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LOVE AND SUSPICION IN SHAKESPEARE!
By
A. C. SUBRAHMANYAN, M. A.
Introduction

When Lysander traces for Hermia the course of true love he maps
out only those spites and crosses which obstruct it from outside.
Difference in rank, disparity in age, authority of friends and relations
impede its progress. War, death and sickness lay siege to it and make
it momentary as a sound, swift as a shadow, short as any dream.
And yet these enemies of love pale into insignificance when compared
to the torture that suspicion draws down on the lover. Often the
fair light of love is obscured by dark clouds of suspicion. Sometimes
they blow over ; but at other times they quite blot out love. This
_theme is touched upon by Shakespeare again and again in his dramas.
Whether this is due to the sources which provided him his themes or
whether the great artificer was fascinated by the challenge of doubt to
the bright giow of love, Shakespeare’s technique in the treatment of
this aspect of love is worth attention.

1. In this paper I have attempted to deal only with the successive haﬁdlings of
one particular situation : that of the lover accusing his beloved of unfaithfulness.
Posthumous alone does this by means of a letter.
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Claudio and Hero

Suspicion bars the path of true love when in the Church of
Messina, before all the assembled bridal party Claudio most specta-
cularly announces his unwillingness to marry Hero. Unthinkin
credulity and malicious slander conspire to cloud the charaoter o%'
Hero who is accused of talking to a stranger through her chamber
window at midnight on the day preceding the proposed wedding. Don
John, the villain of the play, for sheer delight in mischief, induce
.Borachio to speak to Margaret, Hero’s waiting woman, and ;-,his scen:
is rehearsed before the prince and Claudio who believe, as suggested
by Don John, that it is Hero. The whirligig of time brings gin the
‘truth and Claudio is as convinced of Hero’s purity as he was previous]
of her guilt ; and consents to marry anyone of Leonato's choice sin .
the slandered Hero is represented to be dead. Claudio is a persona,b(;e
‘man and a friend of the prince. Besides, has he not in the m .
approved romantic fashion spoken of the lady as o
impious purity’ and even when speaking of her
with tears ? So Claudio, in spite of his easy credulity, hi i
slander, scorn and dishonour of the lady, shall have his I'Ie ; ‘“ﬂJ -
shall be well. Shakespeare’s imagination was taken up Wit;ll’xo ‘L"d o
ighty creations of Benedick and Beatrice and perhaps he h:del‘two
attention to spare® for Hero and Claudio whom he left much o
were in Ariosto and Bandello, his sources. Even Don Joh i‘s'lthey
breathe. But the theme of a suspicion which collies the 'udtl e
the hero by the clever practices of a designiné villain® engJa eimelrllt -
powe.»rs of Shakespeare at the height of his genius Hofreve: tlt;he
day is not yet. Here he chooses to think that all the Suspicio;l a:;

‘ pure impiety and
foulness wash’d it

" 2. .The strategem of Don John and Borachio whiczﬁ(ilaudi(;z:d-
is only reported. .« This is accounted for b
the church scene and the theatrical difficulti

the prince witness

y the need to give pProminence to
es of presenting it,

3. Villainy brings about suspicion in Much Ad
. . o, Othello ;.
John is a first sketch for Iago who is the master-piece. Ismliacfixyizzcj:l?e' Pon
ere is a

falling off ; the decline has alread i
y commenced ;
Richard III and Faleonbridge. "+ T Ed{nund who harks back to
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the blunders are merely much ado about nothing. Nothing; only, a
lady was slandered and the man who professed to love her readily
believed it ! But then was he not undeceived ¥ Was he not ready to
atone for his fault ? All’s well that ends well. Slander and suspicion
were merely passing clouds obscuring for a moment the confident joy
of young affections. '

- Ford

Young affections, Master Ford, the Windsor householder, cannot
be accused of ; but he too is disposed to believe Falstaff’s brags about
his winning Mrs. Ford and making a present of her to Master Brook.
The Merry Wives of Windsor is a pleasant comedy which seldom rises
above farce and all the comment that Mrs. Ford has to make when
accused of unchastity by her busband is “ You use me well, Master
Ford, do you ?”; to which her husband replies “ Ay, I do so.”
Falstaff seems to have left his wit behind at Eastcheap when he

‘proceeds to Windsor and again and again he walks into traps set by

the gossips, Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Page, and earns a ducking and a
drubbing and at last is fool enough to allow himself to be burned and
pinched by the egregious Welshman, Sir Hugh Evans. Ford’s suspi-
cion in this play is merely a mechanical device which makes the
intrigue go forward and lacks the Shakespeare touch.

Hamlet an:l Ophelia

The sign manual of the master is clear to every one, even to the
proverbial schoolboy, who examines the scene (Aot ILI scene I) where
Hamlet ‘encoun‘ters the studious Ophelia as prearrangéd by Polonius
and the King. The prince of Denmark received a rude shock when he
found that his mother who followed his poor father’s body, like Niobe,
all tears, hastened within two months, to an incestuous marriage with
Claudius, her husband’s brother, who had usurped the throne. The

funeral baked meats had provided cold repast for the marriage tables,

‘Hamlet could not help wishing that he were dead before he saw that

day. To oconfirm his suspicions and disquiet, his father’s ghost
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appeared before him and unfolded to him the story of his murder by
his unnatural brother. Exhorted by the ghost Hamlet solemnly
swears to raze from the tables of his mind all thoughts other than

those of revenge. His dream that he could live happily and enjoy .

the love of Ophelia, that beautiful flower of May, was dashed to
the ground. O cursed spite, that he, young Hamlet, had to get right
what was rotten in the state of Denmark. The magnitude of his
task and the want of certainty in his suspicions regarding the king’s
guilt drove him distracted and drove him once to O phelia’s chamber .
He took her by the wrist and held her hard, peered into her face
for long, then let her go, but still held her by his eye as he slowly
walked out of the room. Polonius, always wise in his
finds in love the true cause of his distraction and w
his theory.

own conceit,
ants to test

Ophelia, anxious to help the prince whom she loved go deeply
falls in with her father’s wishes. Hamlet who has resolved to make
a trial of the truth of the ghost’s words by the play-scene, enters,
torn by an overwhelming temptation to end his troubles by suicide.
Fear of the dreams that may afflict him in the sleep that he will have
when once he has shuffled off this mortal coil blunts the edge of his
resolution and his eyes light on the fair Ophelia and he hopes that
she will remember him in her orisons and save him fro

fire  She enquires about his health and tells him that
him his gifts now ; since, '

m the eternal
she must return

‘To the noble mind
Rich gifts prove wax when givers prove unkind °’

Act ITI Se. T, 100—1

‘Ha, ba! are you honest ?’ queries Hamlet. How can he believe in
the goodness of any woman since his own mother, so beautiful
seeming virtuous had proved faithless and * dishonest * ?
been demonstrated that when beauty and honesty get together, beauty
corrupts honesty ¢ Virtue is no match against the pPromptings of
desire. So Hamlet asks his lady to get toa nunnery and not he g

, 80
Has it not
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breeder of sinners. He has lost all faith in the purity of woman and
poor Ophelia is left grieving for the overthrow of his noble mind.
Like sweet bells jangled, Hamlet’s noble and sovereign reason has
been disarrayed ; the rose of his youth is blasted with madness. And
Ophelia is ‘of ladies most deject and wretched.” But ‘when sorrows
come, they come not single spies, but in battalions.” Poor Ophelia
loses Hamlet's love; and before she is many days older she loses
her father, accidentally killed by Hamlet himself, The prince is
banished. Laertes, her brother, is away at the University. The
gentle maid is too weak to bear the weight of her misery, her reason
gives way and she herself is pulled down to a muddy, though melodious
death. Thus, sweet Ophelia havicg finished her swan-song awaits
Hamlet to join the flight of angels that sing him to his rest; while he,
distracted soul, has yet to work out his revenge and his fate. The
love of Hamlet and poor Ophelia is overwhelmed in the wild torrent.
of an unnatural age.

Othello

But the tragedy that overtakes Desdemona and her noble moor is
the most terrific instance of the assault of suspicion on true love,
Caught in the web of Iago’s motiveless malignity the generous and
rustful Othello is convinced that Desdemona is unfaithful to her
marriage bond. She is so angelic in beauty that even the devils will be
afraid to go near her. So the moor wants her to swear that she is
honest. Dishonest already, if she falsely swears that she is honest
she is sure to be ‘double-damned’. Poor Decsdemona, unable till then
even to suspect that she could be suspected thinks that the moor is
distraught because of the order for his recall. Othello declares that
he could have borne with patience any such affliction:

But there, where I have garnered up my heart,
Where either I must live or bear no life,

The fountain from the which my current runs,
Or else dries up ; to be discarded thence!

Or keep it as a cistern for foul toads

To knot and gender in!
IV. 2. 56—61
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This is a calamity which Othello can never face. She is still to
him a ‘young and rose lipp'd cherubin’,* a weed so lovely fair and
smells so sweet that the senses ache at it. Would she were never
born! Would she had never committed the deed at which heaven
stops the nose and the moon winks ! '

Othello : Tmpudent strumpet !

Desdemona : By heaven, you do me wrong.
Othello: Are not you a strumpet ?
Desdemona: No, as I am a Christian,

If to preserve this vessel for my lord

From any other foul unlawful touch

Be not to be a strumpet, I am none.
Othello : What, not a whore ?

Desdemona : No, as I shall be saved.
Othello : T8’t possible ?

Dedemona : O! heaven forgive us.

Othello : T cry you mercy then.

I took you for that cunoing whore of Venice
That married with Othello. IV 2. 79-89

Desdemona is perplexed at this persistence and she knows not how
she had behaved that he should have the smallest cause for suspicion.

The expression ' young and rose-lipp'd cherubin ’ s taken to refer to patience
by Dr. Johnson who agrees with Theobald in regarding the *“ I'' of the next line
(IV 2. 62) as written for ‘“ay.* Dr. Johnson takes 1. 61—63 as an apostrophe
to Patience, who, in spite of her nature, changes colour and looks grim as
hell on contemplating the unparalleled wickedness of Desdemona. Furness
quotes S. T. P. (Notes and queries 5th VI, 405), ** possibly the words were meant
as addressed to Desdemona who first blushes at Othello's gross accusations, - He
then bursts out in admiration of her beauty; and then when she looks gravely
indignant challenges her to look * grim as hell *." While holding that the phrase
young and rose-lipp’d cherubin’ applies to Destemona, M. Hart, the editor of
the Arden Shakespeare, interprets the lines thus :-' do you change colour at these
horrible reflections, young and rose-lipped cherub? have patience, look here at
me. Iam black and grim as the devil.’ T consider that ° young a;:d rose-lipp'd
cherubin ’ is applied by Othello to Desdemona and not tothe personific P
patieace. I would, therefore, render the lines thus:—* Dy
tenance at my words? Have patience, thou young and roge-
quite right, change thy colour and look as grim as hel] §
appearance may correspond with your inner vileness.’

ation of
you change coun-
lipped cherub. Or,

0 that your external -
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She is a child to chiding and if he wanted to teach her he could have
used gentler means and easy tasks., She knows not how she lost him,
In thought, word or deed she never did trespass against his love. In
her indomitable love for the man of her choice she declares to " good
Iago’, the architect of her misery,

Unkindness may do much ;
And his unkindness may defeat my life, .
But never taint my love. A IV 2, 169-61

One fancies® that even Iago is touched for an instant and tells
her ‘tis but his humour.” The business of the state offends Othello
and he only vents his spleen on his wife.

Would that it were so! But Othello’s love is not according to the
uses of the world ; he is too good, too pure, too noble to utter a word
the truth of which be is not ready to vouch with his own life. He is
so lost in the mazes of the error into which he has been so artfully
led that realizing the pity of it, fully aware of her unique beauty
whose balmy breath almost persuades justice itself to break her sword
he yet proceeds to sacrifice her. Othello sheds cruel tears for her he
loves even when he is about to strike her. Desdemona,

‘ a maiden never bold ;
Of spirit so still and quiet that her motion
Blush’d at herself,’ ' 13. 94-7

is afraid. When Othello’s eyes roll so, he is fatal. He gnaws his
nether-lip and his very frame shakes with passion. Desdemona knows
not guiltiness; she is as pure and innocent as an angel in heaven.
She denies the charge that she gave the handkerchief to Cassio. But
finding her denial brushed aside she pleads for mercy, for time.
Blinded Othello® misinterprets this as a confession of guilt and kills
her whom he loved more than life itself.

5. That Iago is touched is.only a fancy. His aim may be to lull her into a sense of
false security by diverting her attention to the wrong tack.

6. His error is helped by a certain fatality in Desdemona’s choice of wo
Vide V 2. 1l 57, 71, 76.

rds.
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Scarcely the deed is done when the moor finds life insupportable.
He thinks that at that heavy hour there should be a huge eclipse of
sun and moon and the globe itself should quake and gape at the
change But when the doors of the murder-chamber open and the
voice of normal humanity is heard Emilia tells bim roundly that he
is a rash.devil to have killed Desdemona who was heavenly true.
If Tago has told Othello of Desdemona’s unfaithfulness ‘villainy hath
made mocks with love’ says Emilia with more truth than she is aware
of; and at the cost of her life she clears the fair name of her
mistress.  Accident that brings to light the letters of Tago and
Roderigo together with the words of Cassio prove to Othello, if proof
were necessary, how much he was in error. He had loved not wisely,
but too well ; and as he kissed her before he killed her, Othello hag no
other way but to kill himself ‘ to die upon a kiss.’

Suspicion has done its worst to Othello and Desdemons, ; their
lives it cut short ; but Iago’s fiendish villiany has nevertheless secured
the immortal triumph of their great love. Othello atones for his
blunder as profoundly as he erred in his perplexity ; and we stand
breathless with adoration at his heroic and great love. Whepn he says
that Desdemona is a pearl richer than all the Indies or even ° such
another world of one entire and perfect chrysolite’ his words find a
ready echo in our hearts.

Cleopatra

The tornado of suspicion that uproots the lives of thege lovers
becomes a brief afternoon hail-storm when it reaches Antony and
Cleopaira, When Antony’s fortunes are ebbing fast Octaviug sends
a messenger to Cleopatra to persuade her to desert the sinking ship
and espouse the fortunes of the conqueror. The dying lion, Antony,
catches Thyreus kissing Cleopatra’s hand (Act III Scene ' XI) and
orders him to be soundly whipped Was it for thig Antony left his
pillow unpressed in Rome and forbore the getting of a lawfy) ra
a gem of women ? Cleopatra had been a boggler ever.
her as a morsel, cold upon dead Caesar’s trencher.

ce by
Antony found
She was a fragment
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of Pompey’s too. And who knows what hotter hours unregistered in
vulgar fame? How could she let a fellow who takes rewards be
familiar with Antony’s play fellow, her hand, that kingly seal
and plighter of high hearts ? Would she ‘mingle eyes’ with a valet
in order to flatter Caesar %

Cleo : Not know me yet ?
4Ant : Cold-hearted toward me?
Cleo : Ah ! dear, If 1 be so,
From my cold heart let heaven engender hail,
And poison it in the source ; and the first stone
Drop in my neck : as it determines, so
Dissolve my life. The next Caesarion smite,
Tl by degrees the memory of my womb,
Together with my brave Egyptians all, -
By the discandying of this pelleted storm,
Lie graveless, till the flies and gnats of Nile
Have buried them for prey !
Antony : I am satisfied.
III 11. 158-167
The blaze of Antony’s anger vanishes by the witch-craft of her words.

Imogen

The theme of suspected love is taken up again in Cymbeline. In
this play Desdemona is rejudged’ and restored to the arms of her
lover ; for, who else is Imogen except a new incarnation of the pure
and spotless wife slandered by villainy? Her words to Pisanio on
perusing Posthumous’ letter which seemed to him to have cut her
throat already remind us of Desdemona’s :

Imogen : False to his bed ! What is it to be false ?
'To lie in watch there and to think on him ?
To weep ’twixt clock and clock ? if sleep charge nature,
To break it with a fearful dream of him, ,
And cry myself awake ? that’s false to ’s bed, is it ?
: Act 111 Scene 4. 42—48.

7. The comparison is suggested by Mrs. Jameson, Quiller-couch and others,
2



10 UNiveRsIry JourNaL

Some jay of Italy must have betrayed Posthumous and now
Imogen is to be cast off. Men’s vows are women’s traitors No

longer can one put ome’s trust in fair appearances. Imogen then
. . . S
draws Pisanio’s sword and asks him to take it

and hit
The innocent mansion of my love, my heart.

Fear not, ’tis empty of all things but grief;
Thy master is not there, who was indeed

The riches of it ; do his bidding ; strike. III. 4. 69—173

But that faithful servant had never intended to carry loyalty to
his master to the extent of murdering his mistress. Though life
is no longer worth living to Imogen when once she is dead to her
husband she is persuaded to don boy’s clothes and enter the gervice
of the Roman ambassador, Lucius, where she is sure to have news
of her husband. He too, on learning of his wife’s supposed death
repents his hasty judgment and seeks some means of ending his OWn’
life. When the fortunes of war bring Iachimo aa g prisoner before
Cymbeline and the true story of his villainy is revealed Posthumous

breaks out into words of repentance, and self accusation. Imoge
magnanimously forgives him :— s
Why did you throw your wedded lady from you ?

Think that you are upon a rock ; and now )

Throw me again (embracing him)

V. 5. 261-3
What the bounds of tragedy could not allow hag been achieved

in this tragi-comedy. Its action gives scope for a second revoluti eve
fortune®, for reconciliation, for forgiving and for forgetting. Th;";::

8. This s quite different from the counter-blow or the g
by Bradley (Shakespearean Tragedy pp. 58 & 63", It is the eculi :
Shakespeare's last plays that after the suffering and tragedp C(u tar quality of
Acts they end in calm and peace and perfect happiness t;’e(’ t.he first three
parents being rectified by the children. Cf. Dowden, Qui‘lle - mlstakes_ of the
Shakespeare's Last Plays. : N couch - Tillyard :

leam of false hope mentioned
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of Imogen and Posthumous is exposed for a time to the storm and
stress of fortune ; but ere long, the dark clouds break and the lands-
cape, all the lovelier for the rain, shines in the golden glory of the
setting sun.

Leontes.

" The same sunset glow is found yet again, in another great play,
The Winter's Tale. Here too Shakespeare takes up the theme of
suspicion of a lady’s fidelity by the man who loves her. Even the
jealous Ford.in the Merry Wives needs a Pistol to tell him of Falstaff’s
boasts and of his unholy intentions. But Leontes needs no prompter
to play the jealous husband. He finds Polixenes, his friend, yielding
to the entreaties of his wife, Hermione, while he had resisted Leontes’
own requests to continue his stay in Sicily. This gives the jealous
king tremor Cordis and on mere suspicion, without waiting for any
further proof, he orders Camillo to poison the king of Bohemia. He
would leave Hermione untouched. But contrary to his expectation
Camillo reveals the danger to Polixenes; and the king and his saviour
escape from Sicily. This lashes Leontes into a fury and he accuses
Hermione of dishonesty and adultery with Polixenes and of helping
him to leave the country in secret. Hermione, unlike Desdemona, is
quite self-possessed. She stoutly denies knowledge or complicity and
appeals to her husband telling him how much he would grieve when he
realises his mistake and how impossible it would be for him then to make
full amends toher. For answer Leontes orders her tobe removed to
prison.- ‘ There’s some ill planet reigns’ says Hermione. Her grief burns
her worse than tears drown ; but yet she exhorts her women not to grieve,
calmly assuring them ‘ this action I now go on is for my better grace.’
The very courtiers of Leontes plead with him and assert that if
Hermione be false there is no honesty left in the world and that he
should guard against his justice turning into mere violence. Leontes
is not to be deterred ; he is resolved to follow his forceful instigation.’
Nevertheless, though he is himself convinced of his wife’s guilt, in
order to satisfy the ignorant credulity of the vulgar, he has sent
Cleomenes and Dion to consult the oracle of Delphi.



12 UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

| Hermione who was with child is brought to a prémature childbed
by her great grief and suffering ; but the baby which is a female-child
is quite healthy. Paulina, a noble lady of the court, offers to take the
innocent babe to Leontes and try the effect of its silence on the king
when the speeches of grown up people have failed. Hermione
consents. The efforts of good Paulina are, nevertheless, in vain :
the king is so rooted in his false opinion that he orders Antigonus to,
expose the babe in some desert place outside his dominions ; and he
proceeds to bring Hermione to trial on the charge of high treason.

Hermione’s nobility and dignity in this scene are worthy of
a queen and of the daughter of an emperor. She pleads for justice
and honour basing her plea on her innocence pointing out the absence
of any proof against her. She scorus to plead for life :—

no life,
I prize it not a straw : but for mine hoanour,
Which I would freg, if I shall be condemn’d
Upon surmises, all proofs sleeping else
But what your jealousies awake, I tell you
T’is rigour and not law. Your honours all,
I do refer me to the oracle:

Apollo be my judge! L 2. 170—117.

Her judges have no option but to admit the justice of this request
and the oracle proclaims Hermione chaste and Leontes, a jealous
tyrant. The king, at first, refuses to abide by the words of the
oracle, proclaims it mere falsehood and orders the trial to Proceed.

