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Can We Build Educat‘ion' on Student Needs?

By Dr. BOYD H. BODE,
The Ohio State University

F we ask, “What is a need ?” we
cannot get an answer by taking
the pupil and inspecting him. nor

can we find out what a need is by
assuming an inner pattern. Educa-
tion is not as simple as that. How
then do we get the “needs”? We get
the needs in terms of some social
pattern, If we were to imagine a
static society the whole problem of
“needs’” would disappear. The
pattern then would be fixed and the
needs would be correspondingly fixed;
the whole business of edacation
'would consist of transmitting culture
from one generation to the next, We
find this in some primitive societjes
now. Unfortunately static society
is a fiction. Today we are living in
a period in which it is changing
rapidly.

Now let us try to put ourselves
in the place of young people We
say that in season and out of season
we are tolerant. But are we? A
cynic might say wec believe in tole-
rance as long it doesn’t matter. We
certairly are strong for liberty—
there is liberty in the Joffersonian
sense, in which Government has as

‘little as possible to do with the indi-

vidual. But then we brought in
* sccial security . What do we
really belisve? What is there to
which our young people can give their
allegiance ? Our young people must
have something to live for. [low then
should we proceed in education ?
The old categories are broken down.
Are we going to teach people who are
thinking of having an adequate
career the beauties of a Shakespeare
sonnet, etea ? These things are fine
for the leisure class, but that is what

-

we want to get away from, We love
our Alma Mater but at the same
time we feel that it does not have a
great deal to do with living. So we
are developing & wunique kind of
gentleman—a man who makes a
point of not knowing tco much about
anything, and not working too hard.
What are we going to do about that
kind of attitude in education ?

You can approach it in either of
two wavs : You can say, let us focus
on needs; or you can say let us focus
on that confusion which is existing
in our national culture. I want to
remind vou of what Isaid at the
outsct; that needs are determined by
a social pattern: hence you can’t
determine needs unless in doing so
you also determine a social pattern.
Those are just two opposite ends of
the same thing. If you over-empha-
gize needs, you assume by implica-
tion that the social pattern is pretty
much all right and you are missing
your mejor task. If there is any
outstanding need in American edu-
cation today, it is the need to under-
stand mcre clearly the meaning of
our national culture. Our conception
of demcecracy was fairly adequate in

the days of Thomas Jefferson—the

conception of democracy was politis
cal. The community was demceratic
and the goveroment was =so orga-
nized es to limit itself as much as
possible to police duties. It wasn’t
a ““way of life”’. 1t was an arrange-
ment or device for permitting each
person to lead his own life. Now
democracy is much more than & poli-
tical concept... .. it has become an
econmic concept, a moral concept, &
religious concepts
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We might as well face the issue:
What is the thing of essential worth
in our national culture? What is
the final value to which you can
refer? To my mind the basic ques-
tion involved is a 'moral ome: it
raises the question, ‘*What is a
moral value anyhow ?’ ‘‘How  are
moral values determined ¥’ There
are two ways of answering this
question: (1) One is to say thas
moral values are human creations.
They are devised by man, created by
man, and set-up for certain ends.
(:) The other is to say that moral
values have a cosmiec guarantée, that
they are somehow embedded in the
universe.. In my judgment moral
values are a human product and
nothing else. 1 suppose everyone
would agree that telephones, for
example, are human inventions. Then
we have economic and industrial
organizations. This is outright crea-
tion. Now the question is this; when
we devise organisations in order to
facilitate thie business of living to-
gether, is that any different ! Human
beings find out pretty early that if you
are going to keep the peace in a social
order you must make certain regula-
tions—hence the institution of marri-
age, hedged in with all sorts of regula-
tions. The same is true with patrio-
tism. You are settibg up standards
for right and wrong.

" What has this to do with
democracy ! Suppose we devise
regulations for the purpose of enabl-
ing people to live together and work
together in peace and good will,
building up common interests and
- common cancerns, then we have a
result which we can call, as we may
prefer, practical Christianity, or
democracy. I think the two are the
same thing. -

We have never seen morality
very clearly from this point of view.

If you dig around in anthropology
you will see why. Primitive peopls
have to set up regulations. Then
having set them up it becomes as
important to secure as many sance
tions as you can. You find almost
every where that it is soon alleged

.that the tribal gods sanctioned those

regulations and that if you do not
observe them you will be punished.
That reinforces those regulations but
it 'has two serious disadvantages:
(L) It changes the purpose of a moral
law from the common good to
obedience. {:) It makes it very di-
fficult to change a regulation once it
has been established. I am wondering
to what extent our difficulty in mak-
ing econonic and social adjustments
is not due to the fact tha’ we are
taking a moral law for cosmic law.
That problem of the nature of mora-
lity is not only a real problem but I
think it is the most real problem we
have.

What is the bearing of this on
education? I would say no person is
educated, is in a position to organize
his life intelligently, unless his basic
standard of value isreasonably clear,
unless he knows where to turn when
values  conflict. Therefore  our
business as teacher is to assist him at

that point.

The best way to do this is to

show the different concepts in con-
trast. For example, in medisval
bistory: society was organized on
the basis of a single principle, an
ecclesiastical one. That reached into
the family, into thé market place,
into law, it reached everywhere,
Suppose you were teaching that
and were comparing that to the way
you are living now. You will find that
we have a heritage from the Middle
Ages and that you also have some-
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thing else which we call democmcy.‘

You will find the same in business,
in politics — nothing i3 excluded —
it would be as much a study of the
present as of the past.

T am very much concerned that
the potentialities of the progressive
movement in education should be
realized. When the movement was
firet started it was certaioly uot
primarily concerned with the con-
fusion in the social pattern, because
at that time we were not very con-
scious of that. It was concerned
with the maladjustisent of the indivi-
dual to the social order, apd very
properly fo. Appeal was made to
interestsand uneeds and self-expres-
sion and creative activity. 1 think a
permanent contiibution was made to
American education, changing the
quality of our sccondary .schools all
over the country.
repeat that those responsible did not
concern themseives particularly with
the improvement of the social
pattern.

I bave no yuarrel at all with the
idea that education wmust keep its
finger upon the individual. If thatis
what you mean by ‘“‘needs’ I agres,
I think that education must be a par-
sonal matter. Something ~ must
bappen to the individual. His whole

But [ want to

outlook must be changed. [ am sayiog
simply that the importance of the
reconssruction of the eocial pattern
must not b2 overlooked.

There is no adequsate opportunity
given to young people to acquire &
philosophic outlook of their own, Our
democratic faith is being challenged,
We may not be able to keep it. The
flest thing to do is to get rid of cone
fusion. The youth of our denocratic
world do not know what they belicve.
There is the major responsibility for
us as ¢ducators. Prozressive educa-
tion did not bring an adequate
emphasis on the recessity of finding
or reconstructing a socizl pattern,
which i3 something each person must
do for himself. That has been its
chief {ailure, itslack of contiruity ;
failure to provide any sor: of place
for concepts like duty and dis-
cipline.

The one point ] want to insiss is
that ‘“ needs * and the outlook of the
social pattern are one and the same
thing. With respect to economic needs,
does a youth need just to make a
living, or does be needto know the
place of labor unions, etc ? It really
means every man a philosopher. I am
cencerned  that education should
rise to its obligation and to its

‘opporfunity.

The Education of the Handicapped

In a national scheme of education which provides for all children

according to their special a:titudes, it seems only logieal that considera-
tion should also be given to those children who are generally classed as

‘handicarped’.

Little has been done so far in this country to meet the

specific requirements of children in this category, and chere is much
that it could profitably borrow from the experience and achievements of

those countries which have been active in this tield already.
tionally advanced countries it is agreed thas

In educa-

special provision is

necessary for subnormal children who fail to keep pace with the majority
of their fcllows of the same age-group.

~—From the Report of C, A. R. of Eduzation,
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COMMUNALISM IN EDUCATION MUST GO
By Mr. T. PRAKASAM,

Premier of Madras

NIVERSITIES, to fulfill their

ordained function, ought to be

a miniature of life. Education
must direct itself to the duel object
of making the individual - fit for
society, and of .making society a
safe pattern for the individual.
Education that forgets the society
in which the educated must live
is not worth the anxious days
and nights devoted to it. The word
“Society’” is derived from a Latin
‘word that means an ally.  Society is
a group of individuals «llied for a
common end. The common end go-
verns all, and that end is the harmo-
nious development of society as a
whole. Education is the process by
which the individual sheds, and ig
made to shed, his selfishness, in order
to live for the common end. And

selfishness is far removed from sslf-

fulfilment. There could be doubt,
uncertainty and difference of opinion
about methods of education. But
about the object of education there
could be no diversity of views,

Social Aspect of Education

It was not always and not every-
where that this high object was kept
in mind. The nations of the world
were not ruled by common ‘men, or
even for the common weal of common
men, and so the social motive wss
not given effect to in educational in-
stitutions. Feudalism and capitalism,
with their gross exploitation of- the
weak, and based con private property,

* Being an Addrass deliveted at the Convo,
cation of the University o1 Madras on &th Angust,
1946,

-were and are, inconsistent with the

highest ideals of education. You
cannot organise world society on the
basis of ineqaality and exploitation,
and at the same time hope to educate
the young of all nations to love the
world as one, Two world wars have
taught us that. The imperfectjons
of the political State, with its dis-
torted social and economic structure,
reflected themselves in the educa-
tional field as well; and education,
instead of being available to all ranks
of people, and exalting all men as
men, was the exclusive privilege of
a few, and frequently degraded even
the few. It was not till towards the
end of the last century that, all the
world over, the common man was
remembered, compulsory primary
education introduced, and the social
object of education t> some extent
recognised. '

History of Indian Education

We in this country have had
even a more chequered history of
education. In ancient times we had

