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said there is a pronbunced tendency on the part of farmers to hold meet the clothing requirements of Madras which wollld B otherwise
bar‘,‘};'stacks of food grains and try tomeet all their requirementé by met by tn? standard cloth if Madras chooses to come under the
:::?% Qashlcrops whx;:h ffztch tempting pJ‘:ic'es. Therefore, the State . Government of India sc'ne;me. Perh.aps a j}ldiClo}?S combination of
) ﬁ‘ . formulate a bold POPC,Y \w‘hereby increased production of food~ handloom :;nd standard mlll‘ cloth, without aeg)enumg.wholl_v on the
stuffs must be promoted.  This should be done by subsidising pro- : one ot the other, would be the best course under the circumstances.
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due. Thes mf mtefier(;ng with the increased profits which are his Food Supply :- ., o
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mer cgmplax S yield fairly satisfactory results. But distribution of food supplies through the co-operatives has been
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that .pro.glmban Ao w‘th?“t ﬂfe necessary assurance to the farmer ‘ - anmounced. It will be remembered we have referred to this topic
t : 1thw1 : be.made Vtvorth his while to grow food crops in preference P ~ more than once in the Jowrnal, A summary of the scheme sanc- -
- to cash cr < ; ; - . .
o ops is not likely to.succeed in producing the desiréd results. 1 tioned by Governmeut is published elsewhere. We invite the earnest
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. N:"::xt'to food, clothing is the important necessity of the cbfninu-
nity. Tor months past the question of standard cloth has been in

‘lauthor

the air an ‘ences e ave cat Anhiag: . ‘ - -
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- 100 million vards of standard cloth during the next quarter. This
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the question is whether the price will be within the reach of all, It is
true the bazaar quotation is Rs, 2-12-0 per 1b. while the agreed price
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g 'fo1_5 the.:vstagldard cloth is said to be Rs. 1-14-0 per 1b, Even this reduced : Pageﬁs . ‘t? for a period
. - price'is a jurap as the 1ncrease.ls couasidered to be a rise by four annas 1 Main Book ™ s g\ tocHy = e 30 Lire Flfg;ﬁg:(i 1o
per Ib. Anvhow we- shall wait aud see have far the standard cloth e u conuection
offered at tbat price would ease the cloth situation. ‘ : Suppl ementary: " to B =. —. . — themﬁo-a‘\)era:
It is understood the Government of Madras propose to encoti- - pages ' I P tis to be in
-age the handloom industry to supply as far as possible the needs of " Total CHAREE DA to guarautee
the province. ' We hope the cost of production by handlooms has , L Ty T be raised for
been carefully worked out and the handloom weaver will not suffer i , Mlssj'n‘g pages B o ... |members aud
by offering his goods at the prices fixed for the standard cloth, We | ( T - . :) = 77 lers only, any
also trust the Government will not hesitate to commaudeer stocks of i : | | e — -2:- ---:' dinarily reeoil
varn at reasonable prices, even below panel rates if necessary, Cif the , i R S -.*Iet pages = ‘ Lk V- 33 .} pbility even in
millowners show again signs of recalcitrancy and would not vield to ‘ L ST T - e Co-operative
géntle impvogmﬁ%tieé.f'ffj}*hé?e are abnormal times and if reas‘czm and Date. sent f_?r Mending: . . . | have a share
fa?rpla,v';fiiil’.htoiguidé‘hiima?i?xtﬁlatiuns, the State, as the custodian of - ‘ A T - ption. While no
the genéralinterests of '"thé;cb‘anmnity, will be perfectly justified in Mended by: : . S he profits earn-
intex;ffrg’;ﬂg‘ and regulating\ﬂ?e!xibrmalchanne]s of trade. We await f g ' o C | assistance, it
wit}%?r%?est the details of t?lé?s@}lemg of the Madras Government to Che C!ied by:. o . . nake good the

d} . {48 ’ il Date - of Return: T o ‘

y%“?\;i;\‘*wu«-w‘r" r;:é:&}:’u’ ' ) ’ ‘L - ' - (X\/b_i_:# I \

Nl e B gt : . : o Tib. A3st/a. 0. o 1

ey
o) 20 s
SR o



THE MADRAS JOURNAL OF CO-OPERATION

loss, if incurred, especially as these stores will be- run according to
directions issued by Government from time to time and they cater
to the needs of non-members as well. Stocks purchased.and held at
a particular price may either deteriorate or require to be sold at below
the cost price owing to fall in prices. Such risks are involved ;
every trade and this factor should not be lost sight of. The guarate
) fs‘e should be extended to all losses incurred in the course of husiness.
‘i here need be 1o hesitation to give this guarantee as practically the
transactions are conducted and supervised by the officers of the
Department,

Without dealing at lengtk with the various aspects of the
scheme, in answer to criticisms which have appeéred in the
" press we will recapitulate below suecinetly some paia;ts for the infor~
nation Oi our critics and implore them to examine if the f
t*v !Jovﬂ,..umt cheme would not remedy the existing har dahxps of
£LONSUINETS without tie Government assuming control over the entire
*um;h and distribution, as has been suggested in some inflnential
quarters, relying mainly on the normal chanunels of trade to ensure
that every individual gets a share of t’nc available foodstuffs.

st

- 1. Elimnination of rmdc’]e*']e’ is oot feasmle tuough it cannet hs denied
~ their existencs iz ths cause of proi tew mg. :

2 H " ‘
2 Price co ..tm} ie not the only e‘fcct ve method of checking prodt-
cering, : )

3. Starting or recognition of agencies to run shops actuated by service
molive am} thereby impose indirect check on the rapacity of middlemen
appears to be the best method,

o .y - M ' o
; 4. Government agency is more costly and too slow to move, .Red.
tapism will play such a great part that often the benefits conferred will ke
derived long after the noed arisas, . S '

5 s
and audit by the Registrar of Co-aperative S(J«Wf.. .5

p L3

S Qimtetrare et te S .
il ._»Ygsutf‘r?ym!'!ml'_ is imposed regardicg the rate of dividend

- i nl i

v, theimaim are "omea’ = : bj
beizcmnuactions are “opea’ and ate conslamidy subject io
pubiic serutiny ;
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v. They will always s tell at the prices fixed b}' vemment and

quantities laid down if rationing is .m:.oduced ;

“vi. Th;‘v will be impartial in the ingthc{[e of disiributiou;

vu. In times of emergency they will nc')t desert their posts of duty
- papecially if they are aechreci Escential Services ' as was
dops in the case of the staff of the T.U.C.S.;

viii, Co-operatives can secure the funds they require from co-opera-
“tive financing institutions. ‘ :

6. The Provincial Co-operative Bank alone bas a surplus of about twe

- crores of rupees. The District Banks and some of the Urhan Banks have

also surpluses. They are anxious to find a safe outlet. If the maximum -~
. borrowing power of these co-operatives is raised as » special case they may
be able to secure all the funds necessary for their business from co-opetrative
finar.. g institutions, Perbaps to create confidence the Government may
gunrantee business losses which are not kikely to be much as their transac-.
tions are subject to close scrutiny by the «tafl of the Cet-gperative Depart-
ment ard they will sell at rates -fixed by Government and not at compe-
titive prices.

7. ‘'The Provincial Co-operative Bank or the Central Banks will lend to
Ce-operative Stores upto the limit recommended by the Registrar of Co-opera-

* tive Societies.

8. Aslargeamounts wijl remain locked up either in business or in stocks
of fond:tuTs siored as required by Goveruineny, the Government should alsa
guarantee repayment of loans to financing banks,

9. The Government should guaran:ee business losses as already

suggested to Co-operative Stores as they will purchase and store articles as
required by Government and also sell them both to members and non-

members a.cccrd&ng to prices fixed by the authorities.
10. To enable Stores to entertain additional staff noL only to serve the.

_increasied number of custemers but also to cpen additional branches or depots

sy reguired by ‘the authorities the Government s should promise financial
assistance 25 they have doné in the case of the T. U.C. 5. or provxda the
necessary staff fre?of cost,

11. Such safeguards as are necessary may be proposed in the working
of Stores both by the financing banks and the Registrar to*epsure proper uss
04 frmus, safety of stocks and efficient management. '

- 12, Co-pperative Stares sho uld be given preference in regard 1o licerce
and priority in regard to wagons etc., for the transpart of foodstuifs

13, In districts where there are sttnct VWholesale Stores, they should
b recognised as sole distributive agencies especially in regard to articles
whose prices are controlled or whose sale is permitted by wholesale dealers.
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Freedom from want :

Elsewhere we have reproduced a good summary of the Beve-
ridge plan to achieve one of the Freedoms promised in the Atlantic
Charter. As was expected the *plan ' has taken the British induse
trialists by surprise and it is reported they will not rest on their oars
till they employ all possible methods to torpedo it. The figures of
cost may appear somewhat staggering ; but to those who have been
watching the trend of events even in Conservatlvp England the pro-
posals contained in the Beveridge Report ‘must appear as a logical
sequence to various measures adopted by the State during war-
time. A perusal of the publication of the League of Nations on Food
Control in Great Britain will convince any one that the State has slowly
and steadily, though may be unconsciously, dritting to a position
when the conditions created by the war necessitated greater assistance
to the community to maintain the morale and continue war efforts
at a high pitch, When peace comes, it is rightly believed the
problems arising as the after-effects of war will be no less serious
compelling equal attention for their solution. In India too, we hear
people tatking glib‘v of nrob‘nms of post~war reconstruction. But it
is doubtful if these, *talkers’ will lend their suppart 1> measyres of
the kind adumbrated in the Beveridge Report. All sorts of
cldeworld ideas will be trotted out to smother any  mea-
sure of reform caleulated to achieve even in a limited
degree, ' Freedom from Want’ A deep and unorejudiced study
of the prevailing economic conditions, both in rural and urban
areas, is absolutely necessary to formulate farereaching measures to
achieve ‘ Freedom from Want.” The State should not hesitate to a dopt
any step necessary for the purpose, however drastic-or ‘alien’ to the
genius of the country it may appear to be, The policy of nonsinter-
ference should be abandoned in the interests of the community, Can
we find a Beveridge in India to undertake this Facts Finding Com-
mission, to collect facts and'to formulate policies, and a Government
bold enough to put them through uninfluenced by other cousidera-
tions ? We have our own doubts based on past experience.

x

| Indebtedness :.

We have perused with ‘some interest the Press Note of the
Government on the allecanon of ‘apathy of ryots to take full advan-
tage of the loans offered to them by Co-operative Land Mortgage
Banks and their unwillingness to improve their lands." We have
also read the Mail’s reply”fo Government. It may be remembered
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we have had oceasion recently to réfer to some defects in the working
of laud mortgage banking. Our criticism was based on the grounds,
similar to those mentioned in the Mail's reply. But the Mail missed

- the point in its original criticism when it associated temporary

advances provided in the budget with the provision of fuuds for the
Central Mortgage Bank for the purpose of advancing loans. Auvhow .
we are glad even these matters attract the attention of newspapers
10 in these strenuous days.

-

The whole question of rural mde\btedness and the adequacv or
otherwise of the statutory and other measures proposed demand care-
ful investigation, In January last the Government of Madras were
pleased to order the dissolution of the then existing debt conciliation
boards and reconstitution of boards one for each district on the
ground there was a considerable fall in the number of applications
under the Debt Couciliation Acte The fall in the number of appli~
cations cannot certainly be due to fall in indebtedness. It may be
due to the fact that the relief secured under the Conciliation Act is
not commensurate with the trouble am{i expense invoived=espevially
-when there is no provision for' compulsory settlement without a cer-
tain pircentage of creditors agreeing to settlement. This Act and
the Agriculiurists’ Debt Relief Act have resulted in increased litiga-
tien owing to provisions which compel resort to law courts, More-
over; the Honourable Judges of the High Court have, in their learn.
ed judgments on the issues raised before them, pointed out certain
lacuna in legislation which should be modified if litization is to he
minintised and the ‘::eaﬁﬁ*ﬁ; conferred by these Acts are to be resl, In
view of the lucreasing importsuce of relief from indebtedness if the
*Grow Aore Food’ campaign is to ‘produce appraciable results, it is '
high time the Government undertake investigation inte the work-
ing of the various Acts of legislature and administrative measures
made to afford relief to agticulturists from indebtedness so that the
industry of agriculture may prosper unhampered by.the disabilities
under which it now suffers and thereby coniribute materially to the
innrease 1n food supj)lie:;. What topic, we swonder, is more suited for
consideration as a problem of even post-war reconstruction than
this inportant question? Will not the Government face it before it

is too late ?
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The Salem Provident Suciety Limited, Salem
' Established 1935,

FACTS TO NGTE T
I.- It is best to represent a Secure Socxety with Resour-
~ cesand a low expense ratio.

2. The Salem k"ov1dent 18 one such Gocmty PoI.z,
holders’ Reserves exceed Rupees One lakh” and
fiteen thousands, The Society has disclosed a
decent surplus at its very first valuation in 1g47.

3. It is one of the big three in the whole of India and
( the biggest in South India Wlth all round reputa-
' tion. o

-

»

4. Commission is heredita,ry. N
5. The Society JSﬁZ'.l 0 registered under the State Tnsu-

- rance Act, Travancore. 1t operates in Hyderabad
and Mysote States. .
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hand-spinning and hand-loom weaving.
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I)lvmed by 8
Thus the cost of a pair of dhoties of 50" X 7 vds, is Rs. 3 and 4
respectively.
-How is it the consumer is made to pay nearly Rs. 6 per pair?
" Is it to benefit the cotton-grower, spinner or weaver or middlemen or
whom ?  What is the fate of the consumer, cotton-grower, somner
and weaver in these days of war-time cost of living ?
Similarly the cost of a bundle of 10 lbs. of 40s grey mill-spun
varn was costing only below Rs. 7 in pre-war days. Now it has
* risen to Rs. 35 and is still rising. -
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This buudle of 10 lbs. coutains 10 lbs. of cmned cotton roughly, .
- the present price of which is not more than Rs. 7 even after allowing
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.

