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He who wants to do good knocks at the gate ;
he who loves fmds the gate open.

—RABINDRANATH TAGORE




TRUE CULTURE

Culture is not mere learning. It is discrimination, under-
standing of life. Liberal education aims at producing moral
gifts as well as intellectual, sweetness of temper as much as sanity
of outlook. Into the heart of living, the cultured man carries a
certain grace, a certamn refinement, a certain distinction which re-
deems him from the sterile futility of aimless struggle. Culture is
not a pose of intellect, or a code of convention, but an attitude
of life which finds nothing human alien, common or unclean. An
education that brings up a young man in entire indifference to
the misery and poverty surrounding him, to the general stringency
of life, to the dumb pangs of tortured bodies and the lives sub-
merged in the shadows is essentially a failure. If we do not realize
the solidarity of the human community, nor have human relations
‘with those whom the world passes by as the lowly and the lost,
we are not cultured. The most depraved individual has his
startling interest and the worst criminal is unique to his thumb-
prints, as he knows to his cost. Great literature shames us out
of our complacency and reveals to us something of the immense
capacity of the human soul for suffering and isolation. We may
suffer, we may fail, we may be forgotten, but we have succeeded
in the true sense of the term if we refused to be vulgar, mean or
squalid. If any thing justifies life, it is nobility, greatness. Man
notices our failings, but God sees our strivings.

—S. RADHAKRISHNAN
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The Crow's Nest

ART ACTIVITIES

UCH has happened since writing
the Crow's Nest last month,
because there has been a heavy pro-
gramme undertaken and accomplished
during particularly the Christmas season.
| feel apologetic for writing so much
about my own work and Kalakshetra,
but | hear from so many young people
everywhere that they are especially
eager to know about the art activities,
because art is the one subject about
which they read so little in other
magazines.

We were able to work out an unusual-
ly heavy programme, so heavy in fact
that | was not even sure that we would
accomplish it all, because during the
International Theosophical Convention
which was attended by more than 850
delegates there were naturally the lec-
tures on art, education, and many
other subjects on which | myself had to
speak. In addition there were two
dance recitals by myself, one here at

Adyar and one at the Musical Academy’s
Conference. For these two perform-
ances there had to be especially heavy
rehearsals, for every musician in it was
new, and most important of all these
recitals were given without the aid of
professional nattuvanars—the nattuva-
nar is the traditional teacher who con-
ducts performances by playing the bell
metal talas and singing.

The Music Academy Conference was
well attended by many of the fore-
most musicians of South india and
this particular performance was most
frightening to the young girls whom |
have trained to do natuvangam for such
recitals. | am glad to say that this was
one of the most successful recitals
| have given.

KATHAKALI PLAY

Over and above all this there had to
be rehearsals for Rukmini Swayam-
varam, a Kathakal play for which |
had invited the foremost artists and
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nately, at thelgdr-mament thaveading
actor. disappdintd® esne ; -8nd Without
even a dreyss reheafsabthe fifSt perform-
ance had to take place. So for everyone,
including myself, many surprises were
waiting. Many people felt that the
traditional costume and makeup of Sri
Krishna was incongruaus in my produc-
tion, and | also agreed; but unfortu-
nately the appearance of Sri Krishna on
the stage was as much a surprise to me
as to them. But the first performance
acted as a kind of rehearsal to the
second play, which went exceadingly
smoothly and we were privileged to
have with us to preside Their High-
nesses the Maharaja and Maharani of
Travancore. Both they and the Seniar
Princess and His Highness the Elaya-
raja seemed to be extremely pleased,
Of course, it is very foolish for
people, especially in South India, who
are accustomed to Bharata Natya, to
compare Kathakali with Bharata Natya.
The whole point of view is different,
There is so little of nrtta or the foot
work that we find in Bharata Natya.
Also a solo performance has always a
different effect from that in which
many others take part, One can create
one’s own atmosphere and maintain it
in a sola performance, But in a drama
it is the story that is more important.
Anyhow, | am happy to say that the
Malsyaleas were extremely pleased.
Although | could not exactly copy the
traditional costumes and production |
tried to keep the essential spirit of it
which is the music, the bhava, and the
mudras. Of course, the stage presenta-
tion was different. The Kathskali that
is usually presented on the stage all over
India todey has very little to do with

Kathakali itself. The music has nothing
to do with the dance and most of the
traditional actors make themselves
cheap and ugly when they try to
modernize it. This is where good taste
is 36 very essential, but the atmosphere
of Kathakali in many aspects is beauti-
ful. | do not know what is to be the
result of my studies of Kathakali. |
feel this is an experiment with great

possibilities and | hope as time goes on -

there will be a new yet old expression
of another aspect of Indian art.

it is surprising how Madras is eager
about performances, for while | had
erowded houses for my recitals there
were a series of perfarmances given in
every part of Madras which were also
equally crowded.

Our students’ programme during the
Theosophical Convention was also a very
great success. |do not know why we
should call it a “students’ " programme,
tar in many ways these students are
better than many well-known people.

THE THREE STEPS

I feel as if | am singing the praises of
Kalskshetra, but | am only saying that
which is fairly obvious to other people.
There are many defects and super-
human difficulties about which | write
very little. If only in this fife | could
achieve the help of really great musi-
cians who would dare to sit on the plat-
form and sing in Bharats Natya, it
would be such a great happiness to me.
Not that my dancing deserves it, but
the fact that one were to achieve the
ideal of working tagether would be
so thriliing. Non-cooperation between
musicians | feal is perhaps even greater
IN some ways than amongst politicians.
I was utterly amazed how even some of
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the musicians who had once pleyed for
me in parformances delicately withdre"N
their help for my Music Academy's
Recital, for there were many musicians
present and they were shy. This only
proves that though | have gone two
steps further in this art, there are still
more steps to take. One step is that
those who are from good families now
study the dance as a dignitied art. The
second step is that we are abfe to do
without the nattuvanars. | have not
achieved the third step—the complete
acceptance by all of the dance as
dignified and spiritual, and therefore
tha bringing about of complete co-
operation between musicians and art-
ists. Perhaps that will come.

THE ROOT QF ARTS

During the Theosophical Convention
was a superconcert given by Tiger
Varadachariar. This. though | mention it
fast, to me was the most inspiring, and
| was very happy to see that pecple
from every part of India were able tc
appreciate him. When such eminent
musicians sing at our international
gatherings | am the most nervous person
there is, for | am frightened for fear the
audience will not appreciate them and
still worse may show their lack of ap-
preciation by getting up and leaving
the hall empty. This time it did not
happen. This again proves how genius
is above all distinctions, and Tiger Vara-
dachariar’s music is certainly the music

of one who rises above il differences.
Even though | can never hope to achieve
such musical power in this incarnation
| cannet help feeling that primarily my
soul is that of a musician, for | feel that
the root of all cultural arts comes from
music and with the presence of such a
great musician as Tiger Varadachariar |
feel the inspiration to work.

After the Theosophical Convention
the mast impartant day was the day of
Sri Tyagaraja. In Kalakshetra every year
we have had puja and the samadhi of
this very great saint and musician of
South India, but this year we had the
unique privilege of going in procession
in Bhajana led by Sri Papanasam Sivan
and Sri Tiger Varadachariar who both
led the Bhajana and sang the Songs of
Sri Tyagaraja. In the viliages when these
bhajana parties go from one street to
another in every street people who de-
sire to olffer their respects to the leader
wash his feet and give him rice and
other products from their households

* which later on used to be cocked

far a feast for faeding the poor. Of
course, in Adyar there are too few peo-
ple and, therefore, we did not do it in
this traditional way but still we were
able to have the atmosphere and the
peace as we went from one Shrine to
anothar.

Qein Do .

Religion is what the individual does with his own solitude. [f
yougare never solitary, you are never religious. -DEAN INGE
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Hail Caesars_!

ELIEVE it or not, and pardon these
personal reminiscences which
have a purpose, [, too, have been— am
I not still-—a young Theosophist, far
| joined the Londoh Lodge of The
Theosophical Saciety when | was seven-
teen. Also, believe it or not, | date back
to the Blavatsky epach, for when | was
so small you could hardly see me, she
often took me to the London Zaological
Gardens where we both looked at ani-
mal after animal and bird after bird,
and probably insect after insect, with
aqual thrills.

For a while, too, when | was sume-
what older, | joined a class conducted
in Mr. A. P. Sinnett's house by Mr.
C. W. Leadbeater. What a wonderful
teacher he is! He did not bother
about the conventional curricula. He
taught us that which would help us
to become more quickly keen Theos-
ophists, and this seemed to include
stamp-collecting.

Then came Cambridge University for
four years, after which the magnet of
The Theosophical Society drew me ir-
rasistibly, and my tongue found immedi-
ate service in licking stamps under the
direction of Mr. Glass, then one of the
officials of what | think was the Euro-
pean Section.

And later | remember my first dance
(a Waltz) with Colonel Henry Stee!
Olcott, the Right Reverand Monsignor
Wells, the General Secretary of the
European Section of our Saciety, being
at the piana! What playmates the
Colonel and | were !

Al this led me to the supreme
moment of my life_! standing in
the topmost gallery of the Queen's

By GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

Hall, London, holding at least 4,000
audience and packed with people as
always when she lectured, and Mrs,
Besant (not then Doctor) standing on
the platform, with a little handkerchief
on the brass railings of the rostrum and
a few microscopic notes about to re-
lease a flood of oratory ! | was helping
to organize the lectures, though | had
not the slightest idea of the Event
which was about to change my life.

But as |locked upor her, first of all
casually, | was as if struck by lightning, for
| knew her as my old Commander from
long ago. This was the first time when
the theory of reincarnation translated
itself in my experience into visible fact.

CF course, | simply had to see her.
3o the moment the lecture was over,
| tlew down innumerable flights of
stairs and rushed into the ante-chamber
of her sitting-room used by lecturers
before and after their taks. | saw a
number of older, but obvicusly vary
happy. people. They knew me and
could guess what | wanted. At last the
door of the sanctum sanctorum opened,
a visitor emerged, and { went in in awe
and ecstacy. | do not remember what
she said or what | said, except that she
invited me to come to see her in the
home of Mrs. and Miss Bright. After
all to leok at her from so near was
always too much for me.

Did | go or did I, as American gangs-
ter-slang has it 7 And then began again
my service of her jnterrupted only by
pepping in and out of incarnation, and
was it even interrupted by the popping ?

She asked me to join a Masonic
Movement into which my aunt, Miss
Arundale, intraduced her. This was in
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1902. The same year she asked us to
jain her in her educational work in India.
In the beginning of 1903 we went. And
aver since | have tried to be her faith-
ful servant ance more in this life. if |
were conceited | could tell you of an
inscription sha caused to be placed on
a steel roll-top desk she gave me and
which | am using in her room as | write
these words.

What a wonderful life for me, even
though there came in 1933 the tragedy.
from my point of view, of her Master
caling her home awhile in preparatian
for further service | ‘

And if | write all this with seeming
irrelevance, it is just because | want to
wish for all of you that while you are
stif young you may also be I'fted up
into the heights of your being to know
how wonderfully you will probably have
lived in the past, what wonderful peo-
ple you will probably have known and
served, and then, as in an ecstasy, to
feel intimations of the glories aforetime
once again encompassing you.

Life should never be humdrum for
us young Theosophists (| remain one
even though now | am old in years),
We are reborn with the spirit of intrigu-

‘ing adventure. We haye been Don

Quixotes before. We have known our
Masters before. We have served Them
and Their agents for incarnations. |
knew this about myself when | first saw
Dr. Besant. | know this about many of
you. It must be true of most of you, just
because you are young Theosophists.
Doubtless the outer world will often
scoff and scorn, and now and then we
may feel inclined to be just like other
people sa that we may tramp along with
the crowd in dull, mediocre and obscure
raspectability. But this mood will not (ast.
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However far we may sometimes stray
abroad we shall always want to return
home —-heme to Theosophy, home to
The Theasophical Society, home to the
Masters, home to the Truths which really
mean so very much to us, even though
constant familiarity with them may give
rise to fits of passing indifference.

| address you in this intimate way
because, as you should know very well,
you are the hope_the cartainty indeed
—of the future. We osurselves who
now are old were once the hope of the
future, and when we pass over we shall
be very much the hope of the future_
the Advance Guard in fact. | pray we
may be the sparkling stability of the
present. Those to whom we once
were as you are now to us held out to
us when the time came the flaming
torch of our Movement for our holding.
Now we must begin to hold out the
flaming torch to you, and we trust you
will be stil more worthy to cary it
aloft and in due time pass it on to those

- who will then be your young people.

Are you ready? Are your hands
outstretched to receive from us the
precious fire? Are you ardent? Are
you ready to fill in many activities.
the many offices we have had to
occupy but which now need your naw
life ? Are you ready to lead The Society
with young enthusiasm and to proclaim
with youthful insight the great Truths of
Theasophy ?

You will have a New World for the
setting of this splendid privilege. Thys
you may well become the pioneers
of a new mode of presenting the
Eternal Theosophy and of a new im-
petus for our beloved Society.

Hail, Casars ! Those about to move
onwards salute you !



Poise and Purpose

THE NEW REPOSE

AT 4 time like the present, and also

in the days to come, it is neces-
sary to develop within ourselves a cer-
tain type of repose. In days gone by,
people were serene because of the
unchangingness of life, because they
knew that season would follow season,
and that in all probability no cataclysm
would jolt them out of their measured.
daily routine. The iife of monks in their
monasteries, for example, needed but
litle adjustment to outer circumstances,
nor, for the most part, did life among
ordinary men and women in town or
cauntry. Now, however, things are
different. The world has staod up and
shaken itself, with the result that every-
thing is changing its shape and falling
into a different perspective of impor-
tance,

During a period of outward change
two courses are open to the individual,
with, naturally, every possible modifica-
tion between them. Either he can throw
himself violently into the superficialities
of life in an etfort to maintain the old
forms, or else he can withdraw into his
inmost self, resting only lightly an all
outward circumstances. [t is in this
latter attitude that the individual will be
able to achieve this new repase which
living in these days demands.

THE ETERNAL IN THE
CHANGING

It is a repose based on facing up to
the worst that life can bring, rather
than on assurance that the worst will
never happen. It is a serenity which
appreciates all that is good as it comes
and enjoys it thankfully while it lasts,

By BETSAN COATS

rather than a taking for granted of
well-being, and an ostrich-fike belief
that it will never change. There is no
repose in the air these days, vibrant as
it is with change and humming with
activity, and this has its effect upon our
fellow human beings, making them rest-
less and unable to find anything in life
upon which they can rely.

It is therefore all the more the re.
sponsibility of those wha realise the great
illusion of outward security to draw at.
tention to the dependableness of the
eternal in each living being upon which
alone true security can be byilt and er.
joyed. It is, in actuality, that ‘peace
which passeth understanding’ ang that
‘power which maketh all things new,' of
which, in each one of us there is g
minute particle capable of being im-
measurably magnified.

WAR OF IDECLOGIES

.To seek and Bncourage in ourselves
Ithus repose, and to draw attention to
its establishment in others does not
mean that we should withdraw from
activity.  This is a time when activity
is demanded of us, and the younger wa
are, the more is it our ‘dharma.” I js
our attitude that matters- -whether we
allow ourselves to aver-indulge in activity
for our own satisfaction, or where. from
8 poised and stable centre we are
vigatously active in the impersonal
carrying-out and practical application of
an Inner purpose,

The future is going to be full of pur-
Poses—_political, economic, and what
have ¥ou ?—and the number of people
who will be able to work towards the
end of any particular purpose without
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becoming personally involved will be,
to put it mildly, extremely small. Peaple
will begin with an honest enthusiasm fer
the actual good they believe their
cause capable of achieving; then the

cause itself will slowly assume more im-

portance than the ultimate good origin-
ally aimed at; then finally the personal
part which the individuai plays will out-
shine the importance of the cause itself.
As a result of this kind of thing happen-
ing in a myriad cases a war of ideologies
will seethe after the battle of arma-
ments 15 over.

1t will then be of supreme importance
to seek always ta perceive the one
among the many, the good in every
ideclogy discarding its practical applica-
tions when it ceases ta promulgate
sufficient good Lo warrant its existence.

In other words we must maintain that
inner poise which makes it possible for
us to hold everything lightly from a
personal point of view, enjoying it per-
sonally it we like while it is usetul to the
bigger issue — but being ready to discard
it directly its usefulness declines.

HOLD LIGHTLY

We should be able not only to draw
from life the fullest relish, but also to
give to life of our very best by holding
its outwardnesses lightly. This we should
do without bheing afraid of feeling
intensely, even while we hold lightly the
very thing which moves us so deeply.

This 1s an age when repose, calm,
peace and the lasting, quiet things of
life are submerged in their opposites.
We have a unique oppartunity given us
by Theosephy of understanding their
nature and maintaining them strongly
within ourselves despite all outward
appearances. M we can do this, not

only shalt we be happier within our-
selves, but__what is of far greater
importance—we shall become centres
of calm and strength to other people.
Moreover we shall enjoy that refresh.
ment of the spirit which is so marvellous-
ly revivifying and which springs from a
self at peace.

[Youth Centre News]

N.B.

[Here are a few more apherisms,
The title is “N. B."”" which does not
mean “not bad.” It stands for the
first two words of every single aphorism.]

Never be so busy telling other peo-
ple what to do that you forget what
you have to do.

‘Never be so busy telling other peo-
ple their faults that you have no time
to correct your own,

Never be so busy teling other people
how to behave that you have no time
to attend to your own behaviour.

Never be so busy that you have no
time not to be busy. :

Never be so busy that you have no
time to ke thorough

Never be so busy thal you cannot
relax from your business,

{Never be so quick that you cannot
at any moment be slow.)

Never be so busy aste pay inade-
quate attention to what you are doing
because you are thinking of what you
have to da next.

Never be so busy that you forget
what you have done last in the throes
of what you are doing now.

Never be sa busy as ta feal rushed.
{Very many people do feel rushed.)

Never be so busy as to be a slave to

bus-i-nass dr business.
G. 5. ARUNDALE



"THE POLITICS OF

The world is waiting for & new faith.
especially the youth of the world is wait-
ing for a new faith. The old institutions,
the old parties are dead at the roats,
Young men and women stand apart,
indifferent, irmactive. But do not let
us mistake their indifference for apathy,
their inactivity for laziness. Intellactually.
they are very wide awske. But they
have rejected our abstract slagans and
the hollow institutions. in which old
men gibber about freedom, democracy
and cufture.  They don’t want freadom
if & means the freedom to exploit their
fellowmen ; they dan’t want democracy
if it means the ridiculous bagmen of
Woestminster; they don’t want culture
if it means the intellectual dope of our

THE UNPOLITICAL "

academies and universities. They want
te get rid of the protitesrs and the adver-
tising men, the petty tyrannical bureay-
crate and the screaming journalists, the
club men and the still too numeraus
flack of rentiers for aver cackling over
their threatenad nest-eggs.  They want
a world that is morally clean and socially
just, naturally productive aud aesthetic.
ally beautiful. And they know they
won't get it from any of the existing
parties, from any of the existing political
systams. They hate fascism. they receil
from communism, and they despise
dermocracy.  They are groping towards
a new faith. a new order.'a new world.

HERBERT READ

THE ANSWER TO A PRAYER

He asked For strength that he might achieve-—
He was made weak that he might obay.

He asked for health that he might do greater things—
He was given infirmity that he might do better things.

He asked for rches that he might he happy.—.
He was given poverty that he might be wise,

He asked for power that he might have praise of men—
He was given weakness that he might feel the nead of God.

He asked for all things that he might enjoy life._
He was given life’ that he tnight enjoy all things

* He raceived nothing that he asked for or hoped for_.
HIS PRAYER WAS ANSWERED.

/ /~~News and Notes

The Fashioning of a World-Order

[The following are seme sxtracts fram »

lyer recently at Ernskulam—JT, ED.]

NEEDED SQCIAL STARILITY

'NTERNAUONALLY and nationally we

caninot return to the pre-war world
af 1919 or 1929, On some points
all instructed thinking is now practically
at one, The restriction to a large and
increasing extent o industrial or other
profits is a thing on which the world is
reluctantly being forced to agree. There
was a time when it was teken for
granted that the more money a few
men in a country made, the better it
would be not only for that country but
For the whole world. The underdog,
the lowly and the oppressed in each
community did not matter then as they
are beginning to matter now. Con-
tinued supression of some national
elements, and the ignoring of the
economic diseguilibriven of saciety are
becoming difficult and will soon become
impossible especially after the abject
lesson furnished by the U. 5. 5. R. and
the triumphant orgsnization of all the
strata of the population of Russia for
peace as well as for war. It may he
taken as g definite article of faith for
the future that the profit-motive in
human enterprise must be definitely
checked. In other wards and treating
the peoblem comprehensivaly, employ.
ment of the bulk of the population is
coming to be regarded a5 more impot-
tant than profit. It is much more
important fac the world that in each
country, and in each tract, as many as
possible, are employed usefully than
that 2 few people should make great
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speech dativerad by Sir C. P. Ramsswami

profits.  As a corollacy it follows that
social stability is more important than a
geametrical progressian in consumption.
In various newspaper articles, and in
speeches by statesmen, we read of the
raising of the standards of living and of
the increased consymption that will
fellow the way, but if that increased
corsumption should lead directly, the
future will be gloomier than the past.
Equitable distribution would, in the
future, becorme more nacessary and
important than even increased produc-
tion and the increase of the aggregate
consumption.  Varying our language
and quoting from a well-known econc-
rrist there should be, if planning for
the future is to be fruitful and effective
“a sincere resfization of the subordi-
nation of economic benefits to social
ends, the recognition that what is
economically good is not always ulti-
mately good”. These principles may
saund like platitudes but are the founda-
tion of our plans.

