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Theosophy Is

WANT us all to have a good deal of dis-
conten* with ourselves about the way in
;}.hxch we iave been able to get along so far.
M 1s imperative if The Somety in India is
#ding to fulfil the great mission before it in
“these new days that our older workers es-
pecially should lead the way in the_new
Theosophy, although Theosophy is not and
:can never be new. But I want that we
'should get rid of everything that clogs us.
What clogs most of us are the traditions
under which we have been living for years
and years and years. Those traditions may
0o doubt be excellent. I am not finding fault
with any tradition, but we must challenge
them, we .must, become independent Theos-
ophxsts—not at the mercy of books, not at the
mercy of persons, not at the mercy of .tradi-
tions—looking forward with vision into the
guture to see what we can do to build anew.
I think before any member of The Society
starts out on his lecturing travels hereafter,
¢ should look to see what ought to be ex-
ted from him considering his limitations,
1t also considering his opportumtles.
#. The slogan for all of us in India is a slogan-
which bas a. very comsiderable amount of

Eganmg ‘more, I think, than yerhaps’appeara‘

By The

Editor

on the surface. You will remember there w
a certam boock written with the admxm,k K
title “God Is My Adventure.” Theosop
Is My Adventure” each of us must say tg
ourselves, and I insist upon the word Advesn.
ture. You must not be static and repeat th¢
same old Theosophy in the same old wa;
We will never get anywhere; if that isal
we can do, then the sooner we fade away th
better, e
But who is going to take the place of th
older people ? We are the stalwarts, we ha‘.’
proven ourselves, but in their present cony
tion, who can depend upon the young p
They have not been tried, tested, so that w
all their enthusiasm they can be counted up
to do what is needed. ¥
We had that splendid talk of a Chi
young man yesterday, given with all. §k
spirit of enthusiasm when he said thls, b
and .the other is wrong. Yes, certainly
to what extent can we depend upon 3
put it right ? He has no traditions
him.. They are all in front of him and
not yet seized them.
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‘But: Theosophy is our Advigture, and we
must be adventurers, constant® thinking as
to what more we can makelof ofir Theosophy
than \\fe have made of it go By what more it
is that the world needsyfnd what more i is
that we cwgld do. T

I ag Ctmerely taliing o on thearclicud,
intellectual manner. | have been supreincly
conscious of the need for me (o wake my
official Presideniial Theosophy myv tremen-
dous adventwre for the yvewrs which vemain to
me, 1 cavoot afford o Jose time.  These
youug people can play about, but we older
people cannof afford to. Ve are conung ta
the end of our stay in the autside world,  We
must not go down into our departure scumply
doing the sme thimes we have done for the
past twenty or thirte years. The older we are
| the more vital 1t s that we shouid chidtenpe
fevery part of vurselves, every portion of mau
' Theosophy, 1o see what we can make new of it

|
r Your Own Theosophical Feet
;

" Among other things, 1 want that we shanid
try to stand on our own {eer without depena-
ence upon authority, withont the cruiching
aid of books, without W thore thinss thad are
50 splendidly wrue, w0 wonderfal, so essential,
but which necd 10 be ziven @new aligoment
to cause theny to Bt naa the necds nf the new:
world.

I will tell you frankly that while from one
point of view I appreciate the phrase, fromn
another point of view I dislike very much 1o
hear myself addressed as “our revered leader,”
I say that those who address me so ave either
tomparatively inaincere though intending to be
$incere, or are using me as a pair of crutches.
I Euow | am not a revered leader. [ have
fno intention of being revered. The only kind
fof leadership [ can give is to wyselfl, and to
any who choase independently to accept the

_prarticular things that [ way happen to be
“able to give.
» T am adventuring into Theosophy. 1 am
not content with all the old slogans, with all
the old teachings in 50 far as they are apphied
to modern conditions. T must try to sce what
I can do mysel{ with my Arundalian Theos-
ophy, which will be less wonderful, naturally,
than the Besantian Theosophy, than the
Leadbeaterian Theosophy, but it will be the
‘best I can do, and it will be what I shall
carry away and try to improve as I go on my
pilgrimage,
If we are going to have the same old lec-

tures, then we are simply going round and,

rround, as the poet has expressed it,"'in an
eddy of purposeless dust” That is very
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true.  We do not attract many new mombers.
Even if we go m the fuil fervour of Theo-
sophical lecturing, we do not attract young
people, becanse we are older people moving
about along our own lues which have {30
refationship (o the tines ajong
people tre moving.

So my prayer o all of vou—not as o re-
vered leader,” for 1 da net want (o bhe that,
but 1 do wand vour fricndship, your kind out-
look upon the work [ do, thoush not in the
feast degree yorn auwrocment

which young

My prver s
thit oF vau ave veal friends of wine, you will
ROOYOUT own way, 1o try (o breal: loose from
the wuthority of books and traditions, not for
the suke of breaking inuse, bt in order to trys.
to stand on your own feet and then awaken
somte morning with a tremendous aurge of
Theosophy which seems to come down to you
hike a bolt from the blue.

v ave wernly going 1o he bookwors,
you will remain worms,  So many of our
members are either houk i Py Labooi ity
worms, or worns of one kind or annther.
Another <logan, hey el “Ceo e {0 be
Cit e it dedl S0 sUongly the neces-
sity ——which dates probably from Deceniber
31, Y0hb—to emerge fron

Y Wi slage
thar 7 had 1o peay

o dhe Gads to give me
SEnc oppoliiiiny (o know what 1 ean do for
Liiem as President of The Theosophical So-
ciety. Thatis my adventure. You must have
your adventure, too. Meetinge mafier lossh
originality matters more

Challenge everything! Do not fee you
have to be a memher of this, hat, or the
other organization in order to gain salvation.
You can nnly gain salvation through yourself,
It comes from within and can be only shightly
awded from without.  1f you have invested
m the Usoteric School, the Liberal Catholic
Church, the Bharata Samaj, or Co-Masenry in
order to have a chance of getting a little more
salvation, I can assure you that you will not
get it, and 1 can certainly assure you that I
hope you will not.

If you want salvation, an expansion of con-
sciousness, really to know your own Theos-

ophy which is unigue and different from every -

other Theosaphy, you must scek for if within,
My plea to you, therefore, is that when
you leave here under the slogan “Theosoph
Is My Adventure,” you will endeavour t
commune with yourselves, and to make the
personal contact—which you can if only you
will—with the Elder. Brethren who are so
eager to help us fulfil our duty to Theosophy
and to The Theasaphical Society, especially in

these days of *he great, great need of the world.

orcmd SV Fhyay
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WORKERS FOR ADYAR ut at present otmtiicuiays are severd

THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE,
23 March 1945
My dear Colleague, » .

4 think 1 ought to acquaint you with the
situation at our Adyar Headquarters so that
members desiring to come may first be sure
they can be received.

For six months after peace has been de-
clared, our best bungalows will remain in the
occupation of the Army authorities.  Our ac-
commodation is, therefore, greatly restricted
and we e thready overcrowded,

There are still ronms available in Lead-
beater Chambers, but there are no cooks or
other servanis, and the few residents living in
Leadbeater Chambicis bhave to find for them-
selves with great difficulty.  Nobody coming
from abroad could possibly manage.

Then our financial situation at present ab-
solutely precludes us from offering even sub-
sistence abowances 1o prospective workers,
apart altogether from the fact that visitors are
by the rales requived to deposit in advaunce
with the llonorary Treasurer their return
farcs from Adyar to their actual homes, We
can positovely miake to cooepiions 1o thia, the
more so as we must have available all possible
resoultes tul thic lielping of Sections and mem-
bers in great distress as the result of the war.

Hence, if prospective workers need payment
Jor their services they should be informed that
a0 allowances are at present available. Even
if such workers are prepared entirely to
finance themselves, the question of accommo-
dation still remains.

