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THE DAWN

':P|ea‘se do not take a small vision of your duti'es. Do
. f\?t ‘thinvk ~only of your immediate dutie§ towards the
localities in which you live and towards the people near-
o est to you. Do not think merely of all thfs, but think of
. tbe ‘woridA as a whole. The world’s need is so g;e'at.
- and the whole world must enter intb a renewal of Brother-
i : hood lf a New Order is to be established. Think of your
. feSponsabnhty. of your equipmerit wherewith to discharge .
':t.hls respon;nb:hty. Go forward with courage, with con-
“j"‘\‘ﬂct_ioq”,. with certainty of Victory always. So do we
- ‘must ‘we, move onward, and the darkness must give,v

.Wﬂy bafore the Dawn of which we are the heralds. -

—-GEORGE S. ARUNDALE
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e a New Era, a New Earth. A new civilization
has brought upon the
the creation of new

Out of this Hell of War will aris
will dawn from the very horror that the older civilization
world. Science shall no more prostitute its genius to

f men, but shall turn it to its rightful purpose—the
trade shall give way

Nobleman,

tortures in the slaying o
increase of happiness, leisure and wealth. Competition in

Mutual respect shall replace pride and jealousy.

to co-operation.
bound in the blood-brotherhood,

gentleman, tradesman, artisan, peasant, are
fighting side by side, and <hall remain brothers when peace shall dawn.

—ANNIE BESANT

The Crow's Nest

ANOTHER year has begun and [ need not say that my hearty wish 15 that

this year should be the beginning of a new a
for all who are suffering in the war but even for those living in apparently
If we can learn 10 bring happiness to our immediate

surroundings, our poor people, our children, the animals, then we can easily

bring happiness to the rest of the world. | feel that it is merely a phrase
hat when this war ends peace will come. No peace
war without a knowledge of our

nd happier world not only

peaceful countries.

when people say t
o oven after the end of the

can com
r;elvc:; to see wherc we can improve

Dharma and an honest study of ou
and where we can make our world happy
1



THE YOUNG . ,
CITIZEN

Even now in small things we are contradicting ourselves. There

s in India today a great fear of air raids from Japan. There are many
in Madrgs who are evacuating their families. While this may be a good
thing, there are many ways in which selfishness is expressed. For ex-
ample, well-to-do families alone are able to go away. When they leave
they dismiss their servants. Already India is full of starvation : and what
happens to these servants who are dismissed ? We add to their
poverty and thus we encourage to a greater extent looting and other
mischievous acts. | cannot, personally, blame the poor; for we do
not know what we ourselves might do under the same circumstances. If
we are really sympathetic we should pay them even when we leave. It
is ridiculous to say we cannot afford it. Usually a person who can afford
servants can afford to pay more, because we spend so much on our
pleasures. Even war does not prevent us from going to cinemas or
pastimes but we do not think of helping the poor. What amounts have
We spent on air raid shelters? Have we tried to think how we should
help the poor? Are young people being trained to look after the
V/w’"@;)ima!s, at legst our pet animals ? These are only small things.

But surely
4‘0- ‘t'héy'c"é‘htri&hg wards the bigger things of life.
% |

g

We do nbf now how our different activities will fare with the
uncertain cong/@p that exist. It may be that we should have to close

r the time being. But | hope and believe that it
Kalakshetra has been making very good pro-

e last tour. We have made many new friends, and |.am
convinced of the contribution that we can

People sometimes say that m

dance. To me the dance is a

it is not any one field of art w

can bring is Culture.
Yod,

make to cultural progress.
y work has been merely a revival of the
yoga and it is a spiritual expression. But
hich is essential for India. What the Arts
Even this unkindness and unhappiness that |

i
) a
\d 1

e D) }
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' i about can be completely removed if‘ India his thi
e W”t'ngf hivalry, of culture, of refinement, whlch.are all par
nohes i lc;'f j IAnd Imy mission in Kalakshetra is to revive not only
ol: onetspil;::aals:)et.he spiritual attitude to life, through the arts that we
the arts

present and will continue to present.

2
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| there are children in the world there i.s a futu‘re. As
N a's future we must work for reconstruction, while there
o o ha ur: working for immediate necessities. It is of the
moy e 'many . coe ato realize that the revolution that has come in
greae” lmportla; volutionize also our minds and our hearts towards a
the wo‘dd Shou' ar:d my prayer is that Indians will see clearly the. great
new'ad]u:t;::ri: :':md impersonally work for her, which means working for

mission ©

Id. This is my ardent hope, and | could not wish a better New
the world.

. i diraction.
Year for us than one which helps us in this directi

Ao Dawre .

DO YOU HELP THE ANIMALS?

Rukmini Devi

. . “So
young people to be active in humanitarian work.
you

i k. | should like
urges 2 ' in this most important wor

few people tl?w’:ﬁa'ni;er;sffic'z all the animals are treated well. It
to see an

illage work. That
i 1 1 d smart to do )n! 9

. co;quratr,nv:gt:::hlogzei a\;ould so much like to see all young
is indeed | .

citizens working to help the animals.



CREATE THE NEW WORLD

An interesting symposium of Indian Young Theosophists under the

presidentship of our Editor on t
was held in the Meadquarte
Sunday, December 28, 1941,

he subject : ** Youth Creates the New World"",
rs Hall of The Theosophical Society, Adyar, on
The following are some of the speeches.

RUKMINI DEVI

'I_HIS particular war is really destroy-

ing our young men, and very few
of them will be left to byild or create a
new world. After the
destruction, only wo-
men, old people, and
children will be left
to create the New
World, unless we pre-
pare now before the
war comes to a close.

I think both men
and women, partic-
ularly women, have
a very great respon-
sibility towards the
future of the world.
Perhaps that is why
after the destruction
of the Kali Yuga,
there will be a women's age, for there
will be only women left to manage the
world.

The creation of the new world is an
immediate problem and should not be
thought of as something to begin in the
future. The New World has begun, is
beginning while we are talking about
it, and we should consider what we
are building, what we are doing to-
day.

There is chiefly obstinacy in the way
of the solution of the political problem.
Few people are thinking of the world

or of really helping India. What are

we young people going to do ? Are we

pro-Indian in a narrow way, and so ruin-
ing the future of
India? Or have we
become  pro-British
also in a narrowly pa-
triotic way, thus ruin-
ing the future of India
and other nations ?
Young people should
think carefully of what
the middle path is and
go courageously for-
wards onit. The spirit
of courage is essential
in youth, and youth
as a whole has cour-
age. Courage must be
expressed not in ordi-
nary foolish ways but in great ideals that
are carried out in great thoughts, feel-
ings and actions.

ft is our business to do our very best
to solve our problems in India and to try
to help India as much as we possibly
can. Some say that we should not have
a narrow patriotic love for one country
more than for another.  But just as we
may prefer yellow, “or green, or blue,
we may have a feeling of sympathy to
one country and understand a particular
type which attracts us. But if you have
real patriotism, if you help a particular

JAN.
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country and serve it, you are helping
all others. Greatness expre;sed in ;me
country will meet greatngss in another.
Greatness will bring nations together,
and we have to help each country to
attain its own greatness. ‘

| feel that we, as Young Theosophists,
and as Theosophists Wthh?l; v;/‘e are
young or old in body apd spsrl{/,v a}:/e Z
very definite point of view. ~ VVe ivt
great opportunities of knowing w {f
the middle path is, and we have to be
impersonal in finding that and in tryugg
to solve definitely the problems lmmehl-
ately before us.  Only as we solve t 'i
immediate and individual problems x,
the industrial world, in th.e educatconain,
the political field, in social customs,

religion, are we beginning to build
this New World.

It is a mistaken conception that we
must wait until the war is over before
we start a New World.  While the war
is on, we must start building. Today
we must start our construction. That
is the contribution that Theosophy can
and must give. We do not want to
offer a presentation of Theosophy that
will put people off, but we can always
express real Theosophical |de‘a|s, we
can always live the Theosophical life
and therefore help to create a.New
World that will belong to the children
who will be the youth of the world of
the future. Let us help to give them
a finer world than we have had so far.

S. RADHA

(The

These are times in which grjat
changes are taking place. From aty
to day we hear qf some newreven%
something which will affect the lives o
hundreds of people. In many c‘ountnis
men and women undergo terrible ;uh
fering. They have experiences whic
are not to be known but for thesz
great times. Among these men an
women there are thousan.ds gf young
people who are also fighting aenat
suffering.  They  know thef grwar
sorrows and the exaltations of 2 ver
such as this. Surely 'all these ex;;em
ences and emotions will not lea\[/et e
unmoved and uncha}?ged rldAlwg;ﬁ
people throughout the wc;' } whether

e actually in the fignting
g;e)rlwo?,r must feel a great and urgedqf
need for change in the present condi

2

esent President of the Yasanta Young Theosophists’ Lodge, Adyar.)
pr

tions. Such a change will be impossible
until the cause of right and justice is
triumphant over that of ‘wrong and
injustice.  Therefore | feel it is the. duty
of every young person to do his ut-
most to help the Allies to win the war.
Only this will hasten the birth of a New
Order in this world.

How should this new order be, so that
wrongs such as we hear of nowadays
shall never again happen, or at least
not for a very long time to come ? It
must be a New Order based on great
eternal truths, the truths of brotherli-
ness and tolerance. It must be an
order where every nation respects every
other nation, where every rehg:qn
tolerates every other religion. In this
youth can do more than others” be-
cause young people are more open,
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more free from prejudice than older
people. Young people and children
do not naturally feel the differences

between castes and religions and na--

tions. It is only when they are educated
wrongly that they feel these differ-
ences.

When the war is over and righteous
rule is established in this world. in every
nation the State must educate the
children.  They should be taught that
brotherliness and service are the only
things which will bring happiness to all,
and they should know the true value
of each other's religion and nationality.
The State must also be in possession of
all the land so that it can be responsible
to see that not one goes without the
bare necessities of life such as food and
clothing. It must be made impossible
for any sick person to go without at-
tendance and care. It is also most
important that while educating the
young they should be taught to regard

6

all animals and plants as friends and
treat them accordingly.

We can all start laying the founda-
tion of such a World Order even now in
our daily lives. How many of us teach
our children and our brothers and
sisters the true principles of life ? How
many of us prevent a child in the street
from plucking feaves from plants or
throwing stones at dogs ? How many
of us go out of our way or take trouble
to teach others? It must be a sacred
duty to all of us, who are active and
strong—at least | hope we are active
and strong—to spread the ideals of
brotherhood.  For only through the
widespread knowledge of the spirit
of brotherhood can a real New Order
be brought into this world, Already
more and more young people are
becoming idealistic and have this spirit
in them. | am sure the war will help

a great many through the suffering it
brings.

S. VASANT NILAKANTA

(Formerly the President of the Vasanta Young Theosophists’ Lodge, Adyar.)

The defective forms of the OId
World must be destroyed—they should
be regarded as diseases—but the New
World should make use of its useful ex-
periences. The New World and its
youth must take the great cultures and
religions of the Old World, but should
entirely destroy and forget all narrow-
ness, superstition, and the spirit of
revenge. ‘“What does it matter if a
country was inimical to our great-grand-
fathers ? How does it concern us now ?
We might have belonged to the ene-
my country in our last incarnation !’

Every young Indian regards India as

a great nation, but soon he must
come to regard the Commonwealth of
Nations as one great nation. Of course
each of the nations constituting the
Commonwealth should be completely
independent.  Then youth would have
world patriotism instead of aggressive
national patriotism.

Youth must recognize the equality
of man. One must do the work
most suited to him, and his education
must train him for a suitable vocation.
This would be made possible if all
people serve only the State, and if all
people get very nearly the same wages.

The New Order”

On What Basis?

nt world chaos is driving
_I—HEhopézseto all how each nation is
dependent upon every other r.1at|.o;1,
especially economi;ally. The pr!ncnfe
adopted hitherto in human aH’alrs;:I a;l
been : ‘ Each for h|msg|f and the evA
take the hindmost.”" This has prqduceﬂ
as an inevitable result «big bgs&nes.s(
which exploits the masses, and imperial-
ism which plans to control th;ed raw
products and markets of the worla.

CAUSES OF WAR . .

These evils have the:r roots lndrace:
pride, religious exclusiveness, ant necse
pecially in the wholehearted ac.cephat ce
that the only life worth living is t E !
the material and tangible world. %ce
pride, as also class and caste pri e
engender hatred which is one ce;use of
war. An equally c'ontnbutmg e e(;ne *
to man's war spir{t and mentali ly.l
given by those religions which proc alxqm
a salvation restricted only to _those who
ts creed. Every kind of mis-
fort which glorifies one religion
at the expense of all others feleds St};z
war spirit in man, for no marcwj o\x/ehere
be told that his God is no God. here
the conception of man as an imm ta
soul is a mere fip professnon. as |m'mthe

iths today, an inevitable resu tis >
fE:lttempt to crowd into one hfet:{'ne a
fhat man conisiders hay:rp:;gels:for :Xri\sc:

urious S or exi
tef:wecemaor?:nt}he wasteful speed in living

profess i
sonary ef

By C. JINARAJADASA

of those who are well off. What we
term a higher standard of living is only
a higher scale of spending. The hap-
piness which all seek does not come
along that road.

TO END WAR

New ideas must prevail in any recon-
struction, if it is to be lasting, and if it
is to end war. Among them are thgse.:
That each race or people, even primi-
tive people, has its special valuable
contribution to civilization. - There must
be no grading of peoples into superior
or inferior. Then every religion must
admit that all other religions are brothers
in the one family of God. Also our
sense of patriotism must be so subli-
mated that, while we love our land, we
recognize that others must have the
right to love their lands as fervently
as we. .

When these ideas prevail, common-
sense will dictate that thg whole world
must thenceforth be adm!nlst‘ered asone
indivisible unitary organization. Eve’ry
factor in nationalism, rellglon, or social
conditions which stands in the way of
unification must be efiminated, peace-
ably and by persuasion_n‘ p_osscble, but
by force by a World Police if necessary,
in order that all mank'md may not suffer
because of the selfishness of a few.
All the nations of the world need now
to get together to create World Direc-
torates. We shall need to create
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World Directorates in Banking and Ex-
change, in Industry, in Production and
Distribution, in Raw Materials, in La-
bour, in Sanitation and Hygiene, in
Dissemination of Culture, and so on.
Each Directorate must take charge of
the whole world as one unit.

THE UNIT OF RECON.-
STRUCTION

All this of course means sacrifice of
some part of our hationalism, our com-
mercial expansion, our religious rigidity,
and our superiority-complex in race,
class, caste and sex.

All schemes of reconstruction will
succeed not because of better condi-
tions of labour, or an equalization of
wealth, but only because the true
leaders in every “nation, who certainly
are not the politicians, give the new
tone to life which is expressed graphi-
cally in the saying of a Chinese sage,
“If you have two loaves, sell one and
buy a fily.”  Until religious leaders can
convince the thoughtful men and wo-
men in each fand that the real wealth
of a community is not in its bank bal.

8

ances and exchange rates or in its
armaments, all dreams of reconstruc-
tion will finally fail.

Only the sense of a universal brother-
hood of all mankind, and the recogni-
tion that man is fundamentally a soul
who incarnates in a body in order to
discover the untold wealth of his own
inner nature will lead the way out of
world chaos into world order. Until the
struggle for existence is lessened for
all men, reconstruction is bound to
fail. Mere economic readjustments can
never lessen the keenness of that
struggle,

Mankind's present tragedy is that no
existing religion, each now with its ex-
clusive gospel or creed, seems capable
today of giving the world as one whole
the inspiration which mankind needs.
Therefore all men and women in every
country, who have goodwill and the
sense of spritual values, must somehow
get together, in order to create a new
kind of religion with new conceptions
about God.  Economic reconstruction

must have a spiritual and humanitarian
basis.

(From

do it if | could find another position,
He questioned his other salesman. Do
you enjoy your work ? Rather. came
the quick response, _at home | have a
little garden of my own because | like
talking to my flowers. Further question-

page 20)

ing and the florist found that the fresh
beautiful carnations had been packed
and sent by the flower-lover who liked
flowers, and the wilted unhappy flowers

had been packed ky the man who did
not like them.

Have you not noticed how some gardens
flourish and are happy and beautiful. and
others do not? Do you know the answer ?

—LAURA CHASE

Education

A New Dimension

A Iargel gpe -air @

28, was thrilled to hea :
: ive English throughou
ix;;::sgr%oygg the beautiful cadenc

Mr. Montessori.

Dr. Arundale introduced her by saying :

ith an address on e A
We are favoured wi S ot subject.
led ;&:;;lsn to hide our ignorance. But she knows

: .

Id who is really enti
r)vgcl;ks and parr_\phlets on e
what Education is.

T is always very difficult for me to
set forth my argument, because_
ent is not a simple concep

this argum a r -
tion likge a line, but is immense, lfs);oit
will, like a desert or an ocean.

for me to know just

i difficult ;
:rsvh;'?r\{ can do in order to give you

what | would, for | do not myself kr}z\g
the extent of this greatness't.1d iy
desert or ocean is not of mylntw;on, my
o e ot the educaion that
\ ,Lf E?\gsvatlzzr;‘: unknown education
{P?at is ne;/v, that is ef.ficien.t, that grl]\;e;
help and a new orientation, aa new
knowledge, permit me to say
wisdom to the world.

CHILD ' .
T’::fis education is somethmg that |;
us, not samething that wedca
by ourselves. S0 you wullunhgr-
stand that when | speak of somEt |(r;a

far from myself | cannot speacI wt )
::)ords that have the sound of mo e:r);:
nor is what | have to say an exagg

given to
construct

n-air audience under the

o thetfir::\:n\:/igre. of her lecture. We have long in

os of her melodious Htalian, translated by

By MARIA MONTESSORI

n Tree on Sunday, December
l:’?L\:taessori speaking in deliberate but

i the only individual in the
A byMany ofyus talk and write

i m sorry that | am not capable
g‘fonéiviln; you zhe right value of this
change that has come about, l.t‘hls new
and very real spark. We all have not
known that new Master who has given
us a new world and who can give a
new hope, who can open a new path.
Because you know me sufflglently wg”,
you will understand by this little begin-
ning that | will speak to you about the
Child. You understand that humamt'y
cannot be constructed by only a certain
half of human life. All the world today
is based upon the adL_Jlt demands, an.d
we have a world that is ter’rlble, that is
hard, and which people say is u_nch_ange-
able. But | ask you if anything is un-

ble.
Ch?;\?seaother part of humanfty can .hel'p
the first part, particularly if the life is
full of interest. It istrue that‘ each one
of you, and |, who am speaking at this
moment, have not always been grown-
up people. We have, each of us, been
a child. From the child has come our
personality, our humanity. In the long
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history of the child from birth to the
adult state, he has had a work to do.
The child has been the constructor of
every one of us. Before we became an
important adult, a respected person, a
person who takes his part in society,
we had been another personality, a
personality very mysterious, not con-
sidered in this world, not respected, a
person that has no importance, no
choice, but is capable of doing some-
thing we cannot do-—he is capable of
constructing animmense world in a way
we cannot imagine doing.

THE TREE WITHIN THE SEED

Our idea about the child is that he is
nothing, a little thing, an empty
thing, without importance. No empty
thing, nothing without importance can
be the constructor of a Man. He who

_can dothat is himself something great.
Imagine the beginnings of this plant
here. It was cultivated from a seed.
We do not consider a seed as without
importance, but we know that the seed
has within it the plant and that, if culti-
vated, forth from it will come a new
plant. But it has not been realized
that in every child is the seed that will
mature into the adult

We have the idea that education can
help development of the child and that
we adult people will give this help.
That is the ordinary idea of education.
This idea is not a right one, because it
concludes that the adult can help very
much with his own wisdom and can take
care of this little child. The idea of edu-
cationis to give the child and young
people all the best that we have. Yes,
certainly. But we cannot with our efforts
create a man. That is the task of the
Child himself, and it isthemost important

side of this whole educational question:
what the child himself has of his own

power and not what adult man can do
for him.

What do you mean by the idea of
incarnation ? Do you mean a soul that
has come into new life ? In what way
into new life ? In a way that is tangible
this spiritual being becomes a physical
entity with the power inherent within
itself to construct itself in a special
design of nature in a determined time
and to construct every single part of

his body. We adults can do nothing’

about it. Before the man is born, the
embryo grows and grows alone and
begins to have many many characteris-
tics of humanity. We cannot give these
to him.  Afterwards it is the same.

This is an immensely important point
to emphasize in education. It is im-
possible to understand how in one little
physical body there is the possibility of
becoming a man, intelligent, who can
speak a language, with the power of
movement, who has a will. Nature
can give to this new person his Law,
but all that is not in our hands. Not
that we cannot help, but we have had
the idea that we can do everything to

this little child instead of seeing what
he can give us.

THE LIGHT.BRINGER

It | have touched on something of
these laws that guide the child in his
growth, something .of this power that
is within the child to. construct the
man, if | make the affirmation that
generally this is not understood or
considered, it is not because | have
a special mind to see these things,
but because | have in my life had

11—_"’//

a wonderful chance to know some
children who have given me their riv-
elations, and then have discovergd that
these revelations were not specnal abnt
unique to these particular children ;l
are commen to all children. All of t{ is
| have observed more apd morj mor
forty years, and in my passion to ehiid
onstrate these things about the ch

| have followed the children and t (taz;
have given me many many ansv;\gl;sren
my problems. ! have seen that ¢! "
can do much for their communities.
the child is much knowledge. muc‘t
wisdom. 1f we do not |:>r01‘|tl;rorzr;nr1é
it is only neglect on our part to ec:f me
humble and to see the wonde(g hs
soul and learn what the child ¢
teach. ‘

It is marvellous to know in what waz
the child constructs the man, because
if we understand this kind of secret W
can help the man. .

The great problem of preparl;ngdr;\re::
for a new social life can only ‘ewithin
by cultivating the love that is wihin
the child himself, step by steP:
so often stifled.

JAN.
1942

Would you give knowledge to the
world ? Do not wait until the man is
fifteen or eighteen years and goes to
the University. Give this _preparatlc?n
from the earliest age and with the child
it will grow and grow throughout the
whole of the life. .. . Al can begin in
childhood. bec;ause thf’ child has the

ower of incarnation. . ...

greﬁwtepchild will teach you many things
you do not know. He will re.solve your
unsolvable problems practically anfj
simply. Perhaps this new humanity will
resolve the great problems of Society
which are unsolvable for us. . . . Many
of our problems will become resglved
by themselves if we can go to a higher

lane. Perhaps the service of the chﬂd
s that he pushes humanity on to this
higher plane in which many or all of .
these unsolved problems can be re-

SOl}/Eg' is the hope we have in this new

humanity that will come from anew
education, an education that is the
collaboration of man and the universe,
that is 2 help for evolution, a help for
the incarnation of man.

THE INDIAN CHILD .

Signor Montess

he came t
appreciate M¢
experiments 1N dy
thgt in point of recepf:wtyt
than his compatrio
bestow on Ehe

'Our FEront Cover Call .
This was a message g
in 1916, referring

" then working for
encouragement durin

Montessori methods.

Home Rule.

ori said he had been gi

o India that the Inclar Bcut after seeing the results of his

s force
the Adyar Sﬁ:?ziji;; \:;/;Hd was 25 per cent better

t in Europe or America.

Indian child for his

out
to glooml); may well be treasured as an

g this year.

ven to understand since
hild was slovenly and could not

d to the conclusion

He had all praise to
readiness to imbibe knowledge.

ven by Dr. Besant as birthday greetings

look facing those who were



Reconséruction
—

The Soul of India

’l_O understand India and her place

in reconstruction, it is necessary
to understand the soul of India. India
has a great contribution to make, a
true understanding and philosophy of
life, namely, that spiritual life is never
divorced from the physical.

The spirit of Indian education is to
stress the divinity in the child. Rever-
ence is given to every temperament
and type, for the child is accepted as a
representative of God. This great ideal
of reverence is a special keynote of
India. Unless there is that reverence
coming into modern life there will
never be mutual understanding between
nations, between faiths, or in any other
field. The spirit of Hinduism has al-
ways been to live in mutual respect
and understanding with other religions,
and we must revive that ancient spirit.
Beauty is the heart of all religions.
That is why there was no proselytizing
in ancient times.

THE SPIRITUAL QUALITY

In the field of culture India has a
great contribution to make. Here again
the spiritual quality is the keynote.
here is a wonderful classical art in the
West, but that art has expressed ugl-
ness and war. [t is the release of
beauty which is essential. How can
beauty come when your mind is only
full of intellect and destruction, when
even what you build is for the sake of
destroying ? So much vulgarity and ugli-

By RUKMINI DEVI

ness has come into modern art, even
in India. There exists no true balance
between mind and emotion. The arts
have to take a definite place in India,
for a life of beauty will stir the emo-
tions, will give the balance. Science is
great and wonderful, but it is making
mechanisms for war-—bombs, tanks,
submarines——and with them teaching
people how to kill. Why do not scien-
tists make that which is meant for re-
construction ?

! am convinced that woman is an
essential factor in reconstruction, though
a large proportion of women in India
are unhappy. Unless women are equal-
ly free with men, the world will never
find happiness, for the stronger will
always take advantage of the weaker.
| believe in a chivalry that really gives
@ weaker person an honoured place.
Before reconstruction can take place
the dependence of woman on man
must be removed and the ides of
motherhood glorified.  That is one of
the keynotes of India that has been ex-
pressed in her philosophy, though we
may not all be practising it as we should.

GREAT PRINCIPLES

Ahimsa has become such an impor-
tant word in the mogern political voca-
bulary. Ahimsa means the positive going
forth to help those who are suffering,
to help the animals, and to ensure that
the poverty problem shall be complete-
ly abolished. The lowest standard of
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living should be high, and the P}tghc:st
standard of living should not be UElIJ 3/“
should not be too high. The pro lteo

of poverty and sharing is really par A
the war problem, for | feel the warn i

come to destroy some of these wtroriag‘;n:
But strangely enough, while vez_:]ieI a jare
ism in India is growing less an des !

the West it is growing more an moam;l
Indians are becoming meat.-eaters,ming
meat-eating in the West is beco g
less fashionable.  In India W?bm?{/vhat
be hunting and wearing furs ; bu et
are we doing for the poor horse e
bullocks and for the dogs in the :jtr:heré
Until these problems are solved,

will-never be peace.
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The great truths which India has |
give to the world are : the principles «
chivalry, of beauty of reverence, h‘
simplicity. There is a Divinity t !

overns the world. It is that Dlvm.|
tghat matters. |t is tbat Divinity whic
is destroying and building the world, ar
we do not believe too much in the a
powerfulness of man. The linking up «
the Spirit with the vehicles, the transm
tation of the lower into the Higher a;
the bringing down of the Higher into tt
world__these are the great Ind|ar; pri
ciples. If India, the heart of the wor ](:;' w
sound this keynote the whole world w
benefit and there will be a true recol
struction that will last for all time.

A CHALLENGE

Adyar by Mr. Jamshed Nusserwaniji
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A Festival of Art

DURING the 66th International Con-
vention of The Theosophical So-
ciety held at Adyar from December 25,
1941 to January 2, 1942, Kalakshetra
organized a series of art events which
amounted to a festival of art.

In the beautiful Adyar open-air
theatre under the protection of the
familiar rain tree and a cleverly con-
structed thatched pandal Srimati Ruk-
mini Devi gave two magnificent Bharata
Natya recitals. The theatre itcelf
was a very literal Temple, for in its
heart at the foot of the tree which
spreads its leafy protection over the
audience was a Shrine to Sri Nataraja,
and before Him kneeling in reverent
homage Nandi. The first recital was
on December 27th before a crowded
house (in spite of war scare and petrol
rationing) and as Rukmini Devi has
done since she began her recitals
in 1935, she gave the entire pro-
gramme herself. This idea is much
more suited to an artist of Rukmini
Devi's calibre and status, for being a
creative dancer first and foremost, she
needs the full swing of the entire pro-
gramme to build up her atmosphere step
by carefully constructed step into a
completed and finished artistic entity.
Both performances were perfect in this
respect—the second on January 1st
1942 was a jewel in its careful and ex-
tremely balanced arrangement of items
—enabling Rukmini Devi to produce that
subtle atmosphere of highly spiritual
vitality which is such a feature of her
art. | think that these two recitals are to
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By ALEX. ELMORE

be ranged among the very finest she has
given. She s continually braving tradi.
tional prejudice with the weapon of a
deeper and truer tradition itself. Thus
she danced a Tillana in Hindola which
is in itself an extremely difficult musical
feat to accomplish, much less is it an
easy matter to dance. It was a com-
plete success in every way, in composi-
tion as well as execution and once
more Rukmini Devi has set a standard
in her art which many may try to copy,
but few, [ think, will surpass.

On December 28th Brahmasri Karai-
kudi Sambasiva lyer, South India's great-
est living veena player, gave one of his
remarkable concerts, assisted by his
young pupil, Kumari Ranganayaki, who
is a child-genius. This concert was re-
freshing in its perfection of execution
and the ease and fluidity which real
genius gives to art. It s certainly a priv-
ilege to have had this unique musician
to play during such an important event
as an International Convention of The
Theosophical Society. The whole Theo-
sophical ideal is broughtnearer to realisa-
tion when great artistic genius is there to
interpret these ideals in his own power-
ful and effective way. It always seems
to me that there can be nothing more
inspiring and nothing quite so helpful
towards realisation through a kind of
creative meditation, than listening to a
great musician or witnessing an inspired
dancer or being swept into historic
grandeur by some dramatic presenta-
tion. It becomes pure Theosophy-—- pure
religion in the sense that it brings one
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nearer to God and (without irreverence)
God nearer to oneself.

