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‘Stand aside in the coming battle and though
thou fightest be not thou the warrior.
Look for the Warrior and let him fight in

thee.
Take his orders tor battle and obey them.

~Light on the Path




TO SERVE

To Serve is the crown of human life. The
fortunate ones, £ager to serve, find one to whom
they can render service, and joyfully enrol them.-
selves as helpers.

To each young citizen |
would say -

Look around you for some one who is greater
than yourself, who. to some extent, embodies
that which you fain wauld be.

Hero-worship is
uplifting and nspiring ;

it purifies the heart, en-
nobles the character, and stimulates the enargy.
Serve your Hero in cvery way you can, and pay
him that tryest

flattery which is imitation. lay-
fully will he ke

P you to find one greater than
himself, and your practice with him will increase
your capacity for servica.

Work well done with
the lower is

the passport to higher Service, and
each rising presages the one beyond. Happy
are they who have found their Master and their
work.  Happy are they also who are still seeking,
tor they who seek shall find. ;

—AB.
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It is glorious to live in this critical time and to offer ourselves joyfully as
channels for * The Power that makes for Righteousness,”” by whatever name
we may call that Power. Service is the true Greatness, living as we do, in a
world in which so many suffer blindly and resentfully, a world which sorely

needs the help of all who love.
—ANNIE BESANT

The Crow's Nest
“ASALA "

WITH deep reverence and gratitude do we dedicate this issue of
THE YOUNG CITIZEN to one of the greatest citizens of the world for
all time, the Lord Buddha, who exemplified His world citizenship by
surrendering to the world itself the fruit of His Liberation. Disen-
chained though He became from earthly shackles, so great was
His love of His fellow-creatures that He resolved to remain with it,
but not of it, until every unit of life in it likewise attained its liberation.
On the full-moon day of Asadha (July), in the Deer Park, now
known as Sarnath, near Benares, the Lord Buddha, after attaining
His Liberation and entering into Nirvana, preached His first sermon,
the Dhammachakkappavattana Sutta, in which He showed the Way to the
Kingdom of the Law that He established on an eternal basis of Right-
cousness, and explained * for the first time the Four Noble Truths
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and the Noble Eightfold Path, ,expounding the great Middle Way—
the life of perfect righteousness, which lies midway between the ex-

travagances of asceticism on the one hand and the carelessness of
mere worldly lite on the other.”

S

The Lord Buddha brought home to man the eternal truth that
within his own being lies imbedded the Light he needs to illumine

his way and that within him is * the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”
He unfolded the vision of the path that leads

this Light within even as He had discovered
many a life of strenuous endeavour.
But the unique gift that He has be

gift of the Law,” that eternal, immutable Law in nature * which
moves the sun and the stars as the Law of Evolution, and
too in the hearts of men as the Law of Love.”

in which this Law reveals itself in the world of me
as the Wisc‘iom of the

to the discovery of
it for Himself through

queathed to the world is ** the

moves
Many are the ways

n. It reveals itself
East and as the Science of the West, as the
Harmony of the Artist and as the Polity of the Statesman. Blessed
indeed is he who is able to perceive the working of this great Law
without, and seeing its ,..immutabi!ity would turn within to reali
self-same Law that :s&g(ﬁ to Fulfil

force uniting al Jif in one n‘wigl:ffy

self as Love, that most potent

o hole amidst the diversity of
manifestation. \
-~ \%
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How tragic d‘g)q[[d He qu,eg, serves should seem to trample
down under its he P, ‘msbngss’and greed all that this Law implies
and enthrone in its st ad trirelty and exploitation, ugliness and untruth !
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ith i it i because the Law has ceased to
If all is not well wutbl'\Utntb :Z::Z; |:n :nn::s o ko prosttute the goéd,
opersle o nr;xcreb’eautiful to ignoble and selfish ends, thus accgr.\tuatmg
the tru.e andd'tfference that leads directly to greed and competmo:.'u and
the v f’f l'et ry of might over Right. It would appear as if the
the seeming vic otgo long and too far along its self-chosen Path of
W(')r!d hasThg'JcmaeccumuIativ:m obviously has come to the end.of its pos-
SU'.C!d& - herefore, has the cauldron burst (and well |nde§d is it
Sib"htx Thus,bt : fo; the great good Law admits of transgression by
that 4 should ﬁ S:)' and the present overwhelming darkness seems'the
?ar}: b:‘te::‘:rk ":fl Ithe world’s distress.  And so, the dawn of a bright
igh w
and happy day is .;;ea;tatl):avr;:;t we hope it to be unless man revises his
that day dn throws off his complacency in his se‘f-wrought'fallse
o o Valu:5 a:aw is not to break him again, he should base.hns life
securty. 1 te rinciples of the Noble Eightfold Path : Right Behef. anfi
ora those 9":: gight Speech and Right Action, Righ.t Means of Liveli-
ll:;goiz. a?:;?gh; Exertion, Right Memory and Right Meditation.

3

. iritual Mother of the world's
_ Fow "agic‘( t°s: |:’:‘a:"m;£ih:p:otes today | Her manifold ills
nations, should fl - rant denial of the good Law that a Flower of hef ow;\
are dug to thehagf 4 first unto her. A house divided agai.nst itself,
humanlt'y Voucfsa'ehts and prerogatives on the part of her‘ chlldren.,a.n
wrong ‘ldeas Z r;gtheir obvious duties to themselves an.d, toa wo.rld in
:tter dls:ia; w:ful blindness to perceive the Right,—this is the picture
istress, ot A )

that [ndie present;h:'t::;t;:t:)t-the great Lord Buddha’s ‘Sif?hcept of fhe
ThethNZ:':erl)‘l?ng basis of all life and action, not onl)_’ Is a revelation

Law as the
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to His immediate followers and religionists, but has a world-wide meaning

to all peoples of the world, particularly to those young citizens whose
task it undoubtedly will be to reconstitute the world. The Light the
Lord holds out to stricken humanity is not the exclusive possession of
any one class or nationality, but is at once the assurance and the hope

for all humanity : * The firm soul hastes. the feeble tarries. Al will
reach the sunlit snows." M. S

N2

RETURN TO RELIGION

It 15 strange indeed in these days when sacred edifices. sacrosanct
ideas are toppling down in confusion and ami

dst the noise and dust of
battle,

that within the hearts of many there is a blind clinging to things
out-moded and outworn—orthodoxies which have aimed at protecting
the few at the expense of the many or of exalting the elect and pushing
the already sunken heads of the few deeper into the mires of ignorance.
It is with happiness that one reads of the growing idea of a return to
religion as the basic cure for wrong education, for in the West we read
of Their Graces of Canterbury and York making, at last, real steps
towards religious education in the schools as the basis an
as an accompaniment of education.

krishnan and other prominent patriots de

Yet there is adanger that once more the old authorities will be imposed,
the old narrownesses will be practised and what should be one of the
greatest steps to human freedom will be a fetter—heavier, almost, than
war itself. How are we to know what is in the hearts of those who
advocate the ‘“ return to religion "’ 2 How are we to know that it is not

a mere snatching at an opportunity caused by the stress of war to
re-establish the power and the positi(0n of the

" churches "—in whatever religion ? At prese

d not merely
In India we have Sir S. Radha-
claring the same thing.

priest and the organized
nt it is perhaps too soon,

J;U LY
9 19 1
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he position too confusing, to judye with clarity, but it is for everly

and t e'tZen to express himself freely upon this theme, delving deep.y
e} P 1o
'youni.c most ardent nature to see what religion really is-and what it
inte lst him and to his world.  Youth could not, so it seems, prevent
means to hat there is not once again
—let youth at least see tha

the tragedy of war -
a * tragedy of peace.

B4

Can India help? Yes, she can, for in india there are Igre;azi at::
derful religious traditions which are perhaps t!‘e' most splendid

wonee! She can show what real religion and its practice
world hasever Seenioe joyously incorporated as part of life and educa-
means-~ho'w it (;anfree to every man, woman, child and animal. One
tion—how it Ca'l V\jh t of orthodoxy ?"' But because of the stringent
may well say. ' thare has been preserved the true nature of the true
orthodoxy of I.ndna. e There are great abuses of this orthodoxy, there
religion of H\ndUIﬁl;“-h ld to those senseless privileges of caste without
are thos'e. who Sﬂb :/e the sensible rules by which the caste is a
being willing to olsfl unit to others. There are those who possess
reasonable and felp ut do so as there are those who, able to possess
money who Should noand hoard it away for selfish purposes, even being
mongy, abuse its US::e their own good names. There are those whz
Cha}::albc:et;: Z:Z;ntest of privileges from their lowly (?) brethren an
withho . orship.
prevent them from entering ::znzla::;zzibut I[;lbove all these stands

Yes, there are mi?f?le:d from these, India is the true home of the
the great f.a'ct thadt iuls the duty of all Indian young ci.tizens to see that
re!igious spirit, fan d;m in tolerance, in beauty and refinement, for after
Sp‘mt Upheld ) rf(la'et ln;:lia must be in a position'to spr‘ead 'her many
thl: ter;lbl?n;:na:d' enfold the world in comfort, in blessing, in healing
coloured wi

2]
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and 'in aspiration. India must be

the Mother of Compassion to the world.

::jtsa :notherhlehmce amongst her children ? Does a mother notice the
! aomc:::ec; ild and the virtues of another and love only the virtuous ?
oan eXdUSivepro:go;e :er own ends at the expense of her children ?
| she ¢ power, o;:,euh, ard‘ or un'forgiving ? And lastly, is she afeared
that her p r her children is waning, that they will love her less

y grow to freedom and manhood ? No, a mother is universal in

her love, protection
, and care—and so is it wi .
o . s it with religi
home of religion, which is this Holy Land of India 'gion and the true

—A. E

The Masters

I—ET us this month take for our con-

templation that augu
st

superhuman Men, who agre v%r\;):s Sci
the Service of the World, to the help.
;?‘ags:fbH;xma.mty}.] glothed in bodies gf

ut with the Spirit free, bound |
those bodies by physical limitations btlxr;
using them as houses to dwell in not as
prisons to bg fettered in, this wandertul
group, each in closest touch with all the
rest, though living thousands of miles
apart, scattered aver the world, this
%rgr:‘p of the Masters of Wisdom and

assio i i
man,p n exists for the helping of

Guardians of the W

. orld, The
sometimes called, because the woyrlcjrii
divided into areas, each of which is

By A DISCIPLE

under the care of a Master.
\;;f) tahnd pull down the so-called leaders
o e geople; They select and reject
the c:nt idates for great offices : Kings
sta N
ane theesmen, generals and politicians,

The game is Evolution, and its end is

the Redemption of Humanity from

;2?:}?-:_(:2 into #nowledge, from slavery
edom, from darkness into ligh
. . t'
fr;)m death into immortality, To TEem
goes up perpetually the ancient prayer :

From the unreal lead me to the Real
From darkness lead me to Light .
From death lead me to lmmgrta‘lity-
Wherever that
Their ears

They set

prayer is breathed,
are opentoit. Wherever

pawns in Their mighty game. °
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man's heart aspires, Their hearts res-
pond.

Elder Brothers are They—it is the
title They gave Themselves, when Their
disciple and messenger, Helena Petrov-
na Blavatsky, came out into a mocking
world to declare once more that They
fived and foved. They are Brothers’
because They have realised the One
Self, and know that the Self who lives
in Them lives equally in the lowest and
the vilest, though wrapped in a thicker
and more opaque veil. They are
“Elder’ because They have hastened
on along the road of evolution more
rapidly than we with our feebler steps,
and, being thus ahead of us, They, our
Elders, can aid our faltering feet.

Masters They are, because some of
Them take pupils. whom They train to
be Their helpers in the Service of the
World. They lead these pupils along
the road which They Themselves have
trodden, and just because They have
trodden it, They are able to guide Their
pupils. They know its pitfalls and its
difficulties ; They have faced and over-
come its dangers ; They have suffered,
so can help the suffering; They have
triumphed, so can lead to victory.

Who are the Masters ? They are men
who have evolved during past ages
through hundreds of lives like our own;
They, in the past, lived and loved and
wrought and toiled as we are living,
loving, working, toiling, now. They are
bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh ;
They belong to our own humanity, and
differ from us in nothing save that They
are older and more advanced than we
are. They are not placid Godsina far-off
heaven. They are men on our earth,
who have conquered death, who have
won Immortality. By treading the Path

of Holiness, They have reached per-
fection. They have achieved freedom,
They live in the Eternal. But being
perfect, They remain to help us who
are imperfect ; being free, They have
put on the chains of Lave which bind
Them to suffering humanity ; having
realised Eternity, They stay amid the
shadows of time until we also realise.
They have opened the gateway of
Bliss, and They hold it open, standing
beside it, that we may all enter in be-
fore Them, for They, who were the first
to achieve have made Themselves the
last to enjoy. O perfect Love!

You might think that men would love
Them for Their great love to them.
But that is not so. The world loves its
own. and hates those who are of
Their world. The world scoffs at the
idea of Those who are so utterly un-
fike itself. The world mocks and derides
Those who would help it, and calls
Them ill names, nay, disbelieves in Their
very existence. When one of Them
comes out He is persecuted, since
the greatest Teacher came as “ the
Christ,” and was murdered by those
whom He sought to help. The world
gave the hemlock-cup to Socrates. It
struck off the head of Paul. It chased
Muhammad from home as fugitive. it
burned Bruno at the stake. It has
slain its prophets. tortured its bene-
factors, trampled underfoot its teachers.
It has ever a crown of thorns for its
Christs, and saves its thieves while it
crucifies its Saviours.  So if any of you,
Youths and Maidens, would tread the
Path of Holiness to its ending, you
must make strong your hearts, you
must be ready to ‘

Endure, endure, be faithful to the

end.



.THE NOBLE EIGHTFOLD PATH

So is the Eightfold Path which brings to peace

By lower or by u i i

. pper heights it goes.

The flrnj soul hastes, the feeble tarriegs All
Will reach the sunlit snows. .

The First good level is Righ '
ght Doctrine,
In fear of Dharma, shunning ;’l?eoff i
In heed of Karma, which doth make m
In lordship over sense.

ence ;
an’s fate :

The Second is R(ght Purpose. Have good-will
And To ali that lives, letting unkindness die
nd greed and wrath ; so that your lives be mad

Like soft airs passing by, e

The Third is Right Discourse
As_ they were palace-door

Tranquil and fair and courteou
Which from that presenc

Govern the lips

s, the King within :
s be all words I
e win.

The Fourth is Right Behavioyr.

Assoil a fault or h i
_ elp a mer
Like threads of siiver seen throu|

Let love through good dee

Let each act

t grow ;

gh crystal beads
ds show.

Four higher roadwa
ys be. Only those feet
R"gh‘%?‘{“t;e?gmeﬂ: hiffh }f‘aéve done with earthly things
Right Rapture. . ug t. Right Loneliness, ’

Live—ye wh
— © must__such lives as |;
Make golden stai o ovor these

: . stair-ways of youyr o
y daly sojourn with those phanytasierleakmaSs e
To lovelier verities.

SO Sha” y p i
Cleale Ilel ll v||d
) € pass to g ts a“d 1
EaStel ascents a“d 'lghte| loads 01 S‘ins

And larger will to burst (
th \
Entering the Path. | e. bonds of sense, N

~—From The Light of Asia (

Sir Edwi
e ir Edwin Arnold)

Think Audaciously

[This article was found among our old files.
it was originally intended to be used in the
Advance Australia and its then Editor. Dr.
G. S. Arundale. had jotted this note: "2
fascinating article from an American journal
the name of which we regret to have mislaid.
We shall gladly acknowledge our indebted-
ness.” The theme of the article, we believe,
witl be fascinating to the young citizens.]

IRST of all, you've got to

form the habit of think-
ing about problems audaciously, even
extravagantly. Let me tell you a couple
of stories to illustrate what | mean.
One of the companies that make auto-
mobiles asked us to look into the prob-
lem of painting an automobile.

“How long does it take you to put
a car through the paint shops? = we
asked.

“ Thirty-one days, " they answered.

“All right,” we said; " let's start by
trying to find some way of finishing a
car in an hour !

They threw up their hands in holy
horror.

It can’t be done ! they said.

* Why not ? "

“ The paint won't dry."

““Is there anything you can do to
hurry the drying? "

“No.”

Al right ; then let's get another
kind of paint.”

So we looked around, and finally we
found a certain sort of enamel-like paint
whizh is used on little metal objects-—
matchboxes and toilet articles and the
like. We tried spraying it on to the
side of a car with an air brush; and

»
a

the only trouble was it dried so fast that
if you didn't hold the brush right close
to the car, the paint would be hard
before it hit the surface | Well, to make
a long story short, we actually did finish
a car in about an hour. Of course, it
wasn't exactly a handsome job ; but it
laid the foundation for some real re-
sults. And the point 1 want to make
is that we never would have obtained
those results if we had started to cut
the thirty-one days down to thirty days,
or to twenty-five days. But by starting
extravagantly, by saying, * Let's cut the
thirty-one days down to one hour,” we
did get somewhere.

Or, take another example: | used
to be connected with the electric light-
ing industry, and | attended a good
many of the National Electric Light
Association’s conventions. | can remem-
ber the time when the fight between
the electric light and the gas lamp was
a draw.

The electric light fellows said to the
public : * All you have to do is to press
a button.” Whereupon, the gas fellows
came back with 2 mantle and apparatus
you could also work with a button. 5o
for five years they pulled along, neck
and neck, and in those five years the
efficiency of the incandescent lamp in-
creased only about five per cent.

Well, at a meeting at Chicago, a
gentleman sitting in the rear of the
room who wanted to project a little
frivality into the discussion, got up and
said, | have a solution of our electric
light problem. Al we have to do is to
make a lamp three hundred per cent
better than the one we have. Then

113
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there won't be any gas light com-
petition.”

Of course nobody paid any attention
to him, because they just knew it
couldn’t be done. For if, in five
years there had been only a five per
cent improvement, why, by the time
there could be a three-hundred per
cent increase in efficiency we would
all be where there aren't any artificial
lights at all. Besides, what would be-
come of the electric light companies,
i the lamps were made three hundred
per cent more efficient ? People would
need only one third of the current to
get the same amount of light, and all
the electric light companies would go
broke. At least, that was the way the
argument ran, and the meeting broke
up in gloom.

But, within five years of that meet.
ing, the tungsten tamp had arrived and
it was three hundred per cent ag
efficient as the old carbon lamp. Butit
was commercially impractical.
member those first tungsten {a
you sneezed before you got them into
the sockets, the filaments broke. So
the old-timers said : ‘Well, you've got
it, but you can't make it commercialfy
successful.”

Why did they say that? Because
metallic tungsten is one of the hardest
metals we have. It has about the
same ductility as window glass, and to
draw it into a filament for a lamp was
regarded as a physical impossibility.

But real scientists don't have any
word in their language that means
“impossible.’  So a group of them got
on the job, and in five or six years of
very patient work they had done the
thing which everybody knew * couldn't
be done.” They drew metallic tungsten

You re-
mps : if

into a wire ;

and that gave us the
modern

lamp, which is many times
more efficient than the carbon lamp -~
and the filaments do not break.

As for the electric light companies,
instead of going broke they are doing
more  business than ever . because
when people can get three hundred
pPer cent more of a thing for the same
price, they are going to use it much
more freely than they did before.

We made progress on the paint prob-

lem when we started out to cut the
time from thirty-one days down to
one hour;

Just as the electric light
people made progress when they quit
monkeying with five per cent improve-
ments in five years and set out to make
a three hundred per cent improvement
in one year !

A good illustration of what I'm driv-
ing at is the story of the Atlantic cable.
Scientists told the cable people that
what they needed to make their cable
really efficient was some material that
would take up more magnetism than
fron does. A good many engineers
said very positively that such a material
could not be found.  Within six or
Seven years, scientists had been able
1o increase the susceptibility of iron
to magnetism by only about seven

Per cent; and here were people that
wanted

at they really
couldn't be done!"
ere was to that.

th an audacious mind
blem by trying differ-
course that was flying
face of al scientific
ryone knew positively
el to iron, for example,
Magnetic powers. But

needed. |t just *
and that was all th

ent alloys. Of
directly in the
knowledge _eve
that adding nick
reduced iron's
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the experimenter kept :nnt;ol}eirs;:rtaicclj
i inety-nine per ¢

W:: r‘er cyent of nickel ; and heI kepdt

:dding one per cent of nickel an

i i e per cent. For
redu}?rg ttt;:a lr:':)rzy rﬁtr:‘kefhe_ adc!ed to
ah ) r:;ture, the less susceptible it wa:
toemagnetism; and he had plenty o
folks to say to him, "' | told you so.

However, he went right ahead ; and
when he had a mixture of something over
sixty per cent nickg[, the combination
showed a susceptibility to magnetnsnr;
many times that of iron ! The choruds oa
the scientists stopped short, an
cable built up of this iron'-mckel cotrl:é
bination is about to be laid across
Atlantic. .

You can't think auda.cmu}s‘lyldlfdg:g
are going to keep on being de down
by all your old prejudlcesha_n pWe o
ceptions. A lot of thgt mgsnlt e
absolutely sure about, just are L lrue
at all. When you are willing tod o
that, you have taken.tbe s?wnientific
in developing the spinit of s¢
research.

Here's an example: Supposetotea?|
years ago you had written a Ietterin e
the leading automotive engineers

country and asked them: “W‘hy nsl
kerosene a poorer fuel for mter;\z?’
combustion engines than gasolene ?
They would have told you the answer
right away. They knew allgbx.;ut it.
*Kerosene is not as volatile,” they
would have said: d“ it has a higher
ific gravity,”” and so on.
SP?NGZICI:, gwe got to exp_erimel_nting, and
we found out two things rlghtbl.a\:‘/agi
that upset some of the asta lsh'eh
beliefs: 1. That sulphgng etherhw ic
is the most volatile liquid we lavZ:
much more volat|lek thakn v?:rssoeer;han
ngine knoc
LT;arl:esan:nd:esg. 2. That, 'if we used
kerosene and mixed it with ;lr, tteaI:
degrees below zero, it worked jus
ne.
welllu aZt%Zerl\eA/ords, after three years o;
experimenting, we had got far ego:h%t
to know at least one thmg},1 acrI\  that
was that everythjng that E'ect cen
positively ‘known on the su lS t be-
fore was positively wroné;. wi& e
ravity had nathing to do h the
groblem. It was a questlofn Iosed-
f:ﬁolecular make-up of the ueeltj d
the whole problem was to gst the
molecule to break down in ju

right way.

A Reincarnated Work

land of ours
HIS beloved Mother

needs all the help thatj e;efyca’:j
of her citizens, young and old. ‘VZY P,
girl, man and woman, Cafl’l‘. 9'| S hool
[t is in this Besant Theosop ||ca e
that you are learning to follow

s of Dr. Besant, the greatest
{:git:rt\epcitizen that India hasDkn%wr;:o;'
a century,” remarked Dr. ef tﬁe
rS’nargrundale, at the reopening od f
Besant Theosophical School and o

Kalakshetra, on June 23,
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The occasion was marked first by a
customary offering of worship to Saras-
wati.

Congratulating Dr. Arundale on his
re-election to the Presidentship of The
Theosophical Society, the Headmaster
of the School, Sri K. Sankara Menon,
said: | cannot say how happily |
congratulate you, Sir, because we are
your children and in a sense we owe
everything that we have to you. We
wish to offer today our most affec-
tionate and loyal devotion here in the
School itself, and later on when some
of us who are very young reach matur-
ity in the service you would have usdo.”

Dr. Arundale was in a reminiscent
mood when he commenced to respond
to the greetings offered to him. Re-
calling his educational career in India
dating from 1903, thirty-eight years
ago, under the blessed auspices of
Dr. Besant whose memorial this School
was designed to be, he recollected how
the fresh terms in the Central Hindu
College in Benares always used to com-
mence with such worship to Saraswati
and what marvellous inspiration such
occasions used to offer. | always say
that many of the most happy years of
my life were spent in Kashi. | hope
| may have more years to spend here
in this reincarnation of Dr. Besant's
great educational work.”

Shrimati Rukmini Devi, offered a very
hearty welcome to all present, and
especially to ~ Mr. finarajadasa, another
great lover of Education and lover of
the young and to Dr. Maria Montessor]
whom we are really very fortunate to
have here. Nowhere in the world
has any School had such help as the
Besant Theosophical School is receiving

116

from her. Here she is creating many
new things and trying out many new
methods.  She is not here because
she wishes to popularize her method,
but because she wants to serve India.
The Besant Theosophical School is the

fiest institution in India to have received
her help.” '

.Welcoming visitars and parents, Ruk-
mini Devi hoped that they would con-
tinue to remain friends of this work,
for, “We are aff working idealistically
for a Cause instead of for ourselves
Everyone here s dedicated to the
Cause of Education, to the Cause of
Youth, to the Cause of the Matherland,
an.d everyone hopes to da his best to
bring into being the blessing of her in
whose name this School is founded.”

Addressing  the children, Rukmini
Devi_affirmed that it was for them that
the School existed. |t was their home,
§he hoped that they would be happy
in this institution, adding her assurance :
“We will do our best to make you
happ.yw not a selfish happiness but a
happ}ness that comes from bringing
t\sppmes; tob others who need it, for

at is the best way of find; i-
ness for ourselves.” ! "9 happ

Thus, with the ble
Goddess of Wisda
with the good wishe
the Besant Theoso

Kal‘alfshetra enter upon another year of
activity.  THE YOUNG CITIZEN offers its
greetings to both these institutions and
earnestly hopes that during the year
they will receive increasing support of
and patronage from those who believe
that the future of our Motherland rests

with the children under training in these
institutions today.

ssings of the great
™, Saraswati and
s of all assembled,
phical School and

The Course of the War

N 1935 this terrible Armageddon be-
I gan, for in that year ltaly invaded
Ethiopia. And then with awful speed
the world tumbled into ruins.  In 1936
began ‘the fratricidal conflict in Spain
from which Spain has never recovered
and perhaps never will. In 1957 Japan
started her unholy attempt to kil
China—the beginning of her own un-
doing. And so the cauldron of u‘:-
righteousness was being brought to t ?
boiling point by the growing fires ©
ewl'nd%%gé Hitler shows that hand which
for years he has been fitting with the
iron of War. He invades Austria, laughs
at Chamberlain in the fine old town of
Munich, swallows the Sudetenland, 4and
finally roars with laughter as he s;xgns
with France a non-aggression pact !

In 1939 he laughs again as the Bnt-
ish Prime Minister declares that Hitler
does not want a crisis, and immediately
proceeds to recognize the Franco Gov-
ernment in Spain and then to take the
remainder of Czecho-Slovakia. Hav[ng
done this Hitler then goes on to seize
Memel and to connive at ltaly’s occupa-
tion of Albania.

oAHOfBritabin and France are able to do
is to pledge their assistance o various
countries which seem to be thre;tened
——-first to Poland, next to Rumania, and
Greece, and end up by telling Germany
to be careful.

But Germany is all set for the con-

uest of the world.
K In the same year in which the pledges
and the warnings are being given

By GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

Hitler first denounces the Anglo-Ger-
man naval treaty whereby the nava
armaments of the two countries are
limited, and then his treaty of non-ag-
gression with Poland which was to last
for at least ten years. What a joke it
must have been to Hitler to make these
denunciations just at the same time as
he was offering non-aggression treaties
to Norway, Sweden, Finiand.and Den-
mark_all of which were rejected ex-
cept by poor helpless Denmark.

Then comes a pact with Russia,' fol-
lowed by the virtual submission of
Estonia and Latvia. So all is set for the
fateful September st on which day
Hitler begins his invasion of Poland.
The British and the French agaln‘tell
Hitler to be careful, but since H_tt\er
pays no attention whatever to the
warning, the new World War starts at
11 am. on September'S'rd with 2
declaration of war by Britain on Ger-
many. France following suit at 5 p.m.
the same day.

On September 29th Poland is dividgd
between Russia and Germany, thus giv-
ing the first of many victories to Hitler,
the well-prepared.

Danzig has already been taken, and
Russia now thinks it is her turn to take
advantage of the favourable situation
by invading Finland, bu'g only to meet
a heroic resistance which preserved
Finland's autonomy except tor a por-
tion of her territory.

1 This article was written before thg Russo-
German conflict and the German-Turkish pact.
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Thus is the stage set for the next
move—the occupation of Denmark in
the beginning of 1940, and the inva-
sion of Norway, Belgium, the Nether-
lands and Luxemburg, to be followed
by the usual capitulations.

In the middle of the year, in fateful
June, there is the evacuatton of Dun-
kerque, the entry into the war by ltaly ;
the invasion by Russia of Latvia and
Estonia and Lithuania, and the surrender
of France to Germany and ltaly. What
a terrible month! So terrible that be-
fore the worst actually happens France
desperately appeals to the United States
of America for aid and Britain offers a
solemn act of union with France-the
Franco-British Union. The United States
rejects the appeal and the British offer
is made too late.

A rift in the clouds is to be seen in
July in the destruction of the French
fleet at Oran—a veritable Churchill
move. But again the clouds overshadow
the poor world, and Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania become part of Russia, and
Britain agrees to the temporary closing
of the Burma Road. Russia has also
taken advantage of the situation by
occupying Rumania's provinces of Bes-
sarabia and northern Bukovina.

But Rumania and Bulgaria are soon
roped to the Hitler chariot, and Hun-
gary also becomes to all intents and
purposes a German vassal.

in Africa the British enjoy a number
of successes over the ltalian forces and
practically sweep ltaly out of all her
African possessions. Similarly, when
jtaly declares war against Greece the
Greeks drive the ltalians out of Albania.
But on the collapse of Yugoslavia—the
only country in the Balkans to make
even a gesture of defiance towards

Germany—the Greeks are compelled
to retire from Albania, and there seems
to be little doubt that Greece will scon
be added to Germany's vassal States in
Eastern Europe. Britain also has a
distinct setback in Africa, and Egypt is
once again menaced.

Al the while both Britain and the
United States are giving general as-
surances of all possible support to every
country subject to German influence_
the assurances amounting as usual to
next to nothing, for one country after
another collapses with monotonous re-
gularity.

It is difficult to know what
about the so-called Axis compo:zdsao);
ttaly, Germany and Japan. ltaly is, of
course, Germany's dependant and
slgve. Japan already has her hands full
with the effects of her gross immorality
towards China, and she is afraid of
every country.

Of course, what the Axis needed is
that of an Indo-British Commonwealth
and the United States of America, But
America cannot yet rise to the height
of declering war upon Germany and
lta!y, and Britain cannot yet rise to the
height of raising India to completely
equal stature with herself in a free
Commonwealth of Nations.

All the while Turkey sits on the fence
-—a truly ostrich nation oblivious to
the fate that has befalien other coun-
tries which have thought to make them-
selves safe by sitting self-righteously on
their own respective fences.

To make common cause against a
common foe is the only way to victary,
and victory is delayed, | pray not im-
perilled, by the fact that each country
has sought safety in isolation, and has

actually found enslavement.
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So the war drags on, and for the
most part Hitler is on top, and is likely
to remain on top until the United
States enters the war and India be-
comes an equal partner with Britain and
the other self-governing Dominions of
the present Commonwealth, so that
she mgy freely hurl her own vast re-
sources towards the winning of the
war. But the forces inimical to India’s
great destiny are at work no lessin
india than they may be in Britain. In
India both Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi
are powerful obstacles in the way, and
are directly prolonging the war.

America, | think, is rapidly awakéning
to the course she must adopt. But
Britain is still blind, and India no less.
Britain still hesitates, under the camou-
flage of self-rightecusness, to extend
towards India the hand of equal com.
radeship. India is still obsessed by Mr.
Gandhi on the one hand and by Mr.
Jinnah on the other, with quite 4 number
of minor cbsessions to obstruct her way.
With an awakening America let there be
an awakening Britain and an awakening
india. Then will the war end. Then will
peace and contentment spread through-
out the world in a New World Order.

