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RECORD CARDS
By

Professor H, R, HaMLLY, M.A., 3M.sc., Ph, D,

(Professor of Education at the Uniwversity of London Tnstitute of Education)

One could shnest suy of “record
cards " what Dr. Dallard said of *“exa-
minations ” in The New Lxaminer
over twenty vears ago: ¢ Examinations
began a long time ago. The first exa-
miner was a Chairman and the first
examination a civil service examina-
tion.”* Record-keeping began a long
time ago. We do nat know who origi-
pated the idea of a “record card,” but
we do kuow that in enme schools re-
covds of progress and conduct have a
very long history,  What has bronght
the subject of record cards so much to
the fore in recent months has nndoubt-
edly been the following significant
paragraph which appeared in the White
Paper of 1943 : “ Aceordingly, in the
futnre, children at the age of about 1t
should be classified, not on -he results
of a competitive test, but on an assess-
ment of their individual aptitudes large-
ly by such means as record cards, sup-
plementeq, if necessary, by intelligence
tests, due regard being had to their
parents’ wishes and the careers they
have in mind.”t Now this statement
was not a sudden inspiration on the pirt
of the Board ; it was a considered judg-
ment based upon vears of cxperience In
this conntry and abroad, particularly in

* The New Exanuner (Hodder), although first
published in 1923, is stlll one of our most
popular referencc Dbocks on the technigue of
examinations,

+ Educational Reconstruction (Board of Edu-
cation, 1943}, p. 9.

America.; Tt has been hailed, by many
to whom the idea was new, as the long.
looked-for release from the tyranny of
examinations ; others, to whom the idea
was not new, while giving it hospitable
welcome, have tempered their enthu-
siasm with cautious reservation,

The Value of Record Cards

If we are to appraise the value of re-
cord cards justly, we must find answers
to at least four questions 1 (1) What is
the purpose of a record card ? (2) Af
what stage of the child’s development
should it be introduced ? (3) What form
should the card take and what should be
recorded on it ? (4) How should the
abilities and personal qualities be as-
sessed and recorded ? Qur answer to the
fivst question will in large measure
determine our answers to the other
three.

1. A school record card is rather like
a medical history sheet upon which a
doctor records information which may
{or may not) be of value to him in his
treatment of a patient, And just as a
medical record is used for two main
purposes, diagnosis and prognosis, so

i One of the first attempts to i#vestigate the
question of record cards in this country was
that ~ponsored by the Wiltshire Education Com-
mittee in 1934. In this research the Committee
sought the co operation of the Research Depart-
ment of the Institute of Education. See The
Educational Guidance of the School Child
(Evans Bros,).
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the school record is usedato help us diag-
nose a pupil’s atrength and weakness
and to predict his future growth and
developme;nt. The record is for the vond
of the patient in the nne case and of the
pupil in the ¢ther. Nevéxrtheless; it ll‘i
true of record cards as of the tv:%t’% and
examinations recorded upon them, that
t\}py_&m ab the sume time records ¢:f ony
etficiency as class teachers, 7 l
1\TO§V cne of the main virtues of a
ceord eard i that the in‘ormation i
{:011tn1n§ 1s cumulative ; it goes on grow:
ing. Eo‘r that reason, it is sometimes
called a ¢ cumulative record card » Lhi
implies not only that more is to 1;8
found on the eard than on a sheet r%
examination results, but also that mO")
can be got ont of it Tt recognises tﬁe
vital fact that the child is a “developi :
Organism ”’ and that th b s
oIS ¢ most important
ing we can know about him nay ne TI
e his present status, bhut his rate ;))t
growth and developnient, The cw
Lam(‘{e ;ecord card bears to a %inglenx}z-
v N M ’ ; -
rgllati?) ntgk}x\g child’s status much the same
pelatl sfilllg asI 4 moving picture bears
@ davelotk t 18 2 dynamic picture of
aiove n?l gbpexsonahty closely observed
of mber of years. In the absence
enqu;rinl plc}ture, we may not think of
R n‘gwx‘y rether the child is progress-
e, SO{.’I essing, or merely standing still,
and sc 2ay not have before us this all.
mportant information when we com
o decide his future education or te
wivise him in his choice of a career °

