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POETRY IN BRIDGE

(With all apologies to the Goddess of Muse.}

By S. M. K, Sastri

am a matter-of-fact mathe-

matician. I am a cold and

calenlating engineer. I am
acher in every sense of the
term. If I, even I, burst into
unorthodox puetry, which has
no proper rhyme or metre, it
must be due to the intoxica-
ting excitement and the ecsta-
tic exhilaration that I expe-
rience in the game.

Take, for instance, the
following deal, which I played
as South with C as my part-
ner at the M. U, C. on
29-11-1940.

x
North dealer. A, I X
Neither side A K, Q. xx
vuinerable. K,Qxx
), 9, %5xX A, xx
?C-’va W NE 9,8 xx
10, X X s X o
¥ x A, 10,8 ¥ X
K,], 100 %
QX
fixxx
[J' XX

The hidding went as fol-
lows :—

X E Y W
1d dle 2d 2 5
3d 35 3N T. dle
_ - 4 ¢ -
3d : dle

We had, therefore, nitimate-
ly landed ourselves in a

contract of 5 diamonds to go
1 down. " One down is no
down ' runs the proverb. But
why go down at all in a hand
iike this?

With neither side vulnera-
ble, my f{ree raise fo two
diamonds guarantees about
114 quick tricks, apart from a
trump fit. North's 3 diamonds
aver West's two spades was,
in the circumstances, a very
moderate minimum bid. With
the strong cards that North
held in the other 3 suits, my
overcall of 3 N.T. over West's:
spade bid, which has been
supported by East, should have
immediately enabled him to
visualise my holding most of
my honour cards in spades.
After his minimum bids, I
covid not possibly have called
3 N.T. without at least two
atoppers in spades. A re-
double of West's double of
3 N.T. would have ensured
the game being played, and
won, at that contract, When
he had failed to do so, I could
hardly imagine his great
strength’in the other suits and
had, therefore, been forced to
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call 4 diamonds. It should
now at least have been clear
to North that my strong
cards in spades would be of
little use to him in a diamond
contract and that his losing
eards in hearta and clubs
would not possibly enable us
to fulfill any higher contract.
For him to bid 5 d at this
stage was onlv to 8Xpress
bankruptey of thoughts relat-
ing to the quick tricksin the
opponents’ hands and the jog-
ing cards in his own. To
present a score to the oppo-
nents, when holding over 5
honour tricks in the partner-
ship hands, is nothing but a
sacramental sacrilege of a
thoughtless game maniac.

Was it any wonder, therefore,
that my mind worked out the
following Verse in poet{'y —
**Oh, for sheer common-sense,
or for just soma dog-sense ;
You do not want any card-
sense,
Much less any super-sensge.”
Again, take the following
deal. that I played on 6-12-1940
at the M. U, C. as East with
R as my partner.

K,J,X A.,XX

+ X A N , 8 b
A Txxx W B pr 56,8 xx
+ X X XXx

Weo (East-West) were vuine-
rable with a part score of 90,
West was the dealer. The
bidding went as follows . —

THE INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

W. E.
10 2
2N.T. 3¢
4 4

The bidding fortunately died
at 4 hearts, since only 4 hearts
were made, after an opening
lead of clubs by South. My
response of 2 hearts was
vocifercusly criticised on the
ground that I was not in
possession of 314 quick tricks.
It was contended that even
one heart hid, when there was
a part score of 90, would
indicate strength, and the length
conld have been afterwards
shown, if necessary, with a jump
bid. I argued, and I urged.
that I hpd 7 winners, if hearts
were played as trumps, and
that it was practicaliy equal
to 4 quick tricks. I said
that it was, therefore, neces-
sary to kindle the idea of slam
posgibilities even at the very
start and that if Asking bids
were intelligently made, we
would not have gone beyond
our depthe.

But I recognised even then
that my logic was lopsided.
If West had seriously started
Agking bids, we should have
gone at least to the level of 5,
to lose the game and the rub-
ber and give some points to
the opponents, I realised that
vou cannot * Punch to finish ™
on one leg, however ready

MAY 1941

your fists may be, You would
be floored with your own
swing, when it reacts on the

" player sitting opposite to you.

It is too much to expect him
to judge fully as to when you
have the strength and when
you have length alome. The
rule that 314 quick tricks are
necessary for -a jump suif
take-out is a golden one that
canunot be easily broken with
impunity. Was it surprising,
therefore, that my state of
mind then resulted in the
following verse :—
“Length and breadth will
give you space,
But barring depth, it lacks

in grace.

Phantom Dbeauties dance on
dcreen,

But judge them fair in light
serena,”

Here is a happier deal,
which I piayved as West with
my favourile partner, K. R.
Sundaram Iyer in a duplicate
game at the M. T, C. on
3—3—1941.

), 85432
Dealer South. 10, 7, Z
Neither side xxx

vuinerable x
K, 10,9 Q7,0
Alosss N K Q53
X 2o E X ¥, 10
I x B » ,g,xx
A
Al QI Jlgl xxxx
Q;B:XX

The bidding went as fol-
lows :—

A club was opehed and
taken with the Ace in dummy.
I played three rounds of
trumps  and then overtook
club jack with the King.
North showing aut, it was easy
to locate the club queen, which
was ruffed and dummy re-
entered with a ruff of the
diamond King with the last
trump. The remaining 3 clubs
were run, enabling me to dis-
card all the spades. In the
result, therefore, the opponents
got only one diamond trick
and the contract was ful-
filied.

The slam signal was raised
by Bast Asking in spades,
suppreasing his club suit, when
hearts eminently suited him,
particularly with the void in
diamonds, If East had started
showing his ¢lub suit, it would
have been extremely difficult
to reach a slam. 1In fact, the
hand was played only at §
hearts at the other table. Affer
the Asking bid, I had joyfully
callad 5 hearts, aven over 5
diamonds, since I had the
second round contrel in apades,
apart from heart Ace. I had
done all I could to cement the
glam Bridge for my partner,
who had uitimately called
6 Thearts. My ecstasy and
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oxhilaration resuited in the
following verse :—

“ Asking bids are patent,
When slam contents are

latent,
Bat do not spoil dam
contents,
On scouring soil with
undervents,”

Here is another interesting
deal played by me as North

on 18—~11—1940 with S as my

partner.

A0 1,08
North dzaler, xe 5o

Both sides 8,6,5 4,3
K

vulnerable

LXK XX 10

A, 108, x

Q. 10, x w s E Z’ *

J A' Q- 10, 9
K, ; LXK XX
K.Q.Lx x
ALK 7,2
X, x

The bidding went as fol-
lows :—

N E s w

— 2¢. — 2N, T
- Je. 3JH die
38 — 4H dle

The initial call of two in a
suit, according to Culbertson,
is a regular rock-crusher, with
a conventiona! game force,
even when the partner holds a
Yarborough, It is an insured
‘bridge’ designed by the de-
claring architect and financod

exclusively by him, even

without any contribution from
his partner.

But n * Bogue two = 8ls0o.

pays provided you have &R
alert partner and unimaginative
opponents. Both sides being
vulnerable, I had as North
naturally passed. Hast. &
scheming wveteran, came out
with a 2 club bid. The bid
was too much for my parinéer,
who had merely passed. Bub
when West had called 2 N. T-
and Bast had called 3 clubs,
my vpartner had belatedly
called 3 hearts to be doubled
by West. T “smeltarvat’ and
made bold to bid 3 spades.
But I did not have the courage
to go to 4 spades after m‘Y
partner’s 4 hearts was agalll
doubled, though a 4 spade bid
would have given us & la¥-
down zame. | had naturally

imagined that East was hold~

ing most of the Honour cards
and my partner was onl¥
bidding on great length and
not on strength. East had
effectively fooled wus out of 8
4d or 4s bid. T was naturally
dispirited and depressed. Bub
1 had even then formulated

the following verse :—

“Holding ‘two ’and bidding
three
[s sometimnes good, they say :
Holding ' three ' and bidding
two

Is sometimes paying too!

FORCING BIDS
By V. T. Subbiah Mudaliar

HONTRACT bridge is being
splaved now at most of the

clubs. The game has been
introduced almost at every out-
of-the-way moffusil station
by enthusiasts who have seen
brilliant contraci played else-
where. The enthusiast starts
rending Culbertson’s Gold
hook. remembers a little here
and a little there and these
gieanings form the foundation
stock for the other players.
It implies obviously that the
other players do not read the
book and get a precise know-
iedge of the game. They look
up to their gurn when difficul-
ties crop up, that luminary
gives his ruling and the game
goes on happily. Everybody
proudly feels that he is playing
Contract and follows the
Culbertson system. But it is
doubtful whether Culbertson
himself would recognise his
syatem in these places. The
position of the game at the
district headquarters is siightly
different. There are generally
a few enthusiasts at every
place, each of whom goes
through the book, the rulings
given by one are questioned by

the others, the Gold book is
referred {0 and precise and
definite knowledge is built up
gradually and by degrees, and
the game is thus prevented
from being sadly mutilated.
In Contract bridge, the odd
tricks bid and made are alone
counted towards game. The
preminm values for slams,
rubber ete., are also pitched
high and are glamorous. The
objective of evary player is to
hid up to the maximum that
the partnering hands are cap-
able of yielding and gather
the rich premiums. Side by
side, the penalties for under-
tricks are also high and
deterrant, restraining the
unwary at every stags from
soaring high and beyond the
limita. It is, therefore, ohvious
that the bidding in Contract
has to be precise and accurate
and that partnership communi-
cations have got to be built
up on sgund lines, before the
best final bid is arrived at,
One of the major props used
in the bidding is the use of
the foreing bids. The {orcing
hids are of extreme value and
their inunovation is an out-
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standing advance over the old
methods employed in Auction
bidding.

There are no two opinions
aboutlthe need for the use of
t"orcing bids. Suppose there
18 a very satrong hand with
A, K, to six in both spades
and hearts and a singleton
club. Anybody can see game
in thie hand with either spade
or heart as the trump  suit.
Which is to be the trump suit
is the question? There are
30 many ways of bidding and
arnving at a gams contract
One spade may be hid to start
with; the partner is probably
weak and drops you cold at
one spade. The hest thing
would appear to be to bid up
4 hearts or spades straight-
away. Possibly you make
game, possibly also you go
down one or two depending
upon the partner's cards. The
partner may have 3 spades,
one heart and nothing else of
value. If you chance to call
spade, you win and if you
atep on hearts, you lose. The
best thing and the only way
of managing it would appear
to be to tell the partner that
you have a very strong hand
capable of making game, that
you have two suits-hearts and
spades— and to ask him to
choose hetween the two, A
quantity of information has
got to be given within one or

THE INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

two bids and this could posdibly
he done only by resorting to
some convention or other.

An opening bid of two in a
suit is the conventional bid
to depiect a hand sirong
enough to make game, almost
indepandantly, with little or
no asgistance from partner.
This dynamite announcement
binds both the partners and
they are not at liberty to drop
the bidding tiill a final game
bid is made. This is a simple
convention and admits of no
variations or exceptions. But
what is happening everyday
is something different. Each
player uses it as it suits his
fancy at the time or as his
mentor taught him originally
with his doubtful knowledge.

Here is an instance. A
player opened the bidding with
two spades, got a response of
two notrumps and made 3
rebid of three hearts, The
partner passed. The opening
bidder started haranguing. His
partner asked him to shut up.
He added that he had. as in
courtesy bound, announced &
weak hand and an yarborough
by his two notrump bid, that
he preferred hearts to spades
as he had three rags in hearts
and only one of spades and
that his pariner ought not to
expect anything more. He
finished by saying ‘' Partner,
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you may commit suicide, but
I shall never help you to it
and he did not. Now is this
suicide or murder ? The game
was played out and a little
slam was actually made. And
now note the final touch—
“ partner, with such a hand
you should pid a little slam
straightway and not lose snich
golden opportunities. You
have made a little slam with-
out any help from my hand. In
the vain hope of trying to
find out whether 1L had any
cards to help you to a grand
slam, you lost your little slam
ag well. It you had bhid little
slam hy yourselt and if I had
something in my hand,—a pic-
ture here, and another there —
would 1 not hid a grand alam ?
Please credit your. pariner
also with some senge !’

