency. Here again  Mre- Iyer  was
fortunate. His Headmaster was the famous
‘Town High School Krishna lyer,” who set-
up & new tradition in the teaching of
English, which gained for him universal
admiration and praise. His infectious
passion and zeal for teaching, his rare ability
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as an extempore speaker, his quaint and

- humorous anecdotes, his apt quotations from

Fnglish and Sanskrit literatures 'rmd his
unique and inimitable way of teaching were
everyday talk amongest his students and the
general public. Young Mr. Swaminathan
who was put to the teaching. of physms e}ud
chemistry, soon earned a like reputation
and came to be popularly known as ‘Science
Swaminatha Iver] Ilis laboratory was a
model of cleanliness, his experiments were
always a success and his explanations most
clear and lucid. His sense of duty was so
great that despite illnesss or faticue he wonld
continue to work in the laboratory long
after scheol was over. On this account,
there was once a serions nervous break-down
and for a space of more than a year or So,
he could hardly sleep at nights. Still “the
imperious must * in him never gave way,
and he refused to take leave.

Shortly after joining school, he sat for
the Government cxaiination in chemistry,
success in which alone would qualify one to
teach that subject to upper secondary stu-
dents. He passed as the first in the presi-
dency and was awarded the ¢ Dr. Wilson
gold medal’.

In 1908 he became headmaster and
laboured hard for 18 years, The circumns.
tance of his elevation to the headmaster-
ship of the very school in which he had
been an assistant for 17 yeirs, bl‘Ollght with
it certain disadvantages. Some of the
senior masters, who had now to take instruc-
tions from him, occasionally thought them-
selves slighted, while some others began
openly to complain of inconsiderate treat-
ment. * Why had not the headmaster put
more than two chairs by the side of his
table in his room 2’ ‘Did he not keep on
speaking to a stranger, keeping me waiting
all the time?’ These and similar com-
plaints were frequently made. Also, his
attention to every detail of school work
being so scurching and keen, shirkers, of
whom happily there were only a few, had a
hard time of it. Tales were carried to some
influential members of the committee of
management, and for a time Mr, Iyer found

his place no bed of roses. But what can
conquer gooduess and dogged and unwearied
persistence in  well-doing ? ‘His qaiet
strength and steady zeal’ with which happy
phrase Professor M. Llapgacharya so uptly
described his work, ecarried everything
before it, and both the teachers and the
clerical staff bronght themselves into line
with him,

A friend of his who. unfortunately for
both, took it into bis head groessly to appose
him again and again, sent for him while on
his bed a short time before his own death
and begged pardon of him, ' Blessed are the
meek *, is indeed so0 true.

The growing needs of the school necessI-
tated additional accommodation being put
ap and the mapagement was in a fix.
Though constitutionally averse to theatrical
performances, Mr. Iyer with the coopera-
tion of the staff got his boys to enact &
Tawmil drama in aid of a building fund, The
amount realised and the subscriptions
collected from old boys enabled him to
construct the splendid hall in which the
school libirary is now housed. He had it
named after his predecessor, Mr. S. Krishna-
swami Iyer.

Honours came to him in due course. He
served as a mewber of the Primary lixami-

" nation Board for some years. The Chan-

cellor nominated him as a member of the
Madras University Senate, a rare honour in
those days. He wasa member of the s8TL.c.
Board for 4 years, an elected 1member of
the University Senate as a representative of
the Head mesters’ constituency {ov two terms,
an elected member of the Tanjore District
Secondary FEducation Board and President
of the Tanjore District Teachers’ Guild. e
was an important merber of the IHead-
masters' Association and presided at one of
its annual conferences. A few years ago,
the Government conferred on him the title
of Rao Saheb and the South India Teachers
Union, that of Kulapati.

AS EDUCATIONIST

Mr., Iyer wields a ready pen, his style is
both simple and dignified; and the many
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pranouncewments that he made on occasions
of educational conferences and tbe miost in-
teresting papers that he has contributed to
educational magazines may still be read
with profit,

AsS HOUSEHOLDER

Mr, Iyer has been fortunate in another
direction also. When immediately after taking
the 1.\, degree, he entcred service and
began tn earn, his family began to look up.
Having been long accustomed to simple
and economical ways of life, such as
characterized orthadox Brahmin households
in those days, the small pay brought in by
him was sufficient for its needs. As time
went on and his calary increased, he was
able to buy scme landed properly also. oth
his parents lived long enough to enjoy this
blessing.