At this point the gods themselves seem to take a hand and a
servant brings the news that young prince Mamilius is dead with mere

conceit and fear of the queen’s speed! There is a sudden revulsion in
the king’s mind :

Apollo’s angry; and the heavens themselves

Do strike at my injustice, IIT 2, 147—8
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Hermione swoons and Paulina informs the king sometime later
that the queen is dead. Leontes is all tears and repentance; but
Hermione though salive, withholds herself and is believed to be dead
by the king. When Perdita is recovered and her marriage with
Florizel permitted, Paulina takes the king and the bridal couple to see
s newly made statue of Hermione. The statue turns out to be
Hermione herself and the words she speaks are addressed to Heaven
to call down a blessing on Perdita. '

I,
Knowing by Paulina that the oracle
Gave hope thou wast in being, have preserved
Myself to see the issue, V. 3. 126—8

Knowing by Paulina! Why, Hermione was herself present when
the Oracle’s message was read! The burden of suffering that was
laid upon Hermione—the loss of the king’s love, her public dishonour
because of the false charges, the child’s banishment and exposure to
the elements, above all the death of the precocious child that died of
grieving for his mother—was too heavy for flesh and blood to endure;
and in the sickness® that overtook her she had even forgotten the
details of the scene of her trial. The thought of the unoffending babe
exposed to die, the haunting feeling of the prince whom the fates had
cut off, would prevent all reconciliation with Leontes. But she
possessed her soul in patience and waited in the hope that the Oracle’s
words would come true. And when her lost treasure is regained in

9. It was in Hermione's presence that the oracle’s message was read and she
praises Apollo for revealing the truth. Then how is it that she tells Perdita that
she learnt from Paulina that the oracle gave hope of Perdita's survival ? The
only explanation is that Hermio-~e had forgotten the details of the terrible court
scene and that Paunlina, wishing to spare her, had not dwelt on it. How came
Hermione 10 forget? The merciful oblivion might bive been induced by
protracted illness which is quite probable in the circumstances.
Paulina with robust faith must have. assured Hermione that Terdita
would be found as she tells Leontes and his courticrs (cf. VI. 35-49) Hermione,
perhaps, takes the words of the oracle as ‘a divine command to separate herself
from her husband’ (F. W, Moorman, Arden Shakespeare, p. XXX11II).
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that season of rejoicing and reconciliation, Hermione is not above a
divine forgiveness even of Leontes. This we are left to infer ;
anyway the statue sprang to life, and Hermione was restored to
Leoutes just as the masked lady led in by Leonato turned out to be
the slandered Hero come back to life.

Stages in the treatment

Thus we find the theme of suspected love taken up by Shakes-
peare in his comedies, tragedies and romances. Though he has dealt
with it several times he docs not repeat himself ; each time, he comes
to it with added insight into human feeling and human character.
In Much Ado about Nothing though he touches it, his geniug scarcely
comes to grapple with it. In the Merry Wives suspicion and jealousy
are almost suppressed by fun and laughter. Hamlet’s suspicion of
Ophelia’s honesty is part of a universal unbelief—a doubt and a
scepticism that an unnatural world has forced upon this sensitive
prince. Suspicion is the tragic theme of Othello. We catch a glimpse
of it in Anlony ard Cleopatra. Shakespeare recurs to the sut;ject in
Cymbeline and T'he Winter’s Tale; and this time leaves his heroines
happy and triumphant.

Heroines always innocent

In none of these plays has Shakespeare left us from the very
beginning in any doubt of the beroine’s innocence. The conspiracy of
Don John and Borachio prepares us for the deception in whicl, Claudio
and the Prince are persuaded to traduce the honour of Hero, To
make our assurance doubly sure Borachio tells his accomplice, Conrad,
how Don John and Borachio deceived the Prince and Claudio. Ag
soon as Mrs. Ford received Falstaff’s letter she is busy finding out
ways of revenging herself on Falstaff for insulting her by writing his
lewd letter : and she tells Mrs. Ford that the best way might be to
entertain Falstaff with false hope till the wicked fire of lugt has melted
the fat knight in his own grease. Ophelia is no Juliet: she cannot pursue
her love independent of her kinsfolk. Still she loves Hamlet deeply_
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Iago’s soliloquies and asides tell us in advance of his practices which are
to entangle Othello in baseless suspicion. Imogen’s repulse of the base
Iachimo and his unworthy trick in getting into her bedroom to steal
her bracelet and make his observations we see before our eyes; and in
the very first scene of the Winter'’s Tule we witness the baseless
jealousy'® of Leontes sprouting up unassisted from his brain. Only in
the case of Cleopatra we are not sure to whom she spoke the truth—
to the Emperor’s messenger or to Antony—and if we were, will she be
Cleopatra ? Unlike latter-day craftsmen, Shakespeare does not
believe in the artistic need of keeping us in suspense until the last
moment. '

Variety in treatment

Still he uses expectation most effectively. Though he repeats the
situation several times custom never stales the infinite variety of his
genius. Every time he takes up the theme his characters respond to
the situation in their own proper and individual way.

Apprenticeship

However, Claudio’s behaviour in connection with the slander on
Hero seems to be dictated in part by the requirements of the plot'!

10. Quiller-couch takes the view that Shakespeare has bungled in his dealing with
Leonte.’ jealousy. Shakespeare had t‘me, or could have found time to make
Leontes’ jealousy more credible, If he was jealous by nature how is it that
neither Camillo, nor the queen nor any of the courtiers notes it before

" he makes his baseless accusations against his wife ? Therefore ‘it is caprice of
self-deception, a maggot suddenly bred in a brain not hitherto supposed 1o be
mad.’ Against this view it is urged :—1, Shakespeare assumed in his audience
familiarity with Greene's Pandosto 2. If Leontes’ jealousy is altogether sudden
when had he time to note the kissing with inside lip the skulking in corners and
wishing clocks more swift? (I 2,11 284-290) Is he inventing thesc lumself in
order to convert Camiilo to his way of thinking ?

11 Some critics deny that Shakespeare bere sacrifices character to plot  Ciaudio
was a conceited youth who is full of self-love. He has no thought for others
except to get their approval for his actions; and the prince does approve them.
In the public repudiation he satisfies two of his cravings: mean revenge and
exhibitionism (Grace Trenery, Arden Shakespeare p. XIX & XX).
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and in part by the romantic conventions of conduct proper to a
gentleman in love. He believes Don John too readily, does not verify
his observation by further enquiry and his resort to a public repudia-
tion of his suit in church is unnecessarily harsh and cruel. Even
his lamentations on the lapse of his lady sound artificial. When
Don John’s villainy comes to light, once again Claudio shows not only
readiness to forget and forgive the injury he has done to Leonate
and his daughter but surprisingly enough'? consents to take any
lady of Leonato’s choice as his wife. At church, on Claudio asking
Hero whom she was talking to the previous night out of her window
- .she denies that she talked to any man at that hour. Whepn the
prince too joins his friend in the charge she swoons and the blood
rushes to her cheeks a thousand times and as suddenly it leaves them
in angel whiteness. Thus shame and medesty contend jin ‘her looks.
On recovery she assures the friar of her innocence. She disappears
from the scene, given out for dead and when she réeappears she comes
back masked to marry Claudio, impersonating the unknown lady of
Leonato’s choice. The characters of Hero and Claudio are not
sufficiently individualised and seem to be subordinated to the need for
Beatrice asking Benedick to prove his love by killing Claudio and for
providing a happy ending for a romantic story of youthful love
Evidently Shakespeare has not yet secured mastery over his material .

The same unsureness of touch and obsession with plot-construe
tion are visible in Merry Wives. Here the incidents, and the cﬁaracters
remind us of the doctrinaire artificialities of Ben Jonson. and we are
treated to the spectacle of a husband going to Falstaff to persuade
the fat knight to yield his own wife to him after Sir John haq won her
The foolishness of Falstaff in this play is incredible ang proves tha.f:
the fat knight of the Merry Wives is only a changeling for the nimble-

witted haunter of East cheap. Ford’s conduct in suspecting his wif
. e,

12, This is not so very surprising on the part of 2 man who
. Woo i
and is ready to drop her at the insinuations of Don John (A:;sllil;lady by proxy
and 181-90). ‘ c. 1. 11 171-75
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-her reaction to his exasperating behaviour and Falstaff’s persistence

in his failure to suspect ‘ Master Brook ’ to be his betrayer or that his

‘writing identical love letters to the two ladies of Windsor night have

both united them in revenge on him, all these, mark out this play to
be a farce '* and not serious drama of the Shakespearean quality.

Mastery.

- On the other hand easy mastery of material and ftechnique is
discernible in Shakespeare’s treatment of this theme in his later plays.
Hamlet with his overdeveloped mind and imagination could not help
generalising from his mother’s conduct and finding frailty synonymous
with womanhood and however much he tried he could not think of normal
love while obsessed with the thoughts of revenge. He suspects Ophelia
and denies that he ever loved her. Ophelia, unhappy lady, is shocked
by such conduct, attributes it to madness and brooding over her unto-
ward fate, falls into madness herself and comes to her untimely grave.
In Othe<llo suspicion is the core and pith of the tragedy and the poison
that Tago pours into the ear of the noble moor brings out the great-
ness of his love as well as the innocence and credulity of his nature.
The loving falsehood that sanctifies the dying lips of Desdemona is
occasioned only by Othello’s mad behaviour under the influence of a
fatal error. Similarly the unjust sentence on Imogen brings out her
great devotion to Posthumous as well as her freshness and boyish
grace that win all hearts. Imogen possesses a resilience which
Desdemona lacks. Imogen shares with Hermione the conviction that
her husband has been misled and is sure to repent and make amends.
The dignity and self-possession of Hermione in the moments of bitter
sorrow and suffering place her on a pedestal of her own apart from the
others. The witchery of Cleopatra is most artfully portrayed in the
Thyreus scene. When convinced of his lady’s falseness Hamlet tries to
ignore his love ; Othello tries to smother it and thereby gives it eternal
life ; Posthumous orders his lady’s removal but repents and atones

13. Vide, George Brandes, William Shakespeare p, 211.
J3
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for his sin even before he gets proofs of his mistake; Leontes rushes
violently into mischief and lives to repent at leisure what he does in

haste. As for Antony it is only a momentary doubt whichis conjured
away by the voice of the enchanter.

In addition to variety in the treatment of the theme we note also
a progressive gain in mastery and greater sureness of touch. The
theme in Merry Wives only makes us laugh. The parties involved
themselves, laugh at the misadventure except for Falstaff whom ,;,
queen’s command had so strangely translated. In Much Ado one
is amused, perhaps mildly excited, by the Hero-Claudio misunder-
standing. But the characters themselves take it quite seriously
Beatrice and Benedick more than others. Hamlet’s expression ot,'
unbelief in Ophelia reveals to us the tragedy of this great prince’s life
We are plunged into oppressive agony by the sufferings of Othelh;
and even more of Desdemona. We suffer with Imogen the blow of
Posthumous, Nevertheless, we have escaped into a purer and a
calmer air and we can afford to wait with Hermione for the da
when the ill planet no longer reigns.!* y

Thus these seven stages in Shakespeare’s treatment of this them
reveal a gradual progress from light heartedness, to gloom and depr ;
sion and then on to a serener air of great beauty ; from &Pprentic:)s ;s-

1p

to sure mastery, from mastery to the easy
: grace and perfecti
an art which betters nature. perfection of

14, and for the oracle’s words to be fulfilled. cf. note 9

KUMARASAMBHAVA — A STUDY

BY
Dr. P. S. SUBRAHMANYA SASTRI

KUMA_RASAMBHAVA is one of the earliest works of Kalidasa,

the greatest poet in Sarmskrt Literature nextto Valmiki
and Badarayana Vydsa. In the course of my preparation to
lecture to the students of the Junior Intermediate Class in the
Annamalai University some new ideas struck to me, which
I now place before the readers for careful consideration. |

Canto 1

Of the sixty verses in the first canto, seventeen deaj
with the description of Himdilaya, one with Ména@’s birth and
her marriage with him, two with the birth of the son Mdindka,
four with the birth of the daughter Pdrvati, twenty-five with
her growth from infancy to youth, one with Narada’s arrival
and prediction, {wo with Himdlaya’s attitude towards
approaching Siva, five with Siva’s penance, one with Himdlaya’s
offering Pdrvati to serve him, one with. Swa’s accepting her
and one with Her service to Him.

It is generally stated that the description of Himdlaya
deals with his richness in precious things of all kinds:—
minerals, pearls, elephants, birch-bark, medicinal herbs etc.
But it seems. to me that it shows how Himdlaya has placed
his whole physical body (sthila-$arira) the stony portion-with
its store of mineral, vegetable and animal kingdom at the
disposal of others, since greatness depends not on one’s
possessions but on one’s sacrifice.
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1st verse—

wegedl R Farn R @ anfas: |
gt drafadt ama faa: e @ amee: )

(There stands, in the north, the god Himalaya by name, the
lord of mountains extending from the eastern sea (Bajy of

Bengal) to the western sea (Arabian sea), as if he were the
measuring rod of India).

Here the author suggests from the word AAZ9E that
Himalaya lies flat on the ground in the north of Tndia to
prevent foes from entering her and annoying her children.
The word Z=avenr suggests that the stony portion of # imdlaya

is only the sthala-Sarira. g in this stanza refers to India—
the Jand which was ruled by gy.

Since he is stated as FaterRTa: and since the first duty of
every king is to see that his subjects are free from want
Kalidasa describes in the following verse how H imdlwynz
enabled all the mountains possess precious gems and

o sovereign
medicinal plants. &

2nd verse—

i a¥ier: aRme o A R AR Qe
st g wgrdE R gredfdia |

(Whom as calf, all the mountains with Méry ag g competent,
milkman milked from the earth directed by Ppipy shiniﬁ
gems and sovereign medicinal plants) ' 8

Here Prthu, all the mountains, Méru, India, Himalava
and precious gems and plants are compared to a lord milglii-
needy-men, milkman, cow, calf and milk. Though mﬂk,cann%

KUMARASAMBHAVA—A STUDY .21

be got without calf and milkman and though a portion of the
milk goes to them, yet the major portion of the milk goes only

to the milk-needy men, Similarly the major portion of

precious gems and plants went to all the mountains other than
Himdalaya and Méru. Himalaya was chiefly instrumental to it.
Here the greatness of Himdlaya lies not in getting some gems
and plants for himself, but in enabling through his effort other
mountains get the lion-share of them.

This verse has its source in Atharvavéda,' Mahabhdraia,s
Vayupurana® ete. where it is said that all the mountains
complained to the king Prthu of their want and at his direction
the Earth was pleased to supply their want by assuming the
L. af gt Fdsdm af o ¥ g6l APE (AT VIIL A3, 11)
9. TET: A I Al qgRiR: |

e g TemeEd e ) @ W d 69, 37)

a f qafrest 3§ AR g )

7 gEafy « e T B e |

Seamerfdl TR GAGTW SR U (ibid 69, 26, 28)
3. a0 §7d AGANT S WANIEL: |

& & 3t fuceia A=A

AsRga: TRIRTEY TARAAY U (150)

I A TGRS |

AEEANATE Ay FEAE ) (151)

swwedl aar Al 3RAEEIEa |

FARY! At TN SHGTEGR N (154)

S/ 3=t v shad ke
F O AR S AT {0 (156)
g T N TS TIAT WEECL | ,
s @t 3 g TR WG 0 (166)
g A FARAg o A |

AN TR A S | (167)
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form of a cow through the intervention of one of them as calf,
This perhaps suggests that king Prthu cultivated the whole of
India and transplanted mineral ore and rare medicinal plants
in the different mountains.

How can Himalaya, the seat of snow, be considered great?
This question is answered in the next verse—

SFFRETIT 3@ &9 4 Srrafan s |
T & 3 quaErEa s AR )

(The ‘beauty of whom that is the source of innumerable
precious things, snow does not mar. A flaw merges into
myriad of qualities like moon’s stain among her rays).

The suggested sense is that the defect of a man of
sacrifice is not observable and sometimes it also serves a useful
purpose. Himalaya is here said to be only an sreavamra: (the
gource of illimitable precious things) and not AA-ATTRET

———

a g W9 & 799 F 49 T/ |

qaf 9 T© @4 A & I a0 (168)
7 f ErEdt § R gieEiad

SR g a7 AT Ay fEE v (171)
A qE @ W | SR e
TR, GHRAERRIT B 0 (172)
YTt SRSRAGITE TRE: 1 (174)
PrEare Q@ @as gReEl qa:

gt a9 gEaR 39 g g N

Ay gy T T 9 T @I 0 (176)
ooy gFA [ ARl AT |
AR Ty AR T 0 (189) |
Feaeg Rwareant agr Jghm: |

“qry g Yevarida de: SR 0 (190)
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(the enjoyer of illimitable precious things) His precious things
serve as the source of enjoyment to others and not to himself.

Snow is not SrEERSRr (one which mars the beauty), but
dhquafrafy (the nourisher of beauty), since it too being melted
by the heat of the sun flows down the earth and serves men in
many ways. The word famasfa suggests that the defect
becomes so merged with qualities that it is not observed a

defect.
7 TZIEIARe TS
ENIOEEAN SHER (T 5, 9)
cf. Al R agawi Aved arEdmr (Sakuntala)

In the following verses it is described or suggested how
the minerals found in Himdlaya were used by heavenly damsels

" to beautify themselves, how the lower half and the upper half

of Himalaya respectively serve a fitting place for siddha lovers
to stroll when there is sun and when there is rain, how pearls

 from the heads of elephants slipped through between the

claws of the lions that killed them could serve as ornaments
to lovers, how the birch-bark serves to Vidyddhara ladies as
material for love-letters to write on, how the bambgcos filled
with wind serve as flutes to play in accompaniment to the
vocal music of Kinnara lovers, how the juice of saralu trees
oozing out on account of elephants scratching against them
4o relieve themselves of the itching sensation on their cheeks
serves as scent to be used by lovers, how the caves serve as
bed-chambers to lovers at nights and ‘the plants as lights
therein, how the solidified snow helps the Kinmara ladies
o walk slowly in the company of their lovers, how the deep
caves serve as a resort even for darkness during daytime
so that they could be used by lovers, how the camaris (a kind
of deer) play beautifully raising their tails as if they are
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faming the king Himdlaya so as to feast the eyes of lovers,

how clouds at the mouth of the caves serve as curfaing

screening the bare bodies of Kimpurasa ladies from the sight
of their lovers, how hunters tired after hunt enjoy the breeze
laden with particles of water from the Ganges which makes
the feathers of peacocks fall down so that hunters may use
them, how lotuses are opened by the sun with hjg upward
rays attracting the attention of lovers and how Brohma
himself recognised his usefulness to others and hig typical
kingship by offering him oblation in sacrifice.

18th verse—

q At weaE: g w7 gew Raed Rl |

¥i gty AR AR |

(He, the friend of Meru, knowing how to stabilise hig family
married according to Sdsiras Ménd who was born of the min(i
of Pitrdévatas, who was honoured even by seers and who was
equal to him, so that his line might continue.) :

Why should Pifrdévatds create her through theiy minds g
a problem to be solved here. It is stated in the firsy v
Himdlaya is a devatd and it is stated here that he married
AT who was AFEAT to him. Only a devaia lady can be sajd
to be ®rg&ar to him. But she could not be borp to the
ordinary dévatds, since they had a curse that they could never
get any offspring ' and pitrdévaids are brahmacarins., ¢
is the need for the latter to create ¥ar through th

erse that

Hence
eir minds,

1. -39 NS T R, ! I
- EfRERaT 39 aFQ: IR -
A WY IR TGRS |
o gafd JHFATARGG @7: ||
- (Ramdayana Balakanda 36, 20-22)
2. SERYARRIAIERTd AR | '
| SR A fE: TR 0 (Manustrti 1O, 192)
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The =trg&<7 is mentioned in detail in the following verse
in the Raghuvamsa —

T FAT 560 AT

Qs SRTGAaT: |
AARAEIEAY T

@ gurTesg &= L (6, 79)

19th verse—

FEHRNUTT AN 53 SETAN GETER |
TARA A TTgEEAl Hﬁqa&;wraw: I

(The conjugal union, when their natures met, happening in
due course later on, conception arose in the queen of the king
of mountains when she was in fine sexual maturity.)

Three problems arise here :—(1) What is the need for the
the two words wr@®yer and srw? (2) What is the purpose
served by the adjunct @&qqEr? (3) What is the need for the
phrase #RTCH TraTEIEAT: 1

Suppose the author used only the word att.  Then it is
possible for the conjugal union to have taken place immediately
after the marriage. If Ménd was not in a mature state at the
time of marriage, conjugal union immediately after the
marriage could not have been possible. Even if we grant
that she was in a mature state, union should have been avoided
for the first three days of the marriage since he married her
according to Sdstras. Besides it is stated in Dharmasastras
that conception takes place only when there is conjugal
union in FHFHTF 1.e. the first sixteen days from the commence-
ment of the monthly period, of which the first four days
should be avoided. It is also stated in works like =res®uRrEHT

4
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that sons are born if there is conception on even number of
days in sgg®1& and daughters are born if there is conception
on odd number of days. Hence is the need for the word

HTSHAW.

WEITEY suggests that there was |AFTITT (reciprocal
love) between them at the time when they met. Kalidasa

always insists on &@RIZTT and this is seen from his statement
b ~
SFATGUHI0SaAT: TiRyeaar
gRRRAIR e A afd |
RERATRIFRIEA
ﬂﬁ(ﬁfﬁﬁSﬁ Hﬂ'lﬁ?(mﬁi I (Malavikagnimitra)

(In my opinion there is no pleasure even if there is physical
contact between a couple of unequal love. Even death with.-
out it of those who have equal love is preferable.)

It is also the considered opinion of the authors of
Kamasastra that children conceived on such occasions prove
to be of superior type.

Cf. 9RiE ¥ GATEHE
g WA 9 R (ST XIV 2, 3))
aHITir Atas does not mean ‘excellent youth ’ since, in that
case, its statement is unnecessary after that of ganas; but

it means ‘sexual maturity.” This suggests that ¥y was in
sound health when she conceived.

20th verse—
A A AVEEAR AR g |
Fesh wasfR seaamieay FPagamm |
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(She gave birth to Mainaka who was fit to be enjoyed by
Naga women, who contracted friendship with the ocean and
who was unaware of the pain caused by the fall of thunderbolt
thrown by Indra in anger to cut off the feathers of mountains.)