’f?r wastaves (z.e. at Rs. 16 per maund of 25 1bs. as stat ed above),
The pre-war price of this 10 Ibs. cotton was only Rs. 3-8-0 and in

depression days perhaps Rs. 1-12-0 only.

This bundle could be converted into 7 ot even 8 pairs of dhoties

1 ) . .
of 50" X 7 yds, or 7 or B8 sarces of the same dimensions.

The cost of wc‘a\rmu the said 10 Ibs. of varn either in pre-war

days or at pressnt is between Rs, 7 ana

yet some other places they wers reduced,
do not go beyond Rs. 8 per the said bundle of 10 1bs,

Thus the cost price of the 7—say 8—pairs of dhoties or 7 or 8

sarees of 50 X 7 vds. of 40s grey yaru comes to as follows :—

Pre-war Prosont day.
i Rs. A, Ra.
Cost of ginned cotton of 10 ibs, .., - 8 7
Mill's cost of spinning iucluding

middiemen’s prefit . 48 28
Total cost of a buudie of 10 ibs, of -

grey yarn of 40 courts wee 80 35
Cost of weaving the said 10 lbs.

yarn into § pairs of dhoties or 8

(9

sarees . e 8 0 8
18§ © 43

Ot e @— —— s

‘ Thus the cost of a pair of dhotiey or a saree is Rs. 2 and 5.6-0
respecnvely- j
Now a pair of 40s 50" X 7 vds. is being sold at Rs. 6
- Why is the consumer taxed 3 times when
increase in his. starving wages and when
cost of cotton is securing greater ma
and not to‘tne cotion-grower ¢

the weaver gets no
the appareut rise in the
argin of profits to the middlemen

What are the objects and the resuits
VYarn Commissioner ? Is it to benefit the cotton-grower or the wage.
~ earner in the spinning mill, or the hand-loom weaver or thespznrlxia
'mxll or the varn mercbant or the master weaver or the Government ?

It1 15 not known what other “facts” were “found” by the Facts
Finding Committee appointed by the Government of India whose

teport is in the hands of the Govnrnment though not released to the
pubhc. ‘ : : '
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8 by the band-loom. In
some places the wages of the weaver were slightly raised while in

But even the lﬂlfst‘d rates-

hleved in apnomtm a

. SOME lNThPIfSTIN(: AND ENLIGHTENING FACTS Ahoﬁ'g“
HAND-SPINNING AND HAND-LOOM WEAVING N
How can the subvention of Rs. 25 lakhs per vear granted by the
Central Government for the last 7 or 8 years be said to have
benefitted the hand-loom weaver when his wage in these days of war-
lime cost of living is lf‘ tbhan that of the pre-war days?

How can the nand-lnom weaver be saved from his entire
dependence upon the spinning mills for supply of yarn? If he cannot
be saved, would not these mills eat up the life germs of the hand-loom
weaver by varying the prices of varn fo the detriment of the
constmer and the weaver and never to their advantage as demon-
strated above ? -

Somie may suggest—in fact eminent nationalists and economists
already threw the suggestion——thai Land-leom weavers should confine
to weaving hand-sptin varn only and if necessary they (weavers)
themselves may take ‘10 spinning alse. Bur the fate of such
Khaddar spinuers also is'expiained in the above paragraphs. There
is vet another important aspect which i1s penerally ignored by many.
One hand-loom weaver can be given continuons employment only if
at least 30 to 50 wholetime spinners suppiy varg to him-—the finer
the yarn, tlie greater the number of spimmz:. required, At that
rate how can thousands of loom in places like Salem, Conjee-
varan, Madura etc., be supplied yarn ? ? Wnat. are the arrangements
to be made for the distribution of coiton 1o %nmuer' collection of
yarn from then¥” and distribution of the same to the weavers ?
Kbaddar weaving was possible in olden ('ia.ys and is possible in
present days in villages where every houseswife was spinning and
giving work to the handful of weavers in a particular village. Now
who is to return to suzh villages first? Is it the weaver or the
wearer of Khaddar ? : .

This again pre-supposes the absence of competition between the
hand-loom weaver and the weaving mills. Will the-mills close their
business or the consumers abstain from wearing thre cheap and allur-
ing mill-made cloth? Even then, what about foreign cloth or varn
to be imported into this country ? Wil the Government prohlbn: ali
such imports? If so, can India become self-sufficient without spin-
ning and weaving. mills? In what time ? What are the arrange-
ments for the imtervening period—if such a period imallowed ? Tn
that case what would be the reactions of other countries in regard to
other commodities imported or exported by us-—whether raw materi-
als or finished goods? o . ‘
«  Any ligat on the above points is welcome.

There is also a solution which may deserve examination. Itis

- to shake the hand-loom weaver completely independent and with re-

RS

gdard to the supply of yarn to himself aud by himseif. In other

words the hand-loom weavers must own their own spinning millsifor

each district or sub-district. One may ask how this is posmble in

/

"
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the economic- condition of.Ihe hand-loom wesvers. Tt is possible.
Cannot the Central Government utilise the subvention of 25 lakhs
spent every vear of this purpose 2— Cannot the amounts claimed to
be spent by Provincial Governments every vear for the uplift of the—
hand-loom weaver be diverted to the above object of establishing
spinning mills in which the bhand-lcom weavers alone .will be
interested ? '

In this connection, another point also deserves consideration.
Why is the subvention of 25 lakhs granted every year and where is
it got from? ‘This idea of subvention is a result of the tariff walls
raised by the Government to give protection to the Indian textile
and spinning mills against forewn competition, By levving heavy
import dutle the inflow of fofelon cloth and yarn was minimised

- perhaps with some preferences given to British-madé cloth or -varn.
The Indian textile (weaving) aud spinning mills were Dractlcally
utilising this protectiou, not only to exploit the Indian eloth consumer
but also to cripple the hand-loom weaver who must necessarily pur-
chase yarn at prices dictated by the spmnmor mills and sell his band-
woven cloth on a par and in competition with that ol Indian or
foreign mills, “The result is that the weaving wagés of the hand-
loom weaver have been narrowed down to a starving limit even in a
costly war-time price levels—not to speak of his miserable plight of
unemployment and under-wages in peace time when the mills devote
their entire capacity to crush the hand-lootm weaver,

Government do not seem to have paid due attention or this
aspect for obvious reasons. On'the other hand they seem to hold that
the absence of organised marketing facilities for marketing hand-
loom fabrics is the *crux of the problem’, and they are, therefore,
insisting upon the utilisation of the said subvention of 25 lakhs in
‘schemes invented by them and claimed to be beneficial to the hand-
loom weaver. Itis for the public to judge how far the Government
is cotrect, in view of the facts given above, and for the weavers to
say where the shoe pinches. It is also worth examining if it is true
that the marketing of hand-loom fabrics is not as orga nised as that
of mill cloth. The Government too mway not deny “that export of
Indian hand-woven fabrics such as Madras handkerchiefs, lungies,
sarees etc., through foreign—imostly British—capitalistic concerns is
more organised than the export or mternal marketing of Indian m'll
cloth. :

Therefore, it is for disinterested and impartial economists to say
whether the above solution of enabling the hand-loom weavers to
own their spinning mills is not worth experimenting. If that is
done the weaver may not grudge even if his loom is taxed to recover
any investments made upon bim for his betterment. First make
him economically efficient aad then tax him to his full capacity.

qu-operative Miteracy.
Duty of the Field Staff and their Service Conditions.
By T. V. L. Para Rao.

Hasty formation of societies without doing the necessary propas
ganda work in the beginning is respoisible for the slow pace of the.
progress of the Co-operative Movement in addition to a number of
bad societies we are having today. That we have heavily paid for
this initial deglect is evident from the number of societies liquidated
and from an equal number of them in dormant condition. It is a
matter of commen knowledge that Co-operators all over the world
attach great importance to the value of education of members in co-
operative organisations. The Committee on Co-operation has given
seme suggestions in this direction. No one can foretell how long it
will take for immplementing those useful suggestions. In the mean-
while, are we to remain silent without doing anything 7 Why not the
Central Banks entrust this work to the field staff. Propaganda to be

“intensive must be coutinuous and this can be done by the Central
" Danks through their field staff, \

Aims of ij)dganda. .

The aim of propaganda is many-sided- It will be of consider-
able help in stimulating public interest, It will create an intelligent -
interest among the members in the working of the societies,- If the
kuowledge of correct principles and ideals of co-operation is spread
among the members in~ a village society and if they are made to-
understand the business principles correctly the whole village acquir-
es a tremendous strength, The members in that village will learn
to think in terms "of group instead of self. This is surely a healthy
sign of their strength which will enable them to shoulder. social and
civic responsibilities. Unless these things are achieved by removing
co-operative 1ll1tcracy"the progress of the Movemeutis bound to be
slow, ‘

Instances are not wanting where societies were started by roping

" . in a number of persons without explaining to them their responsibili-

ties and privileges. The bad effects that rmight result due to lack of
knowledge in fundamentals are too piany to be meationed here,
Where the directors in a society or in any institution big or small,
care little for their responsibilities their position almost reduces itself
© tothat of *Guinea-pigs’ and the affairs of that institution will sconer
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or later become one man’s show which is the verv negation of demo-
cracy. It may be, in course of time, the directors may not be able to
- withstand the powerful influence of that one man. Even the staff
iu such institutions will not be immune. Their lovaity will tend to
become stupid and perverted to the extent of self-effacement.
Where the society is not well-founded on sound lines the members in
such society are not guided: bv business instincts. They very rarely
attend meetings. {A curious thing did occur in a big society re-
cently, The minute book of the society tied to the carrier of a cycle
somehow slipped away quietly while being circulated among the
.members from one village to another village, The very next day a
report was given to the S. H. O, of that place. Wide publicity was
also given by beat of tom-tom in the neighbouring - villages.
Of course the book was restored after a week.) They are swayed by
sentimentality and they also develop a nasty tendency to deify worth-
less people though they are enemies of mankind. Sentimentality
and deification are often the greatest enemies of Co-operative Move-
ment, for, these two things are respousible for whiteswashing rotten
institutions. If a bad fellow gains a footing in a weak society it will
be difficult to dislodge him and he will exploit the society for himself.
He might recover his bad and doubtful debts by exploiting the
society. 'Intensive propaganda is the only panacea for ali these evils
and the supervisory staff is best fitted for this task at present.

Service Conditions of the Non-official employees.

It is tot out of place here to refer to the service conditions of
the non-official emp‘oyee.:. After reading through the whole mass of
literature on the origin, development and progress of the Co-opera-
tive Movement in this presidency, one is struck by the fact that the
fate of the non-official employees, who do the hard spade work,
seented to be the coucern of nobody. Or, is their contribution to the
Co-operative Movement so small as to keep them iv oblivien? It is
often said that the progress of any institution depends to a large
extent on the honesty, integrity, efficiency and enthusiasm of the
workers in its employ. For any worker to be homest in his work
minimum scales, dearness allowance and security of tenure are
immediate and indispensable requirements. These conditions form
the pivot round which every thing revolves. It really pains any
thinking man or a true co-operator to find that the service conditions

of these band of useful workers are not satisfactory and quite” incom=~

patible with the financigl position of some institutions.

494

-

CO-OPERATIVE ILIITERACY . o

Incomp'ltxblhtv should have Hio place i Drocvre*'swe 1nst1tutums.

I know several Supervisors (fully qualified) who have put in a service -
of more than a decade drawing. as low a salary as Rs. 25 ‘dnd . evenN ™

the benefit of Provident Fund is unknown to them, Ib is zeally a
funny thing to find. some Supervisors preaching se]t help, better-

living, and better~-farming v"tc., whxle they themselves are hefpless to -

improve their conditions. ‘Are not these men, who have enriched

this land of co-operation by their sweat and hard labour, entitled for
fair treatment? Their share of contribution to the co- operative-
movement must be recognised., ‘Thongh thev afe rdevated to .

relatively unimportant place in tve movement they form the’ ;_mch-
pins to the temple car of Co-operation. [t is weil -known, that the
linch-pins prevent the wheels of any carriage from slidiug off the-
axlestree. The efficiency and enthusizsm of tae employees should’

not he made to suffer onany account. Echics of co-operation must be

" made applicable to the woykers and who skould not be denied justice
of minima by the Central Banks by using euphounious word and.

phrases as counvenient cloaks. It is not bad economy to incur any

.

extra expenditure by way of improving .the service conditions of

the empioyess. On theother hand, it will result in mutunal advan-
tage in thelong run and the stafl will work with redoubled vigour

main silent and unco-operative. over this vital problem ?

TEE MADRAS AGR!&ULTURAL JOURNAL,
An Engiish monthly, which helps to develop your land,

your stock, your purse and your country, Rs. 4/- per annum,
Apply 1—-
' M AN AGI' R, A

The Madras Agncultuml Journal,
Agricultural College & Research Instztute,
Lawley Read P.Q., Coimbators.
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with their guthusiasm unabated. Will the Co-operative W’orld re- ‘-
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Co.operative Institutions and Surplus funds.

/

t By V. ALAGAPPAN, B.A., B.L, N

At present due to causes, aware of, the prices of commodities.’

have soared high. Any attempt to foretell the extent of its possible
rise, witl liken to the man jumping in front of a running car withont
a brake! The prices are rising daily abnormally staggering our ini-
ag nation, Added to this, inflated currency is prevalent in our

untry. ‘These have culminated in the stagunation of ' fuuds in the
Baml:s; without an outlet. The prospect of an outlet ither-to fami«
liaf to us is far remote. It is straining everv nerve of the officials
and veteran co-operators in their effort to find out f;esn avenues for
the utilization of svrplus funds.