The members of the household now began
to increase by the coming in of his bro-
ther’s and sistexr’s sons and his brothers-in-
law from their native villages for their
schooling. These boys were treated by
Mr. and Mrs. Swaminatha Iyeras their own
children, and it did one’s heart good to see
it. Mrs. Swaminatha Iyer was a singularly
gifted housewife. She not only ‘rose very
early in the morning and went to bed
late at night’ as the Sasfras say, but also
relieved Mr. Iyer of all domestic cares and
worries. Household accounts she kept for
him, made all purchases, arranged for
festive celebrations and in other ways made
bis life most comfortable and most happy.
This enabled him to take rank as a typical
Grihasha . practising all virtues including
Gosamrakshanam (bringing dp cows in the
house). Another characteristic of Mrs. Iyer
should here be noted. She was literally ‘his
praying half’, and every Krittika day she
made a point of going to Liord Swaminatha
sitting on the height in Swamimalai and
worshipping Him there.

How can one adequately describe their
generous hospitality? A cheery welcome
awaited all friends and relations at all times,
and wonderful was the kindness which they
showed. Who can forget their highly

flavoured coffee or their excellent tea
served in bronze tumblers, the brilliant
polish of which one never saw elsewhere ?
Or, was it o go-pujae day, succeeding Makara
Sankearanli v Gnly Mrs. lyer knew how

to  make such delicions coffee without
milk.

PROFESSOR RANGACHARYA

From his early College days, the Pro-
fessor had showered on Mz, Iyer the love
and affection of a parent. This only deepened
as he marmied.  The hushand and the wife
then became literally his son and daughter
and only they knew the joy of it. 'l'ogether
they came to Madras as to a place of pil-
grimage and spent days in his house, This
happened often, and it was a marvellous
revelution to those who were accustomed to
look upon the Professor asa little distant
and forbidding.

AFTER RETIREMENT

Tiven while in service as Headmaster, he
was a member of the School Committee of
Mansgement. HMe continues to hold that
membership now. As a manber of the
Trust Board of the Veeraraghava Sccondary
School, Tanjore, he worked hard to raise it
to the status of a High School, and succee-
ded. He is now the President of that Trust
Board. As elected President of the Non-
Mission Aided Tillementary School Teacher-
Managers’ Associations, Tanjore District, as
President of the Native High School Old
Boys® Association, as a member of the
Kumbakonam College Hostel Committee
and of its Old Boys’ Association, he hag
done gocd work.

As Managing Trustee of the Kalyana-
raman Charities for 10 years he did
excellent service. Under his care its finances
improved considerably, and he was instru.
mental in getting a Veda and  Ainga Pata.
sala started under a Government Scheme
As an Honorary Magistrate of the Kuwmbha-
konam Bench Court for 5 years, he has
also established a claim to high regard.

But the three other public institutions
which still take up a large portion of his
time and energies are the Natiye High

MUNICIPALITIFS AND ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 121

School, Kumbhakonam, the Gopal Rau
Library and the Sadhu Seshayya Library.
As Secretary of the Native High School
Managing Committee, he has done most
useful work, 'There was a time, when ‘the
Government threatened it even with with-
drawal of recognition. But by wise manage-
ment he has been able not only to wipe off
its debts, but also to put by a reserve of
Rs. 25,000, A good site also has been
acquired for additional accommodation.

At the time when 20 years ago he 'tqok
charge of the two libraries, their condition
could not be said to have been satisfactory.

Membership was small, subscriptions were
largely in arrears, books were missing and
general apathy prevailed. Thanks, however.
te the indomitable courage and persistence
of Mr. Swaminatha lyer, their present
condition is such as to evoke warm praise
all round. Thus

His virtues walk their fullest round,
Nor make a pause, por leave a void;
And sure the Eternal Master sees
All his talents well employed.

“May he continue to live this life of a true
Karmayogin for more and more long years!
pray I fervently again,

MUNICIPALITIES AND ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

By Sk P. R. Krisunaswami, Principal, (Fovernment Brenunen College, Tellicherry.

