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RECITATION IN OUR HIGH SCHOOLS"

By Sri C. 8. KrisaNa IvErR M.A,, Bangalore City

N this brief paper of mine, I propose to
place before you my humble views
on this subject, namely, what place Recita-
tion should occupy in the language classes
of our High Schools, with special reference
to English.

By ‘Recitation” is meant the art of repeat-
ing from memory --of course, with proper
pronounciation, tones emphasis, gestures
ete.—beautiful lines of poetry or sublime
passages of nrose, passages which breathe
lofty ideas and noble sentiments: those
which inspire ennoble us in ethical and
moral fields.

Time there was-—that too, not many
years ago—when this valuable and useful
art was not in so pitiable and forlorn a
condition as it is to-day. Some of you
may easily recollect with pleasure the
many occasions when such recitations were
very common (for instance, at the com-
mencement of the School Day celebration,
Debating Society etc.) But alas! it seems
to be fast dying out: it has well nigh perish-

ed, and like our village industries, here to
be revised in all its pristine glory.

While the poet says, old order changeth
giving place to new, the scientist proclaims
his dictum  matter always exists in some
form or othery the mathematiciam, not
to be left behind his comrade. comes
forward  with  his profit and loss,
his plus and minus. I do understnd how

“some of our ‘good old things' have died

because of the coming of new rivals or
substitutes. Typewriting has driven ous
good handwriting: Buses have ousted jut-
kas from the field of locomotion: Factory
goods have killed the products of our
handlooms: movies and talkies have made
our musicians poorer; photography has
pushed out painting. But I am at a loss to
find out that accomplishel and cunning
courtesan that has necked out this
housewife of ours—I mean Recitation—
from the School curriculnm.

It seems to me that one probable cause
for its decay is the sort of odium that has

* A paper read at the Mysore State Education League, Hassan,
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come to be atfached to the art of mewmori.
sing itself. - It i Being regardelas more
and more old-fashioned and out of date,
and hence fit for the preprinting era; more
snitable for our Pandits than for the
University products. Persons are no't
wanting to avert that it is unnecessarily
burdening the young childrens' brain with so
much of useless lumber,

Next there is the tendency of our pre-
sent day students to lead.as easy a life as
possible. They want to be spoonfed. The
clamour for notes dictation in institutions
of every type—be it professional or techni-
cal colleges, high or middle schools—and
the populsrity of Annotations, Handbooks
and other made easy series are sufficient
proofs of this tendency of theirs T think I
am not unduly harsh and ‘unsympa.thetic,
when I say that owing to a wvariety of
circumstances our boys and girls have
become less serious and more pleasure

loving. They do not seem to aspire for

anything more than a shallow and superfi-
cial knowledge; their only interest is to

know a very small bit of as many things as’

possible. It wont be a surprise to me, it
" in their enthusissm for silver screen and
sports, they forget our heroes like Haris.
;é?;an'drﬁ and Bl;iéhma in a few years’ time,
" A word of caution seems to be necessary.
Let not be misunderstood as advocating
moare gloom and pessimism for our youths.
Far from it, we, people of India; do need
more of humour and laughter, But let us
not go to the other extreme.
.. Abgence of snch prosa pasesges and poems
in many of oux-selected. amd presoribed
texthooks seems to-be a.third reason for its

neglect.  We all know how books come to
be prescribed as textbooks, for reasons other
thau their intrinsic worth. In our eagerness
for simplicity of diction and encouragement
to young modern authors, in our zeal to
choose easy and familiar things, for our
pupils, we too often prescribe books that
certain lessons which are more informative
than incpiring. We don’t get; what I may
call, Father time's gifted grains of litera-
ture. Our textbooks seldom do their duty
as teachers of morality and virtue.

The abundance of cheap anthologies—
Books like One thousand gems of poetry—
has also contributed its quota  to this sad
state of affairs. They are snid to have done
away with the necessary of storing our
memory with such passages. “Why take so
much trouble, when there is a ready refe-

rence book on our table has become the
motto of some,

Whatever be the causes for its neglect
and decay, I hope, that most of you will
agree with me, when I say, that Recitation
has great value, direct as well as indirect.
It certainly has an important role in our
schools and the step recently taken by the
Department of Education, Mysore, in com-
pelling the boys to learn by heart, a few
lines of poetry, in all the three High School
classes, is more in the right direction.

Poetry is not “a mere frivolous
accomplishment, the trifiing amusement of
a few idle readers or leisure hours.” Tt has
been “the study and delight of mankind in
all ages.” He who hasa contempt for
poetry cannot have much respect for him-

sel {r anything else is the opinion of &
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critic.” “It awakens and enlarges the
mind itself.” %It isa powerful civilizing
influence, nourishes the very roots of life
through imagination and trains personality.”’
Itisa joy in itself and cultivation of the
poetic facultly alone can preserve the
ability to enjoy. Another characterises it
as “the fine art of literature.” “The best
way to cultivate literary judgment is by
getting into direct contact with some of the
great and vital master pieces of English
Literature. (This is equally true of any
other language) by reading them over and
over again, by learning passages of them by
heart and by letting their goodness slowly
soak into us untill we have cowmpletely
absorbed it.” Mark these words! Goodness
has to soak into our minds!

I need hardly point out to you, that it is
the recollection of seme fine gems of poetry
stored in one's memory in the most impres-
sionable period of one’s live that helps one
tolead a rich and full life. Education
should help one to lead such a life.

I am not at all unaware of the fact thaf
we have many such beautiful lines of

* poetry and prose passages in our Indian

languages as well—Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Urdu, Malayalam etc., not to speak of that
spring Sanskrit. But do our boys commit
to memory lines of poetry in these lan-
guages at least? Do they care for soul inspir-
ing songs or devosional hymns?® Since
English has come to set the standard for
us in most of our literary pursuits and class

" room practices, my contention is that if

English sets the example, other languages
are sure to follow smit.

%"\ 187

If selected with care, these lines and
passages may be used, indirectly of course,
to teacher many ethical lessons and to
mould the character of our youths in the
most formative period of their career.
This is very necessary in our country, as
no direct religions or moral teaching is
imparted in our High Schools.

Then again, in spite of the great threat to
Democracy, many of us do believe that it
is sure to triumph in the long run, and our
faithsin it is so great that we arenot inclin-
ed to regard any other form of government
as so suitable for nurturing that most pre-
cious commodity, individual liberty.

Do we then realise the real implication
of Democracy? Is not the reality to
speak effectively an indispensable qualifi-
cation for a citizen in a democratic state ?
As Drury emphatically puts it, “If you
canuot stand up and talk for five minutes,
good naturedly and in a pleasing voice, and
say something without having a fit about
it, you are not educated, no matter how
many points you have won for college!”
Nothing will help our youths to acquire this
art as the training they get in our school
Debating Societies. Recitation of select
passages of prose and poetry has thusa
great indirect value in training them for
citizenship.

To conclude, it is a thousand pities that
we are allowing this precious art—Ilike so
many other valuable things of our country
—to die in this land of ours, the land in
which Vedas were committed to memory
for thousands of years (and even to-day are
committed to memory by a select few).
Practical experience emboldens me to say,
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that, of late, reading of our High School
students has become very poor, not only in
quantity but in quality too. There are
many boys in our sixth form who are
vnable to complete such well known pro-
verbs and sayings as ‘A stitch in time saves
nine,’ ‘Well begun is half done,” Ged helpg
those who help themselves” necessity is
the mother of invention:. -‘cleanliness is
next to godliness’ etc. It is high time
that we realise our responsibility in this
affair, and take prompt and adequate
measures to see that the habit of learning by
heart beautiful passages of prose and poetry
in all the language classes takes root among
the pupils of our High Schools. If we
continue to be softhearted enough to supply

them with well prepared and digested food
and starve their memory we will be doing
them more harm than good.

We have exempted them from learning
dates in History; we don’t expect thema to
remember the names of towns, provinces
rivers or mountains in gengraphy. Wae are
not so very particular ahout their learning
by heart mathematical tables; we do not
want them to commit to memory conjuga.
tion of verbs in grammar classes. We do not
want them to consult their Dictionaries
even !

I wonder, at this rate, what valuable
thing we will be teaching them in course of
time,
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“BUT"

By Brpin B. Banery, Hsq., Calcuttu.

OF all the words in the language against
which the grammarians should have
sonnded the ¢ siren’’ there is none so wan-
ton and capricious as your little * but. It
is a wonderful little thing. It can hurt, it
can heal; it can kick, it can kiss; It can frown,
it can smile. Like a hard-boiled politician
or a thorough-baked lawyer it can do the
opposites. It is, in short, a weapon of both
offence and defence.

You may call John a good man, an honest
man and if in the next breath you go on-
“but Jobn is often found snoring in the
drains in the frosty night of December ” will
you not mar for ever the reputation of the
poor man ? Will not bis drinking bouts, his
preference of soft filth in the gutter in the
cold to the softest bosom in the world in a
cosy bed in winter, his recklessness in squ-
andering money uand carelessness in allow-
ing his kiddies to growlike colts dull—your
fine eulogy on his goodness and honesty?
At one stroke of “ but you finish John for
ever. The little match-stick explodes the
whole magszine; the small drop contami-
nates the big barrel. Like a shell frow the
sky it scatters ruin abroad and stifles repu-
tation.

“But” is, againy elustic enough to set
John rebounding when you press him hard.
After dragging him through the mire, if
you throw a fortilising shower of praise
after “but ” , John will at once bloom into
a beantiful being. “ But’’ helps to turn
your blemish into a foil to set off John’s

virtues. It gives start to the reaction

to save John. You began by scoffing.
John and  “but” turns the whole
scile: the encomiums that you lavishly
bestow after * but” will at last laud John to
the ckies. The little thing does the work
of a giant. A foolish syvage-looking old
servant is raised into an angel with the
magic touch of “but” at the bands of a
prince of poets. The wizard koew the
potential might of “ but ” and su arranged
his background as to heighten the effect for
turning a boor into a sunt. *“ But” is
indeed the magician’s wand that with a
flourish can change a diamond into dust
and dust into a diamond and can raise from
the most nauseiting filth a flower of the
most delicate perfume. * But” can make
* heaven of hell and hell of heaven ’. Like
the wayward little Cupid of the poets, “but”
is the most whimsical little chit of the
gramcarians. Like the god-child of the
scriptures, it is an all-powerful little thing.

What is polite talk of genteel society, or,
for the matter of that, what is the trend of
the modern civilisation? Is it not a judi-
cious use of “but” and its allies. though, yet,
however, nevertheless, still etc? A Sonthal
or a Bhil who does not know how to qualify
his speech will accost his brother point
blank a rascal and rogue, a villain and
scoundrel, and there will be puckering up of
brows, gnashing of teeth and a regular
scuffie will ensue. But a civilised being or
a refined rogue will do exactly the same
thing, call his friend a wretch or a black-
guard but will coat the choicest epithets
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with a veneer of praise followed by “but.”
This will neutralise the poison, mellow the
temper, smooth the ruffled brow and the
friend may part even with a genial smile,
Cosmetics, pomatums and gaudy apparel are
now called forth to hide ugliness for winn-
ing men’s minds.

A ball from the blue or a touch at the
trigger may nowadays send legion of Gamas
or Goliaths to their doom, while a little
push at the switch may flood the whole
 world with light or bring the world’s news

“to your door every evening. Physical

science has in these days proved to be a
weapon of both destruction and constraction
and has found a Hitler and an Edison as
her exponents. The little ‘“but” has both
these heroic virtues in its tiny frame; it can
destroy; it can create, it cun make, it can
unmake; it is, in fact, an epitome of modern
civilisation. Sir William Ramsay, an
eminent chemist and Nobel prizeman found
in the use of soap the measure of a country’s
civilisation the more is the use of soap made
by & country, he sayss the more civilised
is that country. Can we not in the same
strain say that the language, manners and
behaviour of modern society becomes polite,
polished and palatable when a little sauce
of “but” is added to the coarse viands. It
. js the pivot on which your vannted civilisa-
tion seems o rest.

