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THE WHITE PAPER ON INDIA.

The following is the text of the statement made in parliament on
14-6-1945 by the Secretary of State for India : ’

1. During the recent visit of Field Marshal Viscount Wavell to
this country His Majesty’s Government reviewed with him a number of
problems and discussed particularly the present political situation in
India.

9. Members will be aware thaf, smce the offer by His Ma]esty 8
Government to India in March 1942, there hds been no further progress
towards the solution of the Indian constitutional problemn. ‘

3. As was then stated, the working out of India's new constitus
tional system is a task which can only be carried through by the lndian
peoples themselves. ’

4, While His Majesty's Government are at all times most anxi-
ous to do their utmost to assist the Indians in the working out of a new

constitutional settlemént it would be a contradiction in terms tospeak

of the imposition by this country of self-governing institutions upon an
unw1ll(ng India. Such a thing is not péssible, nor could we aocept the
responsibility for enforing such institutions at the very time when -we
were, by its purpose, withdrawing from all contral of British Indian

LY

affairs.

The offer of March, 1942 stands in its entirety without change or quali-

fication. His Majesty's Government still hope that political leaders in

India may be able to come to an agreement as to the procedure where-
by Indla 8 permanent future form of Govemment can be determmed,

~

5. The main constitutional posiﬁon remaing therefore as it-was.
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& ribution that is practicable to the breaking of the potitical
adlook in Tndia. ‘While that dsadlock lasts, not only political but
social and economic progress is being hampered.

J- The Indian Administration, aver-burdened with the gréat sasks
laid 1 upon it by the war agazmt Japan and by the plsnning for {he post-
war pericd, is further strained by the political tension that exists,

R, Al that is so urgently required to be done for agriculiural
ani indusirial developmont and for the paasants and workers of India
cannot be carried through unless the whole-hearted co-nperation of
pvery community and seetion of the Indian people is forthcoming,

9, Hiw Majesty's Government have therefore, ¢onsidered whether
there is something which they could suggest in this interim period,
under the existing constitution pending the formulation by Indians of
their future crnstitutional arrangements which would ¢nable the main
eonmnunities and partios fo co-operate more closely togeiher and with
the British to the benefit of the prople as a whole.

10. 1t is not the intention of His Majesty's Government tointro-
dace any change contrary o the wishes of the majsr Indian communis
ties. Bot they are willing to make possible sume step forward during
the interim period, if the leaders of ithe primeipal indiau parties ‘ave
preparsd to agrec 1o their suggestions and to co-aperate in the successful
conclusion of the waragainst Japan as well as in the reconstruction in
India which must follow the final victory.

11. To this cnd, they woull bo prepared to see anh importaat
change in the compositlon of the Viceroy's Executive. This is possible
without making any change in the existing statute law except for one
amendment to the Ninth Schedule to the Act of 1935, That Schedule
eontains a provision that notf less than three members of the Execative
must have had at least ten years' service under the Crown in India. I¢
the proposals 1 am about to lay before the House meet wi ith a
12;332“::? elause would have tobe swended to dispanse with that

12. 1t is proposed that the Fxecutive Couneil shauld ba
ted and that the Vieeroy shouldin iature make hig zelee
tion fo the Crown for appointment to ki §
teaders of Indian political life p¢ p

Teconstitu.
tion for nomina.

Execative from amongst

cceptance

14
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13. In order to pursue this object., the Viceroy will call into
conference a number of leading Indian politicians who are the heads
of the most important parties or who have had recent experience as
Prime Ministers of Provinces, together with a few othere of special
exr;erience and authority. The Viceroy intends to put before this con-
ference the proposa} that the Executive Council should be reconsti-
tuted as above stated and to invite from the members of the confer-
ence a'list of names. Out of these, he would hope to be able to choose
the future members whom he would recommend for appoiniment by
His Majesty ta the Viceroy's Council, although the responsibility for
the recommendations must, of course, coniinue to rest with him, and
his freedom of choice, therefore, remains unrestricted.

14, The members of his Council, who are chosen as a result of
this arrangement would, of course, accept the pe<ition on the basis
that they would whole-h2artedly co-operate in supBorting and carrying
through the war sgainst Japan to its vicforious gonclusion.

15. The members of the Exccutive would be Indians with ths
exceplion of the Viceroy and the Commander-in.Chief, who would
retain his position as War Member. This is essential 80 long as the
defence of India remains a British responsibility.

16. Nothing contained in any of these proposals will sffect the
relations of the Crown with the Indian States through the Viceroy as
Crown Representative.

17. The Viceroy has been authorised by His Ma;estys Govern-
ment to place this proposal before the Indisn leaders. His Majesty’s
Government trust that the leaders of the Indian communities will res-
pond. For the success of such a plan must depend upon its acceptance

in India and the degree to which responsible Indian politicians are
prepared to co-operate with the object of making it a workable interim
arrangement. In the absence of such general acceptance existing
arrangements must necessarily continue.

18. If such co-operation can be achisved at the Centre, it will
o doubt be reflected in the Provinces and so enable Responsible
Goverhments to be set up once-again in those Provinces where, owfng
to the withdrawal of the majority party from participation, it became
necessary to pui into force the powers of the Governors under See-

" tion 93 of the Act of 1935. It is to be hoped that in all the Provinces

these Governments would be based on the participation of the main
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parties, thus smaothing u

JoLy

p communal differcnces and allowing Minis-
ters to concentrate upon their vory hcavy administrative tasks.

19. There is one ‘fm‘ther change which, if thesc proposals are
accepted, €lis Majesty's Government suggest should foliow.

20. Thatis, that External Affairs (otber than those tribal and
frontier matters which fall to be dealt with as payl of the defence of
India) should be placed in the charge of an Indian Member of the
Viceroy's Executive so far as British India is concerned, and that fully
accredited representatives shall be appointed for the representation of
India abroad. - |

21. By their acceptance of and co-operation in this scheme, the
Indian leaders will not only be able to make their immediate confri
bution to the direction of Indian affaire, but it is also to be hoped that
their experience of co-operation in Government will expediée agree-
ment between then; as to the method of working out-the new consti-
tional arrangements.

22. His Majesty's Governmen! consider, after the most careful
study of the question that the plan now suggested gives the utmost
progress practicable within the present  Constitution. None of the
changes suggestad wiil in any way prejudice or prejudze the essential
form of the future permanent constitution or constitutions for Lndia.

*“23. His Majesiy’s Government feel oertain ihat given goodwill
and a genuine desire Lo co-opemate on all sides, both British and Indian,
these propossls can fuark a genuine step forward in the collaboration
of the British and Indian peoples towards Indian Self-Government and

can assert the rightfuf position, and strengthen the influence, of India
in the counsels of the nations.”

Sir 8. Cripps Commends Proposals.

The Labour Party leader Sir- Stuffgrd Cripps, commenting on the
White Paper, said to-day, ** This plan was workeq oyt during the life
of the National Governx;xent at the suggestion of the Vieoro Ll y
Wavell, and is one for which 1 accept my fullshare of MSDOnsjb}Ti't or

Sir Stafford Cripps, who was speaking at a Labour P g ili y
added : *“ L bope most earnestly arty meeting,

that what ig
; : PO . propos i
ceptance in India and wiil succeed in bringing a nm: e(‘l .vall find ao-
tion into the relation beiween the British and Ing; 7L of so-opere:
‘ndian

s H o . . [} "
E:ver since my visit to India in 19049 I have 11’ oples,
way wight be found towards o solution ! ¢ hoped that some

of this difficulg broblem and I
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. have done iny best 1o help in resolving the impasse which has gracu-

ally increascd in soverity since the antumn of 19431 am particuls'y
delighted that the Secretary «f State has been able to announce t .o
release of the members of the Congress Working Cemmittee frem
detention and I hope that all other political detainees will quickiy
gain their freedom at the hands of the Central and Frovincial Govern-
ments of India.”