Tc|”1eeother two evenings (December
30 and 31) given by Kalakshetlrla _wer;es
filed by programmes of_ sma hltetu.
arranged by Rukmini Devi and tBe s :
dents of Kalakshetra and Thedesa:
Theosophical School. Kolattarré an:nd
by a group of the younger O)lllsexe-
girls was very attractive and wel oe
cuted to compositions of Rukmini j
Sti Rama and the Golden Deer__lzr
item which had proved very ?opu o
during the 1941 North Indian Tour of
Rukmini Devi and her students, wafs trhe
peated with much appreciation © e
audience. The longest and the moof
original of the items was the storya“
Mohini. The Devas and Asuras riery
enjoyed their parts and gave" aS ané
realistic impression of their feg m,g and
sorrows. This was a very ongmadpl e
of dramatic craft desgned an prer
duced by Rukmini Devi with yvnﬁnu
boys and two senior pupils as Sri Vis n
and Mohini. The rest of the program me
was made up of Bharata Natya |’t<ela-
given by S. Radha (the seniormost na >
e o) e Toese were vary
but gifted student. :
muchg appreciated and the evemnagn v;isj
enjoyed by everyone and ‘:va_\s N
cellent proof that the work e'mtgh one
by Rukmini Deviin Kalakshetra is the !
thing and not something spurious

ive. .
Iml;zte Flashing Comet, a short c;rr:nno:.
cle-play of the lifz of G|ordal5\o Bruno,
adapted from the writings of Dr. ant
and elaborated from other sources, vos
the other evening's entertammelrl\t. "
extract from a larger play of fL.Jl. engthe,
this short edition, though giving b
main events of a varied and fiery lite,

leaves much to the readings of the
« Chronicler’”. It works its way through
a series of eight short scenes to the
climax of Bruno’s martyrdom at the
stake in Rome. The play seems to have
been much appreciated and people
have said to me that. they liked the
staging and much admired the iplen.dnd
acting of Mr. N. Yegneswara Sastri as
Bruno. | could have wished for less
space between the scenes—but .then |
produced the play as Dramatic Art
teacher of Kalakshetra a.nd found my-
self a little embarrassed in the present
situation | Anyhow, | enjoyed .dou?g it
and had every help most bap’prlyl given
by everyone connected with it I''

No description of the art activities of
these nine or ten days can go by wx}:h-
out telling about the magnificent exhibi-
tion of pictures by the two world-.fam-
ous artists— Nicholas Roerich and his son
Svetoslav Roerich.  Professor J. H.
Cousins was instrumental in arranging
this important event and looked after
all the arrangements. Mr. Sygtpslqv
Roerich himself opened the exhibition in
his own very charming and sincere man-
ner. What can one say of the paint-
ings? As one very well-known visitor
was heard to ask——" One wants to
know where the !I’ght ‘comes from
behind the paintings. T.hns is very true
_for it is doubtful if there is anyone
alive equal to these two inspired
and spiritually significant artists in their

i riter of this article has been entirely
rosp&iigel for the excellent lighting ?nd
scenic arrangements. Especna_lly at hﬁ
Flashing Comet evening an lmgg:rat»ve tou‘ch
of realism was given in the fina _scene wnl’:
colour effects suggesting the fires at the
stake, the gradual reddening represen}:‘mgt :
ascension of Bruno in the chariot of fire an
the dawning of the New Age.—M.S.
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portrayal of pure light. The medium
used is tempera and it is astonishing the
amount of light which issues from these
paintings. Each picture hangs like a win-
dow opening on to a complete world of
its own. There is a most wonderful econ.
omy of method, a veritable passion of
restraint (in everything except colour)
and yet there is a richness of effect, a
passionate abundance of life and story
glowing from evefy canvas. It has been
an eye-opening experience for many
and a real spiritual experience for not a
few, and one feels infinitely nearer an
ideal beauty after having seen these
lovely, powerful and spiritual paintings.
€ir magic remains a mystery, and it is
splendid that it is so, but their message is
clear and simple to our modern world
of drab thought, drab emotion and drab
existence. Eachisa messenger of Peace
to this world of ours with all its radiance
and purity of good, clean colour.
Besides this exhibition, an Arts and
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Crafts exhibition including teaching ma-
terials was arranged in the premises of
The Besant Theosophical School and also
at the Youth Headquarters.

The last event of all was a very charm-
ing and informal concert by Kalidos Sri
Neelakanta lyer, the vocal music teacher
of Kalakshetra, which was held on Janu-
ary 2nd in the Dance Studio after the
General Body meeting of the members
of Kalakshetra at which Rukmini Devi
was made Life-President of Kalak-
shetra. It was much appreciated, and
many of the Northern Indian visitors
were much interested as well as fasci-
nated by hearing really good South
Indian music sung so expertly and in
such informal and happy surroundings.

Altogether a happy festival, and |
think  many Theosophists and others
realised that Art in its classical forms is
a necessity of life and an essential in the
spiritualising of the world.

A Spiritual Mystery

O at least one member of the
large and enthusiastic audience

at Srimati Rukmini Devi's recital of
of Bharata Natya on Saturday (27
December 1941) evening in the Adyar
Theatre, the performance gave the
paradoxical sense of perfection better-
ing itself. To those who have closely
followed the career of Rukmini Devi
since she took first-class rank as an
exponent of the classical dance of

By JAMES H. COUSINS

South India in 1935 it has been a mat-
ter of artistic joy to watch her growth
in the technique in her chosen art.form.
At each stage there has been the com-
plete satisfaction that a great thing
greatly and beautifully accomplished
gives. Yet at Saturday’s performance
there was a synthesis of all the ele-
ments of the Bharata Natya (gesture,
posture, mudra, movement, design) at
such a degree of finesse as to lift joy
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to ecstasy. Nothing seemed lacf:kt:gz
in efficiency, from the deftnessfo e
artist’s almost instantaneous trans ormt
tions of motion and feeling ;:iovtv;\hac;
the simple apparently negative rac et
in no detail of costume or adornlr.nht.
(not to mention stage-setting of (%vas
ing or musical accompanlment)t vas
there a hint of anything but the utm
thought, care and mastery.

THE INNER LIFE

Emphasis on these exter e
of art may perhaps suggest hoically
performance was only of the tec ically
perfect order. This w.ould b)’i: com
pletely wrong impression. fhe o
transcends her art. The pe? ecmgans
expression is with her ObV.lO.US)/}a’ eans
to an end, the end of gwmgg jiment
convincing and beautiful emt'ons ert
to the highest human conceptio o
emotions. Gestures of extraor finary
nobility and largeness pass instan i
ously into the utmost tenderne;s.senti-
the tenderness is never.of' tle ot
mental or bodily kind: it is awa});ina-
the spirit. Permutations and comt na,
tions of every possible moveme;nSized
attitude of the body are synthe 20
and elevated by an inner spmtu::l)Ved
tention, and one is deepg“r.ns o
by the vision of the possiol {tue .
attainment when al’t.IStIC.a.CtIVI xt i
comes general and ldeahstlc.h L e
point in the recital was tg it
submerged and victimized fyction
art. Her inner sense of pe;e : on.
worked out in industrious renea ;ulé
dominated the performance. Onsfc uld
feel her enjoying the e'cstasyﬂ ping
fection as she moved without aggita'
from first to last of a tworhogr rec:and
through amazing memorization anc

nal matters

through an artistic gymnastic that would
have more than satisfied the ancient

Grecian educators.

PAST-PRESENT B )

A significant effect qf Rukm}mu Dew‘s
performance last evening, as indeed (ljn
her other recitals, was the curious bleg.h -
ing of the remote and the familiar. She
brought into contemporaneous .CIrcu;n-
stances the ideas and expression o e;
time gone past, yet by the r_'nagf(cl’]c)r
high art and the deeper maé:pc of he
own spiritual perception of the co;ngc
and psychological truths cqnve)ée )t/
the Puranic stories she bridge |Pt?5
and present and lifted the persobna: lej
that she so vividly presepted edyOn
the limitations of sy!'nbohsml an (fsex
and revealed them as immortal realities.
This is the highest ach_levemen.t pf great
art. Through it, as in Rukmini Devi's
rec.itals. the past is rel?orn, and reborn
at the height of its achievement.

THE RENAISSANCE

Her art is her own. But thle trans-
cendence of the mg(ely persona %N'eij"t
a power and significance beyqn in ;.
vidual performance of an antuqlt;g :rof,
She stands not only for the restfc;ra io N
one of the greatest of the artso u}:nam K
but for the renaissance of aracet hroug
which the regeneration apd enric mTehnt
of art in the highest will comhe. E
great age of India is upon us w en;uct
artistic dedication I made mani T,ts .
Spiritual, imaginative ?nd artlstlcl;ax::ha-
tion and liberation will lead to all o eé
forms of liberation. The spun}(‘)ust ar;
alien arts that have debased the taste
of ‘the Indian people for some fylea(;.s is
being met by the renaissance of In |ads ‘
authentic arts, and in this return towaros
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the noble and ideal and beautiful in ex-
pression is a great hope of the bringing
of nobility and idealism and beauty into
the life of India.

Among the leaders of this renaissance
Srimati  Rukmini Devi has taken her
place, perhaps ultimately the highest
place, because she has lifted the art of
the dance out of the market-place and
the poor category of entertainment and
transfigured it into a spiritual mystery.
And this she has done without a sug-
gestion of propagandism of ulterior
motive. She has shown us that the
highest art is the highest also in nobility
and goodness and beauty. Bad art
distorts the fundamental rhythms of life

Adyar Art Exhibitior

Kalakshetra has done the world

into mere imitation. Great art, such
as Rukmini Devi's utilizes imitation as a
means of expressing the creative rhythm
of the cosmos. She not only ““ raises a
mortal to the skies ' but aiso ** brings
an angel down.” She raises humanity
towards its true level of divinity, and
permeates with celestial suggestion the
imagination and emotion of humanity.
One might say of her performance last
evening, as Gopala Krishna Bharati said
in the translated opening words of the
dance based on his kirtana with which
a memorable, perhaps historic, occasion
closed last night: “ So in the Golden
Hall danced the Divine One with celes-
tial exquisiteness."’

of Art a distinct service in arranging the

exhibition of paintings which was opened in the Paviova Theatre on Wednes.
day, December 24, 1941, jointly by Srimati Rukmini Devi and Mr. Svetoslay

Roerich.  Mr. Roerich had been invited to declare it o

ferred to Rukmini Devi: so, she said,

J. H. COUSINS,

ice-President of Kalakshetra, said :
“The Exhibition is of special significance
because of its international character.
By a stroke of good fortune, which we,
in Adyar, call ‘good karma,” we have
been able to lure to this place the very
significant works of art of the immortal
artist  Nicholas Roerich and his son
Svetoslav Roerich. These two great
artists came to India fifteen or more
years ago and have lived in what
Nicholas  Roerich has called ‘Masters’
land’ ever since—_near the Himalayas,
with occasional journeys abroad for
scientific, artistic, and other educational
purpose. Their work has been condi-
tioned by the marvellous environment

pen, but gallantly de-

" We will open it together.”’

of the Holy Himalayas. Professor
Roerich is not only an artist of eye
and hand but he expresses a spiritual
vision. He has taken nature and hu-
manity not merely in their material and
transitory aspect but as a symbol of the
Eternal Verities that both nature and
humanity embody and express. Though
their work began in Europe it has
developed along an Indian line, and their
paintings are also distinguished by a

working in tempera as distinguished
from oils.”

RUKMINI DEVI,

in the course of her remarks said :
* | have had a preview of the Exhibition
and | can assure you it is a marvellous
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treat and will be a surprise to many of
you. | never realized that it was fpc[J's-
sible to express Nature so wonder lur)ll
| have not myself cared particula Z
for the average painting of Nat(gtr
as it did not compare with the reatlisﬁ,
From the point of view of the ar to-,
Nature must always be a perfection 0
wards which he can only apprpxn;na -
In a recent visit to the Hima ayad
mountains | saw the glorious sunrlsebana
sunset, and | wished that | COU|d| ir-
painter to express the marvelloushcoeois -
ings. Now | am so happy that t erKala_
painter who has expres;ed it. i
kshetra is very fortunate in being at e
present these paintings to you, N0 Y
because the artists are so fampuls abUt
| feel their works are so beautiful, .
because you will have.the_opporttur;;()i/
of contacting that which is greﬁh nd
beautiful in life. |hope we s:af tzre
many further opportunities in the tu

“to go on adding to these wonderful

pictures.”

SVETOSLAV ROERICH, .
after thanking the Presder\t qu lf
Theosophical Society and Srimati (.Jd.
mini Devi for their kind hospitality, sil :
“ As regards the art of my fat eré
probably you have already 'know? ?’Ze
seen it through the painting o he
Messenger which has long been in yo r
own collection. There are 700 o; mhor
works dedicated to Art by my :t elr.
He is also well known as an arct aeoa-
ogist, a philosopher, an h:stonart\iwr
philologist, and in so very many © er
fields. His art is a synthesis, han ‘ees
pression of all of these. He synt ?Slzh'
all the ideas that come to hlm.llnf. 5
art. Even in a landscape you will fin
that synthesis. Everything he paints

goes through the special prism of his
own vision. He eliminates that which
is superflaous and blends all with that
pure vision of his own thought. He
comes as close as any one | know to
the real Confucian standard of the
“Superior Man.” He has been con-
sidered the Founder of the Russian Re-
naissance. As such his work has special
ignificance.”

S'gg'rfimati Rukmini Devi and Mr. Roe-
rich then opened the doors ar)d_ an
hour was spent in viewing the exhibits.

TOUR ROUND THE PICTURES

Of the seven paintings by Nicholas
Roerich in the exhibitizn, four‘are H|ma-
e largest and most impressive

:?yaTr;w‘e ]:SP;ga gf ShambaHa,' in which a
caravan bound for the inner hills stops for
the night, and its members, in tents and
firelight, listen to the story of Shamba.lla
from one of their members. The dep!c.
tion of firelight in the foreground, with
the hills darkly looming in the back-
ground, is a wonderful example of
lighting suggested by contrast. The
Book of Life, in which a shepherd reads
a book while his flock of deer grazes
and rests, gives a r_emarkable glimpse
of height beyond height and depth be-
low depth. His Kinchinjunga aqd Hima-
layan Lake are not only beautiful tran-
scripts of nature, but express the essen-
tial character of the scene, the calm
loftiness of the one and the equally
calm lucidity and coolness of the
OthBeeréween the work of father and son
there is a curious similarity of sericus-
ness, love of nature, angl sympathy
with humanity. Yet there is a marked
difference in their technique. While the
father fixes his eye on the scene and
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its qualities, and hardly notices the
clouds, the son, with equal love of
nature and humanity, revelsin the
depiction of clouds. Two of his five
exhibits are Himalayan, The Sacred
Word in which a venerable teacher
imparts wisdorn to a young pupil, and
The Path in which one figure points up-
wards among the hills to another figure.
Two of the pictures are of the penin-
sula. In Mother Earth a ploughman
with his bullock-team s painted with
simple reality.  Mending the Net might
have been painted cn the Adyar beach
if it had not been inspired by the beach
at Trivandrum. The suppleness of the
bodies of the fishermen is beautifully
brought out. The setting sun on the
far horizon of water seems to move.
Both artists have added subjects from
outside India.  Nicholas Roerich’s New

Earth stands out like a piece of sculp-
ture, showing two primitive craft sailing
out through drifts of broken ice across
a background of snow-clad hill in north-
ern Russia that has been named after
the painter. Terra Slavonica gives @
glimpse through the veranda of a tem-
ple across a plece of typical Russian
terrain.  Saint Sergius tells of the help-
ing of the builder-saint by a bear who
put its shoulder to a heavy log of tim-
ber that the saint alone could not
move. The son, in Christ the Unknown
expresses the ancient truth that even
the highest holiness may be passed un-
noticed by the generality of humanity
who are immersed in their own immedi-
ate interests. The visit of Mr. S. Roe-
rich to Adyar during the exhibition was
an event of much artistic importance.

~JH.C

Sensitiveness
A PROMINENT Boston (U.S.A.) flor-

ist, receives every day from his
country greenhouses whatever flowers
are in blossom. These are sold in his
shop to his customers. Orders also
come to him by telephone.
Once it happened that he received
from his green-houses, (conservatoires,
where flowers are grown under glass)

‘,'dozens of lardges, beautifully coloured
T camatlons

"y #an irate angry patro“n

His tehaphone rang and
otested that he
had sent to her carnatlons which were
old and wilted No 'dooner had he
replaced the receiver than the tele-

phone rang again, ahd bnother patron

of Flowers

thanked him most profuseiy for the
lovely carnations which had just been
sent by him to her home. Then indeed
was the florist sorely puzzled - for to
both patrons had he sent the carnations
which that same day had come from
his green-house. Why, thought he,
should these carnations arrive in one
home fresh and beautiful, and in another
wilted and unbeautiful ?  So, he began
questioning his salesmen. ‘Do you like
your work,” he askéd one of them. No.
was the answer, it's a foolish job beiter
suited to women | certainly would not

(Please turn to page &)

* Printed and pubhshed hy C. Subbarayudu, at the Vasanta Press, Adyar, ‘Madras.
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c I.et thy soul lend xts ear to every cry
. o oi pain like as the lotus bares its heart
’ o dnnk the mormng sun,——H P B




COURAGE -

Courage to stand firm in the face of opposition, of criticism,
of persecution.

Courage to be indifferent both to praise and to blame.

Courage to change when change becomes necessary.

Courage to become intent upon right doing in the midst of
distractions of the world around us.

Courage to be intensely sympathetic to the world in all its
phases, but equally courageous to stand outside the
temptations of the world and to help to lead it from
selfishness into righteousness.

Courage to remain unflinching under the blows of personal
injustice.

Courage to refrain from gossip and from listening o it.

Courage to keep the tongue clean and kind. .

- Courage to be themselves and not copies of other people.

~-GEORGE S. ARUNDALE
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| not carry them through this kali-yuga "’
'o'r .doubt, slackness and failure they must develop robust commonsense,
steadfastness and self-sacrifice also. Reverence to tbose worthy of rgvel’:ence,
gratitude to those who have helped them, unswerving loyalty to then? ighest
ideals, utter avoidance of uncharitable thought and speech, unfaltering love

to all. ~Quoted by C. W. LEADBEATER

Mere sentimentality wil

The Crow's Nest

e there has been much activity in Adyar—first the
- Arangetral ' dance recital by Srimati S. Radha;
d so many friends came to Adyar that evening

appreciative and friendly. Then there came so much
e anization of our work owing to the war scare.
- were taken away from the Besant Theosophi-
so that our classes have become meagre
here will not lastlong and like

SINCE last | wrot
preparation for the
it was a great success an

necessity for
Many young people
cal School and Kalakshetra,
But | hope this atmosp

in attendance. h quickly and leave an atmosphere of peace

' it will vanis
a hurricane it wil

and beauty.
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Then came the ‘*Week of Dedication” beginning with Maha-
Sivaratri Puja.  This Week is dedicated to meditations and pujas for
the offering of ourselves to the service of the unhappy and stricken
world and for the invoking of blessing; every temple in Adyar had
prayers---the Hindu, Muhammadan, Christian and Buddhist.

We begin our war service by training ourselves specially for this
emergency through A.R.P., First Aid, Village Relief, Animal Welfare, etc.
| have specially taken animal welfare and village help. Every one in
Adyar is already overwhelmed with work ; so other work had to be tem-
porarily suspended, at least for a few hours in the day, in order to
take training along these lines. | am hoping that just as it does not
rain when one takes the umbrella out, there also will be no air raids,
if we prepare for them.

| cannot bear the idea of so much suffering for our poor innocent
people who have done nothing—nor can they defend themselves--and
also the poor animals. They know nothing but war even in peace
time. They suffer untold horrors during peace and their suffering
continues and increases during war time. Even if human beings are
just to each other and even if there is liberty in all nations, for me
there is no freedom until their attitude to the animals changes. Millions
of animals are roughly handled, ill-treated and killed for food. It is a
strangg‘.fthir;q‘tgr me to hear of people fighting for freedom while

they'eagxhe ageny éf'-{)imals in the form of flesh.
7 & N 3
- AR

s rtant occasion is the 17th of February : to

& Nheosophical Sede' it is a great day, for it was the day on which
, o

%S?’Olco'tgﬁne Founder-President, passed away and it was also the

- of ‘Bishop C. W. Leadbeater, one of the greatest men of the

world. He worked among the few and was unknown to the world in

, F
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general ; but like Madame Blavatsky he was a great occultist and a
writer of books.

| had the good fortune to be one of his pupils and | cannot ever
imagine one more fitted to be a teacher than he. He changed his
young pupils with a magic of his own—simple magic, that of deepest
affection and friendship. His complete trust and whole-hearted devo-
tion to the young (usually from the age of 12 to 18) was marvellous to
watch. He was eternally happy and under all circumstances radiated
joy. No unkindness, rudeness, or ill-feeling towards him ever affected
him. So much of misunderstanding and distrust of him existed among
some people, and many of those whom he himself helped turned against
him. But he remained unaffected and impervious, which angered his
enemies even more. People thought he was indifferent, but | know it
was entirely because of his selflessness. In his conversations the | " was
hardly ever present, and even today nobody really knows much about
his life because he was not interested in himself. Everyone around him
knew he was great, beautiful, and the dearest friend of Dr. Besant.
Besides being one of the best-read men of the world and a great writer,
he concentrated on training the few chosen young people ; for his idea
was that if he trained the leaders, then they could do good for their
countries and the world.  Amongst the many who owe so much to him
are Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, Dr. George S. Arundale and myself : whatever
| do now, if it is effective or useful, is due to my early knowledge of
him and his teachings, and as time grows, I hope | shall justify his
friendship by being increasingly useful to my Motherland, Ind a.

Adyar, W Qw:, _

February 17, 1942.




Our Editor's Birthdaéf

OUR Editor’s birthday this year is on 1st of March. Friends all over
the world will join us in offering our love and gratitude to Rukmini Devi
on this happy day. Shall we not on this significant occasion renew our
dedication to the destruction of all that is base and ugly in the
world of today in order that the spirit of Beauty may sh>ilne more
and more in the world of tomorrow? Rukmini Devi

4 essentially is
the apostle of Beauty in the civilization of tomorrow.

| Therefore it
is that she seeks to destroy ugliness and cruelty wherever she hap

.pens to encounter them, for so long as cruelty lies enthroned as
it does today, in the hearts of men, war ana all its concomi'tant
horrors will be a recurring factor in the world : but to the extant
that we help to fight cruelty—the cruelty of men towards helpless
creatures including animals—do we strive to rebuild a world on more
secure foundations.  Such is a great war-effort that some of the Young
Citizens are pledged to pursue under the banner of our leader ; and

who can say that this does not constitute a major war-effort ?-—M.S

WILL YOU RESPOND ?

Rukmini Devi urged the Young Theosophis i
Conven.tion from all parts of India %o help TFlziE \t(EDSatheCrﬁleEa:J Ad%lﬁr .
who. wish for a closer contact with the Youth Headqyu t' e
remmded by her that though THE YOUNG CITIZEN is notqlazr ITrf:J
official organ of the World Federation of Young Theoso h('e .
all times it contains information as to what is taking place ?tfmts‘

A number of other journals have written askingpfor aerm‘ies o e
reprcdgce a‘rhcles that have appeared in THE YOUNG CIFT)IZEN S'OEn "
effort s being made to build up THE YOUNG CITIZEN as a reall orth
v;]hﬂeld]obumat thtf at the present time there i o oare
should be, both financial through subscription i
:ﬁgt;‘;&:y?ogs fr‘?m Young Theosophists. "pThenSwaen(:egziegi'gsctr}?gzlr?h
she in isted. If the young people cannot subscribe, it is the business
€ parents to subscribe for them. And whether you are parents

or not, you can subscribe ta THE YOU
N
person who cannot afford to subscribe @ CIIZEN for some yeuns

were
as an
yet at

s not the support there
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Rem1mscer}/9§@ﬁ9:u W. Leadbeater
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L o° - N
//gy/% RIS | By ADDIE M. TUTTLE

Translated Yrom Yuventud Teoscfica, Cuba, vS%mber 1941, by Mr. Alfonso
Tavera of the Spanish Department, Adyar.

IN the early days of the work of The

Theosophical Society, Bishop Lead-
beater (he was not a Bishop then) was
affectionately called CW.L. by many
of his friends and disciples. It is by
that name | chiefly knew him.

DR. BESANT

Some time before | knew CW.L.
| had the good fortune of assisting at
one of Dr. Besant's lectures. During
one of her tours of the United States
she visited a little town where | was
then living. The new philosophy which
she was presenting attracted me very
much, and her enchanting, magnetic
personality was such that | was fas-
cinated and at once became a mem-
ber of The Theosophical Society.

| am supposed to confine my rem-
iniscences to C.W.L., but Dr. Besant
is so closely linked with him that you
will pardon the digression if | relate the
extraordinary manner in which | be-
came acquainted with Dr. Besant, after-
wards the International President of The
Theosophical Society.

Six months before Dr. Besant’s visit,
the young matrons in my mountain town
wanted to organise a social club which
would hold its gatherings at the differ-
ent members’ houses. During those
afterncons one of the members was to
read aloud, while the others sewed or
embroidered. When they invited me

to become a member of the club |
asked, “ What are you goingtoread?”,
and the lady answered, At present
it is very fashionable to study Occult-
ism. Do you know any book on this
subject 27 < Oh yes,” | replied, * one
called The Occult World. by Sinnett.”
Of all the members | believe | was the
only one who had an interest in that
book. The others listened conde-
scendingly, but considered what it re-
lated highly improbable.

They asked me to name the club,
and having a very deep interest in the
Master spoken of in the book, | im-
mediately suggested His name. Weekly
there appeared in the social columns of
the newspaper of the little town the
following notice: “ The Koot Hoomi
Club will meet Thursday at Mrs. So-
and-so’s house. Refreshments will be
served.”

After Dr. Besant's lecture she an-
nounced that anyone who was inter-
ested in Theosophy could come and
visit her at her hotel next day to hear
something more about it. | could
hardly wait for that moment, because
| was thinking that if it would be possible
to learn something that would enable
me to become as beautiful and wonder-
ful as this lady, | wanted to know it. |
could not forget her serene eyes, full
of power, and at the same time of
sweet dignity. | am afraid that what
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attracted me most was Dr. Besant's
charm rather than Theosophy.

There were eighteen of us present
next day and we sat in a small circle
around her. The Countess Wacht-
meister and an English lady were
with her, but | had eyes only for Dr.
Besant. Fach minute that passed |
loved her more and more, and | was
anxious to do or say something that
would please her. So when she asked,
* Is there anyone present who knows
anything about Theosophy ? ', | thought
my time had come and | exclaimed
triumphantly, “ Oh yes, | know it all
very well. | have read The Occult
World and also | have given our club
the best name | found in the book, the

Koot Hoomi Club.” | waited for an
answer, feeling quite proud of my reply.
Later on 1 learned how sacred that

name was and how seldom pronounced
aloud by these people. Then ! re-
membered and understood why Dr.
Besant's eyes had opened so widely
as with a tranquil smile she took my
hand and asked me if I would like to
stay on’with her and have a little talk.

MR. LEADBEATER

I was living a few miles from Butte,
Montana, where C.W.L. was going to
give a series of lectures for three weeks,
after which he was to be my guest in
order to work for our small Lodge. For
several weeks people had been await-
ing the arrival of the well-known Theo-
sophical lecturer, Dr. Besant's close
{riend and a great occultist. 1 resolved
to go to Butte in order to assist during
the series of lectures, taking my
daughter Marjorie with me.

My train arrived in time for me to
attend the first lecture, but | was a

little late in arriving at the small hall
where the lecturer had just begun to
speak. After | left the house, | had to
go back for something yellow to wear
on my black dress, because | remem-
bered that Theosophists did not ap-
prove of black dresses being worn by
those who had lost some relfative, and
I was wearing black as | had recently lost
my sister.  Suddenly | had an appre-
hension that this great occultist would
dlscovgr the cause of my being in
mourning and would brand me as a
bad Theosophist. That was the reason
for the yellow adornment.

All these trivial things were forgotten
as soon as | saw CW.L. From that
tme on all things assumed 2 new
significance to me, and something in
my sleeping consciousness seemed to
awaken and my eyes were suddenly
opened. | understood all this well
only later on.

Mr. Leadbeater recognized me and
my da_ughter as having been with him
In a distant past. That night after the
lecture he looked into Marjorie’s eyes
and_sa‘i’d to us,  Later on we will meet
again.” | realize now that what he
meant in saying this was that he was
coming in his astral body to try to help
us, because that night | had rny first true
astral experience.  Even the next day
my recollections were confused by my
OWN untrue interpretations impressed
on my brain.

Thng is what happens to all who have
psychic tendencies and lack careful
training in being ‘aware of mistakes
when remembering visions.  That is
why so many psychic people without
training fail on the path, and | always
feel great sympathy and pain for them.
Al the things we perceive in this
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manner appear so real, but they may
be entirely false and confused.

That night | dreamed that a wonder-
ful person in whom | had implicit con-
fidence came to me and changed me
into a plaster statue and told me how
to enter and get out of it.  This statue
was identical with my physical body, but
when | tried to enter it myself the
plaster body gave me the sensation of
being too small and | was afraid it would
break. If | had ever before left my
physical body during sleep, | never re-
membered it when | awakened next
day. | asked CW.L. why | had the
special sensation of trying to force my
way into that small plaster body, and
he answered that while the astral body
is larger than the physical it is very
flexible and plastic, and that is why the
conscious entrance into a smaller vehfc!e
was impressed on my physical brain in
the manner described. '

We received wonderful teachings
those three weeks during the series of
lectures in Butte, and | saw Mr. Lead-
beater invested with all the dignity of a
public lecturer, as an English gentleman
full of knowledge of things of great
interest, always instructive but also very
reserved, and rather trying to ay_ond
anyone who attempted to be familiar,
especially the feminine element. When
he left Butte with its dirty streets with
house on each street corner,
d brown hills, and came to
my home in Anaconda which was like
a camping town with a few trees here
and there and some green on the hills,
| saw a different aspect of Mr. Lead-
beater. Then he became the reaI.C.W.L.

| was much concerned with not
neglecting any of my duties as hostess
to this occultist-guest whom | was

a coffee
its barren an

supposed to treat, according to the
advice of the older members of The
Theosophical Society, so differently from
other people, even in the serving of
his meals. They also added that | was

" supposed to stamp out my personality

which was very “feminine.” | took all
this advice very seriously and took every
precaution to receive him in an excep-
tional way. My husband was ardently
devoted to hunting (much to my dis-
tress, as | could not endure the killing
of animals) and | told him discreetly to
take all his guns and medals out of the
house before our guest arrived ; other-
wise they might disturb his vibrations.
When C.W.L. arrived | hardly dared
to come near to greet him.  But with
enormous surprise | looked at this
austere Mr. Leadbeater whom | had
known in Butte. Scarcely had he
come into the house before he dropped
all his reserve and exclaimed, *' This is
different ! He threw his hat on a
chair, ran to the piano without even
taking off his overcoat, and full of
happiness chanted an old church hymn.
| never after that felt any more reserve
about going near CW.L, and all the ad-
vice given to me came to be foolishness.
Very zealous travelling agents were
sent ahead to all the ladies with whom
Mr. Leadbeater was to stay, to give
them instructions specifying what should
and should not be put on the table
(without CW.L's knowledge, | suspect).
As a result of this he sometimes had
to live on milk alone, which is not such
excellent food for a busy lecturer who
has many kinds of work on his hands.
To read Mr. Leadbeater’s books and
hear his lectures has helped many
people, but those who never saw
(Please turn to page 34)



Lives of the Great

Pythagoras

The following interesting narrative was found among our old files

It was

originally used in Advance Australia. We regret we are not in possession of the

name of the author.

HEN Pythagoras was only four
or five years old, his mother
taught him to take his morning bath in
the cold stream, and dry his baby skin
by running in the wind. As he ran,
she ran with him, and together they
sang a hymn to the rising sun, that for
them represented the God Apolio.  His
mother taught him to be indifferent to
cold, heat, hunger, to exult in en-
durance, and to take a joy in the glow
of the body.

So the boy grew strong and hand-
some, and proud; and perhaps it was
n those early years, from the mother
herself, that he gathered the idea,
afterwards developed, that Apollo had
appeared to his mother, and so great
was the beauty of the god that the
wornan was actually overcome, it being
the first god at which she had ever
had a good look.

The ambition of a great mother
centres on her son. Pythagoras was
filled with the thought that he was
different, peculiar, set apart to teach
the human race. Having compassed
all there was to learn in his native
place, and, as he thought, being ill
appreciated, he started for Egypt, the
land of learning. The fallacy that
knowledge was a secret to be gained
by word of mouth and to be gotten
from books existed then as now. The
mother of Pythagoras wanted her son

to comprehend the innermost secrets
of the Egyptian mysteries. He would
then. know all. To this end she sold
her jewels, in order that her son might
have the advantages of an Egyptian
education. Women were not allowed
to know the divine secrets—_.only just
a few little ones. This woman wanted

to know, and she said her son would
learn and tell her

His admittance to the university be-
came a matter of international diplo-
macy. At last, being too hard-pressed,
the wise ones who ran the mystery
monopoly gave in, and Pythagoras was
unformed that at midnight of a certain
night, he should present himself, naked,
at the door of a certain temé)le and
he would be admitted.  On the stroke
gf the hour, at the appointed time.
fythag‘oras. the youth with the beauti-
ul hélr. was there, clothed only in his
beautiful hair. He knocked on the
great, bronze doors, but the only
answer was a faint, hollow echo.
o Th?h he got a stone and pounded,
ut still no answer. The wind sprang
up fresh and cold. The young man was
chilled to the bone, but still he pounded
and then called aloud demanding ad-
mittance. His answer now was the
growling and barking of dogs, within.
Still he pounded! After an interval a
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hoarse voice called out through a little
slide, ordering him to be gone of t_he
dogs would be turned loose upon him.

