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ERRORS, DEFECTS AND DEFICIENCIES IN THE STUDY
OF SCHOOL ARITHMETIC AND MENSURATION
By

S. BALAKRISHNA AIYAR,
Retired Vice-Principal, Teachers’ College, Saidapet.

A. INTRODUCTION

Teachers agree that the study of errors
represents an important aspect of edu-
cational effort, both in theory and in
practice. In so far as this applies to
mathematics, the existence of errors and
misconceptions, defects and deficiencies
deprives the subject of value in practical
life and of any disciplinary and cultural
outcome that it may be possible to claim
for it under certain circumstances and

- conditions.

I have been endeavouring to utilize
opportunities to bring home to my
fellow-teachers of the subject the im-
portance of the above observations. The
1ssues of the Teaching of December
1941 and March 1942 (Oxford Univer-
sity Press, Bombay) contain an article
of mine on the study of * Errors,
Defects and Deficiences in the Study of
High School Geometry,” A sornewhat
similar and extensive analysis of the
* Errors, Defects and Deficiencies in
the Study of High School Algebra
appeared in the South Indian Teacher
(Madras)—issnes of February, April,
Miy, August, September and November,

At the instance of a few friends who
seem t0 have found something to think
about in the above two contributions,
I am attempting to put together the
results—subject to many limitations—

of my observations and scrutiny of the
work of the pupils of our chools in
Arithmetic and Mensuration in the
classroom as well as in tests and exami.
nations. The analysis does not pretend
to be exhaustive, but it may form the
basis for further investigations by
teachers who are in current touch with
teaching and examining in the subject,

The earlier sections dealing with the
fundamentals r10ay be. of particular
interest to teachers of the primary and
elementary grades,

B. NUMBER

B 1. Fundamental Number
Notions

B I—1. Errors

1. Possession of number-names gj.
vorced from their content value.

2. Wrong association between the
number of elements in g group and the
corresponding number-name,

3. Non- correspondence  between
number-name and number-symboi,

4. (i) Wrong estimates of number of
ob]ects“m S6en groups (even if simnall),

(1) Erronegus notions about gizeg
of groups, especially if large, ¢.g. the
number of fruits in g heap, the Dumbep

of persons in a gatherin , the populat:
of o village, o "8 the population
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5. Errors in recallin
_ g unseen clag
(of objegts or elements) correspondingsig
8ny given number, €.9., to illustrate
fom memorythe number 8ix, say.

6. Confusion belween th i
e
number and 8ymbol (eredor, @ﬂ&oﬁg))ns of

rong shapes for the NUmerals.

g lateral invers
. er .
them upside downp, slon;

L'lng’uage erroy

V\’l‘iting

e.g. calling @ .

b 8 5a numerjeg)
n%g{:‘g'rof contrast to litera] 0% a:minbe}l_,
ber (from g togs book] gebraio

Bl_g = DErg

1 Inability

i) ¢
ba.ses< )ofo cgroup Or classify ohig,

oTs faND DEFICIE‘NOIES

+ (i) Defects 1
taneous a.pprehens(lign.

(i)

3.
card drillg and PxerciSesreaCt

(ii) Slug i
n 8ithnegg— .
it e

4 (i ctivit
(adheren, 90 much dependey, Hes,
Datterng, :tct?) concrete hejpg 1 Ubon

s Im&gery
i ;i ’
pttrme 0 10 brodng v,
specifieq Dumbérs clasgeg, ¢, illush}']ate
(i) Lack of

Ventiveness, 1 Originality gy i

5. Writin
8t their wl.ng éié)d":.n Dumery g Stal‘ting

6. Callin
n
Numberg be%ore&t?}f: !

Numbepg
h - w
fractiong, hole

ntrodyegigy, of

10 (i) Ga' 3 " H
out the numgs In reciting and Writing

e ©r 8eries,
1) Errorg ip Sequence
€g. 1,28

» ;5,4,7,6,."'

Qsrelrgprg an
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2. (i) Nonadher'
ence t ~to-
corresponden ce loet;ween0 thoene ctst))jg(i:

counted anq t
series: Moo f}::‘sts L??ents of the number

A 00 slow i inti
out tht.)'.Ob]eCﬁS a8 the serjeg i;r;e%?;?;g

(1)) Errorg in counting taps,

flashes, et
- Er ; .

