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ECHOES AND SIGNALS.

By T. Essex.

70O, Clarencs, this article has
nothing to do with rever-
berations in hills or the

war. It deals with ap impor-
tant weapon avaiisble to the
defenders at contract bridge.

The “ Echo ” or the " Peter "
is the playing of a higher
card to the first.lead of a suit
and a lower one to the second,
whether these leads are conse-
cutive, as is usually the case,
or whether they are not.
Echoes are used to show that
the plaver has only two cards
of the suit and is able to ruff
the third one or that he holds
the Queen of the suit on a
King-Ace lead. They are used
against a trump contract. Two
echoes against a N, T. contract
are used for 2 different pur-
poses, aa will be explained pre-
sently. There is, fourthly, the
*trump echo,” with which even
many leading players, I am
afraid, are unfamiliar.

*SQignals " include " echoes.”
Echoes are sometimes called
* high-low "' signals or “down
and outs,” But *signals,”
technically speaking, are used
for a different purpose. Firet,
the high card signal. The
play of a high card (a six
or higher) of the same suit is
encouraging and asks leader
that he may continue the

suit, if advisable, as the signal-
ler holds a trick in the suit.
A high discard on another
suit tells partner that the dis-
carder wants that suit led or
that he can stop the suit
against an adverse N. T. 'This
facilitates his partner’s dis-
cards and is a valuablie defence
against squeezes, Conversely,
the play or discard of a card
lower than six-spot is dis-
couraging, and tells partner
that the player has neither a
doubleton in the suit nor the
Q, or that he has no stopper
in it against a N. T. contract.
There is a third signal known
as the 'suit-preference’ or
“lead-directing " signal. The
occasions for its nse will be ex-
plained later on in this article.

These weapons are not some-
times capable of employment ;
for instance, if a player has
no card higher than a six-spot
for an encouraging or come-
on signal, In this case, the
leader is in doubt, until the
next discard is made. Simi-
larly the lowest card of the
signaller may be a six and
doubt arises whether it is en-
couraging or not, But in the
vast majority of cases the sys-
tem works out effectively.

The *trump-echo ” is tade
on declarer's trump leads or

ki
-
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when two ruffs are made by a
defender. Here the echo has
the opposite significance to
that of the ordinary echo.
The play of a higher trump
followed by a lower one by
a defender tells his partner
that the signaller has at leaat
one more trump in his hand.
The opportunities for its use
will be illustrated balow.

Now, a word of caution,
Signals are two-edged weapons,
The information disclosed to
partner is equally availabie to
a wide-awake declarer. In the
case of the fourth-beat lead,
the information is especialiy
useful to the declarer. That's
why, sometimes, especially
against a N. T. contract,
some players lead the fifth
best, to deceive the declarer,
especially if this card happens
tobe the deuce. Again, petering
should not be resorted to asa
rule of thumb, merely because
the player happens to have a
doubleton. If the continuation
of the suit is likely to establish
a long card or more for declarer,
though the signaller may get
in his ruff, it is not profitable
to echo, Similarly, if the
declarer is likely to over-ruff
the signaller, the leader should
consider if this'is advantageous
to himself. Again, with a sure
trump winner irrespective of a
ruffer, the defender should not
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signal, uniess thersby that
winner is mnot jeopardised.
There are other signals by dis-
cards of high cards, with which
1 shall deal in a subsequent
article in our next issue,
Again, it may be inadvisable
to disclose the holding of a
stopper or a finessable honour
to declarer, especially against
high c¢ontracts. In such cases,
encouraging ocards should not
be used. I have already men-
tioned 2 kinds of N. T. echoes,
Against a N.'l. contract, one
such high-low signal is made
when the partner of the leader
has four or more cards of the
suit led. The cards played are
the highest but one and the
lowest but one,

Again, suppose the holder
of a long suit holds an outside
entry. He should not, gene-
rally, disclose his holding of
such entry till his suit is
established. Otherwise the de-
clarer will remove that entry
at once and the long suit may
never come in at all.

Now, let me take up the
cases in order. The peter
against a trump contract is
familiar to most players, anpd
I need not deal with it at
fength. Ome kind of peter

against a N. T. contract has -

also been dealt with in the
iast paragraph.
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I proceed to deal with the
Trump-Echo, Let me take a
concrete example :(—

510.3
Q.J,Io
QO KQ 1
& A Q
s()ﬁ.Q, N %9.865,42
$a,0842W F
& B.6 32 5 &9,754
&K j
¢ AK9 7
27.6,.3
K,J,10

Confract :—4 hearts by South.
Wesat leads the ace jof dia-
monds and East shows out.
Naow West knows the declarer
holds 4 diamonds. He can
give threes ruffs to East, pro-
vided Euast holds three trumps
and can also ba directed to put
Woest in twice. Hencs, to the
sacond trick, he leads the 9 of
diamonds, te show that he
wants his partner to lead
spades, the higher of the twa
suits outside trumps. East
ruffs and leads spades, and
West gives him a diamond to
ruff again. West is put in
again with a spade and Hast
gots a third ruff. The contract
is 3 down. Now the point
here is that Hast ruffs first
with the 3 of hearts and next
with the 2, showing that he
hoids a third trump. This

“illustrates a combination of

the trump echo and the lead-
directing aignals,

5
Lead directing signal +—
A! 7! 5!4
Q.J,0,4
Q
$K0Q1J9
'Y N 10,9, 6
CAL762 & § 81{ >
\‘5 81413 010r9-7:615
& AS42 5 38763

Condraci :—4 spades by South.
West leads the ace of hearts
& East drops the king. From
dummy’s cards it is clear that
the king is a singleton and
East can get in a ruff. Wast
holds the ace of clubs also.
It a fourth trick can be gat,
the contract is set. In order
to direct East to put West in,
West next leads the 2 of
hearts, asking his partner to
lead cluba. The converse case
is where the opener leads a
singleton and his partner, in
order to show how he is to
be put in to give the opener
another ruff, leads a high or
low card of the suit to direct
the opener to lead the higher
or the lower of the two suits,
outside trumps, respectively.
A third case is where the third
hand can take second round
of the suit and has a double-
ton. In other words, when
the lead is from ace and
others & 3rd hand holds K. Q.
doubleton or when the lead ia
from Ace king and small, he
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has Q. J. doubleton. The fol-
lowing hand illustrates this:—

Game all Dealer—South

5 &5, 3,

,:'[I(’Sg'

2 K, Q:“'F, 4 2
3%41063 N é'z's z
2.-\. 10,672 W E X g

‘A4 . A;Q %66.5,3

v AQ

¢ 6,53

& 10,0
The Wdding —

S, W. N. E.
™ — - —
45— — — —

I do not know on which sys-
tem South opened with two
spades, but thers it i3. West led
the ace of diamonds on which
East played the king. Of course
this means, Q or no more, and
hence South must have three or
four diamonds. South’s trumps
must be solid for his bid, and
looking at Dummy, he must
have A, Q of hearts. The only
hope of defeating the contract
is to give East a diamond ruff,
In order to direct the lead after
East takes the 2nd trick,
Woest leads the 2 of diamonds,
indicating that he wants
clubs led, and not hearts. Weat
getsin on ciub Ace and gives
East the ruff and the contract ia
one shy.

Another Example . —

& K7
v Q8,6
9,6, 4
K, J, 10,8, 2
’10,9,8.6.4 N ‘j&lQ' 312
743 v 5
275 w E‘O‘;\,K,J.S,z
e tl !7
- ]
Q? AIK!I ogsz
Q Q10,3
& A Q4
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Contract :—4 hearts by South.
West led the 7 of diamonds.
After cashing his ace and
king and noting the echo by
West, East can defeat the
contract at once by laying down
his ace of spades and then
giving West a diamond ruff.
But he wants to set the con-
tract more. Hence he leads
the knave of diamonds, to
ask Wost to lead a spade and
the contract is two down. If
West leads a ciub, South
makes his contract as he can
discard his two losing spades
on North's long clubs.

. A clever ruse was smployed
in the following hand by
Weant :—

& 10,6,7.6
K, Q10

Confract:—4 spadas by South,
West led Ace of hearta and
East dropped the 9. Waest
has no hope of getting in again
to give East a second ruff,
Hence ha resorted to the ruse of
leading the B of hearts to the
second trick, suggesting a dia-
mond tead. South, on this
lead, dare not hold up his
Ace, an, if West has the king,
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a 2nd H. ruff sets the contract,
Eventually declarer loat two
diamond tricks and the con-
tract was set one.

No-Trump Bchoes

I have already mentioned
that one such echo is made by
the partner of the defending
leader to show four or more
cards of the suit led. There
is another kind of echo which
is made on declarer's lemds of
a suit. This echo iz used to
show partner how long he
may hold up the stopper in
the declarer’'s suit, so that
dummy may be killed if it has
no outside entry tfor the suit,
Some examples wilt illustrate :-

&K, Q10,75
{ng outside cotry)

&8 4 w

& .43

South leads J of elubs. West
piays the B and, on the next
lead, plays the 4 showing a
doubleton. Hence East must
hold up his Ace till the third
round.

E dAb2

& 0Q.],107,3

{no outsile eniry)
&0984 W
HK 2

E QA)()IS

South leads the king of clubs
and then amall. West plays
the 4 first and then the 8,

7

showiug that he holds a third
card of the suit. Hence East
ghould put up his Ace to the
2nd trick as South cannot lead
clubs again. Holding up might
present South with that one
extra trick he may require to
fulfil his contract. This echo
may also be used against a
trump contract to prevent the
establishment of a side suit
in dummy..

A different position arises
when second hand has the
stopper instead of the fourth.
Take the following example :—

& K,0,10,62
& A5y W E &0,48.4
&),7

Here West has to play be-
fore East can echo or show
three of the suit. South leads
the J and follows with the 7.
Fast plays the 4 to the first
trick. Apart from the fact
that the 2 and 3 are visible
and hence East’'s 4 is hjs
lowest card, South's play pro-
bably marks East with the 9
and 8. Had Kast only one of
these two cards besides the 4
he would have played ig
Hence West poes right up
with the ace vn the second
lead and duminy is Jdead as a
door-nail.

[To be continued ]



THE BRIDGE CUB.
By Dr. T, V. S, Shastri.

T happened in Madras, Lit-
tle Indra was only a year
and a quarter old. She

could just walk and lisp a
few words. As in the Chinese
language, each word of hers or
half word had to convey several
mneanings according to the
context.