The Madras Provincial Coroperative Bank has eot o surplus

fund to the tuae of about two crores. It is bighly deple >
that on a prolonged deliberaticn it has resolved to lend ‘a‘-: 4
per cent. per annum to Cosoperative Wholesale Stcresvin such of
the districts wherein the respective Central Banks have aot lent
to them at this rate. ]t deals a damaging blow at the prestige

L
iy

.i‘ t' To noie

of the Central Banks and the Movement at large. It glares usin .

the face with a threatening attitude to lend or allow it to ‘u:::a The

Central Banks are requested {o think over sericusly before .;:.r?fwmgaz.,, _

at a fingl decision on this matter.

~ The present day conditions afford every possibility for embark-
ing. on new enfe prises. It is of a daily occurrence to us tha many
financial institutions and business concerns are springing up with
their capital in crores. With the large amount at their command
the Co-pperative -Cen‘ral 'Banks can launch new schemss iz,
organisation of ginning factories, varn mills, weaving mille, sugar
factory, juice extracting factory, paper manufacturing companies,
and match factories ete, on co-operative basis with an ulterior
motive of making the finished products available at a cheaper cost
to the consumers. As this is a new scheme, alien to the Movement.
in-our country, it will be highly beneficial to us to constitute a com-
mittee of representatives of Central Banksand the Registrar of Co-

operative Sccieties to think over this matter deeply and arrive at an ,
early decision to embark on this scheme and rejuveunate our Move -

ment.
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- Working of Societies.
o . (Contributed.) o T

- Note on the working of the Atmalkur Chenchu Co- operatlve Purchase and
' Sale Society Ltd., Atmakur, (Kurnool District)

The Chenchus of Nallamallai forest in Kurnool:district are an
aboriginal tribe distributed over 40 important Chenchu gudems. The
Forest Department has been allowing them free rights over the minor
forest produce in the forestarea. The Chenchus used to dispose of the’
produce collected to the contractors who made huge profits out of the

transactions. With a view to eliminate the contractors who happen to

be the middlemen and to dispose of the minor forest prodiuce coliected
to the best advantage of the poor Chenchus, a co-operative purchase and

“sale society was organised with its headquarters at Atmakur.

2. The society was registered on 3-1-40 and started on work on

 90.1-1940. There are 456 members on the rolls with a paid-up share

capital of Rs. 1,868-8-0. The District Collector and the District Forest
Officer are the ex-officio president and vice-president of the society res-
pectively. One of the Forest Range Officers is the ex-officio Secrctary
and the Depnuty Registrar is an ex-officio Director. Besides the above 4,

A ?he }ioard of Dxrecrors consists of 12 other elected representatives of the’
(.‘henc’mls.

L]

3. The following are a few of the important items of minor forest
produce which the Chenchu members collect from the forest ;mm -

1.~ ’lamarmd 2. Honey., 3. Marking nuts. 4, Galuuts, 5. Ip;)m
paluku. 6. Sarapappu. 7. Bees wax.
\
The minor forest produce coliectgd by the members is pooled at .
different centres for purposes of convenience, aud from there conveyed
to the main depots at Atmakur and Velgodu, where the produce is sold

in lots in public auction. The season for ‘the collection of the minor

_Torest produce is generally from Febrmry to July each year. For the

minor fozest produce collected, the Chenchus are paid at the scheduled
rates fixed by the Forest Denartment and a portion of the profits on
account of the sale of produce by the society is distributed as bonus to

’ members, The society has to pay seignorage to the Government which

will be fixed by the Forest Departlnent each year. Government have
sanctioned a loan of Rs. 10,000 repayable in 6 mon.tlis to be utilised as
working capital and the society makes use of this accommodation to the
extent necessary each year. '
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4. The business transacted by the socwty from the date of 1ts start.
mg ig-indicated below i

- - Value of 1mnor Forest Produce.
Year At the begin- Received dur- Sold during Stock at the end
* ning of the year. ing the year. - the year. . of the year,
. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. ,
1939-40 we . 4752 . 5485 . 734
1940-41 734. N 3,798 .2,779 3915
1-7--41 : a . :
to 3,915 385 . 1,045 1,992
31--12-41 o ’ : N
1942 -~ © 1,992 ¢ 1,723. 4,204 486 ’

For the year 1939.40, the sgciety earned a profit of Rs. 1,278 and

. . IS -
the entire amount was set apart towards ‘Reser\{e for working expenses.”

For 1940-41, the society earned a profit of Rs. 1,123 of which Rs. 222 was
set apart towards * Reserve for jvorking expenses”, . During the second

.half of the calendar year 1941 ajid the year 1942, the society had to sustain-

a loss due to heavy depreciation iz the stock and the failure of crops.
The by-laws of the society provide for setting apart a sum of Rs. 1,500
from out of the proﬁtx each year to be credited to a fund called “ Reserve

for working expenses”. The idea is to make the society self-reliant in
the matter of finances after a period of 7 years. Dividend at 6%4 on the
paid.-up a share capital and bonus at Re. 0-3=0 on every rupee worth of
minor forest produce sold to the society wgs distributed to members for
the year 1940-41. At one of the collection centres the society has built
a pucca godown at a cost of Rs..1,430 to store the minor forgst produce
received. The socisty is attemptmg to bring about socio-economic
improvement amongst the Chenchu members who re all along being’
exploited by the middlemen. By undertaking ioin?ksaie of- produce of
its members, the society has succeeded iu putting into the pockets of its.
members, that small prqﬁt which otherwise would havg gone to the

middlemen. Nature being unfavourable for the last 2 years, there was - ,

a drop in'the yield of the minor forest produce. Consequently this
affected the transactions of the society. :

The Quilandy Artisans’ Co-operative Society. _
The Quilandy Artisans’ Co-operative Society Itd., in the Karubrand

taluk of the Malabar {istrict, was registered as a result of a memo-

randum submitted to the Government by the artisans or Viswaikarmas
of Quilandy and its suburbs. The.object of the Society is to develap
cottage industries by organising the skilled workers on .co-operative

‘basis. The Society was started on 26-6-1938. It manufactures artistic
‘wares like hookahs, ash tray:,‘,mger bowls, brass toy e]enhants, photo

frames, lamp stands, hunting taives, paper weights, presentation caskets
¢, - The articles are of a high standard of workmanship and the Society
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" The Beclety is the frst of its kind in the district and deserves every
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has won merit certificates a diibittous.  Of Jate it h'w, bem

to manufacture desk knis
i for 200 doven kuives in
were cxecuted promptly,

} execute orders for store articles, such

1941 nnd for :‘ms do:f.en 1'11 i¢
TL’“ »‘ u.l‘ ; ertn
a5 table knives, sc

Lack of funds a

: r month for one year to -
izblishiment © has purchased a polishing
htEJr: Aéﬂ # drilling maching for Rs. 233-9-0 out of the non. recufring
sheidy ana with e balance the Society proposes to buy an oil engine.
I& is also proposed to depute workmen iu batches for training in  econa.
mic avd precision metbods at the Industries Departmental Factory
section at Calicut, With these developments it is hoped that the Society
would be able to expand its business and market itsegoods at cheaper
prices: AT

The working of the sceiety in the last 3 years i5 indicated below 1

o

.

- Value of raw materials

Year, " No. of members. aroduced for the
) parket.
1939-40 35 TRRA11-0
1")4{)-'51 ) - 35 : 334-14- f)
1841-42 36 645-12-0

-

encouragenient.

The Taninra Co-operative Marketiig Federation Limited,
: . T;rwa*ur upto 30-11.42,
th' ¥ UUUI‘P Co-opfrative Marketing Federstion Lid., No. T-598,
was reg:.wtcr:_7 and started on work ou £9-1-41 with the object of séeuring
better price for the yroduce of its members (vis., paddy)., It has both
the Tanjure and the Trichy, districls for its jnrisdiction with '[‘uuvarm
~as headquarters.  Ils operatiops were till recently confined to ihe
Tanjore dlstnct, as conditions/there were more favourable for a new
institution of the kind taking rvot. Arrangements have now been made
to extend its activities to the Trichy. district also and a new centre has
~be:en opened there. ' :

Mcembership & Capital. 'The authorised capital of the Federation
is L,,. One lakh, made up of 800 “A” class shares of Rs, 100 each and
1000 “B” class shares of Rs. 10 each. The “A” class shares are avails
1l'>1e for individuals' and institutions other than co-operarive societies.
“B" class shares are allotted to co-operam'e societies. There are 62 “A”
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(14 - ; )
and 79 "B” class members, w1t11 a total paid-up sha# capital class mem.

0

bers of Rs. 26,160. Of the “B” class members, 14 are sale societies, The
maximum number of individuals that can be admitted is limited to 250,

Funds. The Federation borrows the bulk of the funds required for
its business, The Tanjore Co-operative Central Bank has sauctioned a
cash credit accommodation of Rs. 45,000 aud the Humbakonam Con-
operative Central Bank Rs. 50,000. \Application has heen made for
another cash credit loan of Rs, 50,000 from the Trichv. District Co-
operative Central Bank., Fixed deposits have also been raised from
members and non-members to the total extent of Rs. 47,500. Mos:; of
the deposits were returned since, when the Federation had surplus cash
during the recent off season, ‘ ‘

Transactions, The following statements show the prozress of busie
ness since the starting (-

Pure E ses., - Sales.

Quantity. Value.  Quantity. Va]ug
Bags. Ra. Bags. Rs.
() Paddy— : ‘

28-1-41 to 30-6-41 outright, 9,515 _ 41,058 5,553 25,133
1-7:41 to 30-G-42 outright. 1,56,796 7,501,438 1,34,795 6,43,026
Consignment wee 15081
1-7-42 to 30-11-42 outright 81,983  4,06,337 2,044 5 "2,380

Total outright . 2,286,294 1198833 2,922,392  11,90,539
Consignment o 15,061 .
(b) Rice— ) '

29.1-41 to 30-6.41 - e
1.7.41 16 30-6-42 . .. 20,551 . 2,61,458° 18,505  2,50.378
1.7.42 to 90-11-42 v 19448 280,312 21,259 . 3,21,297

Total , e 30,999 541770 89764 571,675

—— S—————

Total turn over i—Purchases Rs. 17,40,603.
A Sales Rs. 17,682,214,

Mode of Business. Purchases from members are made outright or
on consignment basis or Nelliruppu basis, Quiright system is most
'popular with the ryots of the Tanjore distriet. Therefore, by far the
largest portion of the purchases nga_riﬁ;: was outright. ) )

According to the consignment system as understood and worked in

the Federation, the produce of the member is handed over to the Fudem- '

tion shortly after the harvest, The cotsignments so handed OVer are
pooled and sold at the discretion of the Federation along with the stock
purchased outright. At the end of the geason, the cost pavable to the
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members is wo1-k<=d out at. the average sellmg price realised bv the Federa-

tion for the pqrtlcular variety of paddy. The PFederation appropriates

" 2 commission of one auna per bag of paddy sold. Advances are givexn to
“the members, when required, against."the value of the stocks delivered.

Interest is charged on the advauces at the Bank rate. The advances are

recovered at the time of the final settiement of accounts. 7,390.bags of *

paddy were taken under this system from S'members and aécmmts settled
in respu:t of 4,485 bags. The accounts relating to the remaining 2,905
bags have to De settled as soon as the b.—daucc of stock of Korangpsamba
paddy on liand is disposed of, The ‘kplw srar has commended this as the
most cn-opv‘mave system deserving of encouragement. Steps are being
taken to popularise it further, . :

Under the Nelliruppu system also, the paddy of the member is
handed over to the Federation shortly after the harvest for being pooled
and sold at its discretion along with the stock purchased outright. The

price payable to the member is to be calculated at the rate prevailing on

a future ‘date when th\, membet desires his account to be settled. He

" must at the time of delivering the stock specify a period of 15 days with-

in which he exbects to have his account settled. It is open to him to
call on the Federation any day during the specified period to work out
the cost adopting the rate then prevailing. Advauces are given.under
this system also and interest is charged. A total stock of 7,900 bags was
taken from 7 members under the Nelliruppu system. ‘The accounts were
settled in all cases in due time., The wmembers were paid
at Rs, 2-7-0 to Rs. 3-8-0 per kalam with reference to the rates
ruling from time to time. The rates prevailing at the time of the deli-
very of these stocks, ranged from Rs. 2-0-0 to 2-8-0. The wmembers,
therefore, stood to gain Bas. to Re. | per kalam. As the ®rice was
continually rising and as the Federation was purchasing all throngh the
period, the Federatidh found itself under no disadvantage. But market
conditions cannot always be expected to be so favourable. Undoubtedly,
this is a sort of speculative business. Thprefnre, as a safeguard agzinst
possible risks attendant on this system, the Federation had to keep on a
suﬂicwnt reserve stack to cover the quantxty remainieg unsettled um]er
the Velhruppu agreements, Several members prefer this system to the

_ontright or the consignment method as outliued above. But in view of
‘its speculative nature, the Registrar has suggested the discontinuance of

this sysxem.

- 8 ,:gr‘ *:LU ,s.%t,s -are on ready cash systems. Where advance paye
. mep,s,x;at;;xmt‘beml re(‘cn ed in full, demand drafts for the balances due
‘g fhﬂs fi o1 the puruhas*rs through the Imperial Bank of | udla enclesing

Ci'? ilway receipts, ;\T{} difficulty isexperienced in d 1snn~,mg of the
& ‘e
toCly of paddy or rice, Tha 5? ='r1eratmn has earned a reputation for fair
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"dealings and financial strength and has secured cuctome.rs at all important
consumers’ centres e.g. Trichur, Erode, Pollachi, ¥arur, Dindigul,
Madura, Tinnevelly, Tuticorin, Ambasatudram ete. The bulk of the
erders are booked by correspondence or wire. Several dealers boak their

orders in person at Tlruvarur, after comparing our rates with the-

quotations of other merchdnts.

Attempts are made to minimise the number of middlemen by es-
tablishing direct connection with the primary co-operative stores, wher=
ever possible, 1his being an organization of producers, direct dealings
with the consumers’ stores result in the virtual meeting of the. producer
and the consumer to the elimivation of all .middlemen, narrowing down
the marginal difference between the producers’ price and the consumers’
cost to the absolute minimum.