[t js eclear that even the
hest systewn will fail, if it is
not properly understood  and
properiy -used. The Culberi-
gon's Gold book details a
number of forcing gituationa.
They are probably puzzling to
the beginner and guch fasti-
dious distinctions are made
hetween one situation and
another that one may despair
of learning them. But there
are really a few forcing bids
only and they are easily learnt.
A few minutes spent in fami-
liarising omeself with the forc-

9

ing bids will result in harmony
at the table, pleasure in the
game for all concerned and
in better bridge eventually.
It may he stated as a pre-
amble that a single jump bid
is the germ of most of the
forcing bids. Certain bids are
forcing for ome round only
and some are forcing till a
final game Dbid is made, Ceor-
tain others are said to be
semi-forcing. There is, how-
ever, no such thing as a
semiforcing bid.

(a) Game forcing bids

1. An opening bid of two
in a suit is unconditionally
forcing to game and neither
partner is at liberty to drop
the bidding till a final game
hid is made. If after a two
heart opening and an eventual
three notrumps by the respon-
der, the opening hand makes
a further call of four clubs,
the responder is not released
from the game force. He is
atil] bound to keep the bidding
alive, as 4 clubs is not a
game bid.

2. Animmediate (non-jump)
overcall in an opponent’s suit
at the earliest opportunity is
also forcing to game. This
iz the bid available for the
defending side for giving the
game force and is of the same
significance as the opening bid
of two in a suit.
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North East South West
1C 2C
game forcing
icC —_ - 18
— 20

The two club bid here is not
game forcing. It was not
made at the earliest oppor-
tunity.

3. After partner has opened
the bidding, a single jump
raise in the partner's suit or
a single jump take-out in a new
suit or in notrump is forcing
till game is made. It should,
however, benoted that only a
pingle jump raise or take-out
is forcing to game. A double
jump portrays something diffe-
rent, It is of a pre-emptive
-nature made with length and
strength only in the sait ealled
and not much besides. The
only exception to this rule is
a double jump in a higher

suit into the level of 3 which, -

according to the latest modifi-
cations, is also forcing to
game, ’
North East Bouth West
L. 1C Pass 2D
gingle jump take-out-~forcing
_ to game,
2 18 Pass 3C
single jump take-out—forcing
1o game,
18 Pass 35
single jump raise—~forcing
to game.
4 IS8 Pass 2N. T.
single jump take-out-—forcing
to game. This bid as also
No. 3 is, however, not
forcing if the responder
had originatly passed.

THE .INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

5. 1C Pasa 315
Double jump take-out in 2
higher suit into the level
of 3—forcing to game-
A slight confusion arises
generally when the opening
bidder makes a single JjumP
take-out in a new svit over
partner’s response of one over
one, as follows :—

North Bouth
1 1D
25

The single jump take-out of
2 spades over omne diamond
response is not forcing 10
game. This jump take-out
can only be taken to be highly
invitational.

The basic principle underly-
ing the game-forcing calls is
this. The hand holding strong
cards is almost sure of &
game in somse bid or other,
and wants to find out by
stages the best bid suitable
for the two combined partner-
ing hands, Unless this infor-
mation about the strength is
announced, it is likely that
the weak partnering hand will
drop the bidding before &
final game bid is reached.
The game force is intended
to avert such a disaster.

(b) Forcing for one round

1. Any non-iump suit take-
out following an opening bhid
is forcing for ome round. Teo
illustrate.—
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North East South West

1. IC - 1H Forcing for
one round

2a. IS — zH . do

2b. 18 — 2C do

The sbove instances are iden-
tical in that they are non-
jump simple take-outs in a
‘new suit, but very different
in their make up. No. 1
is a simple one-over-one
overcall, maintaining the bid
at the same level. It may,
therefore, be made with a
bare five card suit headed by
Qand T or by a four card
auit headed by K and Q with
nothing else of value besides.
Nos. (2a) and (2b) raise the
bidding level from one odd to
twa odd. This is made with 114
honour tricks and a five card
major suit or 2 tricks with a
five card minor suit or 24
honour tricks with a four card
suit. These responses are, how-
ever. not forcing if the respon-
der had originaily passed.

9. A new suit bid at the
lavel of one or three after an
opening bid and a response.
To illustrate :—

North South

1. 1C D
I

2 1C 1D
i H s

3 IS INT
3C

4. 1H s
INT 2 H
3D

11

5 I8 2C

3C ap
The italicised bids in ail thease
cases are forcing for one round.
The one round force is often
observed in the breach, leading
to a breaking-up of a partner-
ship understanding. It is well
to remember that the partner
of the opening hand may make
a simple take-out bid with
anything up to 344 quick-
tricks. The one round force
effactively guards against the
opening hand passing and
wasting the higher values that
the responding hand may have.

3. Take-out Doubles:—The
idea of the take-out double ig
slightly confusing to the
beginners. It may be laid
down for their benefit that
a double of a bid of one
notrump or of a bid of one
or two in a suit, is a take-out
double, provided that the part-
ner has not made a bid of
any sort voluntarily and also
that the double is made
at the earliest opportunity.
All other doubles are ‘ Penalty
Doubles " made for gathering
penalties and are to bhe left-in
by partner.

The take-out double is made
with 3 or more honour tricks
in the hand distributed in
2 or 3 suits with suitable fillers
and weakness generally in the
suit doubied. The hand should
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ordmaniy be such that any
suit that partner might name

should agree with the hand..

Otherwise the hand should
have a ready-made rescue suit
to be bid when necessary. The
take-out double requires that
the partner should name his
fongest suit at the cheapest
level, A pass is barred.

Should the opponent on the
right intervene and redouble,
the necessity for showing the
beet suit becomes greater and
the doubler's partner should
respond as though the redouble
had not been made. The
weaker the hand, the greater
is the need to respond and show
the long suit. Should the oppo-
nent intervene with any other
bid, -the doubler's partner is
relieved of the necessity.to ras-
pond. Any response made by
him at this stage would bs
taken to be made with abont
114 honour tricks and a
genuine bhiddable suit.

The ‘opponent at the right
may intervene and release the
partner of the doubler of the
{orced responses at the first
instance and the doubler may
again double the bid that may
come on to him, and his
partner wonld etill be -bound
to respond in the usual
manner. There iz only one

case where the take-out double
may be passed as when the
doubler’s partner has 4 definite
tricks in the suit doubled or
3 definite tricks therein and
1 outside honour trick. The
pass would then be a penalty
pass., The 4 tricks with him
together with the 3 honour
tricks of the doubler would
normally set the contract by
a trick or two.

A no-trump is often attempt-
ed to be given as a responsé

_to show about 114 honour tricks

and control in the suit doubled.
This is not heipful and con-
structive and'is to be avoided.
A single jump call even in @
shaded biddable suit is to be
preferred. Similarly a band
that could give a free response
even without a double should
indicate the hand by making
a single jump call to differen-
tiate it from the conventlona.l
response after a doubie.

4, Asking Bids and the 4-3
No-trump convention,

There are what are called
the asking bids and the 4-5
no-trump convention bids
which areforcing for one round.
Their general utility seems to
be doubted even by their
authors now and their signifi-
cance and uses need not, there-
fore, be gone into.

PLAN YOUR PLAY

No. IT SERIES

By S. Rajam Iyer

You would not, of cowrse, deny that it is necessary to puuse,
nponder and plan your play as svon as the dummy dis laid down.

But do you wlways do so?

your thinking clear and your

reasoning precise? Read these series of articles so as {0 get the
habit and the instine! fo pause, ponder ond plun your play.

Hand No. 4
A, 3
A, Q8
A, 10,7, 2
K, 673
North South
K' Q! }! 10’ 7
I 43
J 5: 3
A,

Against a six spades con-
tract by South, Waest leads
spade four. [do you see any
chanrce of making the contract?
You have one joser in heart
and two in diamonds. How
can you get rid of two of the
losers? If the club queen i3
held by East, you can dis-
card one of the losers on the
king of clubs. Again il dia-
monds break 3-3-3-4, the fourth
diamond with dummy will
take care of another loser.
Vou ean afford to give omly
one trick either in heart or
diamond. But if you concede
a trick in heart, you cannot

help iosing a trick in diamond.
So the success of the contract
depends upon your not losing
a trick in leart. Then you
should, for one thing, hope
that heart king is with Woest,
S0 you hope, and pray that
the disposition of the relevani
cards are as you desire them
to he. ¥You have, up to now,
been at pains to cogitate and
decide definitely that, if at all
the contract could be made,
it can only for the distribu-
tion detailed above.

Now comes the second stage
of the mental process. Assum-
ing that the cards are distri-
buted quite to your liking, how
would you proceed to play?
You should not lose two tricks
in diamonds before vou deve-
lop the fourth diamond in
dummy. You should, therefore
devise and pian a line ol play
by which you lose only one
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trick in diamond, Direct
finesse either way cannot help
yfm. S0 you should first
discard one diamond on the
f:lub king, concede a trick
In diamond, ruff the third
diamond and establish the
fourth. The technique of this
pl.ay may be called “ Indiract
elimination of losers by co-
operative transfer from guit
to suit.”

Now comes the third stage
of the play. To carry out the
plan in play you shouid pre-
serve sufficient entries in
dummy. You, therefore, take
fsha Brat trick with the ace
in dummy and immediately
finesse olub queen between
ace and jack. Jack holds,
Play out the ace, Lest the
third round of clup should be
ft'uﬂ'esd, you draw  out the
Tamps.  You find
break 5-3-3-2. Now contl;:n;l?:
crucial stage in the play. Do
you ges the danger if
finesse heart at thig staggl‘l?
You lose an entry which
should be preserved till the
last. If you finesse the heart
queen and piay eclub king on
which you discard a diamond
then you have hecessarily t,o'
play diamond ace ang follow
with diamond two. Raat will
taks the trick and Teturn g
heart. Your jack is covered
with the king and dummy’s
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ace should perforce takes the’ :

trick. That means dummy i#'
left- without any further entry:
The fourth diamond could not
be reachad to throw awsy
your second loser. Therefore,
yon play a diamond from your
hand, after drawing out the
trumps. Take it with the ace
and return another diamond
after discarding one on cfub
king. Whoever may take the
trick, you are mnot worried.
If East takes the trick and
plays club, you ruff it out and
finesse heart. Take the trick
with the queen, play a dia”

mond and ruff it with the

last trump. Enter dummy
through heart ace and discard
the third heart in your hand.
If the opponent who takes the
second diamond trick, play®
heart, well and good, it i8
Bven easier.

Hand No. b
A, i [
A, L, 65
A’ JD g
Q6
North South
85 4
HE
, 10, 9
’ 80 5: 4' 3

As against a three no trump
contract by South, after an
opening hid of 1 diamond bY
West, West {eads diamond 4
How would you plan and
play? You readily see three
tricks in diamonds and only
one trick each in spade and
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heart. Having a doubleton
in heart with you, developing
another heart is out of the
question, unless either of the
opponents holds king and
quesn unguarded. Even then
you have to manufacture
three more tricks to keep the
contract. You are ieft with
club alone to fall back on.
How can you deveiop four
tricks in clubs? Do you find
an even percentage of chance?
Your partner holds three aces
and, therefore, Wast must
have the «c¢lub ace for his
opening bid of one diamond.
Then the question is whether
West holds ace to three or
doubleton in club. If he holds
three cards, the contract must
inevitably fail. For his ope-
ning bid of one diamond with
four honor cards outside,
west musé have five cards;
you hold a doubleton in heart;
80 you reasonably expect three
hearts, if not four, with him,
It is not likely that Kast has
five card suits both in spades
and hearts. Affinity of pat-
terns, as seen from your hand
pattern, also probablises that
the distribution with West is
of the 5-3-3-2 variety. The
rule of fregquency also shows
that the doubleton with West
ecan be only in your lonzest
suit, cinb. %o the chandes
geem to be in your favour
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Anyway, vou hope that Weat
holds only two ecards in club.