A “ Case-Study” Record

Again, a cnmulative record is g
study” record, thatv?slet(z)ms(;sl’s d'it i
z(};(ﬁgd of1 tbi (}evelopment of a si;lsglt
: a’m not of a nunber ofchildrer;
:;lllxea‘ icll;zlsis._d'l"he emphasis here is upon
he tvidual child rather than u
.1ldren in the mass. Unless w ({) .
vltel,y set ourselvee to ha « chil ] ; eﬁ-
us,” we all tend to think in Lte(fonﬂsm-
g.ggéages and extremes, We forlrlrlmogf*
!) “enrn&nézrllggvgfgtlﬁ(general terms and
selves up®n our n())kt?c:‘.,hoBfgtrzce 'tfhem-
make the cumulative record o o sty
record, wei,must have smnel “?eismdy
reference "’ or “ noyp with ‘:gmg o
compare each individual. It is b o thi
our real difficulties arise. Weth s ot
few objective standards which&::evggl
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use for purposes of comparison. HveD
intelligence tests which ave objective iB
the sense  that they are standardised oB
1.'1‘1‘{_‘;9, nnl!ﬂ)prs ()f (j‘hil(h'(“l are “Ot [)l’?r'
fe*‘l:\t‘ly reliable and must, therefore, he
:1;:{ W{i? cantion. Our fram: of refer-
tiv:‘ \iV1 , Eh@lmt(;pe, be ll\l'{{(‘ly Flll)jqc.

e and  will dk):p(‘.ﬂ(l among othet

things, 1
s upon the brea o pxDeri
ence, . dth of our expe

m({:ewﬁwl be seen that a record card has
jore an one purpose, In the first
place, 1t is a diagnostic check on the
grogress of the child; it tells us whether
tgell‘s};nqkmg normal progress or whe:
th 10&:;]1.3 encountering difticalties either
in lsoci‘”l]%'for in adjustirg himself to
bhe thf(z t}l' ¢ of ‘ubg school,  We may
e ].» W0 txyo A]l'ncnlhios are casually
¥ ed, one being directly relntad to the
ot‘ 1‘(;]1' or both related to g tlI;i 1:(1 CASey
{)(1 aps the ho‘m@. With the accumu-
:fted informuation on the card before s
SR Tt et e SOt
C reme ‘atment eithe -
:]I']t%i hnnonercome his pec“};;: ll)e}';xl-lrfilrll)g
hl' culties or by removing the cause of
is besetting trouble and anxiety, 1
the ;econd place, the record («-,-.udeiy.to brelz
a child seems to be ieliga;;(i)&<1f0r}¥1]~10h
word of _warning may ot “be etm af
place. Within the last tvventy-ﬁveou y
as a resu}t of long-term studieg ofyiemis’
Ziljualfs,fltthas been proved that prvg?é-
n of future scholasti 2638 19 1
more hazardous than t\lgﬁsnccess e

posed. The s formerly sup-

range of variability i
rate and direction bility in the

te livec of growth is <o
g:(;gttt}lx:tit contynuous observation and
e;‘ie:f(l }:fxgnosxs are now regarded as
e k?ldl we are to do justice t0

child. Tt is for this reason thab

no research work .
: er, or ho-
logist, would » or child psycho

put  impliei ust 1
st ) Wplicit trust 10
nhoe ;e}ﬂzét ‘Of a single intelligence tests
o .11 er how reliable that test was
w'[ll eL( to be. Thirdly, the record card
t'l e of inestimable value in voca
1fo;ml guidance, for it will be g record
2). acts rather than of opinions and 0
Ltfllds rather than set attainments. Those
:illli) ltm(lermke the difficult and respo®”
t})‘e ask of guiding young people 12
reir choice of a career need all the evic
a(lﬂ'm'e they can command, of natur®
bility, of school attainment, of tem”

Cthe camie gtimulus as an
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perament, of character, and of dominant
intereste. They need to know, too, how
thest abilities and qualibies have deve-
Loped over the years.

Reducing the Strain of
mxaminations

Thepe is one possible mse, or rather
Liistees, of the record eard against which
we shall bave to gnaed (nreselves, if it
e ek to prove o Jnenace rather than a
}jeasipe in the life of the individnal
ehild, Ocea-onplly, we come across
over-ansicons childien whose later vears
at =chool Pave beea clouded by the dread
(f an tepending examination. Dumes
fines pavents keep the examination—
and the pessibility of {ailure—before the
chillas

copetind stimmins to effort,
and tov-hors bave been known to use
instrument of
diseipline. Dut the strain of examina-
fions docs 110t become veally heavy until
the last year of the primary or gecondary
cehiol. One of thy purpose of the record
card with its wider sampling of the
child's ability, as the White Paper sug-
oests, ig to reduce the strain of esami-
nations by replacing the single decisive
exminination, often  competitive, by
records of natmal ability and school
attainment gathered over ceveral years.
3ut the strain will not he reduccd unless
we are determined that it shall be
redneed,  Far botfer the strain and fear
of o final cxionination than the L.rg
drawn-out anxiety ovev the daily tasks
and tests of sehool work in an effort to
gain good marks or romarkson a cumu-
Tative record card, All rccord cards
shonld be confidential and should be
kept in safe custody by the Head of the
schooland every atterupt to misuse them
in the manuer suggested should be

strorgly countered.