Segmgntsrgrs 10 conmnting congecutive

ing pointe i~ 1B€ (Counting the divid-
POLLIS Instead of the ingervals)

4. Confugiop
: ; when obl;
mentally (in gileny coun%?xljlgg)?d to connt

.
. r 1 .

numbersmil;s lzsarmn,glng a seb of given

order, cending or descending

BIl_g Drrrorg

! AND DEFI0IENOCIES
Inability ¢

1.
wit ount by sight, 7.6
1thout actually bandling zhemo je’c:S- '

. Limitationg .
G 0 attent an,
co(iltltnltl'1 & fonfused o dishe;(r)t%ne?ip in

unting large collectionsg,

3. ¢ .
belps to remern,e Need  for

BIII. Numergti
ation g i
BII_ 1 FRnons nd Notation
1. Notation :

(2 Follc?v&.zing the names literally.
five ag 9;5(‘)5‘.’”‘“-‘@ three hundred and

(i) Inversion of digits,

(_._e,g, ninety five ag 59,
bora 1) Errors in writing down num-
numbisnrs sgjmb?ls orpecally (@) it the
Lresent, e 1arge, (8) if gaps are

2, ]-_«,N umeration ;

. Errorg in reading out numbers
%llreli) In symbols especially (a) if the
preY:en%rs are large, (b) if zeros are

3. Confusion bet
ween
blace-valne of a digit. ¢

e.g. The pl ) ”
ten timeg thatpo?cg, value of 8 in 36

1. (.)Errors 0 writing down
1) equiyalents in the game system,
e.g. ﬁhousa.r'id and lakb, lakh and crore.
(1) equivalents in different systems,

(Indian and English p
million, million gngsci:)rg:g' lakh an

‘5-. Number names (Tamil)
(i) Wron 5 o notions

objective
remember getg already co]unted.

srererri@gip,

rank and:

regarding '

ERRORS ETC. IN THE STUDY OF ARITHMETIC 2

(ii) Confusion between relative val-
ues of erabrgpray and @sr v @Y.

(iii) Wrong spelling: e.g. @bus,
'TFJ”' a,
B III—2. Defects and Deficiencies

1. Tgnorance of the relations between
units in the Indian and English Systems,
6.g. between lakh and million, million
and crore, )

2. Vague inadequate notions about
the content value of the higher units.

3. Inability (failure) to mark off
numbers into convenient periods to
facilitate numeration.

4. Ignorance of ) )

(i) the use of zeros prefixed to inte-
gers, as in currency notes. _

(ii) the different ways of reading
out numbers, as practised in different
circumstances (e,g telephone numbers,
numbers of years).

5. Inability to form all the numbers
with given digits, especially if zero also
is included.

6. Defects in writing out numbers,

e.g. Digits not of the same size;
digits not uniformly spread out spaced.
(to be continued)
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RESEARCH AND RECONSTRUCTION (V)*

By
Proressor H. R, HAMLEY, M.a,, M.Sc, Ph. D.

(Professor of Education at the University

In this article T am ventiuri
present, for the consideration ofutlc‘ela?: ertso
a il’lorm of record card for use in prima.r};
schools. I should be glad of construc-
t;]ve suggestions for the improvement of

e card Would teachers interesced

ki . 3
b:alllg:y ?vzrlte to me at the addresg given

This record card is admittedly a
Promase, it is to be hoped a v}orkg,obﬁbe
compromise, hetween the single all-
embracing mark or formula recom-
mended by some ang the far more
detailed *“ personality psychograph ”’
a.dvocateq by others.” The entries are
comparatively few and the scgle of
assessment uniform ang simple. No
graphs are asked for but these could be
added with advantage by a teacher who
can discern trends of development more
easily through a gra.Fh than through the
number or letters of the alphabet from
Wwhich the graph is derived.t Inciden-
tally this record card is a compromise
between the highly elaborate card I

vised, and used, just over 30 years ago
and the comparatively simple mathe.

