e R v g e e - -

21 - )
ESU . w_‘/} /' ‘

Yol. XVIII April—June, 1943 @ No. 2
N _
<"
The ‘Indian Geographical Journal
Formerly
THE JOURNAL OF THE MADRAS GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION.
‘ PUBLISHED QUARTERLY. ' * BT
' N
Eprror A - 2 DEG 1343 - bﬁ
N C o George Kuriyan, B.A., B.Sc. o
hical Seciety

THE INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY,
Wellclose, Cathedral P.O., Madras.



CONTENTS
PAGE

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SoCIETY 1943—BY A. SWAMINATHA
IvER e 41
ProceepINGS OF THE TWELFTH CONFERENCE HELD AT VELLORE
on May 10tH, 1943 .. 9
Prace NaMmes 1N NortH ArcoT DisTrRIcT—BY RAo BAHADUR
C. M. RaAMAcHANDRA CHETTIYAR .. 53
L

Tue Topas—THE ABORIGINES OF THE NILGIRI HiLs—By A. L.
SunparaMm, B.A,, L.T. .. 65

Tue CocoNuT—ITs CULTIVATION ON THE MALABAR CoasT—BY
79

P. KocHUNNY PANIKER, M.A., D1p. IN GEOGRAPHY

Approved by the Text-Book Committee,

DESCRIPTIVE GEOGRAPHY
For Elementary Standards 4-8 according to 1941 New Syllabus
By N. SUBRAHRMANYAM.
Standard 4 ready for sale, Price 7 annas. Standards 5 to 8 will be ready shortly
For the Middle School
According to the latest syllabus .
Prepared in accordance with the principles given in Scheme of Work and in
accordance with the type syllabus, issued recently by the Madras Educational
Department. '
‘BY
N. SUBRAHMANYAM, MA, LT, FRGS.
Lecturer in Geography, Teachers’ College, Saidapet.
Tamin., TELUGU AND MALAYALAM EprrIoNs

Book I As. 10, Book II As. 12, Book I As. 12.
The following are some of the special features of the series:—
d the influence of geographi-

The treatment is throughout descriptive; an
cal environment on human activities have been well brought out everywhere.
Physical, human and political geography have been taken in combination, S0
as to present a synthetic picture of human societies in the different regions of
the world. Constant reference has been made to local conditions and examples,

making the home region the standard of comparison throughout. The main

geographical principles have been treated in an elementary way, each in

relation to the region of which it is a charac

to develop the chief geographical concepts in
The exercises at the end of each chapter have been very carefully pre-

pared not only for the purpose of testing the subject matter learnt, but also
in some way to supplement the matter taught. The volumes are copiously

fllustrated with pictures, maps and diagrams. The bold print on glazed paper
makes the books attractive to the pupils. L
P. VARADACHARY & CO,
8. Lingha Chetty St., Madras,

the course of the regional study.

teristic. Attempt has been made,

The Secretary “ N. Subrahmanyam
Memoriai Cominittee” begs to remind you

to send your
possible.

contributions as early as



1y
N

The Indian Geographical JoathatF"

Formerly

THE JOURNAL OF THE MADRAS GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION

o

Vol. XVIII APRIL—JUNE 1943 No. 2

e
m—

Presidential Address to the Annual
Conference of the Indian Geographical Society

LA
1943 T

, TN

By & . k

7 7epecisdd 7

A. SWAMINATHA [YER. , R //
// ‘e /

I feel honoured by your kind {nvitation to preside ogex gcu’b?:/// ’
’conference this year. With no pretentions to expert knowledge it
the field of Geography, I realise the limitations of a layman having
to address specialists like you, and it is not without considerable
misgiving that I have undertaken this responsible task. ‘

As a study of the relationship between man and his environ-
ment, between man and his natural surroundings, and the expres-
sion of man’s conduct and behaviour with reference to the climate
“and the country in which he lives, Geography gecupies and must
occupy a very prominent place in any scheme of cultural develop-
ment. If we understand Geography in this wider aspect, we can
envisage Geography as the epitome, so to say, of human endeavour
and human culture. It both controls and explains human evolution
and expression, building upon data furnished by every other science,
Natural sciences like Physics, Chemistry or Biology, or Human

sciences like Sociology, Economies or Politics, and in this sense Geo-

graphy may be viewed as a Cosmopolitan Science. With the training
cer whose work had largely lain in

and prefielictions of a Revenue Offi
the rural parts and association with the village people, you would
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naturally expect me to make an attempt at presenting some aspects
of India’s rural problems, considered from the point of view of an
amateur Geographer. If in the observations I have the privilege
of addressing to you I have succeeded in presenting a picture in

reasonable perspective without undue sacrifice either of material .

or of vividity of impression regarding essential facts, I shall feel
myself more than satisfied.

We are meeting at a time when the free nations of the world

are struggling against brutal aggression in order to defend and -

safeguard the very foundations of society, culture and civilisation.

Ruthless destruction of human life with weapons invented by

Science is going on. Godlessness reigns supreme and religion does

not control the passions of man. The warring nations of the world’

are dealing destruction with such fury and ferocity that the
end will he mutual annihilation, perhaps by bacteriological war-
fare. The victor and the vanquished alike will share the same
dire fate. The tragedy which is being enacted before our very
eyes in the world to-day makes one despiar of the future of Huma-~
nity. We seem to be caught in the machinery which is over-

powering us and we are too weak to aspire to and realise taose

eternal verities of Love and Truth which have helped to sustain
civilisation. “Is there a way of cscape from this chzos and con-

fusion,” one asks in despair. With the diseppearance of higher

human values, man degenerates into a brute and becomes callous

and thoroughly contemptuous of life, his own as well as others.
Viewing the problems of wer and peace in their varied Geo-
graphical snd political aspects, one would indeed be bold if he
could prophecy that the next armistice any more than the pre-
vious one can usher in an era of world peace, so long as Govern-
ments continue to work on their old lines and base their hopes of
veace upon their own favourite economic. and territorie]l schemes.
The price of liberty and of international law and order is effective
co~operation with mutual-help for the common good, motived by
Yagna and Dharma (sacrifice and duty). May the better minds
of men inspired by a synthesis of the universal and national ethics
evolve a political principle that will find expression in the forma-
tion of a body charged with the duty of safeguarding Society from
all aggression. :

However much her integrity may be assailed from cer-
tain quarters, India from the point of view of physical features,

Al
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is a natural Geographical unit. The best service that the British

have done to India is to pres~rve and consolidate this physical unity
by providing a common system of laws and a strong centralised
administration. Thus to the physical and cultural unity which
India had enjoyed previcusly, has been added political unity—Mr.
L. S. Amery, Secretary of State for India speaking with the autho-
rity of His Majesty's Government asserted that the “Ideal un-
doubtedly remains—a®united all-India inciuding the States as well

 as British India”. If India is a geographical and politicel unit,
it_follows that Indians are a nation. Nationalism grows with and

round a country, as a circle round its centre, Just as the soul
of an individual unfolds and expresses itself in and through a phy-

_sical vehicle, the body, even so, the ‘soul of a people also must

express itself through a country which it can claim as its own. A
common Father-land or Mother-land is a pre-requisite to all
national development. Round that living nucleus will naturally

- gather all other elements of strength and excellence which go to

make up a nation. The contribution of India to political thought
is and will be the deification of the mother-land which is based on

a sound Geogrgphical concept.

An old Sanskrit verse says:—

< g W e wmiEf agata 1’

meaning the mother and motherland are greater than Heaven itself
and so the worship of the country forms part and parcel of the
Hindu Religion. Mother India is worshipped as a deity and the
Bhu Suktha speaks of the physical and visible form of Mother India
in the Rks beginning with  #fgdt <4t ete. The Virata Deha
of Mother India comprehends the whole of Bharatha Varsha from
the Himalayas to Cape Comorin, the Indian ocean with its two
arms, the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal washing and wor-
shipping Medini Devi, visualised as Kwmari. In one prayer the

- country is invoked as the land of the seven sacred rivers, Ganga,

Yamuna, Saraswathi ete. In another, the country is described
as the land of the seven sacred mountains forming as it were
the ribs and backbone of the Great Mother. Yet another prayer
addressed to Mother India speaks of the seven sacred -cities
Ayodhya, Madhura, Maya, ete. All these prayers have a Geogra~
phical setting. The Hindus are enjoined to visit these holy places;
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to be able to do so they have practically to go over the whole of
India and visualise her as their common sacred Mother land. The
Geographical limits of the sacred land of Bharatha Varsha seem to
have been fixed long long ago, as uumerous references in ancient
sanskrit writings testify. Sri Ramachandra who travelled on foot
during his 14 years of exile, addressing Vali after he had been
mortally wounded by him said. “lhis land abounding in hills and
woods belong to Ishvakus” (See Valmiki’s Ramayana-Kishkinda
Kanda, Sarga (81). Sri Sankaracharya purposely planted th‘e
four principal mutts at the four cardinal points of the Indian conti-
nent—Jyothir Mutt at Badrikedari up in the North, Govardhan
Mutt at Puri at the Kasternmost point, Sarada Mutt at an exireme
West and the Sringeri Mutt in the far South, so that by visiting
these Mutts the pilgrim would have traversed every inch of this

vast country.

In india’s vast area of 1+8 million square miles we have the
most varied physical and climatic conditions and vegeta‘tmn. Not
l—known writer described India “as the

India is what is known as a monsoon
s most needed. 'This explains
{ monsoon regions, But these

inappropriately has a wel
epitome of the whole earth”.
region where the rain comes when it i

the reason for the dense population o
are also particularly liable to famines. Since they ares closely de-

pendent on agriculture, the prosperity of the whole country de-
pends upon a short season i abundant ruin 1 summer, and when
that rain is scanty or delayed, ruin ensues. The South-West mon~
soon is of greater economic importance than any other §easonal
wind owing to the rainfall it brings to India and bu? for.1t, lz:\rg}e1
populous areas would become deserts. Nor would it brmg sucf
prosperity to Northern India, were it n?t for the co—'opemtmx:u;)11
the great rivers which flow from mountains coYered with perpe iy
snow and which enable a fifth of all the cultivated land of Inhl,’
to be irrigated. Even as India is an ‘“‘epitome oﬁ the Who¥e eart ’f
the Madras Presidency can be said to be. jche ep1'tome o
India, Here we have a very wide range of conditions which ma'ke
it possible to grow more or less every variety of crops. Depending
o th the monsoons—the annua ‘

23 ;oches or less,—the agricultural problems of the ‘Preslder.lcy
cover a wide range. As the mountains are rhxot.all.hl'gh ‘to give
abundant rain throughout the dry seasom, artificial irrigation has
to be resorted to, to mature the crops and to ensure the success

{ rainfall varying from 300 to

INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY CONFERENCE 45

of cultivation. Irrigation is one of the strongest agencies for pro-
moting prudence and care in the use of water. This will be found
to be reflected in the desire of the people to submit to
the will of the majority in the storage and distribution of water.
The spirit of corporate existence and co-operation is consequently
fostered, without which progress will be impossibie.

The study of the Agricultural Geography of the Carnatic in
which the district of North Arcot where we are meeting is situated,
is a study of the basis of practically all life in the region. The
people of the Carnatic ere t:llers of the socil and on the return it
gives them, they must eke out their meagre livelihood. They have
both to feed and clothe themselves on what they get out of the
land. Probably there is no other ecountry in the world where the
people are dependent so much on the land they cultivate. Perhaps
also there is no other region in the world where the climatic factor
enters so largely into every aspect of life’ which is based on agri-
cuiture, which agzin is ¢y adent on the monsoon rainfall this is
the pivot upon which life swings in the Carnatic. Any variation
in this pivot, however slight, means a consequent variation in the
whole rural economy of the region. It is not so much the amount
of rainfall, but the character of the rainfall, that is, both the
nature anq’ the distribution thet counts. It will thus be seen that

>irrigation has a particular significance in this region, in view of
the rainfall conditions which may be scanty and iii~distributed.
Irrigation is an attempt to stabilisc rainfali condiuons, either by
supplying water for cultivation when rain does not fall, or by sup-
plementing the rainfall in the rainy season when it is insufficient,
or when a long break occurs. The methads of irvigation also re-
flect the Geographical conditions of the region. Irrigation is by
canals and tanks (artificial reservoirs) and by wells giving access to
the subterranean supply or to the waters of rivers which running
deep below the general level of the ground jhave to be lifted
vertically before they can be made to flow into the fields. Irriga-
tion practised in the Carnatic as above, m~ans so much to tho agri-
culture of the region. It helps the successful raising of a crop by
ensuring it sufficient water which can be supplied as and when
required.  Further, by virtually extending the rainy season, it
bermits of the cultivation of longer maturing crops, which in many
cases are superior to the quick maturing varieties of the same crop.
Thus the life of the Carnatic peasantry is dependent on the rains



46 THE INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL

and on irrigation. The main factor underlying the rural economy
of the Carnatic is food availability and there is definite concentra—~
tion of the people in the food producing areas along river valleys,
deltas and other fertile tracts which are primarily rice producing
areas.