Three Cards

0 Seeing that the cumulative record
card is designed to help the child and
not terment hin, it shonld accompany
him throngh the whole of his school
carcer. This does not mean that the
samne © card”’ will be used for the best
part of ten years. It wenld, indeed, be
a sorry locking thing at the end.
single all-embracing card would, as a
atter ([ fact, defeab its OWn prrpose.

2

Those who have given most attention to
the design of record cards seem to agree
that at least three diffecent cords should
be providad, ene for t' e nursery aud in-
fant seleo), seeond for the primary and
o thir! for the «ondary school. The
yapin privpose of the first wonld be to
yorord the yonng  ohili's ontstanding
v ntal and coobional chiaetaristes and
in partienlar any dvficulties he may
have in adjusting hiraself to the socil
life of the school.  Tho second, perhaps
the most important, would be to record
the enild’s early cfforts at acquiring the
fandamentals  of a normal primary

school education® and his often difficult

struggles towards social mastery. 1§
would be a summary of all the facts
necessary to the anthorities who have
the vesponsibility of deciding the form
f scenndary edueation best suited to his
abilities, The thivd would he an exten-
sion of the second and should contain,
ameng ofher things, records of special
aptitudes and charnoter qualities which
are likely to be of great practical value
in voeabional guidance. At this stage,
particular attention should be paid to
¢« Jominant interests,” for they are reliae
ble indicatws of the pupil’s probable
success and satisfaction in bis fubuve
caveer.

e qrestion now arises: Should the
card be passcl on when the child 18
transferved from the school to another ?
1 am inclined to think nrot. But a
statement in the form of a snmmary of
the main features of the record should,
of conrse, follow the child. There will
be nuch niore detail in the record card
than the new school will need; more-
over, details are apt to influence the
judgement of succeeding teachers and
make them less independent than they
should be in their estimates. At all costs,
we mush avoid any suggestion that the
child’s early troubles and misdeeds
pursue him relentlessiy through life, As
one poor victim bitterly remarked to hisg
old teacher and bheadmaster: ‘! The
trouble with yon is that you never
forget. You know all the worst aboul

— |

# [t may be appropriate to quote a statemeé
by Dr. William Moodie at this point ; “ Early
and efficient teaching in the {undamentals o
reading, writing and arithmetic is the corner
stone of mental health in schoal children.”
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me and my fatl
¥ ler and
e and and even my grand-
ing‘?wft;ft“]]; should th~ card be ¢ filled
in’ (')fm\o;-l ll::(\tpml?ﬂ; once n year, if
, ier, but teachers will iyl
not olteser, s Wil find it
“f:wtgr;}( ‘m ke P notebook for t&hr‘]x
the 8 O O)‘f‘erv:lt,mn” recorded  dwyi .
G novy l : .
the ()‘]‘1:11(.)[' t.\‘«m.un.\ plavs queey triclt:i;nm%
; b2 voar whe ' e
thoendo ) Wo are tip
e long expected holiday i in viléfsil

What the Record should Contain

!3- ()1 A . B
vy (‘\(. qlle‘ 0 S qh )(l](]
ot ly ’ S n \V h(l.tv
{ I )Ill th(, )e ( 1(1 L.’cl(l ? Ol.(’, CcO ll([ \ll(“()gb
118e an RY ‘e 1< llLIC & ]d
<}

“That |

at  ig anvhody? say .

