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*SHORT .STORY.

Zones. The names in the story have,
of course, been disguised.

This is a true tale of France when it
was still divided into Qccupied and Unoccupied

HOW THE PLAGUE CAME TO CAGNAC

By Paul L. Bowen

From Free World, New York.

s & (0) ¢ cmrn

The deceased must have been dearly
beloved, for more than a hundred
mourners escorted the coffin to the tiny
burial ground of the village of Cagnac
in Northern France. And Cagnac num-
bers but 735 souls, not counting the
dead that lie beneath the sod. The
priest, too, eloquently praised the de-
parted, dwelling upon his outstanding
contributions to the community. Never-
theless, as soonn as the funeral service
was - over, the mourners dispersed
quickly. They seemed to vanish from

o the scene in the autumn haze.

There was nothing untoward about
the funeral. Nor did anyone comment
on the fact that six more funerals follow-
ed in quick succession during the next

three weeks. It was a damp and rainy
autumn—the year was 1940, to be
precise—and in the autumn the ague
seizes even the sturdy people of this
harsh country.

“If you will pardon me, sir, who were
the deceased, that they should merit
such an outpouring of mourners ?”’ asked
the travelling salesman of the doctor who
had driven over fromn the neighbouring
village of Mandrague—for Cagnac itself
supported no doctor. The salesman tra-
velled out of Paris with a line of ladies’
underwear, woven of ersatz fibre (made
in Germmany). According to_his story,
this salesman merely happened to come
to Cagnac just in time to witness two
more funerals on successive days. De-

By special arrangement, all Frehc
to be manufactured by reputable British

conditions are restoreéd in France.

NOTICE. | _

Owing to the unsettled condition of France, our Head Office continués to be at
London, whence it was transferred after the German invasion of France.
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rights for England and the British Empire for the duration of the war) until normal
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spite the cold weather—for it was now
December—a large crowd had followed
the hearse each time.

The doctor cleared his throat import-
antly ard told the stranger the sad
story. An aged farmer in his seventies
had becn so beloved by his young wife
of seventeen that the girl had been
unable to bear his death, taking her own
life the following day. “ Paul et
Virginie,” the old doctor nodded sagely,
tears in his eyes. “Love is stronger than
death!” To the salesman Paul and
Virginie meant no more than the npame
of a rival underwear firm. He let 1t go
at that.

Baut this was only the beginning. On
Christmas Eve three funerals were held
at once. Again at least a hundred
weeping mourners escorted the three
coffins. many of them seemed to come
from other villages in the neighbourhood.
The mourners must have returned home
that same night, for none remained in
Cagnac. At the same time, word went
around that more funerals'would be held
at sunrise on Christmas Day, for another
travelling salesman—in tomato extract
and powdered eggs (made in Germany)
—had been asking too many pointed
questions.

The plague seemed to gain ground.
Twenty-seven times during January the
cure’s orotund voice rang out into
deepening dusk, in eulogy of the de-
parted’s high standing in the community

or the dead girl’s surpassing virtue.
Again and again the doctor from
Mandrague came trotting over in his
buggy and was seen deep in conversa-
tion with Cagnac’s mayor—the biggest
and richest man in the village—as well
as with the cure and the sexton. Clearly,
space in the little burial ground of
Cagnac must have been getting crowd-
ed, but evidently a solution must have
been found, for the funerals continued
in a steady stream throughout February
and early March. They were always
held in the late afternoon, when the
shadows began to deepen. Larger and
larger grew the crowds that saw the
good countrymen of Cagnac to their last
resting-place. Yet the mourners now
seemed to bear their grief with singular
self-control,  One seldom saw anybody
weep, though they were all serious
enough in mien.

These were hasty and rather ghastly
funerals that took place there in the little
graveyard ot the village. Frequently
they lasted till almost midnight, asin
times of plague, or like the funerals of
miners in some countiies. Strangely
enough, few of the mourners left the
cemetery by the main gate after the sad
ceremonies were over. They just
seemed to fade away into the shadows.
The priest would get homc worn out
and pale, a gruesome and diabolical grin
on his plump face which, thank the
Lord, no one could see. Strangers

REMEDIES OF PROVED RELIABILITY.