A series of coincidences oc-
curring on the same day made
this tale possible. Her mother
had to attend her Sister's
Bangle Ceremony, a function
attended by ladies mostly, and
the child with the instinctive
contrariness inherent in ehil-
dren slected to remain with
her father.

He took her to a friend's
house where in spite of pro-
teats he was persuaded to
join his friends on a trip to
Mahabalipuram, He entrusted
the child to his gervant and
asked him to take her to her
mother and started on the
trip.

The servant permitted her
to walk a Ilittle along the
China Bazar delightedly look-
ing at the toys, toy cyclas
and other things exhibited
there, It was then that a

small motor accident occurred
at the Broadway end which
as usual, attracted a crowd
amongst which the servant,
with his morbid taste for wit-
nessing accidonts, was one.

A passing cyclist knocked
the servant down and he lav
down with closed eyves for
surh a long time, wondering
whether he had died that the
policeman had to take hoth
him and the cyelist to &
police station, Though he
rushed back, remembering that
he had lsft iittle Indra in the
bazar, in the midat of his
statement, little Indra had
strolled away from the Dlace
where he had |eft her.

The servant in dismay ran
hither and thither, loth vth go
to the mothor anqg confess the
loss of the chilg, Thoughts
of running away from his job
and even Madras and even of
commiting suicide raced
through his mind while he
continued the search,

Little Indra was in the mean
while picked up by a kindly
stranger, who finding that he
could not deal with her varying
moods lodged her in a police
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station. It was not easy for
the guardians of law and or-
der too, as she had such scant
respect for their admonitions.
By fairly vociferous yellowing
she even successfully prevented
bearded policemen from enter-
ing the room. While they
were wondering, as to what
they could do about her, Dr. Ra
ma Iyer walked into the thana.

Little Indra somehow took
to the police surgson, pulled
his buttons, wateh etc. and
started a detailed search of
his pockets. The kindly doc-
tor co-operated by patiently
submitting to all this and cven
pulled ont the contents of his
pockets.

Aa soon as she saw a num-
ber of visiting cards, the child
picked them up eagerly, shou-
ted for "more’ and collecting
a lot and crying ' eards,
cards,” gleefully invited him
to play with her. And what
was more, wanted two other
policemen also for playing and
pretended to deal the cards.

* Fo*
O *

The observant doctor, who
noticed that she wanted a good
number of cards and four
people to piay pguessed that
the child must have witnessed
her father or others playing
Bridge and asked the police
to telephone the M. U, C, and
other c¢lubs where they played
Bridge. But since neither the
mother, uor the father rea-
lised the absence of the child,
tifl late nt night, when they
met, the child was restored to
the hewildered parents only
the next day, through the good
offices of some bridge mem-
bhers who informed them of the
previous eveninz's  enguiries
about a lost * Bridge Cub”
named something like © Tndu.”

“*Begin early” my friend
T. S. K, used to say, placing a
cigarette in hig infant's mouth !
Little Indra by attempting to
begin early—Playing Bridge—
was salely restored to Ther
distracted parents, and earned
for herself the soubriquet of
“The Bridge Cub."



OPTIMISTIC SLAM BIDS.
By G. K. Nanjunda Iyer, Gobi.

1st series:

I have seen very many play-
ers who either fear or smell
glam on seeing their hand or
on hearing their partner open
the bid. In their case the
scientific process is of no avail.
They rush to their goal irres-
pective of any impsdiments on
their way; a positive or nega-
tive response for the Asking
Bid or 4 N. T. {under 4-5 N.T.
convention) bid is the same
{0 them.

The following two hands will
amply prove the optimism of
the biddera because the results
justify their hunch that the
hands are slam ones.

Hand No, . —

5

7

< A10,8, 7,6

& A,K,7,0,54
& 00532 N & 1,87
Y 15432 g VKI5
Q = v 16,532
& 10,3,2 5 & Q7

& ALK 10,6

R‘? ‘A! Q1 9!8

v K, 0,4

» 56

The bidding -—

I
3
4
SN.T

||ZUOGZ
)QHHH
RS S P 8]
| zpZmun®
= H

1111 €

The hid of 7 D. or 7 NT. is
highly imaginative. South’s
losers have not been accounted
for by North'abidding as neither
of South's suit has been suppor-
ted by North. At any rate
South visualised a grand slam
and he cluteched at it.

The opening lead was the
ten of clubs. Two rounds of
with A and K drop the clubs
Q of clubs, The remaining
clubs are run and two amail
spades and the small hearts
are discarded in South's hand.
A small spadeis played from the
dummy. The spade A and K
are cashed. In the meanwhile
East was getting squeezed.
He cannot keep four diamonds
to J and Hearts K guarded.
The contract is made, The
success of this hand makes the
optimist a hero and the cham-
pion of the day.

Hawld No. JT—

& ’\ 2,9,806

A , 10, 5

v A Q, 3

& AR
‘K}I, N ‘)éorsf'hz
%' 9,7,5.4,2 <
S K W E o
& 107,06 & (Q5.52

& 3

VK Q8

> J.5.4,2

& ),0 84

(Contd. on page 12)

SACRIFICES AND FLAG-FLYING.
By T. Essex.

RO, Reggie, | am NOT wri-
I\ ting about ceremonial

worship or of His Ma-
jeaty's Birthday Festivities.
You have got it now, this arti-
cle”is about a particular form
of defence at contract bridge.

The virus of sacrificitis
has chronically infected some
plavers. There is a player in
our club who is never so
happy as when he is making
what he considers a heroic
sacrifice to save the game or
rubber. I cannot say that his
partner is equally happy;: nor
does he agree that there is
any heroism about the matter,
and he would rather term the
action foolhardy. The sacri-
fice or suicide complex is
difficult to get rid of even
with the aid of pyscho-ana-
lysts. Woe unto the unlucky
wight who cuts the sacrificer
as partner. The scores go
mounting up in the opponents’
column above the line like
a sky-scraper.

To sacrifice or not to sacri-
fice, that is the question. The
answer depends on various
factors. It calls for rare judge-
ment. At Duplicate, such bids
have a distinct value and are
often effective. But ordinary
Rubber Bridge is another story.

Theoretically, the invisible
bonus for making the first
game i3 350 and the game
itself is worth at least a 100
more. If a vulnerable side is
likely to make rubber against
their non-vulnerable opponents,
they may scare 700 for the
rubber and at least 100 for the
game, not to speak of honours.
Hence it may be a saving to
go 3 down doubled to save
the first game and 4 down to
gsave a two game rubber.

Buf, are you sure you are
not begging the question? Is
it so certain that the oppo-
nents will make the game or
rubber ? I3 it not actual ex-
perience that the opponents,
trading on your sacrifice com-
plex, overbid their handa and
would have gone down if left
to play the hand? In this
case, 18 not the sacrifice futile ?
Is it possible, again, to calcu-
late accurately the penalty
vou are likely to incur by
vour going down on your
doubled sacrifica bid? And,
finally, supposing it is a save
for the time being, and the
odds are evens {this sounds
Irish) on vour eventually get-
ting the rubber, are you certain
of getting it or are you merely
postponing the dav of
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reckoning and adding to the
opponents’ score ?

When both sides are vuine-
rable, the points to he saved
by sacrifice are at least 620
and therefore a two-trick set,
doubled, is theoretically sound.
But similar considerations to
those quoted above apply here.
Is the sacrifice worth while,
after all ?

Against sure slams, a heavy
penalty sometimes shows g
profit once in a blue moon.
But are slams certain? 1Is
there anything certain in
Bridge, except that the loser

must pay ? (In our club even
this is not certain, with some
losers). Theoretically, a set
of 8 down non-vulnerable, or
o down vulnerable is a paper-
saving against a vulnerable
grand slam by opponents. But
—there 78 a 'but.’

Judicious sacrifice at du-
plicate is sometimes very
effective, but in ordinary rub-
ber bridge the sacrifice bid is
mostly a snare and a delusion.
The player who indulges in such
is hardly popular and other
players fervently hope that they
may not cut him as partner.

OPTIMISTIC SLAM BIDS —(Continuei Srom page 10}

The bidding :—

N E 5 w
285 — 3H —
35 — INT —
4D — 45 -
4 NT — 8 H —
SNT — 6NT —

The opening bid & the sub-
sequent forcing bids of the
opener are too optimistic &
show his determination not
to stop short of slam. The
PooTr partner is dragged and
thrown from one pit to an-
other until at |ast he surrenders
with a 6 N.T. bid.

In this deal all ihe trouble-
some cards for the declarer
are distributed favourably to
him. The opening lead was the
10 of clubs, The A and K of
clubs were cashed. A small heart

was played from the dummy
and won by Sonth with the
jack. Then club 9 was played
from the hand and East took
the trick with the Q and
returned the last club which
wasa taken by the jack., South
played a small diamond and
won the trick with the Q.
H. A. and then the 10 were
played from dummy, the third
heart being taken in the hand.
The 4th heart was cashed.
For the next trick, a small
D. was played by S covered
by the K. from West and the
ace from the dummy and then
D. J was cashed leaving AQ
of spades to win the last 2
tricka,

THE LURE OF THE SLAM.
By Toe Sigma.

YITHERE is a unigue fascina-
tion about the bidding
and making of slams,

apart from the large Dbonuses

for a successful salam contract.

KEven after these bonuses were

reduced after the last revision

of the laws, the premia are
gtill substantial encugh to
tempt the enterprising player.

Hence the crop of conventions

alleged to enable one to arrrive

at makeable slam contracts,

I may say at once that though

their name i3 legion, the chief

ones are about half a dozen.

Nevertheless, not one of these

can guarantee success. Apart

from intrinsic defects in them,
the imp of unfavourable dis-
tribution may trip up even an
apparent dead certainty. “ The
best laid schemes of mice and
men oft gang agley.” There is
only onae thing certain at
Bridge—the loser must pay.

In the first place, the reader
may ask, why conventions at
all?  Were not slama bid
before the invention of econ-
ventions ?  Yes, sir, they were.
But, at beut, they were but a
leap in the dark. Even with
conventions, they are by no
means a sure thing.

It goes without saving that
to make a grand slam, al]
four suits must be controlled
in the firat round. For a
little slam, at least three first
round controls and the second
round control in the fourth
suit are sine qua non. If the
detenders can steal the firat
trick against a grand siam or
the firat two tricks against a
small slam, there is no point
in double-locking the stable
theraafter, 1 shali proceed to
describe in hrief the leading
glam conventions now being
used.