matical formula which i
6 tordas would satisfy

The form of the card is that of a folde
tI)f four pages. . The first page containls:
. Family History and II. Personal
glstory. The second page includes IT]
Tersonal Qua.lmes—.Int;ellectual and
emperamental, and the thipq v
Dominant Interestg and V, S,zhool.
‘Thg war-time address of the Institute of
%;i-uia.xtlon is 42, Portman Square,ns;l‘:)l;tgogf

t Many Education-Authorities ; i

Elready use record cards butS dl: t:hc:i gg;m;rg;
graphs i in {\merica.. the variety of cards
\nd graphs is legion. Dr. Charlotte Buhler, in
1er hook From Birth 1o Maturity, makes i’ree
1se of graphs to show general trends. A form
f graph more suited to the scheme of assess-
ment suggested in this article is givenin an
lnpl_lbhshed thesis presented by Mr, W. Emr

Javies to the University of Manchester. v

of London Institute of Education.)

Attainreents. The fourth is left blank
for “ (General Remarks.”

. Page 1 explains itself. The ** Posi-
tion of child in family ” is important
and is recorded ag g fraction ; thus 1/1
Mmeans “only child”; 9/3 means
. 8econd in a family of three” The
item * Parents’ ambition” is also im.-
portant, not only for educational guid-
?k?m? lﬁa.ter, butf&lso as an indication of

€ 1ntluence of the home in shapi
child’s ambition, " shiping the

Page 2, Personal Qualities —Intellec-
tual and Temperamental, will need a
few words of explanation : —

(@) The Intellectual abilities have
been selected in general conformity with
our present knowledge of human
abilities ] They include * General In-
telllgence :’ (sometimes called * Spear.
man’s ,Z'), two abilities * verbal
facility ” and « power of reasoning *
often found together, two of & more
general character, ** speed of work * and

power of observation,” again, fre-
quently found together ang two others
ra,th(‘a‘r more specific, ‘“practical ability”’
and ‘‘ artistic ability.” " These abilities
carefully assessed, would give a fa.itl):
accurate picture of the cl.ild’s mental
quality. I have not added ** space per-
ception,” although this is probably a
special ability, but have included if
under ‘“observation ” with which it is
fairly highly correlated, nor have I in-
cluded “ability with numbers,” since it
will appear 1nevitably under ‘¢ attain.
ments.” These six abilities could be
symbolised by letters (v, 7, s, %, £, a) as

11 am of opinion that we sbould not be dog-
matic about the *‘ special abilities ™ to insert in
a scheme of this kind. Psychologists are by no
means unanimous in the matter. This selection
of abilities bas been made froma larger number
of abilities sald to have been ‘* identified "’ or
“isolated " in recent studies by factorial
methods. We hope to devote an article to this
subject in the near future.

Reprinted from The Bohoolmaster & the Woman Teashers Chronicle.
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is commonly done with ‘‘ general in-
telligence “7(g), but little i1s gained
thereby, Indeed, I would stronglg
deprecate the use of such letters. Muc
of the confusion that is to be found in
the minds of teachers and, indeed, of
some research workers with regard to
“ factors of the mind "’ is due to the un-
scientific reification of letters g, v, k, f
about which we know so little but
assert so much.* It is difficult enough
to use words like *‘intelligence,” ** rea-
soning,” ** artistic ability " with single-
ness of meaning; it is far more difficult
to use letters as symbols of the same
words. Even applied mathematictans
who are accustomed to the use of sym-
bolic language have to be constantly on
their guard lest the symbols change
meaning in their hands.t
(b) The Five-point Scale (A, B, C,
D, E) is suggested for use throughont,
This could be expanded into a fifteen-
oint scale (A+, A, A-, B+, etc) if
gesired. Many teachers prefer it.; The

- letters A, B, C, D, B do not, of course,

necessarily mean the same thing to
different people. There’s the snag and
we must do something about it. We
can get over the difficulty fairly satis-
factorily by giving the letters both
quantitative (or statistical) and quali-
tative (or verbal) meanings. The statis-
tical meaning rests upon an assumption
which may or may not be justified, that
in a iarge population. of children, abili-
ties are ‘‘normally ” distributed; in
other words, they are distributed in
accordance with the “ normal frequency
distribution.” We need not enter into

* This remark implies a warning against the
acceptance of these letters in certain popular
books on education.