Fle demanded admittance.

« Fool, do you not know that the
law says these doors shall admit no one
except at sunrise 2

| only know that | was told to be
here at midnight and | would be ad-
mitted.”

« All that may be true, but you were
not told when you would be adr_’nitted
_wait, it is the will of the gods.’

So Pythagoras waited, numbed and
nearly dead. The dogs which he had
heard had, in some way, gotten out, and
came tearing around the corner of the
great stone building. He fought them
with desperate strength.  The effort
seemed to warm his blood, and where-
as before he was about to retreat to
his lodgings he now remained.

The day broke in the East, and gangs
of slaves went by t© work. They
jeered at him and pelted him with

ebbles.
" Suddenly across the desert .sgnds he
saw the faint pink rim of the rising sun.
On the instant the big bronze doors
against which he was Jeaning swung
suddenly in. He fell with them, and
coarse, rough hands seized his hair and
pulled him into the hall. '

The doors swung to and closed with
a clang. Pythagoras was in dense dark-
ness, lying on the ston® floor.

A voice, seemingly coming f'rom afar,
demanded, ‘Do you still wish to go
on?”

And his answer was,
go on.” A

A black-robed figure, wearing 2
mask, then appeared with a flickering

3

| desire to

light, and Pythagoras was led into a
stone cell.

His head was shaved, and he was
given a coarse robe and then left alone.
Toward the end of the day he was
given a piece of black bread and a
bow! of water. This, he was told, was
to fortify him for the ordeal to come.
What that ordeal was we can only
guess, save that it consisted partially in
running over hot sands where he sank
to his waist. At a point where he
seemed about to perish a voice called
loudly, ** Do you yet desiretogoon?”

And his answer was, ‘| desire to
goon.”

Returning to the inmost temple he
was told to enter a certain door and
wait therein. He was then blindfolded
and when he opened the door to
enter, he walked off into space and
foll into a pool of ice-cold water.
While floundering there the voice again
called, “ Do you yet desire to go on 2

And his answer was, ‘1 desire to
go on.”

At another time he was tied upon
the back of a donkey and the donkey
was led along a rocky precipice, where
lights danced and flickered a thousand
feet below.

« Do you yet want to go on ?" called
the voice.

And Pythagoras answered, | desire
to go on.”’

The priests here pushed the donkey
off the precipice, which proved to be
only about two feet high, the gulf below
being an illusion arranged with the aid
of lights that shone through apertures
in the wall.

. Your will must be like tempered
steel, if you would tread the Path.”



AN ARANGETRAL

N outstanding event in the history
of the revival of Indian Art was,
on Sunday, 1 February 1942, the pre-
sentation by Srimati Rukmini Devi, the
Founder-President of Kalakshetra, of
Srimati  S. Radha in an Arangetral
Bharata Natya recital under the patron-
age of Sri T.R. Venkatrama Sastri,
"C. 1. E., an eminent advocate in Madras.
This kind of function is rarely arranged
these days, and it is a new and happy
dea for Kalakshetra to arrange an
Arangetral where the pupil is sent into
the world with goodwill and blessing.
Kaldkshetra pupils are fortunate in an
institution which takes such personal
interest in them.

S. RADHA

who received her diploma of profi-
ciency in the art of Bharata Natya, is
the senior student of Kalakshetra. After
matriculating at an early age, she chose
to follow the arts rather than the usual
course of study at the University.  She
has studied under both Pandanallur
Bharata Sastra Vidwan Meenakshi Sun-
daram Pillai and Natya Vidwan P.
Chockalingam Pillai. Although these Vid-
wans have trained her in the technique
of art according to their traditions, the
young artist has specially benefited by
the unique contribution that Rukmini
Devi has made to the training of
Bharata Natya artists. Rukmini Dewi,
herself a brilliant exponent of Bharata
Natya, has brought into effect a new
and purer vision of the art as a means
of regeneration of the Motherland
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IN KALAKSHETRA

through emphasis on the spiritual foun-
dations of India's age-old culture, and
under her direct supervision Radha
reflects this feature by striving to re-
lease through her art the spiritual
quality.

The Arangetral was held in the beau-
tiful open-air Adyar Theatre before
a large and select gathering. The
theatre had the atmosphere of a Tem-
ple because of the presence of a shrine
of Sri Nataraja and Sri Ganapati, before
whom the dancer dedicated harself in
the traditional manner, following the
footsteps of her inspirer, Rukmini Devi,
who, a few years ago, before she went
on tours spreading her message, made
a special pilgrimage to Chidambaram
and dedicated herself before the Lord
Nataraja.. Before this shrine at the
Adyar Theatre, Radha, accompanied by
Rukmini Devi and other friends, chanted
the traditional slokas from the Natya
Sastra, offered flowers and camphor,
and invoked the blessing of Parvati, the
Mother of the World. The spiritual
keynote of the occasion was enhanced
by the full Moon, as though it too de-
sired to shed its blessings.

RUKMINI DEVI

while welcoming the guests said -
 Kalékshetra is dedicated to the
cultural renaissance of the world, and
is established as an International centre
of culture in India, because the source
and essence of all culture is in India,
and India is the country which must
show to the world her own genius, her
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spirituality which can be expressed only
through the cultural life. 4

« Our Kalakshetra work is planne 1r1
such a way that the artist doefs noS
learn merely technique, but so ir ?o
possible we try to help our pupiis i
feel & love for beauty, a reverence 10
life, and a mission, wherl they patscs)
away as pupils from Kalakshetra, T

serve the world through the arts- Iltdilzsl

not a strange saying we fmd |nVnda

that Natya can be almost a fifth Iehas.

That is what Art can always be- erely

its philosophy, its great message-

to learn technique is not enough- his
“] have also tried to cleanse

particular art from all that is crud; aeni
vulgar. Gradually, day by day anev);ry_
by year, we are trying to improve Ve
thing we are doing, SO that the W g
a dedicated work ; the yound pe(;;;w
iearn happily ; they do not merehyt o
what to do but understand wha

are doing.

- KnO\g/vledge, study, as @ backgéo:)nnd
to such cultural work as we are ho tgo
is essential. The young dance;do::;er_
learn many subjgcts‘;t'};e
Tongue, Literature, SamsKrit, 7
mat?c Art, Painting, the Designing uc;t
Costumes. The young dancer erﬁ t
learn to express himself of hersd i
terms of form, colour, and soun g
for the sake of pleasing the w0|'fbute
mere entertainment, but to contn
Truth in terms of Art.

“This is really my ideal, Zniclercaor;
happily say that Radha, the da cer 0
the evening, Is full of that sp o
dedication.  She is still yound- e
cannot have finished all she ml;]st ea::u-
in four years. Later, by growt ,dm >
rity, experience, and continue nd
arduous study, she can become M
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and more perfect.  That she will do.
She feels she is dancing because it is
a great work. She is not merely danc-

ing for the sake of entertainment.

THE RECITAL '

Then followed an exquisite and brill-
iant exposition of Bharata Natya by
Radha. Already she has acq_unred con-
siderable experience in da‘ncmg_‘before
the public during Rukmini Devi's tours
and at other times. She has been
much appreciated by the press and the
public. On this occasion she was full
of vigour and vitality. Her programme
specially included two dances composed
by Rukmini Devi, one to the elassncal
kriti of Sri Thyagaraja, Rara Sita, and
the other to 3 Thiruppugaz song,
Sivanar manam kulira, the latter song
being a eulogy to Lord Subramanya by
the Saint Arunagirinathar and till now
not composed into 2 dance.

DR. ARUNDALE

After the recital, Dr. George S
Arundale, one of the patrons of Kala-
kshetra, read a number of messages of
greetings and good w:shes.from friends,
the first among them being one from
Bharata Sastra Vidwan Meenakshi Sun-
daram Pillai, the great exponent of thg
dance, under whom Rukmlm Devi
studied the art. Continuing, Dr. Arun-
dale said : o

“My next privilege consists n con-
gratulating Radha on her very beautiful
dance recital. | am extremely keen
about this renaissance of Indian culture.
| am well aware there can be no politi-
cal renaissance unless. it is accom-
panied by 2 cultural renaissance. What-
ever worth and pre-eminence there
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may be attached to political leadership,
there is another worth that is equally
vital.

“Radha is a very special friend of
mine and | watch her progress with
great affection.”

Dr. Arundale then garlanded the
patron of the occasion. Sri T. R. Venkat-
rama Sastri on behaif of Rukmini Devi
and Kalskshetra.

MR. VENKATRAMA SASTRI

congratulated  Radhika, the little
Radha,” on her brilliant performance.
especially stressing its note of joy.
“She will go forth in the coming years
of life and grow in the exposition of
her art.  Whatever qualities | may lack
as an artist or an art critic, there is in
me the capacity to offer blessing and
good wishes for Radha in the coming
life.

“ At one time in this country the art
of dancing was practised by aristocrats.
It was a princely art, and dancing
teachers were maintained by both the
Kings and Queens.

“The joy of life is not to be de-
spised. Life thrives on joy, and art is
a necessaty accompaniment of life.
That was the old ideal, but as time
went on it became lost, and there was
the idea of life as an unmixed evil from
which we must flee into puritanism and
asceticism.  For some fifteen hundred
years art had fellen into the hands of

undesirable people. Now it has been
lifted by a renaissance all over the
country.  Music is coming into its own.
The dance is coming into its own.
All honour to those whe have set up
Kalakshetra and are teaching here,
This art of dancing has been rescued
from the associations which have
gathered round it, and will in the
coming years take its proper place
among the arts which one can patronise
without degrading oneself.

1 again offer congratulations to
Radha, to those who trained her for her
task, and to the institution that is send-
ing her forth in life. | am sure Radha
will, as she develops, carry the art of
the dance a step further in its evolu-
tion, in fulfilment of the dreams and
magnificent work of Rukmini Devi,"”

THE DIPLOMA

Rukmini Devi, at this stage, presented
the artist with a diploma on a silver
salver with thambulam, flowers, fruits,
betel leaves and nuts.

The diploma itself was original and
artistic, equal to the event. Unlike the
ordinary printed parchment paper
which University graduates and others
receive, this diploma was in the
form of palm-leat manuscripts, beauti-
fully engraved in Samskrit and Tamil
and bound with silver-mounted and
artistically painted wooden covers. The
text of the diploma is as follows :

it
famaforfy 7 faaimanaal am sfoear |
ARAATRAY WA FOWHE alq |
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FAFA A FrANRMRsas:
warfagaEd: FIfH A Aq94 |

Favaaan: @ & & FarIfam
gzt fagE A2g arEfaaE:

CILICClEAGE sa:ﬂarqmam:qmﬁﬁ g@q1 Jndifa @ |

Al Fal AyqAfaaAa oo a4 apeafEaTE afEe |

Ferf auioasa FAAEA 7T |
 ECIEGACH qEdTen aFA |

I : A EN
s fast FATEET AR FAESTEAIA: |
cpnfa e AT FaFaTal 1 Ffdd |l
sqafamezand AP B OU Lo it L L L fi-
wiaT, (1-2-1942).
(In Tamil)
p_VE 1L[EYD quﬂ'ﬂ'f:@,as/r/f Lf)ggﬂ)a](;‘, @m;)u o -
Iauen it BVt w0 gat
éﬁf%‘l"&é?fﬂlfb {_Jg_u@ L& m & (g‘&m;ﬁ@i, ST Dussis o

aldon b.'lr\‘gj)’/,;, & D GBIV TSN L& LD

L B 4,
inflamay Bin@ihs ST L

L B gy oY QD i Guir TR D@/, aon B Qavesr. Bou

TR T 7 R TEV, L@ Qo

a0 (B it wrBw.

The following is the translation of the text:

1. The Supreme, which is the essence of all Art, transcending the knowl-
edge of the Vedas and even the understanding of the Yogis but easy of reali-
sation to him who is compassionate and is a lover of the beautiful, shines

in all splendour.
2 May He, . who is the Supreme teacher of the dance, who wears

ghe crescent Moon in His hair and s adorned with hooded serpents, who
is tha Soul of Art and s Himself the Master Dancer, ever abide in the secret

recess of the heart of all who love beauty.
3 Kalakshetra is founded. to bring ‘rehef to those in distress through
a vision of the peautiful, through the blessing of Him to whom it is dedicated.
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4. Here in this Kalakshetra, having worshipped at the shrine of the
dance and become the recipient of her favours, Radha stands forth in bright

promise of excellence.

5. May this Radha with the rich experience that will come to her and
through her own gift of expression through the dance raise to splendid

heights the fame of Kalakshetra.

Presenting this diploma Rukmini Devi
said: “‘Friends, | have very great
pleasure in presenting this diploma to
Radha. Not only do | wish her great
success for herself and useful service,
nct only do | hope that she will far
outshine me, but that she wili be a very
great artist who will do much for the
country. In token of appreciation
Radha was garlanded by a member
from the audience.

S. RADHA
received the diploma reverently and
said: ) wish to thank Srimati Rukmini

Devi very very much for all that she
has done for me and all that she has

beento me. | am not used to speak-
ing in effusive terms, but | thank her
with the utmost gratitude. | wish to

thank Mr. T.R. Venkatrama Sastri. His
blessing will help me very very much
indeed. 1 also wish to thank Dr. Arun-
dale. He is an inspiration to all in Adyer
and Kalskshetra. 1 feel grateful to ali
those who have taught me, especi-

Signed by Rukmini Devi on 1.2-1942

ally to Sri Chockalingam Pillai, who has
taught me with eagerness and intelli-
gence. | wish to thank Pandit Subrah-
manya Sastri, who unfortunately is no
longer with us, Mr. K. Sankara Menon,
and Mr. and Mrs. Elmore, who have
been more than teachers to me—._they
have all been like older brothers and
sisters. | wish to thank Mr. K.N. Nilakanta
lyer' and also the musicians who have
made this function a success and who
have been of constant help to me.”

Radha then garlanded Rukmini Devi
and Dr. Arundale. The function was
concluded with the singing of Mangalam.

Thus was S. Radha, a young citizen,
launched into the world to convey her
message and her contribution in the
cultural renaissance of India and the
World. THE YOUNG CITIZEN offers its
felicitations to Srimati Radha and wishes
her high success in her efforts to help
to bring back the age-cld culture of
India to its pristine purity. —M.S.

' Kalikshetra music teacher.

(Concluded from page 27)

him in his home life or in the
company of his younger pupils to
whom he showed himself alternately in-
structive, amusing, and friendly, cor-
recting in a gentle way when neces-
sary, always happy and full of kindness,
missed a great deal of the wonderful,
enchanting side of him.

At home he was a radiant sun and
the house was full of light and happi-
ness. When he Yeft us, the house
secemed to be empty. Even my hus-
band, who was not a Theosophist and
whose conscience was a little uneasy
about the guns he had, missed him and
felt the difference.

A‘ Charter of Character

CHARACTER

is the root-base ©
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that Artistry

that Graciousness

that Poise
which are among the bright hues of Character.
These pillars support the great canopy of the temple which
is Service through Culture. Character must be lifted into Culture.

CULTURE

means the absence of the dross of ugliness in the gold
of living. There are many kinds of ugliness—ugliness of
speech, of movement, of desire, of thought.

For the constant refining of character there must be
Honourable Living
Honourable Employment
Honourable Leisure
Honourable Citizenship

There must be nothing to degrade character in life, but every-
thing to exalt character.
The honour required in all the above is the minimization of
hatred,
conceit,
cruelty,
fear,
distrust,
lethargy,
indifference.

Someday these must disappear.
Al who are interested in planning for a New World must begin
with the planning of the renewal of character, and only on the

basis of such planning proceed with planning for political, econ-
omic, industrial, social, religious, or any other reconstruction.
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THE TEMPLE OF CHARACTER

in every human
Sanctu

The Temple of the New Living

someday dwell.

A press report from Sydney dated

January 6 says:

ANIMALS SHOT IN SYDNEY

ACTION UNDER ARP.
REGULATION

Three lions, one leopard and one
tiger have been ordered to be s.hot
under Air-raid Precautions Regulations
because of danger tor '
the animals get loose in air raids. The
animals are valued at five hun;fred
sterling and were owned by @ c:rcus{
which has been prevented by petro
restrictions from leaving Sydney and

going into the country.

One is not shocked at this headline.
It has become the order of the world
at present to shoot animals when Pt\hes)‘:
escape for their freedom.! Some i) 00
them for sport ! But this report eat?'
them all and takes #s into the depths o

horror.

The subheadlin
 Action under A. _
the first reading one !
at this bit of news an

e carries the news:
R.P. Regulation.” At
s rather amused
d is led to think

being, for the Temple of Character is the
m Sanctorum, the Holy of Holies, the inner Shrine of

in which the whole world shall

—GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

esidents should

Whither Humanity ?

it was culled from some Sunday paper
as it tends to border on the ridiculous.
But on closer reading, it shows that
man has still to learn his alphabets.

The victims are three lions, one
leopard and one tiger. True they
were ferocious animals, but they were
being kept in a circus to entertain
human beings of the same race as
the authorities who gave orders to
shoot them ! They had been ordered
to be shot because of the danger to
residents should the animals get loose
during air raids " | Moreover, they have
been prevented from moving into the
country owing to petrol restrictions !
All these are excuses, and animal life
is not valued at all except in terms of
stering and pounds of flesh. The
Sydney A.R.P. authorities are responsi-
ble for this crime and seem to be
under the delusion that animals need
petrol to be moved from place to place !

Are we not paying enough for our
cruelties to the subhuman kingdom ?
We believe that as long as we do not
carry the white flag to these defence-
less animals, peace will never reign

on Earth.
—P. R, SUBRAHMANYAN



The Round Table.

The Order of the Round Table

children and young people, its chief
Ideal Knights." Its world Senior Knight is Srimat;

Is a ceremonial

' organization intended jor
object being

to prepare them to become

Rukmini Devi, and the Chief
Knight for india is Miss Tehmina Wadia, Theasophical Col ' M
There are 275 members in India in 16 Tables do o work o Juhu. Bombay.

and art lines. Many Tables take interest in ani
in last December, the Order had its annual me

ing work along various social

mal welfare work Recently,

eting at Ad i i
Jinarajadasa and the Chief Knight, Rukmini Devi, J Y i which Knight

our journal.

follows. The address of Knight Raja will be publish

addressed those present as
ed in a subsequent issue of

KNIGHT
NIGHT Raja has told us that the

mark of culture is to under-
stand everything beautiful and to try to
express it, each in his own way. | know
all of you are full of happiness in The
Round Table, because it gives you an
idea of beauty and inspires you to live
more beautifully.

Never forget the Round Table Motto
that is the heart of all life :

" Live pure, speak true, right wrong,
Follow the KING.”
Everything is contained in it.

We must know what it means to
“right wrong.”" It does not only mean
to correct what other people are doing
but as much to correct ourselves. To
right wrong means never to do any-
thing that is ugly, unkind, harsh. We
must help others also to be more kind.
to be more beautiful, like the real
Knights of the Order of the Round
Table.

Then “to speak true” is right ac-
tion. If we live beautifully we are liv-
ing truly and we are also following the
KING. To “follow the KING” is the

greatest and most wonderful of all
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actions.  But if we really live beauti-
lfully and truly, we cannot help follow-
ing the KING, because HE is beautiful
HE is true, HE is the Lord of Love.
We must think every day of HIM and
try to be as wonderful a5 HE is.

The KING loves children. Why ?
Because they are so pure, they are
fike very tender flowers which can be.
come more and more beauytifyl
easily. HE HIMSELF is |ike a ci’L:ild\./ery

W_e have all the greatest of oppor-
tunities to become [ike HIM. Do not
forget your dedication to the KING

The Round Table in thes 4
be always pouring out HiS
world, so that the worlg will be not
full of hatred but of love. There should
be no cruelty but always love amongst
ourselves. There should be no unkind-
ness, because we alf follow the KING.

We have the privilege of knowing

nllf\o is our KING. Wa must think of

every moment of our fives, in our
work,‘ inour schocls and colleges, not
only in our ceremonies which are ar-
ranged to remind us of HIM.  Let us

all remember HIM not only today but
every day.

e times must
love on the

The Human Radio

n tirst entered the human
wHEkr\ilnr;daom he took the primitive
body of the savage. In this inexperi-
enced vehicle he was ab!e to grafso;i
ittle of what God had in store for
mankind  That still small VOICer\[/an !
at all heard in his early years o umbal
Little by little he was abie
hispering from time

fade away into
m more alone

experience.
to hear a vague wWnis
to time, only to bave it
nothingness leaving hi

than before. o
Let us liken this primitive creature to

the crystal set. Throughhth(;stearlyec;zi—
i i ad to us -
tion of the radio, man : :
Ihones closing out all outside noises
iF:\ ordér to hear that still small v0\|c'e
over this unevolved instrument}; Usug y
ire to hear the voice
hen we most desire :
\c:Iver the ethers we are Jeft alonev, heir
ing nothing. We carefully exammlet 3
lagrial to see thatitis propgrly gace&
and next look at our grqund wire. on:he
times we find the aerial broken jrd e
ire insufficiently grounde
round wire Insu : .
?ruth We lack the prepfaratlofn nr:c;se
' ' he life force tro '
sary to recewve t_ ) '
eth{ars. The difficulty is 'always wuth;r;
ourselves, because the life wAavetsh f
Divine Wisdom never cease In e

ivine operation.
dlv/l\:e wg seek to make the necessary

adjustments we are gradually diveliplneg
into a radio of a higher and higher {;;)nt.
Presently we find through ox;r cdor\sto .
endeavour that weshave evolvea in 2
battery set. No longer must ‘weduan
the ear-phones: we have ivoéimen
instrument  through which t ek older
Voice of the Spirit may spea ,

By MAUDE BRUMM

arresting our attention time and time
again when we are about to for.get its ex-
istence, due, of course, to our immersion
in matter, being too heavily grounded,
centring our attention on earth instead
of where the aerial is-—above. The
batteries we use are only the stored-up
thoughts of our fellow men; when
these are exhausted we are stranded,
seeking vainly in the ethers for that
guiding Voice.

During this blank period we reach out
vainly for enlightenment, hoping against
hope to catch a sound of that Voice
we need so much to hear. We rush
about for freshly charged batteries, and
these span for a time the chasm of
despair.

Again and again we are annqyed.by
static. This we finally discover is being
caused by a disturbance in the ethers
produced by our badly-contrglled emo-
tional and lower mental bodies and we
seek to remedy it through the avenues
of meditation and concentration. Gradu-
ally through habit, building a stronger
and stronger will capable of bridling
and holding firmly under control, these
two unruly bodies of ours are controlled
and the cause of this disturbing element

_static—is gradually eliminated.

The building, changing, cqnverting ;nd
evolving of this human radio tgkes lives
and lives to reach its perfection. Still
we go on until we are reyvarded in our
search by the human radio of the baht-
tery type being replaced by th;t of the
electric model. Now we believe our
troubles to be ended, but, alas, we find
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our instrument brings in two or three
stations at a time.

Let us see what these may be. An-
nouncer No. 1 says, clearly and very

loudly, * Radio Station D-E-S-I-R-E
speaking. Let me have your undivided
attention.”  Wearily and weakly we

hear Announcer No. 2 say, “C-O-N-
C-R-E-T-E M-I-N-D speaking.” Then,
away in the distance we hear a Golden
Voice saying, * Your R-E-A-L S-E-L-F,
having vainly tried to reach you, is
signing off.”

What does all this mean and how
does it affect us on the rung of the
ladder of life on which we stand ? How
may we gain greater selectivity "
shutting out all stations except those
we desire to hear ? There is only one
method. We must develop discrim-
ination, ability to distinguish the real
from the unreal, the true from the
false, the important from the unimpor-
tant, learn to distinguish the Golden
Voice of S-E-L-F from that of D-E-
S.I.R-E or even L-O-W-E-R M-I-N-D.

Finally in the evolution of this human
radio_Man-—he arrives at a very high
point of evolution ; he begins amateur
broadcasting, passing on to his younger
brothers the beautiful and helpful in-
formation he has received from the
higher realms of the spirit—S-E-L-F.

During his long climb from the crys-
tal set of savagery to the electric set of
evolved man he has tuned in on many
wave-lengths.. “In the early stages only
the low»wave-lengths; such as police
reparts of crime and murder, held the
inty rg’b’?’/of this unevolved maf. -\Later
cé _'Trapid succession market fegorts,
alfvértysing, wisecracks, chegp
2% followed at yet a highey g

evolution by news of the world, educa-
tipnal talks, good music, the sympho-
nies, religious talks, seeking to direct
man to the straight and narrow way.
At a very high stage he is attracted by
calls that grow ever louder and louder
as he gives them his attention : 5-O-S ;
S-O-S. At last! He has reached the
stage of evolution where he is given a
name under which he is able to manifest
and respond to the call of the S-O-S,
by an answer over his own broad-
casting station.

Let us listen-in and hear what he is
saying. ** Thisis Station S-E-R-V-1-C-E
which | render only in HIS NAME."
At this announcement a Star flashes
forth from the realm of the Spirit. He
has become a perfect receiving set, the
Perfect Man, the perfect channel
thr‘o.ugh which the Golden Voice of the
Spmt' may speak with perfect under-
standing. Now the message which he
receives comes only in secret codes of
Divine Wisdom. Now he hears and
ur\derstands all the mystery teaching
given by all the Great Ones since the
beginning of time. He transcends the
Human Kingdom and enters that of
the Super-human !

CW.L'S TRAINING

‘One 'of our young citizens writes: |t
might interest our readers to know that
Bishop Leadbeater was so particular that his
pupils should learn accurate and good expres-
sion of English that he always corrected the
language in story-books and novels before he
passed them on to bis pupils. It is found
that he always struck out the word ** get
and replaced it with the proper word. For
example, the sentence: | will get a taxi
for you, will be corrected : | will order a taxi
for you. He would not tolerate slang. It is
very instructive to go through his novels.

T
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i The who!e unrest and trouble of the world to- day are',
» ";the ‘marks of the transition perrod thropgh which we zrrev
. pa g. where one civilisation is beginning to pass away, where .
" ianoﬂrer crwhsatmn is, getting ready to be born, and where

;;you the Heart of the World, the Mother of the great Aryan
"’Réce v whose chnldren are scattered everywhere, have |ts’
mmedlate fate in your hands, you will decsde whethey;l ‘,"
volution shaﬂ 'go onwards and upwards, or be thrown béck
wards for: centuries to come. The Great Work: cannot SfOP‘-"'-'VV
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Where there are love and union, there the Sons of the Light are striving to help
and save ; where there are hatred and division, there the Children of Darkness
are trying to hold back the evolution of the world.  That is the real test for the
—ANNIE BESANT

movements around us.

The Crow's Nest

THIS month has been a very busy and eventful one. It started with my
birthday celebrations by the Besant Theosophical School and Kalakshetra,
as well as by many of my friends. | missed the presence of so many of
the young people of Kaldkshetra and the School. I heard afterwards
that they had planned for many things which they were unable to fulfil,
owing to the fact that they were asked to return to their homes as a result
of the war situation.  They were to have presented me with a beautiful
album of paintings by themselves, but | did receive four framed pictures
out of which three were by the pupils. It is thrilling and beautiful to see
how talent is emerging and how so many of our young people have
more than talent—this feeling for Beauty. | must thank afl who have
made the day a h’appy one for me, for | felt their sincere affection which

meant more than any presents could mean.

W
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rated on the 7th rranging a gathering for those who are interest-
ed in the Sino-Indi ultural Society. We have founded a branch of

o\t here at Adyar, ! hope many will support it. For a long time,
\ *&\en from childh #/have had an interest in China and its beauty, and
- visit tketan last year and met Professor Tan Yun Shan
éﬁé)_@sg"‘\?' féat desire in me to form at Kalakshetra a branch of
this association which was founded by the Poet Tagore.

The misfortune due to the imitation of the West in both these
countries—China and India~—can, | feel, be counteracted if they once
more make a cultural exchange based not merely upon material forms
but upon spiritual and philosophical ideals as well as pure art, Itisso
foolish of some people, including many Westerners, to say that we have
benefited so much by the West.  Science is common to all nations, and
any country can benefit from scientific investigations without necessarily
being dominated by the countries in which those investigations are made.
Why, in any event, should material domination take away so much which
is 5o beautiful that it can be called neither modern nor ancient ?

}'am also sorry that many important people did not celebrate China
Day just because it was arranged by the Government. | can never
understand such a point of view. If by chance, the Government
arranges something with which we are sympathetic, as we in India are

with China, why should we not show our sympathy to China and take
advantage of such an opportunity ?

e

The same attitude is being taken with regard to the A.R P., First
Aid, and such other organizations. A number of people, who are nor-
mally useless, offer themselves for this work, hoping to be paid, while
s0 many young people from fine families, young people who are capable
and are sons and daughters of leading citizens, are keeping out of it.

MARCH
43 19 42

To me this is neither patriotic nor does it express the spirit of non-
violence or ahimsa. Whether | am in sympathy with Britain or not, \{vheth:r
| am in sympathy with the war or not, what matters. to me mostlns tfo h'e
able to help those who are unfortunate and suffen'ng as a result o thns
ignorant world.  Indians and even Congressmen will go 1'10 doctors who
are trained according to western medical systems énd in Governmen;
Medical Colleges, and will perhaps th?n send their child-re.n to \csuﬁ

colleges for training, but yet many .WI”' not t.ake the tralnLng of the
A.R.P. or First Aid by which one can give |mmed|at§ hetlp to t osef poor
and unfortunate victims who must suffer and even die, if uncared for, in
e w;;. because of this | am giving myself to all this work, and Dr. Arun-
dale is, of course, a leader for this particular Area.! | have taken charge
of the work of looking after the villages around Adyar and have jppez;
ed for the First Aid examination in order t.hat we ma}/ hav‘e a l-lrstf i

post here. | am, of course, particularly lnterestf:d in Animal Wel ére
and have also taken on the work of Animal First Aid as one ?f my chief
duties. Perhaps the Government would not approve, but prllvately l.am
trying to learn as much as | can from 'those v.vho are expenemf:fed (‘n a
knowledge of simple Ayurvedic remedies which érve moreI E l.ectm.a,
more easily obtainable, and cheaper than other medicines. fel ieve |r;C
these : even if western Science is unable to prf)ve the use uness'o
these herbs, | have seen enough proof of t‘hell’. value b}/ the results
obtained through their use. To remove sufferlng. I'S more important to
me than to know much theory and so-called scientific facts asserted one

day and denied the next.
. 22

| do hope all young people will think of a patriotism which is above

ow nationalism and will give themselves heart and soul to whatever
narr

| The Theosophical Society’s Estate, Adyar and the surrounding villages.
e
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is useful or helpful for the sake of the average people of the nation, who
bave had neither much to do with voicing their own thoughts and feel-
ings nor with deciding the fate of the world. While politicians talk

ordinary people suffer, and | prefer to help those ordinary people

irrespective of politics.
Adyar
18-3-1942

Rk Do .