4-5 N. T. Convention

In 1933, Mr. Culherizon in-
troduced his 4-5 N. T. con-
vention. After trumps are
agreed upon, explicitly or im-
plicitly, a bid of 4 N. T. shaws
two aces and the king of a
suit hid by either partner or
three aces. The responses are
as follows:—

Responses Te shew

Five of a suit Acce of that soit,
other than
trumps.

Five of the No ace.
trump suit.

Six  of the
tramp  suit.

Five N. T,

Ace of trumps.

Twao aces or the
4thaceand the king
of all bid suits.



- 14

The convention works out
satisfactorily only in about
607 of cases, But there are
snags. It is sometimes not
possible to use it, as the ini-
tial requirement of two aces
and the king of a bid suif or
3 aces is lacking, Again, it is
doubtful, in many cases which
of these 2 holdings is shown.
Thirdly, this convention, as
well as some of those des-
cribed below, such as the Nor-
man and the Blackwood, are
robbed of much of their value
where there iz a void suit.
Control of that suit cannot be
indicated positively and there
is a great risk of duplication
of values, Mr. Ailbert S8hein-
wold modified the convention
to minimise one of these de-
fects. Lastly, when the agreed
suit is 8 minor, there is the
danger, as in the employment
of Asking Bids, that the res-
ponse may land the partners
into a compulsory small slam,
Hence caution is necessary.

Asking Bids

In 1936, Mr. Culbertson
introduced his Asking Bids,
Here the asker bids a auit
at the 4 or higher level (after
trumps are agreed upon) ask-
ing specificaily for first or
second round control of that

suit as well as first round
control of other suits, Asking
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bide must be made in a suit
other than one bid by either
partner. Gireat caution is neces-
sary in making the asking
bids in proper sequence, if there
are more than one or, even if
only one question is put.
Especially if the agreed suit
is & minor, & response of five
of a major willy—nilly forces
the contract to a little slam.
which may not be there. It
is generally advisable to ask
in a suit in which one holds
the ace. The responses are a8
follows to an asking bid at
the four level :—

Responses Show

Four of a snit Second round
other than controlof theasked
trumps or five it suit and the ace of
the asked suit is the responded suit-
of higher rank,

Four no-trump. Ace of the asked
suit and another
ace or secon
round control of
asked suit and two
other aces.

Five no-trump, Ace of asked suit
and two other aces.

For example .—

& AJ75.4
CK,Q]J
2 Al9I6'3
7
North South
®» 0,10,63
AL 32
oK 7
& A95
The Biddiug .—

N E s w
1 Idp -
4 § 4 NT -
5 i —
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To the asking bid of 4
diamonds, South shows second
round contro! of diamonds and
two other aces. As pointed
out already, even askipng bids
are by no means the last word.
There are snags and pit-falis,
They must be used with cau-
tion, always with a view to the
possibility of ability to sign-off
at the 3 level. For instance,
in the following hand, Mr.
Culbertson advocates " cheat-
ing " (of course in a technical
gense) in lieu of giving the
proper response,

West Enst
& ALY &K Q10804
Y A2 e
O 10, 7 0 AI 8: 5) 2
& A Q7,5 K0
Bidding suggested by £, C,
East West
18 3
49 45/ B
4 & 5 deor4a N. T,
o & il

To the asking bid of 4
diamonds, West's regulation
response is a sign-off. But
with his three Aces, this is
unthinkable.

Hence he ‘' cheats ” by show-
ing second round control of
diamonds (which is not there)
and the heart ace. After
East bids four spades, West
either bids 4 N. T. showing
3 aces or asks in 5 clubs,
In either case, East bids the

small slam,
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No doubt this is far-fetched
and illugtrates one of the snags
in the wsystem. The Bridge
Editor of the Londen Times
Weekly suggests an alternative
bidding for the above hand:

Enst West
1 & 3ds
10 3
4 & 5 &
5Q 59
5 N. T. 6 &

West gives the game force
by the jump bid of 3 in another
suit. East bids his secondary
suit aund West prefers spades.
Euasi signs off in 4 spades but
West is not finished yet, He
makes an asking bid of 5 clubs.
East shows second round con-
trol and the ace of diamonda.
West asks again in hearts
and East shows second round
control of that suit. West
now bids the small slam,

It may be noted enpassant
that second round control of
a suit iz shown to a second
asking bid by bidding the same
number of no-trump. After
a foreing two-opener second
round control is shown simi-
larly by bidding the minimum
number of no-trump.

I consider this bidding much
better than the cheating me-
thod.

The Blackwood convention,

The Blackwood 4-5 N. T.
convention invented about 1949
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by Mr, Easley R. Blackwood,
has a large number of adhe
rents. Here, after trumps are
~agreed upon, a bid of 4 N. T.
asks for the aces in partner's
hand; a following bid of 5
N. T. asks similarly for the
kings in the responding hand.
The responses are as follows :—

Responses Show in responding

1o 4 N. T. hand
5d No aces
5 One ace
5 &7 Two aces
5 4 Three aces
5 N.T. Four aces. (It is

nat likely that the
asker has no ace at

all.)
Responses
to § N. T.
6 ds No kings
6O One king
6 Two kings
6 Three kings
6 N.T. Four kings

It is obvious that there are
snags here too., If the agreed
suit is a minor, the response
may Jland the coniract in a
compulsory small slam or even
a grand slam.

Even when the asker holds
four aces, the hid of 4 N. T,
must be made, though the
response must necessarily he
five elubs. A bid of five N. T,
straightaway is reserved for
a hand in which the bidder
wants to indicate that 6 N, T.
is a probable contract. This
is especially valuable at dupli-
cate with match-point scoring.
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In the case of voids, as al-
ready indicated, there may be
the danger of duplication of
values. Mr. Blackwood gets
over this difficulty by giving
the responding hand the right
to override a sign-off by his
partner.

For erample —
Responding  Asking ha_nd bicks

hand 4N.T.
West East
A K 1043 L]
Q\«" K, 0,063 Vo

-

& A0,7,4 & —
Agreed suit, hearts.

Weatl responds 5D and East
signe off with 5 hearts. Now
West bids six hearts showing
his void in diamonds.

Responding Asking hand bids
hand 4 N T,
West East

&K 10,43 »—

Qf mrm v

JK.Q.SG.S ‘_: —

& A 10,7, 4 *>—

Agreed suit, diamonds,

West's response should be
normally § diamonds, showing
one ace.  But ag East ia likely
to leave this in, West is told
to bid six diamonds straight-
away, showing a void and an
ace.

When you or partner has
not bid a suit but only no-
trump, the 4 no-trump bid 19
not conventional but a slam
try. Again after a double by
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an opponent, a bid of 4 no-
trump may be a rescue and
not conventional.

For erample —

N E S w
190 — 2 —
3¢  —— 3N.T. —
40 —— —_ Dhble
— — 4 N.T.

{rescue bid)

The Norman 4 N. T.

Convention,

Introduced about 1939, is
named after its inventors Sir
Norman Bennett and Mr,
Norman Hart. A bhid of 4
no-tramp makes an inquiry
ahout aces and kings on a
point count, an ace counting
as one point and o king as
half a point. After a bid of
4 no-trump, the responses are
as follows :—

Respanses Show
5de Less than 17 poims
[ %) 1l; points
5 & 2 points
5 & 21, points
g N.T. &c. 3 points and so on,

cach higher bid
showing 1 2 pt.
more.

When originally introduced,
tha conveniion plared soma
restrictions on the asker. With
clubs as the probable trump
suit, the asker must have him-
solf 3 points, with diamonds
214, with hearts 2, and with
apades 134, This was laid
down in order that the con-
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tract may stop at the five
leve! if necessary. But
now-a-days players use this
convention irrespective of the
holding of the asking hand.
It will be noticed alsoc that
there i3 no separate enquiry
ahout Kings in this conven-
tion.

An example :(—

West East
& KQJL9 & 10,6, 4, 3
CAKQTLY Vo2
r'-} 2 '\-."' -A: 10, 9
& A 2 & K Q10,5

Waeat bids 4 no-trump, after
hearts are agreed upon. FEast
bids five diamonds showing
1¥6 points. This may mean
3 kings or an ace and a king.
From his own holding West
knows it must be an ace and
a king. Hence he bids 6 hearts.
It must be noted that the
reaponse does not necessarily
show the diamond ace and
king of clubs, It may mean
spade acs and king of dia-
monds, in which case the slam
is not there, The system is
net infallible, But, T eonsider
that it is simpier than the
rystems already described and
works out well in a vast majo-
rity of cases. There is only
one question put and the ans-
wer may be correctly inter-
preted in most cases,

-
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Another example —

$ ], 10,5, 4
@A:917)6r4|3
oAz
North South
& AQ862
Qs
O K
&K 743
The bidding :—
S N
I zQ
b 44
4N.T. 5 7
[ -

North’s response of 5H shows
2 points. This may be two
aces oT one ace and two kings.
If it is the former, two kings
are missing, but a heart can
be discarded on the ace of
diamonds and the trump fin-
nesse is an even chance for a
slam. If it is one ace and
2 kings, only the missing ace
is likely to make.

The 8mith slam conveniion.

This is, in somse respects,
gimilar to the Norman con-
vention, in that the responses
are based on a similar point
count, an ace being reckoned
as 1 point and a king as half
a point. Either partner may
mwake an asking bid of 4 no-
trump. But the asker must
hold 2% points himself. (This
may be two aces and a king
or one ace and three kings)
The responses are as follows :—
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Responses Show
5clubs  Less than 1%4 points
5¢ 114 points
5 2,

5 & 24

and so on, raising the bid for
every half point extra in the
responding hand. When the
opening bid is forcing to game,
however, the responses are
shaded 14 point; that is, the
response to 4 no-trump i8 9
clubs if less than one point
is held {instead of 114); it 18
5 diamonds with 1 point; and
g0 on.

In order to deal with hands
which are strong distribu-
tionally, the 4-no-trump bid is
replaced by a jump bid in a
new suit or an overcall of the
opponent's suit. The response
should show only the number
of points held cutside the oppo-
went's suil or the jump-bid suil.
Here again, as in the game-
forcer opening bid, the response
beging with 1 point instead

of 114,

An example or two will
itlustrate :—

West East
(1) #4973 » —
Q)AIQDJ! I, 4 Q/]Krgrs's‘z
0542 SAKQTS
& ASB » K Q6
The bidding :—
w N E 5
[ V) Ié 30 -
3V — 1
49 — 79
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East's bid of the adverse
North suit isasking. West's res-
ponse of 4H shows two points.
From his hand, East knows
that these must be the aces
of hearts and clubs, and the
grand slam is a practical cer-
tainty.