'&)110Wi71g the increasing demand on the Federation for !:he.supp]y
of rice, the Federation engaged on sole contract a mill for'converting the
members’ paddy into rice. When it was found impossible to meet all the
requirements of rice through this one mill, the services of  three more
were secured on short contracts. As rice is the ultimate foxm in which
the produce reaches the consumer, it is essential that the Federation
should always have under its control one-or more mills if it should aim
at cutting down the middlemen’s profit in the process of couversion,
which very often proves a substantially fruitful spurce for them. As the
term of the contract for the Rice mill expires shortly, proposals are afoot
for renewing the contract for a further term or for securing a fresh mill.

The Travancore Government placed 4 successive orders with the
Féderation for the supply of 2 total gquantity of 17,000 bags of rice and
the entire contract has been fulfilled. The Government have found the
dealings of the Federation quite satisfactory and they shall be only too
giad to take all their requirements through the Federation, but for the

restrictions reccutly introduced in regard to the movement of rice out of

the Province. : ¢

Considerable difficulty was met with in securing wagons for the
despatch of paddy and rice. But for this handicap, it would have bheen
possibie to increase the transactions of 1941-42 Ly at least 50 per cent.
Several references to the Railway départment failed to evoke a satisfac-
tory response. Far from enjoying any concession by reason of the bulk
dealings carried out, the Federation is definitely at a disadvantage wait-
ing for its turn for each wagon as one amongst the smallest dealers at
each station. _ \

W4
Managemeni. The entire management vests in a Board of 15 mem-
bers, -According te the by-laws of the Federation, the first set of mem-.

bers for the Board stand _nominated by the Registrar for a term of 3 years.
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Subjeot to the control of and delegation from the Board, the Execntive
management is attended to by a committee of 9 members,
».Aufﬂ{)[?QJ”"'.‘t The day-to-day Rdmanram)') 1s carried ont bx a

pald VL"“C ary Who, for the present, is a Co-operative Sub-Regisirar on
fc:' eign service. He is assisted by a staff of 11 clerks., Of 1hese,v 4 are

. a*ten-nng to indoor work and the rest to exequtive functions, being either

in ch.ngé of the purchasing centres or of the mills run by the Federation.
Purchases are made at the various centres by the clerks concerned, sub-
ject to the rates communicated by the Secretary from time o time, Eut
all gales are concluded at the Head office and goods despatched from
convenient centres under instructions from the office.  All cash dealings
are coufined to the Head office, the clerks-in-charge of the purchasing
centres being given sufficient iraprest cach to meet cnoh carthire, loading
ete, chargea, - [ ) ¢

Profit, ‘The Federation earned a gréss profit of Rs, 48,363-4-0 for
the vear 1941.42. The net divisible profit as deeclared by the Registrar
was Rs. 32,515-1-0. One fourth of this, vz, Rs. §128-13.0, shall be
carried to the Reserve Fund, Dividend payable on the share capital at
the statﬁtory maximum rate_oi’ 6% per cent. works out to  Rs. 1,519-9-0,
The Executive Committee have proposed that a smmn of Rs. 1,300 be
carried to propaganda fund, The balance of Rs. 21,566-11-0 will be

‘available for distribution as bonus in accordance with by-law 39, as pro-

posed to be amended. The rate of bonus will work out to 0-2-8 per

bag of paddy sold by the membsrs through the Federation. The bonus

caleunlated with reference to the sales by non-members will have to be

carried to a special reserve, mlleci Price Eluctuntion Reserve, to be’
drawn upon for meeting usforeseen losses arising from any abacrmal

fall in price.

General. In spite of best endeavours, it has not always been possible
to confine purchases to members. Frequently, resort had to be made to
non-wembers for purchesing the requirements of the Federation to meet
beavy and. urgent otders. In 2 rapidiy rising market the members are
reluctant te part with their stock and, if at ali they decide to sell then,
they retease it plecemenl, With orders oun hand for prompt acceptance
or rejection, in mnst cases by wire, the Federation ceuld not be¢ going
about scrupulously looking for members' paddy, unless it be prepared to

“lose the particular transaction or face a possible loss. Losing a parti-

cular transaction mav sometimes mean losing a good customer for ever.
Withy & view to ensure a steady and sufficient inflow of produce to
the Fedc;!atimi from the geveral centres, it is snggesled that all loan aud
sale Societies, now commonly stvled as Marketing Societies, should be
linked to the Federation as feeder socleties. The sale societies are ta

‘serve 23 pooling agents for the produce of the members of the primary

™
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gocieties in their respective areas. The primary societies are to advance
loans nnder the controlled credit system and pass on the produce of their
members, when ready, to the concerned Loan and Sale soviety. The
controlicd eredir loans issued by the primary societies will be repaid out
of the produce loans from the sale society, when it collects the produce
from the individuals. The produce loans will in turn be cleared out of
the sale proceeds, when the preduce is taken over by the Federation for
sale under the instructions of the individual member concetned. The
scheme as thus briefly outlined by the Joint Registrar at a meeting of the
Board of Management of the Federation is to be worked out during the
ensuing Samba season. The -beunefit of the services of the Federation
wili become available to an increasing szction of the poor aud middle-
class ryots as this scheme proves more and more popular. ’

The Mambalam Co-operators’ Club Ltd. - :

The Directors have great pleasure in submitiing their fifth annua
revort on the working of the scciety for the year ended 30 —6-—~42.

Comparative Progress.

Year. &i‘:' Turnover, | Surplus.
| |
. i Rs. Rs.
£ 1937-38 152 111901 534
1938-39 .. 219 | 18,020 615
1939-40 | 895 95,976 1,248
1940-41 ool 415 34,480 1,510
1941-42 v 478 29,236 1,532

n " ; .
The net profits of the year are recommended to be distributed as
follows :— ’

Rs. a. p,

Reserve Fund 383 2 ¢

Common Good Fund 76 10 O
Dividend . 59 € 0 -

Bonus te Staff 166 0 ¢

» Members . ves 913 4 ©

1,532 6 0

. The'close of the year under report was marred by the scare and the
consequent exodus that overtook Madras which, by the way, took two
of the Directors, Messts. 3. Krishnamachari and A. Viswanatha Iyver,
out of the station but it is comforting to chronicle that the Club, like
other coeoperative institutious in the city stuck to its . post of duty and
relieved thie tension of its members and the public who cared to remain
behind, It had not recovered fuily from the shock, when the putiing
forward of the hands of the clock created difficalty of another kind.
Adjustment to new conditions is being made aud the Dircctors are thanke.
ful to members for their continued loyalty and co-operatiosn.

——— s e v
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“ Freedom I"'rom Want” In Great Britain.

The Beveridge Report on Social I nsurance and Allied Services.
i On 10th June, 1941, it was announced in the House of Commons by
® Mr., Arthur Greenwood, Minister without Portfolio, that a comprehensive
survey of the existing system of social-insurance and allied services would
be undertaken by an Interdepartmental Committee under the Chairmanship
of Sir William Beveridge, the suggestions of which wouald be considered in
due course by the Ministerial Committee gn Reconstruction Problzms.
Apart from the Chairmag, the Committee was composed of officials represent-
ing Government Departments who, however, acted in an- advisory capacity
only, so that the Report, which was issued on 1st December, 1942, asa
result of the Committee’s studies, was signed by Sir William Beveridge alone.
The suggestions centained in the Report envisage far-reaching changes
in the system of social insurance and the establishment of children’s
allowances, with the ultimate goal of realising one of the four freadoms of the
Atlantic Charter : " Freedom from Want . The changes contemplated in
.the Report are designed to give a unified social security system on a

contributory basis which would include all citizens without upper income -

limit and would be admiristered by a Ministry of Social Security. This new
-Ministry would be ** responsible for social insurance, national assistance,
and encouragernent aod supervision of voluntary insurance” and it would
take over the present work of other Government Departments.and Local
Authorities in these fields. ’

Contributions and Cost.
>Tl?e plan, though covering all citizens, i3 classified in application
dividing the population in six miin classes: 1. Employees; I, Others
gainfully employed, including employers and independent workers of all
“kinds; I1I. Housewives; IV. Others of working age not gainfuily employed ;
V. Below working age; VI. Retired above working age. All persons in
Classes I, Il and 1V would pay a single security contribution covering ali
benefits, The contributions in Class I, in which the employer would also
contribute, vary from L}é 6d. to 4s. 6d. for male insured, from 2s. to 3s. Gd.
for female insured, and from 23, to 33. 3d. for employers. In the other
. classes they are somewhat lower. The cost of children's allowances would
be paid by the National Exchequer. )

The total cost of the Sccial Security Rudget is estimated to amount to
i ) ’ £697 million in 1945, the first full year of the application of the plan, which
it is proposed should begin on ist July, 1944, compared with £432 million,
the annual cost of the present schemes. Of the increase, £86 million wounld
be borne by the State. Of the expenditure of £697 million, £194 million
would come from contributions of insured persons, £137 million from
employers’ contributions, £15 million from interest on funds, and £351
million from "the Statee In 1965 the expenditure, mainly as a result of an
increase in retirement pensions, would rise to an estimated total of £858

‘million, of which £519 million wculd be borne by the State,
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The Bénefits Offered Compared with the Pre-War Position.

A comparison of the benefits ,to which a- contributor with family
responsibilities within the present unemployment insurance scheme was
entitled before the war on the basis of a contribution of ls, 7d. a weel, with
the benefits to which he wguld be entitled under the plan on the baz’s of a

" contribution of 4s. 3d. a week, shows the great advauce in social sccurity
which an appllcatwn of the plan would mean :~-

1. Utwmployment.—-lnstead of 36s. per week fo' apermd of 26 .
followed by assistance on means test—>55s. per weak for an unlimited <inme
without a means test, subject only to attendance -at a training censre if
unemployment were prolonged.

A

2. Industrial Disability.—Instead of hal{ .earnings up to a maximum
of 30s, per week 56s. per week for 13 weeks, followed by a pension of
two-thirds of earnings up to a maximum of 76s. per week.but not less than
"199. per wesk, ‘

3., Disability other than Infiustrml —Instead of 155. per week for
weeks, followed by 7s. 6d. per week in case of disablement—-36s per wgek
for an unlimited time. . '

4, Medical Treatment, would not be limited to the man only but
would cover the whole family, and woald be mare comprehensiva, including
hospital, dental, oﬁthalmic, nursing and convalescent homes' treatrent, and
postmedical rehabilitation. '

5. O1d Age.—The insured would receive 40s. per week instead of 20s.,
and an increase of Zs. for each year of postponemant of retirement (retirement

age 65 for men and 60 for women), There would, however, be a transition

period of 20" years during which the pension far a married man would gradu-
a.lly rise from 25s, to the full mtc.
Widowhood..—The widow wc*sld receivs 535 per week for the first
13 weeks, then 40s, per week reducnd by a part of any earnings.
. Maternity.—The grant wol ld be £4 instead of £2and an additional
36.,. per week for 13 weeks if the wife was working, mstmd of an additional
£2 which is now paid to a workmq wife. ‘ l
Funerals,—The plan - provides for- a grant of £20 for adults with less
for vounger persous, while at present funerals are not covered by social
-ingnrance. 1 : '
In addition to th=se bensfitz, which are covered in part by insurance
consributions, children’s allowances are suggested at the rate of 8s. per week
" fof avery child, the first excluded, except in cases whare the responsible
_parent i in receipt of insurance benefit or pension, wlhen the allowances
woald be paid for all children,
T hcse are the main features of the scheme which the RPport irself claims
to be *‘ in some ways a revolution, but in most important ways a natural
«leveiopment fram the past—a Brmqh revolution.” ) .
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India~Village Co-operative Industries in the war
and pest-war economy.

What the small scale Chinese industrial' co-operatives are doing to
combat unemployment and for war production! is emulated in India by the
co-operative societies of cottage workers.

That is shown in an illustrated pamphlet received at the International
Labour Office.?2  In the United DProvinces more than 700,600 band.loam
workers were threatened with unemployment through lack of mill-spun yarn
and art silk yarn imported from Japan., In order to meet this situation, the
U. P. Director of Industries was asked to collect the relevant data and the
Government called a conference of mill interests and hand-loom werkers. Tt

“was finally recogniced that, if it were propetly organised, the hand-loom

industry could do much to augment supplies of cloth and other materials for
War purposes.

On the advice of the Industries Department, the Co- -cperative Depart-
ment ormmaed co-operative societies for the manafacture of anfiy blankets:
it was decided that yarns should be supplied to these societies, 1rrangements
made for marketing their products and a Central Marketing Board ‘esta-
blished which would deal directly with the Supply Department. On the
same co-operative basis, “ Tatpattis' (matting used also for screens)
camouflage nets, clothing, cloih, rope, towels, atc., were manufactured. In
jess than a year orders to-the value of Re. 5,000,000 rupees ware complied

vitle, Sf'"'l'}l"«' schemes have bLedn started ip a number of other nrovinces.
During 174142, nea rl«f two miilicn army blanikews alone wers produced in
gifferent provinces and states for the Supply Drepartment. These schemss
gre important not only becanse of theiv valas in present conditions, but also

" en account c!’ their usefulness for the future,

Of all the village hardicraft. industries {metal-work, wood-work, the

*manofacture of paper, tannery and leather worly, soap making, ete) the
"band-leom industry (fogthe weaving of fabrics of cotlen, silk, vmol, cair,

sisal, hemp, inte, cane, bamboo. elc.) is by far the most imporiant and pro-
vided a means of hvphho d for millions of men, women and children in
numerous rural and some urban commanities.

Throug n many vicissitudes and in spite of the 1dvem of m:l’ m1d°
cloth, both 1"'1"‘0!1 ad and indigencus, band-loams have strikingly held their
own, The total value of their annual production is estimated at nearly
280,000,000 rupess. In 1939-40 they supplied as much as 1,600,000,600
vards of cloth, or 29 per cent. of the country’s 5 total output.t _

Notwithstanding such vitality, the position of hand-loom weavers has
steadily deieriorated, largely 25 a result of the economic depression and
during the pericd 192838, unsmployment among them increased ard their

1GE, Iunternational Labouy Review, Vol XLIV. Mo, 6, 1941, pp. 660-667.

