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THE
MADRAS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

- MAGAZINE
DECEMBER, 1942 }\»bbf

SHAKESPEARE AND HIS AGE*

When Shakespeare’s plays were collected, after his death, the most
famous poet then alive, Ben Jonson, contributed & rhyming preface; angd
among other things he said this: ‘He was not of an age, but for al]
time.” High praise : and half of it is true. There is no doubt that Shakespeare
is ¢ for all time’. So long as there is anyone in the world who can speak or
read English, there will be someone who reads Shakespeare ; and even if
English were to die out, Shakespeare would live on, obscured but not
extinguished, in the languages that survived. This is not sentimental
enthusiasm ; it is & plain fact. But Ben Jonson said also that' Shakespeare
was not of an age, which could only mean that he owed nothing to his
contemporaries, that his work was unaffected by the circumstances in which
he lived, and that later generations could understand him thoroughly without
asking when, where, why, or how, he wrote. And that is not true. For
a long time people did read Shakespeare without asking these questions. For
two hundred years, for example, no one tried seriously to find out when the
different plays were written. The collected edition of 1623 begins with T#e
Tempest, which was just about the last of the plays; and next to The
Tempest it gives The Two Gentlemen of Verona, which was written nearly
twenty years earlier. The Tempest brings to us all the fruits of wisdom

| and maturity: The Two Gentlemen has all the virtues, and g good

many of the failings, of youth. For two centuries no one saw the difference :
at least mo one paid any attention to it. But for a century now, the third
century since Shakespeare's death, one generation of scholars after another hag
‘been studying Shakespeare’s plays h1storxcglly; the first object, and the first
important result, being to arrange them in the order in which they were
eomposed. ‘- And this is an immense gain.

Some writers don't change much. The other day I read a new book by
a famous novelist, and it was just the kind of book he was putting out forty
years ago. But such writers are not the best. You can almost estimate the
greatness of & man of letters by the amount of difference between his first
book and his last : especially I think in poetry. Keats died at twenty-six,
when he had been writing for five years ; but in those five years he developed

more than most writers have done in fifty. S
* Broadcast from the Madras Station of All-India Radio on 4th October 1942 and published

by kind permission.
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Well, thanks to the historical study of Shakespeare, we can, so to speak,
watch him developing ; and it is extraordinarily interesting.  He doesn’t
seem to have started writing till he was nearly thirty (if he had died at the
same age as Keats, we should never have heard of him): yet his plays and
poeras reveal him as one who lived life to the full at every stage. At first he
18 gay and thoughtless, loves excitement and pageantry, and is much inclined
to show off. He grows into a quick-witted and sensitive observer of life in all
its shapes and colours ; serene, wise, tolerant ; quick at detecting any pretence
or any ignorance of self, but more ready to laugh at it than to feel contempt
or anger, and also quick to respond to anything beautiful or tender or pathe-
tic. Then for a time he is a perplexed and unhappy man, obsessed by the
meanness, dirt and cruelty that men (and women) are capable of, and stirred
to rise above this bad mood only by the spectacle of courage or kindness
shown in extreme adversity. And in the end, as an old man (old before his
time, for he gave up writing before he was fifty), he is serene in a different
way, detached and a little tired ; still only too conscious that people can be
very wicked, but less pre-occupied with this wickedness and more ready to
believe that it can be cured by wise and generous treatment: he seems to be
looking down on the whole world from g mountain-top. You must know
Jaques’ famous speech in 4s You Like It about the Seven Ages of Man :

‘ All the world's & stage,

. And all the men and women merely players,
They have their exits and their entrances,
And one man in his time plays many parts—’

& ‘strange eventful history . You feel like that when you consider Shake-
speare’s plays all together. You fee] like g dull stay-at-home person meeting
a traveller who is always saying ' ‘When I was in Patagonis ' or < I remember
once in Vladivostock *. A poet has called Shakespeare ¢ the circumnavigator
of the soul’.

That's one of the fruits of the historical study of Shakespeare. He turns
out to be a man living a full and varieq life, ranging through human expe-
rience as an eagle soars through the air. But

s there is nothj us
about the story ; it is all natural and human. othing monstro

. There are many other gains also. We know how his theatre was built
(1t was very different from modern theatres, in England or in India), and how
the.pla‘ys were performed ; we know what his manuscripts were like (very
untidy and illegible, and the spelling terrible); we know how they found their
way 1o print, and why they were printed so badly, and we have a good
many ideas about how the misprints came abous. There is even a whole
book about Shakgspea.}‘e’s punctuation. And as for his language, there is now
the Oxford English Dictionary, which for Shakespeare especially has not only
added to our knowledge, but has multiplied it.

Shakespeare then is not a beautiful voice speaking out of a mist : he is &
man, and a man- very knowable. Poets may usefully be divided into those
who always know what they are going to do next, and those who allow them-
selves to drift downstream and to yield to every wind that blows. Shake-
speare Was pre-eminently of the yielding type. He had what Keats called
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¢ ive capability’: he was sensitive, impressionable, easy to get on with,
inlél;goa;gliﬁe th)) shoc)];, inexhaustibly interested in the world and in all who
inhabit it, always asking questions and never laying down the law, drawing
out the opinions of others oftener than expressing his own. M@ckm{ quotes
an obscure nineteenth-century painter, James Smetham, as saying: ‘Shake-
speare was like putty to everybody and everything: the willing slave, pulled
out, patted down, squeezed anyhow, clay to every potter. I’Sut he knew
by the plastic hand what the nature of the -moulder was.’ And when
Bradley says that Shakespeare in boyhood would have been found reading
The Arabian Nights rather than The Three Musketeers, we know exactly
€ means.

Wh&tIhha,ve heard W. B. Yeats saying in praise of J. M. Synge: ‘He roamed ‘
up and down the world without the faintest desire to do anyone the slightest
good.” Shakespeare too was no reformer; he found people as they are so
fascinating, that he never thought whether they should be made different.
He didn’t chalk out a grand programme for hlmsqlf, like Milton, who had
decided that he must be a great poet, and knew how it was to be done, at the
age of nine. Shakespeare had been in the theatre some years before he
began writing, and when he did begin he was content to patch up and
disguise old plays anonymously. When he proceeded, later, to make plays of
his own, he copied the successes of other men; to.the end he was a great and
shameless borrower, like Moliére, who said: ‘I take what belongs to me
wherever I find it He did not choose h.ls subjects ; he let h]S. audiences
choose, giving them what they wanted. Sir Walter Scott was like Shake-
speare at more points than any other writer has bqen, and he spoke f_or
Shakespeare when he said, * No one shall find me rowing against the streain.
I care not who knows it, I write for general amusement.” The earnest arbish
who regards himself as the school-master and benefactor of mankind, and
scorns the common folk who won't take an 1ntprest in 'h1s Work, wogld have
made Shakespeare laugh. Poetry came easily to him; it was his way of
making a living. But once he was started, it caught him up, and he did not
rest till he was pouring out everything he had. 1If he gave people what they
wanted, he gave them a great deal more into the bargain. As Sir Walter
Raleigh says, ‘The audience asked for bloodshed, a,nq he ga.v? them
Hamlet. They asked for foolery, and_ he gave them ng. Lear.” The
richest gifts ever offered to the English people were offered in no ha,ugh‘ty
spirit, but out of sympathy and fellow-feeling. Shakespeare did not write
down to the common people, because he did not feel.that he was above them ;
he gave them of his best, and they responded worthily. '

Shakespeare was & man, and he lived among men, sharing very fully the
social life of his time. Mackail doubts whether we ought to talk a.]oout the
spacious days of Queen Elizabeth. At least they were very active days.
In 1590, when Shakespeare began writing, religion, pgh'tlcs, manners, the
language, were all being remade from day to dqy; medicine, lz_wv, astronomy
were' being re-founded; painting was makmg great strides forward; .
architecture, poetry, and music were all new and all most glorious. England
had just defeated Spain, could breathe again, and look rpund the world f‘reely ;
and the world had just been opened up for the first time by heroes, pirates,
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and commercial travellers. A lively young man in London breathed in
adventure, ambition, hope, and boundless curiosity. And Shakespeare, 8o
immediately and faithfully responsive all round, took it in at & gulp. A poor,
obscure provincial, we find him the intimate friend of Southampton, who was
the friend of Essex, who was the friend (too much so, perhaps!) of the Queen
herself; ;and in his early plays he shows us men like them, brilliant, bold,
irresponsible,jwithout a wish in the world, unless they are in love or in a
battle, except to be thought wittier than their neighbours. Yet he knows all
other classes equally well, their feelings, their interests, their work. The
_onlSy other man who can show us society from top to bottom in the same way
18 Scott.
One of the most interesting books about Shakespeare is Shakespeare’s
* England, published for the three hundredth anniversary of his death in
1916. The aim of the editors was to describe the background of the plays,
80 a8 to explain the references in them to contemporary life. Two portly
volumes are needed, and thirty essays by specialists. As you read your way
through all this, you begin to wonder whether there was anything in England
that Shakespeare did not know, and understand, and love. And you feel that
if you are really to understand Shakespeare, you must also study practically

everything else as well. Shakespeare didn’t write in & vacuum; and he can't
be read in a vacuum either,

J. R. MaoprAIL,

I FALL IN LOVE
By M. PancHAPPA, Class I1, Gr. i-a.

t was beating violently. My whole frame was quivering with
intenlzfaydcl:leigll‘lt.w For somi twenty feet in front of me there was that girl
i i me,
standérﬁg ﬁ%szzﬁgt? our class only the previous day. And I had fa,llen. in
love with her at first sight. S}Je was S0 charming. Anq now we were looking
at each other, I felt like falling on my knees to worship her, to tell her pow
much I loved her and how sublime_ that love was. But fa.te.ha.d nof ordained
it thus. The college bell was ringing and I could have no time f_or love.
All the day I argued with myself as to the best course qf action. 'J;‘hough
I very much wanted to write to her declaring my love, I decided 1{0 wait for a
surer sign of her preference (I felt that her staring at me certainly shoyved
that I was someone for her and not & nobody. 8till I feared all that might
i ncy).
be no.:hlflégvb;atyr:}l’ag;nl f:ga,ijlrl) met her at & students’ dinner. Though I tried
hard, I could not get myself seated anywhere near her. Still I found that T
coulé look at her all through the dinner from where I sat, Anfl more j;ha,n
that she too could see me. But unfortunately I got so 1nterested in the dishes
that T completely forgot her. Somehow after sometime I. suddenlx remem-
bered her and I was thoroughly a.shaa'ned of myself for thus caring more
for sweet dishes and such ea,rth!y i.Jhmgs, than for tha,.t swegt eth_erea,l
beauty, looking at whom and drinking at whose reservoir of ‘comeliness,
certainly excelled all other pleasures that a human being can reasonably
expect o enjoy. 8o, I glanced at her and, my goodness_ ! she too was look-
ing at me ! No one who has not gone through that experience of first love can
ever realize the state of my heart then. It was beating VIOIent?ly, of course,
and though not in a gaseous state it had flown high, and very high above all
thie %:szngzl;;ht day onwards I always t;ied to meet her ; and mostly I fognd
her staring at me, Then I was in high spirits all the day. Her beautxful
eyes looking at me produced such & thrill of joy that I could, only with great
difficulty, refrain from giving ‘ three leaps in the air and go on singing’ like &
mad March-hare but still there were times, though very rare, when she
would not even look at me, At such times I would feel a perfecf; vacuum in
my heart, and nothing would interest me. Even the throlpbmg-w;th.hfe
lectures would seem ‘dryasdust’. And all through the day till I found her
again looking at me, I would suffer a sort of 1nde_ﬁnab1e pain. And no
wonder I had grown so thin with all these. ﬁuctpa,tlons between hope and
despair, and joy and sorrow that even my little sister Ra,g;na., who had once
declared that I had grown very very fat, considerably n;od1ﬁed her sta.texpent.
And the only reason’for this was that I could not bring myself to write to
her and thus end that miserable uncertainty.
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So the next term found me a different man and
sunshine for me, her eyes being more active. It was as if Itllllz.? drv;iﬁ( :cl)(:;:
elixir of courage and enterprise {for surely love is an enterprise and needs
courage). In fifteen days the shy boy had grown into a bold dashing man
determined to have her whom he loved. And so I decided to write to her

Qne fjne Sa.t_urday morning after great and strenuous efforts I was ;a.ble
to bring into being a love-letter more poignant, more full of feeling and
adoration than any inspired so far in that madly delicious history of the
human heart. In that letter I told her how different this my love for her
was from all other pseudo-attachments of my fellow-beings: how with her
love I would bravely face the world and live a life that would make all the
world dumb with astonishment and admiration and how we would care for
no fufther l1(;eemvetn :ﬁl tlhrough our life—And all that !

would post the letter at three in the afterno i

I would receive—I could not, I dared not think furflﬁe;l:nd égewrzzlft tlilzo::llzlg-
ness of a man who was prepared for the best or the worst, I went to college
I heard some clock strike twelve. Three hours more! And I would havé
put my everything to win or to lose. For surely a man’s happiness, his every-
thing depended on the girl he loved. A hasty toss of her head, he would be
El(,lsi;&:g: nf;)(xi' (ﬁfle;r.t That day Father Time was of course very, slow and two
e lettei. wo years. At about half-past two I went to my room and

Ag I entered the college I heard a sweet ringin laugh whi
recognised as hers. And suddenly I heard her mgntigon 1xlngy :;.1111;? II ?etl: Itllf;
heart stop & bit. That was really a Pleasant shock. 8o I stopped to hear
her out, and she said to her friend, ¢ I say, have you seen that boy ? (What,

only a boy!) I can't help staring at hi . . !
8o queer, you know !’ P g at him whenever I pass him. His nose is

THE POST-WAR WORLD

By 8. T. RANGANATHAN, Class II, Gr. w.

War, like the classical Justice, .is blind. .It 8 t&.mking a tremendpus toll
in lives and property from the Ams. a.nd_ Allied nations alike. It is daily
increaging in intensity and gabhermg into its vortex the whole of huma.pity in
one way or another. It is changing our sense of values. It is altering the
characteristic features of nations; in short, the face of humanity is undergoing
a rapid metamorphosis. . .