The War and Its Lessons

IT is obvious that the world has to
' have a final reckoning and come
to its senses before the War ends.
There is no doubt in my mind that it
cannot end now. If it does without
our having learnt our lessons, surely
Fhere will be another war even worse
it possible, than the present one. ‘

“"POOR CHINA "

'l can see how Fate is weaving com-
plicated patterns so that the War may
come to its end, | hope, an end for all
time. It is ridiculous to say that civiliza-
tion is being destroyed. | believe that
savagery is being destroyed. When
the British say “the civilized world,”
tbey mean the white people. All these
five years China has been fighting,
and, though everyone disapproved of
Japan, we passed by, only saying ** Poor
China ! " There was no action to follow
those noble words.  Every country
traded with Japan, bought Japanese
clothes, silk, bicycles, thermos-bottles,
and other products, while America for
a long period fed Japan with aeroplanes

By RUKMINI DEVI

to destroy China—unfortunately now
in use to help Japan in her attempt to
destroy America.

Then, when the European war was
declared, everyone forgot *‘Poor China.”
Now we need China. Of course,
China also needs Britain—it has always
needed help from outside—but who
answered the call for help sufficiently ?

OBSTACLES TO VICTORY

Throughout this war it is obvious
that cbstinacy and pride have stood
in the way of Victory. Britain has
always won in the past and so she has
no doubts as to the future. Providence
will help the British, for, in spite of their
blindness and conceit, they have an
innate sense of honesty and justice ..
though blurred very much by clouds.

Their sense of race superiority and
conceit must go before they will win.
Nothing is more unpleasant than to
hear the English papers blowing their
own trumpets, and nothing is more
disgusting than the manner in which
they explain everything away. We
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always hear that they have “ achieved
splendid retreats,” but one would rather
hear of ** splendid victories.”

Of course they will blunder along to
Victory. But it must be a Victory for
all. including the downtrodden race of
India. This is a year for Victory—not
only for the British and the white races,
but for all__for China, for India.

There was a golden opportunity
missed in the early days of the war
when the whole of India would have
been happy to co-operate with Britain
had Britain behaved decently to India.
it is not only political freedom we want
but the respect of the West to the
East. How many thousands of incidents
there are in the everyday lives of Euro-
peans and Indians where we note the
snobbery of the white element and the
anxiety of the British to maintain their
prestige. In the case of Singapore, for
example, perhaps Britain felt safe about
it, because she did not expect an East-
ern race to defeat her, and [ am not
sure which is the more humiliating to
the white people : the loss of Singapore
or British prestige.

When India gains Swaraj, then will
western nations dare speak ill of her,
mock her religions and her people ? It
is true we are indebted to the West for
railway trains and electricity—which
China and other eastern nations also

| feel a little s
presence. She, the g
advantage.
the world is in Indi
sidered as necessary
peare appeared in a co

permitted to do so.RUKMINI DEV!
2

OSING OPPORTUNITY

ad that India is not taking advantage of Dr. Montessori's
reat genius of the world, is not being used to the fullest
lt is a strange phenomenon that when the greatest educationist in
a teaching, the ordinary “L.T."" degree seems still to be con-
for recognition as a teacher. { wonder whether, if Shakes-
flege and offered to teach English literature, he would be

possess without being under foreign
rule.  But we must have self-respect,
which is impossible unless we stand in
a position of equality as regards other
nations.

China has scored in this war more
than any other nation, for with hardly
any help China has fought alone for five
years against the very enemy who is
threatening us today in the East. Chinese
prestige has gone up, but unfortunate-
ly, they do not know how to boast.

At home we have the terrible and
futile extremism of the Congress and
the Muslim League. We are unprepared
for independence. India has been
foreign-educated and emasculated. How
can she protect herself ? it is foolish
to ask for complete severance when
we would only be swallowed up by
Japan or some other nation. Why can
we not ask for Swardj, for the
same position that Australia or Canada
holds ? This is something in which we
can all join, and there is a possibility,
however remote, that Britain will agree.
To demand complete severance is obvi-
ously a waste of time. Yet politicians
still fight with each other while poor
india suffers, not knowing what to do,
which way to turn. As everyone is
equally obstinate,there is only one teach-
er—this present War which will not
cease before we all come to our senses.



China's Great Philosophers

'I"HERE is a tradition that concurrent.
ly with the advent of the Lord
Buddha in the sixth century B.C. a
briliant galaxy of sages came into
manifestation, who took advantage of
His tremendous magnetism to spread
enlightenment over the world. So that
within a comparatively short space of
time we find besides the Lord Buddha
in India, Mahavira, the founder of
Jainism as we know it today, and San-
karacharya, the renowned philosopher ;
Pythagoras  was contemporaneously
teaching in Greece, founding his school
at Krotona in 530 B. C.; the Hebrew
prophets of the Babylonian captivity
were enriching the same age; and in
China, Lao-Tze and Confucius were
founding twin religions and cultures. the
one intuitional, and the other practical
which pervade the religious life of China
today.

The Chinese philosophy of that period
was richer in thought and bolder in
speculation than that in any succeeding
age. For a century before Lao-Tze and
Confucius and for two centuries after
there was a rich profusion of philosc-
phical thinkers : Confucianists, {aoists,
astrologers and geomancers, jurists, logi-
cians and sophists, agriculturists and
miscellaneous writers. It was as if, after
a long monotonous winter, spring time
had come into the garden of culture
and wakened into bloom many splendid
Howers of various colours and odours.
It was one of the most glorious periods
in Chinese civilization, intellectual cul-
ture rising to the same fevel as in
Greece, and in India.
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The giants of the period were Lao-
Tze and Confucius, the one born in 604
B.C and the other a whole generation
later, in 551. Lao-Tze lived to be
ninety, Confucius 73. The two sages
met in 517, when Lao-Tze was 87 and
Confucius 33. What a wonderful meet-
ing it must have been, and how full of
import for the future course of Chinese
philosophy I We can imagine the an-
cient sage, free and unrestrained in
every way, receiving his visitor, a man
of quite the opposite character, digni-
fied and stately in movement, deliberate
in speech ; the aged Lao-Tze meditat-
ing on the Tao, as he called the Eternal,
and on the purification of the inner
nature ; the younger man more objec-
tive, given to art and ceremonial and
to the regulation of life by the multipli-
cation of rules of conduct. So impress-
ed was Confucius with the encounter
that he said to his disciples on return-
ing : “ know that the birds can fly. |
know that the fishes can swim. | know
that the wild animals can run. For the
running one could make nooses. For
the swimming one could make nets.
For the flying one could make arrows.
As to the dragon, | do not know how
he can bestride the wind and cloud
when he rises heavenwards. Today
Isaw Lao-Tze. Is he perhaps like the
dragon ?

Little is known of Lao-Tze's early
life. He was a southerner, born in the
province of Tchu. Late in life he was
curator of the Royal Library of Kao,
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and was on the point of retiring into
seclusion when his friend and_dlsc:ple,
Kwan-yin-tze, asked him to write down
some of his teachings. Hence the
Tao-Teh, the Path of Wisdom. Four
centuries later the Tac-Teh was studied
at court and was designated King, a
classic, hence Tao-Teh-King. Th'oug‘h
it has only 5000 characters, this is his
great work and the heart of his doctrine.
According to H. P. Biavatsky, " he is
said to have written nine hundre'd'and
thirty books on ethics and religions,
and seventy on magic, one thous.and in
all.”  But ‘*the true commentaries, as
well as most of the texts, have long
disappeared from the eyes of the
profane.”

What is the Tao ? The divine mind, the
universal reason or wisdom‘an.d the
principle of all activity. Teh is wisdom
in particular, knowledge of the proper-
ties and purposes of the muitiple objects
to which the universal mother has given
birth. Humanity stands between the
universal and the particular, adjusting
them. Professor Cousins sums up the
cardinal doctrines of Taoism as: (M
Recognition of the One Life in the
Universe ; (2) Respect for all its mani-
festations. .

« There is an incomprehensible being
which existed before heaven and
earth. Silent, transcendent. It alone
persists and does not change. | do
not know its name. In order to
denote it | call it Tao.’

Lao-Tze seems to have in mind what
in Samskrit is called budh. And like
budh, Tao is inherent in all things it
needs only to be set free. And freedom
comes with yoga or union, as the
summum bonum of existence.

CONFUCIUS

While Lao-Tze was aiming to produce
the man of Tao, ** the man of spontane-
ous wisdom and free, pure action,”
Confucius was writing prescriptions for
the “superior man,” the result of
strenuous and persistent discipline. The
one stressed the release of life, the
other achievement by struggle and
mastery. In The Great Llearning, a
book of teachings collected by his
grandson, Confucius stresses the need
for equilibrium. His Doctrine of the
Mean is the doctrine of equilibrium and
should be so translated.

“ The superior man is quiet and calm,
waiting for the appointments of
Heaven, while the ordinary man walks
in dangerous paths looking for lucky
occurrences.

What the superior man seeks is in

himself ; what the ordinary man seeks

is in others.

The superior man thinks of virtue, the

ordinary man thinks of comfort.

To be able to practise five things

everywhere under Heaven constitutes

the perfect virtue : Gravity, magnani-
mity, sincerity, earnestness, and kind-
ness.”

One cannot help thinking that so
venerable a sage as lao-Tze was in
touch with inner sources of illumination
which we associate with the Great
Teachers, was well advanced on the
Path, and touched with his Promethean
wand the aspiring Confucius.  There
are glimpses of supreme excellence in
his superior man :

“ Men who reached sovereign perfec-
tion can teach others how to obey
the law of Heaven, can understand
the natures of all living things, and
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lead them to fulfil the law of their

being. Thus they form as it were a

third power between Heaven and

earth.”

And note what he says of the hier-
archies of spiritual beings who surround
us ;

““Vast and deep are the subtle powers
of Heaven and earth; they are one
with the substance of things that
cannot be separated. There are
oceans of subtle intelligence about
us on every side.”

Confucius  admitted that his main
purpose was to effect a moral change
in the nation by reviving all that was
worth preserving in the ancient tradi-
tions, to rekindle the sense of duty to
man and of reverence for the higher
powers that control man’s life. In his
fifties he became Minister of State in
the city of Chung-tu in the dukedom
of Loo, and a marvellous reformation
of justice and public order took place
under his rute. But the morals of the
Court dissatisfied him and he left in
quest of the perfect ruler. The per-
fect ruler, he believed, should produce
the perfect State. After thirteen years
of travelling up and down, he returned
to Chung-tu, having failed to discover
a ruler sagacious enough to put into
practice his ethical philosophy. But
what a blessing he must have bestowed
upon his country by spreading his
teaching !

The reason why Confucius came to
be so honoured and distinguished by
the Chinese as their national teacher
was because of his common-sense
ethics based on humanism and devoid
of any mystical or superphysical agency.
They like him, especially the mandarins,
in preference to all other philosophers.

Not only was he many-sided, en-
couraging art and music and poetry,
but he himself made an important col-
lection of sacred poems. Many of
these are of great beauty, telling of
ancestral sacrifice- of simple village
feasts in which thanks were offered to
the spirits of the earth who made the
young corn grow and ripened the
harvests ; of the struggles of a young
ruler to follow the thorny path of duty.
Simple words like these are to be
found in them :

With reverence | will go

Where duty’s path is plain :

Heaven will | clearly know ;

its favour to retain

Is hard. Let me not say,

Heaven is remote on high

Nor notices men's way :

There in the starlit sky

It round about us moves

Inspecting all we do,

And daily disapproves

What is not just and true.

MENCIUS

Let us leap across three centuries,
and we find two brilliant philosophers
interpreting these great masters to their
own age: Mencius, the Confucian (the
Latinized form of Mang-Tze), and
Chwang-tze, the Taoist. Unfortunately
they never chanced to see each other,
as did their great prototypes. It was
due to the masterly propagation by
Mencius that Confucianism enjoyed its
triumphal progress through the history
of Chinese thought. “Never since the
creation of the world was there a per-
son equal to Confucius,” he said in
praise of his master. His contribution
to Confucianism is the essential good-
ness of human nature, and his book is
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mainly composed of dialogues which
took place between himself and the
feudal lords whom he visited and with
his followers and contemporary scf_wolgrs.
What Mencius did for Confucianism
somewhat resembles what Chwang-tze
did for Taoism. Chwang-tze seems to
think that the universal Tao is present in
every being; we have only to free
ourselves from subjective ignorance and
individual peculiarities and let Tao frge}iy
have its way ; and we shall find it with-
in ourselves and be able to find it
in others because Tao is the same in
every existence. He extended anj
detailed what is only vaguely suggeste
by his predecessors. and his wntmg[;s
are among the best specimens of early
inese literature. .
ChUnhappin this glorious period caree
to an abrupt end in the year 221 B.C,
when the first Emperor of the Ch'in
dynasty (Shih Huang Ti) took the most
drastic measures to suppress the spirit
of liberty which was about to Uoom.
He silenced all criticisms of _h»s own
opinions by burying his critics alive
and burned all the books and docu-
ments that were not in sympathy with
the new administration. The spint of
the nation was reduced to a coma

‘which lasted for a millennium, during

which China produced not a single
original thinker.

CHIANG KAI-SHEK

Buddhism was introduced during this
lethargic period at the beginning of our
own era, and it paved the way for the
renaissance under the Sung dynasty
from the tenth to the thirteenth centu-
ries. But since that time China fell
into the « dreamy inactivity induced by
the excessive use of the opium of con-
servatism, using a phrase of Dr. Suzuki,
and was not fully awakened until the
degenerate dynasty of the Manchus was
overthrown, and the people were pre-
pared by the leader of the revolution,
De. Sun Yat Sen, for constitutional
government. But it was Chiang-Kai-
shek, inheriting Sun Yat Sen’s principles,
who really united the people—the
Nationalists and the Communists—on
the broad base of a democratic social-
ism which is peculiarly China's own. In
1934 he introduced the New Life Move-
ment, reviving the virtues of Old China,
in order to reinvigorate the nation, and
how well he has succeeded is visible in
the vigorous stand she is making against
the invader.

PATH TO PEACE

O trees and flowers and butterflies !

A moment from yow labour cease.

| think you must be very wise.

You have about you such great peace.
T- «“We house all comers free of

“rent: g
F . - We scatter for the common go0a -

3

By J. H. Cousins

B « To serve creation is our bent : "
They said. | heard —and understood.

O trees and flowers and butterflies !
May God our usefulness irjcrease !

| think we must be very wise

Who know the simple path to peace.



The Strong Man

HE visits of the Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek and his illus-
trious wife to India in connection with
the prosecution of war in defence of
Freedom and Democracy, will be long
remembered. These two great leaders
of China received a spontaneous and
universal welcome from all sections of
the public in India. It is regrettable
that there was no popular Prime Minister
in India to welcome these honoured
guests on behalf of a popular National
Government.

For four years and more we have
witnessed with great admiration the
splendid resistance that the people of
China have offered against the brutal
and unprovoked aggression of Japan.
She has stood all alone these years
holding aloft the flag of Freedom. Un-
daunted by the desertions of western
democracies and the weakness of the
League of Nations, unafraid of the
support given to her enemy by the
countries that paid lip sympathies to
her cause, China has carried on the
struggle for Freedom, not only for her-
self but for the entire world. In spite
of terrible sufferings she has not bent
her knee before the insolent might of
Japan. But for her vigil and sacrifice
the Flame of Liberty would have been
extinguished. The world cannot be too
grateful to China for saving human
civilization from darkness and destruc-
tion.

But China has been able to achieve
this very largely because of the splen-
did leadership in the person of General-
issimo Chiang Kai-shek. It is he who
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united the nation, it is he who inspired
the people, it is he who galvanized the
country for stupendous war effort and
it is he who made China the spearhead
of the World's Freedom.

THE HERO

The Generalissimo's life is full ot in-
spiration for the soldiers of freedom
everywhere. For him his country stands
first. In the history of the Chinese
freedom movement one can see that
he has acted nobly at all times, never
descending to the level of pandering
to the populace. In the Chinese
Revolution of 1911 he was the loyal
comrade of Dr. Sun Yat Sen. For 14
years of trial and tribulation, when the
foundations of the Chinese Republic
were being laid, he worked incessantly
with him forging China into a great
Nation. With the death of Dr. Sun
Yat Sen in 1925 started the period of
disintegration of the Chinese Nationalist
Movement. The short-sighted foreign
policy of the Communist International
helped in breaking up the Koumintang,
the Chinese Nationalist organisation, and
gave a severe blow to the young Re-
public that was beginning to stand on
its feet. These were the days of trial.
It was then that Chiang Kai-shek stood
up for National unity as against Com-
munist disruption. He was misunder-
stood. He was called reactionary. He
was called the betrayer of the Chinese
people. For more than a decade China
remained disunited, torn between dif-
ferent war lords on the one hand and
the Communist tactics on the other,
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But in the midst of all this, Chiang Kai-
shek did not lose heart. He remaine

loyal to the ideals of thg Chinese Re-
public. He gathered his own force.
He refused to be dragged into a pre-
mature conflict with Japan. It was
rumoured that he was in league with
Japan. He alone in China knew when to
strike and when to plunge into th_e battlg.
When Japan attacked China in 1937,
he came out of his comparative retire-
ment to lead the Nation. We know
after four years of fighting how he has
united the nation and made China arlz
impregnable fortress against the attaﬁ

of Japan. He is indeed made of the
stuff of which the great heroes of the
world are made. He is the Strong
Man of the East who has shown that

China, the land of philosophy, is also a
land of wonderful heroism.

JE ONLY INDIA TOO—

Today the Nations of the world look
to China for inspiration. China is des-
tined to live, for China has a message
to give. Indeed she is fortunate that
she has found a leader who will make
China once again shine )Nlth her an-
cient glory. If only India too could
have such a dynamic leader in this her
hour of great crisis uniting the people
of this country and releasing the poten-
tial spiritual forces of this great Arya-
varta! The world's true reconstruction
cannot begin till India and China come
into their own. In the leadership given
by India and China lies the redemption

of the world.

Link China

- Indian Cultural Society of
HEAdS)‘/T;(r), l::?‘awhich Srimati Rukmini
Devi is President and the Bhikkhu Aé)l(a
Asanga is Secretary, held its first pu hl:
meeting in the Headquarters © or
Theosophical Society on China Day,
7th March. -
| can see before us a very napp
and bright future in this deeperllmdg of
the links between China and In |a,d
said Rukmini Devi. “ Both China an
India have become too much western-
ized, and all the teachings of our

great Teachers are relegated to.t}:aS
background in these modern tim

of ostentatious show. Theye has been
a great bond of friendsh.lp between
China and India. The Chinese attract
Indians and the Indians attract the
Chinese. There has arisen 2 great

and India

cultural unity between India and China
__Chinese sages have been great
Samskrit scholars.  On the.other hand
the Rishi Vishvamitra, in giving the first
lessons to the Lord Buddha, mentioned
a Chinese Classic. We owe much_ to
China. She is able to give something
pure and true. If we enter into the
spirit of China, we will realize that there
s a subtle something that pervades the
minds of the people as a whole

It is not our meetings that matter,
in an appeal for help in the work of the
Association. It is not even this .Chma
Day that matters. What matters is that
we feel, and such a feeling counts more
than any words we may say. One must
feel love for a nation. Let us think
of these two nations together, and
from this time onwards l?uild a bridge
that will stand for all time.”



Kwan-Yin—The Mother of Mercy

. o

N this critical period when a severe
struggle is going on between the
forces of darkness and the forces of
Light, we pay homage to the peo-
ple who fight for the preservation of
Light and for the defence of the best
in our civilization. Among such people
the Chinese stand first with their hero-
ism, one-pointedness dedication and
loyalty to their mother-land.

The Chinese people are fighting to
preserve the culture of their great na-
tion. The courageous women of China
offer their sons, brothers and husbands
with smiling faces in order that the
light which has been lighted by Con-
fucius, Lao-Tze and other builders of
the nation may shine and enlighten the
world.  They struggle hard, face tor-
ture and pain with unparalleled courage
and patience in order to preserve their
precious culture, the religion, the arts,
the sacredness of womanhood, the
vigour of youth. No sacrifice has been
too great for the people of China.
Look at the horrible and brutal be-
haviour of the Japanese soldiers to-
wards the women and children of China.
What an acute and heart-piercing pain
it must be for the Chinese women
when they are forced to sacrifice the
sanctity of womanhaod before their
bestial enemies! Look at the vigorous
Chinese men fighting with the power-
ful enemy with great strength. We
cannot imagine the terrible suffering
caused by the death and destruction
of the Chinese people through this

By SHRI DEVI MEHTA

continuous warfare. It is admirable
how the Chinese bear their suffering so
heroically.

As we witness this heroism in the
midst of terrible sufferings our thoughts
naturally go to Kwan-Yin, the Goddess
of Mercy, who has influenced the
Chinese life for centuries. In the hearts
of the Chinese people She has a
unique place.  She is worshipped in
China as the World Mother. The people
of China regard her as a Saviour, Giver
of Solace, a Mother who lends Her ear
to all petitions and cries of pain. She
assumes suitable forms at pleasure to
save mankind. She is called Saptakoti-
buddha-Matr—Mother of Seven Kotis
of Buddhas. Like the Hindu conception
of Durga, Chandi, She is regarded in
the Chinese religion as Chun-t-i_—the
Shakti aspect of the Divine. She is
depicted as having three eyes, Trilo-
chana. eighteen arms, Ashtadasa-bhuja,
a mark of security, Abhayanda Mudra,
and as holding a Vajra. All these show
the Power aspect of the Deity. Itis
most wonderful to see Power and Com-
passion blended in the person of the
World Mother. When we think of
China, let us not forget this Divine
Being. As the world is marching to-
wards a New Era, let each woman be-
come a reflection of this mighty Mother
by becoming a creator of new human
civilization.  May Hér Power and Com-
passion inspire us to build the New
World !
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A CALL TO MOTHERH
(March 25th is Mothers' Day)

i ivine Glories. Who
1 honour and praise 'of Divine
M‘AN'Y Songs have bfeetr;]esu&goﬁ‘]r;r' c;o that it may ring through th(te vyorltis,
will sing the Song © hio of Motherhood, calling My ministrants in the
summoning all to the worsnip he altars of their hearts

kindle upon t .
myriad living Temples of Motherhood ?toWhlo will be My messengers to remind

the mighty Fire of STg:xifiiicderzg?esi())/verOtherhOOdf of its.nobhle sanctit{({msodg::;
'the hv.«orld ofdthenisp of the Mother-Life, My chdd_relr_\ ln?t e many king
Ir:a)t/ lLsnor::/e“z; coar:wvfortgand a rest long absent from their |ve§ S

’ . : ood ? In every kingdom of nature

Do‘you know hox}:/ gclior:ussul;slimrl?t?‘i:hthe fiercest of creature}s1 be.comiafs

the period of Mother oc;t selfish full of sacrifice, the weakesI: m}:g tél in she p;
infinitely tender, .the rgoch is the transmuting power of Mqt_ er ooE, w t‘}:
fyorgetful protection. U he time into the sp\endouf of its Divinity. Even the
lifts the lowest nature for the " faint consciousness of the Immanence of

j : it .
;/:ry f\ﬁhy:call_'bedL)JlniI\t;seerlsfalgloav:]ij V:; those in whom the ineffable mystery of
e Mother-Lite ’

Q0 ene isi | ry f the crea ive
Motherhood dwells is op d a marvellous vision of the glory o h ‘ .t'
r f Lif l:: tlhat which is the supreme and g!onous wonder of Divini y.
power o Ite, O t

Motherhood is the supreme
i than Motherhood, for od | .
What is there more Wofngfrr?fllection in every living SparkTﬁf ?ITI Llie.eneA:i[ ftltlngei
Act of God, with perre o e seed is Motherhood. The fully-op ‘
are through Motherhood. 10 - of itself, and lives on through eternity

erpetuates its glory i hood is the effulgent brightness of
5‘ ;)ct after act of Motherhood. Motherhoo o e rood s the great

Lo : darkness of Time. ! . g
Etedrnity, ghStVei/T:ng abT;fPS\terﬁzzd is, there is joy and peace, in comparison with
edeemer. ere

i for the privilege of entering

: - I h rice to pay VoI 4 ?

WhlC|h the pa;smg pain ;jokz;;rahosspiz tﬁle consummation of all things. Mother
so glorious a kingaom:

; g of Divinity at every stage of its un-
hood is the fulfilment of life, ;Pr\neef{;r\gte}::r%ood. O who has been a mother

foldment. ~ Motherhood is S:%r has entered a Heaven. What m[;'reAsplinl:M
has gazed upon Paradise la woman reverently to achieve the su |m1}t1y of her
work for man than to help lendid work for woman th_an to perfqrm tfe sacrelaé
womanhood ? What moffhes\'p in her own person, of mhthe sgtr}\)/metz hae:vg\:vn
ment of Motherho;)dShel“ > every woman be a mot er% ei ert o her own
all too motherless 2 hildren, to those who arq starving _?r wan R
children or to My other ¢ re active in My Service, and womal\‘r;; r
hood ? If every woman We | misery. all loneliness, all despair, wou 1sa£Peac;
?onoured, all wretchedniss; athese where Motherhood abides in strength an
or there is no room

tenderness.

__From The World Mother
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A Day of Victory

N spite of ‘situations” in various
nearing theatres of war—or per-
haps because of them_ March 1st was
a day of Victory, of great warmth and
happiness in Adyar and with all friends
everywhere, for it was the birthday of
Srimati Rukmini Devi, our Editor.

In Adyar, the morning was heralded
with the festival sound of drum and
pipe, and Rukmini Devi came to her
room where lights and flowers traced
out a pattern of welcome on the floor.
Many came at once to greet her and
later at Damodar Gardens (the home
of the Besant Theosophical School),
she was greeted by Adyar residents
and by the many friends and the various
activities to whom and to which she is
so close.

It is quite extraordinary on such a
day to review the wide and widening
field of Rukmini Devi's influence. Yes,
Kalakshetra we know, and we know
what a difference she has brought
about in Indian culture with Kalakshetra :
the Besant Theosophical School we
know, and we know how the School
has become greater because of her
drawing so near to every student and
staff member; the Theosophical So-
ciety we know, and it is not difficult to
fink her wonderful Theosophical past
to a still more wonderful future. to
say nothing of the wonderful present ;
but, do we know the South Indian
Humanitarian League over which she
presides, and how very near its work is
to her ideals ? Do we know about the
Montessori Association and her close
working together with Mme. Montes-
sori ? We know, | think, of the World
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Federation and the All-India Federa-
tion of Young Theosophists and what
she means to youth ; there is also that
steady-working and inspiringly idealistic
body of young people known as the
Order of the Round Table, an inter-
national Order working throughout the
world of which Rukmini Devi is the
Senior Knight. Read the address which
was presented to her on this occasion
and you will find that her life covers
so_much and so broadly, and though
it is difficult to place it on record in an
address, perhaps the most important
thing that everyone felt on March st
was that Rukmini Devi has time always
for warm and deep friendship.—she
has time for those who are not quite
so fortunate, who need the smile and
the helping hand. It is not merely so
many words—it is solid and practica
fact.

In the evening there was a dinner
party at the School and Kalakshetra
Hostel. After dinner everyone went
to the playing fields where mats and
chairs had been arranged under the
brilliant full moon. Everybody felt happy
and like one large family, and though
perhaps thoughts of war and the dis-
tress were present, this gathering was
@ positive challenge to gloom and
depression.

As the groups broke up one by one
and went their various ways under the
Adyar moon, it was with a veritable
reservoir of warmth, friendliness and
good cheer engendered by the light
which shone all day kindled by her in
whose honour the festival had been
celebrated. A

Srimati Rukmini Devi

On the occasion of this your birthday, we give
you our sincere and loving greetings. This is
indeed a day of joy and inspiration for us all.

All of us who have the happinefs of living and
working with you in Adyar reah'se how F;reat a
privilege it is to be associated with you in your
inspiring spiritual and cultural work. By your
unique life and influence you reveal to us a new

and ever-broadening aspect of The Ancient

Wisdom.

India finds in you a true spiritx}al herald pro-
claiming the dawn of Her new hfe. and.culture,
The world of animals and birds finds in you a

great friend for you have entered their hearts

as few ever can.
We are proud of your leadership and feel secure

in your compassion and in the beauty of your

affectionate comradeship. There is no better

ift. therefore, that we can give from the depth
gf c’mr gratitude than whole-hearted dedication
o

to your work and loyalty to the magnificent

iri ission.
spirit of your mi
We ask for you the blessing of a long and happy
1'{2 so that the world may more quickly grow
i

to that splendid goal towards which you unceas-
0

ingly point the way.

Adyar
1-3-42

An address presented to Rukmini De

the occasion of her birthday.

vi on behalf of her friends on



Birthday

Address

Ist of March was the birthday of our Editor. In connection with the cele-
brations there was a gathering of all those who desired to greet her in the
premises of the Besant Theosophical School, Adyar. To the greetings and

addresses Rukmini Devi replied :

&

RUKMINI DEVI

l:RlENDS, { have to thank all of you

for making this birthday for me
a very happy day, not merely because
you have said and done so many beau-
tiful things, but because | feel there is
the expression of your affection and
triendship for me that counts above
everything else.

When ! awoke this morning | was
greeted tirst by the President,’ and
then my thoughts went to many many
others. | thought of C. W. Leadbeater.
This is the day cn which he passed
away. He is a great inspiration to me.
Many years ago, before I thought of
learning to dance, he told me | would
be engaged in cultural work. 1 did not
think it possible, because | did not feel
F'was musical, | was not learned. Though
| did not disbelieve him, I thought |
could not fulfil such a great ideal. Qut
of love for art | started to learn danc-
ing, though music was always my great
passion. | did not expect anybody
would like my dancing. When | was
praised it came as a surprise, and |
asked whether the praise was real.
| only expected to go on and improve
in dancing, not as an ordinary means of
scif-expression but as a means to an
end— in the dance both the means and
the end are spiritual _because | hoped
through the dance to do some good

' Of The Theosophical Society, Dr. Arundale.

for the world and particularly India.
| still have that idea and so | offered
myself to the Great Teachers.

However much you may appreciate
me, according to my own understand-
ing, | have a fong way to go to fulfil
my ideals. | know | must work towards
that end, and as there are so many
ideals, it is very difficult. The arts |
love, for in Art you bring to earth all
that is beautiful. Through Art you bring
heaven to earth.

| feel so much needs to be done in
education, for we must have an ideal
education, an education of mind, of
emotion, of bringing down into the
lives of the young a spirit of dedication
to the Motherland and to the World as
a whole. We must have an education
on cultural lines, so that every single
person from this School will go into
the world as a cultured person. Whether
we agree or disagree with one another
is of little importance. What matters
is that we go forth as truly cultured
persons to represent the very soul of
our Mothertand.

In one of your greetings you have
said that the animals have taken me to
their hearts. | know that | have taken
them to my heart. | hope in the future
} shall be able to -do more, whatever
| may be doing, for them. Only one
ideal stands out and that is the Ideal of
Beauty. Translated in beauty of life,
we have Compassion, the highest ideal
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of Beauty. In this marvellous atmos-
phere of friendship and compassion |
shall endeavour to become a miniature
reflection of those Great Teachers who
have taught the highest ideals and have
shown forth in Their own lives the Ideal

of Beauty. If we can follow Them we
can bring the highest spiritual Idealiser
into the world. | am very grateful tc
all of you and | thank you from the
bottom of my heart for your kind anc
affectionate wishes.