. No one should come who is not invited in
writing by myself.

Of course, good health is essential, for we
only have facilities for treating quite minor
ailnients, and any intending visitor should
make sure he can stand the beat of Adyar with

- all the inevitable lack of amenities to lessen it.
It 1s not recommended that old people
should apply to visit Adyar, especially if they
come to India for the first time. If they be-
come ill they will have to go to the General
Hospital in Madras with all its inevitable
inconvenience,

It should also be understood that residence

. at Adyar is for a period normally not exceed-

,.ing one year, a period \\{hlph can only be

‘wgxtended by special. permission of the Pres-
ident, and if of definite benefit to Adyar.

Of course, | hope that in due course Adyar

.may become much more accessible, and that

" we may be able to invite visitors and workers

iito stay at Headquarters awhile.
A £ K

and varied, and mem _ g’d
against coming unless de 15%%
all conditions set forth, )
Fraternally,
GEORGE S. ARUNDALE,
. President,

THE ROUND TABLE—1946

The President has received the following cable
from Irau Scheffimacher, General Secretary
for Switzerland :

“The Swiss Convention of The Theosophi-
cal Sociely taking place in Berne, 25 March,
offers to prepare the way for the Round Table
meeting at Geneva in 1946. Enthusiasm for
our world mission 1s increasing with your
constant inspiration.”’ _

The President has replied as follows :

“U was very happy to receive your most
encouraging telegram offering to prepare the
way for our Round Table meeting when the
tnne comes.  You must address the European
Federation in this regard since I have placed
them in charge of all the necessary arrange-
ments, DBut [ would point out that even if
the war e over 1o 1946 there will still remain
the very great difficulty of obtaining the neces-
sary transport. There will be an enormous
rush for berths in every ship and for seats in
every airplane, and it may well be that we
shall have difficulty in securing either, We
have put down our names for reservations.:
But there are many priorities which may take
precedence of us. So, we must not be overg
confident about 1946, certainly not about th
beginning of the year. -

“I am sending a copy of this letter to thd
General Secretary of the Luropean Federa
tion and I shall be very much obliged if yo
will write to him in London as soon as possible

“Rukmini Devi and I send our most lovin,
wishes for the great success which we hop
accompanied the Swiss Convention. But you ]
telegram reached us here only on April 5, so!
that it came long after the holding of the
Convention. But I am sure the Comzention
was both inspiring and enthusiastic. We can:

rely upon our Swiss brethren for this.” o

Message From The Alps

No barriers can be set up against the life
that flows through The Society: From g
summer school "in Switzerland a message of
loya_lty‘ was sent to the President and Ruk.
mini Devi from Dr. Kamensky and & group.
of friends in Geneva, - SO
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IMPRESSIONS OF VAISAKH

By GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

[These TLinpressions of the 1944 Ceremony
were begun (n tie April issuc, as a prelude
to the May frll nwoon, occurring this year
on the 27th «t 819 am., Iindian standard
time.]

Here is the next ‘Impression.”

It is always kindest to tell the truth, but to
téll it convincingly and with deep under-
standing.

" (This is, of course, the remembrance ot
the Lord Buddha's utterance.)

But it is always best to face the truth one-
self and to change accordingly. DBetter than
to be told the truth is to face the truth and to
change accordingly as we are able to receive
‘.‘itl
' There are people whose pendulums swing
violently. There may be others whose pen-
dulums have not yet reached the condition of
violent swinging. Those whose lives are most
stormy because they have the constant strain
of alternating between Heaven and earth need
most to cling fast to the Truth. Dr. Besant
was one of those whose pendulum swung
violently, but she was able to cling so close to
truth that her hte was triumphant even m i
so-called fatlures. She clung not to the truth
as it thay seem to be when beset by earth,
for then it is almost always warped by per-
sonal influences, but to the Truth as it shines
forth, as from time {o time we are able to
erceive it, unalloyed in the Heaven world.

The tremendous pressure of the \World

ar acts both to stir to heights and to plunge
nto depths. It must affect us all, either for
eeper serenity or for greater unrest and de-
spondency, with all their attendant ills.

- One sometimes thinks of the Master as say-
ling, even though the thought is indeed pre-
sumptuous :

“We take to our hearts those to whom We
fentrust work in the outer world, but often
“they lose themselves in that work, for it seetns
‘and is so wonderful that they live in it instead
of in Qur hearts wherein they will find the
peace which alone can bring to fruition their
work for Us. They become enslaved by the
work instead of being at home with the Elder
Brethren who send them forth.

“Ever should Our messengers live at Home,
-in Qur Home which is theirs, never losing
7the spirit of the Home which rises triumphant
ﬂ.bove all outer adversities, and which causes
all circumstances to become bereft of any
power to hurt or to obstruct.

“As, under the Blessing of the Tath@gatha,
we have learned the joy of being untiring
Helpers of the world, never ahandoning any,
for all must draw ‘nearer and nearer to Us
because they are forcver (Jur brethren and
friends, so must those who represent Us eflar
seel out more friends for 1)y, friends already
as indeed they are, but who must hecome
very happy as they discover how near and
how dear they are to s whom they think they
do“not yet know.

Has it not been said of one of our Greater

drethren that ‘in Ilin is no darkness at all,
neither shadow of turning’ ?

“All darkness, all unhappiness, all sense of
deteat and frustration, come from within.
They may seemi to come from without, but
then it is because we are slaves to circum-
stances and depend upon them like cripples,
instead of dwelling in the midst of them like
Kings.

“If circumstances seem to injure us and
overwhelm us it 1$ because we are confused
by them, and allow them to toss us about as
a straw is tossed helplessly by the wind.

“Circumstances are never enemies to the
wise, ouly to the ignorant, to those who want
to see immediate results and who become
unhappy when results do not scem to conie or
come otherwise than they had hoped and
perhaps planned. Let no worker of Ours
walk in his own shadow and cry out that it is
dark. -

66 7~ . o 1

Even if we entrust a mission to one of
Our trusted servants, and who is-there whom
We do not trust, it must be remembered that
the heart of it is the bringing to Us of those
who will help Us, perhaps even now, but
surely when their time comes.

43 .

Our present band of helpers must give Us
their successors, for those who help Usin
one way today may be needed to help Us in
other ways tom’rrow if others come forward
to take their piaces. The Band of Servers
must steadily grow largely because OQur
servers of today are ever seeking recruits
to it.

“Whom have you brought to Us? Whom
are you drawing near to Us? Whom are you
helping to enter Our service ?  We ask these
questions of Qur workers, not how far they
may have succeeded in making good in a
cause We have given them to establish ir
str‘?ngth i the outer world. *

Those who are being prepared for Our
service may only in their early stages be
nursed and protected. Only in their earliex
stages may they be surrounded with oppor-
tunities and ease.
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“At all stages Qur workers must give them
affection and encouragement, ever remember -
ing how difficult it is even for those y\'ho are
approaching s to come out of their world
into Ours. Initiation mto Our world means
th: breaking of fetters which heretofore may
have seeined even to be safeguards.

“gtill, the time must come, if We are to
number them among Our Company, foy them
to show Us that they can s;and on tlj.elr own
feet, draw their strength trom‘wnbh;n them-
selves and not depend upon individual or
circumstance from without, come to Us of
their own accord, showing H]Clr‘ power to
remain serene even amidst the ‘slings and
arrows of outrageous fortune.’

“Our workers must test the steadfastness
of loyalty of those whom we may call proba-
tioners, they must test their steadfastness of
loyalty to themselves and to the work before
they bring them to Us for further helping.
These probationers must respond to the lesser
help before they can be admitted to the privi-
leges of the greater help.

“Still, our workers must never Jose heart
with regard to any of those whom perhaps
We Ourselves have placed in their way. These
workers have themselves lessons o learn, ngld
if a probationer sometimes seems to grow 1m-
pervious to their guidance, let them remember
that they too fail from time to time and that
We Ourselves are infinitely patient with them,
always ready to be near them when they have
become tired of being alone.”