" -our seats of learning, where know-

ledge was pursued with a single-mind-
ed devotion, aud the sciences studied
and built in & manner not different
from the ways employed on the best
Universities of to-day. The science
of to-day is not a gift to us from the
West. It is knowledge to the shaping
of which our ancients contributed
their full and mighty share; and
knowledge belongs to man, and not
to east or west. Nalanda and Taxila
and several other of our ancient Uni-
versities perfected the science of
education, but education to our
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ancients was not a trick of the me-
mory or a fashion of the intellect. It
was a high ritual on the path to re-
alice God. The religious aspect was,
however, not destructive of the
social or educational aspect. It would
be true to say that the Vedas them-
selves were not confined to the mere
teaching of religion. The Vedas em-
braced all knowledge, and in the pur-
suit of truth and godliness, which
was the object of the Vedas, the
truths of science had their legitimate
place,

Corﬁing to modern times in India,
the .great diversity, in the field
of education, between objzet and
achievement becomes very apparent,

“Lord Macaulay gave us the English

lacguage as the medium of instrue-
tion, and substituted for the social
object the object of serving the East
India Company. Education becanie
the process of manafacturing servants
of the company. We reap ths fruits

. today, and find tkat education in-

stead of making our young men and
women fit for the heritage and the
environment that belong to them,
and to which they belong, turns them
away from all that is theirs and
leaves them neither happy in them-
selves nor willing to s2rve the people
and make them happy. The eda-
cated think themselves a class apart
from the uneducated ; and in country
like ours, which is based so largely
on an eagriculture]l economy, this
leads to the widening of the guolf
between villuige and town, aud bet-
ween the agriculturist, who is the
backbone of the country, and the
educated parasite, who lives on the
soil but gives nothing back to it.

Education must be- Related to Needs

To-day, we in lndia might feel
proud that the Universities have
produced our P. C. Rays, our Ramans

and our Radhakrishnans—and all
honour to them who have kept the
torch of learning bright — but till
there is a full and final re-crientation
of the object of education in this
great land of ours, and till we break
the barriers between the educated
and the uneducated, between the
village and the town, and between
the agriculturist and the parasite, we
Lave no reason to be proud of cur
system of education. Education
must make us fitter to live in our
own envircnment and to make it
better, not to escape from it. It is
not the fault of our educated voung
men and women that they do net
think of the Indian village as the
keystone of our economy. I venturs
to say that education in our country
has proceeded so far, on far too
academic lines, and has been divorced
from the needs of the land. The
emphasis must be shifted from learn-
ing for the sake of learnirg to learn-
ing in order to meet the needs of the
country. Tho Indian village wmust
dominate all schemes of education,
and the day must come when the
educated shall go back to their
villages, like dedicated men, and
place their gifts freely at tho altar of
the countryside.

It is because of this divergence
from the reality of our needs in the
very basis of our schemes of educa-
tion that all the evils arise within the
framework of the educational system
itself.  To-day all our colleges are
over-crowded, and young men and
women who have finished their schogl
course pass on to the University
course with an inevitability which is
not there. The University course is
not, and ought not to-be, & mere
continuation of the High School
course. Not overyone who passes
out of & High School becomes fit for
the Univereity. L'he Universities are
special seats ot learning, and should
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be open only to the specially gifted.
Technical courses, as in ‘the poly-
technics of Europe, should absorb
the bu'k of those who have completed
the High School course. 1t is the
absence of these technical courses
that is the greatest blot on our edau-
cational system. If there were cor-
relation between educational courses
and the needs of the community,
ninety per cent from schools would
seek the technical courses, and not
rush into Universities. These techni-
cal courses, with specific objects in
view, should be organised, maintain-
ing the legitimate proportion between
the agricultural and the industrial
needs of our country. -

Wastage in University Education

It has been said that there are
three kinds of waste in our University
education. The first kind of waste
consists in the fact that much of the
expenditure incurred on University
education, whether it is incurred by
the Government or by private bodies
or by students paying fees, is incur-
red uselessly. Itis a wdste in the
gense that it does not bring any
‘adequate return. It iz a waste be-
cause only 30 per cent of the Univer-
tity men find employment of a type
which may be in keeping with their
attainments or comme:surate with
the time and money which have been
spent on their education: about 20
per cent of them go without any
employment at all; and 50 per cent
are found in jobs for which High
School education - would be perfectly
sufficient.

Secondly, there is another kind
of waste in that a very large number
of those who enter the University do
not succeed in passing their examina-
tions, It is said that, among the
Universities in the world, there are
no other, where such large numbers

of students fail at examinations as
they do in Indian Universities,

Thirdly, there is waste alleged,
because even those who pass their
examinations are supposed not to
come up to the high standard else-
where obtaining, barring certain ex-

-ceptions But this isa matter of

opinion, and it need not be feared
that men from our Universities are
of a lower calibre, compared to men
from Universities in the rest of the
world. ,

Need for Regulating Admissions

Waste of the first kind is attrie
butable to the fact that' the Univer-
sities neglect the practical needs of
the community as a whole. To
remedy this waste, Universities
should train only that number of
graduates, Pass, Honours, Post-
Graduate and Professional, as can
be easily absorbed in the ssveral
walks of life' for which they are
trained. The first thing to be done
is to get a correct estimate of the
number of persons required for publio
services - for which the minimum
qualification is a University degree.
Secondly, there should be a similar
estimate of the mneeds of private
enterprise in agriculture, industry,
transport, and other branches of

_business and trade. An estimate

should be made of the extent to
which Government are likely to ex-
pand in the course of the next 10 or
20 years in the Agricultural, Veteri-
nary, DMedical, Health, Engineering,
Fisheries, Forests, and Mining
Departments, and a similar estimate
should also be made of the prospects
of industrial expansion in the Pro-
vince., When such estimates are
made it is easy to calculate the
number of University men of
different branches that are required
in the Province. Admissions into
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Universities and Colleges should be
regulated accordingly. To-day there
is such a rush for admission into
Colleges. Admissions are being made
without any such data or plan. It
is because of this that we find so
much waste.

The second type of waste arising
out of a large number of failures can
be prevented by restricting the
admission to Ubiversity courses only
to such persons asare fitted to receive
University education in Colleges, by
improving . standards of instruc-
tion and discipline in colleges, and
by bringing about greater personal
contract  between  the teachers
and the students. Restricting ad-
missions may not be quite ro easy,
but {it has to be attempted., There
will be a clamour against such a
course. The reasen for this would
be that there are no alternative edu-
cational courses open to students
who are not found fit for University
educaticn. 1t is the absence of such
courges that drives students to the
Universities. A reform of Secordary
F.ducation should be undertaken ; and
technical, vocational courses at the
High School level and diploma
courses in technical subjects abcve
the High Scrool level should be
opened. When we talk of replanning
Uriversity educstion, it must be
understcod that it cannot be done
piece-mesl, and must form an integrzl
part of -the replanning of education
as a whole,

An Appeal for Initiative

Talking of education and the
needs of the community, I wish to
tell you of a student of a northern
University, who ulso served for a few
years as a lecturer in his University,
and later startcd an industry of his
own in the fields of his village, in the
Godavari delta, aided by a friend.
The business relates to the prepara-

tion of Potasium Permanganate and
Soda Ash from dried tobacco and
dried plantain stems and possibly
other raw material. The industry
was started in three small thatched
sheds in a field. When ! went thers
1 found one sted full of dried tobacco
stems. Out of this and other raw
material, which people usually throw
away or burn to ashes, the two salts
were being prepared. The whole
process was explained and the salts
were shown to me. I felt then that
in thoze thatched sheds throbbed the
heart of a greater University than
even his Alma DMater’s. Such
achievements could be reproduced by
some of you according to the varying
natural gifts you possess, and accord-
ing to the branch of knowledge you
belonged to at the University. To-
such of youn as could reproduce this
achievement the great ideal is always
Sir P. C. Ray, the founder of the
Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical
Works, than whom 2 more far-sighted
never lived in our land. You should
go out with full confidence in vour-
selves, determined to apply the know-
ledge gained by you for practical
purposes.

Our great poet, Rabindranath
Tagore, des-ribed the interdependence
of educaticn and life in no uncertain
terms when hs wrote in his Crestive
Unit;: ‘““The highest mission of edu-
cation is to help us to realise tho
inrer principle of Unity of all know-
ledge and all the activities of one’s
social and spiritual being. Society in
the early stags was held tegether by
its economic co-operation. The idea
of such eccnoinic co-operation should
be made the basis of your University.
It must not only instruct but liva:
not only think but produce. Our an-
cient tapovanams or forest schools,
which were natural Universities, were
not shut off from the daily life of the
people. Masters and students gathered



18 EDUCATIONAL INDIA

fruit and fuel, took their cattle out
to graze, supporting themselves by
the work of their own hand. Spiritual
education was a part of spiritual
life iteelf which comprehended all
life. Our centre of culture should
not only be the centre of the intel-
lectual life of India, but the centre of
her economic life also.

“It must co-operate with the
village round it, cultivate land, breed
cattle, spin clothes, press oil from the
oil seeds: it must produce all the
necessaries ; devising the best means,
using the best materials, and calling
science to its aid. Its very existence
should depend upon the success of its
industrial activities, carried out on
the co-operative principles which will
unite the teachers and students and
villagers of the neighbourhood in a
living and active bond of necessity.
This will give us also a practical in-
dustrial training whose motive force is
not the greed of profit. In other words
this institution should be a perpetual
creation by the enthusiasm of the
soul : a world in itselt, self-sustaining,
independent, with ever-renewing life
radiating life across space and time,
attracting and maintaining around it
a planetary system of dependant
bodies, Tts aim should Jie in impart-
ing life-breath to the complete man
who is intellectual as wecll as econo-
mic, bound by special bonds but
aspiring towards spiritual freedom
and final perfection.”