No doubt language was in the beginning
Toeant to express feslings but-

‘Where Nature's end of language is declin’d,
‘Men talk only to conceal, their mind

and they do it in the pleasa.ntest way through
contraries. The learned ‘man has, mostly
speaking. no'mind-he has eaten so much of
t‘he ﬁmt of the forbidded tree that his mind

oscillates between ‘aye’and ‘nay’ and the
whole firmament is turned into a battle field
of “but” and its allied force. If he is about
to fix his mind on a certain course of action,
an appeal or even a challenge, comes from
the opposite quarter demanding his atten-
tion and the poor man after cogitating over
the pros and cons of the opposites at last
ends by arguing the whole thing away.
“Lawyers and painters can soon make

black white”” so says the proverb and the .

little adversative becomes & handy weapon
in the hands of the former to do the feat.
Why lawyers alone ! Who in these days
of mad hunt for ‘“flthy lucre” piled his
hoards by sticking fast to truth and not
alloying it a little with some baser stuff ?
How many pockets could have jingled, how
many sky-scrapers could have raised their
heads unless you knew not only to “speak
the truth but to sneak it pleasautly.”

On the destructive more than on the con-
structive sile, parenthesis which isso pro.
fusely interspersed in the speeches of politi-
cians and statesmen, governors and rulers
and which may be called a distant, or,
shall say, oversea ally of ‘““but,” offers not
a little help to smash all noble sentiments
nobly uttered and reducs the whole sphere
of flattering hopes to smoke and cinders,
Every one knows how a “superior Purzon”
once glorified a poor little “so far as possi-
ble” to frustrate the genuine promises offer-
ed by a gracious Queen to her Indian
subjects.

All polite talks and polished socicties are
thus a clash between contratries and the
little “but” is the catalytic agent that com.
bines and harmonises the opposites to make
life enjoyable. “But” is indeed the fuleram
which keeps the balauce even.
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NU}RSERY SCHOOLS IN HYDERABAD"
By Miss D. WesBsTER, Hyderabad,

VERY little work has been done along this

line in Hyderabad State, but what is
being done is being done well, and a good
beginning has been made. The public, rich
and poer, is learning something of the value
of the Nursery School and beginning to use
the existing ones. This will csll for the

opening of many more as their worth is
proved. .

Nursery Schools exist in the Aurangabad
ares, mostly carried on by private com-
mittees and friends. There are quite s
number in the City and suburban areas of
Hyderabad, and the Methodist Mission have
some in Ibrahimpatnam, Karimnagar,
Wadiaram, Medsk and Masheerabad.
There are also a few in Secunderabad under
the Welfare Centre Committees. Having

summed these up, one realises how many
more are needed.

Age of Children.—The children are receiv-
ed from the ages of 2 to 5 years.. Occasion-
ally & child of under two is admitted with
an elder sister or brother, but the admission
of these babies is limited.

The ayerage numben of children on the
roll in school is about 80,

Aim of Schoolq.;To train the child in
good  habits 'df!"é‘léai;lin,ess,_"’ self-reliance,
truth, honestj and hqlpfglhes(é ‘to other and
each other. Bimple religious teaching is
given in some sthoels’: !5

- The care of the bodily health of the
Children is also considered an important
part of the work.

In the nurseries for the poor children,
each child is provided with a set of clothes,
a towel and comb, each clearly marked so
that they can always use their own pro-
perty. Bathing is included in the daily pro-
gramme and arranged so that the children
learn to do this themselves and enjoy learn.
ing to be clean.

In the nurseries for the children of well-
to-do parents, the towels etc. are provided
by the parents.

A period of rest and sleep is arranged
after midday.
' In the poor districts, as far as is finan-
cially possible, the children are given some
kind of nourishment. In some cases powder-
ed milk is provided and a wheat cunji
sweetened with brown sugar is given.

In the nurseries for well-to:do shildren
the food is brought from home, with the
exception of milk, which is provided by the
authorities. In these schools the chief work
isto cut down the amount of rich food,
the total amount of food and to encourace
the eating of more fruit and Vegeta.bl:s.
In one school during the year 1941 almost

the whole junior school of 250 children, had

8 piece of fruit each day. This sounds an
easy thing to accomplish, but was in fact a
stupendous job. Some of these schools are

* Repost read gt the_Sectiona]

‘ ; _ ’ Meeting on Nursery S i C
All Hyderabad Teachers' Assogiation, § on Nursery Schaals at the Fifth Annual Conference of the
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beginning to arrange food for the midday
meal to be bought by the children. The
menu is to include simple rice and curry
dishes, custards, junketsy raw and stewed
fruits in season etc.

In order that the children may develop
their powers of initiative and control, plenty
of opportunity is given for play. Toys of a
constructive variety such as bricks, cars,
sand ete. are provided and the teachers are
specislly trained to watch the children in
their play and encourage and help them
when needed, but not to interfere if the
¢hildren are happily occupied.

Gardening and the singing of simplesongs
and games are included in the programme.
Special attention is given to habit training
and the children learn how to keep their
own garden, their own hands, teeth and hair
clean.

No formal lessons are given.—The teach-
ing of reading and pumber work is not
begun, but every chance is given to them
to learn the use of their hands and senses
by letting them draw on blackboards, model
with clay, play with water in flat dishes, and
dramatise stories, and by general conver-
sation concerning the happenings in their
surronndings.

The Teachers or those in Control.~Even
in the smallest nursery school there should
be at least two teachers. These should not
be women who have been trained to teach
"in ordinary schools, but they should receive
g special training. We must remember the
‘pursery school must be more like & home
"than a school. Women should be chosen
‘who have a spacial aptituda and love for

small children. This training has been
commenced in a small way by Miss Swinner-
ton in the Medak district and then especially
for the nursery schools in her district and
rural areas.

In the city, so far nothing bas heen done,
but we trust that before long Governwent
will be able to take up this piece of work
for the very young that is urgently needed.

Nursery schools are needed is those dist-
ricts where both parents go out to work all
day.

Nursery schoolsare needed where mothers
do not know how to care for their children
properly. Here the nursery school could be
the centre of welfar work, where the
mothers could learn better ways of hand-
ling their babes.

Nursery schools are nesded for children
who spend a great deal of their time with
ayahs, who are usually untrained, and often
dirty in their habits, and who think their
chief work is to keep a child quiet.

Absolute regularity should not be enforced
in any nursery school. There are times
when a mother must have her child to
herself, to teach those things which only a
mother can.

SUGGESTIONS.

1. Could a committee be formed to func-
tion throughout the coming year in collect-
ing information about nursery schools here
and abroad? In collecting information
about Hyderabad things especially necessary
under Hyderabad conditions should be
noted, . g., '

a. The districts which advocate wheat

as the chief food.
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b. In some districts the nursery school
would need to function for a longer
part of the day while the parents
worked in the fields.

c¢. Around mills different hours and
conditions would be necessary etc.

2. There should be a very close touch

with the medical Department in some way,

" or-the controller of each nursery school

should constantly consnlt a doctor who is
interested in this work.

8. Nursery schools are very definitely
women’s work, but as in a few other things
we can’t get on without the help of men,
We look to the men to finance this great
projects. Women are not at the helm of
the good ship * Finance ", (perhaps it is just
as well they are not), so we appeal to the

men of Hyderabad to become more interest-

ed and help forward this work of child
nurture,

May I close with one instance to show
how vital this work is ?

In the pursery school of St. George’s we
have been recording the heights and weights
of the children, every month so that now
we have records for 44 years.

From these records we have found that
children between the ages of 8 and 4} years
grow % inch in a month,

Now while that astounding growth is
going on and probably there is the same
mental growth, the child must need the
right food and plenty of rest, relaxations,
and activity.

? Messrs.

“Model Bust of Sir T. Desikachariar
of Trichinopoly prepared on order for

B Bronze Bust, by Sri. M. N. Rajaram of

M. S. Nagappa & Co., Mount

Road, Madras and the son of the late
: Proprietor, Rao Bhadur M. S. Nagappa,
the talented artist of Madras.

SOME EDUCATIONAL CONCOMITANTS

IN A SERVICE TOUR

By ACHARYA DEaANESH TIWARY B.A. (Hons.) Dip. IN PrRiM. EDN TIRIL, Ranchi

EDUCATION apart from life, a,pa.r.l
from society, apart from God is
a oullity. Education through service and
service  through education of  the
community around has the basic
potentiality of being a real, live and
godly education.  Unless both the
teacher and the student feel the
burning desire to remould humanity, to
carry on the purpose of God, unless
both of them have their inner eyes open,
unless their body obeys their spirit in
the call of service, the education will
have neither practical nor moral vaiue.

The Macaulay plan of education,
the so-called Filtration theory filtered a
band of service-seekers. But they did
not attend to the serviee of the soul.
They attended to the service of the
stomach. The New Education at Seva
Ashram Siksha Upnivesh, Tiril (8 miles
fromm  Ranchi) tries a new filtration
theory where efficient citizens with public
and spiritual mindedness will be produced
who can be the guide and light of their
society. A harmonious #ud truly Indian
attitude towards God, Nature and Man is
necded in the New Education. This is
what Sevashram seeks to achieve.

The staff and students (all aborigines)
of the Ashram started on a service

Tour of Ranchi district with a programme

of 375 miles on foot. It was a unique
and ambitious project. The youngest chaps

Dadan and Dasarath were only eight years=
old. But the ample opportunity that the
tour would give of studying the conditions
and needs of the aborigines living in the
hills and plains of rendering service to
them in the matters of sanitation, medical
help and education of collecting the data for
evolving a curriculam for the aborigines
and the great enthusiasm of the boys
to look snd play with nature and the
wider world, together with its vast
educative value, were enongh to justify
our tour.

It would be a long tale to tell were
I to describe or even try to describe
the numerous tangible and intangible
educative influences in the way. HEach
day with its journey on foot and the
programme in the village of sanitation,
census and medical  help, and the
management of the party with all its
paraphernalis, brought projects and bye-
projects. Responsibilities were laid on
the shoulders of the students in groups
and individuals which recruited all their
resources and ingenuity. There is no
fuel for the next meal and the student
meal chief with the fuel-chief would
raid the nearby forest or the village.
The lathis would becorne the axe and
the students would in no time gather
enough fuel by shearing the green
trees of their dying branches. It was
a pleasure to them to act as interpreters
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of their teachers’s speeches to the
Mum‘las ‘and  Kraous as also to address
- eetings themselves. This gave them
much practice in public speaking. The
olggr students did all thijs, while the
younger ones would eagerly await their

Own turn which thay may have in some
fu;ure tour.