- ’ AVLOAav s o L y:

rece - L uess, ol

ecently examined many of Having
y ol the cardg

used in this ¢, .
?ishr d at the ‘\];].Yit]}%lv f hay
orm of the eay talso :
tion 1o ho found g 1 the informa_
on mpon it § : (
rities use small capds o vi qme antho-
information than the sgg;gﬁr:]rinc' ey
ence  tes i n -
%tl;gfs test and  examination rlelsitellt]“—
t use big folders upon whieh ~ .
given many details of the py ?’] 1cb gre
I(C:h'zn'acter and intevest, ét’illp(l)t}? &})111ty,
er small booklets h oty thote:
80 characteristic o.f BEn ](? ;rarlety that is
fully exemplified here.g ¥4 education is
Inalater arti
up this asgec?rtr;glfh N Dropose to take
detail. Meanwhile, gt g icrh 12 more
. H
svgscii?ae oll)lc.a ground plan yup?)rlllsifrl}l)lict}?
Conmgthu}ld later. T'he record shoulq
i11cl;1dinne ollowing: (i) Fawily history
o b,‘.a_mong other thingg tﬁ'
coudds position 1n the family s, 't
possible, the parent’s ambitio1 Bf' . it
(11) personal history includ&gofmhlm;
mary of the health 'report, rmmlr;mn.
physique and physical vigoulr La,nds .
gularity of.sphool attendance ; Eiii) oo
sonal qualities, incInding m’ea,sureI;GLE
intelligence (with names of tests used(;
estlimates of temperament and character,
a‘ngl.specml qualities, such as reasoning
ability, observati n and imagimtiong-r
(1v) scholastic  record, including the
resalts of standardised attainment tests
and school examinati ms, and eétinniei
of personal or ** personality ™ qnztlit'ies;
such as self-confidence, étabilit,y anci
persistence  of  character, social co-
operation and gei-eral reliability. These
mf_my,be summed up in terms of the
child’s attitnde to himself, to [)eOp]C;

& been astg.
not otily in the

ACHER .

and t
:]()min(?n‘{v‘ork (self, ~follk, work); (V)
cal .“ft.lr.mm'fev'h: intelloctual, practt”
nm’g; blx.‘if‘lc mu[‘quci:\l; (vi) finally, spacé
nﬂqp;‘(itq(; (fnmd 1(\!“ comments L(.)lIChi”g
gl,p(.‘;'{;cﬂ(l‘, th(lﬁ chils personality B9
Ay ¢ T RUTIR , - - o
scheine, yoreterred i the gonexal
Thi ;an
job 1{;?“".?3_ seem to some o formidable
of it \\'lil‘ shontid be noted that not ol
the docte “Of“’” apen the class teachets
contril ;, or exaniple, will nke his
forn‘mt)'” WL Agnin, sone of the it
onlv ro(\lé)aln'.on‘(f(w (-()H(Aef.,p‘(l wonld reqllife
tion, ’,l,};;o’_ml wuplification or corree:
t‘ . d ll)_][)m]?;“]t t]'lil]ﬁ‘ fOl' the
ﬁ:ltwh?‘r to rememher is that (he cave and
a 3 M ! t R ¢
‘11111?}'1 in 20 gives by veeords will be a8
IN the interests of the ¢hild ag the

care and attenti v i
o b on he giveg to his class

Assessing angd Recording

. t 18 i 1
pa%at*g\pblj’ ‘E’(;I)(()]S_Slble, in a few shorb
graphs 1scuss  the acti

qa]eh?mn of how the child’s ;billi)t[izgt'll?d
Sccgtéé‘§&llt'}eg‘ shonld Le asseqsed“ ;L“

corded.  This is a technic 1 i
( { ol question
Zgg}ég liohe;te 'thn_t educationnl qrcgearch
Tnoes fo. 1 aid. For example, we
know rl)f er than we diq EWCDtS:-ﬁVe
irxtel]iéa?cevzfii:earfg tloi)k ffoz reliable
i sence tosts ests of attai
f:;'off)éogml’%‘mh and aritbmet?(l:nm\?\%
exil o e e, o

» ron-verhal and perfor

;a:tts‘(l)f innate ability mlxdL gé}gangfff
&nol:;li aﬁtltude for one vocati?m or
anot Er.' ere is a challenge to teachers
i C 'nlical lostitutions whieh Ih
th r}é Wilt accept: Can you prodace oplz
Skm{ﬁsonggblg stmple tests of ¢ prac(‘;:‘iszil

. which ate not too hegvi

avil
:Z;qtik:‘éhe flaé:tor of “i.nte]ligcnc{]é ’l'oaggg
whic 0(1:'01?101 bﬁ auministered to‘groups
'e v y

o pr m y caly moderately train-

The assesament .;f
‘ g Nt uf personali iti
15 undoubtedly our lmostn (Lililt'ttiyc?}ltahtles
partly because such assessments rlnut?k’
to a large degree sudjective ang :,t]lo%
because we have no generally acge rt d
frame of reference* We know, h%s?v.