* Communalism Must Go”

There are many distressing prob-
lems that confront us to-day in the
field of education, as they do in every
other field, but the thing to do is to
face the problems ana hold our heads
high. Of all the evils that harm us,
‘the most distressing is the evil of

* communalism, and communalism is
showing its head even in sanctuaries
of learning. It is true that no man
has a greaterright than another to be

educated. But higher University edu~
cation and higher technical education
must be regarded as the privilege of
only those who have proved them-
selves specially fit. Merit irrespective
of community should decide the previ-
lege. Communalism must, go, but only
by an initial process of levelling up;
and the leveliing upin the ¢phere of
higher and technical education at any
rate, ought not to be at the price of
nerit, ‘T'o punish the meritorious for
communal reasons is to keep commu-
nalism alive and let talent die. But
when education ceases to be a mers
passport for a job, the evil of com-
munalism in the field of education
will also cease to he, |
Our country is on the threshold
of a great beginning. We need all the
talent and all the spirit of service in
the land to build our future. Stal-
warts among patriots, like Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, are leading the
country into that classless society
that is baced on equality and social
service and not on tte profit motive,
Ignorance, poverty and ill-health
must be liquidated. Let no one among
you fail the leaders of the land. Your
country has a claim on you before
you have aclaim on your country,
because the country as a whole is in
a more deploraple state than you as
individuals are in. This is a moment
in our history when we should rise
above cur little selves and help to

- create the India of our dreams, where

there is no exploitation of class by
class, of group by group, of caste by
csste, of man by man,

Graduates of the year, you are
the future citizens of the India of
our dreams. Do not fail the dream }
May God bless you! ‘May the
Brahman protect us ! May He sustain
us! May we acquire the capacity tor
learning | Effective may our study
prove | Let us not hate each other

Om, Shanti | Shanti ! Shanti |

~dhanpand,

The Inadequacy of Modern Education
‘ By Mr. K. M. MUNSHI

ODERN Education in India, a8
elsewhere, is growing more and
more informative. More atten-

tion is paid to the learning of facts

rather than to the development of

the mental faculties. A student going
up for matriculation is, for instance,
tanght scraps of scientific knowledge,
disconnected items of history, a little
literature and elementary mathe-
matics. He is expected to cram up
bits of information within a given
time, and when required throw the
required bits out at the examination,
Our Universities protest against
crammicg and encourage it at the
same time.

Creative Education takes a con-
trary view. The value of education
lies in cultivating all the faculties of
the student and making him fit for
the eventualities and relations of life.
Unfortunately the Universities lay
down the content of our education,
We can not change it by voluntary
effort. We can only change its
method, spirit and goal.

During the last hundred years
reveral attempts have been made to
alter, not only the method, spirit and
goal but also the content of our edu-
cation. Under the inspiration of
Swami Dayananda Saraswati, Lala
Munishiram, later Swami Shrad-
founded the gurukula
system. When the movement against
the partition of Bengal was at its
height, Shri Arvind made a short-
lived attempt at founding a system of
national education. The third experi-
ment was made by Mahatma Gandhi
when he founded the Gujarat
Vidyapith at Ahmedabad.

But the education given by our
Universities held the Indian mind in

its grip. Without it, the doors of the
government service and the profes-
sions were banned. The people, there-
fore, preferred the officially recogniz-
ed form of education, and none of
the three experiments took root.
Financial support was attracted to
each, not in the interests of education
but only because of the religious or
political cause which the founder
represented.

The fact, therefore, must be
accepted that our Ubiversities have
an established plece in the life of
our people. A parallel system based
on voluntary effort cannot take root.
And even if a pational Government
comes into existence the Westernised
mind of our present educationists
will impose a barrier against a com-
plete Indianisation of the spirit which
rules our Universities. But a new
outlook can certainly alter the
objective and-methods of education
in our institution.

- Creative Education which draws
jts sustenance from our Culture ie on
firm ground, It is formative in
charaocter, it rejects mere acquisition
of knowledge, and recognises that
self-discipline and consecration are
necessary to enable a student to
develop a personality which grows as
he grows older.

The deterioration of education
all the world over is mainly dus to
electivism. This word connotes that
all subjects have an equal educationa)
value In modern educational sys.
tems, it has transferred the emphasis
from classical and historical studies
to experimental and social sciences,
This movement is not restricted to
India; we are only aping Western
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faghions in education. It is the off-

spring of Westernism— the way of .
life evolved in Europe as 2 result of .

materialistic tecdencies, which has
made a fetish of experimental and
social sciences.

No doubt science has been

making rapid progress, and it is

necessary for every educated man
to possess technical knowledge. The
neede of national survival also render
it imperative that we must have
gcientific equipments of the. latest
type and the capacity to develop
them so as to be atreast of other
nations. But that is no reason why
we should sell our souls to West-
ernism by accepting electivism in
our educational system.

As a result of electivism being
popular multiple courses are laid
down in several varieties of subjects.
The underiyicg assumption is that
a knowledge of elementary chemistry
has the same formative value for
the student as the study of literary
masterpizcc or the history of India,
Greece or Rome. It was once seriously
contended in the TUniversity of
Bombay that the study of the
mother-tongue was superflous, Indian
bistory, a study of which has so
great a formative value, is being
replaced by that of world history,
It is forgotten that mechanical and
uninspiring memorising of a host of
facts relating to other lands and
pecples, cannot bave the same vaulue
for the Indian student as the history
of his own land.

_ Electivism goes further. It
claims that the teacher or the parent
can decide whether a child, in his
teens, is fit to take up arts, science,
commerce, or law. The bifurcation,
which at one time was at the post
intermediate stage, is now being
pushed back to the matriculation
stage, Attempts are made to push it

even still further, to the bextremely
unripe stage of the fourth standard.
The result is that the organic unity

of education, provided by a mini-

mum general course of studies has
been disappearing.

Modern education, in conse-
quence, has largely ceased to be
formative. It fails to teach perma-
nent values to man and only arms
him with more effective weapons.
A man educated under this system
may not be a man of culture despite
being equipped with scientific know-
ledge and skill, He is, generally, an
under-developed human though a
super developed machanic—a tech-
nological creature. His interests are
narrow, He is trained to look at
life from the angle of his special
subject which he bas chosen or
which is chosen for him. He has
no equipment for a complete life, his
moral values are warped.

Such men have built up the
militant organisation of materialism
acd developed a characteristic way
of life, Westernism. They find in
smut and sensation the joy of life.
They have destroyed the sanctity
of home and stood for easy and swift
divorce. They deride self-discipline,
for otherwise they cannot = justify
their lack of responsibility. They
scorn moral values and the possibility

- 01 a bigher destiny for man. They

admit nothing higher than the know-
ledge which subserves the immediate
practical ends of changing externals.
Such men have staged purges, mass
murders, Belsen horrors, - the wicked
displacement of men, women and
children by millions. =~ Where they
have not destroyed, they have esta-
blished soulless regimentation. They
have thus forced on the world a
moral crisis,

If this crisis has to be tided
over, the world must go back to for-

GROUP TESTS OF INTELLIGENCE

By Mr. K. SAGAR, M. A., B. T.
Karolbagh, Delki

OPULARITY of the Intelligence
Tests and their usefulness neces-
sitated the growth of Group

Tests. Though Group Tests cannot

replace the individual tests of intelli-
gence, yet, because the latter cannot
be given to a large pumber of
subjects at a time, they are no less
popular.

Since their first appearance a3
Alpha Tests, Group Teste have at-
tracted the attention of prominent
Paychologists all over the world.

These tests have been accepted uni- -

versally in principle, though thero is
some scepticisin as to tueir reliability.
This scepticism has been responsible
for bringing in several sets of Group

- Tests, varying groatly in form and in

substance. 1t 1is not possible to. sum
up these tests here, vor is it possible
to discuss the merits of each. I shall
attempt to give in brief what these
tests usually comprise.

i. Instruction Test

This is a very important test,
because many of us fail to carry out
accurately the instiuctions given. It
has been reported by the Administra-
tive authorities that 70% of the forms
received by them are wrongly filled.
An instruction test attempts to gauge

&1 Continued from preceding bage

mative education. At thbe early
college stage, intensive study of
deficite eubjects of purely cultural
interest are necessary to make the
student responsive to the higher
values of life. .

This is what Creative Education
aims at.

—The Social Welfare.

the power of listening, understanding
and remembering. It may be given
in some of the following forms.

I. To write a certain alphabet
or nunmber. -

II. To write a short answer (a
word) to a question, _

III, To draw a familiar figure,
a line, & c.rele, a triangle, a square or
a Cross.

IV. To cross cut certain words
or numbers

In its printed form it tests the
understanding. '

2, Analogy Test

Analogies were first used by
Cyril Burt for testing intelligence.
Now it is rare to find a group scale
which does not include analogies.

There are two kinds of analogies,
either free or controlled. In a con-
trolled analogy the subject is to
chcose from among the words sup-
plied, in the other he is to find s
word for himself. Both forms have
an importance of their own in testing
intelligence. ‘

3. Meaning of Werds and Sentences

Understandicg of words is an
esscntial part of a man’s attainments
and its testing no less important,
tuough there is a prejudice against
the lipguistic bias in intelligence
testing, ‘lhis test may take some
of the following forms :

I. To define words.

II. To chcose the appropriate
word corresponding to the one in
question from among the words
supplied,

IIl, To arrange some disordered
words so that they may make a senwe,
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IV. To mark the opposite of a

word among a set of given words,
V. To complete a narrative.

VI, To answer questions on a
set passage.

" Burt’s defintion test is considerad
to be the best for the purpose of test-
ing the understanding of the subject
as regards the meaning of words.
Binet also employs the device.

4, Arithmetic Test

Arithmetic plays an important
part in our daily life and an efficiency
in the use of rules of arithmetic may
well be considered an attribute of the
intelligent person: Arithmetic tests
usually comprise mechanical addition,
subtraction, multiplication and divi-
sion and also some easy and short
problems in arithmetical reasoning.
An arithmetio test may also be the
completion of a number series.

