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brain workers, con-
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other rundown
humanity.
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. INDUSTRIAL LABORATORIES*

" By DR. RM. An.a6apPA CHETTIAR, M.A., D. LirT. LL.D., Bar-at-law Madras.

HE - vigil has ended. Freedom has

‘ dawned. Political emancipation has
come,’ We are grateful to Providence for
‘the liberation from foreign domination. Is
our task at an end? This is a guestion that
everyone of us has to address himself to, If
freedom from foreign domination is not
followed by emancipation from ignorance
and superstition, what will be the value and
content of this new freedom? Mighty
“little indeed! The possibilities of human
happiness resulting from the emancipation
from ignorance are unfathomable. This
is not mere Utopia. The dream can become
“a reality if the State and Society apply their
minds to research in sciences and hasten the
industrial progress of our great country.
“Industrialise -or perish!” might look a
harsh slogan ; but if one realises the real
significance of the slogan, it will no longer
appear to be harsh or a mere slogan.

~ Industrial activity must place within the
reach of every one of us a command over

- goods and material wealth, and leisure
enongh to enjoy it. Unless there is an ever-
increasing tempo of planned industrialisation,
., backed up by scientific discoveries from
laboratories, the happiness of the common
man will continue to be a mere myth, Gone
are the days when the few exploited the
many, and may they never return, is the
- prayer and- the devout resolution of every
thinking man and woman in this country,

If prosperity is to trickle down to every
member of society and, ac I have already
said, if sufficient leisure is to be made
available for every member to participate
in that prosperity, it is the duty of the State
to have a planned policy of industrialisa.
tion accompanied by scientific reszarch.

An American friend once put tomse a
most amazing suggestion somewhat in these
terms: “Give us your country for a period
of 25 years and we will transform it into a
Fairyland,” This might look a somewhat
audacious and even impertinent suggestion;
but if one ponders over it- for a time, one
would rea.ﬁ)se that what the American had
in mind was a conviction that India's
potentialities for plenty were immense and
that the conversion of our dear Motherland
into a State which assured prosperity for all,
was within the realm of possibilities. 1f an
American could say that, should it not be
our pleasure apd privilege to take the cue
and work out a plan ourselves and attempt
to achieve that goal with detormination
and steadfastness? Unfortunately, symp-
toms are not wanting in our country of
men of power and position in thousands
attempting to grab and accumulate wealth
individually, and completely neglecting the
State as such. So long as national wealth
and national happiness, represented by the
prosperity of the common citiz-n, are not
kept in the forefront and actually achieved,

: ‘} .¢ Broadcast from Madras on 20-9-47 in the series, “Science~—Handmaid ol Industries'’

and published by kind permission of the All India Radio, Madras,
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§0 long. shall our day of deliverance be
unattainable.

It has been said that disinterested intellec-
tual curiosity is the life-blocd of any great
civilisation. Opportunities for such intellec-

-tual curiosity in~ the shape of scientific
research must be provided by every State
worth the name, The Universities and
industrialists have their duty to play their

- part in this great national Renaissance, and

every true discovery will mark a great’

milestone in the progress of civilisation. It
is sad to observe that though research
supports industry and keeps her up-to-date,
industry does not in turn support research.
It has become almost a curse that some of
us should keep on asking the question what
the use is of this discovery and that inven-
tion. Little do we realise that in the
history of the world down the ages, dis-
coveries when made were almost and
always thought to be of very little conse-

" quence,
made by-a Prime Minister of England
.after listening to a lecture of Faraday on
the discovery of electricity by him. *Itis
all interesting, Mr. Faraday, but what is
its use tous?” The great Michael Fara.

. day made almost a prophetic- reply saying :
" ¥8ir, you niight think it is useless to-day;
but one day you .will. realise its value by
even making it an objest of taxation for
your exchequer.” We in the Madras Presi-
dency know to our cost how our Prime
Ministers have really taken up the advice
given by Faraday. In the field of research

- few blanks are drawn.

Science has increased man’s control over
. nature and thereby has increased his happi-
. . ness and well-being. It has increased the
" productivity of labour, and ‘has made more
- necessities of life, and even luxuries to an
- extent, available for the  bulk of the
‘community, The advance of science has
made for the union of intellectual activity -
nd manusl work, Scientific development
has succeeded in making man even more
ndependent of his environment. Machines
ake the ~work -out' of human hands and-
“perform it a thousand times more quickly
‘and .’ efficiently. 'In short, 'science has
xended - the empire of man over the

o EES

We are familiar with the remark
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material world and has increased his
wealth and power. The boundaries of this
empire will for ever widen, The doom of
Empires has no terrors for this great

domain, .
4

In the ages gone by, the Prince and the
man of power had as their machines what
Aristotle called “living tools.” They were
the slaves. Abundant slave labour made it
unnecessary then to enlist non-human force
in industry. But apart from the disgusting
and repellent aspect of such a procedure
we are now faced with the pleasant problem

“of resorting to non-human machinery to
increase the happiness of humanity at large,
.for the modern State thinks not in terms of
Princes alone but of every peasant and
worker, Scientific progress in the field of
industry  opens up vistas and panoramas
which are too good to be believed bat none -
the less true.

4 i .

Let us take in passing the various fields
in which science can be a good handmaid
to industry. The agricultural industry takes
pride of place in our country. What a sorry
spectacle it is to observe that our country,
known for her vastness of area, and her
multitude of climatic conditions, fertilised by
perennial rivers, endowed with many boun-
ties of nature and peopled- by one of the-
greatest "races of - the earth is passing
through the pangs of a six-ounce ration
with the constant danger of a break-down,
even at that! * I one acre of paddy field in
Italy can yield 7200 lbs., if Japan can yield
6000 1bs. and if Russia can yield even more
in the harvest, why is it that one acre will
yield only, let .us say, 2,000 lbs. here?
There must be something radically wrong
in our ploughing the fields, in preparing
the soil; in irrigating the land and, in
fact, In the entire agricultural operations
from A to Z. Our agriculturist works per-
haps hardest even without leisure. But
that alone will not and does not satisfy his

peeds and let us ask: why should he slave - -

like that # The fertiliser industry has got

‘to be developed and our agriculturist has

got to be taught the method and the',
manner of using that fertiliser. The science |
of soil erosion and conservation of chemicals ',
.in the soil must be brought within reach of '

the agriculturist, The methods of planta-
~tion and harvest must be modernised, seed
must be improved and the storing of grains
in godowns must be made up-to-date. A
watch against the insects and pests destroy-
ing the fair crcp has to be keptand this
koowledge must be made easily available
to the ordinary agriculturist. With the
application of scientific knowledge in the
various branches above mentioned, the
dependence of India on beggarly exports
from foreign countries will happily come to
a stop, and the philosophy of the Indian
agriculturist will not be called into play to
reconcile himself with the six-ounce ration.
In the New Era of scientific agriculture, he
will get what he needs and the Grow.More-
Focd campaign will certainly be a living
reality instead of the farce it nowis. A

.. cartoonist has told us that G. M. F. really

ineans Grow More Files and not Food.

 Take next the industry of clothing, in the
shape of cotton textiles. It is indeed an irony
and a sad one at that, that the philosophy
that should come to our rescue in times of
. calamity and danger is found rushed to our
“aid to persuade us to accept society as we
find it with the evils which can easily be
" avoided. Itis a tragedy that in a country
which grows many - millions ' of bales of
cotton, leaders ascend the platform and
exhort us to be satisfied with 5 yards per
head per year, Why is it we are not able
to grow a better and longer fibre of cotton
than we really do? Isit beyond the realm
of science to  produce by importation
of new varieties, improvement of seeds or
better methods of irrigation, to produce
a cotton fibre -that can produce not the
coarse cloth which everybody detests but
a fine variety for which there is a rampant
black market? When people of other
countries are thinking in terms of a cloth
~whose crease will not disappear even after
-folding, is it to be the lot of the Indian to
still wear clothes which will not come
“even below the knee. Gandhiji has often
~ told us that he will not change his dress
 because he represents -Daridranarayana.
Should we not wear cloth not as a mere

*instrument of hiding our nakedness but as

an apparel of art and beauty ? All this
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can be done only when science is pursued
with an unwavering mind and singular
devotion. The rayon fabric holds the key
to another chest of treasures. With all the
natural wealth of our forests and the pulp
of the required variety available, is it not
our duty to harness this new fibre to satisfy

the desire and need of man and woman?

Let us now pass on to the field of metal-
lurgy. Our country which laid claim in
the dim recesses of past history to
its mastery over metal, is now behind
various nations in the production of steel.
Considering the magnitude and extent of
our country, the need for capital equipment
and machinery for manufacture of con-
sumer goods, it looks tragic beyond words
to find our whole country producing less
than two million tons of steel, compared to
the ten millions of Germany and 25
millions of England and 65 millions of
America. Our best is the Tata Iron &
Steel Company. Even after the expansion
programme of this great Company becomes
a success and a fait accompli, we will still
be very much below the danger level.. It
comes to this. Our unbuilt best cannot
-even be a good second to the undeveloped
best of a war damaged country like
Germany. The amount of scientific research
that is waiting to be done in the field of
metal and coal is immense. "When will
that day dawn? ‘When will India wake up
after her long sleep down the corridor of
Time and take her rightful place along the
great nations of the world? This can
happen only when scieatific knowledge is
relentlessly pursued by the student and
the industMal chemist in the laboratory and
such knowledge assiduously applied in the
methods of production by the State and
the Big Industrialist.

I can go on citing ad infinitum the fields
of industry where scientific research is
necessary. But I shall content myself by
mentioning only one more industry, that
is, that of electricity. That a country, which
has such great perennial rivers like the
(Gaoga and the Brahmaputra and mountains
aund waterfalls of inmemorial fame and
grandeur, should still have thousands of
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houses in cities even unlit by electric light,

pot to speak of having other electrically
driven amenities, is-a very sad situation in-
deed. It must be within the realm of practl-
cal possibility to see that every village in
our country is provided with power from
hydro-electric stations and electricity is
made available in cheap and plentiful supply.
This new servant will answer the many
needs of man, and he will make the life of

the citizen ever more bright and cheer-,

ful. L
~ The atomic energy research marks the

birth of & New Era of plenty, and let us

prayerfully hope, of peace also. The fact
that atomic energy, released in the disinte-
- gration of one ounce of water can steer Queen

Elizabeth—a vessel’ of 6ne lakh of tons—

from Tilbury to New York, looks stranger
than fiction. Rain made to order is a
phenomenon that we have recently heard,
These are not from the pages of the
Arabian Nights but solid authentic news
from laboratories. The activities of the
T.V.A. in America tell us that Science and
- scientific research have robbed Nature of
maby of its horrors and harnessed it as a
dutiful and loyal servant of man. Why
should it be that the Indian child and citizen
. are denied this great and matchless service
of Nature? To put it precisely, let me

_quote the man of precision, “What is

sought in science”, says Bacon, "should be
& rich storehouse for the ‘glory of the
Creator and the relief of man’s estate.” -

 The light of Science should shed light on
: om: path all along the hne, on health of mind

as well as of body, on education as well as
on agricnlture, on ethical development and
economic exploitation of Nature, on euge-
nics and Utopias, on industry and industrial
organisation. The many ills that flesh is
heir to are met no longer with folded hands
but by confident therapeutics, Two blades
of grass are grown originally where one
grew not by prayer to Lord Varuna but by

‘intense scientific treatment of the soil aud

by irrigation from reservoir. Poverty is to
be destroyed not by propaganda but by
releasing. stores of wealth awaiting the
scientiic’ “Open Sesame.” Man _sha.ll
ascend the height of plenty and prosperity
if men of good-will take Science as their
torch. Mark the word “good-will”. Science
is no substitute for virtue. The heart is as
necessary for a good life as the head. That

is why our Apostle of Non-Violence isafraid

that Science threatens to cause the destruc-
tion of our civilisation, Let the world take
warning in time. The surgeon’s knife shall

not be used to cut the throat of our dear

neighbour.
The dawn is potent with prosperity for

the peasant and the worker., The Prince .

counts not before the Prmclple which guides
our Nehru and his colleagues in administer-
ing the new Indian Republic, May the
Nationa! Laboratories already started by
Nehru come forth in endless and ever-
increasing grandeur! Let health, wealth,
and prosperity be no mere motto but constir
tute a living practicable ideal. - Peace shall
be added and the Kingdom of God-shall

really come to earth—JAI HIND!

. ittty wms——

DEVELOPMENT OF ENGL!SH SUMMER SCHOOLS

SHALL never forget the impact npon

chhoo} that I dttended. I had just taken my
“final examination—“Greats” wecalled them
“=at.Oxford University .in ‘June, 1914,.and

ivil - Bervice.

my.conscicusness of the first: Summer

Iqwed this up with the entrance examina. -
While “‘we were

BY DB G E M JOAD

takmg this . examination, ‘World War*1
~ broke out and a whole civilisation—though

we did not know it at the time—came to

an end. When the examination was over,
several weeks elapsed - before the results

were known.- Being at a loose end, I decid-

'ed to go to my fiest Summer School. n
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It was being run by the Fabian Society
at Barrow House, near Keswick in England’s
Liake District. I should explain that the
period was that of the first gay, spring-time
of Fabian Socialism which had captured the
imagination of many politically conscious
young men at the Universifies. In those
far off days we were full of hope and
confidence and believed ourselves to be in
the vanguard of a procession that was
marching to a Utopia of State-ownership

- and control, bringing peace, employment,

plenty, freedom and leisure for all.

AFTER-DINNER DISCUSSIONS

The standard-bearers of the procession
were Bernard Shaw, the economist Webb
and—a little out of step—H. G. Wells; and
the Utopia to which they were leading us
lay just round the corner. Now, Shaw and
Wells were prominent Fabians and there
was just a chance that one might meet

,them at the Summer School.

I arrived about 10 o’clock at night and
walked straight into a gathering of tea-
drinkers. - A ‘number of  young women in
shorts and plimsolls, with bare legs, chiefly
took my eye. Also they were smoking
cigarettes. and that was more than a
novelty s it was a sensation ! 4

The next morning there was.a lecture on
Bergson's philoscphy by A.D. Lindsay, then

~ a tutor at Balliol College, Oxford Univer-

sity, now Lord Lindsay of Birker, Master

- of Balliol, In the afternoon the main body

of Summer School members, some 40 or 50
in number, went up one of the mountains
of the Liake District, Great Gable. I stayed
behind and played tennis with one of the
girls-in plimsolls and shorts. ~After tea
there was folk dancing to the sound of a
pipe on the lawn, then dinner followed by
discussion on *The Future of the Family.”

Every day there were morning lectures.
_Among the speakers wounld be Members of
* Parliament, town or county councillors and
trade union secretaries, Sometimes there
would be an eminent writer, though never,

" alas, Shaw or Wells or the Webbs, so that
- my. hero worship was dissppointed. After

the lecture there would be questions and
then discussion, in which half-a-dozen
people or more 'would take part,

GAMES AND EXPEDITIONS

The afternoon would be devoted to games
and expeditionss For example, I went up
my first mountain, swam in Lake Borrow-
dale—where incidentally I like to think
that I saved from drowning the girl in
shorts with whom I had already fallen in
love and whom I subsequently married—
and played in a cricket match, After tea
there would be voluntary activities—every-
body by the way was expected to go to
the morning lectures—in which different
sactions of the Summer School would take
part, such as folk dancing, physical exer-
cises—"jerks,” we used to call them—on
the lawn, or play readings.

In the evening after dinner there would
be another lecture or discussion, generally
couched in a less serious vein than that in
the morning. Or arrangements would be
made for the morning discussion to be
continued, or there would be a debate. After
this discussion was over there would be
more tea drinking amid a great clatter of
voices, followed by dancing to a gramo.
phone until bed at 11'30 or midnight.

" One day in the week was devoted to a
whole day’s expedition, A party went afield
in motor coaches or by train, climbed

mountalns, went across moors or bathed in -

the sea. On Friday evening there would
be an entertainment, usually in the form of
a revue written, rehearsed, produced and
acted by members of the School. Those
who were unfortunate enough to be chosen
or were self.dedicated to this task could bs
seen getting together in corners, ma.kmg up
lyrics, planning skits, devising incidents——
most of the well-known personalities in the
School were regularly satirised—consider-
ing ways and means of properties
and lighting. As the week progressed
they became wholly immersed in the activi-
ties of their secret life which were at last
vouchsafed to the School with all the glory
of a sudden revelation on Friday nights.
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SELF-CONTAINED COMMUNITY

I am dwelling upon these private activi
ties, in order that it may be realised to what
an extent, as time proceeded, the School

" became a small, self-contained community,

a world of its own, cut off to a large extent
from the great world outside. The week of

which I am speaking was one of the most -

-critical in the history of the world—the
Russian steam-roller had broken down, the
fizst battle of the Marne was being fought.
Yet, we, at Barrow House, took- little
account of these things; I doubt whether
we were aware of them.

This detachment is a characteristic of all
the Summer Schools I have known. What-
ever their subject or their purpose, as the
weeks proceed, they "grow -into tight little
communities, talking exclusively about their

~own business, running their own love
affairs, acting their own plays, even produc-
ing on occasion their own weekly news
sheet ; and with, of course, the inevitabls
cliques and coleries, partisanships and loyal-
ties and the no less inevitable antipathies
and oppositions which develop in the atmos-

" phere of a self-contained community.

I say “whatever their subject or purposes”,

- for as_the Summer School movement
“developed—and it did so very rapidly after
World War I—these became very various.

' There were Summer Schools for study and

research.

‘ PROGRESSIVE LEAGUE INSTITUTIONS

" Another type of Summer School was that
: orgamsed by a body called the Progressive
. Lieague.. I mention this kind of Summer
School beeause they were typical of many
~ schools organised by the small voluntary
societies in which England is so rich. Thess
societies  are formed to advocate certain

mtern&uona.l affairs—for example, Federal
examp[e. easier divorce -or sex education ;

or for the ‘preservation  of " the countryside
or the reform of the educatxonal system. ‘

‘The. | memyb’ers hold" weeklyg or monthly
eetings and attend lectures. iollowed often

ideas; they may be ideas connected with -

Union'; “or. with - sexual matters, as for

by social gatherings at which therve is tea
drinking and dancing. But in a great city
like Liondon these occasions offer few

opportunities for *getting to know” one -

another. Hence the need for the Summer

School, whers continuous contact for a week

or more between persons coming from many
different parts of Britain and drawn from

different walks of life is felt by all to be a

valuable experience.

The Progressive Lieague stood for inter-
nationalism, social reform and, indeed, most

_of the principles referred to above; and its
- initial purpose was to co-ordinate the activi-
ties of the many single societies that stood .

for any one or for any group of these
principles. Its pretensions, in fact, were

enormous. Hence, its, members met at its .

Summer School with a high conciousness of
mission, listened to lectures and discussions
on almost every topic of public concern

under the sun and evinced & remarkable .

vitality and gaiety of spirit.

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES

Many “advanced” persons are great

believers in the virtues of sun-bathing. A |
Summer School, which is usanally held in a *

large house or school in the country, offers
facilities for communal sun-bathing of
which members take eager advantage. A
somewhat different type of Summer School
is run by educational organisations. England
contains a large number of voluntary bodies
for adult education, most of which co-
operate with local anthorities or with
universities and some of which receive
Government grants, Of these the best.
known is the Workers’ Educational Associaa

- tion, numbering some 80,000 studentsin
-its various classes. . Another is the National
Council of Labour Colleges. These bodies. -

run educational classes throughout the year
of many different types. Sub]ects range

from philosophy to book-keeping and from

trade union hlstory to the apprecmtlon of
music,

Their’ classes are ixsua.lly held on oneﬂr_
evening & week and last/for a coupleof |

hours, the first of which is devoted to a

. lfctute by the ‘tutor, -the “second to discus- -

Ny
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sion by the students. Fees are low and
students belonging to every social class,
with a large proportion of clerks and school
teachers, attend.

The proceedings at educational Summer
Schools are rather more formal than at
those hitherto described and students may
have to pass a qualifying test before they
are admitted, On arrival they are divided
into groups of four or five students to
whom a tutor is allocated. Eaich mewmber

of the group prepares a paper which he

reads aloud to the others and follows a
specific course of study under the tutor’s
direction. ' The social arrangements are
not dissimilar from tho=e obtammo at the
other Schools

COMMON FEATURES

Common to all these Schools are the

following: First, they are composed
of people of like-minded ideas and ideals
-meeting for the discussion and furtherance

of those ideas and ideals; or, in the case of
educational Schools, of people with a like-
minded determination to repair the defects
in their early education. Secondly, they
are held in the country, usually at a
country house or institution or sometimes
in an Oxford or Cambridge College during
vacation, Thirdly, partly for this reason,
they achiave a sense of community and, in
the case of Schools lasting for a week or
more, tend to become increisingly cut off
from the world outside. Fourthly, the
sense of community is enhanced by the
vigorous social life which develops at the
Schools,

The English Summer School remains an
institution which combines in a highly
satisfactory manner the advantages of collec-
tive study and of a congenial holiday s
filling the emptiness of the holilay proper
with a solid core of intellectual effort and
relieving the atmosphere of the School
with the gaiety of the party.

EXAMINATIONS—A NEW VIEW

By Dgr. D. Jivanavakay, Prznczpal Training College cmd Dean of Ez?ucatzun.
: Travancore University,

¢

XAMINATIONS are of four kinds, First

there is the Entrance examination,
This is the earliest form of examination
known to English educational history, When
pious and philanthropic people founded
schools and colleges and endowed them,
scholars were selected for admission partly
on the basis of an examinpation, Neverthe-
less, these institutions proved the homes of

_ privilege, position and wealth. When the

French revolutionaries realised the equalis-
ing influence of education, they took steps
to spread higher education among the
people, To educate all would involve
8 prohibitive cost. So they confined them-
selves to selecting only those who were most
fitted for higher education, This they did
by an entrance examination oa a nation-
wide scale, French ideas percolated into
England through the writings of Adam

Smith and Jeremy Bentham, and the French
example was followed in England as well.
The accommodation in English Secondary
schools is strictly limited, Not all who pass
the Primary stage could enter the Secondary
schools.” Therefore half a million pupils
all over England at the age of 11 + take
an examination in English and arithmetie,
called the Entrance examination or the
Special Place examination. Those who
pass high get scholarships and maintenance
allowances if they are comparatively poor ;
the next grounp gets free places; the next
has to pay fees and the last will get admis-
sion only after passing a further test. Only
five per cent get into the secondary schools,
about 15 per cent go to a central or techni-
cal school and 80 per cent remain in the
Senior Elementary school. Scholarships

in the modern universities of Eagland and
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the ancient universities of Ozford and Cam-
bridge are also awarded on the basis of
.- examinations, Till recently 100 men and
100 women were awarded scholarships to
- universities on the basis of their rank in
the High School Certificate Examination,
There is also a special examination for those
who aspire to be scholars and exhibitioners -
in Oxford and Cambridge. These examina-
tions test the capacity for further education.
These are external public examinations.