A POSITIVE PROGRAMME

We are too wpt, in dealing with the
future, to speak in nagative terms.
We tallk of eliminating violance, of the
abolition or prevention of war, redue-
tion af armaments, removal of trade
barriers, and cure of unemployment.
The destruction of Nazidom and
even the creation of securities and
the Rooseveltian freedoms are essen-
tially negative conceptions. Frofessor
Care has in my opinion taken the
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correct line when he emphasizes that
what we do want today is not a con-
catenation of so many negatives but
some positive programme.  Summariz-
ing his views, our programme may be
thus postulated. The prevention of
war cannot be achieved unless new
arder is created and armaments re-
duced or abglished at least partially.
We can only redyce armaments by
bringing about a common pool of
armaments for a common purpose. We
may have to think of the possibility of
making the air free for every bady so
that no one can wreck great centres of
life, religion, industry or education.
Unless, therefore, in addition to talking
vaguely of reduction of armaments, the
world is wise enough to bring about &
common pool of armaments for the
purpose of preventing individual or
graup aggrassion, the problem will not
ke solved. To remove trade bacriers,
we cannot afford to proceed academic-
ally as the League of Mations did,
They appointed Committees by the
score for this purpose, but they did not
bring about a growth in International
trade. The removal of trade barriers
can only be brought about by the
positive creation, stimulus and encour-
agement of international commerce and
the ruthfess eradication of neediess and
irfitating barriers.  To cure unemploy-
ment we must organise men for pooling
their resources to effect urgent and
necessary social reforms on the lines
attempted by Sir William Beveridge and
others.

THE THREEFOLD

IMPERATIVES

Put in a nut-shell, ""We shall fail if we
merely entrench oursefves to protect

what we posses or what we possessed
inthe past. A positive and constructive
programme is the first condition of
any effective moral purpose”. These
having been stated to be our main
obiactives, what are the ideas that will
be our lodestars and what will oyr
insttuments be For navigation on these
uncharted seas. One of the most
illuminating contributions to the fashion-
ing of a past-war arder is by Mr. H. G.
Wells~ who, notwithstanding certain
angularities and some over-emphasis,
continues to be as clear-sighted and
crystalline in thought a5 when he predic-
ted this war about twenty years ago in
company with writers like Douglas Reed
and Norman Angell. Mr. Wells has said
that the three-told imperatives which
the world is bound to follow are, firstly,
the establishment of an over-riding
federal control of transport and inter-
state communications throughout the
world.  Let us mark the words. | was
present at a meeting of the sub-com-
mittee of the League of Nations when
Czecho-Slovakianreprasantative
brought in a package and put it on the
table of the committes. That package
had more than a dozen differant cus-
toms stamps imprinted on it. Thera
wera so many trade barriers, economic
barriers which that package had to
pass through before it became available
to the consignee. At every one of
those places, harrassing restrictions,
Inquisitorial proceadings and bureaucra-
tie interference had to be surmounted.
Particularism, Sxaggerated nationalism
and short-sighted” economics were the
root cause of this sorry business. The
second of Mr. Walls' imperatives is the
Faderal conservation of world resources.
It should not be possible, hereafter to
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think o} starving one race to make

another race prosperous; nor should it
be porsible for Brazil to burn its coﬁge
or for another country to destroy its
whest or maize whiist other parts of

the world are starving. And lastly thare
must be a fundamental set of laws
which all the nations of the world will
have te cbey as basic or universal.

The Heart of a New World

A HAVEN OF REFUGE
ROM death comes Immortality,
from suffering comes Wisdom
and from darkness comas Light.
How true is this at such a times as
a.
th?l'?;n.e millions of people who die today,
both in the Western and the Eastetn
War, must surely come to a World of
Truth and Beauty, far Those who are
the essence of compassion shall answer
their ¢ry and shall be Father, Mother
and Friend mere wanderful and more
real than any of this world. .
Their bravery, their magnificent sacri-
fice shall surely bring the reward of a
spititual fight that will embrace them
in a Leven &f refuge. ‘
And for those who are left behind,
suffering no less than on the battlefield,
shall come the answer of eternal pro-
tection. For them is left this desolate
world, for them the opportunity to
build again a new world-—a world more
kind, more understanding, and a home
of perfect peace for those little ones
who will grow into the citizens of to-
marrow. For them is but to realize—
through terrible agonies as is the it of
wamen—that they must lead in the
moulding of the young cnes who are
heir sole comfort.

¢

By RUKMINI DEVI

GOD AS MOTHER

It is the great opportunity for the
women of the world to lead ; forinthe
future there will be mare women in the
world than men. The world needs
Waman and perhaps this is one of the
lessons we have to learn from these
catastrophic times. No woarman whao is
a real woman will allow War, and it
there is to be hope of a new Light to
dispe! the darkness, it can only come
through the women of the world. They
must lead, for they sre the Mothers
of the World, the Comforters of the
distressed.

The worship of the Mother is a cult
that must be born in the New Werld.
For that and that alone is the bright
and morning Star which wili bring
Peace and Salvation to the world. Let
every religion emphasize the worship of
God as Mather, and let every individual
change his attitude to [fe and see in
the eyes of every woman the suffering
and sorraw of the world from which is
born the Chid of Beauty and Com-
passion, Let every man see in every
woman the soul of his Mother and in
every creature the form of his Child,
This i3 how the world can be rebuilt
and from this death arise a visible
Resurrection.



What Does India

INDIA'S ROLE

N the world alter the war, India will
have to play a leading role in the

task of shaping the destiny of human
civilization. Unfortunately due to a lack
of vision on the part of British political
leaders with regard to the Indian prob-
lem and equally urfortunately due to
a lack of National Unity in India the
peoples of India have not yet awakened
to their sense of world responsibility.
The World War No. 2 has not yet
shaken Indians from their natrow nation-
al outlocks. India whether she likes it
or not is very closely connected with
the problem of World Peace. India by
not playing its true role at the Peace
Conference and in the post-war world
will not only stow down its own march
ta political and cultural freedom but
will generate causes for anather war.
India in her own interest and in the
interest of the world must come out of
" the backwaters of her petty politics
and must align herself with waorld forces,
if the older generation of [ndia does
nat realize this it is for the Youth of
india to wake up to this great warld-
reality. The world war has releasad
such tremendous forces that despite
short-sighted leadership existing practi-
cally in every country of the world
political and economic institutions are
being shattered, national barriers are
being removed and social restrictions
are being thrown aside. This great
destructive force, so necessary for the
progress of the world, is preparing the
ground for the emergence of a New
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Need ?
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Order. But if a positive and definite
lead is not given ta the peoples of the
world, f well-formulated plans are net
rmade now for national and internationa!
reconstruction. all this destructive force
will have done its work in vain. ltis
for this that the Youth of all countries
must, while engaged in war, begin to
plan tor peace. Otherwise the war
will be won and peace will be'lost.

TWOFOLD TASK

Our task as Young Citizens is two-
fold in this world-reconstruction process.
Firstly, to put our national houses
in order and secondly to evolve policies
and plans for a happy international
association of the nations of the world.
Both these are essential, as one is in-
complete without the other, .

In the international field charters and
declarations have come out in rich
abundance. Charters are good to a
certain extent—but they aione will
not take us far. On the cantrary these
charters have a tendency of creating an
iilusion in our minds that everything has
now been done to secure World-peace
and happiness. It is the implementing
of the charters that is so very iImpartant.
No doubt we must clarify our minds
with regard to the fundamental princi-
ples on which the New World Order is
to be based. Such an ideclogical clari-
lication is essential as atherwise we will
be last in the maze of details. Youth
of different countries must formulate
these ideals now, both for national and
international reconstruction.
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DARK SPOTS

But in order that this task may be
well dene, it is necessary that we should
clearly understand what are the dark
spots that need to he eliminated. in
national and internations! life there are
a number of tendencies that undermine
the integrity of human society. The
nationals of each country must spot out
these weaknesses so that the work of
reconstruction may proceed unhindered
by these obstacles.

So far as India is concerned there are
a number of such tendencies that need
to be eliminated as otherwise New india
will not he healthy and happy.

What are these tendencies and factors
against which we must fight ?

(A) In Political Lifa:

1. Disunity of India and the conse-
quent emergence of separative ten-
dencies.

2. India’s pofitical enslavement to
Britain. '

3. Existence of political parties and
groups not based on political principles
but on communal programmes,

4. A lack of sufficient faith among
Indians in the political principles an which
India’s age-ald polity was based.

(B) tn Economic Life :
(1)PhenomanalPoverty of the masses.
(2) Unbalanced national economy

with too much pressure on land.

(3) Economic dependence of India
on Western countries.

(4) Existence of a class of landed
aristacracy created by the British Gov-
ernment,

(5) Lack of men skilled in technical
accupations,

{C) In Educational Life :

(1) A top-heavy system of educa-
tion entirely unsuited ta Indian Life.

(2) Absence of vocational and tech.
mical education.

{3) Existence of an educational sys-
tem completely devoid of any truly
Indian cultural influence.

{4) Lack of experimental educational
institutions.

(D) In Social Life:
(1) Existence of a rigid caste system.
{2) Absence of progressive social
legisiation.
(3) Existence of religions superstition
hampering growth of healthy social life.
(4) The evil of untouchability.

(E) In Cuftursl Life:

(1) The existence of a denationaii-
zing influence of foreign culture on all
forms of the couniry's life.

(2) Absence of any real faith among
the pecple with regard to cultural great-
ness of the country.

(3) The operation of separative ten-
dencies obstructing the process of cul-
tural synthesis in the country.

{4} The disappearance of artistic
crafts-rmanship due to inpact of western
industrialism.

(FY In Industrial Life:

(1) Absence of any proper legisla-
tion regularizing the conditions of labour.

(2) Existence of an entirely unedu-
cated labouring population.

(3) Existence of feudal and pre.
"c?pitaﬁst elements in nation’s industrial
ife. .

(4) Absence of regulation of profits
or any system for effective re.distri-
bution of wealth amassed in fewer
and fewer hands.
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These are samae of the glaring defects.

in India’s national fife. .
Has not the time come for India's
Youth to meet together and formulate

its plans for the elimination of these
defects and for the setting into opera-
tion the forces for the creation of a
New India?

Peace—National and International

iThe following is contributed by the Young Theosophists of Cuba emerging out
of their discussions about the principles on which the post-war world should be

organised—Jt. Ed.]

THE PEACE CHART

£ believe that this Chart must
state as the basic factor of a
lasting peace the fact that the happi-
ness of every inhabitant of the earth is
inseparably linked to the happiness of
every other creature, and that while
each man and nation insists on seeing
individua! welfare at the expense of the
sacrifice of others, there must exist
war and all the other calamities that
periodically afflict humanity.

QOur suggestions are of two kinds:
national, appliable to the internal struc-
ture of each country ; and international,

" appliable to the organization of the
world.

1. NATIONAL

(1) Economic

(a) Distribution of the country’s
resources 50 that every man
can earn his living by his
work.

(b} A minimum salary according to
the minimum requirements of
a humane standard of living.

(c) Old age insurance.

(2) Educational

(a) Attention should be paid to
the emotional and spiritual
needs of chitdhood as well as
to its intellectual ones,

{b) Selection of the teachers ac-
cordingto requisites of charac-
ter besides those of profes-
sional efficiency.

(c) Vocetional secondary educa-
tion fitted to the tempera-
ment of each child and
restricted only by the child's
capacities and traits,

(3) Religious

{a) Freedom and reverence for
every religious belief.

(b) Emphasis on the spiritual side
of religious teachings, instead
of on their dogmatic and
material aspect.

(c) Application of the ethies of
religious principles to life in
the home as a means of
spiritualising the life of the
community in its very source .
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II. INTERNATIONAL

1. To aveid, when the war is over,
the idea of a victors’ vengeance on the
vanquished, recagnising that every na-
tion, right or wrong in its ideals and
methods, 15 part of one humanity,

2. To establish a World Congress of
Nations, with enough armed forces. at
least for the present, to carry out its
decisions.

This Congress, with the help of un-
prejudiced experts, would regulate :

{3) Production in each country of
the articles it is best fitted to
produce, and a just distribu.
tion of them, so as to elimin-
ate the ruinous international
competition.

(b) Interchange of said products
throughthe abolition or restric-
tion of tariffs.

(¢} Organization of an international
Court of Justice to settle
international disputes.

{d) Distribution of the excess
population of certain areas of
the world over others less
populated.

3. The founding of world universitias
where will be placed within reach of
the students the best contributions of
every nation in the fields of science,
religion, art and culture,

4. Recognition of the role of woman
in every field of endeavour as comple-
mentary to that of man and not in
rivalry with hir,

A World Policy

By WENDELL L. WILLKIE

{Herein wa reproduce a few extracts from Mr. Wendell L. Willkie's book

ONE WORLD.—}. Ed.}

WINNING PEACE

MERICA must choose one of the
three courses after this war:
narrow nationalism, which inevitably
means the ultimate loss of our ewn
liberty ; international imperialism, which
means the sacrifice of some other na-
tion’s liberty ; or the creation of a world
in which there shall be an equality of
opportunity for avery race and every
nation. | am convinced the.American
people will choose, by overwhalming

majority the last of these courses. To
make this choice effective we must
win not only the war but also the peace
and we must start winning it now.

To win this peace three things seem
to me necessary—first we must plan
now for pesce on a world basis:
second, the world must be free, pohit-
ically and economically, for nations and
men, that peace may exist in it ; third,
America must play an active construc.
tive part in freeing it and keeping its
peace,
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When | say that peace must be plan-
ned on a world basis, | mean quite
literally that it must embrace the earth.
Continents and oceans are plainly only
parts of a whole, seen as| have seen
them from the arr. England and Amer-
ica are parts. Russia and China, Egypt,
Syria and Turkey, Iraq and iran are also
parts.  And it is inescapable that tnere
can be no peace for any part of the
world unless the foundations of peace
are made secure throughout all parts
of the world.

INTERNATIONAL UNDER-
STANDING

This cannot be accomplished by
mere declarations of our leaders, s in
an Atlantic Charter. lts accomplish-
ment depends primarily upon accep-
tance by the people of the world. For
if the failure to reach international un-
derstanding after the last war taught us
anything it taught us this : even if war
leaders apparently agree upon gener-
alized principles and slogans while the
war is being fought, when they come
to the peace table they make their own
interpretations of their previous da.
clarations. So unless today, while the
war is being fought, the people of the
Linited States and of Great Britain, of
Russia and of China, and of all the other
United Nations, fundamentally agree on
their purposes, fine and idealistic ex-
pressions of hope such as those of the

Atlantic Charter will live merely to mock *

us as have Mr. Wilson's Fourteen Points.
The Four Freedoms will not be accom-
plished by the declarations of those
momentarily in power. They will be-
come real only if the people of the
world forge them into actuality. .

When | say that in arder to have
peace this world must be free, | am
only reperting that a great process
has started which no man—certainly not
Hitler ——can stop. Men and wornen all
over the world are on the march,
physically, intellectually, and spiritually,
After centuries of ignorant and dulf
compliance, hundreds of millions of
people in Eastern Europe and Asia have
openad the backs., Old fears no longer
frighten them. They are no longer
willing to be Eastern slaves for Western
profits, They are beginning to know
that men’s welfare throughout the
world is interdependent. They are re-
solved, as we must be, that there is no
more place for imperialism within their
own society than in the society of na-
tions., The big house on the hill sur-
rounded by mud huts has [ost its own
awasome charm.

ECONOMIC FREEDOM

Qur Western world and our presumed
supremacy are now on trial. Qur
boasting and our big talk leave Asia
cald. Men and women in Russia and
China and in the Middle East are con-
scious now of their own potential
strength. They are coming to know
that many of the decisions about the
future of the world lie in their hands.
And they intend that these decisions shall
laave the peoples of each nation free
from foreign domination, free for econo-
mic. social, and spiritual growth.

Economic freedom is as important as
political freedorm.  Not anly must peo-
ple have access to what other people
produce, but their own products must
in turn have some chance of reaching
men all ovar the world. There will be no
peace, there will no real development,
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there will be no economic stability,
unless we find the method by which
we can begin to break down the un-
necessary trade barriers hampering the
flow of goods. Qbvicusly, the sudden
and uncompromising abolition of tariffs
after the war could only result in dis-
aster. But obvicusly, alse, one of the
freedoms we are fighting for is freedom
to trade. | knaw there are many men,
particularly in  America, where our
standard of living exceeds the standard
of living in the rest of the world, who
are genuinely alarmed at such a pros-
pect, who believe that any such pro-
cess will only lessen gur own standard
of kiving. The reverse of this is true,

Many reasons may be assigned for
the amazing economic development of
the United States. The abundance of
our national resources, the freedom
of our political institutions, and the
character of our population have all
undoubtedly contributed. But in my
judgment, the greatest factor has

been the fact that by the happenstance ”

of good fortune there was created here
in America the largest area in the world
in which there were no barriers to the
exchange ol goods and idess.

THE ROLE OF AMERICA

And | should like to point out to
those who are fearful one inescapable
fact. In view of the astronomical
figures our national debt will assume by
the end of this war, and in a world
reduced in size by industrial and trans-
portation developments, even our pre-

sent standard of living in America can-
not be maintained unless the exchange
of goods flows more freely over the
whole world. It is also inescapably true
that to raise the standard of living of
any man anywhere in the world is to

- raise the standard of living by some

slight degree of everyman everywhere
in the world.

Finally, when | say that this world
demands the full participation of a self-
confident America, | am only passing
on an invitation which the peoples of
the East have given us. They would like
the United States and the other United
Natiens ta be partners with them in this
grand Adventure. They want us to
join them in creating a new society of
independent nations, free alike of the
economic injustices of the Wast and the
political malpractices of the East. But
as partners in that great new combina-
tion they want us neither hesitant,
incampetent, nar afraid. They want
partners who will not hesitate to speak
out for the correction of injustice any-
where in the world,

Qur allies in the East know that we
intend to pour out our resources in this
war. But they expect us now--not after
the war—to use the enormous pawer
of giving to promote liberty and justice.
Other peoples, not yet Ffighting, are
waiting no less eagerly for us to accept
the most challenging opportunity of all
history—the chance to help create a
new society n which men and women
the world around can live and grow
invigerated by independence and
freedom.



Youth and the New World

By N. V. TAMPI

(The following address was celivered by Mi. N. V. Tamgpi, as Chaitman of

the Youth Symposium held on 30-12-43,
Adyar.—Jt. Ed.]

THE STUPENDQUS TASK

ACH one of us is a dreamer, —-the
elders are dreaming of the glories
ot the golden past, the youths are
dreaming of the new world they are
going to mould.  The Youths have 10
liva in the new world, and who but they
shauld dream and plan and strive for
the creation of the new world? B8y
graat hersism, supechurman courage and
unparalleled sacrifice on land, water
and air all the world over, youths have
earned for thamselves the unquestioned
right to have the decisive voice in the
planning of the New Warld,

While the magnificent sacrifices of
youths have given them the right to
plan the new world, tha stirling qualities
of youth, his enthusiasm, his idealism
and his readiness to serve and sacrifice
and more than all his daring reckless.
ness have fitted him admirably for this
task. Therefore is it most urgently
necessary for youths all over the world
to be awake and plan wisely for a new,
better and happier world,

If the present complex social and
political fabric is fast crumbling all
around us due to the cataclysm of a
glebal war, it is i order that a better
edifice built on the more solid founda-
tions of Brotherhood and Co-operation
may emerge. It is that stupendous
and onerous task you and | are calied

during the Theosophical Convention at

upan o undertake. In a world full of
bitterness, suspition and hatred it is the
Theosophist's clear duty by deep medi-
tation, active service and by his own
vitile example to sow the seeds of un-
derstanding, goodwill and harmony, and
Yauths, especially Young Theosophists,
free from many of the prejudices to
which the elders are victims have thus
a galden eppartunity ta be the pioneers
of this new world order.

WORLD CITIZENSHIP

How is this new world te b -
blished ? What should be the g&uiec?ik:g
prmcup1esl.d the l;asic foundstion of this
new warld to be? The fisst is INTER.
NATIONALISM. Aggressive natiot:alﬁzs'in
must give place ta an accommedating
and understanding internationalisr, A
passionate love of one’s own country
and a great admiration for one's own
national herces are fine qualities in-
deed; but one must alse remember
that however ancient and great ohe'’s
Country may be, it after all is byt one
of the many that 9o to constitute the
whole world. We must think in terms
of world citizenship and warld federa-
tion, ™ the parliament of man and the
federation of the world”. The first
and immediate step towards that is the
maintenance of the Indo-British Com-
mon-wealth. Never perhaps in the long
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istory of the world has there been a
wolitical structure so vast, so complex
nd so varied, composed of so many
aces, nationalities and faiths as is the
iritish Empire. But it has to be modi-
ied to fit in with the new world.
Zhurchill may declare that he has no
ntention to preside over the liquidation
of the British Empire.  We, the youths,
‘he builders of the future, the creators
3f the new world-to-be, shall equally
amphatically assert that in the new
world-to-be we do not want any em-
pires, we do not want the domination
and exploitation cf one mation by an-
ather. The Empire must be transformed
inte a Commonwealth of Free and
Equal partners. Therefore is the politi-
cal freedom of India a most urgent
problem. But it should be the freedom
of a Unjted Inda.  This great political
experiment of a united and free India
in an indo-British Commonwealth, the
success of which shall prevent another
world war, and prove to be the step-

pina stone to a World Federation,

should be the first condition for the
creation of the New Warld.