*“ These releages will mark the end of one of the three chapters of

- our relationship with l1ndia and will provide an epportunity for vigo-

rous Ludian leadership, which alone can solve Iundia's problems of
reconstruction. ’

o THE WAYELL PLAN
' . BY
Mg, B. VINAYAKA ROW B,A., B.L., Advocale, Madras.

We have reproduced in this issue ihe full text of the White paper
on India as it is a document that requires careful study at the hands of
the publi¢ now and hereafier for spmet?me to come. The Vicg{oy's
broadeast read with the White Paper has naturally not commanded
much enthusiasm in the country. On the other hand the Hindu Maha-
sabha which has bden all along claiming to be the only representative -
organisation toﬁspeak on behalf of the Hindu community has been

- totally ignored, and the manner in which invitations have been extend-

ed to the Simla conference and the proceedings of the conference from
day to day have accentuated the feelings of great disappointment in the
Hindu Maha Sabha cireles. The Hindu Maha Sabha through its leaders has
given public expression to its great dissatisfaction. A week of protest
has been announced and perhaps Mr. V. D, Savarkar's pointed desorip ..
tign of the Simla conferenoev ““as a conclave where Hindu interesis
are to be butcherd " represents a wide spread feeling in the Hindu
community and in totally nationalist circles which dgsire (o have a
square deal to all interests without submigsion to bluff, bluster and poli-
tical blackmail.

Why has this offer been made now and at this stage ? This is an
intriguing question. Many answers have been given. It may be as a face
ade to British Imperialism in the international setting at San Franeisco.
1t dey be a conservative plan tostampede the labour and liberal pafti;s in
England into making an offer on the e¢ve of the general elections In the

~
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samao i tha Wati pt :

vama o ths Wationnl Government so that all the three principal parties
M I PO veyar @b . N 34 ¥ * ‘
i Huand may stand committed to the offer before the general clee

tion osults are knowa.

Tt may heip the conservatives at the polla as
the In. e

Whe dizeatisfaction against the eonservative party on the Tndian gnes
tirn conlid be reduced. Tt may be that if Conservaiives Inst in‘t]';-e
etzctions and labour canie to pawer, labour may not make a bigger or bet-
ter ofier which the Tories may consider too bitter a pill to swallow
and aequiesce in, Tt may be the feeling that the three million soldiers
of India will be soen returning howe and something shounld be done
Lefore their refurn to make them {cel that so'mcthing has baen done for
their nwotherland as the result of the heroie part played by them in
the Werld stragele for Lire four [recdoms being assaved. 14 may per-
faap be the result of the arrangement come to bebind the scones by a
loadin:, Dongressman and e leading Maslitn league member as the rosult
ol whi«:i} at least in the interi 1 pariod power may be truly tran<ferred
{o a National Goverament. Lt may also be the wish and earnest
desgire of His Excellency Lord Wavell to do s’omathing which could

result in the breaking of the political deadlock in this country. What~ -

eyer may be the reason the offer has been 1made and happily the con-
ference has been convened.

Genstitotionally speaking this offer is by no means an imnrovs-

: mm:xt on the Cripps offer. On the other hand in political conteni', it is

detinitely less than the Cripps offer. It will be remembered that ;.hreo

majordefects were pointed out in the Cripps offer as emerged out of

“the discussions between Sir Stafford Oripps and the Indian leaders who
met him. ‘ ‘

Ihe first is the Viceroy's veto power. This still exists in thé pre-

sent offer. 1t is explained by the Viceroy as well as by the Secrelary
of State that the Viceroy's veto power is retained in Indian intergsts
[

and will be used only in the interests of India. Such cenventions ave

hard to rake 4nd maintain oven in a free country boetwoon equal col
leagues. They are harder still in the relations between Britain and India
. . 1t L . i
in the positions which they respectively cceupy A similar convention

- was promised in the Montagu Chelmsford reforms that the Secretary

of State will not interfere when the Government of India and the

Iydian Legislntgre agreed on any point. Many instances have hap-
pened where the Secretary of State issued over-riding orders in viola-
tion of the conventiol and lndia stood l‘ielpless

ioy Tase o1 1., it 3 1
an issue conld be put aside and will not form an olection issne.

| \
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The seeond defect in the Cripps offer was a de’r’r?{(\fb& BQ g
ponsibility to the Central executive. The Viceroy has fiad it very
clear that cabinet responsibility, on the lines familiar in Dritish
politics is not given and could not be given now. A member of the Mxecu-
tive council owes his appointment to the nomination by the Crrwn on
the recommendation of His Excelleney the Viceroy and is responsible

~ only to him and not to the legislature. That the Couneil has fo work

under the existing constitution is underlined several times. Thag
imeans on many vital matters a mniember of the Executive Council
cannot know what orders are being passed in the next room by ano-
ther Exceutive councillor on any vital point as regards National pro-
gress. The cxisting rules under which it is permissible to a Secretary
to Government to obtain orders from the Viceroy direct may affect
oven ihe limited powcrs of the new council. Orders are passed in the
name of the Government of India by a member and when the con-
cerned Secretary issues the orders, the entire Government is responsible
for such orders. The key positions in the Secretariat offices are ell held
by members of the 1.C.S., 1t is difficult to imagine that they will very
obligingly change their mental outlook overnight, as the result of the
publication of the White baper, which . taked the trouble to point cut
that no constitutional change is contemplated or is attempted to be
made. (

The third objection is even more important. The Defence port”
folio was to be partially in the hands of an Indian member in the
Oripps scheme. An attempt was made to draw up the list of subjects
that would be dealt with by the Indian Defence member and the list
of defence subjects that would be dealt with by the Commander-in-
Chief. The list of subjects proposed to be given to the Indian defence.
member  contained a few innocuous and unessential. matters while
everything vital was in the list for the Commander-in-Chief. The pre-
gent offer has even gone back on this. The entire defence port folio
will be in the hands of the Commander-in-Chief and no Indian Exe-
cutive councillor can have any voice in respect of any matter that can
be claimed to lie in the port folio of the Commander-in-Chief: '

The Viceroy has made it clear what the tasks of the new Bxeou-
sive Council would be in his broadcast address. He said * first to
prosecute the war against Japan with the utmost energy till Japan is
utierly defeated. }

Secondly to carry on the Government of British India with 'all

[ARTS TR ;‘3"3‘;'3’"%%‘5 =R

-
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the monifold tasks of postwar developme

nis in front of it antil a new
rermanent constifution can be agree

d upon and comes into foreo.
rit M -
ihirdly to consider when the members of the Government  of
fedin ilint 4 L .
'nilia think it possible, the moans by which snel

s nievaed

agrecment can he
ey S PR el 1. : v
vids third task is the mout lmportant. 1 wanl o make it
ciear {hat noithier T oner s Majesty's (1

47, Py
Lal T1E

overnmont hdve lost sight of

tunded to mnke a ong term solution oasy,

The offer contrins one important and upalterible [feature which

ig not open o any negotiations at the Simly conference. That is tlio
4 estion of 2Muslim and Caste Hindu parity. For the first time in the

History of Indian Constitutional development the word ‘Caste Hindu *

This is a highly objectionable
2ature. The Viceroy explained it as only meaning Hindus other than
scheduled castes apd ncthing more was meant thereby,
«imply makes the matters worse, It is this

bas been int-oduced in a State document.
{

The explanation
atterupted division bet-
ween the Hindus and the Seheduled castes that was proiested against
by Mahatmaji in the shape of his famous Pacna

fast. The separate
claims for the so-

called scheduled castes which have been put forward
by British officials as an objection to India's

national aspirations are
of British make.