An interesting side project took the
fastination of the younger boys when
the party had to stay on the bank of
a hilly rivulet Seelam some 4 miles from
G.umla. (2 subdivisional town of Ranchi
distriet) on our way to Ramsekha, The
bank was so steep and dangerous tha
we for atime were dumb and confounded
as to how our two bullock-carts would
cross i‘t. We had to wait there for
over two hours till the carts reached
there. Meanwhile ' the younger chaps
l)‘egan their play on the sand, in the
nver and on the tress. Those on the
sand had a nice companion in g stray
dog whom we called «Tommy. Neither
the boys nor the dog has the Jescer
energy. While some were playing with
Tommy, my eyes fell on the efforts of
thx_‘ee young chaps Lalit Kumar Liakhan,
a.n.q,Che:r&n—who were trying to check
the "How of the rivalet, some 20 ft.
w1de, i_although it was only ankle-deep,
To & layman it was a foolish and
fruitless affair. ‘But to me it was ag
e&?&ii{onal"_ treat. The cause of the
éﬂit{ppio:‘zs‘_ was taken up by thejr
fellows and soon & host hag gathered
m the bosom  of Natnre playing with
the mighty Mother. A sind bank was

mbnin acordes the stream- But now

'
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here and now there woulq the embank:
mez'nt be broken, It Was a might 31;!",
project and the matter was notgsoyl' "
as they had thought befope, Some ;ight
to’ the nearby jungle angd cut g few
branches with the only balng, (fars )G‘W
the party. The branches ¥ ia

: were i

across,  little. big ¢l 8y and stolr!:'ld
' es

were  summoned and for 4 while it

Seemed that Mother
h:r cl‘lrildren triumph, I Was remindeq
ol a Vedic tale Wherein j i
h'ow Sage Vishwamityq pra.y:d de:zl’lf:;d
rivers Vipas (Vyas) ang Shatadry (Sa,tlaf;
to let the army of Bharat pass throng, ;1
them and hoy they acceded to :is
request and ebbed their fioyw. There was
8 compx:omise there and there wag g
compromise here. Mother Natare acceded
to the desire of the children snd ghg
cha.nged her course instead of frustratin
their ambitious project. In theiy gre&gt
1?10111.ent of excitement ang glee the
tinkling of the bells hanging in the
n.ecks of the bullocks wys heard and g
high hurrah ran gl through the valle
The setting sun joined thejr glee. Sor:;
questions  “How why and s feyw talks
and the project had besn fully exploiteq.

Nature woylq let

.During our stay at Lohardaga, we
raided the Bagaru Hill, some eight mileg
off. It was our first climb during ¢he
four. Smell ripe Karaunds gang other
]?ngle fruits and leaves came to our
belp against the scorching rays of th
sun and oft and anop we r ;

f
selves. The hijl D oshed our.

contains bayxite mine

e a dynamite bre
ak
gave them a host of informations. Tpe
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matter wus taken up and talked out gather gave us both staff and students
even on our return journey to Liohardaga. the opportunity to study them com- .
The students had an ides of & plateau paratively their manners, customs, dress,
with its farming and habitation on the religious beliefs, etc. Ramchandra’s exile
said hill where the golden Surguja was was no longer a story but a reality.

overflowing in the fields cultivated by They had a great pride in having Shri
the few hamlets there. Ramchandra live a life like theirs.

In our journey to Ramrekha from The ancient
Gunela lay the furious river Shankh, datingas back as the Guptas and Biru
the biggest in Ranchi district. We had .59 Tavadit brought the link of ancient
been told before that the river would pigtory and civilization of Chota Nagpur
have to be crossed on boat. But to pafore the students.
our utter surprise and distress we found
oply a Crusoe type of boat dug out in
& log. We were in a fix. We had
two cart loads of Iuggages and forty
children. In a moment our older boys
and some of our staff entered the water
and reconnoitred the way through the
river where it was only waist deep. A
whole row of lathis was planted in the
water and we made a chain bridge of
children and ourselves. The younger
boys were put in knee.deep water on
other shore. It took no time to pass
wover all our luggages from this side to
that. Nala and Neela, the constructors
of the Rameshwaram Bridge to Ceylon,
would have smiled at the ingenuity of  Never would they have had such a
the children. vivid idea of the geographical, social,

The fair at Ramaekha held annually cultural and economic features of their
to commemorate the stay of Shri district by reading books as has been done
Ramachandra during his Banbasa in the through this Service Tour of a little less
cave over there, where some 30 thousand than two months. Have they not become
people—Mudnas Uradus, Kharias, Buiyans, more hardy, practical and moral? Better
. Bhogtas, Gonds and all other hill tribes educated than in the class room.

remains of temples

The service programme in the villages
gave the students not only the oppor-
tunity for their bumanitarian feelings
but also for studying at first hand the
cankering drink  habit, the crushed
personality of the village aborigine, the
gradual decay of the village organisation
of the village industries, the vast illiteracy
theiv economic and cultural helplessness.
Only such sort of service tours can
give the students the missionary zeal to
reconstruct their society, community and
humanity. This they will do by be-
coming guiding citizens through progressive
Education.
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TEACHING OF ENGLISH IN OUR SCHOOL

By Suri KrisHANA Vaipya. M.A., B.T. Bhokardan

€ THERE is a great diversity of opinions

prevailing among the educationalists
of the country regarding the position
of English in the coutses of studies of
the Indian Universities. The problem is

unique for India as it is a country
which has so for not developed a
common language of its own. In the

last ten decades English has occupied
the position of great predominance in
school - studies. Mastery of this language
has become & sign of civilization and
efficiency in it a passport for all services
and better economic status.

With the increasing feeling of national
conciousness in the country there has
been a violent reaction and the people
have began to realise that undue im.
portance of English in the curriculam
has greatly contributed to the negligence
of the mothertongue and has enlarged

‘the, gulf between the Urban and the

rural population. People have began to
dislike their vernaculars. It has become
out of  fashion to use it as means of
expression in the cultural society. Per-
the world are the
vernaculars so greatly despised and
treated with indifference as in India.
Acceptance of English as the medium
of instruction is not only psychologioe.lly
unsound and retards the intellectnal
progress of the rising generations but is
highly  detrimental to the cultural
advance of the nation consequently
there has been a pressing démand from
XLVIII—19

the national minded people to give the
mother tongue its due place in the
curriculam.

In most of the universities in India,
Provincial language is introduced as the
medium of instruction. The credit of being
the pioneer in this field goes to that
veteran administrator and educationist,
Right Honourable Late Sir Akbar Hyderi,
who took the hold initiative in accepting
Urdu as the medium of instruction in the
Osmania University. Wardha scheme of
Basic Education goes even to the extent of
abolishing English altogether from its
curriculam.

No doubt there is an urgent need to
bring about legitimate re-organisation of the
vernaculars in the national system of
education but as long as a lingua Franca
meeting the approved of the Hindus
and Muslims alike is evolved to serve
All-India purpose English will continune
to hold the place of predominance in.
Indian life.  Happily now Hindi or
Hindustani is slowly but steadily emerging
as & vehical of interprovincial expression
continuance of English as medium is
thought to. be unsound and detrimental to
the cultural progress. Yet it will be an
unsound policy if its proper and carefnl
study is neglected in schools. Eanglish is
sure to contipme- as the. compulsory
language  in any future scheme of educa-
tion. It is one of the major international
languages and the vehical of world-cultnre.
It helps higher researches and broadens
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the social Qutlook. In the present day
politics knowledge of English is not only
desirable- but is a vital necessity.
Besides Hindustani Engllsh is the only
language in which ohe 'can reach the

audience throughout the length and beath
of the land.

Itis really very unfortunate that the
enthusiasm for the mothertongue has result-
ed in lowering the standard of English in
scl?ools and colleges. No doubt there
are the factors that are equally res-
ponsible for this deplorable state. Lineancy
in promotion and apathy to serious and
honest work both on the part of the
teachers and the taught and the absence of
any Public Examination before Matricu-
lation are also to a great extant responsible

from this haphazard teaching of the
. subject,

It is imperative upon teachers to attempt
to-wards effective and efficient teaching of
English as it is besides being the language
of the rulers a literacy language containing
& noble literature. It is the source for
many of the developments in modern
Indian. .languages. It is also and inter-
provmcml and international medmm of
expreaswn.

- Language tenching is Ziot an easy task.
It isinenleation of certain language habits.
Its defdctive teaching disorganises the
whole peychic system .of an individual.
- Many atime teachér “meets ‘with a dis.

appointing - response but.thiat .should not
shake" 'his - persev&'hce ‘and interest.

He must ‘have- & specxaf apptitude for the
snb! m;d » definite sim in tewhmg it.

vl !\

Four important essentials that determine
the success or failure of language teaching
are 1. The teacher. 2. The Text book.
3. The teaching aim and 4 the method.
The first necessary qualification of a
teacher of English is that he should
possess good  command over the
language. He must have good grounding in
the grammatical in the cacies and idiomatic
peculiarities. He must know much more
than he wishes to teach, Prof. Adams has re-
marked in his well-known book ¢*The
New Teaching that one of the most
widely and commonly accepted principles
of education is that no one can teach tc
the very edge of his knowledge.” There is
much waste in the transmission. Teachers
efficiency lies in the resourcefulness and
adoptibility to class room situations. He
must carry out his work conscientiously and
should spare no pains in the discharge of
his duties. He must plan out his work.
In this planned work each day’s work
will contribute to the week’s each weeks
to the month’s and each month's to the
year’s. In order that he may derive benefit
from his colleagues he must co-operate
with them and establish greater correlation
in the teaching of his subject. He must
do his level best to be & teacher by
preference as by profession. Telling or
talking is no teaching. Self-effort in
learning needs to be encouraged. ‘Teacher’s
problem” says Ryburn “isnot to do the
w.ork for them—that is impossible but
stimulate and guide their own activity,

Proper selection of text books goes @ long
way in the successful teaching of the
subject, There are some differences of

- lish language.

TEAGHING OF ENGLISH IN OUR scﬁé& \‘ba 1

opinion regarding the contains of text books
in English. Some are of opinion that they

@ should have Indian back ground. Much

space may he devoted to India and the
achievements of great Indians. While others
hold that the text books of English should
lead the pupile to appreciate the English
environment. We cannot divorce the lan-
guage from the social, cultural background
or the living spirit in the language is
evaded. It is for this reason that the
stories or narratives that have Indian event
or atmosphere should be excluded. The
matter selected should interest the children
and must be useful to them, The voecabu-
lary, the phraseology and the grammatical
forms should be systematically graded and
maust give accurate knowledge of the Eng-
" All the literary forms such
as descriptions, biographies, dialogues, stories,
letters, accounts of travel, poems, essays

etc., should be extensively included but it is

all the more pecessary for the compilers to
remember that the aim is to present best
specimens of literature and not to supply
encyclopaedic knowledge.

‘English in India is & modern foreign lan-
guage and the general principles relating to
the teaching and learning of this class of
languages are also applicable to English.
It has already been pointed out that the aim
in the teaching of English in our schools is
to enable the pupil to understand spoken

{ English language and to enable him to use

the language he has learnt, Two questions
arise in this connection. The first is when
to begin this language and the second is
how to begin it. Those who have scruti-

pized the childmind are of opinion that a into existance.

.’0./

o T b

new and the foreigu lan,guéﬁga.hkw %&h&ﬁ’
should be introduced at the Stage-—wHen the
child bas some grounding in his own langu-
age e it should begin in the Fifth Class
at 11+.

Now let us see what is meant by method ?
“Jt is a way ", says Dr. John Dewey, “in
which matter is matter may be best present-
ed to and impressed upon the mind . It is

a process by which thinking is stimulated.

“ Processes of instruction are unified in the
degree in which they centre inthe produc-
tion of good habits of thinking. It is said
that the essentials of method are therefore
identical with the essentials of reflections.
Before the development of the science of
education, the method adopted in the teach.
ing of languages was the old translation
method and the educationists of those days
were satisfied with the results; but when
psychology came to the aid of education,
teachers fried to investigate the principles
of language learning. It was also found
that the translation method was usefbl in
learning classical languages like Bauskrit,
Arabic, Liatin etc. where the chief aim ¥ to
get at the thought contained in the lafffuage.
A child taught by this method is tongue-t
and cannot think freely and express n:ectly.
There is two much stress on the formal
side of grammar. Our aim in teaching a
foreign language like English is to inculcate
some speech-habits and improve their
power of expression. The object which
dominates the teaching of a subject essenti-
ally determines the method. So number
of methods like the Direct Method, the New
Method, the Substitution Method have come
The essence of the Direct

-
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the help of the police against the picketers
and even some of his frinds were sending
demi.official letters to the Government at
Lucknow against him, but Panditji would
not budge an inch from his philosophic
attitude. © The students are in my charge, I
am responsible for their welfare, and as
lbhg as I am here not one student will be
injured."” When the strike fizzled out, not
one student was penalised, not a word was
entered against any student in his character
role. How one wishes that less experienced
heads of institutions should draw inspiration
from this noble example, When the Govern-
ment asked an explanation why the Tri-
colour flag was allowed to fly on the univer-
sity buildings, he said: ‘S0 many flags fly in
Allahabad, one more will do no harm’
This stoic attitude perplexed many an official.