Eugene Sargisson’s Cora Sclvent, ]
A positive Cure. Per vial Rs. 2.8-0

Shaw's Worm Lozenges
thread worms from the intestines. .
1 box Rs. 2-8-0- 3 boxes Rs. 7.0-0. ! 3 bots, Rs. 15/-

RENOCAL PILLS. |
For Ladies irregularities. Very

Pompadour Bust Massage.

Two kinds, No. 1 for soft, hang.
'ing, under.sized
" busts. No. 2 for reducing over-
Effective for dislodging round and | developed busts, Guaranteed.

1 bot. Rs. 5-8-0
|~ GOLDEN Eye Ointment.
Per pot. Rs. 2-8-0.

TOUCH and GO
Toothache Solution,
Per vial Re, 1-0-0.

Bayoﬂ}{réml}o. 1t and 2. forall

Uterine  disorders, Comprises
Bayonne No. 1. (Elixer for internal
use) and Bayonne Neo. 2. (Injection).
i Prices: 1 bot. Bayonne No. 1. -
Rs, 5.8.0.

or shrunken

6. bots. Rs 28/

. Ty cases | U B N

tive. p ¥
ifnfg,c&ve % ) for | Eado.s celebrated Rheumatic & 1 bot. Bayonne Ro- 2.8
and. stesT $§s. | Gout Pills. ’ s 2500
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@ ‘ 1 bot. Rs. 2.8+

3 bots. of each Rs. 28-0-0.

3 bots Rs. 7. 6 bots. of each Rs, 55.0-0,
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could find no explanation for these
things.

But for the indiscietion of still another
travelling  salesman—salad oil from
pulverized whalebone (madein Germany)
—the dead might have continued on
their wellbeaten course in Cagnac.  On
March 20, however, a small provincial
paper printed a brief story about the
mysterious plague that had afflicted the
village. The Paris press (made in
Germany) picked up the story, and one
editorial characterized the epidemic as
a scandal.

Many meore virtuous women and law-
abiding men had been put to rest in the
Cagnac graveyard, escorted by crowds
of mourners, when one day in April a
venerable old professor from the
Sorbonne arrived in Cagnac on a mission
of inquiry, putting up for a single night
in the only available guest-room over
the little bistro—a rcom he shared
with seven epiders and two hundred and
twenty-three cockroaches.

The professor arrived on a Wednesday
evening by the 7.10 train from Paris.
Later that night he was seen successively
in earnest conversation, first with the
towering mayor, next with the cure, and
sexton. The next
morning, when he hurried from the
bistro to catch the 8.28 back to Paris,
he was accompanied to the little railway
station by the whole village, including
old men, children, and even the village
idiot, for some mysterious rcason called

" Jacques the Soap Eater.

The little train arrived shrilling its
whistle, and the famous professor smiling-
ly waved his umbrella from the window.

Everyone chkeered, Jacques the Soap
Eater tossed his old felt hat in the air,

and the train disappeared around a
bend . ..

Three days later, on Saturday—there
had been four more funerals in Cagnac
in the meantime—the old professor
forwarded a document to the German
Occupation Authorities. “A  Report
on the Plague Now Raging in the
Village of Cagnac,” ran the title. It
was a long statement, but its chief
findings were as follows:

The inquiry extended over a period
of more than one week, during which
more than two hundred (200) patients
and other individuals were examined.

The results point unquestionably to
an outbreak of a very rare epidemic
disease of a highly contagious character,
which T would identify as a curious
compound of Cemeteria eterm major
and Fraudulozia perniciosa. Since
medical science knows very little about
this plague (which, however, seems to
have become much more widespread
since.the war), [ have been unable to do
more than dispatch to Cagnac a large
quantity of medicaments that seem
indicated.