The typical village n this region consists of the village houses,
tanks and wells, around which are the irrigated fields. Beyond
these -are the unirrigated lands growing dry crops by the aid of
seasonal rains and further beyond is the waste. Geographically
viewed, the Indian Village—this is particularly so with reference
to the Carnatic Village—is the natural Geographical development
of the system of agriculture pursued. The regularity of the sea-
sonal monsoons which is so important in the agricultural economy
of this country has naturally fostered a belief in the continuity of
existence. It may be worthy of note that throughout the period

of India’s history, the lot of the pcople in their scven lakhs of vil-.

lages has gone on almost unchanged inspite of the numerous
invasions, and unaffected by the gains or losses of their rulers.
This is undoubtedly due to the Indian village system, a unique in~
stitution which is rightly claimed as India’s greatest contribution
to world civilisation. There are numerous references in the classi~
cal literature of India, the Ramayana for instance, to the village

system. In the Institutes of Manu, in Kautilya’s Artha Sastra, in

the Sukraniti—and these by no means are the only authorities—
we have copious details with regard to the village system and its
relation with a central authority. It will be surprising to know
how dermocratic was the system and how circumscribed was the
authority of the Kings. A great writer on Indian Village institu-
tions has stated that “the Villages were completely self-governing

and were practically free from central control. The Gramini -

(headman) and the other village officials were appointed by the
community and were accountable to them”. As Professor Nila~
kanta Sastri pointed out sometime ago, although the machinery of
modern democracy with all its complexities was not found in ancient
India, yet a study of Indian History and Indian culture showed

that the type of life that democracy stood for, was found in abun~

dance in the elements of Indian tradition. Various causes have
contributed to the decay of the old village system. The East India
Company laid the axe when they took away from the villagers,
the right to elect their officials, the latter being answerable to
those departmentally placed above them, instead of to the village
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community. The substitution of the tax in kind by payment in
cash was another potent cause. It is unnecessary to pursue the

“subject further here. Suffice it to say that the old Indian village

was an orderly and self-sufficient community, with its staff of
menials and artisans under the authority of the Headman whose

" office was generally hereditary. Not inaptly has a great authority

described the Indian villages as “Those little republies”. It is
worthy of note that Mr. L. S. Amery speaking sometime agd in
London on the subject of Rural Self-governing Bodies in India,
expressed the opinion and the hope—presumably based on an un~
biassed study of Indian History and traditions—that the knowledge
in self~government learnt from self-government inculcated in ‘the
villages would help the whole of India to govern itself. 1t is signifi~
cant coming from such a source and will be much appreciated.

A very important part of the old village life was the free labour-
given by the community for common purposes. Roads, temples,
tanks, wells, water—-courses, public buildings were constructed by
co~operative labour. The Report of the Indian Irrigation commis-
sion (1901-3) — (See Part I, Page 8), has stated that in the Madras
Presidency the water channels constructed by village labour irri-
gate “collectively an area equal to that irrigated by all the larger
works congtructed by the British Government”. The Madras Kudi-
maramat Regulation has attempted to keep alive this ancient cus—
tom but not with conspicuous success. In those days wars were
confined to the Kings and their armies. One oftcn comes across
descriptions by British Travellers of how the peasants continued
their avocations, even when a battle was being fought within range
of their eye-sight. Following the ancient rule that Kings should

" settle their quarrels among themselves, Indian Chiefs were

loathe to destroy the lives of those who were not engaged in actual
fight. No chief desired to destroy the wealth-producers, as on
them the prosperity of Kings depended. Thus through the ages
the vitality of India’s life has been in her villages. The problem
of the village is and should be the most important political and
social issue in this country. By the restoration of the village to
its former prosperous state, the inner life of the villagers them-
selves, could be moved and stirred to healthy endeavour. The
Government and Public bodies have no doubt been making com—
mendable efforts to improve village life and rural conditions
generally. If the task had been approached in a Geographical
spirit more satisfactory results could have been achieved. Taking
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the agricultural research worker for example, it will be noticed
that his main aim is to evolve a varviety which would give increased
monetary return.  The result can he obtained either by an improve~
ment in the yield or in quality. Of the two factors, better yield
per acre is the more important, and even the most illiterate culti-
vator understands this. [t is often extremely difficult to obtain the
real value of any im»rovement in quality which no trade agency
will pay for, unless there is competiiion for the product and unless
a large quantity of the product is forthcoming in the market. Fur~
ther, the needs of the market may change quickly, while the evolu~
tion of an improved type is a clow process. Fashion also may
bring about a radical change which cannot be forcseen. And where
marketing facilities are stili undeveloped, the tangible benefit of
increased quantity will always conquer the almost intangible ad~
vantage of imvreved caalitv. Naturally the agicultural research
worker will have to malke yield his first consideration, while at the
same time striving to improve the quality. In addition to yield
and quality, an improved variety should possess, a third characteris~
tie, namely, the power of adaptation to a wide range of agricultural
conditions. This is a geographical fact and failure to pay adequate
attention to this aspect of the agricultural problem has often ended
in costly failures and disasters. Modern trade and manufacture
demand a uniform product as experience shows that multiplication
of varieties actually diminishes the market value of the tract. This
again is a geographical feet. the sigrvificance of which has not been
adequatetly appreciated by the agricultural research worker.

There is an intimate relationship between rainfall and pooula-
tion. These two groups of facts provide the fundamental factors
of the infinitely varied play of causes and effccts which ends in
covering the surface of the globe with peoples with different
characteristics. As in the case of man, so also in the case of his
domestic animals, one can notice the variation due to the influence
of climate and rainfall and the influence of soil. From the geogra-
phical point of view, the geography of plants is still more significant
than the geography of animals. Plants do not move; they are fixed
on the ground and cannot adjust themselves to extremes of tempe-
rature or isolation, while animals can easily escape by a change of
place The distribution of cultivation therefore lends its1f to
geographical analysis to a degree much more striking than the
distribution of domestic animals as plants form organic groups
which reflect the strong influence of the environments in which
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they live. These and certain other aspects of the agricultura! pro-
blem considered from the point of view of a geographer, I should .
like to deal with, but I am afraid I have exceeded the limits I set to
myself. I shall however endcavour to deal with onc aspect of the
agricultural problem before I conclude, namely the relationship of
agriculture to forestry.

If the fact is borne in mind how vitaiiy unporiant an abundant
and never iailing supply of water is {0 a predominantly agricultural
country like ours, we can weil appreciate tne irequeat invocations
to the deities of rain-indra and Varuna-in tie early Vedic Hymns.
The Ganges, the Jumna, the Narmada, the Godavari and the Kaveri,
which have been heid sacred for ages, are douptiess veneraied ior
their influence on the rural economy of the country. in a tropical
country like India shady trees iike the painyan or Nyegrodha the
ficus reiigiosa, and the margosa are necessary for the workman and
his cattle to rest during the heat of the day and the people are
enjolned 10 pianc and preserve Wient as & reuglous and Meritorious
act. Consequently they are also the much venerated stala Vrikshas
in Hindu shrines. Our country must have reached the siage of
settled agriculiurai life long long ago, but this could not have been
attained without fighting the wild animals and the much dreaded
snakes. The conception of Lord Shiva (Pasupathi—the Lord of
.the Cattle) clad with the skins of the elephant, and the tiger, the
sacred bull as his vahana, the eternal Ganga (water for irrigation)
in his thickly grown jata, symbolic of thick iorest growth, and the
garland oi soakes, iamscli seated mm Mount Iailas, the high
Himalayan peak, all this is evidence of the antiquity of India’s
civilisation based on the worship of mother earth, (Medini Devi),
the giver of food for the sustenance of her teeming millions.

The beneficial effects of forests, of thickly clad hill sides ¢n the
agricultyral economy of India will thus become apparent. The
extension and the consolidation of the Indian Empire and inciease
in population hive resulted in the rapid denudation of the hill
sides and forest a:cas, and the present war has considerably

~accentuated the situation, the eflects of which are bound to be very

serious. The wealth and power of a country are bound up with the °

soil and its contigued prosperity depends upon an adequate supply

of water ‘and thickly clad hill sides and forests. An old saying has

it “When forests go, fishes and games go, crops go, flocks go, fertility

departs-——then the old-age phantom appears siealthily one aftev
é
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another, floods, drought, famine and pestilence”. In the first pub-
lic expression of the forest policy of the Government of India in
]..894, it was laid down that the sole object with which the state
forests are administered is the public benefit. In the Government
of India Resolution, the forests of India were classified under ‘our
main heads, the first of which comprised “forests the preservation
of which is essential on climatic or physical grounds” While
there is no intention on my part of criticising this exposition of
Governments’ forest policy, it must be admitted that there is not
sufficient insistence in it on the geographical zspects of Iorestry,
namely, the beneficial mechanical influence of the forest, and the
consideration of forestry in its more indirect connection with agri-

culture, all of which come within the purview of what can be con*’

Yeniently described as forest geography. It is unfortunate that
in a country whose welfare so much depends on agriculture, practi-
cally no sustained research and investigaion has been made in
respect of the mechanical influences of forests and we have to accept
the proofs adduced by scientists in other countries, e.g. France.
Their researches prove beyond doubt that mountain forests exercise
a most favourable influence on the absorption of the rainfall by the
soil and that when such forests exist in a hot climate where ohysi-
cal evaporation is excessive, their influence is all the more henefi-
cial, showing that forests are a source of protection to man and to
the works which are necessary for his livelihood. Nature 1n plac-
ing the forests provides both the remedy as well as the danger, for
the forests fight the active forces of water with the living forees of
vegetation. Thus the broad fact emerges that on the presence
of the mountain and hill forests depends
cultivation and of the people below. Of certain other as-
pects of forests, for example, their hygienic importance and
their aesthetic and cultural value, especially the latter, I
am not dealing in this address. But in another place and on an-
other occasion, I hope to do so. India’s noblest and highest
thoughts emanated from the forests and the forest ashrgmas. Truly
has it been said that India’s civilisation is forest civilisation. Per-
sonally it will be an elevating digression if I dealt on the aspect of
forestry but the topic is not strictly geographical.

I thank you for the courtesy you have

Here I must conclude.
You have a varied

shown me in patiently listening to my address.
and interesting programme to go through and I wish the present

session of the conference all success.

v

the prosperity of

by Mr. M. P. Rajagopal.

eedings of the Twelfth Conference held

Proc
at Vellore on May 10th, 1943

The twelfth annual conference of the Indian Geographical
Society was held in the Voorhees College, Vellore, on the 10th May
1943, along with the Provincial Educational Conference. Only
one day’s session was held on the 10th from 2 to 5 p.m.

In the unavoidable absence of the President-elect Mr. Arcot
Swarminatha Iyer, Mr. M. S. Sabhesan, President of the Scuth
Indian Teachers’ Union was formally installed in the Chair.

After prayer, the following condolence resolution on the demise
of the late Mr. N. Subrahmanyam, Secretary and Founder of the

Society was moved from the chairi—

“This Conference expresses its deep sense of sorrow at the
sudden demise of the late Mr. N. Subrahmanyam, Founder and Sec~
retary of the Madras Geographical Association, lately converted

into the Indian Geographical Society.”