THE FIRST STEP

In this connection one cannot help
remembering with profound gratitude
the splendid work that has been hero-
ically and perseveringly carried on to
bring about this happy consummation
of a free and united India in an Indo-
British Commanwealth, by our revered
President, Dr. Arundale and his faithful
band of davoted workers here at Adyar.
Theirs has been an uphill task cartied
an in the face of almost overwhelm-
ing difficulties and discouragements.
All honour to them and their work.
We bow to them in gratitude and hom-

age for the splendid work they have
done and are pledged to do to usher
in the new worfd. When we go back
to our homes, to the villsges and the
cities, let us strive with all qur might to
agitate for a Free India, for a United
India, for a united and free india in the
Indo-British  Commonwealth. Llat us
make it known to the world to the
people in India and abroad, that the
voice of CONSCIENCE is the vaice
not only of 2 Dr. Arundale, but the vaice
of the wise who know the plan for

India, it is the vg e youths of
{ndis impatient for the ir
motherland. Let Britain gracefu

cede to India her right to independence
and the immedists establishgiin
Dominion Government, ang et

for har own sake and for tha sa
of the new world choose her place as
an equal partner in the Indo-British
Commonwealth. Al talk of interna-
tionalism witl be mere political hypocrisy
if this, the first step, is not concedad.

AN ACTIVE BROTHERHOOD

The next guiding principle far the
new world is BROTHERHOQD, the uni-
versa) brotherhood of humanity and of
the sub-human kingdams, a brother-
hood which implies more a recognition
of one’s duties and responsibilities rather
thar of one’s rights and powers, Real
active brotherhood is the safest guar-
antee against war. War is 2 denial of
brotherhood, It is true that right from
the dawn of civilization man had all
along resorted to war as a means to
settle his disputes, and wars will, in all
probability, continue as long 2s human-
ity does not live according to the spirit
of the Buddha and the Christ. War
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may be a necessary evil in the evolu-
tionary process bringing forth along with
it immense suffering and vast destruc-
tion, rare heraism, courage and self-
sacrifice, But in the New World we
want Peace and not war, and that
can be achieved by making brother-
hood a living reality among all created
beings and uncompromisingly avoiding
cruelty in all forms. When brotherhoed
is not recognised there is cruelty ; cruelty
breeds hatred ; and hatred breeds war.
Therefore in the New World with
Peace as the watchword Brotherhood
should be the dominant note,

The third great principle is Co-opera-
tion which is a natural corollary to the
idea of brotherhood. Cut-throat com-
petition and the policy of greed and
grab, of exploitation and enslavement
which have characterised the nations in
their race for political and economic
domination must in the new order give
place to the law of co-aperation and
sharing. The whole educational system
must be overhauled to emphasise this
aspect, for as the child is taught and
trained in the virtue of co-operation
and co.sharing, so will the citizen
be in national and international affairs.
Transport, banking, raw materials, the
development of backward areas and

by internaticnal bodies
peration,

THE SPIRITUAL BASIS

No social order can have a stable
foundation unless the spiritual basis of
Society and the essentially divine nature
of man are recognised. And that is
the faurth guiding principle for the new
world. Mighty nations and vast empires
have fallen and have been forgotten
because in the pride of their power
and wealth they forgot or ignared this
factor of the spiritual basis of society,
of the divinity of man, of the existence
of the Divine Plan according to which
evolution slowly marches on. We must
endeavour, therefare, to usher in this
New World with Internationalism, Bro-
therhood, Co-pperation and the Divinity
of man as the four corner stones.

Let us then, in the coming year, go
forth into tha world inspired by the
wisdom that Theasophy has unveiled,
and strengthened by the thought that
weak and ignorant as we are, behind us
is the strength and the wisdom of the
great Elder Brethren, that there is an
Inner Government of the World that
sweetly and mightily ordereth all things.
Let us ever hald aloft the torch of
Theasophy ; let us endeavour to be fit
messengers of the Eider Brethren
carrying the healing balm of spiritual
solace to war-stricken and war-weary
world, and be centres of Peace, Good-
will and Harmony. So shall youths, s©
shall you and | help in the puiiding of
the New World.

3
¥ P
! g:
. ey — :
e .’Pf::ffﬁ dltiff'.#fublished by C. Subbarayudu, at the Vasanta Press, Adyar, Madras.

The Tnsight of the Animal

l:ROM my study window one after- -

noon last spring | saw 2 :wood-
chuck slowly and clumsily climbing up
our 50-foot maple tree. | rubbed my
eyes for all the textbooks say thet wood.
chucks are ground ‘animals. Nature.
however, has a way of confounding the

horities. _

a‘.‘:.abcnrimasly,r the woodchuck hitched
his heavy body to the top of the tree,
hard work of it because his claws are
making adepted for digging, not climbing,
Then, like an awkward bear, he backed
slowly down. Every three or four feet he
halted, snd through my field glasses |
«aw him vigorously gash the bark_of
the tree with his sharp teeth. This
kept up until he reached the ground.
then he waddled off to resume his
normal  occupation of ruining  my
garden, .
" What did this extraordinary perform-
ance mean? | was witnessing, surely,
some new manifestation of the ever
astonishing thing that is the wisdom of
the wild. But what ?

Three hours passed before the answer
came. Just before dusk the wood-
chuck appeared again at the tree and
again began to climb. At each place
whera he had cut a gash, sweet maple
s8p had oozed out in a flow of nectar;
and the woodchuck methodically clam-
br"‘d from drinking place to drinking
place, lapping his fill ! .

Labo"g&ryg experimenters who sub-
ject animals to the problems of mazes
and puzzie boxes usually conclude that
animals do nct think. But is their
conclusion correct ? Isn't there, at least,
an older kind of intelligence than
the intellect-intuition subconscious in-
sight ? . .

Instinct will not easily explain the
wisdom . sometimes shown even by in-
sects which, most scientists agree, can-
not think. Consider the extracrdinary
report on any behaviour by Major
R.W.G. Hingston, the distinguished Brit-
ish entomalogist. o

While watching a colony of ants
among the fig trees in Bagdad, he
amused himself by putting down bits
of feod for them and cbserving how,
when a wandering ant found one of the
morsels toe big to move, it would go
back to the nest and dispatch a party
to bring the titbit in. This is a strange
enough performance, but suddenly
Major Hingston realizad that he was
seeing something even more remark-
zble : the number of ants dispatched
from the nest was proportionate to the
size of the food morsel to be brought
in. He confirmed the fact by repeated
experiments. o

“{ cut a grasshopper into three bits
writes the major. * The second bit is
twice tha bulk of the first, and the third
is twice as big as the second. |give
each to an ant. Al three ants hasten
to the nest and each sends a party to
its own bit. | count the number of ants
dispatched : there are 28 at the smallest
fragment, 44 at the next larger, and 89
at the largest piece!” ]

Perhaps scientists are right in-saying
that wild creatures cannot think.. Yet
there remains an unexplained wisdom
of the wild which eludes th.e laboratory
and escapes definition. It is somgthmg
that partakes of the unnamable Wisdom
that everywhere pervades the univérse
and its workings can be as humbling as
a flower or a star.

_R. ALAN DEVCE



THE FACE OF GOD .

Oh. [ have slipped the surly bonds of earth,

And danced\ the skies on laughter-silvered wings ;

Sunward I've climbed and joined the tumbling mirth

Of sun-split clouds-and done a hundred things

You have not dreamed of-wheeled and seared and swung

High in the sunlit silence.

Hov'ring there,

I've chased the shouting wind along and flung

My eager craft through footiess halls of air.

Up. up the long delirious, burning blue

I've topped the wind-swept heights V\;ith éasy grace

Where never lark, or even eagle, flew ;

And, while with silent, lifting mind 1've trod

The high untrespassed sanctity of space,

Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.

—JOHN GILLESPIE MAGEE, IR.
. {19-year old American killed in action with the R.C.AF)
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The Crow's Nest

A LIFE EXQUISITE

INCE Rukmini Devi spoke the other
day on the accasion of the Festi-

val of the Annunciation of Our Lady as
She is called in Christian terminology,
or the World Mather. Jagadamba, as
She is more correctly termed in Hindu-
ism, 1 have been thinking how little
most of us remember Her in our ordi-
nary daily lives, even thaugh She is in
very truth the Mother of every one
of us of whatever faith, of whatever
nation, of whatever people. | cannot
help feeling that our forgetfulness of
Her is in no smail degree the cause of
all the world’s ills, for if we thought of
Mer much more coften we should lead
much more beautiful lives. We could
not help doing so, for aur lives wouldbe
very much nearerHer own exquisite Life.
It ought to be easier for us to be
near Her in these terrible times, for
one of Her great functions is to help all
who are unhappy, miserable, who fee!

hopeless and despairing. And in the
world today there are mere such pec-
ple—_men, women and children, and
animals, too—than ever there have been
before in the whole history of the
world.

Just think of the millions of fighters
who have died since the World War be-
gan. Just think of the misery their
deaths have brought into millions of
homes, to fathers and mothers, to bro-
thers and sisters, to the young girls to
whom many of these fighters were to
have been married, to the many thous-
ands af children orphaned and perhaps
left desolate. Just think of the millions
who have been tortured and maimed
by those whe would almost seemed to
have incarnated just for the purpose of
hating and of rejoicing in the infliction
of pain. Think of Poland and Greece.
Think of Czechoslovakia. Think of every
countty upon which these haters have
been let lovse.
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Think of the starvation which has
come to so many. Think of the thous-
ands of families which have been torn
apart to be sent as slaves under the
most horrible conditions.

Has the world ever known such wide-
spread awfulness ?

THE MOTHER UNIVERSAL

Has the woild ever known graater
need for the Mother Whao knows the
needs of every one of Her children, to
Whaom every one of Her children is
infinitely dear, Who cherishes and cares
for every one tenderly? So great is
She that She is able to bless and indeed
to comfort alt who are afflicted. How
wonderful is this great teuth | What an
avalanche of gratitude should rise up to
Her as in these times She forgets none
who need Her, makes Her glorious
Presence feit by all, and perhaps is
even seen by some who have the
eyes to see Her, for She is a Person
Who can be seen.

Perhaps thelives of many of us are easy
and without much in the way of hardship
or affliction. So we imagine we do not
need to think of any of these wonder-
ful Helpers. So we forget Them. They
do not seem to be necessary to our
happiness. Yet | am very sure that the
millions of those who have suffered and
who are suffering—for us be it remem-

. "’MPGF}'}' ave felt the haaling sclace of
s i :‘3&»& er of Them, and certainly
;. of Oner is the mighty Mother of
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Her children who are in the throes of
death, so that if possible they smile as
they die, for Her blessing is making
their passing happy, and She shows
them that they have not to lose those
whom they love or who are their
friends. It is with those to whom some
sudden and unexpected disaster comes,
some accident, some grave and seri-
ous illness. It is with the suffering
animal no fess than with the suffering
hurman being.

A mystery all this. How can it be
possible ?

{ think we gain a littte glimpse
of the reality of this inconceivable
Motherhood as we think of Her and
as we remember Her on special days.
such as the Festival of the Annun-
ciation, for She sheds Her benediction
upon those who gather togather to
lift their eyes up unto Her and they
cannot fail to be changed, at all events
for the tima being, and probably they
are never quite the same again. Some.
what of an ecstacy pervades them.
They become lifted out of themselves,
out of their ordinary and everyday
selves, for they have becorne just for
a moment enveloped in Her effulgent

Light.

A WONDERFUL REMEM-
BRANCE

This is what happened to us all as
we sat near the Buddhist Shrine at
Adyar and listened to Rukmini Devi
as she spoke of tHer. And once
again we remembered Her, we rerem-
bered all that wa are to Her. And

we remembered how wonderful the
remembrance is,

_ Remembrance is not easy, for we
live such unremembering livks, so
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unramembering of all that is great and
wonderful,

In our childhood we soon forgat the
heaven world whence wa have come,
In our youth we soon forget all the
wonders which so beautifully belong to
childhoed, In our middle age we
forget our childhood and our youth,
too. And only when we grow old
does memory really begin to funciion,
not about the things which do not
matter._as for these we say our
memory is growing worse and worse,
but about the wonderful things which
make life wonderful if only we could
realize it. Perhaps the heaven which

is coming to us casts its radiance ahout
us as we draw near to it.

But if only childhood could remember
more than it does | If only youth could
remembar more than it does! If only
middle age were not so forgetful |

Let us learn to remember, and above
all Thase Whose lives are consecrated
to our wellbeing, as we should be
consecrated to Their service. And
Whem should we remember more than
the Exquisite Jewel in Their midst !

Gorged Lcerestale

The Future ot Bharata Natya

F all the different arts, the dance

has been the first expression of

man, tor the spint of movement in
terms of rhythm is a natural instinct in
human nature. But it is also one of
the most difficult of the arts, for while
it is an art of the physical body, vet is
it an art through which one must trans-
cend the physical, and only when this
is achieved can there be truly & divine
expression of man. This is the key-
note of Bharata Natya more than per-
haps any other form of dance that |
have seen, for the creation of the
Bharata Natya movement is such that
it is almost impossible for any dancer
to descend below a certain standard of
expression. {t is almost impossible
through Bharata Natya to express the

By RUKMINI DEVI

coarseness which is so easy of expres-
sion through many other forms of
dance. 1t is surely obvious that the
dance in itself has a message ta the
world just as has any philosophy, any
scripture, any religion. Bharata Natya
especially combines the perfect blend-
ing of the many arts, such as music,
vocal and instrumental, costume,
sculpture, etc.

BHARATA NATYA: ITS
DISTINGUISHING FEATURE

Its chief difference from those forms
of dancing that exist in the western
lands is that it conveys to the world a
definite and clear spiritual message ;
and through its symbolic language of
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gesture and expression a spiritual teach-
ing can be given by those in whom
dwells the dedicated spirit. It the
dancer possesies this spirit, all forms
is of dance can be channels far the
message of its spirituality, for there
an influence that comes through Beauty
which can change the wovld from coarse-
ness, from vulgarity, from ceuelty, to an
observance of the highest ideals of cul-
ture and compassion. It is because
Bharata Natya has been so scientitically
created that there is meaning in every
gesture and movement, and because it
is so intrinsically musical as rhythmic
movement that it can inspire people to
a true understanding of the meaning and
purpose of life. And even for those
who do not fully understand its technic-
alities, it sult can give them no less a
sense of beauly than would come to
them from the sight of a sunset or of
2 beautifu! mountain.

A TEMPLE DANCING

The spiritual impetus originally given
to  Bharata Natya was also the
source of the whole of classical South
Indian music and South Indian archi-
tecture, and generally 1o reverent and
aspiring worship.  Knowing this, one
does not wonder at the fact that Bharata
Matya is primarily Temple dancing, be-
cause wherever it is performed it
brings with it the Temple atmosphere,

A SPIRITUAL OFFERING

Just as in ancient timas the Temple
was the centre of all learing and of
art and culture, so must there he in
the future a definite and reverent place
found in the Temples for the arts and
culture.  As | know from experience,
only in the atmosphere of the Temple

can one really express this dance in its
truest meaning and dignity. W is a
pity that Temple dancing has became
so degraded. But let us realize that
it s not the dance that has become
degraded, but rather the ife of the
people. | look For a future whenin
india great dancers who are priests and
priestessas of Beauty will give ther
highest art in the most sacred of all
places -.the Temple.

This high purpose can only be
achieved when the audience as well as
the dancer learn to understand the
spiritual significance of Bharata Naty®.
Most dancing is solely for the pleasure
of the audience Though Bharata Naty2
is meant to give happiness to the
world, it is even more of an offering to
the Deity, and the audience should be
inspired to offer worship with the
dancer, as the dancer dances in praise

of the Lord.

THE BASIS OF INDIA'S
REVIYAL

In india there must be something
more than a mere revival of Art. There
must be a revival of spiritual values.
We cannot be artists unless we live the
tfe of the artist. We cannot dance
the dance of &ri Krishna unless we
express the spiritual significance of Sri
Krishna. We cannot portray the glory
of Sri Nataraja unless we become one
with Sri Nataraja.

One of the most hopeful signs of
the times is the fact that faith has not
heen [ost, particularly in the willages
among the so-called uneducated peo-
ple. The rajority of the women of
India stifl cherish an abiding devotion
te India’s truth, to her eternal glory,
for in India there is neither the ancient
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nar the maodern, but only the Eternal.
This devotion can be fanned through
the expression of Beauty into great
flames of spiritual aspiration. and when
the spiritual aspiration becames con-
scious and purposeful, then india’s
future is assured. To the achiavement
of this great end the art of Bharala
Natya has ever been dedicated.

As the soul of India is freed from its
imprisonment in the superficialities and
narrownesses of the modera world, 50
wil Bharatz Natya, as one of the
highest culural and spiritual expres-
sians of India, also be freed, But India’s
true freedom na less depends upon
the return of her people to her un-
dying culture.

The Poor of London

By ANNIE BESANT

{This was written by Dr. Annie Besant in 1889 immediately after she joined The
Theosophical Saciety. Cities and Towns in the countries of the world are today Un-

fortunately not far from the conditions dascri

lT s a sad and ominous fact that in

every great <ity in Chr?.?\endom
the poor and the rich are facing each
other, with a great gulf sundering them
and growing wider day by day. Obp
the one side too poor for decency, on
tha other too rich far honesty. and
betwean them an unclean stream of
hatred, jealousy and suspicion. In no
city is the contrasl more sharp, the
solution of the prablem more hopeless,
than in this metrapalis of an ever-
widenng Empire, this central heart of
our Commonwealth. . . .

Most of the careless daughters who
live at ease know not, on€ would fain
hope, ihe tragedies that are being
played daily and hourly on the stage of
the Dark Continent of the Londen of
the Poor. Did they know them, or even
glimpst their terrar, surely they would

2

bed in this articte,—Jt, Ed.].

A

rise indignant at their own ease, and
rest not. day nor night, till they had
purged themselves of the crime of
complicity in their brethren’s degrada-
tion. For the unearned wealth of the
West {End) has in it the reason for the
undeserved poverty of the East (End).
Waealth made by labour eastward is ever
flowing westward, draining away the
very life of those who produce that
others may consume. It is not charity
that the FEast End lacks; &t is not
philanthropy of the patronising that is
the one thing needful: the cry, ever
growing in volume and beginning to be
accompanied with a menacing murmur,
is for Justice.

Anyone who has studied the life of
the slums will have been struck with
two things : the inordinately high price
paid far the necessaries of life, and the
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inordinately large share of life which is
paid for the right to live at all

Three necessaries of barest human
life are shelter, warmth, food. for
each one of these the slum-dweller
pays at exceptionally high rates. and
obtains exceptionally poor value. . | |

I have in my mind's eye at the
moment a narrow alley, with some
eight or nine houses on each side, sach
room containing a family, and at tha
end of the alley one common closet for
all—.men and women, girls and boys.
A woman stitching away at a sack at
her door—sixpence for twenty, each
having a seam down one side and at
the bottom and a hem round the top
told me that in summer the atmosphere
of the alley was so intolerable that its
inhabitants would run down to the
wider street at the end for 2 breath of
air. Imagine them, sweltering under
an August sun, with the air heavy with
miasmic odaurs, suffocating over the
sixpence-for-twenty sacks, and losing
the fraction of a penny as they run to
the street for a gasp of cleaner air, . . .

The model dwellings of which there
is so much talk— philanthropy at four
per cent interest on capital investad —
are better as to cleanliness and sanita-
tion than the slums, but are mournfully,
inexpressibly dreary, The stone pass-
ages, the hundreds of steps, the doors
all of a pattern, the landings all exactly
similar, are of maddening monoteny.
They strike cold as a gaol, unhomelike
as 3 workhouse. The gin-palace must
gleam with a fifty-fold attraction for the
melancheoly inhabitants of these tambs.
) feel sometimes, if | have need ta
clamber up these weary staircases, that
if | could only put a four per cent,
philanthropist to live in one for a week,

| should have deserved well of my
country.

As the poor are heavily taxed in the
rents they pay for wretched accom-
modation, so are they heavily taxed for
warmth and food. Buying coal by the
sack, tea by the ounce. they pay far
more in proportion than do those who
buy their commodities in larger quanti-
ties. If coal rises but a few pence per
ton, a halfpenny or 3 penny is added
to the hundredweight, which is the
extent of the poor man's purchase. It
tea is a trifle dearer, a farthing is added
to the ounce that the needlewoman
buys to flavour her hot water. . . .

Let it be remembered also that
the quality of fuel and food is often as
defective as the price is high, Faded
vegetables, stale fish, meat on the verge
of becoming tainted, innutritious bread,
may be seen at evary turn in the slum
quarters. Let some fine West End lady
go inte an East End cookshep, especial-
ly in the evening, and eating will seem
repulsive for a fortaight. Let her pause
by a fried fish shop and breathe the
air laden with the scent of rancid oil
which has browned many Ffishes, and
she will obtain fresh ideas of the possi-
bilities of nastiness in human diet. And
then let her glance at the faces of the
slum-dwellers, with the lines that telf of
starvation and the colour that speaks
of unwholesome nourishment, and the
sight of her own dinner-table will be as
a reproach for many a day to come.

A large number of the inhabitants of
our slums live by casual labour, at the
docks, in the markets, anywhere that
there is a chance of a job. The strong
drift dockwards and | have seen the
gaunt shivering crowd gathered round
the dockgate in the grey of the winter's

N
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morning, watching with hungry eyes for
the ‘ganger’ who might take them on
for a job. Sometimes the strife for
work has been so bitter and so fierce
-—tor work means bread for the bairns
walling in the fireless garret—as men
fight to get to the front, pushing the
weaker aside and trampling them under-
foot, climbing over each other's should-
ers, that arms have heen broken in the
crush, and strong men have fainted
under the pressure. . . .