Inundated With Opportunities

These are the main impressions of the Vai-
sakh Ceremony. But there are one or two
more. Here is a peculiar little memory which
trickled in and may have had nothing to do
with the Vaisakh but may possibly be a re-
membrance of some little ceremony in connec-
tion with it. [ have an impression that some-
thing goes on to strengthen those who are
still struggling in the outer world but whom
the Elder Brethren have perhaps marked out
for Themselves, and this may be part of a little
ritual that has trickled into the consciousness :

Do you know wherein you are sure you
have often failed in thought, in feeling, in
speech, in action ?

I think I do.

Do you think you can change so as to suc-

. %usceed where now you fail ?

1 will indeed try. .
Then shall Our Blessing be with you as

. you try, for it is more blessed to seek even

than to~ﬁnd..

#®

2 .

This is a little fragment which might be
more if one would brocg}d on it.

The Elder Brethren probably spoke to
various individuals and gave advice intimate
to the individuals themselves which, of
course, cannot be given here. When the
Elder Brethren vouchsafe an interview one

does not go near to hear what is being said.

One retires to a respectful distance.

They probably may have spoken about
Adyar, which I am sure They want to be
dedicated to be the instrument of peace in
this world which is now moving in the direc-
tion of peace. They spoke of how Adyar is
to become that instrument which the Masters
can hold solidly, as one might put it, in Their
Hands. Whether or not it will so become
is a matter for us to decide. We cannot
expect Them to tell us how that instrument
is to be fashioned.

The beginning of the new year—and the
Vaisakh is for us a new year-—should see
some kind of dedication from every pledged
resident. )

That word “pledged’” is thought-provoking.

We have at the present time no pledge, no

promise, for people who enter Adyar. There
is no outward form of consecration and

dedication. We may have to think out some-

thing of the kind.

Then must They not insist that Adyar is
not yet a family or a home, there is not that
comradely joy there should be and They regard
it as still a community, not a family. Tt
seemed that only if we are able to make it
into a family or home can we fashion it in
an instrument, and that can only be done b
tremendous goodwill among us all, eschewin
all gossip and giving all possible help to on

another.
* *

Then there was another little impressiond

which reminded me of the Scout Promise
“Be Prepared.” I immediately received.in
my mind the idea "Be Alert.” The Maste

9

was talking about the way in which we were
more or less inundated with opportunities,.

We are rich with opportunities. The question -

is: “Do we seize them as they come along ?"

Never were there more opportunities than in

such times as these when opportunities need

to be seized for the sake of Brotherhood and
Happiness, and an opportunity is an occasion”

for larger living. He who is living largely
lives quic‘lfly. But often an opportunity de.
mands a life-quake” or at least a trembling.

As a lookout seeks everywhere and. ceages:
lessly, so must we look everywhere and i

N



everything for an opportunity. The whole
world is an opportunity if only we could real-
ize it.  We do not have to make opportunities,
They are there tor our seizing. A word, a
sentence, a conversation, a question, may as
much enclose an opportunity as a hint o
definite suggestion.
The test of him who seeks opportunities
lies in his finding of them casually where he
may not have been expected to find them, or
in almost inaccessible places, so fav off that
he must try to seek them out.
An opportunity may be so near that he al-
most misses it. It may be so obvious that he
does not see it. It may be <o obscure that he
hardly recognizes it. It may be so small that
- he ignores it. It may be so overwhelming

that he shrinks before it. He may say : “I
. cannot seize it, it is too much for me.””  Dut
an opportunity is an opportunity, and he who
misses one when it comes may have to wait
. very long b(;fore another is perm\‘i'tted to him,

I think that is all 1 have to say, though
one is perfectly certain that there was more
that could have been taken down.

The main thing is to concentrate ou the
Blessing of the Lord and how it enters iuto
us. Did we discover this in us, in however
small a measure, when the Vaisakiy was over?
Did we say to ourselves, '] have been ihrough
a tremendous experience. I do not know
quite what it is, but I have become changed.”
I should be very sad if any of our residents

_after going to the Vaisakh Ceremony woke
p and had not even a sense of some kind of
hange of consciousness, One would even go

Pso far as to say: \What was the use of trying
0 go ? The Lord Buddha reaches every crea-

ture wherever he is. \Vhy take the trouble
to go unless we can bring back some gift that

iwe can pass on to others ? 7

E«t .Being at the Vaisakh Ceremony intensifies
hat quality so necessary if we are going to

tentér the First of the Greal [nitiations—that

*1s the intensification of the DBuddhic con-

sciousness. Sometimes an individual reaches
Initiation without having been able to go
through the preliminary training. He may

“have deserved so well that the Initiation is

-given for the sake of the future, or he may

- have been so good and stalwart a worker that

he is able to receive the honour of Initiation.

.But if he is to be a full-fledged Initiate the

#Buddhic consciousness must be at work even

 though somewhat infructuous. When we enter
the higher consciousness, the Nirvanic con-
sciousness where there is the discovery of
ourselves in all that lives, this takes a little
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time to achieve. 1, for myself, have not
achieved the Buddhic consciousness, much
less the Nirvanic. Still, one can make a little
headway.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT °

"The passing of the world's greatest
fighter in the cause of good against evil is
a terrible blow especially for the American
people who gave him to us all. But Roose-
velt's indomitable spirit carries on and he
will triumphantly share in the victory to
come, surrounded by his great family.
Arundale.”

(Message from the International President
of The Theosophical Socicty to the National
President of The Theosophical Socicty in
the United States of America.)

# *

A Requiem Mass for President Roosevelt
was celebrated on April 22nd at the Chapel
of St. Michael and All Angels. The Ameri-
can Consul and Vice-Consul «t Madras were
present.,

EASTER WEEK AT ADYAR

The 22nd Conference of South Indian Theos-
ophists held at Adyar during Easter was pre-
~ided over by Rukniini Devi, and her natural
charm and easy presence made 1t a very happy
gathering. At the opening in Headquartera
Hall the President said that manyv Theoso-
phists regarded the work of The Society as
three-fold: reconstruction; to awaken theyoung
out of their lethargy; and to prepare The
Society to be a really world-wide movement
after the war.

Rukmini Devt said that most of the Lodges
in India had been founded by Colonel Olcott
and Dr. Desant-—a wonderful beginning and
opportunity. But a new Theosophy is needed.
Not only Brotherhood but a spivitual awaken- *
ing is necessary, so that our Lodges may
become more alive through the warmth and
friendship of the members.

The Besant Centenary

At the Besant Centenary meeting, Dr.
Cousins spoke about her tremendous spitit
which took the whole world and humanity into
her sphere and which /s still at work. They
three phases of work already planned a yeaf™
ago by Dr. Arundale to aim for until Oct. 1,
1947 are: (1) a world-wide celebration, (2) a
memorial volume on various aspects of her
great work, and (3) a Besant College which
will later grow into a World University. :

]
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Rukmini Devi said that it was important to
create a DBesant consciousness throughout
India, and Theosophists, young and adult,
should unite to make this their major \vo_rk for
the next two years. Already at Benares it had
bean decided to have an All-India Comm]ttee
to work along with the Central Committee at

. Adyar.

In The Chapel

Holy week was celebrated at the Chapel of
St. Michael and Al Angels and created an in-
tense spiritual force to be sent out into the
world—a channel of love and power.

On the Triple Festival of Palm Sunday,
the Annunciation of Our Lady, and the
rededication of the Chapel, Rukmini Devi
held a meditation for those interested to
offer themselves as channels for the \World
Mother whose tremendous work now 1s to
alleviate the misery of humanity. She pointed
out that in Christianity the human being is
made Diviue, whereas in other faiths the
Divine is made human, and this makes the
Lady Mary so tateusely real o those who
suffer. She said that if we could only go a
bit {urther in our devotion we could touch
Her, as She keeps Lersclt 5o close to us
Her wonderful Compassion.