3 United Provinces Co-oporative Industrial Fedoration, “We weave to
Victory *'. TForaword by the Govarnor of United Provinoss, Lucknnv’ 1942, pp. 28.°

8 The Hindu, (Madras), 37th May 1941.
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wages {on th}'average declined from 50 per cent. to 75 per cent.! It was
Erejac.iered worse By the tension preceding the outbreak of, and during the
initial stages of the war, The hand-loom industry Q:eneraiiv’ ‘a{er«d from a
shertage of yarn owing to increased consumyption of yarn in 'the textiie miils
and the fall in the imports of yarn,  The price of' yarn for the ‘nand-locnﬁ
wenvers rosa as a result by nearly 300 per cebt. above the prewar level
while the prices of hand-loom cloth increassd by barely 100 per cent? s

- E»Ieanwl?i!e the whole problem of the small scale and cottage industries
had forced itself oo public opiniou, the press and the pubiii‘ a;u?hnrities. }An
1935 the Government of India granted {o these industries n subsidy of
59(?,000 rupees to be.spread over the quinquennium, 1936-37 to 19;!0‘@.
This grant-in-aid bas been continued at the same rate until 31st March 1942
and till 31st March 1943,

. Reférefice may also be made in this connection 1o the All-India Village
- Imdustries Association which was established in 1935 with the support of the
Go.v\e.gnments of difference provinces. It undertakes research, iss.ues publi-
Hand-loom Fact Finding Cammernes o amesime by oty 1941, &

| , Sommi as appointed by the Goveroment of
India to make an extenczive survey of the situation and submit recommenda-.
tion‘s. The committee’is in close contact with co-operative organisations
interested in the problem of manufacture and marketing of hand-loom pro-

_ ducts in the British Indian Provinces and Indian States, A Village Indus-
tries Training Ceptre has also been established in Hyderabad mz& similar
institutes have been opened in  different centeres, including Bombay and
I?aroda. . Other steps for the organisation of cottage industries and provisimﬁ

) of systematic assistancs to them have been taken by Provincial Governments
notably those of Bombay and Madras, ’,

In a study on weavers’ societies in Madras,® which throws a-good deal
of light on some of the problems of the weavers and on the way in which
co-operative organisations can deal with them, Professor K. C. Ramakrishnan
{of the University of Madras) describes the activity of the Hand-loom ‘Wen-
vers' Provincial Co-operative Society :

111 . .
’..‘.The Provincial Hand-loom Weavers' Society ', he temarks,

Y] . N . . A
claims that members of primary societies receive better wages

than ~what master - weavers generally pay... The more important
beneiug c;m.‘erred by the co-operative system is that even at slack
times it is cpen to a member to go to the society, get a suppiy of
yarn, weave it and deliver the cloth to the society and claim hig
wage for weaviog, while the master-weaver may not care to eugag;
any one at such time or engage only at a very low wage, ~

& Yiem. - -~
B 1desm, Tth December 1941.
8 Indian Co-oferative Review July-September 1941.
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. . POST-WAR ECONOMY.

In this connection it must be noted that the nature of help rendered
by weavers’ societies to members since the reorganisation in 1935
is different from the earlier one. - Every member is paid 3 wage
for weaving the yarn supplied t¢ bim by the society which takes
the Tigks of investment in yarn and in sale of goods. These
ricka are not to be borns by individual members, though they are
ertirlad bo shaie tuw picdls LAt e o ity moit ol e
members of societies were treated as independent weavers and
were supplied with yarn, and very often with cash for the pur-
chase of yarn, and there was no supervision worth mentioning
over the use of cash or yars and its disposal, with the result
that default in repayment of dues was oo common. The society
now takes the place of the master-weaver without his exploitas
tion. The loss of the so-called independence of weavers in pro-
duction and sale is but illusory. For such weavers were always:
in a minority and their earnings were seldom appreciably larger
than of dependent workers for all the time, trouble, and risk they
had totake in buying and selling. The weavers’ societies at
present do not get finance for any other purpcse than production -
in their turn they purchase and supply yarn and pay wages and
meet incidental charges but do not attempt to clear off any prior .
debts of weavers or meet their credit needs for maintenance of
families, much less for any ceremonial expenses. b ) :

The broader implications of the problems of village industries in general
are discussed from time to time in the press, in conference and at public
meetings While it is generally admitted that the demographic situation of
India and the need for a more balanced economy call for increased industriali-
sation, the importance of rehabilitating rural life and bringing prosperity to.
the vi]l:?;gejs is fully recognised. '

It is generally agreed that co-operative organisation with financial and
technical assistance from the Government is the best methoed of providing
cottage industries with raw materials under favourable conditions as regards
quality and price, of helping them to improve their production and of orga-
nising the sale of their preductg. '

This view is not confined to co-operators, Dr. Jobn Mathai, former
President of the Indian Tariff Board, in the course of a speech which he
broadcast from New Delhi remarked : ' ‘

*“ Where public assistance is provided for an industry as a whole, large
industries are generally in'a better position to take advantage of
them. Since they are better organised and have more financial
resources their competitive power is greater than small industries

- engaged in the same line of production. Where small industries -
are engaged in carrying out the preparatory and finishing work
required by larger industries situated in adjacent area, the benefit
of public assistance gues almast entirely to the large industries
who stand in this respect in the position of middle manor em-
ployer to the small industries.. In order to remedy the unequal
position in which small industries are placed, it is necessary in
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- cases where State assistanca is required by them, to provideit -

with reference to their specia) circumstances. The most im:.
portant directions in which small industries, . particnlary those
run on cottage lines, require assistance are those of working
finance and of marketing facilities. By reason of- their weak
organisation and inadequate resources, they are not able to secure
the finance required by them by methods which obtain in the
capital market. For the same reason they ars unable to markst
their preducts as promptiy nor as advantageously ag lirge indas-

tries. The most snitable method by which the State can gecist .-

small industries is 10 organise Co-operative Socisties for them,
and to place at the dicposal of such Co.operative Socislies the
finance and marketing facilities required. Individual assistance |
to small industries will be neither effective nor administratively
feasible. The formation of Co-operative Socizties has 5o often
been prescribed as a remedy for, the difficulties of cottage indus-
tries that it has now almost lost its appeal and its importance

" - is overlodked. Nevertheless, for the small industrialist as well
38 the small agriculturalist, co-operation still remains the only
effective road to salvation. 7 o .

T Problerns of Industrial Reconstruction, .Larga and Small Induﬂiries, by Dr,

John Mathai, C.1E. iu the Journal of ths Indian Merchanis Chamber, Vol, XX xv,
- No. 6, June 1942, pp. 275.9, ' v
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Recent Utterances.
POOD PROBLEM & CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES?‘
By W, R. 8§ SATHIANATHAN, M.A., LC.S,

I conéider it a great honour to be vprivileged to addr.ss you. tc‘day.
The subject chosen is “The Food Problem and Co-‘operativc' So.cletles."
As this meeting is under the auspices of the Madras District War
Committee, I shall confine mwself naturally to those aspects. of the food
problem and co-operative societies which are counected with the wa‘r
effort, o , ) . .

Tast because we have fortunately been spared any c%irec.:t contact
W'xth‘ the horrors of actual fighting, exaept for a few sporadic air attacks,
some of us, perhaps, are inclined to place this great problern of the w'fu‘
rather in the background. But the fact remains that t:?e are ncw. in
the midst of the biggzest and most exhausting war of all time embracing
most of the countries on this warth, -

There are two ways of helping the war.effort, One is the direct

method of supplving men and wmouey and munitions for the front§ the

other way is to maintain the howe front, This presents to my mmd‘ as
many problems as are inveived in the supply of men and material,

;i (18 Py 1e Y
Uniess we have a happv and contented people, cspecially labour, the

- L4 R N N . C—"’ 5 - - !‘
home front becomes jeopardised. It is not enough mereiy to caﬂ)~ on
propaganda about the progress of the war without at the same time

H R ea EE R “ S . ) A - g - - i- ‘-’\i -
trying effsctively to comtbat the economic problems arising ont of such a
war, such as the shottage of {ood stufls, the equitable distribution of
ERGEEN P 1 § A At Ll

. .
food and the keeping down of prices to a fair level,

The {o-operative movement is, perhaps, the biggest' and most
powerful agenicy for tackling ‘the economic problems relating te food
i)mduction and distribution, , It is 2 movement of the peog;)]e‘ run 1c?y the
people themselves for their own common benefit anfi as sucl, if eﬂiment]y:
run, should naturally be the main agency thmu_gn which the nume_mu::
economic problems wiich bave arisen ont of this war can be effectively
tackled, ) -

. The food probiem can probakly be dividcdﬂinto three main headings:
(1) the problem of growing sufficient food grains, vepetables, ete, to meat
the situation ; (2) the problem of seeing that the prower get.s: a ';;\roper
price for his produce and is not exploited by ynscrupulous middiemen ;
and (3) the problem of suppiviuz the consumer with foodstuffs and oth::r
eszential necessities at reasonable prices which he can afford to pay., In
all these three aspects of the focd probiem, I helieve ﬂ;m co-operative

" societies bave a major part to play.

Take the * Grow more fond ” campaign. In order to get the ryot to

grow food graips upon the iand, we will have to supply hiw with credit,
I 1

He bimsalf is generally too yGor to finance agrienltural operations. He -

*Looture deliversdd at the Renade Hall, Mylapors on 113h Mareh, 1543,
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- gets money larpely from the money. leuder and the trader, and to some
extent from co-operative societies, But when he gets it from the money
lender and the trader, he bas genetally to accept véry onerous couditions.
He will have to pay, to start with, a high rate of interest and he generaily
has to agree to part with his produce to the trader at a price which is
often far less than the prevailing market rates. While the role of the
middleman is no doubt an important and essential one at any time, there
are individuals throughout the world who take advantage of a situation
like this to earn enormous profits for themselves without any thought of
the suftering they thus cause to others. Co-operative societies are here
1ot so much to eliminate the middleman entirely as to see that the
unscrupulous middlethan is eliminated, We haV,e now over 10,000
village credit societies with a membership of 6% lakhs, In 1941.42, a
sum of over 16 Million Rupees was lent to the member't, for agricultural
operations. Special stress is being laid on short term loans and as far as

- possible, loans for periods exceeding three years are being discouraged
except for the specific purpose of discharging old debts and for the
permanent improvement of lands. Experience has shown that, in order
to get a member of a village society to speud the whole amount of his
loan upon the land, the loan has to be disbursed not in lump to be wasted
but in instalments depending upon the success with which the previous
instalments have been utilised. In other words, unless creditis con-
trolledy it cannot really serve the purpose for which it is primarily
intended, namely to raise an effective crop upon the’ land. But controlled
credit goes farther than this. It insists upon the villager agreeing to
take his produce to the nearest loau and sale society for sale, In this
way the ignorant villager is protected and is able to-get the maximum
return for his crop while the loan he has taken from his credit society is
discharged for him through the sale society. We have 185 sale societies
with a membership of nearly 55,000 and I am glad to say that not only
have loans on produce shown a gratifying increase but the sales effected

. through sale societies are also steadily going up., Thisis due to the

vigorous prosécution of the controlled credit scheme. During 1941.42

nearly 55,000 acres were brought under it through 838 v1llage societies,

Detailed plans have been drawn up to work the controlled credit scheme

on a large scale in twelvc selected d1.>tncts and fruitful result% are

expected in the next harvest seasomn.

But village credit societies can do much-more than merely giving - -

credit. They can arrange for the supply of good seed and manure to the
ryots after consolidating their requirements and obtaining the necessary
money from the local Central banks, which have a large surplus at
present. This, I am glad to say, they are increasingly domg. In co-
operation with the Agricultural Department, co-6perative societies will
- play the major part in the distribution of groundnut cake as manure to
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the extent of about Rs, 10 lakhs, Inteusive cultivation by the use of
improved strains of paddy seed is an important item in the *Grow More
Food * campaign. Government bave recently sanctioned a sum of Rs. 1
lakh for the purchase of improved seeds by the Agricultural department
in the Kistna district alone, The distribution will mostly rest in the
hands of co-operative societies,. Village societies cafi also purchase
improved implements etc. for their members on indent or hire them out
after buying them from the Common Good Fiind. These societfes are
now tak m;r a prominent part in distributing vegetable seeds. Good
results in increasing yields of vegetables have already been obtained in
nmiany places. As regards potato cultivation, Governmeunt have sanc-
tioned a scheme for the supply of manuré in the Nilgiris and have given
a special staff for the purpose. Under the scheme, about Rs, 7 lakhs
worth of manure will be distributed to the ryots this vear through co- -
operative societies and 4,200 acres will be brought under potato cultiva-
tion. Similarly, co-operative sovieties will be financing the ryots in the
Palni hills o buy manure andd to meet the other cultivation expenses for
potato cultivation to the extent of about Rs. 45,000.

We then have the land colonisation schemes. There are 22 land
colonisation societies now at werk and Government have given free
grants to provide their members with share capital at the rate of Rs, 10
each and also interest-free advances to purchase implements.