" That Panditji was not an extremist in politi-
oal thought was more due to & realization of
the helplessness and hopelessaess of internal
conditions than to anything else.

: Panditj{ was above caste prejudices.' He
loved his non-Brahman pupils as much as
others. He was ‘unfeignedly glad when I,
d‘hoh-Brahamg}g (according to the Puranic

SR e

con on), was appointed to teach Sanskrit
(an ubprecedented thing then in these pro-
vinces). When my thesis for the Doctor of
Leetters was declared accepted by the viva-

voce examiners in 1981, Panditji remarked

then and there publicly that with the attain. -

ment of the Doctorate by one of his pupils
for the first time, he could rightly elaim to
be a real Mahamahopadhyaya which he
was till then in name only; so loving, so
kind was he! When he called me to
Benares for higher studies in 1920, he
frankly told me that there was & prejudice
against non-Brahman students in Benares
and asked me not to mind it. And I realis.
ed it when teacher after teacher of the
orthodox type refused to teach me on one

pretext or another. That Panditji was so -

liberal in this uncharitable atmosphere is
testimony enough of his broad mindedness.

As Vice-Chancellor, Panditji was as great
a success as a teacher. The sceptics of the
administrative capacity of the mere Sanskrit
Pandit were disillutioned even before the
first term of his office was over. And he
was re-elected twice. Another term was
sure for him; had he not made up mind to
retire. But he ruled more by generating
affection than by excit-ing terror. He
injured none. Few of the members of the
staff were afraid of him. All loved him.
Everyone obeyed him. Kach one complied
with his wishes. The spontaneous farewell
that he received in 1932 was unique and
may remain uncompared.

—The Indian Readers’ Digest.

ENGLISH

Learn English Readers, By William MclLean, M. B.E,,
EasyMtoAT((’?-ch‘n:.')l,d th;iy (tGOIas‘;?Registfar, University of Madras .
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OUR CONTEMPORARIES

The Yisiting Teacher iu the United Siates

Miss Anna B. Pratt, Philadelphis-Penn.,

U..8. A., writes in The Progress of Edu-

catwon,

In the schools of the United States today
progressive superintendents und principals
are asking for a new member of the faculty;
This is a visiting teacher, as she is gene-
rally designated, although in some cities she
is known as school counsellor or home and
school visitor.

About twenty years ago, when her duties
were first defined, the activity which seemed
to the observer most important, was visiting
the homes and consulting with the parents
of children who were not getting along
well in school and who were “behaving in
some way which disturbed the class or who

were self-absorbed and refusing to play with
other children. )

~ To her amsociates, who had not yet
thought of an understanding of individual
phﬂd'rep 88 a prerequisite to teaching them,
the visiting seemed the all impdctant part

of the programme of this new official and the

word slipped into the name, The worker,
on,jl hpngripes hor task. primarily
88 #$hat of wimning. the sympathy- of the
child and understanding what lies back of
‘his diffiewitios- Ip:her work s

and community an-Webl

r with: the A school,

 iblervisiting baoorsili s, means ragfer than an

3

end, althongh the knowledgs of the home
which it brings: i A Oedr)Baingd’in prin-
ciples’ of social. eIl ie-wry-impor:
RN e A T

The well-known bsychologist, Dr. Helen

T. Wooley, now of Columbia University,
said, when she was connected with the
public schools of Cincinnati, that in the
majority of cases the causes of children's
problems lay in the home. As soon as visi.
ting'teachers began to study these problems
they too discovered that parents were gene-
rally responsible for them. In social work
with delinquent children it has been found
that often one of the parents has died, is
deserted, or is imprisoned. These are called
broken homes and this condition is now
looked for when a child is brought to court.
Often a long series of difficulties lead to the
breaking down of a home. Illness precedes
death, or quarrelling precedes desertion,
Social workers believe that if the condition
conld be discovered in time to bring health
or reconciliation to the parents hefore the

crisis, the child might be saved from a court
record.

There is no better place than the school

to find the symptoms of this trouble in an.

early stage, Children Who are unhappy at
home may fail in their lessons, show that
“ don’t care attitude ” which will make them

what we call disoiplinary cases or perhaps

will lead: them to escape from their hard
surroundings.into day dreaming which may
be a serious handieap in their future work
or may even lead ,to mental difficulties,
Another problem which teachers learn to
observe while it may be solved, is that of a
snflden economic crisis in a home, due to
misfortune’ or illness. If the teacher knows

where to refer a famlly for help to tide
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them over the difficulty, it may keep the
situation from becoming chronic. Until
recently only teachers experienced in the
understanding of human relationships obser-
ved these problemns and often they did not
know how to correct them.

Tt is into this situation that schools are
beginning to introduce the trained visiting
teacher, who understands the teacher because
she has taught, and who has in addition
mastered the technique of social case work
which involves & knowledge of mental
hygiene. This worker gets acquainted with
the child who is referred to her by the
regular teacher. She hears the child’s
story, talks over with him, and plans to visit
the home. She is almost always welcomed
by the parents who are glad to find that
someone in the school is interested in their
boy or girl. She learns all she can about
his past, the attitude of each member of
the family toward him, something about
his associates and his interests outside of
school. When she begins to see the causes
of his undesirable behaviour she talksit over
with him and attempts to enlist the intel-
ligent anderstanding of all who know him
in helping him to change his attitudes.
Often children who are struggling with
their problems go to the visiting teacher’s
attractive office themselves, for they know
that they will receive a hearty welcome and
just the encouragement which they need.

Because of this necessarily long acquain.
tance of the children the visiting teacher
has found it impossible to reach all who
need her in an ordinary grade school. For
this reason the White-Williams Foundation,

‘a Philadelphia organization, which began
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visiting teaching in 1917 under the nawe
of school counseling, decided that teachers
must understand and themselves deal with
those children where the problem could be
handled in the school. In 1921 scholar-
ships in the Pennsylvania School of Social
and Health Work were offered by the
Foundation to teachers and principals that
they might study the mental hygiene of
childhood. Up to that time there had been
no such courses in colleges in or near
Philadelphia or in the Philadelphia Normal
School.

Finding it difficult to re educate. the
Foundation soon realized that their efforts
would be more quickly rewarded by offering
courses like this to undergraduate studsnts.
Almost from the beginning of the Founda-
tion’s work students from the University
of Penusylvania were given credit for field
work with the Foundation, but it was not
until 1922 that the counsellors had an
opportunity to combine with the field work
formal class teaching. This was first made
possible at Swarthmore College when the
Associate Director taught two classes in
the Education Department. In 1926 the
Foundation was invited to place a counsellor
in a school of practice of the Philadelphia
Normal School where students might do
field work and meet for a class period one
hour & week. This next fall, the Founda-
tion is invited to enter the third school of
practice.

Another organization has also adopted,
as their principal work, the training of
Normal School and Teachers’ College sta-
dents in an uaderstanding of the mental
hygiene problems of childhood. This is
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the National Committe on Visiting Teaching
which was organized by the Commonwealth
Fund in 1921 to demonstrate the value of
visiting teaching., The first activity was the
placement of thirty visiting teachers in
thirty different towns and counties of the
United States. After a three year period,
nearly all of them were taken over by the
Boards of Education in their communities.
A part of the Fund's experiment which
was unique was the work in rural commu-
pities. Up to that time visiting teachers
had been working in cities, but it was a
question whether they would be of service
in the country. The demonstration showed
that there was just as great s need for
them in small towns gnd in the open
country 2s in cities.

In all these communities the visiting
teachers found, as did the White-Williams
counsellors, that a visiting teacher must
have the co-operation of the regular
teachers. From the beginning of their
demonstration, two of their visiting teachers
had worked with training schools for
teachers. When the demonstration closed,
this became the major part of their pro.
gramme. In sammer schools of colleges and
universities, where the demand has been
oreated, the Gommittes helps them to sec:ure
teachers who understand this work, and
during the school year visiting teachers,
seledted by the Committee, are supervising
feld work and teaching classes for students
in Normal Schools and Colleges,.

In Philadelphia not only the White
Williams Counsellors but also the officers of
the Council of Home -and School Associa.
tions are convihced that the school cannot

do its best work for the children unless it
Parents and teachers are studying together
the problems of their children and are
working together for each individual child.

This is in accord with the new teaching
of mental hygiene ; namely, that children
suffer if those who coms in contact with
them are pulling in opposite direction. If
home and school do not work together, the
good in each is vitiated and children bear
the marks of the struggle into adult life.

. To establish Home and School Associa-
tlons costs time and strength on the part of
both parents and teachers, while well
trained school counsellors or visiting
teachers require salaries commensurate with
t?lose of the best teachers. No one ques-
tions this expenditure and no thoughtful
person would question the fact that children
are worth time and strength and money.
Those who are watching these experi-
ments believe that the response of the

children shows that the expenditure is well
worth.while,

TEACHERS IN EMERGENCY AREAS
The Bombay Teachers Journal for

?eb-—March 42 writes in the course of
its editorial.

“The most alarming thing that has been
h.&ppening of late in the schools of Bombay
ity and suburbs calls for urgent action and
80me reasonable solution before the prob-
lem assumes dangerous proportions. From
most of the Bombay schools a large
majority of students has been either
:;2;:;::711 lor temporarily removed to
are gettiZ Places. The School authorities

setting more and more nervous and are
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at a loss to find ways and means of keeping
the schools going on. They are naturally
very diffident and perhaps very pessimistic
about the future of the schools; and it 1is
brought to our notice that a number of
managements have given notices of
termination of services to their teachers.
Thus a large number of teachers is faced
with unemployment in these critical days
of high prices with little or no savings to
fall backupon and with an uncertain future
gaping ahead offering no prospects. Some
of the teachers have devoted their lives
to the cause of education, quite a good
many of them have put in nearly ten years
service in the teaching profession. To
face a situation like this, when no amount
of dearness allowances can amply play for

" one’s daily normal needs, would be a real

tragedy and we are afraid thab it will break
the back-bone of our profession if a
solution does not come forth very soon.

The Department of Public Instruction
and the Liocal Bodies can materially aid
the schools to tide over these difficult
times. They should inform the manage-
ments that their obligations to their
faitbful and loyal men through all
these years of toil and suffering caunot
be fulfilled by serving & month's or
even three months’ notice on them.

The failure on the part of the State’
the management or the teacher to adjust
themselves harmoniously to the present
state of things to the mutual advantage
of one another would cause a loss so
great to the cause of Education that
perhaps we shall have to regret it
through out our lives.

SCIENTIFIC TERMINOLOGY FOR INDIA

D. 8. Kothari writes in Science and
Culture.

The question of a scientific terminology
for India has been engaging for some time
the attention of the Central Advisory Board
of Educationn The Board appointed in
May, 1940, a Committee und:r the
Chairmanship of the Hon'ble Sir Akoar
Hydari to examine and report on the
subject of scientific termin)logy. The
report of the committee was considered by
the Board at its meeting in January, 1941.

For international intercourse in science
the place of Liatin has now been taken by
two or rather three languages. (1) English
(2) German (3) French.