They are Hindus and part of the Hindu community
and any assent to the break up of the Hindu community in this way
will lead to grave consequences disastrous to the Hindu community as
& whole. Some way should be found for avoiding this danger,

The so-called caste Hindus are, even according to the figures
r.ccepted by Professor Coupland, 151 millions in number in British

India alone, while the muslimg in DBritish India constitute only
9 millions. Tt is very difficult to perceive on what ‘ basis any justifioca~
tion can be given for Putting these two elements on a footing of equa~
lity, as regards representation in the exccutive. If it is on the basis of

the two Nations theory that is a position which can never be accepted
by any politician who knows the facts. The Jinnah-Gandhj corres-

nrondence makes the position very'clear and Mahatmeji regarded the
wo nations theory as inadmissible sng this was one
which the Jinnah-Gandhi conversation
ing to be a National body,

of the rocks on
8 split. Will the Congress claim-
and will .the Liborals who stand for un-

tice and fair play to all, and wi i
- Maha Sabha which claims ! e

. I to speak for and to safeguard the rights of
Hindus, accept as a fair or proper solution this most inequitable pro-

d Ior a long term solulion and that the vrecent proposals are in-
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vision which reduces a vast'enlightened numerical majority to a position
of equality with the Muslims ? '

It may be argued in answer that this is only an interim arrangement
and everybody will remember that when the final constitwtion-making
begins to take shape, this injustice will be remedied and every one
will have fu]l fréedom for shaping the things tc come at & later stags.
This is a specious argument. It was an argument like this which was
advanced by Mr. Ali Iman and Mr, Hasam Iman to Mr. Gokhale in 1907
tc; persuade him to agree to separate communal electorates. It was an
argument just like this that persuaded a decade later the Congress and
the Muslim League to agree to more extended separate communal elec-
torates. Anything once conceded in such a matter to the Muslims by
way of appeasement, is treated by them, as history hag shown, only‘ a8
a jumping off ground for making further demands which cannot be jus--
tified on any fai¥ political social or economic grounds. Already it was
reported in the Press that Mr. Abdul Hameed Khan, a Muslim League
politician of Madras made a demand that in the Hindu State of Mysore,
where muslims constitute only 7 per cent of the population, there
should be as many Muslim Ministers as there are Hindu Ministers on
the ground that the two nations theory has ‘been accepted by the .
‘British Government and conoceded by the Congress -and that\ therefore
as in the Centre 8o in the States, there should be equality of represen-
tation between the Hindus and Muslims in the Executive. Conceding -
this even as a purely interim measure is not without- danger.

It may be argued that the proposal of the Sapru committee envi-
gaged such a parity as an interim measure, Bearing in mind the consti-
tution of the Sapru committee and its wholly ‘unrepresentmtive
character that the members of the committee had endorsed thelir
favourable opinion on a similar suggestion made by Sir Sultan Ahmed,
member.of the Viceroy's e'x;outive council in a pamphlet issued by him
on the subject, oan be attsibuted only to an earnest desire for .nttipg
out of the rut rather than any consciousnessof the desirability of such .
a provision from a gonstitutional point of view.

A more weighty argument in support will be that the parity prin-
koiple has been embodied in the Desai-Liaquat pagt. Mr. Dessi and

Y

Mr, Liaquat at cue stage denied that there was any suoh pact. The .

\details of the pactare still kept secret and in the absence of 9.,'1 apt)ijb- S
ritative version it is not prudent to make eny ocomment. It bas now -
.byeg rovenied by Mbatmuji that ke wan oonyltedand the pact bed bis -
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isati tional Muslims in the fold of the
P org?‘:;:‘;lt'tsozzsz:ii:l:iain the Muslim pl:ovinces oa.t;;luo:
e o, :, to his plea. In the N.W,F.P. which is nof s.nLutawue
o S“DI"OT res, the Congress is in power and the Muslim f 1:/11.
- m‘“"]_‘m ; el’zuh;’ab. notwithstanding all the attempts of Si;
e . efinger in the Punjab pie after the death .oeded’
Jinnah to bhave I;h n. the Muslim Lesgue as such has not. su.cct:et iOke; .
Sikandes I.iyat : 'turned to the Legislature on the 'Umom.s kot
e e, P‘“i reAsaazn. it is & coalition party in which all mt;t o
e onlie atho Itxhaw is in power and in office. In Bengal, t;x:, h:l i
He e‘l“"‘l?y smmfgused allegiahoe to the Muslim League an i
Hua lfilmlsh‘y .Ted and Muslims worked together. The purely . ule !
functione®. Hm u:,ion of Sir Nazimuddin could not stand ‘onx ] eﬁt
. admmlsh‘&rt it got from the European bloc agd the Governm
b th? BuplpﬂAt a iime when Mr. Jinnah has lost and has lost‘so
Houso and i 0 ears have, proved, the Wavell offer l.ms come to him
e o 1'909:‘ triassert and to reestablish claims which have been
o e lZded by the verdict of the ballot box. —
Npe;‘:dlgo:xxgzess again claims to be the spokesmaz; qf teeofeinde
X i ims. No doubt on .the Issu 5
ndlen i:‘cilx‘::d::fy“!:: ;::ilflil:: ) bft on- other matters the c'la.im
e c’ Elh d as a result of fair and unfettered fresh electmr;]s,
hoa o be este bl eblems hlave emerged only in rgcex.lt yea.r.a after :he
o (')f e §r° the electorates had to give their ve'rdw‘t o.n 8
fast & e0H O N e laced before them. Of course the Natlofl is tired of
o tl“m'lcli)earfxess any longer. People havelearnt bxtterlossm.:s
e thelwtlion of nearly Rs. 1.500 orores as sterling lm,lmme?1 in
from the e versies that rage round the repayment thereof, 'fi Zy
Englund.nnd' . he events of the Bengal Famine and the olgar' nd-
remember Bittery | e. flicial body as the Woodhead committee,
B i do ‘weight of innumerable control orders of
a1)1191'e of economic and politigal .life. ‘{gst
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fains one redeeming feature and that is the olear
glement that ihe Cripps ofter stands in itg
2% or qualification,
tor has not been sufficiently em
clause (i) of the Cripps offer.

entirety
In all the recent discussions one fac-
phasised, and that is the provision in

If for any reason the political leaders
do not come to an agreement as regards the machinery' for the forma-

tion of the constitutio.n making body before the cessation of hostilities
the Cripps offer gives a scheme in clause (d) for the formation of the
constittion body. According to the Cripps offer “ immediately upon
* the result being known of the Provincial elestions which will be neges-

sary at the end of the hostilities, the entire membership of the lower
house of the Provineial legislatures shall, ag g single eleatoral college
proceed to the election of the constitution making body by the system
of proportional representation, This new bedy shall be i number
about 1/10th of the number of th

be invited to appoint representatives in thq saine proportion as in the

case of the representatives of British 1ndia ag a whole and with the
same powers as the British Indian members.”