How appropriate is the use of the word =rga at the com-
mencement ? Does it not relieve the anxiety of the readers
whether ¥t had miscarriage or actually gave birth to a child ?
This use is quite similar to that of &er in Tur ey in Ramayana.
Whether the child born was a male or a female, whether later
on it remained a bachelor or became a householder and
whether it was healthy to enable the continuance of the line
of Himalaya are answered by the third word ARTIYTAA.
Notice the appropriateness of the use of the word TY: which
generally refers to married woman.

The need for the descripticn of Mdaindka before that of
Parvat arises from the injunction that one should not marry a.
girl who has no brother.

21st verse—
warea fg: T T e AT |
adi adt AT A S YA R ||
(Then Sati, the daughter of Daksa incited by the disgrace
shown by her father and being devoted to her husband, left
her physical body through yigic powers. She, the wife of Siva
in her former birth, resorted to the wife of the mountain for
birth.)
Five problems arise here:-(1) What does tg@re refer to ?
(2) Is the use of &=xt appropriate ? (3) Is the author correct

in his use of WAYAYA instead of syaqe? (4) What is the need
for two &wedf’s? (5) What is the suggestion from af sway

Ty TR ! |
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There are three @tgmE’s done by Daksa *—(1) He did not
send invitation to Siva to attend the sacrifice. (2) He did not
welcome vsré?r on her arrival to his houge. (3) He did not offer
oblation to Stwa in the sacrifice. Of these, only the third, it
appears, is referred to here ; this is suggested by one e w};ich
means qfaaar. (2) F471 means ¢ an unmarried woman’ and
hence its use here may be, under ordinary circumstances in
appropriate ; but the author Suggests from itg yge that D’akg(;
felt no relationship with @& after she wag married to Slva
The use of =T then suggests the artistic taste of the oet.
(3) The use of wagdaeft may be wrong if it is taken ip th e
order before qurfrasz=T and it is quite ri e

ght if it is ok,
it. (4) Of the two &dt’s one gives her een after

50 hame and the other
refers to her qrfameg; it is on account of the yge of the

second &t that we are able to understand the correct

meaning of the word srgam. (5) af T Aoy e
]
that she, of her own accord, entered the v TV suggests

omb of Jay d
through the agency of Himalaya. This is ope of th:n 1:32:
where Kalidisa deviates from the source—the Vayu lf)ré,
This idea may be contrasted with tha; burana.

b in W3t sy sy
in the 19th verse, with reference to the birth ‘5f Mai:gl?;.

22nd verse—

a1 A T anhEEERn’ way |
FARATRTRER AeTaarEE T ||

(She—Bhavya (one who belonged to Bhayg
be born in her (Ména) deep in meditation
mountains, as success is enabled to be achieved by perse-
verance in the policy of a king which never fails on account of
proper application.)  Here wsm, v ang ferea: are

) was enabled to
by the king of
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respectively compared to @¥as, #ifer: and Ie=TE: Since the need
for the appearance of wufsaha comes only at a time when the
application of nit: flags, it is clear that Himalaya simply to.ok
precautions to see that the garbha grew healthily by attending
to the comforts of Ménd during the period of pregnancy and
he was not responsible for the introduction of garbha.

The word FAMSA™NY suggests that Mind was intui-
tively aware of the presence of Bhavyd in her garbha and so
she was concentrating her mind on Her alone. Corresponding
to the adjunct wwifgA=”r to &=, the author beautifully
uses the adjunct SxaFaTETRTAamET to Hat.

. Niti refers to the policies to be observed by kings. They are
described in detail in the Mahabhdarata, the Arthasdstra and
the Teru-k-kural. One of them, I give here, for reference.

JIT GUE T, WIEAAIE: |
Ruga o3, Frm@ arERafoeear |
7 R 7 AP WIGHT TIT |
qr fagieaar eftor: QU & @R i
(Mahabharata Asrama. 7, 7-2)
RETEAAT: G sl fagarg
' (Arthagastra 99)

adwrisg wrGppp Carwys Garmur
QuelwriGuer Gus uems. (@ peor: 861)

It deserves to be noted that Kaliddsa describes the period
of conception by Sudaksind in 12 verses in the third canto
of the Raghuvamsa.
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In the stanzas 23 and 24 it is described that the day of
Parvati’s birth was a source of enjoyment to all beings,-move.
able and immovable and there was gentle breeze, the sky was
free from dust and there was shower of flowers accompanied
with the blowing of conches, that Ména shone with the
child whose beauty dazzled the eyes of spectators like the
neighbourhood of Mt. Vidura with the sprout of vardiiryg

(lapis lazuly) which comes out immediately after thunder from
fresh clouds.

23rd verse—
SHARFNGAAERAT ATEAAAHG(E |
RO SRS AT GEE TSR #99 |)

This verse may be compared with the following verse in
the Raghuvarnéa—

few: sAghear a3: gan:
TR (AR |
999 49 POy aeao .
R argzam e (3, 14)
24th verse—
T FTRAT G el A=A T |
fRgrfaessg i waema ||

(To be continued)

SOUTHEY'’S INDIAN EPIC: The Curse of Kehama.
. BY
S. KRISHNAMURTHY AIYAR, M. A.

ROBERT Southey has been dead for just a little more than a

century (he died on March 21st, 1843) and yet the passage of
time, which has served to revive and rehabilitate, after a temporary
eclipse, the reputation of many eminent Victorians such as Tennyson,
Dickens and Augustans such as Swift and Pope, has proved but an
indifferent friend to Southey’s literary name and fame. As the years pass

. the name of Southey fades. Southey himself had not the slightest doubt

that he was a great poet and would be recognized as such by posterity.
But, alas! Southey’s poetry has proved mortal. Of his poetical
works which number nearly 50 (some long and some short) and which
fill many volumes very few are read today. Joan of Are, Thalaba,

 Madoc, Roderick and The Curse of Kehama, are names known only to

the inquisitive student of Literature. Probably no poet so well known -
by name is so little known by his poetry. Palgrave could not select
more than two short pieces—¢ After Blenheim’ and ‘The Scholar —to
represent Southey’s poetry. But in his own days Southey’s poetry
was rated by many highly. Lander had an excessive notion of his
worth as a poet; Fox and Scott read and enjoyed his long poems
enthusiastically. True, Macaulay doubted whether Southey’s long
poems would be read after 50 years, but he had no doubt that if read,
they would be admired. Today however we are disposed to ask with
Emerson : * Who is Southey ?’ and to look upon Southey as a negligible
minor poet.

It is Southey’s misfortune to have been a Lakist and friend of
Wordsworth and Coleridge ; for it is precisely this companionship that
has adversely affected his poetical reputation. We cannot help
exclaiming, How near Southey is to Wordsworth and Coleridge and
yet how far away! Southey’s poetical talent and method were
pedestrian when compared with Wordsworth’s. Hazlitt’s picture of
Southey at work can scarcely suggest that Southey was an inspired
poet. ‘‘ Southey passes from verse to prose, from history to poetry,
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from reading to writing, by a stop-watch. He writes a fair hand
without blots, sitting upright in his chair, leaves off when he comes to
the bottom of the page and changes the subject for another, as
opposite as the Antipodes.” This is an example of punctual composi-
tion, not of ‘fine frenzy’ or inspired utterance ! The truth iz §

. 1 rs . outhey
wrote to live and did his work in workmanlike fashion.

o\ : His mode of
writing poetry was peculiar : he would employ himgelf on several

works of different character at once devoting a specific portion of the
day to each of them. For example, when Kehama was Wwritten
Southey was at once engaged on The Prose History of Port

ugal
other works. gal and

‘What was the result ¥’ as Wordsworth asked, of a]] this i
“ Southey’s poems are read once, but how rarely are they recurred o
how seldom quoted and how few passages are gotten by heart 1” )

ndustry %

Nor was Southey happier in his choice of poetical subjects
Southey was a great lover of books and surrounded himself with a..
library of 14,000 volumes. He passed his life in retirement, ¢

) . ) onversing
with books rather than men and choosing his subjects from legends
histories or folios which he had read. This which made him :;

capable a man of letters made him no poet, ‘ for books made out of
books pass away . Indeed DeQuincey shrewdly noticeq and contrasted
the absence of books in Rydal Mount (Wordsworth’s residence) and
the splendid library in Greta Hall (Southey’s residence), Southey’s
lack of the knowledge of life and men which is. o valuable to the
creative mind has made hi® long poems dry bones. “Southey never
inquires ”, says Wordsworth (as reported by Crabb Robinson) “on
what idea his poem is to be wrought; what feeling or Passion is to be
excited ; but he determines on a subject, and then reads 5 good deal
and combines and connects industriously; but he does not givc;
anything which improves the mind strongly, and i recollected in
solitude.” Wordsworth, the despiser of books and the worshipper of
nature, left imperishable poetry: Southey left a library—one of
fourteen thousand volumes—worthy of a University.

}
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Another defect of Southey’s poetry is that it is deliberately made
to serve ethical ends. Siuthey held that ‘“Poetry ought to elevate
rather than affect.”” Admiration of great qualities such as honour
and valour, faith and fortitude underlies the poems of Southey.
Whether the fable is derived from Hindu, Muslim or Christian life,
the theme is the same—the struggle of virtue against evil. The want
of poetical quintessence is obvious and the total effect of Southey’s
poetry is poor because it is neither passionate nor lyrical.

When Southey was a school-boy at Westminister he formed the
intention of ¢ exhibiting the most remarkable forms of mythology
which have at any time obtained among mankind, by making each the
ground work of a narrative poem.” This dream of juvenile ambition

led him to write five or six long narrative poems which are almost

epics. One of them is The Curse of Kehama, a poem founded on
Indian mythology and dedicated to Landor.  ‘The Curse of Kehama’
is the solitary attempt in English poeiry (if we except translations or
adaptations) to treat an Indian subject on a large scale and a study of
Southey’s poem will show how far Southey has utilised the poetical
possibilities of Indian myths.

The Curse of Kehama.

The Curse of Kehama is Southey’s greatest poem. It is written
in rhymed stanzas of uncertain length and irregular rime and oconsists
of 23 sections which may be called cantos. In his preface to the poem
Southey claims that the fable is original but consistent with Hindu
superstition. The twin belief, in Hindu myths, viz, that sacrifices
and penances compel Gods to confer gifts on the performers of these
even if they are bad and that, whenever the world is in danger from
the tyranny of bad men made powerful by their penances, “ Avatars”
are sent by God to destroy them, form the foundation of this poem.
But Southey’s stern moral nature and political beliefs have led him to
make this poem in addition a vehicle of his moral and political teaching,
Kehama is intended to bring out Southey’s life-long belief in the
ultimate triumph of good against persecution and tyranny, a faith

which had buoyed up Southey in'the course of the Napoleonic wars,
5
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A summary of the poem would be s convenien
But we may well remember that a summary of a po
justice to its beauties than Olivia’s inventory of her
Se. 6 of Twelfth Night in the following description :
indifferent red, Ifem, two grey eyes,
one chin, and so forth.”

ce at this stage.
em will do no more
beauty in Act I

: “Item, two lips
with lids to them, 7 lem, one nefk

Kehama is a Hindu Rajab, who, like Faust, obtaing
with. supernatural power perverting it to base uses and i
punished. The scene is alternately laid in Heaven .
the sea and in Hell itself and the poem abounds i;
tions of such scenes. The principal actors are Ke

who by his penance has approached the Omnj .

the Rajah’s enemy who has killed the Rajah’sp ZZZDZ:LE;): er{,Ladurlad,
attempted to dishonour Ladurlad’s daughter and Whonis ecause he
cursed by the Rajah to suffer endlessly, Kaliyal the goog therefore
daugher of Ladurlad who has resisted the foul ad“nis fand pure
Ereenia, a heavenly spirit of the Glendoveer type, who :t Arvalan,
good genius or the guardian angel of Ladurlad and hig d° 8 as tl?e
their conﬂ_icts with the tyrant and who woos and wins K 1‘!mghter in
end. Several Hindu deities of different ranks such ag sa iyal at the
Yamaeb, Polleyar or Ganesa, Casyapa the father of th eeva, Indra,
Marriataly (Mariamman) the goddess of the lower Cas: Immortals
Suras and Asuras, Glendoveers (a distortion of Gandhary €8, Devatas
in the action as also a ghost (the spirit of dea Arvalap a:;)hi‘,a,ke part
son) and a sorceress Who is the accomplice of Aryalap, » the Rajah’s

and ' trifles
ultimately
on Earth, under
splendid descrip-
hama, the Rajah

The poem opens in epic fashion by plungin
presenting before us the funeral procession of
son, followed by his two young wives and innﬁ::‘::;‘]'e thle Rajah’s
commit saii. Arvalan’s spirit appearing before Keha,m: a-;es who
vengeance against his slayer Ladurlad; the latter Protest; emands
slew Arvalan only to save himself and his daughter’s hons that .he
Arvalan had sought to ruin. Kehama who is pitilegs a,ndollr which
done severe penances and obtained vast power over the Eleme:tl:so ha.;

» 8N

€ n medias yes and
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is about to conquer Indra and Yamen is unmoved; he pronounces a
terrible curse on Ladurlad so that Ladurlad can never know Sleep or
Death or injury from the Elements and a fire shall burn him in brain
and heart. Kaliyal escapes seizure by clinging to a nearby image of
the deity Maritale which miraculously saves her by sinking with her
into a stream. The father then saves his daughter from the floods
by simply walking across the river ; the waters part and leave him, as
also his garments, dry and safe, thanks to the curse.

Ladurlad fears that he is helpless, as even Siva is powerless
against Kehama, and separates from his daughter while the latter
is asleep, to spare her his troubles. Kaliyal on waking is menaced by
Arvalan’s spectre again; she seeks divine assistance by rushing to
the idol of Pollayar nearby. When Arvalan’s spirit tries to seize
the lady, Pollayar is incensed and lifting him by his tusks hurls him
far away.

Meanwhile Ereenia, a Glendoveer (one of the winged spirits who
are sons of Casyapa and known as Ghandarvas) flies above the place;
on seeing Kaliyal he is moved and bears her aloft to Himakoot, his
father’s abode ; from him Ereenia learns how Kehama has acquired
great power, how Indra and Yamen are afraid that their rale will end
and how the Asuras in Hell are rejoicing at the prospect of deliverance
from chains ; Casyapa warns that Ereenia will incur the enmity of
Kebama hy befriending Kaliyal.

The scene now shifts to Swerga whither Ereenia takes Kaliyal to
gee if Indra at least will protect her against Kehama. There is great
confusion and terror in Swerga for Indra is afraid that his rule, as
also Yamen’s, will end and Kehama may subdue them, release the
Asuras from Padalon (Hell) and secure Amreeta, the immortal drink,
for himself. Kaliyal, however, is allowed to live in a sphere next to
Swerga.

On the earth Kehama is about to complete the Asvamedh-sacrifice
by sacrificing the 100th horse which has been left untouched and
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whose freedom has been disputed by none for s year and a day.
The sacrifice of this horse would have brought to Kehama conquest
of Indra and Swerga ; but at the last moment Ladurlad checks the
horse and the sacrifice is thwarted. As the curse of Kehama has
already made Ladurlad deathless, Kehema cannot Punish him further.

Ereenia takes Ladurlad also to Heaven and leaves him with
Kaliyal, beyond Kehama’s power. Indra and his Suras (Heavenly
spirits) greet Ladurlad as their saviour for it is Ladurlad’s interference
with the Asvamedh sacrifice of Kehema that hag saved them from
becoming slaves of Kehama. Their only hope now is that an Avatar

of the Supreme God will appear and Kehama the mortal tyrant will be
doomed.

Meanwhile Arvalan seeks the help of Lorrinite, g witch, to defeat
Ereenia and secure Kaliyal as his mistress. The witch gives him ma io
armour and sword and takes him in her chariot to Mount Mery: tie
rooks around Meru attract the chariot forcibly and dag ’

h it to pj
throwing the witch and Arvalan into an icy abyss, Pieces,

Ladurlad and Kaliyal leave Swerga on the advice of
Kehama is about to complete the sacrifice and wrest
Indra. They are however consoled because the Gods ga,
is doomed and Providence is just. Ladurlad and Kg);
live on earth, in a sheltered retreat, the father patiently suffering the
effects of the curse and performing Tarpans to his ancestOrsg and
Kaliyal reposing her faith in Mariataly, her Goddess and Ereenia, her
lover. )

the Gods as
the power of
Y that wrong
yal once again

A series of even more remarkable and sensational aq
follows. Southey never misses an opportunity to iy
striking Indian custom or scenery, whether it be harmon
poem or no. At this stage we learn all about the festiv,
Jaga-naut and we are told that devotees fling themsely
.and die under its wheels. As it is the custom to chg
officiate as the bride of Jaganaut at this festival,

ventures now
troduce some
ious with the
al and Car of
€8 on its path
08¢ a virgin to
the temple prieats
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discover and drag away Kaliyal. When she is about to be insulted
by the priest of the temple' Ereenia appears and saves her, but is
himself seized by the Demons sent by Lorrinite the witch. Kaliyal
tries to save herself by setting fire to herself and is rescued in time by
Ladurlad her father whom fire cannot burn and water cannot drown.

Kehama has conquered Swerga and the Gods have fled from
Heaven. Evil sways the world. Ereenia has been .chained by the
witch’s power in the tombs in the City of Baly, a submerged city lying
below the ocean (identified by Southey with Mahabalipura, of which
Southey gives a lengthy description). Bidding Kaliyal stay behind,
Ladurlad safely goes down the ocean (armed by the power of the
curse) to release KEreenia. A Sea-monster, half human and half
serpentine, guards over Ereenia chained to the rocks in the City; in a -
battle lasting for a week Ladurlad kills the monster and frees Ereenia,
Meanwhile Baly seizes Arvalan and the Lorrinite and carries them
down to his judgment seat in Padalon.

The stage is now set for the finul conflict between Kehama
and his foes, human and divine. He finds that Baly and Yamen, the
rulers of Padalon, are still beyond his power and that he cannot

“wrest the cup of Amreeta from them, though Earth and Swerga have

been subdued by him. Kehama, anxious to have a suitable queen,
proposes to marry Kaliyal and, as proof of his good will, lifts the
curse from Ladurlad. Still they defy him and spurn his offer
saying that the virtuous heart is free and they will triumph at
the end. Kehama reimposes the curse on Ladurlad and inflicts the
curse of leprosy on Kaliyal. Kaliyal rejoices over her change as
she knows none will offer her violence now and Ereenia will still be
true to her. ‘ '

As Earth and Heaven groan under Kehama’s wrongs Ereenia flies
to Mt. Calasay (crossing the seven Seas and Seven Earths) and loudly
calls to Siva, the Alone, the Inaccessible, to srike the tyrant and
save mankind. At once there is Eternal light and Ereenia falls down
to earth. But an inward voice asks him to seek the help of Yamen.
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In the last few sections of the poem Southey gives us a sublime
description of the journey to Yamen’s land. Coming to the outermost
ocean of the world, Ereenia, Ladurlad and Kaliyal sail in a orazy
vessel directed by an invisible being. On reaching the world’s end ths
ourses drop and Ladurlad and Kaliyal are themselves again in beauty
and power. There at the World’s End remain earthborn spirits
awaiting the day of Judgment or the call from Yamen. Beyond this
ocean lies Padalon, the Indian Hades, ruled over by Yamen.

Padalon, as described by Southey, supports this Earth ; it is an
icy mound, icy at the top, crystal in the middle and adamantine
below. It has eight gates, guarded by eight heavenly powers, to guard
the spirits within. Here Evil spirits and souls of evil men and women
are kept imprisoned, chained and tortured for ever. The Spirits of
good human beings after being absolved by Yamen and Baly reach
Swerga in the ship of Heaven. Anxiety prevails in Padalon, for the
Asuras hope Kehama will conquer Yamen and release them and are
already unruly.

After arriving at the gates of Padalon the party (Ladurlaq,
Ereenia and Kaliyal) starts for Yamenpur (the City of Yamen) in g
car poised on a single wheel. They have to wear special robes ag
they must pass a fiery flood. The way is dark: adamantine rocks
rise on either side ; a fiery flood encircles Padalon; it is to be crossed
by a single rib of steal. Below yawns a flood of fire in which Asuras
are kept enchained. In the distance there are towers where more
Asuras are imprisoned. Yamanpur is a strong ‘City of Diamond’
reached by eight causeways built over the flood of fire enciroling it,
and guarded by eight towers and guardians. Storms, meteors and
sulphurous showers abound.

Into the chief hall in this City Ereenia, Laduerlad and Kaliyal
are admitted. Yamen is seated on his judgment:seat, and has two
forms, one benign, as Dharma Raja and the other cruel, as Yama.
Nearby is a vacant golden throne supported by three living and fiery
red human forms. Ereenia supplicates to Yamen and awaits jn awful
silence his decree.
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Al at once a tumult is heard from outside. Kehama, the
Almighty Man, comes in his chariot ; the eight guards of Padalon lie
low, and Yamenpur, the City of Diamond, shakes. Kehama confronts
Yamen, fights with him and Yamen falls. Kehama occupies Yamen’s
geat; but seeing the golden throne vacant he longs to sit on it. The
three forms who support it say that they await the fourth man to
support the throne.

Proud and powerful Kehama bids Yamen deliver the Amreeta
oup to him ; it is kept in a marble tomb and a spectre with man’s

_ form arising from the tomb gives the cup to Kehama. Hoping to

become Seeva’s equal by drinking of the Amreeta cup Kehama raises
the cup to his lips. It is a drink of magic quality, good or evil, as the
lips which touch it, and it cannot confer immortality as the meed of
evil. Kehama drinks and lo! the Amreeta turnsin his veins to
poison. His outward form turns to molten ore and beams from Siva’s
Eye of Anger fall on him and burn him. Doomed to live and burn
eternally Kehama gives up the cup and becomes the fourth man to
support Yamen’s golden throne Thus Yamen’s rule is confirmed and
Kehama's ruin complete.