Madras is a deficit province in respect of sugér. There are eight
sugarcaue growers' societies which finance ryots for sugarcane cultivation
exclusively aud a_sum of Rs. 2 lakhs was loaned to them in 1941-42,
The three co-operative sugar factories at Vuyyuru, Ettikoppaka and
Podaour manufactured sugar to the vaiue of Rs, 14 lakhs in 1941-42 and
it is hoped that in the next season there will be an appreciable increase
in their production. Steps are also being taken in co-operation with
other departments toV¥start co-operative societies for the production of
palmyrah jaggery ip all suitable areas in the province,

. To market agricuitiiral produce on a large scale, co-operative market-
ing federations have been established at Tanjore, Nellore, West Goda-
vari and Guntur, The Proviacial Marketing Society at Madras serves as
a central marketing society for the province and has been doum very
good work. o

Apart from food grains, vegetahles and sugar, there is the problem
of milk supply which has been tackled vigorously by the co.operative
department. In 1941-42, milk supply societies in the province sold milk
and milk products to the value of Rs. 8 lakhs,

So much for the production of food materials and their sale to the
best advantage of the grower. 1 now come to the most important sub-
ject of.co-operative stores, The papers havg been full of the subject of
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“high prices and how difficult it has become for the consumer to get what
he wants at a reasonable price. Black markets have sprung up through-
out the world. Up to 1912 only credit was provided for by the co-opera-
tive movemént and there was no non-credit work. After the Act was
“amended in 1912, the development of non-credit societies was slow till
_the outbreak of the last war. In 1914, the Triplicane Urban Co-opera-
tive Society and the Coimbatore Urban Co-operative Society were the
only two societies selling provisions to their members. 1914 to 1921
was a period of inctease. The nuraber of stores rose to 103 in 1821 and
the sales effected by thewn amounted to Rs. 17 lakhs. The third phase
was from 1922 to 1937, namely up to’ the commencement of the present
war. ‘This was a period of decline largely influenced by the slump which
followed the last war and the number ¢!l stores societies on 30-6-37 was
only 58, The fourth stage is from the vear 1938 onwards. ‘There has
beeti 2 most ‘remarkable expansion of stores societies and their transac-
tions.” Aparr from direct control by the State. by ihe seﬁ;.‘ia'g un of
Prices Advisory Committees, it wai considered necessary o organnisf:
consumers themselves into co-operative stores. The number of stores
which was 85 in 1938-39 rose to 237 in 1939-40, to 432 in 1940-41 and.to
622 by the end of December 1942, The sales showed a corresponding
increase. They were Rs, 35.62 lakhs in 1939-40, Rs, 58.33 lakhs in
1940-41 and Rs. 93.06 lakhs in 1941-42, Toddy there are more than 730
stores, not to speak of branches atd depats, and their transaétions have
reached yearly a crore of rupzes during the six months ending 31.12.194%.
Experience has shown that these orimary -stores societies by themse]‘:'es
are not able to do really continuous good work because of their li:ﬁited
purchasing power and limited capacity tostore articles,  For this reason
primaries have been federated into wholesales one for each district and
nearly every distrint has its own whelesale and those which have ot will
soon get them, It has besn a really ast
» people ave jowsed ille stores
give the share cap which fas bheen codtributed to a few 'stores:
Kisfna wholesals stores started last tio
sale stores st
stores Rs. 68,250,
the working of thess

witabhine thine o ese with whar

o As an exampiae [

or

[ 3 .
iaries and whe

cularly coutrolied artiol
duration of the war, and have given several concessions by relaxing cor-
fain conditinns in the various control orders relating to such articles as
sugar and kerosene. The Chingleput whalesale stores has heen permit-
ted to act as the primary wholesale denter for sugar and wheat in the
district’ and the sole importer of rice from the Tanjore district. What -
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we have to do and are doing is to act as “fair price shops” and put an
effective check to profiteering. I have been keepizg in close touch with
the situation and have received-numisrous reports that co-operative stores
have definitely. become strong enough to be felt not only in steadying
prices at a reasonable level hut in establishing fair dealing by keeping
accounts open for inspection, by giving fair weight and measure and good
quality and above all by making it a rule always to furnish a genuine
receipt for every article of purchase.

No doubt, when we talk of co-operative stores, we always think of
the Triplicane Urban Co-operative Society which has by its good work
earned for itself a world reputation. It certaibly deserves this reputa-
!‘)2
lakhs of rupees. But I must say that of late the stores movement has so
rapidly expanded throughot the Province that there are stores in other
districts which miglit soon establish just as finea reputation as the Tripii-
cane Urban Co-operative Society has done for Madras. The transactions
of societies in Coimbatore, Tinnevelly and Madura are specially note-
worthy. The salés effected in the following stores deserve special mention :

Rs.
Kodaikanal stores ' e .2,78,502
Tirumalai Tirupathi Devasthanam Stores ... 2,20,101
Madura Mill Workers’ stores e 5,42,566

Most of the cotton mills at Coimbatore and other places have their

own stores, The needs of the entire staff of the Cordite Factoy are
catered for by a most efficient stores. T wonder what the staff of the
Hydro-Electric Works at Pykara would do without their stotes
societies. Everything is being done to see that the needs of plantation
labour are beipg met by the formation of stores. - g

It has been said that co-operative stores supply provisions to the

urban population alone. To a certain extent this is true. They do
supply to the urbanypopulation to a greater extent than to the rural, But

"the meeds of the urban population are far greater because for one

thing they are at a distance from production centres and for
another the consumer is usually a wage earner and the value of his
money wage has not kept pace with the price demanded for essential
articles in the open market. But Government have permitted village
societies to supply controiled articles like kerosene and sugar to viilagers
and several societies have already commenced this work., Societies are
also now doing cousiderable business by supplyving the requirements of
members on the indent svstem or acting as agents of co-operative stores.
1 believe that there will be steady and satisfactoryv expansion in all these
directions. :

The history of the consumers’ movement teaches us a lesson, We
find that the movement thrives at a time of rising prices and food shortage
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and dwindles when food is plentiful and prices are falling. There is
no special reason for this except perhiaps, that those who run this move.
ment have not learnt business methods sufficiently and especially.how to
buy articles to the best advantage i bulk at the lowest prices -geuerally
at the time of harvest to compete with the traders who are past mas;er'
in such business. All the same, the British Stores Movement has eésta-
blished itself '1s one of the biggest organizations in the whole world and
there is 1o realon why we should not follow suit provided always that
we take to heart the remarks of a leading co-operator which are as
follows: “ A consumers’ society, as nniversal e=xper1cnce has shown, must
depend on the loyalty of its members and must, in other words, b%e itself
upon members who join and stick to the society not because they hope
for immediate advantage, but because they have grasped the fact that the
existing distributive system is wasteful and anti-social and injurious and
intend to substitute for it by their effort and sacrifice a system which
will ensure the customer getting what he wants, as he wants it, while
securing to the citstomer the profits intercepted by the capitalist between
him and the producer.”

Before I close, I should like to stress one or two aspects of the con-
sumers’ movement which strike me -as deserving particular attention.
I have spent many happy hours just watching the crowds aud crowds of
people throvging inte the stores to purchase their little requirements and

in nearly all of them I have found the arrangements made for the con-

venience of the buyers to be crude and inadequate. The shops are small
- and ill-ventilated. There is generally only one way of entering and
leaving the shop. - This leads to jamming. In the shop itself, arrange-
ments made for quick and efficient sale are- quite inadequate. The
weights aad measures are limited and the number of salesmen far too
few. But above all, I have found not onlv in co-operative stores but in

very many other shops in South India, a tendency on the part of sales-

men not perhaps to pay as much attention as is necessary to the needs
and wishes of the customers, IHow often, alas, do we find that when we
enter a shop eager to buy, we are met not with sxmlts and attentmn, but
with almost a truculent attitude-as much as to say ! ‘ Here is an article ;
take it or leave it as you please; I am not in the least bit interested.’
How glaringly does this contrast with the artistic salesmanship in
England and Europe where, as often as not, even if you enter a.shop out
cf mere curivsity and with no intention of buying anything, you are met
with such courtesy and kindness and artistic persuasion that as likely as
not you leave the shop after purchasingr an article which you never intend-
ed to buy. What we want in this country is efficient, patient, cordial
and absolutely xmpamal salesmanship at the counter. Another point I
should like to mention is that we are prone eveu at this time of shortage
of supply to stick too much to our particular-iikes aud dislikes as regards
food. How many stores have made the bitter complaint that they have
been able to get rice but not the particular kind of rice which their custo-
mers want, say Nellore rice, and so people are unwilling to purchase any
rice at all. The same applies to dry grains and many other commodities.
When we are snffering from lack of trausport and when ws are facing
great difficulties to make both ends meet as regards the supply of food«
stuffs, I venture to suggest that all of us should adapt ourselves and eat
good wholesome fcod of whatever type it may be, sinking our likes and
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disiikes for particular special varieties which may not be readily available
for the present. _

Finally, permit me to offer a word of advice to the non-official co-
operators who are so gallantly running the couswmers’ movement, I

- would ask them not to be put off by way side difficulties but to go abead.

How often I have been met by the despairing cry of cg-operators who say
that they would like to close their stores because they have not been

given a sufficient quantity of sugar or kerosene to sell or because they

have been unJustly harassed or ‘because other vested interests have Jomed
together to ruin them. To all of them, I would suggest that it is.only by
such trials that they can prove themkelves, that unless they boldly and
courageously face such difficulties by honest and good work and by a
spirit of self-sacrifice and service to the public they cannot hope to cou-
solidate their position and that uuless they are tried and wvot found
waunting at a time like this they will not be able, as I sincerely hope that.
they can and will be able, to survive after the war and establish them-
~selves as one of the finest and most bonest and perfect selling ag*enc'eﬁ

- in the whole of this provmce and, I trust, in the whole of Indxa.

[E—

ryr
d'ﬁfeﬁ’

Guaranteed to ~ coatain
Vitamin D and more than
twice Vitarx/nin A than
ordinary Cod Liver Oil.

v’wﬂ.mn. e

QOVERNM!NT Oli. FAC TORY,

Agents .-—-\leesrs. Parrv & Co., Ltd., Madras.
(For the Madras Presidancy and the adjacent Indian States of Mysore,
Hyderabad, vazmcorc. Cochin, Pudukottah end Sandur.)
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L - Conference‘.
The Tamil Nadu Co- operatwe Couference held at Kumbakonam on 28-3- 19’4'33

OPENING ADDER ESS

BY T. AUsTIN, C.1.E., 1.C.S.,
"(Adviser to.Government of Madras.)

Although there is £till much that can be done, 1 feel that the Co-opera-
tive Department has so far been pulling its weight in furthering the war
effort, In Madfas City the Triplicane Urban Co-operative Society has, with
Government assistance, done much to steady prices and to provide people
with the necessaries of life. In the districts too co-operalive societies, if
they live up to their motto of ‘ each for all and all for each ", should be the
very best media for dealing with the two big problems which now face us,

viz., (1) increasing the production of foodstuffs and {2) ensuring their fair

and equitable distribution.

.

Every acre of additional land brought under cultivation will produce

more food and so reduce the shortage, Government have given many con-
cessions to those willing to grow more foad and have alze sanctioned a num-
ber of irrigation schemes, Co-operative societies should tell their members
of these concessions and atherwise encourage improvements in cuitivation,
The adoption of modern methods, the use of improved strains of seeds, the
—~gmployment of better implements and of better manures, and the bettsr pre-
servatmn of cattle manure, are among the matters which will increase the
preduﬁtxve capacity of the lands. And in all these matters the Ag r!cu]twa!
and Co-operative Depariménis must work together and give advice mnd en-
couragement to all ryots. Good seeds and manure can reach best the meme
bers of co-operalive societies if the societics will either purchase them in bulk

tie
e
s
1

for sale to members or will iasue loans in kind instead of in cash. - The -

* graw more food campaign * applies also to vegetables: anybedy can grow
these. Cannot societies buy végetable seeds from their common good funds
and supply them free to their poorer members or even to poor noen-members ?

It is most important for, ﬁnamr’ ta be s pplied to the ryots -in sufficient
amount and in time. 1 beed not e).plam to 3 you the forecast sfstem and tha

" controlled credit system. I remember well when these were in their experi-

rnr_ma]‘ g{'}n.:ghl They 212\7# row proved themselves, It stands o reason thay

1ndd the grestest return will be a“‘u*ﬁd if Ina*:s are

dishursed soly :
Tt iz fal

= ' As you k“ow. the dxetncts of Madras have been divided into surplus and

134

~ deficit districts—the names exflain themselves, The grain purchasing officers
‘of Government will also no doubt be able, through the controlled credit sys.

- fem, to divert food to the deficit districts where it is most peeded. 1 think
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all cultivation loans should be granted on t‘:e comroﬂed credit f'ystem ~which
is especially appropriats now. And let there be oo cultivable land lying
waste. Co-operative Societies should give the widest publicity to Govern-~
ment’s conzessions and help members to get them, There must be many
acres lying waste in various parts of the country and Co-operative Socistics .
should 8o their utmost to get these cultivated, for instance, by helping lend.
less agricultural labourers jointly to obtain sut':h iands and providing for them
finance, ceeds and manure, Those persons who have got lands under the
Government concessions, should be persuaded to join as members and then
helped with money etc., for theit cultivation purposes. ‘ <
Co-operative Stores Societies are doing valuable service in the distritu-
tion of foodstufis which is almost as lmportant as production, Governm ot
have put in the hends of theee stoves ihie uale of conlivlled ariicles Vike ke
sene pnd sagar.  In Chinglepat, the District Stores {newiy sta sd) is
sale dissributing agency in the district for sugat and bas also been give
50,000 bags of rice for supply to the public 1h.{0ugh the primary stores
¢he district,  This is an instance of how the Co"opera:ivs Department
heiping the raral pepuhtmn and there should be no grodnds for auy come
plaint that the towns-peci.. ‘are alous baing helpod by the Depariment,
Viilage credit societies should make full use of their by-law which provides

iz

. tinder the joint purchase system for the supply of the domestic requirements

of members. There is no ban, provided the Central Baaks agree, on socie-
tias buying and supplying for cash both to members and to non-members
any essential commodliiés, as is being dore in West Godavari and South
Kanara districts. In this way, ca-operation can do much to relieve the dis-
tress caused to all the poorest people in the villages by the shoriage of feod-
atufls.