If a reasonable and fair adjustment

torates such as they are to give their verdict.
tials on which a surrender is not possible. The

(1) maintenance of the integrity of [ndigq
geographical, political and economic unit.

(2) giving to' Muslims and Bon-muslims representation in the
legislatures in proportion to their population.

(3) maintenance of parliamentary (e
electorates on the lines which have fun
United Kingdom and the colonies.
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Yy are: o
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mocracy with territorial
ctionad so successfully in the
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INDIA AND THE LABOUR YICTCRY IN ENGLAND
By
Mg, . VINAYARA Row. B.A., B.L., Advocate, Madras.

(iven the most optimistic forecast of a Labour vietory could not
have anticipated such a trinmphant electoral victory for Labour. For
the first time in the political history of Fngland, Labour has been
returned to power with an unchallengeable working majority in Parlia-
ment. Surely the war has wroupht a miracle. A new order las arisen
in England and a blocdless revolution on a stupendons scale has been
accomplished. '

The three main British parties went to the polls after defining
clearly their respective programmes and policies. In this; Labour had to
work with a certain amount of handieap. The time prayed for by
them was refused by ‘Mr. Churchill at the behest of the Tory partymen,
who imagined that an easy election could be won by the Tories playing
as their trump card the personal position of Mr. Winston Churchill, the
war-time Premier who for nearly 5 long years was at thg steering wheel
and saved the British Constitution and British frecedom, which were so
perilously threatened by the Hitler hurricane that swept over Kurope.
The level-headed British elcctors were not unmindful of the great
services rendered to the Nation by the war-leader, but at the same time‘
they have showed marked poliiical serse in not allowing their senti-
ment to get the better f their judgiment, and the election results have
proved that with all the gratitude they have to Mr. Churchill for his
services, the Nation was no longer prepared to put itself under Tory
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A
responsible to the people’s representatives but owing their appointﬁ\ent
and tenure of office to the pleasure of the representatives of the British

Nothing prevents Mr. Pethwick Lawrence the new

power in India.
irect that

Sceretary of State even under the existing constitution to d

general elections should be held in India at the Centro and in the
In all tho Provinces as the raqult

Provinces during the cold weather.
the

of the elections even with the existing electorate it is believed that
répresentatives returned, will be national minded who will stand un-
compromisingly for a united and undivided India and for immediate
political and economic freedom for the country. When on an analysis,
the election rerults disclose such an inevitable feature, popular Govern-
ments should be formed on the basis of a stable Government command-
ing the confidence of the house as a whole. o

With popular Governments so establishe¢ and functioniny in the
Provinces and in the centre, it must be possible to proceed with that
part of the Cripps declaration tg which we adverted in our article on
the Wavell Plan in our last issue for the formation of a Constituent
Assembly as indicated in the said declaration, with full liberty to the
Constituent Assembly to frame India’s future constitution, which must
be and will be'a Federal Constitution with power at the centre, suffici

_ ently strong to maintain the integrity and the safety of India as a single
p.glitical and economic and geographical unit.

To ensure fair elections and to secure the clear verdiot of the electo«
rete it is necessary that sufficient time should be given for political
parties to place their policies and programmes before the clectorate 8o
that the verdict that is given will be one based on full information and
careful thought. To-achieve this, il is necessary that the Labour
Government sh()uld immediately permit the Viceroy to release all
politicals kept in detention for political reasons without trial and with-
out conviction by the ordinary criminal courts of the land. All controls
and bans on a free functioning of political organisations shoul& be'lifted”
and sufficient time should be given before the elections are held: for
these persons and organisations to discharge adequately the great
responsibilities that will be theirs in the near future. The coming elec-
tions will bq of an epoch making character as on their rasults will depend

~ the personiiel of the Constituent Assembly and therefore the future
Constitution of this ancient.country. .
Mr. Jinnah and his group have already started on the work of win-

~ ning the Muslim seats in such large numbers as will justify their claim
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that they represont the

Miglim community  of India, The Maslim
.
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vague and ever chang
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ent to any division of India on any
Communal basis, Mahatma Gandhi has however announced that his

offer to Mr. Jinnah stands. The masses do not often carry in their
mindg the delicate conditions and reservations that are part of Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s offer to Mr, Jinnah. There are others in the Congross fold
and those who are just ougside the Congress fold in order to bring round
congress opinion who may be willing to concedo to Mr. Jinnah almost
everything that he wanis except his claims on the Questiony af Pla;.i-
cite and realignment of Provingial boundaries. Therc is the Liberal
Party which is against Dakistan ang their reasons which are so sound
and well informed ang convincing have been substantially set forth in
many articles in our previous issuos. There is the Hindu Maha Sabha
which is definitely against Pakistan and is prepared to resist the intro-
duction of Pakistan by doing overything in its power. This is only an
ech'o of. Mr. Jinnah’s threat that if the integrity of India is sought to be
m-amtan.)ed-and the cl denied, the Muslim L‘:"MZ““
will resist it with all sposal. Horo is a poliﬁoa.l

id on both sides and it ig possible to

opinion that the congress cannot cons
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the means at its di
issue on which much hag beon sa

have two clea}' cutsides namely, those who are for Pakistan and those
whol are against Pakistan. Kven g« the three major English parties
pu't in cold storage their party loyaltics ang party programmes when the
crisis of the Turopean war overtook them, and even g the National
ls united front xo long as that erisis had to
too much to hope that the Congress, the

Givernment re

. mained a ging
be faced and o

verco?m, is it
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Liberals and the Hindu Maha Sabhites would for the time being p.ut
in cold storage all their other problems and policies and u-nlte
as a National Party to give fight to the Pakistan group and us?her info
existence a Constituent Assembly Which can claim to be National and
not sectional or communal and which can therefore command f.he su?-
port and allegiance of all political elements m the co.untry in their
great task of framing the new Constitution of India, whu':h the Labour
Party in power in England will endorse and f.aithfulliy implement l;y
enacting the nyecessary parliamentary legislatlon;to.glve effect to the
political wishes of India expressed thro' their Constituent Assembly
aforesaid ag outlined in the Cripps declaration which has been many
times reaffirmed by his Majesty’'s Government. - .

If a National party on the lines suggested above come-s into beufg
and the'top men and thoughtful minds of all the throe parties aforesaid
come into it and work as one unit, much work of an educative chax"acter
has to be done. The public will have to be educated on the real issues
involved in the Pakistan controversy and a straight and clear mandate
secured. This will also involve the National Party putiing forward
candidates for all the Muslim constituencies to fight Muslim Leagu.e can-
didates so that the myth of Mr. Jinnah representing the Muslims of_‘
’India can be exploded once for all. This is a very important' aspect
of the work Which has to receive priority attention. Elections are not
won by mere pious wishes or pontifical blessings. Much hard and 'sus-
tained work is necessary. The Labour Party in Englan'd organised
and worked so hard ¢ and their Nation honoured it with their .conﬁdenoe-
A truly representative and patriotic National party in India can also
achieve no less. When the work of proper organisation proceeds fapac‘te
the need for a definite enunciation of policies and ,programmes will be
keenly felt and the kervices of the best men will be nee(.ied.a..nd should
be utilised. The personal popularity or claims of any mdxvxdua'l' how-
ever high should not be the determining factor even as Mr. Winston
Churchill’'s personal popularity was not such a factor in the rece.nt
general elections in England. Pqtriotic men and women should give
on the occasion that is before us in the next general elections, a sound
and genuine democratic lead which will steer clear 'of every fovrm and
type of mediaevalism in thought or in’actig,\r}, fIfl\;e Victory of the Labour
Party in England must be an exam’ple__ t@lndl‘!o‘?}nql‘l shm.;ld be ‘emula_
ted for the lasting benefit of Indi@-:as"a.xsﬁg}e po‘t&{&:};vumt de.stmed to
play in an increasing measure afv;‘n"btable and honougﬂb‘l? part in world
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fxft‘airs. l_‘n this great work the Congress owes a spocial responsibility
in v?ew of its past history, the recent reatientation of its polices on
;reahst-ic lines, and the notable and statesmanlike manner in which the
Simla Conference was conducted so far ay the Congress was concornod