{2) West East
‘ArQ-5:3 ‘K,Q.S,A‘,:
WA!‘QFJ’IOI“' Q?Kis
OA Q]2 0K,9,3
‘ - * Q' 8: 5

The bidding :—

w E
1¢ 1&
1d 3N T.
5 &b 5 d
74 —

West's jump bid of 5 clubs
asks for controls out side the
club suit., East's response of 5 S,
shows 114 points, It is obvious
from West's hand that these
points are made up of the kinga
of spades, hearts & diamonds.

*

-+
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Hence Waest bids the grand
slam with confidence.
Lastly, the P—B8mith
Convention

To end in a tighter vein, I
mention this ccnvention, or
rather old joke, some what
apocryphal. This is supposed to
be used by sharpers on Atlantic
Liners to rook victims. Onse
of this fraternity on picking
up his hand finds that it is
a bust and announces that it
must be a misdeal as he has
only 12 cards. If his partner
has also a paor hand he says
that he has fourteen cards and
they throw down their cards
together. If, on the other hand,
the partner's hand is good,
he says, I have only 13 cards,”
“ecount your cards again.”
Needloss to add, this conven-
tion is not used by memhers
of the South Indian Bridge
Asscciation.

*

A Garland of Forget-me-nots,
By Framrej Dhanjisha Dhanbheora.

A {1) Do not scream or shout at the mistakes of others; the
next mistake may be yours.

(2) If you have made a mistake, do not make silly excuses;
even experts make occasional mistakes.

B (1) Lose and give graciously or gain and receive courteously.

{2) Do not play for stakes beyond your means; playing for
high stakes is not a game but mere gambling.

C (1) It is better to lose a game than to lose your honour.

(2) It is not fair to stop and think when there is nothing
to think about, e. g., while throwing a sinzleton rard,



THE *GREENE’ SYSTEM

By P, S. Ramaswami, Mm.A.

HE Greene System of

Contract Bridge, expounded

in the 'Greene Book on
Contract " by Ernest Greene,
Canada's foremost teacher, is an
intelligent attempt at simplify-
ing Bridge. It certainly is easier
to learn than the Culbertson
System, though the claim that
it is superior to the Culbertson
System in every way cannot
80 readily bhe conceded. In
certain aspects of the bidding
the Greene System is no less
artificial than the Culbertson
System and no more helpful,
Slam bidding, which is at once
the glory and the despair of
the bridge player, is easier or
more difficult according to the
type of hands given. But if
the four-five N. T. Convention
and the Asking Bids are the
bughear of the average bridge
player, as they no doubt are,
the Greene bidding is an alter-
native well worth considering.

The Greene trick count is
the basis of all Greene hidding.
The trick-taking values assign-
ed to the high cards are a8
below,

Ace 113, King 1, Qucen 14,
These when added up total 12
for all the suits. In N. T.
the Jack is assigned 14
Greene calls these high-card
tricks ‘Taking Tricks” The

long-card tricke, viz., ¥ for
the fourth and 1 for every
additional card of the suit, he
calls ' Hand-Made Tricks.” The
two added up give the 'total
taking-trick ' value of the hand.

The minimum for an open-
ing bid of one of a suit is a
biddable suit and 4, 5 or ©
‘total taking tricks * of which
4 or at least 314 should be
in the * Ready-mades, i.e., high-
card tricks. The assisting
hand rajses, with normal trump
support, once for every trick
held above 3 tricks; and wit!\‘
out normal trump support, It
N. T. There is no material
difference between the two
systems in regard to this, bu}:
the Greene bid of one of a suit
i a more pracise indicat.ion
of the strength of the opening
hand, as that strength ranges
from 4 to 6 total taking tricks
and no more while the Culbert-
son 1 bid of a suit may mean
anything between 214 and 512
* Honour Tricks.’

The requirements for pre-
emptive bids and for raises by
the assisting hand are the same
in both systems. But bids
indicating strength are differ-
ent. While in the Culbertson
System strength is indicated
by an opening /wo bid of a
suit, in the Greene System
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it is shown by an opening
bid of 1 N, I The specifica-
tion for a1 N. T. bid in the
Greene System is o count of
6 in three suits or of 5%
among the four suits irres-
pective ¢of the hand pattern.
Partner adds up his ‘Ready-
made ' count, and before bid-
ding stops he gradually raises
his partner's bid, once for every
count of 1, fwice for a count
of 2, and so on. In this way
he tells partner, not only how
much of the remaining count
he holds but (what is atill more
important for slam purposes)
what ayits the raisers are in.
All responding hands con-
taining at least a king are
bid. The first response is in
the lowest ranking suit con-
taining the highest count, i.e.,
an ace, then in the immedi-
ately higher ranking suit with
an ace or a king, and so on.
Whers no aces or kings are
held, but only two queens and
any 8ix or five card suit headed
by the gqueen, such suit ia
bid at the three level. If only
9 Queens are held, the raise
is to 2 N. T. Likewise, four
queens would allow a raige
to 3 N. T. If length and
strengthl are all in one suit
without a re-entry card, such
suit i3 bid and rebid. Here
ia a typical Greene °‘No-
Trumper ~ and the responses.

& K 63
WA I0,8,7 4,3
o K 10,3
8
North South
@A) 0,8
VK, Q06
09
& AKQIL;
South North
I ; T. 2 S?
3 3 Q
3¢ 3 &
44 6 ¢
The 2 H. bid by N. tellg 8.

that the D. A. is missing.
South’s club bid reveals an
uneven type of hand. North
next shows his count of }-—
{his D. K. before 8. K.}, South’s
3 H. bid is intended to give
N. a chance to mention gpades’
if he has the king. North
now shows an important card,
the S. K.; if he did not have
it he would rebid his hearts.
South’s bid of 4 C. should
enable N. to show his prefer
ence. North now bids 6 H,
The Greens 2 N, T. bid shows
still greater strength, but the
strength is well distributed in
all 4 suita. It is a slam in-
vitatien bid, requiring a count
of 7 tricks among the ‘' Ready-
mades.” The responses anpd

raises are similar to those in
1 N.T.

A unique feature of the
(Greene system is the 2 bid of a
suit. It isa two-suiter with five
losers and with no specified
‘Ready-made ' lolding. The
assisting hand renlizes that
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partner holds a freak, and uses
kis own judgment in raising
the bid, Asinthe No Trumper
the raises could be made only
on ‘Ready-mades.” The res-
ponses start with the lowest
ranking suit holding the great-
est ‘ Ready-madse ' count. This
is very informative, for, if the
first response was in one of
the major suits, and then later
on, the minor swit was men-
tioned in the biding, it would
be denying an ace in the
minor suit. There are no pre-
ference bids. That is to say,
taking the original bid out
from 2 C. to 2 D. shows a
count of at least 1 in the
diamond * Readv-mades.” After
opener bids his second suit,
say for example hearts, a
response of spades would again
show a count of 1 in spades,
Now if opener rebids his Clubs,
i.e. 3 C., partner would have
to produce the H. K. to hid
3 H; otherwise 3 N. T. ig
the correct response. Here is
an example ;—

‘ AIK)71 2

\Vj 3.7

d ALK 762

North South

& 10,9 85
E‘K,G. % 3.2
v Q]
» 3

North starts 2 clubs, South
responds with 2 hearts. North
shows his second suit, bidding

2 8. South's response is 2
N, T., a denial of any more
aces or kings., North rebids
3 S, his major suit and S.
raiees to 4 8., the raise pen-
ding on the distributional
advantage.

The great merit of the 2 bid
is that hands which are not
likely to be bid in the first
round for want of the mini-
mum of ready-made tricks and
therefore likely to be thrown
in, couid be bid with a view
to a part score or even gamie.
But the claim that the bid is
‘danger-proof ' is open to
question. For instance, take
the following deal :—

® 0Q,J,10,9,x xx
& ox

0 Ql J; [01 .
&
North South
X, x
A, K x, h
O X,
& A
The bidding will be as below -
North South
2y 14
i3 ¥
4
5 2 5 &
5 & —

In the result the contract
will be pitched too high to be
safe. To avoid duplication of
values i3 sometimes no easier
in the Greene System than in
the Culbertson.

NOTHER year of the life

of the S.I. B. A. has rolled

on. Looking back, though
we have advanced in certain
directions, yet the progress
made has not been as satis-
factory as we expected. V\.fe
hape that each member will
make it a point to enroll a}t
least one new member this
year, so that we may reach
at least the five hundred mark.
All members are requested to
note that this work must n9t
be left only to the membership
commitiee.

We regret 1o state that Mr.
A. M. R. David, ti}l now Chair-
man of the Editorial commit-
tee, is unable to continue in
the post owing to pressure of

work. Wae are sure all mem-
bers will join us in placing
on record our thanks for the
valuable work he has done asg
Chairman hitherto. We hope
Mr. David will continue to

help us.

The Editorial offices will be
removed to Coimbatore from
March 25th. Mr. T. 8. Krish-
namurti will take over the
Chairmanship and Mr. N. R,
Qrinivasan will be Business
Editor in place of Mr. P W.
David, who has done most
efficient work hitherto and to
whom we render thanks,

Owing to changes in person-
nel, it was not possible_ to
bring out this issue in time.
We apologise for the unavoid-
able delay.

We appeal to all members
to contribute articles on vari-
ous aspects of play and bid-
ding. At present the whole
thing has to be dono by two or
three membera of the Editorial
Committee. We would much
appreciate co-operation from ali
members,



TODDLERS CORNER.
By [. D. C. Dhanbhoora.

Bridge is a glorious game indeed!
It knows no colour, caste or creed.
Three H.T. and an opening one
In a biddable suit.. what great fun?
Tu whit tu hu...tu whit tu hu.....
What a thrill! Opening Two!

Oh you Mandu.. dear little kid,
Opening three is a two-way bid.
Ch you Toddler, don™t be a lony,
Opening Four is a * Black-out ™.
All Aces, Kings and Queens you spy
Verily verily it’s a slam try,

Manda Manikkam:— I think our Gandhiji must have composed this
nursery thvme for us. What say you?

Kettikara Krishnan:—Oh vou silly Mandu! Gandhiji has neither
the time nor the tendency to play any game.

Editor : ~Doa't fight brethren; Gandhiji plays a game of patience.
He is very foad of saying * Xo Bid " and it is the only bid which cannot
be doubled by the opponents.

Somberi Suppas i —1 am feeling sleepy over your non-sense...let us
turn to our beloved belle Bridge. She is indeed “ La Belle Dame saos
Merci.”