“ 9This conference authorises the Secretary of the Indian Geo~
graphical Society to convey to the members of the bereaved family

the above resolution.”

The President in his introductory remarks paid a gloriols tri-
bute to the services of the late Mr. Subrahmanyam to the Society
in particular and to the cause of Geography in general.

The Presidential Address of Mr. A. Swaminatha Iyer was then
read by Mr. T. P. Venkatachari.

Then the following Papers were read and discussed: —
1. “Cheyyar Basin” by Mr. A. Sundaresa Iyer.
2. “Climate of N. A. District” by Mr. K. Ramamurthy.

3. “Communication lines and Nodal Centres in N. A. District”
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The conference then passed the following general resolutions: —

1. “This Confcrence places on record the grateful acknow-
ledgement of the Indian Geographical Society for the help and sup-
port received from the members and well wishers of the foimer
Madras Geographical Association in the conversion of the Associa—
tion into an All India Geographical Society, and the Journal of the
Madras Geogrephical Association into the Indian Geographical
Journal from Jan. 1942 and Jan. 1941, respectively”.

2. This conference welcomes the salutory step taken by the
S. S. I. C. Board, Madras, in response to our resolution passed at
the tenth Geographical Conference held at Ambasamudram in May
1940, for showing the marks in History and Geography of candi-
- dates at the Public Examination separately in the S.S.L.C. books.

After a vote of thanks to the chair and to those who attended,
the conference came to a close.

FOR SALE

Back numbers of the Journal of the Indian Geographical
Society and the Journal of the Madras Geographical Association.

_ Apply to the Secretary,
INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY,

WELL-CLOSE, CATHEDRAL PoOST.

The Secretary, Indian Geographical Society desires to purchase
the following back numbers of the Journal of the Madras
Geographical Association: —Vol. X Numbers 1 to 4. Apply stating

terms.

Place Names in North Arcot District

By
Rao Banapur C. M. RAMACHANDRA CHETTIYAR,

Name of the District—The very name N. Arcot indicates that
there is a S. Arcot and that both of them formed once upon a time
a single administrative division. The composition of the district
is not due to any historical incident or growth nor to any geographi-
cal setting but it is only an outcome of a convenient administrative
purpose. The district was once upon a time a part of Thondai-
mandalam which included N. Arcot, S. Arcot, Chingleput and a
portion of Chittoor. In the early days it was ruled by Pallavas and
then by the Cholas. Later on Vijayanagar and its Governors forti~
fied its famous forts. During the Muhammadan occupation of the
Deccan, South India was added to it and this district fell into their
hands. After the death of Aurangazeb and during the decline of
the Moghul Empire, Deccan came into the hands of a political ad-
venturer who originated the line of the Nizams. He appointed a
"deputy of his to govern the Southern province known as Karnatick
in those times, perhaps in memory of the prior Empire of Kar-
nataka which had its capital at Vijayanagar. This deputy had
his head—quarters at the Fort of Arcot. Hence he was known as
Nawab of Arcot and the surrounding territory became known as the
province or Subba of Arcot. Soon after the decline of the dynasty
of the Nawabs, the town of Arcot lost its glory and Vellore which
was once prominent during the days of Vijayanagar, became once
more the capital of the district. But all the same the distriet con-
tinued to be called Arcot even though its headguarters ceased to
be the capital. The word Arcot is commonly derived from the
compound word Aru Kadu (,,qz],{m &r()indicating six forests and is
even interpreted into a Sanskrit equivalent Shadaranyam meaning
six forests. But this interpretatior. seems to be the result of pure
imagination of a few pandits who begin to give Sanskrit origin for
every town and temple. But the correct meaning of the word
Arcot can be traced to the ancient Sangam literature where the
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word is spelt as _gidsr® meaning a forest of Ar or Athi plants.

This interpretation is roper interpre €V
s the proper interpretatio i
Y - n as idenced from

’ lfj'eatures of the Districf ——If we glance at the map of N. Arcot
District we find that the district is intercepted by a hug-e hill
range known as Javadhi hills at its centre. Towards the east th wri
are 6 taluks Arkonam, Wallajah, Cheyar, Wandiwash vP:)lu’r a:nd
Tiruvannamalai, which are of low level and which ’are full of
aumerous small irrigation tanks. This low tract of country is to-
waf'ds the exst of the hilly range of the Javadhis which- jé‘cci ‘;he
major portions of Vellore, Polur and Chengam taluks. Thi:s’lcra};t
forms a watershed from which a number of small streams emerge
towards the low land. Towards the west of this watershed we ﬁﬁd
ar.lother level tract which forms the western half of the taluk of
Tiruppathur and which really forms a portion of the plain of Salem.
Along the northern boundary of the district we find a rich, fertile
but a narrow valley not much above the sea level, in which tljxe river
.Palar. runs with its white sandy waterless bed. In such a fract it
Is quite natural to find the names of places suggesting the nature
of the soil which makes the territory.

Names of Physical features: Rivers and Valleys.~The very

names of hills and valleys, rivers, lakes and tanks, ups and downs® -

and plains are very intevesting and denote what sort of a country
we traverse in this historical tract. The entire district is made up
of two big valleys, those of the Palar and of the Cheyar. Both
these rivers have been mentioned in ancient Tamil literature.
The Palar has been sanctified by the glorious pen of the historical
poet Sekkilar. He describes it as a river full of white milky sand
but yet as one which would yield glorious crop at the work of the
‘cultivator to whose industry crystal water would flow as the sand
is excavated. The river Cheyar is described by even older poets -
as old as those of Sangam age. It is the river which flows in the
tract of the hilly chief Nannan who had his fort at Naviramalai
‘(Polur Taluk) as mentioned in Pura Nanuru. As contrasted with
the white sand of the milky river Palar, Cheyar ‘had a red bed
s S e I e et s
Cheyar becomes ibut : - ‘g' i little . er‘e?
ey Dee a tributary of Palar and joins it a little east of
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and torrents—There are innumerable small rivers
and torrents which rise from the Javadhi hills and flow on all sides
and reach the Palar and Cheyar. There are a few other rivers
and torrents coming from the northern range of Chittonr hills
which join the former river. Many of these torrents have ordinary
names available in the Tamil language but there are a few others
which have been heightened with high sounding Sanskrit names.
The following examples will testify the statement: —Kattar, Pada—
vettu Aru, Tellar, Malattar, Ponnajaru, Turinji Ar, Pamban Ar are
a few Tamil names while Kavuncanya Nadhi, Nagavadi, Mahendra-
vadi Nadhi, Punyatheertha Nadhi and Kamandala Nadhi are Sans-
krit names. Certainly on an enquiry we get a few puranic stories
being associated with the latter names.

Tanks—There are a large number of small tanks scattered

e length and breadth of the eastern plain. Most of
er season and become dry during

all channels from the mountain
ation is done on the strip of lands
which adjoin these tanks. At the same time there are a handful
of noteworthy tanks which are somewhat big in extent. The most
famous among them are Kaveripakkam tank and Mamandur tank.
Both of them owe their names to the villages near which they are

,situated.

Hills.—The names of -hills give an interesting study. The
older names are of pure Tamil origin. Thenmalai is a very ancient
name and it is given to the hilly tract towards the south of the
Javadhi hills and just north of Chengam. Research shows that
Naviramalai in this range is the hill which was associated with the
Sangam chief known as Nannan. The other names of Tamilian
origin are Periya Malai, Kambath Malai etc. There are few
hills known as Kailasagiri, Elagiri etc. which have the termination
of ‘giri’ and it is quite natural that these names are of a more recent
origin. Still more recent are the names which have Muhammadan
suffixes. Kailasaghar, Karnatak Ghar, Satghar. They have come
into existence during the days of the Nawab’s occupation.

Kunam—One curious namenclature is current in the eastern
tracts. Names with a suffix of ‘Kunam’ are numerous in this tract.
Kunam is a corruption of the word ‘Kunram’ which means a small
hill. Examples are found in the names of Polkunam, Nedun~

Rivulets

throughout th
them get water during the wint
summer. They are fed by sm
torrents. Considerable wet cultiv
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gunam, Vengunam, Senguném and Arkonam.. The last name is a
corruption of the word Arai Kundrem which means a rocky hill.

The famous lonely hill of Tiruvannamalai has the ancient name of
Annamalai which means high hill.

Valleys.—The tract having ranges of hills is naturally inter-
cepted with & number of valleys and dales. The names of Kan-
nambadi Kanavoy, Padavettu Kanavoy , Chengam Kanavoy,
Singarathotta Kanavoy have become famous even in history. It
was through Chengam valley that Hyder forced his armies towards
Madras during the Mysore wars. Hence we could generalise that
even geographical features give an interesting study in place names.

Names of Yaluks—Now coming to the names of taluks into
which the district is divided we have another interesting study.
Most of the taluks have been named after their head-quarters
except that of Cheyar which is named after its principal river and
not after its capital town Tiruvathiyur. The name Velur has the
distinguished appellate Raya Velur to distinguish it from other
Velurs in its having been built under the orders of the Raya of
Vijayanagar. Gudiyattam owes its name by its being once a
colonised town, the ancient name being Kudi-yetra—nallur. Tirup-
pathur is a corruption of the word Tirupetrur as found from ins—
criptions in the temple now found in the Fort. The correct name
of the word Chengam is Chengan Ma or Chengai Ma as found in
inscriptions of the temple. They mean the animal which has a
red eye or the elephant which has the red tusk. It could be noted
in this connection thal the skeleton of the elephant which is now
kept in the Madras Museum was brought from the village Chengam
some years ago. As already stated the name Tiruvannamalai
denotes the high sacred hill. It is one of the 5 Bhutha sthalams
of the Saivite world. It is also known as Arunachalam meaning
red hill or hill of flame. Polur derived its name from the hill near-
- by. Wandiwash is the corruption of the word Wanda Vasi.
Wallajahpet is the town established by Nawab Wallajah, another
name of Muhammad Ali of Arcot. The meaning of Arkonam has
already been mentioned before. At the centre of several of these
taluks there is a Jagir known as Arni Jagir. Arani means a place
which is beautified by a river. (Aru Ani). The river which
beautifies this place is known as Kamandala Nadhi and is a tribu-
tary to Cheyar. The above explanations give an interesting account
of the nomenclature of taluks in this district.
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Village names and analysis.—An analysis of the names 9£ vil-
lages is a very interesting study. Such a study gives us an incen—
iive into the origin of the village, short history and the nature of
its environments. Every name of a village is generally divided
into two component parts which we may call for convenience a
suffix and a prefix. The suflixes are generally common nouns
denoting the nature of the place concerned. The prefixes will
generally be proper names either connected with the person who
started or founded the village or the name of a particular object
with which the place is associated. For e.g. in the name ‘Satham-
bakkam’, the prefix ‘Sathan’ is the name ol a person who was
responsible for the foundation of the village and ‘pakkam’ is the
suffix which denotes that it is a village, and in the name ‘Santavasal,’
the prefix ‘Santai’ denotes that it is a market place and the suffix
‘vasal’ denotes that it is an entrance. In this way most of the
place names could be easily analysed. The prefixes will always
denote the origin of the place and the suffixes the nature of the
place,

ANALYSIS OF NAMES IN 4 TALUKS.

ArkonaM TALUK.

£ Y

Suffix. Frequency.
Ur em (village) 39
Pakkam uTéaEk do. 21
Puram Ly do. 7
Paftu tm @ do. 5
Kuppam G do. 4
Padi urg do. 4
Varam QD do. 4
Mangalam LDEIBGVLD do. 4
Puthur ysETT do. 3
Cheri Gl do. 3
Vadi aury- do. 3
Tharai, Vai  ger, aru do. 3
Valam auauid do. 1
Thandalam SO L eVLD do. 1
Pettai Cuilent do. 1
Gunam (GRTLD (hill) 1

Kal, &N (rock) 1
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Vanarm
Veethi
Pulam
Thangal
Palli
Palayam
Mandai
Kal
Kulam

Suffix.