We shall pointo the details of what has to be done, in ar;other is:ue'
In the meanwhile, let us devoutly pray that all over the countr )er:
sonal pride and party prestige will be put in a subordinate place 15; [not
wholly eliminated, and {ervent pairiotism sublimated with f)'1'\‘,’ i
wisdom will be allowed to reign supremo, r

RASA LILA
By
Dr. V. RAGHAVAR.
An Appreciation by Prof. M. R. Rajagopala Ayyangar.

Rasa Lila is'a short Opera in Sanskrit, originaly composed for the
All India Radio, Madras Station. Dr. Raghavan’ s choise of the story of
the Rasa Krida in the first half of the tenth canto of Srimad
Bhagavatam for his fine lyric play is happy and felicitous, as it lends
itsclf easily to the inclusion of song and dance.

The theme is tho fascination of the gopis who run away from their

homes to Sri Krishna at Drindavan, charmed by the magic of his flute,
their gifts of flowers and garland to the Lord, the elation of each gops
at the thought of having made a conquest of the Great Lover to' the
exclusion of all others, Krishna's device to bring down their pride, his
sudden disappearance from their midst, their repentance and sorrow,
his gracious re-appearance and the mystic danoe that follows.

The author hts shosvn great skill in selecting from the Bhagavatam
the slokas for song and stringing them together into a lyric play. He
has also added some slokas of his own and a fine prose recitative in
imitation of the Western operas. . '

The episode of the gopis bringing flowers to adorn Sri Krishna and
of his delight in accepting them because they ave glfts of true love
has no parallel in the Bhagavatam. It concludes aptly with the Lord’s
words-: “Be it a flower or only a leaf, whatever ‘yon have brought,
everyone of them is, to me, dear and beautiful.” The freader will be
reminded of the famous sloka in the Gita : Patram, Pushpam, Palam, 4
Thoyam, Yo Mey Bakihiya Prayacchathi., The humorous incident of the
gopi who, in her pride, wanted to be carried on the shoulders of Sri
Krishna being left in the posture of mounting when He suddenly dis-
appeared is ‘also Dr. Raghavan's invention. The prose recitative ix;
‘the fourth scene beginning with Yevamasam Virahitkanam has an excel- -
lent rhythm reminiscent of Kadambari and Harshacharita. The- wonder-

The Sanskn}t Opera was published in “Amrita Vani"” by the St.
Joseph's College Sanskrit Agsociation, Bangalore. Reprint copies can be
had from the author Dr. V. Raghavan, —;Ed’ Bharaths Pharma,

. ‘ .
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SIR PHEROZESHAH MEHTA—THE CENTENARY OF RIS BIRTH
By '
Mg. K. BALASUBRAHMANYA IYER. B.A., B.L., Advocate, Madras.

Sir Pherozeshah Mehta was a giant among men and dominated the
public life of our country for nearly forty five years. He was born on
the 4th of August 1845 and passed away amidst the great lamentation of
his countrymen throughout India on the 5th of November 1915—the
fateful year which saw the death of {ndia’s another great leader and
statesman Gopala Krishna Gokhale. He (Sir Pherozeshah Mehta)
belonged to the illustrious band of statesmen headed by Dadabhai Naoron
who laid the foundations of Indian Nationalism and pioneered the
movement for India’s freedom. I had the rare privilege of having a
sight of this great personality in Bombawin 1904, when, as an urchin, L
accompanied my father in his trip to that City to attend the Session of
the Indian National Congress held there. Even upon my young immature
mind, his personality impressed itself indelibly. I have even now, a
vivid recollection of his leonine face and mustache, his attractive smile
and the slight squint in his eye. So profound wWas the impression he
made upon me that I was frequently imploring the friends who were
looking after me to take me near him at some oonvenient time. But,
this wish of mine was unfulfilled. I remember still algo the words of
intense admiration of Sir Pherozeshah’s leadership and orgamsmg
talents as Chairman of the Reception Committee, which my father
uttered in his usual explosive mannerduring his converstations with
friénds on our way to the Congress Pandal and from if,
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Fo;tufét"l for us, unlike the case of many other great men in our
o a8 . . .
xm.y‘(_’py;gu bive a very good biography of Sir Pherozeshah Maehta writ.

the advantage of having the beautiful lectures delivered by the Rt.
Hon'ble V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri about him published in book form.

Sir Pherczeshah moulded his public life by the ilustrious e¢xamplo

of Dadabhai Naoroji, and his political ideas and principles were formed

in association with men like Mahadev Govinda Ranade, K. T. Telang
and Sir Dinshaw Wacha. He was one of the foremost exponents of the
liberal school of politics. Though now 30 years have elapsed since his

lamented demise and a great revolution bas taken place in our political

outlook, ideas and aspirations and in our methods cf achieving them, and

the complex and intricate problems that confront us now are entirely

different from the comparatively simple-ones that faced Sir Pehrozeshah

and his contemporaries in the carly years of the strugglo for India’s

freedom, still, the lessons that can be derived from a careful study of

Sir Pherozeshah's life and work are of great value even today., Firstig
that a hard study and a careful training are absolutel
politician aspiring to become a useful public servant

sometimes the fashion now-a-diys to try to be«“’,:)mo a public leader with
the aid of other adventitious circumsiances and without ¢l
nary qualification of incessant toil

¥ necessary for a
and leader. Itis

1¢ prelimi-
and expericnce. Many politicians
yearning for leadership may well lay to heart {he glorious exatple of
this great man. Secondly, public work requires a fearless

and uncom-
promising independence of spirit like that w

hich characterised Sir Phero-
zeshah throughout his life in hLig glorious work for the canse of Lndian
freedom. Thirdly, and this is one of the most important legsons—it was

Sir Pherozeshah’s firm convinction thata person who belongs to any

one of the communities in our country will do a greater service to his
own community by fostering the spirit of unity among all the com-

munities and by working for the freedom of India as a whole than by
developing the spirit of commun

alism detrimental to the national inte-
rests,

_ Sir Pherozeshah in his presidential address to the Congress in
1890 made the famous declaration that a Parsi was a better and truer
Parsi, 2 Hindu wag a better and truer Hindu, and a Muslim was a better
and truer Muslim, the more he was attached to the land which gave him
birth, the more he wasg bound in brotherly relation and affection to all
th._children of the soil, the more ho recognised the fraternity of all the
Rative communities of the country and the immutable bond which bound

L
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r. (now Sir) H. P. Modi published in 1921 and we have also now