The Amreeta cup is offered by the powers to Kaliyal: the pure
soul finds the drink pure and Kaliyal enjoys immortality through it.
Ereenia and Kaliyal reach Swerga and Ladurlad also is permitted to
accompany them.

Southey tells us that Kehama was deliberately planned and
carefully composed. It was begun in May 1801, but laid aside for a
time owing to the unfavourable reception of Madoc. On Landor’s
encouragement it was completed in 1809 and published in 1810. In
his introduction to the poem Southey claims that he has invented a
fable consistent with Hindu superstition. To compensate for the
extravagance of the fiction Southey decided to * pitch very high the
tone of morals and the strain of poetry ”. Southey felt that the
Indian mythology was a disadvantage to the poet as in his view it is
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full of anti-picturesque and unpoetical figures. To remedy this Southey
admits that he has kept the deformity of the Indian gods out of sight.
Indeed, Southey’s declared aim was to keep the spirit of the poem
Indian but to include nothing oriental in the style. '

Kehama is designed as an epic poem and it must stand or fall
primarily by this test. In writing his epics Southey scarcely made
such careful preparation as Milton did in writing Paradise Lost or
Coleridge recommends to an epic poet. Coleridge’s views on the
composition of an epic are very interesting: “I should not think of
devoting less than twenty years to an epic poem: ten years to collect
materials and warm my mind with universal science, the next five in
the composition of the poem, and the five last in the correction of it.
So I would write—haply not unhearing of that divine and nightly
whispering voice which speaks to mighty minds.” The conquest of the
heights of epic, this poet and critic knew, was no holiday exoursion,’
nor even for genius an easy victory.  But Southey was undaunted by
the difficulties of the task ; he tried his hand suoccessively at 5 or g
epics and it is doubtful if he has succeeded in any of these. In Kehama
the prolixity of characters, episodes and adventures is so great and
confusing that the central conflict between the tyrant and the martyr
is very nearly thrust into the background at times. The releage of
Ereenia from the submerged city of Baly threatens to develop as a
rival theme. In spite of this we may allow that the Poem possesses
the unity of action and design which is the primary requisite of an
epic. In the antagonism between Ladurlad the martyr who finds
God’s grace at the end and Kehama the tyrant who acquires great
power and uses it for evil purposes and is properly Puaished, there ig 5
touch of the Miltonic conflict between Adam and Satan. . By Kohama,
has none of Satan’s sublimity and Ladurlad is as passive as Adam.

From Homer onwarde machines, i.e. deities, spirits and super-
natural characters, have been recognised as an indispensable element of
epic poetry. The difficulty of representing such characters s inherent
in every epic poem. The epic, more than any other form of poetry,
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demands concreteness. 1f therefore even Milton’s picture of God and
angels and Heaven cannot be regarded as a credible picture of the
spiritual world, Southey may well be excused if his portraits of Siva,
Indra, and Swerga are shadowy and unreal. Regarded as mere
postical inventions, they are not failures. Southey, it must be
recognised, is in the true line of English epic pedigree in his description
of Padalon, the Indian Hades. The journey of Ereenia and his party
to Padalon reminds us of Spenser’s description of the journey of Sir
Guyon and the Palmer to the Bower of Bliss through gulfs, quicksands
and isles of fear. Yamenpur itself, the City of Diamond, hewn out of
a single rock, and surrounded by a fiery flood, may well stand
comparison with Pandemonium that rises out of the infernal region in
Paradise Lost.

The cosmogony and theology of Kehama are no more a hindrance
to our appreciation of the poem than those of Paradise Lost to our
appreciation of Milton. These affect very little the value of the poem
as a poem. We are not convinced of the truth of the stories told by
Homer or Virgil. We may wholly disbelieve the stories when we read
Ariosto and Spenser and still find their poetry delightful. One cannot
therefore share with Lamb his dismay in the company of the strange
Indian Gods in Kehama. Said Lamb: “I can never read books of
travels, at least not farther than Paris or Rome. I can just endure
Moors; but Abyssinians, Ethiops, Derwises and all that tribe I hate.
A Mohammedan turban on the stage does not give me unalloyed
pleasure. I am a Christian, Englishman, Londoner, Templar. God
help me when I come to put off these smug relations, and to get
abroad into the world to come.” The proper aim of an epic poem is
to give us poetic pleasure through sublimity and if this is realised an
epic may claim to be a success, even though its verisimilitude may be
imperfect.

The truth is, Kehama possesses the form of an epic without its
spirit or substance. The poem is steeped in an atmosphere of unreal

fact and fancy. In a poem dealing with Indian Gods and life there is
6
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absolutely no deep 'philosophical foundation such as there is in
Paradise Lost. The orientalism of Southey is essentially artificial and
factitious. The local colour of the East, as described by Southey, is
full of inconsistencies. By bringing together features and scenes of

Vedic India which Southey gleaned from the translations in his library .

and scenes and features of India in the days of the rule of the
Company which he read of in contemporary accounts of travellers
Southey has described an Indian Scene of incongruous character,
Sati, religious ceremonies and temple festivals, idols of Pillaiyar and
Mariamman, market days and marriage pandals, elephants and banian
trees are introduced side by side with Avatars, aunnay-birds,
Gandharvas, and the Amreeta cup. The East that Southey describes
is not true to any period or manners. It is asif a traveller brought
back foreign fripperies from far countries and hung himself all over
with them, not in any manner native to them or him, Southey’s
orientalism leaves us cold and bewildered without convincing us.

Judged as romantic poetry, Kehama is again unsatisfying. The
poem may be regarded as a sign of the romantic spirit of the English
poets of the early 19th century which led them to new continents and
remote legends to capture their grandeur. But there ig little of the
romantic spirit in this poem. Other poets such ag Coleridge and
Werdsworth have reached the world of romance either by mere
suggestion of mystery or strangeness, or by way of the commonplace
in life. In a few lines Keats transports us into the world of faery and

vision. Southey revels in demons and deities, Sorceress and ghosts
. »
miracles and curses; he heaps up horrors and violence ; yet these have

none of that strangeness or horror we feel in Coleridge’s Christabel
or in Keats’ La Belle Dame Sans Merci. “Southey

wrecks many
heavens and many hells and yet does not thrill us >,

The propriety of the sentiments in an epic poem is another test of
the form. The universality and the truth to life in the sentiments of
the Homeric heroes are often regarded as epic modelg in the field of

gentiment. In Kehama there is some pathos in the description of the
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sufferings of the persecuted father and daughter and the tender
relations of the two. But Southey’s treatment of love is unsuccessful;
as Macaulay says, Southey’s heroes make love either like Seraphim or
like cattle: Arvalan’s passion for Kaliyal is brutish; that of Ereenia

. for Kaliyal, as he gazes with rapture on his mistress’s leprosy, is

Platonic.

In spite of all these defects Kehama remains an interesting poem.
True, its style is far from being sublime; but it has some moments of
epic success when Southey describes Padalon or the mighty curse.
The story is interesting and well managed. The chief difficulty of a
narrative poet is to subdue varied materials to unity of design and in
Kehama Southey has successfully told his story in verse. The details
are well-arranged -and presented. The conclusion, the trinmph of
Yamen and the signal defeat of Kehama and his reduction to slavery
under Yamen as his throne-bearer, is positively dramatic. The hero
is high-souled and the theme, the certainty of the triumph of fortitude
and virtue and the fall of tyranny and lust and pride, is illustrated
in varied episodes. The poem displays Southey’s power of construc-
tive imagination.

Nor is the poem devoid of verbal skill and good verse. Southey’s
mistake in using unrhymed metre for a long poem (which he used in
Thalaba) is here avoided and the rhymed stanzas are effective. The
smooth flow of the verse is almost Spenserian and some stanzas are
crisp and beautiful. Of pure poetry there is plenty as in the stanza
on the curse, Landor’s favourite picture of the gem-lighted city, and
the description of the approach to Padalon praised by Scott as equal

in grandeur to any other passage he had ever read. If Kehama is not

a great epio, it is at least a great narrative poem. It is certain that
Southey’s rank as a poet would have been high if he had left nothing
more than Kehama and some of the ballads.

_ Southey’s poetic reputation has been in danger partly through the
lofty claims made by the poet himself and partly through the
exaggerated claims made by his admirers such as Landor. His
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contemporaries pronounced him to be a bad man of genius while
modern critics patronise Southey by representing him as 5 very good
man of no genius at all. Southey will never recover from the neglect
which has fallen upon him now for the simple reason that there is a
want of poetical quintessence in his works. But the fact remains that
his is a rare combination of proficiency and achievement in the two
harmonies of Prose and Verse. Southey will always be remembered
by his limited achievement in the metrical tales and ballads such as
Blenheim and The Inchcape Rock and by his personality. There have
been better poets than Southey, but no poet was ever a better man.

S. KRISHNAMURTI,
Reader in English.
Illustrative Stanzas from The Curse of Kehama
TeE Cumsg, II, 14
I charm thy life
From the weapons of strife,
From stone and from wood,
From fire and from flood,
From the serpent’s tooth,
And the beasts of blood :
From Sickness I charm thee ;
And Time shall not harm thee;
But Earth which is mine,
Its fruits shall deny thee ;
And water shall hear me,
And know thee and fly thee ;
And the Winds shall not touch thee
When they pass by thee,
And the Dews shall not wet thee,
When they fall nigh thee :
And thou shalt seek Death
To release thee, in vain ;
Thou shalt live in thy pain
While Kehama shall reign,
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With a fire in thy heart,
And a fire in thy brain,
And Sleep shall obey me,
And visit thee never,

And the Curse shall be on thee
For ever and ever.

Tae City oF Diamonp. XXIII, 10

_Oh what a gorgeous sight it was to see

The Diamond City blazing on its height
With more than mid-sun splendour, by the light
Of its own fiery river!
Its towers and domes and pinnacles and spires,
Turrets and battlements, that flash and quiver
Through the red restless atmosphere for ever;
And hovering over head,
The smoke and vapours of all Padalon,
Fit firmament for such a world, were spread,
With surge and swell, and everlasting motion
Heaving and opening like tumultuous ocean.
Love 1n HeaveN., X, 10
They sin who tell us Love can die.
With life all other passions fly,
All others are but vanity.
In Heaven Ambition cannot dwell,
Nor Avarice in the vaults of Hell ;
Earthly these passions of the Earth,
They perish where they have their birth ;
But Love is indestructible.
Its holy flame for ever burneth,
From Heaven it came, to Heaven returneth ;
Too oft on Earth a troubled guest,
At times deceived, at times opprest,
It here is tried and purified,
Then hath in Heaven its perfect rest :
It soweth here with toil and care,
But the harvest time of Love is there,
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THE SHORT STORIES OF STACY AUMONIER
BY
K. P. KARUNARKARA MENON

he modern short story is a literary form of infinite scope and

variety. There is variety in its length, in the end at which it

aims, ip the method of its narration. In some stories the empha-
sis is all on the plot, in others on the characterisation. There are
gtories which have neither plot nor character interest, which merely
give us bits of life without the intervention of the author’s artistic or
ethical personality. Some, again, are nothing more than illustrations
of moral or intellectual ideas, while others aim only at producting
“ atmosphere " or local colour. The form of the story may also vary
indefinitely. It may be told directly by the author, or dramatically
by a character, it may unfold itself in the course of a conversation
or a series of letters, it may be in the form of a retrospective self-
revelation or a reverie.

The short stories of Aumonier are illustrative of this unlimited
variety. A short story should pre-eminently be a story, it should have
the interest of incident. The desire to hear a story is a primitive and
universal instinct of human nature, and this desire js fully gratified
by Aumonier. His stories abound in exciting adventures ang thrilling
incidents. A Source of Irritation is a typical example. Ag Sam Gates,
an old Norfolk gardener, stretches himself in the field enjoying hig pipe
after a good morning’s work and a sumptuous breakfast, a German
aeroplane has a forced landing near him:  The pilot noti cing a

striking resemblance between the old man and a notorioug German

spy on whom the English have set a high price, forces him to board

the repaired plane which flies back to the western front. The pilot’s
scheme is to kill the gardener and leave the corpse in a trench near a
hill which, under pressure from the English, the Germans are
compelled to evacuate, The English would mistake him for the spy,
who could then carry on his work undisturbed near the hem-qnarters
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of the British army. The scheme miscarries because as Sam is about
to be shot by a German soldier he falls forward on his face, and the
soldier himself is killed by an exploding shell. Sam is captured by the
English to whom he narrates his story and the stratagem of the enemy.
The real spy is captured, and Sam is lown back in an English plane
to the field where he completes his day’s work as though nothing has
happened to him.

Equally absorbing are the detective stories, T'he Accident of Crime
and The Old Lady with Two Umbrellas, of which Tolozan, the French
Inspector of the Crime Department, is the hero. In the former,

Tolozan convincingly argues that a crook whom everyone had suspeot-

ed to have committed suicide in remorse after a lite of crime had
really died in an attempt to save his dog. In the latter he brilliantly
solves the mystery of the disappearance of large quantities of French
gold over the Spanish frontier.  He traces the crime to a high official
of the treasury who is enamoured of an actress. Off the stage she
plays the part of an old lady carrying two umbrellas, and js at
the bottom of an audacious piece of regular robbery in which
innocent persons are made unwitting accomplices of the crime.
Arpeggio is another detective story in which two members of an under-
ground fraternity are detected and killed by a clever man who by
repeatedly playing an arpeggio scale in the adjoining room wracks
their nerves and makes them expose themselves. The account of the
recitation competition in The Landlord of ‘ The Love-a-duck’, the
reverie of Monsieur Roget in The Golden Windmill, the imaginary
stories, The Kidnapped °General’ and Liltle White Frock, the life
history of Caleb Fryat (Face), all these grip our attention, and keep
us spell-bound from beginning to end.

If in these stories the main interest is that of plot and incident,
in others the emphasis is on characterisation. Aumonier has the
gift of realizing his men and women fqr us to a remarkable
extent. In the short space of fifteen or twenty minutes he
makes his characters our permanent acquaintances. Ned Pickleton
of The Great Unimpressionable is an unforgettable person. This
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stolid imperturbable young man is engaged to a girl. In the five
gruelling years of the Great War he has thrilling adventures and hair-
breadth escapes. But the iron does not enter his soul. Hig letters to
his mother and his betrothed are a repetition of the formula, * every-
thing all right, the grub is fine ”, with a reference to a footbalj match,
and a brief enquiry about his betrothed Ettie and his beloyed dog
Toffee thrown in. Even the news of Ettie’s taking another lover does
not disturb his sangfroid. ~But the great unimpressionabie has his
soft spot. When he hears of Toffee’s death he melts into tears, With
White and Mapleson in The Friends we become very intimate, and we
follow their fortunes with sympathetic solicitude. In Them, Others the
humanity of Mrs. Ward is touching. Her joy over the return of her
sop from the war is moderated by wistful thoughts of them others’,
the two German youths who were her neighbours, Willy Nilly in
The Funny Man’s Day is not only a type but a human being.

Perhaps the finest characters in Aumonier’s stories are Oud
Fags’, ‘ the Happy Man’ (in the stories named after them), and Jim
Canning (Old Iron). OIld Fags who collects cigar and cigarette ends
has a kind word to everyone, and is incapable of giving or taking
offence. Himself in straitened circumstances he goes to the assistance
of his fellow-lodgers, Minnie and her old mother, who had insulted him
earlier, and he shares his occasional meals with them. He ingeniously
punishes the betrayer of Minnie, and dies of pneumonia contracted by
his exertions on her behalf. The character of Payl Journee, the
Happy Man, is depicted with equal sympathy and insight. Tpe shocks
caused by his only son’s delinquencies and death, and the failure to
realize his own ambitions are borne by him with uncomplainiug
fortitude. He believes in things, and he has “ the greatest genius of
all, the genius for happiness.” He always sees what the great poet
spoke of, ““ sermons in stones, books in the running brooks, good in
everything.” He never “loses the child in himself ”, and 8o he never
goes wrong. Jim Canning (Old Iron) is apother admirable anq lovable
character. This honest and conscientious small trader ig betra,yed by
his wife and beaten by her lover. But he bears them ng grudge agq
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at the moment when she is preparing to insult him and run away with
her paramour, he is thinking of sharing his newly acquired wealth
with her. But providence and a friend of his come to his assistance,
and he is rescued from his wife to peace and happiness. It is no
exaggeration to say that the genius which has created a Paul Journee
or a Jim Canning is not remote from that which has given us a
Soames Forsyte or a Clayhanger.

The best stories of Aumonier, like all good stories, combine the
interest of incident and of character. Thus we derive as much
pleasure in following the fortunes of Old Fags, the Happy Man and
Jim Canning as in appreciating their character. This is true again
of the heroine of Miss Bracegirdle does her duty. The forty-two-
year-old prim maiden sister of the dean of a sleepy cathedral town in
England finds herself, one night, in a most compromising situation.
While she returns to her own room in a Bordeaux hotel after her bath,
she enters by mistake the next room, and is locked in as the handle
of the door comes off in her hand. To her horror she sees a man
sleeping on the bed. Unable to open the door, and unwilling to rouse
the man or ring for a maid, she decides to spend the night under the

bed. But the cold makes her sneeze violently, and thinking that the
man has been awakened she switches on the light, with a view to ex-

plaining the mistake to him. To her consternation she finds that the
man on the bed is dead. With frantio energy and inventive skill born
out of her desperation she manages to open the door and escape to her
room where she falls into a profound sleep. Late next morning she
learns that the man in the next room was a criminal who had been
wanted by the police. The virtuous spinster who has so far no
secrets from her dear brother mentions no word about her gruesome
experience in her letter to him.

Juxtapositions is another perfect story where this equipoise
between character and incident is achieved. Chasseloup is a young
aristocrat. His promising career in the navy has been cut short by
an accident that has rendered him lame for life. He develops into a

surly, conceited man reeking of patrician intolerance, and nurturing
7
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an innate sense of superiority to the rest of the world. Late one
" Sunday night when all the drink shops are closed he is determined to
have a double whisky. Unconsciously he walks into a trap set by a
betrayed man for his wife’s paramour. When he is beset by hired
ruffians who mistake him for the culprit, instead of explaining the
situation, Chasseloup fights with them, defeats them, has his double
whisky and walks out without clearing himself. Another side of his
nature is revealed a few minutes later when he is seen sitting beside
his wife in a music hall, oblivious of his surroundings and listening to
Bach like a child listening to a fairy tale. 4
One more instance. Caleb Fryatt, nicknamed ¢ Face ’. because
he is an exceptionally plain boy, unwittingly kills his father who
kicked his mother. After two years at a ‘ Home’ and much knocking
about in many parts of the world, he dintinguishes himgelf in the
Great War. And the end of the war he is employed in a bricks works
marries a good house-wife and is happy. But in his middle age ho
falls to the charms of *a smart piece of goods” from London He
squanders much money on her and plans to run aWay with hor . e
a temporary illness and the absence of his wife who hag becOm(; indis
pensable to his happiness cure him of his vagary, he sends - th-
town beauty and wires to his wife to come back to him, Yy the

We have dwelt so far with stories the interest of which ari
from plot or characterigsation or both. There are 80me storiel:ois
which both these sources of interest are absent, byt which in
illustrate an idea. Thus Where Was Wychstreet? desorib:er:hy
consequences of a dispute regarding the exact location of a0 onti e
London street—squabbles and riots attended with great logs ezfx:;t
and property, the practical ruin of a promising career, and evén ;he
threat of danger to British interests in the east, And Jot all t;he
persons who claim to know where the street was, and "Ooifemus]e
assert that they are right, are wrong. “The basic trouple is thy
people make statements without sufficient data.” . at

The Bent Tfee illustrates the moral, “ If one hag money one
make oneself happy by thinking one hasn’t >, A Wwealthy man choo::n
8
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to reside in a secluded part of the weald of Sussex, and he finds happi-
ness in imposing upon the stray passers-by as a ruined share-broker
and in trying to canvass business from them. In The Octave - of
Jealousy Aumonier shows how the tramp is envious of the workman,
the workman of the gamekeeper, the gamekeeper of the grocer, the
grocer of the wine seller, the wine seller of the small land-owner, the
small land-owner of the country squire, the country squire of the
millionaire political leader, and, to complete the circle, the millionaire
politician of the tramp. In Burney’s Laugh, the hearty laughter of a
young man makes a cabinet minister realize the loss of something
that all his success could not compensate. One Law for the Rich
suggests the moral in its title. Two brothers catch a cold at a funeral,
The wealthy elder brother has to spend over a thousand pounds on
his illness—three specialists, an operation and convalesecnce in a health
resort on the continent. The younger brother who is poor takes
a ocold water compress and a stiff whisky toddy, and is all right the
next morning.

There are, again, stories which are stories only by the most
liberal interpretation of the word. One Sunday Morning, for example,
merely describes how an average man spends a Sunday morning,
Even the name of the man is not given. And yet we have a fine and
life-like picture of the man and his mind given to us in about ten pages
of exquisite prose.  The Maich is another piece of pure description,
It has no plot, no story, no characterisation. It is & man’s reverie, the
recollection of a day some decades ago, on which a cricket match was
played in a friendly informal way. The match itself is of no impor-
tance; in fact, he does not remember the scores, even the result of
the match has gone out of his memory. The journey on the brake to
the place where the game was played, the beautiful field, some high
lights of the matoch, the romance of the jolly red ball ou which the
gtory of the day will turn, some original reflections on the ideal wicket-
keeper, the tragedy of missed catches, and the true spirit in which
the match was played, these make a perfect prose poem,
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This cursory analysis of some of the stories illustrates the great
variety of their interest and subject matter. Equally varied is the
way in which they are told. Many of them are in the ugug] objective
narrative form. Many others are narrated by a person who ig acquain-
ed with the characters, or to whom the story has been told ; but the
narrator himself rarely plays a vital part in the
Windmill is a reminiscence. The Man of Letters is an epist.
Letters are again effectively employed in 77,
to develop character and incident,
sation between two ladies who are s
meet by accident in a foreign hotel.
her missing lover, and the elder abou

olary story.
Great Unimpressionable
Two of These Women ig conver-
trangers to each other, and who

The younger lady 8peaks about
t her ailing son whom

: she is on
her way to meet in Switzerland. As the talk Proceeds the regder dis-
covers that the missing lover and ailing son are ope and the same
person.