In The Theosophist of April and May
there are articles on the World Mother which
aré illuminating in their explanation of Her

. ork in the world. If only humanity would
< fecognize Her existence, Her reality, how

many more sufferers could be helped !

An Oasis

Rukmini Devi closed the Conference with a
very warm farewell, making the delegates feel
that they will go forward in the work with
enthusiasm and with renewed spiritual quality.

The President exhorted the delegates to
have as their motto “T'heosophy is iy adven-
ture,” and not to be clogged by traditions or
authority but to be leaders.

The Vice-President expressed the thought
that although the number attending may not
be very large, our work may be rich in spiri-
tual quality, and receive the approval of the
great Spiritual Powers (o whom we turn in
all reverence, especially at such a time as this,

The delegates went away vivified in their

-work for, as the Vice-President said, “In the®

;«mmidst of a terrific world-wide struggle and

confusion, Adyar is like an oasis where those
who have the good fortune may come to
refresh their spirits and receive a message
of illumination for their problems.” —]JANE

CLUMECK.

THE MONTESSORIS AT WORK

Dr, Maria Montessori and her indispensable
helper, Mr. Mario Montessori, are spreading
their nfluence in wider circles since the
Government of India lifted the restrictions
imposed on their movements in India,

Dr. Montessori in mid-April completed a
course for lady students at Ahmedabad, which
300  attended, both English-speaking and
Gujerati-speaking people.  The course was.
held at the Gujerat Vidyapeetha, where a
hostel tor lady students was organized. Great
enthusiasm prevailed during the course, as
usually happens at such gatherings.

It 1s some time since the Montessoris en-
trusted to Kalakshetra the production of their
educational material, with exclusive rights
over Indin.  Kalakshetra is at present able to
meet the demand, but as the demand is in-
creasing, efforts are being made to produce
the material on a much larger scale.

An exposition of advanced Montessori
material was lately made at Birla House
Bombay, for the information of Mr. Gandhi:'
Mr, Mario Montessori was called to explain
the different exhibits. As Mr. Gandhi was
observing silence, he offered no comment, but
At later meeting between Dr. Montessori and
Mr. Gandhi he requested her to employ her
scientific spirit in favour of the educational
problems presented by the Indian villages.

Dr. Montessori is now at Srinagar, Kash- -
mir, where she will most probably hold a
primary course.  After that she and Mr.
Montessori will hold an All-India Montessorj
Conference at Pilani, in Jaipur State, in!
December. The Government of Sind havel
invited her to give a course in Karachi from,
January 1946,

Adyar’s loss is India’s gain, though we are'-"

_eagerly hoping at Adyar that both Dr. Maria

and Signor Mario, after their present engage-’
ments, will return to Adyar to finish the work
which they have started in the Besant School

whgre we see with our own eyes the miracles:
which she works in deepening the character
and speeding up the development of the child.

Miss Edith Pinchin

It was a great blow to the M is
when Miss Edith Pinchin, on Aprilort;isszl:;
away at Ahmedabad. She had been’helping '
in the course, working with her usual vigour !
and lec.turmg to the Ahmedabad Lodge, and
falling ill with a fever died within four &ays .
We could not pay her a finer tribute than':
that given by the headmaster of the Besant
School at a fecent demonstration, "Hesaid ; -«
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“She came out to India to help us in this
Schiool in the year 1937. She identified her-
self with the work with a rare devotion and
placed all her capacities and intelligence un
reservedly at the service of the students. She
was a great expert in the Montessori Method.
How hard she worked, and with what infinite
skill and capacity ! Our gratitude for all her
help can never be sufficiently expressed, nor
can we ever hope to fill her place in the School.
We shall always remember her with love and
gratitude.”—J.L.D.

THEOSOPHICAL RESEARCH
CENTRE, LONDON

REPORT FOR 1y44

The work of the Research Centre has been
carried on steadily during 19+4. All members
are cg-operating in the war effort and some
are doing work of national importance and
responsibility.  Dr. Lester Smith, part author
of The Field of Occult Chemistry, has been
actively concerned in the large-scale produc-
tion of pencillin, and Mr. V. W, Slater, the
Vice-Chairman of the Theosophical Univer-
sity Council, is a director and chief chemist
of a large chenncal firm.  Dunug the bomb
attacks on London m 19++ our plans for work
were interrupted, since many members, includ-
ing Dr. and Mrs, Beundit and the Secretary,
suffered damage to person or property.

Science.—The Blavatsky Lecture wasagain
delivered by one of our members, Mr. G. N.
Drinkwater, B.Sc., his subject being “Theos-
ophy and the Western Mysteries.” e gave,
in outline, a comparison between Theosophy
as expounded in The Theosophical Society,
and four of the principal lines of the western

mystery tradition-—Alchemy, the Kabbalah, .

Myths, with special refercnce to fairy stories,
and the Christian Mysteries.

A number of members have co-operated
with the European I'ederation Study Groups
in the preparation of monographs on various
-aspects of Theosophy and P’'roblems of Recon-

" struction. Articles have been contributed to
The Theosopliist and talks and lectures
delivered.

~ Medicine.—Dr. Bendit has published a
book entitled Paranormal Coguition—Its
Place in Hunane Psychology ; the substance
of a thesis for the M.D. Cambridge. We
believe it is the first time, at least in England,
that a thesis based on psychical research has
been accepted for one of the higher University
degrees. :

" being planned for 1947, . . .
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‘ Several qualified nurses have become
interested in the work of the Etheric Body
Group, and Miss Aline Notbury, S.I.N.,
sister tutor in a large hospital, has apreed
to become secretary of this group in plac% of
Miss oggitt who has carried on the whrk
for so long. We should like to take this
opportunity of thanking Miss FFoggiti for her
devoted work.

Symbology Group.-- Subjects cousidered
this year included symbology in The Sccret
Doctrine, the meaning of number, and the
cross and circle as used in various religious
zu}d mystery schools. Investigation was made
of the work the Group had done some years
agu as published at that time in the Theo-
sophical World University Bulletin, and it
was suggested that the present Group might
follow some of the schemes outlined in the
Bulletin reports.

Art Group.—Efforts have been made from
time to tune to do work on some aspect of
art,  Quite recently, October 1944, several
letters were received asking for information
about our work on music. Mr. F.S. Gillon
undertook to take cha<ge of the work on these
Hies, with the help of a musician, Mr. Michael,
who has recently joined The Thensophical
Society, and Mrs. Norton, of Yorkshire, a
vinger. My, AMichael has made a special study
of Seriabin, while Mr. Gillon is doing research
work 1n The Secret Doctrine to extrfct
relevant material.  Mr, Gillon's aim is to us~
scientific methods in his research work, and
to avoid the attitude of mind that keeps science
and art in_strictly watertight compartiments.

Education. —It is of interest to note that
the proposals advocated by Miss Preston in
1942, that Colleges should be established for
young people from sixteen to eighteen years
of age, has been adopted by the Ministry of
Education in the recent decision to open
County Colleges for culture and training of
young people.

Theosophical World University.— Dr.
Arundale, the Rector, writes in The Theos-
ophist for November, 1944 ; ““A great Centen-
ary Celebration of the birth of Dr. Besant is
It is hoped
that a second step may then be taken towards
the establishment of a great Warld University
at Adyar.”

Our Future Work. —Our work, as defineg
in 1938, is to ensure that The ’I‘heosophicgf’
Society shall receive the full benefit of every

advance in any realm of knowledge, and to -

influence the world of thought by the appli-

cation of Theosophic principles. To judge -

>
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from correspondence received, the spirit of =
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study and research is spreading. ‘We have
recently had news of the formation of study
groups in Uruguay and Mexico, and have
contacts with individual students in Bolivia,
the Gold Coast and Cairo. We hope that
somne or all of these may develop research
centres in their respective countries.