Then to play. Take the
trick with diamond nine and
play a small club. If West
ducks, take the trick with
gueen, and then play another
club, Follow from your hand
with a rag. Close your eyes
and pray that the ace falls,
Then the game is easy.

Hand No. 6.

As against a six spades con-
tract by North, East leads
hearts 4. Here are the North-
Bouth hands. How do_ you
plan your play, providing for
all possibie contingencies?

A] K! J’ 9’ 5

K, 10

A, 10,3

AT S

North Bouth

8243
A, 3,2
K, J,2
K! Ql 3

The lead of hearts 4 shows
that the suit is divided 4-4
with BEast-West. If West is
void in spade, the contract
must fail. So we hope that
the sait breaks 5-4-3-1. May
he, it breaks two and two with
east and west. If Queen to
three be with East, one trick
in frump must be lost and
another trick may be lost if
the correct finesse be not taken
in diamonds, The finesse in
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diamonds is purely a matter
of chance and gamble. So we
should try to find out a line
of play which would eliminate
pure guess. We shall try to
find out how the tramp breaks,
80 take the trick with the
heart king and play spade king.
You are glad to see that both
the opponents follow., Then
enter dummy through hearts
ace and lead another gpade.
If the queen falls, it is easy
work. You willingly concede
one trick in diamond and make
the contract, If West does
not shed the queen on the
second round of trumps, we
should not 4ry to finesse the
queen. If the finesse goes
wrong and the diamond
finesse also fails, the contract
iz lost. 8o play the ace on
the second round of tfrumps
in any event. If Eagt drops
the gqueen, waell and good.
Even if not, ¥You are not
worried. Enter dummy through
club king and ruff the third
heart. play two more rounds
of clubs and exit with a trump,
Whoever may hold the trump
queen, has to lead diamond,
finesaing the suit for us, or
play for ruff and discard,

Hand No. 7.

A3 against a three no-try mp
contract by South, West leads
spades 4. Here are the hands
of North and South:

t
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8! 7’ 3

AT

A, 10,9

A Q62

Narth Sauth
K, ].5
K! Q!z
Kl .]' 7! 4
J, 10,9

How do you settle your line
of play? The lead of spade 2
shows that east has only two
cards in spades, if the duce
ba with west himself. So you
proceed on the assumption thab
west started with a five card
suit. If so, what should you
do? You have. three tricks
in hearts, one in spade any-
way, two in diamonde %nd
three in clubs even if the kl-ng
be offside, making in all nine
tricks. But you should see
that the opponents do not run
away with five tricks be'vfol‘e
you gather your nine trlpkB-
You should avoid two pittals
in vour path. East covers the
opening lead with queen. Now
you should withstand ‘thf—‘
temptation of taking the trick
with the king. Duck the firat
round. East repeats spade.
You cover with one of the
honors. What ever west may
do, you are not worried.
Spade 8 from east tells you
that west holds ace to five
spades. When you get the
lead, play club jack and ﬁnasffﬂ
for the king. The trick is
lost to east’s king. Whate\:er
he leads, nine tricks are ice

MAY 1941

cold. In actual play, North aver-
took the quesn and attacked
diamond by finessing through
east, 80 as not to put him -on
iead. West won the trick and
returned a ciub, East's king
won the trick. East returned
a spade., West ran his four
spades. Thus the contract was
set two tricks. Play on this
hand seems not very compli-
cated. But unthinking play
and inability to count and
to provide for all possible
contingencies ruina easy
chances of success.

Hand No. 8.

As against a four hearts
contract by South, West leads
club queen. Here are the
declarer’'s and dummy’s hands.
How do you proceed to play
logically ?

Qv 4‘ 2

K,7.43

K. 74

AK, 2

North South

1,0,5
A Q10 8,2
A,
8,43

You naturally take the trick
with the ace and to see how
the trumps break, play the
ace. You find that both the
opponents follow. You play
the king also. West shows
out. Should you play the
third round of trumps or not?
You should, because you do
not need more than one trump,
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which you preserve, even if you
play the third round. After ex-
hausting adverse trumps, what
should you do? It is true
that the contract can be made
if diamond finesse through
ace-jack stands. But do you
foresee the danger if the dia-
mond jack falls to Waest's
queen, If he returns a diamond
or club you will have to loge
one trick in eclub, if spade is
discarded on the diamond king
and two tricks in spades, or
three tricks in spades, if you
discard a club on the diamond
king hecause you have to lead
spades. Thus the contract
will be defeated. So the cage
of diamond finesse has to he
ruled out. What is the next
best plan?  You have o
foser in diameond, one in elyb
and apparently three in sSpades.
So you should try to confine
your losers in spades to two,
How to achieve it? A little
logical thinking would put
you in the way. You can get
cne trick in spade if {he
opponents are forced to lead
the suit. The only way to so
force them is to atrip all the.
side suits and throw them in.
At that stage they will have
to play either for ruff and
discard or lead spade. It is
immaterial what they do,
You lose only two tricks in
apade. Therefore after exhaust-
ing tramps, play ace and king
of diamonds and ruff the
third diamond, play the second

round of e¢lub and exit with
the third.



AN OPENING SUIT BID OF ONE
By A. M, R. David

HE politician declaims

against the complexities of

the twentieth-century life.
The moralist thunders against
the artificialities of present-day
life. The economist pleads
against the extravagances of
modern life. “ Back to nature’ s
they all ery in unison. Within
certain limits, they are very
right.

The quick-trick valuation
emphasised so greatly in Con-
tract bridge is merely an
artificial valuation of the hand.
It is true that in Contract
bidding each player has to
disclose to bis partner the
quick-trick strength held by
him so as to co-ordinate the
bidding into the safest maxi-
mum level, Even 8o, the
emphasis placed .on quick-trick
values can be easily over-done.

The natural strength of a
hand is its playing strength
or the number of tricks that
can be secured by a player at
a bid made by him. According
to most systems, and parti-
cularly according to the
Culbertson system, one must
have 4 to§ playing-tricks to
justify an opening bid of one

in & suit. This minimum of
4 playing-tricks when not 'Vul‘
nerable and 5 playing-tricke
when vuinergble is, of course.
quite sssential. These natural
requirements are merely born
of common sense,

But there is no particular
charm in the minimum of .2%
quick-tricks gonerally required
for an opening suit bid of one
by the Culbertson system and
most of the other systems now
in vogue. This requirement
is, of course, laid down on the
basis of an opening hi}nd
cortaining more quick-trick
strength than an average hand.
an average hand holding about
2 quick-tricks or 34 of 'the
approximatsly 814 quick-trmlfs
in all the 4 hands. This
requirement, however, pays no
regard whatever to the playing-
trick strength of the hand.
I agree that an opening hand
shouid he stronger than an
average hand. But this aves
rage hand should take iflto
account both quick-trick
strength and playing-trick
strength. It would follow {hﬂﬁ
a hand containing 2 quick-
tricks but ertra playing-trick
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strength s generolly qood
cnough for an opening suit bid
of one,

Take, for instance, the follow-
ing hands, which w_ould not
justify an opening bid of one
according to the Culberison
system and most other gystems:

I 2 K QS .
b 0%,
h &K 3 Sy
;?-sxKoX;X,X;XK.’Af(?X'x,K’x ATOE Tx
Q5% J };' X
-4 X X . 6
x ¢ K zx Q, x,%,%,%.%
b: JJ X ]l X J?‘x’ K' X
K, xx I, x

A, LLxxxx Ky Q, J, BET XE

But all these hands woqid,
and should, justily an opening
bid of one im a suit. The bids
would be quite sound. If .the
hands contain about 4 qu?cké
trick less than what 18 reqmrf?

by Culbertson, theg:' con!;all{n
definitely more playmg-tn?- ]
than what is required by him.
They are further gafe, They
contajn suits which can .k()le
rebid by way of gign-off bi i‘
and thus avoid the danger O
climbing high.

It is, of course, generally
acknowledged that ar{ aggr?s-
give policy for opening bxdf
is a great advantage, especi
ally in the part-score .rangle.
An opening bid ordinarily
constitutes the best‘dea-fencef.
It complicates the hidding o
the opponents, which m.ay
otherwise proceed with
machine-like precision. That

is the greatest advantage in
the opening bids advocated by
me. But that apart, it ensures
good and profitable contracts
being secured jn hands that
would be otherwise thrown
away.

It should not be assumed
that a hand with about 14 quick-
trick less than what is required
under the Culbertson system
is always good for an open-
ing bid of one. It is not.
1 would place great emphasis
on the necessity for a suffici-
ent number of playing tricks
for an opening bid. Even the
possession of 3 aquick tricks
may not at times justify an
opening bid of one. A safe
formula for” these opening bids
is a minimum of 2 quick
tricks and 4 to 5 playing
tricks. But the gquick tricks
can be reduced by 3 {irick
provided there is definitely one
more playing trick as also a
rebiddable  suit which can be
rebid by way of sign-off. Again
the playing tricks may be
reduced by 34 trick provided
thers is one more quick-trick.

The proof of the pudding
is in the eating. The A(.:ol
system requires only a 10 point
count or approximately. 2
quick-tricks for an opening
bid. The success of the sys-
tem in England in the years
1938-39, immediately before
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the war broke out, was pheno-
menal, It swept everything

before it and its foliowers.

won toursament after tourna-
ment.
Coming nearer home, take
this slightly modified deal,
. 1,10,9,8,7,6
&8 ’
¢

O
® K, 0,58, 2
’A,5,4,2 ‘3
@?,?03 WNEOLII%?'G'z
3 10,9, 8, S 2 AR 97,642

3
ks
2 8 15 r 5' 41 3
AL 7.6 4

which was played ag deal
No. 4 in the pairs progreasive
tournament at the Sudder
Gardens in Easter, 1940, There
is a cold slam in diamonds to
the East-West pair. But the
hand had besn thrown in at
one or two tables and the Eagt-
Waest pair had oniy heen en-
abled to join the bidding at
many of the other tables
because it was opened by the
North-South pairs, who them-
:_ae]ves could not do 8o, aceord-
Ing to most of the present
systems. My point is that when
neither East nor West coulg
have opened the bidding on
this deal, under the Culbertson
-and most other systems, there
is a slam in their hands, even
without the distribution being
extraordinarily freskish, Again
take this following hand,

.

THE INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

A T.9.52
8,3
10, 0,6, 4
Q. 87 4
59.6,: w'E $ AK, 7,54
Q109,72 " g g K, J.84
Q!‘ Kr 8|7
& K, 1063
Q.1
P

which was played as deal No.
25 in the Sudder Gardens and
wherein there is a game for
North-South in Spades. But
neither North nor South could
have opened the bidding accor-
ding to most of the present
fystemas. -

Let us now see how the
requirements for an open-
ing bid laid down by Culbert-
son have reacted on the
founder himself. In the follow-
ing hand played as Hand
No. 4 in the match between the
Austrians and the Americans
for the World Championship
in 1937,

& K J,1073
gi: 5
1 10,9,7,5, 3
Q87 Ao & A5 4
& Dol F QA5
oK, 8 W E $ 1,64
#0106 N 8 &Kz
9.7

¢ K, Q 10,

OQ.(ZJ 7

& A T85,4

the Austrians sitting North-
Bouth at Table No. 1 had bid
and made 3 diamonds. But
Mr. and Mrs. Culbertson play-
ing North-South in Table No.
2 had thrown in tbe hand,
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since neither North nor South
couid, according to their sys-
tem, have opened the bidding.
Similarly in Deal No. 20 in
the same match,

»
¢ K Q1w
O 10,8, 2
& K, J 10

:K 8l Y- N

w E

Y

9,3
A 9,7,3.2
A, 7
Q973

L Jen

1, 10,8
8,6
O K, 1,63
& A 852
the Americans playing East-
West in Table No. 1 had
thrown in the hands, but the
Austrians playing East-West
in the second table had bid
and made a good part-score
in hearts. These were the only
two hands that were thrown
in during the whole match of
96 deals. And in both these
hands the Americans were
the losers, since the quick-

21

trick requirements of the Cul-
bertson system for an opening
bid could not be satisfied.