% I have recently been in conference with
teachers who used the symbol *‘ g "' very free_ly.
I discovered that they identiﬁed'the s):mbol with
sntelligence which they defined in various ways.
one making it synonymous with ' 'mtellect,
another with ** power of reasoning,” another
with ** verbal facility,” and still another with
* brightness ' judged by * alertness " and so-
called * glibness,” One strongly denied that
* intelligence *’ as she understood it, conld be
measured by non-verbal tests.

- § It has been objected that this takes away
from the simplicity of the 5-point scale and also
introduces an element of uncertainty. Actually
1 find that teachers work more quickly and more
eonsistently when using the fifteen-point scale.

They dé not hesitate so long over border-line
cases (between, for example, A and B). -~ - - -

2 .

& discussion of this subject here, but
may illustrate it by stating that when
the intelligence of a large group of
children is measured and the whole
range of ability is divided into five
equal classes (A, B, C, D, E), it will be
found that roughly, 50 per cent. of the
children come into the central (C) or
‘“average ” class, about 2 per cent. in
the A (the highest) and the E (the
lowest) and 23 per cent. in the B and D
classes.§

The next question is: Since we are
assessing ability and not mweasuring it,
are we to base our assessinents on our
own experience or on what we conceive
the distribution of that ability to be in
the country as a whole? There are
advocates of both methods, butin my
opinion the only safe method for the

_teacher is to make his assessment in the

light of his own experience of childrem.
To assist him the letters A, B, C, D, E
have beep given qualitative meanings,
These will be found for convenience &t
the - right-hand side of the ability or
quality to be assessed. Take, as an
example, preservanee. At the upper
end of the scale we have: * very per-
severing and tenacious.” A child who -
could be described in such terms would
be marked A ; one who could be descri-
bed more mildly as * persistent and
hardworking ” would be marked B, and
80 on.

It may be asked why these descrip.
tions are not put into a “ book of ins-
tructions ” rather than on the card itself,
The answer is that teachers find it much
easier to work with the ‘ key' at the
side of them, and a book of instractions
is apt to be mislaid just when it is
wanted.* We must of course, have
our book of words but it will contain
more detailed instructions on the whole
procedure. Onoe again, I commend to

§ More rccurate figures are 1, 22°4, 514,
22'4,1'9. When dealing with school examina-
tions which have to be combined (e.2 , & compu-
tation test with a problem test in arithmeticyit
is better to use the 5, 25, 40, 25, 5 distribution
than the 2, 23. 50, 23, 8 suggested here. There
is a statistical reason for this. When two dis-
tributions are combined the result tends to
concentrate towards the average, ’

*1find that teachers (including myself) are
less liable to trust to memory when the key is
printed at the side of the column for the assess.

ments. -
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FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

The Malabar District T
) ea, ’
Guild (Report) chers

The strength of th i
e guild i
10,000. All grades of teachers, frzsmn&:mgz'xg

grade teacher to the A
R embers of the guugfofessor in a College, are

At the general bod i
2 y meeting h
the following office-bearers wegre :Il:zictgg ‘4_3-44’

Pyesident : Mr. R i
: e . R, Ravi Va
&f«-ﬁrﬂs&dents P Mr. C. 8. Se:g]; ,I;:Ie'rA.B(I;og%‘).
. M. Narayana Kini, B.A.,, L.T 'Mr. 8. E.
gneéviﬁ. B’fx-,L T., Mrs, E'. P. Cfmandr;nwfar;x SI: =
P .Mr. %\)/I.RRanSgll’{rishna Nambiar, Sec:c'
.P. R, amanya [
';‘?ezts y "Seecfetary : Mr., V. y Kuts;e;;ah";&:e;é';'
r: Mr. K H. Balasubramanian;

BaA, LT S-LT :
Varid, B.a-, LT, U. Representative ; Mr. K. P.