Secondly there are the class examinations’
They are internal school examinations, .
They are an essentiul part of school work,
The teacher must satisfy himself that what
- he has taught has Leen acquired by the

pupil. The teacher will be able to discover

what is not clear to the pupils and what
has been misunderstood. -He will take steps
to remedy the defects. He could find out
which pupil is progressing satisfactorily, who
is idling and who requires help.  The
.pupils will understand which portion of the -
- subject is important and which .not. He
will have some idea of- the relation of the
“individual class lesson to the whole work of
the class. It will” be of guidance value to
his future_work and convince him where he
- is defective and show him how to improve
his work, The results of such examinations
- are an indication of the efficiency of a
- teacher and so facilitate supervision. When ~
the results are compared with those of other
- schools, they evaluate the tone of a school
- and so “help inspection and standardisation.
. In" school administration they determine
+* promotions. T

U+ Thirdly there are leaving examinations,
. These may. be” school leaving or university
- degree examinations. The object of these
;- examinations is to certify that persons are -
“fis to take their place in the world. Leav-
ingexaminations. mark the exit from the
educational ‘world - to . the = great world
" beyond, . ‘Hence they should fit one to one’s
..place in the world.-But the world is chang-
ing.very rapidly.: The growth of industry,
-commerce, the coming  of the machine age, .-
""{th;d_,f‘z'tcilitj:‘ of transport. the applications of :

life in the modern world, Bat the school leav. -

ience 1o life, have completely transformed

7 ing examination still clings to the mediaeval

eonception of turning out a clericus or clerk,
one who could read and write. These occu-
pations were considered to spell a social
superiority and in medieval documents,
we come across the complaint- that many
were deserting their occupations for a lits-
rary education which would unfit them for
the day’s work. Hence the school leaving
examinations shounld fit people for specific
trades wkose number has multiplied rapid-

"1y, A wide variety of tests which would

meet the requirements of the different
occupations have grown up. The institute
of mechanical engineers, of electrical engi-
neers, of chemistry, of naval architects, of

builders, of gas engineers, of textiles, the
City and Guilds institute and the Chambers

of Commerce issue certificates most of which
are endorsed by the Board of Education in
England, These -certificates are awarded
on the basis of examinations, whose results
are moderated by assessors who take into
account the staff and syllabi, the equipment
and the attendance of the schools from
which the pupils came, -
The universily degree examinstion is
believed to be a} test of general compe-

tence, Itis held that one who hashada '
- university education will adjust himself to
the changing needs of the time.. This is a-

fallacy which has been disproved by scienti-
fic experimentation; It is found that no
capacity gained in one department of human
life transfers itself as such to other activities.
Hence the belief that a classical education
would fit a ‘man to any situation in life
rests on unverified assumptions. Specific

‘preparation is required for success in the

various situations of life. The old order

_rested upon class supremacy. One who had

a university education and so was possessed

of certain esoteric knowledge was considerad -

to be a superior whose will has to be obeyed

by others, The spread of education and
the better distribution of wealth ' has pro-
moted the equality of man with man., The"

relation of governor and governed has
changed  with the upsurge of democracy.
In the older form of government skill in

‘writing state papers and drawing up minutes - -
“Wwere of great importance, At the present -
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time the arts of persuasion have taken the
place of bureaucratic orders and personal
contact has superseded impersonal rule. An
Jindustrial dispute is not put down by
departmental orders but settled by negotia-
tion. Success in commerce and industry
depends upon knowledge not merely of
production but of distribution and consump-
tion trends. The need for specific training
in these lines has become apparent and the
examination by itself does not foreshadow
success. :

Lastly there are competitive examina-
tions, top, rankers in which are awarded
some of the biggest prizes in life, Com-
petitive examinations were an improvement
upon nominations which they superseded.
They are the result of French democracy
and Condorcet describes in detail how they
should be conducted. Jeremy Bentham has
similar directions to secure the best men to
serve the government on the most economi-
cal terms. But it was the failure of the
officials nominated to the War office on the
basis of birth and position in the Crimean
war that led to the competitive principle in

- the appointments to the Home and Indian

Civil Services. "As such examinations can
test only book knowledge. it was suggested
that the shortcomings of the written
examination may be made good by a viva
voce test which would give weight to perso-
nal qualities, But it is now held that a viva
voce is not more reliable than the written
examination, A prize of £100 was offered
to university graduates of a certain age
who should be judged best in an oral
examination by two boards of examiners.
There were 30 competitors. Their academic
records were befors the examiners who
interviewed each for not less than 15 and
not more than 30 minutess The candidates
were arranged in rank order by each board

~ after discussion. The order of each board

was different and there was no case of
complete agreement. There was a difference
in certain cases of 90 marks in a total of
300. The candidate placed first by Board I
was placed 13th by Board II and the first
of Boa;d II was the eleventh of Board I.
The prize went to the one who was placed
second by Board I and fourth by Board 11
. LHl—=10—9 :

The advance in psychological science and
the perfection of statistical techniques have
introduced great changes in examinations.
The experiments of Weber, Fechner and
Wundt on the acuity of sensations by the
methods of physics, led Galton to study
individual variations. Abelson carried out
these experiments into physical capacities
such as speed and strength of movement.
Two of MacDougall's students made &
combination of these and found that indivi-
dual variations disclosed by them correlated
well with the judgments of peopls of a
person’s intelligence. Karl Pearson and
Spearman discovered a formula by which
such correlations could be easily computed.
Binet used these discoveries and added
certain tests for the higher and abstract
qualities of the mind such as judgment,
reasoning, memory, imagination eto., to
devise his now famous intelligence scale by
which he separated the feeble-minded
children from the normal. Terman, carry-
ing the researches of Binet further, invented
the mental age and its relation to the
chronological age and arrived at the intelli-
gence quotient which is a numerical measure
of a person’s intelligence. Since Binet's
tests were applied orally and individaally,
they took a long time. So paper and pencil
group tests were devised by which a large
number could be tested at one and the same
time. These tests were applied to 2,000,000
recruits of the American army in the first
world-war and the capable were sifted from
the incapable and those who deserved
commissions were selected. After the war,
tests were applied t0 industry, first to select
among those who applied for a job, next to
fit the job to ap individual. These tests were
gradually used to discover aptitudes and for
vocational guidance. Clerical posts, Civil
Service posts and posts in the army, navy
and air force were filled by applying appro-
priate testss The gifted and the super-
normal were differentiated from the average
and the delinquents and the problem child-
ren were screened. The personal and
character qualities which were not tested by
the old type examination were provided for

by the elaboration of personality ratings
and measurements for character traits. Thus
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tests are being used to measurs mental and
perscnal capacities of different sorts. ..

In the face of snch developments the
reliability of the old type of examination
has been widely questioned. The problem
has been studied. by numerous investigators
in Europe and America. We shall confine
ourselves to the investigations carried out
by Prof. Valentine of Birmingham Univer-
sity. He studied the reliability of the special
place examination or the Entrance examina-
tio_n to Secondary schools. The result of
this examination decides individual careers

and the expenditure of a great deal of-

public money. Valentine studied the reli-
ability of this ezamination by comparing
the performance of pupils at entrance and
at the school certificate examination four or
five years later. He found that many who
were at the top in the entrance examination

touched bottom at the final examination and"

viccz.v?rsa.. This meant that the large
majority of pupils who were rejected for

~ lack of one per cent of the marks may have
-made good. Many reasons were brought
forward for this unreliability. ILuck or
chance, special coaching, the difference in
the efficiency of teaching between school
and school, the awakening of latent powers,

- the need for specific abilities in the larger
number of subjects included in the certificate
examination and the budding forth of
character_ traits, were held to be responsible

. for the differences Tin pupils' performance.
* . By careful manipulation of the data, Valen-
- - tine rotates out these unlooked for influences
- and shows that the main cause is the un-

- reliability of the examination. On the other -

lza.nd the results of the certificate examina.
~tion correlate well” with class marks and
intelligence ratings. Some of the causes

scholarship awards in' the. universities, and
80 he studied :the  prognostic value of such
awards, - He discovered that in the case of
the scholars: selected from the top rankers
in the “Higher School Certificate examina-
‘tion . one-third of- the' non-scholars - beat
~one-third of the scholars in scoring first or
'second class Honours,. that ‘one-third of the
- Beholars got only a pass degree or failed and

at:.o" per. cent  actually - failed showing

alleged do not function in the case of
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thereby that the swards had been misplaced.
The awards to Oxford or Cambridge on
the special scholarship examingtion, proved
equally upreliable compared to those award-
ed by the University itself on the basis of 2
year’s work or so, which correlated well
with the final results. The conclusion is
plain therefore that these examinations
have signally failed to foreshadow pupil

performance in the school and university
examinations

¢

The verdict of the old type of examina-
tion on human abilities has been widely
questioned and has given rice to new tvpe
questions, The old examinations gave five
~.or six questions which the candidate had

to answer in two or three hours. In the

new type, instead of 3 small number of long
questions, there is a large number of short

hondred questions to be.answered in the -
- space of half an hour. There are 85 kinds .
of tests but generslly only five are used.
They are the multiple choice, true-false, one
word recall or completion exercise, best
answer and matching. The course of studies

is broken up into these questions. The

results are standardised by giving them to
large numbers of pupils beforehand and
age norms and grade norms are ascertained
which give meaning to the scores. In the
old type, if questions are on parts of subjects
which the candidate had not prepared well
or during the teaching of which he was
absent, the resu'ts wera disdstrous to him.
The new type samples widely, choosing
items from all. parts and so minimises the
effects of chance and- penalises but little in -
the parts that is not well known to the '
examinee. In the old typs examination
the questions were casually selected, often
from portions which are favourites with the
examiner or which he has taught just then.
‘The new type tests are carefully standardis- .
ed, omitting non.discriminating elements
- and suitably graded. The old type examina-
tion suffered from the bias :of those who
valued the snswers.” Once the teacher
forms his opinion of a pupil,-it colonrs the
- marking of all his subsequent work. -The
. valuation thus loses detachment and objecti-
L vity, - Once a Professor .in Liondon Univer--

’
4

questions, There may be as many as two -

LIBRARY SCIENCE AND

sity had two students, ome Smith an
Englishman and another Jones & Welsh-
man. In marking their essays he always
gave the Englishman *“good” and the

-Welshman “fair”. The students decided

to play a prank on their professor. They
interchanged their papers, Jones sent his
paper under. the name of Smith and the
latter sent his paper in the name of Jones!
As usual the Professor awarded “Good” to
the paper of Jones under the name of
Smith and “Fair” to the paper of Smith
masquerading under the name of Jones.
Once on a‘Board of Examiners there was a

conscientious examiner who wrote out-

answers to all the questions as a guide to
his valuation, This paper got mixed up
with the students’ answer books and was
gent up to the other examiners to be valued.
Mistaking it for a candidate’s paper, it was
awarded marks ranging all the way from
40 to 80 in a total of 100, Thus the Pro-
fessor failed in his own examination.

" Examiners differ in their standards of
severity or leniency and often the chances
of a candidate in an examination depend

" upon who will be his examiner, Again

examiners differ in the importance which
they attach to various factors of a good

_answer, such as clearness of exposition,

accuracy of factual statements, pertinence
of argument, extent of knowledge and
logical development. Naturally examiners

_differ in their capacity to make a sound

judgment about an answer, The same
answer paper valued by different examiners,
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.has been awarded widely varying marks,

ranging from 28 to 92 and 43 to 90 out
of 100. Indeed even the same examiner
asked to revalue a paper which he had
valued sometime before, has given very
different marks. The new type tests are
free from these subjective errors and so are
called objective tests. The valuation is
purely mechanical and is done by clerks,
not teachers. The answers require either
a check mark, a number, a circle, yes or no,
true or false, marked on the paper itself,
The usual procedurs is to find the intelli-
gence quotient of each pupil and then give
him objective tests in the various subjects.
It can be found out easily whether heis
working to capacity and has & score in each
subject normal to his age and class. Teach-
ing is therefore given  direction and does
not proceed in the dark, S

Examinations are of such capital import.
ance in the world of to-day that the
Carnegie Foundation for the advaocement
of learning sponsored an enquiry into its
problems by a Committee of Psychologists
and Educationists of international renown
such as Sadler, Nunn, Burt, Hartog, Gra-
ham Wallas, Godfrey Thompson and Valen-
tine of Great Britain3 Paul Monroe, Judd
and Thorndike of America; Piaget, Bovet
and Claparede of Switzerland, Carl Becker
of Germany and Desclos of France. Theix
findings are published in several volumes
and are available for the reform of
examinations anywhere in the world.

*LIBRARY SCIENCE AND FUNDAMENTAL
' VALUES—(PURUSH ARTHAS)

By Sm1 8, R. BANGANAiHAN, M.A., L. T., F.L.A,, President, Indian Library Association,

l' WELCOME you to this degree course in

Library Science. I admire your daring
in offaring yourself to Library Science. I

‘call it daring because this is a very recently

established discipline. My next desire is to
tell you that you have not altogether taken

a false step. Library Science has been
recent, I said. By thatI mean that the
values that one can get by caring for it are
taking shape only recently, Iiet me deal
with each ona of its possible values and show
when that value began to appear.

Fucit lasttes dsivared ta the dsgred clams 1u'Library Sceieasy, Dalhbi Ualversity.
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1. Persowar Prorir.

Surely, the pursuit of any subject must
be for Swalabha (personal profit). In our
civilization, the common unit by which all
personal profits are measured is money. Liet

me, therefore, show you the history of the’

“personal profit of the pursnit of Library
Bcience expressed in terms of money. In the
beginning, a librarian’s work had hardly any
money-value. In the history of the library
of the Christ Church College, Ozxford, for

~example, you will find that the librarian
had bardly any salary worth mentioning. It
was often & student who was in charge of
the library. This was the case with the
librarians of many academic institations. A
stadent took charge of a library either be-
cause he was so poor that even the pittance
of an allowance which he could get was of

- considerable value to him, or it. may be be.
cause he was overflowing with energy and
he wanted some extra work to let off steam,

80 to speak. The father of the modern
library profession, Melvil Dewey, himself
was a student-librarian probably for both of
the above reasons. Even recently, I read
witlr some amusement an application for a

- . library post in which was emphasssed as one
- of the qualifications the fact of having been
student-librarian, In other libraries, the

~ librarian's work' was not taken to deserve

even the trivial sum to be given to such
student-librarians ; and so somebody had to
doit in an honorary capacity—which means

It it is a College library, a busy professor is
- made honorary librarian. If it is a munici-
"pal library, the overworked municipal com-
_missioner has the library as his additional
_charge. It is well-known that in our country
“such things are comon even to-day. "Super-
‘intendents of - museums become ex-oficio

“properly - paid librarians began .in Western
- couotries two or three generations ago.~ In
~our country, too, the need to pay librarians,
‘gua librarians, 'is - being slowly . realised,
hough. the standard of | payment is still

- for no Swalabha or personal profit at all, -

principal librarians of public libraries, In-
‘gpite- of the persistence of this order of
“things in our country, the practice of having'

miserably poor.. Bus I do hope in the new
o which \we have begua recently, all-

this anachronism will end and that when

you enter the profession you will find that
Library Science too, can secure Swalabha in
the shape of money like- any other profes-
siom, .

2. Socian WELL-BEING, .

Apart from ' personal profit, ‘Library |

Science can also contribute to Samuha-
sukha (social well-beirg). Historically the
need for remunerating librarians, as it was

‘in the case of the members of other profes-

sions, was brought home to the members of
society only after ' it was realised tha:
libraries, backed by a well developed library
science, can add to the well-being of society
itself. The realisation came early in the

19th century. There is a very interesting -
anecdote about it. To know that anecdote

you must go with me mentally to the Glas.
gow of the early 19th century, Ianthose far
off days, Glasgow had no University. It had
only a college. This college fook on its

- staff a young graduate in science, Birckbeck

by name, In those days even science was
learnt by rote-memory. You young people
who have had your laboratory work, will

_ wonder how it could have been possible.
I know that Delhi and- other places even -

make you take an examination in ' practical

science, But” in the days of Birckbeck -
there was no practical work for students.

There was not even experimental demon-
stration by the teacher. Young Brickbeck
revolted against it, He wanted to have at
least a few demonstration experiments. To
do that he had to design by himself every

kind of  apparatus-from the simplest on-

wards. ~ But the artisans could not make

them properly, After -investigation, he |

found that it was due to their not having
any knowledge whatever of the elements of

the science oo which their own craft was

based. They could only repeat wasp-like
what they had inherited. So he wanted to

teach them the rudiments of science, I

need not reproduce all the details of the
anecdote. It was enough to say that the

-society of Glasgow artisans soon perceived
- the superior advantage of such a knowledge
- and- large numbers of them began to crowd
- Birckbeck’s classes. - News of the conse-

quent social ~betterment of the world of
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artisans of Glasgow reached Liondon. There,
another young man, Lord Brougham, had
been thinking along similar Jines. The two

. joined hands and established the famous -

Society for the Diffusion of Useful Know-
ledge, A large number of popular books
came out, They were organised as libraries
and the service of those libraries was eager-
ly availed of by workmen, This new move-
ment was copied in most of the towns. The
Samuha-sukha, the social betterment, which
fowed from this movement soon became so
arresting that a Library Act was passed and
a paid library profession was established.
In our own country, we are on the eve of
such a development. The changes that have

" come over our society during the last few

days will, without doubt,call for every agency
that can add to Samuka-sukha or social
betterment. It may be that our leaders are
now too pre-occupied with the things of
the moment and are unable to turn their
attention to factors which alone can en-
sure progressive, permanent Samuha-sukha
or social betterment. They are so over-
whelmed, I am prepared to graunt, with
acute problems which demand an immedi.
ate, though temporary, palliative, But

this will not endure, they will soon realise

it. I wish they do realise it before a
damaging crash sets in. Take the food
problem, for example. Importing food
grains cannot be a permaneat solution.
New and scientific pursuit of agriculture
alone can give a permanent solution. Pre-
paration of our farmers for intensive
farming will not be possible unless they are
fed continuously with the latest information
on the subject, ‘Lhey cannot be so fed unless

~ we have libraries of the right kind, Libra-
ries will not be of the right kind unless they -

are run by persous who have specialised in
library science, Or take our clothing. The
shortage of yarn and cloth cannot be perma-

_nently removed and society camnot be better
" clothed merely by bringing them on board

the ship, from the West or the East. Oar
society must produce better spinners and

- weavers. To produce them continuous and
- intensive training in the latest methods will
- be necessary. The methods will have to be
mproved coatinuously . This again will

require libraries of the right sort manned

by library experts of the right sort. If you

look at the history of any nation which has

secured Samuha-sukha or social betterment,

you will find that one of the linksin the

chain of the agencies employed for the

purpose is the library. The United States,

for example, publishes a kind of irregular

year-book which lists more than two thou-

sand indastrial concerns, Most of these

concerns describe the industrial research

being promoted by them and they also

mention the business libraries maintained

by them to promote that research, I say

that Independent India caonot long delay

realising the urgency for establishing libra-

ries of the right sort, manned by daring

souls like you who have had ardaous, fall-

fledged, training for at least two yearsin

library science. It cannot make any progress

without a public library system. Y hen she

realises—and it will soon do so—that its

Samuha-sukha or social betterment could
not be achieved without libraries and the

service of Library Hcienee, then will her

leaders and people realise the far-sighted

step which the Delhi University has taken

and the wisdom of Sir Maurice Gwyer, its

Vice-Chancellor with vision, in advising this

University to iostitute a degree course in

Library Science. If the Governmeat is

taking a correct view of the methods of im-

proving our society, it should have de-

manded a degree course in Library Science

from the Delni University. All honour to.
Sir Maurice Gwyer and Delhi University for

having instituted the degree course in anti-
cipation and without a gesture of any
help or encouragement from Government.
Surely the Government should have seen
that Liibrary Science is at least as essential,
if not more, for the all.round stepping-up of

our national life as Russian or Krench
which can have no significance for the
masses.

3, CreaTIive JO¥Y.

I next pass on to the third purposs which -
the pursuit of Library Science can serva
and that is serving as a means for the falfil-
ment of the Swa-dharma or the reaching of
the intellectual destiny of & persoa by creat-



252  THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

ive work of some sort. Money, and what
~can be bought with it can only bring happi-
ness—happiness which is short.lived and
fleeting, which .dies with the materials
which bring the happiness. It is only
creative work that can bring more lasting
joy. This fulfiment of one’s intellectual

personality by creative work is the Swa--

dharnia or the individual distinctive duty to

oneself. I claim that Library Science will.

give you as mach opportunity as any other
subject for your Swadharma. I am sure
you will realise it before you complete your
two years’ course. 1do not say that crea-
tive ability will manifest itself in the case
of every student, It does not happen in
amy subject. The probability of it is always
small for any subject, If you were a very
large class I could have been quite sure of
- gome of you realising also this third purpose
- of the pursuit of Library Scienc:. But as
you are a very small number now, the pro-

bability is also-very small, but the possibility

is still there,
4. FULFILMENT OF o NaTION's MIsSION,

There is a fourth purpose similar to the
_ third, It is Samuha-swadkarma or the,
; gulﬁl’ment' of a' social group or nation by
- making its distinctive contribuation to world’s
- knowledge and welfare. This has of course
~to b3 the cumulative result of the Swa-
- dharma of its individual citizens for several
- gemerations. ~ But there is a particalar field
1o’ which each nation can be at its best, make’
.. its distinctive contribution and thereby fulfil
. itself. - To give an example, let us take the
. -breaking of the'atom. "It had been known
;. for some years that the atom was breakable
- oad that the energy which could be released
" by it ‘would - be enormous. . By breaking
- -one atom, for example, it might be possi-

ears. " An act like that ‘would ‘be of im-

he pit fo rip  open the ’earth and bring out
dirty coal or pauseating petroleum, It is true

hat, due to the ethical and spiritual im-
maturity: of ‘the natiom which - succeeded
n breaking the atom, the energy so released

laughter on 4 mass scale, But that will soon

le to” keep Delhi: electrified for several .

mense social. value, Oce need not  de-
umanise - humans by - sending them down

or. $he" first time* was osed for human

be set right. Though the possibility of
breaking the atom had been mathematically
established more than a generation ago, the
engineering feats required to releasa it in
practice had been formidable. It was left
to the United States to achievs this feat and
thereby make the world for ever adebtor to
it In this the American nation has fulfilled,
its Samuha-swadharma in a field germane
to'it. . The English nation has achieved its
‘Samuha-swadharma in the political consti-
“tution which it is evolving and which shows
the way to-all other natioms. India; too,
 has fulfilled its Samuha-swadharma in some
fields in the past. For example, in the
field of mathematics she had contri.
buted the numerals which have come into

universal use, and the notion of zero and
negative numbers. ‘Panini's system of
grammar is still the best model going. .

India’s distinctive contribution to meta-

physics and her recprd in mystical ex-..
perience are so well-known. In our own :

days, Mahatma Gandhi has enabled her to
attain a similar fulfilment in the forging of
a new political technique, Nearly con-
temporary with the attainment of Sa muha.
swadharma in this field was a similar attain-

ment by Hogland and Germaay through the

personalities of Darwin and Eidstein respec-
tively, Evolution and Relativity have now
got ingrained in the mental make-up of most
- thinking men of to-day. In a similar way,.

in the latter half of the 19th century, .

through Melvil Dawey, the Father of
Modern Librarianship, and his devoted
band of associates, the United States had

moved towaads the attainment of its
Samuha-Swadharma in apother field, the -

- field of Library Science.. The time hag
“come for humanity to take another leap
forward in tkis - very- fleld.  Who can say
that the School of Library- Science of which

you are pioneer members to-day will not

eventually turn out to be the agent through

Samuha-Swadharma ? To this end, I fondly
.. hope, that this University will allow this

- Department to enroll and train stndents in
- research and prepare them for Doctorates -
"in’ Library Science, Library Science comes. .’
into the picture - of Samuha-Swadharmain =

which India can take that leap forward and" ;
thereby enrich . the fulfilment of India's
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another way., Whether a pation is destined
to attain its Samuha-Suadkarma by lifting
Library Science to a higher potential or not,
wkhatever be the field of knowledge towards
which its Samuha-Sw:adhorma gets gravitat.
ed, its fulfilment will bave to depend cn 3
lorg chain of events, perscnalities and
institutions, one inevitable link of which
should be its library system. Therefore,
Library Science will in any case contribute
indirectly at least to the attainment of the
Samuha-Swudharma of every nation.