A Light-Bringer

The Third All-India Montessori Training
Course was prorogued on 8th February. Bl:-r
Editor presiding. Tributes were paid totisti;
Montessori by the students through an ?’IIP v
cally written address and also by the Sayti
of Madras, by Mr. T. R. Venkatrama astr
and by Dr. Arundale. Here follow extr?c s
from the address and Dr. Montessori s reply.

[ 4
THE ADDRESS
of the Third

E, the students the Th
All-India Montessori Tramgwlg
Course, greet you and pay our humble

and reverential homage to you.
The vast sweep which you have takfn
in your addresses and the scientinic
facts on which you have based them,
the new conception of t.he greatness
and the power of the child which |'you
have given us, and finally, the sublime
heights to which you have taken us
and the subtle transformation whlchhyou
have brought about in usT_,aH these
have feft a lasting impression on us
which we shall neve? forget. 1
You, Mr. Montessori, have beendt e
true interpreter of the soul of our dear
mother. You have given us 8 ghm'pze
into the spiritual insight'o.f her ft‘:md‘;
In you we have found a living emood

ment of what a Montessori teacher
should be.

The present terrific conflict which
has now extended into a world war
has more than convinced us that the
orthodox method of education is faulty
and it has revealed to us the urgent
necessity of bringing about a radical
change in that method or perhaps bet-
ter, a complete overhauling.

You, our Mother, were the first to
make an epoch-making discovery of the
sensitive pericds of infancy and apply
them in education—a discovery which
is bringing about a revolution in our
methods of teaching.  You have been
the first to fight for the rights of the
child and to insist on providing him
with an environment which is suitable
to the needs of his development where
he could grow in freedom, unhampered
and undisturbed.

Your ideas on freedom, discipline
and work, your ingenious didactic ap-
paratus which keeps alive the interest
of the child in his work, the miraculous
transformation you have brought about
in the character of the child by your
method from that of a * tormentor to
a cheerful worker, from that of a
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destroyer to a zealous custodian, from
that of a noisy, boisterous, disorderly
child to an orderly child full of spiritual
calm,” —these have been some of the
most unique features of your method.

You have given us a new vision as
regards the place and functior of the
child and of the Montessori teacher in
the New Order which is coming.

You are a light-bringer. We pledge
ourselves to keep that light which you
have lighted burning in our hearts and
do our utmost to spread your unique
message in our little worlds.

DR. MONTESSORI’'S REPLY

The address presented has indicated
that even more than being sensitive
and receptive, you, my students, have
shown the creative spirit. You have not
taken merely that which | have given.
Something very far beyond me, very
much higher, has spoken to you. To

that voice you have listened. Even in
the very far past it was announced that
humanity should be uplifted by a small
child, that the small child would be the
greatest, the most important person,
almost the King in the Kingdom of
Heaven, and the Guide on the Path of
Law, of Truth, and of Life. The child
with what he reveals is the guide for
the betterment of the world.

Gather round the child, so that the
child-spirit may triumph. It takes those
who are sensitive to aid in the penetra-
tion of the child-spirit throughout the
world.  What am | to tell you more
than you have told me? It is you who
have given. It is you who have gone
beyond the understanding of my words.
Continue to work. Take that light and
spread that light and may the blessing
of God be upon you. | am at this
moment as a child and you are as
teachers who have irradiated my heart,
and | thank you.

THE SWING OF THE PENDULUM

it is perfectly clear that both India and China . .

. will exercise

a tremendous influence upon the future of the civilization of the world.
| imagine that the West will go partly into obscuration and that the
East will come partly into prominence after the war is over. There are
these swings of the pendulum ever taking place. The West has
dominated, the West has conceived its own literature, its own art its,
own pre-eminence in so many directions, as the last word in civilization.
But the West and the rest of the world has to learn that there is

another word also to be spoken:.

And if that word can be spoken by

India and China together it will have a tremendous influence.

-—G. S. ARUNDALE

.‘Elephant Saves Cat

N amazing act of animal sagacity
was seen the other day at
Trivandrum. An elephant was plan}flndg
poles to act as pillars for a huge she 5
Lifting the poles with its tusks, it \:/;e
methodically setting them up N e
pits arranged for them. But(;)r: re <h
ing a particular pit it refuseh 2:) n
the pole. No amount of shouti gake
brandishing of sticks sgrved to mthe
the animal change its mind. Twnf)et °
mahout urged the tusker on, 'uand
each case it looked at the pit e
retreated. lts refusal was most poin ess,
yet there was no sign of restlessne
ight.
othlg that moment some One fsrtoen;
among the watching crowd sugge

that the pit be examined, and to the

i trembling cat
dismay of the mahout aThe enpant.

was taken out of it.

without waiting for the customary signal
from the mahout, now raised and
planted the pillar, and the crqwd re-
warded him liberally with plantains and
sugarcane. '
The commencement of every im-
portant religious event in Travancore
is marked by the planting of a sacred
pillar, otherwise known as Kalanattu,
and a skilled elephant is invariably em-
ployed. It is surprising to watch the
process, for the sagacious creatyre,
after waiting for the earth to be filled
in around the base of a pillar, will often
step back, inspect the result, and then
dexterously correct any variation there
may be from the exact perpendicular.

—N.PH.

(From The [ilustrated Weekly of India,
January 11, 1942}

Elements of Education

LADY STEWART, wife
to have recommen

wtve H”
the fl\I/'Tealth, Hand, Heart,
DR. GEORGE

education i

The phrase the three R's
education 13 well-knqwn .

Reading, WRiting:
Some years ago @ fo

Religion.
FoHowing' the an
set forth the e
four S's

SERVICE. STUDY, S

Jements of

scheme of edu

S. ARUNDALE has‘.often em
s for the three H
Healthiness. Happiness,

cient ideals of

of the Governor of Bihar, is reported

ded, according to The Hindu, (15-1-1942)

cation -
Head, Heaven.

phasized that

s
Helpfulness.
" as constituting the elements of

Rithmetic.
urth R was added :

education, DR. ANNIE BESANT
the student’s life under ““ the

IMPLICITY, SELF-CONTROL.
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The Pros and Cons '

THE other day | went into a large

music store in London to buy a
piece of music. | had heard this piece
played on the wireless and had rather
liked the arrangement. Naturally, | in-
quired whether they had this arrange-
ment ; they had not, but they had an-
other one. | glanced through it: no,
it was not the same. | pointed out
that the arrangement | wanted would
sound, as | thought, very good on the
organ. The young man said that there
was a very good arrangement for the
argan. What did | do? [ bought the
arrangement they had and asked them
to get the organ copy, and they said
they would try to get the arrangement
I wished, though it might be difficult,
as it was a German arrangement. The
young man pointed out that | would
have three copies of the same thing.
“Yes,” | said “but [ shall be able to
judge its worth all the better.”

What is the reason for my telling you
all these details ? It is this: | bought
three arrangements of the piece of
music to enable me to judge its worth
better. | still went on trying for the
particular_one | desired, but | took the

oth So, |

By JOAN V. GALE

and that the plan will be fulfilled some
day, but—and here is where my story
comes in—we must find out and con-
sider all the different ideas which are
abroad at present. By this | mean
that we must weigh up both the pros and
the cons so that our knowledge is com-
plete. Se many people read about a
subject from one angle only and quite
forget that the opposite view has some
very good points too, though they may
be wrongly applied. It is no good
reading someone else’s precis of the
opposite view because that person may
be prejudiced. Read it yourself and
form your own opinion. Here again |
would put in a warning. While you are
studying the opposite viewpoint, do not
fose sight of your own objective. Keep
that in your eye always, whatever you
are doing.

| feel that the young people in par-
ticular should consider this because, as
I said before, they are the pecple to
lead in the future. Therefore they
must have knowledge. As they are
young, their brains are young and, if
they will, they have the time to spend
on study. “learn to understand all
things, the evil as well as the good."”

—From Theosophical News and Notes

A
1
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i

f Lsible to him who believes ; they are less difficult
\ to him who hopes; they are easier to him who loves ; and still more
easy to him who practises and perseveres in these three virtues.

--BROTHER LAWRENCE

dw;lndp;ubhshed by C. Subbarayudu, at the Vasanta Press, Adyar, Madras.




MESSAGE | / ’ ’,

THE tsme e§ hard and the work is heavy, but we must remem°'
ber that we are an advance guard, sent forward by the great :
- omm:mder td‘bear the brunt of the attacks from superstmoh} wlo
and bcgotry o that the next generatuon may live in a purer e
‘,‘.‘;;atl'hOSphere and devebp nobler characters The coming civili-’ o
a0 zatcon the 'wlizatnon of the New Era, cannot be built up tni(
2 worst elements of the present are purged away from ouf
Aldst Glonous is the task of facing ferrible odds ‘in the
Erytce of the anc0ent RISI‘NS of the: Motherland we are part : ’_" Ty
‘o‘F__ the army of the Lnght and victory is inevitable. We know T
oir Chiefs’; we trust our Commander the Flag that we bear
'bfhzoned wath the Star n the East, the Star whuch by a
‘héautaful conncndente is the Star of lndla - For us, there is no

i AP

ar, no. doubt for we know our goal and the road to it. Keep
thEn in. your hearts the Peace of the Etemal abndmg int

’;ANME BESANT -
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Now, suddenly, the cry rings across the land : ** To Arms! The Motherland is in

d I To Arms ! "
anger ' 1o Arms —ANNIE BESANT

The Crow’s Nest

IT is very interesting how Politics and War have ‘taken the Forefron't of
everyone's mind today irrespective of the normal interests and vocation.
The safety of our people, the anxieties as to the 'future and personal
problems which have come crowding in upon us owing to the complete
dislocation of normal activities have temporarlly'put a stop to all thoughts
but our Country and War. Musicians and artlsts'have ’eflt Madras long
ago, children are away from school and therefore |n ? sma lslr or greatelz
degree, even the ordinary villager has become politician. y own wor

along cultural lines has temporarily stopped, nor does my mind regret
it. Th are great times and no time could give a greater oppor-
. ese

life for each individual.
i fe for the world and a new
tumtyThforA:is ni::;elrlsetalk of a new World Order. | do not be'heve in their
ing Ofe Ordepr but that a new World must come there |”s no doubt*.
Will it be a better World ? It depends upon Us. We are all so sure ©
61
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our wi "
wisdom and our opinions. We can only go upon our own convic-

tions—but must we be so sure of our sureness ? Only the wise will say
Fhat even when we are most sure, we give room for our own mistaken
judgments. When and before the new world comes, we need new
leaders. Why does the Youth of today stay quiet, compl'etely docile and
acceptir\g everything that the leaders say? Can we not make a
Campaign for new, original and commonsense thinking and planning for
the future of our country ? Does it matter which organisation we bglon

to—the Congress, Muslim League, Hindu Mahasabha? Can we nogt
accept that which is right from each and belong to no party what-
ever.? | feel that to belong to a political party means the acceptance
of dictatorship. Why not respect all but accept only that which af) eals
to ?ur clear and sane judgments? How | wish this could be andphow
| wish for a New Leader with genius and fire—with a vision of the
future, with a spirit of India—who does not reject what he can absorb

from the present or past, who has in him (or her as the case may be)

a complete understanding of all castes and creeds. This is a big order

but | e .
. .ut if the Youth of India stirs into activity and starts to take things
in his hands, genius will come.

Every country has miss Hiac -
s0 has India. y ed opportunities ;

> s e ‘Must we continue ? New blood, a new attitude and a fresh
:nt] ?\. view is needed today. | cannot see any hope of a United India
il this happens. | do not blame the present leaders, but they are

all i i
used to each other and pride will stand in the way unless some one
comes to whom nobody is used.

But where, éls}e;m hope ?
. . RN .I“J‘"' e ~‘ \

e '\’O
/ \

This may be a strange point of view.

THE WAY OF RELIGION

The following is po

Ahmed, Law Member to the Government of India,

By SYED SULTAN AHMED

rtion of an address by the Hon'ble Sir Sultan Syed

at the All Religious conference

held on the 14th March 1942 at the Town Hall in Delhi. We are grateful to the
Hon'ble Member for permission to use his address in our journal.

ERE in this great land of Majma-
ul-Bahrein, unity of religions must
be a tangible truth, too glorious to
miss. Where the Fagirs of Sarhind and
Pakpattan mingled their messages with
those of the Sanyasis of Benares and
Prayag, we need but mutely think of
this truth and better not argue. Where
Kabir and Nanak, Rajjab and Ravidas,
Paltoo and Prannath, Baba Lal and Dadu
Dayal sang of “both Allah the Boqntlful,
and Ram . we have only to lift our
heart to The Most High, to the One™
God, who equally inspired the Upanishad
and the Qoran [ God is one without a
second " _Upanishad ; There is no
God but God " __Qoran).
Where Amir Khusro and ?opa{l Nayak
layed together in the realm of music,
an{ Abulg Fazl and Raja Todar Mal
worked for the cohesion of an empire,
the tak of co-operation s indeed
superfluous. Yet, such s our cruel
irony that this very hallowed !and_
where the pre-Aryan, the Buddhist and
the Zoroastrian, the Sufi and the Bhagat,
the Vedanta and the Qoran, Sanskrit
and Persian, the East and the West,
put forth melodies in a grand Orchestra
" chould be torn with the war of creeds.
Ours is par excellence the land of
unity, of peoples and religions and cul-
tures. And yet it is this country that

is today subject to the bitterest depri-
vation for want of an agreement. We
are perhaps the most fantastic of * pro-
digal sons.”

“|IKE IN DIFFERENCE”

Religions of different groups of men
at different stages of their progress
under different conditions of their moral
needs are just “‘Not like to like, but
like in difference.” This is because
these men themselves have in their
very being a kindred touch in spite
of their individualities and variations
through ages and climes. There lies
the root of the essential contact of all
religions and cultures.

The unity of all religions foflows the
unity of men. Mankind is one. From
the day of his appearance on the earth,
the rational man has been endlessly
altering and multiplying types, but all
within the limits of a single species—
the Homo Sapiens. This, as Julian
Huxley says, is indeed a great wonder
that no other animals have such an
amazing diversity in unity ; while Aldous
Huxley is surprised that there is so
little unlikeness in view of the immense
variance. . .

Religion stands for man'’s ultimate
relationship with his Maker. It ex-
presses his joy of union with the Divine.
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It is the perfection of the sense of
beauty in human thought, the sweetest
flowering of love. In an emotion so
high strung, a conception so serene
and elevated, there may be but pleas-
ing differences,—as between the
several notes in music, differences but
not differing and making for harmony.
Religious antagonism is a gross con-
tradiction in terms, a perversion of
values. It is the very negation of
religion, a vile simulation of the pret-
tiest of feelings, a miserable misre-
presentation of the sublimest of pas-
sions. The religious lores of the Hindu,
Buddhist, Zoroastrian, Christian and
Muslim are full of messages of love.
Says the Gospel, '* As the Father has
loved Me, sc have | loved you. Asl
have loved you, you are to love one
another. | have told you this that My
joy may be within you and your joy
complete . The Qoran speaks of God

as “Love” and as the ** Author of
Peace.”

WAR OF CREEDS

Yet the war of creeds has been long,
relentiess and catastrophic. Creation
seems to spin back to the age of the
reptiles. Alas, it was the snake that
gave wisdom to man. To echo the
agonised query of Sir Sarvapalli': “Is
it a matter for surprise that some
people believe that a malignant demon
sat by the cradle of the infant human
race ? "

Not only different religions are to be
viewed as complements of one an-
other, but also religion and science are
to be regarded as allies. Religion need,

1 Sir S. Radhakrishnan, the well-known ex-
ponent of Hindu philosophical thought.

of course, not be confused with ritual.
The former is the spiritualisation of our
belief ; the Ilatter, at one time its
aesthetic and social counterpart, is more
often than not the mechanisation of
taith. Happily modern science has no
quarrel with religion as such.

BROTHERHOOD OF MAN

If we care to reach the heart of our
religions and look into the inetffable
light that the Messengers of God had
lighted, we should not fail to realise
that not only all religions are united in
spirit, but all human beings too. “ Man-
kind was a single nation ", says the
Qoran (Chap. I, 9). In fact, brother-
hood of man is the corner-stone of all
the great religions of the World. What-
ever stands in the way of implementing
this truth is to be resisted. That barrier
is to be removed to make way for the
progressive movement of a federal
world. It is this sense of a higher ful-
filment that puts India under complete
and unqualified obligation to oppose
the reactionary force of the Axis powers
as long as they choose to be reac-
tionary.

Recently in anxious quest of political
and economic equality, men have lost
sight of social and human equality. In
their effort at widening the circle of
affiliation they have learnt so far to
think, in terms of * Federation of
Anglo-Saxon speaking peoples,” * Eu-
rope must come together,” “* Asia is
one,” and so on. But why should we
halt even here? Our huge task is to
see that mankind is an organised whole,
bound in relations of a living band.
As long as there is sectional affection,
there will remain feverish rivalry, blind
hatred, and ruinous war. The salvation
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lies not in the co-ordination of a country
or even a Continent.

WILL TO UNITY

Religion should not be a compart-
mental virtue, concerned Wl.th mutter-
ing hymns and observing 'rltgals for a
few hours or days. Nor is it a dope
for retirement. There is sgqh a thing
as active principle in a religion which
helps the functioning of a cfomplete
man. The recognition of unity of all
religions must be an article of faith
with us, entering into every deed we
do, every thought we think, every ex-
pression of our personality. We haye
met inva in today in the name of religion
if we return home v_wth nothing more
than a paper resolution and no will to
build a massive unity. The Qoranic
message that «We make no distinc-
tions '~ (Chap. Il, 136) shquld .stimgl.ate
us to harmonise all our individualities.
We live in sheer ignorance of the truth
of the religious orders in which we are
born if we do not cultivate the religion
of man inherent in and common to all
great refigions of our heritage.

BUILDING HUMAN SOCIETY

The time has come for building up a
whole human society with the vitalising
essentials of all religions. .When love,
and not political deals, VY\“ resume ‘;ts
sovereign rule, human unity cannot be
far behind. International  diplomacy
alone is not good enough tor lmp]}f-
menting a federal *world. “.Pu'tllt y
cleverness away,’ urges Ka'blr, o;e
is something other than this, and. e
who has sought it truly has tound it.
Today, however, the soft haqd of love
is thrust aside by the mailed fist.

2

Over human affairs today, two
charmed words prevail practical ”
and “ realistic . as if a Clemenceau
achieved more than Christ for his
people. And all the prophets of I.ndia,
China and Arabia are held up to ridicule.
Yet at no period of history has the
world been in greater need of harking
back to the great utterances of the
Sages of old :

Bible.—'* Blessed are the peace-makers,
for they shall be called the children of God’

Matthew, v, 9
? Qeov:ar:/.——"God calleth to the abode of

peace -—x, 26.
Vedas.— O earth peace ; O atmosphere
peace ; O heaven peace ; peace, peace ! )
| appease whatever is horrible, cruel, evil.
Peacelul, favourable, let all here be
calm.”-—Atharved, xix.

The talk of the new world order is on
every lip. Nations often sit together
to order world unity. But their voice
< not heeded by the forces of history.
For, leaders of nations meet with head
too full of politics. They want the
iHlumination of love to see that it is the
life breath of the Maker that makes the
whale world kin : «“ Then He made him
complete and breathed into him of His
Spirit.”  When in the light of this spirit
mankind will as of old look at their
common soul, on that day this very
world will be transformed into a newer
world | A new heaven and a new earth
are ever in process of creation. For
instance, what a new Arabia and a new
human outlook was brought about by
the Holy Prophet during his lifetlme'!
The greater a truth is, the more mani-
foldis it in its bearing, exhaustive in its
application. Let this prophecy guide
our hands, and our hearts, in recon-
structing the new world order that must

be imminent.



Our Common HeritagewC}{ina

and India

By RUKMINL DEVI

A talk broadcast from Madras on China Day, the 7th March. We are
indebted to the AIR, Madras, for their kindness in permitting us to reproduce

this talk in our journal.

i IT is a happy occasion for one who is
studying particularly the greatness

and culture of every nation to speak of
the cultural heritage of India and China.
The oldest civilizations in the world are
the Chinese and the Indian, and there
has been for centuries a natural attrac-
tion and bond between these two na-
tions. Both to the Indian and to the
Chinese people a spiritual philosophy of
life in terms of everyday living has had an
irresistible attraction. There is no doubt
in the minds of those Indians who are
above nationality and yet embody the

very Soul of India, that from our ancient

Indian culture there can be brought
into modern life such great inspiration
as alone can produce great arts. India
has had the inestimable privilege of
having had born on her soil many of
the greatest Teachers of humanity, like
Lord Krishna, Sri Rama, Sri Sankara-
charya, and the great Lord Buddha.
Until modern times, when unfortunate-
ly superficiality came into the world,
India has always been the healthy soil
on which could flourish Religion, Philos-
ophy, the Arts—Music, Dance, Archi-
tecture, Painting, Literature—-and every
form of learning and Science.

The greatest of India’s teachings have
been those famous words which were

uttered for the first time by the great
Bhishma, on his bed of arrows : **Ahim-
sa is the Highest Dharma.” Both in
times of peace and war India has al-
ways responded to this ideal. Perhaps
the ideal has not been understood and
practised always as wisely as it should
have been, but nevertheless the ideal
attracts our people, and the very Em-
bodiment and Personification of that
ideal was the Lord Buddha, who wan-
dered throughout the whole of India
preaching this truth until He was old.
By the charm of His face and His
magnetism, He made everyone forget
all but the most beautiful in life. His
teachings remain, but we miss His
presence and His personality, for with a
few words, and often with no words at
all He changed men as He passed by
in the streets and highroads. ~ As is so
beautifully stated by Sir Edwin Arnold
in the Light of Asia:

. . : The slayer hid his knife ;

The robber laid his plunder back; the
shroff

Counted full tale of coins ; all evil hearts *

Grew gentle, kind hegrts gentler,

Kings at fierce war called truce ; the sick men
leaped

Laughing from beds of pain; . . .

. . . the Spirit of our Lord

Lay potent upon man and bird and bseast. . . .
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« ideal has spread all over the
wo-l;::f slo far indeed that in _Chma peo-
ple of another race but with that.els-
sential response to the same prmcuge
were conquered by His teachings. DBut
the Chinese went one step further than
we did in India. They became follow-
ers of the Lord Buddha. Their nation
pecame Buddhist and their culture was
the embodiment of Ahimsa, in their
own equivalent, Benevolence. Benev-
olence has always been Athe mc:t
wonderful quality of the Chlnese. hs
the result of their philosophy the
Chinese have also responded to fi\eal;‘t.y
i everyday life. And so, Wét d;h(s
benevolent blessing of the Lord Bu t:;
China grew from great to k;grea er
heights. This oneness of spirit broug
a unity with India. Wise Chinese sages

orshipped at the altar of India’s great-
\r':/ess and great Indians bow before th:
teachings of Confucius, Lao-Tze, an
Ot}}?\:. Chinese not only took the Lord
Buddha into their innermost bemgsdb:lt
in so many other ways t_hey seg;\n;a d.ao
be moving on parallel lines w»tCh_n ia.
The principle of Kwap~Ym, the Chinese
counterpart of thelndian Avalokn;esvaa;a,
who became the Mother Spirit of t 3
Nation, who inspired every woman darjn
every child of China, who was, an VS&;
the Goddess of Mercy, became suc
an exquisite conception tbat |‘t ga\é(e)
culture and beauty and idea \snr:iem
wornanhood. Though many mo o

eople consider that Chinese wom
" kept in purdhe and are unhappy,
e hey consider that the women
unhappy. from the Chinese

oint of view, as also from the |nd|a2,
woman is the Mother ; woman i$ sgcre
and the beauty of womanhood is rev

just as t
of India are

erenced for the unequalled inspiration
she gives to the nation, for the love
she gives to her children, and for the
holy principle she represents to her
children. That is why both Chinese
and Indian women, except when they
are modernized, are so different from
women of the Western world. The
subtlety and fineness of the feminine
magnetism they represent is by far the
most exquisite among the womanhood
of the world. It may not be under-
stood by others but it is pure and
true.

In religion also there is this oneness.
Just as Hinduism is fundamentally a
philosophy of life rather than mere
religion, just as Hinduism is compqsed
of myriads of thoughts and contribu-
tions of the Great until it has become
ke a limitless ocean of splendid,
teaching, so in a similar way has China
added to herself the faiths and teach-
ings of the Great, and so also is her
religion a philosophy of life. The
Chinese believe in the dharma of learn-
ing to live together in mutual good-
will.  To know how to live and how to
react to one's surroundings is consider-
ed as the essence of religion, and their
spiritual aim is the perfect blending of
Beauty and Goodwill. In an old
Chinese classic called The Great Learn-
ing there is a saying : " The way of the
Great Learning is to illuminate the
ilustrious  virtue, to enlighten ths
people, and to realize perfect”Good,
Other proverbs say : “All beings should
«live . . . without injuring one an-
other " ; all lives should “lie parallel
without colliding against each other.”
How happy those days must have been
when there was so much cultural ex-
change between these two nations !
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In the arts also it is marvellous to see,
as every great artist in the world invari-
ably recognizes, the depth of under-
standing that the Chinese displayed.
Every art connoisseur, every art critic,
whether eastern or western, and every
poet and artist, respects and reverences
Chinese art. One feels when one sees
Chinese art, whether in painting or in
simple forms of embroidery,—which
are unfortunately dying out in these
modern times—whether in the old arts
of China vessels and pottery, that there
is the hallmark of a nation with thou-
sands and thousands of years of culture
behind it. There is a depth and truth
even in the simplest Chinese art, which,
however much they may copy, others
cannot express. There are many coun-
tries which have very beautiful expres-
sions of art, but, in my opinion, every
country must look to China as the
Mother of Beauty. Just as spiritual
principles influence the great and
wonderful arts of India, so have they
influenced China. How much of Chinese
art has been influenced by India it is
difficult to tell, but | know that China

has benefited from ancient India. We
should also benefit from China.

Their sense of colour is wonderfully
fine. Even when one looks at their
designs and their colour as it was, one
wonders whether they have been able
directly to capture something from
Heaven and bring it down to earth.
| can only compare such design and
colour to the beauty and rhythm of
India’s great learning, of India’s archi-
tecture, of her poetry, of her dance
and of her music.

| feel that these two nations knew the
secret of the spiritual reservoir which
they were able to touch, and in their art,
as is true of real expressions of Beauty,
there is not the monotony of uniformity.

One who is working for cultural up-
lift, as | am, cannot think of a better
ideal than that India and China should
plunge into the depths of their own
ancient culture and come together to
show to the world what true reconstruc-
tion is. | am told China is westernized.
So is India. We could both gain more

if India learns more from China while
China becomes more Indian.

THE DOCTRINE

TSZE-LU asked about energy.

The Master said, " Do you mean the
energy of the South, the Energy of the
North, or the energy which you should
cultivate yourself ?

“To show forbearance and gentle-
ness in teaching others: and not to
revenge unreasonable conduct: this is
the energy of the Southern regions,
and the good man makes it his study.

“To lie under arms : and meet death
without regret: this is the energy of
the Northern regions, and the forceful
make it their study.

OF THE MEAN

“ Therefore, the superior man culti-
vates a friendly harmony, without being
weak —How firm is he in his energy !
He stands erect in the middle, without
inclining to either side. How firm is
he in his energy ! When good principles
prevail in the government of his coun-
try, he does not change from what he
was in retirement. When bad princi-
ples prevail in his country, he maintains
his course to death without changing.
How firm is his energy !

CONFUCIUS

rT'he Warden on Watch

N duty in Adya are Wardens of
@ the A. R. P. service. All dliy
and all night. They watch—on l:e
alert for the enemy’s approach. e)‘/l
are filled with a sense of .duty téa a
that makes up the Adyar life. Vﬁn
the stones, plants and of course the
animal creatures must come under the
Wardens watch. He is not there m:rg-
ly as a servant of the.people buth 9; :Z
there for the protection of all \tNat 5
dear to life itselffﬁtl'_\erefore his Wa ce
is full of interest, it c_annpt}becc?mal
tedious for he is a tiny |nfnn|fteisa§lmht-
outpost of the consciousness © I‘g -
eousness. His thought turns in its err
ness to wonderful fields qf dlsgol\éeo);
and he creates avsro(tiectmg shie

is Wara.

enzlgyniagr:t‘,mgshltshe broad waters quw
past the jovely gardens anhd l}\rtr;
houses, lightless and still, t rf:ugar -
come in an ever changing flow o vth);t
ing colours. How strange lth|s at
one is here at all, sitting in the thJ ot
night with its display of shootr‘ngt;:re
and its sailing moon. Why Isd ere
war ? Who really willed it an thIé
As these gquestions come thedw W
earth seems to turn qnd sngh anh sc; le
down again to the grim t01_| of the |tgh.
and it seems somehow right that" is
war is here. Yet there fast fo os};}vs
another thought ; out there arfe the
Japanese-——how close or how ftar we
do not know__they are men as we
are, they love their Motherland, as \fNe
do, they are conyinced they hgl:{ or
the Right, as we do-—why shou wdece>
fear them ? But do we? No wi

not. To fear them would be to; Loyv
them further into the hands of their

evil slave-drivers—those who wish the
whole world to be enchained to the
rock of despair. How futile the V\_/hole
thing seems in this st_ill and luminous
night. A cricket  chirps. and a bat
emits his tiny song and a fish leaps and
the early bullock carts rumble across
the bridge—all is so beautiful and
tranquil. 4

In Russia there are men with frozen
limbs, women with suffering tamilies
toiling in homeless wastesg-ln.Polaind
there is worse for the moon will shine
tomorrow upon the greatest suffering
in the Western lands of tpdgy. In
China a great people are winning the
grimmest struggle by shere weight of
national temperament and courageous
simple living. Here in India the nlgbt
is yet lovely, it has not yet shown its
evil face—it is yet serene—" Halt !
< Halt1"_ what is this rift in the
night ? It is war and the distant rgmb-
ling bullock carts are stopped by distant
sentries. Ones breath is held —will
the carts go on? The rumbling starts
once more—a fish flaps the surface of
the water——and all is still again. What
fear was in the peasant drivers of
those carts? Did they not fear the
sudden, unwonted interruption of the|r
jogging unhurried journey ? What right
has man to torture man in this insane
way ? Can this war be in any way
righteous ? In the East the sky fightens
_“the night is about to withdraw.
Nature turns in her sleep and settles
down for her last dew-drenched dream.
Yes, this war is a war of Righteousness.
There are Those Who know what man
can do and man has not done those
things—and now he must do them.
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Why even sitting here on Watch one
can do much more than just awaiting
the signs of the enemy’s approach, or
await his onslaught from the skies.—for
A. R P.is not merely this, but it
is something positive—~something not
merely precautionary _something, it is
which is a creative setting up of protec-
tive, active battalions of thought, feeling

and spiritual power guided by the high-

est within. This is indomitable, even if

physically the “ worst ”* should happen.

The dawn breaks—the clocks strike
the early hours. The Japanese have
not come tonight. Will they come
this day ? What if they do? We know

what our duty is as Adyar awakens to
a new day.

It's Never Been Done Before

“It's never been done before!” How often do we hear this
objection to some new process, some new work or some reform.

Actually it is the weakest that could be made.

When Noah built the Ark it had never been done before, and
the same applies to George Stephenson's locomotive, Marconi's wire-
less, and countless other one-time wonders which the world now re-

gards as ordinary conveniences.

“It's never been done before!" has been the catch-cry of the
diehards and the reactionists ever since the world began.

Yet all the time mankind is seeking and praying for the things

that have never been done before.