* Readers will find an interestin
an nterestinyg osurv
i‘fc?‘ntvrcsearches on this subject in :Repl‘::tyb(;f
- E. Vernon entitled The Assessine f Ps
g‘hologwu} Qualities by Ver;a;m{lléz{/:){dfbﬁ
wrvey of Attitude Tests, Rating S o
f - Tests ating Scuales
g‘ersqnuhty Qucshomzm‘r:zs l(epnit N:)(. 883 aI’ll'\[f
ustrial Iealth Research Board, H.M $.0.) ’
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¢ver, that the well-known “fivepoint
scale ” (A, B, C, D); indeed, we could
go further and state that this scale,
extended by the addition of plusand
minus signs to a ** 15-point scale,” is as
fine & scale as we shall ever peed for
the assessment of snch things as intelli-
gence and the resnlts of school examina-
fions. We now know that it is absurd
to use a percentage scale for the marking
of essays or to distinguish one pupil
from another in any <ubject by three or
four marks out of a hundred.* And
yet how often we do this. The subject
of rating scales will be taken up in the
next article, but hefore we leave the
subject of scales perhaps sonie reference
should be made to what Thorndike has
called the * halo effect.’+ This is the

* See The Marking of English ]:‘o'sa'ys
national Institate Examinations Enquiry
lished in 1941 (Macmillan).

+ F. 1. Thorndike, ** Fupdamental Theorems
in Judging Men,." Journal of Appiicd Psycho-
logy, 1918. W

(Inter-
), pub-

Iyom The Schoolmaster and The
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carrying over of & judgment made on &
child from one of his qualities to
another. For example, unless we are
very careful, we may mark a child “up”
or “down’” on every quality. This
human tendency is recognised in such
expressions as “qll his geese are
swans,” ““ the king can do no wrong “3
But we must ““give the devil his due,”
and we can best do that, when assessing
a group of children, by taking one
quality at a time instead of one child at
Even then, we must be on our

a time.
guard. .
R AL A

I On this subject see an unpublizhed Ph. D
thesis by one of my students. Dr. Duncan
Howie, entitled Aspects of Pcrsonality: A
Study in the inter-corvelations of cortain esti=
mates of personal qualities (1936). In this
thesis, Dr. Howie shows that the best method
of avoiding the balo is to write the names of
pupils on cards and sort them in order of merit.
I strongly commend this metl allteachers
who have to assess the ’
their pupils.

I e
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CRITICISM OF DASIC
By Dr. J, B. Frepymayn

diﬁgesntlcs of Bas_ic Englich may be
Englishnrong'hly Into two clisses s
ihaSL -Epealgmg and others. Amop
n- :rihsh-s_peaking critics a lu.r;‘;}%r

Imbe) against Basic Epgelig)
Eglxrtnlam{)y because it isasai]ngﬁ:ilgl;??d’
throuyh etcfuse 1t can easily be épread
o go‘ (E powerful organisationg of
po p‘f»ve.r ul nations; such critic
g atraid that thig spread of Englisﬁ

; 1 N subjacti
acr:]%né)hnenzlor\ political, of thej, cojilr(igi'?:é
chav'acteri;&ggefggia?tfi(t)heilr il

Charac tics ¢ nal aspirati
Bults 1&: frank statement of th% mai?tg?
difﬁculé Answer to thig ig nof ver};
he ot En many  countries, before
nar, Mnglish "wag 4 compulsory

90Lh for businesg ‘
h parpos
zgé ltts ;ultural value, pl;?g t?nsisvﬁl "
> yha €away from the * patrioti >
‘ € Upper claggeg 9 Did « pigirc?n

kong o Singapcre lesg Chinese ? Arpe

masters of English anq a?d“m D o

;isoggeedl %z f‘natiox‘aalistic_ ? thk?esaglﬁsttlilgf
s inse({)‘n act. The linguistie medirm
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ctionary is a Code-book for -
bon phesecs for transla

We shall meet these critics with an
:fmsumnce that nobody will prevnnlt ilhea;n
b1.'om advancing to” Higher Jipolish :

ut that on the other hang they will not
only find it easier to do so after having
acquired a thorough Basic equipment
but their suceess will also bg wel-
comed by English literary men, Nextly
(v;ve may say that every non-Basic word
ar;.\ptcssmn added to their vocabulary
]nl {mastered 18 & distinet gain, to be
tw_e»‘r as such and putto use. A die-