5. DELIGHT OF RELEASE

1 come now to the fifth .and the last

purpose for which Library Science can be
pursned. That purpose is unlike gaining

the fleeting happiness or Sukha, or the -

somewhat more lasting and yet perishable
joy or Pramoda. Itis, on the other hand,
the attainment of Delight or Ananda which
never perishes and which is eternal. Eternal
delight is the right of every sounl. Its
occultation at the moment is camsed by
non-eternal elements. Attaining  delight,
therefore, means rising beyond or piercing
through such obstructions.. Usually a techni-
que for effecting this, is absorption or
Laya (at-one-ment) with some subject of
contemplation. Library Science, I am quite
sure, is second to none else in the world in
being a fit subject for the ZLaya that can
release the soul from bondage into delight
and that can land us in Aé¢mavimockana or

Moksha. -
6. INDIAN TRADITION

Those of you, who are familiar with
Indian tradition, would have seen that the
train of my thought to-day had gone along
a well-known path, the path of Purusharthas
(the fundamental values of life}—Dharma,
Arrtha, Kama, Moksha. The first purpose,
I have described, belongs to the category
of Artha (wealth), I have shown you that
India has already begun to invest Library

Science with this value. I am sure, none of”

you will miss getting this value if only you
sincerely dedicate yourself to the subject.
The Samuha-Sukha or the social better-
ment belongs to the category of Kamgq or

. happiness in the vital plane.” I have shown
~ you how urgent is the service of Library

Science to our motherland in this respect.
My appeal to you is that you should not
stop with the first value, but yco should all
work for the second value also. The third
and the fourth porpoces belong to the cate-
gory of Dharma or "creative work and the
concomitant Joy. Nobedy can foretell
which of ycu will be able to realise this
value. I only wish that some of you may do
so, The fifth purpose of the pursuit of Lib-
rary Science relates to the category of
Moksha (Release) and its concomitant Deli-
ght. Yon may wonder whether Moksha can
be attained through the pursuit of Library
Science. I don’t. T am a profound optimist.
I amconvinced, and I do believe that un-
divided devotion to Library Science can
lead to Moksha, that is, land one in Ever-
Lasting Delight,

7. LIBRARY SCIENCE SUBTENDS ALL
PURPOSES EQUALLY AND SIMUL.
TANEOUSLY
I see young faces beginning to look suspi-
cious, I hear somebody whispering, “Have
I come to the Degres Course in Library
Science to become a recluse, a fakir or a
sanyasi ¢’ I can very well -understand the
danger of this first talk of mine scaring you
away, becaunse Moksha is mentioned. Don't
make that mistake. These five purposes
are not mutunally exclusive. They all co-
exist, whether you care to recognise them
or not. Turning your eyes on one of them
does not mean turning them away from
any other. You can have all of them in the
forefront of youc ambition with equal
intensity at one and the same time and
all through life. If you are not afraid
of a pgeometrical representation and a
geometrical term,I shall give yon geo-
metrical diagram which will bring home
to you the truth of this statement. In yonr
childhood you should have learnt the geo-
metry of the circle. Yon should have
heard of an arc of it and the angle at the
centre which subfends it. Now an angle at
a point can subtend simultaneously arcs on
different concentric circles with equal
completeness, if they all have acommon
centre. Library Science is the angle. It
can subtend and it does subtend all the
five purposes. The fact "that it subtends
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the fifth purpose does not interfere
with its subtending the first purpose and
vice-versa. This diagram is s schematic
representation of the fact that you can, by
the sincere, continued and intelligent pur-
suit of Library Science, achieve simultane-
ously worldly goods, credit for  social

reconstruction, creative joy, credit for

baving contributed to something creative
done by our nation as a whole and the
realisation of Natural Delight, S

Do you think that I bave sung the ‘praise

of Library Science in too high a pitch?.

Perhaps you do. At any rate, I dont blame
you for this at this stage. I don't want you
_to be credulous, " You can begin ‘at least
with the faith in the first and the second
value and suspend your judgment about the
other three values till a later date, till you
complete your degree course, I said, I do
_ not blame you, because I have known from
experience how even older people, even
people with more learning are ignorant of
these values;, When I myself turned my
loyalty to Library Science, a quarter of &
century ago, two old gentlemen—Ilearned
gentle.men pitied my lot, One was- the
Principal- of the College in which I was
teaching and the other.was the Principal
of the College where I h:d studied, Both

were sincere well-wishers of mine. It was"

. their sincerity which made them condole
-with me for bhaving been relegated to
- worship at the altar of Library Science,

That was because in those far off days no
body in-India had known the .potency of
Library Scietice in the field of all the four
Purusharthas (fundamental values of life).
_Liet me make a confession, I too was
“equally ignorant, I was credulous as some
~of you. are to-day. This fact should, I
'think, add great weight to my testimony,

*’9, ,.‘3? SUBJECT OF UNKNOWN CONTENT

- There -is, ‘however, ons warning .1
~should give,. You may find your friends
-and relatives shrogging their shoulders and

‘glancing at you with “a cynical -eye when

“they come to know that you, have taken'to
-Liibrary Beirnce. - -This was a very common
-experience :to: my students’ when I began

R

‘teaching Library Science twenty years. ago. -

Their cynicism reached up to me also. Thay
used to attribute selfish motives to my
attempting to establish a Library School,

- They used to say that I wanted to hide my

discomfiture by enticing young men to lose
their tails too! Mabpy parents used to
dissuade their children from joining my
School of Library Science. If a lad did

not pay heed to such advice and insisted on -

joining the school, and if his father was a
cruel man, he would virtually disown him
and cut off supplies ; if he were a fond
father, he would at least say, *I don't want

to look at your face till you get weaned-
from that company.” This is no wonder,

because even University dons, professors in
charge of long established subjects, resist
the inclusion of Library Science in the
curriculum of the university, Many sneer
at the very idea and some would even

“prefer a ton of books locked up in cupboards

to a teacher of Library Science being added

to their group. Indeed, they would weigh -

a teacher of Library Science against a heap
of Library books in assessing the value of
Library Science. All this can only be due

to ignorance of the content of Library
Science and particularly of its cultural value
as a discipline, But I find that in Delhi "~

at any rate things have improved very much.

. I am moved to say that because I have seen
.brothers, fathers and husbands of young

boys and girls coming to Das Gupta in
person and asking for a seat in the degree
class in Library Science. I don't know

‘how much of this solicitude for Library

Science is traceable either to this University
having- boldly admitted Library Science

“into its own - high-brow ‘seciety or to the

advertisement inserted in the newspapers.
Whatever may be the cause for the

- chapge of attitude in elders, it is bat

proper that -I should give you true and
factual reasons why Library Bcience is

worth pursuing. I should give you at the —
‘outset a general picture, an aerial view so

to speak of the field of Library Science. I

have given you to-day such a view perhaps - -

from too great a height,, from the

- stratosphere so to -speak. I propose to give -,
-you in the second lecture a nearer aerial
-view where details will be visible. T would -
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“ask you to permse to-night this syllabus

which is being distributed just now. This
syllabus will give you an atomised view of

_the field. A syllabus is virtually a legal

document and for purposes of the regula-
tions it has cut the field of Liibrary Science
into several sections. But in the next

lecture, I shall show yon the syllabus as an
integral whole and indicate how the varions
details which stand apparently detached in
cold type, do evolve holistically from one
central idea which is the soul of Library
Science,

TINKERING AGAIN.

By Sgt R. SrINIvAasa I3 EXGAR, H‘éadma‘ster, Sarva Jana High School, Peelamedu,

AT the July meeting of the Board of

Secondary Education, the Hon. Minister
for Education stated that it had been decided
to impart basic education between the ages
of 7 and 12, and appealed to the Board to
give him a complete picture of the reforms
in secondary education. Gandhiji's view is
that “if we wish.to ameliorate rural condi.
tions, we must combine secondary with
primary education.” Primary education,
according to Mahatmaji, is the present
Matriculation minus English. Mr. Varkey's
elucidation is that, * barring the knowledge

" of English, a boy who emerges from a com-
" plete Wardha school will bave a standard of

knowledge and formation which is decidedly
higher than that of a modern Matriculate.”
The Constituent Assembly has urged the
introduction of eight years’ elementary eda.
cation within ten years from now. Itis
therefore clear that the introduction of basic
edncation in our province will have to
undergo drastic changes, Such being the
case, I wonder how it is possible to draft
schemes of reorganisation of secondary edu-
cation without knowing the base on which
the superstructure hasto be built up, and
how the primary and the secondary educa-
tion should be linked up This aspect does
not seem to have struck the two Boards
which recently discussed the matter. -It is

~ gratifying that the Board of Advisory Edu-
- cation set up sub-committees and reminded

itself of the questionnaire which provoked

““about a 1000 people to answer them. Owing
“to the shifting nature of ideas regarding
‘basic education, the changes now contem.

Lill—10—3

plated in secondary education cannot be
final,

The principle of diversification of courses
in secondary schools has met with wide ap- -
provals but it still remains in the experi-
mental stage even in England. As an
English educational journal remarks in a
recent issue, ¢‘ no real attempt is being made
to choose the variety of secondary education
for which the individual child is fitted."” It
is not a guestion of schools being selected
for certain courses, but of alternative courses
according to interest and ability, the needs
of the child and the society. The contems-
plated scheme does not satisfy this criterion.

Again, I do not agree that training for a
clerk’s career at the age of 13 is vocational
education, though it may be termed in
glorious language, * secretarial”, The
syllabuses and curricula for this secretarial
course cannot be defined until the question
of the provincial court language is settled.
Soon after the division of the province on
the linguistic basis, the regional language
will be court language ; and the secretarial
course cannot be formulated now on the
basis of the English mediam. The Minister
will do well to keep in abeyance the ques-
tion of introducing the secretarial course
now. :

A moot point is as to when the bifurcation
should begin, Years ago, the trend of
opinion was to introduce it at the end of the
V Form stage; then it was modified to bezin
at the end of the IV Form stage, Now, to
introduce it at the end of the III Form stage
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means that any conrse, academic or techni-
cal, could berefit the child without the
“foundation of general knowledge, ability in
larguage or mathematics—a highly unsonnd
view of edncation. Public opinion shonld
sssert itself against limiting the period-of
general secondary education, :

In my opinion, bifurcation will not be
real and eflective, if scme process at the stage

is not devised to divert the pupils, as an,

alternative to examipation. The ecitizen.

_ building activities at the latter half of the

secondary education stage are not feasible

- without the abolition of examinations, which

only those who wish to proceedto the Uni-
versity should be obliged to sit for,

Mr. R, A. Batler sometimes ago said,

“*There would be a crisis in education in

the near future unless the Ministry grasped

essentials and had proper priorities™. A -

well-thought out order of priorities is the
- essence of sound administration. The Pre-
mier's picture of. elementary education is
- devastating. He says that the number of
~ elementary schools and scholars is going
- down, The country has been looking for-

problems of real life.
¢ basie
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ward to universal elementary education
being given 10 all our children. Moreover,
ideas relating to basic education seem to be

_hazy. Basic education may be commended
becanse it is educationally sound and is con- -

sistent with the prineiples of *learning by
doing or throngh interest or by contact with
But the idea that
education, * as stated by the
Premier, helps the pupil to pay for his edu-
cation isan exploded educational doctrine,
and has not been accepted even by the Zakir
Hussain Committee, The enforcement of
basic elementary education
tackled by the education minister alone, but

_ by-the decisions of the cabinet, among whom

correct ideas shounld have been arrived at.
Again, urgent steps should be taken to pre-
vent the colossal wastage in elementary
education referred to by the Premier even
in the absence of expansion.” The reform of
secondary education may wait for a year or
two; and the first place in thé order of
priorities may be given by the Education

Ministry to the pressing problems of basic

elementary education.

INAGURATE A NEW INDIAN-ERA.
"By Sm_ M. V. Tirusmarnar Arvaneag, B.A,, B.CE, C.E, C’oﬁsulting Engineer, 'Bangalofe

NOW that the Independence of India has
- become & settled fact on:and from

- .15-8-47, it is highly desirable that the day
~should be made an unforgettable .one. This
msy best be done by inaugurating s new
‘Indisnera from that momentous date,

© " similar to the Salivahana or Vikramaditya
- . eras, (sakhabdas). The era may be called
" Swatantriya Sakhabda or by any other

- attractive name. ! :

- The months in the years of the New Era

. Dwadasa (1 to 12).- The 365 days of the
. solar year may: be distributed among the

~months (210) and 81 days for each of the
-remaining § “montks (155)'in convenient

e

may be called Prathama, Dwitiya ete. up to-

~twelve months at 30 days for each of seven

“mences on the same date.

_perhaps even in Asia.

As luck wounld have it, the soiar month,
Simham (Sanskrit) known as Avantin Tamil,
Bhadra in Bergali etc, commenced on the
17th August, only two days after the Inde-
pendence Day. The varsha ritu also com-
Thus the New
Era or Sakhabdam if adopted will not be in,
disharmony with current Indian months
and seasons, This New Era will be common
to all the inhabitants of the Union of India,
and of Pakistan as well, if they also choose
to adopt it, and is ‘independent of any caste
or creed. There appears to be no object in
continuing the Christian Era in India,
Suach a continuation
will only be a humiliating reminder of our
cultural and political slavery in the past.
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ASPECTS OF THE MEDIAEVAL CHURCH
By S8a1 T. K. .VﬁNKATAF.A‘MAN, M.A., LT, Pachaiappas College, Madr as.

NO student of human history can afford
" to ignore the enormous services done
by the Church to human welfare and cul-
ture in the Middle Ages. How it softened the
brutality of the feudal age, how it kept the
torch of learning bright amidst the troub-
lous shadows of the period, how it provided
safe refuge to the poor, the orphan and the
distressed—all this is well-known.

While awe forced men to obey even the

"most wicked monarchs, faith kept men

steadfast in obedience to the church. We
must never forget that the Middle Ages
were not only a period when men loved
war but also one of intense religious piety,

. Though mixed with superstition, it reigned

* But

P

supreme amongst the masses, St. Augustine
is said to have restored sight to a blind man
to convince the Welsh about the superiority
of Roman Christianity., Dunstan, while he
was a monk at Glastonbury., was believed to

‘have got hold of the Devil's nose in a pair

of blazing tongs, while his victim howled
with pain. The elevating influence of
religious faith is best seen in the life of

- :Becket, Before Henry 11 of England made

him the archbishop of Canterbury, he kept
such pomp and splendour. that, according to
Lingard (History of England Vol. 2), the
French king exclaimed, “What must be the
king like who has such a Chancellor?”
when he betame archbishop, he
changed his life to rigorous asceticism. He
wore a hair-shirt, washed the feet of the
sick and the poor, and fasted according to
strict ritnal. The story of his quarrel with
Henry 11 ending in his murder is well
known. He was canonised by the Pope,
and his shrine became a popular centre of
pilgrimage. Itissaid that, in a particular
year, £ 640 were collected at his altar,

"while only onme penny was found at the

altar of Christ. This popularity continued
till Henry VIII, during the Reformation,
destroyed the sanctuary and dispersed his
bones, '

Medieval faith (including superstition)
was at its height during the Crusades. At
the time of the First Crusade, Peter the
Hermit went first towards the Holy Land
with a disorderly crowd of followers mad
with religious frenzy. On the way, Jews
were massacred. Hungarians, Bohemians
and Bualgarians were robbed and insulted
by the: rabble, as it passed through, and
they retaliated by. killing many of them.
At last, they joined another band led by
Walter the Penniless at Constantinople.
The undisciplined crowd occupied its time
in plundering and burning houses and
stripping lead from roofs till the Byzantine
Emperor got rid of them by hastily shipping
them off. They crossed the Bosphorus and
landed in Asia Minor, by now a miserable
and unorganised crowd, The Turks had no
difficulty in falling on them and destroying
most of them. A few managed to save
themselves only by turning Muslims.

NEW YEAR GREETINGS CARD.

Picture—Ghandhiji climbing up a mountaia

with a Cross. Size :—53" X 33"

By‘Beg. B. P. per 100 6— 6—0
Per 50 3—5—0 per 25 1—-12—0

INDEPENDENCE DAY CALENDAR
Size:—20"" X 30" FOR 1948.

B0 Picturss tncluding Gandhifi with Cross .

By Reg B. P. per 100 20—0—0
per 50 11—0—=0O per 25 6—0—0

8amplea againgd 8 As. Stamp.
A. R. P. Press;, Kunnamkulam.

Wzﬂ



\

258 THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

Some -other crusading bands, id their
journey to the Holy Land, took a goat or
-& goose as their guide under the impression
that these guides were possessed by the
Holy Spirit,

A more organised force reached Palestine.
At Antioch, their drooping spirits were
revived by what seemed to be a divine sign.
A lance which was supposed to have pierced
the side of Jesus was dug up, St. Andrew

~was believed to have informed a priest ;
about the exact site where it wounld be found,’

Even in those days, one dared to say that

" the priest invented the whole thing. The

highly displeased priest offered to go
through the ordeal of fire to prove its
truth. He was taken at his word and had
to undergo the ordeal. He died in a few
days of the burns he sustained.

The most tragic of these effects of faith
was the Children's Crusade, The chief
preacher of this was a boy of 12 who

believed that he was ordered by Jesus to
organise it. But, while most believed that -

" the Crusaders were inspired by God, a few
whispered that the Devil was at the bottom.

The poor children reached the sea and were.

.- astonished that it did not at once open a

passage for them. Now, some cunning mer- -

chants appeared on the scene, and generous-

~ .ly offered to carry them across to their

‘,_destination in" their ships free of charge,
. The unfortunate children were sold by the
- scoundrels in the Muslim slave-markets.

" ..We cabnot depy that amidst the nume-

<. rous - galaxy ~of high-minded and pious
- churchmen there were a few black sheep
" at times. - Sacerdotal celibacy was decreed

by Pope Biricius as esrly as 885 A D, yet
- even by the time of Gregory VIII, seven
centories - later, three consecutive arch.

‘Lishops of Rouen had wives or concubines.”

‘Freeman (Life of William Rufus) narrates
‘that Ranulf Flambard, -the minister of
-William-IT, once. gave a banquet to the
.monks of his ses ‘of Durham. In this, he

istress and " had & family. - Of course, at
hat period,

:forced ‘them . to “eat. forbidden food served
by forbidden women. . Flambard ‘kept-a

mwany - clergymen. had coucubi.

nes. (Froude, Short Studies Vol. 4 p. 42.)
But none reached the peak of wickedness
attained by William II's minister,

Cardinal Wolsey of England was so

full of pomp that even his master-cook was

dressed in damask and wore a gold chain
round his neck, Burnet calls Wolsey lewd
and vicious, He had an illegitimate daughter
wwhom he made an abbess. It is said that

‘St. Francis of Assissi atoned for his earlier

profligacy by energetic religious exercises

which included unmerciful scourging, In

deed, flaggelation played a promiuent part

.in the conquest of lower passions, Peter

the Hermis rescued a maid from a soldier
who tried to seduce her and, during this,
his inclination towards her became so sinful

‘that he locked himself up and endured a

severe flaggelation, The early Church

Fathers record similar experiences. Extre. -

mity of self-discipline- was witnessed
amongst the Trappist monks. They wore

hair-clothes and girdles of iron wire and -
-thorns. In winter, they slept in the snow,

and, in summer, amongst nettles and thorns.
They used scourges wmade of hard and

knotted strings, which cut the skin. After.
‘energetic scourging, vinegar and salt were

dripped on the wounds.” = -

- It is sometimes, debated whether such
repression conld be fruitfal. St. Anthony
who lived the chastest life confesses that
Satan tempted him with obscene pictures.
The notorious  Bishop Guichord was the
paramour of Jeanne de Champagne, Queen
of Navarre and wife of King Philip the

.Handsome of France. The order of Knights

Templars was suppressed in the 14th cen-

.tury by Pope Clement, one of the charges

being that they indulged in bestial and
unnatural vice. Pope Paul V had to'issue
a bull in 1612 against priests who, in the
confessional, - solicited women to immoral
actions, It is said that when Anne of
Austria, the neglected wife of Louis XIII,

became the regent for her child, Liouis XIV -
_(born after 23 years of a childless marriage),
. her minister, Cardinal ‘Mazarin, bought a
house close to her palace, and a door was °
“‘made in the garden -wall for his sarrepti-
-tious visits to her. Yet, judging the question

i
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fairly, we should readily admit that, on
the whole, the clergy lived up to the exact-
ing ideal demanded of them by the Church,
and the baser instincts were as a rule
sublimated so as to serve the cause of God
snd man with unflinching zeal.

Of course, all institations have their up\s
and downs. The Papacy had also its dark

- record. The 10th century was onme such

period. Such was the strife of clerical

factions that Pope Stephen VI had the-

remains of a preceding Pope exhumed,
dressed the body in pontifical garb, placed
it on the Papal throne and had it tried. The
verdict was, of course, unfavourable, and the
corpse was mutilated and thrown into the
.Tiber. Another Pope, John XII, who
began his poatificate as a boy of 19, shocked
Rome with his mad pranks and debauchery.
The worst period of Papal degeneration was,
however, the later Middle Ages. One of the
Popes of this time, John XXI, was said to
be more -interested in mathematics than
religion and to have hated monks and friars,
When he was killed by the fall of a roof,
rumour had it that Satan himself had been
seen pulling down the supports of the roof.
Peter the Hermit who became Pope Celes-
tine V was easily deceived by all. He gave
away every post which anyone asked—some
times the same appointment over and over
again. There is a story that one of the
cardinals terrified him at night through a
hole in the wall, inducing him to believe
that he was sent by God to urge him to
leave the world. Finally, Celestine abdi-
cated and retired to a cave. The cunning
cardinal became Pope Boniface VIII. A
man of imperious temper and sharp tongue,

he was incredibly vain. In 1300, whenthe

Papal Jubilee was held at Rome, he seated
himself on the imperial throne wearing a
crown, a sceptre and a sword and shouted
‘I am Caesar, I am Emperor ”. -

Urban VI's election was marred by the
‘invasion into the palace of a mob which
howled for an Italian Pope, and the cardinals
“had to flee for their lives. Urban, who was
very arrogant, called one cardinal fool and
told another that he had talked enough. He

cared only to advance the interests of his

family- During his pontificate began the
Great Schism, and a rival Pope, Clement
VII, held court at Avignon. When it was
suggested that both the Popes should bs
deposed in the interests of church unity,
Clement became so violently angry that he
died of an apopleptic fit. Boniface IX, suc-
cessor of Urban VI, wasso avaricious that he
sold everything—even permission to violate
all rules. When celebrating the DMass, he
used to discuss finances. Benedict XIII,
successor of Clement VII, promised before
his election that he was for all sacrifice in
the interest of church unity and would
# ghdicate as easily as I take off my hat™
After election, he announced that he would
never give up the Papacy till death. A Popa
at Rome—Gregory XII—spoke eloquently
about the need for unity and declared that
he would go on foot to meet his Avignon
rival—Benedict XIII. But, actually, neither
of them would meet, and neither obeyed
the Church Council of Pisa which attempted
a settlement. That Council deposed both
and elected a new Pope—Alexander V.
Buat, as the others refased to yield, there
were now three Popes. At last, the Church
Council at Constance ended this confusion.