In brief, I prescribed that injections
should be administered consisting of tri-
methylaminopyrazolonesulfate, combin-
ed with 4 diaminosulfoazobenzol and
metanyturecophysosty gminobenzol ester.
Of course, 1 also suggested the use of
lozenges of trickogene, the well-known
salt of 2’ salycylate of stygmobenzody-
thylmalanytureon.

I am convinced that this simple treat-
ment will succeed in the swift arrest of

aemia. Used by St. Mary's, | not weaken the heart. Sold in tins

ueen Charlotte’s and Guy’s
ospitals. (Capsule form)
Per bot, Rs. 4.8. 3 bots. Rs, 12.

conta’ning 60 tables.
Per tin Rs. 3-8.

SALONA Marienbad Anti-Obesity Tablets. | “Uranol” Backache,
Haemoglobin Compound. Guaranteed to remove superflu. |  Kidney and Bladder Pills.
.~ The best remedy for all forms of | ous fat quickly and safely. Does | Cures Kidney affections and

bladder weakness. Removes stone
1 in the bladder, etc, ’

3 tins Rs, 10.

| Per bot. Rs. 3-8, 3 bots. Rs, 10,

-
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this terrible pligue, curiously conlined
to the village of Cagnne

Pierre Francois Delirue, M.D.,
Professor at the Sohonne,
Chevalier of the Legion of Honour,
Member of the French Academy.

At the wvery hour the veucrable
professor was dispatching his rport, the
hulking Mayor of Cagnac: M. Augustin
Bernes, was sitting at his desk over an
ancient ledger, drawing up a balance-
sheet. He wrote:

April 16, 1941—This day the 200th
funeral was held.

Shipment between the Occupied and
Unoccupied Zones made through the
cemetery of Cagnac, which lies exactly
on the demarcation line, since September
6, 1940:

From the Occupied to the
Unoccupied Zone, 2,657

persons, at 100 {rancs pur

PLISON wevvvsvvvs e e, 265,700 francs

I'rom the Unoccupied to
the Occupied Zone, 1,609
p raons, at 30 francs per

PUISOT et ces oreeen e, 80,450 francs

816 additional persons
wanted by the political
police, transported in
coffins,at 500 francs per

person . oeer e 123,000 francs
Total..e..c. .o onee. 469,150 franes
Costs:

To Professor Delarue... 10,000 francs
246 veneer wood coffins.. 2,460 francs
Total .......eeev... 12,460 francs

Clear profit, used for the
purchase of two tractors,
a new church bell, and
" a new fire-engine for

the village ... 456, 690 francs

And now the plague of (Sagnac is over.

Tl

Inj<ction.
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Treatme: t
Nixture and
Prices: 3 bots. of

cach Rs. 24-0-0{gyfferer and kills him inch by inch.

Prices: 6 bots. of
each Rs 45-0-0}if other remedies have been useless-—

Syringe Rs. 3-8-0

WASTING AWAY!

Drup by drop .
Wiil wear away a stone
Nt by force

But by conziancy alone

P
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Spermatorrhea (Seminal Emis-
sions)gradually saps the life from the

Don’tabandon hope of being cured,

but try Salix Pills.

Prices: 1 bot. Rs. 3.8.0 3 bots. Rs. 9.
6 bots. Rs. 17.

Chapelles Liver Tablets.
Cures all liver affections, enlar.
ged liver, etc. )
Per bot. Rs. 3.8, 3 bots. Rs. 10. | d by Doctors.

Anti-Malarial Tablets, :
Guaranteed to cure Malaria |
safely and permanently. Better !
than ordinary Quinine, i !
Per bot. Rs. 3-8. 3 bots. Rs. 10. |
i

|

“DONALIN" .
The Tonic-Food Specific.

Loss of Appetite, Brain.Fag, etc.
Made in England to the formula
of Dr. A. L. De Ravignac. Approv-

Prices: 1 bet. Rs. 7.8.
\3wbots. Rs. 21. 6 bots. Rs. 40,

Pure Halibut Liver Oif Capsules |~ "

Pure Cod Liver Oil

L'or wasting diseases, malputri-
rapid growth in children.