- contributed very largely to his great success—
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it of common aims and objeqts und? a
::}:nmmi;og::er:?::; t.th];utp:';:vliatlas, this salutory princ'iple is lost sight
t day politics. . . '
o inNo::t.p;‘:s:vr;s ao:’ul;))ulously honest and lncorrupttilbllle 11,: vt;iss;::l:’l:.
life. Espeolally as a member of the Bor.n!my Corpora b:h,inﬂuenoes‘ rer
led astray from the strict path of public duty by Btud L oo
commendations or corruptions of anyr sort.‘ He h.a e oery =0
ilty of it at any time during his public career. : ar
wasl:?:sg;uoh to be prized in a public man past or present. His activi-
:i:: 1Were tiot confined to any one sphere of publie life. H? was a; 8;-6“
a leader in the Municipal affairs of his City as he Was. in the Indian
National Congress or the University of Bombay. A publicleader can be

‘really of the greatest service to his country only if his activities are of

an all-round character. Lastly, 1 shall refer to one .matter, whi}::hhr;xlaz
appear to you a litile sirange at the pres.ent dz.a,y. Sir Pl?erozes a ; as
a profound belief in the British connection. It 1.3 th-e fashlon' nfow-];- Zi.
to point the finger of scorn and ridicule at thxs- simple behe“. . ) o
pressed, it, however, in this manner in one of hx's speeches. v; ten,ﬂx1
the inscrutable dispensation of Providence, India sts assngleffﬁ: k tz
care of England, one can almost imagine that the chmce.w:’sls 0 -Z eand
her as to Israel of old : Behold ! I have placed before ym; a.I ezzl dg nd
a curse, a blessing, if ye will obey the commandments of the 5 rd y
God; a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments"of 1311‘1;: 01}'l ti:l::
God but go after other gods whom ye hav? not.; kn.own . 5 -t-o‘;g thero
i d deal of justification for losing this faith in the British co
oo t of the many events which have occured and the broken
o o o' s which have besmirched the fair name of Britain in

. .&nd prom:‘e s of Sir Pherozeshah, still, it has to be recognis.;ed
- émce “;9 :t);ve helpand cooperation of British statesmen, during
::::ew;:m::lttli‘:nzs, it scems to be impossible. to solvg the I)rci?:nts gzrli(;
loek and tha.t the arbitrament.of British justice and lmpar :{;e ]s;ajority
boeebrought to play in composing the differences between

. ses ot ry.
eommunity and the minorities 1n our cour?tt‘y
I shall refer to one marked characteristic o

pledges

f Sir Pherozeshah which
his great art of pub_lic
ordinary kind, but his
capacity for banter,
with which he
of Indiad,

speaking, Hig powers of debate were of an ext‘ra
speeches were rendered most effective by his

- sarcasm and humour—powerful weapons in his armotry, "
gometimes smpyq his political opponents and, the enemi
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freedom. I cannot resisi the tempt

aticn of reforring to two striking
instances taken from his biograpl

1y.  ln aspeech he made referring to
the activities of two persons namely, Sir Sycd Ahmed and Rajah Siva-
the Congress, he drew a humorous
picture of the difficultias which have arisen by tho combination of two
such personalities, thug :—

“They were s0 like the Scotch terrier,
hair, that you could not tell which was the k
of it. 8ir Syed Ahmed pulled vigorous]
vigorously the other
jay they had set up,
few and the émusem
1t had been announc
The other was when

prasad directed in opposition to

who was so covered with
eal or which was the tai)
y one way, Raja Shiva Prasad as
; and they so pulled between them, the poor popin-
that it burst and poured out to the amazement of a
ent of us all-not the real patriotic stuff with which
ed to be filled, but tho whitestand purest sawdust”.

Sir Mancherjee Bhownuggoree came in for severe
castigation at his hands in a speech which Sir Pherozeshah delivered in

reply to a public address in 1895. 1 give below that portion of the speeoh
waorth quoting in extenso:

** A certain clags of Anglo-Indians have decorated Mr. Bhownuggrep
with a little gold lace, and he ig set up asa great political oracle of
‘credit and renown ’ and he has been made oracularly to denounce the
educated classes as sowing discontent ard sedition by their perpotual
selfish and unserupulous attacks against the English in India. QGentle-

men, I, for one, recognize the singular competence of Mr. Bhownuggree
to formulate such an indictment, for I have a ve

ey vivid recollection of
an incident that took place some years ago, 1 was returning from

otal work a nda friend
adhwan in the compartment in which T wag travelling.

dinner at the refreshment room at Abmedabad station ;
on returning to gur compartment, we found an Fnglish gentlemen in-
stalled in it with g huge and fierce-looking dog by his side. Both my
friend and myself had very 8trong objections to travel in such company
for a whole night, and finding on e¢nquiry that the gentleman moant to
keep the dog with him, we tried to persuade him to relegate his com-

pfmion to the dog box in acoordance with the railway regulations. On
his refusal, [ 8poke to the station-master,

Kathiawar, where 1 haq gone on some professi
joined me at W

He got out for

brevent then frem Proceeding to blows.

As 1 took my friend aside and 7
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. _ d
i lained to people gathere
i iiy hi tnglish gentleman comp _
ied to paciiy him, the Eng . _ e was in
Z}ru?ut hoI\)v utterly unreasonable and plovokmgb.outl tc e
¢ 0
jecti - of his dog. ‘I never objec ’
bjeeting to tho company o ' T 0D e
:vijth natgive‘; in the same compartment’ he said with the m.c;s piglgoxqu
‘ ‘ i the Y €
i ly ¢onceive, gentlemen, '
ir in the world. You can scarce . Xy
a;rf n; ;nto which my excited friend was thrown af this cotr‘np. e
Geser i stingin -
description of the status of dogs and natlves., none thtz ?::si;r)legnce. .
cause made with the most perfect unconsciousness ol 1 3 -
saus X
thought it advisable to take him and myself to a_nother co‘mspt pmen”
where 1 tried t6 moderate his somewhat violent tirades again

' : i lagses from
" tolerable rudeness of Europeans towards natives of all ¢

i r take
princes downwards, by telling him not to generalize ovber m:::lo;)ed. ”
individual cases too seriously. But he waslnot t(} t:e :reatmeh.t .

] lain away the insolence o

couted all aitempts to exp : :
S tives by Europeans as anything akin to the estrangement c:I:aIusedue(yi
h i igi e ca
i 1 and religious ways.
lusive character of native socia . ;
:he excmui!;d many of the stories on this point related in that exoellizt
o my ; X

ticle in the October number of the Contemporary R:e;m;w :;or?h e
o ’ t of facts™ tho

hose accurate statemen _

n of the Rev. Mr. Bonner, whos _ ¥ thos
pim are acquainted with things below the surface can fu‘ll‘y veflfy1 . y
;’Niend addedl many others with which natives are familiar, m(:, u x.nlg1 |
t;\ t relating to the English Gymkhana in Bombay. I capped it w1l:

a \ -
the doings regarding the Frere Hall in Mahableshwar, bulltdlargels; y

i i been substantially handed over fo a
ive donations, but which has . 4 :
Ill?lat::pean club which debars by one of its rules, any native visitor being

u

i . T g f 1‘ g

in the mouth of educated natives. This friend of mine, the hero of this .
in

[ ' ho has now
\ than Mr. Bhownuggree, w
, was gentlemen. no other . .
sz(;:ited the errors of his old ways and is posing as a reformed characte:
;efore Anglo-Indian audiences fo denounce the folll{y and jangi::ci:e
i ke perpetual attacks on and or
the educated classes to ma ;
;ilow;:;:nsbin India, who, if they have faults, have them only as thesun
uro L ’ s ‘

has spots”. -



LIFE AND TIMES OF SIR PHEROZESHA MEHTA-
By
Mgk, K. CUANDRASEKHARAN, M A., B.L., Advocate, Madras.
it was Fdmund Gosse Who said without any resor':m that “‘there is
no greater literary mistake than to attempt what is called the Life and