Already people have begun to talk about the post-war world. Men like
Roosevelt, Nehru, Hitler and Churchill —differing almost irreconcilably in
aims and ideals—talk with & remarkable similariby about the New World
Order which is to come into being at the end of the war. Under circumstances
gavouring of melodrama, the Atlantic Charter has been signed. President
Roosevelt, with characteristic large-heartedness, has propounded the Four
Aims. Nor has the Fuehrer lagged behind his enemies ; in his latest addresa
to the Reichstag, Hitler has devoted considerable space to the new order
which is to be inaugurated in Europe by a vxctonm}s_ Germany ! The
bewildering mass of utterances on the ¢ New World Order’ is, to say the least,
staggering to the man in the street. Yet in view of the vital importance of
the post-war world order fo both layman and expert, it is worthwhile
analysing and understanding the conditions that can safely be relied on to
make for a really stable new order. )

The largest and most potent dividing factor in the world to-day is
exploitation; for exploitation whether political, economic or religious
presupposes two classes, one to exploit and the other to be exploited. So long
as there are rich and poor, strong and weak, great a.r}d small, there is bound
to be exploitation. Any system for a better and happier world must therefore
reckon with this evil force, and uples_s it is finally buried there cannot be any
1asting peace, for the end of exploitation will, by sheer force of logic, mean the
end of imperialism, capitalism and inequality. '

Another thing to be put an end to immediately and definitely too, is the
prostitution of science. Science, which has been and is heing revealed to
man to enable him to build & saner, happier and brighter world, has now
been ignobly harnessed for the production of weapons of war which rain
death and destruction on countless masses. The potentialities of science,
both for good and evil, are illimitable, a:nd none can forecast the heights to
which man can rise on the wings of science. To rescue science from the
labyrinth of darkness and chaos must therefore be the mission of those that
wigh to set about establishing a better world order.

On the positive side, we have to re-learn the art of gimplicity. With the
march of civilisation, our wants are increasing both in number and complexity.
Tagore in his Crescent Moon puts the following words in the mouth of
a father:— :

¢ Little child, how glad you are in playing with a broken little twig,
the whole morning ! I yearn after things that I know I can never get and in
my vain search forget that I too am playing a game v
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A more telling epitome of modern life, it is very difficult to find.
A simple life, with just the minimum ne
with Mother Nature must therefore be the ideal of & better world order.
Lastly, we have got to come back to God. In admiring the creature,
we have lost sight of the Creator. Like the prodigal son, we have strayed
away from the parental lap. The philosophy of implicit faith in the
Almighty and His Love which was soul-satisfying to our forefathers, we
have to reassimilate. The great Soviet Republic is & living example of the
- insufficiency, in times of crisis, of a system that has not taken into account
the mightiest, yet loving, the most powerful, yet protective Force, which
man calls God. Unless, therefore, the New World Order is based on the
broad and sure foundations of men’s love of one another, of nature and of
God, it is bound to crumble like the Biblical house built on sand and no

amount of props in the form of ‘Atlantic Charters’ and ‘Four Freedoms’
can stay its fall!

MOVEMENT UNDER WATER

By K. GroraE, 6§ Hons., Br. vii. .

I’d lief live in the caverns of the deeps
Below seas unsailed

Where plummet sounds not or sunbeam peeps;
Caverns of coral

Or enchanted rock with pearl-strewn floors
Of maroon or sorrel

And tortuous ways ‘midst scabrous walls
With turquoise stones inlaid.

There the mermaid sits with hectic eyes
And looks for her merman

Gone out hunting the barracouta ;

The little ones too are out’

To catch anchovies and hug salmons
Too lovely to be killed.

But what troubles me is this, that I can never
Imagine moving in the deep with the swift motion
I am capable of on l1and or in air ;

There is no firmness of step on that ocean floor,

I can scarcely run, and it will take years and mons
To walk a furlong.

Hence I gm content if mermen and mermaids reign there,

cessaries, led in communion

'DR. WILLIAM SKINNER
I
THE LATER YEARS ,

: in August 1890, Dr. Skinner found Dr. Miller, in

. Betuﬁp ui)gnlfromafrg:ir;,?urge};:v}ery %f strength and his inability to take his

:P;fesgf& relsin t¥1 eptea.ching work of the College, engaged in the task of
u

trengthening the position of the college in its relation to the people around.
-gtren

" i Magazine, and was publishing a College
He was writing Collefe'i%tes&iﬁoi;?; othgr items, & list of those who had
Calendar which con fﬁ e. A powerful link forged by the former students
graduated from f h:s (;gdefhé College was the College Day Association. Apart
between themse 'y ational activities, Dr. Miller felt the necessity of elucidating
from these Orgf&?ﬁiu ht and faith the relation of the College to the beliefs and
in the realm F the I%in du community. He delivered accordingly series of
gocial life ‘;1_ ubject. There was, besides, the need to answer the critics of
le_ctures 01(11 t liif) . ]in' general and missionary edpca.txon in pa,rtxculg,r.
bigher elllzflaése ears of clarifications and controversies, Dr. Skmz;er applied
D}mngf 8l th inZense concentration of purpose inspired by faith to the
h}msel Wlf his duties in the College as Professor of Enghsh and qf Menta.l.
dlsghﬁggaf scli?ance finding enough personal and social contacts in the
an o 4 : e,
Societics a‘ndelr{eosjftl; (]);rt.;hsek(i}rfx?:f s kind of ¢ years of silence’ like those of
the 1\?::::1:‘% His workshop where He labogrid hzrd and reflected deeply—
o e imes—on all He saw and heard.
thl_nkmE a.loili.ld ;gglg;etil)?:.esMiolIlleg had to go home on furlough owing to failure
t hvgnﬁn Dr. Skinner was appoinfed to act as Princ}pal of the College.
i ffice, whose' duties had grown in multitude and variety in the course of
This (t)',h cn,& quarter of a century, he accepted with great reluctance. It was
more £:»:hing he thought, to fill Dr. Miller’s place in the College. But God
go ea.s)(r)t o, % workman of one type at the same job always. He raises new
oo ?or new jobs according to the needs of each succeeding generation. I
Tom mber Dr. Skinner teaching the Book of Joshua in the B.A. junior class
r?miich I was & member, and discussing at length the various circumstances
:vhv;ch constituted the Call of Joshua, along with the promptings of ng's
irit which urged him to enter upon the task of conquest and consolidation.
; 11);: strong, be strong, be strong and of good courage’ Moses would not
always be ‘gvailable. As'a matter of fact, apart from his .illn?ss which
necessitated frequent giving up of regular College work, Dr. Miller’s services
were required by the Church at home for the moderatorship of the General
Assembly, and the need was great for enlightening the constituency of the

College both at home and in Indis, about its educational methods and spiritual

aims. It was a wise and loving ordering of the Great Spirit which guards and
directs the destinies of the College that Dr."Miller was always near by, though
not quite near, to watch and co-operate as best he could. Thusv it ha,ppgned
that the process of transition and transfer from‘the full-time Pglqc}ga.IS‘hlp-of
Dr. Miller to the full shouldering of the duties and responsibilities of the
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Principal by Dr. Skinner was spread over more than a decade. This took
place, as it were, naturally and without the change being noticed or felt at
the time. Within the walls of the college and so far as the students were
concerned, the Principal was Dr. Skinner, and for the outside world Dr, Miller
was the’ principal of the Christian College. Thus was secured almost
imperceptibly not only the continuity but the development of the principles
and traditions of the College.

Between 1895 and 1907 when Dr. Miller was ordered to leave India for
the improvement of his eye-sight —except during his second furlough in
1896 when Dr. Cooper acted in the office—Dr. Skinner was virtually the
Principal of the college. With the retirement of Dr. Cooper in 1899,
Dr. Skinner's share in the teaching of Mental and Moral Science was
considerably increased, while at the same time he began more and more
fully to respond to demands over and above his normal duties.

As a first item in imaintaining the discipline of the college the
Attendance Roll of each class was brought everyday for checking and for
necessary action in the case of absentees. The strict enforcement of rules
was & chief ingredient in Dr. Skinner’s discipline. He felt that upon this
practice of nursing regularity and punctuality of attendance depended both
the intellectual and moral efficiency of the College. This gave Dr. Skinner
the opportunity of knowing every student in every class at first by name
and then by other particulars, and every student knew thereby that he and
his movements were watched with the eye of one interested in keeping him
in the straight path. Dr. Skinner was the terror of truants and stragglers,
as he was also the encouraging friend of every one who sought to do
well.  Our students felt that they had in their Principal a friend who meant
well, however severely he might reprove or chastise. It was this
confidence in his justice and goodwill, that made his discipline not only
salutary but something to be remembered with pleasure. - His appeal was
to both the intellect and conscience. He convinced before he convicted, His
reproof left no sting because it was both curative and soothing like the Balm
of Gilead. Is it generally realised that ‘discipline * is connected with
‘ disciple '? Dr. Skinner’s discipline was of the kind which a Guru would
exercise over his disciples, for whose welfare and progress in life and
character he was responsible, and who felt anything wrong which they did
as an aching wound in his heart. Dr. Meston in presiding over the leave-
taking meeting of the College Hostels in 1919 said, * If g student could have
gone from a meeting in one of the hostels where heat und unworthy
feeling had beep displayed to Dr. Skinner's study, and had therp watched
him as an invisible spectator, he would have seen what would have sobered
him. If only the students knew how deeply some of these experiences went
home to Dr. Skinner’s heart, they would have realised that in all such ebulli-
tions Dr. Skinner suffered vicariously, and it is through vicarious suffering
that life is won." Ii is through the exercise of such moral and spiritual
forces and not through a mechanical exercise of authority that Dr. Skinner
was able to secure the generous loyalty, proud submission and dignified
obedience of his students. His approach and his presence were enough to
restore order where it was all noise and confusion. Silence travelled before
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g t and compelled self-examination. Thus it
hlm’t]:ntdi: tl}f: ]éolff:;:dﬂf‘e ?:t:ﬁirr:on gense of most was able fo hold a fretful
was tha

realm in awe.

One of the first fu
that of Chief Superintend
he valued for the cl-ose an
therein. In replying to

i hich Dr. Skinner assumed as Principal was
nc:;?;n:f va,vll the hostels of the College. This function
d constant contact it gave him with the residents

the addresses presené:eg1 to him lf;y tlllng sevelza.i

: ; mentioned the reasons for his specia

hostels on the eve O%l;lrsox::fﬁ?;egn:htehostel system owed its inauguration to

interest 12 thLeIm- ver the hostels of the college were contemporaneous with

E_r. Mlniﬁ,'nnecgiﬁf with the college; and last, not least he regarded them
is own

as an important part of the College.
¢ in the hostels I have come more than anywhere else to
1 e’lﬁg.saig:)r gx]ztcollege is a living organism. Now, of this throbbing
the heart of the col ?g re the centre, and nv one connected with the college, least of all the
volcanic life the hostels 818 0 M vards them as far as he wishes to keep in contact with what
Principal, can fail to f:he college and to respond rightly to the influences that are at work in
is deepest in the life of 1 I owe as much to the hostels as they have ever owed to me. The
it. In that respect I fee much & part of the college, I am anxious you should rgmembgr that,
hostels therefore are ve{y ble in your corporate capacity to do anything that might bring into
so that you may not be 1as loval students of the college.  And while it is in the hostels that the
question your pos1t10nh21 ié students, it is also in the hostels that the students can do most
college can do most tc;, 1 ft by contributing towards its common life, a bod_y'of men thoroughly
to help the college, he'p tanding in intimate touch with its inmost spirit and purpose, and
imbued with its traditions, all things to maintain the honour and good name of the college

‘I have always felt,

who may be depended upor in
to which they belong. bei 1 . t the old
i aram are the heirs and successors o e old
The. H:.}llls g;t;y%ﬁ:s, the buildings have now lost their original
Hostels 11!1 and it is good for their residents to know how much of care and
:l&aéiaéggir v)v ere bestowed upon the nursing o}i the hps:;ental institutions, and
; itions handed down throug em.
the crea,tuﬁefl tvl‘;ﬁitcr}?(:.lll)trlfnglkinner had to meet and try to solve in the course
f hiﬁ Il’)xﬂ(;cipalship was the attitude which the college should take towards
:he reaction of the students of the college to the National movement n
India. Much excitement prevailed among our students when Babu Bepin
Cha,nt.ira. Pal came to Madras in 1906 and delivered a series gf addresses to
rouse the political consciousness of the people. When during the Great
European War Mrs. Annie Besant started the Home Rule movement her
eloquent addresses had a powerful effect upon the minds of our students and
tended to divert their attention from their studies. Th} situation ‘which
caused grave concern among educationists was ha,ndleq with much skill and
sympathy by Dr. Skinner. At the prize giving functions of 1917 and 1918,
be discussed the question with his characteristic frankness and fullness.
What is it that we are trying to do through the various activities of the
College, asked Dr. Skinner, and proceeded to answer the question.

+We are trying to maintain in efficiency an institution in which_ those who
come to it for training may acquire not only the intellectual equipment but
those habits and dispositions, those convictions and those attitudes towards life,
which will enable them to play a useful and honourable part as citizens of India.
There is one element of difficulty which in particular I cannot ignore, for the
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aspirations of India cannot but find an echo in the hearts of our young men, and
everything that serves to cast a chill upon these aspirations must needs hurt them
to the quick. That is inevitable. It cannot be otherwise, and the first require-
ment of those who would mould by education the rising generation of India at the
present time, a time so full of interest, so fraught with forward-looking vision, is
a large hearted and generous sympathy towards the life that is stirring throughout
the land, a sympathy devoid of every taint of patronage, a sympathy which cares
only to understand to feel, to enter into the life which it seeks to. guide and in so
doing can discard if need be many preconceived ideas and established modes of
action. For the sympathy of which I have spoken is just the sympathy
of Christ ; and if we are true to Him and to the call He has addressed to us, it will
never be ours to crush and restrain generous aspiration, rather it will be our
constant endeavour to nourish it and cherish it, and God helping us, to mould it
to the highest issues for the good of India and for the good of the world,

This is not altogether strange, and it may even be that our educational system
is partly at fault in the matter. But with good will on both sides mistakes in that
respect will gradually be rectified, and meanwhile remember that nothing is
so fatal to the fulness and joy and stability of life as a premature or lawless
exercise of the faculties of manhood. Youth is the season of preparation, and the
wise man is he who in silence and self-restraint allows his faculties of body and
mind to grow to maturity, and only then with powers untainted and conserved
assumes the final responsibilities which human life brings with it. Think on these
things, and when you are tempted to pass beyond the limitations which your
age and standing as students impose upon you, remember that these limitations
are not designed as arbitrary encroachments on your liberly, but are limitations
designed by old experience to safeguard all that is most precious in you, while you
grow into the fulness of the stature of perfect men in God.

It was this capacity of Dr. Skinner to raise questions of the hour and
of local significance to the height of eternal principles of wide and universal
application which gave his utterances their power over the growing minds
and eager hearts of the young men in his charge.