There is avnother direction in which »z:o-o‘wa.tfva insiitutions can further
the war effort, , by developing coltage indusiries and so relieving the
strain on organlscd industries now engaged on war production. ;- Weavers’
societies are executing for the Army large orders for the supply of textiles
iike mazri cloth, dusters, handkerchiefs, towels, bandage cloths, gauz# etc..
They have so far supplied 3, 66, 194 yds. at a cost of Rs. 1.34 lakhs, Cum.
bly weavers societies are supplying cumblies to the military and to the
A. K. P. men,” The National Leather Works Society in Ellore has secured
an order from the army for 1000 pairs of chaplies and a society in Kumba-
konam for the supply of 500 pairs of chaplics apd #00 pairs of sandals. The.
Silpa Industrial Society in Guntur has an order for 7000 helvesaxis-picks,
Samples of camouflage nets, tabls knives, brass buckles and leather gloves
prepared hy co-operative societies have been sent up to the Army who will
doubtless order large quantities if they are well made and suitable. There
is a great future in this line.of activity, not only as a war-time measure, but
as a step to relieve unemployment afier the war and thus promote mdus..
trinlisation in the country.
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For the deferce of the country, largg contingents of troops, both Indian
and European, ate stationed in several parts. They require milk, vegetables,
ghee, butter etc. 'The societies working in these areas may arrangs to sup-
ply these articles so that the troops can be sure of getting good wholesome
food. In places where there are no societies, societies~may be formed: this
will bring money into the villages. ' !

To turn from the war, there are other more domestic matters to which
co-oparators should devote their attention and which call for improvement.
Out of about 12,000 credit societies in the Province, only 333 were classified
as thoroushly gobd-societies during the audit for the year 1940-41. Asmany
as 1619 were considered bad and fit for liquidation. Every year, many-
societies are being liquidated and in spite of it, there is practically no reduc-

tion in the number of bad societies, which means that every year a large

number of fairly good sociecties are turning bad. The prezent system of
supervision is to a large extent responsible for the unsatisfactory condition

of many of the societies. Supervision of societiss is not a statutory duty.

cast on the Co-operative Department ; it ia the legitimate duty of non-official

ca-operators., Many of the unions, | am told, exist only in name and turn
out no work. Men with leisure and ¢nthasiasm are needed on the governing |

bodies of these institutions and to supply them a system of nomination( by
the Central Bank and ths local co-operative officer may, 1 suggest be coni-
dered, The services of departmental officers to work as executive officers
may be secured where competent non-officials are not available, Anyway it
is for co-operators to put their heads together and evolve a satisfactory
scheme to ensure efficient supervision. It is most important to get into the
Movement new and young blood: the Movement cannot prosper without
sincere and keen members and without full public recognition and support.

Again, co-operati‘ve education and propaganda are most important for
the progress of the Mavement. Many of the members -and office-bearers of
co-operative societies are still what may be called co.operative illiterates,
The Government of India grant which has been spent during the last 3 years
on panchayatdars' training classes and other schemes of training will not ba
avalinble in the future. In this matter of education, non-official help is
essential and I hope it will be forthcoming, 1 always found the ignorance
of panchayatdars most disheartening.

As a result of the rise in prices, agriculturists have been getting larger
incomes. Though it may be true that a large part of the increase in prices

is appropriated by traders, merchants and other capitalists, yet the increase

in the income of tha ryat is not negligible. ‘This is the time for the ryots to
save any surplus income : it will stand them in good stead during the future.
A vigorous thrift campaign should be pursued. Societies should collect all
the arrear dues from members and all the overdue and share capital, and
thereby toth help members. to save and also strengthen their own financial
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p?)giiicin. A partieular class of people “whom éo-oper?.tiva societies should
hélpare the agricuitural labourers, who during certain months of the year
pecesearily have no work in the feids. This problem has been tackled hy
the Alamura Co.operative Rural Bank in East Godavari District, The
Bank advances loans in kindA r the shape of rice and cloth for amounts not

exceading ten rupees to each member, and collects these foans in the

harvesting season by the sale of thrift labels which are prigted in' books
bearing denominations from one anna to one rupee and having a different
«enlour for each denomination. Thus petty savings are ‘promptly collected
from labourers when they can best afford to pay them. The system educates
the members in thrift and economy and has bezn a great succesg in that area.
Insurance societies also can balp a good deal. I imagine they can
issue policies for short periods w}aich will p.ro'ride the @oldet:s with su{hciet.:t »
funds, later, for instance, for ‘the marriage of their childrsn, for their
children's education, for buying a bouse or a motor car, Urban' bankg,
which have many industrial worlters as members, roight }ntroduce ig their
‘bylaws a compuisory provision.for saving. Every possible step must t;e
taken to induce the ryot and the industrial worker not to spe | their
increased income on non-essentials, but to lay it by, preferably i .a co-
gperative scciety, as ap insurance against a rainy day and the slamp which
is almost cerlain to follow the war. There is at present a most gtgent need.
-for personal economy and for limiting expenditure only to essential commo-
dities. Otherwise, prices will rise further and further. Save what you can -
and the co-operative societies give full means for doing go. .

" 1 have much pleasure in declating open this Conference.
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AN INDUSTRY
115 distrés:s supporting the largest number of people
in the Madras Presidency, next to "Agriculture.

SUPPORT THE HANDLOOMS!

NO EXPLOITATION !
NO PROFITEERING!

For Style an¥l Elegance wear the Co-operatiye' Handloom cloth !

Specialities: Sarees, dhoties, upper cloths, towels, shirtings,

wm———&;-atings, bandage, ganze, _'bedsheets, handkerchiefs,
printed fabrics etc. o

Always in stock in the Emporiums of the . A
Madras Handloom Weavers' Proviacial Co-operative Seciety, Ltd., Madras,
: and its 200 affiliated socifties and Agencies.

For furthér particulars :
The Madras Handloom Weavers' .
Provincial Co-operative Society, Lid,,
' 1/159 Mount Road, MADRAS. .
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.all'cul s,
R. C. No. ! lar
Draft amendments to rul wide v |
e under Madras Co-operative Societi
ciet
Fort St. George, Marel: 5, 1943 (G.0. Ms. No. 33 87:»Devez:;:‘,:::;)

Notice is hereby giv
v given that the draft will be taken } i i
or after the Ist May 1943 and that any obiectioi t::ﬂ;ﬁ oot deeation on

be received with res
e : spect thereto from any pe
will be considered by the Government ofyrx?ailsrzt before the date. aforesaid

DRAFT AMENDMENTS.

1. item (¥ iti ) . :
Initem () of the definitions at the commencement of the said 4

rules, the following shall be added at ihe end namely
=3 p M r—

113
. Or to execute the decisi

xecute ecistong or awards of the Repi i
c};{fetl%gidxstrxct or to execute or carry out any o%;f:;ar«;:; Reg§strar
gistrar or Registrar, of the district in rezard to t; achm e
and sale of property,” . N a¢ attachment

2. Insub- 7-A

Regivtar ;ahb rule 7-A 3f rule XV of the said rules, after the words ‘¢
- Rey , o words “ or sale officer em i gl
inserted, powered by him ™ shall be
CIRCULARS |
-R. C. No.. - )

" Subject —Weavers C A
: L.o-operative Sacieties . Mod
ety N —~Model bylaw—Bylaw
Exstngunon of profits —Payment of honorarium ytlg"d'Not 9
—~Amendments to bylaws—Prescribed. _ frecters

Model bylaw 49 of weavers societi
the 9 1S societies does not, at pres j
thatp}a}s;;:gtr:; :f‘ :hng rurz;une..ratlon to f?fﬁce bearers. It Il)ms El’)’tlate‘n l;;;:;‘iirif o(;'
ot Direato 5 Who » :x? her some specific service to a society deserve t:). ;
oo s iy P2 o e s s and boue o et f i
¢ s er y ] e last conferenc ;
. rﬁiil:starg;sa::ll}:i et:.e It{le:gxslrar ax:zd the concensus of Opiuicmfi\rrgrsmtiaotf gepuli/
o and g r€‘u'a. ) ‘e." to provide {or the payment of a remuneration ou‘:’a;
D e Sumidie.cos;m;ed, however, t.ha'f in reckoning profits for this u0
o rasay Subsidic sqgot 'rom the Provincial Society should be ignored "arll)d r_;
mitted to e pay Ia‘; hper cent of the MNet Pr_oﬁts so arrived at, might be perl-’
he conegon baid loz_!f)rarmm. . The Regxstx’ar accepts this resolution but
henorarium shoulh;l;ee ?ix;;l:::ltqsi;x 31:5 r;am m.aximum' onte aro o such
o | L , XCessive payments
dirrngg tl;::t:tav.!;se a sccxet‘y has carned substantial [i)r};ﬁts. Ig;e aEOt :il'mde’
at bylaw No. 49 of weavers’ society be amended as followg'or ety

g &t ;

Ihe ])el)uty I{e l:tl.’lr rs n]as [JGlm!t the maximum llmlt tO he- ﬂxed mn

each CabE, Wlth Ieleleﬂce to the genetdl ﬁnauClal pOSltloﬂ Of the SOCXGW aﬂd
onsu B.tlo[l \ J ¢ ‘V ¢ s PIOVIDCI l -0pera=

1N ¢ It | Wlﬁh the E\Iadtas Iiﬁtndloo’nl Velve 2 CO p g

Bylaw 49~ Add the follow ¢ (4) 2 the ~subs
quent i 49— he following as clause {4) and renumber the - subse-

[ ]
(4) Out of the remainder, a ' . |
i ' ainder, a sum not exceeding 20 per ¢
?f;n 5)1::;'1[;5 \?J;xved 'atpby JIgnoring the subsidies got frorﬁ ’th:ntMZfd;:S
pandloom | avers Provincial Co-operative Society, -may be paid
rarium lo a member or members. of the Board of "Direct for any
specific services rendered by him or them provided tl h o o
does not exceed Rupees.....” N At fhe sum s paid

e

ggestion which may-

ORDERS AND CIRCULARS -
R. C. 7073/42-C. 30t March 19:43.

Sub 1—Organisation of ford supplies—Mcfussal towns - scheme fogthe
distribution af foodstalls through Co-operative Stores.

Ref:-~G. O. No. 397, Dev. dated 25-3-43. .
Government have had under consideration for some time a scheme sub-
mitted by the Registrar for the purchase, stocking and distribution of‘foo.d-
stuffs to the public through the agency of the Co-operative Stores. A Senior
seputy Registrar was placed on special duty to work out the details of the
schame. He has cubmitted his report o Government. The orders Vof
Governinent on the report of the Special Officer are summarised below (—
1. Places selected jor the introduction of the scheme.—The scheme
will be introduced from 1-4-43 in 34 towns through the agency of 14
Co-operative Wholesale Stores and 65 primary stores, listed in Anqexum I
essful, it may be introduced in some

(Omitted). 1f the scheme proves succ - ' ] ]
more towns., For the present, the scheme is sanctioned for a period of one

year from 1-4-43, ) .

11. Objects of the euhdmie.—The main objects with whict‘x the Regigmr
proposed the scheme to Government are to check pro_ﬁteexmg by -private
dealers, to bring down prices in the market and to maima:n_ them at & reason-
able level and to relieve distress io regard tofood supplies in the event of an
emergeacy. The scheme aims at the distrinution of . essential EoodStuf.fs to
about ¥4th of the total population in the selected towns. ‘Fhis ‘m:ull be
achieved by building up 2 months’ stocks of the essential commodities in the -
Clo-operative Wholesale Stores and 1 month’s stock in the primary stotes
and also by developing the transactions of the primaties, so that the stock
Luilt up in the Co-operative Wholesale Storss .may be rotated within a
reascnable time, before it gets deteriorated.

111. Commodities.— The following cammodities are classified &5 essential

under the scheme.

- 1. Rice. . :

Millets—Ragi, Cholam, Cambu & Karra.

Redgram—Dholl.

Tamarind.

Salt.

Chillies. _

Oils— Gingelly, Ground-nai & Cocoanut oila.

Jaggery. . —

. Sugér.
Primary and Wholesale Sidres may.
guarantee given by Government wili
commodities, For this purpose, separate
tained. . . .

1V. Fiving of Selling prices.—Prices for “tha sale of the essential com-

modities should be fixed according to the run of prices at the time of supply
as explaiced belew 1— : '

(@) In Districts which import grain through the Grain Purchasing
 Officers, the price at which these grains are impoerted will be the governing
" factsr, Wholesales and pritnaries, which will be approved by the Collector

for the sale of such grains, will be governed by the orders of the Collector.

(A} Tn Districts.which exportgrain through Grain Purchasing Officers,

the buying price of the Grain Purchasing Officers will ba the governiog factlor.
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(c} For other articles, the prices fixed by the Taluk Prices Advisory
Committees will be the governing factor. The guestion of appointing repre~

senlatives of Stores as member of the Taluk Frices Advisory Committen ig-

under the consideration of Government gnc separate orders will ha igsusd op
that, o . ‘ R

{d} Subject to the ahove Limitation
consideration the cost price at the time of
w‘astage,'ather losses on acceunt of sror
el If the difference betyesn the siling price of Co-operative retail
stores and the market rate is vary great. there is the danger of unscrupulons
buyers frequenting the shops with 2 viaw to sell again at s profit. This
tendency may be discouraged by restriciing tue quaniity soid at a nme o an

individual, ; o .
. Each store should have g Frice Fixing Committee which may meet
once a-week or as often as ig neceseary, ‘The prices fixed by the Committee
1\'

should be boldly exhibited ori beard at & prominent placz in the stores,
=« The Chiet Execative Officer shouid havs the discretion to refix the price of
any commodity, subject to ratifs aticn by the Committee ot ite next meeiing,
V. Purchase of Stocks.— Whalesale stores, which are “situated in
districts which import grain frons out Ide, should ordiparily get their require-
‘ments through the Grain Purchusing Officers.  Others may purchase their
requirements from their usual scarces of supply, seasonal purchases should
be made, wherever possible from the centres of production. Co-aperative
agencies as stores, sale cocievios eto. at the centres of production may be
appointed as agents for purchase of stocks. Co-aperative primary stores that
come under the scheme will ‘continue to trade on their own responsibility
and will not be converted into agents of wholesale stores for the distribution
of essential commodities. They should. ordinarily get their supplies of
essential foodstuffs from the Co-operative Wholesale Stores in the district,

&

except the primary stores at Trichinopoly, Salem and Mangalore which are -

permitted to do wholesale bnsiness under the scheme. It is a point to be
neted in this connection that Government have guaraatee to Central Banks

and the Madras Provincial Co-operative Bank, the repayment 'of loans
advanced in connection with the special stocks to be held under the . scheme

only to Co-operative Wholesale Stares specified in the schems and to the -

3 primary stores at Trichinopaly, Salem, Mangalore. So all_the primary
stores would do well to confitie their purchases ot essential commaodities to
the Co-operative Wholesaie Storas.