At
. sugzl:uﬁ]r;?:al body meeting held on 26.8.44
wartime dem:.id:’aosf fo}‘c{n?ld ononlate .thé
_aided elemen
;;?::cei;i a%d to wait in deputa.ti:)al:yosl;‘:h;)}:)l
D of Public Instruction to submi a
emorandum of their grievances. nbmit &

Eleven delegates attended th

. e e M i

Ellile%i‘;gittl'ona‘ Conference at An:aflr:xslali:;gv;?-

The E nextl;’e Bqarq has ratified the invita%iou.

of the mex rovx'm:lal Educational Conferen
ar. With pride and enthusiasm tﬁz

teachers are i
planning f :
conference, g for a grand session of the

E . .
very effect is being madeto give relief to

rural elementary schc
: y scheol t
ing from food shortage. eachers who are suffer-

The financial iti .
and satisfactory. position of the guild is sound

The Tenth Annual Oonference

The tenth anndal conferenc

I;)gtsgnct Teachers’ Guild was ece(;febigteegdzla?ﬁr
ConeAugus; 1944 at the Malabar Christi .
ege, Calicut. Mrs, P, J. Varghese, M oy
ﬁetgezi{l.n'spectress of Schools, pres,ide‘dA"LI.\};
. N. Kini, B.A, L.T., Chai I :
tion Committee, welcomed rtrk’\l: nlefegt:tz R
lg{aha.dpr K. V. Suryanamyana. Iyer, B.i.. 1320
co‘;ri‘;?e[;acle Chﬁl:uéan}é ga}icut, inauguratéd .th.e;
. - S. E. Selvam, B.4., L.T., -
?;isdts:;,eBn.lE.M. High School, Té]li,cherrnylilfn
read, essages received. In her a.ddre,ss th
resident laid stress on the responsibilit ' he
tea.'ch.ers owed to the state and the sociez' "
training the boys and girls io take u 2]1 it
proper place in society as men and pw nen
worthy of their tradition, civilization andome;1
ture. Mr. Vallathol Kumara Menon ]gg-
?:cxgta:;g, then read out the annual re'portlgg
th:,nkl; . Mr.C.C. Nair proposed a vote of

Mr, V. Ramunny gave an atcount
had seen and experienced at the olgrgs?x:cgel
Conference at Chidambaram, and appealedlto
all the teachers to give their whole-hearted sup-
port in conducting the next provincial confel:-

ence with credit. Mr. X. P. Vari
nce W Mr. K. P. Varid, Headmaster?
;"g‘:h;}l (igléege 1I:Ilgh School, Calicat, onth® 1
e of salient features of the Sarge®

Forty-three resoluti . .
utio
some are given below : ns were passed of whidl

Sc};l;}::ecggi;r?nce welcomed whole-heartedly the
cheme c ]03t’W3.l' Educational Development in
Ind rep pu arly known as the Sargent Schem® .
and et}fuestts.the Government of India to brisd
into ect immediately those items thereis
ich can be easily introduced now.

to'lt'}lll: 1‘c‘c:}i'nefe:'ie:nce placed on record its gratitud°
to the Fri nds Ambulance Society for the free.
Qistri So::i:t of milk, and to the Servants ol
Lndia Socie y and the public for their belp iB
Thel g f1'ee: noon meal to school children.
conference recommended to the overn”
mentfor it Senontion . imoadine 106
1 S scales o ies O
tGei:g:rs 1c))f different cadres, (L. Tf., sg:::::;afy
Cra I\;Ianf;:?lsls‘ and Munshis, Drill, Drawing
and aual raining Instructors) working i?
e e utions at the rate now in force ia
govern Whtllthlustltqtloqs or in those under Loc#
o chever is hl_gher. It also requeste
the gov :nvgnent to revise the grant-in-aid code
in such a bay that not less than 7/8 of the deficit |
y management of aided schools i§

made good to them i i
as is Gone at prese :tl'stead of half of the deficit

j¢
%

The conference r
: equested the govern to
make the provident fund scheme idmpu{?:\?}"; in

the case of all t N
tary schools. eachers working in aided elemen”

In vi i

a.ffordeldewat of the very inadequate provisiof
e ot present by the provident fun
trneme fol x:‘ea\chers in non-pensionable services
the conf fe ce recommended to the government
for ¢ (;f favourable consideration:—(1) that the
rate emmterest on the remittances made bY
monthg beeants on‘behalf of subscribers month by
T ppreciably enhanced , (2) the teachers
be give lim?tog;lgg o:n?ntrébutions to the fun

! as in the s
w[/nxcei;? for by provifient fund rulegu?:f'g?vg:ﬁ'
men q.tser‘;/.ants, without affecting the present
ma.nz: ewA ich .the contributions are made by the
1 gdments, (3) that the government be
pleased to enhance their contribution from the
present rate of 33-1/3 per cent to 50 per cent.