Qur need nolv is a vision, a purpose for
peace. We must be “dreamers of t‘l‘le day,”
those whom T. E. Lawrence called danger-
ous men,” for it is they who make their
dreams come true. \What then is your dream
for the University, for your country, and for
the world ?

E. WINTER PRESTON, M.5SC,,
Hoit. Secretary.

50, Gloucester Place, Londan, W.1, England

NEW WORLD CALLS

Mrs. Adelaide Gardner writes :

It is now possible to give the story of the
resuruption of work in Belgiun, a long letter
having been received from
the General Secretary, Mlle
Brisy. It js a fact, as will
be seen, that the work in this Section has
unever been really suspended.

Meetings were resumed on September 30,
1944, soon after the liberation, in a crowded
soom full of joyful members. Reports from

3

“thers make it clear that Mlie Brisy spoke

BELGIUM

\,-.,5 with great fire, and the meeting radiated light

and strength. Neither the devastation of
the Headquarters, nor the fact of no heating
and a dark and cold winter, nor the reduced
means of work, could discourage them. They
have met regularly ever since.

Public meetings were held on Saturdays,
30 to 40 people attending, often more. On

Sunday afternoon there is a regular course on,

Theosophy, also very well attended, giving a
serious outline of the teachings. On Saturday
there is usually a short lecture of about half
an hour and then many questions and dis-
cussion. Sometimes there is a question-and-
answer meeting. Once a month there is a
full hour’s lecture on one of the basic teach-
ings, very simply put. The other Saturdays
are rather more on the life-side, and the appli-

- ~cation of the teachings to problems qf every-
wday experience.

A circular goes out to each member
from the General Secretary every month,
and since the Lodges cannot meet on account
of having no heat, the new members are

. yeceived in her own home. There have to be
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two groups, as the numbers are too large,
about 20 for Brussels and 10 for Antwerp.

The Lodges at Liege and Antwerp have
not yet resumed activities, except for one -
Lodge 1n Antwerp which has never ceased
to hold its meetings right through the war !

It is hoped that the old group who pub-
lished the original FFrench version of the Feder-
ation paper, L'Action Theosophique will scon,
be able to resume their work. Members are
hungry for news and articles by our leaders,
and many do not read English. The Euro-
pean Federation will be only too glad to foster
this venture again. .

. * *

“If 1 can stop one heart from breaking,
I shall not live in vain :

If 1 can ease one life the aching,

Or cool one pain,

Or help one fainting robin

Into his nest again,

I shall not live in vain.”

This philosophy of Emily Dickinson is
followed by Wilfred H. Sigerson, who started
U.S. A the To-Those-Who-Mourn

P Club, an informal associa-
tion of a group of servers of the bereaved.
The work s carried on most efficiently and
with considerate thought as to the accept-
able methods of approach. Mr. Sigerson’s
dedicated work is most helpful in these times
of many losses. It is interesting to note
how he started this work through a ques-
tion put to him by a friend as to the “why”
of the death of apparently innocent persons
and how he could not find a satisfactory
answer to the problem until in passing a book.
store in New York he happened to see a book
in the window—Karma. He entered and the
man in charge of the store, Captain Russel]
Jones, an ardent Theosophist who had known
C. W. Leadbeater personally, talked to him
and gave him his answer. With the study of
Theosophy under this new friend’s guidance
Mr. Sigerson realized that from then on hc;
had to become an effective sower of the seeds
of Theosophy. One evening he saw Bishop
Leadbeater’s little booklet, To Those Whgo
Mourn, and he found therein the medium for
his Theosophical service. And a wonderfu]
service it has been and continues to be, the
distribution of the booklet last year reaching
to 30,000 carefully sent out copies. As.g
Master’s “words so perfectly express thq
thought: “Your task is commiseration, youy
duty is sympathy. Try to lift a little of the
heavy karma of the world. This is life’y
mission.” ’
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In 1905, Theosophyv was brought to Mexico
from Cuba, and the /5th Jubtlee Anniversary
was celebrated at the seaport
of Tampico, December, 194,
In a letter sent to D Arun:
: dale, news was given of the

visit of Miss Jean Glen-Walker, who gave
many lectures. The Genetad Secretary said that
through her they received something of the
spirit of India, of Theosophy and of our lead
ers. Two papers with 51 signtures of all
the Delegates and some members were en-
closed for the Fresident.
The Mexican lL.odyges have started a coom
paign to raise (unds for the siricken Sections
~in Europe. Throughout The Socicty the onli
"for funds is being magnificentiy answered.
In answering a call from the President of
Mexico to redeem the ignorant peopie of the
L country, the Lodges have offered theiv oo
operation which has been accepted by the
"Governtuent, and schools {or adults run by

¥
H N
¢ TS, members will soon start.

LATIN
AMERICA

{ ADYAR NOTES
. Parents’ Day

Yo An air of excitement pervaded (he Desam
I Theosophical School and  Kaldkshetra for at
least o weel beiote the Lodh vpro - acont
:Day. At Jast the day amved and o lare
crowd went fust to the main budding wherc
the arts and crafte were exhiibited, and then
 they assembled under the trees for the meet
{ ing, where Rukmini Devi spoke of the Besan:
pirit which is the life of the Sthool o ol the
ifulinral, patriotic, and rehgous education
advhich teaches the children 1w appreciate
adeauty, to be Indian, and o learn to grow up

1 the service of hwunanity.

v The annual veport, vead by the Head

armaster, Mr. Sankara Menon, ciiphasized that
r. Arundale is carrying on the Desant Spartt
n the School and the ideal of a nanonal edu-
ation, and that Rukmini Devi s forever
Brorking towards education for citizenship. It
. was interesting to fear that there arve five
faiths represented and thirleen Janguages m
‘the School !

.Dr. Dey, Director of Public Instruction,
who was chairman of the meeting, said that
‘the School has a great name—atter that noble
person, Dr. Besant. The School is obvi-
vously a place where the tolerance and under-
standing of religions are being carried out,
“and where the principle of the truth underlying
“all religions for which The Theosophical So-
ciety stands is stressed. With all the advan-

tages and opportunities with which the Besant

School is surrounded, he hoped that it would
arow into @ model mstitution,  All help possi-
ble would be wiven by him for its progress.
Dr. Dey said that the lines of thought and
work which RuJonini Devi has imtbinted are
bety adopted all over Tadia. b

3y this time, the younger listeners were
sitting with strained patience, but they were
well rewarded with an excellent and heautiful
entertainment swranged by the students of
tadddeshetrn and  the Besant School.  The
pneture of the new moon, the vivil costumes
ol the dancers, and e enchanting ontdoor
seiting naude adeep impression on an appre:
ciative audience,

Baby Welcome

tler Excellency the Honourable Lady
Haope graciously visited our Child Welfare
Centre on the 27th Mareh,  Ter own words
i the visitors” book speak for themselves :

1 owas estremely interested in all that T
saw and wae told about this maternity and
chudd welf ue contre. {0 s doing adinganie
work and 1 only wish that there were many
more Hke . A wamne o conartulnbions to
Shien ons W and Lo all those who help her””

QUR ADYAR ANIMAL
DISPENSARY

Rabice: Anyone who has ever vigited
Advar will remember the strav doge. Walk
through the Estate and you wil couuat at
least 20, all living an independent existence,
more ot less starving, The villages around
are of cource tull of dogs, and one can under-
stand what a nuisance they e, however
much one may love €hem. We have never
sotved the problem, for though the matter-of-
fart Westerner will at once <av: “Kill them
humanely in their own interest,” our Indian
bredhren abhor the idea of anv killing and
rightly ask us whether we have the right to
take any creature's life.  And so the question
remains  unsettled, uwntil a dog goes mad,
creates havoe, and after having infected
several more dogs, is finally bratally kitled.