Even more original are the methods adopted by Aumonier in
The Song of Praise and Qverheard. In the former he describes the
way in which a small boy spends his day, and in the course of this
desoription which reveals the author’s fine insight into the child mind,
an averted domestic tragedy unravels itgelf. The boy’s mother it
admired by a young man towards whom the child hag gy instinctive
aversion, and his tears prevent the woman from eloping with, her loyer.
Overheard is the story of a waitress in a busy tea-shop. Spe i Sorving
to a crowd of customers, and in the course of her ceaselegs labours,
she snatches occasional moments to exchange a fow hurried wordsg
with a man at one of the tables. These intermitteng attempts a
conversation bring to light the tragedy of her life, She has loved the
man for manpy years, has worked her fingers out for him, ang givon
him all her savings. But he has got mixed up with tacing chaps, ang
another girl has ruined him. Now his uncle hag offered t¢ help him to
go to Canada where he wants to start all over again. The Waitross
pleads with him to take her with him, but he trieg to put her off
with false promises, and he slips out as the Poor gir]

Oﬂtinues the
eternal round of service.

incidentg, The Golden
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A common type of the modern short story is that iE wh(ilchtht
tells a story of absorbing interest, and at .t e (;lnt the
e he readers are dumbfounded by the revelation tha \
Histoner® ?nd tle a dream or a made-up fiction. E. V. Lucas’s
acoount ¥ onyl d Stella Benson’s Open Window are instances (')f
race ofb e 7 aJnnier has two remarkable achievements in this
:;i}.ﬁs tlf:;d' TheA];;:apped ¢ General’ and A Litile White Frock. In the
irection,

; ong walk in the country come
o e b e o
a.crOS? anl ° They meet the man who lives in this strange a?ode.
dwelling pace-t he story of the kidnapped ‘General’. The friends
He tells f'h?ﬂ; ted breath to this thrilling narrative.  But when
listen with o n in the neighbourhood, they learn the truth,
they reach.an 1;: of the ‘General’ is a successful short story-
thz?,t the mm&ake's a new story every day about the battefed
writer WhoLi]tI:le White Frock an old retired actor weaves a moving
bus. In: little white frock found in one of his drawers, represer‘m-
tale‘roun ad relic of the tragedy of his early life. The narrative
ing' it as a sat the eyes of a lady listener. But as the story concludes
brings teal: oer of the actor comes in and asks for the white frock
th};:;lou:;; ;efs, she has made for her niece and kept in his drawer.
W 3 o

These revelations at the end of the stories take us complt?telg by

ise. Other surprises are also provided for us as the stories draw
o Thus in The Great Unimpressionable we are taken aback
o c!ose.the man who could coolly face the inconstancy of his sweet-
b seemgd his own death shedding tears on the loss of his dog. The
he&rtla.nd of ‘ The Love-a-Duck’ concludes with the poser, which was
L: nd‘ great Borodin—the landlord ? or the widow ?’ The words of
P ith which An Adventure sn Bed concludes sweep us off our
GeO!‘geI;V who was the greatest advocate of the theory and the
f:,tc;tice Zf lying in bed all the day, become.s a demon .of work a.:id
b tivi fter his marriage. The neglected wife deserts him, and early
B a' the co-respondent apologetically tells George the story of
(l::: ::fzzzll?tir. After a minute’s solemn thought, instead of abusing or
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agsaulting his betrayer, George deliberately gets back into bed, burrows
himself into some vast and as yet unexplored cave of comfort, and
becomes completely inert ; finally “ across dim centuries of memory
an old, tired, cosy, enormously contented, sleep-encrusted voice ”
gays, *“ Tell Mrs. Chase (the old housekeeper) she need not bring up my
shaving water this morning.” = Equally staggering is the disclosure
that the old lady with the two umbrellas (in the story of that name)
is a lovely actress, infatuation for whom has made the high treasury
officer a thief. In Face we are confounded by the meanness of the
smart London beauty who after having received a gift of a thousand
pounds from her admirer urblushingly asks for eleven pence for
sending a telegram of his, and on getting a shilling walks away
without returning the odd penny.

His short stories will undoubtedly secure for Aumonier the high
eminence which is his due. Every one of them is interesting from the
first line to the last. The reader does mot have to get into them
They are not, like some fruits, all husk and no kernel ; th ey are fuu.
like a fresh egg, of rich matter. Their characterisation is excellent'
He invests his personages with the breath of life; he hits them off witl;
insight and understanding. He feels and touches us with hig fesling.
His ouriosity about life is wide and deep, and his observation keegn
and penetrating. There are also occasional touches of satire and
humour, but in both he is restrained. That he can write welj ever
page amply illustrates. These gifts will surely keep his memory alivz
long after his death.

THE OLDEST CHIDAMBARAM INSCRIPTIONS

BY
S. R. BALASUBRAHMANYAN

CHAPTER 11
The Pallavas of the Simhavisnu line— (600-890 4.D.)

‘;7[{ E age of Appar and Sundarar—From the 7th century onwards we are

on firmer ground. Appar is supposed to be an elder contemporary of
Mahéndravarman Pallava and of Sambandar. The Pallava King is said to
have been converted from Jainism to Hinduism by Appar as attested by
the Trichinopoly rock-cut cave inscription and the Periyapuranam. The exis-
tence of Hinduism as a flourishing religion and of Chidambaram as one of its
important centres are borne out by the hymns of these saints. Their hymns
contain many contemptuous expressions about Buddha and Mahavira and
their creeds. It has to be admitted that the 7th century of the christian
era was an age of Hindu revival to the detriment of Jainism. ’

The temple at Chidambaram is likely to have been conceived as in the
case of such early temples to be one dedicated to the Trinity. Even now
there are shrines for the three Gods in this place. Particular reference is
made to Siva assuming the form of fire in order to discomfit Brahma and
Visnu.

Appar refers to this place as the great city of Tillai—Tillaimanagar—
with mansions and palaces. It was full of Vedic chant and the sacrificial
smoke (Gavst §jans). Ponnambalam and Perumbarrapuliyiir are the other
names of this place given by him. He also adds that it was the Devas who ‘
worshipped, praised and gilded the hall of the Lord of Cirrambalam.

~ Sambandar refers to the storied houses of the wealthy residents of Tillai;

the fire-cult of the temple-priests and to the Papdurafiga dancer.
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Tirumangas and Kulasékara—Nearly a'century late:r, we come to the

iod of the Vaisnavite Alvars—Tirumangai and Kulasgkharar—who w_ere
perte haps contemporaries. Tirumangai should be ascribed to the period
bc‘)th s dpus Pallava ruler Nandivarman Paliavamalla [I (circa. 717-782
o the-fa{r;ounch Vaisnavite and the builder of the Vaikuntaperumal Koyil
A D'Z-?;a He ha.d' a long reign of nearly 65 years. Ksatriya Malla,
T)t Hh ::cM:ua Vidél vidigu, Sri Dhara and Ekhadhira were some of hig
‘inaz;mes T;rum;u'lgai sings of a great Pallava ruler who worshipped the
;tl d of T.iruchitrakﬁtam, i.e., Govindaraja with gifts of fine gold pearls and
p:-)ercious stones.?  The Pallava ruler referred to

is very probably
the great Nandivarman Pallava Malia.

Tirumangai also mentions that
this Lord of Tiruchitrakitam was worshipped by the “Tillai Three Thousand.’

Hence it is clear that the worship of the two Lords of thig
and Gévindaréja, was conducted by the Diksitars,s
also mentions this in his Perumal Tirumoli,?

place, Natarija
Kulasekara Alvar

Thus, it is clear that the conduct of worship of Govindarija was in the
hands of the Diksitars and the sectarian wor.ship was_ later than the 8th
century A.D. Kulasékhara sings of G()vindara]a. as .Rama and the chief
incidents in the story of the Ramayana are described in thfg ﬁrst_ t
of his hymn. This Alvar saw Rama who stayed at Chitrakit
Tiruchitrakiitam of Tillai.
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Sankaracharya——After Sambandar s days and pnor to Sundaramurtl s
should be assigned the age of Sankara (cira. 788 820 A. D) who is sald to
have presented the crystal lings used for daily worship in the Natara]a
temple. Perhaps it was during this period that the Sri Chidambara chakram
a medification of the Sri Chakra yantra—a mystic diagram with the figures
of Nataraja and his consort super-imposed-was installed. About ‘it Havell
says, ‘“in the Sri Chakra, the yanira which is said to have been used by
Sankarichirya the metaphysician develops this primitive mountain worship
mathematically, Mount Kailas becomes the centre of the yanira, the point
(vindu) which represents the first manifestation of creative power when the
one desired to become the many. Then the divine unity expands and
becomes the mystic three, the Trimdrt; or the innermost triangle standing
on its apex which symbolises the three powers (Saktis)—will (Ichcha),
knowledge (J#iana) and action (Kriya), also the three gumas and the three
dévatas, Brahma, Visnu and Siva. Brahma, the creative power proceeds
outwardly from the apex of the triangle, Siva the power of involution moves
inwardly towards the apex and Vispu as the static power represented by
the horizontal side keeps the equalibrium between these two opposites.5

Sundaramiirti—Sankaracharya should have been closely followed by
Sundaramiirti, the last of the Tamil Trio. Sundaramirti refers in his
Chidambaram hymns to a Pallava ruler who was a devotee of Siva with
whose grace he punished the refractory feudatories who refused to pay him
tribute.$

This Pallava ruler should be Dantivarman, the son of the famous Nandi.
varman Pallava Malla, the contemporary of Tirumangai. Sundaramirti is
the author of the Tiruttondattogai which is the first attempt to give a brief
survey of the Sixty-three Tamil Saints. Sundarar begins this song of the
saints with ‘Tillaival-antanar’. He was the contemporary of S&raman

5. Havell. Mathematlcal basis of Indlan Iconogra.phy-—Rupam 1927:
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Perumi} Nayanar, Both these saints after a life of devotion to Siva and
extensive pilgrimage throughout South India, reached, it is said, about
825 A. p. Kailas from their last resting place, Tiru-Anjaikkalam (Kodungdlir
or Musri of Sangam literature.)

This is the limited vista we

get of Chidambaram during the Pallava
age and from now we pass on to the grand epoch of the imperial Colas.

CHAPTER III
THE COLAS (C. 850-1279 A.D.)

Chidambaram had during the Pallava age become a centre of some
importance in the philosophic and religious life of the people of South
India, but its importance grew in the days of the imperial Cplas of the
Vijayilaya House and it became * the temple of temples’ among Saivite
shrines.

Early Colas—Whatever the outer limits of his kingdom, Chidambaram
should have been included in that of Vijayélaya. Aditya, his son, conquered
the Kongu and Kongudésa perhaps even during his father’s life time and
ruled it as its viceroy. By the overthrow of Aparijita, the Pallava ruler,
Aditya in his own good time, brought the Tondaimandalam under his rule,
The Leyden Grant,' the Tiruvalangadu Plates 2 the Vikrama Colan Ula 3

-
I, “Leyden Grant. — 1l. 35-36, verse 17.

ava-jit - évajit-akhil-iéé-mukh-épanit—émala-hitakéna—samivrinén
mandiram-Indumauler-v Vyéghrégrahéré-Ravi-vamaéa—kétuh, "
With the pure gold brought from all the quarters whicl; were
subdued by the prowess of his owp arm,

race (i.e. Parantaka) covered the mansion of Indumauylj (Siva) -at
Vyagragrahara (Chidambaram)

Tiruvalangadu plates, verse 53—« e built {o
was before (this) on the Silver mountain
called Dabira Sabha and (this)
the Lord of Wealth (Kubera)
3 Vikrama Colan Ula—

“Sva-ba thul-vifi] ryy-

r Purdri (Siva) who
(Kailas) a golden house
put to shame hijg (Siva’s) friend
by (his) immense riches,”
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of Ottakkuttan, the KongudéSattu Rajakkal and Gandaraditya’s Tiruisaipa *
credit Aditya’s son, Parantaka with the act of covering with gold, the Siva -
temple of Chidambaram.

But there are other literary allusions ascribing 'this very act of piety
to Aditya,? ' ‘ '

According to Nambxyandar Nambi and Sekkilar, Idangall Nayanar is .
said to have been an ancestor of Adltya who gilded the hall of Chidambaram -
with pure gold (tulai-pon) taken from the Kongu country. It may be
added that Aditya was a follower of Siva, and the Anbil plates say of him -
that he built large stone temples of Swa on both banks of the Kaveri.
There is one way of reconciling these apparent contradictions, -The gold
brought by Aditya from Korigudééa after its conquest was utilised for the -

(,I;ldimbaram Nataraja Temple
e Thousand Pillared [1a]) . cr .
. Tiru-idaippa, verse 8—
(The Iloly Tank, Sivaganga, on i Western side) 4 “«Q é ppd isa Qoaren® o 5 @ o B g
2 aelsre Cassa Qparg® Suapn Gsran  Bpp
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gilding of the Kanakasabhi and the work be
completion by his son Parantaka, who in co
is generally credited with the gilding of the

gun by Aditya was brought to
nsequence, in all later accounts
Kanaka-Sabha,
Parantaka—About Pardntaka (907-957 A, D.), the
inscription says that *he was the abode of tpe G
and that he destroyed the Pandiyan king with 1
wealth and burnt (his capital) Madura ;
the title of Madurantaka. This king who wag as bright ag Arjuna conquered
in battle the hitherto unconquered king Krishnarﬁja and thereby ,augmente a
his own glory. In recognition of thig fact, he was entitled Virg.Cola.
Parantaka who is respected by all kings collected his army to cross the sea
and defeat the king of Simhala who wasg waiting on the shor
battle, and thereby, received the trye Surname of S
stand comparison with this king, the abode of allg
describe the traits of this monar

: Kanyakumari
oddess of Valgyy {Vira-Sri)

is whole army, took all his
for this achievement

€ to give him
imhalantaka. Who could

0od qualities » Who can
. ch, who conquered hig enemies in battle
and who was the only residence of Prowess ? The destroyer of enemies,
Parantaka, brought into existence superior villages of great wealth like
Viranardyanam (of Leyden Grant) just ag Brahma createq Svarga and
caused them to be enjoyed by learned Brahmanas, Such were the prowess
and patronage of the first eminent im

perial Cgla ruler, whe by his act of
devotion made Chidambaram famous »

: : in all after ages.  Rayal patronage
brought with it prestige and even sanct der it became the

ty.  No won
centre of popular attraction in later times,

Gandaraditya was a son of Parintaka, He Was a poet of some merit,
He has sung a hymn on the Lord of the temple of Chidambaram, His
‘pious widow Sembiyan Mahadévi survived him long anq devoted her. time
and wealth to the building of many stone temples in the Cola land. In
this hymn, it is claimed that Parintaka o p )

: Onquered the Pandiya country
and Ceylon and gilded the Nataraja temple,6 alls himself the

The author ¢
king of Koli (Uraiyur) and Tanjore.

The Cola etpire which under Parantaka SPread far and wide from
Nellore “in the North to Comorin and Ceyl

orth to. On in the South, received a
rude set-back Jate in his reign by the invasion

and partia} occupation of

N —
\
6. See note 4.
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i i the Rastrakata King Krispa III. This
the northern pa rtdOf hilsher?lll):epﬁﬁtical intrigue for the succession which
disaster C e :bsence of an outstanding personality on the throne
followed it ¢ lzhess il; the empire which it regained only at the end of the
pro:uceti 2 ;V ia DneWhen Rajardja I ascended the throne (985-1014 A, D.)
10th century A.D,

Rajardja I—Rajaraja I's reign marks an epoch in the history of South
ajaraja ts were wide and they in turn paved the way for the
India. His conqllefs ;'s son, and he initiated the elaborate practice of
greatef conq.uests (:1 i i:I a P’ragasti (meykkirti) and made it an essential
recording his deed to all documents of his reign. Side by side with his
historical introduction ork of consolidation and efficient administration. A
conquest, went the t‘:d and a bureaucracy effective both in peace and war
land SurYey was Stdar‘ ister the extensive empire. Towards the end of his
was trame(.i to 'a lrln mca ital an edifice in stone, the Brihatisvaram temple
reign, he r‘als_e d. o 1 ° ) zrhich serves at once as an emblem of the glory of
(or the Ré]ara]eévardmnt of his deep devotion to God and as the grandest
his empire, 2 monurrilsian art in the sphere of structural temples. Rajaraja
achievement of If)rﬁc‘:wer of the Saivite faith. He belonged toa family
wasan ardent o d of Dance (Adavallan) at Chidambaram. He had the
devoted t(; -t}:ap;((;;éé khara 7 and naturally his interest in saivite canon was
surname oIV

very great.

. ical evidence as to the provision for the singing

leough 1;herr<:slf3 :srlxgle:;:?ihe Pallava age, the king found that in his
of Déviram hym of the three chief Niyanmars were not available, and he
days, 'the hYmII:S assion for them that he strained every nerve to secure
concewe(:J ;lj;)atlll)i $ivicharyar who has recorded in verse this story of
them, apa

We have no evidence that this title was - conferred on the king by
7. uthorities of the Chidambaram temple as Venlfayya held.
lfl{;fisaview is also held by Mr, Somasundaram %n his.book, “ The
Great Temple at Tanjore” p. 50.—The followmg v.xew expressed
in the revised gazetteer of the South Arcot District, also lacks
i :—* The temple at Chidambaram was extended and
:Zi?:l?:s i)y Rajaraja I, who in tonsequence assumed the title
of Sivapadasékhara, ”
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the recovery and redaction of the chief Saivite canons (in his work
Tirumuraikandapurdnam) calls the king ‘Réjarija Abhaya Kula¢ekhara®
a devotee of Thiagééa of Tiruvarir, The king was filled with despair when
his search proved vain, Then he heard of the great miracles wrought by
the saint of Tirunaraiyfir, Nambi Andar Nambi.

NAMBI'S MIRACLE

It is said that Nambi’s father was a priest of Pollappillaiyar of Tiru-
naraiyur in Sonadu (now in South Arcot District). One day, the father
who had to be absent at a neighbouring village commissioned his son to
deputize for him. The boy carried out his father’s instructions, had the
god bathed and placed the rice offerings before Him; and when he found
that the Pillaiyar did not respond, the boy in vexation was about to knock
his head against stone. Suddenly the God stopped him and ate all the
offerings as disired. Then the boy said that as it was late for the School
and as he feared the teacher would scold him for his late—coming,
the Lord should teach him his lessons. The Lord did so. The next
day, the same course was repeated. Lo! the whole world wondered ! The
miracle reached the ears of the Cola king when he was in straits over the
Dévaram hymns. And the king at once resolved to go to Tirunaraiyir,
So he did; and when he came, he brought large quantities of varjed
offerings of fruits and cak(_as. At the request of the king, these huge gifts
were offered to the Pillaiyar; and they were duly accepted. The king
was greatly delighted and thereupon made known to Nambi his quest for
the Dévaram hymns of the trio (three saints-Sambandar, Appar and
Sundarar.) Nambi prayed to his Pillaiyar and He revealed to his disciple
that they would be found deposited in a room at the hack side of the hall
of the Lord of Dance at Chidambaram with the seal of their palms
impressed on the door. Then the king accompanied by Nambi went to
Chidambaram and told the men of the Vedic Lore what had been revealed
to him, The temple authorities then declared that the room would open
only if those who set the seal came back, Upon this, the king conducted
a festival for Nataraja, took the idols of the Tamil-Trio in procession round
the temple and stationed them in front of the room to the west of the hall of
Dance of the Lord. The seals were noticed and the sealed room was opened,
A heap of cadjan leaves swallowed mostly by white.ants was found, They



Anantisvaram Koil, Vimana, now demolished

Nataraja Chit-Sabha

for renovation

(or Dabbra Sabha)
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poured oil and recovered  the surviving leaves. The king’s distress was
beyond words to find such a large scale destruction of the holy texts.
Then a divine voice from on High told him that they were in it whatever.
was needed for his age and this gave, the king some relief. Then Nambi
had them collected and arranged. The hymns of the Trio formed the first
seven out of the twelve books of the canon of the Saivites,

It was a glorious day in the history of Chidambaram—a day only next
in importance to that on which the Nataraja—cult was instituted and the
Lord did bis Dance divine to grant grace to his devotees. At one bound,
the Chidambaram temple became the temple of temples of the Saivites!
(Koyil)—the very hub of their religious life. Nambi's redaction of the
Saivite canons made this place the pivot of the whole religious system.
How proud was Sivapadasekhara. How large this place loomed in the life
of the princes and peoples of the land ! ‘

Rajéndra I—The days of Rajéndra Cola I, son of RajaRaja I, marked.
the hey-day of Cola prosperity. The empire reached its farthest limits to
the reigon of the Ganges in the north, Ceylon in the south, Kadaram in the
east and Mahddai in the west. To perpetuate his digvijaya, he established
a new capital Gangaikonda Cdlapuram or Gangapuri and in it, he raised a
palace—called ¢ Cola-Keérala-maligai ’—and to equal the house of God of
his father at Tanjore, he built a glorious edifice—a real replica of his
father’s—at his new capital —* Ganigaikonda Coli§varam.’ It is a pity we
have no evidence of his association, if any, with Chidambaram.