-
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It persnaded Gregory XII to abdicate, John
- XXII1, successor Alexander V, a man
stained with gross misdeeds, promised to

abdicate, but tried to evade his promise by .

flight. He was caught, imprisoned and
<depo=ed Clement VIII who had succeeded
at Avignon defied the Council and kept up
a shadowy court in Spain to which he
retired ; but died in a few years, All Europe
accepted Martin V, the Pope chosen by the
Council of Constanca,

But, the bad period was not, still, over.

Church dignitaries in the 15th century spent

their time in hunting acd gambling and
‘openly had mistresses. Pope Bextus 1V
ordered two of his soldiers who were about
to fight aduel todo it before him so that he
: could amuse himself with the spectacle. His
snecessor, Innocent VIII, was the first Pope
to recognise his children -in public. His
successor, Alexander VI, was notorious for
the murders he arranged. Dancing and
gambling went on in the Vatican itself.
_Cardinalships and other posts were sold in-
- discriminately. His mistress was openly
called in Rome as “the bride of Christ ™,
-There are unspeakable stories of orgies
.when the Papal guests witnessed perfor-
mances of stallions ahd mares, or of courte-
sans and gallants. The Pope conversed
~ while Mass was being celebrated. When he
- was absent from the Vatican, he left in
- charge his daughter; Liucrezia. During the
~ Jatterpart of his pontificate, his son, Gaesar,
becama the master of all Papal territories
by craft or force. There is a dark suspicion

. of “incest between Caesar and Lucreziaj .
"< but it is unproven. = Another ‘Pope, Leo X, -

Tﬁé 'féersénal 'Assistant to the Hon'ble
mlster for Education ‘and Labour, U.P.,
wntes from Luoknow under date, . October
Please reier to ‘the-. arhcle o Educa.tmnal

1 282-288°

Reform in the U.P,”’ by Gautama, on pages:
{ your Educatzonal Remew for .

-~ *#’ l -

declared after his election, * Liet us enjoy the -

Papacy, how we had got it” But, already,
the worst period was over, With Paul IV

_began the series of high-minded Popes of

great integrity whose religious zeal uprooted
all abuses. The fnnd&mental nature of the
Church had not been damaged and she
again took up the moral aad religious
leadership she had successfully wielded in
the past.

. Indeed, this temporary lapse should not be
regarded ‘as peculiar to the Mediaeval
Church alone. Wherever there is a moral
breakdown and degeneration in general,
such abuses are bound to happen. A recent

instance is from twentisth-century Russia, -

During the rule of Nicholas II, the last

Tsar, the monk Rasputin had & sinister hold

on him and his German-born queen,
Alexandra Feodorovna., This monk is said
to have had a pair of strange eyes which
cast a hypnotic spell on his victims., Unclean
and always drunken, he was against all
prevalent ideas of morality, His central
teaching was: ‘* Without repentance, you
cannot get salvation. But, how can you
repent unless you have sinned? Hence, sin.”

. In an atmosphere charged with the fumss
“of benzoin, hs would make menand women

dance. Then, lights would be off and un.
mentionable things follow. The * rascal
monk ” betrayed women 4s he pleased, and
many highborn Russian ladies considered
themselves sanctified by his holy touch.
His malign influence in church and state
ended only when in 1916 he was shot dead
by a group headed by the Grand Duke

" Dmitri Pavlovxtch

. EDUCATIONAL REFORM IN U.P.~A REPLY.

Beptember 1947 which has come to the

_notice of the Hon'ble Minister. The article

is surprising, as no Bill of the kind men-
tioned and criticised by Mr. Gautama has
been sponsored by the Hon’ble Minister for

Educatxon, nor is he aware of anyone else
-who is sponsormg a sxmxlat Bxll :

SCHOOL BOOKS AND EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHERS
By Sar 8. SupraManiA Alvam, B.A.,, L.T. Retired Headmaster and Author | Madras.

HE Provincial Government has been
appointing from time to time men
from among District Educational Officers,
Professors in colleges, and afew select head-
masters of high Schools to scrutinise the
books submitted for consideration and
to approve such as in their well-considered

opinion are fit for use in high, middle, and

elementary schools. How many of the
D. E. O's and the professors entrusted
with jthe  work of approval have had
experxence of . tea.chmg in secondary or

elementary schools, is & moot point.
{

In the first-place, the question arises:

tAre the D. E. O’s and professors who are

blissfully or woefully ignorant of actual
classroom work competent to consider and
pass & book intended for secondary or

' elementary school pupils ? The wearer alone

knows where the shoe pinches; the teacher
alone is competent to pick and choose
books fit for his pupils, A good number of
experienced teachers or headmasters must
therefore be appointed to form a committes
for the selection and approval of books for
pupils in secondary and elementary schools,

The appointing authorities musst take nnte
of the fact that they should select half a
dozen teachers, among whom may be head-
masterd, who have ‘taught a particular
subject for no fewer than five years and
who have been recommended for member-
ship by District Educational Offizers,

The Registrar of tha Text Book Com-
mittee must see to it that each member of
the Committee is provided with a copy of
each book on a subject that is submitted for
consideration. There should thus be formed
subject-war committees each of which
should consist of no fewer than five mem.
bers.

In makma the appointments or nomina-
tions, techmca.lly speaking, the Director of
Public Instruction should not allow him-

self to be guided by the assumption which
often proves an erroneous notion—that the
headmaster or an assistant master of a city
high school is preferable to one in a
mofussil institution, We have heard enough
ot Mayavaram Narayanaswami Aiyar,
Kumbakonam Krishna Ayyar and Swami-
natha Ayyar, Tiruvalur Subramania Aiyar,
and Chittoor Parthasarathy Mudaliar who
held their own as against any of their
compeers in the city. .

Again, up in the north there were lions
of headmasters whom the Andhras were
proud of and delighted to honour. Why
then not have a majority of such distin-
guished headmasters on the T.B. Committee?

To take up the Publishers’ tale, we have
among them impecanious men on the one
hand, and well-to-do but close-fisted ones on
the other., They are adept at studying the
hard lot of their needy authors and pay them
by way of remuneration petty sums of money
barely sufficient to meet their weekly house.
hold expense. They purchase from needy
teacher-authors manuscripts fcr a few tens
of rupees and these poor authors feel elated
at their sudden and surprising elevation to
the rank of authors. The handing over of
Ms, by itself is not the whole job of the
poor author; he has also to oblige the
publisher by going round among his profes-
sional colleagues and canvassing them for
adoption of their books in their respective
schools., That is the way of the Publisher,

The teacher-author, who with his low
salary finds himself at a loss to make both
ends mest, has two ways open to him
to supply the deficiency. The one being
private taition to pupils at the latter’s
residence, the other is authorship, of
course. . These two fields are congenial to
him, and they do pay in proportion to his
professional reputation and attainments. .In
the field of authorship, scores of efficient
teachers are petted and patronised by
the shrewdpu blisher, and are placed above
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want. And this is not often the case
with the generahty of the teaching profes-
sion.

Authorship is an irksome job, An
author of School books should place him.
self within the confines of the prescribed
syllabus for the class for which he writes
he should not exceed, or fall short of them,
He should not talk or write over the head

of the pupils for whom he writes. He -

" should therefore equip hxmself Well and
express himself clearly.

The General Texinook Committee must

"go into sub-committees, as many a3 there

are subjects. FEach member of the sub-
committee should submit a report of his

opinion on each book examined and send it -

on to the secretary in a sealed cover. He
- should not subject himself to the influence
of the wily publisher. A swarn declaration

~

to this effect is recommended to be obtain-
ed from each member immediately after
his appointment, ,

The Secretary to the Text-Book Com-
mittee should prepare a general statement
containing the opinions for and against each

_book and the one supported by the majo. .

- rity of votes should be passed.

In this connection it will not be ont of
place to suggest that each publisher should
be made to submit to the secretary along
with his publications a statement showing
subject-war the nuwmber of publications to
be considered, the names and attainments
of the respective authors, and the amounts

paid to them by way of remuneration. And

this requires to be insisted on in the case
of each pablisher so as to give no scope for
any shady transactions.

NEWS AND NOTES R

Under the auspices of the Teachers’
Association, Tirthapati High School, Amba.
samudram, the Education Week was cele-
brated in the premises of the school on 8th.
'9th and 10th October, 1947,

: On Wednesday, the 8th October, 1947
*'+ there was a Bharati National Song Compe-
. tition open to all boys and girls.  About 60
- boys axid girls took part in the competition.

+ On Tharsday, the 9tk October, 1947, there
' was a public ‘'meeting. 8ri A, 8. Srinivasa '
+. Iyengar, . retired teacher of - the school,
premded Sri A Kantbxmathmathaplllax
-and Sri E. H. Parameswaran, Headmaster
" of  the school, welcomed the. gathering.
."Messrs. - R.: V. Krishnaswami Iyer, Vakil,
:"Ambasamudram, C. 8. Ramalingam Iyer,
“* Assistant, T, H. 8., Ambasamudram and M.
<8, Venka.tacharl, Asmstant. Tilak Vidyalaya,
+, Kallidaikurichi, spoke on *‘Education—Our
‘Cultural ’ Hentage.",, “Bducation in Free
India? 'and ° “Na.tmn - .Building — The
gf'.l‘eschets Role " respectively.  The Presi-
_dent, in his concluding address. sttessed the

need for clear thxnkmg before launchmg a
new educational plan,

The meeting on the last day was presided

- by Sri N. Vasudevan, the District Educa-

tional Officer, Tinnevelly West. 8ri 8, R.
Subramania Iyer, Assistant of the school,
welcomed the gathering. Messrs. M. R.
Kandasami Pillai, - Tamil Vidwan, Tirtha-
pati High School snd M.. S. Subramania
Iyer, Assistant, Tiiak "Vidyalaya, spoke on
*The importancg‘ot’ the mothertongue and
‘The Teachers” Charter’. The President

‘then distributed ' the prizes to the winners
_in the Bharati National Song competition.

Then Messrs., G. Subramania Iyer, Assis-
tant, Tirthapati High S8chool, and K. A.-
Venkatesan, Senior Deputy Inspector of
schools,  Ambasamudram ~ spoke on ' The
State and Education ’ and * Education’. The
President in his ‘concluding speech -made
references to the defects of the present
currioulum and pleaded for a better carri-
culum and & better method of Teaching and .
Learnmg in Free Indm T :

EDITORIAL NOTES

DR. MORTIMER Wheeler, Director

General of Archaeology, Dominion
of India, laments the
I. Promotion present position of arch-
of Archaeologi- - seological studies in
cal Studies - India, as' the official
Archaeological Survey
of Indxa and the archaeological depart-
ments in the States hold a practical
monopoly of archaeological exploration
and excavation. He rightly holds that
archaeology, like other sciences, can
flourish only on a basis of healthy emula-
tion and informed criticism ; as otherwise
the official departments may degenerate
into conceit and self-complacency, like
the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge
in the 18th century, feeling themselves,
in the words of Gibbon, "“above the fear
of a rival and below the confession of an
error.”

Dr. Wheeler thus suggests that the
Indian Universities should actually begin
to encourage archaeological research and
training.

" Let not these words be taken up with-
out a seemly preparation. "It is not asked,
for example, that Allahabad University
shall send out an ‘army of students
to-morrow to attack Kausambi, or that
Patna University shall forthwith hew up
the hallowed ground of Rajgir or Vaisali.
Trained leaders are the first essential:
men paid by their universities for a solid
twelve-months' training, and then paid
by their universities for passing on their
training in subsequent years. Experience

.has shown that, properly led, the young
‘Indian student is as apt a pupil of field-
- archaeology as is the student of any other

nation. To teach him is a pleasure and
an inspiration. He learns quickly and
keenly. But he must naturally have his
leader, and it is the responsibility of the
university to provide the leader. The
Archaeoclogical Survey will gladly co-

_ operate in that leader's training, provided

that the period of tuition is not unduly
restricted. In field-archaeology tuition
is useless without experience, and the

Lil—10—¢

acquisition of experience takes time. A
year's hard-work with the Survey is the
minimum required by a leader who is to
command the conf:dence of his pupils.

“If but a few of the Indian universities
will establish chairs or lecturerships in
archaeology, fill them with ycung men
having 'a knowledge of history, a pride
in their countryside, and a proper feeling
for the open air, the task is achieved. ]
have no doubt that, when the men are
ready, the necessary money (not large
sums) for their fieldwork will be forth-
coming. - But the men must come first.
Without them, any attempt to collect
funds would be premature and indeed
foredoomed. Money flows from know-
ledge and confidence, and only a trained
man can impart the one and inspire the
other.

 Until such time as s the universities see
fit to expend the small effort and trivial
sums necessary to establish their inde
pendent field researches—as for many
decades several of the universities of
America have done—that over-burdened
monopolist, the Archacological Survey of
India, must needs struggle ahead alone.
And, being alone, it must map its route
with the greater care. It must work to a
definite plan, if its tiny efforts are to
achieve major results within any measur-
able space cf time. In the ‘Technical
Notes" of this issuz [ have dealt
with the cutstanding need of Indian field-
archaeology at the present moment,
namely, the provision of careful t'me-
tables, or sequence tables of ancient
cultures in various parts of India, asa
basis for subsequent research on a more
expanded scale. Scientifically cbserved
and recorded ‘deep digging’ or 'vertical
digging’ is the primary essential. Ihave
emphasised the limitations of this type of
digging, and have pcinted out that it
will not provide that sociolegical cons-
pectus of ancient civilizations which is a
main ultimate goal of archasology. But
without it we cannot begin to adjust
our historical or prehistorical perspective,
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_ {o interrelate and co ordinate the results
of more ambitious work. And that is the
reason why the Archaeological Survey,

“in its scheme of fieldwork for the next
two or three years, has concentrated
upon short-term, deep excavations on a
series of carefully selected sites both in
North and in South India.

“In our present scrappy knowledge of -

pre-medieval Indian archaeology, two
main blanks have long been recognized.
- The first is the great gap of a millennium
or more between the Indus Valley
- Civilization (perhaps ended ¢. 1500 B.C)

and the inclusion of North-West India

within the Persian Empire (after 518 BC.).

" The second is the .main succession of
cultures in South India prior to the Pallava

- period of the: seventh century AD. In
_ the hope that North,and South may march
forward hand in hand, and &sbove all that
‘the universities of North and South may
acquire and maintain an equally active
interest in field-research, the Archaeo-
logical Survey has decided to tackle the
two great problems turn and turn about.
In the North, the first need was to deter-
‘mine more closely than hitherto the

. approximate date of the extinction of the

.. Indus~ Valley cities. Accordingly, the
key site of Harappa, in the Punjab, has

. been re investigated, with important and
“-relevant results which are described in
‘_ “this Number (pp. 58 {f.) These results
-must be followed in due course by an
attempt to find a site on which successive

:~ occupations subsequent- to the Indus
Valley civilization may. extend our know-
ledge into the Blank Millennium, and
‘may so tell us something of the material
.culture of the. formative period during
- which an Aryan language was first being
stablished in the Land of  the Five (or
.«Seven) Rivers. -On surface-indications
“there is no more likely site than the great
iound of Bala. Hisar, at Charsada, eigh-
“teen miles” from’ Peshawar, set fairly in
‘one of the main gateways -of India along
~a :likely - ‘route of Aryan invasion. Bala
Hisar is accordmgly the next objective of
he . Archa _Survey in northern

A writer in the CALCUTTA REVIEW,.
holds that it is -wrong on scientific
grcunds ito maintain

- 1L that the Indian civiliza-

An aspect of tion is of longer dura-
Tudian History tion than that of Europe.
Study. He warns us that AGE
should not be the pre-

dominant consideration but influences
which have been at work from time to
{ime, and that we should not rewrite
Indian history to satisfy our national
vanity, and “to show to the vanquishing
Europeans that we have been more
civilised than they are, or preach to the
people .a political doctrine of racial
revolt”” The sources of historical inquiry
should be much wider than epigraphy,

archaelogical remains and numismatics, -

that are being mostly used now, but
should include the methods of palaeonto
logy and archaeology, and draw on bio-
logical, anthrorological economic and
physiographical data. i )

“Thus he observes :

" There have been two kinds of history
in India. One kind described India’s
backwardness owing to the emasculation
of the people by the enervating climate,
and the other was revivalist and vagquely .
hinted that foreign - conquest hampered
India's development. Both the types have-
been obsessed by foreign conquest.” The

first went to the extreme of suggesting a

permanent ~ slavery. Pundit Jawaharlal

‘Nehru's DISCOVERY OF INDIA is a

history of India written with political

.motives. Oneis to prove India's unity,

and another to explain India's backward-
ness. The latter is ascribed to foreign
conquest. But foreign conquest cannot-
be an accident. It must have a cause or

- several causes. Since India's enervating

climate is hardly a satisfactory- answer,
the causes must be social and political.
Social and- political -causes contributing

- to India’ conqguest by the British or earlier

by the Muslims ,could not have arisen
overnicht. The fact is that India's social.
and ‘economic backwardness was 1es:
pons1b1e for its fallmg a prey to-succes-

:slve conquerors The chfference between
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a foreign conauest and an internal revolu-

- 4ion is that whereas the latter removes

the social and economic backwardness,
the former takes advantage of the back-

-wardness and perpetuates it.”

Dr. K G. Saiyidayn, has characterised

" the promotion of concord and har-

mony as being the out-
IIL standing . contribution
The Spirit of of Asian culture through

" Asian Culture the ages.

“Al]l the great religions of the world—

Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam—

had their original home in Asia and,

~ whatever may have happered in their
" history from time to time, they were

essentially movements for the "unification’
of peoples and for bringing them together
on the basis of certain spiritual truths and
values. In the fields of Arts and Crafts,
Literature and Philosophy, they have
tended on the whole, to stress the signifi-
cance of Creativity, Peace and the Spirit
of Humanity rather than wealth,and
power and material demination. 'lhey
have sought the creative rather than the
possessive happiness as the goal of life.

‘Even in Science they have been concern-

ed more .with the pursuit of truth than
with the commercial or sanguinary
applications of scientific knowledge. Is
it not a well-known fact that gqunpowder,
which was invented in China, was used
there only for the harmless display of
fire-works and it was left to others to use
it for projecting pieces of lead at a terrific
speed into the bodies of human beings ?
And, of course the great scientific triumph
of preparing the Atom Bomb did not fall
to the lot of any Asian nation. In fact,
the roll of the realiy great men of Asia—
men who are held in universal atfection
and esteem--would read like a list of
names which could do honour to the
Nobel Peace Prize.”

‘It is, however, true that the East has,
on the whole, been anxious to stress the
supremacy of the spirit and, generally
speaking, the West has concentrated
more and more-—particularly since the
Industrial Revolution—on the develop-
ment of ‘Power’ fo the detriment of what

has been described, in the East as
‘Vision’. This has resulted in a divorce
between Power and Vision which has
been detrimental by both depriving
Eastern cultures of dynamism and effec-
tiveness of organisation and injecting into
Western cultures the germs of self-
destruction which tend to disrupt them
through the generation of intertiai~con-
ficts and discords based on gqreed,
selfishness and expleitation. In the
words of a great modern poet of India,
addressed to the nations of the West, in
the early decades of this century:

'Your culture will commit suicide with
its own dagger; a nest perched ona
fragile branch is destined to be unstable’!

And who dare say to-day that he was
exaggerating things ?

" In the month of October, Madras
had the privilege of listening to two
I tt}l;xoughtful C?c‘i((:{:]relsse'fs. don
. e scope and ideals of edu-
Tvg%Pégrl?égt_‘s cation by the Prime Minis.
tional Ideals ters of two Provinces. On
* the 6th, Sri B. G. Kher,
Premier of Bombay, delivered the Convo-
cation address of the Madras University.
Three days later, our Prime Minicter, Sri
O. P. Ramaswamy Reddiar, addressed the
new graduates at Annamalainagar.

It has been customary on such occa-
sions from the days of the samavartana
ceremony described in our ancient bouks,
to dwell on the necessity for character-
building. Both the distinquished speakers
have dealt with the subject, each in his
own way. Sri B. G. Kher pleaded for the
creation of a new idealogy through a
radically reorganised educational system
in order to preserve the fruits of the
newly won freedom. " We have solemnly
resolved,” he reminded the new Madras
graduates, ' in our Constituent Assembly
to establish in our country a free, demo-
cratic and equalitarian scciety, and it is
obvious that the establishment and
maintenance of such a society throws a
far greater responsibility on its members
than any type of authoritarian society.”

Itis certainly true that every age
requires its own idealogy, and our age is
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no exception to this rule. But the prophets
of new idealogies often forget that. they
have not a clean stele to write upon. The
past may be an inspirer, a strong founda-
tion to build upon or merely dead wood
clogging the way. But it is there and
. demands 1o be dealt with. One feels that
the Bombay Premier had not paid suffici-
ent attention to this aspect of the question.
There is throughout his address a sugges-
tion that our people require to be trained
- and strengthened in character, asif they
have no character to speak of just now.
Confounding literacy with culture is a
fashionable mistake nowadays, and often
leads us to ignore the wealth of character
~ that we already possess as a nation. One
wonders too whether the deplorable
events in the north are not in a great
measure due to the preaching of hall.
~baked idealogies without reference to
the past or-the present.
" On most of the other matters which
the Madras address touched upon, all
interested -in education will be in hearty
agreement: He pomted out that the chief
“significance-of the scheme of Basic Edu-
. cation lay in its attempt to bring the
_ school into vital relationship with the life
- of the community. Understood' in this
_ light, there need be no quarrel with
. Basi¢ Education at all. Only it should be
“made sufficiently elastic to cater differ-
"ently to different areas. Sri Kher gave
- his blessing to the Madras proposal to
.“insist on a-year's social service by the
--gradiates before the conferment of
- degrees. Finally, he commended to them
.. the great ideal outlined by Alexis Carrel:
.~ Culture without comfort : beauty without

luxury: machines ‘without enslaving”

- factories : science without the worship of
~ matter— would - restore to’ man his intel-
“ ligence, his moral_ sense, his virility and

Sri O P, Ram aswamy Redd:ar set before
~ the‘Annamalai graduates a new idealegy.
5 wh1ch is yet not divorced from the cultural

of - T I pray to God " he

. lead him to the summltx of his develop-.

service, Mahavira's akimsa, Vivekananda's
learning, and Mahatma Gandhi’s devotion

to truth* And he quoted the famous -
address to students in the Taittiriyo-~

panishad: * Speak the truth. Do your
duty. See that your family is’ continued.
Do not fall from truth or dharma. Do not
forget the good. Do not discard wealth.

Do not forget your duty to your ancestors

and.the gods. Consider your mother as
your God. So also, your father, your
teacher and your quests. Always do
faultless acts. Follow the good that you
saw in us (the teachers), but not the other
things. There are men greater than us.

" Honour them.".

The Prime Minister also stressed the
need for reviving the ideals of the ancient
gurukula. These were, as he pointed out,
never narrow. There was a tradltlonal
division of the curriculum into sixtyfour
subjects: and in our gurukulas were
taught the Vedas, the itihasas, dharma.
.sastras, painting, music, drama medicine
and a host of other subjectss The
purpose of education is to draw cut the

perfection latent in every human being.’

“1t is, as it were, the remcval of the
curtains of the ignorance which cover the

atma, the storehouse ~of unlimited .

W1sdom

- Finally, Sri RamasWamy Redchar urged
the graduates to discharge the debt of duty
that they owed. to the villages. They
should remember that it was the .rural
taxpayer who had borne the greatest part
of the burden of educating them.