The District Teachers’ Guild
Coimbatore and the Nilgris

The Nineteenth Annual C .
The E onference of the
II\)Ixit\txgt Teachers’ Guild, Coimbatore and the
Ul giris was held on 19th August ’44, in tae
edn;or:sl_éneg:tslqhoo} lli-la"' noder the distinguish®
sn1
Mission, Erode.p of Rev. H, A. Popley, L@doq
Gl\_/[r. R..Srinivasa Iyengar, President of the
uild reviewed the activities of the guild for
the year.

FROM OUR ASSOCIATION

Mr. V. K. Raman Menon, District Educa-
tional Officer, in opening the conference dec-
lared that freedom from ignoranceé should be’
their first aim before thinking of other freedoms
and that the World's prcblems could be solved
only by true and sound education.

Mr. M. ]. Sargupam, Headmaster, Union
High School and the Chairman of the Reception
Committee welcomed the President and  the
delegates to the conference. He stressed the
need for sound organisations and suggested the
idea of the guild running 2 model school to
educate their children.

Mr. S. Venkataramanan, the Secretary of the
Guild read a message from Sir Meveral
Statham, Director of Public Instruction wishing
the conference SucCe:s He announced that &
building and library fund had been started for
the Guild and that tbe C. S. & W. Mills, had
donated Rs. 501 towards it

The Rev. H. A. Popley in the course of his
address surveyed the Indian Educational deve-
lopments in the last 40 years, making reference
to Gokhlae's Bill, the Poei Tagore's creation of
the Shanti Niketan University, the Fraser Com-
mission and the modern developments of
missionary education to lineso
vity, the Wardha Scheme and last the Sargent
Report.

Mr. M. J. Sargunam, taking part in the
symbosium on the Sargent Scheme spoke with
reference to the Adult education. The three
factors operating against the progress of Adult
Education were {a) a governmest not eotirely
national (b} an educational policy based on
theory and logic and {c) an economic outlook aot
Indian. Yet, strangely enough, the stressed
that the government was content to leave tbe

preseTt generation of adults in illiteracy and
it entirely

considered the expenditure OVer
unnecessary.
Mr. G- R- Dhamodaran B.Sc. (Elec., &
of tne Industrial

Mech., Durham) Director x
Institute, Peelamedu, gave 2 talk on Technical
Education in India and pleaded for 2 well

lanned and co-ordinated efforr oo the part of
Educational authorities, Industrialists and the
State for the progross of 'Fechnical and Indus-
trial Education on sound lines.

M. N, Srinivasachariar speaking on the
religious aspect of education pointed out how
the report has safely avoided the thoray problem
and shifted the purden over toa committee.

Mr. R. Srinivasa lyengal, sai'c} that on the
phrase +¢ equality of oppoFtpnity was Dow ex-
plained to mean opportunities for obtaining an
education for which the person was best fitted.
That enunciation of the principle wasa land-
mark ip eduncational revolution. Another
important revolutionary principle stx:ongly
asserted was that religious instruction efficiently
given was an essential element in any balanced
curriculum.

After the concluding remarks of the President,
the Secretary of the guild offered his thanks to
one and all who contributed to the success o

the conference.
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The delegates and the visitors were enter-
tained by the musical choir of the Union High
School. The master's ascociation of the Union
High School was at home to the guests.

Proceedings of the General Body
Meeting

The annual general body meeting of the guild
was held at 6 P.M._iD the Union High School
hall with Mr. R. Srinivasa lyengar, the Presi-
dent of the guild in the chair.

Sri S. Venkataramanan, the Secretary read
the Annual Report for 1943—44 and presented
the audited financial statement. They were
approved.

The proposal of the working committee to
amend the Rules of the Guild soas to allow 25
per cent of the balance of each year’s audited
accounts to be carried over to the Reserve Fund
of the Guild, was -placed before the general
body and approved.