The structure of the Natardja shrine as it existed in Rajéndra I's days
has disappeared during its renovation in the days of Kulbttunga 1
(acc. 1070 A. D) and his SuCCessors. Hence we have lost the epigraphs of
Raja Raja I and his successors, up to Io70 A.D.  Still we have fragments
of them preserved—one of Rajardja I containing a portion of his historical
introduction (551 of 1918), on the east wall of the 2nd wall of enclosure,
a portion of the prasasti of his son Rajéndra Cola I (A, b, 1012-44) on a
stray stone built at the back of the modern Navalinga shrine to the north
of the Sivaganga tank. Fragment; of the inscriptions. of Parakésari
Rajéndra 11 [ (A. D, 1052-64)—610 of 1929-30] and of Rajamahéndra Deva
[ (A. D. 1060-63)—612 of 1929-30.] were recovered on the platform of the
Govindardja shrine which was demolished during the course of the
reconstruction of the Mandapa in front of the Govindaraja “shrine,
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The Kanyakumari inscription of Vira Rajéndra (circa. A. p. 1063-69)
gives us the vdluable information that he, (also called Viracdla and Karikila)

made a gift of the valuable ruby known by the name of Trailskyasara to
the Lord of Parvati who is dancing in the Dabhra-Sabha t.e. Chidambaram.

Kulsttunga I—The next great epoch in the history of Chidambaram is
that of Kulottunga I (1070-1122 A. D.)—an eastern Calukya prince and the
grandson of Rajéndra Cola I alias Gangaikonda Céla 8—who in 1070 A. D,
inherited both the thrones of the Houses of the Calukya and the Cola—
Ubayakula®  Abhayan, Jayadharan, Jayaturgan, ~ Kalippagaiyan,
Kuldttaman, Rajéndran are his other names. During his time and that of
his successors, the history of Chidambaram is the history of the Colas.

We have a good picture of the state of anarchy that prevailed in the
Cola country prior to his accession in the grand poem eulogizing his conquest
of Kalinga—the Kalingattupparani—sung by his immortal court poet
Jayngondar. Dispelling the darkness of Kalj, it is said, Abhaya came to
the rescue of the world like the sun rising above the roaring sea and
driving away darkness before it.'® And one of his inscriptions describes it

8., “suwews Qarew Corpar Gsel

@ows_a o wslar,,. " (sdﬁ&jgbunmﬂ)
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10. See Kalingattupparani verses 245 to 250; ang K. A, N. Sastri’s
Colas 1I, pp. 7-8.
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almost at a pitch of poetic- fancy "by-'mentioning - that xLakshnn the-wealth
of the Southern country had become common because ‘she was ownerless,
and the land of the Kaveri had become lonely because the Cdla succession
failed, and that Kulottuno'a « put on the pure jewelled crowr - by right so
as to put an end to the commonness of the goddess of the sweet-smelling
lotus flower (Lakshml) and the loneliness of the good earth- maiden ‘who had
the Ponni (Kaveri) for her garment.” - The Kalinga ‘country was conquered. -
The Calukyas were held in check on the barks of the Tungabhadra. Ceylon
was lost after a bitter fight. CGla rule was re-established in the Pandya
and Céra country.''. An attempt was made even to re-establish the former
ascendency of his grand fatherjover the Sailéndra king of Kadaram. Any how
friendly relations were established with the Far-East. A Tamil merchant
, guild established itself there as testified to by the Lobe Toewa Tamil record -
found in Sumatra. At home he abolished tolls and was therefore surnamed
Sungamtavirta Cslan. One of his. Chidambaram inscriptions refers to'a :
gift of a precious stone, a tribute-given him by the king of  Kamboja which -
Kulsttunga set up, on one of the cross-beams of the Edirambalam i.c., the -
modern Millasthana temple. In the 20th year of his reign, an embassy
was received from the Sailéndra king of Kadaram for the issue of a copper
plate charter granting exemption of certain taxes and dues on the lands
made over to the two Jain monastries of the RajéndracSlapperumpalli and
the Rajarajapperumpalli, built by the king of Kadaram in Colakulavalli-
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pattinam i.e., Nagapattinam (the smaller Leyden Grant) and a Cola embassy
was sent even to distant China to establish better trad(; relations
between the two countries. It was in the spacious period of fifty years of
this ruler, the Lord of Ponni.  An-porunai, Kanni and Gangai ' that the
temple of Nataraja received the patronage of the king, his relatives and
chiefs. A local Sanskrit incription found on the East wall of the second
prakara mentions his defeat of the five Pandyas, the burning of the fort

of Kottaru and the planting of a pillar of victory on the Sahyadri
mountains.—*3 z.e., the Western Ghats,

The existence of a Cdla palace at Chidambaram during this reign is
referred to in a Kaficipuram inscription!* which mentions that ¢ the gking
while hie was seated in a hall at Perumbarrappuliyiir” made o grant as a tax:
frec dévadana of the village of Puduppakkam to '1‘irukkéchilai Udayar at
Kancipuram. -

vFrom a It]id.ur .inscription we learn that one, Kandan Madavan styled
the Lord of Karigaikulattar, the v&l of Milalai nidu.zind the prot;ctor of

Tondai Nadu, and the nephew of that chief who caused Amitasagara to
write the Karigar ie., Yapparufigalakkirigai—a work on Tamil e ody —
built of stone, in the thirty-eighth year of Kulotbunga 1 prosody
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Gjva at Nidur, which resembled the white Kailds hills ; and that in the
forty-sixth year of Kuldttufiga, the same Kandan Madavan constructed of
stone in the north-east part of the hall at Tillai a shrine for  Sonnava-
yavivar® i.e. Seramin Peruma] Nayanar and an enclosed pavilion for the
expounding of the Puranam. We are also intformed that a copy of this
inscription—now found at Nidir—was also caused to be engraved on the
north-east side of the Ambalam at Chidambaram. Unfortunately, neither
the building nor the inscription exists at Chidambaram.!s

15. Nidir inscription E. I. XVII 38th and 46th years of Kulgttunga I-
also Perumtogai 1219 and 1218.
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Another valuable record of this ruler is found on the outer north wall

of the second prakara of the Natardja-Govindaraja shrine.’6 [t is a unique
record in many respects.
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Anantiawaram Temple Inscriptions—Newly discovered

Nos I and IV
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It contains in one record all the three important names of  this ruler—
Kulottunga. Jayadhara and Rajéndra Cola—and it is dated in his forty.
fourth year— i.e., 1114 A. D. It registers a number of gifts made by Raja
Rajan Kundavai Alvar (the: Junior Kundavai to distinguish her from the: -
senior who was the sister of Raja Raja I) the younger sister of the Kking.
She gave to the Lord-Aludaiyar—a water vessel made ot gold weighing fifty.
kalafiju by the Madurantakan madai (a standard weight) and also a mirror
and she also gilded the shrine of the Lord of Tillai. The last part of this
inscription mentions the gift of a stone by the Kamboja king to Rijéndra .
(.. Kuldttufiga 1) and his presentation of it to the Lord of the I:dzmmbalam,
as already referred to.

In the forty-sixth year of Kuldttunga (I?), Madurantaki Alvar, the
younger sister of the king made a gift of land for a flower garden and for the
erection of a matha for feeding Maheévaras 1

Sélakulavalli was one of the wives of Kuldttunga I. From a Kianchi-
puram inscription (39 of 1921) we learn that her full name was Adlttan
Anda Kuttiyar alias Solakulavalliyar. Perhaps it was after her that '
Negapatam was called Solakulavallipattinam as mentioned in the Leyden
Grant. There are two verses in the East Gopuram of this place (173 of 18gz.
S. I.I. IV No. 621) which were perhaps later engraved on the G&puram.
They mention that in Saka 1018(%)=1096 4. . a village called Sélakula-
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vallinalldr was established.'™  Another local inscription 320 of 191 3
registers an order of Vira Pandya Vanadhiriyan which mentions a
Tiruvddai (lotus pond) at Solakulavallinallar. The same village is also
referred to in another inscription in this place (341 of 1913).

The most munificient gift during this reign and the early years of his
son and the successor Vikramactla is associated with the name of
Naralokavira'® Naraldkavira had a number of names and titles.! He
figures in inscriptions from about the 28th year of Kulgttunga I to about
the 6th year of Vikrama Cdla scattered over the Tondali, Céla and Pandya
nadus.** He claims to have distinguished himself in the Cdla wars agz'ii'nst
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18. He has been wrongly identified to be a feudatory of Parakrama
Pandya by the Government Epigraphist and this wron
view has been followed in the supplement to the § A gazetteerg
“ The thousand-pillared mantapa to the east of the tank i;
said to have been built by a king named Naralokavira who
is identified as Parakrama Pandya of the thirteenth century,”
Naralgkavira was a Cola feudatory of Kulsttunga 1 ar;d

Vikrama Cola. He built the hundred-piliay
; lared hall—
thousand-pillared hall. all—not the

19. Sabhdnartaka, Kalingarajan, Manavatara,
Arumbakkakilan, Porkéyil Tondaiman
Ponnambalakkittan, Arulikaran.

Manavilvalkiittan,
Madhurantakan,

19.-a  Tiruppulivanam (Ch.), Siddhalingamadam (S.A.), Tiruvadi (S.A)
Chidambaram (S.A.), Tiruppattiir (Ram.), Attq adi (S.A.),

’ ., tar
Nangunéri (Tin.) '7 (Tin.) and

&
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Veiigi and Orissa but chiefly against the Pandyas and the Céras, Late in

life, this soldier-statesman sheathed his sword and devoted himself to works

of religious merit. Though his acts of piety were distributed all over the
land, they were concentrated at two great centres, Tiruvadigai and
Chidambaram. = His Chidambaram inscription consists of thirty-one sanskrit
verses and thirty-six venbas in Tamil.*0

Tn the Sanskrit portion of the inscription the following works of merit
are mentioned—the setting of innumerable street lights (vithi-dipa) the
watering of streets on festive occasions, a garden of areca palms, the
erection of a mandapa near the sea together with a fresh water tank with
a banyan tree on its bank for the use of the Lord during the festival of

- Magi-makham and the opening of a road to it, the construction of a great

hall called after him Naralokaviran-mandapa, provided with two tall towers
reaching out to the sky and the hundred pillared hall, where Pasupati seeing
that it was a place meet for his dance, disported himself with his beloved-

the building of a flight of stone steps to the sacred tank—The Sivaganga-—

the creation of a hall for the recitation of "the Dévdram of Sambandar,
the covering of the Pérambalam with copper-plates ; and among other gifts
a bugle, a golden water-pot, an image of Sambanda and a permanent
endowment for the daily supply of oil and milk for childrén; and the
crection of a Prakara and a Mandapa and a high outer wall of stone for the
shrine of Parvati.

All these are repeated in the Tamil venbds and they further mention
that the hymus of the Dévaram-1rio were engraved on copper-plates and a
sluice of stone was constructed to a large irrigation tank on the borders of
Chidambaram.

Itis likely that the erection of the shrine of Parvati refers to the
separatc Amman Shrine to the west of the holy tank. It has since been
renovated. We are not in a position to identify either the Naralokaviran
Mandapam with two tall towers reaching out to the sky, or the hall for the
recitation of the Dévdram hymns of Sambandar. How lucky we will consider
ourselves if we are able to discover, if ever they were deposited here, the

20. .120.0f 1888 SII IV No, 225 and Perunthogai. "Nos. 1059 to 1004
tor the Tamil verses,
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hymns of the Dévaram-trio engraved on copper plates! The hundred pillared
hall still stands but threatens to collapse at any time in the' near future,
On some of the pillars of the hundred-pillared hall, there are inscriptions
with the lables ¢ Svasti éri Vikrama Solan Tirumandapam” and the archi-
tectural features of some of the pillars confirm their age. There is also a
loose pillar containing the name Akalangan. Hence this hundred-pillared
~ hall built by Naralokavira and named after his overlord Vikrama is still in
existence with slight modifications. A similar hundred pillared hall built
by him at Tiruvadigai has been destroyed.

It is not possible to say whether Naralokavira did all these out of his
funds, for his own merit, or for his master out of public funds, I am
inclined to the former view. Anyhow; the present structure ¢ Nataraja-
Govindaraja shrine’ belongs to the age of Kuldttunga I and his son, The
first two walls of enclosure—:. e. the second and third prakara walls en
the sanctum of the two deities Nataraja and Govindara
the name, of Kulittuiga Solan Tirumdligai
In some incriptions the first enclosur
by both these names.?!

closing
ja—are known by
and Vikrama Solan Tirumaligas.
e—the second prakara wall—is called

The western gateway leading to the third prakara at the back of the
Nataraja-Govindaraja shrines is called Akalangan Tiruwasal — named
after one of the surnames of Vikrama C8li. These parts are now the oldest
ones of the present Chidambaram temple. The main gateway of the western
Gopuram—the oldest Gopuram among the four—should hava
during his time and anyhow completed before the days Kulstt
may also be added that this (western) Gopuram ig unique in $
it is the only Gopuram so far as we know, which hgg labels descriptive of
each of the sculptures installed in the various niches of the outer faces of the
lower portion of it and also a complete set of Bharaty Natya poses with
their respective labels of texts of verses from the Bharata N.dtya Sasira the
great work on music and dancing on the inner sides of the tO.Wer-gate-way

Some of these building activities claimed by Kundavaj the Junior and
Naralokavira form also part of the claim of the achievements mad:gy

been begun
unga 11, It
outh India as

—_—
21, 207 of 13 and 279 ol 13—Kuldttunga Sélan, Tirumal

- igai; 282
13, 264 of 15, 287 of 135 etc.--Vi § of

krama Slan T irumiligai,
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Vikrama Cola in his *prasasti’. One way of reconciling these conflicting
statements is that Naralokavira did them for his master. But it seems to
me more likely that Vikrama’s claim is based on his completing what had
already been begun by Naraldkavira.

Vikrama Céla — It has been mentioned that Vikrama (called also
Akalangan and Tyagasamudram) gave away all the sums which were paid to
him by the fendatories in his tenth year as tribute towards the
building of the shrine of his tutelary deity—kula nayakam—Nataraja at
Chidambaram. Among the structures he built (lit: pon-véynda =gilded) out
of this fund, he mentions the wall of enclosure (Tirumiligai) round
Ponnambalam, the tower gateway (G&pura visal), pavilion and halls
(Ktdasalai), the altar (Balipitam). These may be the completion of the
second wall of enclosure, the gateway of the Western Tower, the hundred
pillared hall most of which should have been begun by Naraldkavira, his
fendatory. Among his other gifts should be mentioned, the car—temple to
draw the miraculous dancer in procession at the great festival called after
him, the forming of a street also named after him, dishes of gold and a
kalpaka tree of pure gold. The astronomical details found in the inscription
of the day when this great gift was made equals to the fifteenth of April
1128 A.D. The king prides himself by calling the Lord of Dance his
kulandyakam . '
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His Chidambaram inscription of his third year (95th day) registers a
gift of land by anative of Tiraimir fora flower garden at Manarkudi-
Kattalai a hamlet of Jayafigonda Cgla Catur"édimaﬁgalam. It also mentions
another gift of land in Pannangudichéri gligs Parakésarinallar which was a
hamlet of Perumbartappuliyir with four tenants for maintaini
and for providing the mantrapushpa in the temple of Tiruchirrambala-
mudaiyar (268 of ‘13). An inscription of his fourth year (508 of 1918)
from Tiruvengadu mentions a gift of lands by the assembly Irukkaiyiir in
Nangur (now in Tanjore District) for a flower garden to Tiruchirgimbala-
mudaiyar at Perumparrappuliyir, An Alangudi (Tanjore District—165 of
1894) insoription of the king’s eleventh year (15th day) states that the king
while seated on the throne in the Hall of Akalaﬁgan .a,nd having resolved
after his two visits on the 115th and 313th day of the tenth year of his
reign to Peruparrappuliyfir was pleased to issue an order that in liey of the
land assessment due to the king (kadamai) from the village of Jananatha-
chaturvédimarigalam i.e. modern Alangudi, the said village should pay
1,181 and odd kalams of old paddy fit for consumption (Poﬁgappalanel) to
the temple of Nataraja at Chidambaram. It was further stipul;ated that

ng the garden
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Chidambaram Inscription, Akalankan=—mandapa (Vikrama chola’s mandapa.)
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the paddy should be carted in .safe custody and handed over to the temple
guthoﬁties at. the temple-treasury (Udaiyar koil Ponvéyinda Perumal
bhandiram) according to the standard. measure of the temple known as the
Seppukkal-Tiruchirrambalam Udaiyan (see Q. J. M. S. XXI No. 3),

An inscription of his twelfth year from Tirumanikkuli (163 of 1902)
mentions that the king’s order was issued while he was staying at Célakon at
Perumbagrappuliyir. At the request of the king’s daughter through
Tennavan Brahmamairiyan and the.temple authorities of Perumbarrap-
puliydr, the assembly of Talachaiigidu in the sixteenth year of .the king
made a grant of land tax-free for growing betal leaves for the wse of the
Goddess at Puiijai kidaram kondan (181 of 1925).

In spite of the foundation of the Gangaikondacoli§varam at the new
Cola capital by Rajéndra Cola I, son of Rajardja I the temple of Nataraja
which had won the homage and partronage of Pardntaka and other early
Céla kings and the new halo of glory which became "attached to it by the .
recovery of the Dévaram hymns of the Trio during the days of Rajardja I,
began to exercise a strange fascination over princes and people alike, and
this special devotion to Natarija of this royal house - culminated in the
reigns of Vikrama Cola (1118—I1135 A, D ) and his son Kulottunga II

(1133—1150 A.D.).

Kulottunga 11— Kulottunga II had the surnames, Abhaya, Anapiya,
Kulottunga who gilded Perambalam, Periyaperuma} or Sri Pitaikanda-
periyaperuma} and Tirunizru Colan. By the conquests of his forefathers,
he had inherited a great and glorious empire, and for a time no fresh
conquests were undertaken. The land enjoyed peace and prosperity of an
unprecedented character. The King devoted himself to works of piety
and most of these activities were his gifts to Natara]a and structural
additions, to the temple at Chidambaram.

The Kulotiuniga Colan Uld on the king and the Rajardaja Colan Ulz -on
his son - both sung by their great -court-poet Ottakkittar give particulars
of the structural additions to the temple of Natarija. The Pérambalam,
seven storied towers, walls of enclosure' provided with inner covered
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pavilions (wro LriGs &i@ wisfea), the shrine of the Goddess (P@s arwcs

Cerc o), a car and the four main streets——these achievements are claimed
for him in the Kuldttunga Colan Ula.?3

‘The other Ula claims the following:  Cirrambalam, Pérambalam
many mandapas (halls), wall of enclosure (sbBuorefiama), altar (Spms ~
welSeib ? ), cloistered hall (wrew), tower (Gsrysi), upper stories (@efms),

streets (0s@), gateways (Gsriewss), the shrine of the Goddess (srwsGer i)
and its front enclosure.34
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Apart from the slight differences in the two recitals, we can assume
that he carried out the gilding of Pérambalam,? the construction of a portion
of the third wall of enclosure the eastern tower?¢ probably also the
gateway portion of the northern tower (which is claimed to have been later
bpilt by Krisnadéva Raya and Achyutadéva Raya), the shrine of the

.Goddess and its first enclosure wall, the laying-out of the four main streets.

His gilding of the Pérambalam is referred to in a Tiruppalaturai inscription
of his Izth year (268 of 1903) and also in a Pudukotah inscription
(No. 120 Pudukotah List). Takkayagapparani credits him with the
installing of a Sri-pitam resembling the Soutern Meru (Tekkina Méru). By
this perhaps is meant the erection of a Bali-pitam like Méru or a Sri-chakram
resembling Meru?’” and as a consequence the king got the title of
« §ri-Pitam-kanda-Periya-Peruma}.’ '
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Another achievement which he boasts of is the removal of the Vignu
deity, Govindarija in front of the Hall of Nataraja and the dropping of this
icon into the sea, the home of Hari, and he claims to have put an end to
the mischief of the small God (Vispu). The two Ulas and the Thakka.
yagapparani mention this fact.?® Next to the persecution and the consequent
flight of Ramanuja from the Cola country, this bigotry and persecution on
the part of Anapaya stand as a contrast to the general spirit of religious
toleration in most (-)f the centuries of history we have passed through.
An inscription from Aduturai (363 of 1907—14th year) seems to begin with
the mention of his destruction of the Visnu shrine in Chidambaram and
this part of the inscription seems to have been later wantonly erased.

The Periyapuranam — The greatest achievement of this king is his
part in inducing the great poet Sekkilar to write for him the Tiruttondar
puranam or the Periyapuranam as it is popularly known. This rom.a;ltic-
story is narrated in I04 stanzas by Umapati, (early 14th century A. b
one of his works was written in Saka 1235—I313 A. D.)—the last of .the.
four Gurus or teachers of Tamil Saivism—(Santdna-kuravars of Saiva-
siddhanta creed) and it is known as Sékkilar Nayanar-Puranam.

Arunmolidévar Sekkilar was a native ot Kungattir in Kunrai-Valanadu
a part of Puliyirkkottam situated in Tondainadu. He belonged -to ihé
Sekkilar family and to the Vellila caste. He served as an official under the
Cola ruler and rose to a high rank. He got the title of Uttamacéla-Pallavan.
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He found that the king had taken to the false and heretical work Jivaka-
Chintamand, the adoption of which he thought was like choosing the husk
instead of the grain, the dry-cow instead of the milch~cow, the desert
instead of a cool garden, a piece of iron instead of the sugar-cane and the
glow-worm instead of the lamp and so Sekkilar told the royal prince that
the philosophy of Chintamani— Jainism —was useful neither in this world
nor in the next and strongly pleaded for the Saivite religion and recom-
mended the works of Sundarar’s Tiruttondattogai and Nambi’s Andhadi
to the king who asked for information on Saivism and its expounders,
There-upon the Cola king requested Sekkilar to compose an elaborate work
on the lives of the Saivite saints. The king gave Sekkilir large sums of
money and sent him to Tillai. Seékkilar came to Tillai and prayed to the
Lord to give him the divine grace to start his work. The Lord asked him
to begin with the words “ Ulakelam ” (e-ew@seri).  Thus blessed, he took
up the composition of his work in the thousand-pillared hall*¢ of
Chidambaram.