The modified requirement of
2 quick-tricks, provided there
is an additional playing trick-
value of at [east one, can be
easily grafted into the Cul-
bertson system. One need
oniy pay a greater regard
for sign-off bids. One should
also handle business doubles,
and particularly light doubles,
with greater care, when play-
ing this modified system, But
that apart, the reduction of
the quick-trick requirements
of 214 by 86 to 2 would not
affect the use of the Culbertson
gystem in other respects, par-
ticularly since this reduction
in quick-trick values in the
opening hand is always com-
pensated for by greater play-
ing-trick values.

The Way to Slam

The Clubmen say :cha-t Professor Mooty

I« the slickest player this side of Ooty.
For instance since the matches began,

He has organised a simple plan,

Whereby his partoer rubs his nose,

In the naivest kind of pose.

And while the enemy swears a d-n,
Mooty and partner have made their slam,

N. R. 8.



THIS IS WAR

(Adopted from Ely Culbertson

By Dr. M. K. Sahadevan

RIDGE is a war of paste-

board armies. The players

are the Commanders-in-
chief. The hidding is strategy,
a series of manoeuvrea to
secure the best position (con-
tract). The play is the actual
battle or tactical execution of
the planned campaign, A trap
bid or cute play is a strategem
in the nature of an ambush in
the manoeuvres of masses.

A great Bridge player is a
great General, A great player
18 one who can defeat an
adversary's superior hand, just
a8 3 great General is one whao
can defeat a superior army,
Any one can score victories
with good allies and strong
power-houses. But it requires
a strategist to stand his ground
with poor allies and weak
forees. A great (Femeral mohij-
lises his armies efficiently ang
gets the best out of them, Ha
gets the best out of every ally
as well. Through good straie-
gy, he manceuvres into the
best position. Through good
tactics, he best executes the
planned campaign. He takes
advantage of all possible am-

bushes and does mot overlook
any traps planted by the
enemy.

At the Bridge table, only 8
true strategist multiplied bY
10 diplomats can manage the
motley assortment of humanity
facing him. The proper hand-
ling of all human freaks is 29
indispensable as the propet
handling of all paste-board
freaks. The bridge strategist
has always to face two fronts
simultaneously. He must ¢0°
ordinate his bidding with bis
ally’s and select the best pes-
sible position available from
the resources in each deal:
At the same time, he must
face the strenuous opposition
of the adversaries, guard him-
self and partner against their
girategems and try to oul”
monoeuvre them in the strug-
gle for the hest bid.

While there are many ways
of winning a battle, there are
but 2 sources of supply—
honours and lengths. Unless
the quality and quantity aré
properly assesgsed, you cannot
properly co-ordinate with your
ally, The proper valuation,
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precise information and good

“peychology are essential to
- ynanceuvre into the best posi-

tjon. Bvery bid, like every
manoeuvre, should be treated
as part of a strategic whole
and not merely as isolated
events by themselves. The
manoeuvres are complete when
through good strategy the best
possible position (bid) has been
gelected and its acceptance
forced on the adversaries.

The actual battle starts with
the opening lead. The winning
of a trick is the capturs of a
position, which is good or bad
according to the extent of
sacrifice. The various plays
involved in preparing the
ground for the winning of
honour, length and ruffing
tricks are mobilization. The
finesse is & Manoeuvre for a
favourahle position, 3 kind of
enveloping movement.  The
four suits are the roads of
communication between the
allied hands, There are at-
tempts to cut off and to build
sommunications, wherein you
should always have an engi-
pearing corps at work. The
partnership language in leads

and play has the funciion of
the signal corpe. The squeeze
plays and the different coups
are simultanecus attacks on
divergeut fronts, which the
enemy is unable to break at
the same time The entries
and stoppers are the bridges
and fortresses, The whole
gcheme is a struggle of suits
and fragments of suits to break
through the opposing fort-
resaes.

As in war, behind every
manoeuvre stands the relent-
lepss shadow of time. Time
jg the essence of the play,
While the passage of the enemy
is temporarily barred by the
fortress of a stopper, resources
are mobilised and suits are
established. The conflicts are
frequently decided on the basis
of which side retains just one
more Iead or stopper. The

-{nvisible factor of time domi-

nates the battle of paste-board
armies just as it dominates
the battles of uniformed men.
And the anguish of Welling-
ton's cry at Waterloo, " WNight
or Blucher” 1is echoed at
almost every play of a Bridge
hand.



ETHICS

l\ OST of us have probably
Oiread, and enjoyed, Charles

Lamb’s essay on Mrs.
Barah Battle’s opinions on
whist. “A clean hearth, a
cheerful fire, and the Tigour
of the game™. “ Playing the
game” according to the laws
is, of course, essential. But it
is very much more essential 1o
“play the game” according
to the spirit of the laws.

The greatest vice now prevalent in the game is to ({319;2
with special emphasis, inflection or intonation. The mo

lation and the tone generally cover the different octavesand ..

the various notes in the different octaves. We have a.so::t
fident resounding shout of a bid at one end and a hesita .
whispered call of a bid at the other. There is, in S}i’m
bids, a clear note of finality. There is, in some ot Blf%
an equally clear note of temporariness. There is again, :) ¢
the Asking bids of some plavers, a definite note du-
interrogation. It is all reprehensible. We should assl I
ously cultivate, and always employ, a uniform tone in a
bidding situations.

Another prevalent vice is found in the indication gf
the nature of one’s own hand or in the expression of a?-?rer
val or disapproval of the bidding or play of the pa “k
In various ways, by word, manner, gesture or rem:‘tilll'ell
We suddenly come across a ferocious glare or some oh' .
facial contortion. Questions are sometimes asked, W 1c‘é
are pregnant with meaning. Attention drawn to th'e SGCI)ll ?
at some particular stage of the bidding is also occasiona 13;
packed with suggestion. It is all unfair. We should &
cultivate, and maintain, a “ Poker face " during the bidding
and play.

Another group of vicious practices is more subtle. One
takes the form of a particularly long hesitation over Sonle
bid or other. It suggests, and is sometimes it_\tended o
suggest, a hand on the verge of biddability or, if the OPPIO'
nents have bid high enough, a hand that is very nearly
strong, by itself, to.defeat the contract. Another form 18
to take a card-ofit before’ the trick is quitted or bangmg,lf‘
card on the table to. suggest that the one that does so will,

" It may, of course, happen

¥ ~ level best
“however, try our leve
~ occasional lapses through
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i . trick. A card is sometiines taken out
3n%)'s}iogld,irr\?rr;1nedtigief;c after a doul?le or a redouble and
;c)of . et}’le others have bid, to indicate that the con‘f;'aqt

) (t)ir?wt be changed. It is all dishonest. We should elimi-
E:ete all sué:h suggestive conduct in our bid and play.

icious practices is mostly concerned
i lThe' lasie%fl?su %-nocif ;ystems not un_derstood by the oppo-
itk wE hould only use the officially approved_ terms
e ot e Sl?;hel' local or individual variants, particularly
and not anyl (:;tef are suggestive or carry any meaning of
When these & No bid ” is the official term that is to be used
their owo. d rcl)ot make a bid. To say “content aft%r; a
e o, g-double is neither official nor proper. bm;
double orla r system that is known to your partner ]u
cannot play 3eﬁtional system in vogue in the club or tlle-
is not the clonq vou have the same fully explained to the
locality, un e&STm ycan of course, indulge in psychic blddmﬁ
opponents. gﬁr heart's content. But your partner sh?u
and playl to lbir htest extent, be at a greater advaritage ’Kan
oo por :ntgs in understanding your calls ﬁndrpvag- has?é
Y oparently psychic bid or play, which is, b the barte
appargg%gegl} gr'undeﬁned understaﬂd}ng livlc)lﬁgsr;ci::; b{)eal &I‘é
on a ¢ - ractice. 18 4 Dle.  We
i?lg&dmiif}?ﬂi?;? i}ﬁéﬁfﬁf traces of such practices from

o iped out by the
i i , laws can be wipe . 1}
The violation of the 1t But the violation of
: rescribed penalty. 1 : on
payment Off tafeliaws cannot be so easily wn%el»d 'gutto 'lt{ig
the spirit to stringently and serupulously a.dlex o the
nec_ess,elt-y o st ame is, therefore, abso_lute an unlq h"' ]
ethics of the game ™ that some of these rules of ethics
in s iculs intriguing
i i ed in some particularly in
are upuonsmpustlly ﬂle(;l? tof the bidding or play. We shoulé}l,
Situation oF 1 o leve to eliminate even any suc
assiduous care, llt may also
inners in the game are
e t some beginners in -
happen,fof m;&ff{vthgf o s ,]us‘t anUftlﬁm’SC‘;ggillg-
PJOT'? 01 ter{ d he corrected then and thte.‘-lehau1 &agned uld,
These 3103 " open to correction. But the harden ‘ t"o -
and‘ S&%%] d‘eli)le;eratelv and regularly practise thes; 1:20 :1‘:3 nd
?t;\]“szt-heir o“'m benefit, al‘ei merely &

disgrace to the game. Tliy
They should be hounded ©




SOME INTERESTING DEALS FROM THE
ANDHRA MAHA-SABHA TOURNAMENT.

By J. Subbuswamy,

UITE often the suits in a
deck of cards have a knack
of 80 grouping themsslves
a8 to tantalise the players,
A major suit with one pair
and & minor with the oppo-
nents is common. In this desl,
played as deal No. 10 in the
Andhra Maha-Sabha Progres-
give Tournament,
Vulnerability—Both gides,

Dealer—East.

10
G

A,Q,10,9,7,6,
.10,8,497 3
N QDJ’Bps M
E A,K,a‘;"

A6 8 Qi

K.3

Ry

K,],7,5,2
while E-W have a fit in both
major suits, N-8 are not fat he-
hind ho!ding nine cards ®ach of
both minors between them. The
distribution in this deal is
such that while BE-W have
- game making hand in hearts
or spades, N-8 have g good
sacrifice bid in diamongds or
<lubs at their disposal,

At table 2, _afﬁﬁr}hr_,é&hgﬁéées,-,

4,9,7,6,4,2
g:IO,S.Z

North openég«*“T diamond ' ahq. *

over South's ‘2 clubs”™ West
cams out with ‘2 spades’; and
even after East’s raise over
North's *3 diamonds’, South's
‘4 diamonds’ secured the con-
tract. This was probably due
to West not having opened
with a six suiter in spades and
two plus honour tricks.

At table 10, N-8 started
impressively with ‘1 club’,
‘2 diamonds’ and '2 hearts’,
but wound up in an anti-climax
of ‘3elubs’. And E-W 2
Ramamirtham and Narayana-
8ami, sat tongue-tied through-
out the proceedings with a
Placidity which can best be
described as bovine,

At tables 7 and 9, the N-S
first shoved in their cars with
diamonds, and duly callsd
‘5 diamonds * after ‘4 spades’
had been doubled and re-
doubled. The similarity in the
bidding at these two tables
18 reproduced in the result of
the play, both contracts heing
set by ome trick.

The defenee in a Progressive
tournament is never a constant
quantity. But the extremes
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between which defensive play
can fluctuate is amply brought

out at tables 4 and 6. In the

former, 8. R. Subramaniam,
probably planned his play badly
and went two down. In the
latter table, ‘5 clubs, doubled’
gave a result which is exhila-
rating. Rengiah and Ethi-
rajalu  were responsibie for
giving their opponents oné
over contract and the second
best score in match points.