One point in the Premier’s address is
clearly controversial.- Speaking about
Basic ' Fducation, he "said that it was
devised by Mahatma Gandhi to educate
children without books, to establish a
direct correlstion between the body and
the mind through handicrafts, and to train
the five senses properly so as to help the
students' spiritual nature as well as the
economic interests of ‘the community.

Educational experts differ sharply on the -
value .of a bookless education, and it
‘would be part of wisdom™ to experiment

cautiously in novelites like these, -

) - 14A/Sunkuvar Street, Triplicane, Madras.

1. Bhagavatgita by ' Prof.
M. Rangacharya, M.A., 3 Volurnes
each at e .. 5 0 0

Life Size Bronze Statue of tb{ late

Dr. U. V. Swammatha Iyer.
2. Rupavatara by the same

author ip Two 'velumes each 2 80
3. Sri Bhashya

Special Price) .. 4 0 0
4. Meghasandesa e 0120
5. Gandhiji's 75th Blrthday

edition ... . .. 12 8 0
6. ;Gandhiji's -

Do  or Die Mission 3 O‘ 0
7. Kumarappa, J. C.

Villagism, Socialism etc. -« 5 0 0

8. Maurice Hindus
Mother Russia . 5 4 0

9. Vedanta byCR. .. 1 0 o T

10.  Lous Fischer The Great This Bronze Statue.is prepared
Challenge .. . 10 0 0 by Mr. M:N. Ramachandran, Artist

11. Narayanaswami & Narasimhan
Economics of Indian Agriculture

& Sculptor, son of the late Rao

eachset .. = . -~ 7 8 0 Bahadur M. S. Nagappa-
12. Reddy, P. C.:- Revision notes
Economics. 1 80 Statues & Statuettes in Marble,

We stock the text books prscribad
for students of Madras, Andhra, Anna-

malai, Travancore & Mysore Universities, Ferro-Cbncrete, & Oil Paintings’

Bronze, Imitation Marble and

We can supply ' Guides ' and ‘study etc., undertaken.
helps’ to the various University exami-

nations and also Text Books. .
For Particulars, please write to ;—

We can supply School books and books MESSI'S NAGAPPA & CO
ao ) . 3

for Libraries.
.‘ ‘“ Chitra ' Niyas

The Educational_!tta;iéw Book Dept.

324, Narsingapuram, Mount Road,
MADRAS,
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A DETIALED SCHEME FOR A RURAL UNIVERSITY
By Dzr. K. N, K1, M.A, Pa.D. (Columbia),-Director of Education, Jodhpur, Rajaputana.

. THE greatest drawback in the present

apiversities in India from the point of
view of the rural population is that they im-
part education which has not much relation
to rural life and makes people hanker after
arban Life, much to the neglect of the
welfare of the villagers and also greatly to
the -detriment of the production of food,
clothing ard building materials for the
nation at large. : l

Till recently we -were importing mainly
manufactared articles from foreign coun-
tries. Now we are importing even
food from abroad at fabulous prices.
both these processes should go on for a few
years Imore, we shall have to consider
seriously whether our nation will be solvent
at all, let alone maintaining our self-rerpect

. as a nation. If we fashion our institutions

of higher learning so @s to subserve rural
interests, or rather start and maintain them
in villages, for studying and investigating
village occupations and industries and for

enabling the graduates produced to follow:
ocecupations  and industries.
- throughout their life and thus be leaders of

these rural

thought and action in villages, a great revolu-
tion in our methods of life and uork can be
produced in less than a decade.

After the high school (which also should
‘be established in villages in large pumbers)

" the pupilsshould be given opportunities in

_Rural  Universities, of studying’ optional

subjects like agriculture, horticulture, dairy-

farming, sheep-breeding, rural textiles etcy

Lil—11—1.

for degrees in science, and rural sociology,
rural economics, rural education etc., for
degrees in arts. At the Intermediate stage
two-thirds of the time could be davoted to
the optional group and & third of the time
for languages, which will be the regional
language, Hindustani and English. In the
higher university classes, almost the entire
time should be devoted toO studies and
research in the scientific, technological and
arts sobjects. The medium of instruction
should be the regional language.

Tostruction in the designing and construc-
tion of appliances and machinery needed
for rural occupations and industries should
be emphasised and these will have to be
produced in the region itself as far as
practicable,

‘Tt is estimated that out of a million
people, about 28,000 are of a very superior
intelligence who will profit by university
education and another equal pumber could
be expected to take advantage of higher
studies. About 5000 of these people could
be expected to be studying in the university
at any one time, 4 rural university for
about a million population cannot be regarded
as an extravagant goal, The United States of
America have a university or institution of
university grade for about 75.000 popula-
tion, Canada has a university for about half
a million people and Russia has a univer-
sity for about 240,000. In India there i &
university for as large & population as
29 millions. That is one of the reasons
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why peorle of the former countries are
econcmically more advabced than we are
erd we are as backward as a pation can be,

The Rural University will encourage -
adults of all ages (15 to 90 years) to take .

higher education Ly holding special classes
to suit their time and interests and offering
free education. The state should finance
the rural universities and consider the
money spent as an ipsurance against famine,
pestilence, and disease. The sfate should
employ .only graduates of rural universities in
all national activities which affect rural life,
Only then will the 85 per centi of the
population who live in villages prosper.

In & note on my article, “Ruralizing
University Education *’ published in the

*Harijan’ dated October 13, 1946, Mahatma .

Gandhi asked me to devote my energies
to evolving a workable scheme of Rural
‘Universities and in an article * Grama
Vaidya Peetha” which he wrote in ‘Harijan
Sevak’ of the same date giving a gist of
wy scheme, he said that if the Central
Cabinet and the Provincial Cabinets wounld
take the scheme as their own, much good
- would accrue.

With a view, therefore, of placing before
the public a workable scheme of a Rural
University, I give below an outline of the
objective, rules and schemes of studies that
may be adopted in Rurul Universities,

OBJECTIVE OF A RURAL UNIVERSITY

- The objectives of a Rural University
are :— : '

1. Enabling intelligent and capable
village youths and adults to pursue studies
at  University Jevel 7e., higher than the
accredited high school level, in subjects
which are intimately connected with their
immedisate living and to conduct research
in these subjectst and arrange to dissemi-
nate the results among the villagers so as
to enhance the knowledge of the rural
population about their own cccupations and
increase their efficiency in carrying on these
occupations,

2, ' Stimulating village youths and adults

. to conserve whatever is ennobling in rural

culture and developing. it so as to enrich
the physical, intellectnal, moral, social and
artistic llife of the rural population.

8. Developing in the rural population
a strong sense of rural citizenship which
will enable them to conduct their own
affairs with integrity, efficiency and unity.

4. Arranging a system of adult education
which will be continued throughout the life
of the adults by their intimate connection
with the activitie of the Rural University.

ORGANIZATION OF THE UNIVERSITY?

The Management, Supervision and Cont-
rol of the Rural University shall be vested
in a Board of Trustees consisting of the
President of the University, the Vice-
President, a representative of each of the
major interests of the Province or State,
namely Educa,t_ion, Industries, Agricnlture
and Communications, four. representatives

. of the Houses of Legislature from among

S 1 Group A—(1) Agriculture (2) Horticalture. (3) Sericulture (4) Dairy farming. (5) Poultry Farm-iug
{6) Sheep.Breeding. (7) Bee-Keeping (8) Fisheries, - (9) *Rural Textiles (10) Rural Sanjtation & Hygiene.

“ {11 Rural Home-Making including nursing. (12) Rural

Electrical Engineering. (13) Rural Communications

incinding Civil and Mechanical Engineer‘;ng. .(14) Rural Building-Trades & Architecture (15) Pojtery

" 16) Utensils (17) Forestry,

fogeration ete, -

formed by thqsi private bodijes, -

a .

. . Group B—(1) Rural chioldgy. (2) Rural Ecanomics. {3) Rural Reconstruction. (4) Rural Education,
--.{9) Statistics with reference ta Rural subjects, (6} Retail selling and Distribution. (7) Rural Banking and

R S Fég the Universities that will be established by gdvernments the latier will sanction the Act
Ordinances and Vtules. 'Private bodies, which may establish Rural Universities will obtain Charters from
the local governments and get the approval of the Government for, the ordinances aud rules that may be
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those members who are elected from rural
constituencies, four senior-most Deans or

Professors, as the case may be, of the.

University, and four members elected by

the Registered Alumni of the University.

The President shall be the Chief Execu-
tive Officer and in his absence the Vice-
President, both of whom shall reside in the
Campus of the University and shall identify
themselves with the interests and aspira-
tions of the rural population.

The Board of Trustees shall make
ordinances, administer the property and
funds of the Rural University, direct the
use of the common seal of the University,
accept donations and transfer any movable
or immovable property on behalf of the
University and be responsible for maintain-
ing the standard of teaching and examina-
tions in the University, for which purpose
they may summon any members of the
teaching stafl to attend the meetings of the
Board when any particular matter requiring
their counsel may come up for considera-
tion. - ‘

The Board shall publish from time to
time the names of High Schools recognised
by them for sending students to the Rural
University.

The Board of Trustees shall have power
to appoint a Commission periodically to
make a detailed survey of the organization
of -the University and also the standard of
teaching and achievement in the University
and such other matters as may be referred
to it by the Board.

FACULTIES

The Professors and Assistant Professors
in each subject and such other persons as
the Board may nominate shall constitute
the Faculty in that Subject, a Deanof a
College or a sepior professor being the
chairman. The Faculties shall draw up the
syllabuses in their respective subjects for
the various examinations and also schemes
of such examinations consistent with the
standards to be aimed at for the progress
and betterment of rural life and submit
them to the Board of Trustees through
their Chairmen for approval. Each Faculty

shall conduct the examinations for the
varions degrees in the respective subjects
as per rules and submit the results} the
Board through their Chairman.

When a student is admitted to a course, it
shall be the duty of the members of the statf
on the respective Faculties to see that he shall
complete each credit successfully. Failure
should be extremely rare. If a student does
not attain the required competency in any
item of a syllabus of the selected course, it
shall be the duty of the members of the
staff to give him more coaching and practi-
cal work and bring him up to the required
standard, taking more time for the course,

EARNING BY STUDENTS

It shall also be the duty of the members
of the Faculty to see that the articles
produced by the students in the science and -
industrial sections are as far as possible sale.
able. The students shall get half the sa'e
price after deducting the cost of raw
materials and reasonable overhead charges.
The whole-time students should earn part of
their expenses at the Unwersity by getting
their share of the sale price or by getting
some employment during their attendance
at the University., A4 University Student
Employment Bureauw under the general
guidance and supervision of the Board of
Trustees shall be maintained to assist the
students in getting employment during
residence and also after getting the Degree
in cases of need. The staff should co operate
in the work of this Bureaw and train the
students to be self-reliant.,

ADMISSIONS

Method of Admission :—

Admission to the First Year University
class may be obtained by:

(1) presenting a certificate of having
passed the final examination of any High
School recognised by the Rural University
or an equivalent or higher certificate, or
(2) passing an admission examination
conducted by the Rural University.

The minimum age for admission to the
First Year class is completion of fifteen

years, The candidate should have the
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requisite physical stamina to stand the -

strain of practical work to be testified to by
the University Medical Officer.. Admissions
to higher classes will be regulated by the
Board of Trustees by epecial rules.

Adalls of the age of 20 years and above,
who may not have the requisite qualifica- -
tions mentioned above for admission to the

First Year - University Class, may take any
courses without being eligible for any
degree, provided they give satisfactory
evidence that they will profit by the course.
They will get a certificate in which will be
noted the courses they may obtain. - They
- will also be eligible to take courses in optio-
 nals meant for higher degrees, provided thay
" have the experience and ability to undérgo
them successfully and provided they have
been engaged in these pursuits in the
region and -are likely to benefit by the
~ training. .

. Btudents may enter the Umversnty at the
’ opemn}gﬁof any of the fol_low;ng terms:

First Term: 15th June to 15th October

N Second 'I‘erm. 1st November to 1st
Mereh

Summer Term: 25th Ma.rch te 25th

‘The University may confer the followmg

| 5 degtees"j

- 1, ~Associate in Science. (Four_terms).
9. Associate in Arts. - (Four terms).-
“=" "8, DBachelor of. Sclence. (Four terms
SN after Afc) S
L 4. Bachelor of Arts. (E‘our terms after

L;';_AA) ) -
.5, Master of Scxence (Two terms after

B Sc.) =

- Doctor of Phllo:,ophy ('Pwo terms

two terms or moxe)

the day.

© 8. Master of Arts. (Two terms after:

after M Sc. or M.A. and a research disserta-
tion which may take a_ further perxod of
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ACADEMIC WORK

Adviser : Each student is assigned to 4
member of the faculty who will act as his
adviser to assist him in selecting his subjects
so as to secure a well-rounded education
and in interpreting the reqmrements for a
degree.

CRED]TS

The unit used in determining the
amount of work required for a degree is

the credit which represents one hour of

class work per week per term or two hours
of practical or field work per week per
term.

Students 'who are unable to take the full
pumber of credits for a term for want of
time may take as many ‘credits as they can

conveniently, and finish the rest.of the

credits - in subsequent  terms. Tuition

in some  subjects will" ba " arranged -

in the evenings and nights for: the conve-
nience of those who have to earn durmg

EXAMINATIONS

.~ The progress of each student will be
_judged by his day to day performance by

the teacher concerned, a detailed record of

-the judgment being maintained sond com.
" municated to him from time to'time. The
teachers should try to pull up backward _

pupils by timely advice and- instruction.
There' will also be a terminal written
examination in each subject at the close of

~ the term, and & viva voce wherever needed,

The Faculty in each subject will determine
the performance of the student for earnmg

success and degree.

MILITARY TRAINING

The ‘main object of Militasy Training is

to equip the students with necessary discip-

line as citizens, for participating in the
‘defence of the country, - It -will also afford
the government a wide field for selection of -
‘the prospective Commissioned Officers of -
the Military Dopartment. especmlly in txmes ‘
“of WAar emergency.: .. - S

(To be contvmued)

MADAME MONTESSORIS INDIAN MISSION:

By 8ri R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR, Headmaster, Sarvajana High School , Peefame%.

TWO gifted personalities, after distin-

guished records of public work in their
own countries, made India their home to
serve her, IMadame Montessori's opening
the Besant Cultural Centre at Adyar is an
event of supreme significance. Both are
kindred sounls, drawn together by the affinity
of their cultural ideals aad spiritual kinship.
Dr. Besant had always claimed that her
principles of education, especially for the
first septennate, are in accord with Montes-
sorian principles. Madame Montessori has
often acknowledged Dr, Besaat's moral
support to her educational system 3 and her
association with the Besant Cultural Centre
seems to have been ordained by t.he great
gods above. -

Like Dr. Besant, Madame was drawn to

‘India by this country’s contribution to the

world's spiritual progress. Born m Italy,
the source of European art and the' zealous
keeper of most beautiful monuments which
tell step by step of its past and present
glory, she felt impressed by the descriptions
of the jewels of architecture of the holy
places in South India and the carvings and
sculpture of the famous Rock Temples of
Mahabalipuram ;. her intellect has been
stirred by the philosophical systems of Sri
Sankara and Ramanuja and the spirit of the
songs of the Tamil poets. In a peroration
reminiscent of Dr. Besant's, she said, I
feel that India wakes, and I foresee the day
when, lofty and imposing, crowded with dis-
tinguished individualities, endowed with
spiritual strength, India will offer to the
world the light which will dissipate the

-shroud .of the darkness which enfolds it.

India will then make known the charac-
teristics of true service and will teach to a

materialistic world the wvalues to be_culti-.

vated i in order to obtain & human society in
which' peace and seremty will be the
rule and not the exception.” She believes
that principles of education which are based
upon a feeling of love for the son of man
and which do not coasxder race and religion,

could flourish and find a fertile application
in India, a land which has kept through
the centuries its attachment to purely
spirtaal values through peace and which has
always extended its generous goodwill
to men. So she throws upon us all an
obligation to understand and profit by her
educational message. Madame Montessori
mentions another object of her visit to
India. Bhesays: *1 have come here not
merely to teach a method of education, but
rather to fuse all the aspirations of my soul
with the aspirations of this greatest country.
For the enrichment of human koowledge it
is necessary that the experiences of the
diffcrent races should be fused together.
That fusion will bring abouat a fraternity
that will bring spiritual unity to the world."’

Another strangs coincidence, The year
that gave India our Mahatma, the apostle of
non-violence, gave Italy the apostle of love
for the child. Born in 1889, and graduating
in medicine in 1894, she started life as an
assistant doctor at the Psychiatric Clinic in
Rome, and thus came in touch with the in-
mates of lnnatic asylums and idiot children.
She studied the pzdogogicil treatment for
the various diseases of defective children
according to the method initiated by Itard
and elaborated later by the French physi-
cian, Dr. Seguin. Children considered sub-
normal passed the State examinations credi-
tably 5 and they could not be considered
backward at all. Dr. Maria divined that
the doctor's successful  *physiological
method” might prove equally efficient for
normal children, too, and might develop or
set fres the personality in a marvellous
manner. She left the school for deficients,
and was for two years in charge of the State
Orthophrenic School. The intuitive guess
or feeling became a passion with her,

It would ba interesting to know the ordeal
through which great souls pass in their
quests for truth. The world is familiar
with the labours of Madame Carie in her
experiments on pitchblende for the discovery
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of radium, Madame Montsssori’s study of
the pedagogical method revealed a similar
devotion, She translated into Italian and
copied out with her own hand the writings of
Itard and Seguin from beginning to end and
made for herself books as the old Benedic-

~ tines used” to do before the invention of -

printing. She has recorded that she felt the
need of modification and that she resolved
to write the entire volume by hand in order
that she might have time “to weigh the
sense of each word and to read the spirit of
the author”, Then with the help of an
English {riend she translated into Italian the
English edition of Seguin’s she got from the

discarded library of a private gentleman

in New York. It struck her that the

doctor's method based upon the individual '

study of the pupils and upon the analysis of
physiological and psychological phenomena
would pave the way to a complete human
regeperation. - ‘

In 1906, she got an opportanity to put her
"theories into practical test when she was
asked to organise infant schools in tene-
ments for children between 3 and 7 years of

" age. It was at thisstage that she organised
the ** Children’s House'’ for paying attention
to the education, the" health, the physical
and moral development of children. The
House shall have a Directress, a Physician
and & Caretaker, The Directress shall fix
the programme and hours of the House.
- The privileges of the Children’s House will
" be open to those parents who will agree (a)
to send their children to the House at the
appointed time, clean in body and clothing,
and provided with a suitable apron, and (b)
to show the greatest respect and deference
~ to the Directress and to all persons connec-
“ted with the House, and to cooperate with

"/ the Directress herself. In 1912, she pub-

“1 ~ lished **The Montessori System”, describing

. Her CaILD-IDEOLOGY.”

,i‘dj(‘ﬁh;i}e:Staﬁd- p.i:ighf her educational
. 5ystem, - we should understand the child.

foundation of a healthy society, and: the
source of all progress. The problem of the
child is a vital social problem, the most vital

her revolutionary system of child-education, °

ideology of her conception. The child is the

of any. It bears upon the future of man-
kind, of every class, country and race. The
child has a power essential to the construc-
tion of society, to the further destiny of
man.- It is in childhood that these qualities
are built up, developed and fixed up in our
personality, The child is the father of the
man. He is the being who in the near
future will perhaps be able to show his own
power. The most important thing in the
world is the getting into contact with the
soul of the child. No civilisation and no
culture will be complete until the secret
of the child’s soul is realised and understood.
All the social problems and other problems
which confront us can be solved by realising
the value of-the hidden manin the child,
reforming education and placing the human
nature of the child as- the centre of all
activities. The child may be our protector.

The child is the only foundation on which

we can build a new and a better world.
The child is a guide, because he reveals the
psychic laws of the formation of men; and
children have the marvellous power of
transforming themselves according to the
conditions of the environment to which they
became adapted. The child is the man In
process of development. - Once. the child's

spiritual powers are revealed, adults will -

realise that spiritual forces are present in
families, because of children. The child is
the missionary in the family, sent by Godto
every home to teach man spiritnal powers ;
the child is in fact the teacher of men.

Every child born has in itself divine powers

given by God.: The child is the zealous
keeper of all the gifts of the race, cf its
tongue, of its culture, of its physical and
moral health,” All this reads like the postry
of childhood, the dream of a seer and a
visionary. What can a practical educationist

achieve with this faith, this vision in the

Divine powers of the child? This faith is
real to Dr, Montessori. With great poignancy

- she says, "In the incomprehension of the

Divine powers of the child, I see the cruci-
fication of the Messiah taking place in the
life of every child in the home and in the
school, as its divine qualities are destroyed
systematically by the ignorapbce or the uns

“ gwareness of the adult in his treatment of
~ the ghild." R '

P
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Reviewing her philosophy of child ideolcgy
from a mundane plane, the value of educa-
tion from the earliest years must be patent
and is corroborated by the researches of
Prof. Freud. * Most mental disturbances,
nervous breakdowns and social micfits are

~due to defective training in early childhood.”

All the human faculties are acquired by
children before education is thonght worth-
while. The child’s psychic development
includes periods of special sensitivity only
during which definite functions of the mind
can be acquired naturally. During these
periods the child is impelled within himsalt
towards these functions; and imposition of
unsuitable activities will result only in
strain, , The child has in it the laws which
guide its physical and psychic growth ; and
education should be so fashioned as to
appeal to each 'sensitive * period the child
goes through in the course of his develop-
ment. Childhood is & period of greatim-
portance for the storing up of satisfying
experiences with things. Sensory and mus-
cular training is essential. Every child has
the craving to touch or remove or replace
things and compare them, Every surface,
every solid, every liquid within tiptoe-reach
offers the child the touch and motor experi-
ences in regard to form, texture, direction;

distance, and so on. The sensibilities in the -

child’s development are explained by her by
referring to the Dutch scientist Ruge De
Vries' researches on the “sensitive periods”
in animal life. For example, the butterfly
caterpillar must feed on tender leaves, and
yet the batterfly lays its eggs near the trunk
of a trees The caterpillar is strongly sensi-
ble to light, and -follows the summons of
light wriggling on till it finds itself on the tip
of a branch and among the budding leaves
that give it nourishment. When the cater-
pillar has passed through its first stage and
is full grown, and when it can eat food, it
loses its sensibility to light, The sensibili-
ties are transitory and limited to the acqui-
sition of a determined characteristic. ~ Once

.. one characteristic is developed, the corres-

ponding sensibility disappears. Similarly, in

' the growth of the human child also, * the

inner sensibilities determine the selection of
necessary things from a many-faceted en-

vironment and of circumstances favourable
to development.,” In these sense-relations
between the child and his environm'e,gt lies
the key to the mysterious recess i»’which
the spiritual embayo achieves the miracles of
growth. Dr. Maria Montessori has designed
her mechanism, her **Montessori apparatus”
to enable the child to acquire & mastery of
his environment in many of these periods
of sensibilities, This didactic material de-
vised by her contains within itself the
control of error and makes anto.education
possible to each child. The exercises follow
a definite sequence which suits the growth
of a child’s mind. Thus are observed the
sound principles of education ; namely, every
child must be treated differently from every
other child ; no human being is educated by
anyone else, and all growth must ensue from
a voluntary effort of the child himself. The
teacher’s task is to aid in the child intellec-
tual or emotional development by helping
the child to be freer, and sensitive to his
*inner urge” and to the demands from
outside. Then he will be fulfilling the
purpose of trne education, viz. * free the
life-process for its own most adequate fulfil-
ment ", in the language of the great educa-
tionist, John Dewey,

FrrrpoM AND DISCIPLINE.