The Way of the‘

lN the Beginning, there was Spirit.
Out of that Spirit, Life was born.
And when Life had developed suffi-
ciently for individualization, man came
upon the earth. Standing on the pin-
nacle of his soul, he looked out over
the distance of his future lives. Other
souls stood near him, yet he was alone,
and there was space between their
standing. Alone he descended into
fife after [ife, and alone he arose from
each valley to stand once more on the
hill-top to perceive a new vision.

At his entrance into existence as a
man his consciousness and understand-
ing of life were vague and he was cap-
able of only the narrowest range of
thought and feeling. But descending
into each life and ascending after it to
his mountain top, the shape and pro-
portion of things below and above him

Heart
By BETTY RUDER

changed, and as his eyes adjusted
themselves to new horizons he had a
new vision_—interpreted by the Mind,
or by the Emotions, depending on what
type of soul he was. One was not
better than the other—they were both
but stages thraugh which to pass in the
unfolding of the final life-vision-—that
of the Intuition.

We are all seeking one of these
visions, and having made our separated
self coherent and strong, we must drop
one by one the shackles it has placed
about our soul until the soul stands
free of duty and acquitted of debt :
until, having served mankind purely and
self-sacrificingly, it returns to its source,
which is God.

We are in the process of becom.
ing less and less the slave of our
desiring selves and more and more
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the *servant of humanity, and ,we
are becoming more beautiful because
we are developing culture within our
minds and hearts—the culture of the
Mind, which is knowledge, the culture
of the Soul, which is understanding,
and the culture of the Heart, which is
compassion. These three, combined
in terms of form, constitute real beauty.
And beauty is a hall-mark of Truth.

We are all essentially seekers after
Truth. In our seeking we shape around
us the circumstances that will reveal to
us other portions of Truth. We do
shape our lives—everything happens
because we want to know something.
Man is only man in the measure in

which he lives for something larger than
himself. The truest feelings are those
that have in them the spirit of offering.
Having been purified by our desires,
there dawns for us the vision of love.
+ . . " the love that sees in every be-
ing not merely a personality, not mere-
ly a type of physical loveliness, but an
example of all that we reverence most in
life.” We must know the way of the heart
and the way of the mind before we can
find the way of the spirit underlying
them both. And when we do, there
will be another valley, other lives to
live. We will be truly compassionate,
and infinitely understanding. . . .
~—From The American Theosophist

TO THE WAYFARER

Ye who pass by and would raise your hand against me,

hearken ere you harm me.

| am the heat of your hearth on the cold winter nights, the
friendly shade screening you from the summer sun, and my

. 9ourney on.

MR )

\0“-’;} the woy
I'am th'ieu
Ye wh¢ pa
4

So rhigs

fruits are refreshing draughts quenching your thirst as you

;am the beam that holds your house, the board of your
Mhe bed on which you lie, and the timber that builds

ndle of your hoe, the door of your homestead,
your cradle, and the shell of your coffin.
ad of kindness and the tlower of beauty.

by, listen to my prayer : harm me not.

inscription which in Portugal is displayed wherever, in

wood;{lpar% snd gardens, timber trees, are to be found.
Lo A
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Great elder brothers shall you be,
if you will, protecting all younger than your-
selves, blessing them with your tender, wise and
strong compassion, giving ever more as those
to whom your compassion is due are more and
more behind you on the pathway of Life. Be
very tender to little children, yet more tender
still to all who err. ~--knowing little of the wisdom ;
and tenderer still to animals, that they may pass
to their next _pathway through the door of love
rather than through that of hatred. Cherish, too,
~ the flowers and the trees. You be all of one
blood, one source, one goal. Know this truth
and live it,

—From A MESSAGE FROM AN ELDFR BROTHER
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pulse, now sweeping over the earth, that we

““Not until the great spiritual im . ] ‘
call the Divine Wisdom . . - ives birth to a new ideal and conception o
the future be seen among us, the Art which shall be the

beauty, will the Art of
expression of Beauty for our age. - _ANNIE BESANT

The Crow's Nest

in without first cangratulating

| MUST not allow this Crow's Nest to beg
m fortunate enough to know

. on her birthday. la
her personally and therefore it makes it sO much easier for me to say

that without doubt she is a very great lady and it is impossible to know
feeling attracted to her and inspired by a most

We owe her so much, for she makes
the Young: and may she have every
come.

Madame Montessor

her even a little without
charming and magnetic personality.
the future safe by her dedication to
blessing and happiness in this and | hope many years to

M

MY IMMEDIATE STEPS TOWARDS RECONSTRUCTION

ften been asked the question as to how | am helping India

| have o
in this crisis or the world in this great war. | am afraid that my

121

:;TP\A oy ™ .
R A R Y R
L(' o A .



THE YOUNG
CVTIZEN e {Z?

work is neither obvious nor direct, according to some judgments. The
world is not composed entirely of grown-ups, and though millions are
suffering, and naturally my heart goes out to them, still there are
millions of children who are alive and who are the citizens of the

New World ; and | feel that in helping them | am directly helping to
make sure the future of both India and the world.

My own work in Kalakshetra is increasing beyond all expectations,

and | feel life surging through it, so that there is not either a dull or

a monotonous moment in it. The education of the young, whose life,

when rightly inspired, will become of great moment to India, and the

education of the public to see and to feel the very soul of India through
her culture, is a great mission.

Some time ago | made a pilgrimage to Kanya Kumari' to see the
litle Child in the Temple, doing tapas for Her marriage to Siva, which
symbolized to me the eternal search of Mother India, waiting for Her
children to fulfil their dharma. | was inspired by the feeling that | knew

not only India the land and India the people, but that now | knew India
the Person and India the Woman.

Therefore is it my desire to evoke all that is beautiful, to bring

Nature nearer to humanity, to bring the forces of the Devas closer to

our hearts. | feel that in the study and the encouragement of the
Young | am doing this. For just as Kanya Kumari represents the Mula-

dhara chakra of India, | feel that the Muladhara from the point of

view of the spirit is Culture. Only Culture will bring Right Freedom
to India and to any nation.

That is why | am working for education
and for culture.

Our young people have made a good name in their tour in South

In Ootacamund also we had a great success. Qur success in
Kaldkshetra is very rarely due merely to the form, because | feel that
when | dance | am not really a better dancer than some others,

India.

' Cape Comorin,

AUGUST
i23

although | try to do everything as well as | can.  But | think people
contact the dedication of my spirit for a Cause.

Vouth is more interested in Art, although they may not fully
realize its value. They may like to shout in political megtings rat.her
than to have the quiet spiritual beauty of the Arts. It is to radiate
this spirit that | have arranged programmes, tours, concerts, etc. .For
example, there is to be the Vasantotsavam or the Vasan'ta Festival,
which begins on the 20th of September, marking the passing ?way of
Dr. Annie Besant, and finishes on the 1st of October, her burthd'ay.
There is a happy coincidence in the fact that Saraswati Puja comes just
in between, on the 29th of September. On the 20th | intend to have
a full two-hour play on the life of Giordano Bruno. The 1st of Octobc-jsr
will be celebrated with a dance recital by me. In between there will
be one Harikatha by a very great specialist who has not been heafd
much here. On Vijayadasami Day there will be a Vina ?oncert, Vina
being the favourite instrument of Saraswati, which will be given, | hope,
by our greatest Vina player, Sri Sambasiva Aiyar of Karaikudi. Ther?
will also be some lectures on Art.  Naturally the whole programme will
be combined with the evening’s puja to Saraswati during the ten days.
in October, | intend making another tour in the North, continuing my
life as a crusader, and it will culminate in December wben there will
again be plays, music, as well as the Theosophical Cor?v§nt|on.

How many young people feel with me that this is peace and re-
construction work for the future ?

Aoemimi Devr .

TO DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

|d's educationists, Madame

ry ha to offer our of t'he wor ‘ :

wE ::rt‘i/:sty co:gpryatulations and Maria Montes;ort.fw}?ose b::hcay ac-
t ot this month. e are

very best wishes to one of the greatest  curs on the 31s
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particularly glad because she has so
selflessly offered herself to be associat-
ed very actively in the educational
work here in Adyar which is carried
on in the great and noble spirit of
Dr. Annie Besant who was herself so
marvellous an educationist. [t is, there-
fore, very appropriate that this issue of
THE YOUNG CITIZEN should be dedicated
to the ** Child.”

We are glad to publish in this number
an article from her closest colleague in
her work, Signor Mario Montessori,
which gives us glimpses of the life and
work of the great pioneer of child
education. As with all pioneers in any
sphere of life who have dreamt great
dreams and who have sought to achieve
greatly, trials and disappointments had
been the lot of Madame Montessori to
no small extent. But, with each such
handicap, the fire of her love of chil-

dren seems to have been fanned into
greater flames, and today, in the fullest
maturity of her experience and wisdom,
India should be specially grateful to
her for the great love she bears to our
young people and for the great work to
which she has given herself __namely,
the training of India’s youth according
to her tried and proved method of
education. Thanks to Madame Montes-
sori's stay in India and her having
trained teachers in her system of edu-
cation, her method is gradually spread-
ing throughout our country, and if only
India takes advantage of a unique op-
portunity, we shall in due course have
a generation of really cultured Indians,
who would be the pride of the Nation.
We greet her on her happy birthday,
and we hope she will be with us for
several years and inspire us with her
great wisdom and experience.

Motherland.
2 p.m. August 7, 1941

I have just received information of the pass-
ing away of Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, one
loved everywhere as a most beautiful being
and in whose passing away India has lost a
great and inspiring leader. To many who are
able to do something for India today he was,
and will continue to be, a great inspiration.
| can never forget the last visit we made to
Santiniketan, and the contact with one who
without question, was a great genius. Tt;
Kalakshetra and to many other art institutions
he will remain as a Father, and our debt of
gratitude to him can be repaid only by passing
on the same spirit in our work to his and our

RUKMIN! DEVI

The Knight of the Child

R. MARIA MONTESSORI was born
D in Chiaravalle, Italy, on the 31st
of August 1870. From the very begin-
ning of her life she showed promise of
becoming a woman out of the ordinary.
She was the first girl in ltaly to attend
a public school and because of the
narcow ideas of the time she suffered
the tortures of criticism, of the cruel
jeers of her fellow-students gnd gf
general disapproval. She persisted in
her studies, however, and entered the
University against even the expressed
wish of her father, who for several years
did not address to her a single word,
and although living in the same house
behaved as if she did not exist.

in 1896 she obtained in Rome her
degree of Doctor in Medicine. She
was the first woman of her town and,
| believe, in ltaly to attain this distinction.

THE MAKINGS OF AN
APOSTLE

During her student days she joined
the Feminist Movement, and a few
days after receiving her degree she
was chosen as delegate to represent
the ltalian women at_the Feminists
Conference in Berlin.  The newspapers
had acclaimed her throughout the whole
of laly on her becoming a doctor, but
now she was acclaimed by the press in
the whole of Europe for the brilliance
of her words, the strength of her argu-
ments and for her personal beauty.
With the appellative of ** sun-ray, as

8y MARIO MONTESSORI

the newspapers of Berlin and of
Northern Europe called her, she took
her place on the platfarm of the world,
which it was her destiny never to leave.

Returning to her country, she took
part, under an assumed name, in a con-
test for a place vacant in the General
Hospital of Rome ; nobody suspected
that the doctor who so brilliantly won
the competition was a young lady.
She was assigned the place before the
fact became known that she was a
woman. Thus in 1897 she was the
first woman in Europe to be admitted
to such a post. In the same year
during the Medical Congress at Turin
she again created a stir by the accusa-
tion she launched against the medical
profession in particular and society in

general, for their neglect of defectives,

who, through being uncared for, were
the biggest source of criminality.

The Empress Elizabeth of Austria had
been killed by a lunatic a few days pre-
viously. It is you,” Dr. Montessori
challenged the doctors, “‘wha have killed
Elizabeth.” The speech created an enor-
mous impression ; the newspapers of all
Europe gave wide publicity to it and as
a consequence of it the first institutes
for backward children were founded in
ftaly. Dr. Montessori was assigned a

ost in the institute created in Rome.
Ih 1899 she was elected to the chair
of Hygiene in the Women's Univer-
sity of Rome. In 1900 she visited
London for the first time as the delegate
of the ltalian women at a Feminist
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Conference. There she was received

by Her Majesty Queen Victoria and met
Dr. Annie Besant.

EXPERIMENTS WITH
CHILDREN

~ On her return to Italy, after achiev-
ing brilliant cultural results with the
deficient children, she left the field of
pathological education to dedicate her-
self to the study of normal children.

In 1904 she was made the Lecturer
of Anthropology at the University of
Rome, while her success as doctor
made her famous in the whole of Rome
Incidentally she introduced Theosoph);
to ltaliy by bringing an English woman
a patient of hers in touch with the cul-
tural w'orld in that country, and by col-
laboration in the translation of the first
Theosophical books brought into Italy

In 1906 the first “ House of tP;e
Children”" was inaugurated. From that
moment she left everything to dedicate
all her energies to her mission in spite
of the pressure that her friends and
admirers brought to bear upon her.

Their attitude can be summed up in
the words of the Minister for Education
of the time who said to her: * Such
are women | Nobody has suffered what
you suffered in order to become a
doctor. You have overcome all the
difficulties : you have succeeded in be-
ing appointed on the permanent staff
of the Hospital, and in becoming a
professor of University. A brilliant
career awaits you ; indeed it has already
begun, and now that all the world
speaks of you you want to leave every-
‘thing, and for what! To become a
school teacher (the only career open
at the time to women); and nothing

less than a teacher of pre-school child-
ren, the lowest and the most despised
job that there is under me.”

“The world will speak of me more
than ever,” was her answer.
. “What was it that made me reply
in this fashion " Dr. Montessori asks
herselt even nowadays. *'| certainly had
no idea of what was to come ; but the
soul of the child was calling me and |
had to answer.”

A GREAT DISCOVERY

The‘ first “House of the Children”
arose in the new buildings for labourers
erected in Rome in the slums of San
Lorenzo, the worst plague spot of the
city. It was the first experiment in
tenement-houses made in ltaly with the
purpose of giving clean, hygienic, in-
dependent flats to labourers. There
was but one problem : the children.

What  would happen when their
parents went to their work? The
children would spoil the building, seiling
theAwa"s and the staircases. ’

committee of ladies was organi
who decided to ask Miss Mongt::;:?
TDI'TCtor of Medicine, to help them.
Chl;]:jr::_s” born the first “House of the

_Th'e reporters who came to see the
buddmgs went away full of enthusiasm for
the children, speaking of a ““miracle.”

Were these children, sons of illiterate
people,' the product of the lowest and
most criminal slum of Rome ? Or were
they indisputable proof of a human
error that had been eliminated ?

l."ke a”flame the renown of “the New
Children” swept round the world. News-
papers and magazines in America, in
Aust‘raha, in China, in Japan, in Ah:ica.
carried photographs and articles. From
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all sides started the pilgrimage that
lasts even today when, after almost
forty years, every trace of the school
has disappeared.

People belonging to all religions, to
all social classes, Queens and Com-
munists, Hindus, Muslims, Catholics and
Protestants from every corner of the
earth, came to visit those * New Child-
ren " —the Massiahs of infancy.

Dr. Montessori found herself famous
without realising the greatness of the
discovery that she had made: the
“laws of psychic development of
man | the * instinct of growth " |

She did not wish now that anyone
should speak of her. She asked the
newspaper reporters ta speak about the
tenement-house, whose owners were
furious that everyone should be speak-
ing of “that miserable little class " and
pay so little heed to the humanitarian
monument they had raised.

Relations became so strained that at
last she had to abandon the House of
the Children. But meanwhile other
houses had arisen : one created by
the Socialist Party in the Umanitaria of
Milan, another founded in Rome by a
Convent of Catholic Sisters for the
orphans of the earthquakes of Messina.

The Queen Mother of ltaly had at
the same time granted a sum of
money to continue the experiment of
that which was already known as the
« Montessori Method *' ; another school
had been created in the English Em-
bassy in Rome; and the first manu-
facturing centre of Montessori material
had been started in the Umanitaria.

People who realised the importance
of her discovery grouped themselves
around her, as apostles around a pro-
phet. Some of them asked her to

write a book ; others begged her to
prepare teachers. “You could die,
and centuries would pass before others
could discover what you have discov-
ered,” they said.

THE NEW EDUCATION

The book was written in fifteen days.
It is known in English as The Montes-
sori Method : a scientific work and
at the same time a hymn of love. [t
was translated in more than fifteen
languages in the first year of its ap-
pearance. Meanwhile the last links that
joined her to the old-fashioned peda-
gogical world were breaking. She had
initiated the ‘“New Education™; she
had opened a new way to help on
development of the child, a path full
of light and happiness ; and University
teaching no longer held attractions for
her, who was the first initiator of a new
epoch.

In 1909 she gave her first training
course. It was intended to be a Pro.
vincial Course far Umbria but the fact
that she was going to give it became
known.

How ? Who knows ?

Perhaps because one of the young
ladies who had gathered round her to
dedicate their lives to the new ideal,
as Nuns do who enter a Religious
Order, gave, in her exultation, news of it
to her acquaintances ; maybe in ancther
way; but in any case to this first
symposium, which was supposed to be
almost a secret gathering, people ar-
rived from America and even from
South Africa.

Other courses followed; national
and international associations were born
in many countries, and Dr. Montessori
began the long ministry which stil
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lasts today and which | hope will last
for many years to come. The seeds
that she had planted all bore fruit : the
New Education Fellowship is but an
;ffort. to join together the branches of
Eda\jcnargcr)r:\e'nse tree which is today New

A curious phenomenon, which shows
the vital force of her idea, and deman-
strates that it is based upon a funda-
mental Fruth, is the following. Al who
come in intimate contact with the
Montessori Method find in it the practi-
cal realisation of their ideals. Catholics
Protgstants, Hindus, Socialists and Com.
munists hal.ve at different times told Dr
Mo?tessor& more or less the same thing.

* After all you belong to us BS-.
cause no one unless he were of our
community would have been capable of
doing vyhat you have done, far, as yo
see, t.h(s and this and this in y,our Zw ;
.thod is but this and this and this in oi;'
ideal (or religion,) " according to the
person who speaks.

THE GARDEN OF THE WORLD

A seemingly adverse '
pursued Dr, Montessori. Bii-s:;]f;y \:1:;
the serenity of soul that is pecu|'iar to
her, _accepts all the blows of destiny a
an indication that her presencey is
necessary elsewhere. Another pers .
similarly tried would have been crlzsh %n
Sh?)bgt do&;\bles her efforts. o

uring the last World insti
tution in ltaly was closed. ng:ehsvre:tstl-
the United States and created in Ne0
York a training college that she plac Vé
un'de'r the direction of Miss Parkhur:t
This institution separated itself from her.
and she left for Spain. In Barcelona
she.founded and directed for the whor;a
period of the war the Seminari Labor:

:ﬁn CDe Pedagog@: At the armistice,
e Catalan authorities suddenly became
natl'onalistic, also towards her, and
notncgd t.hat she was Italian and sa'id that
E};e institution had to be directed by
atalans. Dr. Montessori pedagogically
emigrated to England. in 1922 she
xeer;ttto ltgly, where the Fascist Govern-
ment ”wwlhec]i to valorise ‘ ltalian
Monte'ssorin szhéoctlhe 2L choot of
was created in
Ec:;nre:’v'::rty Du: l;/? ctlosed a few years
. o i )
left ltaly to return tonSe;;icl’qr.l O'r]f:. ag?:n
qreat’e_:d a private institution. r'?'?hie
time, she thought, “ the institution i:
mine and does not lie at the mercy of
a Government or of a Municipality ! It
}mll flourish and | shall cease to be dr-iven
J;owrﬁ”place to place like a wandering
OldTh:/hes:\htiOI was but a few months
aga;in o e civil war burst out. Once
sgain e went to England and held
there Ome courses and some [nterna-
tPc‘)na| Conferences, She was putting
! e last touches to the organisation of
permanent institute in that count
when the present war broke out /r;\lry
she went to Holland and here sh.e n
created an institution. A new -
new voyage, this time to India e e
But in ever .

co i -
that she visitedy untry, in every city.

ed, she worked and -
aciAndHe‘; ministry has never sz;r:::Z.
cours;e t; of teachers followed every
represent:; :\t]vin?ave‘ i eachers who
teachers who beloggenda ttlc(:r:;eartnzstt”;‘::
E:zz:in:ohacal, religious or social ideals
De apost(lt e great majority of them)
per ar es, and on returning to their

¥ y. created nuclei of work and of
philosophy in favour of infancy and in
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favour of life. Her kind of life has
been like that of a farmer who, having
prepared the field, has planted the seeds
and seen them sprout, promising rich
fruit, and then is taken and forcibly
transported to a foreign land where
she is given another bit of virgin soil to
sow with the seeds of the new wonder-
ful plant that she alone possesses and
that no one can wrest from her.

FROM SEED TO FRUIT

Today Dr. Montessori is 71 years of
age. Her method has been completed
up to the University, but, as she herself
says, her work has only begun. The
Montessori Method is her contribution
to Infancy, but what is it in comparison
with the contribution that Infancy can
give to Humanity ? Nothing but a seed
of some giant of the forest ; insignificant
when compared to the immense tree
that results from it.

Such is the child, the great being
who produces humanity and whom we
must humbly understand. The defects
that incomprehension causes in child-
hood remain fixed in the adult ; society
organises them and renders possible
crimes of barbarity, of exploitation, of
cruelty and of slavery in our epochother-
wise so advanced in external civilisation.

In the children of her schools most
of these defects have disappeared ;
this is their contribution. Childhood
can show the way in which they can be
oliminated from society. It is neces-
sary,”’ Dr. Montessori says, “ to create
a Social Party of the Child, to defend
its rights and to fight against the adults
so that this great Worker be recog-
nised in his importance and be called
to take in Society the place which be-
longs to him.

3

< The child in his growth incarnates
not only flesh, but patriotism, religion
and moral ideas. f amanisa Hindu, it
is because the child he once was, made
him a Hindu; if he is a Christian it is
because as a child he was able to grasp
the Christian morality from the environ-
ment in which he lived. All that we
possess, our body, our culture, our way
of thinking, we owe to the child who
formed us.

« Generous souls were foundin the
past who created socialism tor the
worker ; others arose who organised
the Feminist Movement to defend the
women. Will there be no knights to
protect the child? "

She, its first Knight, created in 1939
the Social Party of the Child, which was
founded in the Great Hall of the Parlia-
ment of Copenhagen. Since then she
has had to fight against the misunder-
standing of everyone. Nevertheless
the party exists and she does not desist
from her idea. Today, her freedom
curtailed, she who has been the greatest
uphelder of freedom that ever existed,
does not lose herillusions, in spite of
restrictions that war made it necessary
to be adopted against her. Generous-
ly housed by The Theosophical Society,
whose President, Dr. Arundale, and
his wife, Rukmini Devi, invited her
to India, Dr. Montessori passes her time
writing in the magnificent bungalow
which has been placed at her disposal,
happy to prepare new instruments which
will do more to establish peace in the
world than any series of treaties that
may be drawn up by adults at the
close of the present war, such treaties
marking, as they do so often, only an
interruption in a perpetual war.



TO "THE YOUNG CITIZEN"

My best wishes and m i
Y warmest greet
THE YOUNG CITIZEN. esne e
| have a sort of reverence for childhood and for

.youth . the reverence due to the instruments of God
in the construction of evolution.

Al progress is due to the new generations :
among the children of today are the great men of

tomorrow, for the children absorb not only the present

but embody the future. They should become aware

of their importance and of their mission, which is that

of . .
éannC|ng, of ever advancing on the glorious path
of civilization,

And also we, the adults, should be aware of
their real nature. Tomorrow is wiser than today :
the humanity of tomorrow will be judge of our action;
and see with clarity what is obscure to us,

This is what we adults must envisage : we are
no; dealing with thoughtless youths who need our help
awr;‘ ! ot..l'r' gfndance; we .are confronted with savants

will pity us for our ignorance and will make light
of the problems that we consider insoluble, We og
them the reverence due to the greater an;:i the wisv:f

I/M %IW/
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The Coming Race

Extracts from The Changing World. con-
sisting of lectures delivered in London.

o

WHAT are the special marks of the

. Coming Race in consciousness
and in body ? In consciousness, clearly
the recognition of unity.  That is essen-
tial; for what the intellect divides, the
Spirit unites. The recagnition of life in
each rather than of the separated form,
the recognition of the one Self in all
rather than the separated selves that
are marked out by the separated bodies,
that will be the great mark in conscious-
ness, the new unfolding; and then,
side by side with that, growing inevitab-
ly out of it, a breadth and liberality of
tolerance will mark those in whom the
sense of unity is beginning to unfold.

NEW TYPE OF BODY

With that unfelding consciousness
will come a type of bady of which
there are beginning to be many amongst
us today. When there is going to be
a variation which will start a new evalu-
tionary type, it is always noted that
those out of whom the variation grows
are what is called unstable.  Instability
is the mark of progress, or of degenera-
tion. There is the instability of health,
but also of disease ; and with the chang-
ing type of the nervous system you
find this instability present in both its
forms.

If you look around you at the present
time, what is one of the marks of the
bodies in the most advanced races of
the earth? Nervous troubles of every
kind, and most marked amongst the

~ By ANNIE BESANT

most highly developed. Amongst us
tcczy z1e being born children in whom
this finer nervous organisation is show-
ing itself already, children of delicate
nervous type, but not necessarily at
all unhealthy ; often perfectly healthy,
but with the nervous system so deli-
cately poised that it is always in danger
of jar and injury. One thing that is
very necessary for the fathers and moth-
ers of the time to understand is, that
as these children come to them for
protection, for training, for help, they
must remember that they have their
organisms which suffer and enjoy more
keenly than organisms that are less de-
licately, less exquisitely balanced. Such
children should be guarded as far as
possible from all that can jar and
trouble.

It is useless to try to make them live
in the surroundings that suit those
whose nervous systems are not so fine.
On the contrary, it is the duty of the
parent to try to provide for such chil-
dren gentler and more harmonious sur-
roundings, realising that without those
the delicate instrument would be jarred
and thrown out of tune, so that that
from which the most lovely melodies
might have been drawn will be only an
instrument fit to be thrown away, de-
stroyed.

The conditions under which you are
living now in London have become al-
most intolerable to live in, if only for
the noise, the continual rattle, the
shrieking and hooting that fill the
streets ; the shaking of the very earth

13k
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itself under the heavy vehicles of.all
sorts that we place uponit. | would
say to any who feel the suffering which
grows out of the noise and the rush and
the hurry that his place is no longer
here, and, above all, it is no place for
the children. For the finer the organi-
sation of the father and the mother
from the nervous standpoint, the finer
will be the nervous organisation of the
child; the best policy is to surround
them_selves and the children of the
Con.r\mg Race with sweeter and better
environments.

It is not only that these vas
that are deforming and d:;::;’:;
England are an impossible environment
for the Coming Race: we must also
adapt ourselves to the new conditions b
changes of food, by changes of methoa)'l,
in ordinary living.  The food that the
great majority of people now use, flesh
is utterly unsuited to the finer type of
nervous organisation. You may notice
how people of a finer type shrink from
it instinctively. Children of a finer type
when they realise that meat was a
living thing, will turn aside from it with
disgust, and leave it untouched.

That instinctive dislike is one of the
things that will be growing very much
amongst the little ones : more and more
will they revolt against the use of flesh
But it would be wise not only to notice
how that revolt is growing, but deliber-
ately to avoid the use of such articles
of diet yourself, if you desire to train
your bodies into a preparation for the
Coming Race. For the body which
s nourished on flesh and on the many
forms of alcohol is a body which will be
thrown out of health by the opening
up of the higher consciousness; and
nervous diseases are partly due to the

tact that the higher consciousness is
tr'ymg ctio Ae;:pf;es}s‘ itself through bodies
ciogged with flesh-pr ison-
edgw?ith with fe products and poison
With those children take care not to
try to force them in any way, nor to
induce them to take those articles of
diet which will injure their growing
delicacy of nervous organisation, and
destroy that developing organ in the
brain by which they will bring their
knowledge through into ordinary life.

BUILDERS OF IDEALS

The Coming Race will be that builder
of a universal religion, in which sharing
what each has of truth will be the only
fqrm of missionary effort. That Race
wsll. be the builder of a brotherly civili-
sation, in which the need of every man
will be the measure of what he has
given to him; in which the power of
every man will be the limit of his res-
ponsibility.  Our hope is mostly in the
young, in those who have not yet been
hardened in the brutal competition
which marks the commercial and class
life of today. The young lads and the
young girls, still plastic, still easily fired
by great ideals with nervous systems
finer in many cases than ours and
hearts warmer than those that have
been chilled in the experience of life_.-
in them lies the hope of the future.
For they shall make ideals, they shall
create them in the world of thought
and out of the world of thought those
ideals shall be sent into the world of
matter, and make the Coming Race,
whlgh shall build a civilisation happy
glo.ruous: beautiful, and free, but in
which it shall be realised that the
greatest freedom expresses itself in the
greatest service.

A New Era in Education

"I‘HE first principle of our new Edu-

cation is that the child is a soul.
For many, the child has a soul, some-
thing spiritual but vague, which God
created for it at its birth. The idea of
the soul is the idea of Plato, that when
a soul was attracted to the Good, the
True and the Beautiful, it was remem-
bering the spiritual home which it had
left, before appearing on earth asa
human being. Every child is a soul who
has lived in other epochs, and in other
civilizations. When therefore the soul
appears as a boy or girl, there is already
behind the soul a store of experiences.
The soul has been a musician; or the
soul has had lives of difficulty in the
past, with pain and with struggles ; each
variety of child that we have in our
schools tells us of the past of the chil-
dren, in past lives, of which neither the
children nor the teachers have any re-
membrance.

CHARACTER AND ENVIRON-
MENT

The work of the teacher is obviously
to find out what that past character is
as quickly as possible ; he must get the
co-operation of the best in the charac-
ter, and aim to starve out whatever
may be in the child that is anti-social.
It is this principle which is at the root
of the Montessori method. Madame
Montessori insists that a child must be
allowed to express its innate character.
The child's character is far more in-
fluenced by what is not said to it, and

By C. JINARAJADASA

by what it does not hear, than by what
is said, and by what it hears. The
child’s character is moulded by what it
hears from parent and teacher. But
far more influential, for good as for
evil, are the thoughts of others which
surround the .child. An unexpressed
feeling of anger, an unrevealed thought
of pride, or envy or malice, all these
affect the child. Everything surrounding
the child influences it. The shape of
the schoolroom, the colour of the walls,
the artistic or inartistic nature of the
desks and seats influence the child.
It is excellent that there should be
clinics of every kind for children—for
eye, ear, nose, throat, lungs, etc., but
we want in addition a careful considera-
tion of the nature of the buildings,
rooms, walls and gardens, so that the
child may be made to ‘* remember’
the home it has left to come to
earth.

For, supremely, the child has come
to earth from a happy place. the invisi-
ble world. He is born with a purpose,
which is, to do a work in life. But it is
first necessary to arouse in the child an
enthusiasm for the work he is to do.
And the best way for arousing that
enthusiasm is to make the child’'s home-
life and his school-life as full of happi-,
ness as possible, so asto ™ remind ’
him of the heaven whence he has
come to us. Surround the child with
conditions of love, beauty and happi-
ness, and then the soul of the child
will begin to respond and co-operate
with parent and teacher.
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.But we must remember that “all
children are not alike, because all souls
are not alike. The teacher must not
ff)rce the child to fit into the educa-
tional curricufum but guide the soul to
express itself, and find out quickly what
is ?he contribution to human welfare
which that soul desires to give.