It was resolved to a point a committee to
suggest revisions in its rules and to consider the
question of registration of the association.

The following cffice bearers were elected for
the year 1944—45 '—

President '

Rev. H. A. Popley, London Mission, Erode.

Vice-Presidents :

(Coim-

Messrs. K- Parthasarathi Iyengar,
Naidu

batore) and N. Chinpaswamy
(Mettupalayam)-

Secretary :

Sri S. Venkataramanan, Sarva Jana High
School, Peclamedu.

Joint Secretary :.

8ri N. K. Savandappa Chettiar (Dhara«
puram).

Members of the Working Committes :

Sri K. Arunachalam, (Vidyalaya).
K. T. Vedhamuthu (Erode).

R. Madhava Rao (Mettupalayam).
K. Raghothama Rao {Ootacamund).

Resolutions : —

This conference urges oD the Government,
the extreme urgency of taking their decisions
on the Report of the Central Advisory Board of
?dtucation and implementing them atan early

ate.

Resolved that Teachers in all kinps of Service
(i.e.,) the Government, Local bodies and Aided
schools shall ordinarily continue in service until
they attain the age of Sixty,



You will need good heal
lh;elp you to sucgceed. So l?a::l)
L?w to keep fit now. The
Ml::bl‘lv(ily habit l;vill help you.
0 are keen

hgalth,. the world ove(:-:1 bga(t).ﬁg
with Lifebuoy regularly. This
soz:lp. 1profects from germs
and infection —makes it easy
to keep fresh and fit, And—as
with every other bit of good
{ training—¥oun can’t begin the
Lifebuoy habit too soon,
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EDITORIAL

Callous Indifference

‘We have repeatedly invited the atten-
tion of the authorities and of the
managements of all aided educational
institutions to the urgent necessity of
giving adequate relief to the members of
the teaching and other staff of these
institutions in order fo enable them to
meet the phenomenal increase in the
cost of living, but we are constrained
to observe that our appeals have not
evoked the right response. There seems
to be an unwillingness to undertake
the responsibility and & tendency to
shift the blame on others, The manage-
ments rightly point out that under these
abnormal conditions they should be
given special help in order to enable
them to help their employees. Many
of them are finding it hard to ran their
institutions by finding the other half,
nay more than half of their net cost.
They look to government for help. The
government order that dearness allow-
ance paid to employees of aided institu-
tions at half the government rates would
be admitted for aid does not go far. In
fact it is of precious little help. These
facts were represented in very clear
terms by the deputation of the South
India Teachers’ Union which waited on
the Secretary to Government, Educa-
tion Department so early as June 1944,
The deputation of managements led by
the Rt. Hon’ble V. 6, Srinivasa Sastri-
gal pressed upon the Director of Public
Instruction the need for the immediate
grant of relief to the teachers and others
employed in aided educational institu-
tions and requested the Department to

- guarantee that where a management

was unable to meet the cost from
its own funds, the loss would be made
good from provincial funds, They
further wanted that government should
forthwith issue an order directing
managements to pay dearness allow-
ance at least at government rates and
giving the assurance aforesaid. That
was in August; We are now in Nov-
ember and so far no order seems to have
been issued, The cost of living index
bas already exceeded 200 points. It is

unfortunate that government should
fail to perceive its obligation towards

the employees of aided educational
institutions. The old statement that
they are to be treated as‘worse than
step children '’ seems to fill the minds
of the authorities. Employees ip aided
educational institutions® are gubject to
all the control to whiel direct govern- .
ment employees are‘stibject but they are -
deprived of all the privileges, such &y,
leave, promotion, salary scale and
security of tenure which the latter

enjoy. In the matter of their obligation

they are as much civil servants ag any
of those under direct government emgloy.,

We hold that it is the primary duty’of

the government to look to.their relief in

these abnormal times, Goverhmens

may not be unaware of the ridiculously

low salaries that are paid in moost insti-

tutions. Elementary grade teacbers get

Rs. 12, secondary grade teachers aboub

Rs, 20, graduate trained teachers in not

a few schools are paid Rs. 40 while first

class M.A’s are appointed in colleges on

the paltry salary of Rs. 75 a month,

It is only when teachers in aided
educational institutions ask for increas-
ed pay that government appear to feel
the lack of funds. There seems to be
no such deficiency when it is either a
question of revising the scales of salaries
of government employees or a question
of increased war allowance to them.
The recent government order sanction~
ing war allowance at 10% of the salary
even to officers Cdrawing a salary of
Rs, 1000 is a case in point.