Ur
Kuppam
Pattu
Palli
Puram
Thangal
Samudram
Padi
Eri
Pettai
Mangalam
Kundram
Palayam
Medu
Patti
Pakkam
Karai
Giri
Kudi
Pattadai
Cheruvu
Nagaram
Eswaram
Kal
Kadu
Cheri

Kal

QBT LD

o

L/aub
STES
Liavr el
LIT %D
LLL Y 2
STV
(&7 Lo

(forest)
(street)
(field)
(mound)
(village)
do.
(herd)
(channel)
(tank)

GupivArram TALUK.

eaz
@LJLJLb
(@
Ltaraf!

(37 47
STBEN
FUpF BT
wrg.

afl
Cuiemi-
(DRI AVILD
(&9 pib
urlemiwiin
Gu®
uig

LI &&LD
senir

af

&4
et
ALIGEY
BE&Iip
F&FQIILD
&V

&T®
C&fl

&Te

village
do.
do.
do.
do.
(mound)
ocean
village
tank
(village)
do
(hill)
(village)
(mound)
(village)
do.
(bank)
(hill)
(habitation)
smithery
tank
city
temple
rock
forest
part of a
village
channel

R

Frequency.

30
25
18
16

N IOMNMDNMDNMMNMDNWWWWW b P bbb

LI
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Suffix.

Ur
Pattu
Endal
Padi

- Vadi

Poondi
Kuppam
Pakkam
Patti
Palayam
Gunam
Mangalam
Eri
Thangal
Adi
Puram
Malai, Agaram. Kal
Pettal
Poondi
Karai

"Natham

Samudram
Kuttai
Odai
Kulam
Poochi
Kudi

Pallam
Kanni
Revu

Anai

Ottu
Kurukkai
Manthai ~
Madu

TIRUVANNAMALAI TALUK.

pon T (village)
U@
T S (high gland)
LJITL?" dO.
Ty do.
TG do.
@UILILD do.
LT &SLD do.
ULy do.
T e iuith do.
@ari (hill)
BN do.
afl (lake)
‘5/T1E.156'\3 do.
Tip do.
(6% do.
Cuiiem- do.
éjﬂﬁrq_ do.
sanr (bank)
B SLD do.
FupSBId do.
@L'_em_ do.
966)(, 'dO.
GRYL do.
Y8 do.
& do.
1 in each.
UeTerts Varam
Femrenh Punjai
¢ e Thurai
&G Ootru
Yo Tharai
@@é;a;é) Mugam
LHen g Kal
0@ Valam

59

Frequency.

QLD

Hesans
Fop

oo

Sanl
(Ip&LD
Fo

b

70
52
30
28
11

—t
(=]

DO Lo LT GO Lo Lo e D UTO ] a1 =] -1 00D
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WANDIWASH TALUK.

Suffix. Frequency.
Ur P T 50
Mangalam (RRIBATL 15
Pattu ul® 11
Pakkam LIT G&LD 10
Puram i ' 10
Padi . 8
Kunam o 7
& .
Kuppam @i 5
Pundi Ly 77(0) S
Eri arf 4
Vadi oty 4
Anai Y Der 3
Vedu Qo 3
Agaram F: 3 41 2

1 in each.

Endal Pathi
Todu Senai
Kadu Palayam
Thangal Vai
Valam Pallam
Samudram Talai
Kottai * Karai
Varam . Aru
Patti Kudi
Medu Mandai
Cheri

Inferences drauwn.—From the abovesaid analysis it will be seen
that in Arkonam taluk, the names Ur, Pakkam, Puram, Pattu and
Kuppam—are very prominent; in Gudiyattam, Ur, Kuppam, Pattu,
Palli, Puram, Thangal and Samudrum are very prominent, whereas
in Tiruvennamalai taluk, Ur, Pattu, Endal, Padi, Vadi, Poondi,
Kuppam, Pakkam, Palayam, Kunam ete., are prominent and in
Wandiwash taluk, Ur, Mangalam, Pattu, Pakkam, Puram, Padi;
Kunam, Kuppam, Pundi and Eri are prominent. Many of the
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names like Ur, Pakkam, Puram, Kuppam, Patti etc., denote the
same meaning viz., the village. The peculiar name of Tiruvanna-
malai Taluk is Endal. It means a high ground or mound. This
word has been corrupted into Andal in most of the names. It may
be noted that this word is of common occurrence in Tinnevelly
district. Another word of similar meaning which is also in vogue
is Thangal. Another peculiar word is Kunam which is only a
corruption of the word Kunram. The occurrence of these names
clearly show that there are a number of small ups and downs in
the taluks of Tiruvannamalai and Wandiwash. We have to note
that those villages which are erected on high ground go by the
names of Endal, Thangal and Kunam etc. It is also to be noted
that the names denoting water courses and rivers are less. For
instance the suffixes like Eri, Kal. Samudram, Ootru, Kuttai ete.,
are very few when compared with the other districts. But as we
go to the eastern plains these names are more in number since
there are a good number of water courses.

A few prefires—Now coming to the prefixes it could be
pointed out that proper names are very few in this district. On
the other hand common nouns, like the names of plants, physical
features etc., are very common. The following are a few eg,
Mambakkam, Nellipattu, Nathampalli, Nochimalai ete. The prefix
Sem (red) is very common as in eg. Senpakkam, Sempalli, Sen~
gundram, Sengadu, Sennur, Sevur etc. Tt suggests the nature of
the soil of the land, viz., red.

A few examples suggesting origins.—The names which denote
trade and commerce are somewhat rare in this district. The follow~
ing are some of the examples. Paruthipettu. Arumparutti. Santa~
vasal, Tengaipatiadai, Chekkadi, Pudukadai.

Political incidents are preserved in the names like Kacheri-
mangalam, Padavedu (camp). &e.

Agricultural features are preserved in the names of Melpulam,
Anialai, Aranitottam. Kannalamandai.

Historical —Historical incidents are not preserved in many
names. But the existence of Mussalman names reminds the rule
of the Nawabs which flourished about 1% centuries ago. For in~
stance Anavaradabad, Mashar, Melpashar in Tiruvannamalai taluk,
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Bavaravuthan Pattadai, Lebbaimankuppam and Mordana in Gudi~
yattam taluk. Anvarthikaupetti in Arkonam taluk Alliyabad, Man~
sarabad, Abdullapuram, Allapuraan, Muhammadpuram and Wal-
lajahpet in other (aluks are sonie of the Mussaliman names of this
district. Ranipet is it name siven by the Nawab of Arcot to the
town of that name in riemovy of the Queen of Desingh Rajah who
committed sathi as an instance of heroic act of chastity. Nowlakh
is the name of the garden given by the Nawab wherein he planted
nine lakhs of fruit trees on the bank of the Palar. The remnants
of it still exist. Ambur, Arcot, Wandiwash, Kailasagiri, Vellore,
Chengam, Tiruvannamalai have come down as famous names in
the history of S [nin durng Mysore and Karnatic wars but no
traces of wars are found in those peaceful places, which once were
scenes of furious hatiles.

Language~—Therc are very few Telugu names in this district.
The only suffixes of Telugu origin are Cheruvu (tank) in Damal-
cheruvu and revu (ford) in Bandirevu.

Narmes of pure Tamil iz with a historical back ground are:
Ala Pirandan (title of a Pallava chief) Seeyamangalam (Pallava
origin) Kuvalai (lotus flower) Anaipiranthan (born as a male)
Nallam pillai petian (one who begot a good child) Virudu Vangi-
nan (one got a titic) Trikutti (corroded by lake) Minnal
(lightning) Kuranganilmuitan {Kurangu- -monkey, Anil—Squirrel,
muttam—pig) Pallikonda— (sleeping deity). Poygai (tank) &c.

Religion: —Oun the religious ide also examples are very few.
Huge temples whicl: v found in Tanjore Dt. are rare here. The
only big temple is that of Tiruvannamalai with its huge cathedral

towers. It is one of the 5 famous places baving heen dedicated to

Agni (fire). Tt was ~ung hy Saiva seints and is the birth place of
Arunagirinathar the famous  anthor  of Tiruppugazh. The
other places which were sanctified by the Saivite Saints are
Tiruvalam, Tiruvattiyvur, Tirupanangadu, Magaral, Takkolam,
Tirumalperu and Kuranganilmuttam. Besides the abovesaid tem—
ples the only other important Siva temple is Virinchipuram but it
has not been sanctified hy songs though it has a Puranam by
Ellappa Navalar. Vaishnavite temples are still rarer. The only
temple of note is Sholinghur—mentiohed by name only in Pra—
bhandam as Katigai. It is situated in the North eastern corner of
the District. The other temple of some importance is Pallikondai,
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but it has not been sanctified by songs. Hence we find that religion
has not played a prominent part in this district.

Individual examples—The origin of a few individual places
are given hereunder as they have some peculiar anecdotes behind
Besides Ranipet and Wallajah which are connected with

them. .
Virinchipuram,

Muhammadan culture, the other places are
Sholinghur &c.

Virinjipuram is named atter Virmnj a name of Brahma. The
temple is a huge one, the deity’s name being Marghasahaya, the
protector of wayfarers.

Sholinghur is derived from Shola-singa-puram by Vaishnavites
and Shola-linga-puram by Saivites. 1t is called Kadigal or Ghati-
kachalam in sacred lore, In the hiils ave found the temples of
Yoga Narasimha and Yoga Anjaneya. At the town there is a
Siva temple.

Tiruvalwm is o the nver Poiaad und has an old temnple. It, is
called Tikkalivallam in the inscriptions.

Takkolam being a few very old temples. One of them is on
the bank of a rivulet. A spring flows out of the mouth of a stone
bull. Hence it is known as Ural in Saiva lLiterature.

Tirwmalperu corrupted as T1irumalpur—has an old temple
where Tirumal (Vishnu) is said to have done penance towards
Siva to get the sacred disc.

o

Tiruvotiur now called as Tiruvettipuram is another sacred
place whese St. Sambandar is said to have performed the miracle
of converting a barren palu tiee inio a fruitkearing one.

Tellar is an ancient place where a battle has taken place during
the Pallavas as mentioned in ancient Tamil literature. The King's
name is Tellaru Erinda Nandi Pottaraiyan. (Nandi Kalambakam
and Iraiyanar Agaporul).

Madimangalam understood by some as Mahadevamangalam.
It was really built by a queen known as Rajanarayana Mahadevi
and hence the correct-name is Mahadevimangalam.

Pallava memories.—Another noteworthy feature in this dis-
frict is the existence of a large number of rock cut cave temples,
Most of them have been excavated by the Pallavas,
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Mahendravadi.~—3 miles from Sholinghur railway station
according to the inscription in it, the King Gunapara
dug the cave called Mahendravishnugraha in the city
of Mahendra on the bank of the tank Mahendra.
(b- 153 Vol. IV Ep. Ind.). The origin of the name is
clear. Ii was excavaied by Mahendra Varman in the
Gth centlury.

Siamangalam.—One mile south of Desur, Wandiwash
taluk. It is a corruption of Simhamangalum called
Simha-Vishnu Chadirvethamangalam after the father
of Mahendravarman.

Araemanalai.—West  of Maiayampattu in Gudiyattam
taluk. Connected with Nandivarman Pallavamalla of
Udayendiram plates. Udayendiram is nearby.

Punchupandeva Malai at Kathivadi. 4 miles south-west
of Arcot. The connection with Pandavas is a latter
usage.

Kuranganilmuttam (Cheyar Taluk).—Near the village of
Pallavaram. Belongs to the period of Mahendra.

Mamandur.—Eastern limit of this disirict aid near Con~
jeevaram. Inscriptions of the times of Mahendra.

Narasapalayam near Mamandur. Similar style.
Thirakkol near Desur.—Village occupied by Jains.

Teliur (Wandiwash Taluk).—5 miles of south of Desur,
Rajasimha style.

Tirumalai.—Contains Jain temple. Jain culture was
prominent in this district. Even now Jains are
found at Arni etc., villages.