VI. Finance.—It has been estimated that a sum of nearly Hs. 32.24
lakhs will be necessary to stock the requirements of essential commeodities
for three months for 1/8th of the population in 34 towns selected,  Whole-
sale stores will borrow this amount from the local Co-operative District
Central Banks, which will, in turn, borrow, if necessary from the Madras
Provincial Co-oparative Bank at 33 percent and lend to the stores at 4 percont,
Government have been pleased {0 stand guarantes for the repayment of
loans advanced in connection with the special stocks to be held under the
scherpe to co-operative wholesale stores and to the retail stores at Trichinopaly,
Salem and Mangalore which are covered by the schemes by the District Co-
operative Central Banks either from their own funds or from borrowings
from the Madras Provincial Co-operative Bank. .

VIL  decounts——The scheme will necessitate the keeping.of separate
accounts for trading in the commeodities covered by the scheme. | Ssparate

¥ N ! -
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Ql ORDERS AND CIRCULARS ,
‘ ‘ i i ctions 1 their main-
il b sented and detailed instroctions issued for | !
G ill be presented and detail T nais
au.o;x::sax:d audit in due course. Till then stores both Wlxoi§§c1!e ar?d ’:rtra:‘;
;ertz-arecrueqted to maintain szparate acccunts for any expendifure incurre |
under this scheme. . . ,
Vill. Government Assistance—As already stated Gove;rnme(:inttgx::g::
been pleaged to stand guarautee for the repalr_;ment of gdvancg,: rt:;]a; %istric{
. i N 3 he 3 Primary Stores by t

- tive Wholesale stores and the A ‘

gon?r‘zr%mks aud the Madras Provincial Ce-operative Bauk. }S‘fcondtl)y
Cgllectofs have hzen requested to assist in the working of thﬁel s¢ urr}fmy
i%i*ioning huaildings in places where godown§ are not easily av;?: a ef.
Equ Su;bthev have sancuioned staff to work as the b:zt:retar:es or Mana,,e.rs o
: arft ]Co-o;)e'ra’ive Wholesaie Stores and Primary Stares and_also_ to it.pf:r-
SI(')-;;eﬂ*e worl'iing of primary stores. A statement showmg tne}dts‘t\‘n ut:o?f
v;sthe' ctafl sanctioned for each district {is appended (9n1:tted:. *po f"a}
;::’{S bee;n given to well-established wholesale and primary stores which

may be expected to stand on their own legs. The services of the staff will

i 1 ill 31-3- a ‘question
be provided free of cost in the first yaar i.e. till 31-3-44 and the questi

will be re-examined before the end of the period. '
7 The following matters are still under the consi

N

ment

deration of Govern- "’

1. Whether the Government should have a share in the profit of
e scheme ; . o
2 \\f‘gether repr:eﬁ;entasives of stores shquld be appointed as members
- of ‘Taluk Prices Advisory Committes; and < for 5
3. Whether stores should be recognis=d as sellers of good? or purpose
. of War Risks (Gaods) Insurance and allowed to insure thair
géods against fire and war risks.

The orders of Gavernment will be communicated in due course.

+ 3. The stores coming under the scheme have hee'n %;vf’n :::n Qgp'pgr}
tunity'not only to serve the public but. also to expand thelrh tuggne;; ;ex erg.u
times and build up their reserves. The Registrar trlugés ; ts; he SI?iisr Wr‘\d
rise ;tho the occasion and play the _ro!e thaAt is eIXDSGtZ Cr cifére)s a‘hdwtyg-;g
foremost, they should develop busme'ss'prmc:p es and pra tices and uy Lo

1 be utmost satisfaction to the public. No distinction _shon e ma
o aon mbers and non-members in the sale of essenua‘l commodities.
betwesn ;ne’ées of the stores should be censiderate and_pohtg towards all
Tbioerrr?eriso} Any complaint from the public should be investigated at once
:‘tllsd adequ‘ate punishment meted out to the employeesﬂ wh]gngw"er lgsge:::,e
For this pubpose, the executive head of the Storesﬂ .a,:‘nu' r{t,-dg M funnt;m,
powers of control gver the staff. Tho'u’gh the store::j arf ez.fe, © i ‘»ht gf‘— i 1
af present only as ' fair price Sllst%,. they should ‘u{c{.t 'osti:segvnnt y e
ultimate object viz., fo secure as dxsmbu'tors‘ of fco sg s ;cnd\;x:m e 1t ¢ thaig
emergency when normal sources of distribution may; ﬁ;ao lo q.mmger i
purpose the retail stores coming uuder the scheme s :lml;v +h§m 7 pum ;b;l of
depots in all the important parts of tl,lr:e' towR serve losi r;wd “v.v'irh n view ;o
ness premises should be selected and their practices d c’aﬁ e‘Re ,;ﬁw,lr ew to
meet with any rush in the svent of an emt_zrgen;):y.d. tv:'rwti\;zmcige of' S}{;
that the non-official gentleman cmm‘ected.thh tl'l‘: ‘:St.ti; »,.q.‘hen;e : co(i
Movement will evicce real enthusiasm in working he s¢ jemme {)‘d ;
holeheartedly with the Deputy Registrars and other stati provide

operating w of which any co-operator

by the Government and make ita grand success,

can be proud. .o
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X1l Andhra Provincial Co-op. Conferénce, Tirupati,
. ’ RESOLUTIONS.— (continued from last issue.)

- Royalasesme.

40, Whereas Roralaseems districts are finpoeinlly backward and are anbject
H his Confoars reguosts the Government to start the work of the Tungu-

hadra Prolzet immediately, and completo i3, to organise igdustrial socioties for the

daveloproant of the cconomio prosperity withe pecple in thege partz and o give a

£llip to the ecopomic batterment.

41. This eonfercoeo roquests the Madras Provinein! Co-oparative Bank and the
Govaroment $o institute 2 Committes for enquiry an? report of the situation in the
Royalascema and to suggest ways and meaid o spread so-oporative movement in
thoss parts. ) o

g

Co-operators

42, This Conference ex¥presses its goatituds to Hon'ble V. Bamadas Pantdly

who has randored invaluable services, as a leader of ths ce-cperative movemont

both in E}mm andvm the Andhra Provinee, in particular, and who is taking rost

owing to ill-hualth and requests the Executive Committes of the Andhea Desa Co-
operative Union to take steps to establish suitable memorial in a prominent place.

. Foan-Official Staff, )
43, This Conforence resolves that in.view of the atnormal rise of the prices of
the commoditics, all co-oparative institutions should grant dearness allowance to
_ their employesas as is granted by the Governmont to their servants.
. Miscellzstnzs,

7 44. This Conforenca informs Co-oporators and Co-operative Socisties fo sonsi- .

der that tho present insroase in their incomos, owing to high prices, is ooly a

. temporary phizse and that serious economic depression would prevail after the war,
and advises them to rozort to thrift and savings during the present period of infla-
tion of prices.

i 45, This Cquﬂraﬂc@ requests the Registrar to racommoend to the Governmoent.
to effact purohase of grains only through the agensy of co.operative socioties 4o .

_oater to tho fulure need®n .

45. As the non-crodit socisties are in an infant stage this Conference raquests
the provineinl Banks and the Government to give spacial financial aid for their
management and improvoment, :

47.  Oun zecount of thonon-availability of food-stufls and kercsene o the people,
under the pregsont cironmatances, and, on account of the sals of articles by tho mev-
chants o those who are prepared to buy at their quotations, and refusing to =0l to
othory, this Conference, with a view to check sueh inconveniences, requesis the
Government to issue licensos to co-operative societios of every type to sell cen-
trolled articles like kerosens sugar wheat ete,, to the publio and to order that
cunibrolled articles should be sold, only, through co-operative socisties wharever
they oxist. :

-+ 48, Thig Conferance roquests the Governmsnt to open depots for the sale of
foodstudy to the poor at cheap rates. -

49. This Conforence requests the Government, through the Registrar of Co-
oporative Socisties, to see that the Railway Company allows pricrity fasilities for
tx;:insportation of fopdstufis and paddy from one part of tho Andhra districis to the
other. - :

. 50. 'This Confarenoe rogrets to find that even though the undermentioned reso-

lutions have baen passod by several conferences thay wers not taken note of and |
brought into force; therefore, requests the Government to reccnsider and bring .

therw into foros as immediately as possible. . -

() To exompt the Co-operative Societies from payment of profession tax ;
(6} To provide house-sites fres of cost for construction of buildings for the
X co-operative societies wherevar they are available for their habitation;
(¢) To give preference to non-official Co-operative Employses in the matter
of recruitment to Government servicey, with exemptions from age limits
in all casay: : : .
(d) That the Department be invested with powers to hand over propertiss
- purchased in sales by co-operative societins without..havingrfurther rs.
course to Civil Courts ; o T
- (¢) That ths Department bs authorised to proceed Aty mst :{fm"ﬁul’%tibgﬁwhu
aro ontrusted with moveabls properties att’nefie ~1f execiitign. efbo-
operative awards and to enforee the tefipd of surety boud"’"vfithc&ilt
recaurse to Civil Courts. A A

Yot eyy oy
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ative Insurance can offer vou the maximum

oo LDIT,E'ED ’a}/%oﬂl@i—& o 7"}' at lowest premiumn rates, with handsome

4ghus, liberal policy conditions and many unigue

#
-ielits 00 to policyholders only, The Society is

QL,) o 515 P GIC}DQ;@L.&J - -\ *tthem, exists for them, and is governed by them.

s managed under direct Government control, it
1p strong fnancial reserves aud is therefore the

yj »
- it income is Rs, 100 or- 10,000 a year there is
o b suit vou, ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 10,000.

»“#{with us and Ensure yonr Future.

HAHH K7 9 plan that will exactly suit your needs.
Liberal Agency terms:

The South India Co-operative Insurance Society, Ltd.,

Head Office: MADRAS,
Telegrams : SICOIS. ' Post Box No. 182.

(PHONE No. 8175.) o ., R
The Madras Drovincial Co-operative Marketing Society, Lid.

582, Pycrofts Road, Triplicane, Madras.
(Registered Under Hadras Act VI of 1932.)
Head Office 582, Pycrofts Road, Triplicane, Madras.
Fruit Branch 38, Bunder Street, G.T., Madras.
Provisions Branches... 327, Mint Street, Madrus.
1/14, Pondy Bazaar, Theagarayanagar.
Dresident:'SrI Rao Barapur M. GIRIAPPA, n.a.

The following are the main chjects of the society :—
{a) to arrange for the sale of produce of the affiliated societies and
other members to the best advantage ; >
(b} to.act as agent of members for the disposal of their preduce;
{c) to co-ordinate the activities of the various non-credit societies
by getting them into topch with the market, places of pro-
duction and the prices prevailing jn the presidency;
{d) to serve as an information bureau of raw products available in
the presidency or elsewhere, .
Commodities available in the Head Office at Triplicane and
Branch at Mint Street. .
Handpounded. raw rice, milled raw rice, boiled rice, Ghes, honey,
toothpowder, seekai, jaggery, dholl, gingslly oil, turmeric powder, coffee
seeds, tea, eucalyptus oil and graded eggs.
Commodities available in the Fruit Depot, at 38, Bunder Street,
G. T., Madras. :
Kodur sathiugudi oranges, limes and sapotas.
Promote Co-operative Marketing by purchasing your requirements, |
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- Regd. No. M. 1284,

fiadras Provincial Co-operative Bank, L1d.

. (Registered under Madras Act VI of 1932, formeely Act 11 of 1912)

HEAD OQFFICE: 379, China Bazaar Road, Madras Phone No. 2390,
MYLAPORE BRANCH : Luz Church Rond, Mylapore ,, . 3334,

EGMORE ey Ebrahim Colony, Eymore- =,/ 8510,
TRIPLICANE ., 111, Big Street, Triplicene ,, 86196,
P ————

President: Sr1 T. A RAMALINGAM CH ETTIAR, R, &I, MIL.C.
Segreta‘ry: T. RAGHAVENDRA RAO.

The Bank is the chief organisation '01 providing vrccm # the
agr multunstf: of the Province. Y

The Banh acts as Bmke 5 to the “\’iad1 as i.ornuut.an, Unwersﬂv
of Madras, Andhra University, Annamalai University and the various

Local Poards and District I\fimlic:inalitieg.

For rules and terms of business, apply to =
THE SECRETARY, HEAD ()E‘I‘ICL, OR
A‘\W O}" "‘Hh BRANCHES.

. The Madras Caﬂup@raiiv@ Central
Lancﬁ Msrtgag}e Bank, Ltd.
M. p.C. Eimlk Buildings, Luz, Mylapore, Madras.
~ P.B. 808 -
Prosident: Set DewAx Bamapur C. S. RATNASABHAPATHI
~ : MUDALIAR, C.R.E,
The vext series of Debentures will be issued in the
month of May 1943. The rate of interest and other con-
ditions of issue will be announced after {7th May 1943.

For ptm‘wna!a,s Please apply to:

M)N B '} ] RAU B, B.Fa

- Dated, 22-4-1843. Secrctary.

. pited by Yri B Sutvanam,, ana Rac, B.A., and published bj Hri V., V)y\ anna, H.A. Bl
% Esplanads, Madias. ’rm 3] by Sri R ‘f’r'ahmmao!mn,
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