In the second address above referred to, Dr. Skin
movement which was going on all around, comprisin
the one hand and the announcement of Constitution
on the other. He described the task before the le
ing throughout a vast continent embracing a bew
modes of thougt and types of civilisation, & Gover
law and order, a Government which must co
operation of all classes of people and which mus
secure the welfare and advancement, not of thi
munity but of every section in equal degree.

ner discussed the political
g Home Rule agitation on
al Reform by Mr. Montagu

ildering variety of interests,
nment capable of enforcing
mmand the support and co-
t therefore be so directed as to
8 or that section of the com-

Addressing the students as the future citizens of India, Dr. Skinner said that it
was far from the purpose of the college to isolate them from the healthy influences
of national .llfe. ) There was danger, of course, lest their interest in public
movements, in which the_y recognized the voics of their Motherland should become
so engrossing as to divert their minds from those tasks and studies on the
prosecution of which their future serviceableness depended, should incapacitate
them for sober thought and impartial judgment, and induce in their minds a
restlessness and impatience of authority,

Tess . : : which might lead them to overstep the
limitations which youth and inexperience rightly imposed upon them.

aders as that of maintain-

DR. WILLIAM SKINNER 59

. e claim your loyalty for theicollege we claim it in the name of your
count Whe% IVI‘; collegeyis not a political institution. It is a mational institution. It
does 3& stand for any one party or any one community; it stands for the whole,
the foster-mother of ideals apart {rom which political life becomes a mere scramble
for place and power.’ '

events in Dr. Skinner's life, though great events were
t&kinThef:c;V Zfozzgegim. His life was one of silent evolutior} in which hig
wefs I:)f head and heart unfolded themselves under the stimulus of the
ﬁﬁﬁes he was called on to perform as Pro_fessor and Principal of the college.
He had to place himself in living rel_a,txon to the students of the college,
sent and past, and observe and guide the team of Professors, Lecturers
Prtzi Pundits and keep the complex machinery of the college organization
agin 2bea,dily without friction or dislocation. If the making of the time-
gableg was & task which not a little taxed his powers of adjustment, the
watching of its being worked regularly and punctually der_na,ndeq no less his
most steady attention. Any laxity in the matter was immediately taken
notice of and dealt with so as to prevent repetition. '

The only outside institution .W1th_wh1ch he was connected, and in whose
affairs he took 8 steady practical interest, was a.lnqost of necessity the
University of Madras of which he was made a Fellow_ in 1895, and of whose
Executive Council, the Syndicate, he became member in 1899, _ The part he
played in the University has recently been described by the Vlce~Cha..ncellor
8ir Mahomed Usman: ¢He did not speak much or often at meetings of
the Senate, though much respected by the Fellows, not a few of whom were
his own students. But in the Syndicate, his influence was great, and his
views carried much weight. He was much appreciated for his balanced
judgment based on sympathetic insight.” It was in the University that he
came in contact with public men like Sir P. 8 Sivaswami Aiyar and Sir
V. Krishnaswami Aiyar who held him 1n the h:ghesf, esteem.

His own University of Aberdeen conferred on him in 1908 the degree of
D.D. On that occasion the Dean of the Faculty of Divinity spoke of him
as ‘a man of great gifts and magnetic personality, albeit of unobtrusive
character.’ .o

In 1909 Dr. Skinner completed 25 years of service in the college. The
Senatus and members of the United Free Church Mission signalised his
Silver Jubilee by gathering in College House and made a presentation to him
and Mrs. Skinner of a set of silver candlesticks, It is difficult to hide g light
under & bushel. The influence of Dr. Skinner’s silent work in the college
upon the rising generation was beginning to be felf throughout the Presi-
dency, and the Government came forward to show their appreciation of hig
work and worth by bestowing on him the Kaiser-i-Hind Gold Medal in
1916, and later in 1919 they conferred on him the title of C. I, E. which,
along 'with his designation of Principal, gave the people at home .in his
retirement some faint idea of the position he occupied in India.

0. KaNpaswaMr CEHETTY,
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II -
AN APPRECIATION

The news of the death of the Rev. Dr. W. Skinne
was received with profound sorrow by his innumerabl
* everywhere. He was probably the last representative
Missionaries who joined the staff of the Madras Chrig
second half of the last century. All his contempor.
juniors, have predeceased him. He lived on to the ri
privilege for one who had to do hard and strenuous w
century ; for even after retirement Dr. Skinner wor
the library of his own University, Aberdeen.
tion many years ago Mr. (now Sir) C. R. Reddy in proposing the toast of the
retired professors referred to Dr. Miller and his early colleagues ag ‘ the men
of the heroic age.” Some of them like Dr. Miller and Dr. Skinner certainly
deserved to be called by this name, reminiscent of ancjent Greece. Belong-
ing as they did to the Victorian age they possessed all the sterling virtues
of the men of that era. Perhaps Dr. Skinner outlived his age, and the terrible
happenings of the last few years in Europe and elsewhere must have caused

a great shock to him, even as the fall of the grand old Roman Empire before

the Barbarian invaders affected the aged Bishop of Hippo, Saint Augustine.

Since Dr. Skinner is a stranger to the present generation of students
except in name, I wish to pay here my humble tribute to his sacred memory
and to say a few things about him. He was the Principal of the College
throughout the four years of my student-life in this institution. His person-
ality and character will never be effaced from the memory of those who came
in contact with him, in gpite of passing years. ‘

Dr. Skinner was a strong man and a strict dig
made much ado about it. Reserved and unassuming in his ways he made
you obey him without any effort on his part. In his class room there would
be pin-drop silence and while lecturing he would not even rajge his voice very
much, He knew every student of the college personally and could even
remember the names of all students, past and present. It was a wonderful
gift indeed for one who presided over a college having hundreds of students
on its rolls, A useful practice adopted by him to know all students was that
every year he taught Scripture in the Junior B.A. Class and English Poetry
in the Junior Intermediate class, There were no B.Sc, classes then and
Honours students were not very many. In fact, as far ag lay in his power,
he would try to keep in touch with the circumstances under which every
gtudent of his got on. He took ggecml care to enquire after those who were

ill and a8 & rule he used to visit any student who was on ¢ sick leave’ for
" more than a day or two at home or in the hospital. It was a familiar sight
to see him walking into a hostel or lodge after 4 o’clock to look up some sick
student. Once when some of us visited h1n_1 1n his house he asked us how &
particular class-mate of ours, who was suffering from fever, was getting on. We
could not answer him because only then did we come to know that our friend
was ill. Dr. and Mrs. Skinner often use’d to 1nvite students to their residence
in College Park, Kilpauk, for ‘ at homes’ on Saturday afternoops. On such

v on 26th August 1942
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occasions he would quietly go round among the students talking briefly to
,each and every one present. But his ‘at homes’ were not so well attended
as those of Professors Moffat and Hogg because students somehow stood in
awe of him and preferred to keep at a respectful distance. But really he was
very kind to his students and would rarely punish them. On the other hand
he was ready to help them and many were the students who were recommended
by him for some post or other. His anxiety for the health of his students
was clear from his leniency in the matter of giving ¢ rain holidays’.

Another admirable feature of Dr. Skinner’s character was his great sense
of duty. He did his daily routine work with almost mechanical precision
and thoroughness. When the college reopened after a terminal vacation he
would return all the answer papers to students on the reopening day itself.
No other member of the staff could beat him in this respect. In fact some
of the Professors in those days used to return papers several weeks or even
months, late. I can also remember one instance where & terminal examina-
tion paper of ours was never valued at all. In this respect things have very
much improved ; for even weekly and Saturday re-examination papers are
valued and returned regularly now-a-days.

Without making himself very much felt, however, Dr. Skinner used to
remind others effectively of their duty. It was not an uncommon sight to
see him enter the staff room to remind a Professor or Lecturer that a class
was waiting for him. ‘Students who were accustomed to ‘skulk away’
from a class room by the back stair case very often found themselves in front
of their omnipresent but silent principal. Any student who walked through
the corridors of the college or loitered near the notice board, during class
hours, would invariably feel the gentle touch of the Principal’s hand on his
shoulder leading him to the nearest exit. Fortunately there were no U, T. C.
veterans in those days to march in twos and fours with their heavy boots
along the verandahs. o

This kind and strong man had his own limitations. He was rather shy
and of & retiring temperament. He avoided the lime light as much as possible
and took very little interest in anything outside the college and the
university. During convocgtions of the University he did not like—at least in
our days—to introduce to the Chancellor graduates from his own college,
but asked some other professor of the college who happened to be a ¢ fellow’
like Dr. Macphail or Dr. Meston, to discharge that duty. But whenever
he stood on the platform and addressed an audience, either in the church or
in the Anderson Hall, he did it without any tinge of nervousness. One
interesting incident, of which I heard from reliable sources, was that the
Principal of the newly founded Women’s Christian College was very much
shocked and even annoyed, when Dr. Skinner curtly rejected her kind
invitation to speak to the students of her college. His reply was character-
istic, ‘I have got enough work in my own college . The learned lady was
all the more surprised because it was an uncommon experience for her; she
had on the other hand known many worthies who used to try to secure an
invitation to visit her college! In spite of his great spiritual gifts and
discernment Dr. Skinner was sometimes duped by students who pretended to
be ¢enquirers after truth’, or ‘inclined to accept Christianity’. Some of his
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students, of whom he had high hopes and to whom he had given very
good testimonials, later on proved by their conduct quite unworthy of the
golden opinion he entertained of their character,

Dr. Skinner was always ready to recognize good work on the part of his
staff and students. Some of us remember the unstinted tribute he paid to
Mr. Joseph Muliyil for his work as Manager of the Fenn Hostel. This was
done when he unveiled the portraits of Mr. and Mrs, Muliyil in the hostel
at our request. He was very considerate to the clerical staff and menials of
~ the college as well. His regard for his hard-working, though officious,

secretary was well known. Those students and guardians who went to
him with complaints about the secretary were rarely encouraged by the

Principal. Though the secretary worked like g bull and considerably
lightened the heavy duties of

the Principal he sometimes behaved a little
like the famous valet of Liord Curzon, who often pretended to be ¢ His
Excellency’ before the ignorant public ; but then the European valet, they
say, had a striking facial resemblance to the Viceroy.

There is no doubt about the fact that Dr, Skinner sympathised with the
national aspirations of the people of this country. When we were students,
the Home Rule movement led by the talented Mrs. Besant wag at its height
and the students were very much influenced by her powerful orations, Liord
Pentland, then Governor of Madras,

called together a meeting of all college
principals and asked them to prohibit students from &ttg i ;
meetings. Itisa well-known secret th

the Poet. The Principal consented readily and invited the poet to the
college and & grand address wag presented t0 him on that occasion.
Speaking in the old Anderson hell before g vast
teachers, introducing the poet Dr. Skinner said that he regarded it as th’
greatest honour and privi i ; nci

of the college. One cannot be wrong in assuming that even the award of the
Kaiser-1-Hind gold medal and the tit]e C.I.E. by the Government did not give
him 8o much joy.

Even after retirement Dr, Skinner wished to keep in touch with Indian
developments. He was happy to hear from old students in India and would
never fail to reply to those who wrote to him. He was particularly interested
to hear news about college and of Tambaram. In a letter written to me on
1st January 1936 he 8aYys,

* I get very little news from Madras now-a-days and often wonder how things are going on
In the college. Yam all the more interested, therefore, in what you tell me aboutit. Iam glad
to hear about the progress of the Tambaram scheme, and that it is now definitely settled that

t
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the transference can be made next year. It will mean a great Chﬂnggrf:if )’::r :tlv.ill ge“t clu :;“:g
¢hat under the new conditions the work of the college for the last hgrlx ™ go e coroeC
on with renewed vigour, efficiency and success and I am sitre you will a! 4

end.’

tainly approved of the change to Tambaram though he wrote on
one olgfasiz;athag thggughout his long stay in Madras he had never heard of
* plaﬁifi:?&f:ﬁ;ﬁ??ﬁis sketch I cannot buf refer to thelgrea,i) spm_tuail
strength and deep religious conviction that characterised our lafe frlndcq]);,r.
Like the Old Testament prophets of old, of whom he waés very onf , Dr.
Skinner had an unshakesble faith in God who controlled the estm'xes of man.
Now that he is gone to & better woxld, may his soul rest in peace !

V. Titus VARGHESE,



ROMANCE

By Miss Saram Tirus, 3 Hons., Br. .

Romance is the essence of life, the secret spring from which man draws
ingpiration and hope. A romanticist is an idealist. He has the gift of
treating a subject in an imaginative manner, and the capacity of forming
ideals of beauty and perfection. Realism, on the other hand, is the repre-
gentation of things without idealization, the tendency to make life dull, drab
and colourless. ‘

A glorious aspect of romance, which has been described adequately as
< happy thinking ’, is emphasised by Robert Louis Stevenson. He says: ¢ It
is & phrase that may well perplex & poor modern (i.e. a realist) girt about on
every side by clocks and chimes, and h_&unted, even at night, by flaming dial-
plates. We are in such haste to be doing, to be writing, to be gathering gear,
to make our voice audible in the derisive silence of eternity, that we forget
one thing, of which these are but parts—namely, to live. We fall in love,
we drink hard, we run to and fro upon the earth like frightened sheep., And
now you ask yourselves, if, when all is done, you would not have been better
to sit by the fire at home and be happy thinking.’

Happy thinking! a veritable blessing indeed ! It is the outlet for man’s
ambitions and dreams, the golden ray which gives light, tone and colour to
the maddening monotony of every-day life. When we are shut up in town,
far from birds or gardens, a thought will suddenly lift us from our surroundings
and take us back to the happiest and pleasantest days of our lives. Iesmond
Brittain, the veteran soldier, relates how when he was sitting, one wet after-
noon, in & damp bivouac on the Somme, waiting to go up to the trenches,
a verse from Professor Gilbert Murray’s wonderful translation of a Greek
chorus came into his head :

‘ The apple tree, the singing and the gold’,
and took him from the war back to the Warwickshire orchard that he loved
best of all places, and the early summer phat he loved best of all times.

Imagination and vision, the potential tools of romance, have awakened
the creative ability in many a genius, and contributed much to the betterment
of mankind. Art, music, poetry,and even science owe their renown to men who
have been, and are, inherent romanticists. It was his heaven-born gift of a
very vivid imagination that enabled Sir Isaac Newton to see the analogy
between the falling of an apple and the movement of heavenly bodies. The
same is true of politicians and military generals. Alexander the Great,
Julius Cemsar and Napoleon Bonaparte have become immortal heroes to
posterity because of their military prowess, which was duc to ambition, ideal-
jsm and visions of mighty empire. As for poetry, ‘nature herself sings
through the soul and lips of the poet her plangent litanies, her elemental
eternal refrains, while the sovl equally, in an intense moment of exa}ted
experience, speaks in rhythmic response its deep emotion, its still deeper faith.’

REALISM
By Miss InpirRa HENSMAN, 3 Hons., Br. w. -

{There is a certain nobleness and even sacredness in facing reality. A
realist is one who faces facts and regards things as they are. It is he who
works actually, earnestly and sincerely. In contradiction to the universal
belief that it is the romanticist alone who can understand and communicate
with nature, I would like to quote the following from Thomas Carlyle:
¢ Work is in communication with nature. The desire to get work done will
itself lead one more and more to truth, to nature’s appointments and regula-
tions which are truth.’

« Happy thinking’ is an illusion, an impossibility. It is an impetus to
laziness, demoralization and stagnation. There is nothing degrading in
¢ making haste to be doing, to be writing and to be gathering gear.” As one
economist puts it, * Much of the work by which people earn their living is
pleasurable in itself. Indeed even business work, that seems at first sight
unattractive, often yields a great pleasure by offering scope for the exercise of
men’s faculties, and for their instincts of emulation and power. A manufac-
turer or a trader is offen stimulated much more by the hope of victory over
his rivals than by the desire to add something to his fortune.’