WH FN the First Citizen of Tellicherry,

Mr. Mamco Sahib, Chaitman of the
Municipality, called on me and requested
me to preside over this function, 1 readily
agreed. This meeting gives the finishing
touch to a weck’s celebrations. 1 rejoice to
think of the vast machinery of the munici-
pality having been at work in behalf of this
educational celebration. The 1unicipal
machinery is sccond only to the Revenue in
the capacity for efficient organisation.

It has been evident to us this evening
that the schools in Tellicherry have not
neglected the aesthetic side of education.
Years ago, the poet Rabindranath Tagore
felt that education in this country was foo
severe and joyless, and so he created an
institution at Bholpur, paying attention to
song and dance as neccessary features of
daily life, We need not however fear that
education has become too much of song
and dance in our country. As yet the
balarnce has been kept up quite well ; there
is perhaps still scope for more song and
more dance, Physical education has also
not been neglected in the municipality. We
saw several hefty lads come up to receive
prizes in sports competitions. I am glad
aleo that emphasis has been laid on elo-
cution. In the future democracy the man

who can speak well and purposefully, will
count for much., Of course, no one can
speak well who has not thought well.

Disciplice is the greatest responsibility
for our teachers. 1f once they encourage or
lead school children to make rebellious
demonstration, it will prove suicidal. The
respect which was once the due right of
the teaclher becomes forfeited by the foolish
behaviour of the teacher himself. We are
now in the throes of a general election, and
teachers will have to be on their best be-
haviour.

Compulsory education has been on the
whole a great sucess in Tellicherry, but it
is pathetic to hear of the poor families who
could not spare their children to go to school
We know of educational philantbropy in
other countries. ~An Andrew Carnegie
makes up his mind that no youth in Scot-
Jand should go without university education
on account of poverty. How much easier
should it be for some one in Tellicherry to
state that no child should go without ele-
mentary education on account of poverty ?
Is it not & great calamity that we should
have among us poverty such as makes even
elementary education inaccessible, side by
side with enormous wealth accumulating in
some individuals ?

* From the Presidential épeech at the Elementary Schools week celebration on 11—3—1946.
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What exactly can a municipality doin
the matter of education? Education is neces-
sarily not a favourite department with ad-
ministrations, because it is a spending
department. Revenue and cxcise generally
seem more dear than education. DBut if we
think of it far enough, education should he
dearer to administrations than any other
department. Speaking today under munici-
pal auspices, it is good to emphasise prepa-
ration for citizenship as the great aim of
education. Now that we are in the throcs
of the birth of a democracy, we should look
to education to male it safe and successful.
No municipality is a success, if the average
citizen in it does not rise to a high standard
of realising his duties and obligations.
Ignorance in the citizen has directly an
economic effect, he means more expense
to the municipality. he dust cart in great
European citivs gees round only twicein (ne
week. But in our Indian towns, it goes
round twice a day and it is needed perhaps
a third time also. Citizens who are ignor-
ant of hygienic laws are a menace to the
community. It is a great asset to have

citizens, who can conform to civic laws and
to health rules.

How is a municipality to mect the
expense of education? As long as it goes on
begging the provincial government to come
to its rescue with gifts of money, it does not

justify its existence. Municipalities have to
be more enterprising than they are at pre-
sent. They should be able to develop profis
table concerns which will help to pay for
education,  The first act of the liabour
Government in Fngland was to nationalise
the miner, In oor own country, the State
has taken over the raiiways putting a stop
to private exploitation. Municipaliiies
should take over all electric plunts and con-
cerns intended for public utility, they
should run their vwn theatres and cinema
houses and maintain hotels.  Municipalities
will then become co-operative concerns in
which the citizens get the maximum return
for their taxes and no private individual is
permitted to accmmulate wealth at the
expense of the citizen.  The cucossive pro-
fits of the middl: man will get eliminated,

It is an obsolete conception that the
municipality can look after only lighting
and sanitation, The collestive power of
citizens should grow and make itscll evi-
denced spheres of activity. The civie and
co-operative strength of the citizen is test
ed by the growing concerns of the munici-
pality.

Tducation builds up the citizen, and the
welfare and strength of a  municipality
depend directly on theadvance of education
in its citizens. A municipality can never
spend too much on cducation.

——

HIS MAJESTY'S SCHOOL INSPECTOR
By MR. A. D. Apaums, Diwisionnl Tuspector of Schools.