Every country uses two, if not more
languages for scientific purposes, (a) one of
the “universel” languages referred to
above to serve as a channel through which
world.contribution in science can reach it
and its own contributions made available
to the outside world, and (b, the native
language (or languages) of the country for
the purpose of general education of the
community in science, for technicians, and
in fact, for all thoss who will not be called
upon to contribute to the international
flow of Science.

A “unpiversal” language is required
for progress and a native language for
“ propaganda.”

Thus for instance in Japan first-rate
scientific research work is published either
in English or German periodicals, or in
Japanese journals but in the English or the
German language. But, besides this, thera
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is an extensive scieatific literatuce in
Japanese for internal use. Perbaps a
still more effective illustration is provided
by Russia which in a brief space of
about twenty years has been transformed
from a medieval State into a highly
organised mwodern 8tate where science
plays a vital role. Almost every important
book no matter how obstruse is now
translated in Russian and has a wide sale.
For instance, the Russian edition of
Dirac’s highly abstract book on quantum
mechanics sold 8,000 copies in a few
months compared to only 2,000 of the
English Edition in three years. Important
research papei's are, of course, published
in English, German or French but
generally in journals published in Russia.

It appears, therefore, that taking
everything into account it is advantageous
to have (a) one of the *universal
languages” for international intercourse
and (b) the native language of the region
concerned for internal use.

In India, English will of course be the
universal language for all advanced scienti.
ﬁé ' \;vox'k,m"‘all-lndh scientific institutions
scientific periodicals devoted to research,
and ail-India confer ehices. Under
category (b) we .nhy “have two or more
of the common Indian languages according

to the linguistis divisions of Indis. The
scientific terminology in these languages
will incorporate only the barest minimum
of foreign words. Every endeavour should
be made to evolve a terminology suited to
the language in. question and not stupefy
and over-burden it by adding to it at one
stroke & long catalogue of foreign words-

While therefore, welcoming the efforts of
the Central advisory Board of Education
in connection with scientific terminology
for India. it is rather difficult to agree
with all their recommendations. For
reasons explained above it appears that
science in India will require the use of
(a) the Eaglish language for international
scientific intercourse, advanced scientific
work, all-India technical institutions, and
all-India conference, and (b) the common
language of the area concerned for internal
use Z.e.. school and elementary technical
teaching, and general and cultural educatisn’
in science subjects. The minipam number
of lang}lages undre (b) will be deternined
from the point of view of the linguistic
division of India. Asfar as possible all
scientific words should be translated into
these languages except those, which form

the recognised *international terminology
of science,

B. G. PAUL & Co’s

Popular and widely used Publications.

'THE CORONATION ENGLISH READERS
' (Revised and improved)
Edited by 4. C. ROLLO, M.A,

PRIMER: As.5 BOOK 1: As, b6 BookK 1l : As. 8

BooK I11: As. 10 BOOK 1V; As. 12 '
There are many Readers in the field but we feel that this set is in refreshing
ere > se in 8
contrast with almost all of them. South Idian Teacher

THE CORONATION ENGLISH SELECTIONS
Edited by J. F. THADDAEUS, BA, L.T.

JUNIOR: As. 12. SENIOR : As. 15,

In preparing these books, selection is carefully made with a view to pz;esent
th gmal r:avritings as far as possible. Short biographical sketches are given in the
e ori

inni d at its end are given notes and exercises in grammar,
beginning of each passage an 5 | '
which are well graded. Karnatak School World

The Coronation English Grammar and Composition
For Middle Schools

Edited by R. PATRICK, M,A.

BooK |: As. 6. BOOK Il : As. 9. Book I1l: As. 12.

The treatment of subject matter is very well graded and the three books can
. niently be followed in this Presidency (Bombay) in the I1il, IV and V

very conve —Karnatak Journal of Education.

Standards, in the Secondary Schools.
The Coronation High School English Grammar and Composition

Edited by W. G. EAGLETON, M.A,, (Cantab.) Rs. 2/4.

A noteworthy feature of the book is its “ asides ” on what is current gram-

e may distinguish between what is within the pale and wht.at is”
—The Hindu.

......

mar practice so that on :
a suitable text-book for use in our schools. .

not......
THE NEW ERA STORY POEMS
Edited by 4. F. THADDAEUS, B.A, L.T. As, 14
This is an excellent compilation of Story Poeins specially adapted for the !:188
igh Sl hoolS...... great care and diserimination has been exercised in the selection
0; :ll: poe‘:ns . —The Cochin Argus.
o .

B. G. PAUL & CO-, — Publishers — Madras




THE LATE PROFESSOR P. SESHADRI

By Sri M. R. SAMPATHKUMARAN, M.A.

,WE regret to record the death on
the 18th inst. at Ajmere of Professor
P. Seshadri. After graduating with
distinction from the Pachaippa’s College,
Madras, Prof. Seshadri began his
career as an Assistant Professor in that
College in 1907. He remained there for
seven vyears. Then he became the
Principal of the Salem Municipal College,
and in 1916, he joined the Benares Hindu
University as the head of the Department
of English. From 1928 to 1931 he was
Principal of the Sanatan Dharma College
at Cawnpore. Afterwards, he was
appointed as the Principal of the Govern-
ment College, Ajmere, a post he held
with distinction till the time of his death.

Prof. Seshadri's activities were by no
means confined to the mere discharge
of official duties. He represented India
at the World Conference of Education of
Denver (U.S.A) and at Tokyo, and at the
Conference of the Universities of the
British Empire held at Edinburgh. He
was the Secretary of the Inter-University
Board, India, and a member of the Educa-
tional Experts Committee of the League of
Nations. From 1925 he held the office of
the President of the All-India Teachers’
Federation. In recognition of his varied
services to the cause of education, he was
made an M.BE. and awarded the King's

Jubilee Medal in 1935 and the Coronation
Medal in 1937.

Prof. Seshadri was a fluent and graceful
writer both of prose and verse. At the
beginning of his career, when he was not
so much burdened with official and extra.
offical duties, he wrote a delightful poem
in blank verse on the story of the poet
Bilhana and his perilous romance with the
Princess whom he had been instructed to
educate. He also interested himself in
those days in several English writers, who
had Indian affiliations or connections. It
is a pity that he could find little time later
in his life to devote to literary work. But
among such works as he managed to
write, mention may be made of the ‘Guide
to Benares’, which has literary as well as
utilitarian interest.

Prof. Seshadri was intimatelly connect-
ed with the "“Educational Review " for
over twenty-five years as editor and con-
tributor. Hardly a week before his sudden
death, he was kind enough to write g
letter, expressing his continued interest
in the Review and promising literary con.
tributions to it. In his death therefore the
Review loses an old friend, who did much
to build up its reputation, and the world
of Indian education an energetic and
tireless champion,

We offer our heart-felt condolences to
the bereaved family.
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NEWS AND NOTES

WAR-TIME PROBLEMS IN EDUCATION

War-time problems in education were
discussed at the annual conference of the
Madras Teachers' Guild held on the 18th
March at the St. Gabriel's High School.
Broadway, under the presidency of Mr.
N. Subrahmania Aiyar. There was a large
attendance of teachers.

RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions were then adopted requesting
the Government to make 100 per cent grant
for constructing good shelters in schools in
affected areas for the safety of children, to
take all possible steps for ensuring the con.
tinuity of education of the evacuee children
and to consider the possibility of opening
special camp schools for the education of
children who might remain in the city or
its suburbs.

The Conference requested the Director of
Public Instruction to open & register of
teachers in the city and to urge the Govern-
ment to issue orders facilitising the appoint-
ment of such teachers by other schools and
in the various administrative services of the
Government. The Conference supported
the suggesions made by the Executive
Board of the S. I. T. U. A committee was
also appointed to consider the many edu-
cational problems arising out of the war
conditions and prepare s memorandum.

XxXXi11 MADRAS PROVINCIAL
EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE, VELLORE
11th, 12th and 13th MAY 1942
Programme

10th May 1942. Sunday:

4 .M. Meeting of the Executive Board of
the S 1..0.T.

9 p.y. Workers’ Conference,

11th May 1942, Monday;

10 A-M. Opening session of the Madras
Provincial Educational Confereuce.

2-30 p.M. Opening session of the Sectio-
nal Conferences (@) Geographical (b) Physi-
cal Education.

4 p.M. Opening of the Exhibition.

6 p.M. Public Address

9 p.M. Subjects Committee meeting.
12th May 1942, Tuesday:

8-30 o.M, Provincial Educational Confer-
ence. Papers and Discussions.

1 p.M. 8.I.1.U. Protection Fund meeting,
2 .P M. Sectional Conference papers and
discussions.

4-30 p.M. Provincial FEducational Confe
rence—papers and resolutions and discus-
sions.

Night Entertainment.
i3th May 1942. Wednesday :
8-30 A.M. Provincial FEducational Con-
ference—Resolutions.

10 a.M. S.I.T.U. Genera! Body meeting.

2 p.M. Sectional Conferences, papers, dis.
cussions and resolutions.

4 .M. Resolutions—Closing session.

Chota Hazri 6-30 to 8 AM.
Lunch 12 Noon.
Tea ... 3to 4-30 p.M.
Dinner ... 8rmMm

(Sd.) M.S. SUBRAMANIAN,
General Secretary.

DRAFT RESOLUTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED
AT THE CONFERENCE,

Resolution for reiteration to be held at
Yellore on the 11, 12 and 13th May 1942, -
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This Conference requests the Governtaent
to create a provincial Advisory Roard of
Education consisting of representatives of
the Government; the Universities, the
managements and the South India Teachers’
Union to advise on matters educational and
proféssiona.l.

(No. 4. 82nd Conference—Rishi Valley-
014). y

Provident Fund:

This Conference requests the Provincial
Government to increase the rate of contribu.
tion by the Government from 1/3 to 1/2 of
the amount to the credit of the subscriber
at the time of closure of his account.

(No. 5.a. 820d Conference-Rishi Valley-
Old). '

8. Grant-in-aid. This Conference preses
upon the Government the necessity for
the revision of the Grant-in-aid code so as
to improve the equipment and conditions of
service in schools and also to ensure security
of tenure of teacher. (No.6. 82nd Provincial
Oonference-Rishi  Valley)—Board High
Schooal Kodavasal.

Resolved that resolution Na. 9, regarding
the necessity for a revised scale of pay,
namely, 45-5/2-75, for Oriental title holders,
passed at the Conference held last year, be
reiterated.

"Phis Conference views with great concern
the prospects of Education in the period of
war and post-war and request the Govern-
ment to plan forthwith a continued func-
tioning of 8chool and ednoation of children
in areas affected or likely to be affected by
myxpﬁm* : .

- This Conferense requests the Government
to anake adequatp . Jmdgetary provision

, .

bYWy, of  sompepsation {0 manage-

ments of institutions suffering financial loss
incurred by them consequent on the disloca-
tion of normal activities by war.

This Conference appeals to Teachers in
the Province to equip themselves in arts
and crafts with a view to line up with the
need of New Education and requests the
Government to provide necessary facilities
for training in such courses.

This Conference appeals to all manage-
ments to organise Scouts and Rovers and
First Aid and School AR.P. squads in each
institution from among teachers and
students for school and social serviee—The

E.R. High School and The Trichinopoly
District Guild.

This Conference is of opinion that the
choice of text books should be vested in the
heads of institutions.

This Conference requests the University
authorities to so amend the regulations as
to permit bonafide teachers to appear priva.
tely for the B.O.L.. Degree examination as
they permit bonafide teachers to appear for
the examinations in arts, without insisting
upon the attendance certificate,

In view of the non-availability of trained
candidates in accordance with the qualifica.
tions stated in the M.E.R. this Conference
requests the Government that the Physical
Training instructors who have put in more
than ten years' service and have undergone
the refresher courses held periodically may
be considered as Possessing the necessary
qualifications to hold the post as per M.E.R.