Romance and idealism are, to & certain extent, synonymous. This has
led romanticists to assert proudly that they are the only ones who have
accomplished great things in this world. I acknowledge that artists and poets
are idealists. But this fact must never be forgotten. They have not become
what they are through imagination alone. They have had to work for it
they have faced doubt, despair, contempt and heart-break. Liord Tennyson,
whose works are tinged with romance and nature, acknowledged that he spent
one whole day in composing just two lines of a poem of his. Napoleon
Bonaparte may have had impossible ideas of French domination over Europe.
But he slaved to fulfil his ambition. He was a man of action. He studied
the arts of diplomacy and warfare. He was a shrewd politician, an able leader
and an experienced’ strategist. He was essentially and fundamentally
a realist.

It is a highly doubtful proposition that romance promotes chivalry and

the noble qualities in mankind. The romances of the Middle Ages are but
fictitious tales. In real life,

‘ Men triumph over women still,
Men trample women's rights at will,
And man’s lust roves the world untamed.’

Apart from donning armour and rescuing fair damsels in distress, if men
of flesh and blood can respect womanhood in thought, word and deed, and

refrain from anything ugly, sordid, mean and base, life will be infinitely -
purer and finer. ,
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ROMANCE

Finally, romance promotes chivalry and all the higher qualities of a
human being, which make life better and sweeter. Love, which alone makes
life worth living—love towards God, towards country, towards mankind,
towards men and women, the love of the lover, the love of the friend, the chiid,
the beast, the bird, and even wild love is incomparable to the callous selfish-
ness and self-centered vanity of the realist. In the Romances of the Middle
Ages, knights-in-armour fought dragons, m

onsters and giants for damsels in
distress. The wonderful romance of *Don Quixote’ has been well loved by

most great writers and has profoundly influenced English literature. Fielding
loved it and was inspired by it; Smollet translated it ; it was the delight of
Wordsworth’s boyhood, and it alleviated the unhappy childhood of David
Copperfield, and the scarcely less unhappy days of his creator, Charles
Dickens.

Romance makes the world go round. While realism is a barren hill
from which men dig fossils, romance is like a spring of living water, full of
sound and movement and colour and delight, and something to remember
with strange pleasure in the drab hours of the comunonplace. It is something

that will spring into beautiful life in the presence of love or death or some
other great vicissitude of life.

REALISM 77
-

Does romance make the world go round ? Has the world of to-day
~ been moulded by the romantic interludes of our ancestors, or has it been .bllllt
up by their toil, endurance and fortitude? As a great writer says: ‘It is all
work and forgotten work, this peopled, clothed, articulate-speaking, high-
towered, wide-acred world. The hands of forgotten brave men have made it
a world for us; they—honour to them ; they, in spite of the idle and the
dasta&% live in & world of romance in this materialistic planet of ours is sheer
folly. It has been said that romance alone makes the world g0 round. I
gay it is realism that makes the world go round. Love at first sight, elope-
ments and penniless marriages are some of the aspects of romance. They
usually end in the' divorce courts. How much better it would be to think
carefully, to consider the pros and cons, and to make a deliberate deci-
sion. That is realism, but it is the true road to happiness.

So which would you like to be-—a romanticist, wl;o dreams fine drea.lx}s
but experiences little or nothing of them; or a realist, who undergoes toil,
misery and poverty, but who also experiences happlpesp, adventure and fun ?
Happiness 18 not an illusion; it is a reality, This is what Carlyle says:
¢ Who art thou that complainest of thy life of toil? Complain n?t. Blessed
is he who has found work., ILet him ask for no other blessedness.



A WEB-SPIDER COMMON IN TAMBARAM

By K. K. NEELARANTAN, 4 Hons., Br. v,

One of the commonest spiders in South India has & ver
mysterious way of 11v1pg. We can see its web just before the monsoon
breaks, spread on lowlying bushes under hedges and fences. These webs
look like pieces of muslin hung on the bushes and the wind gently rocking
them to and fro makes them glisten, An average-sized web will cover six
square Inches of space and the threads by which it is suspended can be seen
all around the place for a considerable distance.

_ Inthe centre of this sticky silken construction there is a hole about an
inch in diameter which forms the mouth of a tube made of the same material.
The tube is four to five inches in length and leads down to some dark crevice
in t‘he ground, betweep stones or roots of trees. The web is made of the silk
which most of the spiders are capable of spinning, and is very strong. The
yvel? consists of many layers and the tube is very strong and thick., The
inside of the tube is found to be very smooth and the outside to be rough and
generally covered with dust and decaying leaves.

~_To understand the way in which this interesting mansion is built the
gpldgr should be put in & bottle and left on a table or the ground. At first
it tries to find a dark corper but soon begins to walk round and round and we
see that it has begun spinning. Its spinnarets are pressed against the sides
of the bottle and the web sticks there. The spider leads the strand between
its last pair of legs and goes to another part. The same procedure is repeated
many times until in about an hour a besutiful silken tube is formed inside
the bottle. After the tube is made the spider does not generally begin making
the whole web which we see from outside. This part of the web is gradually
extended and the web grows in size.

Now that we have seen the construction of this mysterious but simple
structurg let us try to find out its uses. The web is the spider’s world for all
practical purposes, for the time being. It lives in the tube and does not go
out at all, The web outside the tube is used as a trap to catch the insects.

. The inhabitant of this tube is a fairly large spider measuring about one
inch (the body alone). It belongs to the family of the wolf-spiders. Its
body and legs are covered with fine hair and there are some white markings
on the abdomen. It has & number of eyes all situated on what the naturalists
call ‘ the watch tower’. Two of these are very prominent, Its fangs ave

y interesting and

black, strong and thick. The male of this species is smaller than the female '

and brown in colour. The female is black and less agile than the male.
These spiders dislike light and so spend the daytime inside the silken
tube. They come out of the tube when the sun is low down in the horizon,
and take up a position at the mouth of the tube. Even then they do not
come out fully, but hide within the tube, exposing only their front legs and
feelers (palp1), reminding us of Charybdis waiting to catch those that pass by.
The spider 18 now ready to begin a long feast, When anything falls on the
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web the spider runs towards it but when it nears the thing it hesitates a

~moment or two. It is making sure whether the insect is dangerous or not.
If it does not move, then the spider waits for some time again, Only when
the insect struggles does the spider dart on it and plunge its deadly fangs into
its body- and run back to its post. Then begins a process of squeezing and
sucking—the maxillary lobes near the mouth squeeze the captured insect,
which by this time will be dead, and the juice is slowly sucked in by the
spider, The spider’s fangs are hollow hard things which conduct the poison
into the insect’s body. This process of sucking takes a long time and in the
end the spidér will reject the black round mass of skin and hair which once
was an insect. The spider’s diet is very varied and includes all insects
big and small.

Most of these spiders begin to think of matrimony just before the mon-
goons. The male spider leaves its web and goes to a female’s web. Zoologists
are of opinion that it is by the scent that the male spider distinguishes the
female. The male steps on to the web of the female and then begins the
most wonderful and mysterious process called courting. He begins tapping
and rocking the web in a way which the female distinguishes to be the
message of a suitor. This web-telegraphy is common to many of the species.
The female looks on at these mad pranks of her suitor and if she approves he
is admitted into the tube. The mating of these spiders is also said to be a
very mysterious thing, in which the feelers of the male spider are employed
to carry the sperm dnto the female’s epigyne.

A fortnight after mating, the female is seen with a small white bag
attached to her spinnarets and carefully supported by her fourth pair of legs.
This white bag contains the eggs of the spider. The making of this bag is a
very complicated process. It is enmough for us to know that the material is

_again the silk with which the spider makes its house.

In another fortnight’s time the eggs hatch and after their first mould the
spiderlings come out and immediately, by instinct, climb on the mother’s back
and head. They remain there for some days during which time they do not
feed. Their food is stored inside their tiny black bodies in the form of fat.
When the spiderlings’ are on the back of the mother we can hardly recognise
her because of the black mass of moving children. ’

A few days after this the small spiders leave their mother. They are said
to climb to a certain height and let out a few threads for the first time. On

4hese threads they fly away and make their house where the wind lets them
down. Their webs are very small, transparent and flimsy,

Not many adults survive this mating season. The few that remain
climb up the hedges or fences and spin their webs and tubes. These webs
are different from those spun on the ground. Those sometimes have long
winding tubes one leading into another. For one web there will be more
than two openings at least. This may be because the spiders are now more
exposed to danger than they were before.

By the end of the monsoon' the small spiders are full grown and await
the next mating time. 'These spiders abound in Tambaram and the young
ones can be seen on their tiny webs in any part of the compound, :



THE PRIEST

By R. VENRATESWARAN, 3 B.Sc. Hons., Br. 1.

The sivens’ eerie wail pierced the dark’ning sky,
And I with instinctive fleetness fled,

To that haven of the weak

And those who escape from themselves

Unable to escape from their ego

— The temple.

A temple! Why not ?

A healthier place, I suppose, and safer
Than the slit trenches and shelters
Reeking of that insidious stink

Born of the sweat of panic and of terror
And dirty clothes!

In the temple stood the priest,

Deaf to the thundering guns

And the bursting bombs and shrieking shelis,
Rapt in the adoration

Of the shining, jet-black idol,

A sheer cylinder of black marble,

Burning camphor’s smoky swirls

And the pungent odour of incense
Filled that grim, dark cavernous place,
The soft-tongued bells clanged out

A knell that symbolised

Victory — or Death ?

Not for the priest the dangers of the air war
Not for him the booming of the guns ;

Not for him the panic—

What protection does he need

In the presence of his loved divinity

The death dealing god Shiva ?

The priest went on chanting louder,
The incessant tinkling of the bells
‘Wazxed in volume,

When a great darkness fell on me

And gathering numbness came over me
—— I knew no more.

* »
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Ah ! Shell-blast had laid me low ;

A traitorous, murdering shell

Had wrecked the temple walls !

And tottering to the altar, dazed and weak
I looked and shrieked out of sheer terror
And fainted— i

For the priest was one inert mass

Of scorched flesh and charred bones ;

His glassy eyes stared a meaningless stare
At that idol, the Preserver.

Was it & look of great disgust

Or one of ecstatic triumph ?

The old India is not dead, nor will die—
Idols and ikons, gods and deities

Mean more to some than dear life itself,
But who can tell what the feelings of the priest were
At the moment of death ?
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SCIENCE IN EVERYDAY LIFE—
THE CONTRIBUTION OF CHEMISTRY*

Every educated person realises in some measure the importance of
Science in everyday life.. Of all the branches of Science it ig Chemistry that
deals, in a constructive way, with the building blocks of Nature and it i8
out of these blocks that the forms of life are created and sustained. The
Chemist, in his laboratory, labours with these very blocks and makes
new compounds some of which are wonderful in their g
everyday life. I am to speak to you in these ten minutes
the contribution of Chemistry.

This contribution is gaining in volume and in quality from day to day.
The ancients knew the effect of adding manure to the soil. The smith, the
dyer and the potter used chemical processes in their trades ; but always with

nder which g

pplication to
briefly about

shade. A cgntury ago, all colouring matter was extracted from plants, from
minerals, from insects and even froxq shell-fish and they were not man .
Most important among them were indigo, the blue dye from the indigo plant*
and alizarin, the red dye from the madder root. The Chemist has discovered
by patient sfnzﬂ%a and research the secrets of the edifice of the principal dye
molecules and s now able to produce in his laboratory dyes of almost any
colour and shade. Asa classic example I may tell you the story of indigo,
“whieh-i¢' perhaps the oldest of all dyes and is described in old Sanskrit

. wiititigs. The natural indigo, obtained from the plant, was broken down

with the help of the tools of the Chemist and from the
indigo molecule was assembled. You might realise somet
mity of the undertaking when I tell you that it took eightee
crores of rupees to complete the task and to make the man
a success. And it has been a great success, 80 much so that it drove the
indigo cultivators of India into bankruptey. Indigo is a beautiful blue and
contains two nitrogen atoms in the molecule besides carbon, hydrogen and
oxygen. If the nitrogen is changed to sulphur we get thio-indigo which is a
red dye. If four hydrogen atoms are changed to four bromine atoms we get
another shade of blue. If the hydrogens are substituted in a different way
we get & purple dye, Thus frqm one colour thp Chemist is able to produce
other colours by slightly altering its composition. The contribution of the
Chemist to the colour scheme of our everyday life could be appraised from the
saris the womenfolk wear.

Think of a surgical operation and of the blessirigs of anmsthetics which
put the patient to sleep while the surgeon cuts and cuts. Yet there were

broken pieces the
hing of the enor-
n years and thirty
ufacture of Indigo

*Broadcast from the Madras station of All India Radio, Oct. 19th

,» and published by kind
permission.

. vitamins, that she can by proper dieting safeguar
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times, not long ago, when anesthetics were unknown. Tpe unfortunate
* patients must have felt very much like the victims in & Nazi concentration
camp. It is described that sensitive surgeons used to plug their ears, not to
hear the agonising cries of their patients. To a world crying for relief from
pain, inflicted in the name of cure, came the discovery of anssthetics like a
boon from Heaven. Chloroform, compound of carbon, hydrogen and chlorine,
prepared from ordinary alcohol was known from a long time bgfore its anas-
thetic property was discovered. Then came other anssthetics, synthetic
ones from the chemist’s laboratory—cocaine, procaine, novocaine which act
locally leaving the patient conscious but insensitive to pain in the region
where the operation is performed. The contribution of chemistry here is
verily a work of mercy and cannot be assessed in terms of money. . .
Every one is familiar with the doctor who examines and prescribes, and
all his skill would be of no avail without the drugs he uses and owes to the
chemist. Some of these drugs are commonpla.g:e things. There are ott_lers
which have just revolutionised medical and surgical treatment. The list is a
long one and I may mention a few—a few that find almost everyday appli-
cation. One of the products synthesised by nature in the human laboratory
is insulin which brings about digestion of sugar. .A deficiency in 3nsulln
means insufficient or no combustion of sugar, which leads to & diseased
condition known as diabetes. The chemist has synthesised insulin and has
given the medical profession the means of curing diabetes. A recent synthe-

tic drug is, what 18 chemically known as, sulphanilamide. It is & wonder

worker, acts in a selective way d‘esty:oyil}g thg pathogenic germs and not
attacking the healthy tissues. It is like inventing a bomb which would kill
off the totalitarians, leaving the decent people severely a.longa.. Tt is so, and hag
been the means of saving thousands of lives from blood-pompnmg, peritonitis,
child-birth fever, meningitis and other dangerous and hitherto incurable
aladies.
" 8‘Our newer knowledge of nutrition and the vitamin theory are due mainly
to the labours of chemists. There are diseases, called deficiency diseases,
which neither medicine nor surgery can cure, They are all produced by lack
of certain accessory food factors called vitamins. One may eat enough other-
wise but still suffer. Today it is common knowledge that polished rice ig bad,
that fruit juices and green vegetables, and not over-boiled milk are good,
because one lacks the vitamins and the others have them. Vitamin chemistry
has been elusive and with the help of guinea-pigs, mice, fowls, dogs and even
horses their curative and preventive properties have been studied and the
vitamins classified. Now and then new ones are bein

g added. An intelligent
housewife has now enough knowledge of the occurrence and potency of

d the health and growth
of her family.