Qur f{irst case of rabies was, strange
enough, a cow. She had been attending our
Digpensary for some days for a small wound,
of which we did not know the cause. And
then—-to our despair—one day she went madi.
and nothing could be done, but to have her
killed.

Just recently the little dog of one of our
teachers was bitten by a rabid dog, and had

to undergo injections. Unfortunately, our
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visiting Veterinary Surgeon was slightly
scratched by the infected dog, and he also
had to take the prescribed anti-rabies injec-
tions.  One cannot be too careful in handhng
strange dogs, as they may have been infected
agready.

Somehow we had the vague idea that all
these dogs, more or less, belonged to someone
or other mn the village. But alas, now 1
know better.  \When we started the Dispen-
sary, I sent our Attendant round to every
honse in the villuges o take a ceasus of all
the animals. The list was divided i columns
for the diiffercm kinds. Dut when he returned
there was not a single enuy n the colitmn
marked “dogs” !

—“You forgot the dogs! I said, greatly
surprised, for [ thought hLe couldn’t help
noticing them . . . .

—No dogs’™ -aid our Attendant, himselt
a villager.

S““Bur Napali, the viliage is full of dogs!”
Uh-hi-h b oyes ! but in every house, they
tell me ‘we have no dog’ 1 »

Al of which gioes you andea ol the bie of
man's faithful friend, the dog.—R1LE.

'NEW ZEALAND CONVENTION

A report of the Annual Convention of the
vitany active New Zealand Section sent to

S adyar hv Aliss Hlunt, the General Secretary,

Wepeaks for itself
Tt "We have just completed our Annual Con-
vention, held this Christinas Season in Christ-
‘¢hurch. A ‘cablegram from (he President,
% Dr. G. S. Arundale, was very warmly receiv-
ed by our members : it seemed to bring him
into our midst as part of our gathering.

“Taking up the President’s call, we chose
World - Regeneration through Greatness as
the keynote of our Convention and it was a
recurring motif throughout the whole of the
praceedings. The opening lecture, showing
the Greatness of the Leadership of the Adept
Brotherhood, fired all with its splendid vision
of an unfolding universe, and the colossal
majesty of the plans of that unfolding. It built
an inspired background for the succeeding
lectures which gave a revelation of the true
. Greatness of Religions, nations and individ-
1als, of the child, and of the powerful contribu-
_’gﬁon of the womanhood of the world,

“We took a step forward at the Convention
by a motion affirming our realization of the
seed of a dignified Headquarters Building for
our work.. We officially opened a Building
Fund and have £125 already in hand."
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We are nearing the completion of a half.
century of work in our Section. A new page
s about to be turned. In April of next yeg.r
it will be fifty years since Colonel Olcott
signed the Charter of our Section. We feel
the need to be ready with a new vision and
with plans for the expansion of our work
At the Convention table two motions were.
passed : one inviting our International Presi-
dent, Dr. G. 8. Arundale, to visit our Section
durmg 1946, the Jubilee year, and the other
mviting My, C. Jinvarajadasa to be present at
our dectiou Jubilee Convention. Coinciding
as 1t does ecach year with the International
Convention at Headquarters, we could not
expect Dr. Arundale to be present, but we
hope 10 have a deputy and for other visitors
10 come fl()ﬂl overseas,
' “Outstanding among our Convention activi-
ties was the bymposium on the Future Great-
ness of The Theosophical Society, The

. addresses of all the speakers were of a high

,»;mnd;,nr(,_l and revealed a certain vision of the
‘_\vor]c of our Society in the coming years of
s netivity.

“The Convention celebrated the 50-years
Jubilee of the Christchurch Lodge, and in
wddition to other activities we had the unique
opputideiy of w broadeast from our Hall, It
was arranged in the form of questions and:
answers and told of the building of the Halj
the objects and ideals of Theosophy and the:
\\:Ork of the Lodge, its iibrary and youth actis
vities, and a small part of the ceremony of The;
Order of the Round Table was broadcast
We have received a letter ¥om the Station.
Ann(_)uncer telling us that ti% broadcast ig
C(_)nsxdered to be one of the best relays everr
given from the Station. It will be printed in
full in the Convention issue of Theosoph, i
ch}u Zealand. e
‘ One of the characteristics of the Conven
tion was the number of young men and womeli-‘
present. They gave a fine Youth Symposium
in which they took the idea of Greatness g, !
applied to Education, Religion, Governmeni
and Art. In many other ways they contrib:
uted to t}xe success of Convention and xt
mz}‘de oue feel happy about the future, "

I think we have gcod reason to feel that "
there has been considerable growth in ou
work during the past year. Conscious thougl:'{
we may be of many weaknesses in our Sec--\-:
tion and Lodges, yet we are conscious also, "
that working in the power of the Great Broth’ 1
erhood, our Sectign cannot fail. We have rea:
son to believe intensely in the guidance of th ‘!
Elder Brethreq who founded this Society to M
the corner-stone of the religions of the futuze;**

..
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What is the most important duty of a
Theosophist ? Here is the answer by b,
Besant in the form of a tribute paid by her
to our late President.  Itis aletter from her
to memberes of the General Council of The
Society :

‘ Dear Fellow-Worker,

I wish to add to the nominations al-
readly sent out for elections to the General
Council, that of my dear son, G. 5. Arun-
dale, well-known to you all,  Tic s, as
you are well aware, one of our most
devoted members, and embodies the most
important of gur duties—the living of
the life of Brotherhood with all, striving
continually to serve each whon he con-
tacts, ever remembering that he who
serves well is truly great.

Fraternally and affectionately yours,
Annie Besant, 7. T.S.

To this letter which has been picked out by
Mr. Jinarajadasa and sent ta me, he adds the
remark :

“I cannot think of a truer description of
what Dr. Arundale was as a Theosophist
than this that is contained in her communi-

cation to the General Council of the T.8S.
Pl seonr,ie, 1031 "

o 2
"'u/v)xnuur(

the vvisdani,

It any man will do His will he «liq] knpw

of the doctrine.”’

N.S.R.

S,

MISCALCULATED !

'The following story of Dr. Besant was told
ka't an Indian Federation meeting. Mozoriné
rm Adyar to Madras she naticed a cow
Moving with difficulty, one horn and one fore-
ey being tied with a piece of rape. Dy
Ltb‘ esant took pity on the animal and dem:md:
)a:ed a kaife from her chauffeur in order ta cut
g the rope, The chauffeur requested her tq
allow him to do it, but she replied, “You are
Ban Indian, and the cowherd will quarrel with
/8you, but he won’t do any harm to me for [
) So saying, she set the
and moved away.
|~ Years afterwards the brother who tolg the
gstory saw a cow in a similar predicament
lgut the animal threw him down !
fIusu blow on his side which te, i
,ab.led him and affected his evesight, though
-gthis was restored after some months “1\51
#40only miscalculation,” he sa3d, “was'th'zt 3{
imit'ated D‘r. Besant withoyt her powé; of
fan?mg a wild creature by her VEry presence.’
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NEW WORLD CALLS

In Karachi, the Besant Anniversary cele-
brations were based on the idea of applying the
Besant ideology to the solu-
tion of world problems with
special reference to India. At
one of the meetings, the introductory para-
graph of the Manifesto issued by the Indian
Section was used as a basis for discussion to
organize the members for practical work to-
wards the good of the world and of Tndia.
The Manitesto makes clear the work before
the Indian Section: ““ The usefulness of The
Theosophical Society in India will be meas.
ured, during the coming years, by the
amount of help it is able to give to this
country to solve her problems of national re-
construction in the light of Theosophy, sa
that realizing her free nationhood, she may
be able to give a spiritual lead to the nations
of the world.”