THE English Educational System, in

common with other British institutions,
is the result of growth rather than plan-
ning. Its present shape was given to it by
the HEducation Act of 1902 and to meet the
requirements of that Act, the Inspectocate
took substantially its present form. The
Act of 1902 vested responsibility for English
education in County Councils, County
Boroughs and for certain purposes, in other
_ smaller Urban Aathorities. It also crystal-

lized the sub-division of the educational
system into its three main branches of Ile-
mentary, Secondary, and Technical educa-
tion.

To meet thig pnsition the work of the
Inspectorate was divided between three
branches (I1.S. and T.), each of which had
a Chief Inspector attached to Headquarters.
The Country was divided into nine Divi-
sions, to each of the three branches, Ifach
Division was sub-divided into a numnber of
districts, each covering an area of one or
more Local Iiducation Authorities, and in
charge of it was a District Inspector for each
branch.

The Elementary District Inspectors, in
view of the nature of their work, had in
most cases & subordinate staff of Assistant
Inspectors. There must be added to this
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establishment a small number of Specialist
Inspectors of Schools of Art and of Physical
Training, a Chief Inspector for the trdining
of teachers stationed at Headquarters and
(a noteworthy innovation) a Chief Woman
Inspector stationed at Headquarters, who
was responsible for the co-ardination of the
work and the general wellars ol the small
but increasing nuniher of women in the
ranks of the Inspectorate.

Between World Wars I-11, it was modi-
ficd by the promoticn of one of the Chief
Inspectors at Headquarters to be Senior
Chief Inspector, with responsibility for the
co-ordination of the service as a whole, and
by the ereation of a new class of Staff Ins-
pectors.  Finally the Act of 194t has made
it necessary to adapt the organisation of the
Inspectorate to the farreaching changes
which it has introduced in the ILnglish
System of liducation.

CHANGED CONCEPTION.

The main change tntroduced by the 1944
Act is the general conception of all educa-
tion from the age of eleven as Secondary
in charucter. The two separate branches
of the Inspectorate dealing with the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Kducation, there-
fore, have been merged, and His Majesty.s
Inspector is now more concerned with the
child as such than with the type of school
in which he or she happens to be educated-

Adwministratively, the nuntber of statutory
Local Education Authorities has been con-
siderably reduced by the Act, but a number
of smaller bodies with limited powers and
responsible to the main [ocal Authority
for the exercise of such powers have been
brought into existence, The Inspectorate is
at present organised on the following
lines :—

The Country is now divided into ten
Divisions, each with a Divisional Inspector
responsible for the co-ordination of the ins.
pection of every type of Educatiodal Insti-
tution in his area. The Division 1s sub-
divided into a number of Districts, some
quite small, all with a District Inspector
responsible for both Primary and Secon-

dary Education. The rank of Assistant
Inspector has been abolished. It is also
sub-divided into several much larger

Districts with a District Inspector res-
ponsible for all forms of Technical Edu-
cation including Schools of Art.

Attached to each Division is a number
of Inspectors who may or may not also
be in charge of Districts, responsible
eithor for the inspection of particular
schools, or of particular aspects of educa-
tion (including the Schools Meals Service).
Responsibility for the inspection of Adult
Iducation, as distinet from Technical
Education, and for the Servica of Youth,
is also assigned to particalar Inspectors in
each Duvision. The number of Staff Ins-
peetors who will ultimately be free from
District Inspection, has been largely in-
creased, and there are now at Headquar-
ters working undaer the general supervision
of a Senior Chief Inspector, Chief lnspec-
tors for Techatcal, Adult and Youth, Secon-
dary and Primary Education, for the
training of teachers, and for general duties.

The post of Chief Woman Inspector has
now been abolished and the women Inspec-
tors have now been fully assimilated into
the service and take their full share with
their men colleagues in District and Divi-
sional responsibilities. T'wo of the present
six Chief Inspectors are women. The total
establishment of the Inspectorate bas grown
fromn the modest two, onc hundred years
ago, to 371,

His Mujesty’s Inspeetor is the eyes and
the cars of the Ministry of Education. Itis
his responsibility to keep the Ministry in-
formed of facts which are not covered by
statistical returns, to give the necessary
local colour to statistical facts and to advise
the Ministry from his local knowledge of
the desirability of proposuls put forward by
Liocal liducation Authorities, He is also
in a sense the Ambassador of the Ministry
in the field, can discuss proposals on the
spot with the Lipcal Authorities, and keep
the Ministry informed as to the Local
Authorities’ probable refctions to pending
proposals  He is the recognised Adviser of
the Ministry on purely educaticnal issues,
and that advice can only be worth giving,

if based on first.hand knowledge acquired in
the schools and colleges for whica heis
responsible,
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Oxrorp PaMPHLETS ON INDIAN AFFAIRS.
No. 26 (1) Siam Y Sir JosiaH CROSBY
(2) No. 38 Tug CHINESE BY CHEN Han-
SeNg (3) No. 32 INDUSTRIAL LOCATION
bY Bivan C. GHOSE.