Everyone knows about Bakelite tumblers, cups, plates, available in a
variety of colours, so nice and satisfying to handle. They are made of what
is technically known as plastics, plastic only during its production stage,
becoming quite rigid afterwards. They are manufactured from formaldeleyde
and phenol or urea or casein or from other similar compounds. They are
moulded by pressure and heat and almost anything from a tooth brush to an
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aeroplane can be made from plastics. There is a variety which is trans-
parent and from it are made excellent flawless lenses, better than ordma_l‘y
glass ones, and the safest safety window-glasses. Its range of staring
material is inexhaustible and its future can only be described as highly
promising and expanding, limited only by the imagination and capacity
of the m&nuf&cturing chemist. Some enthusiasts even go to the length of
calling this the plastic age, though in reality it looks like the age of bombs,

We have just to look around critically to realise the debt we owe to

chemistry. The paper we use, the inks, leather goods, glass, china, p&ipts.‘
soaps, sugar, matches and countless other things have made our lives enjoy-
able and interesting. Nature has given us, besides her manifold gifts of

finished products, the building blocks and the chemist builds with under-
standing and patience,

S, S. GANDHERKER.

THANKFULNESS

By I. D. Tanaaswaui (Old Student)

The sun had set and light with darkness fought,
When for a quiet hour the beach I sought.

With foamy crest the long-drawn waves arose
And broke themselves in gently murmuring flows,
Apon both sea and land the night possessed

And all without the sea lay still at rest.

With sparkling gems was strewn the blackened sky
Each richer far than all the world could buy.

A blood-red deep spread o’er the ocean marge
And ushered in a fiery circle large

Which shapened to & disc of silvery hue
Implanted firm upon a canvas blue.

As by a foe superior put to flight,

The shining stars retreated out from sight,
Sitting alone beneath the moon-shed rays

Of nothing could I think but Heavenly Grace,

A TAMBARAM SCENE]
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LOOK INTENSELY AT WORDS!
By N. SeIRAM, 5 Hons., Br. vis.

« Look intensely at words !’ so said Ruskin.
¢ Click the camera and get the result!’ so ran the advertisement.

' How grand !’ I said to myself, ‘ Just click, eh ? 5o easy is it ?’

« No previous experience necessary ’ continued the advertisement.

' It is meant entirely for me.” I told myself.

« A modern camers for the modern man. Vest-pocket size, only Rs. 19,’
concluded the advertisement. ’

« How cheap !’ I repeated to myself. ‘Just the camera for me !’

T ran to the dealer, shelled out the cash, got the camera.

« Of course you would like a few rolls of film,’ put in the dealer.

¢ Of course, Of course !’ I chimed in. I got three rolls of film, I came
down to college, clicked snd clicked away merrily, Fri 1
water-towers and hall-views. y lends and lecturers,

The mlls were developed. ‘ Goodness me!' I exclaimed. P
clouds, bla,ck-outs'a.nd all-clears, nightmares and nebulas. I mz'z to :&c;hg:;}n;l
Threw the negatives on to his table. ‘ Look there !’ I said indignantly, * os
what I got from your blooming camers !’ ¥, “see

* Let's see the results,’ said he calmly ; * you clicked, did ,

‘ Yes. But look at the results. How hopeless . . T );::111: 0:0? me in
) ‘ﬂ&sh. . I stopped my talk. I picked up the negatives and ran out I had
clicked indeed and got the results of course. That is exactly e a
advertisement said. It never said a word about good results. Good or b de
resul;s are resul!;ls. The advertisement went no further, or bad,

ran a mile. I sat down under a tree and scolded .
foom%h Wlily did I not look intensely at words? ed myself for being
e other words of the advertisement float . .

wodern camera for the modern man ’. od before my eyes. ‘The

‘T'll corner the rascal now,” I said to myself, ¢
is there to prove it ?"* yeelf, ‘ modern camera ? What

It came to me in another flash. It was modern indesd "
it was air-raid minded too. H i ed and, by jingo,
cloars ? ow else did I get the black-outs and sll-

¢ Vest-pocket size.’

‘There you are!’ I burst out in triumph, ‘ How wi .

' : . ' W n 04
rogue establish that? It weighs at least a viss. I will teaclh tga:ét n‘i?;ebbll;ilg
old, scound . . ..' A third flash. I had read Guiliver's Trapels Irz’ "
heard of the Brobdignagnagians. These giants had vest-pockets, I am sq ave
and very big ones at that. Vest-pockets are vest-pockets %hou h $~
belonged to the Brobdigdug—what's their name ? If only I haﬁ lookzg

intensely at words !



86 THE MADRAS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE

How often had I applied for ‘generous samples’ enclosing eight annas
« for packing, postage, etc.’! What did the * etc.” stand for but cost and profit ? ¢
How often I was fooled by believing that things advertised as FREE were
really free! Does it need costly and persistent advertisement to find a means
for giving vent to your super-abundant philanthropy? Had the golden
day dawned when pepple in need were s0 few that one had to search for
them through papers in order to get into touch with them and smother them
with free gifts ? Does giving away free mean cheating a score of persons and
giving a thousandth of what you get to someone else? Alas! How often the
tiny worm on the bait lands a big fish !

That day onwards, advertisements in the papers, letters from friends and
political statements—all had new meanings for me.

Much harm is done by people not looking intensely at words —both what
they read and what they write. Much more evil is done by people taking
advantage of the fact that we seldom look intensely at words. Why are laws
couched in ambiguous words and extra-complex sentences? Is it to enable
lawyers to look as intensely at them as is most convenient for themselves ?
How frequently do lawyers look more intensely at the words of witnesses than
the witnesses themselves meant their words to be looked into !

A great deal of evil will be avoided if we ascertain from the other party
the exact intensity with which they meant their words to be looked into.
Let us not masunderstand. We cannot understand unless we realize the
exact intensity with which we must look at other people’s words.

BAG-WORMS

The ‘bag-worms’ or ¢ case-weavers’ are a kind of caterpillars very

* commonly seen clinging to the walls of our college buildings and creeping
about the bushee all round the college premises. They are the larval stages
of certain moths belonging to the families Psychide, Tineide, Cossidae and
Coleophoride. Strictly speaking true and typical bag-worms are met with
among the members of the family Psychide, which are otherwise called the
‘ bag-worm moths’. Besides the members of the few families of moths
mentioned above, there are also certain other groups exhibiting the same
phenomenon.  For example, the larvee of the well-known caddis-flies
creep about over mud and stones in streams and river-beds carrying minute
fragments of sticks, leaves and even tiny pebbles fastened together with silk.
The nymphs of certain bugs. too make & protective case mostly out of their
own excreta.

THE LARVAL BAGS OF THE COMMON BAG-WORM MOTH

The bag-worms live inside their bags and carry them about wherever
they go, thrusting out their front end, the hind end being caught firmly to
the case. The case affords in most cases excellent protection from the
worst enemies of caterpillars such as insectivorous birds and wasps. The
caterpillars pupate inside their cases and the adult moths produced escape
and fly away . leaving behind the pupal skin. If we just examine some of
these larval cases we will come across several of them with the pupal skin
attached to the free end of the case. These then are cases which accommo-
dated the larvee of the moths which in the adult condition fly about in the

open. The larve cases vary greatly in size, texture and composition in the
different species of case-making larve. S

.. The study of the various forms of cases is indeed very interesting and it
is left to all enthusiastic field entomologists to make a collection of all these
different forms and observe the various materials used and the various methods
of bag construction. Some larve make their cases purely out of earth and
gilk, while others use vegetable matter such as dried leaf-stalks, thorns, sticks,
leaves, pieces of bark, straw and even rubbish. All these materials are glued
together by gilk in the form of a bag. The inside of the cases is usually lined
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very smoothly with a layer of silk which serves as a soft cushion for the
growing larva,

The ‘rubbish bag-worm ’ utilises any kind of material that comes in its
way for bag construction. We usually find on their bags the empty shells of
tiny snails, the hairs of other caterpillars, minute fragments of leaves, barks
sand particles, pieces of wings of other insects, dried skeletal pieces of, beetles,
and feathers. The caterpillar is seen to live inside the massive bag composed
of this rubbisl}. During locomotion' it protrudes its head out and the thoracic
legs are used in the normal manner. But with the slightest disturbance the
animal withdraws itself completely into the bag. The *sand bag-worm ’
makes a bag ou of very fine particles of sand. The common form has the bag
built up of two symmetrical flat and imperfectly fused sheets. Each sheet is
greyish and deeply constricted in the middle. These are seen abundantly at
the fooy of Casuarina plantations in certain localities. The colour of the
bags blends exactly with the sandy environment and if we glit the two
halves we notice a tiny larva wriggling out. Another larva makes & pot-like
casge out of moistened earth. The bag is oval and uniformly lined internally
with silk and externally with a fine brush of glistening hairs. The ¢ leathery
bag-worm ’ constructs the most common long tubular bags out of a very strong
parchment-like material. The tube is over an inch long and carries & delicate

collar at the front end through which the larya peeps out. During periods of

rest the collar is closed and the whole bag is attached to the wall or bark by
means of a strong silken attachment. The leathery bags are often met with
in shady areas in such enormous numbers that they often infest the whole
surface of the wall or bark. The elephant-tusk bag-worm ¢ makes the bag
out of & similar material and it is peculiarly curved like an elephant-tusk.
Another common bag-worm (Clania cramerii) collects together the long spines
of Acacia or small sticks and arranges them longitudinally over the bag. It
18 an 1mportant polyphagous bag-worm found throughout India. This psychid
caterpillar when very young makes a protective covering of moss, leaf-
epldermls and particles of bark, etc., interwoven with silk. When the cater-
pillar grows and when it finds their bags too small it either makes & new case
or enlarges the older one. It is a form of some economic significance as
1t eats away the shoots and twigs of plants. As Mr. Beeson observes
(Forest Inmsects—1941) the plantations of Casuaring equisetifolia on the
Madras, Orissa and Malabar Coasts are badly affected every year by Claniae
orameris and the bag-worms are injurious by reason of the foliage they eat
and the damage is greatly increased by the pruning off of twigs or growing
shoots and buds required for bag construction.

The * clothes-moths ’ are household pests very common in India. Their
larves use various kinds of bags or tubes of silk and dust for protection.
They feed upon woollen clothes, carpets, furs, etc. The larva of the
clothes-moth, Crypsithyris longicornis, makes an elongate oval case about &
centimeter long and covered with dust particles. Tinea pellionella is another
clothes-moth whose larvss live in a flattened smooth silk case and are pests in
dwelling houses, warehouses and stores.

The larval cases often present sexual differences in size and texture. It
certain species the male bags are rougher and suspended by a long thread
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while the female bags are smoother and devoid of & thread. The larva of the
., male moth Psyche unicolor makes a larger and more conspicuous case than
that of the larva destined to hatch out as a wingless female moth. .

The story of the bag-worm moths is interesting. = They have an
extremely wide distribution but are very primitive forms and their evolution
has taken place along different lines in the two sexes. The males are very
highly specialised and actively fly about, while the females present an extreme
case of degeneration in the whole group of moths and butterflies. They live
inside their bags-throughout their life unlike the males which come out of
the bag once they become adults. Both male and female larve lead an intra-
tubular life inside their bags and both pupate inside, But the male pupae
hatch out into winged swiftly-flying males. The female pupae hatch out
into degenerate wingless females. The males possess bipectinate feelers, an
clongate extrusible abdomen and wings built for rapid and prolonged flight.
The females present different grades of degeneration and in extreme cases
they lack the feelers, legs, wings and even mouth-parts. They are nothing
but an irregular vermiform sac loaded with eggs msu}e. This is what takes
place in all cases of degeneration observed in the animal world. In degene-
ration brought about by parasitism we find the loss of all locomotor organs
and sense organs and a simultaneous development of reproductive organs, the
parasite presenting the appearance of a loose egg-sac. In the present case
degeneration is due to. the prolonge.d, sedentary and la._zy life inside the bag.
During copulation the actively flying male gsually alights on the case of a
female and inserts his protrusible abdomen into the case through the hind
opening and fertilises her. In certain cases, as for example, in Fumia the
female comes out of her case for copulation. In dpterona heliz, the females

- are known to lay eggs without fertilisation. This phenomenon where the

unfertilised eggs develop into the adult insect is not strange to science. It is
called parthenogenesis. It is worth mentioning, in this connection, that all
drone bees of the hive are derived from unfertilised eggs of the queen, and
there is many a case of parthenogenetic development in the animal series.
It appears to be a primitive mode of reprod}lction but at the same time s
special adaptation to the present case-weaving form. 'Th.e females lay the
eggs inside the bag. In Clania cramerii the eggs are laid in hundreds from
December onwards and the larve emerge after two or three weeks and they
take 9 or 10 months to mature. ‘

The study of the bag-worms provides rich material not only to the
ordinary naturalist but also to the economic entomologist. Some of these
bag-worms are now known to be actual pests of certain fruits and trees in
North America, South Africa, etc, - A knowledge of the detailed life-histories
of all these forms is essential for a thorough suppression of them, But
unfortunately the life-histories of hundreds of these forms are still in oblivion
and only vague and meagre records of the details of their development are
available at present. The bag-worms are an important group of caterpillars
and & menace to the agriculturist. Suppression of these forms needs an ela-
borate study of the details of development and pruning methods of these larve.
Herein lies, therefore, a fruitful and very interesting subject for any enthu-
siastic entomologist to take up for research. o
J. SAMUEL Ray.
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TRANSPORT IN WARTIME LONDON

By R. P. Santwax, ¢ Hons., Br. vii.

The system of transport in pre-war London may be regarded as symbolic'
of Buropean civilisation. London transport is one of the few things which
have been, comparatively speaking, unaffected by wartime conditions. Its
efficiency hae been maintained throughout these trying times at the high level
for which 1t has been Justly famous all over the world. In this connection,
one can think of only & single other organisation which can stand comparison
with it—Cook’s.

In these days of almost vehement boosting of democracy, it seems wise
to begin this article with that most democratic of vehicles, the Bus. It is the
most popular method of transport, both as regards economy and comfort.
Here in India, people travel by bus only when it is absolutely essential to do
80, and then it is with a heavy heart that they board one of these rickety
contraptions which, for the sake of courtesy, have been given the title of ‘bus’.
At the end of one of these journeys, these heavy hearts become even heavier
while the condition of the rest of their poor bodies is hardly worth
writing about.