Before this object can be accomplished,
the instruments of the [ndian Section with
its Lodges and Federations must be vitalized,
and consequently three objects are placed
before members of (he Indian Section: To
strengthen and vitaiize the Benares Centre
To intensify the prop ’
ideas; To ¢

“WE CAN MAKE IT
POSSIBLE” '
I}JDIA

"It only we can throw our hearts and souls
into the helping of bumanity, how much we
can achieve,” Shrimati Rukmini Devi declar-
ed at a combined Lodge meeting at Adyar,
commenting on the tendency to relax as soon
as the war is over. The one and only organi-
zation which can prevent spiritual reaction is
The Theosaphical Society, “We can change
the world if we really will, We have been
waiting so long for opportunities, but now
they are here, will we talke them ? What op-
portunities can be greater than those existing
now ? We have been waiting for the future :
the future is now, it is here. [t has come be-
cause we have prepared for it.”’

Rukmini Devi urged the need for drawing
in young people as workers by stimulating
them to feel for suffering humanity, and only
later to read the books, “Generally speaking
we start with books, but now we must give
youth this fecling, this understanding with
enthusiasm. We must work with those who
will help the poor and suffering people, who

\ : . agation ot ical
will help the animals., How many of ow = U heosophical

‘v\ol'\'e ways and means for the

young people are giving up everything for TERE I e . :
N O - e x . t and int-
Toiked. T AL NN SR '¢ reconstruction and to suppor

“ooked How el Ve an airty Drecens India’s

tiate, if necessary, mg\‘emepts for the build-
‘pas up of India’s national life.

“’mgAt Benares much new work has been
started under the capa}ble planning of Mri
Rohit Mehta, General Secrgt_ary. A Cultura
Association with an atnbxt{ous prograr_nr;)e
has as its objects: To cultivate amo_nglt he
people an appreciation of the Beautiful as
expressed in Art, Literature and Cultu'rre,
both national and interna@onal ; To organize
activities for the promotion apd encourafgg
ment of artists belonging to different pro eisi
sions ; To establish contacts with mdwxc_iua'.?
and associations working towards artistic,

cruelty,
famine.”

1{1{)(:711;11 Devi, Yémembering her visit t&,
Delhi, said she woyly like to have three new
portfolios of service - First, a Ministry fbr
Art, to preserve much of the Indian ancient

Art which i toda {
W ¢ ¥ being destroyed ; s '
a Ministry for Anima?s, to att tothen ond

fare; third, » Ministry ¢
would secure for w 1
ould : omen a more import
pfhge n the national economy. “[f 4 Ec!z:::et
? Swaraj is to be Suceessful we must estah.
ish these three departments.” ‘
The President, she said, h

o alleviate suffering during the

. ~ ad thought of iterary and cultural ends in different .parts'of
;ortmmg a Ban»d of Servers of young people, II‘rt:lriz );vith a view to integrating their activ-
ut owing to ]ns state of health that was not

done. DByt ities.

X hese aims a wide and active pro-
To fulf] twork including all phases of the
culture of India has been undertaken by th\s
organization at Benares. Other actn(/ixtxes
which are either being \71\/}ﬁed or started are
the Besant Theosophical School whose main
handicap is a lack of funds, an Animal I?\sll
pensary which was started on Asala Fu
Moon Day, a Children’s Corner with facilities
for little children to play. Plans are being

‘ Servers are still needed, S

pictured Dy, Besant, Dy, Arundale, H.P.glg.e
?md othexf workers coming back into The’
Fheosophicat Society because we have made
it fit for them, There must be a world in
which there ig no animal suffering, no old
peaple having 3 bard time, a world in which
children are happy. “How wonderful it will
be to look down on The Theosophical Saciety
and say that we have helped to bring about

this happiness, and that it is due to the work
done by you and me,”’

gramme of
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made to open a Child Welfare Centre
on the compound. A meeting of the heads
of the educational institutions in Benares wag
held to discuss the starting of a League of
Teachers and to focus public opinion on the
fur.\damenta[ 1ssues affecting the education of
children. The Benares Centre is giving a
lead in action to the rest of India!
A successful experiment to add interest to
Lodge meetings was tried ip the H.P.B,
Lodge, Auckland, N.Z., this
NEW year—a Theosophical adap-
ZEALAND tation of the B.13.C.’s Brain
Trust Session. The success
was due 1o the choice of the members, who
were bright, interesting, quick-witted, and
had divergent viewpoints. The Question
Master can make or break the meeting by
his handling of the speakers and by his
summing up at the conclusion of each ques.
tion. Some of the questions were : What s
happiness ? Most of us spend a lot of fime lig.
tenmg to lgctures and talks : what sort of man
d'oes llsten‘xlng make ? There was also a ques-
ton on Einstein's theory of refativity and
anotvlm'z«‘g.lbout conscientious objectors, The
possthilities are limitiess. Mr. Miiton Thorn-
wn who wrote us this inforwation could give
niore :10?,;“1\ to any lodge that would wan+
&)ix(fét‘)ffilgé\ﬁ;‘efx' of the 1.U.D.In V.. subjec
to confirmation from Headquarters. Anima
Welfare Week was most active. As last year
at the invitation of the Animal 'Group of the
T.0.S., three Auckland societies combinec
for the week’s activities—the Animal Welfare
Group of the T.0.S., the Auckland Bra[r‘mc.k
of the British Union for the Abolxt;qn of V vi
section, and the New Zealand Vegetaria
Society. Theatres, newspapers, schools, we
fare organizations, churches, were all appea,
ed to and lectures, broadcasts, letters, anl
circulars were widely used to bring the ide;
of kindness to animals before the public.
Mr. Geoffrey Hodsoun has been re-electe
for the third year as President of the Ney
Zealand Vegetarian Society. Thisyoung move
ment, with 378 members, is thoroughly a}xv
and doing useful work and Mr. Hodson give
many lectures all over New Zealand. Hi
subject matter has recently been. put int
pamphlet form. This can be obtained fror
Mr. Hodson. He says: | am profoundly cor
vinced that the great evil of crue}ty,‘ s
markedly characteristic of modern civilizz
tion, must rapidly be reduced in extent, an
as soon as possible banished from our eart]
This year has been marked for all of usk
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the revelation of the cruelty of which man is
capable to man, which must have profouadly
shocked every single one of us. To the aai-
mals, every abattoir is as a Buchenwald, a
Belsen, and a Dachan, and these places of
horror exist and are continually in action all
over the world. Let us renew and icrease
our labours to the end of their abolition that
we may face the Auimal Kingdoam without
shame, sit down to our meals free from blood
guilt, and so advance the health, happiness,
and spiritual progress of the whole of hu-
manity. The peace between man and man
which has now come to the world can only
be preserved, I submit, by the establishment
of peace between animal and man.”
. Mrs. Allan, having retired as (eneral
Secretary, a post which she has held the last
six years, Mr. Edward Gall
SCOTLAND  has now taken over this
office. In a letter to Dr.
Arundale he writes that he jsan “unattached”’
member (n the sense that he does not belong
to any of the subsidiary movements which
enables him to approach all matters without
any bias. He says: “1 read with particular
 sausfaction your declaration of your adber-
,ence to what has been called ‘straight’
‘J;hfﬁ'@m“hv. Li&ll ir‘l‘d.ependence of these other

AR VY] SO T T

congratulates Mr. Gall on behalf of Dr, Aru
dale and says: “You are an old and 'valuni
worker and if you have Concentrated op tfc
work of The Society and remained ‘\malte
,ta?hed’ to any allied movement, I am sure th'z;
‘will prove no handicap to You in spreadix;r
ithe message of Theasophy in your jurisdictiorﬁ5
Jur success will depend, 1 feel, only ag qu:
Tx‘lvmg to th_ls war-torn world the message in
at ! forfn. which will meet ity deepest needs
il %’J[_)ralsmg those needs from the %‘\:»nu)po}nz

K;G‘frhlch we identify with Theosophy.”

le;’w The Convention held in Dublin in jupe
B a3 a great success a.tnd a tlrue re-union with
an atmosphere of coopera-
lﬁiRELAND tion, friendliness and geiiet?’.
Fal, ’. Quite a few members write
bout the close bond of brotherliness fe}t

RaMaring this gathering and so it must have
annel—which is one of

fi¥%een an effective ch
Conventions! A Mystic

PUN Geg

B&the main purpases of
ABtar ]meeting of 45 peaple was a most
g clinnax to a very happy day.