HIS account of Siam by Sir Josiah

Crosby, who has spent over a quarter
of century in that country is very interes-
ting and clear regarding the history and the
race origins of the people. He describes the
bloodless revolution of 1932 and the essence
of the last constitution, which made Siama
fairly prosperous and reasonably well-gover-
ned country, Compulsory military service
has been in force from the beginning of the
century., The nominal independence of tho
State has been in reality restricted by
various treaties with foreign powers. The
failure of the democratic experiment led to
the centering of power in a military clique,
which dreamt of uniting all the people of the
race, whether in Siam, or in Indo-China or
in the Shan States. The close cultural con-
tact of Siam with India from time im-
memorial is stressed, though the memory of
this contact is very slight in the minds of
the Siamese.

The study of the Chinese peasant by
Mr. Chan Han-Seny, who was in India and
made a special study of the Indian agrarian
situation, is instructive and fairly clear. It
points out the differences between the north
and the south (which are striking, in several
respects) concerning the peasant, the land-
lord, the rent and nature of the farm. The
peasants of the western border-land belong
to a different category; and unlike the
others, they have got to render forced
labour. Opium cultivation is most prominent
In the west. The north-castern provinces
have always been short of man-power and
have been marked in recent decades by
l_mmigmtion on a large scale. The war
time agonies resulted in, among other
things, the accelerated concentration of
land lownership, caused by heavy taxation
ond inflaeion In the areas now liberated

Japanese occupation, a policy

favourable to the peasants is being pursued ,
and the peasants have been 6rganised into
labour exchange groups. In these areas,
there has come about a visible ipcrease of
middle and rich class peasants, There are
many problems confronting the Chinese
peasant, but the most improtant ones are
the extension of a mnational demacratic
administration and of cooperative organiza-
tion, and an improvement in the technique

of production.

The problems of industrial location, parti-
cularly with reference to their social and
economic context, are studied in the third
pimphlet, first with respect to the factors
affecting location and produciag heavy con-
centration of industry in certain regions and
localities. The disadvantages of such con-
centration are then studied under three
heads-economic, social and strategic. Strate-
gical considerations were ewphasized by the
war. The need for a dispersal of existing
industrial concentrations and the factors
favouring dispersal are studied, along with
the problem Of regional development and
its repercussions on the national interests.
The writer urges that Governwent should
continuously study lozationul problems and
make the vesults wvatlable to businessuien.
A planned development for the whole
country is a responsibility of the national
government which is to function shortly,

Tug NEw MALAYA AND You By H. B.
KEemont llagg., LIND3AY DRUMMOND
Lep.,, LONDON 107 pages price 6 sh.

LIS book is a plea that Maulaya’s future
must be based on a right understanding

of the conditions in Malaya and of the needs
and character of the people, and not on pre-
conceived ideas of what might be good for
any Kuropean nation. There are threo

Malayas, viz. the British, the Japauese and

the future. The real architect of the New

Malaya will be the men and wowmen of the

towas and villages of that country. He

argues that the Malays were afraid of b.ing
submerged in the increasing strengta and
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number of the Chinese ; they did not mind
British controly but on the other hand,
they relied upon it to a large extent, to save
them from the threatened submergence.
Malaya was joined with Sumatra by the
Japanese for administrative purposes. Under
the Japanese there was a shrinkage in public
services, The militant anti-Japanese orga-
nisation in the country was very likely ins-
pired and led by the Communist Chinese.
What the Malays now want is a new citizen.
ship in which only birth and the requisite
length of residence in the land would be
qualifying factors for national citizenship,
And this new Malaya should be able to stand
as a little self-governing dominion in the
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British Commonwealth. The primary need
is for a free national society and for a simpler
administration, which would involve less of
bureaucratic interference and legislation.
There should be the rule of justice, as well
as & proper economic utilisation of the
land’s resources. The peasant proprietor-
ship must be preserved as far as possible,
The labourers’ interests must be well pro-
tected, Such a new Malaya, formed under
British guidance, could be left safely to
govern heresell, after a short period of
transition. The book also deals with the
problem of rubber and other industries,
which however, it is urged should be made
to fit in with the new ideals of growth.
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EDITORIAL NOTES