The conditions of success in life are the possession of Judgment,

Experience, Initiative and Character.

~GUSTAVE LE BON.

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

One of our subscribers writes of our
Journal.

It is all the time becoming a more
interesting and artistic publication. 1
was glad to see the names of several
more of the real young citizens ap-
pended to articles (and good ones) in
the last issue. Surely more of the
young citizens could make contributions.

Should not the young people write for
their magazine, even though they may
at first feel a natural inexperience ? '

[We shall be very happy to receive
not only contributions from our young
friends but any suggestions and re-
marks as to how we can make the
journal more interesting.—M.]

4

<
~

The Pro‘phet«_;; .

o J

i Adyar on
Report (unrevised) of 2 _talk' at
10th ;Fz\pril (1941, the Prophet’s Birthday-

AD, the Prophet of
v ?2;?;4 was born in t.he ye‘a‘\r
570 of the Christian Era. His fami_liz
was among the noblest of Meccfa. e
was a posthumous child, l_)orn a terd.e
death of his father, and his r;\;)tahge; i o
was only six years .
x::nb}r’:ught up )f/irst by his gfzndfather
and then by his uncle Aba Talib.

At this time in Arabia, condltéc;::
were rather curious from our Mo ern
standpoint.  First there was mi)ze e
religion such as we would recoz_:]?tS > o
o the": WT-:Ire sToanneys “ Certain

ipping unshape es. i
z?g:f;s ?Nere considered ob]ect:1 o;;n_l‘c;rt.
ship, one of which was called t esmion
Though there was much su;loeren jon.
there was little akin to rea V;r gow.
The position of women v«‘/as andywere
They were practically chat{;‘: | were
transferred like slaves. enthe i
died his many wives became e pre
perty of his son. Furthermoreand -
cide, the kiling of chlldr.en,common.
pecially of girls, was qu1t<:he g
Living as they did among e
tribes, they wanted only a ce‘r i
ber of women, but more m?te\:/as e
they could be fighters. So| i N
common to kill the little girls as
they were born.

ut
But these tribes scattgredhthro‘;lg:\szip
Arabia were all linked in thetr
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of Mecca, where there was a‘certain
Holy Stone of meteorite origin, the
Kaaba. Just as in Greece there were
times of truce during the Olympic
Games. so during the periods of pilgri-
mage to the Kaaba all warfare ceasegi.
Mecca is still the Centre of the worship
of Islam, that Centre towards which, in
parts of the world, Muhammadans turn
at times of prayer.

Muhammad was a merchant and be-
came the manager of the estates of a
rich lady. He made two trips to Syria
where he observed the conditions
amongst the Jews. He was named
Ali Amin, trusty. In his twenty-fifth .
year he married Khadija, who was &%
widow of noble birth, then forty.

Muhammad was very very sensitive
to conditions around him, and was what
we would call today a visionary. Dunng
the course of his spiritual experiences
He received a new message of the
nature of an intense realizatiqn_ of God,
apart from all the superstitions and
practices of the tribes.  He hardly be-
lieved these revelations couldAbe more
than the imaginations of a dlsordefed
brain, and he thought he was going
crazy. Khadija, his wife, was thg flrs.t
to believe in him.  Then his cousin Ali,
and also his old uncle Abi Talib,

His message was of & pure form of
worship of God absolutely separate
from that of image-worship.  Very few
listened. They laughed at him and
called him a *“ dreamer.” In t.he course
of the first five years of his working
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and preaching, only about fifty followers
gathered around him. Because he de-
nounced certain idolatrous practices,
naturally he was subject to very great
persecution. He was considered a re-
volutionary and against all established
customs and all who believed in him
were also persecuted.

Under his direction a certain number
of his followers emigrated to Abyssinia
where they were given protection by
the Negus of the time. When the en-
voys of Mecca asked for the return of
the refugees, the Negus turned to
them and inquired what they had to
say : The brother of Ali, the spokes-
man, made a reply memorable in the
history of Islam :

“O King, we were plunged in the
depth of ignorance and barbarism ;
we adored idols, we lived in un-
chastity ; we ate dead bodies and we
spoke abominations ; we disregarded
every feeling of humanity and the
duties of hospitality and neighbour-
hood; we knew no law but that of
the strong, when God raised among
us a man of whose birth, truthful-
ness, honesty, and purity we were
aware ; and he called us to the Unity
of God, and taught us not to associ-
ate anything with Him ; he forbade
us the worship of idols ; and enjoined
us to speak the truth, to be faithful
to our trusts, to be merciful and to
regard the rights of neighbours ; he
forbade us to speak evil of women.
or to eat the substance of orphans ;
he ordered us to fly from vices and
to abstain from evil ; to offer prayers,
to render alms, to observe the fast.
We have believed in him ; we accept
his teachings and his injunctions to
worship God and not to associate

anything with Him.  For this reason
our people have risen against us,
have persecuted us in order to make
us forego the worship of God and
to return to the worship of idols of
wood and stone and other abomina-
tions. They have tortured us and

“injured us, until finding no safety

among them we have come to thy

country.”

Needless to say the Negus did not
return these refugees to Mecca. The
persecutions continuing, the Prophet
tinally on the 16th of July 622 made
that Flight or Hegira from which the
Muhammadan Era is dated. At Yathreb
the Prophet was received with wonder-
ful enthusiasm, the city changed its
name and was known as Medina or the
City of the Prophet.

It was during this period that He
gave a charter of Rights to the Chris-
tians. He realized that the Christians
had a belief in the Unity of God, and
he did not wish in any way to have
quarrels between his followers and the
Christians. He attempted also to build
a treaty of friendship between the Arabs
and the Jews, for they both had the
common tradition of looking backwards
to Abraham. He did not want them
to give up the worship of their God,
but wished them to live side by side in
friendship.  But the Jews began to plot
against him and he is forced to defend
his people.  So begins the life of Islam
as a militant faith. He returns victorious
and becomes the ruler of the Arab
tribes. He sends ambassadors to the
various religions. In 630 he conquers
Mecca and in 632 he passed away.

One of the problems of the historian
is to attempt to understand why a
magnificent teaching concerning the
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Unity of God should have become in-
volved in a religion of imperialism, why
Islam should have attempted to impose
s faith on others, and in doing Bso,
have taken the sword in .ha'nd. ;;t
history is confronted with similar gro t
lems in the case of most of the brea
Teachers whose teachings have been

transformed. N
Such a fire was invoked DYy &
teacL;uCings of the Prophet that like

a flame it spread from country to
country.

Here in brief we have the life-story
of the Prophet who was simple at heart
but full of intense humanity. Whether
he would have approved of all that has
happened in the name of his religion |
do not know, but no religion had a
loftier conception of God with no
worship of form or symbol-—the purest
form of monotheism.

A POEM

By Mirza Khan, Ansari

How shall | define what thing | am ¢
Wholly existent an
l am.

Whatever becometh naught out of entr:y,
The signification of that nothingness am 1.

Sometimes a mote in the disc of the éune;-
At others, a ripple on the water’'s surface.

i iation :
fly about on the jmnd of associa
mg‘x : ar);\aa bicd of the incorporeal world.

ame of ice | also style myself :

n
By the n the winter season am |.

Congealed i

eloped m
: gzihe:\élouds on thesface of the sky.
| have come into infinity :

nit
Fro . ything existeth, that ! am not.

Indeed, nO

ity i ife’ e itself;
itality is, from life's sourc e
gxdnydvll :mythe speech, every mouth within.

?
d non-existent, thro' Him,

yself in the four elements :

{ am the hearing-sense within every ear ;
And also the sight of every eye am 1.

| am the potentiality in every thing :
1 am the perception every one within.

My will and inclination are with ali ;
With mine own acts, also, satisfied am |.

Unto the sinful and vicious, | am evil ;
But unto the good beneticent am 1.

Inthe lot of the devoted, | am the honey :
in the soul of the impious, the sting.

| am with every one, and in all things ;
Without imperfection—immaculate | am.

“Tis by the mouth of MIRZA that | speak:
An enlightened heart, without similitude, |

am,



The Solar Heroes—Why We

Worship Them

WHY is it that the great religious

festivals, especially those of
the Christian calendar, fall in the first
half of the year, between the winter
solstice and the vernal equinox approxi-
mately ? We have only to go back be-
hind the celebrations of the birth and
the death and resurrection of the Great
Saviours to discover that they have a
common origin, and find ourselves in
the presence of a worldwide myth
which all people have believed in from
the very beginnings of our human race.
It is the story of the Sun-God, born at
the winter solstice, midnight of Decem-
ber 24th, above the equatorial line
the shortest day in the year, when the
sign Virgo is above the horizon. As
this sign is rising he is born of the
Virgin, and she remains a Virgin, imma-
culate and unsullied, after she has given
birth to her Sun-Child in the heavens.
The immaculate conception which is
celebrated in the churches has its
origin in this solar myth. In ancient

drawgggs_the Virgo of the Zodiac is
figurx—s.ats a woman suckling a child,
the type of all future Madonnas.

At the spring equinox, when the
celestial equator intercepts the ecliptic,
the Sun-God crosses over and is
“ crucified,” the date varying with each
year. Symbol of that crucitixion is the
Cross, a symbol of the highest antiquity.
The most ancient delineation of the
cruciform attitude is the figure of the
God in the vault of heaven, with out-
stretched arms blessing the universe.
Plato thus pictures him. It is hardly
necessary to remark that probably not
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By 1. L. DAVIDGE

one of the world's Saviours actually
suffered death on the Cross——Jesus the
Christ, we are told, was stoned to
death It is because of the very sacred
and significant character of the Cross
symbol that crucifixion came to be
recognized as the form of death which
the Saviours must have undergone.
After the crucifiixon the Sun-God rises
triumphantly in the heavens, giving his
life to men and building up the fruits
of the earth, as the Saviour is ever
depicted giving of his life as food to
his worshippers.

We have only to remember that the
birth date is fixed and the death date
a variable solar position to realize the
significance of these solar festivals.
Easter, for example, is a movable
festival, calculated by the relative posi-
tions of the Sun and the Moon, an
impossible way of fixing year by year
the anniversary of an historical event,
but a very natural and inevitable way
of calculating a solar festival. Hence
these changing dates point not to the
history of a man, but to the Hero of a
solar myth, and the same events are
reproduced in the lives of the various
Sun-Gods : Quetzalcoatl, Osiris, Tam-
muz, Perseus, Bacchus, Mithras, all
were of divine and human birth. The
very name of Easter is traced to Ishtar,
the Virgin-Mother of the Babylonian
Sun-God, and alternatively to Eostre
(Old English), Goddess of Light, prob-
ably derived from the Samskrit Ushas,
the Dawn-Maiden.

These great cosmic happenings have
their reflections in human life, the
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stages in which the Solar Hero in every
one of us—the deathless augoiedes—
rises exultantly to his divinity. We con-
nect them with rites of initiation—as
above, so below —and call them stages
on the Path of Holiness. These stages
are distinctly marked in the Hindu and
the Buddhist faiths, and dramatized in
the story of the Lord Christ in the
New Testament, from the Nativity on
December 25 to the Crucifixion and
Resurrection of Easter, and the Ascen-
sion into Heaven forty days later—it
falls this year on May 14.

In the Nativity at Bethlehem, the
Baptism in the Jordan, the Transfigura-
tion on Mount Tabor, the Crucifixion
and Resurrection of Eastertide, and the
Ascension into Heaven forty days later
the five major stages of the.Pth are
symbolized, each stage bringing a
larger expansion of consciousness until
the triumphant one, having ascended
to superhuman levels, has ** overcome
the world,” as the Scriptures phrass it.
He has * wrought the purpose out " of
his incarnations in our human world.

Given this key to the relationship
between the astronomical passage of
the Sun-God and the Initiations on
the way to Adeptship, we can more
clearly comprehend the vivid reality
and beauty of all the festivals in all the
religions and connect them with our
private lives: Ramanavmi, Mahavir Jay-
anti, Prophet's Day, all of which fell
within a few days of one another at the
end of March ; World Mother's Day, in
the Christian calendar, the Annunciation
of our Lady, on March 25; or the
crowning festival of Wesak on May 1st,
full moon day, celebrating the birth,
enlightenment and death of the Lord
Buddha. Whether actually dates in time
or not does not matter ; what matters
is that these events deal with mystical
experiences through which every one
of us passes sooner or later, and with
their cosmic prototypes. And by con-
templating them we may grow in the
likeness and greatness of those we
celebrate and in deepening knowledge
of the mysteries and glories of the
universe around us.

Unknown Heroes

The world is full of unknown heroes, They rise, and work, and
die. and humanity, for the most part, does not even hear their names.

Only the things they do live on.

The heroism that flares forth in the heat and blood of battle
never fails to excite our admiration and gratitude. But the heroes
who fight poverty, pain, and disease, who wage lingering war from t‘he
cradle to the grave, who face hopeless odds in squalor aqd obscurity,
who willingly anter contests in which they know there is never any
hope of vicfory—all these figure among the unknown warriors whose

deeds are not written in history.

Perhaps some day the world will find a way of recognising all

these great men and women.
ledge of duty done.

Today their only reward is the know-

-—Author not known



Fastertide, Anno Domjini 1942

AS the deep wonder of Eastertide un.-

furls its true and splendid banner
of Life, it is so obvious to us that in
these days of war we live an Eastertide of
our own—an Eastertide where mankind
is suffering to rise again from the Dead.
It is indeed strange that this War arising
in the West has come about by the
fatal denial of all that the Man of God
Who suffered and died for His brothers
has taught and lived, has been created
by those Nations who have called them-
selves His people.  One can almost see
the Judas of our civilization in the West.
—a Judas who has betrayed his Master
for a bag of coin.

Is it mere speculation to think that
the whole world is at the threshold of
a common Eastertide > Can we not
almost see the same tragedy played
before our eyes but with the significant
difference that then one Man died and
was raised from the Dead to show us
the Way, whereas now Mankind is dying
so that Mankind can enter that Way ?
Without the suffering, without the vififi-
cation, without the bitter deceits and
betrayals. without the hate of the
bigoted, without the final working of
the inevitable Law (as typified by the
Roman Pontius Pilatus), and lastly and
most tragic of all, without that complete
lonefiness when even God seems to
have forsaken His own. —there can be,
it would seehy; . no. Resurrection into
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shall'be as the morning.
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all be as the light of the morning

grass springing out of the earth -

the Way of Happiness and Etermity. s
this not happening today with the whole
of Mankind? Are not whole peoples
crucitied 2 Must they not cry in their
hearts “ O God, why hast Thou for-
saken us " ?

And yet we know, because of that
Great Sacrifice of two thousand years
ago in Palestine, that Mankind wil be
entombed for a small while, but the
stone will be rolled back from the portal
of the tomb and the Angel within will
once more ask that most wonderful
question of Mankind itself - “Why seek
ye the living amidst the dead? " And
we shall turn in wonder and behold a
a radiant Form we shall recognize as
the New World which shall greet us
with Christ's “ All hail 1" Then and then
only can we really know what “Victory”
means, and with a broad and clear
vision we shall say with St. Paul, the
Apostle of Jesus, “Thanks be to God,
Who giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” For He it is in all
His wondrous forms, in all His religions
and philosophies, in all His divers ways
and manifestations Wheo has shown us
the way: and it is veritably through
Him, the Supreme Teacher. that we
gain the Victory. for He has shown and
does constantly even now show us
“The Way. the Path and the Truth™;
for He is these things Himself

_AE.

even a morning

as clear shining

rightgous '%;hall be clearer than the noonday : he shall shine

ed a}Mshed by C. Subbarayudu, at the Vasanta Press, 7Adyér',wMadras
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against th
g e tyranny of the autocrat and the dictator. But Democracy
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Poor India is goi
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But what i .
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prays. far... ) ighteousness, there | myself come forth.””  How one
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of a slave mentality which is bound to affect us unconsciously in all our
activities. | am glad to see that in Travancore, where His Highness the
Maharaja is sO simple and so indian, they have at last definitely decided
to adopt only Indian clothes on all official and unofficial occasions. Being
Indian and surrounding ourselves with everything beautifully indian is sure
to bring back into India the spirit of true Culture.

A

We offer our deep gratitude to the late Mahamahopadhyaya
Swaminatha lyer for his great services to India. Only South India knows
of him but he was great nevertheless and what he has done for the
Tamil culture is surely something so wonderful that the whole of India
benefits, even if unconsciously. One day when there is a greater
Indian Education, indian children will know of the greatness of their
own country. The Tamil child will know of Kabir and Tulsi Das as other
children will know of Avvayyar, Thiruvalluvar and Kambar. When such
Education has become @ reality then Swaminatha lyer will be known as

one who gave india continued life by making afive the Spirit and Beauty

of an ancient language—«Tamil. .

Goodwill Day
May 18, 1942

WINGS

| turned my face up to him
In the tree's greenest part,
«In my heart,”
| said,
«« For there beauty sings,
And | soar high !
—By a Young Citizen

Once, on a spring morning
A Robin in a'tree

Spoke to me

And said,

«« Where are your wings ?
How do you fly?”
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The Wesak Festival

lN the world’s history there is perhaps
no event of so great an impor-
tance from the viewpoint of the spirit-
ual. unfoldment of the race as the
Enlightenment of Gautama, who be-
came the Buddha 2531 years ago today
And yet its significance is not realized
by the world at large, who read histories
written for it for specific purposes
What are generally known as myths are
items of true history, epoch-marking and
deeply significant. In this land of Re-
|ég|on,.both among Hindus as well as
uddhists, the full-moon day of the
month of Wesak' is held in reverence
fo}r reasons varied and sundry. The
High Gods who guide, unknown and
unrecogmzed, the slow evolution of
humamty, have their own way of teach-
ing and recording, and one of these
is through the medium of popular
legends and tales. On this full-moon
day not ,only that Rishi became the
Bgddha, but also was He born in the
Hindu Royal House of Kapilavastu and
bgcart\e known as the gentle Prince
Siddhartha. And on the same full-moon
day, when His time came, after 45
years of blessed teaching of the Noble
Eightfold Path, that Master of Masters
that Perfect Teacher of Gods and men.
cast off His superb body, 80 years of
age, and passed out of the sight of
flesh to continue His work of blessin
from heaven on high. Thus three nogf
table events—of birth, of reaching
Buddhahood, of casting off His fair
garment of flesh_—took place on this
! Corresponding to May.
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By ANNIE BESANT

Wesak full-moon day. In holy memory
thereof all those below His august rank
have ever since observed it in the
Sacred Sangha.

THE LAMP OF THE LAV

There is a strange belief, handed
down by tradition, and reverently
nurtured by the devout Buddhists, that
every year on the Wesak Day, the Lord
Buddha blesses the race of men who
are His younger brethren and thereby
the world is enriched in spiritual power
and potency. However that may be,
in this Aryavarta where He was born,
wher}a He ‘set in motion the Royal
C}hanot-wheels of the Kingdom of
Righteousness,” where through His
preachings hundreds crossed the stream
of samsara and reached the other shore
where bliss abides, this day ought to
arouse latent memories of a far-off past
when He left India glorious in all ex-
pressions of life and labour. Lord
Gautama ushered in a new era of pro-
gress for the race of which He was the
first to reach Enlightenment. He also
introduced a new epoch in the story
of India’s culture, both spiritual and
sociological. The fetters of creed and
dogma, the limitations of bigotry, the
narrower outlooks of life, had worked
tbelr natural havoc in our Aryan civiliza-
tion, apd He was born, * this last of
many times,” to break those fetters, to
remove those limitations, to widen
tbos.e outlooks. How marvellously He
did it all is a matter of history. In that
splendid and most inspiring poem,

8l
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The Light of Asia, Sir Edwin Arnold has
given us, in superb musical language,
the marvellous life-story of this Man of
Perfect Stature—His royal birth, His
marriage of exquisite love with that em-
podiment  of spiritual charm, Yasho-
dhara, His life in the Palace of Pleasure,
His seeing the life of the sorrowful,
His reading the sign of His mission,
His escape from the prison-palace, His
wanderings, His questionings, His meet-
ing with the tender Sujata, wiser than
wisdom in her simple lore,”’ His wend-
ing to the Bodhi Tree, His solving the
mystery of existence and pleasure an
pain, His gaining Jllumination, His re-
turn to the Deer Park at Kashi, His
founding the Sangha, His establishing
the Dhamma, and then His passing
away——all never-to-be-forgotten incid-
ents of spiritual value and significance-

THE PATH OF PEACE

In our world of today, where strife
begets pain, struggle begets poverty,
war begets blood-shed, we have for-
gotten the gentle ways of Peace, the
joyous paths of Ananda. Naturally we
may crave for the priceless boon o

knowing the secret to ‘' grow content,
from time of tender shoot to time of
fruit” which this Master searched and
found. If only man, nursed on blood,”
turned his feet to paths of Forgiveness
and Love and lived as the Buddha
taught, understanding the Four Noble
Truths.—the Sorrow, lts Cause, Its Ceas-
ing, and the Way,—the Noble Eight-
fold Path, he would arrive at that fair
garden where «spring the healing
streams, quenching all thirst,” where
. bloom the immortal flowers, carpet-
ing all the way with joy.” Immutable
Peace would then be his, and Power of
the Immortals, and Wisdom which is
love and Labour which is joy. May
this Anniversary Day bring its benedic-
tion to a sorrow-laden world ; may
Peace come to stay where strife is;
and may every man, irrespective of his
creed or his clime, learn to love and
serve the High Deliverer, that Lamp of
the Law who assured us:

Enter the path | There is no grief like hate !
No pains like passion, no deceit like sense !

Enter the path ! far hath he gone whose foot
Treads down one fond offence.

— New India, 17 May 1916.

Goodwill Day

MAY 18th is a day on which, in

many parts of the world, peo-
ple think specially of spreading good-
will around them.* and of exchanging
greetings one with another and one
country with another. ‘
From one point of view, this may be
looked upon as @ confession of our
weakness. Why should we have to set

2

apart one particular day in the year for
radiating goodwill ? Why not make
every day a goodwill day? |f every
day were 2 goodwill day for sending
our messages of goodwill, there would
be no necessity to reserve one day for
the express purpose of thinking good-
will.  That we do set apart one day for
goodwill suggests that there is an
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absence of it on the other three
hundred and sixty four.

If this be so, then, thank God for at
least one day when we put aside our
bickerings and our squabbles. Let us
turn this Goodwill into a veritable Force.
At no time has the world been in
greater need of goodwill than today.
There is distrust abroad between man
and man, nation and nation—for lack of
goodwill_and it has led us into the
most terrible war the world has ever
known. |f there is to be ‘Peace on
earth’ there must be ‘ Goodwill to-
wards men.’

And fet us not forget the animals
and the plants in our Goodwill__our
younger brethren who serve us so un-
stintingly, the plants no less than the
animals. For all their service to us we
owe them more goodwill than we can
ever hope to give. They give us their

life, their love, their trust : and in return

what do we give? A little water, a

' PEACE TO MEN

The question is sometimes asked with regard
to the words of the Gloria in Excelsis in the
Christian Liturgy whether the translation ** On
earth peace to men of goodwill ** should nat
be replaced by '* Peace on earth and goodwill
towards men.”” Should not goodwill be
poured out on all, the good and the bad
alike ? What is the right attitude to adopt ?

One of the respected friends of the young
citizens answers thus :

WE must radiate good to all. But
what is good? That requires deep
consideration. There is a core of
good in every man and woman; and
whatever conduces to its natural expres-
sion and expansion is the best help that

little food. They deserve our love and
gratitude ! Our Goodwill would be
incomplete if we were to forget them.

Let us make our Goodwill a Force.
Force implies Energy and Energy im-
plies Work. Goodwill must be. the
outcome of Good Will and not a wishy-
washy sentimentalism. Good Will mant-
fests itself in Good Thoughts and Go_od
Deeds, and is the driving power behind
our actions. Therefore is it an Active
Force and not a passive dream. With
this dedication of our actions, let us
make every day a Goodwill Day, and s0
in the words of Tennyson :

“Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in the thousand years of
peace.
Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand ;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.

—LILLIAS M. GALE

OF GOODWILL

can come to him. This core or centrecon-
stitutes, according to the Greek and also
other philosophies, the lasting part of
man, the Divine principle in him. lts ex-
pression is in beauty, and it experiences
in its own self-realization the most per-
fect bliss. Also it is the principle in us,
by which alone can come pure know-
ledge, whether of the subjective or of
the objective world. If we can ema-
nate from ourselves influences con-
ducive to the expression of this natural
beauty, pure knowledge and innate
beneficence, we are doers of good to
others. The first step to such a radia-
tion, or a primary process in it, is the
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feeling, nay th“e |ong':i£gr,sof an unadult
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the elements of good that may reside
or lurk in them that we can communi-
cate the blessing of peace. In each
man who does wrong and is male\{olent,
there is a man of good.wnll hidden,
waiting, to whom the blessing of peace
can go forth. So we wish peace to
all, but in the nature of things it can
reach only their better selves. The
lower self can find peace only as it
merges into and becomes a rgflectlon
of the higher principle, or in other
words becomes receptive and capable
of good.

By GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

. 1 rises far above all party politics
:’:;!C:;orli‘cies, which ignores all platforms
and creeds. which is intent on the one
Brotherhood of the indian pegple Wl}:h
all internal barriers such as axist at the
present time razed to the ground and

forgotten. .
fori;/teerr aH(::l whatever may be the poli-
tical platform on which we may res-
pectively stand we are one in our ;on‘x-
mon Citizenship which means brotf erly
living for mutual happiness and for a

urpose.
corl?r?so nncli)t a?my particular party with its
political dogmas and do;tripes whtch
can now avail to serve lpdna in her time
of urgent need. Nothing can avail to
serve India in her own crisis, of in the
world crisis itself, which divides one
Indian from another.‘ A greatest com-
mon measure of unity of .hvmg ‘an.d of
purpose must be found if Indiais to
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survive as India and as the World Power
she is designed to be.

Without delay, a greatest common
measure ot Good Citizenship must be
devised which shall include all, irres-
pective of differences of sex. creed.
mode of living, or opinion. To such
common measure all citizens of india
must be invited to subscribe in speech,
N action, in aspiration, in conviction,
T.hey may have opposing political affilia-
tions. They may differ as to their res-
pective faiths. But there must at least
be between them the indissoluble bond
of a recognition that they share a com-
mon citizenship with common duties
and common privileges, and with the
supreme obligation of service of the
Motherland and of a spirit of brother-
hood towards every fellow-citizen by
reason of a citizenship which is com-
maon and a Motherhood of India no less
common and surely immensely precious
to all.

Let us try to enumerate the essenti-
al ingredients of Good Citizenship - -
p.a:(tly the individual concern of every
citizen, and partly the concern of the
community generally and of the State.

PHYSICAL WELL-BEING

ﬁrst and obviously, physical well-
being in all its aspects. The first con-
cern of the ruling authorities is this physi-
cal well-being of every citizen. There is
needed in this country, here and now a
great movement for universal physiéal
fitness as the basis of all other fitness
apd as an,essential part of that capa:
city to defend the Motherland against
attack which is inherent in all Good
Citizenship.  In such physical fitness
lies the fgundation of all true patriotism
No one is the kind of patriot he ought:.

to be who is not intent on being 25
physically healthy as he can.

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Second, some kind of craftsmanship,
be it what it may——for women, crafts-
manship of one order; for men, crafts-
manship of another order. But there
is no Good Citizenship without a cap?-
city to do things, to create things, tO
appreciate and reproduce the Beautiful-

REVERENCE AND OBEDIENCE

Third, & reverence for and an Ob?df'
ence to that Law and Order which it 1S
the duty of all good citizens to help to
maintain_a reverence and an obed"
ence which involve both self-respect
and respect for all others whoever they
may be. There can be no true patrio:
tism or freedom without discipline
lving.  An individual who cannot obeY
is no true citizen.

DEFENCE

Fourth, regular training in the defence
of the Motherland. The women 2"
the girls will undergo the training 2P
propriate to themselves ; and the men
and boys will undergo the training 2P
propriate to them. But there must be
no citizen without training to defe(!d
his or her home and city, and to resist
all aggressors whoever they may be-

CIVIC SERVICE

Fifth, preparation for and training mn
Civic Service. Theve are no citizens
who cannot give some kind of civic se"”
vice, and there are no citizens who ¢a"”
not benefit from it. Every citizen must
learn to cherish his Motherland in su¢
terms_larger or smaller—as he is 2 ¢
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to contact, and to give her such practi-
cal service as lies within his power. The
glory of the heritage of India must be
honoured by all who for the time being
have the privilege of being her sons
and daughters.

THE COMMON HERITAGE
Sixth, every citizen must have su;:
acquaintance as is pOSS}ble to him W{‘t:h
India's greatness in all its aspects, Wlb
the mature of her past, with the prob-
lems of her present, and thh thelal
expectations for her future. Amidst a
the differences which may separate one
citizen from another there must appear
a universal and common heritage to
which every faith and culture and race
contributes a splendid s.hare. Ev.erK
citizen must learn to cherish that whicl
is his own contribution in terms of his
individual faith, race, and cglture. But
no less must he learn to chensh ardent‘;
ly thewhole, of which he is a part, aéx
all other constituent elements of that

whole.

CHIVALRY '

Seventh, such acquaintance with
India’s greatness, with the glories of
her past, her present, and her future,
will stir in every citizen one of the
most vital qualities of Good Cltlzepshlp,
namely, Chivalry, which may be inter-
preted as the eagerness to protect the
weak and the helpless, and to fight
ardently all wrong and injustice. Good
Citizenship will give happy stfength to
every Indian citizén, and will confer
upon him the privilege of having those
duties which are ever to be assoc«atgd
with strength. It has truly been said
that “ the strong have duties while the
weak have rights.”

3

We must not forget the animal
citizens, the vegetable or mineral
citizens of India. India’s citizens are
not merely confined to members of the
human kingdom, but the forgetfulness
of her subhuman citizenship is one of
the great evils that weakens both India
and the human kingdom itself. Against
all cruelty to animals, and against all
ugliness, the Good Citizen must also

fight.

THE PANACEA

The above are among the essential
ingredients of that Good Citizenship,
upon the universality of which through-
out the country India’s peace and
happiness and prosperity depends.

Never will India be peaceful or
happy or prosperous as her prominent
men and women seek to advance her
interests through vague declarations as
to her right to Freedom, through
any political compromises which ac-
knowledge differences instead of trying
to abolish them, nor through waiting
for Britain to comply with this or that
demand.

Al that India desires and needs can
most quickly come to her through the
spread of Good Citizenship among the
generality of her citizens, and upon the
spreading of Good Citizenship every
leader and worker should constantly be
intent.

India’s Freedom can only be firmly
established through Good Citizenship on
the part of the vast majority of her
sons and daughters.

Britain may make any number of

declarations. A Swadeshi Constitution
acceptable to all classes and creeds
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may be duly fashioned. National
Governments may be set up at the
Centre and in the Provinces. India may
be given the authority to defend her-
self. But all will be of little avail with-
out Good Citizenship.

Hence, whatever superstructure may
be planned it must be placed on the
firm foundations of Good Citizenship.

ORGANIZE CIVIC FRONT

But to spread Good Citizenship far
and wide there is need for civic workers
in every village, in every town, in
every city, so that all citizens may be
gathered into groups for the necessary
training. There must be a great drive
throughout India organized by enthusi-
astic and competent citizens with an
ever-increasing eagerness to fulfil their
obligations both to themselves and to
tReir surroundings.

These civic workers must be prepared
to abandon party politics and all politi-
cal controversies for the time being, so
that they may devote themselves ex-
clusively to this non-political, non-party,

but supremely patriotic service of the
Motherland.