London buses, on the contrary, make travelling a pleasure. They are,
mosj;ly, two-deckers, roomy and well-kept ; the seats are well-padded and the
yehlclqs run very smoothly. There are no attempts (such as are very common
in India) at trying to crowd three people into space meant only for two, and
because of this it is very seldom that a bus is overloaded and the passengers
crushed in their seats, To a stranger in London, the number of bus-routes
(there are proba,bl'y % hundred different ones) may, and often do, appear
g::,ltl(i)e;iﬁ;gi;n bf:tv 0m a.f sgort tipxehhe will have grasped the essentials. One

_ ur of buses is thei : i
Fhore ba ono overy threy poes | eir frequency; on the important routes,

_ Petrol rationing has forced many of the idle rich '’
limousines and their favourite vehicle under these new cond;
If the bus is the democrat of the road,
the taxi the aristocrat of the road. Th

black overcoat) is one of the most cheerful erso ive ; i nd
obliging, he is & source of never-ending amuse?nentn:o &}l:;eéa}azgzg:;g?s 'ai'he
lot of the taxi-driver has become very hard, not only due to petrol-rationing
but also due to the exceedingly strict blackout. The Indian public has only
recently been subjected to fairly strict blackouts, and those who have had to
drive under these conditions will readily appreciate the difficulties involved.

. In addition to these privations, the taxi-driver is often called upon to
drive during an air-raid. This calls for great courage and presence of mind
and the Liondon cabbies have risen nobly to the needs of the occasion. It has

been my own experience to ride in a taxi during an air-raid ; the shell-splinters

were hammering on the roof of the taxi ith t . ker
and I must confess that 1 was with the insistence of a woodpec

. very doubtful of reaching the station.
But the .cfh'lver Dever turned a hair and drove as if he hadg been driving
all his life under wartime difficulties ; on arriving there, I expected him t0

ask for a much bigger tip than 1 Sk but
he had to be cajole p usual because of the risks involved,

to give up their
; tions is the taxi.
1t would not be far wrong to call
e London Cabby (in his proverbial

and coerced before he would accept anything more
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than the usual fare. Very often, we read in the papers of some act of
keroism by these men and one cannot but help admiring their ¢ guts’.

" Lovers of London will no doubt be pleased to hear that the trams which
were such a disfigurement on the roads, are now being replaced by a new type
of bus, run not on petrol but by electricity, called the trolleybus. Trams
were the ugliest and least comfortable of London vehicles. The trolleybus,
on the other hand, is on the same model as the bus but its running is noise-
less and smoother and its looks are & credit to Liondon. The tram used to
obstruct traffic by running in the centre of the road, and was most inconve-
nient for passengers to board or to alight, due to the cars and buses that ran
between the tram and the pavement. All this has been eliminated because
the trolleybus, not running on rails, is free to stop at the edge of the pavement.
At the beginning of the ¢ blitz’, both buses and trolleybuses used to stop when
¢ Wailing Winnie’ (the siren) blew ; but now they stop only for a moment
to allow passengers who wish to go to shelters to alight, and then carry on.

There are underground trains in some other capitals of the world, but by
far the biggest and most important network is in Liondon. The ‘tubes’ (as
they are popularly called) were one of the show-pieces of London. They run
at a great depth underground, escalators and lifts being uged to convey the
passengers below, The escalator is & constantly moving staircase and all that
one has to do is to stand on the topmost step which moves till it reaches the
platform. In the deepest of undergrounds, two, three, and sometimes even
four escalators are necessary to reach the platform.

The trains are small and streamlined, and are luxuriously upholstered.
The lights, while giving plenty of illumination to the carriages, are cunningly
concealed and, a8 the trains very seldom run above ground, there is no need
for a blackout. An exclusive feature of these trains is their doors. They are
automatically controlled and are always shut before the train leaves the
station ; they are not opened again till the train stops at the next station.
The risk of accidents, due to persons trying to jump on the train while it is
moving and again trying to jump off before the train has stopped, is thus
considerably minimised.

The war has affected the ¢ tubes ' more than any other branch of London
transport. The depth of the stations makes them very good air-raid shelters,
and though at the beginning, the authorities refused to allow people to use
the stations as shelters, they had to give way to immense public outcry. At
the beginning of the ‘blitz’, people used to crowd together under most
unhygienic conditions ; these have been considerably improved thanks to the
ceaseless efforts of the Ministry of Health, Trains are forced to stop by
eight o’cJock in the evening as shelterers overflow the platforms and sleep even
between the rails.

Such then is the system of public transport in London. It is run under
the sole management of the London Passenger Transport Board and, on. the
whole (as was said at the beginning of this article), it has been changed very
little \by wartime conditions. Of course the gay streets, many of them
illuminated by huge neon advertisements, and the brightly-lit buses and
trams have disappeared ; the city has been shrouded in a pall of darkness, but
smidst bombs and shrapnel, London and her transport carry on,



THE ART OF MAKE-UP

By F. V. MaANIRRAM, 3 Homs., Br. .

Any man who devotes-himself to a special field, such as music, painting,
sculpture, or dramatics, owes a statement to his art. He must give an account
of his studies, his researches and the experiences through which he has been
enabled to meet the changing requirements of Nature. Before I proceed

“further, I wish to express my joy at finding that many of the students study-
ing here are sincere lovers of Art. Many of them have a critical eye too,
though their criticism is a bit harsh some times. There are so many actors,
actresses, story writers, directors, musicians, painters, and singers in the
making among our college mates. Yet to many of them art is & pastime, &
sort of haphazard hobby, not a real hobby. They do not have any serious

-notions of art and most probably they will forget all about it when they
leave the college after they have finished their course of study. But this arti-
cle is addressed to those who have been really touched by the divine fire of art,
and should the good Lord in His wisdom have chosen you among His anointed
few, then the urge to create will be so strong that nothing between Heaven
and Hell can stop you. If this is the case with you, then no amount of
hardships and obstacles are of any consequence. You will take them in
your stride, for you are kept warm by the fire that is burning inside your
heart and a ‘ crust of bread’ or a small morsel of food taken before your
make-up table will taste better than all the delicacies you can get in Mazda
or Udipi Cafe. ’

I want to draw your attention to the way in which you can bring your-
self much closer to the delightful garden of the Muses (it is indeed a most
delectable garden) than you have hitherto thought possible. There must be
something you like to do and can do. You may like to draw or to sing or to
play an instrument or go in for dramatics. Is there any reason why you
should not do so if it adds to the fun of being ? I can honestly say that I
don’t know of any, provided that you realise your own limitations. You
need not be as good as the best professional in any of the arts to be still &
very decent artist in your own right, just as you need not be a racing motorist
to get a lot of fun out of the old car. But you can and will lead an ipfinitely
happier and fuller existence if you adopt one of the arts as your hobby, and
you will be surprised how far you can get by devoting & few of your leisure
moments to the practice of whatever art you have chosen, whether it be
photography, or cooking, or painting or etching or making stage models or
make-up or even falling in love !

Of course keep this fact firmly in mind—in the arts (just as in Nature)
there are no short-cuts. Success is not a matter of inspiration alone but
& matter of patience, more patience, and still more patience. Without
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Jinspiration you may never be able to scale the greatest heights, but all the
inspiration in this universe will not do you any good without & vast amount
of very hard work, and slow, painstaking, and conscientious work at that.

I have said so much of art in general because all the arts have but a
single purpose—to contribute to the art of living—and therefore they are
closely related to each other and support each other and help each other out
like the members of a family. Now I would say something about the art of
make-up.

MAKE-UP AS AN ART.—As an art, Make-up, like all other arts, is the
expression of one’s intuition and natural aptitude. But it is important for
you to know some of the fundamentals gained by professional make-up
artists by their own observations and experiences in making up performers
for the motion pictures, stage and society. .

As there are no two complexions or faces exactly alike, each individual
presents a different problem for the make-up artist. In a word make-up
must start in where Nature has left off. The task for the make-up artist
is to fit the face for the part and some parts are so unique that they challenge
the skill of the make-up artist. Yet it is fair to say that type creating
make-up and its application have been developed to a high degree of achieve-
ment. Indeed some of the effects gained with make-up have been so
wonderfully successful that many have come to believe that with an average
outfit of make-up materials a thousand possibilities await the studious mind
and the skilful hand. ' e o

But all the foregoing emphasis on skill in the use of make-up need not
deter the beginner. He must remember that it is acquired only through
practice. Once he gets the knack of using make-up, once he sees how remark-
ably his new skill can transform a face, right then he will be stirred to trying
out all kinds of character effects. Therein lies some of the fun in knowing
‘how?’, not to mention the pleasure that comes with success.

Now then, it might be well at this point to mention some of the import-
ant uses of make-up with respect to both the performer and cinematographer
or camera man. ‘

: 1. . Disfigured faces and objectionable blemishes (such as small-pox
marks, pimple scars, caste mark impressions, since they are magnified by the
camera, may be rendered invisible, or at least subdued by the correct use of
make-up in motion pictures. '

' g The natural contrasts which give tone and colour to & complexion
are lost in the photographic process. The adjustment is easily made by the
use of colour in make-up. -

3. Faces that have become tanned and sunburnt can maintain their
true characterisations throughout the making of a picture with the use of
make-uiy. ’

. During the making of a picture, the strain of hard work and long
hours may show its signs. Make-up subdues these evidences of fatigue and
permits the original characterisation to go on unchanged.

5. Retouching of photographs is a highly skilled art. It is even
diffionlt in still photography resulting too often in the subject wearing an un-
natural or false expression. For motion picture photography retouching is
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physically impossible. Artistically done
to correct and adjust facial deficiencies..

SrmL ProTuREs.—Since make-up has contributed to the i
. g h ; perfection of
g;,;l}?;fogmphy it has been zj,pphed with equal results to portrait photo-
. STéGE MtAKE-pP.—\I?IVhy is make-up necessar
the modern stage is such that it absorbs
plexion and thus considerably changes the a;:)le:f:nﬁe& t(;xfraélhzolc;g:o:;ge lg(l)m.
a beautiful woman without make-up in the brilliance of mogern stage i ;ie
ing and her face will appear to be colourless, her eyes will loge theirg lgkl !
and altogether she will appear to be other than the same beautiful vy
(The lighting arrangements on the stage in Anderson Hall are meant W(im?n.
straight or ‘ light’ dramas or plays to give a subdued effect The ony O:
designed for a major play or dramatic production which re uires yelml‘)e nc‘);e
settings, costumes, light g.nd scenic effects by stage tricks lget we c:n o;:o
ovide i . i
extra lights according to the requiremenss soge(t:;lk?; ;ﬁﬁ:ng t:tlsea.ires:n &dt;GE o
of the stage Director.) Make-up is therefore necessary to restore :h ructlon?
tone of the complexion, which is lost under modern stage li ghtine na gr:,
define the features so that they will be clearly visible from all a?:’tsag} th:
;h‘;:t:;ml:[:a]“l‘]"‘épf’ ofbcov:lx;se, (l’°ve‘5v‘;7p facial blemishes and helpspto give the
ed for e play. i
ig) more like the cha.racZer hepis gepictilntg. make-up on, the porformer feels he
STRAIGHT MAKE-UP OR SCENIC MAKE-

make-up is that the actor’s face should be not les i i
€ S | s attra 1
and in addition, should seem more interesting and exprescstil\:,ee. th]?}?re:; ;::ltl:ge'
changes its properties under stage lighting. The more irregular are the
ff?&turfeihthe iess_z tla;itra.cti(ve they appear under stage lighting, Therefore the
alm of the ‘straight’ make-up should be—(1) To restore th :
the complexion ; (2) to make the eyes larger and more 2;;;22?;0?1(23;%
emphasize the features so that they will be clearly visible to the a.l,ldience
'_[:hli type hls thio bistlai fo; colleges, schools and amateur dramatic societies‘
since we have i | .
e ake 1nto account the time, labour and above all the
CHARACTER MAKE-UP.—Let us star
applies to the theatre. ¢ Character is
nality’, and impersonation, if you plea:
18 an actor only in so far as he creat

make-up is the most practical way

y ¢ The lighting system of

UP.—The chief aim of this type of

t by defining the word character as it
he representation of a particular perse-
8¢, a8 1nterpreted by an actor. And he

i r ag | es in the mind i i
necessary suspension of disbelief ! Therefore he mu'sl;s x;)cft }:)?kailillg;ex;? s.tc[:;z:

but he must look his part. And he may do this b maki

of.evgry phase. of it by seeking out sources, examingng ;iéi‘fm:,c{:ﬁ;ﬂgﬂgjz
;:}-flptlve material and he may even go so far as to observe his ‘model ’ in actual
ife,

I may conclude with a list of other kinds of make-u i i
or mythological, historic, Shakespeare, society, etc. Tl?e's:]::;l;zlé grl:)r: nelg
under three main brmr_xches of make-up thus—(1) Liinear or ornamental make-
up. (2) Painting or illusory make-up. (3) Plastic make-up.
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The following Reference Books will be found useful :—

1. THEATRICAL AND CINE MAKE-UP.
Helena Chalmers—The Art of Make-up. (New York, 1930).
Max Factor—Hints on the Art of Make-up. (9 Booklets).
(Hollywood).
2. MAKE-UP FOR EVERYDAY LIFE.
Max Factor—Society Make-up. (Hollywood).
Cocks, Dorothy— Help Yourself to Beauty. (Hollywood, 1935).
Lapish, Edith~Be Beautiful. (Hollywood, 1932).
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ATHLETICS

Basket Ball

Out of the nine Lieague matches we had to play on the whole, three
were played last term. The remaining matches were played this term, the
last one being the postponed match against the Y.M.C.A. College.

.Though we won all the other matches, the Engineers knocked off the
championship by their victory over us, Yet, looking back on the work we
have done, we are quite satisfied—thanks to the unceasing help of our
President, Mr. Thangaraj.

Now that the League matches are over, all are turning their interest to
the forthcoming Inter-Hall Tournawment, of which at least two matches will

be played this term.
' The three Hall .captains, Devavaram (Selaiyur), Venkiteswaran
(St. Thomas’s), and Jayaraman (Heber), are straining their necks trying to
arrange &8s many ¢ friendly ’ matches as possible.

In fact, the marvellous game played by the Selaiyur team is threatening
to shake the ‘ morale’ of 8t. Thomas’s—holders of the championship for the
last thres years! Labor omnia vincit, '

THOMAS JAQOB,
Captain.
Football )

We have to begin this term’s report on a mournful note. After our
creditable triumph over the Medicals, the would-be victors of the Medical-
Engineering match, we were unfortunately beaten by the Engineers on our
own ground. This was the first match we have ever lost at home. George
Verghese, our centre-half, could not play in that match and there were a few
changes in the team, in position as well as players.

An event in the history of the College is the opening of & new full-size
Football ground in front of Heber Hall, and we had the opening match—
a friendly one—with the Burma Evacuees’ Team whom we beat by 7:0
though it was & hard fight. The other League matches we skipped off
ea_snly, sometimes scoring as many as 14 goals, till we came to the match
with the 8chool of Technology by whom we were held to s draw, unnecessarily.
We took the match easily but a free-kick awarded to them at the last moment
decided our fate that day. Amirtharaj, our steady back, did not play in that
match and thus we ‘lost one more valuable -point in the race for the
championghip ’ as The Hindu put it. .