We also stock Genuins Remedies

Each capsule contains 2} minims for Asthma, Stomach Disorders,
of Pure Halibut Liver Oil.

For Debility, Exhaustion, Worry, * Per bot. Rs, 3-8,

Piles, etc: Write for Literaturs
3 bots. Rs, 10, { and Prices, C '

i

tion and for promoting health and

Per bot. Ks, 3-8. 3 bots. Rs. 10.°
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a Parisian Professor.
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GLANDULAR THERAPY.
By Dr. A. F. De Saint-Croix.

Journal of Medicine, Feb: '37.

in the light of modern researches and
extraordinary rapid progress in the direction
of the use of ductless glands in the treatment
of various discases much is said aad has been
discussed. -

This new principle in medicine has
completely revolutionised the old time tonics.

Glandular therapy, the application of
which dates back from 1889 when the
pioneer of this branch of medicine, Brown
Sequard, administered to himself testicular
extract, is well known. To the amazement
of himself and other physicians, the experi-
ment proved a great success and a new
chapter was opened.up in the modern book
of therapeutics.

Since that day, good many eminent
scientists, notably Banting, Best, Murphy,
Minot, and Serge Voronoff have experimented
on various organisms including human beings,
taking help of every available ductless gland
found in the body.

Recently the new system has been
perfected to such a degree, that surprising
results have been recorded in books of
medical statistics.

A good deal of information about the
subject can be obtained from an authoritative
publication put forward by Dr. E. Retterar,

"It is also a truth that the most forward
medical men whose opinions are valued by

v

physicians of the whole world have person-
ally carried. out experiments, and have with-
cut reservation, put their stamp of approval
on the system and advocated its tremendous
possibilities.

"It bas been scientifically proved that the
key to sexual weakness is Glandular Extracts
obtained from the glands of bulls, and ad-
ministered by the mouth in CAPSULE FORM.

Yet all the achievements of the system
are reduced to nil if the glands selected are
not of standard purity and if. due care is not
taken during the preparation of their com-
pounds. The bulls selected must not be
diseased and must be absolutely young so
that all their ductless glands must be function-
ing with their proper physiological secretions.
On strict and thorough pathological exami-
nations, they should prove to be absolutely
germ free and in a healthy condition.

The exact propertions selected from -
different glands is a matter of vital im-
portance.

Another factor of great importance ja
the preservation and stability of these
products. Absolute freshness is essential.
The gelatine capsule is recognised as the :
best method of preserving freshness and
therapeutic efficacy. The Yital gland subs-
tances are completely sealed in the gelatine
* envelope, and all possibility of deterioration.
is eliminated. ' :



SNAKES ¥OR HEALTH
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Strangest of all military units among the
Allied forces is the South African Medical
Corps’ Snake Catching Unit, which hunts
in the kloof, the thick bush country and
along the steamy river banks of the Eastern
Transvaal near the Portuguese East African
Border.

Three men total the force of this strange
unit which hunts down and captures deadly
snakes and vipcrs and brings them back
alive to the snake farm at their headquarters
in an abandoned j»il. For the venom
removed from these reptiles is used in the
manufacture of antovenine snakebite serum.

All three men are experts at their job of
catching and “milking” snakes, and those
for which they search the most are the
“yellow cobra’ and the puff adder. For it
is these most deadly of reptiles that yield
the most valuable venom.

When the two corporals and one private
comprising the unit have extracted, weighed
and dried the venom thry send it to the 5. A.
Institute for Medical Research, where the
next steps are carried out under  the
supervision of Dr. IT. Grasset, a ploncer of
snakebite antidote in the first cxperiments
at Pondicherry.

Selected horsesare injected with a mixture
of the two venoms—ncive poison and blood
poison—in gradually increasing doses over a
petiod of about seven months. Then the
horses’ blood is drawn off and scientifically
centrifugated—that is, spun round at high
speed.