" The E-W pairs, even when
they secured the contract, by
no means had it their own way.
While thres E-W pairs kept
‘4 gpades’, Pinto and Singara-
velu managed to make their
opponents one down. Dorai-
samy and Sivaramakrishnan
should be congratulated on
doubling their opponents’ game
contract and securing a valu-
able 500 points.

North's ‘5 clubs’ not only -

provoked West into ‘5 hearts’

~at table 1, but when South

had the temerity to double
this contract, West was furiqus
and redoubled. The result of
one down probably gquenched
his wrath.

The bidding and result a'.t
table 12 deserve mention if
only for the way in which
‘tops’ are not infrequently
thrust upon pairs in Progres-
sive competition. West ope}l-
ed ‘1 spade’ and East's "2

hearts ' being supported by
West, Bast bid ‘4 hearts’,
South without & single ace,
and probably relying on his
four hearts to the gqueen,
doubled. West with his honour
trick holding and distribution
re-doubled. North, though he
held the ace and gueen of dia-
monds never dreamt of the
wind-fall which was coming
his way. Warned by the
confident double of South and
probably also by the Tour-
nament Director's warning
shout of ‘one minute more,’
East progressed from mistake
to mistake and went four down,
throwing 2200 points down
the drain, and gave an un-
necessary 'top’ to Geovinda-
rajulu and Vijayaragavan.

Deal—20
Vulnerability—Both sides.
DealerT—Woest
6 f\, 9,8,7,6
0 As Qs 8) 6!4
. & A7 .
gpas N OB,

w E 43
$ X, 1,03 3
L0385 s Q7y’
K,9,8
K,Q,10,5,2
10
& K, 10,6,3

A alam, bid and made, brings
joy to a Bridge player. It is
perhaps akin to the satisfaction
that a batsman derives from
executing a well-timed boun-
dary hit, or a forward at soccer
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when his  weil-judged kick
oludes  the defending goal-
keeper and goes into the far
corner of the net. In this deal
with thirteen tables in play.
only two N-8 pairs reached
slam. And perhaps following
the principle that “To him
that hath more shaii be given”,

West at table 2 kindly doubled -

the little slam bid. and with
éven more generosity gave
the N-8 winners one over
contract. The lead of a smal}
club by East was negligently
covered with the Queen by
West; and.when the club knave
dropped in the sscond round,

the declarer got a spade
discard.

At table 3, N-8 after reaching
the slam any-how, probahly
reproduced their bidding
sequencs in their play and weant
one down! At table 6, after
a foree of '3 hearts’ by South,
North bid ‘4 diamonds’ and
obtaining ‘4 hearts ', again
called ‘4 no-trumps’ and let
the bidding die at ‘5 hearts ’,
How this pair will welcome
the idea of a special bonus
being given for demi-slams!

Out of the 10 paire who have
stopped with game bid in
hearts, six have started the
bidding with ‘1 digmong *
Curicusly enough at three
tablee, Wast, in spite of vulner-
ability, has interfered in the
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second round with ‘2 clubs’.
And at table 12, .East has
interfered with ‘2 spades’l
What oan one expect if having

two suits of ' equal length &

player deliberately opemns wit
the minor suik. :

Looking at the fate of this
deal, Rengaiah and Ethirajulu
need not feel despondent about
their having doubled and given
the top to the N-8 winners,
for somewhers slgse Parthasa-
rathy and Padmanabban have
been very quick on the trigger
even at the four level and
have presented Subramanian
and Natarajan with the second
best score for tha deal. Nor,
need the N.-8. winners feel
unduly prond of their per-
formance in this particular
deal, for Narayan and Neelam
at table 10 were also able to
wangle that elusive extra
trick.

Deal: 5:
Vulnerability :~N.-S.
Dealer :—North.

SR
20 |
&

-

»9» 6:4!2
& J,10,8, 7,3

The unbalanced, or ‘Swing
hands ' as they are sometimes
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known, have often decided
the fate of Bridge Champion-

ships. The final of the Team-of-

. four event conducted recently

by the Chennapuri Andhra

. Maha-sabha at Madras, proved

to be no exception. Deal No. 5
was of this pattern. At table I,
with Copalasamy and Sapta-
rishi playing N.-8. and Srini-
vasa Mudaliar apd Devarajan
playing E-W., the bidding
was as follows:—

N E s W
— 28 - 3C
— 1H - 35
— 4D — 5 N.T.
— 75 double —

With four and a half honour
tricks in a hand, which notonly
contains a worthiess doubieton
but also an equal number of
losers, Srinivasa Mudaliar
richly deserved the points he
scored in this deal, both for
launching out a forcing t\.vo
bid and then Asking in dia-
monds, None but the brave
deserve the fair, and the (?is~
tribution too smiled upon hfm.
East after taking the opening
lead of club small with the
ace in the dummy, took oul
thres rounds of trumps but
left the knave in the dummy.
Then, entering through the
diamond ace, East, after two
rounds of hearts, discarded
the losing dismond in the
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dummy on the heart queen,
not without some anxiety
as to what North would do
on this trick. But when North
joined  Thearts, East heaved
a sigh of relief and proceeded
to keep '7 spades.’

The play at the other table
by Ramaratnam of the Thiaga-
rayanagar Social Club was
not any different, the opening
lead also being a small club.
But only a little slam had

heen reached by this E.-W.

and the bidding procseded as
follows :—

N E 8 W
- IS — 20
— 3IH ~ 45
- 5D - SN.T.
- 6D — 65

Though East started with
*1 spade’, he gave a force in
the second round with ‘3
hearts’ and Asked in diamonds
and again asked for clarifica-
tion. Probabiy if west had not
given a vpreference raiss in
the second round, the repeat
Asking bid would have come
at the level of five and west -
could bave safely shown the
Ace of clubs by independent
bidding. In tabla I, a posi-
tive response of ‘3 clobs’
and ‘5 No Trumps’ to the
later Asking bid econtributed
to the grand slam.



30

Deal: 20; Vulnerability :
Both sides: Dealer: West.

1916

» 30, 5
53 K:9|71513 AKS,?
L] p Shy y 4
K!Jigasrﬁ WNE A!7|4
10,9, 3 s - AKOQ8
A g2 ¥

1. 10,2

, 2

173 5: 4

, 10,

This deal also played in the
final is another siam hand,
which is interesting bhecause
the Thiagarayanagar pair at
table II tried to steal the Vani
pair's thunder and did not
prosper in the process. At
table I, after an initial paes
by west, the dealer, the hid-
ding being confined to Kast
and West proceeded thus:—

B w
1D IH
28 3H
4N.T. sC
6H

Devarajan at tabie I planned
his play nicely. S8pades §
opened by North was taken

* *

Bridge Enthusiast: Hullo, Secretary, how ig

not arranged for the *
this year?

Secretary :  It's not my fault,
had by mistake sent out
the olympic deals,

Bridge Enthusiast:

on every day!

*

*

Mistake be d —

you know, and have obviously sent out what
necessary for our card tables,
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in the dummy with the king,
and club knave was taken
with the Ace and clubs ruffed in
the dummy. Then spade Ace
was played, and the next spade
ruffed in the hand. A club
was led from the hand and
ruffed in the dummy. Then
iwo rounds of diamonds were
played after one round of
trump, and the lead thrown
into North's hand with the
third round of diamonds. This

made certain of the little
slam.

Though 6 hearts were made
at table II, the bidding had
stopped with ‘5 hearts ' curio-
usly enough, East at this table
employed the forcing two bid
and obiaining a positive ‘3
hearts ' response, Asked in
clubs and got the reply of ‘5
clubs’, and then finished tame-
ly with *5 hearts’. A good
start, a lead even in the hend
and into the straight, but fal-
tering near the winning post
is hard luck indeed!

*+ *

it that you have

olympic’ hbeing played at Trichy

The American olympic committea
war materials to us instead of

d. The Americans are cute,

ie really

where there is fighting going
S.V.N.

READERS FORUM

ASKING BIDS:—Mr, W.C.
-Hart, DF0., Nellore writes 2as
Tollows :—

-“On page 28 of Mr. David’s
book * Contract bidding }'nadc
easy', he deals with *Res-
panses to first Asking bids.
Nine possible combinations
of cards are given, with which
the responder has to deal.
The fourth and fifth combina-
tions read as follows:—

4th:-“ With the ace of the
specified suitrand an outside
ace, bid the minimum Ao
trumps.”

Sth:—" With the ace of the
specified suit and two other
aces, give a jump bid in no
trumps.”

Suppose, instead of the ‘ace of
t%l:f): specified suit’ referred to
in these two conditions, we
substitute ‘a void in the
specified  suvit,) what should
the response be? Will it be
the same for void as for an
ace? 1f not, eleven and not
nine caombinations of hands
for the responder should'b,e
dealt with, and Mr. David’s
paragraph will have to© be
revised.

I suggest that the Indian Bridge
World publish a comprehen-
sive book on Contract Bridge,
embodying both the Au's:tnan
and Culbertson systems.

While leaving it apen to O0ur
readers lo give us thefr views o
the suggestion regarding the publi-
cation of a comprehensive ?Jﬂl’k on,
presuwmably, contract bidding, we
shall now merely deal with the
enquiry relating to Asking bids.

A wvaid is not quite the same as the
possession of the ace in the suit.
The ace would, for instance, fully
solidify a holding of a K Q f x in
the hand of the player who asks.
A void, however, would not help hint
to anything like the same extent. It
is, however, possible for a player
who Asks 1o make allowance for
gither contingency when the respond-
or either raises the suil or bids the
suit 1o show a first-round control
therein. But it would not {Je possi-
ble for him to determine in which
sutt there may be an ace and in
awhich suit there may be a void when
two or three of such first-round
confrols are shown in bidding a
minipum 0F @ jump  netrumps.
While, therefore, a first-round cou-
trol, including either an ace or a
woid, is referred to in the book in
the case of some other responses,
an ace, as such, is specifically refer-
red to in respect af a leq’zgzg which
fustifies the bid of a minimum or
Jump notrumps.  There is, of
course, a lacuna in the bpok as
regards the holding of a void along
with I or more aces bul, even as
the title implies, the bidding has been
simplified as far as possible and the
book does not provide, and does not
profess to provide, for all contin-
genctes or for all combinations of
cards.

Ely Culbertson makes it clear that
avoid in the Asked suitis counted
equivalent to the ace only when
raising and a votd iu a side suit is
shown only by bidding the side suit.
According to him, with second-round
control in the Asked suil, an ace
in an outside swit and a void in
anather outside suit, only the ace
should be shown, suppressing the
void until a later round. Accord-
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ing to him, again, with an ace in
the Asked suit arnd a void in a side
Suit, the void suit should be bid. In
the sd%e way, with a void in the
Asked suit and an ace in the side
suil, the side suit should be bid,

A Ohriatmas Carnival Deal,

Mr. K. R, Sundarar'ajan, vakil,
Gopichettipalayam writes ;—

“In the last issne of the
Indian Bridge World, under the
Caption ‘Some interesting deals,
from the Christmas Carnival,
the news and deals editor has end-
ed the discussion of the last deal
with this following criticism:
“One of them seems to have
thought that a pseudo-squeeze
might be successful, but 1 should
like to see him work it out in
actual play." Asone of the two
who attempted a grand slam in
that deal and as the person who
temarked that there was a pseudo-
squeeze, I shall here try and
explain how and why my obser-
vation is justified.

I should like to state at the
outset that a psendo-squeeze
means, and is, a squeeze that is
not actually present at all and
cannot be worked out by anv
precise manipulation of the cards;
but a false one that can, and will,
be successful only if and when the
oppenents are indifferent, unsus-
pecting and wuncalculating. We
are not also having here a double
dummy problem but a2 hand that
was held in actual play.