WHO IS A TRUE TEACHER?

ft is the teacher's character that is
far more important than the training he
has had in his normal school. A true
'teac.her is one who has been a teacher
in his past lives, and therefore knows b
persor;al hsacrifg:ie that to teach chiidren 1);
one of the noblest ways of co. i
with the Will of God. d T?lectoe:f:;:t;;z
:Lv;aytsh befen the priest of religion also

erefore a pe '

reverenced, person always to be

‘The teachers must live with the
children, and fiving with the children
means playing with them also. Now as
matters stand, we ask far too much of
a child's memary. Why should a child
have to memoarise facts which he can
easily find in a printed book ? It is not
the memory of facts which is important
but to know where to find the facts’
racorded.

A NEW INSTRUMENT OF
KNOWLEDGE

In these days, children have far too
many subjects to learn. Therefore, in
the new era in education, we need to
develop in children what | shall call a
new “instrument of knowledge.” Now
we appeal only to the mind of the
chnld._ But we must develop a new
technique in education, a method of

calling out the latent intuition of the
child. This faculty of the intuition, when
properly trained, groups facts quickly.
and obtains a general survey. as from
an aeroplane. How are we to train
the intuition? This will be the great
science of the future, and to create
that science idealists of all types will have
to co-operate. Teachers and artists,
scientists and philosophers will all need
to make discoveries in this new domain
of the intuition.

What is the intuition? It is not a
process of the mind. Intuition is not
some rapid and brifliant synthesis by the
mind. {t forms unerring judgments, but
not by examination of facts presented
to it from outside. The intuition is
a faculty of the soul that, in some mys-
terious manner, knows those facts in
the case which are not presented to
the mind. Therefore it judges with a
fuller knowledge of facts than the mind
can ever have. How can the intuition
be aroused in the character ?

There are three possible mathods,
two of them affecting the emotions,
and the third the mind. When we
think, our thought is not pure thought,

ecause much emotion is mixed with
the thought. This most necessary
faculty of pure thought must be taught
to the children.  We can teach it with
mMathematics— with arithmetic, geom-
etry and algebra. We can do much for
the child, _without straining his mind,
through science, the process of experi-
ment and observation. According to
tf_xe metl)od of Induction many scientific
discoveries are not due merely to a
mental process, but are due in reality
to flashg§ of intuition. A strictly scien-
tific training of the mind brings a great

. purity and serenity in thought, and that
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serene dispassion enables the intuition
to flash its truths on to.the mind.

CREATIVE PLAY

Children by nature are brothers.
What we need to do is to increase in
the child his natural sentiment for friend-
ship. *Children’s play, when properly
organized, is one way of fostering Bro-
therhaad. Play can be made creative,
affecting the imagination of the child
profoundly ; but for this, a careful
organization is necessary. Many children
must take part in a common game,
or in a dance, or in a drama, or in
singing ; this common effort of many
children playing together can be made
a creative offering of joyous sentiments.
It is this same creative quality which
exists in athletics, where there is a
high ideal of sport. For one result of
athletics is the development of the idea
of “team work.” It is Brotherhood, in
one of its many aspects.

When therefore, through one of
several ways, children fearn the joys of
comradeship in work and in play,
various barriers erected before the
mind by the traditions of race, religions
and classes are removed. The result s
a steadying and purification of the mind,
and therefore the intuition can manifest.
Children begin to feel long before they
begin to analyze and judge. Their feel-
ings can be utilized so as to make the
emotional nature, first, calm and steady,
and secondly, delicate and sensitive.
Therefore, everything that surrounds
the child is important, because every-
thing emanates a subtle influence which
sither helps the child, or hinders him.
NO!hing but what is zesthetically beauti-
ful should be known by the child, by
any one of his senses.

CREATIVE BEAUTY

But not only must the child become
sensitive to beauty, he must be taught
to create beauty consciously. Drawing,
designing, modelling, carving, singing,
dancing, acting, making poems, these
and other forms of creative beauty
must be developed in the child. Accord-
ing to his innate aptitude, each child
must learn the subtle joy of creation.
The creation of a thing that is funda-
mentally beautiful can only take place
where the emotional nature is serene,
at the time of creation. Then the intui-
tion sends down its truths to the im-
agination. | feel profoundly that in the
education of the future, we shall give
our greatest attention not to the child’s
mind, but to his intuition.

EDUCATION AND LIFE'S
PURPOSE

There is one great defect in all our
modern educational methods, and it is
that they devitalize the student. They
do not increase our enthusiasm for
living. The purpose of education is to
teach us to be enthusiastic about life,
and how to fashion out of life—out of
all of its phases, both from the un-
pleasant and from the pleasant—noble
activities that shall reveal our inmost
souls. And since the life of the soul
expresses itself not only as thinking and
contemplating, but also as loving and
sacrificing, as acting and serving, there
is a very great reform needed in order
to make the educational institutions
places where we are taught the main
principles of the great science and art

of loving. A
(Compiled from Gods in Chains)



Some Ideals and Ideas of Education

Extracts from an interview with a Press
representative.

°
'l"O what end are we educating
) youth ?

To aid in the dev
individuality of each, ang to help the
individuality thys educated to enters into
useful and happy citizenship,

are engaged in such education. .
parents, youth, teachers and the State.
The principal duty of the parents is to
establish character, of the teachers to
develop character, of the State to
utilize character, and of youth to grow
in character,

Character is to be unfolded in the
home, largely through precept, example,
and affectionate understanding.

The schoof and the college constitute
the home enfarged.

The State is the home of all.

As are parents and teachers, as is
the State, so will be the youth of the
land.

Character means, in two words-.
harmonious living. Harmony within one-
self and harmony with one's surround-
ings, Harmony means understanding.
It by no means implies agreement, st I
less subordination.

Harmony within oneself means health
—healthy bodies, healthy feeling and
emotions, healthy minds: free from
selfishness and pride.

Should the educational curriculum be
directed to the unfoldment of char-
acter? Yes entirely; for character is
the purpose of fife. Character is the

elopment of the

By GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

heart of individuality and the very
strength of the State,

Doing and Feeling are the subjects
of education especially in the earlier
stages of education and are deepened
as the years pass. As the life of the
individual child unfolds, so must the
subject of the curriculum unfold too.

Knowing is for the mind, and Be-
coming is the apotheosis of education.
Through every subject of the curriculum
the pupil learns to feel himself, to know
himself, and gradually to become him-
self,  Thus there must be the most
intimate association between each sub-
ject and the pupil's life growth,

1 have very definite views regarding
discipline. 1 'do not believe in what is
called punishment. Punishment is al-
ways repression, an actively promotes
fear, both of which are anti-educational.

The eradication of fear is one of the
principal  objectives of education, so
that courage may be released, just as
'gnorance has to be eradicated to make
room for knowledge, and indifference
ta make room for eagerness.

But‘discipline and good order must
be maintained, since without these there
can be no growth as the study of
the subjects of the curriculum should
gradually make clear.

®

* *
All education should be vocational in
the sense of leading the pupil to the

search for and the discovery of his or
her vocation in fife.
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In a certain educational institution
there was a Memory Room in which all
kinds of temperamental inclinations are
objectively expressed. The child is as
it were let loose in this Memory Room
—the teachers in this institution believe
in reincarnation—so that he may ** re-
member "' the thread-note of himself.
Sometimes the scheme might work.
Sometimes it might fail. In any case
all higher temperamental inclinations
must be fostered as early as possible.
In this way the vocational bent will be
ascertained before the pupil is finally
stamped out from the educational
machine according to standard pattern.

| hold that apart from generaf physi-
cal health the spirit of service is the
fiest ingredient of a truly national system
of education. | should give the follow-

ing ingredients in the order of their
importance :

(i} Service
(i) Simplicity of Lite
(iil) Study
(iv) Self-control.
As regards service. there are four
primary kinds
(1) To oneself
(i) To the family
(iii) To schoo! or college and to the
immediate surroundings,
especially to the poor, to the
helpless, to animals, to all that
makes for beauty, for order,
for understanding
(iv) To the State.
* * *

Do | advocate religiaus education ? It
epends upon what you mean by
religious education. | certainly advocate
education in the fife of the religion of

19 41

the, pupil at school and at college. The
broad general principles underlying the
faith of the pupil should be carefully
explained, leaving to the home the
detail and the ceremonies. Further |
should advocate the sounding of the
note of the Unity of Truth underlying all
religions so that each pupil, while
reverencing his own faith supremely,
should learn to have respect for the
faiths of others, as being best for them
as his is best for him.

* * *

I most certainly believe in compul-
sory defence training as part of the
educational curriculum. It is the duty
of the citizen to defend the State,
though not to foster aggression. The
Scout movement | entirely apprave of
and greatly honour its great founder.
But | am of opinion that it must be
adapted to the spirit of the country in
which it exists, and should sooner or

later form part of the educational
system.
* »

Examinations | certainly do not ap-
prove as they are at present managed.
They do much more harm than good
in their present forms. But of course
there must be tests of progress, much
less a matter of luck and of cramming
than are the present examinations. A
pupil must never fear an examination,
but lock forward to it eagerly as helping
him to know where he is and what he
has to do next.

»* % L]

We need a Plan, even though its
fulfilment may take many years. In all
countries where deliberate constructive
work is being done. a Plan is prepared
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to be gradually accomplished year zfter
year. There is nothing more devastat-
ing to pupils and to the State, than
tinkering without regard to fundamental
principles as a whole. .
What can be done without delay, is
to experiment. We can try out a certain
scheme under special conditions and

with special teachers, We can establish
ane or two experimental schools which
shall give a sound but nevertheless
different type of education. We can
also do propaganda among the people.
We can always make a beginning when

we know what national education
should be.

The Unfoldment of the Child

LIBERTY and love are great factors
in the development of the hy-

man soul. There are many people who
are quite willing to give liberty to
others, if they will do exactly what they
prescribe! But true fiberty means the
freedom to try in one’s own way. In
general there is far too much inter-
terence ; too much direction from the
outside diminishes the very life-activity
that it seeks to protect or assist. This
is seen in school life, where quantities
of unnecessary rules are made, when
individual freedom would give more
opportunity for growth,

There are cases where you must
assert compulsion in the interests of
the community ; but it is always better,
when possible, to have the wills of the
people with you than to drive them
along. | am afraid that is only very
slightly understood with regard to edu-
cation. Everything is prescribed; all
the time it is: “ Do this; do not do
that.” Even in teaching the child his
interest is not usually engaged, but he
is told: ““ This is a lesson and it must
be learned.”

By C. W. LEADBEATER

In the newer methods, such as that
of Mme. Montessori, the lesson is made
interesting,so that the child's mind opens
like a flower. There is only one way
in which you can really and usefully
teach a child anything, and that is by
making him love you to begin with.

Ou exercise a certain amount of moral
suasion afterwards, because you look
injured and pained i he does wrong.
That is quite legitimate, because you
really do feel the pain. If you start
ruling by love you call out the love of
the pupil, and get something done. To
teach children one must have a clever
mind, a heart full of love, and patience
as wide as the sea; one must under-
stand the mistakes that children make,
and be able to show them how to
do things properly, but in their own
way. It you start with force and
brutality, you call out nothing but
hostility, and then you do not get any-
thing worth while done. Boys and
girls are human baeings, too, and you
can get more out of them if you have
them on your side than if you set them
against you to start with. ~No teacher,
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however skilful, however learned, is
worthy of that highly honourable name
unless he can interest the children and
get them to fove him. It is an absolute
prerequisite, That is the way in which
the Masters teach: never by force,
never by issuing commands, but by
showing the right way and encouraging
us to try to imitate Them.

THE CHILD: AN EGO

The teacher should realize that each
child is an ego ; and should give all the
help possible to the development of its
character. He naturally has a vast op-
portunity, because the children are in
his care to learn, and he can make of
them very much what he will. As to
the strength of this influence, a well-
known Jesuit once said: '‘Let me
have a child up to the age of eleven,
and after that he can go where he
pleases.” The teacher's influence upon
the young operates quite as much by
what he is and the way in which he
acts, as by anything directly seid to
them. He who is what he aught to
be radiates love in a strong and power-
ful influence. His position is also one
of great responsibility, for if instead of
rousing love and good qualities in his
charges he awakens fear and deceit,
he is hampering the progress of those

€gos, and thus doing serious positive
harm,

THE CHILD'S POINT OF VIEW

Small children do all sorts of things
that we cannot understand. Boys and
girls of thirteen or fourteen have a set
of motives which are somewhat nearer
to ours, but still we do not know why
they do what they do. We have to
90 back to our own youth before we
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can. realize st all what they are doing
and how things will strike them. It is
always difficult; | know that well,
because | have had very much to do at
one time and another with boys and
young people. If you put an idea
before them in a certain way in the
hope that they may perhaps take it as
you take it, sometimes they do, but
often they approach it from Quite an-
other point of view, and decide upon it
for reasons which would never have
occurred to you. Sometimes you can
make out what they are aiming at, but
sometimes you cannot, Schoolmasters
and other people who have much to
do with boys and girls ought to
make it part of their business to
try to understand their bizarre lines of
thought and feeling, because then they
are more likely to avoid offending the
young people,

any people commit this e¢rime
against themselves as well as against
their children. They do not give the
higher part of themselves an oppor-
tunity to grow. Children are often
able to see nature-spirits and other
beautiful things which older people
cannot see. There is no reason why
the older people should not see them
also, if their sensitiveness had not been
destroyed by the sort of life into
which they have so often baen plunged.
Sometimes later on in life with great
difficulty they begin to recover the
power. not only of clairvoyance, but
also the power to appreciate all that
is artistic and beautiful, all the subtle
shades of feeling and percaption that
mean culture and real education.

(Compiled from Talks on the
Path of Occuitism)
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Thoughts on a Montessori *

Festival Day

R. MONTESSORI'S arrival in India

on MNovember 4th, 1939, after

a long aeroplane journey from a Europe

already at war, was truly a wonderful

event for India. Many great Indian

people interested in educational work

had been hoping for her coming for

some years, but the Indian Citizen she

really came to see and to honour and
work for was the Indian Child.

In all countries in both hemispheres
the only important person—we mnght
say Personage—for Dr. Montessori is
that one whom she sometimes calls
The Forgotten Citizen—the Child. For
so long has he been forgotten ] today
we are beginning ta remember him and

rovide organisations to work for his
welfare and his needs; even so there
is yet much unwisdom in the doing
of [])tr Montessori knows the Child as he
is.-—a being of glory and potentiality
undreamed of, and it is as su.ch that
she honours him, recognising him truly
as a citizen of no unwort.hy city, his
true heavenly home. .That is the be-all
and end-all of her principles of educa-
tion and of her method, and it shoul'd
not be difficult for readers of this
magazine, who are young anld therefore
remember their own chfldhqqd, tc;
understand Dr. Montessori's vision o
ild.
t’.‘eﬂgglughout the year t'here are many
days of pujs and festival, when the
Gods are remembered with all their
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By EDITH F. PINCHIN

divine attributes; we know that Their
blessings are being poured on us un-
ceasingly ; yet as Their special festivals
are celebrated, we seek to reach nearer
to an understanding of Them in our
inmost beings and to make our cere-
monies a better expression for their
beauty and power. So also should we
approach the Child.

For Dr. Montessori every day in the
year is as much a day of festival for the
Child ; every day she enters into loving
communion with the innermost secret
and sacred child-nature, and it is through
this communion that she has found the
way to provide an environment which
allows the beauty and power of the
Child also to bless the world, and has
gained the inspiration to plan for the
Child the material we know as the
Montessori Apparatus.

The tiny child fitting cylinders of
different dimensions into a block ex-
actly cut to receive them, finds his
baby fingers satisfied and, as the work
is completed, his eyes are satisfied
also; therefore, (and far more im-
portant}, his soul is satisfied, for he
has found a clue of Truth which he
may use to guide him through this
world of new impressions which seems
at first so confusing to him. All the
early Montessori apparatus—the cyl-
inders, the tower, the long rods. the
prisms, sound boxes and weight tablets,
are constructed with mathematical ex-
actness and precision based on formuylae
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of which the little one using them
knows nathing as yet ; but he recognises
immediately and rejoices in the exact-
ess and truth that his hands can feel,
s eyes see and his ears hear, and is
it not the same truth that he will later
prove mathematically for himself as
now he proves it with his five senses ?
And so from his earliest days he walks
straight and fearlessly among the facts
of this interesting but ever-changing
world, because Truth is given him in
this exactness and order, and it never
tails him in any of his experiments with
the material. If you came to the
Besant Theosophical School at Adyar
today, you could see children of seven
years working with square and cube
roots, and at eight years they will work
easlly and joyously with powers of
numbers to the nth degree work
which some of us found boring or diffi-
cult at 12 years of age ; this is only
possible because the foundations were
welt and truly laid in these early ex-
pressions of truth which sensorially the
children could prove.

So we may say that the fundamental
educational principle of Dr. Montessori
is to give the child Truth always from
the beginning, for in Truth is Beauty,
Love and Joy as well,

“Beauty is truth, truth beauty.that
is all

Ye know on earth, and all ye need
to know.”

For this reason also the tiny child
can take his first steps into the realms
of music, geography, history, botany,
biolagy, zoology, in tact all the sciences
and arts because he can know, and has
an insatiable thirst to know, the true and
Correct designation of what he can see,
and that is the beginning of any branch

of . knowledge. Dr. Montessori has
noticed that, provided there is sufficient-
ly objective and concrete material for
making detailed classifications of animal
and plant life, using the accepted sci-
entific terms, the child of seven and
eight years can do this work more eas;-.
ly than the University student for whom
it is usually reserved, because at 7. 8
years the pure detail of classification
is natural to the child; he does not
speculate on his classification when
made. he only makes it as a completed
piece of work with enthusiastic joy in
its accuracy, not yet knowing that it is
a preparation for a greater work in
future years when classification is a bor-
ing task for a student who is ready for
abstract thought and reasoning on this
necessary data.

Yesterday | watched Venkatesh, aged
four, completely absorbed in waiting
for the last drop of water to fall from
the jug into the basin which he was
filing in order to wash his hands. In
two years time or thereabouts, he
will be equally absorbed in demon-
strating that he knows the exact mean-
ing of the terms concave and convex.
An attractive slip of paper will instruct
him to prepare a convex and a con-
cave surface ; there is already interest
for him in thus obeying an instruction
without the voice of the aduylt at all ;
it is dynamic reading witha purpose,
not unintelligent conning of so many
lessons in a boock. With the same
happy concentration he will manipulate
the pipette until the drop has fallen
which completes to perfection the con-
vex surface of a liquid.

At what age were you allowed to
use a pipette ? Were you absorbed or
were you impatient when waiting for
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that last drop? Probably you were
impatient because your interest was
(rightly at your later age) on the
completion of the experiment, but
if you were absorbed were you
allowed to repeat the experiment as
often as you wished ? Venkatesh will
not with to repeat exercises with
a pipette in the Middle or High
School; he will have done that long
before and attained an automatic skill
which will allow his fingers and mind to
be free to work rapidly with the main
interest of his experments. And more
important still, the whole series of ac-
tivities from his water-pouring to his
delicate experiments in the laboratory
will be associated for ever with the
joyous dignity of work perfectly and
happily accomplished. His emotional
education will have proceeded steadily
with his growing physical and mental skill.
Adults of our time do not readily accept
these facts because they seem to be
against all previous ideas of education,
but ““in all the world there are only
two kinds of people, those who know
and those who do not know, and this
knowledge is the thing that matters.”
Dr. Montessori went to ‘‘ those who
know,” the spiritual man who is each
child. Much of that which she noted
with her scientific accuracy, honesty
and precision ran counter to all her
previous views of education also, but
she had the love and courage to follow
the path indicated in the natural re-
actions of ‘* those who know.”

Perhaps having read so far, you will
think that Dr. Montessori gives every-
thing to the little child at the earliest
age possible.  No, she does not make
that mistake, as many other grown up
people do. She knows that the baby,

who at first needed only his mother,
later became happy with just the circle
of his family, and then wanted the
wider circle of school, but still needs
it to be restricted environment, the com-
fort of whose sheltering walls he can
see and where his activities are limited
to those he can understand apd per-
form freely. To put him into a large
unwalled space with many entirely
different distractions is to abandon him
to confusion, not to liberate him ; and
then guardians are necessary, and
admonitions not to go too far and not
to touch this or that impose restrictions
on his so-called liberty without aiding
him to master his environment. He
wants to be able to stand in the centre
of his little circle and be friends with
everything within it—people, furniture
and apparatus; so will he become
master in it and then himself enlarge
the circumference, till at 9 or 10 years
of age he will step fearlessly outside to
a world of exploration in company or
alone.' In his own time too he will
experiment with pageantry and the
theatre, not as a spectator but as an
actor with all the joy of emotional
expression. Later the more intellectual
debage will claim his attention and all
the time his previously gained skills will
be serving him in his immediate en-
viranment,

Thus joyously and naturally he will
complete his general education at an
earhgr_ age than usual, because he is a
prodigious worker when he sees his
work and its means of accomplish-
ment, so that even in his early teens
he can serve the environment in which
he has previously learned so much,
not leaving it as he found it when he
goes on his quests, but leaving it
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enriched. With his sensorial, emotional
and laboratory skill he can sow and reap
s small crops intelfligently, tend ani-
mals not only with love but with the
wisdom of science, and not only prepare
and serve meals but cater for his im-
me.d'a.te community in a profitable and
Sat'SFY_”?Q manner. There will be time
or ﬂf“s comrunal service (again within
certain limits) as part of his education
and before he specialises in the Uni-
versity on one particular line.

—

Last of all before he begins his adult
life of service in the world, there will
still be time for hirn to experience for
one year the joys of being 2 ' Man of‘
the Forest,” as Dr. Montessori so beau-"
tifully expresses it. His education
for entry into manhood complete, there
can be a pause wherein he may with-
draw into the silences of himself, (he
who has enjoyed the sensory, emotional
and intellectual silences as part of his

(Concluded on page 147)
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AETER SEEING “SNOW WHITE”

Bg very careful
ith the little ones,
ently bear with them now,
using eyes and misty brow
S in a sunrise ship they have been
tossed
"te and out of a world
ur hearts have lost.
ay know not what they do or say:
© chide them not this way.
0{ theirs has been a sudden revelation
) things life calls them from.
8y watched and wondered there
pell-gript and dumb.
OW tears are very near

As that wild draught is losing

nC}]antment, and again
eality suffusing
ith cold and poignant start
ach dream-stirred brain.
urmur gently
" the dim lamp glow
ords that caress,

Words half heard,

(A friend of children is Professor Spei
recently st Ooty, where he lives and works.

For we may not know
What fate their drowsiness
building now,
[B;eam-tengdrils, shadows of thought
In far-off days to be
Stronger than iron will
Has yet devised.

Go very quietly

Into the rest of the !qnely house

As they so strongly s}n}lent go,

And pray that even they,

Softlf as touch of moth upon the brow
Of innocence, may whisper

Tales that may heal the sorrows of a

world |
Not ours to see, grave legends to

restore o ‘ "
The trust of heroes, raising rom this

k
Anjartroub!ed earth a vision, beyond all

war, ‘
Of soul’s supreme ascension.

E. E. SPEIGHT
ht, whom our Editor met

He is very learnad,
a dictionary—and

knows much t ds—has halped to make tion
about ﬁﬂ? anda b}?:s l:‘;:rd in many countries. Much of his life he has
spent in Universities, at Tokyo and at Hyderabad.)



Buddhi in Babyhood

MME. BLAVATSKY'S  anticipations
of the valuable part of twentieth
century discoveries are, if possible, more
profound and remarkable in psychology
than in other departments of science.
There was a fearful outcry when she
first wrote, in the London Spiritualist of
February, 1878 (see A Modern Pana.
rion, page 137):
" In infantile life the higher facyl-
ties are not developed, but, as every-
one knows, are only in the germ, or
rudimentary.  The babe is an animal,
however * angelic ' he may, and nat-
urally enough ought to, appear to his
parents, Be it ever so beautifully
modelled, the infant body is but the
jewel-casket preparing for the jewel.
It is bestial, selfish, and, as a babe,
nothing more. Little of even the
soul, Psyche, can be perceived, ex-
cept so far as vitality is concerned :
hunger, terror, pain and pleasure ap-
pear to be the principal of its con-
ceptions. A kitten is its superior in
everything but possibilities. The grey
neurine of the brain is equally un-
formed. After a time mental qualities
begin to appear, but they relate
chiefly to external matters.”
Conventional people said then, as they
say now: ““ Even if it be true, why is it
necessary to say it, since it is such a
disagreeable truth 7

It is necessary to say these things,
because it is only by understanding
natural conditions that we can turn them
to good account. The supposition that
‘it can’t be helped,” belongs to ignor-

By KATE SMITH

ance. When we know with what we

have to work, we can give a great deal
of help.

CAUSES OF INFANTILE .
ODDITIES

We see the reason for the existence
of infantile animality in The Secret
Doctrine, Vol lll, p. 511 ;

“For while that portion of the
Divine which goes to animate the
personality, consciously separating it-
self, like a dense but pure shadow,
from the Divine Ego, wedges itself
into the brain and senses of the
foetus, at the completion of its
seventh month, the Higher Manas
does not unite itself with the child
before the completion of the first
seven years of its life.”

Again, (p. 593):

“Until the age of seven the
astral atavic germ forms and moulds
the body ; after that the body forms
the Astral.”

[tis this astral atavic germ, the karmic
elemental, and the permanent atoms
of the fower personality, with which we
have to reckon in the first seven years
of life. The permanent atoms account
for the manifold psychological oddities
of infancy, because they contain the
recard of the lower personalities of all
our previous lives in earlier races. The
infant bodies in their innocent purity
are linked with the age-long experience
of permanent atoms which have wit-
nessed everything normal and abnormal,
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fruitions and perversities, of an un-
counted series of rebirths among primi-
tive, civilized and degenerate nations
and tribes of the past. There is scarcely
an impulse of the lower nature to }"h'c

e permanent atoms cannot vibrate
while the Higher Mind is not yet there
to restrain them, if they receive .the
appropriate stimulus to throw them into
activity,

It is the enormous and incalculable
variety of experience lying behind the
Permanent atoms which accounts for
the extreme sensitiveness, the extreme
respansiveness, of the baby and young
child. There is hardly a mood of human
ife, present in your own aura, that will
Not be taken up and reproduced in
your child, and emotionally develgped
to its logical conclusion. 1t is tragically
utile to suppose that any baby is ' t0©
young to understand ’ any word, of
event, that occurs in its neighbourho()d
from the hour of its birth. For the
instinctive and emotional infant aura wil
eproduce, more faithfully than adult
understanding can do, anything it may
encounter.

MAN IN THE BECOMING

The child of an angry parent may
fall into a passion of rage which re-
Produces by way of the aroused per-
Manent atoms the berserk fighting fury
OF savage tribes. The frightened child
may suffer so severely as to injure him
or life, if the terrors of past lives are
2wakened in his permanent atoms.
child who meets with love too passion-
ate, too little cherishing tenderness,
May be so warped as to lose all possi-
1ty of adult joy in love when he grows
Older,  Pride, vanity, obstinacy, seff-
satisfaction, love of power, may be

t like a contagion from the grown-
3::931'\0 surround a tiny chll% dEXCItTIaZ
sensations are to be avol et. e
father, or big brother, .who os e 2
baby girl towards the ceiling, maglgr;‘ eve
in uncomprehended sorrow wdqm he
shews herse{lg too exqt:l:;lflztner 't ezns
sive in her affections in ater teen .

[ want her to enjoy g
Eaerri:liu an\:;y " by her emotions when

ime comes.
thalfl;‘rzze of these things shouliwlianeg.
They are all distortions of th; g: wing
form. Let the little one be kep efn rt
from those who generate strong

i ism has no
mature organism
e o th the uncontrolled

The memories of

tions. : .
means of copu‘r;lrgl wi

otions of adults. '
::::ient struggles stpred mh‘tllf %zr::
should lie quiescent in the child.

he is grown to manhood they will be

contacts oftep
rousedh : |Dlglut \g; rtlﬁlayt time. i}e will be in
enougssi;m of the higher spirgtual pgtetrs
p?ss_oil and soul and mind with Wh‘ch‘l o
z\e:; them. It is chr us, meanwhile,
ie jawel-casket.
© \?Vu:er: :‘Il: l<:eome, not merily to::i::i?e.
alise for ourse!ve§t e ex
bur:s?tci)v:ess and reSponszyenessh ot t::
s:'\ld nature, it is only just t a.f we
:hould treat it with revehr:c?t c:’r:(,’ tlional
reac
;u;:::;;;f—ifh;\': are capable of tender-
ne;sV::na |\‘/;e do this, when we Ii\./eh ne:r
child who has been treated w;‘t ::o-
. nce and tenderness f(om the mo-
:::nt of conception, we dnsc;v;r ‘as ew
and finer aspect of the zty“oms
spansiveness. The perm??: o
pt in the vibrations of all hig cock
o ofl as low ones. The chnldrw ose
;:)dv; we are tending may have live
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the presence of the Christ in a former
life. His eyes may have gazed upon
the face of Shri Krishna, or the Lord
Buddha, or any of the glorious early
Rishis. The impressions made on his
permanent atoms are not obscured by
conscious mind.  The child comes to
us as a messenger from the great days
of old, if we can make ourselves re.
ceptive of such messages,

The early races looked on wonders
denied to us, in the Iron Age. Asitis
said in The Secret Doctrine (Vol. 1,
p. 231):

“During the early beginnings of this
Race, psychic and physical intellect
being dormant and consciousness

still undeveloped, its spiritual con-

Ceptions were quite unconnected

with its physical surroundings ; . | .

divine man dwelt in his animal.

though externally human - _form. . . .

When the Lords of Wisdom, moved

by the law of evolution, infused into

him the spark of consciousness, the
first feeling it awoke to life and activ-
ity was a sense of solidarity, a one-
ness with his spiritual creators. As
the child’s first teeling is for its mother
and nurse, so the first aspirations of
the awakening consciousness in prim-
itive man were for those whose ele-
ment he felt within himself, and who
were yet outside, and independent
of him. Devotion arose out of that
feeling, and became the first and
foremost motor in his nature ; for it
is the only one which is natural in his
heart, which is innate in him, and
which we find alike in the human
baby and in the young of the animal.””

This passage sounds the key-note for
all our behaviour to babies and young
children. Knowing the absence of the

Higher Mind in children under seven,
knowing also that .
“The flesh is a thing of habit; it

will repeat mechanically a good im-

pulse as well as a bad one”” (The

Secret Doctrine, Vol. i, p. 559),
we see the unity underlying the teach-
ings of modern psychology and those
of the great mystic poet Wordsworth :
“ . Trailing clouds of glory do we

come

From God, who is our home ;
Heaven fies about us in our infancy !
Shades of the prison house begin to

close

Upon the growing Boy,

But He beholds the light, and whence
it Hows,

He sees it in his joy ;

The Eouth who daily further from the
ast

Must travel, still is Nature’s Priest,

And by the vision splendid

Is on his way attended,”

The lack of Higher Mind in the child
means that his contacts are established
through actions and through the emo-
tions. Gentleness in action must be
our watchword. If we fulfil our trust
to him, no child will ever need to
whimper for tugged hair, or careless
washing. Instant cleanliness for every
child with reverent gentleness in every
movement will prevent half the nervous
troubles of later years. Daevotion in
our hearts will hold his emotions in a
happy security that prevents the other
half of such ills. For are not all emo-
tions—the Kamic elements—a reflec-
tion, on a lower plane, of Buddhi?