5. A Test In Logic

A logic test may not be separat-
ed from an arithmetic test, However,
some tests have. been separately
framed for the purpose. The subject
is asked, in these tests, to choose the
best reason of a number of alterna-
tives for a given problem,

6. General Knowledge Test

There are objections to the use of

a General Knowledge test as a test of
intelligence.  The unsoundness of
this test may be demonstrated by
the common joke about the ignorancs
of a city boy regarding the height of
‘a wheat tree’., Still there is an
excuse for including this test among
the intelligence tests, for we do
expeot people to have scme know-
ledge of their surroundings and keen-
ness for this knowledge may well be
a measure of their intelligence. It
is true that these tests cannot have
a universal application like other

tests, because the standard of general

kaowledge differs from country to

country and time to time,

7. Absurdity Test

This test has been found to be
most reliable of all the group tests
of intelligence. Most of the every
day jokes have an element of absur-
dity in them and in the failure of an
ordinary man in detecting it lies the
humcur of the joke. ,

I may make a mention of the

picture tests also. These tests were
framed for the illiterates primarily,

but the results obtained on them

have proved their efficacy for any
group of persons. They are as re-
liable as the individual tests and may
profitably be employed for supple-
menting linguistic tests especially
for children of primary classes, ‘

India is only beginning to realise
the importance of intelligence tests
It is for the first time now that these
tests are being used here for selective
purposes. They have mnot found
favour, with the educational autho-
rities even now.. Some individuals
have mare attempts in evolving
group tests - linguistic as well as
picture tests, but they 'are too
meagra and do not go beyond the
preliminary stage.

Though picture tests are of ims
mernse value, the linguistic tests have
an importance of their own in educa-
tion. They not only gauge the intel-
ligence of the child, but also help
the teacher in school organisation, in
framing a programme of education in
modifying his teaching and in ecater-
ing to the need of the individual
child, An acceptance of this mode
of testing in education will not only

-eliminate the tedium of examina-
tions but will also bring in a new

outlook in education; it will make
education child-centric.

ALLOCATION OF WORK IN SCHOOLS

By Mr. S. VASUDEVAN, Mm.a., B.T, M.R.S. T.

VERY Headmaster should see
E that no teacher is comparatively

overloaded with work. While
fixing each teacher’s work, he should
take into consideration the prepara-
tion involved, the actual teaching
work and the correction work which
the subject entails; as well as the
extra-curricular activities in his
charge. In certain schools, some
enthusiastic teachers are likely to
volunteer and take upon themselves
more than their legitimate share of
work but such a thing almost iavari-
ably results in a final break down.
Kurther it ends in a lot of heart-
burning among the rest of the staff.
It is not a mere platitude or truism
to say that the work al'otted toa
teacher should be commensurate with
his own gifts and abilities. In this
connexion it may not be out of place
to point out thav the attitude of
some teachers who demand allowances
for doing anything outside the
normal routine should be strongly

-discouraged.

Regarding the distribution of the
staff, three practices are in vogue:
{1) Going by seniority, {2) Going by
the particular aptitudes and suitabi-
lity of the masters for teaching the
classes concerned, (3) Rotation with-
in the department.

The first method has nothing to
commend itself. [t is the conven-
tion established in certain schools
that the senior most teacher should
handle the topmost :lasses, This is
based on the assumption that it is
infra dig on the part of a senior
teacher to teach the lower classes,
This method deprives the top classes
of the enthusiasm of the younger

members of the staff. At the same
time it denies the benefit of the exs
perience of the senior members to the
foundation stages, namely the lower
classes. The second criterion of
fitness and aptitudes is about the
best, Some teachers have a special
taste for teaching the younger pupils,
and surely that will -be happier and

‘more at home in their midst than

elsewhere. After all it is the interests
of the children and the institution
that should weigh in the matter of
the placing of teachers. In the in-
terests of the children, a tzazher

should be aked to teach the class

which he is best fitted to handle.

-Very often the most learned would

be more useful at the top classes, and
the most experienced at the lower
classes. For it is fatal for beginner
to be put under a master whose
teaching is dull, and discipline lax.

If we have several teachers
equally competent and anxious to
teach a class, the principle of rotation
could be applied. Thus for instance,
if we have two teacuers who have an
aptitude for teaching Mathematics
for the V and VI Forms, and if both
of them are well-fitted for the pur-
pose, they may be detailed to take
the V and VI forms alternately, so
that the teacher teaching the V Form
this year will move up to the VI
Form next year along with the set.
This will incidentally ensure conti~
nuity of teaching in Forms V and VI
and fix the responsibility for & batch
of pupils 0a one teacher to a greater
extent than othcrwise. Secoudly this
plan gives us the administrative con-
venience of baving two teachers on
the staff with experience in teaching

the two top classes.
L ]
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As for the question whether we
should have class-masters-or specia-

lists, each system has its own merits-

_and demerits. Under the specialist
system, the teacher will be tempted
to extend and deepen his knowledge.
It gives the pupils the stimulus of a
new teacher for every period. But
it bas its own drawbacks as well.
It artificially divides knowledge into
wat r-tight compartments and affords
little scope for correlation with other
subjects. Specialists ars apt to give
their pupils an undesirable over-dese
of their pet subjects. They uare also
likely to isolate themselves and their

subjects from the rest of the school.
Under the class-teacher system, the
teacher has opportunities for a great
deal of personal contact with his
pupils, and can cater for the indivi-
dual differences among the children.

Since correfation between the

“different subjects is more desirable

and feasible in the junior classes than
in the higher ones, and sinco the
senior classes demand the knowledge
of specialisbs, the class-teacher system
is preferable in the lower classes and
the specialist system in the higher

classes.

All-India Physical Educatisn Conference, Amraoti

[ FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT ]

AMeAOTI, AUGUST 13.

A deputation consisting of Chair-
man, Justice W. R. Puranik, (Vice-
Chancellor, Nagpur University).}Vice-
Chairman, Veer Wamanrao Joshi
{President, Amraoti Municipal Com-
mittee), Acharya Dada Dharmadhi-
kari, Mr. S. N. Agarwal, Frincipal,
Commerce College Wardha, Mr. R. V.
" Pant, Pleader and -Mr. Damodar
Mundhada waited on Sardar Vallabh
Bhai Patel at Wardha' on behalf of
. the Reception Committee of the All-
India Physical Education Conference
which will be held at Amraoti on
13th to 17th October 1918.

Sardar Patel expressed full sym-
pathy with the cause of the Con-
ference and has ajso agreed to issue
a message.

-~ The deputation then waited upon
Shri Sharat Chandra Bose. Shri Bose
has agreed to preside over the All-
Indxa Physical Education Conference.

Mrs."Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit has. been‘

invited to deliver the inaugural ad-
dress of the Conference. Further
invitations have been extended to
Col. Shah Nawaz to preside over the
function of the Voluntecrs’ Parade
and Flag Salutation and Shri Jag-
Jeewan Rao, Hazrijan Leader of
Bihar is requested to preside over
the DMass Driil Demonstration of
2,600 boys and girla.

Preparations for the Cooference

.are being speeded up and the build-

ings, hostels and grounds of the King
Edward Memorial College have bcen
secured for the purpose, A corps of
500 velunteers is being organised to
manage the Conference.

HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED FOR
Educational India
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panied by stamped addressed envelopes.
He will not, howaver, be responsible
for the loss of the MSS, if any.
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should be type-written and duly signed
by the author,
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A National Government
at the Centre

HIE announcement that an
Indian National Government
will be formed at the Centre

-is a land mark in the history of

our country. It is the first great
step in the fulfilment of the
nation’s ideal to be free and in-
dependent. For the first time
in the history of modern India
we will have a Government
manned entirely by the repre-
sentatives of the people. This
gives a guarantee that hencefor-
ward every thing will be done by

‘the Central G0vernment with

only one aim before it—the aim
of promoting the well-being of
the people of the country un-

w128 e
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trammelled by considerations of
the interests of the people of
England and other countries.

DDRESSING the Hindustani

Talimi Sangha Teacher-Train-
ers a few days ago, Mahatma
Gandhi is reported to have said:
* Shortly we are guing to have
our Government and so our basic
education, which is national edu-
cation as well, will prosper.
Therein we need harmonious
blending 6f our body, intelligence
and mind or soul.” It is because
as he says that with the esta-
blishment of our Government our
education also will prosper that
we bave to congratulate our-
selves on the establishment of
such a Government.

QOME may say that education is

a provincial subject and that
a Government at the centre may
not be able to do much to change
its character or content. But
though this is technically and
constitutionally correct there are
several factors which have to be
considered in this connection and
they will show that it will be an
easy thing for even a Govern-
ment at the Centre to bring
about revolutionary changes in
the educational policies and
programmes of Provincial Go-
vernments.

HE Congress
and the Par

that set the
ments in
direction an@

they have to un ertake. This j
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as much true of education as
of Khaddar or Prohibition or
cottage industries. The Congress
stands for a certain ideology, for
a certain way_of life and it is
but natural that Provincial
Governments belonging to, the
Congress Party—and this is the
case with most provinces—will
be guidéd in their educational
work by the views of the
Congress High Command and the
general objectives of the Congress
as they have been formulated
from time to time.

NOW, Basic Education is one of
the educational systems for
which the Congress stands and
it will become the duty of Pro-
vincial Governments tointroduce
that system into the Provinces.

OT only through the power

which the High Command
possesses over the Provincial
Governments, but also through
several other means will it be
possible for the new Central
Government to influence the
educational system in the Pro-
vinces.  The most important
means however is the grant of
special financial subsidies for

promoting the cause of education.

The Central Government has
larger resources at its disposal.
It is embarking on schemes of
post-war reconstruction and it
knows that the most effective
instrument of reconstruction is
education. It will therefore be
‘in a position to determine the
trends of educational policy
through a system of liberal
subsidies to Provincial Govern-
‘ments,

-schools are converted

UN DER these circumstances
what is necessary is for these
governments to once for all make

up their minds that basic edu--

cation as evolved by Mahatma,

Gandhi and as modified in the -

light of subsequent experience
is the system that they should
adopt in all schools in their juris-
diction. They should abandon
the policy of paying lip service
to it and continuing the worn-

-out system according to which

schools are run to-day.