Here is the hand :—

I, 10,6,5,3
10,8, 2
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The bidding went as follows :—

E s w N
Ig —_ zg’l‘- -—
3 — 4 —
4D — 4NT —
s H — 5 NT —
7C — —_ —

The opening lead by S is dja-
mond Q. A small one is played
from dummy and E wins the trick
with his A. Then he plays four
rounds of clubs discarding. S 7
from dummy on the fourth club.
South naturally follows for two
rounds and on the third and
fourth club he can safely discard
a diamond and a heart. North
discards a small spade for the
fourth club having followed for
the first three rounds. Play of
DQ by South suggests | 10 of
Diamonds also with him and in
case the same player holds Q J 10
of hearts too, then a classical
squeeze play will naturally and
inevitably ‘develop during the
course of the play. But any other
distribution as the one in actual
deal is not conducive to such a

development. The important,

thing in this hand probably is not
to give any accurate count of the
distribution of hearts and spades
in the three concealed hands to
the opponents. Moreover the play
of Spade g from E and A from
dummy, particularly at this
psychological moment, can’t but
make the opponent having ] to
five to hold fast to it during the
course of subsequent play. Now
after this the hands are

J. 10,6

10, 8,2
A o g AR
1 * 9.7.5
16,5 w E4
— S 6

4

2,7, 48

DIOI
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E now leads DK from dummy and
then repeats D 6, What will N dis-
card now? Is it a Spade or a
Heart? The psychological fear ge-
Derated already in the mind of N
by the play of Spades just previ-
ously coupled with the tact that he
holds neither Q) nor J in Hearts
will naturally induce him to let
g0 Hearts 2. I do not think that
anybody in Norih's position will
be criticised for such a play. East
wins this trick by ruffing with
Club 6 and then plays a small
Heart. Winning it with A in
dummy, he leads from there
Spade 9. He wins it with the
Spade K and then leads the Q of
Spade. South follows for both
diantonds and for K of Spade
blays his last Spade 3. At this
Stage, the hands are

J, 10

10
—_— N Q
lg,6 - E 7
—_— s J—

Q1]

J

What can South discard for
spade QQ? Certainly he cannot
discard DJ since 6 of Din dummy

ecomes a winner. If he discards
H), then also all the tricks are won
¥ East.

Neither the bidding nor the
Dlay can be said to be a leap in
the dark, unprincipled or upscien-
tific. 1 think that a critical and
analytical survey of this hand
should Jead one to conclude that
the bid of 7 C is not too optimistic
and the play is not an absolute
Inpossibility. I can confidently
assert that on a moderate and
Conserative computation one can
make this contract with the handf
as they are as against g5 to 95
Per cent of plavers.”

33

This cold analysis of the hand is
wot free from warm eplimism; or
it may be that Mr. K. R. Sundara-
rajan has a poor opinion of the
average player. Was it mere coin-
cidence lhat the opponents al both
tables defeuated the comtract? In
any case, we congratulate the Deals
editor on kis provoking cemmenls
that have secwred this interesting
letter.

Something nice and sweet. .

Mr. 8. M. K Sastri, Assistant
Engineer, Madras writes as follows:
“When the Indian Brlfdge World
for the first guarter of 1041 was
circulated in the Madras United
Club, there was general satisfaction
and an extra cordial reception.
1 should first congratulate the
Editorial Committee for their
patient efforts and untining zeal
in getting wp this particularly
interesting issue. On behalf of
our readers, I offer out keen appre-
ciation of the leading article on
“ Bridge Rationale” by Dr. Karam-
chand, who, I am sure, w1ll. in
the long run he‘ a bgacqn-hght
for this most promising indigenous
magazine. 1 missed him at Coim-
batote but got introduced to hnp
at Sudder Gardens. 1 read his
articie thrice. The rcfere’nce 1o his
esteemed friend, Mr. K. Rama-
swamy Ayyangar took  my
‘thoughts back to years 1018—1922
when [ was toiling in the Godavery
Upper Agency and he was serving
in the oadorous Eicise Ilppa-con-

“trol, This article is sparkling and

strikingly unigue and can be_ easily
compared with articles in the
Western Magazines.

Squeeze Play :—Plans by Mr.
Rajam Ayvar. I wonder whet'her
this is capable of a mathematical
expression.  We will wait for
Senior Wranglers at least to help
s in this direction. North—South
hands are printed on the East—
West horizonta) scale. This may
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be avoided and the Magnetic
North followed in future to avoid
optical deflection. I suggest this
in the interest of our readers and

not because I happen t0 be a

Gazetted Tamil-Brahmin.

Batings on Xmas progre:-:
ston :—It is assiduous work to’

<reate interest out of defunct deals
played in the pairs progressive
finals, This is splendidly borne
by Mr. M. S. Krishoaswamy and
‘we thank him much for the ana-
lysis and the tips. [t is a pity we
have no friends torecord a few
<leals in the team-of four duplicate
«events. But probably no one could
be expected to forego their indivi-
dual pleasure in witnessing the
match outright.

Editorial Chair:—These pages
are the pivotal roller-bearings of
-our Contract steel Bridge. This
emanates from our esteemed C hajr-
man, whose unigue qualities and
abilities as a Director and Player
need no special mention. His
drive, imagination and organisa-
tion is superb and we can safely
predict an advancement of the
gamein a cquple of vears through-
out South India. His call for
valuable trophies to create a back-
ground of tradition appealed to
me much and I have offered
voluntarily to institute one such
trophy on my behalf. I am sure
very many of our readers would
<cheerfully follow.

News & Notes-Madras Pinals
by Mr J. Subbuswamy:— [he
*“ Blue Book " of Thorne's referred
to is the personal copy of Mr, C.
K, Seshadhri of Coimbatore and
he should be thanked for having
spared the same so long. I won-
der whether Mr. Subbuswamy
is transforming himself unknow-
ingly from a sedate lawyer to a
self-anointed missionz v to invoke
“ Providence ™ for the success of
this  ‘individual” movement.
Are we stringing and bowing
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towards mass hymns of concor-
dant notes from discordant group
of notes on a violin bridye at the
“Culbertson” altar? Then we
shall combine in chorus and sing
“ Poise the individual within

As you see him scarce and most;
ly thin.
His question towards the evalua-
tion of hands with honor-values
in duplicate matches awaits early
editorial verdict.

An example--not a precept :—
India is agreeably poor and com-
tract Bridge eminently intellec-
tual. If the element of stakes
is not officially guarded against,
it will wean away very many
future entrants in this forum.
The ‘ haves’ may indulge in stakes
in private bridge parties to any
extent but the “ Have-nots” have
to be safeguarded in clubs by 2
ruling gradient to suit the local
conditions. 'If we accelerate the
game on stakes, this is liable to
be mistaken and ultimately
tabooed too on profits and loss
basis. Personally I am nat afraid
of stakes, but I definitely avoid
the same in the ultimate interest
of the development of this game.
It will be a pleasant surprise to
mofussil players to know that in
the precincts of M. U C., we have,
at my instance, been regularly
playing correct bridge in two to
four tahles, without stakes, puy-
ing only Club money at two annas
each. But Doctor Sastri from
Trichy itself has subscribed to
the stake school of thought.
He may be sure that the many
Bridge votaries, who contributed
towards his life-membership, will,
on perusal, be doubly joyous of
having indirectly contributed
towards the Association, so near
and dear to their thoughts. If he
is keen to try the game with spec-
tacular stakes, the M, U, C. will
not be wanting. We have among
our midst Mr. Vasan, whom we
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call as our “ Royal Patron”, to
use the term of “Fine Arts
Society ”. He and his trusted
squadmates are always available
by previous engagement. B_ut _let
me just recall to Dr. Sastri his 7
N. T. contract at Sudder Gardens,
doubled and promptly redoubled
by him, based on cue-bidson a
logarithmical scale accurate to
five decimal places. This gave a
punching finish for him in the
duplicate championship. Heneed
not be afraid of this but let him
enter M.U.C. and try his luck,
It is not wrong to play with stakes,
after all, if you can reasonably
stand it. We can even launch a
building programme, supplemen-
ted by a percentage of stake
profits from liberal-minded sta-
kers. Great South Indian Temples
have been renovated by Nagara-
thars on some such basis, Why
not we too, if that could give an
impetus for our central habita-
tion " '

We feel quite flatiered by the
encomiums showered on us gll by
Mr. Sastri. We are so pleased
that we have not, through any false
sense of modesty, suppressed this
letter. After all, it is the apprecia-
tion of our readers that gives us the
recessary incéntive lo go on with
aur onerous task. .
Another Christmas Carnival
Deal

Mt I. G. Gnpanadurai, B.Sc,
writes as follows :—

“In the interesting deals from
the Christmas Carnival dealt with
by the Deals Editor in the last
issue, it has been stated that the
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-~ following deal is 2 “ Contract on

Ice” for North—Sounth in 4
spades :—

AQ8
AK Los
10,5
7153
I,s N 9|6,4
6!3i2 10,8,?
A, Q0,87 W E K94
, 3, 2 s
9 A, 1D, 8, 4
Kl 10:71 3!2
Q4
J
KlQIJJG’z

The contract, however, can be de-
feated if the defencers play an

intelligent game. West would

naturally lead the 9 of clubs,
East, who takes the trick with
club ace, should lead club 4, which
is ruffed by West. Seeing that
South has bid both clubs and
spades and he himseif has a long
string of 7 diamonds, West
should now play a small diamond
hoping that East has got the
king. He can also find justifi-
cation for this lead in 4 of clubs
led by East, which was a spit-
directing card. If that is done,
East takes this trick as well with
the diamond king and plays back
another club for a second ruff by
West.  That would defeat the.
contract.”

We quite agree that, plaved in
the way suggested by Mr. Gnana-
durai, the contract would be defeated.
But would any player do so? In
any case, no defending player had
defeated o 4 spades contract at the
Carnival.



NEWS AND NOTES

Bridge and War

The present European conflict has had its repercussions on all
spheres of activity and there does not seem to be any department in. life
which has not been affected at least to some extent. The 1940 World
Bridge Olympic feature had to be scrapped in England, Germany, Russia,
Finland and France. Only 19 countries participated as against 42 in the
previous year ; and in India, Coimbatore was the only centre. It would
appear that even fewer countries had participated in the contest this year.
Mr. Ely Culbertson has had to postpone his visit to India and how
anxious he was to visit our country is seen from the extract of a letter
written by him to Mr, C. S. Narayanasamy of Tituppur in the middle of
1939. “I am planning to visit India somewhere in July on my way around
the World, Before starting for Europe, I shall communicate to you and in
the meantime please et all my Indian friends know that there is no coun-
try in the worlid I am mote anxious to visit than your wonderful country
and that I certainly wiil devote at least a manth to it”. The promise
remains still to be fulfilled and we can hardly blame him cither. We
shall pray, however, for greater orderliness in the Universe so as to enable
us to meet Mr. Ely Culbertson in our land.

The Andhra Mahasabba Tournaments.

The Chennapuri Andhra Maha Sabha of Madras conducted Team-
of-four duplicate, pairs progressive duplicate and open pairs {Rubber)
tournaments during the 2nd and 3rd weeks of February 1941. There were
sixteen Teams-of-four, 26 pairs for the progressive and 46 pairs for the
Rubber event. The team-of-four event was won by The Vani Athletic
team consisting of Messers M. K. Srinivasan, Devarajan, Hanumantha
Rao and A. Srivamuly Chetty and the Thyagatayanagar Social Club,
Messers Saptharishi and partners were the runners-up. In the
progressive event, Messers M. K, Srinivasan and Devarajan of the Vani
Athletic were the North-South winners and Messers Ramachandra Rao
and Sriramulu Naidu the East-West winpers. The respective ruoners-up
were Messers M. R. Duraiswami and Partner and Mani and Pactuoer.
The open pairs event atiracted 46 entries and we wonder why all
these 46 pairs did pot thinkit worth-while to compete for the! progres-
sive eventi also. Obviously many of them have not appeared in the
team-of four event. Could the reason possibly be that they did not care
to bother their heads with accuracy in bidding or extreme caution in piay,
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which are hoth essential in match-point duplicate play? If that were the
reason, let us assure them thaf there is as much pleasure in having
accurately and scientifically extracted the maximum out of a hand as
there is in bidding up to the skies or trying to prevent the opponents
making a rubber. The winners in this event again were Messers
M. K. Srinivasan and Devarajan of the Vaui Athletic and the runners-up
were Messers Sivaramakrishnan and Sundaresier of the M. U. C. The
latter pair were particularly unfucky to lose the cup by the narrowest of
margins. Congratulations, Vani Athletic for the hat-trick !
A Rajahmundry Event

The Bridge tournament organised by the Cosmopolitan Club, Rajah-
mundry concluded on the st of April 194t. More than 20 players took
part. Messers T. S. Ramachandran, LCS. and R. Gopalakrishoa Rao
beat Messers R. Venkat Rac and Ch. Sectharamiah in the finals. The
tournament created considerable local interest.