The women add to the family ex-
cheguer by taking in washing and going
out to wash and to clean, by working
in match and other factorias. by making
matchboxes or sacks at home, and by
the thousand and one other ways in
which an honest penny may be earned.
The home trades are the worst paid and
the most hopeless in every way, from
the impossibility of organising those
employed in them . . . They do stop-
work st varying prices, which just pay
the rent and give them tea and bread,
with perhaps a relish of red herring now
and again, if they work sixteen, seven-
teen, eighteen hours a day. In factories
they make matches, roll cigarettes,
cover jampots, pull fur, make ropes,
stitch trousers, do an endless variety of
useful things. that are all alike in one
thing, however multifarious in appear-
ance, that they give a bare subsistence

for tong exhausting fabour, so0 that life
passes in the effort to live.

And this is the fate of thousands; of
hundreds of thousands, of these we
call our brothers and sisters. while the
gay world dances along its life and
measures its days by its amusements.
Yet things cannot always be thus. As
education spreads, poverty becomes
articulate, and not only knows it suffers,
but understands why its life is one long
martyrdom. Every child we train in the
schools goes forth as a messenger of
change, a change which will be per-
manent and thorough because it comes
from within outwards, because the
mind is educated before the body is
relieved. School and slum cannot co-
exist ; the one must destroy the ather,
and every school that springs up in the
dark places of our city is a beacon light”
towards the haven whither we must
guide our ships. And i this work, as
in all, the principle of Brotherhood
must be our stay: Brotherhood that
will not rest until the wounds of our
civilization are staunched : Brotherhood
that will parder the long injustice for
the sake of the present love ; Brother-
hood that, penitent in the rich, for-
giving in the poor, will clasp hands cver
the grave of a buried wrang, and open
the gateway of the nobler world in
which man shall make all things new.

Keep your own ldeals lofty, while you keep your judgments

of others charitable.

~—ANNIE BESANT



Economic Reconstruction:

A Theosophical View

II

THE SOUL OF
RECONSTRUCTION

CONOMIC freedom is demanded
today by most of the social re-
formers —from the reddest communist
to the most colourless social democrat.
There is nothing new to say that econc-
mic freedom must be granted ta the
people it we are to find a solution of
ecenomic problems.  But it is here
that Theosophists have to sound a
warning. Economic freedom alone will
not do, for economic freedam is only
the outer form while the awakening of
life slowly to the level of intuitive con-
,sciousness is the soul of all social recon-
struction today. The former without
the latter will remain body without the
soul and will defeat the very purpose
of progress. Just as religious freedam
without the awakening of mind would
result in moral degradation, just es
political freedom without the awakening
of a sense of social responsibility would
result in personal domination, in the
same way economic freadom without
the awakening of a spiritual sense is
bound te result in social destruction.
It is not contended that economic frea-
dom cannot be granted till the com-
mon mass of humanity has risen to the
leval of intuition or till every human
baing has realised himself as a spiritual
entity. Humanity advances not by the
action of its masses, it progresses on-
ward because of the action of its few
idealists and its more-than-average indi-
viduals. It is these latter that must

By ROHIT MEHTA

rise to a new level of consciousness,
that must begin to know themselves as
spirtual  beings and emphasize the
spiritual nature of man in all their work
for human betterment. While the
leaders of public opinion strive for the
futfilment of econamic freedom, they
must put before people the spiritual
side of man so that even common
mass of humanity while warking for
ecanomic freedom may not do so by
shutting out their spiritual natures. F
man's spirtuality be not emphasized
today in our schemes of econamic
reconstruction, ecanamic freedom is
bound to be a socially destructive force.
Ecanomic freadam cannot be esta-
blished 50 long as man sees no further
than his economic nature. Ecanomic
freedom gained by economic animals
wilt mean a civilization of rank material-
ism. Economic freedom given to peo-
ple slowly realizing their spiritual na-
tures will mean a civilization marching
steadily in the direction of Brotherhood.
The French Revolution failed because
political liberty was emphasised to the
detriment of social fraternity. In the
Russian Revolution social equality has
totally eclipsed man's spirituality. No
scheme of economic reform can be
said to be fundamentally sound today
so long as it considers man only as an
ecaonomic animal.

ECONOMIC FREEDOM

Judging from this standard, all
schemes of econamic reconstruction,
whether ultra-radical or rank conser-
vative, share this defect in common,
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namely, their economic freedom is not
for the service of the spiritual in man,
rather their economic freedom is for
the gratification of the economic animal.
Look at all modern revolutionary propa-
ganda and you will find that the ap-
peal for economic freedom is made to
the ecenomic nature of man. All
schemes for the betterment of man-
kind must be based on the under-
standing of man and his nature. And
the special contribution of Theosophy
to the problems of the world is this
~--that it brings the full understanding
of man and calls upon social re-
formers to base their reconstruction
on that understanding. Qur work as
Theosophists is to see that recon-
structed forms of society subserve newly
awakened levels of individual consci-
ousness. We as Theosophists stand
certainly today for economic freedom,
but we stand for that Freedom which
subserves the unfoldig spiritual nature
of man. We can never he a party
to that scheme of economic freedom
which does not recognize man's in-
herent spirituality and which refuses to
recognize the spiritual rights of man.
That the lower must subserve the higher
is the fundamenta! ptinciple which Theos-

ophy gives bath for individual as well as -
soctal reconstruction. It is because of

this that we Theasophists are misunder-
stood by the world, for we are con-
sidered visionaries, people with no
practical insight into the ways and the
problems of the world. We work in
all ages for the subjective level of
human censciousness, for that principle
in man which is the next higher in his
evolutionary plan; while social refor-
mers of the werld work for the existing
level bf human consciousness, for that

principle on which humanity stands at a
particufar leval. This is the great differ-
ence 3o far as our work is concerned and
if that is properly grasped, the world's
misunderstanding will not deter us from
the fulfilment of our own dharma. We
must help all idealists of the world who
are planning for the reconstruction of
sacial forms but never at the expense
of that particular mission of ours which
is to draw humanity nearer to its next
higher level of conscicusness. The
Theosophical stand with regard to
modern schemes of economic recon-
struction has been very beautifully
given to us by our great leader,
Dr. Besant :

' Just as every socialist declares that
politics alone are utterly insufficient to
make a happy and prosperous nation
just as he truly says that economics
must be rightly understood and rightly
applied, and that without that an under-
standing  and application of political
reforms must fail and crumble—so |
believe that economics alone are not
enough to make a nation prosperous
and free. Important as economics may
be and are, behind economics lie men
and women, and unless these men and
women are trained into a noble hum-
anity, economic schemes will fail as
hopelessly as any political scheme can
possibly do.”

A NEW HUMANITY

And so our work of training men and
women inte noble humanily is a part
and a very important part of our work
for the economic and _social recon-
struction of the world. This work must
go on unabated even while we plunge
ourselves in the work of reconstituting
the outer forms of society on the basis

~
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of economic freedom. We will awaken
humanity to their sense of inherent
spirituality by the spread of Theosophy,
by bringing more and more people
under the influence of Theosophical
idealism, by training pecple to respond
to the Truths of Life which medern
Theosophy places before us for our ex-
amination and experimentation. We
must carry on this wark as vigorousiy
and as efficiently as possible for that is
the soul of all social reconstruction and
our contribution to the economic salva-
tion of humanity.

Now the next question for us to
consider is : What constitutes economic
freedom ? But before we discuss that
one point must be mentioned and that
is just as economic freedom cannot be
considered sound without the recogni-
tion of man's spiritual rights. in the
same way this ecanomic freedom can
never be regarded as truly progressive
it its acquisition means denial of political
and religious freedom. It is said that
Soviet Russia has granted economic
freedom to its people; but this free-
dom has been given by denying politi-
cal and religious freedom to the eco-
nomically emancipated masses. Econe-
mic freedem must mean a guarantee

to safequard existing refigious and -

political freedom on the one hand;
and recognition of spiritual rights on
the other. All schemes of economic
reconstruction should be re-oriented in
accordance with this principle. All
dictatorial and revolutionary methods
of economic reconstruction are based
on a denial of religious and political
freedom an the one hand and on the
non-recognition of the spiritual rights
of man on the other, And hence the
need for Theosophists to give a correct

lead in the matter. Life is organic and
the body politic of society cannot be
improved in health by impairng the
health of some parts of the body for
the sake of improving the one single
organ. We stand for the toning up of
the whole body and not for dressing a
part here and a part there leaving the
rest of the body to suffer. Health
means wholeness and hence our attitude
to the economic problem is from the
standpoint of the whale. And so our
economic freedom must include all the
existing freedoms in the sphere of
religion and politics so that all the three
may subserve the spiritual demands of
man. There is and will be much in
common between us and other idealists
of the world with regard to the ques-
tion of economic freedom, but on the
question of the recognition of the
spititual rights of man we practically
stand alone and we have to zealously

quard this fortress against all the
attacks of the world.

RIGHT ECONOMICS

Bad economic organisations of to-
day have created the problems of
poverty. unemployment, abolition of
steady family lfe for large masses
of people, instability of political institu-
tions, constant warfare between differ-
ent classes in saciety, destruction of
arts and crafts due to huge mass pro-
ductions and a materialist bias for all
expressions of human life. It is by
aconomic freedom that all these pro-
blems will be solved. It means that we
must rebuild society on economics of
plenty rather than on economics of
scarcity, as is the case today, Economic
freedom is possible today because pro-
duction is no longer scarce. it has
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pecome plentiful.  And if only we can
reconstitute  society on the basis of
cconomic freedom, all this plenty will
be harnessed to human welfare. This
economic freedom does not mean
equal distribution of wealth ; it means
equitable distribution not only of'weakth,
but of leisure, of social functions, of
civic rights, of natural resources, of cul-
tural facilities, and last but not the least
of opportunities for spiritual unfold-
ment. Schemes of Economic Recon-
struction must include equitable distri-
pution of all these. [t wil mean a
supply of necessaries to all before the
providing of luxuries to a few by a
gradual socialisation of land and public
atility services. will rmean a reduction
i hours of wark for all rather than
forced-unemployment for 2 few by
ever-widening use of technical skill. It
will mean a redefinition of the functions
of all social classes so that no class
encroaches upon the spheres af
others. It will mean establishment
of Economic Parliaments in addition
to Political Assemblies, for organising
planned economic activities of a nation
eliminating waste due to cut-throat
competitions. 1t will mean creation
of an International Authority to direct
financial policies for all nations of the
world and to control natural resources
in the interests of humanity. It will
mean wide distributing of the means
of cultural recreation through cu_ltural
commissions and associations with a
view to educating people as regards
best use of their ever-increasing leisure
hours. 1t will mean training 2 baqd 'of
selfless workers who renounce their in-
dividual happinesses in arder that society
may enter into 3 Kingdom of Peace
and Joy. who having reached a'hlgher
level of consciousness In their own

P L
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individual lives ever strive at releasing
the spiritual natures of humanity. It is
thraugh continuous efforts in thesedirec-
tions that an Era of Ecanomic Freedom
based on a recegnition of the Spiritual
Rights of man could be established. But
this Freedom cannot be pushed from
below ; it must descend from above. It
will come by appeal to the higher natures
of humanity and not by stimulating their
lower ones. We appeal to the econo-
mically-well-placed in life to sacrifice
their Juxuries that others may have.
their necessities, In the self-sacrifice
of the strong lies the true protection
of the weak. And so the responsibility
far all social change belongs to the
strong, both econemically and spiritually.
In hurnan history, revolutions have hap-
pened because the strong have failed
in their social duties, for the weak rise
in revolt only when suffering by revolu-
tion is less than suffering by submission,
Let us not force the weak and the poor
to that desperate point. [t is for the
spiritually stronger and wiser to assume
this leadership of .the movement for
economic freedom and bring, about a
harmonious adjustment of social forces.
And while we do this, our efforts must
ceaselessly be directed to the awaken-
ing of a new level of consciousness in
an ever-increasing number of indivi-
duals, to the training of noble human-
ity ; for in this training alone lies the
real solution of all our problems. Mr.
Jinarajadasa truly says

“We must plan to create the new
humanity of intuition, for it is they who
will create the perfectly organised
world, where all men and women will
have not only what they need of food
and clothing and hausing, but also op-
portunities for self-expression and for
discovering life in its beauty and dignity."”



SARAH'S ALPHABET . 87 .

Readers of " The Young Citizen " will be intarested in the fallowing literary 5. s my S'St?rs ‘.'Vhom seldom _l see,
compasition by the youngest of our contributors, Miss Sarah Palmer. wheo is only for they live in a land far distant from me. .
90 years old! Light-heartedness and age are often said to ge il together ; but here T. Tea is the beverage we often do drink,
we have the maturity ot age and wisdam, expressing themselves in artistic fineness but coffee is nicer some people do think. J/
and remarkably youthtul and joyaus spirit.—[§t, Ed.] U. is for united, a condition of use, .
° when we wish for reform of any abuse. N\ 4 '
V. s Viela who surely loves me, 'b! Y
A. was an apple, as round as a ball, she sends me good reading for my i:rignds here to see’ A3
and A is the autumn when apples do fall. W. s dear doctor. for shortness called Will, :
B.  was the baker who made us our bread, we ali lived together on top °_f a hifl.
and B is the bookshelf with books | have read X. is the end of most words for its use,
C. was the county in which | was born, | cannot herg use it, pleas_e except this excuse,
and C is the coffee | drink every morn, Y. s for years, in my age quite a few, '
D was a donkey who knew how ta bray. ninety in years which is more than with you'!
and D was his driver who fed him with hay. Z. s for zeal at the enld_ of th|s paper,
E. was an emerald of beautiful green, perhaps you will call it a silly old caper . . . .
and E was an ear-ring in which it was seen. — 5 E. PALMER
F. was a fox who lived in a hole,
s and F the poor fowls that nightly he stole.
- was the garden we tended with care,
it gave for our labour most excellent fare. Indla a]_’]_d Her Art
H. was the happiness we had when together,
we often played games in the hause in bad weather. By C. JINA RAJADASA
I isfor India, a land that | love,
I hope | shall live there till | journey above. {(From the Notes of an unrevised talk)
J. Jay is my brother and Vicla his trou, . , ) S
I wish 1 could see them in their auto just now, LL Indian civilization has a special ~ moulding of the proportions is wrong.
K. is my karma, [ have quite a lot, emphasis on the Idea as existing Sometnmes_you will find an artist who i
I'll try to get over the worst | have got. above the Farm. Al the time we are  well and h_'9h|y trained in the methods
L. is the labour we all have to give, striving to go behind the Form to the  and technique of the West, but he
if we wish that in comfort we always shall live, Formiess. Since that is a characteristic  brushes them all aside to come to
M. is for Martha who wrote me letter, of our religion and our philosophy, ob-  the idea. While there is defect in
and put her love in it which made me feel better. viously that will also characterize art and ~ Form, he can show you something
N. s for nothing | have here to say, you will find that those ideas do indeed  that is behind the Form. Because of
about all the world's troubles we hear of teday. underlie the manifestations of art. This  that you have a kind of delight in the
O. is for Orient, the place where | five, is the land where we talk of the great  unseer. He js thinking more of sug-
this is the best verse | at present can give. Breath, which breathing, dreaming, gesting the unseen than by revealing
P.  is for PALMER, my name as you know. makes all things live. Also the great the seen, whereas the Greeks, for in.
| surely will keep it while living below ! universe is a dream of Brahma. stance, tried to reveal the archetypes
Q. s for quiet, without too much noise, o The Indian artist is striving to go be-  in  the things beautiful below. The
we seldom can find it where there are young boys, hind the Form to the Idea. You will Indian artist is all the time leading your
R.  were two rosas that grew on a tree,

two pretty red roses for you and for me.
56 ‘

often note if yau take a carving or paint-
ing by an Indian artist that the form is
defeczive; the anatomy is wrong ; the

imagination away from the world of
miya, hawever beautiful it may be, to
that other land.
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We do not talk about art, but art
exists. Go into any poor man’s home
and you will find art in the very utensils
he uses—so many little things are
beautiful. The whole warld will come to
the epoch where there will be no lec-
tures on art but just art. On the Indian
side the delight is in the formless
rather than in farm.

Then we have Mchamedan stream
coming in and there you have a
delight in the form. There is a rhythm
everywhere ; the artist feels that. 3o
does he give that rhythm in scrolis, in
designs. in flowers, all the time trying
to manifest in exquisite things some-
thing of the beauty that is about. He
too is the artist, but he is trying to
appeal to the objective side of your
consciousness. He wants to produce
the world, not in terms of a mirror of
things ; he is again appealing to your
imagination but not to your meditative
quiet subjective imagination, but far
more to your objective imagination.
You have in lslam the art which is very
much the complerment of the Hindu.
That is why we have such exquisite
things in which we can delight at
Agra, Madura. The Hindu artist is
trying to reveal the |dea. Because of
the power of the imaginaticn, he wants
the hardest stone in which to sculpture,
sa he chooses granite. The Mcham-
medan wants the softer marble in
which to reveal the curves in his deli-
cate tracerias, These two blending
together slowly are creating a con-
sciousness of art among the Indians
which will be ane of the mest beautiful
things of the future.

There are also two torms of consci-
ousness recognized in the West, William

James showed humanity as of two types
_—the Tough-minded and the Tender-
minded : that there are a certain number
of people who are all the time gaing out,
who are the extroverts, whose consci-
ousness is turned outwards, and they
are the * tough-minded”’ who want
all the time to be practical, to grasp
all things useful, who say “what can !
make of it?" Then there are the in-
troverts who turn inwards, * tender-
minded,”’ with an attitude of dispassion
away from the world.  Therefore, they
are more concerned with the ldea.
There are the matter-mongers who
deal with matter and try to force
matter to reveal the Idea and the idea-
mongers who seek without in any
way trying to force mattet to shape
itself to try to understand the ldea.

In India today these two are inter-
twined—you cannot blend the two but
you can intertwine, you can bring about
a new understanding of the Divine and
it is where both matter and the ldea
are intertwined, and in India today you
can see the intertwining. | hope the in-
tertwining can take place everywhere.
We shali be both tender-minded and
tough-minded for the purpases of art.
I hope in every country this intertwin-
ing in art will take place. In the West
the emphasis is ot Form though now
there is dawning a new emphasis on
the Idea. Most western people are
completely tired of the emphasis on
form. Hence those who have these
new forms or mades of art—Impres-
stonistic, Cubistic, etc. 1 look torward
to the tirne when in art you shall have
once again a revelation of the great
factors of life, that all the universe is
an intertwining of Matter and of Life,
of Form and the Formless, '

The Gafne of Life

|The following is reproduced from

. By HENRY C. SAMUEL

The Game of Life, an accasional paper on

subjects of timely interest adited and published by Henry €, Samuel].

DEOPLE generally belittle certain
ancient practices which are no
mare. Let us take, for example, the
animal sacrifices of old, in the varicus
nations including Judea, and such sacri-

- fices stil prevail to some extent in

some parts of the world. But what is
that compared with the superstition
that animal flesh is needed as human
food, for it is amply proven that the
various foods from the vegetable
domain are not only really whalesome,
but also most nourishing and sustaining.
These include the many nut meats,
roct and surface vegetables and their
facts, lequmes, fruits and greens. Also
eqgs and milk foods which so many
people living on natural foods use.

All the slaughter of the sacrifices
throughout the ages is, as the saying
goes, “a drop in the bucket™ com-
pared to the butchery and sin of killing
for so-called human food. That goes
on unceasingly with its depressing ador
of putrefaction, and disease-breeding
conditions, within human beodies as
well as in the very air and atmosphere
in which all rmust share. Wherein is the
comrnon sense ? '

* » *

Sport: This is a name for trye honar
and glory, and of course the many fine
sports are most beneficial to health
and wel being, to natural beauty and
warthy physical and moral culture. It
would take pages to name many of the
fine and worthy sports of indoor and

in the open, which included also the
creditable national games, as baseball,
socker, skiing and others.

Sport is the play of life that life may
be more abundant and beautiful. Sport
involves a just and upright appreciation
of merit, integrity and honor, and rightly
are people honored for their fine sports-
manship in life. But how can hunting
or the killing of animals, or the torture
of animals in cruel contests, all of
which are done mainly for a supposed
fun, to satisfy the coarsest emotions—
how can such things be called sport ?
Those horrid practices have nothing
in common with honoured '~ Sport ™.
Even primitive people hunt and fish
purely for food, though perhaps there
may be some exceptions.

There is neither fun, benefit, nor satis-
faction in kiling, and it has no relation
to the blessings of true and beautiful
sport. Yes, there is a fine sport in the
fields. waters and forests which is most
worthy and beneficent, and that is to
make friends with the animals in their
domain. It takes the sportsmanship
of real manhood and womanhood to
do that, and that is much, much more
than merely fun. Happily, that, teo, is
being done.

% " "

Furs: Warm clothing is of course
imperative, especially in cold regions.
Then, also, as long as animals are slain
for food, it is reasonable that the bi-
products-—the hides—should be made
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use of for good purposes, clothing,
[eather, etc. But to resort to merciless
trapping and the grass selfishness that
goes into that industry for clething is
just beyond reasoning. Very few peaple
know of the ageny and horror that the
average fur garment embodies, and
some ladies even wear furs in the
summer, as * summer furs,”

Now, to thosa who can really see
and admire beautiful clothing, and there
are many such people though they
cannot say much, anirmal furs which are
generally obtained through horrible
ungodly means are about the most un-
beautiful garments human beings can
waar.  In these days especially there
are ample woolens and fabricated furs
for various climates that are bath warm
and really beautiful—by far better and

P Higers animal furs. Then, toa, to
- 5 Fuy o 5 . . .
e ‘f"w beautiful birds for their
7 3" feathe worn in hats, and to
2 wear such ers with any sense of

be the last word in

Last, buyf At least, there is the
practica gf yivikection, and the terrible
cruglties therdof.  Vivisection is to cut,

m,\"ﬂﬁ"‘g , scald, electrocute, starve
dim many other ways torture and
operate an live animal for the purpose
of so called scientific investigation.
Those aperations and experiments must
generally be performed in full consci-
ousness, nat only because in many ex-
periments the animals cannot be an-
aesthetized, as for example in the case
of starving animals, suffocations, or
other such ungoedly things, but also be-
cause animals generally cannot endure

PO

an anaesthetic for very long, and would
die under the ghastly operations or ex-
periments. The faithful dog is the most
popular victm of those crimes, but
throngs of other animals suffer the
sarne fate.