The Todas—The Aborigines of the N ilgiri Hills'
By

A. L. Sunparam, BA, LT,
Municipal High School, Karur.

Introduction.—The Todas are an excepiionally interesting,
aboriginal, pastoral tribe of South India livi.ng on t}}e slo?es of the
Nilgiri Huls, the ‘tropical Switzerland’. Their ’hfe illustrates very
clearly “how men’s whole destiny has been snapf-d by t}}:a long,
slow relenticss influwnce of the Geogreaphical environment”. ‘The
Ghonds of the Vindhiyas, the Bhils of Rajapuiana, the Agariyars
of the Central Provinces and the Santhols of Chota‘ Nagpu‘r are
some of the other hill {r:lies fuund scatiered on the Lills and in the
forests of India,—Natures’ Museum. Some of these are agricul-
tural, some artisan, but the Todas are strictly and purely pastoral.

Nomenciature—The woeid Toda s the angicised form of
Thothar or Thothuwar (dgrar, Corg o) by which name, this

community is known. Perhaps thothuwar is an altered form of

* the word Yathawar (wrgeur) the well known postrol vommunity

of the Hindu epics, whose hero-chie! wos Lord Krishna?2 'The
sanskrit woid,  (aihy) meaning ‘he miiks’, by dropping
the ‘iz’ cound in the middle, might have become, in Tamil, Thothi,
thotar or thothuwar.

Ethnology.—Rev. Sherring in his ‘Hindu Tribes and Castes’
says, “All persons who have carefully investigated the'question zre
agreed that the Tedas are the earliest known inhabitants of these
hills. They are certain that these Todas have res.ded on these

1. Based on a broadcast talk in Tamil given by the writer on 1-2-1943
at the A.I.R., Trichinopoly.

2. Such altered forms of orizinal names are not uncommon, {or example,
Sinhalese-Ceylonese: Angels-Angles-English; Sindhu-Hindu-Indu; Japan-
Nippon. .

4
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hilis for mauy ages and that all the other tribes now found there .

have ymgrabed Lo‘ these hills subsequenily. ludeed, this tribe claimsg
broprietorship of ine soil over tiet

by Lighi oL prior occupancy;
and. endeavours (o eniotee g ,

wibes. tor g o dihc paymeni 01. ’mbuwj iro'm the other
wrbes well 1ty neighbourhood. Although
Lhe :L(->das may be regarded n one seuse as the aborigines of ihe
‘I\I‘ltlglrlb;, YCU signs of an earlier race are abundaut. Numerous
Ldlrns are scatlered about the suminit of these hills of which ihe
-l()xhldb know ~nmnmg. Caplell gaincs Vlnile.oiy, o piogeer of
coltee plantations on the Nilgiris, ’

: : who in 1847 made a muud -
anunation of some . N

oo of ’ ‘01' t'hf:m‘ (ca'}l‘lls) soys tl’;at the pick-axe of the
des ‘ymg explorer was aircady tiere. 1he ‘Lodas permut these
:Zglb tO be opened up and.ucstruycd wilioul any mierference on

1 part, which they certainly would not do Were they consclous
of any ‘hlstoncai counection with them.” D’x Rivers thinks that
ih(.: tiouas 111‘311t ha\{e migraied trom Malabar, because there still
XlS. among them, in some parts, polyandry. “Such statistics of
bhysical measurement as are available reveal a certain resemblance
between the Todas, the Nayars and the Nambudris of Malabar”,
Pf.arhaps, the 'lodas originally lived in the Tamil Districts. They
might have gone to ang settled on the Nilgris, either driven away
by. the new settlers or unwilling to live and mix with them as
neighbours.  Their language and customs Jend sup;gort to this

view.  But the Todas claum Aryan ancestry. During death cere~

monies, their priest reads from a palm-leaf book certain verses
whose language scems to have some resemblance to Pali—the
spoken form of Sanskrit of the Buddhistic period. From their tall
fine personality and aquiline noses, quite different and distinet
from the Dravidian type of aborigines of India it may be inferred
that ethnologically the Todas are probably of Aryan origin.

{lbode.-—Jl‘he Nilgiri plateau, the wbode of ihe Tudas, 15 the
meeting place of the Western and the Eastern Ghats v,vith an
average altitude of about 6,500 feet above the sea. I’t consists
?argely <?f.01.>en grassy downs dosted with wooded sholas or glades
in the vicinity of which are found the Toda settlements “the site;
chosen are generally picturesque, usually on an open space of gras,
.almost confxple’cely embosomed in it and extending in gentle fo .
covered with richest turf, which the grazing of their cattl Sd P}?S
consequent Manuring maintains in the finest order” Nzaell-ntht .
Settlements flows the Pykara river, held very sacred i>y the Tod(:tsse
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They neither bathe in it nor drink its water; do not even touch it
unless they have to ford it. They then walk through, and on
reaching its opposite bank bow their heads to it as a mark of res-
The mean temperature of this region ranges roughly between

ect. ] i

553.5"14‘ and 59-G ¥ the average rainfall from the S.W. Monsoon is
b;ztween 100” in the ‘Nadu Vattam’ area and 50” in the Ooty area.
Some times in the early mornings, during the cold weather, the

valleys and hollows of the hills are covered with hoar-frost.

In an area of about 80 sq. miles between the Pykara and .
Ootacamund known as ‘Todar Nad'—their reservation,—the Todas
are now found living their natural primitive life. A few of them
have now settled near the Government Botanical gardens in Ooty

and near Coonoor; a few of them are found in the tea and coffee
plantatiors, These have s ag, of course partiatly, to now ways
of living, having come into contact with the progressive peopl&s of
those parts and are not, therefore, typical representatives of the
Todas.

The Todas, living in the interior, are extremely reserved, con—
servative and uncommunicative. Visitors have felt it difficult to
observe their 1ife at close quaviore or fo sather dotaifed «nd complete

information regarding them. But the Todas form ‘an exceptionally
interesting community’ for study from many points of view. Their
® fine dignified and imposing personality, peaceful nature, courage
and physical strength, average common sense and intelligence,
simple primitive life, the many resemblances between their prac-
tices and those of Hindus around them and down below in the
plains, their general unwillingness to take to modern life and
knowledge, and their slow but steady decline in population have
drawn the attention and sympathy of & number of visitors. since
the beginning of the last century. They ave tvpical children of the
soil. Their physique, dwellings, character, manners and customs
give us the impression that they have allowed themselves through
the centuries, to be moulded solely and completely by their physical
and natural environments, far from the medding crowd. far from
the ever~changing stormyv life and thought currents of the outer

world.
Mands.—The toda settlements are called ‘mads’ or ‘mands’—

Gumasr 105 Fsear meaning in Tamil, elevated or central sites. Each
settlement has 3 or 4 low-arched huts resembling hay-cocks in
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shape, built entirely of split bamboos, rattan and thatch—all found
in their immediate neighbourhood. No brick or mortar is used
for the simple reoson that these ave not casily available to them.
These huts are admirubly contrived to keep out rain and cold.
Thay have no windews or other outlet for light, air or smoke,
except fer a very cmal and narrow opening just neer the ground,
for them to creep into or out, on all fours. The huts are kept very
neat and tidy; -entry into them with shoes or boots on, is strictly
forbidden.  One has to wash his feet before he goes into a Toda
hut; strangers are scldom allowed into it,

Dairy Louse~—Of the huts found in a Toda mand the most
important is the dsiry house, othorwise known as the ‘Dairy
Temple.” This hut is built by the Todas themsclves. The dairy
hovse is held very sacred, the approaches to which are kept very
This is in sole charge of the dairy man,
who is also known as {he dairy priest or Palol /w1, Only at
appointed times snd along the specified paths the women folk of
the mard <00, gy A2y hsug s 1o receive buitermilk, others ere
never allowed to approach it. The dairy house has two apartments
separated by a wooden partition. One of them is used for storing
milk, kutter and ghee in Chatties (mud vessels) and for keeping
dairy apraratus and {he other as a residence for the ‘palol’ and his
assistan{—n voruns lad of 8 or 10, The palsl s chosen when quite’
young, and continues to be in charae of the dairy house for a num—~
ber of years. During this period the ‘palol’ leads a strictly cclibate
life like a recluse, having no inforeourse with the outs'de world,
confining him:-1f complete’y to the dairy house and the work con~
nected with it. Mis needs and wants are attended to by his mand.
His duties are s'mply to milk the buffaloes and perform the labours
of the dairy. The calling of the dairy man is, in the opinion of
the Todas, the holicst that a man ean perform. The very expres—
sions, the dairy temple’ and the dairy priest’ suggest that these are
held very important and sacred. Living in a fairly cold region,
not taking flesh or fish, or using any warm clothing like wool or
skin. and havinag no diet wirh in fat that is so essential for keeping
up the warmth of the body, the Todas have to depend entirely on
milk and its products. They have, thercfore, to preserve these
very carefully, neatly and under the best of hygienic conditions.
Hence, it is, that as Hindus, they have cttached a certain amount
of sanctity to the dairy house and to the man in charge of it.

clean and uncontaminated.

buffaloes, leveo-horned,
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Duwelling huts.—The other huts in t'he mand are used a; dwel‘:—
ing houses. They too resemble the dairy hous.e in wa@t ,h neat-
ness and general cleanliness. These house.s unlike the d.au*y o}1:ses
are built by the Kotas, who form the artlsan'commumty of t ’eie
h'lls. Inside, there is a raised platforrx} or p'1a1.2 or 3 feet hlgd,
the sleeping place of the inmates; opposnf to it, 11s a ﬁre‘ place an
another small platform on which utensils, black chathf, bamboo
measures, a few brass plates or dishes are kept. One o.f“d?eseT};lu"gs
is set apart for sheltering the young calves. at .m;:ht. - eir
cami~domosticated, bison-like animals,

spend the night in a pen close by.

The Todas do not live in villages as we do. They have no
regular streets. Tike the ‘farm houses' in the centre of the dx:y
lands in Tamil Districts, or “illams”/ @»ah) of Malabar are their
mands situated in the middle of their grazing ground. There are,
at present, about 150 mands; and these hove been for revenue
purposes grouped under 12 villages by the British Government,

Dress and appearance—The Tcdas never use wool or skin as
they consider it sacrileg'ous. Foth men and women wrap ’fheir
bodies with a long, thick, white, cotton blanket, sometimes
decorated with embroidery worked by Toda women. This blanket

“is called ‘putkuli’ G ir & 56 & 7 »f meaning inTamil a cloth thrown

round the body to cover it. The Todas apply rancid butter to their
dress so that it hecomeos almost water-proof and emits a peculiar
‘butter smell’ recognisable even after a long time. Some Toda
men put on a turban in the fashion of the Badagas. As 2 sign of
respect to elders and sureriors thoy take off the turban and allow
their right arm to remain bare. The women, in the Indian fashion,
have the hair parted in the middle, and so arrange it, with butter-
ing and twisting, that it hangs in loose curls on cither side of the
forehead right down to the shou!ders. The Toda women use silver
ornsments, besides cowries and shells, either as necklaces or waist
bands. They are ‘tattoced’ when they reach puberty, and branded
on the anklet and thumb at ahout the fif*h month of pregnancy.
At the age of 12-the age wh-n the Tod: boy begins to mi'k the
buffaloes-he is branded on the right shoulder under the helief that
it would enable him to milk the buffaloes with ease and without
fatigue. The principal thing that distinguishes the Toda from the
other hill tribes is his hairiness which is attributed by the Todas -
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to their taking a good deal of milk and butter. Tt may be however

3 . . ' . .
nature’s adjustmeny i help them Loep their bodies warm. Men
grow flowing bheaids nd Consiccver eud the hair, save on

funeral ¢ casions. “Tattocing” is not prevalent among men, nor
wearing of ornainca;, They ave some what copper-coloured in
complexion, theiy « e et fairer hoan men and gencraily very
handsome. “Many Todas have a Jewish expression of countenance,
but in carriage and dignity they are more like the Romans,” says
Sherring. The typical Toda iy tall, stalwart and well-built, capable
of walking long distances without any tiresomeness and also very
clever in managing the wild herds of buffaloes. It is said that the
very picreing inol 0 v, sl e mway any wild animal
that may, perchance, stray into his domein.

Food.~The Todos ape strictly vegetarian in diet; never touch
flesh, fish or e The, seoraiully deny the use of aphrodisiacs.
Their traditional and maein fond consists of milk, nover heated,
butter and ghee; and this is supplemented by Korali-a grain con-~
taining much far. arocdne onlyv in thane popts rice, thinai, samai,
honey, country jaggery, {ruits and vegetables available in the
neighbourhood. The routine Toda dietary consists of rice boiled in
water or milk, or rice and jaggery hoiled in milk similar to the
‘pongal’ of the Tamil Distvicts, and 2'so broth or curry of vegetables.