Manda Manikkam :—~Oh you Madrasi Maliere! Are vou in love with

any “La Saree Princess” that you are talking French? What does it
mean, Somberi Sweet?
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Somberi Suppaa:—Bridge is a beautiful lady without mercy. " She
doubles two hearts, she detects you vulnerable and then she smiles when
the lovers ace down. n tell us afl about opening two hearts.

Bditor . —Remember, ve toddlers; any opening two hearts should,
rather must, never bz dropped before game is reached and they are
never dropped even in sleep or in dream. . ‘

Mandu Manikkam:~Oh captain, please cxpliain in a simple \f.'ay..
I believe in " Plain drinking and high thinking "™ You yours;elf advised
us.last time " Express yourself, bnt do not expose vourself ™. o

Editor :—An opening two-bid in 2 suit is the strongest bid in

i ; i he bidding open until
‘Bridge, and is forcing to game. Vou must keep the g

a game is reached or a sound penalty is exacted. If I blc}f }(‘op}fmnf;
of course) two in any suit, my partuer must respond, even if he has

card as high as a ten spot. . ]
Mandn Manikkam:~[t upsets me a bit. Have [to resp?nd cve
M . o T 1 reet,
with a yarbarough? Suppose you deal & bid [\;onf-gez;rts ‘(S“E:EG
" M 2.2, 5 s O 4 v 8 U
Hearts!) and [ have #5432 4 5= !
What should 1do?
. - . H s o3 trump.
Editor - ~ You must bid two No { ' e
Kettikara Krishnan: —[ think it is 2 negative response and merely
conveantional.
Bditor: ~Exactiv, vou are really clevet, "
Tl " AT e
grip of the game. Since game must .b“ n,':u:'r
open with a two-Lid unless you consider yot
well as your H. T, ) _y 5
Moande Manikkam :—hat is this H.T.? Isit hlgh‘ tea ? - .
Kottikara Krishoan:—Oh you afandu, vou do not know that muc
even! H.'T. means honour tricks. ] .
Editor:—Well Kettikara, you must be polite. HLN knowledge grow
. ! - ~e I Us v 11,
from more to more but more of reverenc2 in us d\_k . 5
Mandn Manikkam:—Well said, Sir, he thinks he is 2 Culbertson.
Ndw let us goon with our lesson. e little knows pride goeth before

e lzar brethren. simplicity is dignity of frater-

Bditor:—Don't guarrel ¢ !
nity., N - twa-bid should cver be made without at least a strong
AR ) 5 e ibution or at least

biddable suit and four honour.tru: ¢ Wl Kot
five or five and a half honqur tri o o
karan, what else is required )

explanation.

and vou stem to have a firm
, vou cannot safely
playing strength as
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EKettikara Krishnan:—I don’t know sir.

Manda Manikkam :—What 3 clever Culbertson? He does not know
the A. B. C. of Bridge. [ will tell yau, sir.

Editor :—Don’t call me “sir™, We are all coterie comrades in cards;
we are all friends and brethren.

Maudn Manikkam:—Well, brother dear, the most necessary con-
dition for an opening bid of two is “ Open with a two-bid in a suit only
when your hand contains more honcur tricks than losers"”

Kettikara Krishnan :—1 am sorry dear brother; you are no longer
Mandn. Now I understand that even if we have as many H. T,
as losers we cannot and should not risk a two-bid. We must have more
H. T. than losers.

Editor:—Quite so, dearie. Supposing you hold: S—K,Q, 1, 7.5 3.
H.—A,Q,10, 4. D.—A K. C.—A. You may bid 2 spades as you have
155 in spades, 1%3 in hearts, 2 in diamonds and I in clubs or a total of
six honour tricks and only about three (or 4 at the most} losers. Do you
understand it now ?

Mande Manikkam :—Oh yes, it is now all clear and quiet on the
Woestern Front... ... What say you X, B. Pettigard? I mean Kettikara.

Editor:—Now at a glance let us memaorise:— (1) Strong biddable
suit. (2) Four to five and a half H. T. (3) More honour-tricks than
losers. {4) TPartner must respond even with a  vyarborough,
{5) Negative respoanse is Two No-trump. A response must be made, no
matter how weak our hand is, unless the next opponent bids & assures
our partner of a chance to re-bid. (6) Partner must keep the bidding
open until game is reached or penalty exacted.

Mandn Manikkam: -Oh! then we can keep quiet when the next oppo-
nent chatters or interferes. 1 will pray to god, the next opponent may
chatter to his cost.

Ksttikara Erishnan .—You yourself...a chatter-box. Oh Temporal
Oh Mores! When, if ever the giftie give us...to see ourselves as others
sec us!

Mandn Manikkam:—The poet Burns.. theheart burns at the thought
of a Scottish sweet-heart...a merry glance of a mountain maid! Well,
dear captain, on with your show.

Editor :—" Oh memories that bless and burn!
Now let us to our subject tugn!”
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Mandn Manikkam—Oh you are a Poet Laureate! I too can say,
“ Bridge and Belle in us dwell
Which is lovelier, Who can tell?"”

Kettikara Krishnan:—Poets and babies are born, not made.

Editor :—(1) When your partner has opened with a two-bid you can-
not pass; keep the bidding open at any cost. (2) If you have adequate
trump support and one honour trick, you may raise him once. A double
raise is a weak bid, showing Q x x x or better in trumps, but no honour
tricks, no card as high as a king in the hand (hand means 13 cards held
by you) and no void or singleton.

Mandn Manikkam :—Suppose I have a biddable suit, but no.support
in my partner’s trump suit what should I do? Besides, is an opening Two
No-trump bid forcing?

Kottikara Krishnan:—A manduisa mandu though he l')e cflad in....
It is ¢xplained to us three times thrice that an opening two—.bxd in a suit
two no-trump bid is not forcing; partner

only is forcing to gamea. A Ing :
¢ Y half 2 trick to raise it to three

may pass with yarborough cards and needs
no-trump. .

Editor :—Quite so, my dear. (3) Now if you have a biddable suit
of your own headed by at least the Ace, King or Queen-Jack an§ about
one plus or oune and a half honour tricks, you ma_}' show yo-ur blddn?le
suit, {4) Without adequate trump support, or a biddable Su-lt. but with
one and a half honour tricks and some kind of a stopper in the other
sttits, you shouid bid Three No-trump (a jump of one m?re thal.l nices-
sary.) Now, let us stop here. It is Mr. Culbertson who wisely sald_ Do
not try to learn too much at one sitting.” Napoleon was not made in one
night only. )

Mandu Manilkkam :—One thing puzzles me, d?ar captaifi............
Aqua Pura ., Why do all these American authors write and spell colour,
honour, as eolor, honor, ete. ?

Bditor :~Because I think they do not like you () %n colour, and they
must be frightened to see you (U) in colour a3 well as in honour. What
say you, Kettikara?

Kettikara Erishoan:—Oh you are a chip .of the old block: both
witty and learned. We thank you so much for loving us.

Editor :—On the contrary, 1 am obliged to you all.

"
glotious game indeed ! It knows no color, caste, or creed.
S

* Bridge is a



PSYCHIC PLAY.
By P. W. David.

TITHERE is nothing so sweet
to the soul of a bridge pla-
yer as a successful Paychic

bid or Psychic play, Squeezes,

Coups, End plays, etc., are

all very fine plays but there's

something cold and impersonal
about them. A bluff is warm,
colourful, and carries with it

the very pleasant fesling of a

personal victory.

We often hear of psychic
bids and from experience one
must know that these hids are
very dangercus uniess you
employ them with caution only
on certain types of hands and
only when you play with part-
ners who can reason things.
Further, inexperienced players
are always afraid to partner a
psychic bidder. He earns the
notorious name of ‘Payche’ in
his club. But psychic play
will, T feel, keep all these
troubles away. Let me just
illustrate to you with two
examples of such plays and
ask you to look out for such
deals when you are desparate
to snatch the winning trick.

The other night, this hand
was dealt by E and he passed,
EW being vulnerable.

* A Q632

Sitting south I opened the
bidding with one club and my
partner raised it to two clubs.
I gambled on 2 N.T. and my
partner raised it to 3 N. T.
remarking it was my funeral.

The opening lead was the 4
of spades and [ could see only
8 tricka-five in clubs and three
in spades. But where was my
ninth trick ceming from? It
will be futile to develop o
heart trick by leading the suit
myself. The only chance was
to induce the opponents to lead
hearts for me.

I, therefore won the frst
trick in dummy with the spade
J to show that I had enough
tempoes in spades and led a
emall diamond. East played
low and I played the Jack.
West won with the Q and know-
ing thatI had enough controls
in spades and thinking that I
was trying to establish dia-
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monds, led a heart. East took
it with the Ace and led back
a heart. Woest took it with the
king and expecting to cash his
fourth heart when I tried to
establish my diamond suit and
thereby set the contract led
heart 6. I got my ninth trick
and spread my hand for nine
tricks—5 club tricks, 3 spade
tricks and 1 heart trick.
West found to his dismay
that the contract could not
have heen kept if he had not
piayed hearts and that he
and his partner had, between
them, 6 tricks cold in hearts
and diamonds.

Another night the following
hand was dealt.

& 0,9,x

VRIS 154

v A XXX

& 9 x
& 7,10, x, x. N & A
CK,x,x w g C10:9,%%
DX, 4% o ox, X ]
A x x s &K Jxx.x

K, x, xx

A Qx

v K, Jx

b Qxx

The bidding went as fol-
lows, neither side being vuloe-
rable, South (myseif) was
dealer,

s w N E
1C pass 1D pass
(artificial
club
I N. T. % 2NT "
3 N. T. » » "

Woeast led the Jack of spades.
It was covered and East took
it with the Ace and led back
a small spade. 1 played a
small spade and W. took
it with the 10 & led a D
which was taken by dummy's
A. Just to stop the opponents
from playing spades & to show
that my club bid was a regular
one, 1 led a small club from
dummy & played the Q from
hand. West probably think-
ing that [ was trying to esta-
blish the club suit ducked. A
smail heart was played from
hand to make sure of two
tricks in hearts. West played
the king and ied and smali
Diamond hoping that his part-
ner would have at least the K.
of diamonds to set the contract.
{ made my nine tricks and
while entering the scores the
opponents were vehemently
quarrelling with each other.

Readers beware of such Pay-
chic Plays.