VDALY 1S not ever meant for decoding
avdlﬁmult prece of prose o poetry, If
isou use the Oxford Dictionary to trans.
atle any extract word for word you will
onty geb a piece of gibberish, Kvery
Sentence is to be taken ip jtg context
an};i every word also, The idsg ig thé
vs]f l(.‘le view of it, else we should not be
%1 e to_see the wood fop the trees. The

asic English Dictionary does not give
%1 Series of so-called ""s.ynonvmbs”
“ach word init is dejined. Each defi-
nition gives a precise jden and is not
;)ne‘ant to be Substituted in a sentence,
. lnu has to take its place in the complex
;( ea drawrn up in the minq by the sen-
ence.  For every sentence expresses &
complex idea made up of simpler ones
(I:?-ordmated and unified into a whole.
dic%ingr(;n di?:s not kq?w how to use a
harm than good.use "L dohim more

mégmn, the quantity of Basic litera-
: rose up by leaps and bounds and it
‘tfas c:nl_y the present War that put @
]s. Op to ils progress, Basic literature,
initing itself strictly to the Basic
scheme, has several ends in view. It
shows that the niost abstruse ideas can
be expressed precisely and even elegantly
In simple language.” Tt shows that all
subjects, scientific ag well ag literary,
can be expounded in Basic. It provides
the Basic learncr with matter to read,

’

CRITICISM OF BASIC

50 that he may become a master, firstly
of that vdcabulary he has acquired,
before he proceeds further, and at the
same time get information and food for
thonght. His self-respect is not violated
by his having to read trash like this:
The cat is on the mat, Pat has a hat.
The rat is fat. Moreover it providesan
expansion course to the learner. A
technical word ov a word to be frequen-
tly used is first explained in Basic and
then freely used as part of the voea-
bulary of "the reader, Thus it is not
necessary, a3 some se~m to think, that
every time a non-Basic word is used the
whole definition has to be substituted in
the place of the word. This is a crude
attempt to ke DBasic appear ridicu-
lonus, whereas in fact it only succeeds in
making the critic himself ridiculous,

Iinglish-speaking  crities “of DBasic
English are moved in different ways,
There ave the mmen of jealous tempera-
ment who never like fo recognise the
abilities of « contlempcrary, particularly
in any branch of knowledge in which
they think themselves specially apt.
“No man is a prophet in his own
country.,” T'hen thers are reactionaries
who are opposed to any change. whether
they understood it ov not, There are
also many who have been biassed by
others against DBaisic, and have not
studied it and its claims sufficiently
well, Finally, there are vested inte-
rests and the opposition of writers of
text-books the sale of which will be
stopped if the Busic Way to LKuglish is
adopted.

Critics of Basic have been met fairly
and squarely so often that it seems
hardly necessary to keep up the conflict.
However, when propaganda can have
such great effect, and in a conntry where
Basic is not*yet understood, it seems
that replies have to be made now and
again, The public in general are not in
a position to judge and are gunided by
the opinious of experts or great men,
Unfortunately it is as difficult to know
who the real experts or great men are.
The ‘‘expert” who wrote in the
SATURDAY REVIEW OF LITE-
RATURE that Basic was ‘‘a kind of
quack based on a faulty analysis of the
language process’” only betrays his
igoorance of language-analysis and his
ineptitude to pose as a judge in the

227

matter. If some men of eminence are
cited as opponents of Busic, we can cite
many more and of greater eminence in
favour of it. In our own country
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, himself a
Master of English Prose, has given his
verdict definitcly in favour of Basic. A
report in the papers with big headlines
“ Basic unot in favour,” or ** Basic
Rejected ” caused a stir Only a few saw
through it, and questioned the authority
of a Norwegian linguist who condemned
Bacic because the words were foo few to
be ahle to define all idens, and that of
the Committee of Bxiled Nations which
also denounced Basie. (W ho constituted
the Counnittee and how far it represent-
cd those nations was never mentioned).
An article reproduced in your esteem-
ed journal, Sir, pretends to explain tae
nature of language and the meaning of
“simplicity in  langnage.”  Going
through the whole one is sadly disap-
pointed and meets only with outworn
criticisms of Basic, such as I mentioned
at the start, due to a wisunderstanding
of its nature and to an ignorance of the
use of a dictionary. The writer puts up
five different questions and gives hisown
answers to them, In his answer to the
third question he says that “our army
teaches successfully dozens of exotic
langnages, using methods not at all
sitlar to that of Basic linglish.”” This
is true in a sense, because only  Iinglish
has Basic; and recently also Urdu has
been Basicised, As regards these two
languages I may assure him that the
method used in the Army in India 1s the
Basic Way. With regard to other
languages the Basic Method certainly is
not available as yet. The fourth pro-
blem he poses begs the question. Nobody
wants DBasic to compete with English.
Basic is Iiuglish and gocd linglish,  In
his fifth poser the writiv puts up some
really silly questions. Nobody wants
Basic “adopted ogficially as simplified
English.” By its own merits it will
meet the needs of iuternational inter-
course and also be adopted as a stepping
stone to Higher Linglish.
When critics like Mr. Rudolf Flesch (a
name savouring of o foreign origin) are
‘in thewr last resting places” and ** not
kept in memory,” the name of Mr, C. K,
Ogden will remnin as an outstanding
genius of his age.