There are seven sub-planes in the
Emotional Plane, the highest but one of
these is the Astral-Buddhic sub-plane.
By cultivating the purest unemotional
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l;mpassion and devotion of the Bud-

¢ Astral in our feelings towards our
2bies, and towards all the world while
Ur babies five with us, we shall save
;nijm from all unwholesome vagaries
5hanne.'v°“5 ailments then or later. We
it Jve them at fast a fair chance in

€ and make the world a better place.
thzogop sts have always carried out
abst st law of modern psychology by
ey amn?g from coercion, intimidation, or

€n guidance of their children. There is

som?thing of the still, restrained dis-
?ass;on of a yogi in Theosophical devo-
1on, Dr'

a . Graham Howe has invented
Th9°°d simile for the attitude of a
e°5°Phl§t to his loved ones : If you
“ght{our light shine before them. as a
ne d°USe. you will find there is no
£C o take action as a lifeboat.
throt :Cfmg on the Kamic elements
nemg Buddhi, the Christ-spirit, as
festoy' @5 we can conceive of it, we are
or 1ng the original unity of nature.
' %ee what Mme. Blavatsky says of

ama. in her Theosophical Glossary :
o K?P;'s, i:h:elfrés of Hpesiod, degradgdi
into Cupid by exoteric law, and slh’r
more degraded by a later popu z;s
sense attributed to the ter?, sota'
Kama a most mysterious an r\r}edic
physical subject. The earhe'r ethe
description of Kama alone gives ‘
key-note to what he emblema;lnz; -
Kama is the first cons_clous,ia -eod
bracing desire for umversadgfoe!s,
love, and for all thgt lives asr\h eﬁrst’
needs help and kindness, the st
feeling of infinite tender cor}r:pz::s;ns-
and mercy that arose mo t eForce
ciousness of the creative ned being‘
as soon as it ca!:ne p:gtscgnia _?rE\ g
the . y
tal:ea lr??; f(’(:rga, ‘ Desire first arose u;
IT, which was the primal gern;\ i:
rind. o e e
with their inteliect, ha e
i their heart to be the bond w
lc:r:>rt:r\xects Entity with.non-ggitn‘tx, or
Manas with pure Atmé-Buddhi.

—
{From page 143)

since  babyhood) before
th full vigour into the full
his mature faculties.

Ma?'lo; “°¢. the Laws of Manu state that
“agesn f'§ life should experience the
the hoo infancy, studentship, that of
o tous:::-?,tie}:'. t:\en that of the ma?
; IS larger community o
p":"!r:ce and country.gand finally reyach
) ManeSt and withdrawal of such a
fife We!!? the Forest” between one
ved and another approaching ?

Pat inspirat;

este on led Dr. Montessor_i,
fightnesg fnfer' to declare the intrinsic
Young ?‘. 8 pian of educaticn for the
which is an epitome of the

education

Plunging wi
Exercise of

' le life, so
's Laws for a mans who
mg2ui; h?:{ education itself he should

tread the steps he wil tread in the

larger cycle of one incarnation ? The

i ive the words o
tern Scriptures give the '
ElairsnegNho knows and plans ; Dr. Mon

tessori went in a spirit of dedication

and festival to His chﬂd;ezof'gei:; g:::
their spiritual home, an o o
the " shades of the priso Nouse oo

Id of matenahty” ea 0
;r:m wo trhose who know " this knowl

hich matters.
ed'gfe zlln 'her birthday we too canit;‘ezc:;
towards a festival conurr':‘t;; \'Me th het
ision, we too

:l?: é::;dt,r'ﬂessiah she so wonderfully

and beautifully serves.



The Order of the Round Table

HE Order of the Round Table is a
jeague of young people banded
together for service. The name is taken
from that glorious and ancient Order
founded by King Arthur, who gathered
round him a galaxy of splendid Knights
who kept as their motto, ' Live Pure,
Speak True, Right Wrong, Follow the
King."

The world needs today, more than
ever before, youths inspired with the
same knightly ideal, an ideal that
spurs one on to constant deeds of
heroism, service and sacrifice. * The
ideal Knight is strong, brave, truthfyl,
tender, courteous, self-controlled: he
never raises his hand against one weaker
than himself, nor takes an unfsir ad-
vantage of another, nor is unfaithful to
a friend, nor speaks ill of the absent.
3 5 iswatchword and gentleness

ia{?‘“ srifamant.\Je is helpful and con.
%  siderate, especja}
-:)" less in danger, ¢8pny

forgiving when'y
child and the anii@l.Y\ What a glorious
: ideal for thg youthsf all countries to
follow ! O\\Q‘)

Nl

The Round Table is a symbolic Order
and has its great place in the build-
ing up of the life and character of
youth. It has beautiful ceremonies
which bring inspiration and through
which great things are achieved. The
idea ot those who take part in them is
to form channels through which streams
of spiritual force may be poured out
upon the world.

Those who join the Order are asked
to think every day of the Great King,
and to perform every day some act of
service for Him. In His Kingdom Love
prevails, for He is the King of Love, and
only those can enter His Kingdom who
love Him and try to serve Him.

The Order was founded in England
by George Herbert Whyte in 1908, and
is now established in over 30 countries,
including India. Dr. George S. Arundale
is the Protector of the Order and Sri-
mati Rukmini Devi, the Senior Knight.

All young people who wish to join
the Order, or to know more about it
are requested to write to Miss Tehmina
K. Wadia, the Chief Knight for India,
The Theosophical Colony, Juhu, Bombay.
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THE CROW'S NEST
THE CALL TO WOMANHOOD

CREATIVE expressions attain their perfectness through emotions
modulated, Woman has that exprassion natural to her, the
cadence of restraint in her behaviour, producing poetry of life.  This

guiding, mos
ety of creations in literature,

india woman bas been des-
.. From the

:?5 been an inspiration to mam, t often unconsciously,
is restless energy into an immense vari
This is why i

Shakti, the Creative Power .
aturatly accepted the train-

art, music and religion.
cribed as the symbol of
.beginning of our society, women ha
ing which imparts to their life and to t
It is their instinct to perform their s
these, through beauty, might be raise
to the realm of grace. The women
the building up of social life they are artists and not artisans. But all
expressions of beauty lose their truth when compelled to accept the
patronage of the gross and the indifferent. Therefore, when neces-

Sity driVes women to fashion their ‘|fe to the taste Of the insensitive
mes a tragedy of desecra-

or the sensual, then the whale thing beco
tion. Society is full of such yragedies. A great part of the laws
149

ve n
heir home a spirit of harmony.

ervices in such a manner that
d from the domain of slavery
have tried to prove that in

)
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The Great Sing Alone % . .
and social regulations guiding the relationship of man and woman i'"\}\ s ;‘5 :."
are relics of a barbaric age when the brutal pride of exclusiveness BY LEORGE S\ARﬁJNJiA-
of possession had predominance in human relations . . . The vulgar-

ity of it still persists in the social bond between the sexes because of

the economic helplessness of woman.  Nothing makes us so stupidly

mean as the sense of superiority which the power of the purse

confers upon us . . . At last the present age has sent its cry to

' woman, asking her to come out from her segregation, to restore

//;,x‘f? ‘_"'?’E;?"e ‘h~astual ::p;err:j:zdotfoailetr:zt is human in the world 9f humanity.

- -he "R rou mber that womanliness is not chiefly

/.) decoratiyes. Byt is like vital health which not only imparts beauty's
dy but joy to the mind and perfection of life.

bloom to\{%

~-RABINDRANATH TAGORE,
in The Mentor, New York.

vt 8
_,;“‘ «y

THE POET

,‘ Qut of the deep and the dark,

A sparkling mystery, a shape,

Something perfect,

Comes like the stir of the day :

One whose breath is an odour,

Whose eyes show the road to stars

The breeze in his face, '

The glory of Heaven on his back.

He steps fike a vision hung in air,

Diffusing the passion of Eternity.

His abode is in the sunlight of morn

The music of eve his speech : ’

In his sight,

One shall turn from the dust of the grave
And move upward to the woodland. '

—YONE NOGUCHI

.o It was a wonderful sight to see
Dr. Besant and Dr. Tagore stroling
through the grounds in earnest con-
verse—two  venerable, white-haired
figures, each reverenced throughout the
world, each a great servant of India,
each a great messenger from the Future
calling upon the Present to move on-
wards to its destiny. Dr. Besant has
gone onwards. Dr. Tagore is still with
us. But both belong to that great
company of elder brethren who are
Fire-Pillars in the darkness of our grow-
ing world. That each must fail to
receive from the world the fullness of
recognition is inevitable, or the world
would not be where it is, nor they
where they are. Each haslived magnifi-
cently, and the world has seen but
partially.  If either could be disap-
pointed, there has indeed been cause
for disappointment—in the case of
Dr. Besant because India did not realize
her intensely practical wisdom, in the
case of Dr. Tagore because India does
not understand either Santiniketan or
his own exquisite artistry.

But the great must ever be far away
from the small ; and their joy and satis-
faction must needs lie not in the appre-
ciation of the small, not in the recepti-
vity of the small, but in their own
consciousness of the truth and beauty
of the pictures they paint and of the
ideals they disclose. Applause is hardly
for them, save now and then, and when
it comes it is generally for that part of
the picture, for that aspect of the
ideal, which merits least approval. t

is enough for them to sing alone to-day
that which the whole world will sing
when its voice is more attuned to the
Song of Life, and when they themselves
will be making one music as before, but
vaster.—(The Theosophist, 1934)

* *

RIGHT MEMORIAL

| read in the press that while on the
one hand George Bernard Shaw wants
a de luxe edition of the Poet’s works
distributed among the various national
libraries, H. G. Wells on the other hand
wants a memorial more in the shape of
a wider study of Indian history. In
India we want an intensification of the
Tagore spirit especially among the
young, and the continuing of his Santi-
niketan as a cherished memorial to his
selfless services to India.' Let busts and
statues come when they can.  But let
plans be devised for the encouragement
in young India of the Tagore spirit in all
its beautiful culture and fervent patrio-
tism. | am always afraid lest we run
after forms and forget the life when
we devise memorials to greatness.
This certainly has been the case in
regard to Dr. Besant. She has been
quickly forgotten save in all the things
that do not matter at all, though there
are constant protestations as to the
unique services she rendered to India
for almost the whole of her public life
both in England and in India too.

i A few days ago Gandhiji has suggested that
true homage to Dr. Tagore can be paid only
by maintaining Santiniketan,
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India’s memory is short where it
should be vivid, and we must take zare
lest the fate which has overtaken so
many of India’s noblest sons of com-
paratively recent times does not gradu-
ally insinuate itself round about the
beloved Gurudev and Poet. Who hears
of Andrews nowadays? Who hears
of Jawaharlal Nehru? Who hears of
Gokhale, the Great, of Tilak, of India’s
Grand Old Man_ Dadabhai Naoroji ?
Who hears of Besant nowadays ? Soon,
when all the fever of his passing has
subsided, who will hear of Rabindra-

nath Tagore ? Perhaps the best memo-
rials to these great souls would be
Societies to keep alive their memories,
not the little insignificant activities which
are dotted about the country and go
by the name of one or another of
them, but great All-India movements
within a stili greater all-inclusive All-
India movement to commemorate, to
remember, the lives of all those who
have been universally acclaimed as
notable servants of the Motherland.

India must remember her Great, or
she will lose her own greatness.

The Master Dramatist'

AND 50 the Poet has passed. India

and the world are not the poorer
for such a passing, for when the great
and the beautiful of life pass on it brings
a glorious sunset diffusion of their spirits’
light, which, while fettered within the
one small cage of the body, is not
wing-free and universal in its light-
shedding.
. For now his name is ours and his
incarnation is in the hearts and lives of
every Indian and every civilized man
and woman--and of course child_in
the world.

In those slim, blue volumes with the
dignified gold lettering, spelling titles
of simplicity and depth, how often have
we touched the true soul of the Poet’s
Mother-india ? He had the real wing-
ing breeze of that poetic breathing
which a child has. it is this quality
which as writer of drama appeals
almost in spite of the barrier of the

By ALEX. ELMORE

brain. There is a genuine lyric beauty
not only in the word or even idea, but
in the dramatic tension and line. His
dramas are never taut—never strained
or burdened, however deeply true the
spiritual truth expressed. [t is pure
poetry in every dimension. In this he
has surely brought to the world the
essence of his Motherland. No less,
to his Motherland has he brought a
song of sheer beauty_—at times beauty
with a stringent teaching or with a
prophetic cry of uncovered shame. It
is all this, and something of that strong
bui{ winged spirit of the lovely Pegassus
which makes of India's Poet a Master
Dramatist.

Rabindranath Tagore will ever mean
for us that exquisite simplicity of spiritual
depth which is Indian and which is not
of temporary stuff or fashioning. It
belongs to all times and all men—for it
is of the Devas, and the Gods,

The Poet Son of India

PEAKING to a gathering of children
a few years ago he' said: “

know | lock rather formidable, with my
great beard and white hair, and tiow-
ing Indian robe, and people who know
me by my exterior, make the absurd
mistake that | am an old man, and give
me a higher seat, and pay me defer-
ence by keeping at a distance from
me. But if | could show you my heart,
you would find it green and young —
perhaps ycunger than some of you
who are standing before me.”" In his
face ane sees a great calm-—the impress
of that wonderful peace which is seldom
found in western lands of bhurry ‘and
strain. But it is not a peace gained
from inactivity. Rather it is the peace
which comes only to those who live in
that higher realm where great ideals
are their daily thoughts.

* *

A MYSTIC

.- One morning, | happened to be
standing on the verandah, lqokmg at
the trees on the ground oppesite. The
sun was just rising through the leafy
tops of those trees. As | cgntlnued to
gaze, all of a suddena covening seemed
to fall away from my eyes, and | found
the world bathed in a wonderful radi-
ance, with waves of beauty an_d oy
swelling on every side. This radiance
pierced in a moment through the folds
of sadness and despondency which had
accumulated over my heart, and flooded
it with this universal light. That very
day the poem, The Awakening of the
Waterfall, gushed forth, and coursed
on like a veritable cascade. The poem

1 Dr. Rabindranath Tagore.

came to an end, but the curtain did
not fall upon the joy aspect of the
Universe. And it came to be so that
no person or things in the world seemed
to me trivial or unpleasing. Thus |
gained this further insight which has
Jasted all my life. —Tagoere.

AN ARTIST

To those who have read his works,
but have not known him personally,
Tagore will only be an exquisite writer
of English, an idealist, 2 mystic. There
is an artistic versatility, however, in his
nature, which is unsuspected by the
literary public, but which evokes a great
admiration in those who know him. He
is a sweet singer, and has written many
beautiful songs, many of which are sung
through the length and breadth of
india. He is a delightful actor, and |
myself have seen him perform, to a
select audience in his own house at
Calcutta, the charming little play, The
Post Office. Old as he is, yet life
overflowed in him as he danced grace-
fully, and sang wistful, delicate melodies
to the joy of all present. Deep though
he is by nature, he has a very keen
cense of humour, and in My Reminis-
cences he displays an abundance of
this happy gift.

L *

AN EDUCATIONIST

| think that Tagore is little known to
the world as a teacher. But he has
chosen teaching to be his avocation
and has made a new departure in the
education of Indian children. He is
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imbued with the spirit of the ancient
system of learning in India. During the
last few centuries Indian education has
bee}n in a deplorable condition. The
ancient ideals are largely forgotten,
and the profession of the teacher
carries with it no honour now. Tagore
has founded a school in Bolpur, near
Caleutta, with a view to bring back
into  the life of the Indian student
sorpething of the power and energy
wblch the old method stimulated, some-
thnng' of a true conception of life
and its purpose, and in addition to

help to assimilate the best that the
West has to teach,

* % *

A CELEBRATED INDIAN

On one occasion in London after
the reading of the poet's play Chitra
Mr. Montagu' describes how, when
riding through an Indian forest at night
he came ugon a clearing where two or
three men sat round a fire.

‘ ‘ Not bein
certain of his road, he was glad tg
dismount and rest his tired horse.

Shortly after he had joined t

a poor-looking, ill-clotjhed |ad+2r?1;025{
of the forest, and sat down also at the
fire. First, one of the men sang a
song and then another. The boy's turn
came, and he sang a song more beauti-
ful both in words and music than the
rest. When asked who had made the
sonhg, he said that he did not know..
“they were singing this song every-
where. A while after, Mr. §4ontargyu
heard the words and music again, this
time in a very different place, and when
he asked for the name of the maker of
the song, he heard for the first time

V Late Secretary of State for India.

the name Rabindranath Tagore. Ernest
Rhys in his book on Tagore.

A TRUE PATRIOT

ITagore loves his Motherland India
wnh an intense devotion that is as real
as it is beautiful ; but he is not patriotic
in the way in which people commonly
are. His is a nature which rises above
tbe narrow conceptions of local patrio-
tism.  The love he has for his own
people does not blind him to the worth
of others. Tagore, belongs in a real
sense to all the countries which have
access to his writings. He is a believer
in humanity as a whole, and not only in
isolated portions of it. He has travelled
in many lands and met with peoples of
dlfferent types; and because of his
innate spiritual perceptions he has
Fhe power to appreciate the greatness
in foreign Nations.

A great mind like that of Tagere
greatly quickened the possibility of a
close friendship between the western
countries and india. He has prepared
the way for a sympathetic linking of the
|dea?ls of the East and the West. Hither-
to it has been the West that has
moved to the East. Of the life and

thought of the East little was known in
the West.

A SEER

But in recent years, the culture of
the East has been making its way in
western lands.  Tagore says : It is the
culture that enjoins man to look for his
true wealth and power in his inner soul,
the culture that gives self-possession in
the fgce of loss and danger, self-sacri-
fice wu'thout counting the cost or hoping
for gain, defiance of death, acceptance

185

of countless social obligations that we
owe to men as social beings.” * This
culture of the East”, he continues, “'will
change the aspects of madern civilisa-
tion, infusing life in it where it is 3
machine, substituting the human heart
for cold expediency, not caring so muc'h
for power and success as for harmoni-
ous and living growth, for truth and
beauty.’ Like all rare thinkers who see

clearly into the future, he believes that
the ' world's peace and happiness lie not
in fostering the sense of division among
the various peoples, but most certainly
in promoting mutual understanding
among them, which alone can lead to
a rational and true civilisation.

(The above is adapted from an article- .

by Mr. D. Rajagopalacharys ‘D?.f'?.e/.}( (:\\

Young Citizen, 1923.)« "

B

The Celestial Veena-Player

September 29, is this year the Saraswati
Puja Day. This Puja always merks the con-
clusion of the Navarathri festival which isa
worship dedicated to the Mother, in Her three-
fold aspect of Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswati
—the Shakti manifestations of the Trinity. It
is the day on which we offer our tools of daily
fabour 6 be consecrated by the Wisdom-God-
dess, that we may go out into the New Year
with the Light of Her Blessing. In these dark
days such festivals, when rightly celebrated,
release spiritual force for the benefit of the
world. The following was written by a de-
votee of Art on the day after Saraswati Puja.

®

VERY artist, every true citizen,
loves the instruments and vehi-

cles which make his life full, useful .and
happy. There is a sense of companion-
ship and intimacy with those things we
use in daily life or by which we can
express ourselves or gain further ex-
perience and knowledge. It is, there-
fore, a wonderful and true act that
every year we worship and address our
aspirations towards Saraswati—She who
is Wisdom, Knowledge and Divine Grace,
the Player on the Celestial Veena. ftis
a perfect act of dedication that we lay
before Her those things which are
Hers insomuch that they allow Her Wis-

7
-

dom and Grace to manifest themselves.
through us. On this day it is in our
hearts to re-dedicate our bodies, feel-
ings and thoughts that throughout the
coming year we may be worthy instru-
ments in Her hands —perfectly tuned to
be played as perfect Veenas by Her
hands. .

That She comes to every place where
we prepare a place for Her on this
festival is true. The day following,
Vijayadasami, is always fragrant with
Her presence. It is as though a Lotus
has blossomed on every object dedi-
cated and worshipped and when we
take our books to learn, our tools to
work with or our daily household uten-
sils, they shine in our hands with a new
light and feel as though made of purest
substance,

Then it is that we can pour out our
devotion and gratitude to Her with
purer hearts, cleaner hands and go to
our work in Her Name. We perform
Saraswati Puja and start our new year
with a new work—scintillating with
happy creative joy which only true
dedication to Saraswati can bring.



Signpost of Ancient India

IN India today, Art has taken a very

definite hold on the imagination
of the people, for the whole of India is
interested in every art, and particularly
in the art of dancing. In different waves
of civilization a nation’s thoughts turn
first into one channel and then into
another, and consequently the life in
each waxes and wanes. Today we view
?? approaching flood-tide of artistic
ife.

My own interest in the arts has al-
ways been a part of me. | have never
cared for any other education but the
artistic and the spiritual, but does not
that include all other education? In
whatever country | have travelled, |
have tried not to waste my time but
have endeavoured to learn something
of the arts of the nation, particularly
music, painting and drama.

Later when | saw for the first time
two well-known Bharata Natya expon-
ents, I'was surprised by their technigue,
Fhelr grace, and the essential spiritual-
ity of the dance-form though 1 dis-
cover'ed that all such professionals had a
certain element in their dance which
I knew was not part of Bharata Natya
but was part of their own interpretation
of the dance. | have always felt and
have since known for myself that the
dance is a philosophy of life and a
spiritual expression.

Many dancers take their forms from
sculpture but | feel that ancient Indian
sculpture has taken its form from the
dance. In India the very soul of the
dance is spirituality.  All the arts have

By RUKMINI DEVI

derived their inspiration from our great
Teachers and they produce an atmo-
sphere of uniqueness which, devoid of
devotion, becomes dull and uninterest-
ing. It has been quoted by many
learned scholars that the dance is a
philosophy in itself, that through the
dance may be given to the world true
life and understanding of life and
thal through the dance can come
Moksha or salvation both to the audi-
ence and to the dancer if they are
properly attuned to it. Though this
may sound very exaggerated to many
wha know only the modern dance, it is
my own experience that during the
moment of dance can come a spiritual
Light as great as through any worship
in a Temple or Church.

But 1 feel that in India art has always
been impersonal, and that.it has never
been for the onlocker either to praise
or to criticize, but merely to feel. In
modern days unfortunately art has be-
come merely a matter of fame. There
are many true and great artists who are
old-fashioned, who belong to the vil-
lage. and who are still unconscious of
publicity or fame and there is some-
thing very spiritual and simple in that
one-pointed devotion to art . a devo-

tion which is not concerned with the
outside world.

A DANGER TO INDIA

It is also sad that combined with the
revival of interest in the arts has come
a very grave danger to India—the
danger of ugliness masquerading as
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Beauty. Perhaps pecple do not know
enough about art. particularly the dance.
to be able to distinguish the real from
the unreal ; for anyone with even a few
months' learning and with very little
knowledge, by the aid of costumes and
orchestra, is able to win an audience.

Besides real knowledge of the dance,
belicf is a most essential requisite for
the dancer. It is no use to dance on
the thernes of Gods and Goddesses un-
less one believes in those Gods and
Goddesses. | know that this is an
opinion with which many people will
not agree, but there is a certain some-
thing a dancer can produce when he
or she believes, which is never possible
otherwise.

Bharata Natya in South India has
been degraded rot only by the pro-
fessional dancer hut mostly by the
audiences who were willing to encour-
age wulgarity. But the dance itself is
such, and its form is such, that in the
hands of the right person, it can easily
assume its rightful and original place.

| have seen practically all types of
dances throughout India, but the classic
style, the beauty, the dignity, and the
obvious grandeur of Bharata Natya, in
my opinion, cannot be equalled by
what | might call, her daughters. While
every form of dance, whether it be
tolk, semi-classical, or classical, must
have a place in the nation, just as there
must be a place for all types of people,
Bharata Natya is satisfying to every type
of person, for to the untutored it may
be enjcyable ; to the learned, it may
be beautiful and to the intuitive, it
reveals oceans and oceans of happiness.
Yet it must be emphasized that its
technique is so difficult, that | feel
Bharata Natya is meant only for the

few to learn, as it needs many quali-
fications before the dancer can really
be called an artist and not a mere
technician.

Few dancers either know the true
meaning of the mudras, the mandalas,
etc. but learn the poses for the sake
of effect. Like everything in ancient
Indian art and science, every detail is
thought out, every detail is well conceiv-
ed. every detail has a place and mean-
ing. Just as the ancient South Indian
bronzes were made to the correct pro-
portion according to the Shastras, given
tor the helping of those who wished to
attain the best results, so were rules
and regulations made for the position
of the body and the mudras in Bharata
Natya.

THE DEVA OF THE MOVE-
MENT

In modern days sculptors are copy-
ing these bronzes, and attempting to
follow the Shastras, but they are not
able to produce the beauty that was
achieved by the artists of ancient days,
because though they follow the rules,
they have lost the spirit. Rules in
themselves are not enough. Words
are not enough. Knowledge is not
enough.  There must be a spirit which
one might almost call “a Deva of
Movement.” This spirit is intangible and
can never be described, as nothing
great in the world can be described.
But this spirit is most easily and pro-
foundly available through the art of
Bharata Natya when it is properly
mastered and understood.

Bharata Natya is obviously an art
meant for the Temple. It is surprising
to feel the perfect harmony between
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Temple architecture, bronze sculpture,
the Temple dance-—Bharata Natya,
Termple music and Temple musical in-
struments like the Nagaswaram.

India was never a land where the
arts were separated from life. The arts
were taken from life and life was given
by the arts. This is a very important
principle that should always be remem-
bered by the artistes who desire a
renaissance of the arts. In my own
Schoo! and Art Centre, Kaldkshetra, at
Adyar, | very specially emphasize this
indian spirit in which the daily life and
mind of the dancer or artist is con-
secrated to the Highest, in which the
the artist will think of no reward
of public opinion, for public opinion
changes from time to time while true
art never changes. | am more interest-
ed in making artists than in creating
technicians, though it can never be
possible to produce many great geni-
uses. In this same spirit in Kalakshetra
we have classes in literature, in drama,
in music, in sculpture. in painting, in
Kathakali and Bharata Natya for | feel
that no artist can ever be a fine one
unless he learns more than the aone art
in which he is most deeply interested.
A back ground in which the emotions
and the mind expand and become cul-
tured will directly affect the art. There-
tore, there is needed a profound know-
ledge of literature in the students’
mother-tongue, in English, and parti-
cularly in Samskrit, for Samskrit gives an
atmosphere which is unique and es-
sential for all arts. So our dance pupils
must have a general education, as well
as a knowledge of the stage, of costume,
of colour, etc.

How sad is it that in these modern
days people treat the dance so lightly

that they think anyone can learn to
dance in a few months. If a chemist
is not allowed to compound medicines
without full knowledge and experience,
how can a dancer manage with a mere
smattering of knowledge ? While no
scientist will be respected unless he
has a minimum knowledge of his sub-
ject, it seems as if any dancer can
acquire a reputation purely by show-
manship and advertisement. There are
many fields of art by which India can
be very strongly influenced.—surely the
cinema is one-—but we do not look
upon Indian art with the eyes of the
westerner. It is really strange that we
cannot see beauty for ourselves.

SHOULD DANCE FORMS BE
BLENDED ?

I find that many people ask me whe-
ther | believe in the proper blending of
many forms of the Indian dance. |am
myself on principle opposed to it. | do
not say that this is impossible, but | do
say that those who have attempted to
blend the various types of dance have,
so far as | have seen. blended them
more because they know much of all.
Each dance-form has its own special
and unique emphasis. For example.
though Kathakali greatly resembles
Bharata Natya in the mudras, Kathakali
is  Néatya or the dance drama in
which various dancers take the differ-
ent characters in the drama. It em-
phasizes Abhinaya, but its emotions are
portrayed in conventional facial expres-
sions achieved through very clever
muscular training. In Bharata Natya,
it is the story-teller who portrays the
many characters, and the emotions are
expressed by a spontaneous and natural
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feeling without much technicality of
facial expression. Therefore, were the
Bharata Natya dancer to have little feel-
ing, it would be most difficult for her
to be expert at Abhinaya and if she
has no feeling there can be no Abhi-
naya at 2ll. So even with so many
likenesses, it is difficult to blend the arts
of Bharata Nitya and Kathakali.

1 know definitely, so far as these two
dance forms are concerned, many
modern dancers, after seeing one or
two performances, carry away an im-
pression of one or two movements that
they like and then they incorporate them
in thetr own dances without fully learn-
ing the best way of expressing those
movements.  To those who have spe-
cialized in any of the arts, the result
comes as a shock. Manipuri teachers
of the dance have expressed the same
opinion for each exponent of a dance-
form discovers a mutilation of his own

4 1

art, introduced for the sake of building
up what is called the “‘modern dance.”

Is the modern dance to be a creation
purely from lack of knowledge and a
blending of the ugly, or is it to be the
result of a deep and life-long study and
experience, with a wise -blending if there
is to be ablending at all ? In my own
dancing there are certain expressions
which | have changed-..| have attempt-
ed to create a costume and stage-
setting which is both simple and direct ;
| have introduced many great and beauy-
tiful songs of South India which had
never in the past been used as themes
tor the dance. But ) have tried to do
this in the spirit of India and her glori-
ous traditions, so that | could go further
along that road towards which the great
signpost of ancient India has ever
pointed.

(From Art and Culture)

Tagore at Adyar

Two Young Citizens, Mr. Felix Layton and
Miss Dorothy McBrayer, both from US.A.,
interviewed Dr. Rabindranath Tagore on his
last visit to Adyar in 1934.

lT was our privilege to interview Dr.

Rabindranath Tagore at Adyar.
We could not help feeling that we had
caught a glimpse of the true greatness
of the man which is not possible to
obtain without close contact.

The Poet has been Adyar's guest for
more than a week, and is staying in the
Blavatsky Gardens with the beautiful
banyan ‘tree just in front of the big
white house. He prefers to stay at

Adyar when he is in Madras because
Adyar is so lovely, and comfortable for
him. His secretary told us that he likes
to recollect the times he used to come
here when Dr. Besant was alive and to-
gether they would sit under the banyan
tree and have informal talks; and the
old artist missed his hostess of former
years.

We found him sitting at a window
table dressed in a reddish-brown dhoti
and kurta, engaged in making crayon
drawings. Upon our entrance he put
these away, and afterwards referred to
them as his ** child's play ", for he has
only recently taken up this line of artistic
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expression and feels that he has nof yet
mastered its technique. There is an
atmosphere about some people which
makes one realize at once that one s
in the presence of greatness. Dr. Tagore
has this atmosphere. perhaps because
he is one of the most original thinkers
and artists in the world. As scon as
you hear the Poet speak you realize that
you are not listening to other people’s
thought at second hand, but are hear-
ing words which represent the result of
active thinking by a great mind.  Both
of us felt the power of his personality
as the old man raised his snow-white
head and gazed at us for a moment be-
fore asking us to be seated.

When we asked him in a friendly
way if he were feeling better he at
once answered in a way that made one
realize that he was telling the truth. He
said that he was feeling better, but
that was not an easy task which he had
undertaken. He said he was going
about the country as a beggar, a thing
he dislikes to do. and at times he and
his troupe have been forced to bring
their art and culture to the level of
those who are unresponsive and not
artistic by nature, in order to make
money for his Institution at Santiniketan.
This should not be so, he said. The
people should come to them. After
all, the spirit of the Institution is much
more important than the material side,
and though he is proud of it at present,
it has not reached his ideal and prob-
ably never will. Yet this does not
discourage him, for he thinks it is worth
while for the Institution to strive and
work towards this ideal.