There may be a number of such ex-
periments that do not affect the ani-
mals very badly, but most oftan vivi-
section experiments are most hideous

and cruel, in fact, unmentionable, and )

the uselessness of the entire practice
of vivisection is attested not only by
many earnest and learned investigators
in the laity but indeed also by many
doctors who rank high in the science of
medicine and the art of healing. Read-
ers will be gladly referred to such
sources of information. Noted doctors
refer ta vivisection as not really a part
of medical science. Vivisection is a
parasite of medicine, indulged in by
hardened so-called scientists wha may
even enjoy the sensation of such ghastly
work, the same operations being done
over and over again.

Commonsense also tells very plainly
and upholds the great adage that '* No
good can come out of evil” It is
simply too ridiculous for wards that we
can sow torture, and reap benefit, or
that humans have a right to be such
things because the animals are readily
overpowared. Indeed, if it were sO.
then might is right, which it is Dot
Else it is proper to steal as long as U’"F
thief is not caught. But every_thlef_ is
caught in the end, and likewise
humanity pays dearly for vivisection.
Rightly does Dr. Besant say : “if vivi.
section were as useful as it is useless
the righteous man and the righteous
woman would refuse to benefit by it.”

— _ N — e e &
- T Printed and published by C. Subbarayudu, at the Vasanta Fress, Adyar, Madras.
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YOUTH AND THE SPIRIT OF RELIGIOi\T '

THE following remarks given during the
discussion period at the -last Annual
Conference of the London Youth Com-
mittee, were recently sent to Mr. Cook,
National President "of the American
Section of The Theosophical Society.
The subject of the canference was *'The
Service of Youth: Religion” and the
speaker, Bishop of Willesden, Mr. Jina-
rajadasa writes to Mr. Cook.

" was in the audience and went just
to listen. As others were speaking after
the Bishop, on Religion——there ware
two other topics with Lord Somers the
Chief Scout on Leisure and some big
man Sir somebody on Employment—-1
get wound up a bit at the fatuity of
the remarks_the need to tel) youth of
God's love and forgiveness, ‘ete. Of
course the Bishop and the others
thought only of working class youth
who here are definitely a lower grade
of ego than the upper classes, As the
place was the Landon County Counil,
they had relays of stenographers, and
t did not expect to be taken down.”

Mr. C. Jinarajadasa (during discussion) .

“Mr. Chairman, may |, as one having
some experience of the youth of lndia
and of several ' countries of South
America, mentian that youth in the main
wants religion, but not your religion or
mine. That is to say, we have been such
feeble examples of the religion we have
professed that they do not pay much
attention to our declaration of what

religion is.  Yat they have a daep spirit
towards a larger sense of humanity,
which is manitesting itself in the world
today. Through the cinema, through
literature, through all kinds of influence
which are inseparable frem education
taday, the youth of the world is begin-
ning to live in a larger imagination that
criticizes most of us wha are its elders.
They are working for a certain type of
world unity which in the main the reli-
gions have not yet found they can give.
They want to have brought out of
themselves a certain creative quality.
They feel the larger life, and they want
to feel it especially in the forms of art.
In the forms of art, of poetry, of the
drama, and of the dance in various
forms which once upen a time were
closely sllied to the spirit of religion,
these young people feel today that
there is a possibility of religion coming
back in a new form. | feel that if we
are to help youth with religion we must
change our religion; each one of us
needs to incorporate. into our religion
that larger spirit of the warld which is
being brought about in the world today
by this wer, We must go forth to meet
the youth of the new world. We are

" living too much in the world. | belisve

each religion can produce what youth
needs, but we must fook into the pro-
blem and recognize that youth dees not
want all the aspects of the old forms
of religions to which wa have been tied
up till now."
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Every child comes with the message that
God is not yet discouraged of man.

-~RABINDRANATH TAGORE




WAKE UP, INDIA

Hark | the tramp of marching numbers,
India waking from her slumbers,
Calls us to the fray.
Not with weapons sleughter dealing,
Not with blood her triumph sealing,
But with peace-bells loudly pealing,
Dawns her Freedom's Oay.

Justice it her huckler stainlass,
Argument her rapier painless,
Truth her pointed lance.
Hark | her song to heaven ringing,
Hatreds all behind her flinging,
Peace of and joy to all she's bringing,
Love her shining glance.

Mother Dear! all victorious,

Thou hast seen vision glorious,
Dreamt of Liberty.

Now the vision has its ending

In the truth, all dreams transcending,

Hope and fact together blending,
Frae from sea to sea

By thy plains and snow-clad mountains,

By thy streams and rushing fountains,
By Himalayan heights.

By the past of splendid story,

By the hopes of future glory,

By the strength of wisdom hoary.
Claim thy sacred Rights.
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IT is sometirme sinca | have written
for THE YOUNG CITIZEN for | am
one of those who wait for inspiration
both for writing and for speaking.
Inspiration cannot be ordered, but on
the other hand it is always there and
when there is too much it is equally
a barrier, for one does not dare to
interrupt one’s thoughts and imaginings
by fiung them on paper. At no time
in the history of the world could there
have been so much room for action
and such possibilities to ascend into
heights as there are today. Yet one
sees young people who carry on from
morning till night with their usua_l e
cupations of work and leisure. Leisure
for them results in futile talking. No
matter which individual one may talk
to. one gets the feeling that each one
believes that the world could be saved
i# only either God or Government
would listen to him. There is much
talk about Education and 1 cannot help
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The Crow's Nest

feeling that there should be a body
of idealists and workers who teach the
young what to do when they are out
of schools and coiieges. Day after
day one sees a thousand things hap-
pening and |, for one. wish that | had
twenty-four hours more in the day and
an equal proportion of added physical
energy to work along so many lines.
Yet | have myself been guity of in-
action during the last few months
though somehow my work has gane on.
i+ & 31

Two mare young pupils of Kala-
kshetra. Shrimati Sarada and Shrimati
Lalitha, have been dancing beautifully.
Classes have been going on happily
with the help of a2 new lady teacher.
Shrimati Radha has been giving many
recitals. The clasing function of the
Besant Theosophical Society was one
of the best functions | have had for
a long time. lady Hope catne and
presided after having had a quiet tea
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with me. She certainly is a very
charming person. and so popular with
everyone, for she is simple and un-
assuming. In fact one forgets that
she is Governor's wife. Har speech
was simple and friendly. This js her
fourth visit to us, though this is the
first public ane. Tiny children danced
under the tree very skillfully. There
was a most beautfu atmesphere and
| am happy that our School-teachers,
children, and the Headmaster are all so
fine.

Then came one of the mast im-
Portant functions which was also very
fine and happy —the Annfversary Day
celebration of Dy Swaminatha lyer.
. C. Srinivasa lyengar, a most cuitured
and learned person presided. He was
a friend of the late Dy Swaminatha
lyer and represents the Madura Tamil
angam, a foremost institution in
South India. The function was inspiring
and though far months it has been
my wish soon to start the publication
of Kamba Ramayanam, so beautifully
prepared by the late Dr. Swaminatha
lyer, the final decision was made the
next day after the meeting to start
the work immediately,

In the meanwhile it

though the Siraman; Course in music

might have to pe dropped awing to
fany restrictions plaged upon us by
the Lnversiys

: We are st awaiting a
reply wﬁic_‘i{”rﬂw i
fayetiiable (3 ps*

A

ear is likely to he
)

ith all this wark

blications, the

r activities, |

L work is not

L Since writing this, | ) & definitely haard
from the Madras t;ﬁz&r? el

Music College, and\ wt
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growing. In fact | am frightened lest
it may grow bayond my capacity, for,
even as it is, | pray to God every day
that some help will come both finan-
cially and in the farm of helpers. In
spite of all this | have felt inactive,
for every plan | have made, every
programme  of tours, dance recitals
etc., for which | prepared feverishly
had to be abandened at the last
minute.  Young musicians have come
and gone as never before, frightened
at the prospect of singing for dance
rectals!| NMow | have decided to train
children and educate them only in this
art, so that | can help them to have
the right attitude.
s 2 n

Those one has trained and helped
for years seem to be leaving me for
other occupations and so one bagins
all over again. Perhaps this is the
karma for pioneer wark and far having
ideals. In the meanwhile there is
around us continued suffering and
trouble— problems of women, children,
poer peopple, animals, of politics, of
education, etc. In India today there
is unhappiness in the Indian home,
where even so-called cultured pesple
are consciously and unconseiously
making the lives of women miserable,
There are still schools where children are
Punished, that is what Igatha from the
stories | hear from our school-children.
It is heartbreaking to think that pecpla
have not yet changed. There is no
need to talk of the poor. It is known
everywhere that it is they who suffer
most. The animals ? We have not even
awakened to the idea that they need
thinking about or working for. Even
" educated "' people crowd into ahorse-
carriage and smilingly ride abong as the

3!
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rse is beaten on its way to
f}?:i: (I;Zstination. Perhaps these
thoughts crowd in upon one as the
Vaishakh Full Moon is near—the Day of
the Lord Buddha, the Day sacred to all
Buddhists and Theosophists.
& *»
has mow come and gone
an:;lrhien r[r);ymeditation i think of HllmHas
the beautiful Friend of all Sur‘eldy q:l
knows the suffering of the Wc:\r ; ar;f
surely He will help. Th_e w ge of
Indiz ought to be Buddhist today

»

rather there need have been no’
Buddhism if all Hindus had accepted
Hm. | oaly pray that soon we may
recognize Him, so that his Compassion
may spread through all our work and
lives, Nothing can save the World
but this' spirit and if one can share
with Him in a small way His Cause,
then everything else is worth throw-
ing away.

Bkl Devi .

The Highest Atftribute of Culture

By RUKMINI DEVI

fUnrevised Notes of a Talk)

KARMA EOR THE FUTURE
HERE are ane or two ideas that
i feel particularly the young
people of the world can and should
i ractice. A
pu}:ilrztoc’:f all, thase of us who believe
in a warld that includes the past, t}}e
present and the future, in 2 \_Algfd
which cannot discard responsibility
either for the past or the futun_‘e, we
see what is happening today is the
result of the karma of the past of every
nation. What is happening today |:
also creating karma for the future o
the world. What we have to realllze
is that we must try to create right
karma for the future, so that the future
shall Have no war, but rather that the
future will*have a lasting peace.

You may ask, “How are we to
create such karma ? 7 ) quite agree with
what every reformer has said, that there
should be a very high and wonderful
culture, true refinement, true principles
of lite, great spirituality. But how are
we to change the whole of the world?
Is a lecture given one afternoan to an
audience going to affect China? Isit
going to affect Europe? It may not,
but let it at least affect us in this one
respect—that we shall be inspired to
remove all unhappiness which we in
any way contact.

CULTURE AND CRUELTY

| feel that the fundamental cause of
all War is cruelty. Culture 15 a very
important and marvellous thing, but
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what is the highest attribute of culture ?
The highest attribute of culture, of re-
finement, is kindness, is graciousness
to life, is reverence for life, is chivalry
in life, is tenderness to all who are
young, whether young in age or young
in development. Such tenderness is
the most precious and the mast
waonderful aspect of cultyre.

_ There is cruelty going on everywhere
in the world taday. If we try to re-
move the cruelty | believe we are
really bulding a new world. We do
not need to try to see what organiza.
tions we can join in order to help,
There is cruelty in our homes. How
are the children treated ? Are they
happy ? Do they grow in happiness ?
Are they brought up with courage ?

In India, though, of course, also
everywhere else, “what is the attitude
between man and woman? Are the
women. happy 7 Is there true chivairy
to womanhood ? What are the condi-
tions of life in every home ? [s there
respect for woman? Is there respect

or age ? Is there respect for wisdom
and learning ? )

These, | consider. are very practi
Points, because we shqyld ytr‘; at;tlrc::-l
move those unhappinesses in our every-
day lives if we are to bring peace to
the world. What ;s the warld com.
Posed of but nations ? What are na.
tions composed of gy cities ang
homes ? So if we change our homes
we change the whole world, )

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

- What al:fout cruelty to animals ? That
1S a very important point, not enough
thought of and not enough men-

toned. In the streets avery day we
see horses and bullocks ill-treated.
There s still a certain amount of sava-
gery in the form of killing animals for
all sorts of purposes. There is animal
sacrifice for the sake of worship.
There is animal sacrifice for the sake
of sport. There is animal sacrifice for
the sake of health. There is animal
sacrifice for the sake of food. Unless
we stop all these forms of sacrifice we
can never bring peace to the world.

You may say, “‘How can we change
it? What is cruelty ? What does this
selfishness, this kiling and hunting of
animals really mean? " It means that
every human being has a very strong
knowledge that he can very easily over-
come and command animals, because
he has mastery over them. What is
the difference between those who
overwhelm and master the animals,
because they are the stronger, and
people like Hitler or the Rakshasas in
the Puranas who tried to overcome
people and held them in their power.
It is the same thing and we must think
of it and change it

We must try to abolish animal
sacrifice in the Temples by teaching
the people that the gracious and com-
passionate Being whom they worship
is Mother and Father, and who never
really look but with eyes of compassion
on those young animals brought before
the altar for sacrifice. We must teach
that these great Deities will accept any
offering, even the humblest. that is
offered in devotion and reverence.
. We must show that the sacrifice that
is being made in the name of sport, the
form of sacrifice of which the Western
World is 5o Particularly prouds is not

true  sportsmanship, and that their
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belief that character is built by it is a
mistaken one.

CIVILIZATION AND ANIMAL
SACRIFICE

The modern world talks of its civili-
zation. In fact this present war is said
to be to “preserve civilization” if there
is any civilization Jeft to preserve. You
will forgive me if | say that [ cannot
see much difference between canmi-
balism and non-vegetarianism. One
eats humen beings and the other eats
animals. We can do without eating
either of them. -

Then there is the sacrifice that is made
of animals for the sake of health. Western
science could have easily spent some of
the millions it has spent othervise in at-
tempting to find ways of healing through
plants and minerals. The Western
world could have come to Indiato hav_e
learn something about the Ayurvedic
system of medicine, or to China where
there is a wonderful systém of medicine.
But they have nat taken this trouble,
because inherently they have not re-
alized that the East has something to
give to the West. We do have some-
thing to give that will prevent cruelty,
though even in eastern medicine there
is much killing of animals.

How can real health come by cruelty,
by suffering ? How can we inflict suffer-
ing on one part of the world in order
to bring health to another part of the
world # We are all one and the animal
kingdom belongs also to civilization.

Animals are also citizens of our world,

Very often those who are vegetarians
are 5o through habit. Some people
are habitual vegetarians. Some people
are vegetarians because of conviction.

?

The hebitual vegetarian can be very
ezsily converted to meat-eating, as he
ysually is when he goes to Europe. He
does not realize that it is a matter of
principle.

These are some of the principles that
Theosophy can teach. These are the

practical ways in which youth can show
an example.

Youth has at ieast one very great
advantage. Youth loves to discbey the
elders. Let them disobey their elders
at least in this respect. Mot anly will
they then show great courage but they
will save humanity. There will come
lasting peace and true reconstruction
only whan we have realized our res-
ponsibility to those younger than our-
selves, and among those younger |
particularly emphasize the animal king-
dom, because this kingdom we human
beings tend to forget.

LAUGH IT OFF

Are you worsted in a fight ?
Are you cheated of your right ?
Laugh it off.

Den't make tragedy of trifles
Don’t shoot butterflies with rifles,
Laugh it off.

Does your work get into kinks ?
Are you near all sorts of brinks ?
Laugh it off.

If it's sanity you're after,
There's no recipe like laughter
Laugh it off.
Anon



The Poet and His Poetry

I MAY confess that | have gone on

writing poetry from a very early
age. despite the fact that my mother,
when she first knew of it in my boy-
hood in the very practical city of Bel-
fast, counselled me to pray for sense
to drop such folly. When | bought her
later a renewal of her marriage ring
with my first fee for a poem in a
magazine, she said, "“Maybe there is
something more in poetry than | had
thought.” Such was the prevailing idea
of poetry in my environment. But
there is more in poetry beyond what
it can earr in shillings and pence. There
s the satisfaction that comes from the
reception of all that is finest in the
universe, and the joy in its expression
through one’s creative ability. . . .

POETRY IN WAR-TIME

But some may ask, “Why poetry in
war time ?”" History gives an answer to
the question in three instances that |
racall. When the Moghul Emperors
came to India in the middle of the
sixteenth century, they brought their
poets, their singers of songs. Tothem
poetry and music were essential to life
in war as well as in peace. One of the
necessary qualifications for recruitment
in the ancient national army in Ireland,
two thousand years ago. was a know-
ledge of the classics of poetry ! They
had the idea that that side of life was
essential to all the other sides, and that
the military aspect cannot be perfected
without the cultural aspect. "Their des-
cendents took as their national symbol

By JAMES H. COUSINS

the harp, which accompanied the poets
who chanted the soldiers to battle,
The warriors of old Japan, the Samurai,
practised not only meditation and the
quiet tea ceramony, but created the
poetical Noh Drama on the true psy-
chological ground that people who liva
the most active outer life should balance
it with inner cultural activities. A mo-
dern answer to the question ‘“‘why
poetry in war-time ?" may similarly be
inferred from a recent analysis of book
publication which stated that more
poetry is being read in the present
war-time than in peace-time. , . .

Francis Thempson achieved poetical
inmortality with his first book. His
second book was probably read by
those wha reviewed it. It is said that
there were three buyers in a year. |
myself read one of the three paid
copies, having borrowed it from a Friend
—which is one of the ways of keeping
poets humble. ., . .

THE POET'S INTEREST

But while the poet is excusably con-
cerned in the matter of circulation, the
true poet, to whom paetry is the finest
expression of the highest elements of
his nature, is interested primarily in the
deep matter of quality. That quality
asks not only for purchasers but for
intelligent sympathetic understanding
and pure pleasure in his readers. His
deepest desire is that of Keats, to leave
‘'great verse unto a little clan.”" This
s not a preference of pride. It
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recognizes the fact that the appeal of
poetry is necessarily to a smallaudience
because its demand is on faculties not
commonly developed. sensitiveness to
the music of individual words and the
patterned arrangement into which the
poet puts them; to the suggestions of
figures of speech, the flashing of
imagery which has a deeper than literary
significance, which shaws the unity be-
hind all the phenomena of life ; the ex-
pression of feeling and visian. A poet
who desires, as George Meredith puts
it, to say his “inmost in the sweetest
way'’ cannot hope for a large audience
in a world concerned nat with the

spiritual inmost but mainly with the
material outmost, and whose utterance
—especially teday—is anything but the
sweetest, . . |

When people ask me how it is that
| have not changed the style of my
poetry with the changing times, | can
only reply that as a student of poetry
[ have ohserved the successive fashions
that have excited graups of writers for
a while and then subsided, but as a
poet | have not been stampeded by
any of them out of my allegiance to
the beautiful forms of verse that have
been left to us by the immortal masters
of sang.

News and Notes

Life Is Worth Living

WHEN you feel that lite is least worth

living it is probably most worth living.
* * "

When you feel unhappy, think how
very many there are far more un-
happy than you. Then you will be
so sorry for them that you will for-
get to be sorry for yourself.

When you think of all the terrible hard-
ships of soldiers, sailers, airmen,
and other men and women heroes,
remember that these hardships are
being born for you.

L]

g * *

-

By GEORGE 5. ARUNDALE

When the worst comes to the worst,
there is a better coming.

B £ *»

Never be afraid to be afraid. But
ever be busy about the courage
which will help you to go through
the fear as if it were not there.
Then it will cease to be there,

¥ * *

You may be sure that if we do not
like people it is because we do not
know them. Sooner or later we
must like everybody, for after all
they are of cur own family.

* * *
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We must always be adding to our
friendships,” for someday we shall
want to be friends with the whole
world.

* & 2

Nothing is ever final. There is always
time for us to retrieve our mistakes
and to change all illwill into good-
will.

* * *
If you want to know more, try to help

more. True knowledge comes when
eager service calls.

* * *
Yes-men are often locked upon with
contempt, But on the whole is not
a Yes-man better than a No-man ?

L 2 L

To give of your plenty is the least you
can give. To give of your paucity
is the best you can give.

L *® L]

No one can be happy for long by him-
self. But he can be happy forever
with others. And the more he
rmakes others happy the more will

be left over for him to make many
more happy.

» W %

Those things which you now do with
difficuity will be the things that
sameday you will do with ease.  All
that you leng to be must be ham-
mered by your will on the anvil
of difficulty into the red heat of
conguest.

* *

No one who is wise is despondent at
failure. Nathing worthwhile can ever
be achieved the first time.

* > *

People are usuaily much nicer in them-
selves than they are in what they
say or what they write, We should
do well to remember that the nearer
we come to a person the nicer we
shall find him.

* * . *
lt is important to win the war. It is
important to win the peace. But
we shall win neither the war nor the

peace unless and until we win friend-
ship with our enemies.