—————
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cation. It should give wide publicity
to the e-sential points of the Sargent
Scheme and rouse the parents and the
public to the necessity for immediate
action by the Government and the
leaders, The public should be enabled
to demand from the political parties and
leaders assurance of support for the
Sargent Scheme. Unless a steadv and
systematic attempt is made by the Union
to educate the public, the Sargent Scheme
may be shelved and locked up in the
Secretariat, Can we allow this to
happen ? The TUnion welcomes the
Sargent Scheme because the scheme
stands fcr (1) the education of the
whole nntion irrespective of caste,
comraunity, race, reed, etc., (2) the
education of the whole man includ-
ingphysical and vocational educa-
tion 3; equality of opportunity to
ensnre that every individual gets
the type of education from which
he can deriva any henefit and that
poor pupils with talents be helped
by liberal scholarships and main-
tenance allowances, (1) the liberal
provision of diversified course t-
meet the needs of the haterogene-
ous school going population, (5) the
adult education which is to trans-
form millions of illiterate adults
into useful literate citizens, (6) the
| emphasis of admission of financial
- responsibility by the Government
and (7) a well-equipped, efficient
and contented teaching profession.
Tliese are not features of ordinary signi-
ficance, No othur report, official or
non-official, ean ever claim to be so
comprehensive and so well suited to the

needs of the present day. Nothing tbﬂ't
is essential has been omitted, Anything
less than what is contained in the Re_‘port
will hardly meet the needs of the situa-
tion. Letthe S. I, T. U, secure to the
Indian youth the opportunity he re
qnires and let the educational system
come out of the crisis with renewe

vigour. The Tdncation Week is the
opportnune moment for this public work.

I
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Supplies of our Atlases, Maps,
Globes and Books are inevitably
restricted at the present time.
We are, however, doing our
utmost to keep faith with our
many customers in india,
and we lock forward to the
time when conditlons will
permit us to meet all
requirements in full
and without delay.

INQUIRIES Te
LONGMANS, GREEN & CO,, LTD.
CALCUTTA-—BOMBAY—MADRAS

The 14th South Indian Education Week

At a meeting held on the 18th September
1944, a Central Education Week Committee was
constituted with the following persons as
members I—

\Mr, M. S. Sabhesan—President,

,, T.P.Srinivasavaradan—Conveser,
,, V.Srinivaran,

,» S.D. Purashothaman,

,» S. Natarajan,

and Miss S. Chellam of S.I.T.U.,

Mr. N. Rajaratnam of Madras Teachers’ Guild

Rev. D. Chellappa of Missionary Educational

Council of South India,

Mr. ]J. I. Muthiah of Boy Scouts Associatiorn.

Mrs. S. Chellammal of Hindustasn Scout
Association,

Mr. R. Ekambaram of Madras Parente’
Association,

and Mr. T. N. Lakshmipathy, Rev. Father
Thomas and Dr. D, S. Rajalakshmi, of
Madras Adults Association,

It was also resolved to include the represen-

tatives of other educational organisations in the
Committee.