In discussing the question of Home
Rule for India, the Poet said with con-
viction that Home Rule could never be

“ established upon the negative basis
of hatred against an alien Government,
but it must be upon a perfect spirit of
sympathy and co-operation among the
different provinces of India and sections
of its people. S0 long as we remain
separate, and ignorant of each other’s
life, and apathetic to its needs, the
superstructure of our political freedom
will be raised upon a quicksand of un-
reality.”

Before we left we asked him for his
autograph, and he told us of his experi-
ence with autograph seekers in other
parts of the world. They are most
numerous in Japan, he said, for there
he could not go along the street with-
out having some of them tearing out
their sleeves and offering them for
autographs. Nearly always after he
had signed, they would present him
with the pen. and so he had quite a
collection of fountain-pens after his
visit to Japan. As he said that he
laughed so heartily we knew he was
fully enjoying the delightful recollecticn
of an amusing experience.,

We believe we gained an impression
of the Poet different from that which
most people get who see him in public.
His face was alive, and gave us the
sense that he must somchow have
found the secret of eternal youth. His
eyes shone and sparkled and looked
right at us with the earnestness of a
young man who has just found a new
ideal and wants to give it ta the whole
world, and his smile and laugh are the
happiest things to see and hear.

We carried with us the impression
that we had met a man who could
think for himself. who said what he
thought, and who was alive to the
humour of life.

Home of Peace

HANTI-NIKETAN  ASHRAMA  has
been the dearest home on earth
to me for many years. What is in my
inmost heart, hidden deep down, is an
inextinguishable longing to be away
from the tumult and the strife of
tongues, in which, for months past, my
life seems to have become involved and
to be back again once more beneath the
Sal trees and the mango groves of
Shqnti-Niketan, where the children sing
their songs, and play their games, and
do their work ; where the spirit of peace
and beauty reigns supreme ; where the
open sky is spread out overhead, in all
its mfinite mystery, with its sun-rises
and its sun-sets, with its full moon-lit
beauty at night. and those wonderful
dark, purple evenings, when the stars
come out one by one, and seem to
stoop down to earth to whisper their
secrets into the ears of mortal men.
Our own Poet and Teacher, whom we
call Gurudeva, has named it in his
song, “ The Darling of Qur Hearts " ;
and it is worthy of the name. All who
have visited the Ashrama, old and
young alike, have felt its inner beauty
growing more and more upon them.
: * *
| feel sure, in my own mind, that the
presence of the Spirits of such saintly
lives as those of Maharshi Devendra-
nath Tagore, the father of the Poet,
who lived in the Ashrama during most
of the closing years of his life, and of
the Poet's eldest brother, the philos-
opher and sage, Dwijendranath Tagore,
who is fiving there still in his old age—

: By C. F. ANDREWS

I feel sure that the spiritual presence
of these lives pervades our Ashrama
evg.rv;\ when the bodily form departs.
ere are stories alread
Shanti-Niketan, how Mag’a:;‘\id a?oor:‘t
years ago, came to the spot iust' as thg
sun was setting; how he sat beneath
the two Chhattim trees which were
covered with wh'\te-ﬂowering creepers
and meditated upon God, while nighé
came down over the open plain. When
the moon appeared in all her splend-
our, he was still rapt in prayer. At the
time of the golden morning sun-rise
Maharshi was still seater—his heart. all
through the wakeful night, filled to
overflowing with the joy of the love of
God. He said to himself : ** This is my
place of rest, the end of my pilgrim-
age.” And he remained there year
after year. He gave to the spot its
present name, Shanti-Niketan, the
Home of Peace.
Another story runs, how the captai

of a robber-band came to the :)FI)::I:
thinking that some Sadhu had secretl);
buried there a hidden treasure; and
when he saw the peace and heavenly
radiance of Maharshi’s face, he fell at
his feet and asked forgiveness, and be.
came Maharshi's disciple.

If | were to describe to you one day
in the Ashrama with the boys, that
would perhaps best bring home to you
its inner beauty. Long before sun-
rise, like birds in our own Amloki groves
our boys are awake. The chorister;
are the first to rise, and they go round
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the Ashrama, singing their morning
hymn. You can hear the voices in"the
distance, drawing nearer and nearer ;
and then the sound dies away, as the
choir passes on to another part of the
Ashrama.

After an interval, each boy takes his
asan = his square of carpet into the
fields, and sits down on it to meditate,
in his own place, alone., Later on, be-
fore the school work begins, the boys
all stand together in the shade of the
trees, and sing their hymn to God.

Till about half-past ten, the work of
the school goes on.  We have no class
rooms. The boys sit with their teachers
in the open air, under the trees. There
are no large classes. A group of eight
or ten boys will be seated round the
teacher asking him questions. Very
few books are used. Like the educa-
tion, which Plato loved in Athens, the
greater part is carried on through cor-
versation. The boys soon learn to opan
out all the difficulties to their teachers;
and the teachers get keenly interested
in the boys' questions and answers,
Such living education can never be dull.

When the morning work is over, the
boys bathe and go to their meal
About two o'clock in the afternoon the
school classes begin again ; but at this
time the work is chiefly with the hands
as well as with the mind. Handiwork
is practised, and a boy's own natural
tastes are very soon discovered. Some
prefer carpentering; others prefer
mechanical work ; others become skill-
ed draftsmen or painters ; others are
musicians. There is very little book
work in the afternoon.  School is over
about four o'clock, and then there is a
rush to get first into the great open fields
for football. Our Shanti-Niketan boys

are famous everywhere for their sports
and games.

In the evening, at sun-set, they re-
turn from the fields and sit down once
more, for a short time, to meditate in
sifence,

As night comes on, fairy stories are
told: short dramas are recited: our
Gurudeva's songs are sung; and the
different school gatherings are held.

By nine o'clock, all are glad to retire
to rest; and again the choristers go
round the Ashrama singing their last
evening hymn. There can be no ques-
tion as to the happiness of the life of
our boys. Their faces tell the story of
their joy and their freedom. There is
no freer life in India, than the life of
our children at Shanti-Niketan.

*

Who can explain the children’s love
for their Gurudeva, their Poet, their
teacher ! It is a well-known sight, to
see them running up to him the mo-
ment he appears from his upper room
and comes down among them. Equally
wonderful is it to see him taking the
little boys in his Bengali and English
classes, or singing to them some song
which has been recently composed.
The children are his inspiration.  They
are also his audience and his critics.
That is why his greatest songs are ever
young.

The Poet has taught us that the true
life is not touched by death at all ; that
the change we call Death, is not a
terror, but a joy, a freedom, a deli-
verance. Though, therefore, we have
our natural, human daily cares, yet we
never allow these anxieties and cares
of the world to overcome the inner
joy in our hearts.
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; God manifgsts Himself in immortal
orms of Joy." We have had that Joy
given to us, and nothing can take it
away,  For it is the immortal Joy of

God Himself .

He is the repose of our minds.
* He is the joy of our hearts,
He is the peace of our souls.

iled from an address
(Congqipv'en in Central Africa)

-

Hast and West

IN the midst of siren calls, din of air-
sec raids and the darkness of war, the
. -ond Congress of the European Fede-
ations of the National Societies of The
di eosophical Society was held at Car-
o Wales very successfully and it is
ePorted that 120 delegates. repres-
Xntmg 9 countries, attended. Dr. G.S.
Emdﬂe, the President of The Thecso-
Phical Society, sent his * heartiest
rongratulations for their courage in
tﬁ:‘“? the Congress ' and assured
s ‘every such gathering brings
oppreoably nearer the certain victory
5o E_OOd over evil.”"  The Young Theo-
) Phists orgainzed a meeting during
ree Congress and the following is a
mg‘"" of the proceedings of that meet-
ar\éanous representatives of social wel-
SpokOfgamzat(ons in the Cardiff District
wo lc? upon their ideas of a better
nd. Mr D.T. Guy. of the Workers’
:Catlonal Association, admilting that
that p(;eS_eﬂt world was very far from
e edswed by young people to-day,
that :f one of our great needs to be
would an educational system which
which g've opportunities to all and
vid would not cease when the indi-

ugl left school,
the c'ssisrf';dys Cowles, Headmistress of
View that ¢hool, Bargoed, took a strong
eyed ang young people should be clear
level headed and see their duty

to humanity, not merely their duty to

thﬁ'hsetatRe(;,v. Myrddin Davies, 3 Baptist

Minister, looking back over th(; fa«);::
to fulfil the hopes that e?uste att e
end of the last war, put this down :ﬂc
lack at that time both of gcc!)nqnce
design and of suitable materia ,| Slhad
so many promising young p_c;oped o
then been killed. He considere 3 th
Uitimate factor in all reorgamza}:gon. ork
to be personal character : t !snns th
only mortar that will hold nat|oins
groups together under great str:1 st

Mrs. Betsan Coats was the ost
speaker, and stated the war nd'lust t‘::f)n e
and want be banished. Ine gc?nrn‘ ot
is man’s spiritual nature that is ej) -
tant : his social relationships rée d i
be a means, not an end. The ads  one
the West need each other a';\o have
much to give to each other. ol
ture should suffer from cruetty, b
mankind learn to serve one :ich el
with loving tolerance: from vr'\ould ot
even the smallest creature S
excluded.

S

ﬁ,—-ﬂ

IHE VASANTA YOUTH LODGE,

Theosophists
Adyar, of the Young sophies
Federation has elected the4jo.4o2:

office-bearers for the year

ident : Srimati S. Radha
\P/ri:iP‘:;sident: Sri S. Vasant Nilakanta

. Sri . Nagaraj
Secretary : Sri M. 5.1
Tfeasure)r/: Sri Naranji K. Kevat



THE OATEN LOAF

Throned on a woven chair
His mother kneels beside

Sits the crown of all her care,
Hugely satisfied.

A loaf of oaten bread

His fingers excavate,

As though some city ages dead
... Teeming with Golden freight.

archaeologist
ing a piteous tomb
such an apprehensive fist

Has filled this room with sudden mirth,
Building a baby’s brain.

—E. E. SPEIGHT
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O People, O perfect Nation,
O |India| that shall be,
We dreamers, we derided,

rWe mad fools who see,
™ We begle witness, ere ye

e, that ye shall be.

Annie Besant.




- "OUR REPRESENTATIVE “—ANNIE
BESANT

We lend you again for further inspiration and wisg
leadership your valiant President. Our consecrated representa-
tive in the outer World, Our cherished, dearly loved brother
For many years she will remain among you and she will guide

you—if you will—along the pathway We have chosen for Our

Society. You too love her dearly. and not many centuries

ago you might have followad her to death. Today you can

tollow her, not to death but to the !arger hfe Follow her,

brothers. You can have no bet‘ter guade thdh she who for
lives has hved but to serve her fellqwmen. Who ha‘ ; suffered
harmc martyrdom who has endured aH the agon he"woﬂd

can somet;mes m its. frenzies unﬂ:ct upon thbsa who love it

even against its wiﬂ Be onal to her for so are ydu loyal to

those great ideals which she 50 magmﬁcenﬂy ambﬁd?esw e
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The Crow's Nest

THIS issue of THE YOUNG CITIZEN is dedicated to Dr. Annie Besant,
Who was the real founder of this magazine. She started it with the
_hope that through it might pour forth inspiration and beauty to the
young. | was then 17 years of age, and | need hardly say that | at
least was one who never missed a single word of her writings and
| waited with impatience for the next numbers. She filled the pages
with inspired writings, especially on the lines of the great and of those
Indians who have made this land the abode of golden messages that
will burn across centuries and centuries.

Now since | have revived THE YOUNG CITIZEN | can add to its
Pages the name of another great indian who has stretched her golden
ura still further into Eternity and her name is Annie Besant. | cannot
- and do not desire to think of her as other than an Indian, for having

Watched her in her daily life and lived with her for years, | know as
few can know the perfect life of a Raja Yogi she lived. She was a
Warrior—a great commander who fought for Right, who fought for the
happiness of the downtrodden, and could any King possess a weapon
more powerful or golden than that of her voice ? She did not care for
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the comforts of her body or her pleasures, but only for the work—the
work which meant the Brotherhood of all creatures and the happiness
of all. | have known her walk a mile even with a painful knee in

order to keep her promise of appointment. | have known her travel

to Bombay and preside over meetings with temperatures of 104 which
persisted for days, and this when she was 80 years of age. There are
thousands of instances which | could give of her most perfec.t cha.racter.
In her political life she was equally selfless, and her vision was
great and wise. So much that she prophesied has now come to pass.
Pe?rhaps Indians forget India's great children. But the soul of India
will treasure in her innermost being the utter surrender and love of

Dr. Annie Besant, and ma ;
’ y | as Editor offer t .
of THE YOUNG CITIZEN. r the homage and gratitude

S

With thi :
- Co::r; HE"S' ﬁer blrthda'y,‘ closes the Vasantotsavam Festival! Very
imagine the difficulties and obstacles that prevented this

festi :
stival from being as perfect as | intended it to be. But | was not

going to give way, and we carried €.
September, the day of Dr. rried on the work, beginning on the 20th

Besant's : 4ol
with new ¢ " passing away, then a dance recit2
ompositions by me on the 21st, and the vina concert of the

most wonderfu! vina pla . :
. yer, Sri Sambasiva | h
morning was Vidyarambham, and all oyr puziT:-; on the 30th, The 30t

Sambeasiva lyer i :
nspiring fu:::; ol:augu;atmg the music, vocal and vina. It was a special(y
» and | felt glad that | had continued the Vasantotsava.

began their new lessons,

g

YThe V
20, the date of Dy, g™

. or Besant Festi
r. Besant's passing, to Ocltvoall'er“?sst.Cl?;le.}bgiart;\%:; Kalakshtra from Septerebe!

? Kalakshetra and )
and the Besant Theosophical School, Rukmini Devi being the head of both.

(3
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On the 28th was to have been a Natya-Brindam, a variety but
classical programme of dances and music. But we dropped it, and this
was due to a most tragic incident (see page 181) which took place on

the 25th.

.

Mr. Conrad Woldringh, the Art Editor of THE YOUNG
CITIZEN, was a young and dear friend of mine who came to India
to help me in my work in 1936. He was most charming
in character and won the heart of everyone who came near him.
His talents were many and whatever he did was so perfect that
no correction was ever necessary. His designs for publications,
for the Crafts departments, leaflets, plans for buildings, and
hundreds of other things were so unusual and beautiful that he
is unreplaceable. He also had great talent for architecture, and
we together were planning the building of Kalakshetra, i and
when funds came, and we dreamt of such a centre of beauty.
Primarily he was a musician and his soul was yearning for great
compositions. We will all miss him.  We must not grieve, for
we know he can only grow nearer to happiness—but we cannot
help missing him. ~May all blessing be with him.

W@m.

Art should express the beauty of the truths of Compassion, of
Kindness, of Understanding. ~Any other art will not outlive a civiliza-
tion. In order that we may have art that will live for all time, we
must express Truth, Reality, the very Soul and essential Being of India.

—RUKMINI DEVI



. The Cultural Renaissance

HRIMATI RUKMINI DEVI and Dr.
Arundale are in the midst of a
two-months’ tour of North India. They
left Adyar on October 5, and after a
single day in Poona arrived in Bombay
on the 7th.

Among Dr. Arundale’s engagements
was 2 lecture on * National Education "
before a packed audience of teachers
in the Besant Hall, the Vice-Chancellor
of the Bombay University, Mr. R. P.
Masani, presiding. Dr. Arundale presided
over a celebration of Akbar's 400th
birthday on October 15, and stressed
the need to foster today the highest
ideals of national unity which actuated
the great Moghul Emperor. Principal
M. B. Rehman described the rich cul-
tural elements which Akbar contributed
to the unity of the Motherland.

DANCE RECITALS

Rukmini Devi's programme included
two Bharata Natya recitals and one
Natya Brindam entertainment. The
Times of India wrote of her first Bharata
Natya recital at the Capitol, October
10: * Every credit must be given to
Rukmini Devi for the scrupulous way in
which she has studied this ancient art in
its pure form. The precision of her
technique, the dexterous agility with

which she executes clear-cut move-
ments, the fluency with which she de-
picts the varied code of gesture bear
testimony to her ability. To all this are
added the grace of a statuesque figure,

. the geniality of a charming personality,

and beautiful costumes.  We wish her
every success in the tour she fs under-
taking.”

_ The Natya Brindam gave a fine and
informal opportunity to see the work
of Rukmini Devi and her colleagues
ot Kalakshetra, her Arts Centre at
Adyar, in the field of dancing, dramatic
art and music, in addition to Bharata
Natya. The Bombay Chronicle of
October 16 wrote most appreciatively
of the Natya Brindam entertainment,
which, it said, “‘provided a rare opportu-
nity to become acquainted in a single
programme with the traditions and in-

terpreters of Karnatic music and South

Indian dance forms and drama."

_After Bombay the party planned to
visit Baroda, Bhavnagar ~(where His
Highness the Maharajah attends Rukmini
Devi's dance recitals and Dr, Arundale’s
lecture on Education), Allahabad, Patna,
Caleutta.

Or. Arundale and Shrimati Rukmini
Devi arrive home in Adyar on November
30, the eve of Dr. Arundale's birthday.

The Times of India, 9-10-41, reporting Rukmini Devi's talk on ' Indian
Art and Culture " ata public meeting in Bombay the day before, writes :
«|ndia, she said, was really a land of spirituality, and religion in fts broad
sense had always been the source of artistic inspiration. . . . She thought

that if a right type of cultural and

educational background was provided

for every citizen, India was capable of producing a great civilization pecu-
liar to her genius which would one day influence the world.”
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Ever-Loving Mother ‘

By GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

[The Vasantoisavam or Besant Festival arranged by Shrimati
Rukmini Devi in homage to Dr. Annie Besant, was inaugurated by
Dr. Arundale on September 20, the anniversary day of Dr. Besant's
passing away. - The celebration took place in the Besant Gardens and
the pupils and staff of the Besant Theasophicai School and Kalakshetra

participated].

T is nearly forty years since | first
l met our beloved Mother. | met her
at a great meeting in the Queen's
Hall, London, a hall which holds several
thousands of people. | was on one of
the top balconies of that hall and she
was speaking from the platform. 1 had
never spoken to her before in this in-
carnation, but the moment | looked at

her, | knew that my destiny had reached
. me once more, | knew that there | had

come face to face again with my leader
from long ago, and | wondered how
| might come into touch with her, to
be her child, to be her faithful follower

.and humble helper, when she was so

stupendous on the platform and | was
so microscopic right in the heights.

A THRILLING MESSAGE

| do not know whether she, looking
over her audience, as she always did
even when delivering a great oration,
saw some little fellow up in that re-
mote part of the hall, but just after the
end of her address, somebody came
up to where | had been engaged in
ushering people into their seats and in
seeing that everything was in order in
my part of the hall, and said: " Mrs.
Besant would like to see you in her

room.” Of course | was thrilled beyond
words and flew downstairs, impatiently
waiting about while she was seeing other
people, thinking how much better it
would be if she would see me. Eventually
she called me, and | had nothing to say,
for | was tongue-tied. She in her great-
ness was infinitely gracious and asked
me to call upon her if | could find the
time! To call upon her was all | wanted
to do, and everything else might well
give way to the visits | wanted to pay
to her.

I called upon her when she was
staying with Mrs. Bright, the widow of
that great politician, Jacob Bright, the
brother of John Bright. She asked me
what | was doing and | told her | was
doing Theosophical work. Mr. Bertram
Keightley had made me Assistant Secre-
tary in the London office of The Society.
She wanted to know if | might not feel
inclined to come to India. s

Then she invited me to lunch with
her. You know it is a beautiful thing
to visit a beautiful personage, but to
take food with such a person is very
marvellous indeed. Now, though you will
hardly believe it, | was not then a vege-
tarian. This my hostess knew and pro-
vided me with meat and fish and all
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those foods that non-vegetarians use.
From her manner you would never have
known that | was not eating what she
was eating, because she was tremen-
dously gracious. | was quite at home,
for 1 did not realize | was doing anything
unusual from her point of view.

Ever since, from that time | have
tried to be her son. | think | may say
that there has been an unwavering
effort on my part. Whatever | may
have been able to do, whatever help |
may have been able to give anywhere
is, of course, due to her, and whatever
may be the small fruits of it | place at
her feet. | hope | ever shall place all
fruits at her feet.

I want all of you young people to
think and to realize that to you just as
much as to us who knew her physically
she is an ever-loving Mother. And
1 feel very well assured, and therefore
most happy, that her blessing will be
with you during these next few days in
a very special measure. This coming
week ' will be especially dedicated to
her in a Vasantotsavam which | hope
will be an annual event at Adyar. And
| know that she will be specially with us
during this wonderful period. Already
as | sit here, sensitive as | am to her
because | have her guidance as much
as ever | had it when she was on the
physical plane, | feel her presence, 1
feel that great glow which comes from
proximity to her magnificent fire.

HER CHILDREN

You have become her children, and
remember this—that whatever hap-
pens, even though you may leave this
School and go to some other school,

1 September 20 to October 1.

she will never desert you. Once you
are taken to her heart as you are taken
when you join this Schaool, be you a
teacher or be you a pupil, you will al-
ways be in her heart. And that will be
a wonderful protection for you. It will
be a wonderful help to you. [t will be
a wonderful inspiration to you when
the time comes for you to go'into the
outer world and to try to help to'do
her great work.

Nearly forty years ago | remem-
bered her again in my new incarnation,
and my memory of her today is even
more vivid than it was during her life
on earth because she is so much more
SHE than ever she could be confined
within a particular incarnation. Freed
from the imprisonment of a particular
incarnation she soars into her own
eternal freedom.

DEATH—A FRIEND

She will come back again for impris-
onment in the service of the world.
But when, for the time being, she is
released from this duty, she becomes
her own free and Eternal Self, and”
those of us who are able can know her
face to face. And ! want all of you
who are older to try to remember that
death makes no difference to life, to
realize that no one goes away because
he or she is, as we say, in our ignor-
ance, dead. On the contrary, death is
a friend, death releases, death gives
opportunities that one did not have
during one’s previous incarnation.

More than ever can we love her,
can we reverence her, can we worship
and follow her because we see how
much more wonderful she is even than

as we knew her, and she was wonder-
ful enough then,
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| am so happy to be able to bear
testimony to my own abiding reverence
and devotion to her. It may not be
possible for all of you to have the same
devotion to her, but if only you can
have devotion to someone who is an
elder who loves you, you will find your
pathway happier and easier, you will be
able to serve more beautifully because
of the inspiration of someone who is in
advance of you on the pathway of life.
| hope as the time goes on that this
work, which is the most beautiful mem-
orial that could possibly be to her, that
The Besant Theosophical Schoo! and
Kalakshetra will grow in strengttv and

in power and in service to Indis, so
that when she comes amongst us again
she may be able to use a great educa-
tional and cultural work to further the
work for India which is so near and dear
to her heart.

My prayer today as.| open this festi-
val is that more and more there may
be those in this land who recognize her
splendour, who recognize her work as
the greatest work that has ever been
done for India and the world in recent
times, and who. therefore, strive to
follow her and so to help India to her
freedom, to her happiness, and the
whole world to its peace,

“ Her Blessing

N commemoratian of the passing of
Dr. Adnie Besant on 20 September
1933, Shrimati Rukmini Devi on the
same date in 1941 opened the Vasan-
totsavam Week, Adyar, addressing the
Besant Theosophical School and Kala-
kshetra and the visitors assembled, first
in Tamil, and then in English, offering
her homage to Dr. Besant as founder
of the School:

SHRIMAT] RUKMINI DEVI :

| really spoke for the children, but
when | say ‘“children,” 1 take it fc_>r
granted that even the oldest person in
the audience considers himself a child
of hers. .

Her greatness of character was some-
thing that was not merely well-known
to me by hearsay, for | knew personally

Rests On Us”

its perfection. She was one of the
greatest persons the world or India has -
ever praduced Al (her life she has
given herself for the sake of the paor
people, of the animals who suffer, and
of the children and all whom she loved.
Deep love and compassion was the
keynote of Dr. Besant’s life.

She never thought of herself but.
always of everyone else. Even in the
smallest ways she gave herself. If a
poor person came for help, he was
never refused. She would rather be
cheated many times than refuse help
to a person who asked for it. ‘

So much of the good work being
done in India today was due to her.
So many great causes, as, for example,
the desire for Swaraj, the love of a
national education, consideration for the
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position and place of the Indian woman,
tHe Scout movement for Indian boys
and girls, and many others, had their
erigin in Dr. Besant.

This school was founded not merely
in her name but by her, and because
of her wish, her ardent desire, that
young people should be trained to love
India, to feel for the poor and for all
who suffer, and to learn to become
great and fine citizens.

She asked us to remember her avery
year on this day, and to tell her chil-
dren to look at her picture and rememi-

ber that she is an old Mother who looks
at them with affection and love, and
frqm whom comes all blessing to her
chuldfen, and, as | have said, we all car
consider ourselves to be her children.

~ The best way to receive that bless
ing. to be really her children, is to forge:
ourselves, to remember only others
to help all who suffer, who are in need
and to give ourselves heart and soul ir
thg service of India. In this way hel
children will receive her blessing, and

am sure that on this day her blessing
rests on us. )

GOD'S THOUGHT OF HIMSELF

By Annie Besant

Never yet has been broken
The Silence eternal :

Never yet has been spoken
In accents supernal, ~

God's Thought of Himself.

We are groping in blindness,
Wha yearn to behold Him ;
But in wisdom and kindness
ln Darkness He folds Him,
Tilt the Soul learns to see.

So the veil is unriven

That hides the all-Holy :
So no token is given

That satisfies wholly
The cravings of man,

But, unhasting, advances
The march of the ages :

To Truth-seekers’ glances
Unrolling the pages

Of God's revelation.

Impatience unheeding,
Time, slowly revolving,

Unresting, unspeeding,
Is ever evolving

Fresh truths about God.

Human speech has not broken
The stillness supernal.

Yet ever is spoken
Through Silence eternal,

With growing distinctness,
God's Thought of Himself,

~

At the Garden of Remembrance

"l'HE Puja at the Garden of Re-

membrance on the anniversary
of Dr. Besant’s passing, September 20,
opened with a Samskrit chant from the
Bhagavad Gita by the students and
teachers of our Adyar Schools. After
all assembled had offered flowers at
the star-shaped flower bed in which are
enshrined the ashes of Dr. Besant and
Bishop Leadbeater, the President said

Now | have the privilege of placing
this garland before the shrine of both
of our beloved leaders® in the name of
The Theosophical Society throughout the
world. It is indeed a very great privilege
to perform this act in such a place as this.

| hope that you are all of you happy
that you are able to be here at Adyar
on the 20th of September.

! Or. Besant and Bishop Leadbeater, whose
ashes sre deposited side by side and mingled
also in the double shrine.

| had the additional privilege today
of being exactly in the place in which
she passed away at four o'clock, and |
felt the blessing intensified that came
to us in the morning and has been with
us ever since.

During these coming days and es-
pecially on October 1st, let us all endeav-
our to know more about the beauty of
her character, and the grandeur of her
work  She was a messenger from our
Elders and served Them most faithfully
unto death.

In the name of The Theosophical
Society, and with the homage, the
reverence, and the affection of the
members of The Theosophical Society.
| place this garland for both of them,
for they loved each other deeply, have
been comrades from long ago, and will
be even closer comrades forever.

ANNIE BESANT STILL CALLS

“ln 1912 a great Rishi said that the
hope for the future of India lay largely
with the young. Despite the deadness
of the youth of India today, the result
of prolonged misguidance as well as of
the pall of continuous disappointment
that has overshadowed India for many
a decade, that hope of which the
R,""‘" spoke still, | believe, | hope, sur-
vives. India is not dead, and therefore
her youth cannot be dead, for her
youth are the future calling to the
present. | know well that Dr. Besant
calls to the youth of India as she used
to call them when she had 2 physical
voice. | know well she cherishes India
as ever she has cherished her not only

in her last incarnation but in many
before. Under India’s Pantheon of the
Mighty, of every Faith and all com-
munities, Annie Besant, however she
may be called in the inner worlds, is
India's greatest hope. And on this
first day of October, when thou;aqu
throughout the world will be thinking
of her with special reverence an
gratitude and affection, she will send
forth a tremendous surge of her dwn
loyalty to this ancient Matherland of
hers, by the aid of which may be
surmounted the obstacles which stand
between India and her light.”—DR.
ARUNDALE in the October “Watch-

Tower."
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A Voice of Truth and Beauty

Imagine yourself in the Gokhale Hall, Madras—the f hall
which Dr. Besant built and donated to the Young Meanr'r;o?rs\di:n'
Association, and the scene of some of her great political triumphs.

It is the 1st of October 1941.

The place is crowded, floor and

galleries, with people gathered to commemorate Dr. B

: . t
birthday. Three others have spoken, and then RukmiremisT)nev??is:ir
the only lady on the platform, and thrills the house with this address :

SHRIMAT! RUKMINI DEVI
'l‘HE Chairman ' referred to the fact

that the younger generation may
not have known her. | happen to be one
who not only knew her but saw her in
her daily life for many years, and her
personal life was such that it was pos-
sible only to one who knew her to
imagine a life more full of beauty, and
more perfect in its everyday activity,
Her compassion for the suffering, for
those who are poor, her deep love for
children, her love for animals, her great
tenderness for all living things, and her
constant desire and active help to right
wrongs—these were some of her most
wonderful characteristics which she put
into practice every single moment of
her life. As she walked about, to
everyone she met she gave a grac'ious
§mlle that came not merely from her
lips but from her heart, because her
heart was so great.

No one was more Indian than she
was. She believed in India in the true
ways and she felt a great reverence
for the spirit of India. Some right
think a person of foreign birth was not
fit to speak for india. She was more
fit to speak for India than are most
Indians. She knew India from the
moment she came to India. She gave
her heart and soul to India and studied

! Sie S. Varadachari
Court, presided. chariar, Judge of the Federal

all she could about india. She studied
the Hindu religion. She established
the Central Hindu College, so that
Indians might know the beauty of the
traditions of their own country. India

needed a voice of knowledge, a voice.

of beauty, a voice of truth, and her
voice came to speak to Indians to
show them what India has been and
will be. She learned Sanskrit and she
translated the Bhagavad Gita into such
beautiful English that when you read
t you feel as if you were reading
rhythmic Sanskrit and not Engfish. If
you read the many books she wrote
for little children, they will give you a
deeper understanding” of what India
really is.

Or. Besant gave her heart to India.
Even in her political work she was not
unhappy because she was not recog-
nized. She only worked for the good
of the nation, and was unhappy because
people were arguing over minor differ-
ences and forgetting the real work—
the building of the Indian Nation. |
think that spirit still persists. When
she wrote the Commonwealth of India
Bill, she_ did not say, “ Please adopt it.”
She said, “Write' your own Bill. Or
modify this one. Change it in any way
you piea;e. But do it together, all of
you working together in a friendly spirit,
Only then will India be a nation and not
a place where argument and dispute
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ruin the nation.” She made so much
sacrifice for that principle.

To Gandhiji, Dr. Besant said, If you
feel my acceptance of the charka will
bring harmony, | will do it for a year.”
So she who was meant to stand on a
platform and speak to millions of peo-
ple, patiently wound the charka. She
said, ** I am willing to give way in small
things, but in the big things | must hold
steadfast to truth, to principle.” So
she sacrificed her very life to those
principles which she followed.

THE SOUL OF INDIA

Indians are still swayed by arguments
about so many little things that do not
matter. If only we could work together
and sacrifice our personalities. But it
is so much easier to sacrifice money
than to sacrifice our personal pride or
opinion. That is the sacrifice Indians
must make if we are really to follow
the Besant tradition. When one follows
that tradition, one is following not only
a personality but the very Soul of India.
It is a tradition of one who would
sacrifice all for Truth, a tradition of a
love so deep that for the sake of that
love she could give all. That is really
serving India.