Too long have the teachers suffered in
patience. The callous indifference of
the authorities is driving them to the |
wall and they are growing desperate.
Signs are not wanting of the growing
unrest among different gections of
teachers. 1t is indeed a difficult task for
the Union to beholding outto teachers
goaded to despair, hopes of early relief
It is evident that government and publi(;
men are not unaware of this unrest as
at every gathering of teachers it hag be-
come the fashion of our public men ang
of government officialy to preach s
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homily ont the nobility of the teaching
profession and of its being a vocation of
the need for & missionary zeal and con-
demning in the. strongest language
possible any tendency on the part of
teachers to adopt trade union methods.
But advice, caution and praise cannot
keep the teacher from hunger and enable
him to discharge his obligation to his
dependents, The members of the teach-
1ng profession in South India are quite

. e

N A

m;%amnmwmmm

Macmillan’s Text-Books suitable for use in Flementary School as per
NEW Syllabus in English for Standards IV to VIII.

(For further details regarding the New Syllabus please see Fort St. George Gazstie
Pt. I.B, Educational, dated August 15, 1944.)

(for Standards 6 to 8.)

4. L. Bright Story Readers
Gr. P. No. 1. Tales of Old

9 Paper As. 3-8
. No. 2. Long Ago Stories , As, 3-6
. 8. The Knights of the Round Table o As. 3-6
Gr. I. No. 10. Cinderelia, ote. »s As. 40
» No. 12. Dick Whittington o As. 40
Tales of India

Primary 3. Chandramati, etc. Price As. 40
' 4, Prahlada, ete. ' 5. 30
» 5. Tales from Panchatantra . As. 30

Children’s Classice
No. 15. Tales for Children Junior Paper As. 6-6
No. : 22, Tales from Troy o ' As. 6-6
No. 114. v » Asop v ' Asn, 6-6
No. 24. e , Hawthorne Inter. ,, As. 6-6

f e R O ST £ ——R R ST £
Z
Q
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GRAMMAR
First Steps in English Grammar by L. Tipping. Revised by J. C. Rollo, M.A.»

SUPPLEMENTARY READERS
{For Standards VI to VIII.)

MACMILLAN & Co, LTD.
(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND) .

. PATULLO ROAD. MOUNT ROAD P.O., MADRAS.
oUW 0 &9 =30 (k) S

alive to their responsibilities and of the
dignity of their calling. What they

need is bread. We urge upon ibe
authorities to pass early orders directing

all managements to grant dearness

allowance or war allowance atleast 8t

government rates with effect from the
beginning of the financial year. Any
further delay may well prove to be the

. lagt straw on the camel’s back.
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" INCOME-TAX FREE
BUY

NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES -
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Obtainable from — . |
Authorised Agents, Post ‘Off.ices and Savings
7 Bureaux apd carries interest at

4 1/6 per cent. per annum.
Note :—Maximum Holding is -

Rs. 5,000 FOR AN INDIVIDUAL

A} -

_ Advt. 161



. Regd No. M. 2347 ' ‘ 1

THE

SOHBTE YA ESTILS BTOS5 1D,
erapioyl, Q&eenar-600 008.

B 61 6 6VIT 5 3 (T6iT .
. eTesr
Cr. ereir ? u
: b us
- S——— .Lg a]wm/@lu ,@@LD
.ILO"’@“ ] '@gﬁmmw Birar. -5’7'25”'
p(rrl‘)"'. (2) (1) ( )_._.
| | | 202 jedin i
F)
i
Indi in |
h ! . -
The possibilities of
of illi % —— -
Baverage, tea
fo drink Indian Tea.
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Tea Market Expansion Bosard,
P.O. Box No. 2172, Calcutta, who
sond you, free of charge, a
copy of an illustrated booklet M
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INDIAN TEA
The Worlds ast Beverage
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