I .
ANDBOGK jfor Foreign Stulents in
the [Init=l States is a remarkable
book as it claimsto bs, and
Meet the Unit- tells the st?ry of ﬂ}eéahy;-
erience of a young Cn-
od States. Eese student, whc? spent
ten years at the University of 1\/[1chlgfanl
and afterwards became a suc%esiu
newspaper editor. SubsequentlyU e a?
been serving as a teacher in the Lf; er
sity of Washington. The book has ‘ eizn
written for the benefit of the thousghAs
of Chinese students going to the U. S A
for educalion. The English transh{hotn
was approved by the staf_f of the Ins?t?he
of International Education an_d o he
Division of Cultural Cooperation cl)f thﬁ
Department of State and has b.een s 1({ ,
ly revised by both these bodles ‘SQ as to
be of equal service to all foreign studen %f
going to the U.5. A. for purposes ©
Sh}l‘%;ye book furnishes an_analysedltac
count of American civili_satlon and cuf 1;1}”16
and describes the ma1r_1'phases o is
life of the nation, pohtlcal: ec%no_rges,
social, cultural and mdustrlal,,l_‘emthe
stressing specially vital features .met <
Church, the labour union, the chain s orli
racial discrimination, and of_ courseth?3
problems of hiqherdedtucatlon as y
he foreign student.
aff%icta tauthor o?this book has well Sies-
cribed the egocentricity of the Amerﬁc?‘rel
nation which has created an atmosp 'il 1
in which all foreign ele‘men.ts get rain 5
absorbed in the nation's main currgn gn
the immigrants are forced to a axrz1 cz[n
their own cultural background ‘fan ‘t}?
imitate the American _mode of li e1 Vél h
all possible speed. Rightly the g% uthe
attached to the forces engendere 1err?ent-
quarter of a million schools, supp i
ed by study gatherings, Jecture me hich'
night schools and training classes Wle -
“Sour into the minds of t?edpeognt o
varied backgrounds a unihiec b

ion of
view on life and a common conception

a I‘S'\\
political, social and economic matte

11

Among ths {eatures of American edu-
cational activity should be first noted a
love of lecture gatherings, study and
discussion groups and other activities,
marked by a great deal of public speak-
ing. Thus lecturing has become a lucra-
{ive and specialised profe ssion. The
public square orators are parhg:ularly
vocal in times of political and social up-
heaval. They are perczonally and indivi-
dually of no importance. They will com-
prehend voices of every kind and political
tone. As.long as they do not advocate
violence or incite rebsllion, they are
left to themselves. They irclude a large
proportion of working mean. Small store
keepers, students, plain hobos,: an‘d most
of them are just ‘free lancing.’ The
lectures frequently become debates ; and
such public square full sessions are 1"6(.311')[
a form of the people's social aqd pqht_lcal
school, where some form tl}elr opinions
on various public issues. This superficial
diversity of opinion is an .important stage
in the procedure of Amengan de_mocracy
as without it public opinion will not be
able to develop. Order emerges after
the vote is counted, and there is mutual
tolerance of majority and minc?r_lty. ' The
tradition of tolerance of opposition is the
keynote of the success o_f Amepf:an
democracy. This tolerance gives political
stability also, preventing _’[he con.fus1on
and multiplication of political parties as
are found in France and in our own land.
When a new idea or programme dgve-
lops and gains a strong following, either
of the two big parties,——Demgcrats a_nd
Republicans usually adopts it, leaving
the third party without any ground to
take root in.