Tim ’ r i
| de}i;esdolf) atman . Fo.‘. according to him the biography being a ‘study
vy two definite events, birth and death, it fills the canvas with

one fi
gure, and other characters however great in thomsclves must

always be subsidiary to the central hero

This obse ;
doubt both profound and true. rvation scems no

Nt.everthelcss exceptions to such axioms necessarily engage our
?;.tentlon. ".l‘he Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri’s treatment of the Life and
imes of 8ir Pherozeshah Melita is a book in instance. Ho has worked
the background Of, the Times only in order to bring into greater | fe]il::i
the portrait of Mehta. By making a judicious sclection of incidents, by
tracing certain general lines of political thought - and, above all ’ by
rc-zlieving the reader of tho pleihora of useless matter conccrninp’ the
Plstorical events bound up with that lile, he has been able to pa?r;)t the
Imposing figure of his hero in proper setiing.
. f::e dom\:)b.t the form of the original talks is retained here in entiretly,
‘ publishers have hardly taken any more liberties with it than
are strictly warranted by the occasion or the circumstances. In fact
;::::it'):dy li{nows tl.ml? notbing w.ill suffer by a faithful transposition of
s%)o en word into the written. His extempore speeches general-
ly.read high-class in print without the need of any touching or
4 sl'xght alteration even, His command of the english idiom and lg' o
f:lty for elegance of style are the samne to him while speaking (1)1: C::II‘);-
u.ug. The listener or the reader of his language foels no trace of dis )a:
rity between t}lese two capacities in him, It is all ono oven sill:en
chqrd bo.th to the eye and to the touch. There can be no room thorefore
for making any kind of preference between his specch and writing®
:\’Iaybe the listener misses the superb modulation of the voice ;r the
t;ultless pronounciat-ion or accent while reading him in print; or maybe‘
e reader also occasionally f;uils to be stimulated by any arresting

L T —

re ij;u;dbfz:f‘()f Sir Pherozesha Mehta by Rt. Hon. V.8 S_r/igi\"r;;;*ggﬂ
> L., C.H. Published by $ri R, 8, 3ai ) 3 Eliot ore.
b o y Anusuya Bai, No. %0, Kdward Elliot Road, Mylapore
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thought or robust philosophy of outlook in that otherwise mogdel piece
of English prose. .

Sir Pherozeshah is indeed a very engaging character for an experi-
enced artist to handle. Ho was a towering personality in his own day,
and perhaps continues to be regarded 8o by quoceeding genevations as
well. In the closing years of the last and the first decade of the present
centuries, he was an unquestioned power in the land both With the in-
telligentsia on the one hand and the officers of the Government on the
other. It invites our unstinting curiosity and wonder to find bim never
lowering bis flag in all his batiles with those clothed in authorits.
Instances are enumerated here to show how gir Pherozeshah always
regarded himsclf first and last as an Indian in all the political agitations
he was party to. As an early congressiman his services to the gountry
cannot be easily calculatéd. As an administrator at the helm of munici-
pal affairs heissecond to none. As a patriot in feeling fora upited offort
on our part towards complete liberation from the foreign yoke, heis a
supreme example in himself. ,

8till the other side of the picture has not been omitted by Sastri,
In pointing out his defects Sastri dwells upon Pherozeshah’s inability to
bring himself down to the level of the hamble and the lowly in social
gervice. Again in another virtue also the hero according to him failed,
and that is, his prodigal and epicurean tastes allowed him no scope for
acts of noteworihy munificence. Perhaps Sastri cannot'reconcile him-
gelf to doing justice to posterity as a biographer, unless he has also oX%-
tenuated all possibilities of a later day critic calling him partial to his
hero in any measure. Hence it i8 that we find sentiments of the follow-
ing kind emanating from him : “‘Goodness reguires a certain element of
tenderness to others, of a fellow-feeling, of a desire to help others in
their troubles, of a desire to share your prosperity with others, of a
desire to be just and kind. We want that gracefuiness, that touch of
tenderneas; otherwise we don't wish lo call a man good. I don't think
Pherozeshah at any time showed much of goodness, so defined and so
undersfood.”

The reader of this volume will gain much inward knowledge of
Mghta's motives in many of his actions in the political atmosphere of
his day. Indeed Sastri has spared no pains to bring vividly before our
very eyes Mehta's figure and personality. At any rate one fine
passage where he compares, not nnjustifiably too, Mechta and Gokhale

- proves Sastri's ability of pen or tongue at its sammit, After referring

g 4o ke
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to some of the public virtues they both
Sastri follows it up with his description :
that their attraction differed
to dominate you. When yon
in his eyes whieh fixed you
power, | have gor
and with vigo

shared in oqual measure
‘Bat 1 must say at once
greatly.  Sir Phoerozeshah scemed
saw him full in the facn, thore wag a squint
almagt,  You folt that you woere in his

n him in the Legislative Gouncil speak with authority
urs that drew every

body's attention to him: and 1 have
seen how, when a

ny member of the caunell PO
or three minutes he use

ducing on
authority s

ke, every two minutes
d to turn to know what improession ho was pro-
his Master of the House. 1 cannol say that Gokhale's
hone to the same extent on his face. H
but there wag 5 pleasingnes
ness, and levingness,

¢ captivated you alsos
s, 18 L may say so, in his ook, a brotherli-
a tenderness almout of familiarity which drew you
to him with a bond of affection. But there ~the similarity ends. S8ir
Pherozeshah had a rich and sonorous voice; when he spoke to an andi-
erixce, without effort he could be heard in the most distant cornor. Even
his whispers did not fail to catch your altention. And then his diction
was dignified and poworful ; and when ho chose to criticisa people, it
was such as hit hard. 1f he was minded to dttack a person,

N0 merey in the way he handied him. Ho cout
he gould be gentle,

utterly lacked. Qo
his hearers, but his

there was
1 be rough if he pleased ;
And there was a wide range of voice which Gokhale
khale spoke also so as to command tho attention of
voice was different ; it was pitched in a lower key.
When youn heard bim, you felt drawn to a person who spoke with his
full heart; and meant every word of what he said and every syllable of
of every word that he uttered. You saw sincerity and conviction
stamped on his features and in his voioe. And then there was no banter;
there was no ridiculing of the adversary; there wag nothing like hitting
hard. There was argument piled upon argument; there was reasoning ;
there was a large number of statistics drawn from® registers and re-
turns, and above all there was a noto of mild controversy ; aund there
Wwas a note of persuasion which you felt was that of a friend or & man
th meant to convert you to his opinion, and not of a person who
desired to bear you down with authority or confound you with subile
reason.”

But Bastri, the artist, feels not satisfied with the task of a biogra-
pher in the stracheyan manner. He is not content with merely *“‘expos-
ing” his hero without appearing himself before you. On the other hand
Sastri would introduce here and there his own criticism or judgment,

with hesitation, with a certain amount of touching up, an

. "
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a brief note of moral also to erring
n $o give us hints on biagra-

. e .
phy writing in general. Even at the outset Sastrl exhor:f.l:sr ::e?,; It.l::
our sense of human values be Tobust: let us be to our chl o hey
pages of biography and autobiography no.better and no worse
see us in every day life’. A good maxim indeed !