29. In the Arch=zological Survey of India for 1908—09, it is held that
“the high towers of most of the famous temples of the south
must have been built in the time of Krisna Raja as also the
picturesque aud extensive additions known -generally as the
hundred pillared and thousand-pillared mandapas, We frequently
hear of Rayar Gopuram which means the tower of Rayar (¢.e.
perhaps Krispa Raya). It is not possible at this stage of
epigraphical research to say how many temples were benefited
thus by Krigna Raya’s charities. It may be presumed that his
liberal hand was practically extended to the whole of the empire.”’

The revised Gazeteer of Mysore (Vol. II pt 3, page 1879) follows
this wrong lead. It says, “ Mr. Krigna Sastri has suggested that
most of the big gopurams of the more famous temples in Southern .
India must have been built in the time of Krisnadéva Riya,
as also additions generally known as hundred or thousand pillared
mandapas. The Riya gdpurams (or the tower of Raya, Krisna-
d&va Raya being pre-eminently the greatest of the kings entitled
Riya) at the different shrines of the South may thus be set down
to his munificence. ” See also the remarks in the Revised South
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All told, he composed 4253 stanzas.  This work he called the Tirut
tondar-puranam. The king had been cllosely following the progress of the
w;);"k and when he heard of its completion. he ca'me to Chidambaram where
he was warmly welcomed by the_ people. The king saw Sekkilar and looked
at his work and when he worshipped the Lord of Tillai, there was heard
along with the sound of the anklets of the Lord a divine voice that the
king should hear the Purinam expounded by the author himself,
Accordingly Sekkilar did it ff)r a year to large audiences high and low
beginning from the day of Adirai of the month of Chigygs and great
festivities were conducted for the Lord of Dance and Pery
Jooked like the world of Siva (Sivaloka) on earth,
covered with silk and placed in a gold box. The Three
offered worship to it and styled it the fifth veda,

mbagrrapuliyir
The Purinam was
-Thousand of Tillai
Then it was mounted on

yagdpurams and

pillared mandapas of the famous
South Indian temples must have been built in his (Krisnadeva

Riya's) time.”

Towers—GOpurams are found at least as ear}
But they are shorter than the Vimang,
have been begun in the days of Vikramg, Cola, if not earlier, The
Kulsttunga Colan Ula in honour of Kulc‘»ttuﬁga I1 clearly mentions
the construction of the Gdpuram with seven tiers (El-nila;.
gopuram) and we know that he constructed at least the -eastern
tower of Chidambaram if not also the gate-way portion of the
northern tower. :

¥ as Rajaraja I's days,
Tall Godpurams should

Hundred-pillared hall — We bave undisputeq evidence that Nara-
16kavira, the feudatory of Kuldttunga I anq Vikrama Cgla built
two hundred-pillared halls, one at Tiruvadigai apg the (;th‘er at
Chidambaram.

“ wee p Gvaieorur g b dsrds webr_ugamsg
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Alakesvaran (Kuberan)—a label over a figure in the West Tower
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‘an elephant and taken in procession round the main holy streets. On the

procession re-entering the temple, the purapam was placed before Nataraja.
The titles of Tondar $ir paravuvar—one who praises the Lord’s devotees—
and Tondaiman were bestowed on Sekkilar. He was also crowned with the
crown of divine knowledge (Gfianamudi). The king offerred his homage to
the poet and the Purdnam took its rank as the twelfth canon of the Saivites.
This was an epoch-making event in the history of the Tamil Land in general

and of Chidambaram in particular.

This great event along with his coronation at Chidambaram added lustre
to this place in the eyes of the pious. An inscription of his in his eighth

Thousand-pillared Hall—SEkkilar is said to have composed and
expounded his Periyapuranam in the thousand-pillared hall at
Chidambaram.
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There is nothing improbable in this even though the evidence is
not conclusive. Any how this hall at Chidambaram should
have been constructed between the reigns of Kulsttunga II and
Kulottunga III. The lower friezes of dancing poses on the
basement of this hall resemble those of the enclosure walls of the
Amman shrine. Moreover there is a clear case of a thousand-
pillared hall having been constructed in the second year of
Kulsttunga III at Tiruvakkari in the South Arcot district (190 of
1904). :

For an untrustworthy account assigning the age of the thousand-
pillared hall sometime between 1595 and 1685, see Madras
Journal Vol. III, p. 15—1838.

The tall gate-towers of temples the hundred and thousand-pillared
halls had come into existence during the heyday of Cala rule in
South India nearly four centuries before the time of Krisnadéva
Raya of Vijayanagar.

11
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Rajaraja Abhaya Kulasekhara i. e. Rajaraja I
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Cbla power to the utmost and Kuldtturiga IIT (1178—1216 AD.) was the
last great member of this house, He waged three wars against the Pandyas
and also conquered Ceylon and the Land of the Kongus. - He takes the'
title of one who took Madura, Ilam (Ceylon), Karuvir, and the crowned
head of the Pandya king, and after his third Madura campaign, late in his
 reign, he assumes the title of Tribhuvanaviradéva. Towards the evening

of his life and reign, he had to bow, after a bitter and desperate struggle,
to the inevitable storm that enveloped the empire. During his reign of
nearly forty years, Chidambaram received his benefactions and in an
inscription found in the temple of Tribhuvana I§varam at Tribhuvanam—
named after his title of Tribhuvana Viradéva (1go of 1907)—he enumerates
his victories and his temple building activities. Among others he claims
that he built at Chidambaram the Mukhamandapa of Sabhapati and the
@opura and the golden Harmiya (enclosing verandahs) of the Goddess
Girindraja. It also asserts that his fame spread over heaven and earth
in imitation as it were of the form of Visnu who bestrode the world in his
incarnation as Trivikrama. The space of the three worlds, it is suggested,
was not enough for his fame, The Mukhamandapa of Sabhipati is no
longer in existence. The tower. and the second wall of enclosure round the
Amman shrine, should have been added in his time,

Kulottunga 111 had also the title of Rajakkal Tambirdn and the third
wall of enclosure of the Natarija temple in’ line with the four main towers
is known as the Rajakkal Tambiran Tirumaligas and so this enclosure should
have been at least begun, if not completed, in his reign. _

Two related documents of this king (263 and 262 of 1913) are found .
on the north wall of the temple of Tirukkalafijéri (Jedi) Udaiyar at
Panangudicéri alias Parakesarinallir, a hamlet of Chidambaram and the
home of Maraigfidina Sambanda Sivachariyar the third Santhina Kuravar
of the Saiva Siddhanta and the Guru of Umipati Sivichariyir.— the
modern Bhimésvara temple at Singdrattoppu. The first was issued in the
second year and I121st day of one Tribhuvana Cakravarti Rajadhirdjadéva
alias Karikalacola Déva—perhaps another name of Kuldttuniga ITI and at
the request of one Vaidumbardyan an order of the king was issued by
Villavarayan ; and the second states that from the second year and 125th
day of Kuldttunga III as per order of the king, the assessed lands (Tagam-
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perra nilam) standing in. the name of the Subrahmanya-Pillaiyar shrine
in the Arumoli-I§varam temple of this village be included with those of the
latter, the lands declared to be superior to the eighth class be assessed as
per those of the eighth class and those below the eighth class be allowed
to continue as before, and that the site of the temple of Tiruttondattogai
I¢varam Udaiyar, its enclosures, premises, and the sacred tank till now
included in the account of assessed land be removed from
The order was executed by the land survey committee (Nilgm Alavupada-
perumakkal) of the village assembly of Perumbanapuliyﬁr. The powers

enjoyed by local bodies and their committees in the matter of land survey
- and assessment are well brought out in these two records,

that register.

A daughter of Kulottunga I who abolished tolls, ¢
Alvar alias Periya Nichiyar makes a gift for a flower-garden in the fifth
year and 350th day of this king (Virarajéndra déva). In the twelfth.year
and 125th day of this king, a certain Sendamangalam Udiyan Araiyan
Edirili Colan alias Irungdlan bought the necessary land for the temple of
Vikramacolisvaram Udaiyar at Parakésarinallir (a hamlet of Perumbagrap-
puliyiir) which had been founded by him. The king, it is said, ordered the
assessment of this temple land to be deducted from the temple accounts
of the village and the deed was ordered to be engraved on the Vikrama-
Colan Tirumaligai of the Aludaiyir temple e, the temple of Nataraja
(309 of 1913).  An inscription from Singaratt 5ppu a suburb of Chidam-
baram dated in his seventeenth year records a gift 1190 Kasu to cover the
expenses of oil, wick and lighting charges of a lamp in the temple of Tiruk-
kalafijedi Udaiyar at Perumbanapuliyﬁr. It is stipulated that the persons

alled Ammangai

capital every fifth year before the Mulapa
managers of the temple. Perhaps it w
confidence in the people due to the unsettied state of the country (264 of 1913),
An inscription of his thirty.ninth year, 224th day —Tribhuvanayira Dévar
registers an endowment for the supply of 200 red lotuses—Seﬁga_;umy_per

day and incidentally records that an earlier document embodying another
gift by the same individual had become worn out and therefore it was also

caused to be inscribed on (@ Gsfi'w.i!'m‘ﬁfﬁ'mﬁluﬂce\)

rusavyar, the Stanikas and the
as due to the genera] want of

the same wall,
Qg o m@a‘“—'mw@-—%%t of 13.)
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Most of the other inscriptions relate to endowments for flower gardens
to Nataraja.®?

From a Jambuk&varam inscription (112 of 1910) we learn of the
existence of a hall of noblesin front of the entrance called Kulttunga
Colan Tiruvasal of the Palace at Perumbagrapuliyir,

‘The old incriptions on the walls of the Edirambalam shrine were,
under the orders of a certain Tondaiman, caused to'be engraved on the
Kulsttunga Colan Tirumaligai. It is likely that this person' was an
important royal official of Kulottunga .III. Elaborate precautions were
taken in the past for recopying old inscriptions on old structures that were
in need of renovation, Accurate copies of them were to be taken under
the orders of the local bodies and in the presence of royal oﬂi.(‘.(.irs, and then
they were to be re-engraved on the new walls true to the original after the

repair.

Dispute as to title of land between the 'trustees of .a ten:xple and an
individual who purchased it in public auction was decxded. In a case at
- v al erhaps in this reign—17th year of a certain Konérinmaikondan.
Tlmma.amslzated that he purchased the lands in public auction as Raja-
T-h'e D Jai (in the days of Rajaraja I ?) in the presence of Vanadhirija
m]appef_ﬂ(;f;iré_a Kachchiya Riya and Palandiva Raya when these had
Nolambad in t]he, Kulottuiga Colan Tiruvasal in his palace at Perumbarpa-
asse.m-b e d he also produced the documents to prove his title, The
P 'ar'ls said, also produced evidences to show that the temple had
truSteef’;tt;wse lailds in the fourth year of Rajaraja (II?) and was in
PU:SC:;:SH of them till the 13th year of the king. Finally the case was
1d):cided in favour of the trustees.

260 of 1913—6th year (Vira Réajéndra Déva)

Uncopied 7th and 11th year 125th day.

311 of 1913-16th year 224th day : 265 of 1913-20th year 1218t day
310 of 1913~21st yaer 6th day; 273 of 1913-32nd year 160th day -
208 of 1913-34th year 45th day; 313 of 1913-34th year 52nd day
314 of 1913-39th year ; 284 of 1913-39th year 224th day

32'
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Rajardja 11T — Kuldttuiiga ITT's successor was Rajaraja II1 (1216—
1246 A.D.) who had the misfortune to be defeated, taken prisoner and kept
in custody at Seéndamangalam (S.A. Dist.) by the Pallava Képperuiijinga-
déva , and, thanks to the intervention of the Hoysalas of Dérasamudhra he
was released ; but the empire never recovered from this rude shock on one
side and from the Pandyan aggression under the iltustrious Jatavarman
Sundara Pandya I (acc. 1251 A.D.) on the other.

An inscription of his third year 224th day (317 of 1913) refers to the
land survey of the I6th year of Sungantavirtta Kulttuniga Cslan (I) and
the z5th year of Periyadévar Thirubhuvana Vira dévar. Lang survey was
a regular feature of Cola administration.

The earliest reference to the term Tiruppavidai amuty being appled to
the food oblatjons to Nataraja is recorded in an incsription of the 4th year
250th day of this king (about 1220-21 A, D.—more than 700 years old) and
provision was made for this service on the occasion of Tg; Piasam, a day
famous in Chidambaram as the day when Nataraja is said to have exhibitted
Himself in answer to the prayers of his devotees Viyagrapada and Pataiijali.

There is a case of healthy co-operation among temples and it is recorded
how the more fortunate ones came to the help of the less fortunate,
16th year of Raja Raja III, the Mah&varas and Sthanathar of the te
Tirukkannapuram (537 of 1922) approached the temple aunthor
Chidambaram in their assembly hall and represented to them that
of fifty vélis of land granted as dévadana to the temple had becom,
in extent and that there was no other source of income for the
meet the customary expenses of festivals and worship, T hereup
assembled in the hall resolved that in the districts, withip the i
the temple and in all the surrounding and far-off lands—ip C5la
Raja Raja Pandimandalam, Vira Célamandalam, Naduvi]nidu-
gonda Colamandalam—certain specified amounts of money or pa
be raised and after paying a small fee to those who collected
a capital endowment was to be created for the temple in dist
example in the sphere of collective enterprise for social we]}-

In the
mple of
ities of
the grant
€ reduced
temple to

nfluence of
mandalam,
and Jayan-
ddy were to
the amount,
ress—a good
being,

An inscription of the 17th year 272nd day (266 of 19y

3) registers a gift
of land belonging to the village of Pér,lglﬁr alias Klﬂ()_ttufxga 8t

on, those.

Colan vallam in,
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Rajadhirajavalanadu for maintaining a feeding house named Arapperuiijelvi-
$alas in the west street called Mudittalaikondaperumal Tiruvidi at Perum.
bagrappuliyiir. The west street was so called probably because of the claim
of Kuldttunga III that he took Madura and the crowned head of the Papdya
king. This title does not mean the cutting off of the head of the Pindya
king but only that he was defeated and had therefore to humiliate himself
by placing his crowned head at the feet of the conqueror by way of
submission at the latter’s Durbar,

Other grants in his reign refer to the provision for the supply of fruits
and flowers to Nataraja.™

Rajéndra 111 — The last ruler of the once illustrious house of the Colas
who maintained a semblance of independence was Rajéndra IIT (1246-79
A. 0,) and he claims in one of his prasastis to be a worshipper at the divine
lotus feet of Kanakasabhapati at Vyagrapura (515 of 1922-Tirukannapuram)
and in another inscription (93 of 1897) of his, he calls God Nataraja of
Chidambaram his I'stadévatd, his personal tutelary deity..

Such is the long and intimate association of the Céla kings with
Chidambaram,

e

33. 299 of 1913~2nd year 14th day; 315 of 1913-2nd year 69th day.
303 of 1913-3rd year 52nd day; 283 of 1913-3rd year 115th day.
267 of 1913-4th year 250th day; 306 of 1913-gth year 85th day.
281 of 1913-10th year 235th day; 316 of 1913-10th year 360th day.
280 of 1913-14th year 107th day; 285 of 1913-17th year 1g7th day.
Uncopied zoth year 35th day ; 24th year 250th day.
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CHAPTER [V

THE OLDEST INSCRIPTIONS

It is in the light ot this historical back-ground that the new incsri tions
discovered by me in 1940 (see the Hindy 28-8-40 and 8-2-40) i?l the
Anantisvaram temple should be studied, It was remarked in the
Report for 1914 that “itis a curious fact that though ¢t
Chidambaram goes back to the Pallava times, no records of e
Colas are forthcoming from that place.”

Epigraphical
he history of
ven the
(Para 88 part II 1914 report).early
From the foregoing discussion it will be clegr that
the Nataraja temple is of the 44th vyear of Kulott
inscription copied from the Edirambalam (or the Milasthana shrine) when i
was renovated and which was re-engraved on the Kuléttm,ga Colan ;ﬂ it
maligai. 1t is a confused account of the 24th year of 4 certain -R' o i(:u’_
but the prasasti is a combination of Rajendras f’s and IT’s (118 ?]e; ra
Fragments of a tew records of early Colas have been diSCOVeve; ITSS).
are those of Raja Raja I, Rajéndra I, Rajéndra I} and Rijama;h" (}11 ey
There are no records so far about the Colas who ryleq Prior to the dzf;srsg

long to the days of
188 A. D, Let ug take

the earliest record in
unga 1. There is an

Raja Raja I. The Ananthi$varam inscriptions be
Vijayalaya and Parintaka—qgth and early 1oth centyr
the contents of the new inscriptions in order,

1. Third year Képparakésari Parmar

--------

ift of s .
of gold for feeding (?) gitt of sixty kalanjy
2. (date lost)—Kdpparakésari pa .. .. gift of thirty Kalanju,

3. (a) (date lost) Koppa........ gift for feeding two brahm
ans.

(b) (date lost) Sri Koppa...... gift for (teeding) o brahman

4. Thirteenth year of . ...Para Kéasari Varmar gift of o
lamp (nonda vilakku) to the Lord of Tiru Ananthigyarg Perum_ne Per'petual
a private individual, a native of Tiruvariirkizyam. an Adigal by

5. fSixth year of Rajéndra Cola (?) a gitt of lang

6. A fragment of Kdpperunjinga
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All these are fragmentary and we have in every case almost to guess
the object of the endowment recorded in them. They are endowments either
for alamp to the temple or for feeding certain individuals. Of the four records
the first three can be paleographically assigned to more or less the same age
and are certainly earlier than the fourth. The script of the fourth is later
than that of the first, as will be evident from the shape of the letters,
the vowel « and the conjunct consonants ya and du. In number I the pulli
is well prono{mced in the case of consonants (see s, &) but it is altogether
absent in number IV. It has been noticed that the pulls* corresponding to
the Virama of sanskrit is found only in the inscriptions before the reign of
Rajéndra Cola (11th century A. p.)

Discussing the Tirukkalukkunram inscription, Venkayya remarks,
‘“ the archaic characters in which the subjoined inscription (of Rajakésari
varman) is engraved show that if the king was a Cdla, he was probably not a
successor but an ancestor of Parantaka I. This conclusion is supported by
the comparatively frequent occurrence of the Virama or as itis called in
Tamil, the pulli which is marked in no less than 20 casesin this short
inscription. While in a pretty long inscription of Maduraikonda Parakésari
varman i, ¢.,, Pardntaka I the pu]l; occurs only five times** (E. I. Vol, III
p, 278). Again K. V. Subrahmanya Aiyar who has edited the Takkdlam
inscription of Rajakesari varman 4.e , Adiya I says, “a careful comparison
of the characters employed in this record with those of Parintaka I found in
the same place shows that this inscription must belong to a slightly earlier
period. Itis worthy of note that while the Parantaka inscriptions in this
place do not use pulli or virima, it is invariably marked by a small vertical
line over the letters throughout this inscription whenever necessary,”

1. According to the Tolkappiyam the pulliis said to be an aid to
shorten the sound of vowels by half a matra and therefore it was
applied to short vowels and consonants.

See the following rules :

(@) yeel Cuignh Guodaetr, “ Quiiaflu pa s yoreflQ@Quir® &d%vussv,*
(b) yera® Gumb euftseh. “ersr gsrs Bupessy wpQp ™
(¢) “®odw dsrgem oA 1570 '
wppova 51Cw yarel QupGuw
12
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(E. I, Vol. XIX), Thus it will be evident that the use of the pulli n

inscriptions is gradually disappearing during the transition from the Pallava
to the Cola age and finally disappears in the rrth century A.D. Al

inscription with marks of pulli is earlier than one without them, Therefore
Parakésari of No. I is anterior to Parakésari of No. IV.

After Vijayalaya and before Rajarija I, there are four Parakéesaris,
Parantaka I (50 years), Parakesari Arinjaya (2 years), Parak@sari Aditya IT
(5 years) and Parakesari Uttama Cola (16 years). The regnal year 13 of No. IV
should make us ascribe this record either tg Uttama Csla who reigned before
Rajaraja I or to Parantaka I. In my opinion, the SCri[;t of No. IV is nearer
to Parantaka’s age than to Rajaraja’s. Hence I should like to ascribe this
record No. 1V to Parantaka I and as I have already stated Parakasarivarman
of No. I should be earlier than Parakésarivarman ot No. IV. 1 identify Para-

késarivarman of No. I with Parakgsari Vijayilaya Csla who was the founder
of the imperial Colas of Tanjore (9th century a.p.):

KulSttunga I's earliest inscription takes us to about 1114 A.0. The
discovery of RajardjaI's fragment takes us to an earljer period by a
century. If the record No. I discovered in the Ananti¢varan Koil is, as
T have tried to prove, to be assigned to Vijayilaya, then we are taken
carlier by about two centuries and a half and we have also, by the discovery
of these early Cola records, bridged the gap pointed out ’

. . s by the Government
epigraphist in 1914,

Since then, I have also discovered on a slab built inte the floor of the
third prakara of the Nataraja temple west of the

inscription (No. V) of the fourth year of ..
script is nearly similar to that of No. IV, It may be assigned to Parantaka’s
predecessor, Aditya I, who was a Réjakésarivarman, 1y récor(:l ‘11;13_ it of
a perpetual lamp to the [Tirumdlastanap. ¥]perumanadigal SThi: gils the

earliest record found in the Nataraj
o ja temple of Chiq ,
Ananthi$waram kail inscription No, | is t i Midambaram, but the

records. he oldest of the Chidambaram

wndred pillared hall an
- [RaJyaksari parumar whose

2. 1f this view is not conclusive
» then the other a) c ¢
No. I may be attributed o Parant fernative is tha

No- ribu aka I and No, IV to Uttama-
tola.fléut Lam inclined to attribyte No. T to Vijayalaya
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TEXTS OF INSCRIPTIONS
No. I

I, ....sti Sri Kopparakésari parmmakku yandu minrivadu tiru-
vanandi§..........