THE OPENING FOUR NO-TRUMP CALL

A. Ramamoorthy, Salem

HE existing Culbertson
Convention for an open-
ing 4 N. T. call restricts

it to a 4-3-3-3 distribution.
It is obligatory on the partner
to raise it by the number of
N. T. equal to the top hunours
{A, K, Q) heholds in his hand.
But consider the 2 hands
shown below,

Case 1.—

# A K, ] 10,9

7 AK

O AKQ

& AKQ

North South

»Q
I, 10xxx
QAXXZX
$xxx

The distribution does not
permit North to open 5 N. T.
Even if he stretches a point
and opens, his partner raises
it to 6. Even if he should
hold the queen of hearts instead
of spades, the response is the
same, That the Q of hearts
does not count is8 not known to
S. Nor can North know which
queen is held by South. The
hand ie played at 6 N. T. while
a grand slam is cold. Hven
if North opens 2 spades, there
is no way for South to show
queen, With a singleton he

will not raise in trumps. The
final contract will be reached
at best at 6 N, T. called by
North.

Cuse I —
# ALK, ] 10,0
Y AK
O AKX
& AKQ
North South
& Q
G5 xxx
¢ xXxxXX
hxxx

The opening bid of North
can be 4 N. T. The response
of South can only be 5 N. T.
The bidding stops there. North
dare not go 6 N, T. for, if
South holds the queen of hearts,
and if the queen of spades is
on the wrong side guarded
twice, the contract that can
be made is only 5 N. T. This
case is equally tragic for the
small slam is lost.

Should the distribution be
4-3-3-3, the question doss not
arise at all. For, the Queens,
Kings or Aces exactly fill the
gaps & no more N, Ta. can
be made than those bid by
8. who raises by exactly
the pumber equal to the top
honours he holds, It is there-
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fore necessary that a change
in the requirements of dis-
tribution of snits in the
opening hand and responses to
the opening 3 & 4 N. T.
should be made, so that such
hands, as shown shall be cash-
ed to their maximum value.

The opening bid of 4 N. T, :—

This bid is forcing. Itis as
much obligatory on the part-
ner to respond as it would be
if the opening is two in a suit.
The value of a 4 N. T. eall,
passed by the partner with
no top honours is the same
as the 3 N, T. call, 4§ made.
The opener is certain that one
missing top honour {A, K or
Q) in his partner's hand will
give them a slam, and in its
absence he should be able to
play the hand at 5 N. T. If
his hand is only capabie of
making a 4 N. T. contract he
cannot possibly make a slam
with one top honour in his part-
ner's hand. He can open then
with & 3 N. T. call and should
the presence of 2 top honours
in his partner's hand eaable
him to make a slam, it can
be bid. The responses and
rebids to a 3 N. T. opening
call are discussed later.

The distribution of suits in
the opening hand should be at
least 5-3-3-2. The two card
suit should be A K. If 2

controls are not heid in any
auit and if the opening lead
is in that suit, the declarer
may receive a good knock on
the head when a trick is lost
in the five card suit, to esta-
blish the rest,

The responses & rebids to
an opening 4 N. T. are as
follows :—

I. If the responder holds no
top honour at all :—Responder
bids 5§ N. T. If the copener
can make 6 N. T. on his own
hand he may bid so. The res-
ponder should then pass.

1[. If the responder holds
one top henour, responder
sheuld bid five in that suit.

Opener's rebid (1) If that
honour is the only one requir-
ed to make a grand slam, bid
7 N. T. (2} If that honour can
only help to make asmall slam,
the opener should try to locate
the other missing honour which
is required in the partner’s
hand to make a grand slam.
He should then ask for that
honour by bidding six in that
guit. This bid is forcing on
the responder. (3) If the honour
shown by responder does mnot
help the opener's hand in
anyway, bid & N. T. This is
a Sign-off bid.

Responder's rebid: (1) As
the responder has shown the
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only top honour he holds, he
bids the required number of
N. T. if the opener askas for
an honour in a second suit.
{2) 1If the opener bids 3N, T.
pass.

I[II. If the responder holds
two top honours in his hand,
the responder should first bid
five in a suit in which he
hoids the A or K. If both the
top honours he holds are
Queens, he should bid five
in the lowest suit in which a
queen ia held.

Opener's rebid: (1) If the
responder shows the A or
K in a suit, 6§ N. T. is a lay
down. He should therefore
ask for the missing honour
required for making a grand
slam. (2} If the responder shows
a queen that helps to make a
small slam, the opener, as in
‘the previous case, should ask
for the missing honour re-
-quired. If the queen shown
by the responder is of no use,
the opener bids 5 N. T.

Responder's rebid : (1) If the
opener rebids 5 N, T. hid six in
thte suit in which the other

honour is held, (2) If the
responder holds the queen asked
for by the opener, he bids
1 N. T, more than the required
number. If he does not, he
bids the exact number of N. T.
raquired to cover the opener's
asking bid. If the responder
holds the top honours asked
for and another he has not
yet shown, he holds the three
missing cards. In thatcass he
should always jump to 7 N, T.
on the opening 4 N. T. bid,.

The Opentng 3 N. T. Cull—

This is only an optional
furce. The opener may have
a2 hand to make 3 N. T. or
4 N. T. on his own. Should
he have a better hand to make
5 N. T. he would have opened
with 4 N, T. So the responder
ghould pass unless he holds
at least two top honours.
With less than that, the slam
is out of the question, and
4 or 5 N. T. called and made
is the same as 3 N T. called
and four or five mads.

The responses and rebids
for the 3 N. T. are similar to
those for the opening 4 N. T.

READERS FORUM
Edited by K. R. Varadarajan, B.A., B.L.

Mr. A. Sridhara Menon
writes :—

“How to reach a slam in
either spades or hearts in the
following partnership hands by
employing any of the recog-
nised systems of bidding ?”

& AKQx
VK ] xx
VR, KX
*» K x
North South
9 X X X
&Arer
0 PR
& Q)L X

Suppose North is fhe dealer
and begins one spade. The bid-
ding must be as follows:—

N. 8

1S 2C
2H 4D?
4H sC?
55 65

A fter North's response of 2 H
South misleads North into think-
ing that heurts are the ayreed
trump and comes with an asking
bid in diamonds. The reason is
this. South is able to gauge the
hand of North. The parinership
has no loser in hearts, pmbabn‘f.fl
uo loser in trump, no loser {0
diamond because South s void in
that suif, The only losers must
be in clubs, So South must know
North's control in the club suit.

He cannot ask in clubs because
it is a bid suit. So he chooses
the diamond suit for the first
asking bid, though it is absolutely
unnecessary, and the repeat ask-
ing bid comes in the club sut.
In these hands the employment
of The Blackwood 4-5 No Trump
coneention will not work properly
because South's hand which is
void in diomonds ecannot show
the first and second round conirol
in that suit. The final conlract
of ¢ S must come as a surprise
10 North who was all along under
the impression that heurts are the
agreed trump. But South chooses
the black suit because there are
at least 8 frumps with the part-
nership, whereas in hearts there
are only 7 trumps and South’s
hand must ruff diamonds with
the Ace and Queen of hearts in
the second and third round.
Henee South prefers to play at
i 8 instead of 6 H,

3. A Bridge enthusiast
wanta to know how a pairs
progressive duplicate matech
ghould be run when there are
teams for an even number of
tables only.

. The above quesltion has been
answered fn detall in one of the
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issues of our then Deccan Bridge
Magazine. Anyhow we here
repeat the instructions-taking for
example a ten table maich.

For 20 teams, 10 lables and
one relay table or stand should
be arranged. The movement 13
very slighily different from the
Mitehall movement, At least 20
deals or boards should be in play
and successive sefs of two boards
each should be assigned fo
tables 1, 2, 8,4 and 5. Beluween
fables 5 and 6, there should be
the relay table where the 6th sel
of decls nwwnbered 11 and 12
ghould be placed, dealt out by the
Tournament Direcfor. Tables
6, 7, 8 & 9 would then receive the
remaining four seis of 2 boards
each. No deals would be left
Jor tuble No. 1o, But this difi-
eculty would be over-come by
having players at lable No. 10
share the boards played at table
No, 1. This cun be done easify
enowigh so long as more thun one
board is played during a round.
For example, during the first
round, there are two boards in
play «af loble No, 1, i, ¢,
bourds Nos. 1 & 2. While the
Jour players at table No. 1 play
board No. 1, the four players at
table 10 should play board No., 2,
At the end of each round, the
E-W pairs move to the next
higher numbered table, just as in
the Mitchell Movement for odd
number of tables. The players
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disregard the stand on which two
extra boards are placed. But in
moving the boards down to the
nex! lower numbered table, the
relay stand is considered to be o
regular table, In this case, boards
Nos. 11 & 12 should be moved
Sfrom the relay stand to table No.
5 for the seconid round and boards
Nos. 13 & 14 should be left in the
relay stand,  Thus in a, game
Jor an even number of tubles, one
set of boards left in the relay
table 15 always out of play. 1t
s also tmportant to remember
that deals played ot No. I table
should be shared by pluyers at
the last table where no boards
will be placed.

3. Mr.X. S Krishnamurthy
Iyer writes:—"I was sitting
East at a Bridge Table and
the bidding of the North—
South players was as follows :~

N ]
L4 2
2 4 407
4 NT 6®

South’s asking bid of 4 dia-
monds waa answered by a posi-
tive response of 4 NT, thereby
disclosing first or second round
control in the asked suit and
altogether two aces in the
hand. The contract was made.
But ultimately it turned out
that North had only two rags
in diamonds and (no first or
second round control). Had he
signed off I would have played
my diamond Ace and seeing a
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come-on signal by my part-
ner would have continued the
same and defeated the contract.
Evidently North has misled
the opponents so that there
may not be an opening lead of
diamonds. Is this permissi-
ble? "

The answer is not so easy. OF
course  North ought to hare
signed  off, which 15 the
correct response to the South's
asking bid, Buf any pluyer can
mislead the opponents provided
the partner also is so misled. A
Blayer cannof mislead the appon-
ent whereas his pariner under-
stands him alright. That i
certainly objectionable. 8o, i
the absence of sufficient malerials

from My, Krishnamurthy fyer,

as o whether the pariner of
North was also misled or not
T am not uble to give a direct
answer to him, Under these
cireumstances § have no other
alternative but to remand this
question back to Mr. Krishna-
amurthy Iyer and call upon him
o give a finding before the
uppearance of the next fssue

&
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of our Indian Bridge World
on the following issue:—
“ Whether the opponents alone
were wisled or the pariner
also.”

Since the me for giving the
finding has been fixed Il the
appearance of the nert issug, it
may not be possible for me io
give the final judgment after
recetpt of the finding from
Mr. Krishnamurthy Iyer., 8o I
request him fo have the alter-
native final judgmen! also even
now. Jf the pariner also was
misled, there is nothing wrong.
If it is otherwise, the bid is
certainly objectionable.