They occesinnalle tnla 0,
strength. They are strict tectotallers

ER

Langunage ~—The Todng speak o kind of Tamil dialect and easily
understand the Tamil spoken in South India. The Rev. Dr.
Caldwell in the appendix to his work on the Dravidian Languages
has shown that the language of the Todas is essentially Dravidian
and is more nearly allied to Tamil than to any other dialect. Some
of the Todas kv o smati~eing of Malayalam also, The Todas
have had no special alnhahots: have ne hooks of their own. Efforts
were taken towards the cdiention of the Todas. Migg Ling in-
vented a special alphabet for them consisting of dots and dashes;
books werea printed, one v two special schools were established.
But the Todas did rot chow any enthusiasm for education and the
special schools had o he closed down.  Col. Marshell in his amus-
ing volume “A Phrenologist among the Todas” has some interesting
remarks to make. Says he, “Tha Toda talking voice ig peculiar,
particularly that of women. Whilst on the part of men, it is strik~

pont it Beiled G it by ciue {hem
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spoken almost ‘Sotto Voce', the 1womte;ils
i i together
ice. on the contrary, is rather high a}ppgan’ng to come zut g her
from hn esion at the back of the car. m' ooiih sexes, bus 1; -
fr(;xr} lt . ;hgthe female, the sound of the vmcfe is sox_ne wha tl s
c;lmr 3;l‘/::eﬁned though fatiguing to hear owing to its monoto
C an 3

ingly grave and sedale,

tone’.

Religion—“In the remote pasi, more ‘cha{m in ‘thedp}z;ie:e;f;d?aox;
was iz the grip of his envirogrncni vafh ?Iien'xrm;z L e
life, his outlook and even‘hxﬁ yeligion g "<, ‘0) e
observe many of the primitive gusw.ul; u.nd pm;tu\:lcsrgme S it and
b e e ey e to rogard it a5 ane of some
lle:h:t f;ﬁgﬂ?:t}:ﬂiﬁi) in as uch as buffaloes and abundance
of milk are to be the portion of the faithful.

They alse worship natural objecis lik? »the Sun, }’iheHMZirSi,
the River, as the Celts in aucivat m;bxd did, and as t eth emma;
even today, continue to do. On rising in the mtl)rmng e men
salute the Sun and in the evanir}ig_,f they s’\\luf;.ci 1‘[5:6; a;r;}gl)l :;S soon 25
it is lit. They have seven smail sacred huilaings L e
;tbcl)ilel 1tof theig principal priests, who arc ~Iregarded as tvergarr:ois_f
personages.” In addition every mang ha;‘1 1:15182271}11 i-ﬁrl;siges andg -

= swamy is held in great veneration by “a P,
shipped on the Rangaswamy peal, “the only emb’lems of deity
':’: izhll;if):: a rflew rude stones'and iron tri‘dents fixed 1’51 t'};'i g:;n;r;d
and surrounded by a low circular wall of loose stones. et (; ﬁi
worship the sacred Buffajoe-Bell, a bell general‘ly o‘ff g};lr.eaa g -
‘quity, which they imagine to be the representat.lve (;i : v
(Hari Deva) or Chief God. They leave all their f‘ehgwﬁ :
to be performed by their priests. Says Mr. Me?s, , 1ft e othz 2,?,1;:
of adoration, [ have ever seen them performe.d is tx}r:g . 5
. hand to the furhead and covering the nos:e with the t urlxi, , W eﬁ
entering the sacred dairy and the words may” all be Wed are a
that I have ever heard them utter in prflyer . N0w~a— ays, we
see the Todas visiting the Temples at Nanjengode in Mysore Sjcate,
and Karamadai in the Coimbatore District and other‘shrmes,
where they present votive offerings, pray ~for off-spring ete.,
Religious practices of the neighbours in the plm are f'dso o]':)served
by some of them. “Occasionally they mark their children’s fore-
heads with Siva spot, shave their heads, grow beards and offer that
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to God”. They take active part along with other people in the
Pokkipuram Meriamman festival coming off annually.  Attempts
at conversion have not been very successful.

Occupations.—The Todas ure a purely and sirictly pastoral
people with a very strong aversion for eny other calling like hunt-
Ing or agriculture. There are many reasons for this. The climate,
the relief, the nature of the soil have all exercised their influence
very strongly on them. Their region is very rich in luxuriant
growth of grass affording good grazing ground for their bullaloes,
on whose milk and its products, butter and ghee, they even today,
largely depead e thor very exislence.  Again, their wants and
needs are very limiied and thoge are sty sepp'ed 19 tham by
the ever bountiful nature in their immediate neighbourhood, with
the result that the Tedas have continuad to remain a self-sufficing
communily, throtugh all thes: centurios, confining themeelves solely
to pastoral work, secure and uninterfered by other pcople, in their
secluded hilly retreats, in splendid isolation. Pestoral work is
rather easy compared to other callings which zre laborious and at
times very taxing too. It is but human nature to avoid difficult
work and enjoy ease as much as possible. This is true of all the
pastoral communities, and more so in the case of the Todas.
More important than all the above reasons, is the absense of the
problem of incrcasing pepulation,  There has been a slow but
steady decrease in their populut'on, 4o rauch so the Todas have
never felt the ‘urge’—to expand the drecs of grazing and sock new
pastures, or take to new mecans of earning bread, which might
bring about a ‘sca change’ in their cutlook and ways of living.

The Todas’ dislike for any other kind of work and iheir atti-
tude that it is beneath their dignity to engage theassclves ‘n other
callings lerve an impression that they o a set of lazy and indo-
lent people. Pastoral ccmmunitics in olher parts of the world
engage themselves in one or two subsidiary callngs and
also in manual labour to provide for their own personal needs.
But these Todas engage others for this purpose. The
Badagas are their agriculturists, who give them ennually at the
harvest time a fixed amount of food-grains regularly as a ‘mamool’,
and the Kotas are their artisans.  DPerhaps, this is because the
Todas consider themselves the lords of the soil, and others as their
serfs, or because of the deep-rooted Indian tradition of strict divi-
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sion of labour, based on economic and social principles, each com-
munity rigidly confining itself to the particular, traditionally allot-
ted, calling only. Some how, the Todas have not felt the need
for increasing their comforts or luxuries, which, in the case of
many a community, has proved a very effective incentive for ex—

pansion and progress.

The Todas do not keep cows and goats because the climate and
soil of the region are, perhaps, not quite suitable and also, cer-
tainly because they yield less milk and milk containing less fat
than the buffaloes. They limit the number of buffaloes to the
requirements of each mand. Their buffaloes know their masters
very well and respond to their call very quickly and faithfully.
The bugle or the horn of the pastoral lands of the other parts of
the world is seldom heard in the Toda land.

The Todas, though a pastoral people, have not taken to dairy
farming or cattle breeding on modern commercial lines like the
advanced pastoral communities in the Alpine pastures of Switzer—
Jand. The Todas confine their dairy work to their domestic re-
quirements only. No attempts have so far been made towards
commercial production and it is problematic whether any attempt
if made, would be successtul.

Comparison with other pastoral communities—While some
other pastoral communities have succeeded in freeing themselves
from the grip of nature and environment by moulding their life to
suit the ever changing modern conditions, the Todas have simply
submitted themselves to be shaped by the long slow relentless in-

. fluence of geographical environment. Speaking about the self-

sufficing communities, living on the edge of the Scottish moorland,
Newbigin, in her ‘Mzn and Conquest of Nature’ says, “a hundred

_years ago the locality supplied the greater part ¢f their necessities

and the mode of iife was determined by local conditions whereas
now modifications have been going on so rapidly that such com-~
mun’ties are greatly altered “so as to become unrecognisable” and
are no longer self sufficing as they were formerly, because a rail-
way is now close at hend and free communication by means of it
with the whole world beyond has been opened up. The local condi~
tions have now less influence”,

Similar forces are now at work on the Todas but with what
results, remains to be secen. Take again, the Annjviards living in

)
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the Val d’ Annivers of the Alpine region in Switzerland, These
still live almost unaltered in their native valley, “They do not
emigrate and narrow as is their v
natural increase of population.

There are many reasons, some

alley, it can accommodate the

: geographical, some largely econo-
mic; but we may at least notice that the Anniviard group was
always more stable because more favoured by nature”, This is
also true of the Todas.:

“As a general rule, pastoral life means nomadism—permanent
wandering, for the flocks soon exhaust a particular region”, But
the Todas, like their Swisy bretheren in the Alpine
only a limited and per-odice] nowadism-rotational oy
fully adjusted that the o
can be relied upon to pr

region, have
azing-so care—
pasturages do not lose their fertility, but
: oduce abundant cops of herbage with each
Successive season. “The adjusiment is so accurate and complete
that the inhabitant demands practicelly nothing from the outside

world.  He has no use for money, for ail that he needs, he relies
upon the recurring abundance of nature”,

General character of the Todas.—The Todas have remained,
all these centuries, a static, essentially conservative and unpro-
gressive community. Lack of large-scale organised action on the
part of the Government of the day, the Hindu fatalism rooted in
them, their easy-going pastoral life, freedom and immunity from
war and attack in their mountain retreats, their too individuslistie
and independent nature preventing them from combining together
‘for joint action for sooin! and comwmuaal purposes, are some of the
reasons why they have remained almost static. Again “progres-
stve civilisation demands that the people raise a variety of food
crops and raw materials and accumuiate a surplus on which to live
‘while making new discoveries and taking new steps in advance.
It also deraands gthat the people should be able easily to iravel
about, so-as to get ideas and materials from other places and other
peoples, to give others whai they have accumulated. Energy is
es‘sential for progress and strong seasonal contrastg necessary to
S’cm&ulate activity and infuse energy”.  There is nothing in the
enV1.ronment of the Toda to stimulste activity and infuse energy.
He.1s strangely indifferent to what his fellow beings below in the
plains are doing; with his conservatism is coupled a suspicion
towards strangers, extreme sensitiveness, strong religious feeling
and an intense love for home and family.

What is the cause of this dilference? -

\
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“The general type of Toda character is most unva?ying, singu-~
larly affable, frank and self possessed, cheerful yet stalc?, I:espc‘ect.ful
but watchﬂ;l and shy. The Todas are intelligent within limits,

" Although they take a contracted view of things, yet they work and

act within the circumscribed limits of their mental vision with
great steadiness and sane sense”. They‘ are a peaceable alnd un-—
warlike people. They wander on the hllls‘ in perfect fear essnes;
and in ai)solute contempt of danger. “The;r moral {:earlessne‘ss o
character,” says Col. Rors King, “with its accompanyipg co.nsc1_ou;—
ness of power is felt and acknowledged by all ?:he other trﬂ):ls1 who
voluntarily bow. to an influence they can neither cope with nor

emulate”,

Family life—The Todas live in family groups each <')ccu'pying
a separate mand. The eldest male member of the fanyly is tl'}e
head; his word is law with the other members of the family. Their
buffaloes are not only their chief wealth, but also a source c.>f
health and happiness to them. The Todas do not divide their
property, the eldest living son inheriting the property of the dead
father. Immediately after moarrirge, the male member sets uP a
separate family with his wife, with the help of the mf:\rriage gifts,
usually congisting of buffaloes, da‘ry house and dwelling h}l’fs and
other useful things, given zccording to the status and posm'on of
the parties. The Toda women are loved. honoured and chenshec:l;
generally they confine themselves to their mands and d?mestlc
work. On special occasions they take part in dances with the
mele members. The daily life of a Toda woman has been summed
up as “lounging, buttering and curling her hair and cooking"’.. That
the Toda women are lacking in sexual morality is the opinion of
some; “but it is a question whether it is not too much based on
the behaviour of the inhabitants of one or two villages. Tt is pro-
bable that the Targer part of the Todas remain more uncontaminated

"than is generally supposed,” says Dr. Rivers. There is also a differ-

ence of opinion as to the incidence and extent of polyandry and
female infanticide among them. The Todas do not seem to have
a tribal or village chief or any Council of Elders like the ‘Caste
Panchayets’ of the Tamil Districts.