2. ....ikku candradittavat ﬁttﬁvatarkku kudutta pon arupadin
kala[fiju].

1. Svasti Sri Kopparakésari ........

2. ....yar oru kalattukku wvaita pon ettarai magi

muppadin
kala[fiju]......

No. IIX
.. rattup- perumanandigal tiruvasirattukku vadukannal iruvar
brahma [l—
Svasti Sri Koppa ..........
2. ....tu mérpadi gttak-kadavidu |jj}—

....l tiru-vadirattukku  Pilaiyudaiyan  oru

brahmanarai
candradhi ...... .o

No. IV

I. ....sti Sri Tiru-vanandi$varattup- perumanandigalukku.. .....

2. Para késari varmarkku yandu 13 avadu Tiruvarur kurzattu......

3. ....parudiyin eluvan Ilangidar Sanaiyén Tiruvandiéva

4. Perumianadigalukku vaitta nonda vilakku 4+
ongu idukku........

----------

(= sign for one)

No. V
1. Svasti Sri........ :
2. ....yu ké$ari pa[rumakku] yandu nilivadu
3. ....digal Tiru {milasthanap]perumiana
4. ....yar.. tta vaitta nonda vila[kku]
Nos. I—IV. — Anantiswaram temple.?
V. — Natarira temple.
3. I have to thank the authorities of the Annamalai University for
giving me permission to publish this article in their journal.
My thanks are also due to the trustees of the Anantiéwaram
temple for their co-operation in rescuing these old records,

.......

. [Author’s copy-right]



TECHNOLOGICAL COURSES IN SOUTH INDIAN
UNIVERSITIES WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
OUR ENERGY AND RAW MATERIALS.

M. L. SiTARAMAN, B.A,, M.SC.

Travancore Universities and the University of Madras have been
expanding their graduate and post-graduate studies. The University
of Madras may have shortly practical examinations in Science subjects for
Intermediate students and probably for the first time in their annals.
The Pro-Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor of the Annamalai University

were among the earliest to recognise the value of a vractical scientific
training for arts students and vice versa,. ]

anxious to join the Engineering,
courses in our Universities are in

- The number of eligible students
Chemical Engineering and Technological

creasing every year. Though University
ideals have remained the same viz. to give a balanceq educ:tion to their

alumni, recently the trend has changed towards & proper emphasis on a
high standard of education in the applied sciences; University ideals have
broadened and arrangements are being made to draft suitable syllabuses

with a view to exploiting more fully our national resources

. . of ener
minerals and raw materials. gy,

In this connection the notable record of Sir C. P,
the Dewan of Travancore state, in
developing hydro-electric projects,
indigenous industries should be emul
During his able statesmanship and ag
University he had a great share in
education through the department o
fostering and promoting the latest typ

: Ramaswamy Aiyar,
mproving Agriculture and Fisheries,
state-transport and expanding the
ated by the rest of our province.
a Vice-Chancellor of the Travancore
developing and guiding University
f pure and applied :
es of applied scientific
Till recently, Indian Universities s i
centres for the dissemination of know:::;:e bfl;z f::’ o;zceptllons st T‘he
adult education and publishing ‘journals, books in ts: i
on popular and scientific subjects. i oenacula!

That it does not g .
& "
from the culbural value of University education when %;?:Zr;;yﬂgolll:;:;

research, and
researches.

ENERGY AND RAW MATERIALS 23

affiliate diploma and degree courses in General Chemical Technology,
Textile Chemistry, Sugar and Oil Technology, came to be recognised only
recently. Also it has become necessary to institute technological courses, to
cope with increasing numbers of eligible admissions, to train the proper
personnel of the requisite standard and also to relieve in a measure postwar
unemployment, At present, more than a year and six months since the war
ended, we still suffer from lack of production, traunsport and proper distri-
bution of food and cloth. Also the food rationing system in our Presidency
has been much handicapped by want of resilience in South Indian diet. In
the words of Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Ayyar, the present Congress Government

. policy is such that we are about to be swamped by our own slogans. The

effects of the serious draught during the past few years and oo much of
rain and floods at an inopportune time, particularly, this year, cannot be
overlooked but a real contributing factor may be the lack of knowledge of
processing, dehydration and storage facilities for food and the Madras
Government’s attitude towards the textile policy. However, the most
hopeful and reassuring news is a communication on its way from the
Central Government to the Madras Government that the latter cannot
cancel the spindles allotted to this presidenoy nor can it prohibit the
starting of new textile mills.  Also the Indian personnel trained in factories
in India and abroad have proved themselves capable and eminently fitted to
manufacture the necessary capital goods and according to a recent agree-
ment, in London, reached between Mr. K. Thackersay on behalf of the
Indian Textile delegation and Mr., K. Preston, Chairman of the Textile
Machinery Makers Ltd., the British firm is to give full assistance and
co-operation for the manufacture of textile spinning machines in India with
its attendant, main benefits.

So, there is much work for our Universities to do. The instituting of
Polytechnics on the model of Travancore preferably in central places,
co-ordinating the courses of studies in Civil, Mechanical, Electrical Engineer-
ing and Technology as in the Benares Hindu University from 1920, the
drafting of appropriate and adequate syllabuses with a view to fully exploi-
ting the potentialities are matters of detail which may be left to more
competent bodies viz. boards of studies and faculties of the Universities.
However before concluding this article, I shall briefly catalogue the vast
potentialities of our province, taking mainly as an example the state of
Travancore (8,000 sq. miles).
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Next only to rice and grains is Indian cotton to be ranked as Agricul-
tural industry. "When America is talking of colored cotton on the planta-
tion obtained in different shades of fascinating colours, by injecting colours
into the roots of plants so that the fibres are already dyed the desired
shades, we are just now discussing the by-product rayon from linters. At
present the linters on the cotton seed, reduce its commercial value and the
possibilities of cotton seed oil and margarine and cotton seed cake as cattle
food will also bave to be studied. The latest use of ground nut cake by
the Imperial Chemical Industries is to produce a nitrogenous fibre, Ardil,
resembling and having the properties of wool, The Soya bean called by the

Americans the “Cow of China” has interested Mr. Henry Ford who is .

manufacturing plastics out of the bean. The Soya bean milk and milk
products processed and standardised in the Biochemical laboratories of the
Indian Institute of Science, at Bangalore by Dr, V. Subrahmanyam and co-
workers is an important land mark in the augumentation of our food
resources. This pioneering work is strictly comparable to the work of a staff
of efficient research chemists in the Campbell Soup Corporation of America.
Cashew nuts are cultivated mainly in South Arcot, Tanjore and Travancore.
More palatable and appealing as food than the Soya bean, the cashew
nut, however, appears to be imperfectly processed in Travancore. We have
indicated in a previous paper the wonderful possibilities of cashew-nut-shell-
liquid. The shell-liquid which is highly corrosive contains phenols used in
America during World War Il for the manufacture of an important group
of plastics viz. phenol plastics, According to the latest press report, America

is seriously considering the possibility of million acre plantation for cashew
nuts in Brazil.

Hybridised sugar cane varieties have been in vogue owing to the
researches of Sir T. S. Venkataraman. One important feature of these
bybrids is that the sugar content has been considerably increased. We have
tried molasses for road surfacing and road making but a more profitable use
is to convert it into power alcohol, or into butanol or citric acid by the use
of suitable biochemical ferments. The Italian Citrus industries were killed
by synthetic citric acid and limonene industry of America after 1922. Power
alcohol and butanol are two starting materials for synthetic rubber, As
Sir John Boyd Orr of the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisa-
tion recently pointed out in Vienna not only “the time for charity is past ”’
but we cannot afford to wait for charity any longer.
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In India, natural Rubber and Tea are at present the virtual monopoly
of the Travancore state and will be so till plantations are raised in the lower
stretches of the Himalayas. Then it would be time to think of the amazing
varieties of synthetic rabber. F. A. C. T. in Travancore have started a
synthetic ammonia plant by the Haber-Bosch procéss. The estimated out-
put of ammonium sulphate, an important nitrogenous fertiliser, will just
suffice for the requirements of the tea and rubber plantations of Travancore
and Ceylon. However the principle of the high pressure technique was
evolved by Haber and Bosch in 1917 in the laboratory even as a full fledged
pilot plant and came in bandy after 1940, for the manufacture on large scales
of 1009, octane gasoline, thiophene free benzene, toluene or synthetic
rubber starting from eitber natural gas (Methane and its homologues)
or producer gas (carbon monoxide), methanol, ethanol (ethylalicohol) ete.,
etc. Haber’s plant for synthetic ammonia was evolved in a University type
of laboratory but it was a marvel at that time as a full fledged factory plant.
Bosch got the Nobel prize recently though Haber got the prize soon after
his synthetic ammonia process was patented.

In the last and for the first two decades of the present century
University men were giving ideas to industrial organisations. We can
truthfully admit that after 1920, well established industries especially in
America have turned the tables on hitherto purely academic institutions
and are giving ideas as self-help, co-operative effort with pooling of the
intellectual and experimental resources of the elite staff, large scale prepara-
tions, utilisation of by-products etc., eto.

The construction and working of the Cyclotron and the making of the
tomic Bombs can be considered as two outstanding examples of gigantic
co-operative effort on a voluntary and democratic basis. -

I wish to reserve my detailed views about the peace time uses of atomic
energy variously estimated to mature within five to ten years. Travancore
hhs cerite and Thorianite deposits and recently on 21-11.-46 an United
States Columnist Mr, Marquis Childs blames Britain for Travancore’s ban
on Thorium export. In my opinion peace time uses of atomic energy are
suited to countries where the supply of coal, oil and hydro-electric sources
are limited and also to relatively, sparsely populated countries with a high
level of democracy and with a maximum of co-operative effort. As Mr,
Bernard Baruch pointed out in the last lap of the meeting of the United
Nations Atomic Energy Commission at New York on 18-12.46, “ man has
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come to realise that he can live in security, only by the force of law and
never by the law of force™. Also the conversion, of the neutrons and
radioactive energy produced during atomic fission to heat and electrical

energy, as we are accustomed today, is not without serious implications
requiring further study at present.

01l and Coal are practically non-existant in our province. However, the
scope for hydro-electricity is great. Even Britain with her vast cogl reserves
is thinking of hydro-electricity and atomic energy. According to Oscar
Hobson of the News Chronicle, (October, 1946) the recently revised estimates
of British coal reserves of 20,000 million tons could last only till A.D. 2117.
On 1-12-46, ““a revolutionary plan costing hundreds of millions of pounds to

solve Britain’s fuel problem by importing hydroelectric power from Norway
has been discussed by the British and Norwegian Engineers »,

At present Britain has a number of thermal stations using coal and
numerous small hydro-electric projects involving the reaction turbine
principle. The Travancore state is also forging ahead with hydro-electric
projects and expansion of industries as the copra and coir factories and a
paper factory at Punalur using indigenous but excellent bamboo pulp, a
cement factory to meet the requirements of state controlleq transport, a
modern ceramic factory at Kundara, a glass factory at Alwaye and,an
aluminium factory on upto-date lines which wil] probably Prepare its
own bauxite from the excellent Kaolin available in the state,

Economic dependence is incompatible with political independence
The Universities have a greater part in developing the resources of raw:
materials and power; our laboratories should be equipped with the most
upto-date apparatus and pilot plants with co-operative effort in research
schemes, S0 as to have the necessary impact of Universit

¥ trained technolo-
gists upon technicians and workers, to eradicate strikes nolo

by removing f
of injury and death on the part of workers, to remove cOmmunal jea.l(g)usf: :
8,

to bring about settlement between the Government, Employers’ and workers’
8

federations, to relieve unemployment among educated ¢

asses, to increage
. . .
the standard of living of our masses and lastly to secure an equitable disgri.

bution of goods and happiness to a larger percentage of our Population s
that our nation can economically as well as Politically funetion as a.:
independent unit in the United Nations Organisation.
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The Servant of India Sociely,

Hindustan Review.

Half Yearly Journal of the Mysore University.

Economica, London.

Philosophical Quarterly.

Jouwrnal of the Indian Chemical Society.

Reading University Gazette.

Mysore Economic Journal.

Chemical Abstracts, Easton P.A

The Punjab University Gazette.

Journal of the Bombay Universily.

Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Society.

Publications by the Oriental Library, Baroda.

Publications by Kungl Universities Bibliotek, U ppasala, Sweden.

Publications by Tohoku Imperial University, Sendas, J aptm

Journal of the Madras University.

Bulletin de L’ Ecole Francaise d’Extreme-Orient— Ecole Francaise
d’Extreme-Orient, Hanoi (Indo-China).

Djwa— ] ava-institute, Kweekschoollaan, Jogajkarta, Java.

. Varendra Research Society, Rajshahi, Bengal—Annual Report and
M onographs.

Quarterly Journal of the Kannada Literary Academy,

Journal of the Andhra Historical Research Society.

Indian Culture,

Scripta Mathematica.

Indian Historical Quarterly, Calcuita.

Publscations of the Bombay Royal Asiatic Society.

The Indian Library Journal,

Review of Philosophy and Religion.

U. S. S. R. Society for Cultural relations with foreign countries, Russia.

‘ Drama ° published by the British Dvama League, London.

Proceedings of the Durham Philosophical Society, Newcastle.

Collected papers from the Faculty of Science, Osaka.

Buldleitsi of the Calcutta Mathematical Society.
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EXCHANGE LIST—(Contd.)

Science and Culture, Calcutia,

Indian Co-operative Review, Madras,

Epigraphica Indica.

Spolia Zeylanica,

Publications of the R. Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm.

Bijendragen Tet De Taal, Land-En Volken Kunde Van Nederland
Sch-Indie-s-Gravenhage.

Monthly Weather Report, Poona.

Scientfic Reports of the Imperial Institule of Agricullural Rescarch.

The Aryan Path.

The Mimamsa Prakash.

Indiana.

Vishwa Vani—A journal of Indian Renaissance.

Journal of the Madras Geographical Association.

Man in India,

The Poona Orientalist,

Publications by the Indusirial Intelligence and Research Burean,
Stmla.

Lhe Mathematical I'cacher, New York.

Duke Mathematical [ournal.,

Publications of the Brown University, U. 8. A.

Transactions of Thilissian Mathematical Institute, Russia.

Lingnan Science Journal.

London University Gazelte,

The Adyar Library Bulletin,

10
11
12
13

14
156

16

17
18

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS

Name of Publication
History
Bhoja Raja
The Nayaks of Tanjore

History of Gingee
Indian History in Tamil

Economics
Factory Labour in India
The Distributive Co-opera-
tion in India
The Madras Agriculturists’
Relief Act— A study
Report en the Working of
Prohibition in Salem
Madras Sales Tax Act

Road and Rail Transport

(Sold out)

Ground Nut

Text-book in Economies
in Tamil

The Indian Trade (not in stock)

Philosophy
Naveena Tarkam (in Tamili
Educational Psychology in

Tamil (Not in stock)

Physics

A Text-book in Tamil on

Physics Vol. I
Do. Vol. 11
Acoustics (in Tamil)

Author Rs. A, P.

Prof. P.T. Srinivasa Ayyangar

.1

Rao Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachariar

and Mr. Vridbagirisan

. 4

Rao Bahadur C.S. Srinivasachariar 4

Rao Bahadur C 8. Srinivasachariar

and S, K. Govindaswami .2
Prof. A. Mukhtar . 3
Mr. V. G. Ramakrishna Ayyar ., 1

Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Nayadu
and P, Vaidyanathan, m.aA,

C. Jaganathachari, M.A., M. Litt, ..

Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Nayudu

and S. Thiruvengadathan 1
Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Nayudu
and S, R. N. Badri Rao 5
Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Nayndu
and P. 8. Hariharan .1
Mr. V. G, Ramakrishna Ayyar .. 2
Dr. B. V. Narayanaswami Nayudu 2
Mr. K. R. Applachariar .2
Prof. K. R. Appalachariar and
Prof. R. Ramanujachari 1
Mr. R. K. Visvanathan . 3
Do. - .2
Mr. R. K. Visvanathan 1
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20
21

22

23

24

25

26

27
28
29

32
33

36

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS-—(Contd.)

Name of Publication
Chemistry
A Text-book in Tamil on
Chemistry, Vol. [
Do. Vol. 11
Practical Chemistry for
Intermediate Students

Botany
A Text-book in Tamil on
Botany
Tamil
Pari Pattu

History of Tamil Literature
Advanced Studies in Tamil
Prosody
- Sanskrit
Text and commentary of

Tattvavibhavana by
Parameswaran, a commentary
on Vacaspati Misra’s Tattva-
bindu
Jagannatha Parditha .
8ri Mukundamala

Svarasidhanta Chandrika

Trimsacchloki
Nyayakulisa

Nitimala
Philosophy of Aesthetic -
pleasure
Lectures on Patanjali’s
Mahabashya
General
The University Journal

Author
Mr. N. Ananthavaidyanathan
Do.

Mr. M. L, Sitaraman

Dr. T. 8. Ragahvan

Bhasha Kavisekara Vidvan
R. Raghava Ayyangar
Do.

Dr. A. Chidambaranathan
Chettiar

Mr. V. A. Ramaswami Sastriar .
Mr. V. A. Ramaswami Sastriar ..

Prof. K. Rama Pisharoti

Srinivasayajvan Edited by
Mr. K. A, Sivaramakrishna
Sastri

Sri V. Subramanya Sastri

‘Rs. A. P,

w

o W

.. D
.. 0

Edited by Prof. R. Ramanujachari
and Pandit K. Srinivasacharya 2

Do.
P. Panchapagesa Sastri
Dr. P. 8. Subramanya Sastriar

Editor

Annual Subscription Rs. 7 (Inland)

10’s (Foreign)

.2

.. 3
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ANNAMALA1 UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS—(Contd.)

Name of Publication

Author

36 Raja Sir Annamalai Chettiar’s Commemoration Volume

37
38

Musie
Swaramelakalanidhi.
Tamil Isai Musio Series :

Volume 1
It
III
IV (Sold out
v
VI .
,» VII ..
ADDITIONAL PUBLICATIONS

History
Maratha Rule in the Carnatic..

Tamil
Historical Tamil Reader .
Tolkappiam-Collathikaram

Endowment Publications
Kambar Memorial Prize
Selections
Adi Kumaraguruparar
- Selections
Sekkilar Selections
Tevara Tirumurai-Prelimi—

”

2

”

2

nary
Tamil Isai Music Series
Volume V Part 2 .e
,» VIO .e
» X .
X .o

Rs.
..10

Mr. M. 8. Ramaswami Ayyar .. 2

Sri C. K, Srinivasan

Dr. P. S. Subramanya Sastri

Do.

NE

NGy -1z

-Por Copiee Apply to :—

The Rozistnr. Annamalai Universj
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PUBLICATIONS

OF

THE INTER-UNIVERSITY BOARD, INDIA.

Handbook of Indian Universities

Facilities for Oriental Studies and Research
at Indian Universities

Facilitics for Scientific Research at Indian
Universities

Bulletin of the Inter-University Board,
India, No, 1 to 13.

Biological Outlook on life and its Problems.— -
By J. Acthur Thomson, M. A., LL,D,,
Regius Professor of Natural History,
University of Aberdeen

Third Conference of Indian Universities
Training of Teachers in Indian Universities

Annual Report of the Inter-University
Board for 1935-36

Bibliography of Doctorate Theses in Science
and Arts accepted by Indian Universities
from January, 1930

POSTAGES AND V. P, CHARGES EXTRA. -

Available from

THE BANGALORE PRESS,
“LARE VIiEw ”

Mysore Road, Bangalore City.

2 0
0 8
012
1 0
0 2
1 0
0 8
1 O
0o 8

MYSORE ECONOMIC JOURNAL

The only Journal of its kind published regularly on the 7th of each
month for over twenty years. Has a number of contributors and reviewers
attached to it. Bright and topical in its contents, it has ever stood out
for progressive and suggestive comments on public affairs and well being,.
Sir Roper Lethbridge called it the  Most admirable Journal ”. Annual
subscription Rs. 6.

0 or 3s From the Book Department, books on economic matters can be always
ordered. The following books are available for sale from stock ;
o PLANNED ECONOMY FOR INDIA by Sir M. Visvesvaraya,

K.C.I., L.LL. D. Price Rs. 6. _
MADURA SOURASHTRA COMMUNITY by K. R. R. Sastry,

0 M.A., M.L., F.R. Econ. S. Price Re. 1.
'INDIAN CASTE SYSTEM by C. Hayavadana Rao, B.A, BL.,
0 each . F. R. Econ. 8. Pricc Re. 1
STUDIES IN RURAL ECONOMICS by S. Kesava Tyengar, M.A,
Price Rs. 8.
'TOWARDS NATIONAL SELF SUFFICIENCY by Dr. P. J.
0

Thomas, M.A., B.Lirr,, Pr.D. Price As. 4.

0 MYSORE GAZETTEER (3 Vots.)) Edited by (. Hayavadana

Rao, B.A. B.L. Price per set Rs. 20. Can also be had in parts
at prices varying from Rs, 2 to Ra. 8 per volume.

Postage extra in all cases
Apply to:—
MANAGER, ‘“Mysore Economic Journal ”’,
No. 19, Gundopunt Buildings Siddicutta,
0 ' BANGALORE CITY.

THE INDIAN LIBRARY JOURNAL, BEZWADA.

The Official organ of the All-India Public Library
Association. Expounds the various phases of Library
Science and the Library Movement in Indis.

Annual Subscription Rs. 3.



RATES OF ADVERTISEMENTS

PARTICULARS PR IssuR Per Two Issums
Rs. A. P Re. A. P.

Back Cover I 0 0 28 o O
Inside Back Cover 10 0 "0 18 0o O
Inside Page 8 0 U 15 0 0
Inside Half Page 4 0 0 8 0 0
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