It is only to avoid such diffi-
culties there is provision for
this. If you suspect that the
response of 4 NT. by North
was incorrect, pow may take
South aside and ask him as to
the meaning of North'’s bid of
4 NT. From the information he
gives as to how he has also under-
stood his pariner’s bid, you can
ascertain whether the mislead was
intended for the opponents alone
ar {o the partner as well,

&



NEWS AND NOTES

Championship Tournament 1941 :

. This year's tournament was conducted at 6 centres. Vellore and
Rajamundry were welcome additions. The entries at the various centres
were as follows :—

Madras Team of four 20 Teams

Open pairs . 48 Pairs

Pairs progressive 14 "
Coimbatare I3, 26 and 22
Trichy 6, 15, 1D
Madura 6, 16 and 14
Vellore Qpen Pairs 16

Pro. pairs 10
Rajamundry Pro. pairs 8

The finals were conducted at Madras between the 27th and 30th Dec.
1941. The following are the results

Gobi Reading Room
Devakottah Team
S. R. Rajam and
Varadarajan, Pritchard}
Club, Tiruppur
K. Rajagopalachari
and R. L. Kuppuswami}
Iyengar, Trichy
Prog. pairs N.5. Mani and Gopala- }

Team of four Winners
Runners up
Open Pairs

Winners
Runners up

swami, Tyagarajanagar  Winners

Social Club, Madras
V. ]. Sankaran and
N. A. Sankaran, Coim-
batore

» »  E.W. Rajam and Varada-
rajan, Pritchard Club,
Tiruppuyr
Ramaswami and Rama-
ratnam, T. N. S, Club, } Runnets up

Runners up

Winners

Madras.
Individual championship V. Srinivasa Aiyer, Coimba-} 1
tore
M, Ramachandra Rag, } I
C. A. Maha Saba, Madras

The following are the winuners of the various zones :—

Medras Team of four Vani Ath. Association b
I. M. K. Srinivasa Mudr.
2. C. Devarajan
3. Dr. Hanurmaatha Rao
4. Sriramulu Chetty

Winners
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Open pairs

Prog. pairs N. S.

EW.
Coimbatore¢ Team of four
Tr{fby " "
Open pairs

Prog. pairs N. 5.
E W

Madura Team of four
Qpen pairs
Prog. pairs N 5.
E.W.
Vellore Open pairs
Prog. pairs M. 5.
E. ¥

Rajamundry Prog. pairs N. 5.
E.W.

We take this opportunity
various Tournaments author

zome secretaries are particilarly requeste

A. N. Chari and B. Lakkap-) M.N.Club
pa Rai Wianers
A. Narasimha Aiyar and) Cosmopoli-
G. Krishna Aiyar tan Club
Hanumantha Rao and } Vani Ath.
Sriramulu Ass,

Gobi Reading Room Winners
City Club Winners
I. Y. Duraiswamy

2. Md. Gani

3. P.E. Subramani Iyer
4. M. Subbiah

A. K. Shariffuddin and

K. P. Kanakaraj

Y. Duraiswamy & Md. Gani

1. I. Kuppuswamy and

K. Rajagopalachar

Devakottah United Club,

Chari and A. Sundararajan

Mrs. Coorey and A. D, Nayak

A. M. R. David and Chari

C.S. Ekambaram and D. Govindaraj Mudr,
Muniratnam and Narasimhayya

K. Visvanathan and V. R. Subramanier
Dr. Venkat Rao and W.V.V. Sundar Rao
Nagaraju and Yegyanarayana

to congratuiate the winaers and to thank the
ties for their spiendid co-operation. The

d to send their reports as soon as

the competitions are over in their centics-

Qur thanks are due to

institutions who kindly plac
Association for conducting t

The General Body Meetr:no% Lf2-41 with Sir P. T. Rajan one of our

sive Union School, G. Tow

vice-presidents in the chair.
Committee with the audited accounts u

ing yea
adopted and the budget fox ftgf g:l)flgidgrzﬂion and a set of rules has been

books are now ready). The office-bearers for

tules were then taken up
finally framed. {(The rules

the year 1942 were also elected-

. t r
On the evening of the 3!;:1'5 of the Association. After a pleasant

f the Zone Committee Mr. S. M. K. Sastri
Iy of the good work of the Association

were at home to the mém

evening when the chairman ©
and a few others spoke high
the function came to a close.

the authorities of the various clubs and
cd their premises at the disposal of the
he Zone matches.

after due notice was held in the Progres-
The Aanual Report of the Editorial

p to 30—9—4[ was unanimously
r was sanctioned. The draft

December the Zone Committee, Madras
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Tiruppur Pritchard Club Tournament (Open)

The Pritchard Club, Tiruppur conducted a Contract Bridge Tourna-
ment on the 21st and 22nd February 1942. The Tournament consisted of two
events, viz., Pairs Progressive and Duplicate Progressive “ Team of four”.
The Tournament was very well represented and it was a great success.
Four teams from Coimbatore, one from the Agricultural College, one
from the Madras United Club and three local teams competed for the
Duplicate * Team of four ” Prog. Tournament. The Duplicate Match was
played in two sessions with 20 deals on the 21st and 30 deals on the 22nd.
The Local team consisting of Messrs. S. Rajam Aiyar, K. R. Varadarajan,
C. N. Narayanaswamy Iyer and A. Ramamurthy were the winners. The
Madras United Club Team consisting of Messrs. A, Ramaswami Aiyar,
Chandrasekaran, ‘Sivaramakrishnan and T. R. Samoo ran a good second.

The Progressive pairs event provided a good deal of fun consequent
on the confusion caused by a relay table. Ten tables were arranged con
the 2Ist evening and the game started at about 3-30 P.M. After a few
deals players found that they were getting the same deals and naturally
the game had to be scratched, The Bridge experts pondered, deliberated
and ¢ried Ureka at the end of an hour’s discussion. The tournament was
re-started and after an hour’s game the experts much to their regret, and
chagrin found themselves in the same predicament as in the last session.
The game was then definitely given up not before various attempts
at completion. The authorities very wisely replayed the Tournament
the next day with only 9 tables and of course the movement was very
smooth and successfully terminated.

The winners N. 5. T. R. Ananthasubrahmanian
&
C. K. Ramachandra Rao
(Coimbatore}
E. W, K. S. Krishnamurthy lyer

&

A. R. Gorumoorthi Naidu.
(Prirchard Club)

© The Tournament was held in the spacious Nanjappa High School
premises where the competitors were also lodged. The Pritchard Club
and the school authorities spared no pains in making splendid arrange-
ments for all the competitors. The club also entertained the competitors
at a sumptous dinner on the 2Ist night. . The club is really deserving
of congratulation on its success in their attempt.

The Chennapuri Andhra Maha Saba, Madras, is conducting their open
Tournaments and more about it in the next issue.

PROBLEMS

(For Answers see page 45)

(A) In Duplicate match, with
neither side vulnerable, the bidding
has proceeded: . North: Pass,
East: 1 Heart, South: I Spade,
West: Pass, You, North, hold:

'98?5;842:Q1108:AK-

What do you bid ?

(B) With neither side vulnera-

ble, the bidding has P :
North: 1 Diamond, East : Double,
You, South, hold:—A Q 10 3;
AQo;76; 6543 What do
you bid ?

(C} With both sides vulnerable,
the bidding has proceeded : West:
3 Spades, You, North, hoid :— 8:
AKs52; AJg; QJr09 What
do you bid 2

(D) With both sides vulnera-
ble, the bidding has proceeded:
South: Pass, West : Pass, North:
Pass, East: 1 Diamond, South:
Pass, West : 1 Spade, North : Pass,
East: 3 Clubs, South: Pass, You.

¥ *

West, hold:—K Q53; KJ10; 7
34 6 432. What do you bid?

(B} The bidding has proceed-
ed: West: ¥ Diamond, North:
1 Heart, You, East, hold :——A Q]
9:]975:752; Jio. Whatdo
you bid?

(F) In Duplicate Match, with
both sides vulnerable, the bidding
has proceeded: East: Pass, You,
South, hold:—QI072; AJ 64;
Q8 4: J4 What do you bid ?

(G} With North-South vulne-
rabie, the bidding has proceeded :
East: Pass, South: Pass, West:
I H North: Pass, East: I Spade;
South: Pass, West: 2 Diamonds,
North: Pass, You, East, hold:
QJo5;KJ984:82; 6. What
do you bid ? :

(H) With both sides vulnera-
ble, the bidding has proceeded
North: Pass, You, East, hold :—
AKQ854; K962, A; J3
What do you bid ?

* *

You can begin right now

Mr. Cutting :—We are already six here,

a table.

Mr. Borem :—Can’t | sit here and
are in difficulty.

M., Cutting :—You can begit right now,

Mr. Borem and vou know six form

, if need be, advise you, whenever you

even without sitting. Tell us

how we could get rid of you.



“BOOK -REVIEW.
: by ‘

“Simplified Contract Standards”, by Frank K. Perkids. "(Géorge
Coffin. 1 dollar or ¢/-) This book does not propose aiiy new '*Syifecn”
of Contract Bridge. We have too many systems already. It explains
succinctly the basis of the three most widely followed systems, namély
the “ Colbertson System,” the “ Standardised Code,” and the “ Rour Aces ”
system. Probably most of our readers know the author by reputation.
He is the author of that famous book *Vital Tricks.” He is also the
Bridge Editor of the Boston “ Herald-Traveller”, and one of the leading
players of the United States. In the small compass of 68 octavo pages,
Mr. Perkins has expounded the basis of the theory of the best systems.
As Mr. Lombard Williams remarks in his preface, this is the book we
have long awaited. The beginner and the expert will find the solution
of their bidding problems in “Simplified Contract Standards.”
Mr. Perkins is a keen analyst and is able to say what he wishes in a simple
understandable way. There is no verbiage or unnecessary frills. He
goes straight to the point. . His reasoning is cogent and arguments con-
vincing. .

That good bidding is based on high cards as well as distribution is
the key-note struck by the author.

The Culbertson (pre-1940) honour-trick table is adopted. A condensed
honour-table is also given, which is extremely simple and sufficient for
all practical purposes. Examples of H. T. valuation by the application
of the above tables are next given.

As regards biddable suits, the requirements are a bit relaxed. For

instance, any four card suit headed by Q-] or K-10 or better is considered -

biddable; any five card suit is equally so. Any card added to the above
lengths makes a suit rebiddable, even without support by partner.
Longer suits are twice rebiddable.