The Coimbatore Annual

The annual open Bridge tournaments conducted by the Coimbatore
Cosmopolitan Club stacted on the 19th of April and concluded on the
27th.  Anction dies hard and the Coimbatore Club is still loyal to this
antiquated pgame. Two teams from Gabichettipalayain, The Arcot
Fouse team, Dr. Shastri's team f{rom Trichy, 5. Rajam Iyer's team
from Tiruppur, the holders from Devakotta and the usual Coimbatore
tenms were among the 14 teams that took part in the team-of-four
event. The one team from Madras could not come at the last moment
and had to be scratched. So Madras went unrepresented this year at
Coimbatore. But the Coimbatoreans did begin rather early and at very
short notice too!

Devakotta by beating Tirtippur by a margin of 3000 and odd points
and Gobi by beating the Arcot House by the narrow margin of 300 and
odd points qualified for the finals. The final was played on the 22nd and
it was an exciting affair. 32 deals were played and a close study of the
acore-sheets at the two tables reveals the vicissitudes of the game. One
wmay generally conclude that there was not much to choose between the
contestants, except that excellent team spirit won the match for the
Devakatta halders. In the first § deals, Devakotta was leading at both
tables, with 2,210 points at one table and 700 & odd at the other, the
match-points being 7 to 1 in favour of Devakotta. At the end of 16 deals,
their lead was stili about 2000 and match-points were 104 against 515
for Gobi. Devakotta fell off during the cour-c of the remaining 16 deals
but won the match, however, by 600 points in the aggregate. Obviously



38 THE INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

they got demoralised at some stage of the game, though the score-sheets
do not show that there had been any !kite-flying’ by them or that the
Gobi players had lured them into unmakeable contracts to secure any
severe penalties, Itis all in the game anyway. Thus Messers M. 8. Krishna-
swami, Chari, C. Srinivasan and A. Sundararajan of Devakotta annexed
the Duplicate team -of-four cup for the second year in succession. Gobi,
the runners-up, was represented by Messers K. R. Sundararajan, Nanjun-
diah, G. N. Jayaraman and A. R. Somasundaram.

The progressive event was held on the night of the 21st after an
enjoyable dinner provided by the club. There were in all 13 tables and
26 pairs. Quitea good number of freak hands occurred in the 26
deals played and the trearment of freaks is always an interesting study.
Most of the players extracted the best out of the hands and the
bidding and play were generally of a high order. Messers J. G. Gnanadurai
and Mylappan of the Arcot House team were the North-South winrers and
Messers M. 5. Krishnaswami and Chari of Devakotta were the East-West
winners. The redoubtable doctor (Shastri) from Trichy with his partner
¥. Duraiswami, came out second best among the E-W pairs and Messers
V. Srinivasier and C. K. Ramachandra Rao of the Coimbatore Cosmo-
politan Club were the runners-up among the N-S pairs.

In the open Pairs (Rubber) event, Messers Shanmukasundaram Pillai
and Balasundaram of Coimbatore beat the holders, Messers C. S. Krishna-
swami and partner of the Agricultural College. The winners played 2
sound game throughout and were never inclined 1o under-rate any of their
opponents. That, we believe, was the secret of their ultimate success.

In the Auction event, Messers K. R. Sundararajan and Jayaraman of
Gobi won the cup. Well done, Gobi. Here is some consolation for the
team-of-four cup narrowly missed by you!

Mre A T. Krishnaswami Mudaliar presided over the concluding
"meeting and gave away the Rolling Cups to the winners in the Auction
and Rubber events and individual cups to the winners and runners-up
in all the events.

The World Bridge Olympic 1941

What a pity, neither Madras nor Trichy was a centre for the game
this year. Coimbatere was one. We do not yet know whether it was
played in any other centre at all in India or again how many foreign
countries participated. ‘The event came off on the I7th April and most
of the usual players from Coimbatore, Tiruppur and Gobi played at
Coimbatore. We are awaiting the results.
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The Union Club, Trichinopoly.

The Union Club, Trichinopoly conducted a pairs progressive Tourna-
ment in April last for the members of the club, including the members of
the ladies’ Annexe. 1z teams took part and the event, which was
sponsored by Mrs. Ceelho and ably conducted by Rao Sahib T. K. Thilla-
velu Mudaliar, iwas greatly enjoved. Mrs. H. C Hodgson and Mr. M .
Lazenby who got 61% match points were the North—South winners and
Messers S. Sivaramakrishna Iyer and M. Ramachandra Iyer who secured
5414 match points were the East-West winners. The prizes were distri-
buted on Thursday, the 24th April by Mr. M. A.T. Ceelho. who gave
a fine and humorous speech on Bridge, even though he doesnt know

the game! ™

The Master Solver's Tournament

T he response to this competition has, so far, been very disappointing.
There were only 30 entries for the month of January and most of these
were from the Coimbatore district. We have already stressed on the educa-
tive value of this competition and we hope that more members will com-
pete. In order to enable them to do so, the rules have been amended to
read that the credits for only 10 of the I2 months will be taken into
account, Since even the answers for the 3rd month of Match have not
been received from America till now, those who enter the competition
immediately can send in answers for the minimum of 10 months. Further
particulars can be had from our problems Editor, Mr. S, RaJam Iyer,
Advocate, Tiruppur, Coimbatore district.

Coming Events—The Indian Bridge World Tournaments

The Indian Bridge World is arranging to conduct a team-of-four
tournament and a pairs progressive tournament at Trichinopoly shortly.
The tournaments will be open to all readers of our magazine ie. all
members of the South Indian Bridge Association. We intend striking
out a new line in the conduct of these tournaments. From a pre-
liminary round in the team-of-four tournament played on the Mitchell
system, the best four teams will be chosen to play thc semi-finals
and finals. Again from a preliminary round in the pairs progressive
tournament played on the same system, the best 6 North-South and the
hest 6 East-West pairs will be chosen to play the final rounds on the
Howell system, according to which there will only be 1 winning pair.
Further particulars can be had from Mr. K. Rajagopalachari, B.a, B L.,
Secretary, the Indian Bridge World Tournaments Committee, Union
Club, Cantonment, Trichinopoly.
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moum.pua the accounts of the Editorial Committee for the 12 months from 1st May 1940
to 30th April 1941 .—

EXPENDITURE

RECEIPT
. Rs A. P
Opening Balance on May: I: 1940 47 3 9
1940
June Advertisement .
“ Bidding made Easy " .. 6 D O
July Advertisement
“ Roval Cycle Co., Madras " .. 3114 1
Receipt from Devakotta Office e 40
Central Office contribution . 56 3 3
{for Feb. & May, 1940 issucs).
August Advertisement—" Desai & Co., Trichy "
final instalment for May Issue .. § 0 O
Central offiice contribution .. 4614 9
tbalance for Feb. & May 1940 issues)
Sept. Nit
QOctober Central office coniribution . s 0 0
(Rs. 70 for August IG40 issue an
Rs 25 as the refund of the amounts
paid into the General Funds of the
Deccan Bridge league)
Nov. Nil
December  Nil
941
January Central office contribution 70 0 0
{for November '40 issue)
February  Advertisement (Guru medicines—half-
year) 6 0 o0
March Central Office contribution .. JO 0 DO
(for Feb. '41 issue)

April Advertisement (Gani & Sons, Madras)... 6 0 0
Sale of * Bidding made Easy w7 00
Advertisement Sharman & Co.,, for

Half-page—one year .. 20 0 0
Advance payment by the Business
Editor . 010 2

Rs. .., 468 1 11

V. No.

1940
May

2.

June 3

July

August 5.

Sept.
Oct.

10,

I1.

Nov: 12
December
1041

January 13.

February
March

April 14.

1s.
16,

17.

18.
I9.

'Payment to Deccan Bridge League
z2 B8 o0

379

0

Contingent-Tapa! box
Postage etc.

Sketch 1 8
Adv: Charge for
“ Bidding made easy ”
refunded 6
2

0
Type charges o

Contingent - Postage etc.

Karaikudi Press

Printing 300 copies of
February 1040 number

Contingencies - postage, typing etc. ...

Contingent

St. Joseph's Press
Printing 20 kinds of forms

Printing 1050 big
envelopes

Printing 350 copies of
Magazine May: 40

Packing, forwarding

i 8

Printing L. B. W. Letter heads

Stamps, Stationery account
of the chairman for 4 and odd
months ending with I1-i0-"40
Contingent
Contingent - typing etc

17

5t. Joseph's Press Printing
500 Copies of Magazine
(Aug: 40 Issue) 71 3 3
Packing & forwarding 8§ 1z 9

Contingent typing etc
Postai Stamps .
St Joseph's Press
Printing 500 copies of
Magazine November '40
Issue 7115 O
Packing & forwarding 8 10
Printing 500 copies of
Magazine (Feb: '41 Issug) 73 11 3
Packing & forwarding 10 4 0

Summary of “ Gold Book ™
Contingent - typing statements
of accounts ete.,

Ras,

Rs A P.

I5 0

515

o
0

45
11

LT N~

I

58 9 0
"B1z 0

7813
. g 2

o D
"

Soro
coohD

Qwo
Q0

—
. W
o
oo

1

]
<

. 408 I II

1T hereby certify that I have audited the accounts of the Indian Bridge World for the year Ist May, 1940 to 30th
April, 1941 and that the receipts and expenditure shown in the above statement are correctly stated and supported by proper
vouchers. The Account shows a deficit of Rs. 10102, the Business Editor having advanced the amount from his private

funds in order to meet certain bills.

WORIORE, w
TRICHINOPOLY, -
3rd May, 1941. v

A, 8. Nallayya, F. C, L. {Bir.)

Auditor.
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GURU REMEDIES

60 YEARS’ FAME AND NAME

Br 5. MATHU:A%
Sub Asst, Surgeon
Diplams 1877 I

DS'. A, MATHURAM  Dr, EDWARD MATHURAM  Dr. NAOROJI MATHURAM
Sub Asst. Surgeon Iriploma 1930 181 Diploma 1915 W
Diptoma 1300 §i

ﬁﬁYurve.dic thsi_cians of Fame for several Generations
opathic Physicians of Name for the last 3 Generations

GURU TOOTH POWDER—The King of all Dentifrices.

As, & and As. 2.

ams. Az 10.
External use and Internal use.

GURU MEDICINES FOR CHILDREN

Carry 8ixty Years Fame and Name. Weo have Specific Remedies

f_or Diseages of Children.

GURU RK DlR'O(I)’sFng of all Remedies for Whooping Cough.

e. —U—ln

GURU OHILDREN DIARRHOEA CURE—King of all medicines
for Children Diarrhoes. As. 12,

GUB.URTONiIC iorOGHILDREN——King of all Tonies for Children.

e. 1—4—0.

GURU MILK SALTS—A Great Boon for handfed Children. It
contains all the Vitamins and Tissue Salts of Human
milk. It converts cow’s milk equal to human milk in all
its virtues. As. 8.

HONEY DROPS for EYE—King of all Remedies for Kye, except
Cataract. A Tonic for tired Eves. As. 5.