Customs and manners—Some of the customs and manners of
the Todas are rather peculiar.
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Five . .

; 1:e is obtained hy the Todas in these advanced days for
omes 1 a ithi

domestic purposes from matches. But vithin the precincts of the
dairy temple’ and specinl i j ‘ ! death
h ole On specini occasions like murriage and death
e use of matcho: ju iyt : ) ons five
use of matches iy afyic 1y forbidden. On such oceasions five

is kindled by rubbing very vi
; v violently two gre i j
from particular lrees, g . reen sticks, just plucked

Time is determined in the ‘Todar Nad’ hy the opening of

3y (.d b il..” (‘l} S as ‘e I i
- Aledy S aruman: [ ¢ 1\1
u .t « ( r}’[, M L1 e J Wthh Op s

. Marriags ko place usually on New Mcon days only. The
bride proceeds dccomponied 1w her father and rclat,i‘ons to a shola
Whera—:,- she sits near a particular tree. The prospective hushand
gocs In scarch of a particular shrub, from the twig of which he
makes a bow, the arrow being represented by a blade of grass.
IYIeanwhiIe, a triangular niche has Heen eut in the tree, and a
lighted lamp is placed in it. The bride seats herself in front of
the lamp. The bow and the arrow atn handed over to her by the
man.  She receives them, raises them to her forehead and salutes
them, then she places them at the foot of the tree. From that
moment they become husband and wife legally, The m:m also
Place.s on the ground neay the {ree rice, couil’Cry jaggevy, salt, all
tied in a piece of cloih. Al those present then lcave for their:
mands, except the newly married couple who stay on there till
sun set and then they go to their newly provided huts.

. Death among the Todas is announced by Kota from hill-tops
with a peculiar sound, on hearing which all the Todas assemble at
the cremation ground. Soon after the ‘death of a person, the
body is burnt. The ceremnies connected with this are v'ef;rred
to as ‘green or fresh funeral. On the 16th day, or after a;l inter-
val which may vary greatly in length, a second ceremony known
as ‘dry funeral’ connected with certain relics of the deceased is
performed. These funeral ceremonies are onen to all and visitors
are often invited to atteng them. All the personal belongings .of
the .deceased are also burnt along with him nder the supe:sti\‘;iove
belief that they would be of use to him in his life after d;eath m
the other world. During both the ceremonies there would be ,th'1
usual procession with men in front, Kota band in the micidle ai-l(vi

the women bringing up the rear. The priests officiate on' these
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oceasions, read from palm-leaf books certain verses, perhaps about
the glories of I1eaven and life there. All the Todas assemble thert
after bathing, and remain standing all dripping in their wet clothes,
in pin-drop silence till the reading is over. It appears they alsc
“perform’ a ‘homam’ i.c,, offering of ghee and rice to the sacred t.ire
kindled for that purpose. A buffalo is caught on each occasion
from among the herd, eiter a very exiciting and dangerous c.has»:,
dragged to the ‘deathstone’ by means of its horns to the strain .of
Kots drum and music and promptly despatched by a blow on its
poll: The dead animal is decorated and worshipped by all assem-
bled. The death ceremonies and the chase and capture of th.e
buffcioes are very exciting and impressive. The youth who is
able to capture the buffalo single-handed is generally considered
to be a fit kridegroom.

The Toda way of showing respect to their elders is rather
amusing. When the elder comes, the younger kneels before him
and the former touches the forehead of the lafter, first with his
left foot and then with his right foot. If however the difference in
age between the two is less than three years, the younger touches -
the feet of the other with both hands and then places them on his

own forehead.

The Toldas are divided into two classes—Deivalol’ consisting
"of the priest class held in great reverence, and ‘Tartharol’ con-
sisting of the common people. It appears that there are many
subdivisions among these two classes. Between the two major
divisions there are no intermarriages.

Sports and games of the Toda boys and girls are generally
those representing the daily life of the Toda buffalo chase and cap-
ture, marriage and. death ceremonies and mimic represeniations
of objects of practical life. At particular seasons they play tip-
cat, similar to Kittipulli (8. ¢ (seref) of the Tamil Districts—a
play, “which”, in the words of Thurston, “is epidemic at certain
seasons in the London bye-streets” and elso in the Indian towns
and villages, thus linking the aboriginal Todas with the highly
civilised Londoners.

Dancing is very important among the Todas. There are

dances during marriage and death ceremonies. Women also take
part in these dances on special occasions. The Toda songs are
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generally ahout their daily routine of life, about natural chjects
like the Sun, the Moon, the Rain. the Five ete

Population.—The posu'aiion of the Todas is rapidly decreas-
ing. Tn 1901 it was 807 (s-day it is ahout 600, Various reasons’
are given for this decrcase in population.  Some are of opinion
that it is due to the prevalence among them of polyandry, female
infanticide and loose sexual relations. Azain, restrictions placed
on their grazing grounds, encroachment by the other hill tribes
into their region and the fear that increase in population would
drive them to give up their easy-going life and independence, might
have induced them to pooctise some natine] means of birth-control.
There are other communities in India even to-day, which try to
check and restrict the number of children with a view to prevent
their property getting divided into a number of small uneconomie
holdings, leading to a lowering of i standard of life, This is
not strange in the light of the fact that people holding advanced
views in other countries resort to artificial means of birth-control
for similar reasons.

Conclusion.—~When we think of the Todas we are reminded of
a dying race. Many species of the vegetable and animal King.
doms have disappeared: many have survived adjusting° themselves N
to new conditions. Whether the Todas will be able to adapt and
adjust themselves to changing conditions, 1aoking advantage of the

modern amenities of life with a strong urge and will to live, remains
to be seen,
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The Coconut—Its Cultivation on the
Malabar Coast

By

P, KocuunNY PANIKER, M.A. Dre. IN (GEOGRAPHY,
Asst. Professor, Presidency College, Madras.

(Adapted irom a thesis submiticd for ihe Diploma in Geography).

Origin.—It is said that the Coconut, \.vhich is_ the wo.rldjs most
important food tree fruit and which is .conSLdered mdxspen}sl-
able by millions of men in the tropics, was an autocfﬁ—
thon of the islands in the Indian and Western Pacific
Oceans, although some arguc in favour ol t‘he‘ Ne.w World
as its original hapitat. lts cultivation in India is traced
to Malayasian immigration, Ceylonese influence gtc. As .for the
period it was introduced in india, lookmg tf) the e‘\?dence dxsplfayed
by “Silappatikaram”, “Raghuvamsa” etc., it w.oulq n.ot k?e efmrel‘y :
incorrect to, presume that it must have been in cultivation in this

. country even before the Christian era.

Life History.~Coconut planis are reared fTOil"l n‘leditll.m sxzefd
ripe nuts. Six weeks atier ge::mination‘they strike root and' in
about a year attain a growth sufﬁcxent_ for‘transplantatlon.
Thereaites it deveiops steadily into a tall cydnd}'xcal stem, some-
times reaching 80 teet in height. The trece begms% to pez}r by a
process of cross fertilization in about 12 years. The fruits take
about a year to mature and the trees yield continuously for nearly
50 years.

Geographic Factors—The geographic factors affecting the
cultivation of the coconut are various and important, Like other
palms it is essentially o tropical plant and is found particularly
luxuriant in the tropical coasts of the Eastern Hemisphere, The
share of the tropical lands of the Indian and Pacific Oceans alone
is 86-34% of the whole world cultivation, India’s share being about
19-1% of the world total. In 1930 India was the premier coconut
producing country in the world. It is unfortunate that none of the
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The main climatic factors delimiting ccconut cultivation are
isothermal and isohyetal. The requirement of constant warmth
rules out hon-tropical lands. Gthey things being equal, the mois—
ture requirement of 7¢~ annual rainfall with a fair distribution
throughout the year further delimits the coconut area within the
tropics themselves, Rezions far removed from the sea and devoid
of topographical features conducive to adequate supply of water—
surface or sub-zoil—are ill-adapted for coconut cultivation on a
commercial basis. The tropical low!lands subject to heavy partici.
pation and high temperature are best adopted to coconut culture.
They are generally neaver the const than lar iujand.

Suitabi’ity of the Malabar Cozst—Tha 1
South West of India is eminently
Its topographical featurcs, the i
torrents gushing out through tortuous ravines from the spurs of the
Western Ghats, the long stretches of lagoons connected by streams
and canals, (he whundant vainfull fairly resular as to time and
quarntity, all these rendes fi an alme idont s
tion of coconut although the coast ig less fa
winter rainfall than the Phili
in coconut cultyre.

alebar Coast on the
suitable to coconut culture,
anumerable short streams and

sion for wide cultiva-
vourably situated for
ppines, Malaya and Ceylon, her rivals

Important as the climatic factors are, they are not the only
ones governing coconut culture .Soil is anoiher conuitioning
factor and the physical composition of the soil is more important
than the chemical. Although marshes are rich and the sea~shore
s0il poor in chemical food, the coconut palm grows well in the latter
and not in the former at all, which is due to the fact thet the soil
of the sea-shore is open unlike the marsh. The great height of tree
and the consequent exposure to powerful winds render a wide and
deep development of the root system necessary. Then again, the
roots of the coconut tree do not grow into water.

The deep alluyial plains provide the best soil for the coconut
palm and hence rich hervests are possible in the banks of back-~

Waters and rivers. The inland region however, is not by itself
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i supply
" in densely populated arcas in the tropics where an adequate supp':

£ ch manual labour is available and home.: consum}:):cion
. cefiap Other factors conditioning the maximum ut}hz.a—
’?is;t;lr of. the products of the coconut palm are.:l. t.he fprox;nﬁl;cy
of the morket, cheap meens of transpox.'t and faci xtlei ozi;f rrs thﬁ
the husk. Proximity to back-waters, rivers an.d cana ; o zil the
most favourable conditions for I;Itt;ng. Theasihr::it:;, ’cit se ieeming
i tures of the Malabar co
:)I(l);ulp;};if:a’:hef::f;e render the region well-suited to coconut

culture.

In 1930 India (coconut acreage.-%?387,773 acres) c&tr;b:}t:':
about 19% of the world’s total productmn.of. coconu}’i.I d.or > than
97% of the Indian production of coconut is in Sout e.n —1;1347 .
is noteworthy that the Malabar coast (coconuIt ZFreag I:eag; m;dm.
acres) alone accounts for about 71-4% of the Indian ac e
this crop. Taking the Madras Presidency alone (coclor.lu oo
—584,613 acres) Malabar and S. Kanara together c T}?é A
of the acreage and along with Cochin and Travancore v ¢

6
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Travancore Stoie 2o0nay
S0 .. 2090000 -q

Cochin State .. 472 624 gg; ig“
Malabar Dist, 1514742 58-9 24
S. Kanara Dist, .. 761.641 76-4 6-2 -
Total . 4 968,759 86 211
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The table dicelnne that v hmvcae 3n Tenrraneass 2o anana spdey
g R ; TINRY

rice and coconut cultivation are pract~"lv +he same, rice forms
the predominant ecultivation in the theoe other admini 't tive
Units, Thue Travone,e- 30 £ et 1y arened erlioation
amongst the areas of the Malabar Coast, claiming as she does more
than half of the total extent of the coconut acreage (55-17%4). The
geographical explanation of this premier position «f Teavonenre js
that she has a greater extont nf lowlands and a egyeater lensth of
coast line (168 miles) thon anv of 1he oiher par‘[s‘ 'of'the coa;t and
she has a better distrihution of vainfall than the rest of tl;e c;)untry.