A suit can be raised with Qxx, a rebid suit with Qx. Shaded
bids may be made in certain circumstances. But.if the suit is a major,
the minimum js one of four cards headed by at least the Queen, but
not as an opening bid, but only as a response. As an openar, any four
card or even three card minor suit may be bid, in the absence of a better
bid, provided of course, that the minimum honour strength of the hand
as a whole is 'there.

The approach principle is advocated. A suit should always be
opened in preference to no-trump, It is easy to go from suit-bids to
no-trump but not vice-versa, The forcing principle is also incorporated.
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Every bid shows generally a minimum asd a maximum. The range is
narrow for some bids but wide for othzrs. As the bidding progresses
and information is exchanged, the partner must visualise the limits of
the stréngth of the combined hands and reach a slam, a game or a part
score as the case may be. If the limit is one trick short of game, chances
may be taken in some cases. o
" The principle of anticipation is emphasised. Each bid should gene-

rally be made with an eye on the rebid anticipating partner’s possible
respanses. L - -

The precautins to be observed when sitting first, second, third or
fourth hand are then laid down. 7

No-trump bids ate next teeated of with numerous examples. Open-
ing suit bids are followed by the treatment of two-guiters and the
reversal of suits, adjacent or non-consecutive. )

Responses, raises and take-outs follow. Jump responses and rebids
are next considered, and this is succeeded by rebids by responding hand.

Defensive bidding has a chapter to itself. Minimum overcalhf. jump
overcalls, take-out doubles, no-trump overc:!.lls. one—over-a.ne blds.and
competitive bidding are explained clearly with numerous illustrations.
Doubles of suit bids and no-trump bids, and responses to such doubles are
dwelt on. Redoubles by third hand and action thereon by the fourth are
referred to. Doubling standards are clearly indicated and the reasons
for a choice between penalty doubles and game or rubber.

Pre-emptive bids are dealt with in the next c!’lapter ar._ld the defence
against such bids. In the same chapter, _the .forcmg. two bid and respol?-.
ses thereto are also taken up. Slam bidding is next in order and for suit
controls the Culbertson 4-5 N. T. convention and the Blackwood 4-5
N. T. convention are favoured. Persona‘lly. l. favour the I‘.Iornfau or
Smith conventions about which I have written in another article in this
issue. ' o

The adaptation of bidding methods to match—pol{ﬂ S(.‘.O‘rmg is next
explained. The book closes with a f:ou?le of hands illustrating safety
play when the adverse trump distribution is unfanumble,

A hand is given as a problem. The contract .15 a small slam, The
publisher offered § 250 worth of prizes for solutions to be sent before

I-1-1040. ‘
Igcan heartily recommend this book to all readers, whether experts or

. toddlers. It is by far the simplest and best book on bidding I have come

across, and I may claim to be acquainted with almost all the systems so
far published.



ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS

(A) Three Spades: The ques-
tion is whether to bid three
spades ot four. Two spades bid
is unthinkable. Having originally
passed, you cannot z2xpect your
partner to rebid over two spades
even with additional values. You
have five playing tricks. Tell
your pariner that you credit him
with a minimum of four tricks for
his non-vulnerable over-call and
that your hand warrants absolute
safety for a three spade contract.
You partner will jump to game
with any the least excuse. Fout
spades over one spade is rather
rash. You overlook the possibili-
ty of your partner having just the
minimum for non-vulnerable over-
call, in which case four spades
can never be made. Then why
take the unnecessary risk of
jumping all at once to game, ig-
noring your partner altogether?

(BY Three no-trump: Last, to
justify the double, unless he has
bluffed, holds all the missing
honor cards in both the major
suits and the top honor cards in
one of the minor suits, West
must have a near bust. Your high
cards in both the majors are sure
winners. Your partner’s strength
is evidently in the minor suits.
As between you and your partnet
all the suits are very well guarded,
The middle honor cards with East
get whittled down hopelessly, in-
conveniently caught between you
two. " Re-double” may be sug-
gested as  an  alternative bid.
Unless East is psyching, North
has a bare minimum of 234 H. T.

After your “re-double™ West,
with little better than a bust will
raise his woeful cry in some suit.
You cannot expect your partner
to open his mouth, If East finds
a fit in the suit bid by his partner,
he passes. Otherwise he bids his
long suit. If you bid 3 N. T. there-
after, East may double, thereby
enabling West to open the right
suit. If East bids hearts and then
doubles, sure enough hearts will

" be led by West, Your 3 N. T.

contract may be defeated if Kast
holds five hearts and has sufficient
tempuos to develop his hearts. Then
why not straight away bid 3 N. T.
without giving an opportunity to
the opponents to exchange useful
information? To stop short of
game is sheer cowardice.

(C) Pass: It is a very tempt-
ing hand to double, at first sight.
But consider just what the se-
gquence would be. You have four
honors and West may be credited
with two odd. Four spades
can be made only if all the
unaccounted honars are with East.
If your partner has by chance
one honor it seems highly proble-
matical whether the oapponents
can pick up ten tricks. If
the combined strength of the
opponents can manufacture only
nine tricks, you are unnecessarily
cteating a debacle by doubling.
Your partner cannot pass the
double lest the opponents should
make game. Neither can he
take you out at the four level.
He will find himself on a fence,
not knowing which side to jump.
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If he passes you are presenting
the opponents with a game,
which they cannot probably
otherwise secure. If you are taken
out at the four level you runm
the grave risk of a heavy penalty
being extracted from you by the
opponents, if they double. Since
all your suits are short, the
prudent course is to pass, thereby
encouraging your opponents to
reach game without fear of helping
the opponents make game and
then to double for sure penalties.

(D) Five Clubs: Your partner
has forced you to bid. Jf you
bid four clubs, you are only
making a forced bid, just showing
vour preference for clubs, rather
than diamonds, or no-trumps.
You have originally passed. Your
partner may not possibly even
bid game over your four clubs.
He does not know that you have
four trumps and a doubleton in
diamonds, You have second
round control in both the majors.
Game with clubs as trumps is a
cinch. Why then bid four and
then gape awhile waiting for
your partner’s response? Further,
if your partner has additional
values, he may aim at a slam
ovetr your five club bid. But if
you bid only four clubs your
partner will not even think of a
slam. Four clubs will be quite in
order if your partner had not made
an unconditional forcing bid.
Raise in the last bid suit is Suﬂ_ici».-
ent encouragement to the partner.

(E) One no-trump: The ufge to
bid one spade should be sup-

pressed. Itis clear that your part-
ner’s strength is in the club suit
apart from the bid suit, diamonds.
The distribution of your hand is
balanced, you do not mind South
leading hearts against your no-
trump contract. If you bid one
spade, your partner will bid
I N. T. up to 3%4-4 honors with
him, if the distribution be balanc-
ed. Not knowing the exact
strength of your partner vou
cannot do anything better than
“pass” over I N. T. On the
other hand, if you bid 1 N. T.
your hand of course warrants it,
you can bid 3 N. T. if your partner
bids 2 N. T. or give anvy other
bid suitable to your partnet’s res-
ponse. By bidding 1 N. T. you
keep the path clear to reach
the goal.

(F} Ore Spads: True, you are
deficient in honors required for an
opening bid., But you are playing
Duplicate. It is evident that West
and North as between them hold
not less than 4%4 honors. If the
4% honors are equally divided,
West may possibly open the
bidding. North may not possibly
bid and the opponents may snatch
a part-score. It may not be
possible for you to bid at your
next turn. Even if West passes,
North will not gpen the bidding
with minimum hooor strength,
being fourth hand., If the missing
honors ate massed with West and

"E:‘ast. West will surely open the

bidding, if‘ you pass. You lose
nothing by_ interposing a bid
meanwhile. Even if vour partner
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bas a poor hand, in all probabi-
lity, the opponents may be scared
out of game if you open the
bidding. If you pass the bidding
second hand, your opponents with
the slightest excuse may reach
a game. You must try to put a
spoke in their wheel. If it works,
well and good. Even if your bid-
ding does not stop the opponents
short of game, you lose nothing in
the bargain. Incidentally, you are
also suggesting a lead to your
partner. I your partner has a
powerfui hand, you easily reach
a game. Again, il your partner
has about 2 honors, he will not
open the bidding. You therehy
lose the chance of grabbing at a
part-score.  With vour honor
holding and about two honors
with your partner, part score can
easily be snatched. Part-score,
however small, is as valuable as
game induplicate bridge. It you
are playing rubber brictge, it is
not worth while bidding on such
a scrappy hand,

(G} Three Hearts: Your part-
ner has certainly values hetter
than what is required for an open-
ing bid, either in honors or distri-
butional  strength.  Otherwise,
with about just the minimum, he
should bid ouly one no-trump.
You have about four Maving
tricks, with hearts as trumps.
You tell your pattner that you
hold values which  warrany g
stronger bid than mere
Since you have pag
your partner  Cif g

powerful hand w .;' and there-

fore there is no fear of Mg
bidding soaring to the slam region_i-
Let your partner bid game Ot
drop it.
(H) One Spade : Three spadu.;
or four spades is what usually
jumps to one’s mind looking at
the hand. There are more reasons”
than one why a pre-emptive bid-
should be avoided on this hand. -
(1) If your partner holds ace to =
five in hearts and ace or king of -
clubs, with nothing outside, grand
or small sfam is in the offing.
It you hid three spades, youfr
partner, with just 13 H. T.
may not like to bid hearts at the
four level,  He may just bid
3 N T. and the bidding would
die at four spades, If you bid
one spade, vour partner will bid
two hearts with just that strength
and you can explore slam possibi-
lities. {2) Your partner may have
a biddable suit in club with just
2 H. T. (Heart ace and king
and queen of clubs.) Your partoner
cannot hid four clubs over your
three spades and vou are likely to
lose a little slam. Over one spade,
vour partner will respond with
two clubs and vou can easily
arrive at a little slam, By bidding
four spades you are shutting out
any further bid. It 1s always a
wholesome  principle not 10
pre-cmpt if there are 4 cards in
one of the unbid major suits. The
reason 15 that vou may find a
better fit in that suit with your
By pre-empting vou are
iny out the opportunity of
tner showing a major
an, in which you hold
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RUDGE
WHITWORTH

BICYCLES

ROYAL CYCLE & MOTOR Co,
13/14, BROADWAY, MADRAS,.
© Branches :

PIONEER CYCLE HOUSE, West Tower Street, MADURA.
PIONEER CYCLE & MOTOR Co., COCHIN.
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