That vital serum separates off and is
carefully withdrawn from the solution and
is then ready to go into hypodermic syringe
outfits. These have helped to save many
lives and are the answer to the Nazi seizure
of the Pasteur Institute in Paris.

It is not. only for the treatment of
snakebites that the venom of snakes is
prepared in the Komatipoort laboratories.
For example, the crystals of the puff adder’s

dried venom find their way to the ends of
the carth since they prove to be a very potent
cozgulent for the blood of haemophiliacs.

These unfortunate sufferers are afflicted
with a dread bleeding disease that will not
react to ordinary treatment. But now dried
snake venom is saving many sufferers. 1

All the members of the unitare real experts
and they handle deadly snakes with a
confidence that is never at fault. They
seriously affirm that if one is gentle and
shows no fear, snakcs are safe to handle and
will never attack the human being who picks
them up from the ground.

Certainly, they hunt their prey with
nothing more fotmidable than an ordinary
stick, and pick up the snakes with a sure
grasp. But much practice has made them
perfect, but theirs is not a practice that is
likely to become generally popular.

TRIUMPHS OF TWO LONDON
D3CTORS

Saved More Lives in Armies

Than Anyone Else.

London, July 5: Lord Moran said last
night that two doctors of St Mary‘s Hospital,
London, had saved more lives in armies in
the field than anyone else in the world—
Almroth Wright, by his typhoid inoculations,
and Prof. Fleming by the discovery of
penicillin. v

“I was called,” he said, “to see a certain
man, a great public figure, who was suffering
from a form of meningitis from which in the
pastno one had ever recovered.- We put
penicillin into his brain and from that
moment he never looked back. He is fit for
work now and as good as ever.” '

Lord Moran was apparently referring to

Lord Norman, former Governcr of the
Bank of England.

SCIENCE

THE SCOURGE OF SYPHILIS AND GONORRHEA

AND THE CURE.
From the Lancet. June 11, 1942.

Britain’s figures of venereal disease have
risen since the War. In 1940 the increase
was 23 per cent over 1939, Proportionately
this is better than e sitaniion ia World
War 1, when the V. D. rote doubled, but it
1s no occasion for complacuncy.

Treatment was wuefully inadequate bet-
ween 1914 and 1918.

The short courses of treatment then in
use were responsible for tragic developments
a generation later. If left untreated, syphilis
has a tendency to clear up. This is disast-
rously deceptive. The disease may lie dor-
mant for years, then suddenly break out
again.

Syphilis is not a new disease. It has
been treated a thousand different ways since
1493, when Dr. Diaz de Isla climbed aboard
Columbus’s ships at Palos to treat sailors
loathsomely sick of the malady they had
brought back from the West Indies.

Such things as China root and sarsapa-
rilla have had their day, to say nothing of a
medley of things like powdered serpents and
even toad’s spittle. It wus not until March
1905, that science began to get at grips with
syphilis.

In that year a bushy-beurded German
named Fritz Schaudinn was ordered by
Berlin's Imperial Health Office to make
laboratory tests of a germ which was sus-

. pected of causing not only small pox, but
-the great pox. He got positive results,

named the germ “ the pale horror ' because
it could scarcely be seen, even under a mic-

roscope,

Another discovery in 1907 brought
August von Wassermann's fixation test,
which to this day is the doctor’s quickest,
most practical test for the disease: Three

¥l

years later Paul Ehrlich made the discovery
which beot syphilis down from astronomical
fipures to something within reasonable under-
standing.  This was “606"—salvarsan.

In 1938, the new and improved formula
of Dr. Pierre De Sadalan, made its appea-
rance, that clinches the fight even in long-
standing cases.

The rate of icures in primary cases is
86 per cent and in secondary cases 81 per
cent, every cure is complete and permanent.

It is the best treatment and is convenient
and absolutely safe to use.

Quick disappearance of symptoms often
inclines the sufferer to believe he is cured,
and he stops treatment with tragic results.