T, P. SRINIVASAVARADAN,

Convener.
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Surplas Schools

It is said that over 120 secondary
schools in this presidency are working
at a profit, 7 e., their fee income ig in ex-
cess of their expenditure, When teachers
in - aided secondary  schools  request
that dearness allowarce shonld be paid
to them at government rates from
provincial funds, we ave told, that the
authorities refer to these surplusschools
and ask why money chould be paid from
provincial funds to nicet the cost of
dearness allowance to the teachers em-
ployed in those surplus schools. We
are further told thata good number of
these surplus schools show no great
enthusiasm in taking advantage even
of the government’s permissive order
that expenditure on dearness allowance
at half the government rates would
be admitted for aid, It is further
alleged that the scales of salaries paid
to teachers in some of these institu-
tions are far from being adequate. If
these be true, they reflect no credit on
these managements. A school can make
a profit only by increasing the income
and reducing the expenditure. If aided
schools were permitted to levy fees at
rates higher than the standard rates, it
was with a view-to enabling the manage-
ments to properly equip their schools
and to pay their staff adequate salaries.
1t while expenditure on equipment and
staff is stinted,schools should levy higher
rates of fres and make annual profits,
it can well be construed as a breach of
of trust. The public who pay the
higher rates of fees and the government
that permits such a levy have a right to
express to the managements of these
institutions .their strong disapproval.
Managenents must realise that manag-
ing a school is not like conducting a
commercial concern, Kducation is a
social activity, It 1% no wisdom to be
saving money by starving the teachers

W @ aN efficient, We do not
/m:lihei o f gyvernment frequently
interfering inN\he affairs of aided insti-
tutions. Wea q - aided institutions

dugu%(’them the facilities and the
i sjoment 8. necessary to make their

£

maintaining their independence. Bub
independence should not be-considere
as freedom from all control andas?
right not to discharge one’s legitimnte
duties, The grant in aid code contalns
clanses which state in clear terms hoW
the surplus should be utilised. If the
managements of such schools do nob
revise their policy, the Union may
have to wurge the
examine the finances of these institutions
and compel them to liberalise the scales
of salaries to their teachers and equiP
their schools adequately.,

The 14th South Indian Education Week

Elsewhere we publish a brief state-
ment explaining the Central Theme'of
the Kducation Week this year, Coples
of the Sargent Ssheme are now
available at the Government Press.
The Balient features of this me-
morandum were published in the
February issue of our journal. We
appeal to all Teachers’ Associations 0
take steps for the effective observance 0
Education Week from the 9th to the
14th of October and take this opportu-
pity to acquaint the public with the
essential features of the Sargent scheme
and create a strong demand for imme-
diate reorganisation of our educational
policy on sound national lines,

The 35th Madras Provincial Educational
Conference

We are glad to inform our readers
that the Malabar District Teachers’
Guild has confirmed its invitation to
the 5. I. T. U. to bold its 85th Provin-
cial Educational Conference in Malabar.
We understand that arrangements are
being made to constitute a very strong
reception” committee and that it has
been resolved to hold the Conference at
Calicut in the 1st week of May 1945,

All-India Educational Conference

The 20th All-India Kducational Con-
ference will be held at Cawnpore from
the 29th to the 81st December 1944 Sit
C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer, Dewan of
Travancore, has consented to preside.
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Savings Scheme

A Nation has no better shield against adversity
than The National Savings

SAVE AND LEND
. DON'T HOARD OR SPEND -

BUY
~National Savings Certificates

AND
Make your Money Grow.
[
Rs. 10 to 15, 100 fo 150,
1,000 0 1,500 & 5,000 to 7,500

——
A. A &8,

Note : —

(a) ‘Liocal Authorities’ (as defined in the Gex_Jera.l C!auses :Act, 1897)
and registered Co-operative Sqcieties can now invest in IlgéIPIONAL
SAVINGS CERTIFICATES up to & limit of Rs. ONE LAKH,

inci -operative Banks can invest
b) Scheduled Banks and Provincial Co-operative iny
on behfxl)f ofc e; adult client, minor, incorporated body or other association,
up to a limit of Rs. 5,000 in each case,

(¢) NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES can be transferred
to a Government State official as security at any time,

i ‘ the
d) The income derived does not have to be shown in
“total (in)come' of the holder for Income Tax assessment. In sho:t,
the interest does NOT,in any way, increase the rate of income
Tax payable on income derived from other sources.

N. 8.—13,
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A million workers in
-force, which

2 million acres|

This large labour 7} J> Rl T
works on India’s 5000 tez gardens consists of - T o
happy and contented people of gll castes and creeds living [ ; *I
and labouring togetherin perfect harmony. Continue to drink [ B i
Indian Tea and thereby help Indian labour to enjoy the B I A i
fruits of their toil. There is no better beverage in the world. l _____________________ .
I ;
Cut out this advernsemen; and send [ U ‘ 1
it, together with your name, addrass - l i
and occupation fin block letters), to e
the Commissioner for India, Indien —
Tea Marker Expansion Board,

i 1
g T Gl e P ;
will send you, ‘tree of charge, i
00y of an illustrated booklet ‘ S
wntitled "The March of Indian Tea", it '
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