The season is now over. But the end finds us still unlucky, while those
whom we beat are sharing the championship with those whom they beat in
turn. As our Pregident remarked, in his usual smiling way, this year we are
really unfortunate to lose the championship by a single point. But we have
not lost hopes. We have our chance. For this year we are entering for
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i Cup Tournament and we have every chpnce of win_ning it. We
° tl:l:pevvfg:o ?he l?est and will try our best, not allowing luck to give us what ¢t
pleases but make luck give us what we want !

K. V. Grorgg,
Captain.

Hockey . , o
A new term has effected sgv:;al ch:'ngest}nnoira ;f:lméignd desp;te thg

- holiday and the post-vacation examination, we steppe
zﬁtfx;v?tﬁhe c:sszio:xéoggtermingtion for better unity. D. I. Chakravarthi and
P. Arumugam were replaced by R. Faraday and M. 8. J. Ebenezer and
fl;rther rearrangement in the positions of several other players strengthened
the ch::) ;iri‘::ul)'_?e'ague match this term was against Loyola on our grounds, and
through sheer bad luck we lost by two go&ls to one. Unshaken in determina-
tion, we were successful in the remaining matches for the season. Our team
take’s a very long time to settle down and this 18 the main cause of.our defea,.t.
Summing up the whole league, we lost against the Madras Medicals, Engi-
neering and Loyola; we drew with Presidency and won the rest.

The combined and individual efforts of our bnllmqt forwards,
E. C. P. Philip and M. 8. J. Ebenezer, have been responsible for our
several victories. And with firm confidence in our backs, they have forced
soveral wins. Our half-backs form gxcellent feeds to the forwards ; our full-
backs E. K. Ravikrishnan and H. Sreekant, have perfect understa.ndmg and
form,a. very stubborn resistance to tl}e opponents forwa,rdn_s; our goslie has
shown great improvement but greater interest will perfect his game. '

We played many practice matches at home and away, and repaid the
Loyola defeat. Our second eleveltl 18 tpx_'ggr:ssmg fairly well and has played

ising matches against outside teams. .

severgluf rlgc;-;fey gtour this yeg,r has been postpoped indefinitely, _because of the
early closing of college for the September vacation. Several vain efforts were
made in favour of the tour, during the vacation. We still have hopes of
going on tour, but find difficulty in fixing the time and place, and fear that
some players appearing for the University examination in March 1943 will
not come, if it is too late. '

Our team is entering for a tournament next term, and so in confidence
and rigid determination, we hope to prove & greater success. ' .

N. D. D’Sena,
Captain,

Volley Ball . ) ) .

Responding to my humble call, Amirtharaj came forward and proved
himself to be an excellent offensive player. With his entrance our full team
was formed. Poonsn's ‘torpedo shot’, Amirtharaj’s successful pushing
and the extraordinary play of the rest enabled us to have a very successful
season,
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Out of eleven League matches we came out successful in all except the

one against the Engineers, who knocked off the Championship shield. We

stand second only to the first.

Now last year itself it was thought of arranging an inter-hall volley ball
tournament. But owing to some unforeseen circumstances it was not held.
At least this year, we hope our President, Mr. Thangaraj, and Mr. C. A.
Abraham, to whom we offer our hearty thanks for their kind co-operation
will pay some attention to it. !

R. M. AspurL KHADER,
Amphibian Rugby Football Club Captain.

We are proud to report that more than twenty-five new member
" ) s h
joined the club this year. We have not been able to play any matches ;:E
Rugger bgmg one of those‘ games which require a certain amount of slime
and turf if major casualties are to be avoided, we are unfortunately too
dependent on the monsoons. But in spite of the failure of the rains this
season, we have been able to get up a few games.

K. Vanvats,

President,

SOCIETIES

Union Society '
The Society’s work for the second term of the year began on October 2,

with the celebration of the birthday of Mahatma ‘Gandhi. Mr. C. Raja-
gopalachari was the speaker. Dr. M. Adiseshiah presided. The occasion was
of particular significance, because the membets of the society hailed Gandhiji,
though a prisoner of the day, 88 the.accredlted leader of the people of India.
Rajaji, in his speech, paid great _tnbutes to Gandhiji and ended with a note
that Government ghould release him soon. T earnestly hqpe that the Union
Society will continue to celebrate this great leader’s birthday for years to

come, ) _
I am glad to announce that a portrait of Gandhiji was presented by the

Union Society to the Rural Service League. '
On the 26th October, there was & debate when Mr. Balachowdiah moved
tion that ‘a settlement of the communal problem is an essential

the proposi ur .
cond%tign of further political progress in India’. Mr. Ramanunni Menon

was the leader of the opposition. Mr. Ramakrishna Pai spoke for, and
Mr. Diraviam against, the proposition. In t}:e end, the proposition was
defeated. The student-chairman premded. Dr. K, B. Krishna was the observer.

" On the 5th November, Mr. S. M. Fossil spoke on ¢ World Order’. The
student-chairman presided. In the course of his speech, Mr. Fossil said
that in the new world order to come there would be no place for imperialism
and totalitarinnism. Domination and exploitation should be put an end to.
He was of the opinion that a better world should come out of a better man,
which needed a revision of the system of education. Concluding, he said that
the old had the understanding and the young the chance, both of whom
should, together, work out & new world order where every individual and every

nation would be free.
C. B. Mora1va,

Secretary.
Chyistian Union .

The sactivities of the Union came to a standstill towards the end of last
term, owing to0 the political unrest. Several students approached the office-
bearers of the Union asking for guidance, as they confronted the presente
political situation in the country. Though it was felt that members should
be vitally interested in the struggle of our motherland, we were not able to
give them a definite reply, for the fellowship of the Union was in danger of
breaking up. At ope of the committee meetings 1t was decided that every
individual i8 completely free to identify himself with any school of thought

s to him. ' ) C
that ggge:étivities for the term commenced with & devotional service which
was held on Sunday, the 18th Qctobere in the Selaiyur Hall Theatre with
Dr. M7S. Adiseshiah in the chair. Miss George, of the Women’s Christian
College, spoke on the power and meaning of prayer. In connection with the
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N. M. 8. week of prayer, a meeting was held on the 10 .

Bishop Heber Hall chapel. A short and inspiring addresst l:vagc:i)?:; ll)t;r 1'\;1?:
Titus Verghese. An Evacuee Relief meeting was held on Friday, the 6th
November, in 8t. Thomas’s Hall. Rev. W.C. Maggs, of Christ Church, Madras
presided over the meeting. Mr. Williams, officer in charge of the re’f oes i1,
South India, spoke on that occasion. ugees in

The annual Provincial Camp was held at Chj
the 25th October. More than 1pOO students att:xiggtlle%gz fzzr; th?tglznndoz
college.  This significant achievement was the outcome of ea.rn’egt and inces-
sant prayer. Some of the members of the committee, who went about askin
students to come to the camp, were rather pessimistic about getting a threeg
figure number. But when they found that their endea.vourég werég crown c-l
with success, they could not but realise that prayer is the most effective ;
in the hands of man in finding an answer to all hig problems Anv«:eﬁp;;n
meeting ' was arranged soon after the camp, and a few stude.nts 8 okecog
their impressions of the camp. One student gave out his impressiolt)x of the
camp in the following terms. ‘It gave me the challenge to evade nothi
and 1t prov1deddme the ground for faith.’ Hing

It is very discouraging to note that students are i
of the study circles. Study circles are the most impo?::nTz];glghzh?nE::t on.
structive work of our movement. Some of the problems of Christian life wl(;(i):ﬂ
we very often neglect, can be effectively discussed in these stud ,circl 8
Though we expected to start our membership campaign last term {Ne co eld
not carry it out owing to the strike situation. ) pr

h . ’ We hav,
. membership campuign this term and we earne © already started the

stly h
will enroll themselves as members. y hope that many students

C. J. JosHua,

Secretary.
Andhra Bhashabhi Ranjant Sanghamu

The activities of our Sangham were resumed e iasti ;
and a debate was held under the presidency of Mr. Bgt'zl;zi:smcagyttts o
The subject for discussion was * Is India one nation 9’ on Dotober 5th.

On 16th October a lecture was delivered b
M.A., M.L., of the Andhra Patrika. Mr, Narasinga Rao presided

The members of our association were addressed on Octc;ber 21at b
Sri M. Visweswara Rao, of the Shantiniketan on ¢ Idealism in Telugu jt Y
The meeting was presided over by E. 8. Reddy g1 poetry .

There was & general body meeting on October 27 .
were passed. h and some resolutions

Next term we propose to stage & Telugu drama. I, ;
is ptOposeg go c;‘ll;abrfate the Ailndhr; Cultural week in th;k:hi?;twmr ;;
January 1943. e following have been elected to the Reception .
formed for the purpose; . ption Committee

Sri V. V. 8, Sarma Member of the Ezeouts ,

., E. 8. Reddy Publicity Offcer. ¢ Committee.

,» C. G. Ramasubbu Member of the Literary Sub-C :
" ,, M. R. Reddy v Member of the Subsoription SM%Z‘:,‘::;}“.

y Sri Challg Jagannatham,
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All the members are requested to co-operate in making the week a

» BUCCEss.

The Telugu Magazine will be published only next term. We propose
to have one more debate and & lecture before the end of this term.

V. V. SUBRAMANYA SARMA,

Secretary.
Karnataka Bhashabhivardhini Samgham
Owing to the political disturbances last term, the Sangha could not

" undertake any activities against the inclination of its members. The

inaugural meeting of the Sangha. came off, rather late, towards the end
of this term.

The outstanding feature of this term’s work was the electing a- lady
as president. This unique distinction is an example set by our Sangha to be
followed or imitated by others as best they can. ‘

Sri Vidwan B. Seetharamachar of the Presidency College spoke on the
oceasion of our inaugural meeting, and Miss M. Ushabai presided. The day
was a brilliant success. Sri Seetharamachar’s subtle humour provoked peals of
laughter from various parts of our pretty large audience. He stressed the
point that our attainments in education are useless without the acquisition
of that power of expression which enables us to convey our ideas in their
true perspective. . . ) :

This report, I believe, will be incomplete if I do not mention that our
Kannada Bhaginis or (Kannadities as we call them) have not lagged behind

but have always stood beside us and co-operated with us fully in the service .

of our Matru Bhasha, the revered Kannada language.

M. SEsHAGIRI SETTY,
Secretary.
Malayalee Association

 The Onam Day (August 24th) was not celebrated this year, as the
students were not in & position to enjoy it, because of the situation in the

country. The Committee decided to have a ‘ Social * early next term.
A meeting was held on Friday 30th October in Selaiyur Hall when
Mr. K. C. Chacko (iv class) spoke on ‘Poets and Love Poems’.

. George presided. .
Mr‘ V;e vgvillpbe having another meeting before the end of the term.

[ J
K. E. MaMuEN,
| Secretary.
Sanskrit Association piéand

5th October. Mr. Venkatakrishna Rao presided.
We propose to hold one more meeting this term.

) L b\qg}:ﬁo&nﬁ&:

%7

The inaugural address was delivered by Captain Srinivasa Mawthy, on
e

<

"~
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Mathematics Association

The inaugural address of the .Assqcia.ti_on
A. Narasinga Rao of the Annamalai University.
was ¢ Mathematics a.nq Modern Warfare’, Unfortuna.tely we could not hold
any more meetings during the first term. Nor could we make observations
of the sky on those cloudy nights.
At the beginning of this term we had
Chandrasekharan of the Ma:dra@ University.
Mathematics’. Next we are going to have the
mathematician speaking on ¢ The Fairy Land o

We have made some valuable astronom
the expert guidance of Dr. Kibble, Above a
circulistances permit, the Silver Jubilee of

was delivered by Professor -
The subject of the address

an interesting lecture by Mr. K.
He spoke on ¢ Intuitionistic

privilege of listening to & lady

f Mathematics’,

ical observations this term under

1l we hope to celebrate, as far as

our Association, thig year.

C. P. Kumiakosg,
Secretary.
Physical Science Society

We express our sincere thanks to the

) e following persons who have
addressed the Society so far, on subjects agains

t their names.

Dr. K. 8. Krishnan, r.R.8. (Professor of
Physics, Allahabad University)

.-« Alloys.
Dr, S. Ramachandra Rao (Professor of !
Physics, Annamalai University) Atmosphere.
Mr. S. Bondade (Additional Profe

ssor of
Physics, Presidency College)

The Raman Theory of

Specific Heats,
Mr. C. N. Mohanarangam (Post-Graduate

Student, Madras Christian College) <. The Magic Particles,
Mr. C. Balakrishnan (Student, Presidency

College) Heisenberg’s Principle
of Indeterminacy.

U. N. RaMAcHANDRA Rao,
Secretary.

Philosophy Homours Association

The general body of the Association met in Bishop Heber Hall on the
30th July 1942. Sri Parthasarathi was re-el i

. ! ected chairman of the Associa-
tion. Sri Freddie Manikkam, Srimathi Ratn

‘ & Bai and 8ri Jacob Kumaresan
were elected to represent the 3rd, 4th and 5th Honours Classes respectively,

Owing to the great unrest in the College, resulting_from the arrests of our
national leaders, there was no prospect of convening meetings during the
first term. However, in spite of the fact that there was po improvement in
the political situation in the second term, we mana,

) , ged to conduct a meeting
successfully, at which Srimathi Parvathi Kumaramangalam spoke on ‘the
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ion ’ i Dravyam, who presid-
iti i hy of the French Revolutlpn . Sri
Folitical ’ft?;;gs:pbr}i'ef but clear and appropriate supplement to tt.he spizcl;;e})dy
-ed, cC.I;m;:loncluding remarks. The theatre in which the meeting w ,
way o
was packed to the full. AamAN Josuem,

Secretary.

Dramatio 0w 1 i k place on November 21st
1 tertainment which took pla ,
: "ftgg 31‘::‘1: t;)cla.)l'zn;afmes Bridie’s ‘¢ Tobias and the Angel’, preceded by‘
nsi »
gz,ki’s ¢ The Death Trap’.