. This Conference resolves to request that,
11 view of the increasing price of foodstufs
consequent on war conditious, the manage-
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ments be pleased to grant liberal war allo-
wances to the teachers of all grades.

This Conference requests the Governwent
to allow teachers serving in Elementary
schools under the Liabour Department the
benefit of bonus on the Provident Fund con.-
tributed, as is done in thecase of teachers
under District Boards.

This Conference requests the Govern-
ment to introduce a system of provident
Fund with bonus to teachers in Panchayat
schools smilar to the one for the District
Board Teachers.—The Salem District
Teachers’ Guild.

Notice. —The above resolutions will be
placed before the Subject Committee of the
83rd Provincial Educational Conference on
the 11th May 1942. Members desirous of
moving amendments should give notice of
the same on or before the 1st May to the
Secretary, Reception Committee of the Pro-
vincial Educational Conference, Vellore.

T. P. SRINIVASAVARADHAN.
Hou. Secretary.

A MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED TO THE
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,
MADRAS, BY THE MADRAS TEACHERS'’
GUILD.
The Problems Termination of Services.

1. Consequent on the nervousness pre-
valent in the City most pupils of the schools
in the City have been evacuaied to safer
places resulting in & considerable depletion
of strength in the schools. The fall in
attendance which began in January increased
rapidly till early in March the attendance in
our schools has fallen to as low as 107. It
;s true that there has not been any large
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number of withdrawals but it is feared that
if the war situation should continue as it is
at present, these pupils may not return in
June or at the beginning of the new term.

2. This fear is causing considerable
uneasiness and anxiety to the teachers in
aided secondary and elementary schools in
the City. They are apprehensive that
schools may not function with their normal
strength in the new year. .

3. Some managements have already
issued three months notice to the members
of the staff. It is feared that other
managements too might take the same
course.

4. There are nearly 2,000 teachers em-
ployed in the Aided Secondary and Elemen-
tary Schools of the City.

5. If the managements take up the
course, it will lead to considerable hardship
to the teachers, as all of them will be
thrown out of employment.

6. We are aware that the managements
are seriously perturbed at the prospect of
having to terminate the servicas of their
teachers and that they feel compelled to
adopt such a course in view of the uncer-
tainty of strength, fee-income and the extent
of Government assistance.

7. We beg to urge that in a time of
emergency the Government should step in
and help the managements and the teachers,
thus helping the schools to function and the
teachers to be employed.

8. The Council of the Teachers’ Guild
therefore begs to suggest the following:—

Remedies Suggested.

(a) A registry of teachers in the City
Schools be opened, '
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(b) A circular should be issued to al)
Managements requesting them not to
terminate the services of their teachers and
that if in any event, it becomes necessary,
the Director of Pablic Instruction must be
consulted. -

. (¢) 'The Government should circularies to
Local Boards and Managements of Aided
Institutions that in the event. of appoint-
ment of . teachers in their schools, such

appointments should be made from out of
the registry,

(d) Government should also facilitate the
appointment of teachers of the City Schools
in various civil administrative services,

() For the duration of these abnormal
conditions, the maximum strength of a sec-
tion may be fixed at 25 or 80 instead of 40,

80 s to facilitate the a;ppointm_ent of more
teachers. ‘

() The provisions of . the Grant-in-Aid
Code may be suitably amended soas to
make it possible for Government to assist
Managements in affected areas with a grant
equivalent to 3th the net cost and
~ (g) Government should smend the provi-
sions of the Grant-in-Aid ‘Code *suitably to
_enablaall the teachersin & school in an
+ ‘wifected area bekiig vetained in service.
" Advances from Providént’ Fund.

.9, The abnare All,fﬁ_dniﬂﬁbns prevailing
_inthe City and fh}gh*’lpﬂces of com.
. i ad '{ti’é%{ : of teachers
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the Provident Fund deposits of the teachers
and (b) irrespective of a subscriber’s eligi-
bility for an advance, a special advance not
exceeding three months' salary of the
teacher be sanctioned for evacuation ex.
penses. Some have already drawn advances
and are not eligible for a second advance.
Some ' might not have enongh money to
their credit and therefore not eligible for

an advance under the ryles.

Hence these
requests,

CHIANG'S GIFT TO SANTINIKETEN '

“We feel that, if we had not visited your
institution our visit to India would not have
been complete,” thus, writes Madame
Chiang Kai-shek in 3 personal letter to Mr.
Ratindranath Tagore on their retura to
Calcntta from Santiniketan.

Madame Chiang adds: “We are placing
at your disposal Rs, 50,000 to be used, in
any way you see fit, in memory of your

Gura Deva as & small token of our deep

admiration of his wonderful . work which
you are go ably carrying on.”

The Generalissimo and Madame Chiang
Kai-shek have donated a sum of Rs. 30,000

for the completion of the extension of the
“Cheena Bhavana.”

PRE.CADET SCHOOL AT POONA ,

The Government of Bombay have decid-
ed to start & pre-cadet school in Poons to
give preliminary training to candidates for
émergency commissions in the army,

Preference will be given to Marathas in
alloting vacancies. "Phe school will provide
accommodation for about 25 persons and
will be open t& any person who posseay ' tiyg
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qualifieations required of a c.and.'idate fm.' an
emergency commission, but is either a lfttle
under age or is not quite upto the required
standard, Candidate recommended by the
provincial selection committees to the Cen.
tral Interview Board and approYed by . the
latter for pre-cadet training W.lll be given
priority for admission, but suitable candi-
dates, who wish to fit themselves to appea.r
before the provincial selection committees,
will also be admitted.

ALL-INDIA LIBRARY CONFERENCE

The fifth session of the All-India Librajry
Conference will be held in Bombay during
the forthcoming Easter holidays, under the
auspices of the University of B?mba?r. .Th‘e
Vice Chancellor of the Univer§1ty will inau-
gurate the conference Ol Apnl‘ 4’, Mr. J ojnn
Sargent, Educational Comn?lsslone‘r with
the Government of India will preside. .A
feature of the session will be “The Book in
India” Exhibition organised by the. Execu-
tive Committee with a view to bringing to
light the various aspects of Fhe art of - book
i)roduction in India- Diwan ‘Ba,ha,dm;
Krishnalal M. Jhaveri is the Chairman o
the Reception Committee.

ROYAL INDIAN MILITARY SC.HOOL

A scheme for the expans}on of the King
George's Royal Indian Military School at
: Jullunder has been a.nnoun(fed b){ the
Government of India. Under it candidates
will be selected from applican.te between the

’ ages of 15 and 17. Or reaching Fhe age of
18 outstanding stadents - will be sent to tl'xe

. Kitchener College while the rema.'md?r will
join the units by whom they are nomma:tt.ad,

. from whence thay will have opportunities

of being selected to join an Officers’ Train-
ing School, or for early promotion to Vv.C.0.
and N.C.O. ranks.

The educationsl qualifications necessary
for admission to the school will be comgle-
tion of the Middle School stage and passing
(with English as one of the subjects) the
corresponding éxamination conducted by the
local educational authorities, When there
is no such public examination an equivalent
certificate signed by the District Inspector
of Schools, will be accepted.

Inclusive feesare Rs. 7-8-0 a month for
nine months in a year. This includes uni-
form, bedding, messing, tuition, books,
stationary—in fact evarything. The stu-
dent will also require about Rs. 2 a month
pocket money and his fare home for the
three months’ summer vacation.

Orpha.ns are admitted free. In addition
to fees paid by students, the annual cost
for a student is about Rs. 400, which is
paid by the Government.

PUBLICATION OF “WORLD EDUCATION”
SUSPENDED

It is with considerable regret that we
announce the temporary suspension of the
publication of World Education. Due to
the present international crisis, which
necessitates restrictions on sending money
out of the countries abroad. curincome has
been greatly curtailed and we are now de-
pendent entirely on income from dues paid
by the member organisations in the Western
Hemisphere only. Also, due to the war
many of the foreign magazines have been.
discontinued and we are thus deprived of
much material that goes into World Educa-
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tion, Diring this prssent emergency we
are trying to maintain the structure of our
organization as best we ean so that when
peace comes again the World Federation
Associations shall stand ready to build anew
an igterest in world education.
Paul Monroe- President.
World Federation of Education Asan.
Washington, D.C.
¥ * ¥ *
MEETING OF WORLD FEDERATION
IN CANADA

At a joint meeting of representatives of
the Canadian Teachers’ Federation and of

the Amcrican members of the Board of
Directors of the World Federation of Edu-
cation Associations, held in Montreal on
October 25, it was voted by the representa-
tives of the World Federatien of Education
Association to accept the invitation of the
Capadian Teachers Federation to hold a
meeting in Montreal, Canada, July 8, 9 and
10, 1942, At this meeting a local com-
mittee was appointed to make plans for the
entertainment of attendants atthis meeting
and to assist in preparing a programme for
the sections of the World Federation.

First Edition 10-1.42.

NO SCHOOLBOY SHOULD BE WITHOUT A COPY OF

|  MARTIN'S |
A DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH USAGE
Pages 181. Second Edition. Price, Re. 1.

Second Edition 23-2-42.
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“ Messrs. K. & J. Cooper have published a book which had & long felt need in
the educational market of Ipdia.................. .. ...It tackles the problems for the tea-
chers and the taught in & more methodical and orderly manner so as to save a lot of

] time. It is a gift to the harassed Indian student at the price of one rupse & copy.
‘| 'The student who often wastes a long time looking for simple explanations from
eomposition or grammae books will now be able to find the sams withina few minutes |
This book of Mr. Martin 8 however & great book to most. To the teacher it is a book
of-which he ocan rely to det:what he wants instantaneously ”

< n - The Bombay Teachers' Journal—February-Mareh 1949,
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THE VISIBLE GUARANTEE OF INTRINSIC WORTH
P.C. WREN'S

PROGRESSIVE ENGLISH COMPOSITION

Pages 337. Fifty-third Edition. Price, Re. 1.8,

The new school-year is fast approaching ; and, as you
must safeguard the interests of your school as well as
of your boys, |
CAN YOU AFFORD TO NEGLECT A BOOK
OF SUCH VITAL IMPORTANCE °?

HENRY MARTIN'S

A JUNIOR ENGLISH COURSE

Pages 343. Third Edition. Price, Re. 1-8.

“ Mr. Martin’s exceptional knowledge of the needs, dificiencies
and difficulties of Indian pupils is nowhere better in evidence than in
this book which we heartily recomq}end to the teachers pf the lqwer
and middle forms of High Schools.” —The Madras Educational Review.

“ This very useful book has been written . yvith a view to h;lp
the Indian schoolboy to tide over the peculiar difficulties under which
he constantly labours in learning to speak and write the English
language. The numerous and well .graded exercises in oral apd
written work, which the aut.hor’s.practlcal experience has enabled him
to include in this book, are its ghxef recommendation. That" the aim
of the book is entirely practical is, therefore, clearly ev1dent.,

—The Bombay Teachers' Journal.
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A DicTioNAry oF EnNerisH UsAGE BY
H. MaRTIN, M.A.. 0.B.E.-K. & J. CoOPEE,
EppcATIONAL  PUBLISHERS, BoMBAY.
#r. 183 Paick Re. 1.

~ Itis inewitdble'‘that ithe name .of Mr.
‘Martin's book should invite a comparison
 with Fowler’s classic on the subject. And
: while on account of its smaller scope, it is
- soraething less, it has special points of
: appeal for the Indian student. It is not
: discursive: it makaes its points briefly and
i precisely: and it does not—and cannot afford

! to—indulge in whimsical expressions of .