The spread of such a movement will
immensely strengthen India both for the
defence of her frontiers and for her
hastening to the establishment of a true
Freedom and a very real independence.

How many citizens are there, young
and old, who will be eager to take up
this plodding work of building them-
selves and of helping to build their fel-
low-citizens into Good Citizens, putting
on one side all the excitement of party
politics and hectic meetings and the

shouting of slogans for this and against
that ? How many are there who are
eager to work for the Motherland
rather than to make a noise for her or
to hear numberless demagogues shout-
ing out their political wares and crying
aloud that “Codlin’s the friend, not
Short "' ?

The Good Citizenship Movement will
be a movement for all real patriots -
for young patriots and middle-aged
patriots and old-aged patriots, for
women, for men and for young people.
for the rich and the poor, for those
who live in palaces in cities, for those
who live in thatched dwelling-places in
far-away villages.

it will be a movement to bring about
happy and prosperous living through
the patriotism of Good Citizenship. It
will be a movement entirely independ-
ent of the political conditions obtaining
in India.

Whatever else happens, GOOD CITi-
ZENSHIP MUST HAPPEN. And the

sooner it happens the better.

Good Citizenship Circles, or what-
ever we may like to call them in the
various Mother Tongues, may be set up
anywhere and everywhere and should
be conducted according to the nature
of the Good Citizenship of which the
members of the Circle are capable, so
that where they are they may discover
the ingredients for a Good Citizenship
which shall make their lives somewhat
happier than they.are, and therefore
India stronger than she is at present.

They become Good Citizens as they
are helped to make better use of the
lives they are at present living.
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rich treasures of Tamil literature to hun-
dreds of pupils. Swaminatha lyer had
beautiful reminiscences of his pupilage.
His devotion to his guru is clearly visi-
ble in his biography of that great man.
He was first the preceptor of the
Tiruvadudurai Mutt, then the Tamil Pandit
of the Kumbakonam College and later
on the Tamil Professor of the Madras
Presidency College which he served till
his retirement.

SAVIOUR OF PURE TAMIL

Dr. Swaminatha lyer’s life-work lay in
the resurrection of the marvellous
poetry of the Sangam Age' from its
hitherto neglected obscurity. The Sangam
Age was the Golden Age of Tamil
poetry. Noble poems with grand
spiritual visions were written then. How
unfortunate that the light of that
magnificent candle should have ceased
to shed its rays! Sangam poetry
lay in heaps of palm leaves. With
indomitable courage, he took upon
himself the arduous task of setting in
print at least a few of those ancient
classics. But for his efforts, we would
have entirely lost sight of those inesti-
mable treasures. He spent all his spare
time in looking into heaps of manuscripts
to get at the correct text. He would
not pass a single line unless he was sure
of its original purity. His capacity for
meticulous examination of every single
fact was amazing. He visited village
after village, town after town and
carried on an immense correspondence

1The Tamil Sangam flourished in three
stages. The first was headed by the Muni
Agastya, the father of the Tamil language.
The Sangam Age referred to deals with the
third one which was at its zenith in the 2nd
century A. D.

to collect every available manuscript
pertaining to a particular text. The
publication of Silappadikaram * (the Lay
of the Anklet) is a point of instance.
He knew of the existence of a com-
mentary by an ancient poet without
which the poem would not be intelli-
gible to present-day readers and he
desired to publish the original with the
full commentary, supplemented by a
few notes of his own. Manuscripts
differed in their versions. A few lines
were not found. Some passages were
left unexplained. He had even to refer
to some manuscripts kept in the
museums of London and Paris. With
the patience found only in men of such
type, he studied every available manu-
script and threaded together all the
missing links. His prefaces are a revela-
tion to the modern student.

Neglect of the study of the classical
Tamil language on the pretext that it is
not within easy reach will no more be
valid.  Who can resist the flowing
lines of Pathupattu?® What debt of
gratitude do we not owe Swaminatha
lyer ? If Poet Subramania Bharathiar has
evoked in us an intense love for
India through his simple but stirring
lyrics, Pandit Swaminatha lyer has creat-
ed an unquenchable thirst for the Tamil
classics through his priceless publications.
The Pandit has to his credit numerous
other publications, He was given the

# Depicts the story of Kavalan and Kannaki,
written by llankovadigal, the ascetic brother
of King Senkuttuvan who ruled the Chera
Kingdom in the second century. Recently,

for the first time this has been translated into
English.

* A compilation of ten beautiful ldylls written
by eight different poets belonging to the
Sangam Age.
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Degree of the Doctor of Literature by
the University of Madras for a series od
lectures which were later publlshe
under the title Sanga-Tamil and Pirkala-
Tamil.'

of Swaminatha lyer

rt
The greater pa e eallege

life lay in teaching Tamil

students. He loved nothing bet}t\ie;:;
His pupils did not look upon e

as a pandit of the usual type-

! The Tamil of the Sangam Age and the
Tamil of the later period.

ideal teacher. His lectures
\:/v:iea:Iways attended to_ with great
interest. His memory for Tamil quota-
tions was marvellous. He had an inti-
mate personal knowledge of every
pupil. His acquaintance with thekmen
of South India was very vast. He.I Rjev:j
every important village of Tami .a]
and its temples with all their hlst?r[ca
traditions. To him they were fwmg
emblems of the past glory of our

Mot herland. .M. HARIHARAN

A Royal Renunciate

The following anecdot
was a storehouse O
to light many bgau
of our young citizens

il journals,
popular Tamil | Jaram.

tiful stories.

Kalaimagal.

o is from th

jent classica’ anecm. f translation by one

such ancien \owing is a free slat
he folb tge fearned Pandit in one o;. thle
of a story written bY dote is about |lankovadigal,

{lankov

Swaminatha lyer who

e writings of Dy il. He has brought

| anecdotes in Tam

The anec I
qal’'s vow can only DE
adlgallc;sth renolinced their right to rule.

be likened to

the author of Silappad re Yuvarajas. e “his father happy by
oth wel The one ma

that of Bhishma's.
Boath owere inspire;:l clza)llibt::Y Sv“:;\r;lee 5
taking the vow ©O

ascetic life.—3t. Ed-

owerful
IMAYAVARAMBAN was dainpthe ity

Chera King, Whoolf‘vf\is Kingdom.

to the Himalayas
for valour an
was the seat ©
Scholars from 2
e audience wit!
rded with munt-

of Vanji, the capital
From Cape Comorin
he was renowned
justice. His court
learned discussions.
lands came to hav
him and were rewa
ficent gifts.

He had two sons. S
llankovan. As he was aging

enkuttuvan and
fast, Senktu-

ideals.
he other ch

eered his brother by embracing

tuvan was made the~ _Yuvaraja‘ and
llankovan, the Prime Minister. ;
One day, while the King was seatﬁ
in court, a strangé 'astrologer, \?'/‘ 3
had heard of the King's bounty and ha

fit by it, entered.
co%nheetoKﬁago;ske{i, « |n what branch of

o
are you proficient ¢ ’
aSt‘rlos“i)rzymere);y by looking at a person s

hysical features, | can foretell his
?uture," replied he.
| The heir-apparent.



THE YOUNG
CITIZEN

90

“If so, can you tell me, how long
will | be ruling this kingdom ?

The astrologer thought for a moment.
He knew well that the King was only
wanting to know the hour of his death
and had framed this question with sub-
tlety. How was he to answer? The mood
of a king is an unrefiable quantity. It
might be that if he expressed the
truth his head might be cut off even
before the fateful end of the King.
The King observed his hesitation and
said, “ Tell the truth. Forget | am a
King. Any sane person must bow be-
fore Truth, and Shastric sciences take no
account of the status of an individual.”

Thus encouraged, the astrologer
bowed low and said, ‘It will not be
very long before your Majesty will reach
the heaven world.”

The King understood the implication
of his words. He was not wrathful.
He mused for a while, and again asked
him, *“ Look at these two young boys,”
pointing to his sons, “ and tell me what
you see in' their faces.”

The astrologer was by now convinced
that he would be in no danger if he told
the truth as he discerned it. He looked
at the younger llankovan and said, * He
will attain to a kingly rule the happiness
of which will know no bounds.”

All the courtiers were taken aback at
this utterance of the astrologer. The
King was dismayed. Senkuttuvan’s eyes
turned red. How can this be the truth ?
Is not the eldest son the rightful heir to
the throne ? Is it likely that Senkuttuvan
will only have a short earthly life?
Otherwise, how will it be possible for
the younger son to set aside the claims
of the elder? These were the un-

answered questions that surged through
the minds of the learned courtiers.

Silence reigned. The atmosphere was
tense. llankovan looked round once. He
saw the drooped heads of the courtiers
and their disappointed looks and chiefly
the reddened eyes of his brother. He
got up from his seat and faced the
astrologer. ““You are learned in
astrology. But your forecast is not
consistent  with the accepted cus-
toms of the world. | have no doubt
that your prediction will be falsified and
that, too, almost immediately. There is no
Shastra higher than Dharma. | note the
confusion in my father's mind. He need
not be persuaded by astrology to fook
into the future with gloom. Let my
brother, Senkuttuvan, the future King
by right of birth, set aside his wrath.
Let not the assembled wiseacres be
worried that adharma will prevail. |
hereby renounce all claims to the throne.
I shall from now on embrace the life of
an ascetic.” With these words, he
placed before the King the royal jewels
he was wearing.

Senkuttuvan embraced his brother
and wept bitterly. The whole assembly
was moved to tears. The King could
not speak for a moment. ‘Must you
take a vow so austere?” he asked.
ffankovan replied with great calmness.
* Till now the palace has been my home.
Henceforth the temple will by my dwel-
ling place. The words of the astrologer
are not untrue. My brother,Senkuttuvan,
will be the lord of phis Chera Kingdom.
| shall be the lord of my thoughts the
conquering of which will be my greatest
victory. | shall strive to attain that
Kingdom of Heaven the happiness of
which knows no bounds.”

TO H.P.B

Sun-born spirit, whose comeF-arch of lives .
Sprang from the flame to bridge to flame again ;
Whose fire, Promethean potent, 7ear¢d the face
OFf all this poorly planet in its early mire
Of hard, usmitig);la’t)ed fact ;nd ciirear?s tafeared_ﬁ

f rock-imprisoned spirits bounden tas
Boy cr>greouspconventio%s-—man-hallowed and man-made—
Seared the face and burnt the torpored eye,
Opened the clenched jaw—unstopped the n.ostnl ;
Of import greater—cleared the ear to hear ;
And deeper yet—the very brain enmeshed
in horrid webs of doubt and ignorance gnd pain,
Touched by the pain of fire, leaped to life again.
The Heart's shrine, misdsed and derelict in shame,
Coursing the body's blood sluggishly and slow.
Awoke to see its Altar's Fire leap high
And, lo, its Lord within the inmost place
Ruled once more as yorely He had done.

n last your lovely feet
d dales and haunts of men,
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Y dy tortured and your name revi
ng: sv(c))rzil d?anied*(your very Lords were mocked)-—

's feet, swift to do
¥:cte )rf:srs?geersa[gfsThose who knew and by you_llrnown
Were both your Lords and Friends and Councillors—
Beneath Their sure and freshening tread spr;ng uc? )
The flowers of Light and Wisdom's perfume tgalr gdé
Some knew it well and flung the gardgr;fs portal wide
And swooned upon the scented airs within,

in a Paradise ‘ .
‘(-;lftet;wi:\ogsazsgf:amt, unknown and huggly Prlzeci. '
Some knew it not and though the”gar ends porta
Bore a legend of bright gold for a tz rei oo
Yet turned the eyen away and with the s (a”? g
Denied the garden e'en with calumnr:s an | ies—
To sink once more, with comfort in the mire.

Sun-born spirit.‘.whe
Blessed these hills an

A . . ht

- it thy Lotus Fire of Lig

gu?inbzr?r;ﬁ:”your youl to bloom upon our gyﬁ:tw_,
Sg dagwns the Flower of Wisc_!om frorr;dtf;; r‘\:‘%
To be the eternal Dayspring in a World Divine.
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"A Noble and Heroic Soul ”

So wrote Dr. Annie Besant, in her Auto-
biography, of Madame Helena Petrovna Blav-
atsky, known to many as ** H.P.B."" Madame
Blavatsky, one of the Founders of The Theo-
sophical Society and its life and soul in its
early days, was one of the Servants and
Messengers of Humanity of the last century.
Her contribution to modern thought is im-
mense. There is no sphere of life that her
vast wisdom has not included. Her im-
mortal book, The Secret Doctrine, is a verit-
able mine of occult knowledge. It was this
book that brought that other great Servant
and Messenger of Humanity,  Mrs. Annie
Besant, to Theosophy, and to her last day
Dr. Besant considered and remembered
“HP.B.”" as her teacher. O noble and
heroic Soul, whom the outside purblind world
misjudges, but whom her pupils partly saw,
never through lives and deaths shall we repay
the debt of gratitude we owe to you.”
(Autobiography)

MRS. BESANT MEETS H.p.B.

Hereunder we reproduce an account of
the first meeting of these two great person-
ages, taken from the same Autobiography.

Since 1886, Mrs. Besant had 2 ‘ growing
conviction that her philosophy was not suffi.
cient and that life and mind were other than,
more than, she had dreamt.’ She had read a
variety of baoks but could find little satisfaction
in them. At this time, Mr. W. T. Stead de-
sired her to review The Secret Doctrine and
"in a flash of illumination she knew her search
was over and she had found the very Truth.’
She .then asked for an interview with the
author, ““H.P. B."

I received the most cordial of notes,
idding me come, and in the soft spring
evening Herbert Burrows and | walked
from Notting Hill Station, wondering
what we should meet, to the door of
17, Landsdowne Road. A pause, a
swift passing through the Hall and outer
room, through folding-doors thrown
back, a figure in a large chair before a
table, a voice, vibrant, compelling, My
dear Mrs. Besant, | have so long wished
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to see you,” and | was standing wjth
my hand in her firm grip, and looking
for the first time in this life straight into
the eyes of “H.P.B.” | was conscious
of a sudden leaping forth of my heart
—was it recognition ?—and then, | am
ashamed to say, a fierce rebellion, a
fierce withdrawal, as of some wild ani-
mal when it feels a mastering hand. |
sat down, after some introductions that
conveyed no ideas to me, and listened.
She talked of travels, of various coun-
tries, easy brilliant talk, her eyes veiled,
her exquisite moulded fingers rolling
Cigarettes incessantly. . . . We rose
to go and for a moment the veil lifted,
and two brilliant piercing eyes met mine,
and with a yearning throb in the voice :
“Oh, my dear Mrs. Besant, if you
would only come among us! " | felt a
well-nigh uncontrollable desire to bend
down and kiss her, under the com-
pulsion of that yearning voice, those
compelling eyes, but with a flash of the
old unbending pride and inward jeer at
my own folly, | said a commonplace
polite goodbye, and turned away with
some inanely courteous and evasive
remark. * Child,” she said to me long
afterwards, *“ your pride is terrible ; you
are as proud as Lucifer himself.”

Later on, after another interview vyith
H.P.B., Mrs. Besant joined The Theosophical
Society and on receiving her Diploma of
membership she saw H. P. B, and implored
her :

I

- . . Will you accept me as your
pupil, and give me the honour of pro-
claiming you my teacher in the face of
the world ?"" Her stern, set face soft-
ened, the unwonted gleam of tears
sprang to her eyes; then, with a
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dignity more than regal, she placedehe;'
hand upon my head. * You ar %
noble woman. © May Master bless you.

HP.B.._AN EXAMPLE

While H.P.B. is well-known for hIe'atrtle\la?:
occult knowledge and versatility, flf ring
known of her tender heart to h”"‘ag sghifdren:
especially to that of women an Lotus Day,
poor as she was. On the Wh.Fe ol brate
May 8th, all over the world is cee<1891)
the anniversary of her passing awayeople in
and at her express wish the .Pool':‘z:l es are
the vicinity of all the Theosophllcal b°|o?~ two
given rice and food. We give efH P.B.
incidents which show this tenderness(.) .

Dr. Besant in her Autobiography says :

One day [ wrote a letterto a Coml;aoii
that was shown to her (H.P.B.). 2 o
some little children to whomﬂ wers
carried a quantity of country ‘oche'
and | had spoken of their faces pin tic
with want. ~ The following character
note came to me: )

“My Dearest Friend, | have l;:s':a:fag
your letter to.—and ";)’ :here;
sick for the poor little ones ! Loo bt
| have but 30s of my own mokng’w'
which | can dispose (for as )’?{Jt but |
am a pauper, and proud odl)’ot say
want you to take them an t” ried
a word. This may buy thirty <
ners for thirty poor little stat"vm%or thirty
es, and | may feel happier

DISINTEGRATION 'OF.INI%/: y
HE political situation in S
T darker than® ever betore-

than = eve f weld-
Stafford Cripps’ mission lnstﬁ:sd l?eleased

ing India into one Nation plon
all types of disintegrating tarn o
chievous forces in the cou:nt)é. o
such force is today repres

i thought. Now don’t say
:ng?j itn:ihzo it ;gtake them to those
unfortunate babies who loved your
flowers and felt happy. 'Fo;’g:ve yclz‘;:
old uncouth friend, useless in this world !

Ever yours, H. P. B.”

* * *

Similarly, that quick sympgthy w!;fj
human suffering came out fm an ;r-
stance in which very few of lnle, pher
haps, would be prepared to follow |

mole. She was going to America,
exz Snly had just money enough to
gn her ticket across; she bought it,

uﬁ on the wharf she saw a crying
- n with some little children. She
W?(mj why they were distressed, and
al: ewoman told how she had bough(;
Loegus tickets from some scamp, artyo

could not go across the oceaém °
o her husband. H.P.B. walk’ed ac
’omthe ticket office, got her. first-class
t'ok t changed for steerage tickets, for
he eIi‘ and that unfortunate woman
hectlsechildren, and passed the voyage
'an he steerage part of an Atlantic liner
i ; :ery practical proof of the brother-
gc—)od which she proclaimed.

—ANNIE BESANT, From The

Changing World

Topical Talks
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prom
son ©
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;gjagopalachariar's move of conceding

Pakistan in order to placate the Muslim
a
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League is one of the most dangerous
proposals ever sponsored by a nation-
alist political leader of India. This pro-
posal has not only strengthened the re-
actionary elements in the country but
has awakened disintegrating tendencies
within the Indian National Congress.

Sir Stafford Cripps has carried by his
proposals the principle of self-determi-
nation to its absurdity. Were every
province in India to exercise the right
of self-determination and decide as to
whether it should join the Indian Union
or not, the same right should be given
to the Indian States——which are more
than 600 in number all over the country
—and the same privilege should be ex-
tended to each faith and community in
India. The principle of self-determina-
tion may be very democratic, but its
application, in the form proposed by
Sir Stafford Cripps and now taken up
by Sri C. Rajagopalachariar, would mean
the splitting up of India into numerous
bits. The state of India as envisaged
through this proposal would be far
worse théan that at the decline and fall
of the Mogul Empire in India. |t was
such disunity that gave the British Gov-
ernment a fertile field to establish its
stronghold over India and to make her
the ‘ brightest jewel” in the British
Crown. Sri Rajagopalachariar’s plan of
partitioning India will mean an invitation
to political and military adventurers—
whose tribe has increased manifold
during the last 25 years—to make India
into a happy hunting ground for the
satisfaction of their vile dreams.

A CALL TO YOUNG CITIZENS

Sri Rajagopalachariar’s political move
must be defeated. The Congress seems
to be half-hearted in its denunciation

of this mischievous plan. The mentality
of the older generation has become
clouded. It seems to have become

faint-hearted in its struggle for India’s

freedom and is now for capture of
power at whatever cost. Let the older
generation, if it so chooses, be lost in
its political phraseologies and manceuvr-
ings. But the youth of India cannot
remain silent while India’s vivisection is
afoot. The young citizens of India
belonging to all faiths and communi-
ties must unite today and resist, with
all the power at their command, this
move of selling the country for a mess
of pottage. Let us all, young men and
women of India, stand resolutely for
India’s unity at all costs let us all
combine for this stupendous purpose
and create a real National Front to
arrest the advances of Quislings of all
shapes and forms. So long as the Youth
of India is alive and afire with the real
Spirit of Aryavarta, so long shall India
remain one and indivisible, no matter
what the popular political personages
may do.

Now is the time to usher in a power-
ful Youth Movement in the country to
preserve India’s unity and to defend
her against all enemies masquerading
as her benefactors.

Young Citizens of India, UNITE. Our
country is in danger of internal disinte-
gration and external aggression. Youth
of the World, support India's Young
Citizens in this great task, for the
balkanization of India will endanger
world’s peace for *centuries to come.
Let it be remembered that only a Free
and United India can become one of
the strongest bulwarks against the forces
of darkness threatening to envelope the

world. —ROHIT MEHTA

Winkie;, the Honoured Pigeon

London—_(AP) —Winkie, a tough little
carrier pigeon, oil-soaked and doused
in the icy North Sea, flew 100 miles to
her home aloft and thereby saved the
lives of four crew members of an RAF
Beaufort bomber which crashed on the
way back from an offensive patrol off

orway.

Winkie's cage broke open when the
bomber was forced down at sea by
engine trouble.  The plane sank within
a minute, but the men managed to get
off in a rubber dinghy.

Pigeon Fancier James Ross of Dundee
reported to authorities that she had re-
turned. Her code number showed
what plane she had beenin. A cheqk
of her known flying speed helped in
computing where she had left the plane,
and a reconnaissance plane which was
sent out located the dinghy.

Winkie, treated to a special »feed,
strutted in her cage at a party In her
honour while flyers made speeches
and gave Ross-for Winkie-—a bronze
plaque with the figure ot a tiny pigeon
flying over the sea. Inscribed on the
plaque was the squadron’s thanks to a
gallant bird. (From an unknown journal)

* i

M. P. FOR THE ANIMALS!

In the world today there is far more
cruelty than there should be. Long be-
fore war came into a form, cruelty
was existing and cruelty is existing today
as much as ever. We must abolish
cruelty if we are to have true beauty
in life, and above all, we must abolish
cruelty in our everyday lives. Re-
Member that we do not have to
i9in a humanitarian league to help ani-

mals. Remember that there are ani-
mals in your very street. Remember
that your jutka is drawn by horses.
Remember that to the cow that gives
you milk you can give protection.

Who will help the animals? Of all
the creatures that need our help, ani-
mals need it most.  People as a whole
have yet to realize that they must help
the animals. Hf | had to choose, | should
rather be elected to Parliament by a
large group of animals than by a large
group of people. They could not speak,
but perhaps the elephant would wave
his trunk and say, “| elect you as a
member of the Indian Parliament.”
Some day when we have Home Rule
for India, there will be, there must be
a representative in the Indian Govern-
ment who will look after the protection
of the animals and will see there is no
cruelty to animals in India. | should
like to be the chosen representative of
the tiger, the lion, the dog, and the
deer. That is the highest honour of
all—to be the chosen representative
of all those who are helpless, of those
who are voiceless; to become the
voice for the animals is the highest
honour to which anybody can ever lock
forward.

That wonderful emotion of compas-
s on, which is the highest of all beautiful
aspects, is our finest keynote, the true
motherly spirit. To protect those who
are weak, to bring happiness to those
who are unhappy, to be chivalrous to
those who need our help, to think that
strength is not the most important
thing but to give strength to those
who are weak, these form the essence
of highest culture.  __RUKMINI DEV}
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CHOOLBQY AS CITIZEN, by Annie Besant, published by The

Theosophical Publi,sh’i'n'g?‘, House. Adyar, Madras, Price 7 annas.  This booklet is
No. 2 of the series bf pa’n?wph!ets entitled REAL EDUCATION.
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AT a timaw;}ﬂ\}%{e world is engag-
/ ~ed in a tigghic struggle, it is but
natural that wé& should think of plans of
reconstruction. Many of the plans which
have been suggested are political ; some
are economic but all concern them-
selves only with Europe and America.
Political and economic structures, how-
ever good and well-meaning, cannot go
very far towards the betterment of the
world unless they are built upon a sound
educational foundation.

The publication of this lecture of Dr.
Besant in the form of a booklet is most
opportune and it contains in it the
essence of the solution of the great
problem of reconstruction through edu-
cation. The school is the training ground
for boys and girls not only in the in-
tellectual “field but in the civic and
social fields. Verily, “What the boy
or the girl is at school will be the man
or woman in later life.”" If this is borne
in mind, by all those who are engaged
in the teaching of the young, education
can play a vital part in the creation of
a New World Order of which there is so
much talk (or is it too little ?) at the
present time.

“You will see that young people in
every country are showing a certain
difference from their elders much
greater than in the past. You find them
very quick to realize a social Ideal.” If

" Printed and published by C. Subbarayudu, at the Vasanta Press,

this Progressively widening difference
between generation and gerieration
were exploited along right directions,
we can achieve real international peace
and goodwill. According to Dr. Besant,
the citizen s one ‘““who, as man,
realizes the obligations that he owes to
all men around him and discharges
those obligations to the best of his
ability. " This is as high and lofty an
ideal as any that can be placed before
the youth of any country.

Another  point  which Dr. Besant
emphasizes in this lecture is *“ that no
country s truly civilized where the
culture of the few js based upon the
misery and ignorance of the many."’
This was perhaps the reason for the
downfall of many an ancient civilization.
Of ancient Greece, it is said, that
every citizen had a vote, but everybody
was not a citizen.  Modern civilizations
sufﬁar from similar defects. No better
advice could be given to any nation
than that which was given by Dr. Besant
to India in the following words :  One
of your duties will be to build up the
masses of the people of India so that

they may be worthy also to be citizens
in a free land.”

R NITYANANDAN

(It is to be noted that it is rather uncommon
to call a schoolboy a citizen.--M.S )

Adyar, Madras.

!
"-“‘Children of one bl‘ood,"‘; living in one land,‘f:‘ :
* _shall we not learn to think and act as one’
“family. for the *cohimbn good ? Then shall’
~India become again the Spiritual Mother -
- of the World* .
R -ANNIE BESANT
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Children should above all else be taught self-reliance. love for all men, altruism
mutual charity, and more than anything else. to think and reason'for them'

We should reduce the purely mechanical work of the memory to an
um, and devote the time to the development and training of the
sculties and latent capacities. We should aim at creating free
fly, free morally, unprejudiced in all respects

selves.
absolute minim
inner senses, f
men and women.

and above all things unselfish
. H. P, BLAVATSKY

free inteliectua

The Crow's Nest

s that were seemingly dull have been a fruitful period
war situation demanded the urgent dispersal o%
the Besant Theosophical School to their homes
little knowing as to when or where they would

HE summer month
When. in early April last, the
s of Kalakshetra and of

f safety, there was
semble after the summer vacation. But. in spite of the

ty of the war situation and notwithstanding the preoccupa-
f the staff in connection with ARP. First-Aid and
ements have been going on steadily from day to day
with a view to re h the institutions, as scheduled, on June 26.  This
at present planned, will be devoted to the admission of pupils. The Sth

| opening day of Kalakshetra for which Rukmini Devi has

Il be the forma
gramme of dance, music and other items.  The Rt. Hon. V. S. Srini-

kindly agreed to come to Madras to preside over this function

the student
as a measure ©

be able tO re-as

continued ancertain

of the members ©

vilage-welfare work. arrang
opening bot

tions

day, as
of July wi
arranged a pro

vasa Sastriar has
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During these ‘holiday months ', Rukmini Devi was seen making important
plans for the future of the two institutions, in order to make the Centre more
unique, more virile and increasingly serviceable in the cause of the Nation,

discussing them with her co-workers and even putting some of these plans into
execution,

The work of the true artist, as Rukmini Devi insists, is not merely to strive
to eliminate such undesirable traits as ugliness and vulgarity in our way of
life, but also to endeavour to afford to ycung people such opportunities as
would enable them to build into their character reverence where reverence is
due, comradeship of the right kind so that brotherhood becomes a reality,
and compassion towards our younger brethren in all Kingdoms of Nature. When
great names in every civilization, past and present, in every religion and in every
country,—East and West—are remembered and honoured, and an aspiration
is fostered in the young to emulate true greatness wherever it is found. then
are the foundations firmly laid for true reverence and true brotherliness and
true compassion. Such great names are sought to be remembered daily
in our Centre. The several branches of studies pursued will not be those
isolated from the facts of daily life, but on the other hand history and religion,
arts and handcrafts will all have a bearing upon the immediate needs and deeds,
and lead the pupils on with sufficient inspiration to real creative ability.  Thus,
there is effected a very natural rapprochement between “ being " and “doing,”
between the “ academical " side of the studies and their “ practical * aspect.

Naturally, it will take time, deep thought, and much experimentation
before the plan is fully formulated in all its details. But Rukmini Devi was seen

steadily at this work during the summer months and she has covered much
ground already. We shall have occasion to revert to this important subject in an
early issue of THE YOUNG CITIZEN but we are glad to say that even from the
commencement of the new official year the plan is ready to come into force.

N2

Rukmini Devi lays so strong an emphasis on pursuing with redoubled
vigour our artistic and cultural activities even in the midst of the world-devastating
war. Recently to a special interviewer on behalf of Shakti, a highclass Madras
Tamil monthly, Rukmini Devi said: “If we were to give up our cultural and

99

JUNE
1942

stic activities, it would only lead us back to uncivilized and barbarian existence.
artistic 2 i be oyvercome by the frenzy of aggressive and warring spirit. The only
VYe Sh:tu that distinguishes the civilized man from the barbarian is his culture.
eleme s may be engaged in the pursuit of war; but are there not
Thjd grO;VTX:J: there not women? ls there not the family spirit to be f-czstered?
chicre. ones of today are the citizens of tomorrow. They will build a new
Thelgour/;ad in order that this may be a happy and war-free world, is.it no't‘
\:::esgary th’at they should be given even now the right type of education ?

it is in order to evolve this right type

of education that Rukmini Devi strives

ingly in practical ways through the two institutions of which she s the

un'c:asar?d inspiration—one institution furnishing the indispensable background of

Euu e| dge and the other helping to raise the superstructure of Arts and Culture
nowle

that used to be the glory of India int

glory of a free India yet to be born

he past and that might still become the

—G. R. V.

Education and Art

FEEL that the true understanding of
l <ulture and education, and the put-
ting of these into practice is tyvofold.

First, it is not a superf.lmal. under-
standing of form. Education is not a
method and art is not mere!y a soqu
and a form. Both are essentially spirit-
ual and we have to learn to feel that
spirituality. There is an inner experi-
ence, an understandlr)g, whhnch must .be
the source of expresston, W|th_out which
experience and without Yvhlch deep
knowledge, it is impossible to ex-

ss art.
pth is like poetry. A man may know
the English language very well. He
may know how to write poetry, so far
as form and metre are concerned, aqd
yet, except for the one who writes it.

By RUKMINI DEVI

there may be few who would like to
read his poetry. Another.man may
write such poetry as will be condemned
by critics, who will explain to you how
the form is not correct and why you
should not read it. But you do read
it, for the poetry is from inspiration,
itis a gift, it is the result of experience,
experience which is an at-one-ment
with Divinity.

That is really what education is, what
art is. All of us may have listened to
many talks on culture and beauty.
What we have to do is to know how
to express these in our actions and how
to make the work progress in such a
way that it grows. It is not enough
to be content with what is being done
at Adyar or what | myself may be



THE YOUNG
CITYZEN

100

doing as you may have read in this or
that newspaper, but we must put this
spirit of beauty into our work and make
it a part of our work, our schemes of
service must grow along these lines:

If there could be a greater apprecia-
tion and a greater desire for apprecia-
tion of a right spirit of education and
art, then we would imbibe that spirit.
It is not enough to have a few move-
ments or people doing this work ; we
must show that we can give not only to

a few but hundreds the power to push
on the work.