AVING done this it is next
their duty to get a supply
within as short a period of time
as possible of teachers trained
in the ideals and practices of
basic education. In every pro-

vince there are numerous train- -
ing schools in which teachers are

trained. The best course to
adopt is to depute the head-
masters of these  schools to
Wardha, and make them under-
go training in the Wardha sys-
tem. This they can do within a

few months and they will then:

be in a position to train the tea-
cher-pupils in their schools in
the new method.

E find it necessary to offer
this suggestion as in some
provinces like DMadras, a few
training schools are being sepa-
rately started for giving training
in basic education.

matter of getting an adequate
supply of teachers. Instead of
starting afresh such schools it is
better that all existing training
in the

This will °
mean considerable delay in the .
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course- of the year into basic,

schools.

T is in stimulating work, in
directions like these, that the
new National Government will
be of invaluable help to the cause
of education in our country.

A University for Tirupati

HE . Congress Ministry in
! Madras has announced recent-
ly that steps will be taken to
utilise the income from temples
and other religious endowments
for the development of secular
education. This is a step in the
right direction and every one
should welcome it.

AMONG the temples in South

India the Tirupati Temple is
one of the richest and its annual
income comes to several lacs of
rupees. It is already maintain-
ing a number of Secondary
‘Schools, a College in Arts and
Science and another in Oriental
Learning. It is now proposed by
the Provincial Government to
constitute a separate University
at Tirupathi maintained out of
the Temple funds.

N this connection two points
may be kept in mind. One is
that the proposed University
may be regarded as a University
for the Rayalseema portion of
the Andhra country. Though
the Andhra or the Telugu speak-
ing districts are at present a
-part of the province of Madras

.there has been for a long time -

the growth of a separatist feel-

ing among the Andhras and they

have been, for more than a gene-
ration, agitating for the constitu-
tion of a separate province with
a separate University, High
Court and Government of their
own. In 1926 a separate Uni-
versity was established by Go-
vernment—the Andhra Univer-
sity. Originally - its jurisdiction
was extended to all the eleven
Andhra districts in the Province
but the change of the University
head-quarters from Bezwada to
Waltair—which is at the remote
corner of the Andhra Country—
resulted in the secession of the
five districts of Rayalseema or
West Andhra. The result is
that the jurisdiction of the
Andhra University is to-day re-
stricted to the six coastal dis-
tricts.

UT there has been a demand
from certain sections of the
people that Rayalseema should
once more be brought within the
jurisdiction of the Andhra Uni-
versity so that the cultural
unity of the Andhras might be
maintained and developed. The
people of Rayalseema however
are not very anxious for a change
like this. The move has come
more from the people of the
Circars—five of the six coastal
districts. To the people of Rayal-
seema, Madras is nearer and the-
Madras University has the repu-
tation of a Metropolitan Uni-
versity. They have therefore
objected to their inclusion in the
Andhra University again.

HE proposal to establish a
University at Tirupathi will
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have to be specially welcomed
by the people of Rayalseema as
Tirupathi is in their own area
and the University here may be
regarded as their own University.
‘In such a case the Andhra
country will have two Univer-
sities—one with headquarters in
-Waltair and the other at
Tirupathi. .

HE second point that may be

kept in mind is that it is best
that in the Tirupathi University
special prominence be given to
Humanities as  distinguished
from Science and Technology.
Such a course can be defended
from at least three standpoints.
In the first place, this University
is going to be maintained out of
Temple funds and it will be more
-appropriate to spend such funds
on Humanities-History, Sanskrit
and other languages, Philosophy,
Art ete.—than on experimental
Science. In the second place,
the Andhra University at Wal-

tair has been specialising in
sciences and techonological
courses, To introduce identical

or similar courses in Tirupathi
University will lead to much
overlapping ~and unnecessary
reduplication and consequent
waste of money. Such overlap-
ping should be avoided as far as
possible ; and this can be done
__best by the proposed University
developing courses in Humani-
ties. In the third place, there is
a more general point of view.
Most people recognise to-day
that the over-emphasis on Science,
and Technology has been "respon-
sible in every part of the world for
_the growth of materialism and
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an exaggerated value to the
physical side of life as. distin-
guished from the moral and spiri-
tual side and ina way this is
responsible for the growing fero-

city of war and the mass minders.

which follow in its train, There
should be an antidote to all this
if civilized humanity is to ser-
vive Otherwise they may not
only be further brutalization
but the destruction of humanity
itself. All this has to be avoided
and the instrument for it is the
right kind of humanistic edu-
cation : :

T is therefore hoped that when
the Madras Ministry undertakes
legislation for bringing into
existence a new University at
Tirupathi these points will be
kept in mind. “

‘World Student Relief’

N behalf of ¢<The World Stu-

dent Relief’, a delegation
from India, consisting of Mr. M.
Narasimha Rao, 8. A. (Hons.) and
Miss Pothan, B.a., ‘has left for
Burma on the 13th August. Their
work is to make a general survey
of the economic and social condi-
tions of the country, especially

- among the student world and

send up a report giving all the
statistical data and the nature
of the relief the Burmese require.

jT may be noted. that the

W. S. R. is a non-political body
which came into existence after
the War, with a view to give re-
lief to the students and Univer-
sities'in all the war-worn coun-
tries. We wish the delegation
every success in their work. )

~
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DELHI
NATIONAL CADET CORPS

To increase the cumber of potential
officers for the three armed szrvices, the
Government cf India has decided to set
up a Natioral Cadet Corps throughout
the country. The aims of this Corps will
be to develop leadetship, character and
comradeship among Indian vouths and to
siimulate interest in the defence of the
country.

Those cadets who undergo training in
the Corps but da not join the' Navy, the
Army or the Air Force would still be
available in a national emergency to pro.

* vide a reserve of leadcrs.

A Nationa! Cadet Corps Committee
has been set up to study the whole ques.
tion and make recommendations for the
establishment, cn a foll national basis, of
a cadet corps organisation, which may
comprise both schools and colleges. The
Committee will decide whether the training
of cadets should be confined to basiz
training common to all the three ser.
vices or whether cadz's shuuld be encoura.
ged to specialise in one of the services
only.

At the first meeting of the Comse
mittee at New Delhi this month, it was
decided to contact the Secretaries of the
Education Departments of the various
Provinces and States in order to ensire
their co.operaticn.  When the required
material has been collected a sub-com-
mittee will tour the Provinces and some
oithe bigger Indian States 1o examine
the pocition on the spot, It is hoped that
this will enable the Committee to frame
such recommendations as will command
the widest support. -

UNIVERSITY GRANTS
COMMITTEE

The Government of India have ap.
poioted the followirg as additional mem-
beis of the University Grants Committee,

for the period ending June 3, 1950: Sir
Rustom P. Masani, lately Vice-Chancellor,
Bon bay University, Bombay ; Dr. Zakir
Hussain, Principal, Jamia Millia, Islamia,
Deihi; Dr. C. V. Chandrasekharan,
lately pro-Vice Chancellor, Travancore
University-

The pumber of members of the Come
mittee has been raised from four to seven
in view of the additional responsibility
that the University Grants Committes
will bave to undertake in the develop.
ment of University Education in this
country.

INDIAN STUDENTS IN
AMERICA

Qut of a total of 339 foreign students
who arrived in  America to study
in Universities ucder the United States
State Department cultural exchange pro.
gramme, 213 are Indians, according to an
announcement by the State Department.

MADRAS

S. S. L. C. BOARD
RECONSTITUTED

The Government of Madras have re.
ccostituted the Secondary School Leaving
Certificate Board, chapging its name as
the Board of Secondary Education.

The Board will hereafter consist of
25 members, four of whom would be
officials, ten representatives of the Univer-
sities, 1wo of teachers, two of manage-
ments, two of technical education, two
deparimental officers, and three of other
interests,

No member of the Board should ac.
cept any examinership or paper-setting
work in connection with any examination
under.the control of the Board during tha
period of his membership.

The Board would advise the Director
of Public Instruction on all matters refere
red to it in connecticn with secondary edu-
cation and would gererally be responsible
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for the conduct of all public examinations
at the end of the High School counrse,

UNIVERSITY EDUCATION
REORGANISATION SCHEME

It is learnt that the Government of
Madras have decided to reorganise Univer-
sity education in the presidency. In this
connection, it is likely that an experts
committee may be appointed with eminant
educationists both from this province and
outside. :
~ Another committee may also be formed
at an early date in connection with amend-
ing the Madars University Act. .

EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTS

The educational programmes of All.
India Radio, Madras for High Schoeols for
the current quarter is quite impressive in.
as much as the broadcasts will be in two
gessicns instead 'of in one as hitherto,
There will be four programmes per week
in English, three in Tamil and three in
Teluga. Iostruction in General, History
and Geography, Literature and Arts and
Science is provided for in addition to fort.
nightly pews-reviews and talks on events
of topical importance.

HINDUSTAN SCOUT
ASSOCIATION

Mr. K. A. Nachiappa Gounder, accom-
panied by Mr. N. M. R. Subbaraman, Mr,
V. S. Ratnasabapathi and others met the
Prime Minister on behalf of the Hindustan
Scout Association and presented a memo.
randum urging that the Government should
make a grant of Rs, 20,000 to the Asso-
ciation as it was working strenuously for
the proper training of youth.. They also
said that they intended tc work some of
the items - of the Congress constructive
programme like the promoticn of Hindi,
- handspinning, Harijan uplift and village
service.

The deputation also met the Educa.
tion Minister.

BOMBAY

BASIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE :
DISCUSSION AT POONA

The policy the Provincial Govern.

ments should follow in the matter of Basic
- Education and problems connected with
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the introduction of compulsory primary
education were discussed at the Educa.
tional Conference convened in Poona by
Mr. B. G. Kher, Prime Minister of
Bombay.