'5{’ N‘I‘rs. Law writes that since };he gave a talk
n Th‘e Music of [ndia” to the Friends of
1 India @oeiety, she_ has been askeq to act on
'3he Friends of India Committee which sh
jt;nable to do to owing pressure of work,

o

mspir-

= o

€ is
She

NOVEMRIER

writes aboul her travels on which she visits
Lodges and centres speaking informally on
Theosophy. This teld work has always
proved a stimudns in all Sections,

Uaily in Cuba there is a Theosophical hout
over the radio where the Theosophical mowe-
ment in the Island is explaim-
ed and various details are
given such as location of
Lodges, hours of xl\pettngS,
themes of lectures, and elementary instruc
tion in Theosophy. This seems to be suc-
cesskul and it is certainly one of the quickest
wavs of reaching the people.

In Mexico City the public 15 also reachflif
through all tourist guide-books where the ﬂi
dresses of Lodges and the
times of meetings are print-
ed. ‘The 'Theosophical So-
ciety in Mexico is the sponsor of a scries of
lectures in Astrology, one every/momh. The
programmes {or 1945 ;nd 1949 are alreadz
prepared, the latter subject to :nmor change
oniy.
mIs)ir. Oscar lsidoro Antonio Bruno of 530
Paulo, Brazil, has heen doing much wnti}:ﬁg

and trapsiating.  One of lt

works is on the Pﬁl’manein,_

Atom based on Theosor™!
soph; s A RSN st ST
yzgr)ict?)tl‘?eoﬁi;y )\1&11 "\égen)tina was he)dkthi?
fote was understap Iif el Plata, ax_xd the key
the items of new;]?g and goodwill. Amlo;r%
Weeting was an iy Riven at the first pubh
ing the last six m“CreaSe in membership dur-
new memb o onths and the ]ommgvo{ 148

Brs just before the Convention.

WEST
INDIES

MEXICO

SOUTH
AMERICA

LG g

s

haggzg(:'f‘ NOT! What right of judgment

s pny You as coucerns one of your broth-
ers ? hgt know you of hjs past ? What know
you of his karma? What know you of the
corldntnox}s that surround hig life 7 What know
yau of his inner struggles, his aspirations and
bs faults 2 What right have you to judge him?
Judge yourself, but 40 not judge anofher: for
when you condemn any, judging him only
from without and by one or another external
pb)servance that he may or may not use, you
aiure yourselves far more than you injure
him;; you are judging in the lowest sphere, and .
you are injuring all your own inner sphere,
and clouding it over by the tendency of un-
kindness and lack of compassion.

—DR. ANNIE BESANT
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GLIMPSES OF ADYAR LIFE

October 1-—Our thoughts turn

to Dr. Besant as Adyar celebrates he}‘ birth-
d;%. Early in the morning the ghlldren’s
singing is heard as they go in procession to the
Garden of Remembrance to pay homage. The
Vice-President unfurled the flag of The Society
over the roof of Headquarters shortly before
9 a.m. and then a meeting took place in the
Hall, where her beauty as a person and her
powerful influence as a leader were extolled
by Mr. N. Sri Ram, Mr. Jinarajadasa and
Shrimati Rukmini Devi and others who had
known her personally. \Vhen Dr. Besant
spoke, said Mr, Jinarajadasa, she was an artist
painting a picture and not only did she fre-
quently rise in her public speeches to heights,
of exquisite poetry, but even the walls seemed
to give forth music. A summation of all her
experience is expressed in a message given to
a young autograph hunter in 1931: “See the
One Life in all, and study most carefully its
manifestation where it attracts you least. It
15 1in that you can gather the quality which
you need most.”

At the Besant Theosophical School Shri-
mati Rukmini Devi narrated in a natural and

homely way how s 3 met NDr Racant and
SRR, Ay how she prst

. Dr. Besant, whom she ever after-
txsaigzaé(alled her mother, tolq hver to vbe b;:\;e;
and to be utterly Indian, a shining exarj‘\lfr 2
what Hindu womanhood should be. , .D .
Sankara Menon remembered how'w hen thré
Arundale took part in these meetings 1(111 o
. always recounted the qualities an Stehe
vices of the spiritual Mother' openmg;‘pnce
springs of love and gratitude in tt_xe auble mé
‘The Olcott School celebration e;:aDr
a Scout function and the servchls do The;
Besant to the movement were recal %t. She
distribution of sweﬁylsdwas ‘the highlight o
i o these children! _
meiilng]; Section Rally of the Hmdsushtg;;
Scouters, 2 October, of the _Bes;m;2 lfmini
and the Olcott Schopl, Shrimat: hu't i
Devi, the Director, said tbgt ‘althou‘E‘ i was
Lord Baden-Powell who initiated t 1shr1n ver
ment, it was Dr. Besant who t‘horO\cllgI yWho
Jianized it in this country. Dr. Arun ?oe‘those
carried on her tradntyo.n, used to say those
w0 B e the“sgn;)fefp;};:dgut)}\::;n should
e S
‘t‘hgmfgztp};ei:’ezl}{?? He always said that Help-
fulte;ess mattered most. Rukmini Devi ga;lfre1
instance of how on one occasion 2 wom

anh:) was run over by a passing vehicle was
w

past he

121

taken care of by Dr. Besant and Dr. Arundale.
They bestowed personal care and attention on
her and Dr. Besant by running her hands
down her body strengthened and cheered her
in her own unique way.

*Ambling Along”

Mr. Jinarajadasa's talks on Plato every
Tuesday evening bring large gatherings to the
Roof. He is in no hurry, he say, just “am-
bling along.” At one meeting he read two or
three Socratic dialogues, one on duty to par-
ents to give us an idea of Socrates’ method of
making his fellow-citizens think—-the stinging
method of the “gadfly,” as he was called.

Art Interest

Dr. J. H. Cousins, Vice-President of Kala.
kshetra, i1s giving a series of lectures on Art
for the students of Kalakshetra as well as any
others who are interested. He started in
August and will run through till the middle of
December, talking on such subjects as The
Fundamentals of the Arts, Art and Human
Nature, Indian Architecture, Indian Sculp-
ture, History and the Arts, and so on. A wide
and interesting range delivered by one who
not anly knows his subject but is an interest-
img and humorous speaker.

in the Chapel of Si Michael and All
Angels, on September 9, }he Rev. Alex Elmore
spoke of the need to bring to the brave dead
of the World War II the light and knowledge
of their eternal divinity. He said that much
would be asked of those present as over many
of the brave bangs a dark pall of fealj, horror,
and a dazed condition of half-consciousness,
There remains with many the atmosphere o
the fearful concentration camps and the sheef
madness of cruelty. Never before ha§ theri
been such a necessity for help to be given tq
lift the incredible burden of darkness from
the eyes of those who have suffered and pass-|
ed on. But we are not glone in our work, for|
with us, and in a gloriously greater degree
are the Angelic Hosts amongst whom will
the wonderful Healing Angels of Our Lady o
Mercy. With the knowledge that the dead ar
not dead but are indeed born into a fuller hf
our duty is to help to restore to them thei
birthright of happiness and beauty, compas
sion and love.

70th International Convention, Adyar

The tentative programme of the 1945 an
vention (published in The Theosoifhzs
November) includes two talks by Shrima
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