Again Sastri feels someWhat strongly about th e o,
dency o'f many people to speculste upon the careers of pu o
should ocircumstances have been different for th?m or shou ol
have survived their own times. For instance in .hxs talk ‘on -
Dinshaw Wacha added to this volume a8 31.1 app?ndle we hav?‘ix;) ];ada.
language his tota]l condemnation of people a’clalm.'such as;l iy
bhai Naoroji and Gokhale could be brought bwk'to life amo -g e;ation
would take their stand with the author of non-violent, non-co-op :
" The rebuke to such detractors follows in
' T confess to s natural aversion f}‘om
: an oon-

and when occasion permits it, ‘
humanity. Above all he makes it an 0coasio

e reprehensible ten-

and maas oivil disobedieno‘e-
Sastri's own language thus:’
cooksure, uncompromising final judgments in ans:, sphere of bhuma! )
duot. One can never know enough to judge aright . None. nfaed cox‘x;'men ’
on the* wholesomeness of such an attitnde. Surely Sastri like ordinary

“"bersons is drawn by “thewoversign instinct of safety” and dées not

wish to be racked by doubts when the fscts‘ of a life a;:e known
to him. But in the view of some of the Well'-known ,blogra/pher:

like Nicholson, ‘hiography is the pre-occupation and a?olao; 1;0 |
of certainty, but of doubt.”” Again, “delightful biographers; ‘hk? n 4r¢fa

Maurois, cannot be looking at biography a8 only a reposztoryt (;s
safe faots. Certainly‘none can gainsay some )o‘f the 'f\;ndatl;::n:e
like, “‘the biography must be written with, effort, with p d\lls“;" |

with a strict oare for trut

h—a care not only for truths of fact (so far‘ |
as the unfortunate biographer can aftain them), but for that pro-

founder truth which is poetio truth’. Mark the words profounder truth !

. Yos. we should try to follow truth as revesled by facts “withall our soul, -

that is, with all our attention, with all our erSpec:t.. w.it;h gll ?ur intflh- B
geuée. but also with such faculties of pftistiq' .dfjlnﬁtlon . 88" Wt; . :n:: -
poasgss.’.’ " 1t needs no grea.t:erv_v \emph&sis the.refore to pr::vp l"th: ‘;gié_

atiexﬁptih'gf to produce the sou vd‘bf-_ th?".._ ind.xvidua.‘l a.nd ’the ::hi Ry
sote, ws oan aim at irath of a Kind ofally difforent {rom that whioh fs
pursued by the chemist or the physicist. As s mf?te}f of fact éomvh o o s
most high-class bicigrap}?ex'-’é' have sho‘wn«qo-heéni_;ati"on, to enfgr t '?-...ag w
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_of pch!]’&!}m when it became necessary for them to show how biography
as.a-méans of expression is no less praiseworthy than any otherkaspeo‘t
of it. Wo come across such ‘ifs’” even in Lytton Strachey, the prince

" among modern biographers, which fixes the seal of approval upon this

tendency to help readers in understanding the character of great

men  Dealing with a great friend of Florence Nightingale, Strachey
“that career would certainly have been very different if he

would say,
» o much of cocksureness would be,

had never known Miss Nightingale.
according to Sastri, detestable. Again we come across a similar sentence
starting with an “if" in another standard biography of recont times:
“‘1f Abraham Lincoln, instead of being entrenched for his term of office
as President of the United States, had becn a Prime Minister subject to
conditions of the British Cabinet system, he woald almost certainly not
have survived the long series of reverses which befell the North in the

first years of Civil War, or been able to stand np against the attacks of

Florace Greely and others, who anticipated the nart played by Lord

Northeliffe in the Great War,”
Surely no good biographer fosls ho has done Ju

unless he has also viewed his hero's personality in relation
times. For instance, J. A. Spender, while reviving his memories of Glad-
“Yet, great men, like great

stone, cannot pags on without saying,
books, acqnire new meaning with the passago of time, and it is impossi-
ble to think of Gladstone without relating him to these times......had he
been living at this hour, 1 feel convinced that he would goniehow have
made his voico heard through all the obstructions, and against all the
°'_““h of opposing voices and forces™ This natural toundeney in the
biograp! er to oxPress his conviction about how his hero would have
behaved had ho lived on, gains more strength perhaps in the case of
those, .Who‘hnd passed away quite prematuarely after having raised oX-
‘?:::::xons of their immense potentiality for doing great things in the
laboz:: ::;1;30“? be f'uir in(iee:fl, w'hile reviowing this
. napect of th v:riﬂ;ms'tn, to close it with any dissentiont noke
hiding how much :rs meptal preserves. He has shown withou
n admirer he is of the moderate view '‘as upon the

whole, th .
w @ truer or juster view.” There is always a lo{ty tone of public

\stice to the subject
to his own

praiseworthy
te upon any
t anv

pirit in al \

i the kgy;:t:‘:fh:, has said or says. High rectitude in humnsn affairs
(Inm“ should feel tls philosophy. And need we add, how rauch grateful
bd’ttgm a8 woll as ]‘l’l‘:ards one who has sll along remainod consistent in

";qn‘ogfffﬂotms' “prooupel'lon&l loyalties, in an age of a fearful succes

' pﬂbﬁffhhllv e ng many age long notions of personal conduct and

Py NE2OD e 1% 7]
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The Passing away of Untouchability
K. V. SESHA AIYANGAR, M.A., B.L.

A
T

Bharata Dharma Pamphklet No. 1.
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This pamphlet will indeed go a long way tewards the
removal of untouchability in India, s cause for which the whole

T
AR

;,‘) enlightened population of India is striving. (The Hindu.)
W This pamphlet puts in a nut shell the case for the Un-
3 touchables. (The Swarajye)
g ¢ . ’ . . .

2 Do Sastras justify Touch Pollution?

& MR.S. SITARAMA RAC

(f Bharata Dharma Pamphlet Ne. 2. -

;‘\ The pamphlet is caleulated to bring an assurance of son-

5 formity to those working for social uplift as showing that
°  Hinduism without untouchability ir not less orthodox than

b h . . .oy
& present day Hinduism. , (The Hindu)
&) , :

N\

1) . L . .
Advertise it The Bharata Dharma. 1t circulates wiaewy in

g\ India and Burmah, and has subscribers in lingland, Kanya, New
York U. 8. A., Holland, Australia,’South Africa, Malaya, Mauri-
(¢ tius and Fiji—-Besides individual subscribers it is placed on the
m tables of over sixty clubs, public libraries, reading rooms, schools
%' and coMeges—An excellent means of advertising. For terms
apply to the manager, MORYALAYA, ROYAPETTAH, MADRAS.
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if you beliove

in the glorious past and no less

glonuus futufc of

Hinduism

Buv and read
BHARATHA DHARMA

a monthly journal devoted to the

cause of
Liberal Hinduism
Annual Subscription including Postage

only Rs.3 per anoum bcg’inning

with any month of the vyear.

d wY.C. Ymnd.mn at the T.udm Prnw Wofks, m South Madn St,roec Myhpor
and Pabdubed by T. 8 Swarvwnetha Iver, M.a., B.L., Asst. Ssev. Arys Mata Sahha
“Moryadave''. 141, Mowbrav's Ro;«d, Ro_v-mr'abah'. Madras.
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