The Conference was attended by five
Provincial Education Ministers, Mr, Badri.
nath Varma, Mr. S. V. Gokhale, Mr. Avis
pashilingam Chettiar, Mr. L. Misra, and

. Mr. Mohomed Yahya (N. W.F), and

amopgst others by the Secretary of the
Government of India, Eduocation Depart.
ment, Dr. Zakir Hussain, Dr. E. W.
Aryanayakam, Mr. Anath Nath Basn,
Rajkumari Amrit Kaunr, Acharya J. B.
Kripalani, Mr. J. C. Kumarappa, and
Mr. Bharatan Kumarappa.

The gereral opinion at the Confe.
rence appeared to be that Basic Educae.
tion was no motre in an experimental stage,
and it should now be adopted as a general
policy for primary #nd secondary educa.
tion and be implemented gradaally.

Mahatma Gandhi, who addressed the

Conference in the afternoon, made a strong
case for Basic Education. Gandhiji was
also of the opinion that English chould
have no place in our - life, except in the
university, where it would have its place
owing to that Jangnage being a universal
one, )
PLACE OF ENGLISH IN
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The Educational Conference, con.
vened by Mr. B. G. Kher, Premier of
Bombay, took up rhe consideration of the
place of English in secondary schools,
especially in the first three vears, when
it resumed its =eszion cn July 31.

The general opinion of the Conference
embodied in a resolution, was that English
should have no place in the whole course
of Basic Education, extending over seven
ar eight years, unless the mother-tongue

of the pupils concerned was English,

The effect of this would be that English

will not be taught ae a compulsory

subject upto about four years prior to the
entry for the University education.

The conference generally agreed that

the present system of primary education,

controlled by local bodies was inefficient. .

There was a lot of wastage of money aud

effort. The majority favoured, therefore, -
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that primary education should be the
responsibility of the Provincial Govern-
ment.

It was also agreed that effective local
co-operation and enthusiasm must be there
for introduction of compulsory primary
edacation. Some system had, therefore,
to be devised to combine local enthusiasm
with centralised efficiency. It was stated
at the Conference that maost of the Educa-
tion Ministers had now under considera~
tion the question of how best to make
administation of Primary education efficient,

The Conference also adopted urpani-
mously Mrs. Ashadevi Aryanayakam’s
resolntion to the effect that the programme
cf primaty and secondary education
should take icto account the physical and
health development of the chiidren in ths

country.

THE POONA UNIVERSITY

With tbe coming of the popular
Government in power in the Bombay Pre.
vince and Mr. B. G. Kher accepting the
Portfolio of Education, the realisation of
the scheme of a university for Mahae-
rashtra appears to be a thing of certainty,
oce that would fully shape itself in a year
ortwo. We are glad to note that the
preliminary work such as the selection of
a site is being: dcne by a sub committee
appointed for the purpose.

BENGAL

FACILITIES FOR HIGHER
TECHENICAL EDUCATION

Decision to survey the existing faci-
lities for higher technical education in
India with a view to determining the im.
mediate and long-term requirements of
the country as a whole, was taken at the
first session of the Co-ordinazng Com-
mittee of the All-India Council for
Technical Education, which recently
met at Calzutia uuder the chairmaus.
ship of Mr. Nalini Ranjan Satker..- To
elicit this icformation, the Commitiee
have decided that a detailed questionnaire
should be issued to varicus technical in-
stitutions at present existing in the country.
The iztention is to strengthen the existing
educational institutions where possible,

DEGREE COURSE FOR -
ARCHITECTURE

The Calcutta University is to instis
tute a course of study for degrees of
Bachelor of Architecture and Regicnal
Planning, Master of Regional Planuing
and Master of Architectare.

C. P

INDIAN LANGUAGES
AS MEDIUM

The Nagpar University has decided
to introd uce Hindi, Mahrathi, and Urdu as
compulsory media of instruction in all
schools with effect from July next year.

The Nagpur University has approach-
ed the Central Provinces Government for,
a grant of R? one lakh for preparaticn of
text-bocks in Indian languages.

The Vice.Chancellor of tke Nagpur
Uriversity, Mr. Justice Puranick, address«
ing the University caid that Enelish has
been completely eliminated as a medium of
instruction,

) Mr, Justice W. R. Puranick added
that last year the University allowed intro.
duction of Indian languages as media of
instruction in the colleges at Nagpur and
Wardha and the resulis of the experiment
were considered very successful. Mr. Para-
nick expressed the hope that the Central
Provinces High School Board would also
take similar acticn, :

- —

U. P.

ELIMINATING ENGLISH IN
HINDU UNIVERSITY

An important step towards eliminas
ticn of English language from the Benares
Hindu University except as a foreign lane
guage was taken i1oday when Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya inavgerated none
language classes, in science and arts
colleges where Hindi would be used as

_the medium of iostruction. About 150

students bave joined these classes.—
“WOMEN CAN STUDY
THE VEDAS"

Women can learn the Vedas. This
decision of the Committee appointed by
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the Senate of ths Benares Hindu Univet.
sity with Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya
as Cbhairman, announced recently sets at
rest the controversy on the question
whether women can get training in
Paurochitya and Karma Kanda (Hinda
rituals and ceremonies).

The Committee’s findings are; The

existing colleges of Oriental Learning and
Theology shall be amalgamated into the
Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya under the faculty
of Oriental Learning, including the Vedas,
upto the Acharya stage, and shall be open
to all irrespective of caste, creed and sex.
. The Faculty of Theology will arrange
for the religions instruction of the Hindu
students and training in Paurchitya and
Karma Kanda.

ADMISSION GRANTED» TO LADY
APPLICANT

Permission for admission to the Madh-
yama Veda class of the Sanskrit Maha-
vidyalaya has been granted to Miss Kal-
yani Devi whose application for admis.
sion had earlier been rejected.

BIHAR
BIHAR TEACHERS' DEMANDS

Resolutions demanding 100 per cent
‘increase in basic initial pay and a tem.
porary cost of living allowance at the rate
of 20 per cent of the salary were passed at
a provincial rally of teachers held at Patna,
A Council of Action was formed for
launching direct action in case their de-
mands were not met by Government by
Qctober.

ASSAM

COMPULSORY EDUCATION
IN ASSAM :

With a view to introduce universal,
free and compulsory Primary education in
Assam as early as possible a Bill is being
introduced in the Assam Assembly early
this month by Mr. G. N. Bardoloi, the
Premier, The Bill will empower the Gove.
roment to set up a central organisation,
largely non-official in character with
ample pawers for ridding the . province of
Qlllteracy.

v
—
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UNIVERSITY FOR FRONTIER

The Frontier Government has decid-
ed to implement the proposal and as a first
step has appointed a Committee under the
Chairmanship of Mr. Muhammed Yahya
Jan, Minister for Education, to advise the
Government in setting ap the University.

"HYDERABAD

PRIMARY EDUCATION

Compulsory primary education is to
be.introduced with immediate effect in
Hyderabad State, it is learnt.

H.E. H. the Nizam, it is understood
has approved the compalsory primary
education regulation with orders that it
should be immediately enforced in the city
of Hyderabad, the headquarters of each
subas (Hyderabad State is divided into
four subas), any two_district headquarters
and in some taloks and rural areas
where conditions are favourable.

The regulation provides for compule
sory primary education of bays, but may
be extended by a natification ta cover also
education for gitls. The *Regulation pro-
vides that every guardian in a particular
area where the Regulation is enforced is
under obligation to get his ward admitted
to school and arrange for his proper
attendance uoless reasonable cause is
shown for-acting otherwise. A local Com-
mittee of Attendance will be set up in each
area where the regulation is enforced.
Parents or guardiars found guilty of not
sending children to school after warning
from a Magistrate are liable to a fine Rs. 2
in the first instance, but the fine may be
extended to Rs, 20 for repetition of the
offence. The Regulation also prohibits
employment of boys in private service
during schos! hours,

MYSORE
° NATIONAL PLANNING
COMMITTEE ‘

The Gorernment of Mysore have de-
cided to contribate Rs. 2000 annually to
the National Planning Committee, The
Commissioner  of Economic Development

-and Planning in Mysore will attend the

meetings of the Committee representing
the State,

Y ~ -
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NEHRU’S MESSAGE TO
WORLD STUDENTS’ CONGRESS

- Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru sent
the following message, through the
Indian student delegates to the World
Students’ Congress which is held in
the 3rd week of August.

¢ Through my young friend Ram
Krishna Bajaj and oth:r delegates
who are going to the World Students’
Congress frem India, 1send my
greetings and good wishes to the
Congress which is meszting in the
historic city of Prague. The worid
is in 2 bad way and, though the
World War,is over, we live still in the
tension of conflict and possible future
wars. It is for the youth of the world
to rescue humanity from this tragie
round and to build anew on surer
foundations. Those foundations must
mean the elimination of Fascism and
imperialism and colonialism and ra-
cialism and the domination of one
country or peopls or class over
ancther. Only then will the
true  foundaticns of peace and
progress be laid and the fear of war
removed and the various peoples of
the world co-operate together to build
a new order of freedom for man. For
freedom is indivisible, just as peace
is to.day indivisible. Apnd to this
great task, 1 hope the Students’ Con-
gress will devote itself

Mr. B. G. KHER ON -
TECHNICAL EDUGCATION

The importance of rapidly ex-
panding the facilitiee for technical
education in India if she is to take
her proper place among the nations

of the world was stressed by Mr. B.G,
Khber, Premier of Bombay, inaugurat-
ing the textile cegree course of the
Victoria Jubilee  Technical Institute
at Bombay.

Mr. Kher, referring to the neces-
sity ot teachnical education, said that
the impact of two successive world
wars and the rapid strides made in
industrial development in this coun-
try had brought home to everyone
that technical education was the
urgent need of industrial India to day.