-

A Great Cultural Celebration

ON 2Bth April, Kalakshetra crgan-
ised a meeting in the Head-
quarters Hall of The Theosophical
Society at Adyar on the occasion of
the Second Anniversary of the passing
of Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. Swaminatha
Iyer, the great Tamil scholar and a
great picneer in the field of the cul-
tural renaissance of South India. The

meeting was largely attended by lovers
of Temii and the admirers of Dr. Swarni-
natha Jyer. The meeting was presided
over by Sri T. C. Srinivasa Ayyangar
and among the speakers were Dr. G. S.
Arundale, Sister Subbalaxmi, 5r V. V.
Srinivasa Ayyangar, and Sri Jagannathan.
Shrimati Rukmini Devi welcomed ull and
requested 3ri T. C. SrinivasarAyyangar

€9
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to take the chair and conduct the
proceedings. Mr. Kalyanasundaram lyer
then read a very interesting report of
the work of the Swaminatha lyer Library
during 1943,

Sister Subbalaxmi narrated the vari-
ous incidents from the fife of Dr.
Swaminatha lyer particularly during the
period when he was a Professor in the
Presidency College, Madras, and she
was a student under him. S5ri V. V. Srini-
vasa lyengar described varicus out-
standing characteristics of Dr. Swami-
natha lyer. He said that tha life of the
late Mahamahopadhyaya was one of
simplicity, of an " unwasted time ", of
consecration to the cause of Tarnil cul-
ture and of thorough warkmanship. He
was a moan afire with a mission and
regarded himsel as a trusiee of the
great cultural heritage of South India.

RUKMINI DEVI'S WELCOME
ADDRESS

Shrimati Rukmini Devi in the course
of her welcome address said :

“We feel that the work of the Dr.
V. Swaminatha lyer Library is a very
auspicious and a very great work for
India and for the world because through
it we shall be putting forth something
of the yreat culure of India. It does
not matter whether it is Tamil or Sans-

krit culture.
We know that the Tamil culture is
very old. | have placed at the door

of the Library a picture of a statue
of the Rishi Agastya—a statue which
is in Java, but | have never seen a mare
beautiful one of Him —because He was
the great originator and father of this
Tamil land. and it also seems appro-
priatesto have there a picture of his
great son*Dr. Swaminatha lyer.

Nobody has yet fully realized what
great work Dr. Swamiratha lyer has
dore. His was a warderful character.
He was one of the most selfless, self-
sacrificing  workers India has known.
Very few people in india know him, but
every Tamil person surely knows of his
greatness. Today being the second
anniversary of his passing we celebrate
this day, not merely to remember him,
but to assure him that we are all deter-
mined to carry on the great work he
started,

In presenting this Library, Mr Kal-
yanasundaram lyer has presented a ,
treasure trove. | do not think he real-
izes the extent of the treasure. Very
great good will indeed come out of
this Library.

| am glad so many people wha are
devotees of great culture, of Tamil
literature. who are great friends of the
late Dr. Swaminatha lyer and who have
regard for him, have come today thus
making this function a great success.
| feel that there is hardly any one better
than Mr. T. C, Srinivasa Ayyangar to pre-
side over our gathering, because he was
such a friend and gresat adorer of Dr.
Swaminatha lyer. He has hanoured us
by consenting to preside, and we are
also honoured by the presence of other
speakars.

A WONDERFUL WORLD.-
INFLUENCE

| hope in the future we will all work
together, because that is the chief thing.
We all will have the appreciation, but
we must #ll learn to work together
in this endeavour and let the world
be enriched by the spreading of the
great culture of this land, which is as
yet unknown. Much of that greatness
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which is unknown is right here in this
Library. | hope you will all help me
as much as possible in this great work
which | feel is so necessary in making a
great and wonderful influence through-
out” India and throughout the world as
wel.

| could give you many details with
regard to the furtherance of the work.
There are many valuable publications
not yet brought out, all in Tamil,
collected and put down in the most
beautiful handwriting by De. Swami-
natha [yer, great works which need
to be published, and we must gradually
bring all these out. Dr. Swaminatha
lyer knew the methods of the great
scholars and poets, and he has kept
his manuscripts as pure as possible,
untouched by his own personal feel-
ings, so that through his works we
shall be able to contact the spirit
of those great people of India and to
know it according to their own thoughts
and ideas, more truly than if it came
to us through anybody else other than
Dr. Swaminatha lyer."

DR. G. S. ARUNDALE

On the occasion of this great cele-
bration Or. G. S. Arundele spoke as
follows :

“| am particularly glad to be here
this afternoen, partly in my capacity as
President of The Theosophical Seciety
to welcome once more this splendid
library to our Headquarters and partly
because | feel that the great teacher
of the Theosophical world, Madame
H. P. Blavatsky, herself a very great
admirer of Tamil culture and referring
to it in her monumental work, The
Secret Docirine, a bible for us Theos-

ophists, must bless this great activity,
made so much alive through the
wanderful devation of Mahamahapadh-
yaya Dr. Swaminatha Aiyar.

| do not stress his erudition. 1 do not
think it is so very difficult to be erudite,
not that | am erudite myselt, so per-
haps the difficulties are more clear to
me than te many others, but it is
because of his wenderful devotion and
perseverance, and very beautiful humil-
ity, he happens to be one of the great
messengers of Tamil revival. He might
have been a messenger of any other
great revival. He is a messenger, above
all—is, mind you, not was. |do not
think the past tense should be used in
regard of him. He is a messenger of
those great Rishis ever intent on pro-
moting and unifying Indian culture in
the great work that lies before the
Motherland in the not far-distant future.
Ha is a messenger from the Gods. He
was sent, as | feel assured, to give his
life and his enthusiasm and, of course,
his erudition to the revival of Tamil, for
the revival of the Tamil language and
the revival of Tamil culture is necessary
to India's unity and to her mission.
Some of us Theosophists would tell you
that the Tamil life m [ndia stretches
much further back than is recorded
historically. It is a great heritage from
a most far distant past, a heritage of
greatness already achieved in other
lands, a heritage which is not only
needed by India but no less by the
whale worid.

So | feel that our inauguration of
the Tamil Library here with all its won-
derful manuscripts was in memory of
a great act itself of devotionwon the
part of a very noble son of-India, and
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may | add that | think it was wise to
entrust this library to Rukmini Devi,
knowing it would be cherished and held
sacred in her keeping. Then the housing
of the library here at our very Haad-
quarters itself, all this is a shadow from
the future casting itself down into the
very present.

REVIVE THE SPIRIT OF
ETERNAL YOUTH

We need, of course, a great revival
of the eternal spirit and eternal youth
of India in every department of her
life. We need that revival in the paol-
tical field, in the educational tield, in
the industria! field, in the religious field,
and in the vast cultural field which is
the essence of India’s magnificence.

We are grateful here to be able
to pay homage to thiss wonderful re-
naissance due to the devetion of this
great messenger who, though he may
have passed away from our physical

sight, remains the messenger and con-
tinues his wonderful work.

it is indeed well that at the Head-
quarters of The Society within our
estate this great culture should be
represented, for the Headquarters of
The Society is a Headquarters that in-
cludes all the wonders and all the
splendours of the world ; it is well that
the work of this great man whose life
has added to the happiness of God's
crestures should enrich our Society and
its Headquarters and therefore the
whale world.

For this Headquarters is not just the
centre of The Theosophical Society. It
is a centre of world Brotherhood, world
Culture, and world Truth. And when
a stream of all these three is added to
the already flowing river, the whole
warld receives new fife. Through our
Society | hope that the gift of Tamil
culture will help to purify not only India
but every land to finer power and
purpose.

A Woman's Charter

[We reproduce here a Charter for Women passed by the Australian
Woemen's Conference. We suggest to the All.India Women's Conference to
prepare a Charter for Indian Women, for the women of India are among the
most exploited human beings throughout the world —Jt. Ed.]

HE Australian Women's Charter
seeks 1o embody the aims and
aspirations of Australian women, in the
planning for and building of the post-
war world. 1t is hoped that in each
State women's organisations will con-

-

fer to discuss the charter: that they
will, together with organisations having
women as members, and individual
women, become signatories to it, as
a whole or in part ; that they willintimate
this support to the Commonwealth
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Government, and that the charter will
then be presented to the Prime Minister
by an all-States delegation.

The preamble states :

* Whereas the indispensable contri-
bution that women make to all phases
of human life is at present inadequately
recognised ; and

 Whereas they are still submitted to
many discriminatians and limitations im-
posed on account of their sex, and are
not accorded the same status, opportu-
nities, responsibilities and rewards as
are accorded to men in the community ;
and

“ Whereas it has been shown to be
necessary to develop the capabilities of

women and to utilise the resources of
" womanpewer in order to achieve vic-
tory in War;

"We believe that it wil be equally
necessary to continue the development
and utilize the potential capacity of
women in the post-war period in order
to achieve a lasting victory in Peace

 This Australian Women's Confer-
ence for Victory in War and Victory in
Peace affirms the need for the applica-
tion of the principle of equality for
women and adapts the following plat-
form for the establishment of this
principle.”

The following principles are then
affirmed : :

ROLE OF WOMAN
AS CITIZEN

We believe no discrimination should
be made in respect of the responsi-
bilities and rights of men and women
as citizens; that women should be
eligible for appointment and to qualify

to hold any pesition ; that they should
be given the opportunity to hold public
office and to take an effective part in
the work of all administrative and legisla-
tive bodies.

AS MOTHER AND;OR HOME.
MAKER

We believe the indispensable service
rendered to the community by mothers,

accompanied as it is by inevitable and .

specific handicaps and responsibilities,
demands special consideration and
provision ;

We further believe that dapendent
economic status denies liberty and op-
portunity and justice to the individual,
and economic independence strength-
ens character and develops a greater
sense of responsibility.

We recomrmend —

(2) That the mother and/or home-
maker be remunerated for her work
in the home by a personal endowment
aof a minimum of 30/- a week, oper-
ated on the same principle as child
endowment ;

(b) That the existing system of
child endowment should apply to all
dependent children in a family and be
increased to an adequate sum,

AS WAGE.EARNER

We believe that the standard of
living of the whole community is threat-
ened, and animosity between men and
women wage-earners is engendered by
cheap female labour within the com-
munity ;

We further believe that experience
has shown that whenever women have
been given the oppartunity to do work

previously performed by men they have
done it well ; .
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We therefore believe that there
should be egual pay, equal status and
equal opportunity in all spheres of
emplayment for men and women.

AS VOLUNTARY WORKER

As much of the social improvement
and the arigin and development of
social services is owing to the foresight
and faithful and tireless efforts of
voluntary workers ; and

As a spirit of fellowship and co-
operation which is so essential ta pro-
gress is fastered by the common in-
terest and comman efforts of persons
working together ;

We recommend that—

(a) Voluntary workers should receive
henorable status and recognition for
their services to the community ;

(b) Provision should be made to give

" ample scope to the initiative and ener-

gies of valuntary warkers to take a full
part in the great work of reconstruc-
tion that must follow the war ;

(c) Steps shouid be taken to preserve
existing associations of voluntary werkers
when the war is ended, and to divert
the great flood of voluntary work at
present being performed by men and
women for Victory in War, into channels
to help the nation achieve Victory in
Peace.

AS MEMBER OF THE
SERVICES

As special provision is made for the
wives, children and other dependents
of men in the Services,

We request that_..

(a) The women in the Services, in-
cluding the Nursing Service, be granted
the =ame status. pay. dependents'

.allowances and other berefits and op-

portunities afforded to men in the
Services of equivalent rank ;

{(b) That Servicewomen under 21
years of age be granted the same pay
and status as Servicemen under 21
years of age.

AS PROFESSIONAL WORKER

Wherever women have been admit-
ted ta professional spheres, they have
proved themselves capable of measur-
ing up to the established standards.

We believe that there should be no
diserimination of sex limiting the op-
portunities for women to professianal
appeintments, and that they should
enjoy equal pay. equal status and equal
apportunities with men in all professional
appeintments.

AS PUBLIC SERVANT

We believe that women suffer many
injustices in the Public Service. Not
anly are they paid at a lower rate, but
they are frequently emplayed for long
and indefinite periods as temporary
employees, and thereby deprived of
pension rights and other benefits.

We therefore believe that women in
the Public Service should have equal
pay. equal status and equal opportunity
with men.

IN PUBLIC LIFE

We believe that women have a
special contribution to make in public
life. as citizens of a democratic com-
munity.

We therefore recommend that every
encouragement should be qiven to
women to stand as candidates for all
elected fegislative bodies, and that they
should be appointed in adequate num-
bers to natiomal and international
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conferences, diplomatic posts, to admin-
istrative positions of authority and res-
ponsibility, and en beards, commissions.
etc., in order that their potential capabi-
lities may be developed and utilised for
the national good.

[A platform for the establishment of
these principles follow, in the form of
resolutions, under the following head-
ings: Child care; moral standards:
alcohal; the birthrate ; rural women ;

health ; culture and education; em-
ployment and social security ; employ-
ment of women ; wamen's employment
and amendment to Commonwealth
Conciliation and Arbitration Act ; Trade
Unions and women's employment;
community centres ; housing ; legal re-
forms ; divorce ; equal rights legislation ;
aborigines : wormen at the peace con-
ference ; win the war; an international
conference.]

Futility in the

Use of Leisure

[The following is repreduced from Youth and the Future which is the report
of the American Youth Commission appoinited by American Ceuncil on Educa-

tion.—Jt, Ed,}

PURPOSELESS FUN

IT is not surprising that, without even

knowing what they are daing, the
people of the present day have slid
helplessly into innumerable noncreative,
inactive, futile ways of spending their
new free time. To themselves they
seem to be continuing only what hu-
manity has always found wholesome
and necessary—harmless recreation as
a change from ‘work’. They do not
realize that the word ‘work' now
means something very different from
the modern job.

For one thing, in the preindustrial
period of long hours spent in heavy.
exacting labour, the worker was very
tired at the end of the day. In the
brief period of each day or each week
or each month during which he was
free from the necessity to work at his

job. he needed not more effort but
pure relaxation and pleasure. Just
random fun was delicious because it
was a rest from the enforced purpose-
fuiness of all his other activity, Such
recreation was the icing to his cake,
the butter on his bread. The cake.
the bread, was his work. Now in the
majority of cases when the worker,
even the wage earner, ends the re-
iatively few hours spent in earning-a-
living wark, only some of his muscies
are tired. Moreover, although he may,
with the upper layer of his conscious-
ness, intellectually grasp the rather
abstract conception that he has been
doing work necessary to himself as a
member of society, he has not had
the satisfaction of feeling his work to
be useful as he performed it. Insather
words, the worker's job ro longer
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gives him the character-calories and
personality-vitamins that build up his
individuality, as the food which he eats
builds up his body. The person who
has done eight hours of muscularly
easy work that did not call out his
ingenuity or resourcefulness does nat
need the butter or the icing which
“recreatian in free hours * used to be
for the old-time worker. The modern
worker still needs bread, that is, serious,
continued, really creative effort with
its rich flowering into variegated skil
that will feed his personality @s the
variegated responsible work of the
past fed the personality of his great-
grandparents. It is foolish and wrong
to attempt to fill the many free hours
presented him by the machine with
purposeless fun, excellent as such fun
is in its place, er with the static and
unfruitful acquisition of possessions, or
with the passive, sensory pleasures of
being served by others, when what he
most needs is some valid substitute for
the self-directed, creative, purposeful
activity and skill taken away from him by
the machine and the division of labour.
It is as though we were to urge a person
who hadn't bread enough to keep him
in health to try to make up for it by
eating more butter !

A LACK OF PROPORTION

One picturesque instance of giving
butter in place of bread s to be found
in the growth of the business called
* cosmetology . In this new modern
industry, the personal services, formerly
given only by skilled ladies’ maids to
rich women can be purchased in any
amounts for which the buyer can find
the rmoney, from the, simple cutting of
finger-naks up to extravagant. toilet

>

luxuries such as have not been known
since the late Roman Empire. This
new business, from literally nothing at
all, has become for forty years, one of
the great industries of nation, ranking
with those whose yearly receipts re-
presents substantial fractions of the
total income spent by Americans of all
classes. It is not realistic to say that in
itself this extreme care for the surfaces
of the body is harmful as the use of
morphine is harmful. It is rather, like
the occasional purchase of silk-shirts
by workingmen suddenly paid boom-
time wages. There is no harm in silk-
shirts,. But to buy and wear them
when what those wage earners really
needed to buy with their first extra
cash was dental care for their long-
neglected-teeth.-. that, like the extra-
vagant sums spent in our nation on the
beauty parlors, indicates 2 lack of pro-
portion which lowers the quality of tife
almost as much as does wrongdoing,

THE CINEMA

No one today escapes the importu-
nity of those who manufacture con-
sumer goods, the urgent insistence that
people should constantly spend mere
and more time and money on purchas-
ing more and more material objects,
hiring expensive expert help to take
care of these objects, and discarding
them, not when their usefulness is
lessened by the passage of time, but
when they are artificially made undesira-
ble by speeded-up changes in fashion.
Ne more evidence of this insistence is
needed than reams of advertizing in
our newspapers and magazines and the
prodigious growth of retail stores of all
kinds. And na ane need do more
than open his eyes to perceive in the
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size and financial importance of the
motion-picture  industry the almost
frightening eagerness for passive, ready-
made amusement, bought at a price.
The cinema itseif is harmless enaugh ;
indeed when of decent quality, it is a
delighttul addition to the pleasures of
life. Yet, the rocket-lke growth af
the industry in recent years is alarming.
just as the first symptoms of pellagra are
alarming. not because they are visibly
serious, but as an indication of a serious
malady caused by the lack in everyday
life of an element vital to human health.

SUPERFLUITIES

The effort to solve by unnecessary
buying of possessions and services and
induced synthetic interests and excite-
ments the probler of the emptiness
formerly occupied by varied, craative,
purpeseful work under the compulsion
of necessity has a disqueting and
dangerous result in that it obscures as
by a smoke screen the fact that free
time really is available for practically
anyone wha will put out his hand and
take it. Superfluous buying and own-

ing of objects, seeking amusement.
and being served by people paid to do
it occupy so much of the newly freed
time in moadern lives that people are
focled inte beliaving, against demon-
strable evidence, that thay have no
. lalsu“ti“ So. much icing and butter is

available to those with even a little
cash that, except for vague persistent
uneasiness and discontent, they do not
perceive that they no longer have
their fair share of bread. They are
like muddle-headed children, who un-
confronted with the subtraction of two
from four, doggedly insist that some-
how the answer is six. They know
well enough that the machine has re-
moved from each day of their lives
many hours of the drudgery forced on
their grandparents. Yet, incessently
rushing there and back, as the automo-
bile almost forces them to do, and
incessently buying maore than they need
as the propaganda of our times, the
advertisements, bid them to do. they
can still sincerely and bewilderedly
claim that somehow they have more to
do and hence less free time than those
grandparents hed

All this is of the most vital import-
ance in the training of young people,
since what we set ourselves to do is to
try to assist them to iearn how to make
the best of life as they will find it, not
as it has been. Itis really extraordinary
that we make so little effort to prepare
young people to cope masterfully and
creatively and enjoyably with their free
time ; that we allow it to be tacitly
understood that the only alternative to
the evershortening time spent an the
jeb is in atmless and casual pastimes.

s

THE CAUSES OF THE WAR

THE democratic idea of freedom was pushed to extremes in interna-
tional affairs, under the guise of the doctrine of unrestricted and
absolute national sovereignty. But the complementary idea of
fraternity was almost absent: apart from the League of Nations,
which we realize now was designed on faulty principles, there was
ne machinery for giving expression to it in the relations of nations
with each other. Nations were unwilfing either to sacrifice their
sovereign rights to a common pool of peace and security, or to
make adequate positive contributions to such a pool.

The doctrine of unlimited national sovereignty was the counterpart
in international affairs of the extreme doctrine of individualism within

.society. Once you began to analyze them critically, they turned

out to be fictions. The personal freedom of individualism led in
practice to the curtaiment of freedom for most individuals, In
practice the absoclutely sovereign nation was always having to adjust
itsetf to the fact that it existed in a world of other nations, with other
interests. Insistence on unrestricted sovereignty, as happened all too
tragically with the claim of small nmations to remain neutral, led to
sovereignty disappearing altogether.

In an essentially similar way, unrestricted sovereignty in the-
economic sphere led to cut-throat competition, with every nation trying
to force as much as possible of its own products on others, and to
take as little as possible in return, and to become self-sufficient.  |n the
long run, the resulting tangle of tariffs, quotas, subsidies and exchange
restrictions effectually damped down the total velume of world trade

so much that more and more peaple were thrown out of work and

general distress- increased. The logical outcome was an attempt at
autarky or complete self-sufficiency : but this was never really practic-
able for any single nation, and for Germauay the inescapable result of

the Ettempt was war, to secure new sources of supply and new outlets
for manyfactured exports.

* - —JULIAN HUXLEY
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WHO ARE THE TRULY GREAT?

The Lotus-born; The Golden-voiced: The Diamond-natured :
The Eagle-winged ; The Lion-hearted : The God-intoxicated,

Those who combine the noble simplicity of a child with the indo-
mitable courage of a warrior. :

Those who are afire with sa

_ cred purpose burning from the depths
of passicnate intensities. ‘

Those who dwell on mountain tops whence they cali unceasingly
to those wha are climbing after them through the valleys, the plains,
and on the hills.

~ Those in whom the fire of will m
cution and derision, into one indifference.

. Those who are titanic in their natures and through whom speed
lightning flashes of Promethean fire. -

Those who have known both the Heavens of exaltation and the
Hells of catastrophe.

Those whose lives are rich in the peace of lofty serenity even
-though tossed about by starmy compulsions,

Those who have the power
greatly stern.

elts victory and defeat, perse-

-

to be grestly gentle and to be

’.fhos.e who know how to challenge complacency and conviction and
to arise in impersonal wrath against injustice, tyranny and selfish pride.