The above brief account of the ideals and
practice of the Montessori system of educa-
tion would be incomplete without reference
to her ideas on freedom and discipline.
Freedom, as is well-known, is the
keynote of the Montessori method. But
freedom is synonymous with activity,
and not incompatible with discipline.
She has said, " Freedom and disci-
pline are the two sides of a coin "

‘Freedom must necessarily be active. That

individual who has been rendered artificial-
ly silent as a mute and immoveable as a
paralytic is not disciplined, but “annihilated."
That individual only can be called rightly

disciplined who* is master of himself and

can therefore regulate his own conduct
when it shall be necessary to follow some
rule of life, This concept of active discip-
line contains a great educational principle,
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~ he discipline through freedom cultivated
_ through habit and practice will enable the
~child to perform easily and correctly the
simple tasks of sccial ‘community life, too,
and thus imbibe collective interest and
good breeding. We must check in the child
-whatever offends or annoys others or
" whatever tends towards indecorous or
" impolite acts, But all the rest—every
mar ifestation baving a useful scope, what-
ever it .be, and under whatever form it
expresses itselfy must pot only be permitted,
but must be observed -by the: teacher with
- patient watchfulness and alertness, \ for the
proper moment to put the child in a *learn.
ing environment.” But when the child
manifests a tendenecy to wviolate collective
-good or express his liberty in an indecorous
manner the tendency must be rigorously
suppressed, Montessori reccgnises that there
“are sitnations'in life when immobility is a
necessity, such as sitting in & lecture-hall
or at a concert. But there again she emphasi.

* ses that it should be disciplined immobility,
_ disciplined silence, like disciplined activity-

- and disciplined freedom, Freedom can-
‘express itself in movement as in listlessness, -

. Her advice on this matter may be given in
. her own words:— = - '

- “If we can, when we have establishéd

individual discipline, arrange the children,
_ sending each one to-his own place in order,
- trying to make them understand the idea
- that thus placed they look well, and that it
is & good thing to be thus placed in order,
~ thatitis a good and pleasing arrangement

" in the room, this ordered .and - tranquil
~ ‘adjustment of theirs, then their remaining
“"in their places, quiet and- silent, is the result

‘of a species of a lesson, mot an imposition,

" To-make them understand the idea, without
~ " calling their attention” too forcibly to the.

‘practice, to have them assimilate a principle
- of collective order—that "is ~ the important
thing oo . s PR

nd : voluntarilya. without- commit

“The learned doctor is convinced that an
astonishingly “free” and perfect discipline
:could be built ap" with quite tiny children. -
;In her “view,+ s room in which ‘all.the -
hildren move bout usefully, intelligently.
) rilya ' ting any -

' B -
rough or rude act is a class-room very
well-disciplined. Otherwise. class.-rooms are
“rows of butterflies transfixed with a pin.”

The great educationist emphasiges' that in

“order to be actively disciplined, the child
must first acquire the idea of ‘good and evil.' .

The child must be made to understand that
goodness is not immobility, and evil is not
activity. The Montessori discipline is discip-
line for activity, for work, for good, and not

for immobility, not for passivity, and not -

for obedience. There is great consdlation
for the teacher that certain safeguards have

.been provided for in the rules of the

Children’s House. Children shall be expell-

ed from the House who present themselves -

unwashed or in soiled- clothing, who show

“themselves to be incorrigible, and whose

parents fail with respect to. the persons
connected with the House, or who destroy
through bad conduct the educational work
of the institution, I am reminded of the

principle laid down by the famous Dr. Arnold

of Rugby in the conduct of his institution
that “'sending awsy boys is.a necessary and
regular part ¢f & good system, not.asa
punishment to one, but as a protection to

_others.” Dr, Arnold accepted the Head-
mastership of Rugby, only after this right .
claimed by him was conceded by the trus-
tees.. He wrote to -a- friend,  *'I should not .-
‘like to enter on an office which I could not™ -

discharge according to my own views of what
ts right.”” The right to expel is only a safe-
guard for maintaining the .good name of

the institution which recognises the principle

of “Freedom for the‘ Child,”

' If, as Madame Montéssori expects, the

child could know always what is good and

what is evil, and if the teacher could educate -
the child and instil ‘in him the power of
discriminating between -what is good and
- 'what is evil, and if this facalty new develop- -
ed could enable the child to meet with all
‘sitnations in after-life, the solution of the
“world’s problems is no tough job. - Again,
it" is  doubtful if, even granting that -
-child-education is' important ‘in the forma.
‘tion of man and the better ordering of the -
“world, the Montessori system of education
order

could be given the first place in the
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of priorities in our country’s educational
programme, when we have not established

free elementary education for all, and

could not follow up the education from 3 to
7 with education further beyond 7, for all
the children in our land. However, as
an educational experiment, a network of
Montessori institutions should be established
by philanthropists and aided by the Provin.
cial Gpvernments, and research should be
organised for studying the laws of the
development of childhood. We have to
realise that if we relax discipline and give
freedom, there might be a development in
t}:e child's personality ; but at the same
time the relaxation of discipline brings un-
pleasant consequences. When freedom is
allowed, culture suffers, and the amount of
study becomes less than it should be. The
world needs today more than ever greater
culture, greater discipline, and stronger
personalities. What Madame Montessori
said at the Montessori Congress in Edin-

- burgh before coming out to India needs to

be pondered over again and again; for
several teachers believe the Montessorian
freedam for the child to be freedom un-
‘connected with discipline. She said in 1938 ;
‘We cannot live without discipline. In
order to have discipline we must have

_ freedom; and to have freedom we must

have discipline ; but to have both, freedom
and discipline, the teacher and the child
have to raise themselves to a higher level.”

Reference was made " at the outset to
Dr. Besant’s Montessori system of educa-
tion. Bhe has said, “The first seven years

_ are dominated by the senses, and their

training is the education fitted to these

years; for this, the child should have as

much freedom as is consistent with his
safety, that he may show out his qualities,
his tastes, his impulses, that the teacher
may rightly meet his needs and impart the
knowledge he seeks of all the things that

. surround him. Every generous impulse

should be encouraged, every selfish impulse
tenderly checked, never by a harsh word

“or look, so that the child may be utterly

fearless, trustful and confident, Up to 1,
the body shonld be the first care, and
lessons should be- in the form of play, and

Lill—=11==2 -

great freedom of choice shoald be allowed.
No care in after-life can restore the stamina
of the body ill-nourished or unwisely/“ouri-
shed during the first seven years of 1ife,”
Mahatma Gandhi bhas emphasised the
importance of training in the first seven
years. Addressing the Basic Education
teachers at Sevagram in 1944, Gandhiji
said, "Originally, this new edncation was
intended to cover only the first seven years
‘of a child’s education viz., from the 7th to
the 14th year. As a result of further
thought, I have come to the conclusion that
this education should cover the whole of
life from the moment of conception to the
moment of death,” Again, on sanother
occasion, he emphasised the importance of
attention being given to the child from as
early a stage as possible, He said : “I must
have my eye on the children right from
their birth, I will go a step further and
say that the work of the educationist begins

even before, For instance, if a woman

becomes pregnant, Sha Devi will go to
her and tell her, *I am a other as you will
be. Ican tell you from my experience
what you should do to ensure the health of
your unborn baby and your own.’ She will
tell the husband what his duty to his wife
is and about bhis share in the care of the
expected baby. Thus the "basic school
teacher will cover the entire span of life.”
If the care of the child during the first
seven years is admitted to be important in
principle, would it not be advisable to study
and introduce the scientifically devised
scheme of Montessori training, with adapta-
tions, if necessary, to the conditions of our
country ?

The venerable Doctor believes that a
new civilisation will come into being, a
civilisation made of love and peace, a civilisa.
tion dictated by the laws which God has
placed in every man that is born. Her
great India mission, her inspiring message
to the Indian teacher is this: Incarnate the
spirit of the great Indian people to all your
children, rich or poor ; India’s great contri-
bution to the world will be transmitted by
the awakened spiritual treasures of India's
children to the peoples who are waiting for
India’s message to the world, :



BLAZING A NEW TRAIL IN EDUCATION.

By M=. 8. H. Woob, Formerly in charge of the training of teachers in the Briﬁsh
- . Ministry of Education. :

‘ THF most significant educational achieve-
. ment in England since the end of
Werld War II is the establishment of
'* Emergency Colleges™ for the training of
teachers. These institutions are remarkable
for three reasons in particular,

In the first place the students who attend -

them are mature persons, nearly all of whom
were - pursuing occupations other than

teaching before the war and all of whom

have, during the war, performed some form
of National Service. - Not one of them is
moving from school direct to college, In the
- second place, the Ministry of Education, for
. the first time, is accepting for purposes
- of qualification, a course of one year only

~(actually the course extends over about 13 -

months) as adequate for students who are
not university graduates. The minimum
course for the non-graduate has hitherto
_'always been two years, In the third place,

. the training of these mature students is en-
trusted not to the professional trainers of

~ teachers, but._to practising teachers in the
" . schools, most of whom have never had any

. -experience of training others for the pro-

fession. B o
TMMEDIATE INOREASE NEEDED.

© . These three significant features merit
" further consideration. - The fulfilment of the

~demands - two- things “in the supply of
teachers : first, an immediate large increass

output, greater than in pre-war years, in
order to ‘keep the increased establishment
"_permanently up to strength, The latter is
8 long-range problem which can be planned,
if not at leisure, at ‘any rate withont rapid

rovisstions,
. But the immediate increase  required can

urgently executed plans. . When the Minis-

" intentions of  the Education Act of 1944 -

and second, a steadily maintained annual -

be secured “only by "drastic measures- and.

try decided to offer a year's free training to-

anyone deemed suitable, man or woman, on
demobilization from the Forces or other
forms of National Service, no one could
foresee what the response would be. In fact
90,000 applications have been received and
it is probable that 40,000 of the applicants
will be accepted. -

What sort of men and women are these,
and what "“methods snd standards of selec-
tion have been applied to them? They
range in age from about 22 to 334 they

- belong in variety from the wartime omnibus
- conductress to the officer in the Forces with
- five or 5ix years’ service, much of it over-
. seas 3 from men and women who left school

at 14 years of age to those who completed a
full-time secondary education up to 18
from those who always wanted to be
teachers, but were prevented before the war
by various circumstances. to those who have
of choice spent years in some other occupa-
tion and only now turn their minds to
teaching. : C
. Tae Test.

‘What are the  standards of selection?
Clearly they are not just, * How much does
this applicant know ?” but rather ¢ Is this
man still growing ?”* or * Does this woman
reveal the temperament and grace which

‘suggests thatin 10 years’ time she will still

have her head above water ?”, In shortthe
test is not present attainment but potentiality
judged - by all the evidence available re-.
garding educability and character. f

Natarally, the first cry—and it came from

the well established teacher—was that this
‘was dilution ; and, of course, it may be dilu-
_tion judged solely by academic attainment
or pure knowledge at the moment of enter-. |
ing the profession; but, judged by standards
~ of experience of life and social awareness, it
‘will result in an enrichment of the profes-
“sion, Tt s T \ :
.- The colleges, 'some 30 of them, each:
‘accommodating on an average about 200

s~

AUBTRALIANS

students, are full of life and experiment,
Some of them are single sex institutions and
some are mixed. Some are mainly resi-
dential and some ' are mainly day colleges.
Many of the students, both men and women,
are marrted, and some have children, The
only complaint of the staff is that the
students cannot be persuaded to *' let.up” or
relax.

These men and women are burning to get

_ to their jobs and they regard every moment

of their training as significant. They will
be on two years' probation when their in-
tensiva course is completed. Daring this
pericd they will be expected to undertake
some directed reading and attend refresher
courses. Some may fail to make good; in
any case a ruthless standard of snitability
must 'be applied during the probationary
period in fairness to the teacher himself, no
less than to the children in the schools.

BECRET OF SUCCESS.
Two things remain to be said, These
students in training will not undergo any

|
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formal examination at the end of the course.
Month by month or at other convenient
intervals there is an assessment of each one
of them by the staff of the collega. In this
way those few who are not justifyinz/their
selection are firmly weedad out. Tue other
extremely significant factor making for the
success of thase colleges is that the Ministry
has not prescribed how the colleges are to
be conducted ; nor, save for very general
guidancs, has the DMinistry or aay other
external body planned ths curricnlum.

In effect the ministry says to the staff -
before each college opens, " Get to know one
another quickly, because in the course of a
few weeks wo shall present you with 200
students of diverse ages, abilities and exs ’
periences. Don't ask us how they are to be
trained because we don’t know. Find out as
you go salong”. This attitude on the part
of the Ministry is the secret of the success of
the colleges, It inspires confidence in the
staff who feel free to blaze a new trail in
training. :

AUSTRALIANS DEMAND BOOKS.

By ANDREW FA;INY:, Ph, D,

lT is clear now that the Army Education

Service in World' War™ Two has had a
powerful long-range effect on Australian
life. Service Libraries can be thanked for
this, -

In spite of continuing post-war production

. difficulties, Australian publishing figures are

soaring, and the number of titles published
in 1946 passed the 1000 mark. New library
laws have been passed in these States. Adult

- Education Councils ars being formed, exist-

ing Workers' Educational Association- classes
are packed beyond capacity, Common-
wealth and State authorities are now begin-
ning to yield to the public pressure for more

. money for books, -libraries and education.
That such pressure does exist is undoubtedly

due to & great extent to the returned service-

man. While in the Services, he hashad a -
foretaste of what an aggressive adult edu-
cation scheme coupled with an extensive free
library service, means. He liked it. He
wants more of it.

The notion that books are weapons had
won almost unanimous recognition in
Australia, as elsewhere, in World War Two.
Daring the war the Services Education
Schemes, which were made responsible for
the provision of libraries, had to face pro-
blems of very great complexity.  In Britain,
in America, in Russia, wartime library
services were logically .built on  existing
civilian library resources and were backed
by local publishing. Australian civilian
library services were—and to some . extent



~ throughout the Commonwealth, Local
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still are—inadequate in varying degrees

_publishing was still in its infancy—a healthy
baby, but certainly not yet fit for military
service. The'average yearly title produc-
tion of Australian publishers before 1939
~was 400, and only a fraction of this figure

. refers to fully bound books. An original

and independent library service had to be
created in Australia out of nothing.. Books
had to be bought and assembled, the first of
all found, « They had to be catalogued and

_processed, And then transported fo and

distributed in, remote areas—New Guinea,
Bougainville or Borneo, -

Ths establishment of Army libraries

- began in 1939 when it was decided to set up
. reference lihraries inall training centres.

But things moved slowly, The Department
of the Army becamse perplexed when first
hundreds and then thousands of pounds were
asked for *books”. It wasthe generous
response of the then Prime Minister John
Curtin to a personal appeal from the Com.
mander-in-Chief in 1942 which made the

" large-scale establishment of these libraries

~ possible. '
Then the organised, extensive acquisition * gervices in other armies where as a rale
only textbooks were supplied entirely free

of books began. All this had to be done at
-a time of world-wide shortage of books.

. The shelves of Australian bookshops were

ESEEN

e

bare of many titles. Liocal publishing was
-crippled by shortage of paper and man-
power. London's publishing centres ‘had

" been bombed and in the seas were U boats.
“But for that spirit of co-operation which

“men. show in time of -stress, Australian
‘Army libraries would not have been possi-

. ble. - As it was, booksellers and publishers

in Australia, the United States and Britain

- rallied to help, By the end of 1943, the
. Army Education Service had a library of

153,000 volumes, .
- By the middle of 1945, 600,000 books

Library. : It had, of course, no fixed loca.

< ®

Australian and Allied soldiers alike, . .
~‘Reference . books . covering 1700  diff-

had been bought for the Army Education

tion,” but moved with the troops through

the .South. West Pacific. It was open to - pleasure of reading for information, study

and self-improvement.  The benefit these :

vent titles ‘Were orgenized into Standard They sustained morale in the heat of

Reference Libraries, These were set up in
hospitals, edacation centres and Army head.
quarters, mostly outside the Australian
mainland. Four thousand Circulating Box
Libraries each housing 40 books were
circulating from unit to unit. Near the end

of the war, twelve Text-book Libraries,-

consisting of more than 4000 volumes each,
were sent overseas to provide the texts for
the education plan which was to be carried

~out during the pre-demobilisation period.

,When, in 1943, correspondence conrses at
university level were thrown upon to service
students, a Services Textbook Supply Depot
had to be organised. Service stndents’

‘success depended on the availability of text-

books, and a central organisation was set up
to acquire textbooks and to sell them to
servicemen against a debit in their paybook.
By the beginning of 1945, this Depot carried
45,000 volumes of 1,200 different titles and
handled an average of 2,500 transactions
a week. e :

-The Australian Army Edﬁca.tion, Library
aimed at fostering the reading habit, and

recoguized it as its major educational task.

In this respect it differed from library

and books called “ recreational reading” had
usually to be paid for, if not by the in-
dividual, then on unit funds, . ’

The conception of the Ausfralié.n 7 Army
Circulating Box Library had also an element

of novelty in it. They circulated all sorts of .

books together—detective stories, art books,
poetry, novels, sociology, history, travel etc,
were sent in the same box to the same

readers. . There was, of course, some waste; .

the * heavier ” book was not always read.
But by carrying such " variety of books

~ into units, new worlds were opened to men
who had never tried serious reading before.

Driven to reading these books, partly by -
boredom, but wainly because they were -

within their reach, they discovered the

libraries conferred on soldiers, was immense,

WHY NOT THE FILM STRIP ?

vt*ight'ing or during ‘periods of frustration,
' The untrained mind was taught to read; the
habitual reader was kept in touch with

current thought and literature.

With the rapid domobilization of the
Services these war-time libraries have been
dispersed, perhaps too hastily. Bat a nucleus
of the service has been retained in Japan

[

and on mainland establishments, Army
libraries have been retained in all Common-
wealth Territories, particularly in New
Guinea and Northern Territory, ap” are
now being administered by the Ccinmoa-
wealth National Library.

In the life of the Australian who saw
active war service, books hava come to stay.

e ——————

WHY NOT THE FILM STRIP?

By NeiL GOKHALE, Bombay.

AS
OR a considerable time schools in this

country have used visual education
methods consisting of magic lantern and
slides, the more progressive types even the
episcopes. The former projects the pictare
by transmitted light and the latter by
reflected light. Often both methods are
incorporated in one instrument, that is, the

‘Epidiascope. I am doubtful if this is, for
. the average school, desirable, as separate

instruments may either be used together in
one classroom or supply the needs of two
different classrooms in the school at one and
the same time. The actual condition of use
will decide whether the instruments are
best used singly or in combination.

The magic lantern suffers from the dis-
advantage of requiring as a rule large
numbers of heavy bulky and easily break-
able glass slides, Recently however, film-
slides have been produced for use in magic
lanterns. These are films bound between
pieces of clear glass of lantern slide size and
placed in the carriers. Thisis a somewhat

complicated procedure and some time is .

lost., The advantages in storage, transport
and durability of such film-slides, however,
outweigh their advantages and film slides
are fast replacing the old glass type of

. slide. : :

A development in transmitted projection
of stills which is becoming increasingly
popular is the film-strip method. In this a
series of pictures, sometfimes with captions
upon them or onsections between them, are

printed in sequence upsn a roll of film, and
this fits on to a roller above and beneath the
lens of the filmstrip projector. To bring
each picture into view it is only necessary
to turn the knob uatil the mechanism clicks
and thereby winds the next pictare into
position.

In this manner, sets of pictures illustrat.
ing a particular feature e.g- The Wheat-
Jands of the World, can be kept together on
one roll which may alsc contain the appro-
priate sketch maps, graphical tables and
other illustrative material appropriate to
the subiect. The rolls of filmstrips are
easily stored, are easily transported and,
being tough and non-inflammable, are
practically indestructible.

Projectors for these filmstrips (which
contain pictures smaller than those of the
usual sized lantern slides,) can be obtained
quite cheaply. One for classroom prcjection
cost us, in 1939, about Rs. 250 (For longer
distances of throw and hence for bigger
halls the projectors are correspondingly
more expensive.) These are also attachmeunts
for fixing on to existing magic lanterns to
enable them to take the filmstrips,

In America, they also use the filmstrips
in combination with descriptive gramaphone
records, the point in the description where
the picture has to be changed being indicat-
ed by a “ping” on the gramaphone sound
track. The Eknob is then turned by the
operator and the new still picture appears

279 -
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on the screen, so to say “in step” with the
description that follows on the gramaphone
record, - - -

The idea can be very well adapted to
India where recorded lectures in the princi=
pal fourteen languages can be produced to
run with a single set of filmstrip pictures.

Probably the supply of filmstrips with
descriptive material in their titles and
amplified notes in the form of printed
booklets is the most suitable use of this
method by schools, An added effect which
is possible for the schools already possessing
a radio is to construct a system where the
teacher may speak into a microphone and
through an amplifier serving as a loud-
speaker. The improvisation may cost about
a hundred rupees at most and the existing
school radio thus used to serve its maximum
best.™ - ~

Certain firms are producing sets of these

- filmstrips to illustcate specific subjects and
plans. They are prepared to make up sets
of picturesinto filmstrip at a nominal charge
per picture. Thisis far cheaper than the
old magic lantern slide which would cost
much more per slide. One good advantage
of the filmstrip is that the pictares are

- always kept in correct order and the sets
are always complete. The teachers’ own
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pictures can be put on to filmstrips with the

~same care as upon the old fashioned slides.

This method of “still” projection need
not, indeed should not, drive off moving

. pictures from our schools. It will, however,

gerve to make more convenient and com-
prehensive the showing of a wide range of
still pictures necessary in school work. It
is far cheaper than moving pictures and the
saving effected in the use of still films could
bé utilised to meet the expenses of showing
perhaps fewer but vastly better moving

films in schools. The separate function of -
the still picture, and of the moving picture

in education must be clearly wo-rked out,
the moving film being used to depict things
where movement "is the essence of the

~ subject. For example, industrial processes,

men at work, historical subjects, the growth
of plants ete.,, will need the moving picture

- but views of static things such as diagrams,
“maps, etc, are clearly fit subjects for .

“stills,”’ “

This development 'of _the old magic lan.
ternin a convenient and compact form will
be welcomed by teachers who can build up
libraries of = filmstrips directly illustrative

of their work ahd including indeed, many of .-

their own photographs or of pictures which
may not be available generally to schools,

. ECCENTRICITIES OF ENGLISH SPELLING -
e Bsz Sr1 S, SU#BAMANIA ;YER,\B.A‘J,"L.T. Retired Headmaster; and Ayihor, Madras.

- WHAT pronunciation is tdépokeﬁ Engli_éh.
¥V spelling is to written. English pronun-

_ciation and English spelling are not governed -

© by rules or laws; they have their idiosyn.
_crasies with which every speaker and writer
of English has to familiarize himself. For

stance, the words 'site’, ‘sight’, and ‘cite’,

ently.- - So are. the words sow, sew, and so§

why, weigh and whey.. .
Wrong spelling is in may cases due to

ooms or farniture, which is mispronounced

“which are pronounced alike are spelt diffe-
. one and won; know and no s mite and might 5 -

V0] ling is-in may cases d adva'ntages
rong pronunciation; ‘suite’ in a suite of

by many like suit _sh"ould -be pronounced
like sweet, ' Neigh (cry of a horse)is confus-
ed with the word nay, as they are pro-

nounced alike; in such instances the .

context alone will sexrve as a safe guide,

- Examples of this class may be mualtiplied
ad libitum ; prey and pray; queue, kew, -

and cue ; quay and key ; steal and steel, and

fso on and so fo:th.