. i bt not cleared for
ionality of the khaki-clad figures, a dou 8
doubt as to tl:;ai lﬂgat:;n:hleyﬁtory given beforehand. Howover, the}a) a.ctﬁon Sooi?l
o : Y :iﬁa c[))?ot abundantly clear. The audience _:vertle_ thnuidtheye;de m’."[‘phe
madae : i hing its climax a .
nts, excitement reaching

ifq.uzgcvev;f i?ﬁ:z;z;ve The doctor looked the part. dThere were some good

nnh in the acting of the three Officers of the Guards. 4 cast doserve the
toue ‘e'f‘obia,s’ was & good play ; wise, humorous; Pmd;"ﬁ’r an c?lma.ke up and

. ; ing it over in all its wisdom an umour ; make-
highest pra/se f:dgi?ll;ss;st. Tobit from the make-up point of v1zw wzs )
costume "oﬂsff art,—as aleo, in quite different style, was the demton s;;n;ea%rE
1:: 1r:g¥§spthe cost’uming, its accuracy did m:]mtg1 to c;esiagect)ligut: I;ﬁ?:& ; oo,

. ts were good, an e who .
Fhe play; theec()lg}l;c?n:::svsas seexgl in the arrangement of the ‘sba.gia, tﬁhli
ing to the zzt.l Scene I, of bench and stove and seven-branched ca.nd efs zge
settmg 'lllglin n ’i ts simplicity. The grouping of actors at the very :t? Owith
Dlay W 8 getfective indeed. Lighting deserves its wowrd, toge fel' e
'pl&'):i Wt&l music, both important elements in the presentgmntbo &t.g ly ;
incidental scene, after the demon-haunted night, was especially beauti uh. '
i i o R ol R s '
ight, at least. Raguel bot.' ooked his par ,
parts. S:"‘dliﬁ%]fcii;;g, Asmoday performed his antics cleverly. The 3_111;:
with som ctors were Tobit and Anna; both showed sensitive understanding
s?&dlp ¢ :rts The character of Tobit is perhaps the finest thing in this pla.}('i,
" ﬁr pFrit.schi is to be congratulated on his presentation of the wise an
and r.ld Jewish saint. The detailed finish of his acting was seen in the
%::: l:h(;.t his eyes were actually closed until the moment when Tobit is deli-
i 88, .

vered'l‘fllnlg!gu}:ilil:::eecertainly owe thanks to the actors in both plays, and to the
various workers behind the scenes, for an evening’s entertainment of a very
high quality.

E. K. Macnicorn,
The Dramatic Society wishes to express its thanks to all the actors,

Entertainment
i thers who helped to produce the Annual inme;
::ieti?)-:? l:tesﬁ;lr:adhoitcg. Special I1):1313.1:1118 are due to Mrs. Bingle, who in spite
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of the scarcity of cloth in the market, provided such excellent cost

Mr. K. M. George for his valuable advice and technical hints in tge ggee:i;iggo
of ¢ The Death Trap’, to the Chemistry Department for the manufacture of
Asmodeus’ fishy fumes, Mr. Raja Ramana for the musical effects. to Mr
Freddie Manikkam for the make-up, U/O Poulose and his U.T.C. volunteers

e ke of logegac > 10 the Hall and Mr. U B. Krishnan for publicity and

scheglfhi: noteworthy that the final curtain fell precisely at 8.32 correct to
K. Varuvais,

Fine Arts Society Seoretaryc . ‘

Although the Society functioned more or lesg .
hae been very little activity this year. As such i‘lllz(i'zssifsulxgtllf‘i? y::r;et he;te
but we appeal to the members to take some more interest in the gociet pc»[o;
the sake of Art, if not for their own. It ig very strange that we are not):i in
anything substantial to enbance the reputation of the College in this dp :
tion, although diverse talents are available. Nevertheless the Societ vl'rec-
with satisfaction the services rendered by Sri Freddie Manickam );ndlegvlg
K. M. Mammen Mappillay. The former is a professional make-up artist who
has joined the Philosophy Department ; the latte L wrid

i i . r 18 & buddin ;
one of h_ls productions appears in this issue of the magazine. § cartoonist, and

ABrAHAM Joskrm,
History Association ' Seorstary.
The inaugural address of the Association i
0 was delive
of the If.u()iyola. Col!ege whp, in the. course of the lecture, traced the develop-
ment of democratic practice and ideas in India. Dr. Adiseshigh introduced
the l?lﬁ:f]urer to the gathering, 'and Prof. Bingle presided on the occasion.
Wil eC Sﬁcond éneetmg was held in October when Prof, Ramamurthy of
W ;dzor:‘ fz;g& lombfa,y, Spoke on ‘the Mission of the Historian'. He
i) piea for idealism in the historical outlook. Prof. Bingle

On 12th November Mr. Jilani _
‘Pakistan'. An intorest lani of the Final Hon

Sreenivasan, Srinivasa

red by Dr. Appadorai

: . | 8. Class read a paper on
ing discussion followed in which Messrs. B. A.

presided. varadan and others participated. Mr. Titus Verghgu
R. J. Basy,
: . Seoretary,
* Eoonomics Association

We began our work this year with
Krishns, M.4., PH.D, (H.&rva,r%), 8 course of five lectures by Dr. K. B.

on ‘ Planning and India '. .
was on the ¢ Philosophy of Marxism'. gand India » The firat lacture

In the second lecture Dr. Krishna
gave & very learned but lucid account of th. :

e ¢ Economic Organigation of the

- English Honowrs * Association
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U.S.8.R.” The next two lectures were on the ¢ General theory of Planning
and ¢ Planning in the U.8.8.R.” In the last lecture, ‘A Planned Economy
* for India ’, Dr. Krishna recounted the various difficulties facing ‘a colonial
vassal state’' like India, and concluded that only the extermination of the’
present [mperialist state could initiate or facilitate a programme of successful
planning. All the five lectures were widely appreciated.
Nor were our members idle. Early this term, Sri N. R. Srinivasan
(IV Hons. Economics) read an instructive paper on ‘ Problems of Price control
\ad Rationing.’ Sri Srinivasan discussed the problems of war-time economic
rganization and suggested practical ways of meeting these vexing questions.
ater on, Sri Mathew Tharakan (member of our teaching staff) read a paper
n the classical ¢ Doctrine of Consumer’s Surplus’. The essay was a learned

Jexposition of the Marshallian concept, and the discussion which followed was

interesting and illuminating. _
We have got an ambitious plan for the rest of the term. Dr. P. 8.

Lokanathan, M.A., D.Sc., has kindly consented to deliver a lecture on ‘The

Economic Future of India’ (27th November). We have also arranged a

series of papers by students,

Sri G. Ravindra Varma ... ‘The Concept of Material Welfare ’,
,, K. N.Raj «.. “Monopoly—Theory and Institutions’.
,, G. Jagatpati .. ‘The Theory of Employment and its

Application to India .
We also hope to continue our activities with unabated vigour during the

coming term.

G. RAVINDRA VARMA,
Secretary.

-

The following office-bearers were elected for the year.:
Rev. J. R.-Macphail (President).
Mr. R. S. Amirtharaj, V Hons. (Student President),
Mr. N. Kalyanasundaram, IV Hons. (Secretary).

Class Representatives

Mr. R. Srinivasan, V Hons.

Mr. K. Jagadisan, IV Hons.

Mr. Mohamed Yusuf, III Hons.

Miss Elizabeth John (Lady Representative).

The first meeting of the year was held on the 15th October when

Mr. P. Mahadevan, M.A., of Pachayappa’s College, spoke on ¢ Is Literature
enough ?’ It was a most stimulating talk, lasting an hour, and the speaker
emphasised the importance of a comparative study of Sanskrit and English
literature. A lively discussion followed. Mr. Macphail presided.

The second meeting was held early in November. Mr. R. Srinivasan,

V Hons,, read & paper on ‘ Essays and Essayists . It was interesting from

the very beginning and full of useful information on the subject. Mr. V. K.
Kurien, V Hons., presided on the occasion. :

* 4
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We were not able t6 have more meetings, but we expect to have some
really interesting talks next term, whe

n I hope all the members of this,
association, at least, will attend.

N. KALYANASUNDARAM,
. Secretary.
Radio Club ‘

The Club resumed its activities quite enthusiastically this term. Owing
to the disturbances caused by the students last term and owing to the
political agitation, even though we scientists don't care about politics Vouy)
much, it was not possible for the club to function in the

first term.
The inaugural address of this Club was delivered by Dr. A, V. Mose
M.A., PH.D., our beloved ex-president, on the 12th November. He spoke-
about the present important ‘ Universal Valves ' which will certainly
be of immense use to us at least after the war. -

Mr. Platten presided
over the function. There will be at least another meeting for this term
when Mr. D. Krishnaswamy will speak.

T. B. JaMBULINGAM,
Secretary.
Karnatic Music Society
The membership this year is ver
having joined us. We started our actiy

Bhushanam 8. V. Pa.rtha,sa,ra,thy, accompanied by Semangudi Kalyana-

sundaram on the violin, and by Kalpathi Ramanathan on the mridangam.
The performance, as expected

'y encouraging, nearly 300 members
16les with a performance by Sangeetha

concert. The ‘ proms’ sale for the Partha,

. sarathy performance Was* very
encouraging. The Bursar granted us permission to hold one paid performance
this year. But due to the many entertainments the students have been
having this term, we have decided to utj

atilise his offer in the shird term.
Our second performance wag & veena recital by Sjt. Yegna.na,ra.y&na,n, one of
our studepts. He has a style of playing which ig

] a e Engineering College, the Queen
Mary’s College and the Christian College competed, 'ighe judsge's bracketed
llege for the first place. The Queen

o Queen Mary's College and
- Srinivasan of our college.

E. A. SREENIVASAN,
Secretary.
Rural Service League : .
The term under notice has been & particularly active one for the League.
The reopening of college after Michaelmas found us all with a renewed
consclousuess of suffering, so that it was not long before we responded to the
urgent call of the tamine-stricken villages around us.
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i i ‘ i g.
1

instituted to finance our relief
. ing from midday food that day. A fund was institute

tributions by the staff and
bsequent response by way of con D :
megsuzes;mTll;]ejigtiﬁee% the promise held out by the afternoon’s g?thgnng:ns
st erxlljkfe imgnedi&te needs were to make available :o the vﬂla.gezd (1)1(; ll-)g;:]an.:3 -
i tes, provide employment, encourage &
et ‘compa'mglr‘;eli);o(&}}e:gdrxl-sta.gt night-schools with Rama-deepas or M_a.ga,n;
: pg;: " I: grain-depot was opened on the 19th October, selling rice a

¢. \measures a rupee, which is slightly lower than the market rate. It has

illages ; and it is & pity we are able fo sell only
%,0- ;ed . tg Zﬁglbeggfrt Ez(:ng}ill?e:, to %vhom we have issued ration-cards. Ba.tghes.
t ot ex; ea.c}:,h coming one day a week, conduct the sa,leg every evening ;
of stx;lden E1;1’ole depot is in charge of a member of staff. A httle_ loss has to
%:dilfch':;d but it is hoped that the major part of the Rural Relief Fund can
olli i future emergency.
be usec}) . nﬁ:ameg gzgltﬂgnfc(l)lryhﬁ;mitbed E;;she )c’:le&ring of twenty acres of the
t tTnZa;Otheg Irimbuliyur lake to grow more food, and the task hps been
ot et d to the League. Work began on the 12th October and it was a
e eof very remunerative employment to many v1lla.gers for some days.
sourcethm teny acres have been cleared and it may be posmblq to raise & crop
Moxl.;eterm on at least & part of the plot. This scheme of cultivation promises
;1(? X‘Be very beneficial to the villages and the College Administration deserves
its sanction. .
gmte\fful thla?lr)lllésgizflening at the Rural Centre was sta.rted_ early in October by
volunteeégrs under the leadership of & met_nber of staff. Till now the yvorl.I }ﬁas
been done mostly by one batch of enthusiasts who turn up every evening ; but
there is much scope for expa,nsion.lf more vol‘\mteers are for_thcommg.

Owing to the famine conditions, our hterg,c.y campsaign hasg n.ot made
much headway. Relief measures have been receiving greater attentlon,. a.n.d
reconstruction work received & temporary set-ba,.clg.. This can be remedied if
there are more volunteers for the various activities. We would earnestly
appeal to members who have not volunteered so far to do so now that they
are most needed, and to the present volunteers to try and be more regular.

The Variety Entertainment, which was postponed last term, was held on
the 17th of October and proved a great sucoess. There was what might well

be a * record ’ crowd in the Anderson_ Hall, a.pd the net receipts came po about
Rs. 700. This sum is to be utilised entirely for capital expenditure on
ildi implements, etc,
bulldX:g&; IZIIEIII:u'a.l@Centre, hand-pounding of paddy is going on, even though
high prices and uncertain conditions have made it impossible to meet the
whole demand from the Halls as we used to do till September.. The Collector
and the Tahsildar visited the Centre on the 11th October to Inspect the well
which we have partly dug. A sum of Rs. 250 has since been sanctioned for
it, and we are trying te finish the work as soon as possible, Splnnlng,clqgm

continue with tWenty boys attending, besides some College students ko are
making use of the opportunity to learn to g

pin in the mornings or gvenings,
Paper-making was started on the 26th October by the expert from one of our
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villages, who is assisted by one or two boys. Soon he will be making some
hundred sheets a day, when we hope to find s ready market in the colleges
The poultry-farm now has six leghorn hens and a cockere} with another bird
of a local breed which has recently hatched five eggs of the leghorns, We
encourage pouliry-keeping in the villages by supplying leghorn eggs in
exchange for ordinary ones.

The constituent Unions have been

continuing regular village visits '&ud/ix;.g
allied activities. St Thomas’s Hall ha

bl has now & box of medicines for one moy the
cheri, Tambaram. Selaiyur has its school

_ hool-shed re-erected, where it is hops veng:
to conduct literacy work and socisl activitie

§ 88 successfully as in past ye,
The Hogg Villa and Lecturers’ Colony Union has also suceseded in re-erec
the shed in Mappedu in spite of much difficulty. This cheri very b
needs a well, since the present source of water
the cause of various disesses. We have moved the Government jn the matter
and hope to get the sanction. In Tiruvanjeri the well has been completed.
We are trying to get for this cheri permission to cultivate fifty acres of
adjoining poramboke land which belongs to & Devasthanam in Kanchy.
Heber Hall also continues to msintain contact with distant Kagdapperi,

The Government has ssnctioned the alienation of ten weres of land to
the League, and it only remains for us to choose & gite sufficiently away
from the aircraft landing ground. .

It will be noticed that ounr work has.now expanded & good dea) 89 that
the problem of finance is growing in prominence. It will not therefore be
out of place to say one or two things regarding the fuancial position, The
Rural Relief Fund is entirely due fo the pecuiig,r conditions this year, and
will be maintained as an emergency reserve. Receipts from the Entertainment
will not be touched except for capital ®Xpenditure, concrete forms of which
are already to be seen at the Rural Centre. Recurring eXpenses have to be
met solely out of the monthly Subﬁ“»np’ﬁon’% whick have of late tended to be
forgotten or neglected. This latter fact 18 now the veal problem ang we
appeal for the co-operation of all in solving it, Ay Our accounts are to he
audited ot the Bursar’s Office, and the balance sheetg published shnually ip

ages.

th%BVE:'egas}w.ll close with a word of thanks to the College Administration {y
its help and co-operation at various stages, to donors jo the Reliet Fung, g
subscribers and volunteers and to all those who ren,

! udered such valusble serviee
in connection with the Entertainment and the rej;

of mensyres,
SESHADRI

G. Ravinogy Varua | Union
M. Narasiupy Rao Secretarics.
. Gorar, B4,

DL
745 2:Mme NG o,

J. A. GNanox } Joint '
P. NARAYANAN Secreturies.

Nb2-22. 2

(Moge,
‘ - spokt
-supply is very unhealthy and'«ly

T
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