~-G. 5. ARUNDALE
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HAVE to apologize for the reduced
I size of THE YOUNG CIIZEN. [t is
unfortunate that the good work done
by the magazine, the number of sub-
scriptions for which is increasing, should
be sa injured by the new paper re.
gulations, for we are only allowed
six pages every month. Hence this
pathetic looking magazine ! .

| have been asked to write specially
about the Sangitha Siromani Course’
this month. The whole Inauguration
Festival Week was grand and mem-
orable. The mest wonderful function
was the Puja and the Vidyarambham on
the morning of July 3rd. It was directed
by our new Samskrit Pandit, Sri Adi-
narayana Sarma, a great Samskrit and
Telugu scholar with the rare combina-
tion of Tamil and musical knowledge,
so ideal for such an institution as
Kalakshetra, He kas hved in real

tThis is a music course recently inau-
gurated by Kalakshetra, affiliated to the
University of Madras.
»
»

ashramas in the forest, but is easy to
telk to and learn from. The sincerity
with which the puja was conducted
added a great atmosphere of dedi-
cation.  Qur Principal, Sri Tiger Varada-
chariar, was there receiving everyone.
In the midst of the puja came Sii
Vasudevachariar of Mysore who surely
brought his blessing.  This old young-
locking great musician has the atmos-
phere of a benefactor and his kindly
and charming face was a welcome
sight at the puja. Sri T. V. Subba
Rao, a friend of all musicians, and,
may | say, a friend of Kaldkshetra, was
slso present. He is a mest cultured
and respected persan, the Chairman
of the Board of Studies of Indian
Music in the University of Madras
and one most welcome among us.
Then the vidyarambham was conducted
by a benevolent and inspired Tiger
Varadachariar, with his colleagues,
including Sti Madura Subramanya lyer,
a well-known and tearned violinist who
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also came in a spirit of idealism.
Surely, it is difficult to find a better
teacher than him. 1 carnot but feel
that a future awaits our work, for |
see no other reason for such wonder-
ful happenings as that puja and the
co-operation of such musicians and
scholars.

The evening function was grand but,
to me, only of worldly importance.
There was a very big gathering of
peaple with Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer
presiding. The Rt. Hon. V. S, Srinivasa
Sastri also spoke, besides 5¢i T. V. Subba
Rao, Dr. Arundale and myself. | was
indeed glad that Sir C. P. Ramaswami
lyer was able to come. He spoke
eloquently both with words and per-
sonality, as usual. | need not say any
words of praise about the Rt. Hon.
Srinivasa Sastri, for he is one who never
fails his audiences. He is certainly an
artist in speech.

Then followed four mamentous even-
ings. First the concert by Sri Vasudeva-
chariar who came specially to grace us,
and | need not repeat what | have
written before,' except to say he is
amazing, He was given leave by His
Highness the Maharaja of Mysore for
this occasion and | am indeed grateful.

Next came the concert of Sri Tiger
Varadachariar who astonished us all by
being better than his best,

e ird of the series was by Sri
. Bhagavathar, remarkable
ing so different, Where

that he shodld ¥ng on Lord Mataraja,
when immediattly he began a Pallavi
an the Lord. h

1 Vide THE YOUNG CIIZEN, Feb.-March
1944, p. 22, .
‘- |3¥3C

e

The fourth was by Sri Krishnama-
chariar, the ascetic-looking brother of
Tiger, who looks and feels so much like
a Kabir, He refuses to bather with
technicalities in which the others shone.
though he was known for these all over
South India. But he sings simple songs
with deep feeling and such perfection
of woice and expression.

Everyone was excited over these
concerts, for no one invites these
musicians to Madras or anywhere else,
as no ohe wants to risk having them
since the public tasta requires other-
wise. Mor do these musicians especially
care to accept outside engagements.
That is why | was filled with gratitude
to them. They came only because of
the cause for which Kalikshetra is
working. Each was special but all were
learned muscians. The first shone with
scholarship in Samskrit, the second in
Telugu, the third in Tamil, and the
fourth in Kanarese. They were ail
amazing each in his own way. The first
reminded me of Incense, the second
of Sandalwood, the third of Vibhuthi ®
and the fourth of Rosewater.

Then we closed the Festival Week
with a dance recital by myself. Tiger
Varadachariar had composed a special
varnam far me and | worked out the
dance for it. The varnam is always
2 difficult thing to compose and so
far all the varmams for the dance
have been danced for the last cen-
tury or so without any change and
the same old varnams are also be-
Ing danced everywhere taday. My
opinion is that they are afl very un-
Interesting musically with convenient
and boring rhythms—_slow and suitable
for bhava. ~ But the bhavh also

A Sacred ash sacred to Lard Shiva. o
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bacomes boring, for it is nearly always
the same meaning and mostly on
some local Maharaja of the period.
| dislike this nara-sthuthi, where hu-
man beings are described as Gods and
the Gods as humans and not of the
best type either. Tiger Varadachariar’s
composition has all the best elements
of a music concert varnam as well
as the best for the dance. Sri Venkata-
chala Sastri' composed the Sahitya in
Samskrit, (for at the time of composition
| was going to North India) and the
Sahitya alone is worth dancing to.
The varnam is also difficult to compose
as a dance and all Nattuvanars claim
it as their special possession. S0 1
wanted to compose it and dance it
before eminent artists, which | did, as
Tiger Varadachariar and still - more
his brother, they say, are authorities
on the subject of the dance. They
both. and Subbarama Bhagavathar who
is considered the last word in laya,
have seen all the greatest dancers and
dance compositions. Since they ap-
prove, then there is nothing but to
create more. Now | shall create a new

| The Samskeit Pandit of the Besant Theo-
sophical School, Adyar.

tradition, and Kaldkshetra pupils will
spread it everywhere,

During the Festival Week Tiger
Varadachariar was invited for a Birth-
day Celebration of His Highness the
Maharaja of Mysore who honoured
both him and Sri Vasudevachariar with
the title of Sangitha Shastra Visharada,
bestowing on both a gold chain and 2
pendant with the royal insignia, gold
and silver-laced turbans, shawls, and
other presents. Tiger sang for His High-
ness who was evidently very deeply
impressed. | am very happy it happened
ta both of them during this particular
period.

| have written so much but ] must
add amidst all this how humble | really
feel, for | know that this is just an
auspicious beginning, My dream s
that | should give my helping hand to
india. Everyone wishes for India’s free-
dom. So do | and if India shines be.
fore the World as the most culturad
of Nations with all her magnificent Art,
then the ‘World will bow to her in re.
spect. | am hoping that in a very small
way | am helping in this great Cause.

Rkt Do ‘

The Immediate Future

T is given to us, the youth of
today, to build a future which can-
tains possibilities that were only dreamed
of in times past. What are we going
to do with this opportunity ?
The *first essential is a careful and
penetrating study of the lines followed

By MARIA G. DUANY

by human evalution in its course from the
dawn of consciousness in the savage to
the heights af genius, holiness, and per-
tection, and of the forces generated by
the race during its evolutionary journey,
forces which “profoundly influence its
present environment. Only such a study
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can fit us to understand these forces,
and instead of building blindly and
haitingly we can mould the future more
and more consciously.

It is necessary, it is urgent, it is even
indispensable that we quistly familiarize
ourselves with the basic individual prob-
lems on whose solution depends the
reconstruction of the world after the
war; for all antagonisms between na-
tions and classes are only reflections or
particular expressions of these basic
problems.  The Problem of the Race is
merely the totalty of the individual
problems of those who compase it ; if
every individual were honest, just, and
compassionate, humanity as a whole
would be honest, just and compassion-
ate. The vast majority of mankind has
not reached a stage of development
where it can be hoped that these
qualities witl shine undimmed in all,
But it is well known that when a choir
is seated on a stage to give a concert,
those who sing best, that is, those
who invariably sound the correct note,
even though their voices may not be
especially fine, are carefuly spread
among those who are less dependable,
so that they may continuously give the
note to the others who by themselves
would sometimes sing the wrong note.
Indeed, has it not always been a small
few who, having glimpsad the ideal,
having lived and fought for it in the
midst of darkness, made passible by
their undaunted effort each forward
step the world has taken along the
path of progress ta the point in evolu-
tion where it now stands?

if those young people everywhere
(and oclder ones too) who have been
able even in the present horrible crisis

to perceive the fine and beautiful ideal
towards which all civilization has been
moving throughout history —if all these,
no matter what their ideclogy is, political
or religious, make up their minds that
the new civilization must be fine and
noble, so that every human being shall
come to realize that only that which
is good for the whole of society can
in the long run be good for the indi-
vidual, then no power on earth or in
heaven can stand in our way, because
all the farces in the cosmos will be on
our side, and back of us that Immut-
able Law, which is neither mocked nor
overthrown, and of whase designs for
the ultimate good of humanity we alone
can hasten or retard the realization.

Let us seek out and determine what
this new world must contain; let us
open our minds and hearts to grasp as
much as we can of the radiant future
of mankind, and let us put all aur effort,
cur tolerance and understanding, alf
our capatity for harmony. reverence,
and love, into sounding that note in cur
neighbourhoad, in our daily life, in our
orientation towards the future, and in
all that we thirk, say, or do, whether
great or small. Llet us give ourselves
to that ideal, so that when the war
ends, the ideal may be brought closer
to men. Let us live so as to sound
the nate of harmony amid the sur-
rounding discard, and the whole race
will then sound more audibly the full
and the true note. Then the un-
speakable suttering, the destruction and
devastation of this struggle involving in
agony of our whole system of life will
not have been useless.

.

—Juventud Teosofica

Current Notes

HE Indian problem is getting more
T and more complicated. !t fooks
as if India has lost the War, for the
splendid opportunity afforded by the
present War has been allowed to pass.
tf only Indiar leaders ha?d established
substantial national unity I the country
India would now have been much
nearer the realization of her Fregdom.
But instead of comsidering _wtal issues
affecting India’s national life, |ru:ha|r:1i
political parties are at pressnt engage
in fighting amang themselves. Durr:g
the last five years of the War quite
» number of political parties have ap-

eared in the country and thgy'have
added to the confusion in India's na-

i life. '
tw;:ald now on the top of all this con-
fusion and chaos we find one of India’s
leading politicians suggesting a_formu\a
by which India's very .nat\onhaoé
threatens to come into peril. Gandhiji
has supported this formula and so all
discussion on the merits of the pro-
posal has become imp_ossnb?e. Tbe
formula may be explamgd by its
author by many high-sounding phrases
but the fact remains that it is a pro-
pasal which aims at vivisecting India.
The formula if applied will mean not
only India's division into two separate
states but it will amount to India being
cut into innumerable tiny ‘puts. Once
the principle of separation is gopceded
to the Mushms it will be difficult to
oppose the claims of other groups Ite
the Depressed Classes. the Sikhs, the
Non-Brahmins as also the Indian Princes.
And if the claims of these groups have
to be considered and separation effect-

L J

ed there will be nothing like India left.
India will disappear as a Nation. That
is the great danger that faces the
country at present. In the excitement
of arriving at temporary settlements
this great danger is being lost sight of
and so it is of utmost importance that
voung citizens of India should be alive
to the requirements of the present
situation.  The future of the country
belongs te them and it is for them to
declare that India shall remain ane and
indivisible. The Hindus and Muslims
have remained together for centuries
in this land. Each has enriched the
other and there is no reason why they
should not remain together in times to
came also for the greater glory of
India.

Such issues as Pakistan are the crea-
tion of political leaders. The confliet
that has appeared between these two
communities is also the product of the
antagonisms between different leader-
ships. For even today in the villages
of India Hindus and Muslims remain
together. They share each other’s joys
and sorrows. They participate in each
other's festivities. They stand by each
other in the hour of need. No doubt
the asdvent of the politician in the
vilages of India has introduced the
element of confiict between these two
sister communities.  But then it is
something which has been imposed
from outside,

The fact of the matter is India's
milions, whether Hindu or Muslim,
suffer untold miseries. They do not
know what a square meal is. For them
starvation is the rule of the day. And

8l
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the starving man, does he have time
to remember whether he is Hindu or
Muslim ? Instead of tackling his problem
of hunger, we have lost ourselves in the
intricacies of Pakistan and Hindustan.
If enly we will look at the masses of
India and base our policies on the basis
of their weltare, we shall soon forget
alt our so-called big problems. For the
millions of India food and clothing and
shelter are the main problems. Let
our political groups and parties evolve
a comman programme for the relief of

the masses. |t is true that without

political freedom this problem of
econemic salvation of the millions can-
not be solved, But then let us re-orient
our politics from the standpoint of the
masses. Let us realize that political
freedom by itself will mean nothing if
it is not to be translated in terms of
economic relief to the large masses of

the people. Once we begin to think

of our palitics from this standpoint all
these issues of Pakistan and separation
will fade into insiginificance. And it is
here that the young citizens of the tand
have to give a lead to the country.

The world trend is towards greater
and qreater fusion, towards nations
coming together. It is not towards
isolation and separation. India’s nation-
al life must also reflect this trend and
the separate units in the country must
now come together and pool their
resources together for the solution of
the main problems that face our civi-
zation. The path of division will lead
us to destruction; the path of Union
will take us to happiness and prosperity.
ft is to this task that young citizens of
India are today called. Let them come
together under the banner of {ndia’s
indivisible Unity.

~—R. M.
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The Crow's Nest

[The first of October every year brings us all heppy and loviag memories of our Prasident-
Mother, Dr. Besant, for it is her birthday. ~At the last celebrations of this day at Adyar, our

Editor recounted some of her personal experiences with the great Leader. We print extracts
of these reminiscences in the * Crow’s Nest ' this month, hoping that our readers will

contact and be ammated by that Besant Spirit which is so very much neaded today in

all aspects of our life and work.—JQINT &DITOR ]

HIS is a very auspicious Day for us,
' and | consider it also as a New
Year's Day. Even though | were to write
a volume about the details of Dr. Besant’s
life, | would not be able to present to you
all the many aspects of her nature. .Some-
times she was lke a deer in gentleness
and charm. Sometimes she was like a lion
in her work and | ¢can see her as she looked
when people gathered around her, not to
speak with her—for it was difficult to have
casual talks with her—but simply to have a
look at her and pay her their respect and
reverence. | remerber how our President, Dr.
tArundale, sometimes would say, ' This morn-
ing | did not dare to talk to you, because you
looked Manu-ish,” which was his way of say-
ing at times when she locked like a lion in
grandeur, *power and seriousness.
L}

%y * "

The dominant thought in her mind the
last few years before she passed away was
that she had the greatest interest in making
Adyar a Flaming Centre. That is the reason
why she wanted a school here , for without the
spirit of youth and the training given to the
future citizens, the future leaders of tha
world, how can Adyar be an alive, an
active Centre? We all have worked hard to
establish that School. And in many other
ways she wanted Adyar to be a Flaming
Centre.

» * L

Whatever the circumference of her life
the Centre was devotion to the great Teach-
ers and the spiritual life animating all the
activities and spreading out into the
world. That was what she was keen about,
so that every activity whether of the School
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or of the workers could be a centre of
radiating life.

At that time there was no Kalakshetra.
[f there had been 1 should have had the
joy of having her bless it on the physical
plane.

She desired to have all these activities
coordinated inte one channel for spirit-
val outpouring. What is the difference
between our activities and those of the
world? That we may ke able to spread
aproad into the world the spirit of the
Great Teachers and of such great leaders as
Dr. Besant and Bishop Leadbeater, for on
such a day as this | can never forget the
one whom she called her “twin.” They
both stood for Adyar, and for the applica-
tion of the essence of Theosophical teaching
to the problems of the world, so that the
great force of Theosophy might give a com-
mon direction and change the world that
today is so full of ignorance, selfishness and
misery.

* » *

On this 1st of October | am not merely
thinking of how beautiful she was and of
my own personal connection with her, |
want today to think what she would do. |
can never forgat my special gratitude and
devation to her, for it was she who Ffirst
opened my eyes. | was only studying in the
jower classes of the school when | met her.
| told her, “l want to work for you and help

you." She asked, “Do you not want to
continue your school studies ? " | answered,
“} should like to work for you.” | still feel
| want to work for her and her principles
and for her spirit. 1 still want to work under

her direction. And [ feel that the only way-

in which we can express that wish which so
many of us have is to make the whole world
conscious of that teaching.

How much she did for India! How little
India recognized ! How little gratitude India
showed her! Yet she did not feel unhappy
for not being recognized, but enly felt un-
happy because India was not saved. | should
ke her work to be continued because of
us. But ! alsa wish she would be recognized
as one of the great saviours of India. 1 do
not feel a greater person has come for
many, many centuries. We must not only
send out devotion but search our minds and
hearts, remembering her ideals,

Why have we been sent here ? Why have

we come here? To fulfil her spirit, to live "

more complately dedicated lives, to give
curselves irrespective of personal conveni-
ence to the service of Adyar and to the
service of Dr. Besant and to the sarvice
of the Great Teachers, and in every way,
whether small or big, to pour ourselvas
out in devotion, in practical commensense,
always in spiritual ways, all over (ndia. This is
my MNew Year's Dedication and wish it would
be our common dedication as well.

If you want to know more, try to help more. True knowledge

comes when eager service calls,

—G. S. ARUNDALE

Kalakshetra Presentation

SIR P. 5. SIVASWAMY AIYER in presenting

on the 27th of September, Vijaya-
dasami Day, a diploma in Bharata Natya to
Shrirmati A. Sarada, and in presiding over the

JArangetral of Shrimati 5. V. Lalitha, senior
students of Kalakshetra, said that few realized

what severe training and discipline were
undergone by the dancers to reach such per-
fection in rhythm and abhinayam. He spoke
of the universal appeal that danting has to
peopie of every taste and expressed his
gratitude to all who had revived and raised
the art from its former decadent state.

The two girls first dedicated themselves
in the time-honoured manner to the Lord of
the Dance, and especially noticeable in their
dancing was the purity and beauty that come
only from a spiritual intent. The large audi.
ence present in the Sundareshwarar Hall,
Mylapore, enthusiastically responded to the
finely executed varnam, tillana, and padams.

_-Again was noted the absence of the pro-

tessional nattuvanar on the stage and the
well-blended performance of the musiciane
and nattuvanars trained by Kalakshetra.

“ People are now learning dance every-
where. There is hardly a house where some-
ohe is not learning to dance,” said Shrimati
Rukmini- Devi, referring to the great revival

of interest in Bharata Natya. * What is th
difference in Adyar and dancing elsewhere
First and foremost, it is not merely techniqu
but the spirit of the art. | want these girls t
become great devotees of India, ta under
stand true Indian culture. | hope they wi
become in a small way always, and some
times in a big way, messengers of Indja
culture not only to India but to the whol
world. | hope the time will come whe
these pupils will go thraughout the world an:
show something of the spiritual backgroun
of India. That is te me the most importan
To know how to dance is possible to anyone
but to know haw to give the right spirit, tha
is essential,

“We speak the revival of the India
dance. Why did the dance die? Becaus
there was something in it that had to die
We do not want that something to b
revived. Instead, we shouid revive the an
cient spirit of the true art, minus that whic
deserved to die, for if the latter is revive
it will again die. That is what we should ¢
today. However much we may learn, w
must contribute our educational and cultur:
peint of view and lift the whale art to suc
a level that India Herself-is served and Indi

Herself is savaded . sommitie 4, o
f‘:‘ D g

ot
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A National Day

Sum f a talk by Rukmini Devi given at the Gokhale Hall, Madras. pn 1 O_ctober 1944
an the {cagca;?:r:yofothe V.M.I.K., Founders’ Day celebrations which is also Dr. Besant’s birthday.]

DR. BESANT was the very first pioneer in

India who gave to India the magni-
ficent faith in her ancient traditions, the
magnificent knowledge of all the religions of
India. To her so many religions existed in India,
not in order that they might quarrel with ane
another, but that we might prove to the world
that we know how to understand each other.
That is where we have to set the great
example.

Dr. Besant never liked being called an
Englishwoman. She was very proud of the
fact that she was Irish. She said, ** It is my
Irish blood that gives me the power to fight,
for the lrish are fighters for freedom, they
are mystics and great idealists.” She sacri-
ficed so much of her position in the world
for the sake of the truth she knew. Many
people used to feel if only she had never
become a Theosophist, what a great and
magnificent power she would have been.
But when she met the person whom she
called her " Guru,” she did not care about
public opinien, She had to be true %o her-
self, and | can say it was this truth that
always led her to the last and was the quid-
ing spirit of her life. She said **Nothing
eise need be written about me except to
She tried to follow Truth” We all
know how she tried to follow truth not only
in great things but in the smallest things of
everyday life.

Dr. Besant not only had the greatest faith
and belief in ancient Indian culture but also
in the future of India. | do not know how
she would feel if she were living today, but
) fee! sure she would not ba happy in seeing
the deterioration of Indian culture. She had
great faith in culture as the spiritual keynote
of India. She said that unless Indian spiritual-
ity comes to the foreground the gaining of

political freedom will not make India happy.
india must be not only a free but a happy
nation. What are we going to do with
freedom if we are going to have a freedom
which is a mere copy of sorme other country
in the warld when we really have a unique
culture? Such a freedom would be freedom
of the body but not of the soul, and Dr.
Besant was a great believer in freedom for
the soul of India.

There were very few organizations for the
service of India that were not inspired by
her whether in the religious, social, educa-
tional, political or other fields. Qut of her
ideal for India came the founding of the
Central ,Hindu College in Benares. Out of
her ideal came the founding of Harijen
schools long before other people were work-
ing in this field. She began the work for .
the freedom of Indian women, and also the
first movement to prevent child marriage.
the Sons and Daughters of India, the mem-
bers of which pledged themselves not to
marry their daughters before the age of
sixteen,

Her daily life was most perfect and her
character so beautiful. She was so regular
in her devotion. The first thing she did
every morning was to obfer her prayer to
the Great Ones and invoke Their Blessing,
not that she might become recagnized and
have some personal advantage, but that
through Their Blessing might core happiness
to India.