Density of Coconut Cu'tivztion.—A map of distribution of
?ocoanut cultire wlll marl: ot the lowland region as the area of
1nfcense cultivation of coconut. The foothill region has as in
I\I/T;machil and Pathanamthitia in Trovancors, large acreas::o; undler
';e:s Izilm but the total extent of ecconut cultivation here is much
g e?n Ofl'th.e lowlands, largely beeause of the poverty of facili-
Pl 22n1;61t1118, for cheap transport and hecause of the distance

res ete. The highland region, in spite of its heavy rain-

_ Kottayam . 303,032 112,747 266
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fall as at Malayattur, Peermade and Wynad, does not appear in
the map of coconut culture as the topography and the soil are
unsuited to this crop. The ratios of coconut culture to cultivated
areas are strikingly different in some of the neighbouring taluks.
The following tabie shows ihe density of coconut cultivation in
certain taluks of the Malabar coast selected for purposes of

comparison: — .
] ~
o 3B  a © 28 B a
8 3 g S 5. 8 g <
Taluk. o g 4 £ o Pz B 8 § -8
§ e 2o f o s g § o
! Hdo¢ S5 g Sl O id
<& JHE LeE€ L5 a%Y %S
'6)) {2) (3 4 ) (6) (7)

Travancore State.

Agastiswaram .. 68429  54.273 79-31 11,117 16-24 2048

Nedumangad 234 254 92,526 29-49 7,693 3-28 8-31
5 63-11 49,855 52-67 83-77

Quilon . 04,542 50,343

Kottarakara .. 129,289 96,054 74-31 26,427 20-43 27-50

Mavelikara 71,315 66,759 93-61 19,076 26-73 28-56

Thiruvelia o 140,896 117668 83-51 43,150 30-26 36-87

Pathonaniihitta .. 574,853 97,885 11 01 %0,62)8 4?,- iQ 24; ]1,1
3 apall 56,934 473 22 8477 27,724 1-65 ‘13

o iapally. 40,135 84-46 16,249 34-21 4051

Karthikapally .. 47,514
Ambalapula . .. 94,374 69,299
Shertala 74970 57,223 76-32
168,819 106,983 63-37

73-43 23,742 2515 34-26
34,941 46-60 61-06
23,349 13-83 21-82

' Ch ache
P i . 136,986 100,237 73-17 27,153 19-84 2711

Kottayam

Vaikom e 92,218 71,379 T7i-4 22,832 24-75 31-58
Minachil e 151,400 142.220) 78-40 57,021 31-52 40-22
Thodupula Ve 311,680 65,552 21-04 9,956 3-02 15.22
Moovatupula .. 279,999 118,566 42-34 9,823 3-54 8-28
Kunnathnad .. 231,458 72,209 31-19 819 0-35 113

Cochin State.

Cochin—
Kanayanur , 101,452 75,284 74-20 25,400 25-03 33-73
Cranganur 11,200 9,451 $4-38 6,437 57-91 6863

Malabar Dist.
Ponnani . 272093 223957 83-D4 64533 23-73  28:58
Calicut .. 242 477 111,231 45-91 44,442 16-67 36-32
Kurumbranad .. 323.456 161,718 56-27 103,348 31-59 53-9
39,917 12-95  35-40

S, Kanara Dist,
Udipi .. 208480 84 867 37-14 9,037 3.95  10-64
Coondapur .. 397440 73,934 1806 6,095 1:53 8-25
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A cartogram prepared on the above basis will tell interesting
tales. Ambalapula Taluls n Coiion oovanzove 15 a predominant-
ly agricultural area. Next to rice, the important crop there is the
coconut (density 34-26% of the cullivated arca). ‘Yo its north is
Shertala Taluk where coconui is the principal crop, the density
being over 60%. 'i'o the east are Kotiayam and Changanachery in
each of which rice is the foremost crop and coconut’ is secondary.
To the south-cast is Thiruvelia where coconut (densivy 36-67%) is
predominant and rice is secondary. South of Haripad is the iong.
stretch of Taluks extending dewn to Trivandium along the coast,
in each of which coconut is e principui crop, Quilva having the
highest density of 83-77%.

The geographicul explanation {or the dispavity in the densily of
coconut culture in Ambalapula and in ihe ncighbouring Taiuks is
that both Kuttanad and Onattukara have been reclaimed from
shallow lagoons. The iands on the casierni pauk ol ihe chain of
lagoons are drained by the larger rivers arising from the forested
hills of the east than those in Onattukara (Karthikapally—Quilon).
The soils of Kuttanad, Kottayam, Vaikomn and Changanachery are
* largely alluvial, the aliuviui being the recent deposits of silt rich
in organic matier brougin wy ihe Wimaciii, Mauroaia and the
Pampa rivers originating from the forested scarps ol ihe sahya-dri.
The forest leam that ihese rivers carr y and deposit on their kanks
is rather siid in iexture and dark-brown in colour. It is a soil
well-suited o the cultivation of rice. On the other hand.
Onattukara has no large river still depositing silt heavily laden
with organic debris. The deposits are older than in Kuttanad.
The soil is pale in colour, clayey and is capable of lifting up sub-
soil water by capillary action and it is better suited to plants with
deep roots like ccconut than to cereals. The greater density of
coconuf culture in Shertala than in neighbouring Ambalapula is due
to the predominance of white sand in its soil. The sandy strip
along the Malabar coast is broadest in Shertala. The prevailing
winds are generally south-westerly and westerly. They cause
large deposits.of sand to clothe the surface. Being on the western
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side of the Vembanad Lake, Shertala has no river .nor stream
to mix its sands with clay. The soils nearer the sea are generally
more saline than farther inland and hence better suited to coconut
than to rice. The poverty of arenaceous soil is compensated by
the under-current of water rich in salts in solution.. This accoun.ts
for the higher density of coconut culture in Shertala than in

Ambalapula.

The density of coconut cuiture in Ambalapuld and Vaikom is
greater than in the ad jaceut wluiss of Kottayam and Changanchery
because of the greater extent of coastal or backwater shore and of
the greater facilities for reiting that the former taluk‘s erpoy.
Further, parts of Koitayam and Changanachery have e.;evatlons
unfavourable to coconut cuiture. There are .a]so plantation crops
in Changanachery and Kottayam, competing with the other crops

unlike in Ambalapuja and Vaikom.

Everywhere in the lowiand the narrow coastal fringe is more
sandy than the tract io the east of the backwaters and canals.
Hence the predominance oi coconut in Cochm~Kanayanur, Cra11g§—
in ihe Fonnani ialui cuconut dominates the cpast while
the pl"emiex"crop iu ibe interior is rice. Forest loam deposited' by
the Ponnani river renders the interior parts of the Taluk well sm’fed
to the cuitivation of rice. In Kurumbranad we have anoth.er strik-
ing instance of high density in coconui culture while its nelghF)oux:s
in the north and souib have lower devsities. Its high density is
due partly to its coastal location and partly to the low hillocks of
laterite where among wet crops perennials fare better than cereals.

nore ele.

2

Even the coastal taluks of S. Kanara have lower densities than
some of the taluks of S. Travancore. This is partly because of
the smaller area of lowland available and partly because of the
longer period of the dry season. Agastiswaraxr} in S. Travancore
has a much larger area under coconut than Coondapur in S. Kanara
and the density of coconut culture in Agastiswaram is very much
higher than in Coondspur. One explanation of this is that in
Agastiswaram the distribution of rainfall is much better than in
Coondapur.
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Coming to the density of coconul culture in the interior parts,
Minachil in Travencore, aithough no part of it is in the lowland
zone, has, contrary to the gerersi rule, a high density of coconut
culture. This is explained with reference to its topography and
its soil. 'The land is ncither flat nor is the soil clayey enough for

retaining surface moisture, but there is abundance of sub-soil water |

within easy reach of the deep-roots. In adjacent Vaikom, Kotiayam
and Changanachery which are washed by the waters of the Vem~
banad Lake, coconut culture is less dense than in Minachil because
the western parts of these taluks are in the lowland zone where
the rich alluvial soil is equally suited to rice culture as to coconut.
Thodupula to the north of Minachil has a still lower density of
coconut cultivation partly because the major part of the taluk is
in the highland zone unfit for coconut culture and partly because
the lower perts in the vallcys are equally suited to rice as well
as to coconut. The attraction for cocomt culture may be regarded
as even poorer than for rice because of the poverty of facilities for
retting. Fullest utilization of the coconut is not therefore easy
in Thodupula. To the north-west of Minachil is Moovatupula
where the importance of coconut cultivation is only about a fifth

of that of Minachil. This disparity is due to the fact that the valleys®

of Kothamangalam, Kaliyar and Moovalupula are well-fitted for
rice cultivation.

Crop Associations.—While coconut is grown everywhere on the
Malabar Coast, where topography and soil permit it, there are other
crops grown in close association with it. In several places coconut,
arecanut and the plantains are grown in the same garden. The
coconut has, however, a monopoly o ithe sandy coastal strip. As
a general rule, it may be remarked that increase in distance from
the sea-shore and the backwaters progressively diminishes the im—

sportance of coconut as g crop. In the alluvial flat on the lowlands,
rice, coconut and plantains from the important crops, rice being
the leading one, coconut a good second. In foot~hill zones where
slightly firmer laterite predominates, the water-table is low and
facilities for retting, cheap transport etc., are poor; root—crops,

" palmyra, cashew etc.,

- L DR e ” ,‘GJ_
- -greater populaity ol the ioct
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begin to compete successfully with' t‘he

t. Among the root—crops tapioca and the several va‘rle’ues
. the most important. Especially is the cultivation of
N ?’am a"]Zj‘—cf{jvelope«:l in Travancore in the midland zone, and it
:czpm'ca‘ . b';m opularity in the other parts of the coast also. T?le
e - nill zore is due to the fact that its

climatic end edaphic requirements are less rigorous than those of

the coconut. Cashew and palmyra, requiring less attfzntion on 1';1;:
part of man and able to thrive on poor anc.l dry soil, havet ::op
currency in thesc parts. In the eastern fringe of. tl;e ;.Z: orop
region, fruii-bearing trees like mango. tr.ee'r andk?ac : b
to@thrive under less rigorous climatic conditions than coconut. are

successful alternatives to the iatter as cash~crops. Further east,

near the forest, pepper, ginger and other condiments are certainly
e y

more widely grown than coconut. The highland region, while

srowing the hill paddy, specializes in the cultivation of such plan—
£

ding to
‘{ation crops as rubber, tea, coffee and cardamom according

elevation. Coconut has no place in the l?ighland zone.

Holdings and Harvest—The coconut garde.:ns on'theIMaI::ar

Coast are ir.l small holdings, the average I.xoldmg bellnf S::terea;

‘t‘vo acres in extent. Very often the ho?dlngs are als » Iarge.

Tn Ceylon, on the other hand, the holdings are. ge;ne;al (;rin ; 01;
More than 507% of the coconut area in C.ieylon is in holding

cres each. The cost of maintenance of the average

O s r. Patel at about Rs. 25 per acre per year

i imated by D
garden is estima Y pital and land revenue. The latter

exclusive of interest on ce

. yaries from about Rs. 1-4-0 to Rs. 8 per acre.

Unlike in Ceylon and Malaya, the harvest is us‘ualiir d;nmeb::
Malabar by climbers. On an average a professmr.l c
o bout 60 trees a day. There are 8 harvests in the year.
;anégisria;)su are shorter in the dry season and hot weather than
e :od of rains. The harvests are more frequent on the
w t?eCf::Othac; in other parts of India where the number of hér—
- ries from two to six a year. The number of nuts, their size
vefits Vejght of the copra are maximal in the hot weather harvests.
and w
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On a conservative estimate an acre of land would yield about
3,000 nuts a year. The full yield of the tree commences onyy avout
5-6 years after it has begun to bear. The yicld is higher in Malaya,
_ the Philippines and Ceylon than in Malabar. The average yield
per acre is more than 4,000 in those countries. This higher yield
is due partly to the better distribution of rainfall in those countries
and partly to the economics of large~scale cultivation.

The Indian Census Report of 1931 records 203,293 persons as
engaged in and dependent on coconut culture in India. This is
certainly too low en estimate to be true. It is not necessary here
to go into details. Suffice it to say that the ratio of people engaged
in coconut culture to the total agricultural population is lowest in
S. Kanara and highest in Travancore on the Malabar Coast.

The statistics quoted in the article are from the following:—

1. Agricultural Statistics of India 1920-31 and 1936-37.

2. The Statistics of Travancore 1112 M.E.

3. Cersus Report 1931--India—Cochin—Travancore, Madras Presidency.
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