A khc;wledgei of correct accentuation
suggests - the right word and spelling—

S

K. (n), advantageous (advanta-
-‘adjus,) y profited and benefited, in both of
~which : words the syllable containing ¢ is -

—
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not accented and the ¢ is therefore not
doubled. Quite and quiet are liable to
‘confusion through ignorance of their correct.
pronunciation. While guiet is a disyllable,
guite is monosyllabic. The ¢ in the follow-
ing words is doubled because the accent
falls on the syllable ending in it remit,

_ remitted 3 acquit, acquitted.

And for the same reason we have prefer-
red, referred, and debarred. The ¢ following
s long vowel is not doubled— requited : Seat,
seated (not seatted): ¢ is not doubled for it
is preceded a lopg vowel sound. Inthe case
however of ¢ preceded by a short vowel
sound, the ¢ is doubled (fitting, sitting)

Some examples of words similarly spelt
but used in different senses are fair, fare,
bear, bow, row, sow.

. On the other hand some examples may
be given of words differently spelt but
preoounced alike 3 deign and Dane, de-
mesne and demean, rite and write, mite
and might, guilt and gilt,

: i

We propounce the following without
sounding the italicised letters in them:—
damn, indiet, lamb, wrestle, honour, kour,
talk, peasant, dough, whole, know, yacht,
vehicle. On the other hand an additional
sound isimported into the following words: —
finger (fingger), linger (lingger) mongoose
(mu’nggoos), congress (ko'nggres). The addi-
tional sound of g is not heard in singer and
slangy where the italicised suffizes are
added to the words. .

The spellings of the following words may

~ be studied with interest, and reasons found

for variation :—

Eco'nomy (not economy), egre’gious (not
eggregious) bat ag'gregate (not, agregate),
mid’dle (uot, midle), oppose (not opose)

-beginming.

In’ egregious the accentis on thesecond
syllable, and mnot on the first; hence the

non-doubling of g, whereas in aggregate -

the accent falls on the first and the g is
dpnble_d. *Economy’ is direct from Greek
oikos (== house). In accept (ad + cept)

z
&

affront (ad + front), aggrieve (ad 4 grieve),
the prefixes ae¢, af and ag are but variations
of the Latin prefix ad,

‘We should take care not to be mﬁed by
pronunciation into incorrect spelling. We
say kissed as kist; topped as topt and should
find out why we do so. The reason is
sufficiently clear; the voiceless sound of s
and p changes the voiced sound of d into its
corresponding voiceless,

Some people, (why many) mispell all
right, two separate words, as alright, of
course on a false analogy with also (all so),
and altogether (all together). In these words
one of the I’s is missing. But all right should
be written separately and never alright;
which spelling may be put down to bad
taste and is a vulgarisam,

Anyone and someone are compound
words and as such are personal nouns
(= any person or some person). “You may
give me any one book” ; here any and one -
are separate words and should be written
separately,

. Spme people pronounce loose and lose
similarly without knowing that s in the

THE FAMOUS ASTROLOGER
[Office Estd, 1924]

Recipient of many gold Medals and
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3 questions re-futarity Re. 1/- Personal coasultation
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former is voiceless and that in the latter
it is voiced (looz). - ‘

Students mispell tuition as tution owing
to the wrong notion that it is a disyllable,
It must be .noted that fuition and fruition
are trisyllables; tuioo-shon and fr-u-shun

Mileage and ninth are the correct spelling
forms of mile+age and pine+th: five+th=
fifth and ninety + th = ninetieth, In the
former, when the  suffix 42 is added, v be-
comes f and'¢ drops out and in the latter
y becomes ze. The rule though not of
universal apgplicability may serve as a rule
of thumb. . s

Students are therefore advised to learn

" and acquire the correct spelling of words.

. by frequent writing to dictation or trans-

- eribing passages they rsad, and acquainting
themselves with the etymology of words
whose spelling is very confusing and.mis-
leading, '

Ot 'dependenf' and ‘dependant’ the latter

is a noun and the former an adjective, Bat

errant, attendant (also a noun) evident ete.,
are adjectives. - The suffix or in the follow-
ing is a personal suffix :—Vendor, Inspector,
rector, creditor, debtor, visitor, This suffix
is liable to be confused with er,another
perscnal suffix in' seller, lender, doer,

teller, winner, loser, lover. From the above-

a rough-and-ready rule may be formulated ;
that or is a personal noun suffix added to
~ words of Latin -origin and er to those of
 Bazon origin. - . :

-~ The writer does not want to dogmatise
~ _on a ticklish subject like pronuanciation -or

i

‘WO plays being the same name' of
. Unmatta-RaghavaPrekshanakam have
been published so far.~ One of them is said
to- havetbeen composed by -Virupaksha,

scene, it is said’ that this Viropaksha had

‘are represented

King of Vijayanagara.” In the introductory .
- Rama apd Lakshmana follow him. Ulti-

conquered Sonth India and Ceylon. Here

spelling, That the spelling of English words
1s unreliable and not governed by any rule
or law is admitted and as a result of thisa
phonetic system e, a way of writing
developed so as to represent the sounds of
letters in a uniform manner has been
attempted and adopted. Variations of sounds
suitably by means of
Conventional symbols. ’

/Students must also adopt the recognised
spelling forms of abbreviations of English
words ¢ Sept, (September), Jan. (January),
hon, (honorary) Dr. (Doctor). Rev. (Reve-
rend). They should not “invent their own
abbreviations lest they should mystify the

reader. Mr.is the abbreviation of Mister,

and Miss that of Mistress and Mrs, is the
abbreviated form of the feminine of Master
or Mistress and is used of a married woman
as distinguished from Miss which is used of
an unmarried one. Here is a nice question
for all of us to ponder—Why doesn’t the

Oxford Dictionary have a dot after the

abbreviation Mr. as in the_case of some
others like Jan. (January)? The placing or
omitting of a dot in these instances seems
to be based on the principle that when both

the initial and the final letter of a word are”

expressed in the abbreviation, a dot or fall
stop is. not required, but when the initial
letter and an intermediate letter are found
in the abbreviation, a full stop should be
inserted. It should be noted however that
this rule is not followed by many writers

and printers. -Those who wish to followit’
are quite welcome to do so. :

’

. UNMATTA RAGHAVA PREKSHANAKAM
By Sm M B. Nnmamm imnmn, M_.So. Advocate, Bangalore City.

in the early parts of the play, the story
closely resembles ,that of the Ramayana of
Valmiki. Sri Rama kills all the Rakshasas
stationed at. Panchavati. Maricha appears
on the scene in'the form of s goiden deer.

mately he is killed, But there is no mention

»

g

Ny

. to the hermitage.

; the mental agony of Rama.
© on the scene and restores Sita to her
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of Ravana's abduction of 8ita. - But when

" Rama and Liakshmana return to the hermi-

tage, they find that Sita is not there. Then

the author describes the Unmada-avastha

of Rama. Rama asks the wind aod the
cuckoos etc., the whereabouts of Sita. Per-
haps here our author closely follows what
is stated in the sixtythird canto of the

© Aranyakanda of the Ramayans. Meanwhile,

Lakshmana leaves Rama there. He goes
to Pampa and slays Valin. Then hs fights a
bloody war with Ravana and slays him
in battle. Then he receives Sita, brings
her back, and restores her to Rama,

The other one is said to be composed by
Bhaskara Kavi. It is not possible to state
the exact date of this author. 'This work is
published in the ‘Kavyamala’ series of the
Nirnaya Sagara Press, Bombay. The manus-
cript, it is said, was copied by one Subra-
manya Sastri of Palamner, Tanjore District,
It is not imprcbable that this Subramanya
Sastri might himself hava been the author
of this work., Here also tkere is the graphic
description of the Unmada-avasta of Rama
and it follows closely what is stated in the
sixty-third canto of the Aranyakanda of
the Ramayana. But the story is different
from the epic original. Sita enters a flower
garden and begins collecting flowers. Mean-
while, a golden deer appears on the sceae.
Rama follows it, captures it and brings it
He finds that Sita is
not in the hermitage. Then the mental
agony of Rama is described in detail, Sita
had unknowingly entered the hermitage of
Durvasas, and bad assumed the form of a
deer. It issaid that when once Duarvasas
was doing penance, an apsirds, by name
Harini, tried to disturb him, Durvasas got
angry and seems to have said that any
womaun, that enters his hermitage knowing-
ly or unknowingly, should forthwith assume
the form of the deer.
He appears

original state. ‘Then he brings her to the
hermitage and kands her over to Rama.

LUi~11—3

Agastya kaew of

Bhaskara’s work can safely besaid to
be an improvement on that composed by
Virupaksha. If we read the two plays,
we shall find that Virupaksha had no reg7ard
for the time factor. But Bhaskara’s’work
appears to be a consistent whole. It can
safely be said that when Bhaskara compos-
ed his work, he must have had befors him
the play written by.Virupaksha.

Both the plays are called prekshanakams.
The earlier writers on dramaturgy meation
only ten varieties of drama. Bat there is
no mention of the prekshanalkar:. _In the
Sringara Prakasa and Bhata ' Prakasa of
Saradatanaya, there is a description of this
kind of play. In these plays, generally
there is the absence of garbha sandhi and
Vimarsa-sandhi, But here the author can
exhibit his talent in describing the vipra-
lamba sringara, But there is no originality
in both the authors, They have copied
copiously from the Ramayana.
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"~ .teachers,- The - National
- submitted to the Production Committes of

NEW DEAL IN FILMS FOR SCHOOLS
(Contributed)

OCAL Education Authorities in England

_have, in the past, had to face difficult
and complex problems in order to develop
the use of visual aids in their areas, and the
whole supply and distribution of educational

~ films has been confused and unsatisfactory.

Commercial producers would not make
educational films until there were more
projectors in schools to guarantee a market,
while schools and Liocal Eduacation Authori-
ties would not instal equipment unless they
were assured of a reasonable supply of
suitable films.

. Now, for the first time, teachers will have

a direct say in what films and other aids
they want through the National Committee
for- Visual Aids in Education, which re.
presents Liocal. Education .Authorities and
Committee has

the Ministry of Education, an interim

_programme of over 130 projects, mainly
films, which were chosen from a mass of
 ideas put forward by teachers.

_ INTERIM PROGRAMME

The National Committee, who plan visaal
education’ policy, hope to stimulate stiil
more interest by publishing some of the

Pshooting” scripts, not only as a form of

. 'guidance in ideas to the teachers, but also

~ "to'encourage them to write complete scripts
T tpemselves. t , . . :
S I PSR - !
*s_ The interim programmse was compiled by
" ® panels set up by the National Committes;
-,.along term programme .will shortly be
. ..considered. The film subjects recommended

for immediate use are directed specifically

‘at different age groups; infants (5-7 years) ;

Juniors. (7-11 years); and children 11.13,

:13-15, and those above 15 years.” Silent
as well a§,;s‘o_und pictures are recommended; aid apparatus will be made available this
-and it'is intended thatall the pictures for
‘infants, as well as some for other age groups,

will be in colour..The films range from

ple biological types; for - infants, telling-

of birds and animals etc., to subjects such
as social studies, the home, the development
of the theatre and play-acting in schools,
and the structure of international relations
for the over 15 age group.

;- Some of the films' will be experimental

and will be concerned with the teaching of

postry ; a series with school pupils as actors
using “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” to
demonstrate the fundamental principles
of play-acting ; a picture of some simple

- aspect of mathematics to test the application
of the film to the teaching of mathematics,”

A complete visual unit, consisting of films, -

film-strips, slides and other visual material
is planned for instructing teachers on the
use of these aids in education.

'SALES AND SERVICING FACILITIES

Liocal Education Authorities will eventg-

ally be able to buy or hire these films

through a central ageacy, the establishment
of which is now under consideration by the
Ministry of Education. It has been re-

commended that the agemcy .comsist' of

representatives of Liocal Education Authori.
ties, teachers, film producers
Government Departments concerned, ’ and
it will be in the nature of a sales organisa-

tion, providing library, viewing and servic--

ing facilities.

Steps are being taken to prevent the
demands for visual aid equipment outstripp-
ing production.. A survey made in 1940
showed that of the 80,000 schools in

‘England and -Wales, only - 1,400 had projec-

tors, 400 having sound equipment and the
rest silent. AR .

It is being airanged that many hundteds
of film projectors and other forms of visual

year, and the National Committee is prepar-
log recommendations for issue to Liocal
Education Authorities to assist them in

fo;mu{ating their visual aid plans.- The"

and the--
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mittee, is co-operating in advising Local
Education Authorities and other educational

a— p—

, Ministry, through the Production Com- userson the merits of cine projectors and

other types of visual equipment as they
beccme available,

THE B.B.C’S EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTS TO INDIA

By Srr T. Panpe, INpIAX AUDIENCE REsEarcE OFFICER, B.B.C. New Delht Office,

EABLY last year in Calcuita I was talking

to a young Bengali student who was
very curious about BB.C's broadcasts to
India and wanted to koow what exactly
was the purpose of the transmission which
lasts well over two hours every night and
is especially directed to this country. . Like

‘s0 many students he had not cared to listen

to the programmes, but had obly heard of
them, and like many others he had also
presumed that broadcasts emanating from
a British breadcasting organisation could

- only be propaganda—propaganda subtle but

sure, carefully planned and designed 'to
maintain the Imperialist hold on India,’'

Now, I have come across such instances
many & time before during the course of
my visit to educational institutions in various
parts of the country, but this Bengali young
man proved s really hard nut, and not till
I had actually persuaded him to accompany
me to 8 friend’s house and listen to the

. programmes for bimself (which be agreed

to do not without considsrable hesitation)
did he appreciate the nature of the broad.
casts end the purpose of the Service,

It happened to be a Sunday and the
programme that evening was Brains Trast,
I then suggested to him that he should
listen to ‘Science & Scientists,” which he
did and being himself a student of science
was intensely -interested in the series. He

;did not need apy more proof to convince
. him about the educational and instructive
- nature of the Eastern Service transmissions,

The nature of our broadcasts has by now
been fairiy widely published and most
schools of thought in India are inclined to
appreciate and welcome the BBC’s contribu-

tion in the field of cultural advancement in
this country. '

The general purpose behind the transmis-
sions from London, (which are specially
beamed to this country at the most favour-
able time for listeners here) is, of course,
the interpretation of Western culture and
civilisation—its sciences and arts and its
outlook on the varions problems of life in
order to create a cultural link between the
peoples of the two countries, and help them
to get closer to each other in the larger
interests of goodwill and world peace. It
should not be inappropriate to call it a
contribution to the sphere of education in
this country. o

Perhaps I should mention by way cf
illustration a few items constituting the
main educational element from the current
schedule of the Eastern Service............

The first on the list comes Scienca
Survey, & weekly series of talks and discus-
sions on scientific suhjects in which leading
British scientists describe to listeners—to
the ordinary man in the street as well as to
the student— what is happening in tha
world of science. Recently, in this series,
we told listeners all about atomic energy,
and talks ranging from subjects like ‘curare’,

-the South American arrow poison, to plant

hormones, have been broadcast in .the
programme, One point worth mentioning
about these programmes is that they are
pat across in a language easily understand-
able to the laymen.

Recently we broadcast an interesting
series called ‘The Study of Mankind.,” The
talks were by well known anthropologists

“who told of a number of discoveries, which -
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were made during the war years and were
uoknown to the general people owing to war

coaditions,

The ‘Written Word' which is schedaled
to come on the air again early in July next
has been liked by student listeners. In this

series we present the famous figures of

English literature and the work of each
author is reviewed by a recognised leading
authority. There is ‘Book of Verse', also
for student listeners, a weekly scries on the
works of Shakespeare by eminent literary
and dramatic critics. o

Of special interest to adult educationists
should be our weekly talks entitled ‘Liabour
and Industry’.

_and labour relations in their widest sense.
A regular speaker in this series at the
moment is Herbert Hodge, the London
taxi-driver, who has broadcast many times

- as the representative of the working man.
Incidentally, Hodge was educated at elemen.-
tary schools, started work at 15 as garage

" hand and has since been a lumber-jack and
forest firefighter, a shop assistant, a journa.
list and playwright and Canadian-Pacific
train assistant, has driven buses a3 well as

_taxis and has written two books on his

~experience as a Liondon taxi-driver.

Bpecially addressed - to women in this
country is our weekly ‘Women's Magazine-’

- Itisin the nature of a sociological pro-
.- gramme and includes (i) talks on ‘Health &

Welfare’ in which we have been reviewing
thke omissions. and mistakes made in this
particular field in Britain during the last
fifty years, and have tried to elaborate on

~ what -has been learned from experience
- and what may now -be considered to be

. practicable. The subjects included are pre-

"~ natal and .ante-natal clinics, child welfare,

welfare  factories, ~ special branches of

~ hospital work and so on; (i) a series called
*New Careers for Women' in which we

~bring to the microphone women following a

“career only recently opened to members of

their: sex: (iii)- talks by well known con-
temporary . women ; writers and women in

film industry. .- © ;

Of pecial _interest. to educationists and

Thece deal with industrial

‘ment’, a programme dealing with contro®

versial topics of current interest, We try
to make these weekly discussions fopical
and upto the minute, and persons of the
repute of Julian Hauxley, Dr. C.EM.Joad,
Tom Driberg and Lord Vansittart have
been ventilating their views oa sociological,
literary and general topics of permanent
interest.

. For students of world aflairs we have

recently introduced a weekly series called
‘Foreign Despatch’ in which we are trying

to give listeners more bickground informa-

tion, both historical and descriptive, about
countries and places in news. These are
given by our correspondents on the spot.

We have taken particular care to provide
room for programmes of special interest to
school-age boys and girls. Every week, on
Saturday, we broadcast a programme which
is specially planned and desigoed for
English-speaking boys and girls in India,
Itis called ‘Radio ‘Roundabout’. In the
words of the producer of this programme
what we try to do is ‘to hold up a mirror

not only to reflect the English scene but

the world scene as well.” Like their counter-
parts in other parts of the world, girls and
boys in lndia are curious to know things
and we invite them to send questions.
What for example, would they like to

know about plant and animal life. aboat

the moon and stars, about the world in
which we live, about what keeps them fit
and well and healthy, and how they can
avoid being ill. In most schools in Britain
there is a great deal .of discussion going on
most of the time. Once a month in 'Radio
Roundabont’ we do a specigl programime

entitled * Time of Talk’ and in it boys and

girls in India can hear a debate on some
subject, and it comes to them straight
from a school somewhere in Britain. We

‘have Tecently introduced a series on Scout-
ing which will cover the activities of the -

Boys Scouts and * Girl Guides in U.K. and
will also contain talks on subjects of interest
to listeners in this country. :

~ Por senior students planning to go abroad
eial . for studies we have Questioas in the Air
ity students has been *Serious Argu-

when, in thg,wo'rdsf of the producer of
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the programme, the 'sir’ for a given time
each week, is put at tha dicposal of the
Indian student. When we first introduced

this programme it was designed to give

the student in India an idea of England as
seen through the eyes of one of his own
countrymen studying in Britain. ‘But now,
in response to requests from .listeners, the
scope of the programme is broadening. We
are now inviting questions from students
in India—diverse questions covering the
requirements of different individuals. For
instance, we have been receiving questions
ranging from television to women’s rights
in Britain, about sport and family relation-
ships, 'about the work in fields and in
factories. A student asked the other
day as to why the English are so formal
and whether their frequent ‘please’s’ and
sthank-you’s’ are hypocritical. The idea
behind this programme is to help the
Indian stndent to know in advance some-
thing about the country he is planning to
visit so that he does not arrive there with
prejudices _and fixed ideas which prove
unjustified and incorrect. .

For the alert receptive listener, who
demands- a more ‘intellectual' fare the

Eastern Service broadcasts every week

extracts from the pew cultural service of
the BBC, The Third Programme. This
item in the FEastern Service has been
attracting considerably receptive and ap-
preciative audiences, specially in the south,
Mention must also be made of ‘The
Kingdom of the Mind’ series—talks on
Western philosophical thought, in which
persons of the intellectual eminence of

"Sir 8. Radhakrishnan, Dr. C.E.M. Joad and

Lord Lindsay, Master of Balliol College,
Ozford, have been speaking.

' The dramatic interpretation of Western

cultare and thought also finds its place in
the Fastern Service and once a week the
first hour of the Service is devoted to plays
and features which cover a wide variety of
subjects ranging from the history of
apaesthetics to ~the present day English
school system. Apart from works of con-

_temporary writers, radio adaptations of

i

novels by such well-known authors as
Charles Dickens. John Galsworthy, and
Anthony Trollope are brought on the air.

The BBC is planning to break new
ground by introducing to India and the
world at large a project with some such
title as the University of the Air. Thisis
to provide something in the natoreof a
course of daily lec'ures. It isintended to
include in the series the full range of
subjects from the curricula of the different
universities, the idea being to provide, as
far as possible, a replucement of direct
teaching in the universities. This pro-

‘gramme has been specially designed in

view of the fact that a number of people
today fail to secure admission in the
universities due to the postwar rush of
servicemen whose studies had been interrup-
ted by the war and who, naturally, get
preference over others,

Space does not allow me to writein detail
about the Indian language counterparts of
these English transmissions. But in Indian
languages, too, the content of the pro-
grammes i3 very largely educational and
we are guided by the cultural needs and

. requirements of our audience in different

parts of the country. Of special interest
for adult education are the programmes
‘Sunne Ki Baten’' and ‘Mehfil’.

‘Sunne Ki Baten’ is a question-and-
answer series and is done cn the lines of
the well known Brains Trust, the listeners-
themselves sending questions on a diversity
of the subjects, amswers to which are
broadcast from scripts written by recognised
authorities,

‘Mehfil’ is a weekly magazine programma
and among other items of general interest
it includes @ series of discussions about
village life in Britain, in which we bring
to the microphone eich week F.L. Brayne,
already well known in the Punjib for his
work on rural reconstruction. Some of
these discussions are recorded and rebroad-
cast by Air and are being listened to and
appreciated by a considerable audience
comprising both the rural and urban sec-
tions of the population,
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There is a ‘Children’s Programme’' in
Hindustani, every week, which has been
going on for well over 4 years and brings

“us our largest 4an mail.” There are weekly
hslf-hour magazine programmes in Bengali
and Marathi, which contain talks and fea.
tures and cover a wide variety of subjects,
educational and informative,

I':have only dealt with the FEastern
_Service so far, which begins at 7 every
evening and closes down at 10,15, But we
“have apotber overseas transmission, the

.. General Overseas Service, which is. also
- beamed to this country and can be heard
"~ here from 6-30 a.m (Indian Standard Time)
.. t0 10-30 p.m. One of the prograromesin
it which has elicited the largest reaction

here is a- series taken from the Forces .

eduncational broadeasts sapd appropriately
entitled ‘Plain Epglish,’ This series has

‘achieve self-expression.
listeners may have heard this series, or be -

been planned primarily for the benefit of
English-speaking peoples and is meant to
teach them their own language and to
Possibly some

hearing it in India. The London Transcrip-
tion Service also which is now a part of the
BBC provides the various national broad-

casting organisations with recorded talks
and features of an instructive nature.

‘While a fairly big slice out of the broad-

cast fare provided by the BBC for its over-

-seas listeners is already comprised of

educational and instructive items we are
always open-to criticism, and constructive
comments ‘and suggestions receive muost
careful consideration, the aim and the policy
of the Corporation being to satisfy, as far
as circumstances permxt. the tastes and
requirements of all its listeners,—T'he Indian
Journal of Adult Education.