We do not know India as well as she
did. How much of the true India are
we expressing ? Even the habits of many
of us are foreign. Do we believe in
the Indian religion and the religious
spirit? Do we believe in Indian culture ?
We let foreign people recognize the
greatness of something Indian before
we ourselves recognize it. People
sometimes ask me, “ Have you danced
in the West ?"' | am proud to answer,
" Not yet.” For | preferred not to have
the praise of the West precede the

praise of my own Motherland. What
we need is to live sincerely, to see the
great beauty of the Motherland, to see
in the children, in the women, in our
arts and institutions the future of our
Motherland. ’

We must not have an ungrateful
heart. We have a tendency to forget
the greatness of those who have served
India. Among all those who have served
India we cannot offer our gratitude
more deeply, more truly than to Dr.
Besant. Let us remember that in her
soul shone Beauty, Truth, and complete
Self-Sacrifice. She gave her life for
India, and if she should come back, she
would give her life again. | feel that
spirit of herself as | speak to you at
this moment, and | offer on your behalf
this homage to one of the greatest
servants India has ever had.

" MOST WONDERFUL
WOMAN
Annie Besant was the greatest orator
in England, perhaps the greatest in
Europe. . . . The most wonderful woman
in the world. -

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

For us Indians, it is difficult to think
of her as anything but an Indian, so
completely had she identified herself
with Indian life, Indian thought and
Indian aspirations.

SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU

Dr. Besant has been a splendid, un-
paralleled triumph of human effort. Not
in small or mean causes, but in great,
glorious causes, which might lead, who
knows, to one vast comprehensive syn-
thesis of our countries, in which.man
shall embrace man truly as Brother, in

which all distinctions shall be forgotten.
RT. HON. V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI



In the World's Sarvice

LORD VAIVASVATA MANU

In our June issue, we published "'The Hierarchy,” describing
the different Departments of the world's work under their presiding

Officials.]

h we turn to theldRuliEg
rtment of the world, the
De artr?::“ai in which serve the_th-
r': of the great KING, who is the
:4eonarch of our globe. He is the Hgale
of the Occult Hierarchy, and Hls Will is
Law to all its Members. M{ght)( anfi
wise and great are all ; but He is mnghtl;
est, wisest, and greatest. Seismic
changes and the Evolution of Mankind
is the special work of tl.ms Ruling De-
partment. Under its direction continents
rise out of the oceans or sink out of
sight beneath them ; nations grow,
mature and decay ; types of men are
shaped races and' sub-rac'es are
evolved, each according to its own
model ; governments are raised up and
cast down ; wars and invasions, victories
and defeats are madg to serve h.'gh
purposes in the evolution of humanity.
As the Teaching Dgpartment shapes
man’s spiritual destiny, so does tt_\e
" Ruling Department s_hape the material
destiny of man and his earth.

THE TYPE OF A RACE

the High Officers of the

Klb‘l\Gm oi:gthis splendid work are Those

who are called Manus. Man, in Sa.m-

skrit, is the root of the Yerb to think.

From this comes our English word Man,

so that when we say Man, we say
1 Seismic = pertaining to earthquakes.

HIS mont

[

Thinker.  The Dutch Man, the German
Mann, come from the same root. The
Manu is the typical man, and each great
race—a Root Race—has its own Manu.
Each such Race has a particular type.
Compare the appearance of a China-
man and an Englishman, and you will
see how different they look. Notice
the shape of their eyes in the head;
notice the cheek-bones, and the shape
of the whole face, one squarish and
the other oval; notice the general
bullc_:l of the body ; and you will at once
realise what is meant by the type of a
Race. A sub-race is a modification of
the R'ace-type ; it shows the chief char-
acteristics of the Root Race to which it
belongs, but modifies them in a way
peculiar to itself. Compare a German

with an ltalian; both belong to the’

fifth, or Aryan, Root Race, but the
German belongs to its fifth sub-race,
the Teutonic, while the ltalian belongs
to its fourth sub-race, the Keltic. The
Japanese, the best type of Red Ameri-
can Indian, and the Kabyle are all fourth
Root Race people; but the Japanese
belongs to its seventh sub.race, the
Mor'\gollan; the Red American Indian
to its third sub-race, the Toltec; the
K_abyle to its sixth sub-race, the Acca-
dian—but none are quite pure.

. Now the work of a Manu is to build
a Root Race; He is given a model by
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the KING, and He works hard to build
the type; He takes birth in it Himself,
and His children are a little nearer to
the type:; they are taken as a new
starting point, and so on and on, with
tireless patience, ever approaching the
model. Vaivasvata Manu is our own
Manu, the Manu of the Aryan Root
Race, and we are all His descendants.
A million years ago, He began the slow
process of selection, choosing one here,
one there, as possible materials for His
far-off Race. At last, about B.C.
100,000, He drafted these into a tribe,
and separated it off to start His work
definitely; in B.C. 79,797, He led off
His people from an island in what is
now the Atlantic Ocean, and took them
across Africa to Arabia, and settled
them there for a time. Later on, He
led them north to the shores of the
shallow sea which stretched to the
Arctic Ocean, and then to the south-
east of this settlement, to the shores of
the Gohi Sea—now a vast desert in
Asia. Along these shores He settled
His infant Race, and, after many troubles
and massacres, a type was reached
which was fairly satisfactory, and from
B.C. 60,000 it grew and flourished
exceedingly, and became a mighty
nation,

Vaivasvata Manu sent off great emi-
grations from time to time, and often
led them Himself. He built up Empires
in Arabia and South Africa with one of
these; in Persia with another; one
spread over Europe, making Greece
and Rome, and another, more to the
north of Europe, shaped the Germans

_and the English. He took down into

India the dwellers in the Gobi Sea
settlement, and they conquered India,
settled down and reared a fine civilisa-

tion. The Hindus still call themselves
“the children of Manu,” and look up
to Him as their Law-giver.

THE NEW SUB-RACE

He is beginning to build a new sub-
race, the sixth, over in America, and we
can already recognise the very fine type
which He is there evolving. Out of
that the next Manu, who is called by
Theosophists the Master M., will choose
the materials for His Sixth Root Race,
and later on He will settle them in a
colony and shape them into a new
type given to Him by the KING. The
Master K. H., who was Pythagoras, will
be the Teacher of that new Race, and
will succeed the lord Maitreya as
Bodhisattva, thousands of years hence.

Our Manu is living in the Himalayas,
not far from the house of Lord Mai-
treya, and He comes sometimes to His
great Brother's house. He is a mag-
nificent looking man, with a great beard
roling down over his chest in glowing
waves of brown shot with gold, and
masses of glorious hair, mane:like, a
lion-head of unsurpassable force and
power. Tall is He, and of King-like maj-
esty, with eyes piercing as an eagle’s,
tawny and brilliant with golden lights.

When we see war raging, and Gov-
ernments tottering, when great changes
are impending, and civilisation seems
outworn, then we should raise our eyes
to our Manu, and face calmly all that
comes, for He knows and guides.
Presently He will be shaping another
mighty World-Empire ; England, indie,
Germany, America, should all be build-
ed into it. The young men and maidens
of today will see it rising. Of its later
splendour and its power who may tell ?

One of His Servants



What Is The

Besant Spirit ?

Dr. Arundale paid a splendid tribute to the memory of Dr. Besant,

his spiritual mother and guru, at a birthday commemoration in the
Gokhale Hall, Madras, on 1st October. He said :

N a local newspaper about ten days
ago, it was set forth by a very
good writer that the Besant Spirit is
only a curiosity. | very much wondered
at that statement, for from my concep-
tion of the tradition, if it is a curiosity,
so much the worse for India.

What is the Besant Spirit ? Not in
the opinions she expressed, however
true and valuable they may be, not in
her actions, not in her speeches, not
even in her work. The Besant tradi-
tion was in Annie Besant herself. Annie
Besant was one, and | should say still
is one of those great personages of the
. world who are measured not by the

appreciation or depreciation they may
receive at the hands of a fickle public,
but whose worth depends on their
fineness of character which must ever
be behind worth of any value.

| who have known Dr, Besant for
forty or more years am in a posi
tion to testify that, apart from her
political opinions, and the service she
may have rendered in one or another
department of life, she was great in
her truthfulness, she was great in her
simplicity, her generosity, her chivalry
to all without exception, and graat in
her faithfulness to her cause. To her
friends, and even to her so-called
“enemies,” no matter how much they
might abuse her, she was marvellously
faithful and generous, and that was, to
me, her supreme value. | might or
might not agree with her, with my
feeble capacities. She always remained

my friend, one whom | could revere,
one whom | could trust, and one whom
I could certainly follow in the heights
of the beauty, the truth of her nature.
That, to me, is the Besant Tradition :
her greatness, her self-sacrifice, her
loyalty and devotion to a Cause, her
splendid attachment to the Truth she
was able to see. India needs that type
of person today. Even though there

may already be many such, India needs
many more.

PASSIONATE LOVER OF INDIA

Hence, the value, the object, of such
a gathering as this, the observance of
such -a festival as this is not only be-

cause there lived a great woman some’

years ago in our midst, foreign with re-
gard to her body, but Indian as regards
her soul, but also to remind us that
we must have something of her nature,
our love for India must become greater
than it is at the present time, our devo-

tion to our Motherland more intense.,

we must be able to make sacrifices for
our country, we must help to lift her
people, our people, out of their pres-
ent imptrisonment into freedom. Sure-
ly as Indians that is our work.

Ve need not do more than follow
our inner nature. If there are no lead-
ers to whom we can owe allegiance,
we can always owe allegiance to our-
selves, and follow the dictates of our

own conscience. Eventually we shall

have to do this, for we cannot continue
to follow others all the time, Humanity
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is meant for evolution, for growth. Only
the few can remain in a comparatively
uncivilized stage. The many will have
to make progress sooner or later.

| do not think of her political opin-
ions, of the work she did so splendidly,
of those many years of service in which
she spent herself for the world, but |
think of that fine friend, that beautiful
person who loved India passionately,
and was willing to serve her Motherland
to any extent.__not an adopted Mother-
land but her real Motherland, because,
though she was of irish descent, India
was truly her Motherland.  Sometimes
she would be mentioned as being an
* Englishwoman "’ and she would draw
herself up and say, "’ | am an Irishwoman
—.it makes a lot of difference.” | can-
not say | am an lrishman,” for | am
an Englishman. But in spite of being
an Englishman, or perhaps rather be-
cause | am an Englishman, | have always
loved India passionately in my own
humble, yet strong and definite, irrevoc-
able way,

| am so glad to be here, so happy
to bear testimony for one who tor
years and years and years was my real
Mother, my spiritual Mother, but also
one who was able to arouse in me fire
to help in whatever way | could possi-
bly serve.

TO HONOUR GREATNESS

| am happy to be the only foreigner
on this platform. | am rather proud of
representing the whole of Europe,
Australia, and all white-skinned peoples.
} wish more of my particular colour
would stand up for India and assert
India's rights. This is not a political
meeting, it is a meeting to honour

greatness, to honour the wonderful
founder of the Young Men's Indian
Association and of this Gokhale Hall,
if you are to carry away anything from
this meeting, it is a determination to
love your India more deeply. to be more
Indian than ever you have been in
every part of you, to set an example
of that eternal greatness of India which
no foreign country can dissipate, and
which waits for its turn in order to give
true culture and beauty and peace to
the whole world.

When we think of Dr. Besant we
remember her because of her love for
India, because of her sincerity, as one
of the greatest messengers from the
West who has ever come from the
West to awaken the East to its own
inherent splendours and strength. Se
because we have these meetings, India
will benefit. That would be my testimony
and the testimony of others no less.

“YOU MUST BE HAPPY "

Another quality of the Besant tradi-
tion—you must be happy. Dr. Besant
was one of the happiest of people.
After her hard work in the New India
Office, we would often sit together in
the evening and eat ice-cream and she
would say, * Tell me a few jokes, some.
thing to make me laugh—I have been
serious and solemn all day.” | used to
have to prepare beforehand from this -
and that magazine, from this and that
journal, that her demand might be met
by an adequate supply. | laughed and
she laughed, and so we went to bed
happily, we woke up happily in the
morning, and enjoyed ourselves happily.
As memories crowd in on me, | cannot
help but feel her spirit of happiness,



180

Let me sacrifice and love india as
passionately as | can. Let me serve
India as ardently as | am able. But fet
me be able to laugh while | am doing
it and be happy while ! am doing it.

Lightheartedness is part of the Besant
Tradition. To follow the Besant Tradi-
tion, | say to you, be as happy, as

happy, as happy, as you possibly
can.

Filty Years Hence

Vivid memories of his schaoldays as a small boy in London came

to Dr. G. S. Arundale at a birthda

y celebration arranged for Mr. K. Shan-

kara Menon, headmaster of the Besant Theasophical School, at Adyar
on September 22, in the midst of the Besant Festival. Shrimati Rukmini
Devi, director of the School and hea

Tamil her appreciation of his work.

in Italian, saying it was appropriate to use
so beloved by his friends. Others spoke

dale, who said :

l:lFTY years ago, before any of you

young people were barn or were
wanted at all, | went to school in
London and then in Germany. | have
rather forgotten my German experi
ences, because they were in a military
school where we were alf very severely
disciplined.  But 1 have always remem-
bered my Lendon School, | can see in
my mind's eye the very School itself
with its rooms and furniture and play-
ground, and 1 have even remembered
the name of the Headmaster, Mr. James
Hardie, and the name of the School_—
the Linton House School. Why have
| these vivid memories ? Because the
Headmaster was wonderfully kind to
me, and because | was so very hap
in that school. 1 do not think | have
ever since that time been more happy
than { was in the Linton House School
under Mr. James Hardie, M.A., Edin-
burgh University.

I 'hope fifty years hence, when your
Headmaster is still alive, on his 80th

d also of Kalakshetra, voiced in
Dr. Montessori gave her greetings
many languages to greet one

in English, and then Dr. Arun-

birthday, you will enthrone him in a
beautiful bower with a kind of frame of
flowers around him.

You will all, perhaps, be alive and
will remember how wonderful it was to
have been a student of The Besant
Theosophical Schoo! or Kalakshetra, and
will say_to yourselves, ** As a little fel
low | did not know how wonderful an
opportunity | had in attending these
schools.  But now | do know.”

When the Headmaster has finally
passed away in the complete fulness of
time, some day you will be saying at a
commemoration of this kind: **Fifty years
ago, before most of you young people
were born or were even wanted, | re-
member being in The Besant Theosoph-
ical School, and not only do | remem-
ber being in that School, but | even
remember the name of the Headmastel
—Mr. K. Shankara Menon, M.A., Madra:
University.” And then you will speak
of the good old days, and perhap:

is1

compare all subsequent MHeadmasters
with Mr. Shankara Menon to their dis-
advantage.

Older people are always a nuisance
because they feel they must give young-
er people a " little piece of advice.” |
want you to work enthusiastically, to
play your games enthusiastically, and to
enjoy yourselves enthusiastically. Work,
play, do everything else with the fire,

Mr. Conrad

"I'HE tragic end of Mr. Conrad Wold-
ringh, to which our Editor refers
in the Crow's Nest of this issue, took
place on the morning of September 25
in the Adyar Theatre. Mr. Woldringh
touched a live electric wire which was
about to be insulated and was staying
near it to warn people off. How he
Came to touch the wire is not known.
Every care is taken to ensure the pro-
tection of evaryone who visits or works
in the Theatre, and this is the first acci-
dent that has happened durin? many
years of play-producing and of dance
vecitals, Perhaps Karma became so im-
perative as to be resistiess,
Mr. Woldringh was attended by
Adyar doctors and then taken to the
Royapetiah Hospital and placed in the

“iron lung,” but it was impossible to
“-revi

®vive him. After a coronor’s inquest
his body was next morning cramated
on the Adyar burning-ground.

Everyone at Adyar shares the great

0ss occasioned by his death. Not only
:ﬁ: he friendly to all, young and old
ike

» hot only did he live happily,

- OCTOBER
19 44

the joy, of enthusiasm.

The Headmaster: !t is wonderful
to do work given by Dr. Besant and so
essentially for our own country and the
rest of the world, We must build up a
future of happiness not only for our-
selves but for the whole world, so that
from this institution founded by her,
there will go forth Right Education,
Real Religion, and True Brotherhood.

T e e

Woldringh

lightheartedly, but he worked incessant.
ly in the cultural life of Adyar, specially
with Shrimati Rukmini Devi in Kals-
kshetra, her Arts Centre, in which he
was Director of Studies, the artistic
designer of Kalakshetra (and T.P.H.)
publications, and all posters and other
propaganda material for Rukmini Devi's
dance recital tours, It was he wha laid
out this journal—The Young Citizen—
in its present form and he helped every
manth to produce it. He was a talented
musician and composer, and entertsined
us with modern masters and with his

own compositions, and occasionally went

on the air, playing for the Ali-india Radio,
Madras. The Madras Radia broadcast an
sppreciation on the night of his death.
Mr. Weldringh joined The Theosoph-
icel Society in 1935, and in 1936 came
to Adyar with Mr. and Mrs. Eimore at
the request of Rukmini Devi, and had
lived most of the time in a cottage next
to theirs in the Besant Gardens. His
parents are probably residing in Brus-
sels and to them the whole Adyar com-
munity sends its deepest sympathy.



THE YOUNG
CITIZEN

182

DR. ARUNDALE’S VALE-
DICTION

When the body of our dear friend
Woldringh was brought to the burning-
ground Dr. Arundale delivered the fol-
lowing address :

This loss of Conrad Woldringh has
been very grievous to us all. The loss
is naturally to us and not to our beloved
brother there, because he enters into
a happier life and never loses touch

with those whom he appears to have
left behind him.

If only we knew a little more, we
should realize that he and all of us are
ever together. Unfortunately we are
not able to realize this, and naturally
we feel the loss on the physical plane.

I think probaby we feel it a little
less, because Conrad was, and is, so
happy, so light-hearted, so full of de-
lightful playfulness. He was a wonder-
ful influence wherever he went. And
I know myself how he fightened all
burdens and made all people happy,
because of his own beautiful and simple
outlook upon life. He is the same now
that he was yesterday and the days
before, precisely the same. And when
he sees our inevitable and natural
solemnity and feeling of loss, there is
just a little playful tendency in him to
smile at us, almost to laugh at us, be-
cause we are as near to one another
as ever we have been or could be.
From his point of view that nearness is
very very real, far more real than it can
‘be to us who live in this body of im-
prisonment.

We have not to bid him farewell,
save as to the physical body. | feel

myself very sure that he has only left
us to return with far greater facilities
even than those he has had for doing
the work he loved so much.

I 'woke up this morning feeling he
was very near and happy. What has
happehed which is so terrible to us all
seemed from one point of view as a
blessing from his Masters, from the Lords

“of his Destiny who help him on his way,

so deserving was he, so deserving is he.

Therefore, this is an occasion for be-
ing happy with him, knowing he is in
the good hands of his Elder Brothers,
and that he is looking forward to re-
turning to the world and helping even
more beautifully, more happily, more
playtully than he has helped before.

» » #*

My dear Conrad, you know what
very deep affection we all have for you,
and you know now, as you perhaps did
not know in physical incarnation, how
much everyone loved yoy and appre-
ciated you, how much you meant to
us all, even though there you can see

there is no real occasion for unhappi-
ness on our part.

As you have left us physically all the
happier for your having lived in our
midst, you will have happy memories
and you will have no less happy thoughts
as to the future. We are all together
and we shall meet together again on
the physical plane when the time comes.

[With hand outstretched] | add my
own very loving blessing to a very dear
younger brother who has left us only
that he may return the better to do
the Masters” work.

LS » *
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Prayers were chanted from the
Sanskrit and the Christian scriptures,
lowers were offered, and what was
left of Conrad Woldringh was consumed.

he fire was started by a very dear friend
of his.

MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE

Rukmini Devi received a nur’r\be"‘Of
condolatory messages from friends, in-
cluding Dr. James H. Cousins (Vice:
President of Kalakshetra), Harindranath

hattopadhyaya and Professor Ernest

- Speight, all poets and men of letters.
“J0 gentle and accomplished and so

evoted a helper in your much needefi.
work for the Masters and for the world
—Ur. Cousins used these beautiful
words referring to Conrad.

Or. Arundale also received numerous
elegrams from friends in various parts

. of India.

——

SCouTSs’ APPRECIATIC')N B
While a Patrol Leaders’ Training
Camp was in progress at the Besa}?t
Scout Camping Centre, Adyar,d the
following resolution was adopted on
Se}‘)’tﬁ:’;‘? errY\2(>8rning after. physical Ftlex-
ercises and Flag Hoisting, tl'}\‘e ag
was lowered to half mast as a ?\miga :
to the late Conrad Wold(mgh, w g o
done so much for the ﬁmdustag .:;oa“
Association and had, in fact, fon ol
the designing and drawings ‘orhb
Movement. After E shor:;s?s:eerc M:
istrl t Comm s s
tC}I‘e VDls:'acgtarZE:: uSaSh‘i, in honour gf
Mr Conrad Woldringh and a mm:::t:t :
silénce, it was resolved to commun ate
the condolences of the' camtho
Provincial Chief Commissioner, L ';o S
Arundale, to be ‘commumcate

pereaved family.”

,._.___——————""‘—'."—‘—"’——-‘

19331941

Dr. Arundale related a vivid ellP“-riences‘;f
inaugurating the Besant Festival at Adyar on Jep

lT was today eight years ago she

Passed away at four o'clock in
the afternoon, Rukmini Devi and |
were not here. We were in the United
tates in Hollywood. We had a cable
o the effect that she had passed
dway. For a moment it was a terri-
ble “shock to think we should not see
that beautifu| physical form again. But
.'® Moment she left her body, she
'm"\edlately started to minimize, so far
8s she could, the sorrow ond suffering

Dr. Besant whilq he w.as
termber 20. Seid he 3

over the world felt

which thousands ell hysically, but only

because she was p

i ith us. She came
hysically, no more wit o came
foyHoNywood and made us aI ?\“‘

ith her presence. \
,\m:fg‘n ‘:iittle booklet of conversations

| had with her during the few day: .
that elapsed after her Pasmgfalished'
book is very aus;;:::susz i'tmmay il

. | hope some e
itr?t‘::isting even to our young pe .
here. -
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If You Slay an Animal ...

R. BESANT made a good point in
D addressing the Madras S.P.C A.
in 1910. It is, as she said, *“going
outside the line of ordinary thinking.”
She told her audience she did not
suppose most of them would believe it,
but they would remember it, and some-
times think of it. This is what she said :

‘* Every man has around him a cer-
tain protective covering that keeps him
safe from the lives around, which might
be hostile to himself. He walks as it
were angel-guarded as long as he
breathes the life of love, the love that

T e

|

1" SUppOM.-
re-echo‘e,}Q

it, so why, X0 1"

WHY NOT 12

enty of people wish well to any good cause, but very few care
hemselves to help it, and

ome one ought to do it, but why shou
se of weak-kneed amiability.
is the cry of some earnes

t servant of man, eagerly
rward  spriggthg to face some perilous duty. Between these two
O\\O entences | le centuries of moral evolution.

is divine and makes all creatures friend-
ly. But if you do a cruel thing to an
animal, or slay an animal, you attach
that animal to yourself by the link of
fear and hatred. . . You have done
more by that act of cruelty : you have
broken through the covering which
keeps you safe from the evils around
you. You have opened the door by
your cruel act, and through that door
all the animal suffering in the world can
pierce you ; the one becomes a channel
through which the whole can pour into
you and affect you for evil.”

still fewer to risk anything in its
Id 12" is the ever
‘*Some one ought ta do

—ANNIE BESANT (Autobiography)

T
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Perfect Art Is Perfect Sacrifice




WHAT ART MEANDS

The artist is the priest of the beautitul. whose eyes
see more of God than ours do  He is able under the
form of nature to see the beauty that that form is veil-
ing. and the duty of the artist s tG show to owr blinded
&‘)"CS that w%;ch without hx‘.§ genius we cannot see . any-
thing else thao that is a profanation of art not worthy
the name  Colour is more to the artist than it is to us.
meiody,;s more. to the artist than to our untrained ears
And every form of beauty hidden in nature. it is for the
artist to bring out and place before the eyes of men he
has to see the ideal under every form, the perfect under
every impertection, and his splendid mission s to show
the perfect beauty to the eyes of men. so that seeing it.
they may remode! themselves atter it. and their lives
rmay be beautiful as nature which is the lite of God

That is what art means.

ANNIE BESANT

.
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| Learn to bring beauty into the home and the common life,
' and do not think it is practical to be ugly, and that all that is of
. beauty is simply dreamy and superfluous . . . Beauty is the mark

i of divine manifestation.
ANNIE BESANT

i
e ——— —————————— -

The Crow's Nest

(By the Acting Editor)

NOVEMBER 17
- F THE greatest day in the Theosophical Calendar is the 17th of
‘ ' November, the date on which The Theosophical Society was born in
New York in 1875. No one can appraise the tremendous influence
D U K M l N l D E ‘/ l which The Society has exerted on the world’s thought and life during
the two-thirds of a century which has since passed. These imponder-
able factors cannot be weighed in a scale or measured with a yardstick.
But the evidence is all around us—the World War with all its horrible

IN
BHADA I A NA I YA concomitants notwithstanding—of the permeating influence of the ideal

m
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of Brotherhood for which The Theosophical Society fundamentally stands
—in the world as a whole and in every individual department of its life.

Theosophy has had numerous presentations, the occult, the scientific, the

intellectual, the educational, the political. The artistic presentation has

been given in principle, but not as a practical visible message until
Rukmini Devi began to permeate India with the cultural spirit. It is a
happy augury for the future that she is infusing India’s renaissance with
the age-old spirit of India’s eternal culture, and in the second place that
she will be the herald of a world culture which will be the means of

drawing the nations together transcending all the ordinary lines of com-
munication, political and economic.

Dr. Arundale has told us that the spirit of Kalakshetra embodied in
Rukmini Devi concerns itself largely with the future of Theosophy and

The Theosophical Society. Concerning the new period of life which The
Society is entering he has said :

““Richer and fuller will be Theosophy because of this new unfold- -

ment. My relation to Rukmini Devi has nothing to do with what
| am saying. We are concerned with what s true. We are concerned

to advance that which will give more glory to The Theosophical Society
and give a deeper realization of the nature of Theosophy.

“ All that she is doing is Theosophy, though not perhaps the
orthodox Theosophy to which we are accustomed. But we must, all
of us, and all members throughout the Theosophical world, open
ourselves to the new Light, that we may be filled with it, and draw
nearer and nearer to the Eternal Wisdom, and so become more effect-
ive servants of the Masters and members of The Theosophical Society.

‘“ When we went on tour some months ago [1939] and gave in
various cities in Southern India the Bharata Natya dance recitals, it was
a revelation to me how the people responded to them. Southern
India at least is athirst for all these realities. We have the Truth of
Theosophy not spoken in terms of Science, in terms of Philosophy, or

NOV.
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in terms of Religion, but spoken in terms of Form, of P?ise, of Rhythm.
We can learn as much about the world'by attending these dance
recitals as we are learning through our studies and research‘e's. ‘

« There is, asit were, a direct entry into the Splrlt“of Life
through the medium, in this particular case, of Bharata Natya.

Rukmini Devi's present work was foreshadgwgd b¥ Dr. Besant at 7
Europee;n congress in 1925.  She spoke of. RukrTmm Devi as.“one’w:\om
have called my daughter”. . . . This Indian girl ?f a glor'ml:)s p:s é'.h..
who, hearing the call of her Master very very early in life, wgl' e t: ishi
Agastya's messenger to the women and young ones O: India, ta $gu:p
a large part of the work there | have been carrying on. c?r {ﬁ:rs‘f th: ing-
in body, yet she is old with wisdom atnd wull-powe'r’ ; “child o ’
domitable will * is her welcome in the higher worlds,

S22

- AMERICAN APPRECIATION

How gratifying it is to find Rukmini Devi’s cultural work appreciated
' other countries besides India, where it is for the present concentrated.
" . Whatever work | am doing | consider to be my act of homage
to the Masters and to The Theosophical Society, and theref:r“e tge
friendship of our members is indeed Vfary valuable to my w-orA So
Rukmini Devi replied to the National President of The Society ‘T Cmenca
in acknowledgment of a resolution adopted by the 5'5th' Ar??ua o;'wf-,n. .
tion sending her affectionate greetings anc! expressing its * appreciation
for her splendid work on behalf of The Society. o

Rukmini Devi added that she was ‘* grateful for the words of affec-

tion and appreciation which the members have expressed.

Was it not a similar occasion three years ago when Iliu:.min;Devi.
attending the American Convention, gave a talk on the : Ia:ve:::’t
illustrating it with details of costume, posture, gesture and m 4 maci
lwhich'make up so important a part of its religious significance and magic.
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A university man present wrote of it: ‘“No American present had
ever seen anything so indescribably expressive and beautiful.”

S
STILL ON TOUR

Dr. Arundale and Shrimati Rukmini were in Bombay when our last
issue appeared. They have since visited Baroda and Bhavnagar (as
State guests), Delhi, Allahabad, Patha.  The final stage is Calcutta, from
November 15 till near the end of the month, when they return to Adyar.

Both Dr. Arundale and Rukmini Devi have been very much pre-
occupied, first with her dance recitals and cultural talks, and with his
lectures on education to University audiences and groups of teachers,
besides Theosophical activities, and secondly with the raising of an endow-
ment fund to carry on the educational and cultural work at Adyar. The

tour has done much to spread those vital refining influences which emanate
from Adyar and of which both Rukmini Devi and Dr. Arundale are living
embodiments.

The Indian press is most a
and the public lectures.

as an artist before an au

ppreciative of the dance programmes
Mrs. Hansa Mehta, after praising Rukmini Devi

dience in the Capitol, Bombay, said that such a
Centre as Kalakshetra ““deserves not only great encouragement but our

support also, and we should appreciate this effort of reviving the

ancient Indian art by encouraging Kalakshetra, the training ground of
such beautiful artists.”

S
CONVENTION ON WORLD RECONSTRUCTION

What kind of world will emerge after the present war ? There will

of course be no sudden change-over, but a gradual progress into a new
social order which is already being shaped.

| Statesmen are already
planning a new society, not on the lines of Hit

ler’s old tyranny, which

NOV.
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he claims is a new order for Europe, but a world in which. every :Zj;l
vidual and every nation shall enjoy a larger freedom and ;n:re el
conditinns of living than those existing toda)(. Sonr?ehatter.np kasWn "
made to envisage the new world in a series of eig t' pOI.ntSh rtuz:lause
the Atlantic Charter, but the difficulty with this Declaratlor; is tha Claus
3. declaring the right of all peoples to self-government.. oes no :;::
to India—so Mr. Churchill has announcejd——a. most gnev:us omlstrie
which is causing no little anxiety not onl'y in India but in other countries
where there is a genuine desire for India’s self-government.