““Free India” Mr. Kher con-
tinaed “‘will immediately take up the
task of converting its abundant raw
materials to the service of the country
and I foresee a rapid development of
industries, including of course, the

cottage industries, The National Gov-
ernment of free India will no doubt
lay down its policy as reg:rds the
big-scale and cottage industries of
the country. But even for the proper
developmert of cottage industries, a
good deal of technical knowledge and
ekill are necessary and we must not
be compeiled to depend upon foreign
countries to provide these.”

Mr. M. RUTHNASWAMI ON
CONSCRIPTION FOR EDUCATION

The part that youths could play
in the educational and social uplift
of the masses was emphasised by
Mr. M. Ruthnaswami, Vice-Chan-
cellor, Annamalai University, presi-
ding over a Conference of Youths
at Madras.

Mr. Ruthnawami said thag
youths every-where in the world
were confronted with a great crisis,



g4 EDUCATIONAL IND{A

Many of their young men had gone
to the war services, occupying re-
munerative posts, but they were now
being demobilised and faced the
problem of finding employment. The
educational needs of the country, he
said, offered a great scope for the
employment of the youth of the

country. Conscription, as suggested.

by some for undertaking the delicate
work of education, he said, would
lead to failure. Love and loyalty to
the work were required on the part
of those imparting ‘education: it
would. therefore, be dangerous to
resort to conscription for the promo-
tion of education in the country.

Sir 8. V. RAMAMURTHI ON
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Sir 8. V. Ramamurthi, Chief
Secretary to the Madras Government,
discussed problems of rural develop-
ment with Ministers and other
authorities in Bombay during his
recent visit to that city. The geperal
lines of development contemplated
in that province, he said in a Press
interview, are the same as in Madras.
Detailed plans are still in the making.

Sir S.V. Ramamurthi said: Pre-
vious attempts at rural development
-failed largely because the village was
.too small a unit to satisfy modern
needs while a taluk was too large. A

firka with -a population of twenty -

thousand to forty thousand persons
is comparable in strength of popula-
tion to & ‘municipality while its
density of population is that of a
village. If such a unit of population
restricted to, say five square miles,
can bave amenities like a hospital, a
-bigh "school, a poet and telegraph
. office, & cinema, a mechanical work-
shop, a store of consumer goads, there
is no reason why with the expanded
.8pace and timme sense which science
.has given us the same strength of

Population spread over a firka of say
100 8q miles should not have them
too. The way to urbanise villages is

to group them. A firka may havea

municipal union for administration

purposes and a co-operative banking )

union: for economic purposes. Rural
development by being expanded to
what may be called urban develop-
ment, offers chances of success in
the immediate future in Madras.
The snccess of such a scheme is likely
to be followed up by similar action
in other provinces.

w——

Justioe N, CHENDRASEKHARA
AIYAR ON TEACHERS’ PAY

Mr Justice N. Chandrasekhara
Aiyar addressing a meeting of the
Agsociation of Headmasters and
Headmistressss of the Madras Corpo-
ration Schools, said that in trying to
solve present-day problems in the
field of education, they should ' build
on the escential foundations of the
past, accepting the inevitability of
modern conditi:ns,

Mr. Chandrasekhara Aiyar em-
phasised that free and compulsory
education in this country must be
prcmoted until there was no illite-
racy. Government were uader an
obligation to see that education upto
the secondary stage was made availa-
ble to the poorer clasees. Govern-
ment should subsidise private schools
for the purpose, making education
upto this stage voluntary but still
free. If the Government did not
heve the necessary money, it must be
secured and used for the payient of
liberal salaries to teachers. Paying
the teachers a starvation allowance
as at present was a thing which
ought not to be allowed —a thing
which every member of society, offi-
cial or non-official, in the ministry or
outside it, should see eradicated as
quickly as possible.

- e
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The Dilemma of the Universities

T it be admitted that the universi-
ties are to-day facing a situation
which can only be described as

critical, it would be foolish to insist
that it is, in any =ense, new.
Throughout the greater part of the
nineteenth contury it was the ambi-
tion of the vonng research worker to
be appointed to a professorship and
to become head cf a university de-
partment. Such a position gave him
a real opportunity to develop his
talents, It gave him an audience,
prestige, security. and even comforts;
and the advancement of learning was
considered to be his primary duty.

- To-day the position is very different.

The position of professor or head of a
university department has become an
administrative post which consumes
much time and epergy and which is,
it must be frankly confessed, no
longer tempting to the research
worker. Unless the universities can
continue to attract men and women
who are genuinely interested in resea-
rch to fill the highest and most
influential posts, they will undoub-
tedly degenerate, lose their signifi-

caice, and become routine education-
‘al mills,

When the medieval university

was flourishing in the first half of the -

thirteenth century it owned no pro-
perty, had uo buildings, and emplo-
yed no salaried teachers. It wasa
free association of teachers and stu-
dents, Its purpose was to transmit
a body of knowledge, to keep tradi-
tions pure, to interpret and to evalu-

-ate. But when a pew =ocial and

economic order began in the early
days of the Renaissance,to shake the
fourndations of the Middle Ages,

‘appealing to the individual in man
‘and stirring him into rebellion against
traditional authority, the university

:Becatﬁe a stronghb]d of conservatisx
‘and clung desperately to medieval

forms. . The result was that the
humanities flourished more at the
courts than in the universities; and
Marsigrio FiciNo’s Platonic Aca.
demy was, as early as the fifteenth
century, more inspiring than the
studium generale of Florence. What
was true of the humanities was still
more true of the sciences, The great
humanist, Physician FraoasTorO was
not a professor but a country doctor
who practised in the neighbourhood
of Verona; and CopERNIOUS made a
living as administrator of an estate,
When the Reformiation finally des-
troyed the harmony of the medieval
university, the opportunity to create
a new type of school which would
have been broad enough to include
the new science had already been
lost.

The present crisis is, neverthe-
less, basically different from that
which befell the university in the
sixteenth century, but failure to find
a golution will have a similar resnls,
Tn the sixteenth century the univer-
gity was unable to accept the new
science, and remsained medieval in
a modern world. To-day the new
gcience and learning are not only
accepted by the universities bus
have, in large measure, developed
under their stimulus. Ths specializa-
tion of research is a procss3 which
has developed within the universitizs;
but, if they fail to adjust themselves
to new conditions, the result will bo
the same as in the previous crisis.
Research will become completely
divorced frcm the university. Already
there exist institutions which permit
a scholar to pursue his researches
without being burdened by admini-
strative duties, The College de France
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is an outstaﬁd'ing exaniplé ; but there

are many which have more than
justified their existence. No educa-
tionist would wish them abolished or
deny the importance of their contribu-
tion—as long as they supplement,
but do not replace, research work in
the universities.

University education, . divorced
from research work, must inevitably
become sterile, What constitutes
higher education is the fact that
young people are granted the privi-
lege of spending a few years in the
closest association with men and
women whose life work is devoted to
the advancement of knowledge. Nor
is this the whole story. The research
worker who is not brought into the
closest contact with students is rarely,
if ever, tempted to look beyond the
immediate needs of his own genera-
tion. Still more disastrous, perhaps,
is the knowledge tliat his primary
responsibility is to present the results
of his work to a learned society com-
posed of specialists who are familiar
with the problems he is discussing.
Even if his presentation is not too
clear, they will understand him. Only
the research worker who is compelied
to address students is forced to think
through his problem and present
them logically and simply.

-

* as needless as it is wasteful.

If the wuniversities are to remain
active centres of research work, and
if university appoictments are to con-
tinue to be_attractive to research
workers, it is urgently necessary to
introduce drastic reforms. Academie
admipistrative work is important.
Without it departments would dis-
integrate. But to impose the burden
of administrative duties on men and
women who are essentially scholars is
What-
ever may prove to be the right solu-
tion must be one which will give the
research worker time and leisure to
engage in his studies, which will per-
mit bim to give few but significant
courses in subjects that happen to be
close to his hearts, and which will

afford him abundant opportunities to -

meet with colleagues and students. To
dream of a return to the days when
the professor worked av home in his
private study or laboratory would be
idle romanticism. The present trend
is towards more specialization. To
ignore it, or evea to attempt to deay
it, would be disastrous. But, ifa
solution is to be found to the dilemma
of the universities, it is necessary to
think of a department not in terms
of a hierarchy but of a cooperative
specialized group in which the resear-
ch workers will have the least admi-
nistrative burden, ‘
-~The Times Educational Supplement.

Nursery Schools in Soviet Russia -
By Mus. J. B. PRIESTLEY

AST autumn I spent seven weeks
in Soviet Russia, travelling from
Moscow to Kiev and the Ukraine,

from thence to the Southern Repub-
lics in the Caucasus, back to Moscow,
and on to Leningrad.
My husband and I went to see
every kind of work—mills, factories,
and collective farms,” In Russia,

maternity and child welfare work, as .

well as the running of nursery schools,
is operated generally through the
trade unions in the case of profes.
sional workers. Every large collec-
tive farm, mill, or factory has a share
of the profits to spend on any farm
of welfare or recreation. Some col-
lective farms have a theatre and a clup

gchool children,

on duty in each room,
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house ; most factories have excellent
recreation centres and own a hotel 'in
a forest or by the sea. Kvery group
of workers we saw had chosen,
through their trade union or society,
to run maternity and child welfare
ceptres and a'l possessed, in addition,
8 nursery school. The nursery school
age in Ruasia is three to seven.
Altogether I saw nine nursery
schogls, two in Moscow, one in Kiev,
two on collective farms, one in Tiflis,
one in Stalingrad, and two in Lenin-
grad.' In almost every case my visit
was made without warning. When
visiting a collective farm or factory
I merely asked in passing whether I
could visit the nursery school. . The
answer was always ““Yes,” and 1
thus had a good opportunity of see-
ing these schools on a normal running

-day. I will say at once that, where

ever I went these schools were
extraordinarily fine. They were at
least as good as the best in this

couniry,
Neatness and Order

My first visit was to the Java
tobaccc factory echool in Moscow,
which 1 also visited on a second
occasion. The first time 1 arrived
just after the children’s lunch, when
they were already in bed for their
midday rest. As they sleep in dor-
mitories I saw only empty nurseries.
'I'hese were all 8o neat, and the toys
in such splendid order that 1 could
hardly believe that such an orderly
school could cater for normal nursery
The second time I
arriverl at tea-time. The directress,
8 handsome middle-aged woman of
character acd dignity, took me to see
the children who were sitting at
small tatles in fours. They were so
busy eating that they hardly had
time to talk or to notice us. One
nurse or nursery school teacher was
On two sides

of the nursery were open toy cup-

boards with constructional and mani- .
pulative toys. Op the third side was

a carpat with little chairs and dolls,

toy cots, and other furniture as well

as stuffed toys of various Kkinds.