~——t O S
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SociaL AND RErL1G10us MOVEMENTS IN THE
NineTEENTHE CEnTURY. By Pror. C. 8.
SrINIVASBACHARY, M.A, THE NATIONAL

' INFORMATION - ARD PuUBLIcATIONS, L1D.,

- . BomBav. PAGES 48. PRICE Re. 1.

" The object of this booklet is to give
. the general reader a brief survey - of the
7 social and religions movements in India in
" the nineteenth century. The Brahmo Samaj,
+“the Arya Samsj and the Ramakrishna.
vaekananda movement are noticed  and
evaluated in their. proper . historical setting.
Theosophy also receives its share of atten-

nformastion is given on a number of matters
which : the average general reader is un-
ikely to - know—the abolition of slavery in

. of juristical " interpretation to ‘Bindu and
Muhammadan: law, and -the elevation of
rimitive itribes.; A comptehenswe blblxo-

~tion.  Religious and social reforms among .
. the Parsis-and the Muslims are also dealt .
with.: Under the heading, “Other Reforms"

ndia, the’ apphcatxon .of English methods

graphy directs the interested raader to the

sources of additional information, if heis

anxious.{o pursue his enquires further.

s Altogether, we have in this book & wealth
ot little known but exceedingly valuable

information on our recent history which .
we should all do well to know. How many -

of us know for instance that India narrowly

escaped evolving a national language at the .

beginning of the nineteenth cetitury ? Liet
- Prol. Srinivasachary tell the story in three

or four brief sentences: "Lord Wellesley -
entertained the idea of developing a Hindu-

stani prose which should serve as the official
language and of fostering its development
with this view. Dr. John Gilchrist, Principal

‘of Fort William College, who had encourag-

ed this view, desired to make it the medinm
~of communication between the “English
_officials and the  people. Yusuf Ali says :

“If Persian had been abandoned" ‘then -

instead of in 1839 as the official language.
it is possible that Urdu “could have taken its

place. ‘and we should hsve to day a verna-'

“throughout India.'

‘allowed to express themselves.”
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cular language of common intercourse
By 1839 the idea of
vernaculars had been provincialised.” Dis.
coveries of this'kind await ths reader even
in the fortyeight pages of this booklet,

Ox Ebpucartion BY Mounxk Rar ANAND.
Hinp Kirass Lirp., PuBLisaers, BoMBay.
Paces 59. Price Re, 1-8,

Mulk Raj Anand is one of the few crea-

- tive writers we have among us to.day, and

it is not surprising that he should have
thought it necessary to invade the field of
education, usnally under the monopolistic
control of politicians and experts of various
kinds. For we are living in unusual times,
when every thinking individual feels called
upon to do his little bit to save the World
from disaster.

Mr, Anand poses his problem thus: “Now,
what is the kind of education that might
help the human race to survive and continue,

. with some degree of biological and-human

efficiency, against the unharnessed forces of
nature and man’s bestiality #° And his
answer is thus succinctly summed up:
“Every educationist who has given deep
thought to the problem of the 20th century
knows that the ideal of education is free-
dom, freedom from fear, freedom from
hatred and perversion, that is to say, the
freedom which helps the mind to be free
and to live. a.mlcably in any social group,
If this is true, then it is clear textbooks and
grammar are not enough, but thateducation
has to be construed in terms of the methods
by which the creative urges. or the potential
dynamics, in every child are recognised
and through which these crea.txve urges are
The whole
book is an attempt to apply this idea to the
history of education in modern India.” In
particular, he- urges that the primacy of

- art should be accepted and that the teaching

of arts and crafts should form an important
part of educational training in our schools.

With much that Mr. Anand has to say,

-educationists will be in general agreement,

But _naturally enough' there-are controver-

'sial issues raised, Discipline is neither so

chked nor so old-fashxoned 83 Mr. Ansad

would have us believe. Nor is it a deadly
sin for young men to respect their
elders or to defer to their opinions. The
damning of our intelligentsia as “the most
bitter, the most frustrated and small-
minded” may be good tactics on the part of
a Socratic gadfly, but is hardly the fall
truth of the matter. And to students of
educaticnal history, Mr, Anand’s particular
nostrum seems neither so new nor so

‘revolutionary in its possibilities, But this

is not to deny that Mr, Anand has written a
stimulating book in the incisive and brilliant
style he wields. It will jerk many people
out of their self-complacency and provoke
them to take stock of their ideas, And that
is all to the good, But let not our Minis-
ters of Education forget that Mr, Anand’s
prescription is only one among many.

The value of this booklet is enhanced by
a number of coloured plates, reproducing
pictures drawn by children, There isan
appendix of ‘“Notes on Child Art* by
Pulinbebari Dutt, These serve to illus.
trate Mr. Anand’s analysis of the essentials
of ‘child nature’ on which the new system
of education has to be founded.

JUST PUBLISHED
Treatise on Set Topology Part 1
pp. vi and 305, Price Rs. 16-4-0
By Dr. R. Véidyanathaswamy M.A.

Ph. D., D- Sc.., Reader in Mathe-

' matics,'University of Madras.

For coptes apply to:
The Educational Review Book Depot
14/A, Sunkuvar St. Triplicane, Madras
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TEacBING 1IN PosT-\War Scro0rs: EDITED
By K. N. Srivasrava, THE OXFORD
University Press. Pages- 99, Prick
Re. 1-8.

This book is a symposium on the various
aspects of post-war education in India. The
learned editor declares that it had its origin
in a desire to discover by experimentation

- whether the actual methods of teaching
different subjects could develop social intelli-
gence and international understanding in

- school children. With this end in view,

the teaching of history, civics, geography,

" religion, mathematics, science, English, art

wh

. and the mother-tongue are discussed by
several distingunished educationists. Mr, K.G.

Saiyidain stresses the need for developing
_ sn.international outlook in the teaching of
history. In a stimulating essay by Mr. Sri-
vastava, geography has been viewed as a
subject which enables us to understand other
countries and to have sympathy with other
"~ people.” Dr. Beni Prasad urges that civies
_should deepen the interest in social pheno-
mena and te us a sense of world com-
monity. Professor Atreya has a great deal

. of value to teach us in his paper on the .

place of religion in the educational curri-
culum. His views are coloured to soms
extent by theosophical tenets, but are also
. at the same time catholic enough to outline
- a plan for the teaching of the essential basis.
- of all religions, The paper on the teaching
of English suffers somewhat from the fact

., that the whole book was ready for publica-

tion in 1945, Mr, Bhava quite rightly and

~properly concerns himself with the de-

.'.thronement of Eunglish from the political
_supremacy that it had acquired. He suggests
" ‘that English should be taught less as a
- literature and more as a wmedinm of inter-
“ “pational contacts. And English teaching
- can effectively- take root only on a solid

/A radical revision of the method of teaching
e}ementaty mathematics is advocated by

- arithmetic, algebra, geometry and trigono-

‘metry should be ' viewed _together as an
ntegral whole, and taught:in'such a manner
.83..to.make - their interdependence clear.
no M. e }(Mukheqee has ‘& number of
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_ edifice of the teaching of the mother-tongue,

ir' Zia "Uddin~ Ahmed.: He wants-that

”

valuable suggestions to make to bring the
teaching of science in this country in line
with the teaching elsewhere in the world,
Mr. Ryburn makes concrete proposals to use
the mother-tongue for spreading the gospel
of internationalism. The universal language
of art, as a means of strengthening peace on
earth and goodwill among men, forms the

theme of an interesting essay by Miss Palin,

The learned editor sums up in an introduc-
tion, and Sir S, Radhakrishnan has contri-
buted a Foreword.

THE STORY OF ANCIENT InDIA BY DR. B.G-
© GoxsBALE, 8T. XavIER'S CoLLEGE, BoM. .

BaY. Papuasa Puricarions. (1947)
- Barona Re» 3-8 pp. 218,

The political and cultural history of
Auncient India has been interestingly told
in this narrative which begins with cave-
men and a short account of the Indus
civilisation, which, so far as we now know,
must await the discovery of firmer clues
for a knowledge of its final abandonment,
The advance of Upanishadic thought over
the speculations of the Vedas is held to
signify not a continuation, but a revolu-
tionary departure from the latter. The
Buddha is pictured as having been, in’

essence, & rational thinker and comfident
reformer. And the logical sequence’of the

disappearance of the petty states during and
after Alexander’s invasion, was the glory of
the great Mauryas and the still greater
Guptas. Bhasa is held cautiously as being
a pro-Gupta dramatist; and Asvaghoshas
influence on Kalidasa is stressed. The Gita
and its message, the methodology. of the

‘six orthodox Darsanas, the art ot Ajanta—
-these are described as the expression of the

Golden Age of the Guptas. 'I'he Chalukya

challenge to’ the north under Pulakesin, is -

coupled with the account of the Pallava

glory. . The chapter entitled *In Lighter . -

Moments” gives glimpses of social life. In

the end the anthor analyses the principal -

elements in the composite-make-up of the
aocient Indians, and the attempt to synthe-
size activism and passivism, as well as the

diffusive - aspect of Indian cultore. The.

narrative is feelingly told and deserves to

_be free from the errors in Spelhng that have

occutred in printiog,
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+ BEIVAIL By 8. R.SaaRmMA.

Tae. Banmsst Kixeoom, By A, R. SEer.
WANL

TaE NoRTH-wEST FRONTIER (1843.1247). By
DrarM PaL. 48 pp. macH.

THE NarioNaL INFORMATION AND PUBLI

- cations  Lip, DBoumsay

HIS series of handbooks is intended for

the common man, being couched in
popular form and language and avoiding
technical language, references and foot-
notes and at the same time covering the
main aspects of every important phase and
stage in the span of Indian History.

Professor S. R. Sharma of Poona who hag
some useful and critical work to his credit
portrays, in its special significance, at the
present day, the achievement of Shivaji.

+ He resolves the complex and complicated

forces of the milien in which the great
Maratha leader had to work;, when the
European powers in the country were but
small and indifferent opportumsts and the
main obstacles in the way of Maratha
Swaraj were the Adil Shah and the
Great Mughal. The climax of his corona-
tion as Chattrapati at Raigad in 1674, was,
however, but the ciilmination of his mission
in life; and his uniqueness rests as much on
his capacity- for reconstruction as on his
acquisition of freedom. Thus he was pre-
eminently an ‘“‘organizer of freedom”, and
he roused Maratha national and imperial
consciousness into moral and perfervid
fervour.- - The writer also discusses how far
Sbivaji can be deemed to have been a
superman,

Prof. Sherwani has delved deep into the -

hlstory of Mediseval Deccani and he has
given here a fairly detailed account of the
Bahmani rulers of Gulburga and Bidar
down to the disruption of the Sultanate in
the early years of the sixteenth century.
They were among the first Indian powers
.to benefit by the discovery of gunpowder
and to suit their military architecture to the
needs of the new warfare with artillery.
Occasionally, .the rulers befriended the
Lill—11—4 ‘

Hindu elements of the population and

~ employed Brahmans and others in positions

of trust and responsibility., The Deccani.
Afaq factions proved to be the cause of the
final dismemberment of the empire. The
disturbed and rough livas of the Sultans,
the never.ceasing wars with Vijayanagar, in
Telingana, Gujarat and DMalwa and the
brilliance of the sunset glory under Khwaja.
Mahmad Gawan—are all portrayed here,
though with a quantity of wearisome, though
relevant detail. The Bahmanis tried to
march to Nellore and Kanchi tha southern-
most point reached by their arms in 1481,
bat only for a mcment.

Mr. Dharm Pal ablv discusses the oscilla-
tions of the British Government’s policy of
securing a suitable frontier between the
occupation of the foot of the border hills,
the receding to the line of the Indus or the
advance upto the Hinda Kush line j and also
the zigzag course of the Russian advance
into Central Asia and its kaleidoscopic
effect on the character and method of
Apglo-Afghan relations. Then follows a

—_r

MUSIC BOOKS

Kritis of Syama Sastri

By Mrs. S. Vidya, B.AL.T., disciple of
Composer’s great grand-son.

Text in Tamil, Sanskrit and Telugu, Sari
gama notation in Sanskrit and Tamil with
Vina Gamaka Signs approved by Music
Academy, Madras.

Price of Vol. 1 NetRs. 3-8-0 for ordinary
and Rs. 4. feather weight edition.

Vol. II Net Price Rs. 4. ordinary and
Rs. 4-8. feather weight paper Postage &
Registration extra:

Copies available from author at
48 Edward Elliot Road Mylapore, Madras

Books Patronised by Travancore Durbar
for use in State Music Schools.
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fm-ly balanced ‘examination of the various -
. Schools of pohcy., that ‘emerged as well -

. as of the relations of the British Governs-
ment with the frontier tnbns, embodying

. the Bandeman system_ adopted in Baluchis--
_tan and the Close-Border system, with their
differing methods in coercion—cum—
conciliation., The Curzon system. which
stood the test of time is also surveyed and
the subsequent alterations the system has
undergone are also ontlmed on a meagre
scale.

OxroED PaMPHLETS ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,

 No, 41 —IxpIAX PARTIES aND - Porirics
Bt 8. NATARAJAN PP, 32.

No. 40—AUBTRALIA\ AND NEW ZE.ALAND RY
. T K. CrITCHLEY PP, 82, '

Mr. Natarajan, Editor of The Free Press
Journal, Bombay. regrets at the outset the
mopportumty of the present time for
assessing the. programmes and policies of
" the existing Indian parties. The policy of
the Congsess during the last three decades
~ has been “to cushion the shocks of modern
movements in the socio-economic field”, and

P

cousequently to claim a fiduciary trustee.
shipin every sphere of conflict. It has
accepted the principle of linguistic provinces
and the ideal of provincial autonomy. * Its

‘leftist elements and periodical retirement

into opposition and non-co-operation have
produced great comphcations. The Muslim
League has insisted, it is claimed, on a
clear-cut break with British authority. It
has till now done little beyond waiting for
the mistakes of others. The Mahasabha

- and the two organisations of the Scheduled

Castes have necessarily communal outlooks
and helped the growth of contracting loyal- -
ties, “The Provincial parties and the States

. Peoples’ organisations aim at small reforms
. generally and usually suffer from localised

inspiration, How the new Free Status of
India will react on these is to be seen,

Mr. Critchley went over to India in 1944
as the head of the Research Section of the
Far Eastern Bureau of the British Ministry
of Information; he gives a clear account
of the two Dominions with which which
India’s trade-relations are getting intimate.

A bright future is held out in prospect for
both these Dominions.

e ———

NEWS AND NOTES

Pnoussox M.S. SABBESAN'S Smsrn:r-
-ABDAPURTEI Commuomnon :

TO felicitate Sri M. 8. Sabhesan- on the

occasion of his Shashti. abdapurthi in "

.:February ‘1948, ' a - committee has. been
: formed with Upadhyaya Sapgha Karya
~Pra.veena Bri 8. K. Yegnarayana Iyer as
resident,. Professor R. Krishnamurti Iyer
a8 Vlce-Ptesxdent. 8ri- V. 8. Gopalakrishna

-rajan a8 Secretary. 2

fr;The Committee is planmng & commemora-
ion' volume and it is proposed that the
volume shonld
ppreciations of his work. by hlS numerons

yer, Headmaster, 8ir M.Ct. Muthia Chettiar .
High Behool, as Treasurer and Su. 8. ’*Iata- :

contain = Greetings -and _

friends, Old Boys of Professor Sabhesan

~ and his colleagues in his many spheres of

activities are requested to .send their Greot-
ings and Felicitations to the Secretary,
Professor Sabhesan’s Shasti- abdapuarthi
Committee, 520, High Road, Triplicane, so

December 1947

Donations wxll be thankfully recexved.r

- The commemoration volume will be priced
‘at Rs. 5 per copy. for individuals and at -
Rs. 10 per copy for associations and instita- (

tions. -Besides  these appreciations ~the

‘volume  will contain Select Speeches and

Writings of Professor Sabhesan nnd Valu-

‘Elsble Artxcles on Edncat:on. Sy T

. &5 to reach him. not later than the lst

-t

| I. The New

- also their

" EDITORIAL NOTES

THE Indonesian Republic has planned

a new entirely recvnstructed system
of education which we

learn from the bulletin
Educational issued by the Indonesian
System of  Information Service is to
Indonesia.  aim at educating children

to become useful citi-
zens of the Republic and to be constantly
ready to give their strength and know-
ledgeito the State.

The basic aim will be to inculcate the
principles of democracy, freedom, social
justice, humanity and co operation, and

‘beside these 'things,-it is necessary to

teach the facts relating to their own nation,
national conscience, appreciation of their
religion, faithfulness to their culture, and
particular  economic and
national needs. '

Education will be divided into four
levels; elementary, secondary, industrial
and un1ver31ty.

In the elementary schools, children will
be taught the principles of physical
science as well as the normal subjects
(reading, writing and arithmetic), so that
they will know something of the world
around them.

Secondary education will be acontinua-

~ tion and a specialisation of elementary

education, while the higher classes will
concentrate on preparation for the
University. Industrial schools will be
designed to educate specialists and engi-
neers for Government enterprises.

The Universities will provide research
workers and heads of departments.

The period of attendance at each type
of school is as follows.

»

1, Elementary 6 Years,
2. Secondary 3-6 Years,
3. Industrial 3.6 Years.
4, University 4.6 Years.

This organisation of education through-
out the country will be the responsibility
of both the Central and the Provincial
Governments.

The degree of the responsibility of
each will be arranged as soon as possibles

From past experience it is known that
the organisation of the Elementary
Schools can be left to the Provincial
Governments.

_Another point which must be settled
by mutual agreement is the amount of
conirol which each is to have, This will
depend upon the amount of power which
is granted to the Central Government in
a future constitution.

A new idea which we commend to our
readers is the stress that is laid upon the
connection between Geo-

. I1. graphy and Literature.
Geography The function of Geo-
and Litera- graphy “is to train future
ture, citizens to imagine accu-
rately the conditions of

the great World-stage and to help them
to think scientifically about human pro-
blems ;" and "Geographical studies stipu-
late to a broad vision of human life of
communities, their relations to each other
and various forms of their development
and to give vision—an intellectual, moral
and socialistic outlook on the problems
of Life* This beilng accepted, Literature
is attempted to be interjected, with effect,
into Geographical studies and there is
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no apology needed for stressing the
concept.

and natural, the innate desire to know

more, is veritablydescribed in the adven- -

turous tales of Literature. It is this spirit
also, which has enormously. contributed
to the Literature of Geography. Can we
present the pen portraits of these contri-
- butions without the aid of Literature ? Can

-

we draw the accounts of these coniribu- -

tions in vivid, subtle and beautiful form
without Literature ? Those awe-inspiring
summits of Himalayas, wonderful waving

- waterfalls and, deep, .dark and forested

~ valleys of eroding -rivers, milky whitish- -

ness of glaciers, and widely stretched
‘plains through which .play the humming
notes of perennial streams, are the sweet-

- . est Literatures of Gecgraphy. Simple

estimations of varying dimensions, will
have no lasting effect on human-beings,
-Naked figures of time and space, without
the colouring of fancy and imagination
“will'be melted in zero and will be for-
gotten within minutes. - Barren dates of
temperature and rainfall will be mere

-~ 'dry mathematical calculations of additions

and subtractions. Hence it is of prime
- importance that scientific abstractions
. gshould be substituted with _human feel-
~ ings. No branch of human activily is
- without a geographical influence and
feeling; an emotional activity caused by

° ‘the perception of the outside world,

_.which should have prime impurtance in
-Geographical studies through both practz—

el cal and unagina’uve Literature.”

It will be remembered that in our issue
'fo_xf /‘Sept_ember 47, we. published  an

article entitled "Educa-

III. Educa- tional Reform in U.P."by -

| er o 7. tional Reform: * N
“The outer aspect of the spirit, human™ m: 'Gautama

It criticised
certain provisions of anew
“bill, which the U. P.

inU.P. .

Government were believed to be contem--
- plating for a Board of Education in place

of the existing Board of High School and
Intermediate Education. Last month, a
brief reply to this was published from the
Personal Assistant to tbe Hon'ble Minister
of Education, United Provinces It was
to the effect that the article was surpris-
ing, as no bill of the kind mentioned and

criticised by Mr Gautama had been spon.’
sored by the Ministry or by anyone else

to their knowledge. Our esteemed corres-
pondent, ‘Gautama’ has protested
strongly against our failure to pass on the
reply to him in the first instance. This

certainly is against well understood

conventions of journalism. All that we

can say is that the reply reached us ata .

time when it would not be practicable to
send it to 'Gautama’ for consideration, if

it were to be published in October itself.

- Moreover, we thought that the reply

merely disclaimed any intention on the
part of the U.P. ‘Government 1o proceed
with a bill of the kind criticised.
“Gautama’’ however, feels that the terms
of the denial are not sufficiently full or
frank. They suggest that the provisions

of the new bill as reported and criticised’

are entirely imaginary. Press reports
however gave wide currency. to a bill of

this sort being under consideration. How -

did this come to pass, if such a bill was
never contemplated ? ‘Was it considered
and dropped? This reqmres to be

. cleared up promptly.
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1. Bhagavaigita by ° Prof.
M. Rangacharya, M.A., 3 Volumes
eachat ... . 500

2. Rupavatara by the same
author in Two volumes each 2 8 0

3. Sri Bhashya

Special Price) .. 4 00
4. Meghasandesa w 012 O
5. Gandhiji's 75th Birthday

Commaimoration volume ... 12 8 0

6. Gandhiji's
Do or Die Mission
at Noakhali 3 00

7. Kumafappa. I.C.:

Villagism, Socialism etc. . 53 00
8. Maurice Hindus :
Mother Russia . 5 4 0

9, VedantabyCR. .+ 1 0 O

10. Louis Fischer: The Great
Challenge ... .10 0 O

11. Narayanaswami & Narasimhan:
Economics of Indian Agriculture
each set w17 8 0

12. Reddy, P. C.:- Revision notes
on Economics. 1 80

We stock the text books prescribad
for students of Madras, Andhra, Anna-
malai, Travancore & Mysore Universities,

- We can supply 'Guides' and 'study
helps ' to the various University exami-
nation.

We can supply School books and books
for I..1branes-

The Educational Review Bock. Dept.

14A/Sunkuvar Street Trxphcane,,Madras
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Bronze,

Life Size Bronze Statue of the late
Dr U. V. Swaninatha Iyer.

This Bronze Statue has been pre-
pared by Mr. M. N. Ramachandran,
Artist & Sculptor, son of the late
Rao Bahadur M- S. Nagappa: and
also the Statue of Dr. Sri A. Laksh-
manaswamy Mudaliar  recently
opened at Senate House, Madras. is
his work

Statues & Statuettes in Marble,
Imitation Marble and
Ferro-Concrete, & Oil Paintings

‘etc., undertaken:

For Particulars, please write to i—

‘Messrs: NAGAPPA & Co.s

* Chitra " Nivas

" 324, Nérsingapurqm, Mount Road,
MADRAS
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A ready source of youthful energy so essential for
oll sportsmen is well supplied by Amrita—a splendid tonic
for adults as well as children, It is sweet to the taste
and has ‘extellent effect. This ideal syrop is prepared
out of rare berbs and Fruits from a famous recipe and is
the best friend of all.s '

Agents for Orissa, Nizam's, * ' Agents toi‘,Mia'labar.

-Andhra Districts & Tamil Nad

: : T Cochin, T\'ravan(;ore & South Canara
- SEETHARAMA GENERAL STORES, S |
SRR LRI *"_-COCHIN MEDICAL STORES

Berhg.mphr-f-Secun&e'rabad | gezuq.qa. o

' M'a;dura.

7

" Mattancherry. (Cochin)
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