.opinion. It is in fact a miracle of compres.
.sion. It is astonishing to find bow’ much
. information is gathered within the covers
. of this book. The.phrase ‘English Usage’is
. delightfully vague and covers points of
; grammar; rhetoric, prosody and idiom. Mr.
" Martin has done ample justice to all of
t them. And he has even attempted to clear
. & Wy through that tangled jungle, which is
* another name for English pronouncistion
{ arid - spelling. ‘Words “which are spelt or
i pronounced alike and which are frequently
m‘i'staken one '\f(‘)r the other 'are -carefully
zmw. atd illustrative sentences are
giiegd to clinh ¥ pokint of distinotion
English usage of course isnot an exact
scienve, . Ther is therefore room for honest
difference of opinion‘on many of the contro-
‘versial points disoussed in the work, but
»‘ almost ﬁmy*@h:ﬂs}r% manages to give
 the pros and cons.of the isge involved. |

: It im 1klwdS dangélors: 'td' say that any
| partiouhi thing in this solidiaseming world

ol it R
“ t .

of ours is absolutely indispensable, b ut
it looks as though Mr. Martin has
written an indispensable work of refe-
rence for our students and teachers in
schools and colleges. And with this handl);
and low-priced volume available, there
really is no excuse for our pupils manu-
facturing any more ‘howlers’ hereafter.
Congratulations to Mr. Martin and the pub-
lishers.

m——

AKEAND HinDUsTAN BY K.M, MUN8SHI. NEW
Book Co, Kiras Maxar, HORNBY ROAD,
BOMBAY.'., pr. 273, Price Rs. 4.

Akhand Hindustan is a slogan with which
Sri K.M. Munshi, the distinguished states-
man of Bombay, has endeavoured for
gometime past to rally together all who
stand for the unity of India. In this book
are collected together a number of essays
written by him from 1938 onwards. Politi-
cal controversy is notoriously ephemeral in
interest, and it is not always that essays
for the occasion written for the press
deserve the honour of being collected

together in & book. Sri. Munshi’s political -

essays are however different. They deal
with a noble theme of perennial interest—
the unity of India down the ages.

“I am concerned,”” writes Sri K.M, Munshi
“with the problem of the immediate ‘preseﬁt
...... (with the) gravity of the situation in
which India finds harself. I feel strongly
that unless the country as a whole takes
i.mmediate steps to pat the house in order,
it may find itself in the gravest danger. At

W
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such a time, it is essential that all those who
believe in the upity and internal security of
undivided India—Adkhand Hindustan.

Hindustan—must mobilise and consolidate
opinion against the loose talk of dividing
1ndia.”

That sums up Sri Munshi’s thesis. It is
hardly necessary to say that the author,
who numbers among his gifts a flair for
letters, presents his theme attractively.
Set against the vast panorama of Indian
history and inspired by true religious
and patriotic feeling, Sri Munshi’s impass-
sioned appeal for preserving the unity and
integrity of India comes at a most opportune
moment when clamant a.postles. of disrup-
tion appear to be having a field day all to

themselves,

Our teachers and students will find Sri
Munshi’s views on the history of India and
and its teaching full of value and interest.
He pleads for a new outlook and & new
perspective. Among the many refreshing
things that he has to say of the Indian
history thatis now in vogue, may be mention-
ed his characterisitic comment on the
usual treatment of the episode of Alexander’s
invasion as enlarging “a temporary raid by
a great Greek invader and his hurried with-
drawal from the country into a historical
_episode overshadowing everything” and
thus destroying ‘a true perspective’,

Akhand Hindustan deserves to be widely
read and deeply pondered over. The price
of Rs. 4 may however place it beyond the
reach of the average citizen.

Goop ENcLisE THROUGH SEAT WORK,
Books I --IV,BY HENRY MARTIN. K. & J.
COOPER, FEDUCATIONAL PUBLISHERS,
BomBay. (BooOk I as. 4: Book II As:
Book III as. 7: Book 1V as. 7).

To teach English through a series of
play-like exercise—that is the ideal at which
these books of Mr, Martin aim. Seat-work,
which has been attracting more and more
attention recently, is an attempt to trans-
form work into play and play into work. In
these attractively produced books are found
a series of lessons more or less in the form
of games. Space is provided in each page
for the pupils to record their answers. Each
succeeding book gives more details and
gently leads on to & higher standard. There
is no doubt that the students will find
seat work an extremely interesting and
easy method of mastering the intricacies
of English grammar amd usage. And our
teachers, in the so-ealled oral composition
periods, in lower secordary classes, cannot
do better than ask their pupils to play the
games that Mr, Martin has devised for
them.
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CHARMS OF GREECIAN ARTS
By Mgr. W. DronNaA

HE Greeks, as anyone will readily

admit, were a nation of artists.
With them the taste for the beautiful and
its delicate appreciation, were not reserved
for a chosen few, but were common to all
“*No object extracted from Greeksoil is

.devoid of that flower of elegance, of that

exquisite and restrained feeling of harmony
eayhich gave the impression of a race
exceptionally gifted in the arts. In the
humblest objects of industrial art, one feels
that the workman is conscious of the lines
of a vase and the correct application of its
decoration, as much as any great painter or
sculptor. Is it an unconscious gift of the
Greek race or the result of special social
condition ? The eternal question arises
here, as in all science; innate or acquired
character ?

Many a trait, many an anecdote attest to
the fact that the Greeks possessed an aesthetic
sensibility finer than is found anywhere
else. Nevertheless, the expression of aes-
thetic feeling has been assisted by the
place the Greeks gave to art. It was not
for them a luxury to be enjoyed- by the
privileged few alone: beauty was not
exclusively confined to certain objects. Art
was ancessity ; it was an essential part of
the existence of the city and of the indivi-
dual. It was inseparable from all their
actions, both great and small. Beauty did
not exist for itself alone, within itself ; it
always had some end of a practical nature.
When we admire 8 Greek vase, its subtlety
of design and graceful form, we are some-
times apt to forget that it used to contain
liquids—oil or wine—and that this was its
real function before seeking to charm ones
vision. But the Greeks never forgot that
the primary object of industrial art is its
utility. They could never have conceived,
as does the modern workman, an object
which, by its superfluous decoration and
curving lines, is rendered unfit for use and
which incurs the reproach which Cochin
addressed to his contemporaries, when

XLVII—22

he hegged then *‘not to change the desti-
nation of things, but to remember that a
candlestick must be straight and perpendi
cular to carry the light; and that the
sconce must be concave to catch the falling
wax, and not convex so that it drops like a
cloth over the candlestick.

In Greece, decoration is not attached
to the object like a useless plating ; it forms
an integral part of it and has often it itself
some practical aim. The beautiful black
glaze of the vases, which is inherited from
the Mycenaians, tends to cover the surface
of the vessel more and more with its
technique of red figuress The ceramist
appreciates it for the finess of the design,
which affords more scope than the former
incision, for its pictorial qualities. = He
appreciates it for its greater or lesser dilu-
tion, gives the details of the muscles,
drapery or hair, and for its warm olive
tones. But this glaze owes its popularity
and its age—long use above all to its
technical qualities to the solidity it gains
in the baking and the impermeability with
which it covers the surface of the vase. It
is possible that the replacement of the
black figure by the red in the second
half of the gth century is due not to
aesthetic but practical reasons tothe desire
to give to the vessel a greater impermeability
and to limit the parts that are plain clay.
The redder colour of the Attic vases
obtained by the mizing of red ochre
with clay, was in itself not so much a
searching for varied colours as the wish to
lesson the porous character of the earth,
and to give a better taste to the wine.

The triumph of Attic Pottery which at
the end of the 6th centuty drove out rival
wares from all other markets—from
Corinth for instance—is not solely due to
the beauty of its form and decoration, but
above all to commercial reasons, It
preserved the liquids for a longer time, and
gave them & better taste.
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EDITORIAL NOTES

T is unfortunate that teachers in
school and colleges under private
management in Madras

The Plight of should be exposed
 Teachers in to the risk of being
the Threaten- deprived of their monthly
Ced Areas salaries from the period
| at which the institutions
in which they are employed: should

| . ‘3}5‘«1’6 “to be  closed down. efther on

Ry

ground  of incréoased scare and in-
‘gecurity -or .in ocnseunpca of lack of

- puplls whose parents may have migrated
o ‘nferior parts, fo  the mofussil
Jeachen are being fQ]d in season and

!out of season that-they ate a very
‘Gisenitial ‘wrid ¥ ‘very thiegral -element
oty At ’“they aro & most neces-
";t’he vehicle of social
vity. - The . gontinued

running of schools is- a desideratum
not merely for the vigour of civic
life, but for the maintenance of the
continuity of culture at all in its essense.
It bshoves all types of managements
of educational institutions to come to
the rescue of teachers, who should not
be reduced to the status of casual
lobourers working on the basis of
daily, weekly or monthly wages and
liable to be deprived of work and
thrown out ot employment, when there
should be no demand for them and
when on account of some abnormal
factor the institutions in which they
serve should be thrown out of gear.

While every variety of Government
gervants s assured of security of
service and protection of interests even
in these days of crisfs, the teachers have
every right to insist and to expect
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that they should not be abandoned to
the wolves of unemployment and
starvation now. Mission schools func-
tioning in the City have similar
institutions affiliated to their organisations
in many places in the mofussil and
the Pachaiyappa College School has
two sister institutions operating in the
neighbonring districts. It should not
be impossible for the managements of
such institutions to transfer the mem-
ers of their teaching staffs, for the
time bsing, or such proportion as may
bacome surplus to the requirenents
of the depleted number of pupils
who may join the city schools and
colleges, to the institutions in the
motussil under their control, even though
it may be that they become partially
superfluous to the latter. The depart-
mental authorities may relax their

rules in the direction of enabling the
entertainment of a larger number of
teachers in proportion to pupils in such
institutions and to permit the formation
of additional classes and sections with
a strength of 20to 30 in each. Of
course, there would be some degree of
financial loss involved in. such an
arrangement. But such losses should
be attempted to b2 made good by sub.
ventions from the state that should
be forth coming on a generous
and adequate scale and by an
appreciable measure of sacrifice of
their funds by the managements
themselves. The popularity and
phenomenal strength to which some
of the high' schools of the City have
attained, have been mostly due to
the efficiency and fruitful work of
their teaching staffs, many of whom
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have devoted decades of conscientious
toil in their service; and they do not
at - all deserve such short shrift as
they are now faced with. A compre-
hensive scheme of the distribution of
surplus teachers from the depleted
institutions of the City among mofussil
schools should bz worked out by the
departmental authoriies and by the
" managements of institutions ; and either
the employment of such surplus
membsrs in mofussil kindred schools
or their being given as much as
possible of their salaries during the
poriods when they may remain un-
employed, on . the basis of a guarantee
by Government of such payments, seems
to be the best palliative of the situation.

It may bz possible for Government
to provide for ths distribution of
surplus teachers from private schools
in the affacted arsas among the larger
and more populous institutions under
the management of District Boards and
Municipalities—these latter bodies bsing
given special grants for the purpose:
and when normal conditions return
the teachers so employed elsewhere
will come back to their work with un-
diminished zeal and loyalty and with
a lively and grateful remembrance
pf. the generosity shown to them in a
time of trial. Is this .not a great
moral. asset for the community, worth
much more than the sacrifics that it
may involve ? ’
¢ Prof. Shri Ram Sharma of Lahore,
recently bréught out ‘a ‘Yery instructive
. Pook entitled, ‘' The Religious Policy of
he Mughal Emperors’.  In that work he
8. 0agla... a0, hanest .and . successful

endeavour to approach the subject with

sympathy and understand-
. Toxt-Books ing. Recent researches
in Indian available to the student of
History and Indian History, have gathe-
A'lleged Reli- red material that throws
gious Intole- new light upon this aspect
rance on the of Mughal policy and they
Part of Mus. have led to an increasing
lim Rulers in bslief in the view that
the Past, the Mughals were not

so intolerant as they
have been depicted in most books
written till about the beginning of the
present century. Prof. Sharma endea-
vours to prove that Akbar's religious
policy showed not merely a passive tole-
ration or, but an active and sympathetic
understanding of Hinduism; and his
measures of religious reform constitute
an attempt to conciliate the Hindus but
at the same time do not imply any disres-
pect of his own faith.