The general principles of World Reconst.ruction 'are thebthimlz o{;

he International Convention of The Theosophical Society to be held a

A ber 24—January 1. ltis hoped that Theosophists will be

e e definite and helpful contribution to the shaping of

e 0 ma';e 50”:; a Youth Session on December 28 Shrimati Rukmini

:)he inj:a’ p:;siZ: over a symposium by Young Theosophists of India entitled
ev

Youth Creates the New World.”” On December 30 she will conduct a
Y You

discussion on “The Cultural Renaissance and New E:(iu;:akti:né” Irim"a::::;ne,
he will give a Dance Recital on the 26th, and Kalakshetra w iy g
sh ee evening programmes on December 29, 31 .and January 1. ese
tar:a called “* Art Evenings ' and will comprise c.iancmg, d.ramaha‘nd mUSIC;
Kalakshetra artists are being deeply appreciated during t :l;hpres::e
tour of the northern cities; they will surely be ou; the cres:: o :ti::n
of inspiration and expression in the atmosphere of a great Conve )

Dr. Cousins is arranging an Indian Home Exhibition com:ining tte
:deal home with an exhibition of paintings, sculptures, and bronzes by

i i craftsmen.
hdlanT::I:Sf Sg:]cr:wcln-up " speakers on Reconstruction will be Mr. Eir:nc?rm
nath Datta, Vice-President of The Societx; Dr. Radhak.umuc.j ' u ér:::c;
Professor of History of Lucknow Univeltsny; Mr DC. :;Ina~raj|; ;:taéssori
will present the Theosophical po‘int of view ; and Dr. Maria ,
who will advance the educational ideals of the new era,

2
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DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

All the speakers at the opening of Dr. Montessori's Third Training
Course at Adyar on November 1 agreed that the Gods were gvod to
bring her to India and to intern her at Adyar. The work which she and
Signor Mario Montessori, her adopted son, are doing in the Besant
Theosophical School is a revelation as to the efficiency of her method.
She makes it clear that it is not a method of education for small
children but for everybody '+ from zero to a hundred.”” The on€
regret that most of us have, seeing her method of work, is that W&
were not born into it as children. Montessori kindergarteners are cer-
tainly years ahead of other students.

Speaking at the opening of the course of the individuality of the
child, stressed by Froebel and Pestalozzi, an Indian Professor of Educa-
tion credited Dr. Montessori with having made this idea ** gripping "in
the world today. Said he : «* She is pre-eminent among the educators
who stand for the self-expression of the child.”  That is the spirit of our
Besant Theosophical School, which is essentially a centre for leadership,
and Dr. Montessori is happily intensifying this element of individual
uniqueness in every child.

An interesting point was made by Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, Director
of the Adyar Library and a high official in the Government Medical
Service, who remarked that the idea of the child as a God (Dr- Mon-
tessori's '+ Messiah ") is an ancient Indian teaching, but it was only
while listening to Dr. Montessori that he realized how living and vital
that age-old teaching might be. Everybody was highly amused by his
reference to her as the * Prophetess of the Bambino.”’

B2

g

A PANDIT PASSES

Kalakshetra is growing subject to shocks, as naturally it must
as it develops. On September 25 Mr. Woldringh suddenly gave up his

N OV,
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physical plane work. On October 25 Pandit S. Subrahmanya Sastri
passed away, @ profound scholar in Sanskrit literature and in music,
who ‘directed the Sanskrit studies of Kalakshetra and was of invaluable
help to Rukmini Devi in her cultural work. He would compose Sanskrit
verse as easily as he could read it, and wrote many of the Sanskrit
hymns and prayers which are now used for special observances at Adyar.

Many years ago Mr. Sastri was a Pandit in the Kalyanasundaram High
School, Tanjore, and it was here that Rukmini Devi met him several
years ago and invited him to come to Adyar. He has edited many
rare works of great value for the Adyar Library and for the Theosophical
Publishing House, and at the time of his death was reading proofs of a
new edition of a book on Music—Sangita Ratnakara. At 11 p.m. he
complained of slight discomfort in the head, asked his wife to burn in-
cense to relieve it, and by midnight he had gone.

It was wonderful to see him going about Adyar, strong and hearty

at 76, fulfiling his regular duties up to the last. He realized the two-

fold blessing given in 2 Sanskrit verse of right living—without bending to

might or insolence, and of quitting the body without pain or suffering.
Sarada, his granddaughter, who is accomplished in Sanskrit and

music, was touring with Rukmini Devi in the north of india when he was

called off duty.
2

RUKMINI DEYI'S PORTRAIT
The picture of Rukmini Devi which we have presented with this
issue was taken by Mr. Conrad Woldringh for a programme folder
for her dance recitals. The folder was his last work. The portrait is
most appropriate to this issue of The Young Citizen which is devoted
to Art and Culture as Rukmini Devi interprets it against the spiritual back-

ground of India’s renaissance.

J. L. DAVIDGE



The Rebirth of Indian Culture

O India culture is not new, for
India is the home of true culture

a lar!d where art is an expression of
the innate spirituality of the people.
Wherever a nation is civilized, there
the character and the teaching are
great and the arts become living sym-
bols of life, for life and form mustygo
together. Life expresses itself to us as
form, and therefore every part of that
expression must be beautiful, for Beauty
is the result of the aspirations of a na-
tion.  According to the age and the
development of the race, Beauty in
form reaches higher and higher levels.
So one discovers that the highest ex-
pression of beauty of a young nation
lacks the_ full development and richness
of a nation which has age-old experi-
ence. Many thousands of years ago
|nd|a. discovered what the world has yet
" to discover. Through a spiritual dedica-
tion to Truth and an understanding of
the place of creation, Indians were able
to build a civilization which was a perfect
blending of life and form. Even today one
is able to see reflections of that culture.
Are there not writings, monuments
and frescoes that stand today as
living witnesses of the highest pin-
nacle of culture reached by the Indian
mind ? Are there not examples in the
lives of great women and men of india,
whose words shall bring happiness and
salvation to the world for all times?
Akbar, the great Emperor who tried to
bring the philosophies of all religions
together ; Bhishma, the great Hero
who gave codes of chivalry which, if
followed today, could make the world

By RUKMINI DEVI

really great; women like Maitrayi and
Queen Mirabai, who were examples of
perfect womanhood; the wonderful
poetry of all the languages ; and of the
great Saints of the Tamil land—these
and the traditions that they left prove
to any student that India reached not
only great but Eternal Heights.

BEAUTY IN THE VILLAGE

~But even in the smallest things of
life has India left a mark of beauty and
simplicity, which is to be found particu-
lgrly among the poor people and in the
villages. Every so-called ** uneducated "
villager can produce works of art in
the form of pottery, embroidery, and
utensils and vessels of all kinds, and this
abuluty. is the result of the unconscious
and simple minds of these poor people
who, unknown to themselves, have the

power to attune themselves to God.
vi"‘:here és beauty in the life of the
ge. LEvery artist is inspired by that
be_au;y. While we oftenp see I);vely
paintings of country scenes and the
peasants, how seldom is an artist in-
spired to paint a picture showing the
setting of modern city life ? Uncon-
sciously we pay tribute to the unpre-
tentious villagers, because we derive

ou;_ }l‘nsplration from them. ’
e £ S v e
daily Iife § aily life, which separates
fom great philosophies. This

torILét:n vot/_as so well understood in the
olden glmtehs. forhevery Indian home

e architecty :
rangement of the ousree :::: ta":\e ea;.

ample of our deepest ideals of life.
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Culture is more than art. It is Beauty
and a direct manifestation of Beauty.
It is impossible for a nation to be
cultur=d without the manifest expres-
sion of Beauty. and it is the very fine
thread of culture that weaves all the
activities of a nation, whether in the
political, the educational, the artistic, the
religious, the philosophic, or any other
field of life, into one splendid whole.

INDIA’S SPIRITUAL GENIUS

Yet it is not the mere form that
determines culture. lt is not the beauty
of the printed letter that makes a work
of literature a fine example of art. It
is the inspiration of the artist that ex-
presses itself in the form of the printed
letter. Even without the expression it
would be literature if only we could see
and hear. Unfortunately without the
form we cannot see nor hear.

In modern India there can be reborn
the same spirit. We can leave for our
children and for future generations
something equally splendid. for which
they may be grateful. But in order to
do this, it is necessary to realize that
we must know India and feel her heart.
The whole of India is calling for free-
dom. But what kind of a freedom is
it that she demands ? Does she call for
a freedom that will express her own
genius, or does she merely want a
freedom for making herself into a com-
plete replica of some other nation ?

Unfortunately today there is preva-
lent everywhere this gross lack of under-
standing of our own culture, and nearly
every modern Indian seeks to spoil
India by this modernization which is
devoid of soul, and is expressive only
of the mind. Unless we are true to our-
selves we can never be great.

3

In Nature, which is eternally cultured,
we find a silent beauty that uplifts hu-
manity and is a constant inspiration to
all. The tree does not seek to become
the mountain, nor the mountain the
ocean. Even among the millions of
leaves in a forest of trees, no one leaf
is exactly like another. Every single
aspect of nature is unique, is separate,
is individual, And it is that individual
uniqueness which we must express in
our nation. As each nation represents
the highest of her being, so shall na-
tions come together. Only when our
magnificent culture is born again can
India fulfil her true mission.

The genius of India is Spirituality, for
| hold that all art is inextricably linked
with spiritual ideas. To me, religion is
above narrowness, religion is the power
to lift the heart and mind to great
things, and ta bring down that inspira-
tion into the plains of everyday life.
The true religious spirit is the attune-
ment of the lower with the higher, and
if we can attune ourselves with beauty,
and give ourselves wholeheartedly, and
sacrifice our beings to that ideal, we
shall once more make art spiritual and
spiritual teachings beautiful.

It is obvious that every phase of
Indian life, every form of Indian art, even
in the simplest things of everyday use,
are influenced by religious ideals. This
has been true in the past of nearly every
nation in the world.

CHARACTER IS CULTURE

The next important quality is Rever-
ence to life—the power to see Divin-
ity in all things, and to see in every
form of creation the Divine Artist at
work. A human artist creates in the
arts, while the Divine Artist creates
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in all the forms of life. While we
may not ever equal the river or the
davyn in our creations, we can at least
derive our inspiration from them and
hope to equal the Chidambaram Temple
or the Parthenon of Greece.

When the greatness or spirituality of
heavgn has touched the earth of every-
day life, that is culture. It is not enough
to read spiritual and wonderful books
but to be cultured we must expres;
what we read. Nothing ugly, vulgar or
cruel can ever be an expression of
culture. Cruelty in any form is the sian

| of the savage, the uncultured man Tae
spirit of refinement is the true herit
of every Indian. 9
anzh:oprm;es how chgracter is culture,
ana h w, l;)r' th<=7 rebirth of the Indian
beauti'fultoangn?nsm't? being all that is
piring, to bri
)f/oung to appreciate btgaauty, :r?c?gt‘ht:rh y
ore to live it, is one of the great t i-
of _all of us who are Indian. Withatshs
rebirth of culture will be born not o |e
great masterpieces of art for fut:ry
gtfan;::tnor;s to idrrln)ire, but masterpiecees
acter, the birth into the pres
ﬁfatyt}?: grealt geniuses who altfne ce::r:
extraordyw:zr d from the ordinary to the
the iz, and so wp encized to

. d. will help to lift the
entire nation to a standard i
which, even at its wor s e
ugly, vulgar, or cruel.St'(S:Tyn:i‘;Er l}:\e
reb!rth of this culture will there eve tbe
lasting peace and happiness, and be; te
s}l\lall become the bridge that will br?ny
all nations together, for it is a universgl
!anguagte whichg\as no barrier, ’

eauty can be the watch
future League of Nations. E:;or;dhzgiraa
shgulld le'arn to pronounce this word bn
building into modern India such won*

derful foundations of great livi

expression that the fugture nlwalsgbi?lg
the superstructure which is Univer-
sall Brgtherhood, which is Kindness
which is Truth. So India, the Mothe;’
of Nations, shall have helped to bring

tT:?k)Nations together. (A Delhi Radio

ART UNITES PEOPLES

Art should be able to take you to
great heights, to inspire you, t):) th:ill
you, so that you feel you can do many
grea‘t) things you yourself wanted to do.

great man can be a copy of an-
other. A great musician, a gre;ydaicer.
a great artist, did not become great
by copying, only by being himself. |
O not say that we should not under-
stand. The more there is understand-
ing and appreciation between nations
the better. Here and there we ma);
:ven take and use that which is best
rom another nation, The West bor-
rowed from us a far more beautiful
instrument than the harmonium-—-the
flute. What we should de is to give
sBuch wonderful presents to all countries.
eautiful things bring together great
:::‘.:lﬁns hand make people understand

other. RUKMINI DEVI

THE YOGA OF BEAUTY

The very essence of spirituality is

Efeeautt{‘. lTo realize only Beauty in our
get‘ r'de fdeal Being in ourselves ; to
ge th'at of everything in us and around
Yoo olfs rBwt resplendent ; such is the
o eauty, which contains all
other ogas. Beauty in thought! in

Iment, in action ; Beauty, Splendour.

GI ) .
R,ocr'szoé’ Life, Light, Love..—PAUL

A Vision of World Culture

DUKMINI DEVI has a vision not only

of an Indian Culture but also the
largét " vision of a World Culture. The
existing Indian Cultures she is endeav-
ouring to unify through the influence
of Kalakshetra, her International Arts
Centre at Adyar, hence her frequent
tour programmes in which she is build-
ing up a structure of art on the foun-
dation of Bharata Natya. On the pres-
ent tour Dr. Arundale has spoken of
her work on several occasions.

«Through Rukmini Devi,”" he said at
Baroda, * we are endeavouring gradu-
ally and by small degrees to bring about
a National system of Culture; first, the
South Indian contribution, to which
must be added the great contributions
of every part of the country, to which,
as you know, our beloved Gurudeva,
Rabindranath Tagore, made such won-
derful and sacred gitts. It was beauti-
ful to see Rukmini Devi dancing before
Rabindranath Tagore in his house at
Santiniketan, and to see those two
great artists appreciating each other,
3nd to see how Tagore felt that in this
comparatively youngd jady there was
someone who might carry on the tradi-
tions for which he worked and lived
and died, and which must become the
great traditions of India's future.”

Dr. Arundale considers Rukmini Devi's
greatest contribution now is her identi-
fication of Education and Culture. *She
makes no distinction between the two,
and | think she is perfectly right. Edu-
cation and Culture must be realized to
be one, and we shall never have a sys-
tem of National Education in this coun-
try until it is a cultural system, with all

the various meanings we may apply to
the word * Culture.’

“ Then she is looking into the dis-
tance towards a unification of the Cul-
tures of the World. Her work, as | see
it intimately, consists first in the draw-
ing together of the Cultures of India
for the foundation of the New World.”

This conception of a World Culture
has inspired Rukmini Devi with the ideal
of a World University. Dr. Besant had
a similar conception. Today, says Dr.
Arundale, * It becomes clearer and
clearer that at Adyar there must be the
nucleus of a World University, a begin-
ning in the shape of a schaol which
gives Theosophical education to those
who attend it. And that Besant Theo-
sophical School which we founded with
great difficulty some years ago, has
now the inestimable benefit of two
great advantages.  First, of Rukmini
Devi's International Arts Centre, called
Kalakshetra, where emphasis is laid on
the handcrafts, the arts, all that is
beautiful to be done—singing, music,
sculpture-—everything one can think of
which is Indian and creative. Kalakshetra
works hand in hand with, dovetails in
with, the Besant Theosophical School,
so that it becomes one great educa-
tional and cultural centre.  That indeed
is the real nucleus of the World Univer-
sity.”’

Dr. Arundale summed up Rukmini
Devi's mission in a few striking words :
‘' There will be an Indian-wide Culture
for which she will stand in due course,
but one must begin at the beginning
and go forward in ever-widening cir-
cles.”
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National Education for India

Dr. George S. Arundale in a talk at Baroda said -

'I"HERE. are three great pillars for
India’s educational Reconstruc-

tion. The first is the individual himself
‘—-he must become Indian. The second
is the home—the home must be exalt-
ed. The third is the Nation _the Na-
tion must be revered. | coordinate
those three great pillars---the individual
the home, the Nation, with the con-
ception of Service as the key-note of
the Indian Education of the future of
Edgcat(on throughout the world. '
clas‘very subject, every teaching in every
: 5, every examination, the whole
Edﬁig:t of a truly National system of
w ion must be dnrected toward the
ehmement of Social Service, so that
\{‘v &N @ young man or a young woman
;s lgft school, has lefi college, he or
sNe s more or less of an ex['aert in

Social Service, knows how to exercise
self-control, knows how to be a useful
asset in the home, knows how to be a
good citizen of his Motherland.

Just as politicians, members of many
political parties have decided that there
must be established an Indian Constitu-
tion setting forth Indian rights and
||bertlgs, 5o must there be a Charter of
Liberties of the Indian child. It may
take us long to achieve, to reach it,
make it real, but we ought to have for
our own sakes and for the sake of the
v»forld.a Charter of India’s Educational
Liberties, so that the world shall see
what a country India is and what she
can give to the advancement of Edu-

cation and Culture in eve i
: ry part of this
distracted universe. P

IF I WERE IN CHARGE OF INDIA

‘ lhs.hould introduce reforms.”’
ukmini Devi : '

1.

says

l\;o one should have a foreign house
Egmeéveryone must have an Indian

I would take away vulgar music
from the concert houses and cinemas
because it has a demoralizing effect
upon the people.

As a third reform | would insist that
all temples, mosques. and shrines of
India should become great centres
of culture, radiating their influence
as they used to in the ancient days,

iWhe}r‘r dancers gave their first recitals
n the temples and great poets their
first readings.

| would make every Indian weat

Indian clothes instead of westerr
clothes.

4,

" lhgsg are points from a talk whict
Rukmini Devi gave in Madras, conclud-
Eg with the words: **We will have
th<.:>me 'Rule not because the British o

x se in Delhi say so, but because the
Physical India has become the grea

spiritual India that we have all seen a
a wonderful vision."’
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Fducation and Culture

Dr. Annie Besant distinguishes between Education and Culture in her
Kamala Lecture on **Indian ideals of Education”” to the Calcutta

EDUCATION is the drawing out and

training of inborn capacities and
powers - brought over from former
lives and developed in the Svargic or
Deva world—which lie as germs in the
Vijnanamayakosha, the inteflectual as-
pect of the re-incarnating Self, the
triple-faced Jivatma, or Atma-Buddhi-
Manas.

Culture is the result on the mind
of certain forms of Knowledge, and is
based on these; but it differs from
Education in that it is not the drawing
out and training of faculty, but is the
result of the exercise of faculties on
subjects which arouse sympathetic emo-
tion and imagination, broadening the
mind, eliminating personal, local and
racial prejudices, acquiring an under-
standing of human nature in its many
aspects, and contacting the life-side
rather than the form-side of creatures
hence the quick internal response to
other lives, and the intuition of the
unity of life beneath the diversity of
life-expressions. The difference be-
tween Education and Culture is sym-
bolized by the condition of entry into
the School of Pythagoras, acquaintance
with © Mathematics and Music "—the
capacity to use the Intellect, Higher
Manas, or Manas in the Vijnanamaya-
kosha—by synthesizing the products of
the mind and discovering the laws pro-
ducing them, and by the purifying of
the emotions by Beauty. Literature
and Art are the instruments of Culture.
Science and the * clear cold light " of

University.

reason are the area and the guide of
Education. The Life in Nature and the
intellectual intuition, which recognizes
truth by its harmony with his own na-
ture — whose nature is Knowledge "
__are the area and the guide of Cul-
ture. |f these are completely separated
during the plastic period of youth, Sci-
ence tends to hardness, and, in over-
specialization, to narrow-mindedness
and intolerance ; Culture tends, when
exaggerated, to false sentiment and fas-
tidiousness in non-essentials. The train-
ing of the instruments of knowledge
and the storing of the memory with
facts is the work of Education by others
in youth, and their application to new
facts and conditions is the self-education
which continues during life.

Culture in youth consists in the un-
conscious development and refinement
of passions into emotions amid beauti-
ful surroundings, for the contact with
beautiful objects and the evoking and
the control of the emations in response
to them, and the moulding of these by
Literature and the Arts, develop the
discrimination which is an element in
self-culture, the critical faculty which
manifests as a balanced judgment, not
as mere fault-finding. and lends poise.
dignity and gentleness to the attitude
towards life. . . Beauty was an essen-
tial feature of the Indian Ideal of Edu-
cation and Culture, and the necessity
[has arisen] for the revival of this Ideal
in modern life.

ANNIE BESANT
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"WHEN THE DEVAS DESCEND"

ULTURE is the only force that will
C bring civilizations together. One
of the favourite themes of a Muham-
madan musician is the story of Radha
and Krishna. When one is thrilled by
a beautiful picture, a wonderful song
or dance, one does not ask whether
the artist is Chinese, Hindu, or Muslim.
Culture is the one keynote that will
give us understanding of different na-
tionalities and make us see the beauties
of every civilization. If | read Shake.
speare or Shelley | am thrilled by the
greatness of England. Let Westerners
read the lives of our great Indians and
they too will be thriled by the great-
ness of India. Sadly enough Western-
ers in India are ignorant of the great
inspiration they can derive from a
sincere study of this land. These great
people will bring our civilizations to-

gether, for culture is the very soil of
union.

India is a land where you can find
inspiration in every subject. India is a
land which gives you great ideas, and
makes you see that without spirituality
everything is negative. There will ever
be war, cruelty, vulgarity, and ugliness,
without the only influence that purifies
—the spiritual influence. Everything
we say or do will become great and
beautiful like the deeds of the great
teachers of old if there is this back.
ground of spirituality. You and | and all
of us must try to bring this background
of Indian life into the foreground.

Through art and beauty, earth will
come near to heaven. When the Devas
descend to earth they come with music,
with colour, with light, with flowers, and

with incense. We must bring to earth
something of the spirit, the atmosphere
of the Devas. Without the .czsential
culture which is the background and
spirit of this land there can never be
happiness anywhere.

RUKMINI DEVI

BEAUTY AND REALITY

It is a happiness to find, amid the
falsehoods and griefs of the human
race, a sou! at intervals born to behgld
and create only beauty. In proportion
as man rises above the servitude to
wealth and a pursuit of mean pleasures,
he perceives that what is most real is
most beautiful, and that, by contempla-
tion of such objects, he is taught, ele-
vated and exalted. This truth, that per-
fect goodness and perfect beauty are
one, is made known to the artist.

—EMERSON

B

GOD OF THE DANCE

“The dancer who can identify him-
self with the spirit of Nataraja identifies

himself with the pure essence of art.”
—Rukmini Devi.

“The genius of the Lord Nataraja
is alive in her (Rukmini Devi), more
literally perhaps than we imagine, and
His life, His power, His cosmic rhythm
vibrates through her so that we see
Him in our mind's eye dancing before
us.”—J.L.D. at Benares, 1940.
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The Living Tradition in Indian Art

EAUTY, says the Indian pbilo;ophelr,
B is subjective, not oblectwe.. le
is not.inherent in 'f.orm or mattelr,blt
belongs only to spirit, and can on yThe
apprehended by sp,ntgal vision. et
true aim of the artist is not to ex}rahc
beauty from nature, but.to reveal the
Life within life, the Rgahty within un.
reality, and the Soul within matter. When
that is revealed, beauty reveals itself.

Therefore it is, as th‘fj sage Sukra-f
charya says, that in making images o
the g)glods the artist should depend upon
spiritual vision only, and not upon the
appearance of abjects perceived by
human senses.

To cultivate this faculty of spiritual
vision, the power of intuitive percep-
tion, was therefore the main endeavou;
of the Indian artist in the golden age o
Indian art and literature, wher\'Buddh!.smI
was transformed by the philosophica
schools from a simple code of ethics
into a world religion; when the im-
mortal Hindu epics, the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata, were moulded
into their present form ; when the ?(Qet
Kalidasa sang at the court of mgf
Vikrama:; and when the sculptors of
Elephanta and Ellora P_\gwed ciuthqr
stupendous masses of living roc the!
visions of the gods throned in their
Himalayan paradise.

But the interest of Indian art mgfs.t
always lie not so much in the magniti-
cence of its ancient monuments as In
the fact that such exquisite art as that
of the Rajarani temple represents a
living tradition still practised by large
numbers of Indian craftsmen.

E. B. HAVELL, Ideals of Indian Art

India need not cease to take delight
in Beauty, and to have faith in the
inspiration of Nature which her ancient
Rishis taught, because she has become
poor. It is far worse to be poorin
spirit than to be poor in worldly goods.
Modern science and English education
are not sufficient substitutes for Art. it
will not profit India to gain the whole
world and to lose her own soul.

E. B. HAVELL, Artistic and

Industrial Revival in India

THE ELEMENTS OF BEAUTY

There is one thing common te Greepe
and India in the way of Art, on which
for the moment | would Mge to lay
stress : and that is, that the life of the
people, the things used by the people,
the common household_ uteqsnls, the
surroundings of the ordinary life, have
all the elements of beauty, and there-
fore of Culture in them. Take Greece
and you will find that' all the household
instruments are beautifully shaped. You
find that the dress is §haped into very
beautiful lines. You find that every-
thing that surrounded the. people u}
their cities, the most splendid works o
their artists were made common prop-
erty by being out in thg open streets,
by being used in public buildings, so
that the life of the people as _aﬁortr)\-
munity, as well as at home, might ef
continually under the influence o
beauty. The result of that was a beauti-
ful Nation, the men and women reﬁfol;
ducing in themselves the beauty ;4 ic
continually surrounded them outside.

ANNIE BESANT
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A. Spirited Call to the Youth of India

(From an Elder Brother to His “ Brothers and Comrades ")

IT is good to be young in body.  Still

better to be young in heart. |t is
good to be an Indian --inheritor of
India’s mighty past; yet still better to
be a citizen of the world, pledged to
the service of the world-brotherhood.
It is good to have ideals, ambitions,
hopes, aspirations ; still better to be
working wisely to bring them to fruition.
It is good to feel passionate love for
your Motherland ; still more patriotic
to be full of helpful service to all in the
small things of everyday life. It is good
to speak your dreams that others may
dream with you; still better to work
and act that others may work and act
with you.

Do not be content with the easy
things. Seek the difficult ones. Some
beautiful things are worth doing, though
it may cost you little or nothing to
do them. But those things alone are
generally worth doing which mean
sacrifice, which take time and trouble
and often hardship. India is well served
by thase who suffer for her and endure
to the end, regardless of all things,
patient yet strong in face of opposition,
never deaf to advice from whomsoever
it may come, gentle yet valiant, un-
compromising yet ever courteous.

IN THE FRONT LINE
The Path of Service is hard, difficult,

often discouraging, ever and anon lone.-
ly. If it were not so, it would not be

the glory it is. Strong must you be who
would tread it. Wise must you be. Rev-

erent must you be and compassionate.
It is nothing. if you would tread this

Path, to think and feel and .act as
does the crowd. We ask from all wise
lovers of India that they shall lead India.
not drift with her as must the many.
You must learn, my young brothers, to
think for yourselves individually, to judge
for yourselves, to act according to your
conscience. Beware. you who would
lead, of being like others. It is in
your dissimilarity that much of your
value to India lies. You are needed in
the front, on the pathways that few as
yet have trodden. The Indian people
must see you as lights in the distant
darkness, quiding them from the known
to the unknown. And your light must
ever shine, as shines the lighthouse
lamp on the dark and lonely seas. It
matters not that the ignorant despise
your light, seek perchance to extinguish
it. would destroy that which uproots
them from the hard unfructifying soil
of orthodoxy and convention, of super-
stition and prejudice. Loving wisdom
the link between you and them, see to
it that the light in your hearts burns
steadily and strong.  No hurricane of
popular disfavour or persecution can
ever extinguish a light Divine, a light
undimmed by self-seeking of whatever
kind.  To this end, let your watchwords
beDiscipline, Self-Control, Courage, Wis-
dom, all tempered by the most beau-
tiful quality in the world—that Aryan
gentleness which is so strong, because
so tender, which is so compelling, be-
cause so understanding. The Rishis of
all faiths and of all Nations turn Their
eyes to you, O Youth of Aryavarta, to
regenerate the world.
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DIFFICULTIES ON THE ROAD
They know well, however, the diffi-
culties in your path. A cold, unidealistic
efficiency in the non-Indian government
of India, efficient in form but not in
life : an education subversive of Indian
traditions, ideals and life ; professors and
teachers for the most part devoid of
that Indian soul with which they should
be filled; more ardent, indeed should
the guru be for India's freedom and
her uplift even than the sishya: the
Indian woman only beginning to send
forth the light which burns in her heart,
and therefore, the home too often
narrow, sordid and commonplace ; the
ancient simplicity and generosity of
Indian life dangerously assailed by
Western artificiality and separative in-
dividuality ; all these obstacles stand in
your way, my brothers, and hardly a
single so-called leader has had the cour-
age to strive to strengthen you to meet
these difficulties. Rather have they for
the most part painted the goal before
you in lurid, extravagant colours, tell.mg
you naught of the wisdom, restraint,
and patience needed to achieve it.
They have pandered to your emotions,
kindling these into aimless flame, yvbﬂe
they have left uncared for thgt Divine
Spark within the heart from which alone
may safely be lighted the fires of the
mind, of the emotions, of the body.
Sad is your condition, my brothers,
for with the soul of India once again
reincarnating in her splendid body, not
one of you but feels that soul within
you—a longing to serve her because
you feel one with her, a longing to see
the outer form worthy of the inner
greatness you so truly sense. s it not
tragic that the wicked irresponsibility of
numbers of ignorant demagogues, after

years of unprofitable, and often danger-
ous, talk, should have left you where
you are today—still eager, still hearing
the voice of India calling you to her
service; yet the way of service as
obscure as ever, and yourselves per-
force constrained to make your reply to
the Mother's call mere noise, the outlet
of nervous strain caused by the un-
satisfied urge to go forth and serve ;

. yet no safe pathway upon which stand

leaders ready to travel with you and
guide you, finding an unhappy expres-
sion in a craving for excitement at any
cost, too often at the cost of your
Aryan honour, for gentleness, reverence
and courtesy are still rare where youth
crowds together in public places. Why
lose when you are part of a crowd that
which you can so well show when indi-
vidually by yourselves ?

Here and there a leader has served
you well, but the bark of wisdom has
too often been submerged by the
floods and storms of reckless and foolish
extravagance ; and we have watched
with sadness the terrible sight of how
flattery and vain utterances tempt you
away from the hard road of true ser-
vice to which a few have beckoned you.

SERVE INDIA!

Brothers, enough of profitless excite-
ment and idle noise. Is India to wait
while you pander to your lower selves,
striving yet not advancing, or will you
prepare yourselves in all earnestness
and self-sacrifce to serve her nobly in
your daily lives, taking your circum-
stances as they are, and as they unfold
themselves, making each one an offer-
ing upon the altar of the Motherland ?
There is nothing, not the slightest de-
tail, in your ordinary, everyday lives,
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which is unworthy to be offered. so be
it you make it worthy. Be true to India
in the little things, and the larger life of
service shall be opened to you; but
India’s Guardians will not allow entry
into the larger life to those who have
not yet learned to live in the smaller.
Serve India in the little things of life,
for these make up the big things ; and
you are helping India to her rebirth in
greatness when you live the details of
your daily lives in her name and for her.

As you strive to serve humbly and in
the little things, so do you draw near

to India’s mighty Guardians, Those who
have guarded her throughout the ages,
who have preserved her soul inviolate
as her body has been torn by internal
dissensions and external aggression, as
the form has had to be moulded to
express the growing needs of that world
of which India is the heart. Simple-
hearted be ye, my brothers, and gen-
erous to all. Live simply-_think, feel,
act, speak simply to all. So shall you
help India to prove strong for that spiri-

tual leadership of the world to which
she is destined.