SIDDHA KAYAKALPA LEGYAM--The Great Rejuvenator, and

a Tonic for Lung, Heart, Stomach and Intestines, Nerves
and Blood. One month course. Rg., 3—0—0.

GURU THYLAM—King of all Balms and Anjan

(= -_Special Discount for Large Buyers.
Dr. A. MATHURAM, Trichinopoly.

HOW DO YOU BID AND PLAY?

(For Answers see below)

I. The bidding has proceed-
ed: North:; 2 ©. You, South.
hoid: 7, K 10 76,9873,
J9 8 5: What do you bid?

II. With North—South vul-
nerable, the bidding has proceed-
ed: North: 1, South: 1.
North:1N.T. You South hold,
AJ7323 KQ75 K10
4: What do you bid?

HI. The bidding has pro-
ceedad : North: 1 #. South:
29, You North, hold: A J
432 4 KQ87 K 10 3:
What do you bid ?

IV. The bidding has pro-
veeded : North: 1 ¢, South:
LN, 7. North: 2 2. South:
2 9, North: 3 2. You
South, hold J 8753, K8% 76,
K 53: What do vou bid.?

V. The bidding bas pro-
ceaded :—North: 1 @. You,
Sonth, hold: K109, QJ 9 87,
K76, 76 What doyoun bid ?

VL. The bidding has pro-
ceeded: North: 3 &, Fast: 4 &,
gouth : Pass. You, West, hold
10765 J56,1043, 965¢
What do you bid?

VvII. The bidding has pro-
ceeded: North: 1 ¢, East ‘Pasg,
South: 1 N. T, West: Pass.
You, North,hold:87 3, A K 10,
AKQ397 ‘What do you hid #

VIII. With XNorth—8outh
vulnerable and Bixty on score,
East—Waest not valnerable, the
bidding has proceeded : North »
1 &, East: 1 &, South: Pass,
and you, West, hold: A 7.
160976, AK 73, 9 7 6:
What do you bid?

ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS

I. Twoa no-trumps. True
¥ou have got § to 4 playing
tricks ; atill you emphasize that
You have got short of ome
honor trick at the first instance.
At your next turn, give 2
jump bid in hearts. I[f you bid
three hearts to begin with. your
Partner would credit you with
Over one honor trick and may
not stop short of a siam, even
in apite of your discourage

ment. A jump bid at the
second round gives an eXact
picture of your hand and its
strength. Your partner could
then safely decide whether to
attempt a glam or not.

[L. Three no-trumps. Aaingle-
ton in heart and a five card suit
in spades ought not to encour-
age you to rebid spades. If
you rebid spades, it ghounid be a
jump bid at the three level.
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Your partner will raise to four
even with a doubleton, because
you have discouraged contract
in no-trump by your rebidding
spades even after a ome no-
trump response by your partner.
If the honour cards in spades
are badly located, you may
have to lose two tricks in
trump itself and two more in
the other suits, Thus the
‘contract may be defeated. But
a three no-trump contract is
cold for any distribution.

ITI. Two spades. The suit
is not rebiddable and the low
cards are of the minimum
variety. But after the bid of
two heartaby your partner, any
new hid by you is indicative of
added values. So if you bid twa
no-trumps, your partner would
Jjump to three no-trumps with
the slightest excuse., The only
way of emphasizing the mini-
mum value of your hand is to
rebid the suit originally bid
by you. This is one instance
in which a non-rebiddable
suit should be rabid.

IV. Four hearts. That your
bid of one no-trump is an
absolute minimum is empha-
sized by your simple preference
for the first bid suit. Your
partner should expect a 3-3-3-4
-distribution and about one
honour trick, Even for that,
he is prepared to play the hand
:at the three Jevel. You have
<ertainly & much better hand.

THE INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

Your partner discloses seven

playing tricks, expecting only

two tricks from you. You
have one ruffing value and
that .in the other bid suit.
That would heip to establish
that suit probably without the
loss of a trick, if your part-
ner holds Ace and king. As,
therefore, you have values
additional to what your part-
ner has placed with you, a
raise fo four is in order.
Your partner has no business
to bid three hearts after you
have shown a minimum hand,
unless it be that he wants you
to bid game with the slightest
aXcuse,

V. One Spade. You can
certainly bid one no-trump or
two hearts. But they are
evidently under-bids, and your
partner will drop the bidding
even with a little above the
minimum. So your response
should be such as to evoke a
response from your partner,
disclosing his strength. Your
hand is too weak for a
three hearts bid or sny other
bid at the two-level. The only
other bid at the cheapest level
to compel your partner to keep
the bidding open is one spade.
Your subsequent bid will
depend upon your partner's
response.

VI. Tour no-trumps. Your
partner is prepared to piay at
five odd in any of the other
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suits, irrespective of your
bolding. He invites you to
disclose your longest suit.
The three suits are of equal
length and you cannot, there-
fore, show preference. Bidding
four no-trumps, you tell your

- partner that the other three
" Buits are only of three cards,

leaving it to him to select the
suit in which he would like
to play the hand exclusively
on the basis of the strength
and distribution of his hand.
You are also not raising the
level. If you bid any other
Suit, passing the hand being
out of the question, you mis-
lead your partner into thinking
that yon have four cards in
that suit.

VII. Pass. Pass withsucha
hand would seem at firsé sight
to be very near mid-summer
Madness. But proper analysis
of your hand and your partner’s
rosponse would tell you that
that is the only possible course.
There is no other biddable suit.
Two suits are wide open and
your partner's forced response
of one no-trump shows about
one honor trick. He may at
the  most contribute two
Playing tricks, You may take
8ix tricks if diamond breaks,
if not only five, There is also
the possibility of the opponents
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running straight in one of the
two unguarded snits. A game
is not in sight, uniess your
partner has two honor tricks
with both the unstopped sujts
of yours well guarded. You
may possibly make two no-
trumps, but when the game
seems well-nigh impossible, it
is better to stop at a safe
margin. This is one of those
hands in which with five to
gix playing tricks, you have
to drop one no-trump.

VIII. Pass. North would
try to bid one no-trump with
the slightest excuse, if you pass,
so a8 to snatch a wvulnerable
game at a cheap contract.
Your side bas no game possj-
bility, though you have three
honor tricks, because of the
barren distribution. If after
your pass, North bids one no-
trump, vyou promptly double
for a certain one trick set up
to a possibility of three tricks
got. If you bid one no-trump,
even which is not safe, you

‘may possibly make the con-

tract, but North would not at
all bid after your positive
response of one mno-trump.
Thus you may lose the oppor-
tunity of doubling a one no-
trump contract of the oppo-~
nents.



IT’S
SHARMAN

TODAY IN THE SPORTING WORLD
EVERY THING IN—

TENNIS CRICKET
HOCKEY FOOTBALL
Etc. Erc.

ATHLETIC & GYMNASTIC" APPARATUS
A SPECIALITY.

SHARMAN & Co. Ltd., SPORTS SPECIALISTS.
MADRAS & COIMBATORE.

BRIDGE ACCESSORIES

For the convenience of Bridge Enthusiasts and particularly the
members of our Association, the following items will be stocked by the
Central Office and available for sale at the prices mentioned against each
item.

1. Plywood Boards for Duplicate Play, nicely
finished with printing; complete set of 16

boards. ... Rs. 14—0—0 per sct.
2. " Contract Bidding Made Easy " by Mr. A. M. R.

David. s, I—0—0 each.
3. Printed Score Sheets for “ Team-of-four”

(32 Deals) .. , O-I5—0 per JOO
4 Do for * Open Pairs” ... ,, 0-1§—0 , =
5. Bidding Slips. w O—4—0 4 w
6.

Scoring Cards for Progressive Pairs matchcs
one for each Deal, per table, ... . w 0—40 4

N.B~A Bpecial Discount of 12147 will be allowed for
" Members of the Bouth Indian Bridge Association.

Packing, Fostage and other churges cxira.

Write to:— HON. GENERAL SECRETARY,
South Indian Bridge Association, M. U. C., Park Town, MADRAS.

TODDLERS CORNER
The basis of bidding

A quick trick or an honour-trick
or a defensive winner is a card or
combination of cards which may
be expected to win a trick under
all circumstances, whether the con-
tract has bean purchased by the
parinership or by the opponents.
With A K xxx, you would, of
courge, expect to win about 4
tricks in a contract in this suit.
These 4 tricks arve called playing
tricks, Even if, however, the
contract has beean purchased by
the opponents in another suit
altogether, the A K in your hand
would be ordinarily expected to
secure two tricks. These are
called gquick tricks. These quick
tricks are the one relatively stable
element in the flux of constantly
changing values of long and short
suits, A sound knowledge of
quick trick values is, therefore,
indispensable to every Contract
bridge player.

The following table shows the
quick trick values:—

AKQ 2k
AK] 24

A K }

AQJ 2
E%J} ,
ATJi1o 1
A

KQ } I
K]Jio

K :

Q;x} A %
K

(j)'l):]x} "
Jox

These quick trick values are
merely the initial valuations, when
no information as regards the
holding of the other hands at the
table is available. These values
would have to be revised, and
revised considerably at times, in
the light of the information
subsequently disclased as the bid-
ding progressé8.  For example,

_-an A Q valued at 15 quick tricks

and K. X valued at %4 ¥juick trick
_would increase in vajue if the
suit is called by the partner or
the opponent on the right and
decrease in value if it is called by
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the opponent on the left. Again
the quick trick cards should be

valued liberally when your partner
shows great quick trick strength
and they should be valued strin-
gently when the opponents, and
particularly the opponent on your
left, do so.

When supporting  partners’
suit, ruffing values in respect of
short suits can be counted as equi-
valent to quick tricks, To avoid
the danger of duplication. count
a doubleton as 4, 3 singleton as
Land a void as 114 oaly.  With
four or more trumps, these
values can be increased by 50
per cent. When the hand contains
two short saits, only the shorter
of the two can be counted.

There are about g's quick
tricks altogether in the four hands
in every deal, apart from ruffing
vatues. The remaining 4% tricks
are secured in every deal by low
cards under cover of the gnick
trick eards. If a partnership
holds all the 8L; quick tricks, it
may ardinarily expect to win all
the 13 tricks. The partnership is
then in the grand slam zone, [f
the partnership holds 7 quick
tricks in the two combined hands,
it is in the small slam zone. If it
holds 6 quick tricks, it isin the

game zone. If it holds § quwk R
tricks, it is in the two odd zone ¢
If it holds 4 to 4% quick tricks in o
the combined hands, it is in the ?,
one odd zone. With average -
distribution, therefore, one qmck :
trick can be ordinarily expecmd

to vield about 114 plaving tricks.

The aforesaid calculation i?- of
course, subject to distributional
advantages or disadvantages. A
long string of cards in vne suit
may vield a large number of play-
ing tricks with very little quick
trick strength., In the same \’f'a)’-
a large number of Aces and Kings
may give a proportionately small
number of playing tricks when
the distribution is a sterile one-
But these distributional advan-
tages or disadvantages or thesé
distributional storms are the ex-
ception and not the rule.

Every plaver should, therefore,
assess the number of quick tricks
available with the partnership and
with the opponents respectively at
every stage of the bidding. This
would enable a declaring side to
choose the safest maxim}lm
bidding leve! and the defending
side to challenge the contract
through doubling whenever the
bidding goes hevond this level.

- Wor These | “ QUEEN'S
ForYou? | FABRIC.”

JUST ARRIVED.
NEW SHIPMENTS OF

A Choice of Selections
4 for

They are LADIES & CHILDREN.
the Best i Blouses & Frocks

Elegant appearance,
faultless finish and
And the); are exceptional wearing
reasonably qualities. Suitable for all
Priced occasions.
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piease Come THE FAVOURITE SHOP,
and See them. 71-72 RATTANBAMAR,

They are the [N ) ,_'.f;’ :

Things You =__ R
will want. K[SHINCH:M?_II?. ,QHE!.‘L»?&RAM
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