Windows, plants in pots, an aqu-

arium, and a tiny greenhouse with

plants growing took up most of the

fourth side.

When tea was finished the
children got up, said ‘* Thank you,”
and went to wash their hand, They
came back eagerly and ran to diffe-
rent toys. Some children played at
mothers and fathers with dalls, and
one child * played the piano” and
sang, using the bottom of an eacel as
keyboard.

At first all the childran seemed
to me like little boys becanse of their
cropped heads, but this 1 discovered
is the Russian fashion in nursery -
schools, and 1 soon heard by their
names that at least half were little
girls.  About five o’clock mothera
began to put their heads round the
door, not to the directress, and call
to Masha or llya to come home., The
childien were all glad to see their
mothers, but one or two begzed to
play a little longer.

A Physical Cultural Class

The directress next asked if I
would like to see a physical culture
class. As we have no drill in our
English nursery schools I was in-
terested to see what this would
involve.,. The hall was quite large
ard contained a grand piano. The
children wore white blouses and dark
skirts or knickers, and looked extre-
mely vigorous aud sturdy. There
was no actual drill, but the class
opened with a sort of eurythmic play,
the children pretending to be animals
and making up their own “dances.
Then they played a game like hunt
the thimble, and later -did some
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Russian peasant dances. The half.
hour was obyiously greatly enjoyed
by the children. Every summer the
children go to the country for two or
three months and, perhaps as a result
of this, the general standard of
sturdy good.health was quiet remark-
able. The directress herself, quiet

in manner and obviouely a tower or_

strength to her staff and to the
children, took me all round her large
school and showed me everything-—
kitchens, bathrooms, lavatories, dor-
mitories, nurseries, and cloakrooms.

'Quallty of Teachers

Perhaps what impressed me most
about Soviet nursery schools was the
excellence of the staff. They seemed
to bavoe every possible quality needed
for the care of children. The chil-
dren were happy, well occupied and,
as in all good nursery schools, the
teacher remained unobtrusively in
the back-ground, but watchful aad
ready to guide with a word. The
training of nursery school teachers
does not fast so long as ours and
many of those to whom I talked had
only been through a short course
after high school.

It secmed to me that there were
three reasons for the outstandingly
high quality of these teachers. In
the first place every Soviet woman
seems to feel deeply the importance
"of her work to the country. She has
a real sense of vocation. The secend
reason lies in the Russian genius for
direct simple personal relations. Tte
relations between children and staff
were quite excellent— easy, spon-
taneous and affectionate, Thirdly,
teachers in the Soviet Union are
valued and honoured members of the
comwmunity, Like all citizens whose
work is of cultural value they receive
special privileges.

—The Times Educaticnal Supplement,
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SHIVAJI—by C. A. Kincaid— Pub-

lished by Messrs Macmillan & Co., -

Pp. 111. Price, Re. 1/

This is no unwelcome addition
to the biographical sketches that are
already in existence of the great
Maharatta hero. Mr. Kincaid who
bas laboured so assiduously and fruit-
fully in digging the mine of TIndian
History and legend and fable has
now succeeded in producing a short
but at the same time vivid and com-
plete biographical account of one of
the greatest of our national herces.
He has not been betrayed by racial
prejudices into painting Sivaji asa

=cruel and faithless adventurer, The’

biography is conceived in a spirit
of sympathy and :dmiration, In
seventeen short but well-planed
chapters he has narrated the stirring
story of Sivaji’s life and has shown
bow “in personal activity Sivaji ex-
ceeded all gencrals of whom there is
record,” how he met every emer-
gency, however sudden or extreme,
with instant discernment and un-
shaken fertitude, and how the ablest
of his officers acquiesced in  the
imminent superiority of his genius
and the bravest of his soldiers boast-
-ed of having seen Sivaji charge
sword in hand. If it is true as Long-
fellow has eaid in ever-memorable
words, that lives of great men all
remind us-that we can make our
lives  sublime and departing
leave behind us foot-prints on the
sands of time, this brief life-sketch

of the great national hero deserves-

to be placed in the hands of our
school, boys. Even if tbey cannot
be inspired to any heroic action, the
young boys who read this book will
be filled with a spirit of patriotism
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and they will be enabled to realise
that their lot has fallen on fair
ground and that they .have a goodly
heritage. ‘

The get-up of the book is in
keeping with the high standards
which we have always associated
with the eminent publishers,

THE ENID BLYTON NATURE
READERS 2]—30. Published by
Messrs Macmillan & Co., p.p. 32
each.’” Price eight pence each,

Children are invariably fond of
reading stories and a good story well
told, will hold them from play and
command their attention. The best
way of instructing them in any
subject of study is to weave the facts
that are sougiit to be imparted into a
facinating story cspable of apvealing
to the imagination of the child. The
pill of instrustion will bs readily
swallowed for the sake of the sugar
coating of the narrative. Bearing in
mind this cardinal fact concerning
the psychology of the child Enid
Blyton has produced a number of
small storv btocks embodying a
vast range of Nature facts and
giving a clear and comprehensive
review of the science of life in so
far as it can be understood by
young children. The facts of birth,
nutrition, growth and reproduction in
so far as they relate to plants and
birds and many small insects and
reptiles have been presented in the
form of simple tales which will make
ao indelible impression on the minds
of young children, the books consti,
tute a veritable mine of iuformation
regarding plant and animal life
and should prove very popular
with the children for  whom
they are intended, The children wiil
acquire knowledge and derive guidan-

ce while they are being entertained.
Thus the teachers will find these
books very useful in laying the foun.-
dation for later study of sciznce.
The exeellant printing and the neat
and attractive get-up and above all
the heautiful pictures make these
books ideal for  supplementary
reading,

MODERN AUTOBIOGRAPHY — AN
ANTHOLOGY —Edited by F. T.
Wood. Published by Messers Mace
millan & Co., Pp. 245., Price 3/6,

Of the various kinds of literary
composition, perhaps autobiography
may be considered to be the most
difficult. The aut-biographer must
inspire in others an interest in those
experiences of his life which. have
made a strong impression on his mind
without at the same time being prig-
gish or egotistic. That is the reason
why there are very few good auto-
hiographies. In the volume before
us we have extracts from fourteen
good autobiographies. Care has been
taken by the editor to ses that each
extract is as far as possible, complete
in itself. The wvariety of fare pro-
vided in the book will be realised
when it is borne in mind that ouly a
few of the writers here represented
are avowedly men or women of letters
and even their accounts of their life’s
experiences are not all of a pisce. The
others from whose memories the ex-
tracts are taken aire so diverse as a
war correspondent, a trap, an airman,
u lady of leisure, a taxi driver, a
farm labourer and a hospital nurse.
At the same time no extract has been
included bus has & distinet literary
merit of its own. .

Some good autobiozraphies hava
been produced in the English langa-
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age by Indians and they have an
undoubted place in the history of
English Literature unless we are
going to narrow down the definition
of English literature to include only
books produced in the United-King-
dom. The Indian Student would
certainly like to have, in a volume
like the present, extracts from the
autobiographies at least of Mahatma
Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore.
The value of the volume is considera-
bly enhanced by the brief notes and
exercises given at the end, The book
can be profitably prescrited for .non-
detailed study in our colleges.

OXFORD PAMPHLETS ON INDIAN
AFFAIRS

No. 36 IRAN by Mubammad Igbal_

No. 37 ASSAM by Alban Ali and
Eric Lambert. 32 Pages each
Price 6 as. each. Oxford Univer-
gity Press.

These two Pamphlets are vala-
able additions to this handy ency-
clopaedia which is in process of pro-
duction by the Oxford University
Press for the information of the lay
reader who is interested in contem-
porary affairs.

The pamphlet on “Iran’ has a
place in the series relating to Indian
Affairs on -account of the long

associaticn between the two countries,
an association that was so close at
one time that Persian,

under the
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acoount as is possible]in its. short
compass of the history as well
a8 the geography of Iran, The
country has a peculiar constitution —
& bicameral legislature consisting
of the Senate and the Majlis subjeet
to the supreme authority and control
of the Shah. Its oil-fields and its
strategical position prompt the
westeru nations to seek to establish
a zone of influence in that country,
The lay reader gets plenty of informa-
tion regarding this country in this
Pamphlet. [t is written by the
Professor of Persian in the Univer-
sity of the Panjab who has travelled
extensively in Iran, who is a member
of the Iranion Academy and who has
produced already some important
books bearing on the history of
Persia. ‘

The Pamphlet on ‘ Assam,’ the
joint production of two officers of tke
Indian Police who'can lay claim to
16 years varied experience in Assam
and also can boastof Literary
leanings gives us an account of
the Cinderalla Province of India-
its geographical situation and past
history, its climate and its people,
its. Fauna and Flora. The authors
point out how the people of Assam
stand to-day at the parting of the
ways with immense possibilities of
the development ot the Province’s
resources in the coming years. A
generous subvention from the Centre

~and the development of the Pro-

vince’s coalficlds and hydro-electric
power added to the improved com-
munications made possible by the
war will assure Assam’s industrial
future and, in the words of ‘the
authors, the country of the Golden
Gardens will be transformed into the
country of the Garden Cities.

’
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