The adoption of democratic and popu-
lar methods for choosing officials has
developed the feature that the pecple do
not fear the officials and that the law is
above the official. -

America is a land of universal and
compulsory education which is the fruit
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of a century of struggle and was only
realiced after 1920 in all the States of
the Union by the operation of compulsory
educalicn laws. The result was that
illiteracy was only 4'2 percent in 1930.
The Americans belicve that they should
not merely wipe out illiteracy, but also
teach the recple to use their knowledge
in meeting life’s problems. But it is
still all too obvicus that the status of the
Negro is uneatisfactory.  Negro illiteracy
was reduced in the entire country to 16%
in 1930 and to 5% in the northern States.
But Negro education in the South is still
a great handicap; and his full status as a
citizen is still to be attained in that region
while serious discrimination in social and
economic life confronts him everywhere.

America's higher education is almost as
new as her factories and cities. Harvard
(founded in 1636) and Yale (founded in
1701) were small concerns in the begin-
ning; and all colleges and universities
were mostly religious organisations in the
epoch before the final War of 1761-66.
College education began to be liberalised
only in the second halt of the 19th
century. The number of college students
in 1940 was 1! millicns. Graduate schools
where “searching for knowledge comes
first, and teaching knowledge second”
were first started in Harvard in 1872 and
by John Hopkins University with its foun-
dation. These schools are now manned
by famous masters of learning; and they
are comparable to any European institu-
tion in academic standards and research
achievements and even in general contri-
butions to society.

The terms ‘College’. and ‘Universily’,
are interchangeable in America, and
they may be classified as state, municipal,
private and denominational. Municipal
government has recently begun to sus-
tain college education. Private colleges
and universities are mostly on the east
coast, the best known being Harvard,
Yale and Princeton. Religious bodies
have a large number of colleges. Many
of the universities usé the credit or point
system, usually requiring 123 credits for

the B.A. degree, spread over several
semesters. Four years are required for
the Bachelor's degree, with at least one
additional year for the Master's degree.
Some schocls or departments require a
thesis. The Doctor's degree usually
requires three years and a thesis of a
creative nature with oral and written
examinations.

Special attention is paid to training
mon and women for public life and
for carcers in politics, government ad-
ministration and diplomacy, public utili-
ties, transport, journalism and law.
Special courses and advisory facililies
encourage students to prepare for
government service; and there are sepa-
rate cchools of public alfairs at Syracuse,
Harvard and Princeton.  Students can
combine their theoretical studics with a

period of employment in municipal, state -
government  agencies for .t

or federal
practical training.

v "

Many colleges have international cen-
tres devoted to the welfare of foreign
students, marked by special courses in
English, exchange language lessons, dis-
cussions on international problems and
numerous forms of recreation and enjoy-
ment. The Christian Churches, the
YM.CA., the YYWCA. and the Rotary
Clubs are most enthusiastic in helping
foreign students to get acquainted with
American life. They are all international
in their outlook. Various psychological
and other barriers against participation
in American life are best removed by
prompt and early mingling with Ameri-
cans, and by observing and studying
American life and literature. There are
prevalent various degrees in racial dis-
crimination against coloured students ;
and the prejudices which have become
social attitudes should be mitigated by
careful conduct on the part of the foreign
students, who are advised sgainst con-
gregating and associating exclusively with
their own fellows and to make contacts
with Americans wherever possible and
always observe American customs,
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antastic!

It may seem, that not nively nine per
cent but almost all the cent. per cent,
of the prysony, who outsrem!r seem

to be knowimny in diamonds, act 50
well actingly, that the prospective
hirver does not scent bim to be a Tout.

The buyer seeing that be gets an aid of a benevoleni - paort absolut~ly free,
takes him to be “his own man”

The buyer does not know how much this free advice costs him indiicctly and
how misled he is by these experts! Because these toutls have their brother dealer to
favour, where their interest is served to its utmost.

Diamonds have no mark or brands lo specily their guality and the tout finds
this, his best opportunity to create a gap between the buyer and the seller. A quarry
of doubts and superstitions are raised ; and to buy diamonds without these expert
opinions is made to be a “leap in the dark ™.

YOUR MAN IS DEALER'S MAN
50 YEARS

, of hard and strenuovs efforts to serve
It's so easy to buy diamonds. It's a matter ). public in a right and straight-forward
of minutes and not hours to buy them from way, on its onward march, SURAIJMAL’S
reliable saurces — firms of long standing has stocd the lcnipests of time and mair
and integrity. tained ils inteqgrity. ¢ Trustworthy” -
their reputation.

Direct Deal

SAVES - SECURES
A SQUARE DEAL

The JEWELLERS

‘;that command your confidence” SU RAJ MAL,S |
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