In its primary stage syphilis is not
painful; the secondary stage includes a rash,
which may cover the entire body. Loss of
hair in spots over the scalp is common. The
third and fourth stages can be anything
from heart trouble to general paralysis and
insanity.

Syphilie 1s generally regarded as tha
aistocrat of diseases, but gonorrheea is con-
sidercd a social disgrace. More prevalent in
its ravages, but far less horrible in effect. it
has been completely conquered by modern
medicine.

The “MAGIC BULLET” in gonort-
hoea’s treatment is a Mixture and Injection,
made to the formula of: Dr. Edouaid’ Pavy,
the eminent specialist in venereal disease.
This i the finest treatment and always

“effects a permanent cure.

-
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“BENEFACTORS OF MANKIND

4 (%

Lord Lister. Dr.” William Henry. Dr. Edward Jenner, Sir James Simpson.
Discovery of the anti- Discovery of the circu- Discovery of the vacci-  Discovery ofCh}oro{or_m.
septic system of surgery. lation of the bload. nation method of com. Thus made possible pain.
: batting small.pox, less operations.

& Ghe’

Dr. Semmelweis, Dr Eijkman. Dr. Louis Pasteur.

Discovery of the cause Discovery of the cause Discovery of preventive
and prevention of Puer. and cure of Beri.Beri. treatment for Rabies,
peral Fever in pregnant Anthrax, etc,

women and thereby saved
millions of lives.

’%fé an /a/ea and Determimlz’azz...

HE REVOLUTIONISED MEDICINE!

In 1889 Professor Charles Edoward
Brown-Sequard, the famous scientist, made
his epoch-making discovery, when he
administered to himself glandular extract in
his laboratory in Paris. To the amazement
of himself and other physicians, the experi-
ment proved a great success and a new
‘chapter was opened in the modern book of
therapeutics.

His life was a great one...most of it
spent in a littered laboratory conducting
ceaseless experiments. Never did a man
work so hard—and succeed so brilliantly!

Professor Brown-Sequard’s discovery
is mentioned in authoritative medical books
on the subject.

Prof. BROWN-SEQUARD, making his great discevery,

SCIENCE : ’ 9

_ The harnessing of physical and chemical forces, which has produced our
modern rapidity of travel and communication; steam; electric power, telegraphy,
and the conquest of the air, affect our lives profoundly. And yet it may
well be that biological knowledge and its many applications to the control and
cure of disease and, above all, its elimination and prevention: have done far
more to lighten the burden under which mankind struggles and to raise the

level of civilization. .

The great progress of medical science and the rapid strides it has made in
the last hundred years have saved countless lives, prolonged and alleviated
many others, and given us all a better chance of expanding what personal
talents we have and of making the best of our time.

Humanity is beginning to see how to live.

All this is dne tothose men—DBenefactors of Mankind—who have
elucidated for us the immutable laws which underlie our functions. By no
means the least of these was the immortal discoverer of Gland Therapy
—Prof. Brown-Sequard, the famous French Scientist, for it is not difficult to
sece how he provided a sure basis on which modern science could build
with confidence and success.

~* Although many lives have passed in the contemplation of Nature,

~+attempting with infinite patience {o solve the problems which she presents in

such profusion, few philosophers have succeeded in making such a fundamental
and far-reaching discovery as that of the fun~ction of the bhuman glands.

_ It is not too much to say that enunciation of this principle revolutionised
medicine and set it firmly upon a rational footing. So much was made clear
and so many vistas were opened that it would seem that this conception
was a lever powerful enough to set in motion those trains of scientific .
experiment and research which have brought us to our present state of knowledge .-
and, still gathering speed and power, lead us confidently to. hope for yet.
wider and deeper understanding of natural laws, in particular those which
govern the great mystery of Life itself. :

e of the highest medical autho;ities

' Gland T is nc th. Som
_ herapy is no my flicacy of gland treatment for

in Europe and America believe in the curative'e
- sexual weakness and other ailments.
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