PIONEER WORK

Education is chiefly for the child-
ren, because the future of the world
depends on them. If | am working
along the lines of art and culture, what
is the use if it is going to die with me ?
I must see that the young people enter
into and feel that same spirit. Not
only must they be able to do what
I am doing but much more, 1 started
under difficulties, circumstances were
against me, but we should make
life much easier for the children. | feel
that is the responsibility we all have.

There is so much that must be learnt
along the lines of art. | have been
asked why we do not do this, that, or
the other which would please the pub-
lic. The public must learn what it
ought to like. There are many others
who are willing té giwe:it what it wants.

That lsta’We?‘ﬁae%f@do in every
field of .attitfy_ we - Nead the
way whatever the difficakjes: X
we; havé the pioneer spirit.
ca g;‘of Dr. Montessori. He
not grimediately accepted. Manyjh
ple dil not understand. Inflndibi one
of-j\ﬁtﬁe‘\ﬁrst to recognize her Sreatness

G

" S
vr mE

R WRSSEE L

was Dr. Besant who many years ago
presented the idea of Montessori edu-
cation to India. She spoke about the
Montessori method and made the first
contact with Madame Montessori, while
Madame Montessori made her first con-
tact with Theosophy through Dr. Besant.
Madame Montessori has said that for
many years she desired to come to
India and | am glad that one of Dr.
Besant's people’ was instrumental in
accomplishing it.

We have to keep our eyes wide
open to see what is good in what is
happening around us. We have gradual-
ly to develop that “third eye,” which
is a very significant principle. That is
what we should work for in India and in
every country in the world. Even now
how often does it happen that people
do not really appreciate or understand
when new work is being done.  “Why
does such and such a person dance
when he or she could be doing s0
much more useful types of work?
and to the person who speaks ** use-
ful " work usually means writing or
lecturing.  So many times people suc-
ceed in public speaking simply because
they have the gift of the tongue and
know how to appeal to the public,
while there are many other people who
could give so much more but cannot
do so because they do not know how

! **Last year, when we were in Holland, !
extended to her a very cordial invitation to
give some of her genius to the helping of
india . . . And when,! invited he- to come,
she most heartily agreed on condition that she
should have the necessary time to study the
Indian educational situation, for, she truly
said, her methods must adapt themselves to
the needs of different types of children
throughout the world.”" -~ (DR. GEORGE S.
ARUNDALE in The Theosophist, July 1939)

o e
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to express themselves before the p.}thc.
Even in concerts people ask me, Why
do you arrange things that are not
wanted, are not popular, and are not
shown anywhere else ?” | try to arrange
what is best. If others do not like it,
then | must stop arranging or people
must learn to like it.  1f ] arrange what
| do not like, it will be unfair to you
and to the work, and to this new field
of activity. .

Take the matter of dancing. | hap-
pened to do it, because | thought |
could do it fairly well and might in
time perfect it, and that | co'uld make
a contact with the public whn'ch would
be a stepping-stone to other fields, and

ctivities.

OthBeurtawhat | cannot understand is how
people have often so much patience
to hear lectures. no matter how boring
the lectures may be, but when it comes
to a concert they commence to think
about the fact that it will keep them
away from dinner. Of course, some
may say, ~ But we do not understand
the concerts,”” but do they uqderstand
all the lectures ? | do not believe they
do, and if they do not understand the
concerts all the more reason to try to
understand.

A SUPREME YOGA

Art in India must not be so much a
matter of superficiality and of pleasing
the public but we have to remember
what should be the spirit of our work :
to give something like a great medita-
tion, a great yoga, for art s like t‘h.at.

In India we have this magniticent
conception of the Divine One who
Himself is a Dancer, a Flute-Player,
a Playful Person. He is a Child, Sri
Krishna. There is the heart of edu-

2

,

cation. The great Rishis have touched
the heart of life and have presented it
to the world.  We find the same con-
ception in the idea of the Child Christ.
That is the spirit that must pervade our

-~ work. Such an understanding can come

only through study, the spirit of service,
and meditation on the reality of this
great force. This is the work that will
build the future and bring into the pre-
sent a great joy. But it must not be
a superficial joy but a divine joy tha.t
will last for all time. If we can contri-
bute that, we shall save civilization and
bring it from happiness to happiness,
and so shall we contribute to the future
of the world.

AN ANT BLITZ

Dr. Lehman Wendell discovered an
ant blitz one afterncon in 1932, The
insects had gained entrance through a
sand-filled hole in the concrete floor of
the basement. Dr. Wendell poured
boiling water over the sand, but this
discouraged the ants only momentarily.
To settle the matter once and for all,
he covered the sand with ant poison.
Considering the battle won, he went to
dinner.

When he returned an hour later, he
found long lines of ants busily carrying
grains of sand, which they placed over
the ant poison to form a bridge. A
regular shuttle system was in operation.
Each ant would carry his grain to the
end of the causeway, drop it over and
return to the sand pile. The highway
was already eight inches long and a
half inch wide. It was straight, level
and uniformly wide.

--Coronet

1 ) ~



From Darkness to Light

By RT. HON. V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI

This is the second of the series of talks arranged by the A1R, Madras,

under the general title ** For Universities, Values.”

We gladly acknowledge our

indebtedness to the Al R for permitting us to reproduce this talk.

ROM Darkness to Light is cne of
the most trite but one of the
most pregnant metaphors in language.
Places of learning are devoted to the
dispelling of darkness and the spread.
ing of Light. It is their high function
ceaselessly to increase our knowledge
and make it more and more certain,
Universities make the world more
familiar everyday and therefore more
friendly to man. We fear nature less
and less. The enlightened man has no
fear from any quarter. But he must
be fully enlightened. He must be
master of human experience religion,
history, science. Imperfection in know-
ledge, error, superstition,—_from these
he must be emancipated. Alchemy,
astrology, magic, miracle-mongering
must not tempt him from the royal
road to knowledge.

FAITH VERSUS REASON

The human mind is subject to two
opposite tendencies, which require to
be rigidly controlled, if they are not to
paralyse and wreck each other. The
balance between them is at all times
difficult to attain and often impractica-
ble. They are the instincts to believe
and to question. Credulity and scep-
ticism, faith and reason are perpetually
opposed to each other but fated to
operate on the same brain. No man

is wholly devoid of either faculty,
though some have a strong dose of
the one and some of the other. Their
relative influence, too, varies from time
to time in the same man, and not
merely from time to time but from de-
partment of knowledge to department
of knowledge. | have known lawyers
accustomed to weigh the evidence of

witnesses and documents in the most

rigid of scales, but ready to swallow the
most extravagant stories of seances,
communications from the dead and
spiritistic phenomena. On the contrary,
some people who subject these pheno-
mena to exacting proofs fall easy victims
to cheats, impostors and company-
promoters. The man is rare, one in a
million, who strikes the just medium,
both in human affairs and natural
phenomena, between caution on the
one hand and receptivity on the other.

To be reckoned among good-natured
and lovable men, one must have a certain
amount of trustfulness in dealings with
others, a fixed dispaosition to believe good
of others till they are proved unworthy
and to give them further chances even
after that limit. The right question to
ask when your help or sympathy is
sought in that sphere is, Why not ? To
ask, Why should | ? would be to betray

undue harshness of judgment, if not
heartlessness.
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in matters of scientific interest, on
the contrary, where not generosity or
clarity is concerned, but truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth,
where, for instance, a so-called miracle
or marvel is put forward for acceptance,
it 1s right to insist on the evidence be-
ing produced, sifted and analy_sepl with-
out reference to the personalities con-
cerned. M a trustworthy friend attests
the phenomenon and is prepared to
pledge his honour for its accuracy, it
may incline you to make investigation,
but cannot justify any relaxation in the
standard of demonstration required to
establish a natural phenomenon. Why ?
represents the correct attitude of mind,
not Why not ? That the phenomenon
did in point of fact occur as it is alleged
to have occurred must be proved.
You must not undertake to prove 'tha't
it could not have occurred as it is
alleged to have occurred.  And yet
many highly educated persons yield
their credence to miracles just because
it is not possible there and then to
prove a negative.

REASON AS GUIDE?

The opposition between these atti-
tudes of mind, viewed in a gener;l
way, may be described as the opposi-
tion between faith and reason, faith
being the attitude belauded by religion
and reason the attitude championed by
science. That reason is not an gnfall-
ing guide. that it isin certain circum-
stances impotent to discover truth must
be acknowledged. Many facts have
yet to be explained by reason. Never-
theless reason has faith in itself to this
extent-—that as science advances, such
facts will receive satisfactory explana-

tion from natural laws. No one who
surveys the state of human knowledge
from time to time, beginning from our
primitive days, can hold that the
triumphs of reason are over, or that in
the centuries in front of us many
phenomena which now perplex the
scientist will not yield up their secret.

Qur Vedic philosophers long ago
laid down that faith begins where rea-
son ends. It follows that the province
of faith is subject to unceasing encroach-
ment by science. Faith claims that it
can remove mountains. I this means
that, in the sphere of human endeavour,
deeds at first regarded as impossible
have actually been accomplished, itis a
tribute to the power of hope and per-
sistence which reason need not grudge.
But when a certain Hindu Prince of the
last century caused Ganges water to be
sprinkled all round his fort by pious
Brahmanas and trusted the infidel army
to be stayed outside the hallowed line,
or when, in my own recent experience,
a holy ascetic fasted and kept vigil and
intoned the Gayatri for weeKs together
in the confident hope that the Viceroy
would not give his assent to the Child
Marriage Restraint Bill, they gave proot
of magnificent but unavailing faith.
Faith of that type governed human
conduct much more in the old days,
but we shall see it contracting its ope-
ration rapidly in future.

Science and scientists are accused
taday of abusing their knowledge and
the power of their knowledge. They
seem likely to destroy the very civili-
sation that nurtured them. The wealthy
classes, the trading classes, the manu-
facturing classes, the publicising classes,
the governing classes—all have bent *
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their energies to the work of destruc-
tion. Why scientists should be singled
out for execration has always puzzled
me. Do not historians falsify contem-
porary records before our eyes? Do
not literary men write flagrantly one-
sided books for propaganda purposes ?
Do not eloquent men stir up anti-social
passions ? Will the State allow the men
of science alone the freedom to choose
how and how far they will help its pro-
jects ? What would the British House
of Commons say if the laboratories in
the Universities had been shut up and
the services of inventors and ingenious
craftsmen had been denied to war-
work ? If war is inhuman and a crime
against our kind, we are all alike to
blame, for we all join in it, we all give
our best to its successful prosecution.
It is unreasonable to expect the votaries
of science to cultivate an exalted moral-
ity of their own, cut off from the other
‘professions which are tributaries to the
welfare of society.

FOLLOW THE LIGHT

A word or two about the spirit of
scientific and historical research and
teaching. The essential condition is to
shake off the bondage of prejudice and
pre-possession and to follow where
the light leads. Violence may have
to be done to pet theories, to social
and communal traditions. to national
pride and to the practices and be-
liefs of consecrated churches and
holy orders. On the altar of truth all
these possessions, material and immate-
rial, must be sacrificed, if need be. It
will cost us much anguish of the soul.
But the cause is worth it and more.
For as the years roll on and other gen-
erations come up, a new and better
world order will arise, a higher polity
will evolve, and what we sacrifice wit
grief today will be replaced by institu-
tions and practices and beliefs more
in consonance with truth and more ser-

viceable to the requirements of that
time.

Root of Culture

GREAT deal is said and written
about a mysterious something
called ““culture.” Many people have
tried to define it, but the word appar-
ently covers so many aspects of life
that no one definition is satisfactory.
But we all do mean somathing which is
to be admired and imitated when we
speak of a “cultured” man or woman.
i think we all take for granted that
such a man or woman speaks correctly,
that is, the language follows the rules

By C. INARAJADASA

of grammar. OF course, there are in
ordinary speech many phrases which
everybody uses, which do not seem
exactly polished, in fact are of the na-
ture of slang. But grammatically those
phrases, often crisp or contracted, are
correct. A cultured man is not bound
to avoid common phrases. But he is
bound to avoid ugly phrases—ugly in
imagery and ugly in sound. [t is in-
teresting to note that one finds here and
there peasants and other simple.minded
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folk who are cultured to some extent,
even if their phrases are not strictly
grammatical. Why is a simple farmer
often really cultured and a college
ate not ?

gra;tduis, because culture is not the re-
sult of a mental process alone, but
requires elements of the heart as wgll.
lt seems to me that when we examine
cultured people of many lands, who
have different race traditions, the root
of culture consists in an attitgde gf the
heart, which then gives 2 direction to
the mind.

CAN YOU INSTINCTIVELY
ADMIRE? '

One characteristic which predomi-
nates in this attitude of the heart, and
so of the mind, of a cultured man
or woman is the readiness to admire,
rather than the readiness to condemn'.{
A cultured man does not condone evi
or shut his eyes to whatever s .def.ect-
ive. But somehow, as if by instinct,
his attention is held first by what is l:o
be admired, and only 'afterwar'ds is
condemnation, his  criticism. finds a
plaHC:Never, such is our competitive
civilization today that our natural in-
stinct is to present an attltudg of de-
preciation towards things .whxch are
different from those to which we are
accustomed. When 'somethmg new—a
new idea, 8 new object, orevena new
person-—is presented to us. our flr‘s,t’
remark to ourselves is: How curious !
We may be outvyardly polite to the
new person, but inwardly the reactngg
is somewhat, “Who on earth are you
There are very few of us who spring
forward with cordiality to anything new
or unknown.

HOW BEAUTIFUL!

The beginning of culture, both in a
college graduate and an unlettered
peasant, is when the heart says in the
presence of anything new: “How
beautiful | 7 In just that recognition of a
quality of beauty, however slight the
beauty and however faint its recognition,
lies the root of culture. When “How
beautiful I and not “How curious !” be-
comes a man’s attitude towards all ob-
jects and events in life, then the sense
of culture steadily grows from day to
day. The mind can then attend the heart
as an excellent aide-de-camp, that is,
an “assistant-in-the-field of battle,” to
take orders and see that they are car-
ried out.

The Greeks did not talk of “culture.”
Their civilization was such that every
boy and girl was so surrounded with
beautiful phrases from the old poets
(ke English home life in the old days
was with phrases from the Bible and
Shakespeare), and with beautiful figures
everywhere, specially statues (which was
never the case anywhere else except
in Greece), that Greek youth had an in-
stinct for culture. So youth there sought
in all things what they termed Arete-
virtue, noble self-expression, honour,
all these are implied in that one word ;
they did not plan to be “religious” but
to be just. For justice to the Greek
was the expression in daily life of his
realization of the Divine as the Good,
the True and the Beautiful. And the
Greeks succeeded in their search,
and the Hindus and Chinese in theirs,
and the best men and women of every
fand in their search, because the first
impression about a thing or person
was : “How beautiful, how noble, how
lovable.” ~From The Theosophist



Humanity's Heaven

Notes of an address delivered by Mr. N.
Sri Ram.

'I"HE young people are those who
have recently left heaven. They
have still about them a touch of the
heavenly influences. Hence itis through
them that heaven can be most easily
brought nearer the earth, or, put other-
wise, the earth lifted up to heaven.

In every way the world, as we find
it, is a far cry from that abode and goal
of our aspirations. Because the world
is crude, sordid and cruel, it must be
re-shaped nearer to our hearts' desires.

THE WORLD IN CHAOS

Especially now the very times seem
to be out of joint. The future pitted
against the past threatens to break the
bridge that unites them and to throw
the world into an abyss of strife and
chaos. Look where you will, at what-
ever department of life, there is a
situation which has come or is coming
to a head, a polarization of forces
which must be resolved by an explosive
crash or by swift adjustment ; in other
words by revolution as a shattering
monster, or by an evolution, swift and
lightning-like but peaceful, a revolution
like the blossoming of a bud into a

Hlower or like the bringing of a child to
birth.

For a change of this sort we need
daring revolutionaries but constructively
bent, whose action shall be on an in-

telligent plan, promising order and
freedom.

MARK OF THE NEW WORLD

The new plan must give the times
the reconciliation they so sorely need.
it must be based on principles which
shall stand the test of experience, which
shall conserve the finest and the best
from the evolution of the past and
yet permit free progress to new ideas
and experiences

The world cannot do without stabil-
ity, without a foundation for social living.
nor without walls for protection an
comfort, nor without the crowning
dome of a heaven to which it can look
up and be inspired.

But we need a new heaven and a
new earth—an earth which shall reflect
the beauty, the unity and the freedom
of that heaven. These shall be the
triangular mark of the new times.

The past has condemned itself. Its
forces are marshalled for self-destruc-
tion. Qut of this Kurukshetra shall re-
main only the progenitor of the new
age. the link with the higher self of the
world, as it were, its heavenly persona]‘
ity  That link is in the youth spirit, but
that true and pure youth in which is

the essence of much previous experi-
ence and age.

The youth of the world will constitute
that link, youth not in body merely of
body at all, but the youth of the spirit,
those who are young at heart, who
have in them the self-rejuvenating firg
Of such is the kingdom of humanity s
heaven, and *he youth shall not merely

inherit it for themselves, but establis
it for all.
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Bases of Reconstruction

Report of the Draft Committee of the Pal=_ac<:.i
and Reconstruction Committee as submitte [
to the National Council of the Theosophica
Federations of Europe.

HE world crisis is essentially spirit-
ual : there is no real division
between social and spiritual issue. The
re-building of society in the post-war
ara must therefore be based upon the
recognition of fundamentals, such as
find expression in three great truths

(1) One Universal Spirit is the in-
forming principle of all expres-
sions of life.

(2) The universe manifests design
and functions according to Law,
an expression of which, in the
unseen as well as in the visible
worlds, is evolution.

(3) The aim of human evolution s
to achieve awareness of the
Universal Spirit and conscious
co-operation  with  Universal
Law. Mankind exists to-day at
every stage of this process.
All individuals have not travel-
led the same way, nor are they
at the same stage of the

journey.
THE WORK
of reconstruction will consist in the
application of these truths to human

relationships. This(involves:
(1) The practice of the golden rule-.
do unto others as you would
they should do unto you--

which is an expression of the
law of universal harmony.

(2) Co-operation based upon free-
dom and justice for peoples
and individuals.

(3} The organisation of society so
that every individual may pur-
sue the ultimate values—truth,
beauty, and goodness.

THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES

of reconstruction which will follow from
the application of the three truths to
human relationships are :

(1) The ordering of human life so
that in his relation with his
fellow men, man may find
satisfaction and not frustration.

(2) Individuals must be treated as
ends and not as means. The
State is not an end in itself ;
it exists as a means to further
harmonious relations between
individuals within the com-
munity. There must be freedom
to think, to speak, and to act,
within justly administered law.

(3) There must be equality of social
opportunity to ensure differ-
entiation of treatment accord-
ing to the special needs of
individuals, so that their inher-
ent capacities are given the
optimum conditions to reach
their highest level of expression
in the most favourable environ-
ment,

—Theosophical News and Notes
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The Problems of

I
DOLITICAL democracy throughout

the world is at present on its
severest trial. It is the first time in the
history of democratic institutions that
such a fierce attack has been levelled
against its very existence. Democracy
rose on the ruins of Feudal Monarchy.
Is Democracy today faced with its own
extinction? What is the system of
political institution that will emerge
out of the present political demacracy ?

These are the problems that con-
front every student of world affairs and
international politics today. The world
war has shaken up the very founda-
tions of our present human civilization.
The institutions that we have ardently
cherished for more than a century and
the traditions that we have clung to for
many a generation are fast dlsappearing.
The question is what will take the place
of these institutions and traditions ?

RISE OF DEMOCRACY

It is indeed true that the democracy
that emerged out of the French and
the American Revolutions of the 18th
Century has outlived its utility.  One
- might almost say that it has fulfilled its
mission. {f we look at the rise of
democracy, we perceive that its emer-
gence was caused by the Merchants'
Guilds that came into existence in the
17th and 18th centuries. The Mer-
chants’ Guilds were in search of mark-
ets in order to sell their wares. The

Democracy

By ROHIT MEHTA

Feudal Monarchy that existed in France
prevented this new class of people from
carrying on their trade due to political
and economic restrictions it impOSed
upon the country. The religion of the
day supported the Monarchy and bless-
ed it in its suppression of the new class.
And so a demand for individual free-
dom arose, a cry for civic liberties was
sounded, a right for the people's voice
in Government was insisted upon.

Thus came political democracy on the
world stage. It was a state-machinery
controlled by the new class of peo-
ple—-the merchants and the traders.
The Industrial Revolution of the 19th
century hastened the growth of this
democracy and brought the polit-
ical state under the control of a still
more powerful group of people—-the
industrialists. ft must be noted that
freedom to carry on economic activ-
ities unhampered by State interference
was the very basis of this democracy.
Individual freedom became the new
religion. Instead of religion controlling
the State, the State exercised its rule
over the Church. Democracy in the
19th century thrived on the principle
of the unrestricted freedom of the
individual to conduct economic activ-
ities. In the name of this freedom, the
new economic class established its king-
dom throughout the, world.

ADVANCING CAPITALISM

But this was a necessary stage in the
growth of human civilization. It fostered
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individuality. It inspired scientific dxs;
coveries. It made ‘‘two blades bo
grass ' grow where only one grew be-
fore. Out of this political democracy
was born the great economic system

known as Capitalism. It cannot be

gainsaid that but for free capitahsLn,
the world would not haye seen the
tremendous technical and industrial pro-
gress it witnesses today. In or(;ier to
sell goods which were produce obn a
mass scale, capitalxsm ignored the .ar];
riers of national frontiers. In the feven:\

search for markets, the countries of%he
world came closer to eﬁ?h other. e

came too small! o

wol::dtﬁz 19th century, while capitalism
was in its adventurous youth, it ﬁro-
duced enormous wealth. The w olef
world was a free field for the play °
a few capitalist countries and parti-
cularly England. Capltahsm was stag-
gered by its own profits and the visions
of expansion it saw. The result was,
it was able to throw more crqmbs.to
the masses of people from its rich
table. The masses of the people also
benefited from the success of capital-
ism. The contentment of the people
stabilised for the time being the polit-
ical democracy of the 19th century.
Within the framework of advancing
capitalism it was possible for political
democracy to grant certain social amen-
ities and civic rights to the people. .lt
looked as it the world had reached its
political heaven in the shape of Democ-

racy ! ]
GROWTH OF IMPERIALISM

But with the rise of capitalism in
country after country, the markets

dwindled, spheres of influence became
restricted and capitalism reached the
stage of Imperialism. The world be-
came " too crowded " for rival imperi-
alisms. Each demanded its ““ place in
the Sun.” The State became linked
up with capitalism. It closed the doors
of its country to the entry of goods
produced from other countries and yet
it cherished the wild hopes of selling
its own goods in other nations! Free
trade of the 19th century disappeared.
And Colonial possessions, protective
tariffs, customs unions, most favoured
nation treaties, etc., appeared. Once
again the State became the handmaid
of the economically powerful class that
was fighting for its existence. The
history of the Feudal Monarchy is today
once again being repeated on a bigger
scale.

Political democracy through Imperi-
alism has created its own opposing
forces. It cannot survive in the form
in which it exists today. It must either
take the shape of dictatorship, military,
party or personal, as many countries
have adopted. Or it must evolve a
greater Democracy so as to establish a
new social equilibrium.

How can democracy do that ? What
are the practical problems that demand
solution? What is the rock on which
the ship of democracy may be wrecked ?
What will be the form of New Demo-
cracy ?

These are the problems that face
us on the solution of which a new
synthesis of social and economic forces
can be established.

How shall we evolve a New Syn-
thesis ?
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Cease to Exploit Animals

At a meeting of the Animal Welfare group at Auckland, New Zealand.

Mr. Oldfield, President of the Societ
the Anti-Vivisection Society in Auckland,

pealed for the proper attitude towards animals.

y for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and

in an eloquent and stirring address. ap-

MR. S. OLDFIELD

pointed out that our attitude towards
the animal kingdom was an important
factor in our health and happiness and
in solving the problems of the world.
With humanity evolved more mentally
than spiritually the exploitation of the
animal kingdom for experimental and
medical purposes, for food and adorn-
ment, naturally followed. Through the
operation of the divine law of cause
and effect, the present physical “black-
out” was the out-come of spiritual
darkness.

Vivisection, the wholesale slaughter
of animals for food, the caging of birds
and the use of furs and feathers, were
scarcely less excusable than the exist-
ence of concentration camps, bombing
raids, poison gas and man's inhumanity
to man in this worst of wars.

In the mines, thousands of pit ponies
died as the result of injuries. Although
the law stipulated that vivisection should
only be practised with anaesthetics,
300,000 cases were treated annually in
London without this aid. Dr. Alexis
Carrel was quoted as pronouncing vac-
cination as definitely dangerous, causing
not only the deaths of human beings
from small-pox or subsequent illnesses
following upon inoculation, but also
that of horses which for the sake of
profit to their owners, were used to
produce the serums. Notwithstanding
these practices in the name of medical
science, never had hospitals been so
large. If man continued to exploit
animals, he must be content to take
the consequences. Peace on earth
must first begin towards the animals,
our brothers of a lower kingdom.

A HAPPY

The water murmurs

in the old stone well,

And a rippling mirror

Gives back the clear blue sky.
The river roars,

Swollen with the late rains
Of Spring.

On the cool, jade-green grass
The golden sunshine splashes
Sometimes, at early dawn,

1 climb,

OLD MAN

Even as far as Lien Shan Temple
In the Spring | plough

The thirsty field,

That it may drink

New life.

| eat a little,

I work a little,

My hair grows daily thinner,
And, it seems,

I'lean ever a bit more heavily
On my old thornwood cane.

LiY TZ0 HUI
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Fssentials of Indian Education

A review of Essentials of an Indian Education, the 7th volume of The Besant Spirit,
published by The Theosophical Publishing House. Adyar. Price 12 annas.  This
series is '’ designed not only to place on record the great work Dr. Besant did but
also to call attention to the fact that the Besant Spirit is as urgently needed in
these days as it was actually available in the days gone by.

HE war has made people think of
T many things. In trying to find
the causes for the war and a solution
for the problem of war, people have
realized that many of our existing institu-
tions and ideas are wrong. For example,
it was supposed that education could
afford only a subordinate position to
religion. A recent editorial of The
Hindu quotes from a western wn?er:
“1f religious instruction could be given
a more prominent place in the curri-
culum of state schools, a large step
forward would have been taken in the
inculcation, possibly of Christian faith
and certainly of Christian moral stan-
dards.” .

In ancient India religion was the
centre of education and all else held
subordinate positions. Dr. Annie Besant
was one of the very few people who
had the foresight to recognize the
profound truth of ancient Indian edu-
cational ideals. During the course of
the anniversary addresses, 1899-1912,
delivered in The Central Hindu College,
which have been compiled in Essentia!s
of an Indian Education, she has unequi-
vocally declared : “ Education is no edu-
cation where religion and morality do
not form an integral part .<‘)f it. _In
another place she-says: “We build
education on the rock of religious and
moral training.” _

Tha second most important ideal of
education which Dr. Besant always kept

in mind was the building up of a united
India wherein the freedom and ancient
glory of India will be revived. India
has had no truer or more ardent lover
than Dr. Besant as is reflected in the
following words : “ The next thing that
we stand for is that boys and those who
are here as teachers should grow in
love for the Motherland that gave
them birth.”

Dr. Besant championed many a noble
cause. The education of the girls of
India, which has been sadly neglected,
is one of them. Since her pioneer
work in this direction, many institutions
for girls have grown up and public
opinion has been steadily growing in
support of her lead. Here again she
kept the ideal of Indian womanhood
before her as the aim of ber educa-
tional experiment. The key-note of
her educational work is to make the
Indian youth realize India’s greatness
and place. " Indian ideal, Indian thought,
and Indian customs” was her motto.

These lectures, in addition to laying
down the broad principles of Indian
education, answer many questions per-
taining to details and day to day prob-
lems of education. They show how reli-
gious and moral education can be
harmoniously blended with modern
secular knowledge, how constant ex-
aminations lead to the cultivation of
the memory, and the undercultiva-
tion of the perceptive and reasoning
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faculties and the judgment, how charac-
ter-building is the foremost and essential
part of education, and how educational
institutions should not only reflect the
ancient Ashrama ldeal but should lay
the foundations of good citizenship in
the students.

This book can “be profitably read
by all who have ardently at heart the

will be both encouraged in their uphil
task and able to understand more
effectively the essential principles on
which a real system of Indian education
must be built.” “Dr. Besant it was
who for the first time in this age dis-
closed to India the broad outline of
an education that m|ght be called
Indian " and in this book "is the U'r\lj'

future of Indian Education.” for " they veilingv" {Introduction) -R.

UNDERSTAND THE REALITIFb OF JNDIA

‘r'conSIder India as the home of culture. It is in India that
there is a real reservor of beautiful culture. but the modern
generation has a tendency -to be rough. Al the beautiful
. ‘courtesy of behaviour, a real | .understanding of the deep reali-
ties of life do not mean anyt ing to the young people They
want splash, noise. anything thatjis superficial.

Our sense of good tastg has certainly disappeared to a
great extent. Very rarely do/l find in modern India, and parti-
cularly in what is called ‘edicated India,” anything which { would
call good taste. It is only”the village people, the older genera-
tion, ‘whno appreciate great things instinctively, who can under-
stand beautiful colours.

There is so much meaning in colours.  Can you not imagine.
for example, that the arts, cuiture, music, dancing, are not so
much earthly attributes, but that they are heavenly attributes.
attributes of the Devas? Can you imagine a Deva presenting art
or music in browns. blacks, or dull colours? How can we bring
an art that s near to Nature, an art that is near to the Deva
influences, unless we show pure beauty ?

That pure beauty you find in the villages because they arc
not yet ' educated.” | am not saying they should not learn to read
and write, but | would rather they would remain as they are than
have the wrong education. Wrong education is no education at all.

If we want to help in Indian work, if we want to help in
cultural work, what we should do is to educate the minds of
the public, as well as our own minds, to the understanding of
greater things, of the realities. of true and beautiful ideals. |f
we study wonderful things in religion, in philosophy, then will
we begin to respond to beauty in life, in form. and in every

field of manifestation. RUKMINI DEVI
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We shall be happy to note in our journal useful activities of youth

organizations and Youth Lodges, if reports are sent.
* * *

With the rapid increase . in the cost of paper and printing and the
difficulty in maintaining foretgn subscriptions, the need for more Indian
subscribers is urgent. May we request the help of our subscribers in '
enrolling at least one new subscriber, for which purpose we enclose with
this issue a' subscription card ? We also request that our magazihe may

- be brought to the notice of local libraries, reading rooms, youth organi-

zations. well-wishers of young citizens and contemporary journals;
* . -
We specially desire to know if our readers have any suggesuons.‘ ;
with regard to the |mprovement of the gournal ’ '
- * .
.We acknowledge receipt of the following exchange journals . (
The Mel Milap (January-February) ; Kalki (June); Juventud Theo-

“sofica, Cuba (March) ; The Theosophist (June) ; The Theosophical Worker -
.:l(June) The Indian Theosophist (June); The Theosophical News ahd
"Notes, London (March) Human Affairs (June); The Teacher’s Journa’

(May) - Educational Indr_a : The Canadian Theosophist (February).
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