Another Hindu author, Mr. M. L.
Roychoudhury, sets forth in his very
recent work, 'The Din-i-llahi’, an elabo-
rate thesis, based upon an attempt to study
Akbar's religious policy with reference to
the Central Asian and Mongol background
of ideas and habits of the Timurid dynasty
and also with reference to the unity of the
Islamic movements of the period. Asa
result of his study, he concludes that ‘ the
Din-i-llahi of Empsror Akbar clearly
demonstrated how the Central Asian
forces, winding their course through the
Semitism of Arabia and filtering through
the Monism of Iran, were ultimately
Aryanised by the touch of Hindustan. The
contribution of the different cultures, as

represented by Akbar's great Hall. of

Worship, (in his palace at Fathpur-Sikri) to
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the transformation and Indianisation of
Islam was immense, though the process
had already begun. Maintaining the basis
of real Islam, the great savants of the age
metamorphosed and crystallised the spirit
of the age into a Sufi order, called the
Din-i-liahi.'

As Prof. Sharma says, the Mughals
proved an exception to the prevailing
idea of the 16th and 17th centuries that
the religious beliefs of subjects was very
much a concern of government. " They
passed no Acts of Supremacy, they enfor-
ced no Thirty-nine Articles, so far as the
beliefs of the preponderant majority of
the population were concerned. Even for
the Muslims all that they did was to
punish apostacy and extort outward con-
formity in certain matters of public
conduct.”

The recent exhibition at Allahabad, in
connection with the Session of the Muslim
League, of a farman of the Mughal
Emperor Aurangzib, in which were con-
firmed the privileges and perquisites of
the priests of the great Siva temple at
Benares, should bz an eye-opener to
those who continue to bzlieve in some of
the age-long prejudices about the reli-
gious views of that Puritan ruler. A
biography of that Empseror by Mr. Z
Faruki, published seven years back, works
much in the direction of removing old

prejudices; and we learn from it that

there was actually no evidence of the
pressure brought to bzar by the Emperor
on Hindus for their forcible conversion to

Islam and that 'barring a few cases of
bigotry and fanaticism. vengeance and
individual incendiarism, the relation bet-
ween the Hindus and Muslims was gene-
rally marked by goodwill and mutual
toleration

A very good sketch of Sultan Mahmud
of Ghazni by Prof. M. Habib of Aligarh
brought out several years back, tells us
that it was impossible to read any religious
motive in to his Indian expeditions and
that his supposed zeal for Islam was used
by historians as an a posteriori justifi-
cation of what had been done and that
they praised the doer into the bargain.

The anti-Hindu legislation of Alau'd-din
Khilji has been often spoken of and
exaggerated. An acute scholar of the
mediaeval history of Northern India, the
late W. Morzland, has attempted to show
now the term Hindu as used by contempo-
rary historians, applied only to the upper
classes of Hindu landlords and not to
the peasants and the bulk of the Hindus
proper and how in the empire there
were really three elements, Muslims,
Hindus and peasants. Anti-Hindu legis-
lation therefore pressed only upon the
more powerful and unruly landholders
and was really favourable to the smaller
cultivators and labourers.

Another historiar, Prof, A. M. Husain
of Agra, has brought out a new study
of Muhammad bin Tughlug, in which
he says that a careful study of
contemporary Muslim works would not
at all justify us in assuming that the
lot of the Hindus under Muslim rule
was normally that of hewers of wood
and drawers of water and that Hindus,
both nobles and others, enjoyed honour
and respect in the capital city and
had complete freedom to read their
religious books and study Sanskrit ; and
even the use of Sanskrit; on ceremonial
occasions is attested in Sanskrit ins-
criptions eulogising the monarch.

The well-known traits in the characters
of Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan showing
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them as benefactors and protectors of
Hindu shrines and institutions in their
state, e.g, the Shringeri Mutt, may be
recalled to mind in this connection’.
Reference may be made here to the
recently . published  biography of
Mahmud Gawan, the great Bahmani
Wazir, by Profsssor H. K. Sherwani of
Hyderabad, from which we learn that
the minister was fully of the idea
that the Sovereign of the state has got
only one claim to this throne and that is
the capacity to lead the country to
greater progress and that true peace
is possible only by means of a close
understanding bstween the different
parties and religions of the land.

Enough has b=zen said above to show
that among the writers and scholars of
History, the old deep-rooted prejudices
ars Dbeing fast removed and the
attitude of former Muslim rulers is
baginning to bs appreciated in its
real conciliatory nature, barring of
course, a few exceptions and abnor-
malities. It bshoves all writers of text-
books for use in school and college
classes, to embody these aspects and
ideas, as they will go a long way to
remove from the minds of pupils
obstacles in the way of a correct and
good impression being formed of ths
centuries-old and really operative
harmony between the two great
communities of our country.

It is with feelings of the deepest regret
that we have to record the sudden death
f rom heart failure of Principle P. Sashadri,

M.A., MBE. onthe 18th instant, at the
prime of his life and at the

The late zenith of his very useful
Professor career as a great and
P. Seshadri. constructive educationist.
A man of singular charm

and great vigour of intellect with fine
conversational powers that would have
given him a good position in any of the
sulons of eighteenth century Paris and
always the leader at the Round Table of
social intercourse, he was a born teacher,
displaying a great pride in the profession
and a rare enthusiasm for his work. He
chose the career of a teacher not from
necsssity but from an inborn and firm
conviction of its loftiness and value. He
was in the profassion for over 35 years
and hisrecord has always been magni-
ficient. At Pachaiyappa’s whose alumnus
he was and where he served for several
years as a lacturer in Fnglish, he shone
forth among the Dons of the College by
reason of his charming and attractive
personality and a singular facility of
speech and expression. Subsequently,
he became the Principal of the Salem

‘Municipal College, whose stature he -

raised considerably even during a short
tenure of office.

Quite early in life he was selected by
Sir Sunder Lal, the first Vice-Chancellor
of the Benares Hindu University and his
co-adjutor, Pandit Madan Malaviyaji, as
Chief Professor of English in the then
newly started Hindu University, which he
served for over a decade, where he exhi-
bited his talents with remarkable
efficiency, in several directions as Prin-
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This book is uaique in several respects, and sure to give the

best results and create the maximum of interest in the subject.
est res

“ The popularity of this "book is clear from the fact that the

ditions in only 4 months’ time.”
book ran two £ —Education, Lucnow (May 1941).

K & J. COOPER-PUBLISHERS—BOMBAY, 4
Sole Selling-Agents for Madras Presidency ;

The Christian Literature Society for India, Park Town, Madras
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'ﬁé‘lﬁﬁ\?_qsﬂy” College for some
e of the
governing authariiics of the Univ rsily, as
the editor of tha Banarcs Hindu Colleq.:
Magazine and gensrally as a most atriking
figure in all the acadsmic and evtra-mural

cipa

years, as a prominen| member

activities of that plac.  Tis subseauend
work as Principal of th= Sanatana Dharma
College: at Cawnpore and later as the
Principal of the Governmen! Collage at
Ajmer where he Jabourcd for nearly a
decade, is too fresh in our memories 1o
require any detailed mention. He

was
the soul of the AN India Teachers'
Federation whose annual conferences

were marked by brilliant papers from his
pen on various topics of educational
interes! and also constituted the fruits of
his infectious and untiring energy. He
travelled cxztensively abroad and repre-
sented India al the World Conferenca of
Education in Denves (USA) and also al
the Conference of the Universities of the
British Empire Fdinburgh in 1931.
He was a m=mbear of the educational Ex-
perts' Committee of the League of Nations
between 1931-34 and represented India
at the world Conference of FEducation
at Tokyoin 1937.

Always a lover of the artistic and a
believer in the ‘good life' of Aristotle,
Professor Seshadri was a fine connoisseur
of al! things beautiful in the fields of
literature and art He indulged in
certain early attempts at poetic composi-
tion and his short sketch of a forgotten
Anglo-Indian  Literature, John Leyden.
was then much appreciated by men of
Letters both in India and in England,

\(9-0036
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He was ever full of zest in life and was
Ynown evoer to have consciously wasted
Hig lovy of books asto.
th large libvary of choice
lilteratur= thal he built up is inde»d an
achievement that should be of stimulus ¢
avery book-collector and hibjiophile. His
passion reading was well known tc
all frizndes  ard and hit
appreciation of literary beauly whether
in Faglish or in ToIngu of which be was
an ardent shudent, as, well, is also well
krown  to them.  His  powers of-
organisation and of administration had a
tavourable field of expression in Salem
and Benares, Cawnpore and Ajmere, and

an hour.

Woets

nishing andl
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his aticlonts

he left the impress of his personality and %

charm wherever he worked. His short
baochure on Indian Universitics and the

valuable  and informing Report of the
Committee of Reorganisation of the

University of the Puniab of which he was
the driving force are well worth parusal
by all students of educational ideals and
practice, His fruitful coreer as
Secretary of the Inter University Board
for a guinguennium should not be fopic
gotten nor his active association with the
conduct of the Educational Review as;
its editor for for over adecade and &
half, which resulted ina brilliant periad.
of wigour in which usefulness of that
Journal fo ever widening circles bacame.
very apparent. .

Mr.  Seshadri came of a talentd}
Brahmin family of North Arcot and leavesf
behind him in a large circle of pupils;
friends admirers and others, in fact
good portion of the intalligentsia of thg
and to mourn his irraparable loss.

the *
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BLACKBOARD APPARATUS:

Compass 15" Round Legs ' e 212 0
Semi-Circular Protector 15" with Handle - e 9212 0
Set Square 45° 12" with Handle e 2 0 0
Set Square 60° 15" with Handle .2 0 0

Rule 36" Marked Centimetres and Inches (1 in 4) with Handle. 212 ¢

v Mand Stk ‘ . - 1000
T Square 24" ‘ - 4o
Box (to hold compass, two set Squares and Protractor) e 10 0

(10 % discount will be allowed on gbove sets of Blackboard Apparatus,

if complete set is purchased. Separate Instruments, as quoted, Net.)

BLACKBOARD CLEANERS:

Thick absorbent felt with wooden back, size 5x 2 inches
Annas Eight each

\
THE M. S. S. D. CHAMOIS BLACKBOARD MOP

Made from real Chamois Leather Durable Washabie
Cleans without abrasing the surface or paint .

One should be hung on every Blackboard and supplied to each pupil using siates

Annas 8ix each or Rs. 4 per dozen

' MACMILLAN & Co. LTp.

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND)

MADRAS—BOMBAY—CALCUTTA—LONDON




REGD. NO. M.272

-keep the 5nemxl away
| 6&0m India
Contribute Again fo the
. QOOe’mc’z,s War 7un3
Bu\’ More Detence Bonds
‘ &
gaviugs Gek(iﬁicates
GWE and LEND
FOR

VICTORY

‘mm hyc Kshhntmoorghi at the Sri Ramakrishna Printing Works, 1913 Woods Road,
adm&hadbyMRSmp tkumaran, M.A IAS kwarStTpl e, Madras

v Hon. Bditor : Rao ShbSﬁCSS achari, M. A,
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