Ne one was a greater friend of the poor.
If her name is mentioned in public the poor
people cheer., 1 remember an cccasion in
America when she found that at a big public
lecture she was to give, Negroes were not
allowed, for race prejudices exist ‘elsewhere
as well as here. She felt very unhappy and

a6
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sent a message to the Negroes saying, “May
| come and be with you and speak to you 7"
They agreed with great happiness, and that
speech of hers was one of the most wonderful
| have ever heard. She never sought for sensa-
tionalism. She did not mind if she was not
Y%nown or recognized, but she wanted justice
everywhere. She wanted that there should
be no poverty and suffering.  She was a
champion of tne animal as much as of the
poor people, and she gave magnificent lec-
tures on kindness to animals, saying ti:\at
true Ahimsa does not mean merely doing
nothing that is harmful, being harmEess,. but
it means going out of our way to be actively
kind and helpful everywhere.

There are many memories. | hope a day
will come when the whole of India will know
there was one very very great Messenger,
one very very great person, that they will
forget her nationality and remember only the
fact that she was Indian, for that matters
more than anything else. That they wil

“remermber she was a very very great Indian,

a most patriotic Indian who loved India in

every possible way, She studied many
tanguages. She wrote many stories, and |
hope among the best books of the world
there will be included a Life of Dr. Besant.
I hope the time will come when we will at
least say, “We are not ungrateful.” Ir-
respective of others, the highest quality we
can show is gratitude to all who have helped
our Nation.

In 1947 comes her Centenary birthday
and | wish we could make this a National
Day of Rejoicing all over India, not only by
teling the whole of India about her and
celebrating this Day all over the world, not
merely by praising her, not merely by various
constructive schemes for work in India, such
as founding institutions and writing books.
but to truly appreciate her by bringing to
the foreground the wonderful ancient cuiture
and spirituality which is the highest genius
of India. If we regain our genius, we shall
never have to ask the world to,respect us
or ask it to recognize us. The world cannot
help recognizing us then, for we shall not
much talk but be truly Indian in life as wel.

Fducation for World Citizenship

{The following Article is reproduced from The Education Digest and is b
N. Kefauver, the chairman of the Liaison Committee for International Education, U 5. A ]

N the recent past, education has often
been directed toward the ’clev'e_lopme.nt

of a narrowly selfish nationalistic citizenship,
In the postwar period, the development_of
world citizenship will be one pf the most vital
tasks of education in all nations. Education

%5r world citizenship includes the develop-

ment of understandings. ide-gls, and. abilities.
The fully effective world citizen will under.
stand the main characteristic of the world in
which he ¢lives. With such understanding,
the need forworld cooperation will scarcely
require further demanstration. He will behave

. —

y Grayson

in a manner which recognizes the dignity
equality, and brotherhood of man. He wil
exercise his responsibility as a citizen of the
world. In short, he will appreciate desph
the value of world cooperation. His abilitie
will include the command of some mean
of communication through language witd
other peoples of the world. He will haw
the desire and ability to use his full in
teligence in attempting to solve woil
problems,

In order to achieve these objectives, it |
recommended that educators in all the Unite



THE YOUNG
CITIZEN

88

Mations arrange for effective international
co-operation in:

1. Examining the curriculum to determine
how the development of werld citizenship
may permeate the teaching of all subjects,
and eliminating the content and materials
which foster intolerance, prejudice, and war
among the peoples of the world.

2. Providing for the broadest study and
teaching of humanities philosophy, ethics,
history, literature, and the arts) as a means
of developing human relationships and inter-
national understanding and of stabilizing basic
values.

3. Developing an understanding of the
effects of the physical environment on
culture, of the effects of culture on human
personality, the distribution of world resources
and population, the lanes of world transporta-
tion and communication, and the growing
interdependence of the modern world.”

4. Proyiding for the careful study of
modern technology and economy on which
world interdependence rests and adequate
standards of living for all depend.

S.  Studying the development of culture
to show the growing unity of the world, and
man's long struggle for peace and security.

6. Studying the great religious teachings
and faiths of the world to show man’'s com-
mon  aspirations and spiritual ideals, and to
help to develop a personal philosophy of living.

7. Teaching the scientific method of
solving problems and developing the spirit of
science which contributes to human better-
mant to the degree that it is free from narrow
nationalistic and closed cultural relations.

8. Preparing instructional materials to
support the proposed changes in content.
In certain argas, ¢common reference materials
used throughout the world are desirable.

9. Providing for a wider use of the news-

paper, periodical, pamphlet, radio, motion

picture, library, art galleries, museum, et
cetera, on all levels of instruction: child,

youth, and adult. Radio programmes for
world transmission and motion pictures and
newspapers for world distribution are edu-
cationally desirable.

10. Selecting an internationally understand-
able language and encouraging the teaching,
of it wherever feasible in elementary and’
secondary schools in order to foster world
intercommunication and understanding.  This
language can be employed in certain reading
materials, radio programmes, periodicals, and
motion pictures in order to ensura its con-
tinual use. More effective methods of
language instruction should be used and the
study of languages generally encouraged.

11. Developing and using methads of
instruction which will facilitate effectiveness
in world citizenship, such as international
correspondence among students. .

12. Providing for a very substantial in-
crease in the international interchange of
students and teachers, planned and managed
30 as to cbtain the maximum value from

:

such experiences. f

13. Providing international institutes and
increasing the number of centers of learning
where teachers from different nations can
study world problems and cultures under
competent instructors.

14. Providing a translation service for old
and new materials for educational use in
various countries,

The above measures constitute an ambiti-
ous programme that will reguire devoted
efforts over a long period of time by schaools
and all mind and character forming agencies,
service organizations, et cetera. Not every
part of the programme will need to be
developed simultaneously. Progress can be
made on various points as opportunity offeryd
Our greatest danger is not that we shail
overestimate the present influence of edu-
cation but that we shall make too timid and
mean an estimate of its potentiakpower for
developing & peaceful world. a

Printed and Published by C. Subbarayudu, at the Vasanta Press, Adyar, Madras, *
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The Crow's Nest

OUR Editor is on a north Indian tour

visiting  Hyderabad, Secunderabad,
Bom!::ay. Indore, Hyderabad {Sindh), Karachi,
Dglh}, Lucknow and Benares. Elsewhere in
this issue we are publishing some reports that
we have received of her visit to a few places.

+Her tour has been a phenomenal success.

She has given her dance recitals to packed
and very appreciative audiences everywhere,
The Dance Drama...Kuravanji—which ‘she has
produced and is being presented on this tour
has also been received enthusiastically by the
public. Wherever she has gone people have
evincad great interest in her work of India's
Cuiltural revival that is being carried on through
Kalakshetra. One of the hewspapers in Bom-
bay has remarked that Rukmini Devi is doing in
the field of art and culture in India what
mighty Besant did in the sphere of politics. We
feel sure that Rukmini Devi's unbounded en-
thusiasm for and unstinted devotion to the

cause of art and culture in India will enable India

ito reslize her spiritual and cultural freedom.

India's political and economic emancipation

will be:- of no avail if she remains culturally

and spiritually enslaved. [ndia needs tremend-

ous culturpl reawakening sq that her soul may
’
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be released for the greater glory of th
world,
# L] »

As this issue of our journal will be ready fo
despatch just towards the end of Novembe
we offer our very affectionate and loyz
greetings to Dr. G. S. Arundale on his 66|
birthday which falls on 15t December. Dr
Arundale is a great friend of youth. To cormu
into contact with him is to be enthused with
great fire of idealism. He evokes greatnes:
from Youth and is a firm believer in Youtt
taking tha helm of affairs in world reconstruc.
tion. It is impossible for us to exprass ir
words our gratitude to him for all that he has
done for Youth in general and for the Youth
of India in particular, - We hope that he wil
be long spared to guide the Youth of the
World !

Dr. Arundale is also on a north Indian tour
and has been delivering lectures on political
educational and Theosophical subjects. We
propose to reproduce some of his talks in
this journal for they will prove of abiding
interest to all the young citizens of this caun.
try and also of the world. ‘

* * *
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17th November is the Foundation Day of
The Theosophicai Society and this day is
observed all throughout the world by Theos.
ophists and those who are in sympathy with
the objects of this great World Movement.
The 69th birthday of The Theosophical Society
was celebrated in Adyar when a meeting was
held over which Mr. N. Sri Ram, the Vice-
President of The Theosophical Society presid-
ed. In the evening there was a well-attend-
ed meeting in Madras when speeches were

made relating the -grawth and development
of this International Movement during the
last sixty-nine years. At night the Vasanta
Round Table, Adyar prasented dramatic
sketches. in which fittla children and older
members of the Round Table displayed
their dramatic talents, and that too of no
mean order.  Thus the birthday of The Theo-
sophical Society was a day of great joy and
happiness at the International Headquaiterga

t. Fa

A Triumphant Tour In North India

DR. ARUNDALE, Shrimati Rukmini Devi
and a party of Kalakshetra students
left Adyar on 1%th October on a North
Indian tour. They are visiting Hyderabad
(Deccan) Bombay, Indora, Hyderabad {Sindh),
Karachi, Delhi, Lucknow and Benares. Shri.
mati Rukmini Devi will be giving Bharata Natya
recitals and staging a Dance Drama at all these
places. So far we have received reports of
very successful dance recitals and Dance
Drama performances at Hyderabad, Secun-
derabad and Bombay. Newspapers all over
the north are full of praises for the wondet-
ful art displayed by Rukmini Devi and for
the very vaulable work that is being done
by Kalakshetra under her teadarship. It is
not possible for us to reproduce all that has
appeared in various newspapers and journals
as our journal has too little space to cover all
these beautiful references. We are however
reproducing a few of these in order that oyr
readers may know how the work of our
Editor has received appreciation by persons
utterly divergent in their outlooks with regard
to Indian Art and Culture,

The Forum from Bombay in its Women's
page dated 29 October 194{1 writes : ** Ruk-
mini Devi is steadily achieymg in art what
mighty Besant achieved in the realm of

politics.” Referring to Kalakshetra, it says:
“ This school of classic Indian Art draws
forth young devotees, male and female from
all over India. As the President-Founder of
Kalakshetra, Rukmini Devi bases her entire
planning on spirituality and simplicity.”

The Sunday Standard, Bombay, refarring -

to Kuravanji, the Dance Drama presented by
Rukmini Devi for the first time in Bombay,
says 1 ““ The play necessitated the adaptation
of Bharata Natya to the ballet form. This
was not altogether an innovation, since Ram
Gopal had done it in his last recital—but
Rukmini Devi's presentation was distinguished
by a better finish and polish, and, what is
mare, by a mare skilful choreographic arrange-
ment which is more difficult of achievement
in a dramatic performance lasting for nearly
two hours. Rukmini Devi played the main
role of Vasant Valli with considarable charm
and grace, . . "

The Bombay Sentine! writers :  Rukmini
Devi is undoubtedly the greatest exponent
of Bharata Natya which according to her i§"
‘" meant to give happiness to the world ; it is
even more of an offering to the Deity, and
the audience should be inspiieq& to offer
worship with the dancer as thelancer dances

in the praise of the Lord.” It is hecause of
£

-

»
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this high idaalism of her spirit of dedication
that Rukmini Devi has been able to craate
during her dance performance an atmosphere
and feeling of deep spirituality. She has not
only made known all over the country,

o

Bharata Natya, Indian Classical Dance, but
while keeping to the ancient traditions has
given it the touch of her own individual and
artistic genius revealing through her art some
of the lost glorias of our motherland.””

Be Happy!

[The following are extracts from a talk given by Dr. Arundale to the studants of the Mahboob

Sehool, Secunderabad. - Jt. Ed.].

l AM going to make one or two sugges-
tions. You will not be able to carry
them out under the existing system of edu-
cation in this country. | should like to say
to all of you what | am always saying to
myself and what | would say to everybody :
Be as happy as you can. A happy life is
. @ssentigl.  Be joyful. Do not take anything
too sadly. Try to be light-hearted. Try
to enjoy yourselves in your work, in your
play. in everything that you do. It is not
easy- Under the existing system of educa-
tiod you have to work tao hard and in the
wrong way.

if only a great teacher called Madame
Montessori, the greatest teacher in the world
today, if only she could have her way here
in India where she is at present, she might
have made you all happy by giving you a
happy system of education. But nobody
cares for Madame Montessori in India. No-
body invites her to come hera or pays any
attention to the greatest genius that has

§v=xisted for many a century. ~She knows how

to make every student happy—happy in
mathematics, happy in geometry, happy in
Semskrit, happy in every single subject of
the curriculim. How do | know she can
make y£ appy ! She has done that in

the Bes?nt Theosophical School in Adyar.

Students are happy there because she has
made them happy, she has trained the
teachers and studerts how to be happy,
while at school, while learning, while pre.
paring to earn their living in the Future., But
nobody pays any attention and the kind of
education you have is machine-like. Into
your brains there is thrust a pipe and the
teacher comes and forces down the instruc-
tion into your brains. Who is going to be
happy with that kind of forcible feeding ?

When | say to all of you the great abject
of fiving is to be happy. [ am casting seeds of
happiness on very rocky around. They wil
not take root, | wonder how many student:
and teachers of the older generation are
happy, light-hearted, so that they are al.
ways smiling even if difficulties and troubles
come, even if they fail or their pupils fail ir
their examinations, How many can say, I
failed today, | will succeed tomorrow. | arr
enjoying myself, | am laughing about it all ?
Rather how many students will go about
teeling very sad and solemn, saying: “Am |
going to pass my examination? Shall |
satisfy my teacher ? Will the teache
be angry with me because | have nof
learned my lessons?”' That is the kind of
thing that is going on all the time—fear
everywhere.
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| am here not so much to talk to you but
to show you that in this man here there is a
happy person. Of course | do not say that
sometimas if difficulties are a little trouble-
some one might not feel a little bowed down
by the troubles. But generally | feel alart
and happy, and | have my difficulties and
troubles as anyone else.

Why am | happy? Because sooner or
later India is going to be a happy, a free
country. India is going to be a wonderful
country in the future and | am looking at that
future. If there is darkness here, and now,
it does not matter provided there is light over
there to which | am trying to move. So |,
an individual who is happy, hope that some

of my happiness may stream out and help
you a little just for the time being.

How are we to be happy ? That is 2 little
more difficult, but | can tell you. 1 have not
come here without being happy and krowing
how to become happy. How can we be
happy ? By making other people happy. It
is the only way. You can only get happiness
as you make other people happy. If yau
are selfish and think the way to be happy is
by satisfying yourselves at the expense of
other people you will never be happy. Sup-
posing you can make one person happy.
You will be happy, happy in other peaple’s
happiness. And that is the anly way to be

happy.

War And Culture

ADDRESSlNG a public meseting at the
Hyderabad Y.M.C A, in ihe course of

her present tour, Rukmini Devi strongly urged

the revival of true Indian Art and Culture.

Culture included, she said, everything be-
autiful and essential to life. One might have
greater intellectual capacities, ane might
acquire scientific knowledge and obtain acade-
mic distinction, but without culture one’s
achievements would be nothing. A country
or nation was known and respected by other
countries and nations for the standard of
culture it had attained.

Shrimati Rukmini Devi said that there was
no difference between art and culture, The
essence of culture was art. Art was a form
of expression of culture. If all the countries
and nations in the world were cultured and
lived up to what culture taught, gave and
aimed at, she was sure there would be no
wars.

Referring to Indian culture Shrimati Ruk-
mini Dewvi said that Indian culture was es-
sentially spiritual. The conception of art in

ancient India was all that was splendid, pure
and beautiful, Indian art and culture were .
enriched by the contributions of various
sects of people inhabiting the country as
well as by those peoples who had come to
India and made it their home. India was
once at the height of civilisation and her
arts attained the highest approbation of the
world. India was a land where literature
Hourished.

Shrimati Rukmini Devi proceeding deplored
the tendency of the people to pay little or
no attention to Indian art, culture or literature
but rather, she declared, they paid greater
attention to everything western and attempt-
ed to imitate the westerners in manners
and customs, She blamed the presant educa-
tional system in India for this state of affairs and,
pleaded that the educational system should
be so organised as to form a part of fife.

The lecturer regretted that Indians were
careless and ignorant of the greatness of
their own poets,” dramatists, artins, philos-
ophers and herces. Indians knewvery little

e
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ibout the literature of the Tamilians, Bengalis,
lelugus. Kennadas, Maharashtrians ar any
sther pasticulpr community. On the other
send Indians knew more about the western
iterature and knew everything of the west.

Shrimati Rukmini Devi questioned the value
of the presant rush of young men and women
nto the fields of dancing and other arts
wvithout the necessary background of a know-
edge of indian history, Indian architecture,
ndian painting, Indian literature, Indian history
snd Indian philosophy,

Shrimati Rukmini Devi made a strong ap-
yeal for the revival of spirituality and every-

19 4 4

thing beautiful in India. She exhorted the
audience to look to the past for inspiration
and mould it in the present for India’s future
greatness. She concluded by saying that no
real unity in India could be achieved unless it
was based on culture. No lasting and per.
manent peace could be established in the
world unless in their cultural relations there
was a true understanding between nations.
She looked forward to the time when India
would again show to the world the essence
of her divine, her wonderful and her eternal
culture.

-—(A.P1. in The Deccan Chronicle)

I'm Going to Be a New Man

By STEPHEN LEACOCK

[One of the last pieces the famous humerist and econamist wrote before his death)

UST now we are all filled with the idea
of postwar raconstruction, rebuilding
.he railways, recharting the air, shoveling
ip the cities. | propose, my dear friend,
that es a first need for a postwar world
you reconstruct yourself a little; shovel up
a lot of yourself and throw it away : knock
pourself down and start over. And in
particular cast away the minor grievances
snd animosities that the fierce light of war
has brought down to their true pettiness.
How trivial are the things we used to
Epss about! | have known two professors
f Greek who ceased speaking ta each
sther because of divergent views an the
pluperfect subjunctive. I've seen friends
drift apart over golf just because one could

play bettgr but the other counted better.
l recal old men who were bitter
Sartisan  fopponents. Old  Archie hadn't

spoken to old Sidney for ten years; no,
siree | Archie was a Grit, and Sidney was
a Tory You don't know what that means ;
but then. neither did they. Anyway, they
sat each morning in the country tavern with
their newspapers. Each started a sideways
campaign of sneers, addressed to the room
but intended for the other: "l see where
some darn’ fool of a Tory." etc. So it went
on for years. Then old Sidney died. | saw
old Archic at Sidney’s funeral, standing, shrunk
and silent, his head shaking from side to side.
They said that at the next election (his last)
he changed his vote.

S0 while there is yet time, let us realize
how insignificant are these animosities—what
good fellows we all are in reality. | recall an
English music-hall song with the refrain “He's
ali right when you know him, but you've got
to know him first.” We are al fike that. | am
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sure | am, and | think it likely that you are.
You may lock pretty disagreeable, but that's
because you can't help it with that face of
yaurs. Let people realize that it is only
your face, that behind it you are all right.

And, mind you. we can do this if we try.
We all do it once ayear at Christmas; we
pretend to be such good fellows that some-
how the whole world looks brighter for the
pretence,

For, you see, it is the illusion that is the

real reality. ‘Al the world’'s a stage.’ as
Shakespeare said or at least it could be if
we set ourselves to make it so. Come, let us
play our parts as we should like to play them
each according to his true self.

Il tell you why | want this reconstruction.
| don't believe we can mend our broken
world without it. Treaties and compacts,
legislation and.pledges, are worthless without
the heart and spirit of the pecple. In the
long run the world can move only with the
spint.

i'm going to start, anyway. |'m going to
pretend that I'm just the kindliest, friendligst
fellow that ever stepped along the street,
You'll notice it right away when you see me,
And you start, too. Don't wait for the
rebuilding of the railways and the rechart-
ing of d the reorganization of
trade”” ttlﬁ"h!; erica and all those
q!hgd' out. Don’t put it
: e United States.

d (Deccan) said :
there is antagonism,
ry “where there is discon-

“Will the victory “of the United Natfons

mi
sel give the world Peace and Happiness ?°

Dr. Arundale referred to the Lea
Nations characterising it only as the *
of Governments rather than of P
That is why it failed and will Yail un'
people of every country are behm.
the pecple of the great powers ayb
equally the peoples of China and l'nd

Dr. Arundale further remarked
type of person will not be represent.
Peace Conference and that is the ¥
every country, the youth who have t\'
the nations of the future. Only th:
haired people, the yssterdays, will b
and will say, - we have won the war|
fore, we will win the peace ' and v,
not! OQld people are very wel! in th
_ but on the whole they are better
the way [~

DOG RECEIVES TELEPHONE'

A verified story from Lafayetta, -
tells of two women who corrpla
Police Sgt. Cecil Baker that a dog
their car and wouldn't get out. Ba
moved the dog, found a tag with ti;
of A'lvm Fay, whom Baker then te!ep '

** Put the dog on the 'phone,” Fay
The Sergeant was dubious, but obe
“What are you doing up there
Fay admonished ? ** Gat right on hoer

Amazing as it may seem, the do
left the police station and proceeded
home.

In checking the story with Lafe
Chief of Police, William F. Taylor,
learned that the story was true ir
detail. Furthermore, the dog, a poin'
a number of unusual accomplishment
his master exhibits to anybody who is i
ed. For instance, the animal will ¢
order ta the butcher shop for rie
return carrying the package in his mot

Another accomplishment for which
has been trained .is in carrying Rt
bétween several places of businu.sr
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