SHRINES OF

Dr. George S. Arundale, as a student
and emulator of Greatness, has in view
a glorious temple of Indian Greatness
in - which India’s heroes, saints and
geniuses will be immartalized in pictures
and sculptures. At the Akbar com-
memoration in Bombay on October 15
he said: “ It is unfortunate that in ex-
isting circumstances the great Indian
heroes, while indeed as much alive to-
day as ever they were in the past, have
had to suffer a most undeserved ob-
scuration.  But a time will come when
in every school and in every colleqe
the names of the great of India, of
thase who have lived lives of value not
only to India, but noless to the whole
world, will be honoured by every Indian
young citizen. And | am hoping,” he
went on to say, ““that in every school
and in every college there will be a
shrine of greatness, the nucleus of which
will be the majestic pantheon of Indian
greatness. But in that pantheon there
should be the greatness of every coun-
try, for greatness can never know dis-
tinction of race, of nationality, of taith.”

GREATNESS

Wherever he travels Dr. Arundale
talks and incites interest in greatness.
He set up the Nara Ratna Mandir at
Indore, where he was Minister of Edu-
cation, and there is a shrine of great-
ness at Adyar, where he envisages a
temple in which homage will be paid
to all the world's greater workers for
Brotherhood, for Religion, for Truth,
throughout the ages.

LIVE GREATLY !

“The President calls us to *live
greatly,” not in pettiness or narrowness,
not in self-conceit or aloofness, but,
being self-controlled, always masters of
mind, emations and body, helping others
through example, and understanding
themselves to gain that self-mastery
upon the achievement of which the
happine’ss of the world depends. - Live
greatly '—not merely on occasion and
N emergency, but in the daily details of
life. So she lived, so shall we honour
and serve her."__GEORGE §. ARUN-
DALE in Conversations with Dr. Besant.

The Keynote of India

_l_HE keynote of India has been for

all times spiritual. Spiritual ideals
thrill the, Indian people. . . . Every-
where in India art has been dedicated
to the Highest. Wherever, for example,
you go to a South Indian Temple, you
will find places in the Temple historically
famous, - because there some great
composer read his first composition,
some great writer recited his first piece
of poetry, some great dancer first
danced. The Temple was the centre
of culture, as it should be. We offer
Howers and incense in a Temple. Why
should we not offer poetry, dancing,
and music ? They are also great crea-
tions. Flowers are the creations of God,
while music, dancing, and poetry are
the creations of ourselves, but with a
Divine inspiration. . . . In olden days
every Temple had a theatre attached,
because these great musical concerts,
dance performances, and other forms
of art were given free to the public in
the name of the Divine One, the Deity
of the Temple, That spirit even today
pervades India, and my feeling is that
only if that spirit pervades India can
India become great. Even if you only
believe in one or no religion, you must
have the spirit of dedication, the spirit
of identification with your ideal, that
spirit of devotion without which you
cannot do great things. All the greatest
things have been done because the
artist was inspired by great ideals. The
Greek Temples belonged to the Gods.
The magnificent architecture and
statues of ancient Egypt were dedicated
to the Gods. The Ajanta frescoes

were inspired by the life of the Lord
Buddha,

If an art is to help civilization it has
to be a great and inspiring art.

THE BEST BEAUTY SECRET

Though the people who can create
are few, the people who can appre-
ciate are many. In all our schools and
colleges, there should be art-apprecia-
tion classes, so that pecple may know
how to understand beauty. . . . |{f
we can see what is beautitul we can
become beautiful. That is the best
beauty secret, because it affects char-
acter and without character there can-
not be beauty. Wherever there is great
character, there we see beauty.

Beauty is not merely our own analysis
of form. Beauty is an expression
of the soul. If we are to express the
soul of India, we must express our
genius in our own way. In order to
do that we must become iIndian and
appreciate all that is in India. On!y
then can we appreciate all that is
beautiful everywhere else. There is
something in each nation that deter-
mines its own genius.

WOMEN MUST EXPRESS
BEAUTY

The real spirit of India, the culture
that is so deeply suppressed in India,
the ancient culture of India, is ex-
pressed very much by the women of
India. | think we are all of us respon-
sible to see that the young people,
our children and our brothers and
sisters, are brought up to appreciate
our land, our sail, our poor people,
our old Indian simple costumes and
simple Indian life that is so beautiful,
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Simplicity is the essence of art, and
every home should become, as it was
in ancient days in India, a centre of
art and culture. Every home should
become a studio of art, an art school,
as it used to be,

If we can do that we shall save India,
and not only shall we save India, but
because we have saved all that is
beautiful in India, we shall have brought
to modern India sbmething the whole
world will respect. . . . Thousands of
years hence people will come to see
what we have created today, as we
:oday are inspired by the creations of
thousands of years ago.

The women of India have the capa-
sity and great spirit to express such
oeauty. They can help India to relive
her very great and magpnificent past, but
adding new splendour, new beauty, so
that India will fulfil her mission of help-
fulness to the whaole of the world.

HOW TO CHANGE THE WORLD

The highest attribute of culture. of
refinement, is kindness, is graciousness
to life. is reverence to life, is chivalry
in life, is tenderness to all who are
young, whether young in age or young
in development. Such tenderness is
the most precious and the most won-
derful aspect of culture.

We should try to remove unhappi-
ness in our everyday lives if we are to
bring peace to the world. If we change
our homes we change the whole world.

There will come lasting peace and
true reconstruction only when we have
realized our responsibility to those
younger than ourselves, and among
those younger | particularly emphasize
the animal kingdom, because this king-
dom we human beings tend to forget.

REAL HOME RULE

The real Swarjj is the rule of our
souls over our bodies. If we have the
spiritual quality of the heart, the power
to appreciate, to understand, and to
create great and beautiful things, that
real Home Rule will have been achieved.
I hope to see a permanent Swaraj where
the Soul of our country shafl express
herself once more in beautiful forms,
50 that we can be like nature. Every-
thing the man who is an artist creates
is an expression of the creation of na-
ture which itself is the creation of God
as the Divine Artist.

RUKMIN! DEVI

THE BEAUTY OF INDIA

The beauty of India does not be-
long to the museum. . . Our beauty
belongs to everyday Iffe.

India is the soul of a magnificent
culture.  All religions have shown that
culture. This is the home of a wonder-
ful beauty, not only of form but of life
and of character. We have standing
before our eyes even today the lives of
our great men and women to remind
us that our country is great. Believe in
it. Let these monuments of the past
inspire us today to build such homes,
such lives, such a civilization, that the
whale world will bow before india.

We can make ourselves respect-
worthy by understanding the soul of
India, by appreciating the genius of
India, and by believing that you and |
together can so express this genius that
India shall be for all times loved and
worshipped by the world.

RUKMINI DEVI

Art Must Unite India

The following Introductory words were spoken by Dr. Arundale
at a Bharata Natya Recital by Rukmini Devi at Baroda on their
. present tour :

AM very sorry | cannot speak in
Guijerati, but | just wanted on be-
half of Rukmini Devi to explain the
reasons why she has for the last two or
three years been touring india. She
feels herself to be dedicated to a great
mission of reviving Indian Culture in all
its most pure aspects. She feels that
unless there is a revival of Indian Cul-
ture throughout the land, India can never
become the great country, the Mother-
land of Nations, which is her destiny.
And so she is showing you today a
very old form of dance-culture, Bharata
Natya, which as to form you may have
difficulty in understanding. But she
wants you to think not of the language,
not of the singing, but to think of the
spirit which is behind this South Indian
dance : just as when dance experts come
from North India to the South where
all kinds of dancing are so much ap-
preciated, they think of the spirit of the
dance, of the message of the dance, and
not of the form, not of the actual music
itself.

By degrees there will come about
one great Indian Culture which will be
enriched by innumerable forms, forms
from all parts of the country.

In South India Rukmini Devi has
established an Arts Centre called Kala-
kshetra and some of her pupils will be
showing you the work that is being

one there. Her principal pupil will be
dancing here this evening. Other pupils,

a'so expert, will be dancing on October
23rd,

She asks for all your kind apprecia-
tion as regards this great mission. And

I also ask specially for your appreciation
of the musicians, whose music you may

not understand, but who in the south
part of this great country are regarded
with great reverence and appreciation
as splendid exponents of their art.

We have to remember in divided
India that there can be and must be a
united India. Those of us who belong
to one part of the country must learn
in_ patriotism to appreciate that which
belongs to other parts.  So, if you find
the form difficult, do not think of the
form, think of the spirit which is pure
Indian without any admixture from for-
eign countries, but pure Indian danc.
ing the like of which, perhaps, you have
not seen for many a year. Rukmini Devi
is trying, first from South India, and then
from various other parts of the country

to revive and to weld it into one beauti.
ful whole.

Rukmini Devi thought a little explana-
tion might have its value. She gives
this Recital not for fame, not for
money. but as a religious exercise. It
is as it she were dancing in a Temple,
though | am afraid a cinema house is
very, very, far removed from a temple.
But. that is the spirit, so we begin with
an invocation from behind the curtain,
and then proceed with the Recital as
you have it in the programme, and in
part translated into Guijerati for your
better understanding.
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THE TRUE ARTIST

O artist can give to his creation, to
his art, that which he does not
himself possess.

No one can paint or sculpture or
dance or sing or play greatly who has
not greatness in him.

Without greatness he can produce
a shade. Only with greatness can he
give forth the Light.

Even the shadow may have its value,
but to those with eyes to see or with
ears to hear the very shadow itself is a
void where there ought to be a power.

To paint a mountain the true artist
must have ascended one, either physi-
cally or really,

To dance divinely a dancer must have
been lifted up into the Divine Dance
of the Gods.

To play divinely or to sing divinely
the musician or the singer must have
heard a glory in Heaven and have
brought the soul of it down to earth.

The true artist is he who has stood
befpre a vision splendid and ever re-
mains under its consecrating spell.

Only the true artist can create. All
others can but copy.

The true artist is seeing God. Al
others have yet to see Him.

The true artist is a devotee of Life.
For him the beginning and the end and
all that lies between are Life. His forms
are but the messengers and servants
of Life.

All others begin and end with form,
and in between is form. The form

may be beautiful, but it is beautiful for
its form’s sake, not for its Life’s sake.

“How splendid a Life,” we say of
the creation of a true artist. *

“ How faithful the form,” we say of
others who. may be wonderful as they
copy forms, but who have yet to learn
how to capture Life.

Summa ars est celare artem ' is the
motto for the true artist, for while he
uses forms, in his hands they seem to
disappear as they disclose the glory of
the Life within them.

In the true artist the Life is free and
worships God. In all others forms are
caught and are imprisoned, be the
forms themselves beautiful and their
prison-houses infinitely pleasing to the
eye.

The true artist has access to the soul.
All others have but access to the body.

The true artist is a messenger of God.
All others can but try to hear some-
thing of what He says,

The true artist is the tyrant of forms,
but the deep devotee of Life. He may
drive forms to their undoing. He may
be false to them. They may become
wrong because of him, But he is never
false to Life. His Life must ever be
right—be his forms what they may.

All others must strive that their forms
shall be right, be the Life what it may.

GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

! The highest art is to conceal art.

Everyone can be an artist,

. There is no expression without appreciation.
To appreciate art truly, you must appreciate life.

appreciate the creation around you.

If you desire to craate,
To be a true artist, you must first

appreciate, then live, and then express or create.
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RUKMINI DEVI

A Voice for the Animals!
(By Rukmini Devi in an Adyar Talk)

EMEMBER that we do not have

. tg join a humanitarian league to
help animals. Remember that there
are animals in your very street, Re-
member that your jutka is drawn by
horses. Remember that to the cow
that gives you milk, you can give pro-
tection.

Who will help the animals? Of all
the creatures that need our help, ani-
mals need it most. People are begin-
ning to do village work, because they
realize that to help the poor people is
important. In fact village work is be-
coming fashionable. But people as a
whole have yet to realize that they
must help the animals. If | had to
choose, | should rather be elected to
Parliament by a large group of animals
than by a large group of people. They

 could not speak, but perhaps the ele-

phant would wave his trunk and say,
| elect you as a member of the Indian
Parliament.” Some day when we have
Home Rule for India, there will be,
there must be a representative in the
Indian Government who will look after
the protection of the animals and will
see there is no cruelty to animals in
India. | should like to be the chosen
representative of the tiger, the lion, the
dog, and the deer. That is the highest
honour of all-—to be the chosen repre-
sentative of all those who are help-
less, of those who are voiceless: to
become the voice for the animals is the
highest honour anybody can ever look
forward to.

Let us not forget that the most
wonderful thing in life is that kmdnoLSS.
that gentleness, that tenderness. et

us not wait to join organizations but
help individually in every possible way,
There is such a thing as karma, or the
faw of justice. If we are unkind to
animals we are bound to have war, we
cannot help having war. If we are un-
kind to others, why should karma not
be unkind to us ? Why should not karma
teach us to understand what suffering
is? We ignorant human beings can
only understand when suffering comes
to us, but if we could understand be-
fore it comes, we need not have war
or unhappiness at all.

When we have attained such high
culture, then India shall be a free
country. If you and ! are firm enough
at all times to stand up against the
world and to say, no matter how <.:lever
the world may be with its M.A.’s and
B.A's, | am a real Indian, | am a cul-
tured person, my life is full of compas-
sion, my life is full of spirituality, then
we can achieve and express the culture
of India, for this is the soul of lnc?la,
this is the message that [ndia must give

hole world. .
© Itfhi/: worship our Motherland, if we
are devoted to our Motherlqnd. let us
show that devotion by serving those
who are poor, those who are 9"""&‘
b e, tos v eed 21 P
As \ge ::stm:;tlte:‘;;u“a:& chivalrous
:::!?ar;s, so will Indie be respected by

d, and whether we have

whole werld, A
g::elitical freedom or not, the world will

ia i d. and from
« India is our Mothe!'lan , ;
?:zia slr:all come the highest ematu:::i
of all, the emotion of real culture an

compassion.
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TAGORE'S COMMUNION WITH NATURE
TINGES HIS METAPHORS

“Life is but the dewdrop on the
lotus.”

“In the world's audience hall, the
simple blade of grass sits on the same

carpet with the sunbeam and the
stars of midnight.”

* e *
“ Dawn sleeps on the shadowy hills.

The stars hold their breath, counting
the hours.”

Rukmini Devi says :

Beauty is the vehicle, the vahan of
great character. Character and Beauty

are one.
o ,,.;-;Lf:;-:,‘-'v,<' *
Teglta g&ﬁy.yﬁ?\ not able to
¥hciate ‘our 5w geeaticulture

“My heart, the bird of the wilq_er-
ness, has found its sky in your eyes.

“ As the mission of the rose |ies. in
the unfoldment of the petals. which
implies distinctness, so the rose of hu-
manity is perfect only when the diverse
races and the nations have evolved
their perfected distinct characteristics,
but all attached to the stem of human-
ity by the bond of love.”

Beauty and Character

part of the beauty of Indian culture,
can character in India be changed.
* @ 3

Culture  being civilization, being .
beauty, being refinement, it cannot be
divorced from Character, . .. Culture
is character.

* *

Great people are born into great

civilizations, civilizations ready to receive
them,
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OUR OPPORTUNITY

Could there be any more stirring opportunity for anyoné
at any time than to find himself in the midst of a whole world"
infinitely stricken and with the power to help to heal the world
1o a new virility, to a new life, to a happinass it has never
known before ?

Such opportunity is ours today. It is priceless, and we
reject it at peril to ourselves and to the dedication to the
world’s service to which we have been called.

, . .

Not only must we give all possible help to the forces of
Light, we must also begin to prepare for the Peace of Victory
which shall follow the war. We must begin the planning of
the new world. We must have ready for a stricken human-
'ty and for stricken creatures in every kingdom of nature
great world-wide Convalescent Home in which as far as may
be to repair all injuries and to restore all health. And out
of that Convalescent Home must slowly but surely emerge 2
world-wide Order of prosperity and peace, a World Order
in which shall be recognized, as the sine qua non of an endur-
ing Peace, the ‘active and practical recognition of a Brother-
hood of Nations, of Faiths, of human and sub-human Life.

- Reconstruction for Peace must begin without delay while
we are still in the midst of the inn

the war. The more strenuously w.
Peace eve

~work for

umerable experiences of
e work for a righteous
n now, the more will be fortified the forces which
Righteousness against the hordes of evil.

GEORGE 5. ARUNDALE
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The Crow's Nest

y and Delhi where the response was

. excellent during both our tours—this year as well as last year—this’
_ year’s visit was my firstt0 the other cities—Baroda, Bhavnagar, Aliaha-
bad, Patna, and Calcutta. In Guijerat and Kathiawar, where there is
more the simple folk-art, the audiences were most interested in the
meaning of the dance. | was advised not to go to Patna as many
d found a lack of response there. But | was
usiastic appreciation of the Bharata Natya
ds, that though they did not understand,
could and did feel the spirituality of the
ve but actually moved. In Calcutta |
Bengalis not only feel intensely re-
Sponsive to art, but the atmosphere has been made vital throughout
many years by the work of such artists as Rabindranath Tagore and
Abanindranath Tagore and by the galaxy of greatness which preceded
them. With such deep appreciation, | think, | also did my best. Hun-
dreds were turned away from the New Empire and the Globe Theatres,
and our friends told me ! could have given seven or eight recitals ; so
209

WITH the exception of Bomba

professional dancers ha
amazed to receive a most enth
recital, and was told afterwar
it did not matter, because they
dance. They were not only recepti
the tour reached its cimax. The
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great was the demand. It seems that the recitals almost eclipsed other

news off the front page, because for the Bengali, art is not merely

recreation but a matter of personal life, and anything thatstirs him
artistically moves him to his depths.

Mg

What | did notice as a contrast between the two tours is that this
time many more important and worthwhile people became most
definitely interested in helping the work of Kalakshetra and indicated
their interest by desiring to become members, to send pupils to Kalak-
shetra, and in other ways to support its ideals. On the last tour |
noticed only an interest in my work as an artistic performance, but on
this tour, more of a belief in Kalakshetra and its mission.

One wishes there were more of the same spirit in South India

where the artistic work is appreciated but not so much substantial
help given.
E

g‘ﬁ’,@e.‘;,e;_ there is a tremendous interest in the Dance. But

never seen Bharata Natya were greatly sur-
that such an art lived in modern times. The

thdse of the best families—not necessarily the
\l f cultured Indian families.
e

" .‘____,/\r: Vs

Py

Merk Homniich that needs to be done. North India is not able
to understand the South Indian music and its simplicity and | had even
the suggestion that orchestral effects would be appreciated. Music for
the dance should be simple. Many instruments making a great deal of
noise can never effect a great atmosphere such as can be produced by
one or two voices with appropriate accompaniment of violin, flute and

LECL.
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mridangam. Though many South Indian musicians feel it is beneath

their dignity to accompany the dance, we have been fortunate in having
the co-dperation of such great artists as Brahmasri Papanasam Sivan, the
famous composer.

I want to help ignored artists of real genius. | want to help the
Devadasi class. They have kept alive the tradition of Bharata Natya. If
some of the art they produce at times is not real art, they produce it
because the public demands it. Then, there are many great musicians
who are not appreciated, because nobody really wants to hear great
music. Concerts are arranged rather for those who attract audiences
than for those who give real music. ,

| am thinking of having some kind of a campaign to help great
artists who are unrecognized—that is partly Kalakshetra’s work.

=2

Is there any prospect of synthesizing the cultures of India and
later the world?, asked an interviewer. | do not know what is meant
by the word “synthesizing’. There can be divisions in cultures only

when there is unreality. When each artist gives of his sincere best, all

_begin to respect one another. | noticed especially the sympathy that

was accorded my work by other artists. Madame Menaka, for example,
garlanded me in Bombay, and Mrs. Sadhana Bose in Calcutta. There
is no division among the arts, so long as they are real. It does
not matter what the art-is, so long as it is Indian and real, and this
evokes Reality. If | dance before a musician, it evokes in, him his
music; if before a sculptor, it evokes in him his art. The dance is

not for the dancer only. In Calcutta, | met many artists of all kinds,
and we all felt mutually appreciative.

g
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| must first build up the Centre. When my work has been builded
in India strongly enough, | will then consider going abroad. The world
may not be in a condition after the war to appreciate it ; on .the other
hand people may be seeking for something new and real.

In art there is already war. We see the terrible tragedy of
ugliness, and the whole spirit of the dance, of art itself, is in danger of
being obscured. There is no longer to be found today the patience

even to master the technical aspects of an art, much less to become a
vehicle for the outshining of the true spirit of art.
an expression of this inner ugliness.

Of course, the work may have to be suspended, but | feel we
must carry on as long as we can, for we have to guard the future. We
do not expect India to be destroyed. We must guard the embers of
her cultural life, so that, after the war, we can again fan them into
splendid flame. i

In this period of destruction, | hope we can kill out all that is ugly,
all that is superficial, that is undesirable, in art as well as in other aspects
of life. When we have a New World, we must not only have a new
political and industrial world, but a new artistic world as well. The
world is like a man in a terrible temper. After the rage has spent
itself, perhaps there will come a calm, a peace in which we can bring,

Light into every department of life. But we cannot build until the ugly
has been wiped away.

Rterimi Dot .

The New World has begun, is beginning while we are talking about
©it, and we should consider what we are building

today.—RUKMINI DEVI,

what we are doing

The outer war is

Dr. Hrundale and Kukminl vevl

The following is an address by Mr. K. P.
Khaitan, an eminent lawyer of Calcutta at the
Reception given to Dr. George S. Arundale
and Shrimeti Rukmrini Devi at the Marwari
Students” Union, Calcutta, on the 21st Novem-
ber, 1941. Dr. Arundale and Rukmini Devi
were very generously entertained by Mr. and
Mrs. Khaitan in their house during the en-
tire stay at Calcutta.

DR. ARUNDALE was telling me yes-

terday that whatever one has to
say can and ought to be said in a few
short sharp sentences. If | were to follow
this noble maxim, it would be the end
of my profession which derives its earth-
ly reward from long drawn-out litiga-
tion. But | shall deal with Dr. Arundale
summarily, although, | hope, respect-
fully.

Let us begin at the beginning. Dr.
Arundale was a brilliant young man of
great promise. We could wish we had
a few young men of that type in our
Union. He was a distinguished product
of English University life, and an hon-
ourable member of the Honourable
Society of Inner Temple, Had he not
deviated from the path of justice, he
might have been, today, the Right Hon-
ourable Lord Justice Arundale P.C.,
K.C.B.. KC. M.G., famous for sparkling
judgments.

Instead, he chose the ‘barren path
of religion and education, and has spent
the best part of his life wandering all
over the world, sorrowing, preaching,
do]ifng good to everybody except him-
self.

As President of The Theosophical So-
ciety, he is the head of an organisation
which, though comparatively small, in
numbers has branches all over the world

and wields an influence which is out of
all proportion to its size. As an edu-
cationist, he loses no opportunity to
point out to India what she has lost—a
loss which makes many of her children
crave for poison as food and drink and
neglect the nectar which was won for
her by sages in the course of thousands
of years of churning of the ocean of
knowledge. ’

In the family circle, into which he
and Rukmini Devi have adopted me as
a brother—an honour which | cannot
describe how much | appreciate—_he is
always full of fun and frolic. | can
certify that no wasps or mosquitoes can
disturb his temper. When he retires
for repose, a void is felt by those whom
he leaves behind.

His greatness of soul discovered the
genius of Rukmini Devi. Others saw
in her a beautiful and wise lady. He
knew, perhaps even he did not fully
know, with what mission Rukmini Devi
came to this world and in these times.
He is a most loving husband to her,
and her greatest helpmate. Ever first
in the ranks of them that serve : in the
spirit of the Vedic hymn : ** Let me help
thee to attain immortality, and let me,
through thee, attain immortality.”

Rukmini Devi's name will live in his-
tory. It has been one of the greatest
tragedies of our age that, although less
valueable products of our culture have
only diminished in value, our best has
suffered an almost total eclipse. - The
Vedas few can understand. Qur paint-
ings have either been quite lost or are
fading out. Our sculpture has been
mostly disfigured beyond repair. In
our magnificent temples—cockroaches
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and ants and monkeys compete with
beggars and superstitions to keep true
devotees out. Classical dance has suf-
fered the greatest eclipse.

There are various ways of approach-
ing God. If one is like a bullock-cart,
and another, like a horse-drawn carriage.,
the true dance is like an aeroplane
which makes one soar towards the
Divine with a thrill and upward urge
which takes one’s breath away. Before

you know where you are, you are in
heaven,

The noblest and most beautiful dance
in the world, Bharata Natya, fell into
disrepute. Darkness and dust was in
the air: our eyes were blinded, our
ears were choked. In the temples,
Devadasis just kept the sacred art alive
like a diamond in the mud. All honour
to them.

Others made efforts at revival, but
with compromises: the policy of ap-
peasement, which in such cases does no
good in the long run. The higher and
lower instincts of man do not mix well
together.  That way leads to a parody
of what is good and true, of what in-
sists on being alone in its Snow-white
purity and grandeur, the Shantam, Shi-
vam, Advaitam.

Metaphorically, it needed human
sacrifice. A great soul born and nur-

tured in a noble family, Suchinam Shri*
matam gehe, had to atone for the sin
of a Yogabhrista Land and to brave
criticism fike poison, difficulties like ar-
rows, disappointments like rocks.

Thus has Rukmini Devi come to re-
generate the Art of Bharata Natya.
She is inflexible in her purpose. Those
with chronic irritation in their blood may
crave for a little wine in her art, but the
divine nectar Soma is in her. As she
dances, all the elements come into play,
the clouds pass by, the amphitheatre of
hills open out, rivers flow and the
Yamas and Niyamas appear in all their
beauty and the beholders can see the
serene majesty of the Eternally Beautiful.

But we do not miss her. Spicy bits
here and there softly reveal the woman
that she is: the one and inimitable
Rukmini Devi.

She is, | believe, the closest parallel
to Mira Baiin modern history. Seven
cities claimed Homer when he died.
But then, Homer had in his old age got
into the habit of nodding. Many cities
and many countries claim Rukmini Devi
while she lives. Young and vivacious.
she too nods : but when she nods with
her Nataraj an electric force pervades
the atmosphere, and | dream that the
moon and stars light up and also nod in

their places and feel that it is good to
be alive.

Idea and Ideal

AN is created by thought,” says
an Eastern Scripture, * that

which he thinks, that he becomes.”

These words are entirely in accord
with the psychological science of our

time, which recognises that ideas are
the bases of action. In the triplicity of
man, the Will impels, the Mind directs,
the Activity accomplishes, and action is
but the manifestation of an idea. The
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destiny of a man, of a nation, depends
on the ideas which dominate the indivi-
dual or collective mind. The artist, rapt
by & vision of Beauty, seizes brush and
achieves a masterpiece. Always the
idea precedes the action. The idea is
the creator ; the action is the creature.

But among ideas there are differen-
ces. The ideas which are vague, drift-
ing, indefinite, frivolous, leave but a
passing trace on character; fixed ideas
dominate it. A fixed idea is an idea
which rules the mind, remains therein
despite all arguments, all temptations,
all the forces to which a man normally
succumbs.  If such an idea be true,
beautiful, in harmony with the laws of
nature, it guides the man dominated by
it to the lofty summits of the most
splendid virtues ; if it be false, it plunges
its victim into the mire of fanaticism or
madness.

Now an ldeal is a fixed idea of an
ethical nature, apt for the formation of
character and for the guidance of con-
duct. He who has no ideal drifts rudder-
ess on the ocean of life, foating
hither and thither, carried away by the
currents of circumstances, of attrac-
tions and repulsions, without a fore.
seen goal, without deliberately chosen
direction. He who has an ldeal goes
straight forward, only recoils to spring
forward with more energy, compels cir-
cumstances to yield before his will ; his
ship obeys the helm.

In the education of the young, the
most important feature should be the
placing before their eyes of a living and
lofty ldeal, incorporated as much as
possible in the great men and women
of the Motherland, models of religious
and civic virtues. The ardent imagina-
tion of the child will vivify these pic-

1

tures, and he will draw from them the
characteristics out of which he will con-
struct a Hero, embodying his aspira-
tions and his hopes. Whatever he may
aspire to become—statesman, priest,
soldier, merchant, artist, or simply good
citizen——he will find in the Idea! oftered
to him the materials which answer to
his aspirations, and he will build out of
these his own ldeal, an Ideal which shall
be to him as a Guardian Angel, protect-
ing him against all that is ignoble.

When we have chosen our ldeal, we
should contemplate it for a few mo-
ments every morning, with strong pur-
pose and with ardent love. This morn-
ing thought, repeated day by day, will
soon begin to implant in the character
the germs of the qualities contemplated
in the ideal; without even conscious-
ness of effort, the beauties of the Ideal
will shine forth in the character, for
thought is fertile and brings forth
qualities.

it must be admitted that false, base
and evil thoughts also bring forth vices
of their own types, and that when
unwholesome ideas are sown in a coun.
try, they will germinate in the char-
acter of its citizens and produce a
harvest of vices and crimes. Books,
journals, songs, dramas, pictures, sow
ideas in all directions, and these gener-
ate good or bad citizens. f we can
elevate others by a noble Ideal, we can
also abase them by corrupting thoughts,
And, above all, it is the minds of the
young that are most plastic under the
influence of thought.

To present to the public noble, true,
fraternal ideas, vibrant with love and
justice, is to help in the building of a
nation great, peaceful and happy. To
present coarse, vulgar, frivolous ideas
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is to help in the degradation of the
Motherland. For thought, the one
creative pawer in the universe, creates
either good or evil actions, and they

who poison the source of human acti”
vity are enemies of mankind.

—ANNIE BESANT

e

The Noble Army of Martyrs

By A VOICE FROM THE PAST

WHEREVER the sky is reddening to

the dawn of a new Day, there
appear on the world's stage the men
and women whom history crowns as
Martyrs, those who see a truth to which
others are blind, who see it with such
clarity of vision and such passion of
inner response to it, that they are im-
pelled to proclaim it even at the risk of
happiness, liberty or life. Without such
men and women progress cannot be
made, for the mass is ever slow-moving,
and its inertia has to be overcome. A
truth of the past becomes an orthodoxy
of the present, and blocks the advance
of the race. That which in its day was
a stimulus becomes later a clog, and
the discovery which was made from
within becomes a dogma imposed from
without. When its use is over, when
its nutriment is exhausted and only the
dry husk remains, then a new truth
begins to emerge. One man sees and
proclaims it—'* Athanasius against the
world” ; a roar of execration meets
him and drowns his voice, but others
have caught his words ere he goes
down, and it echoes out again from
them. They, in their turn perish, but
the truth has spread from them to a

wider circle, and so it goes on until all
men accept it, and, wondering at the
blindness of their predecessors, they
raise a statue to the dead martyr, while
using some of the stones with which
they are building his pedestal to fling
at his successors in their own time.
And so the world moves on.

THE MARTYR'S CHARACTER-
ISTICS

What are the characteristics of the
martyr, which mark him out for his
glorious role ? First, an eager intellect ;
second, a passionate heart. He must
see a truth to which others are blind,
‘and this demands clarity of vision. It
's true that when this has been seen
by one, others may catch it from him
who do net, at first sight, seem to be
above their fellows in intelligence.
Yet have they some new quality of
mmd. in them which make them re-
cognise the new truth as soon as it is
proclaimed in theijr hearing ; their in-

telligence has the characteristic which
will mark the intellig

ark ence of the future,
even if it be not eminent in dealing
with the matters environing them.
Moreover, the first martyr may arouse

217

DEC.
19 4

in them an intense personal devotion
which will drive them to follow him
even into danger and death. But for
the martyr who is blazing the path
through the dense forest an eager in-
tellect is a prime necessity, for how
else shall he see?

But he needs also a passionate heart.
For a man may see a truth in the
clear dry light of intellect, and yet
may feel no impulse to sacrifice to it
everything that men hold dear.
Copernicus saw that the earth moved
round the sun, not the sun round the
earth, but he did not publish his book
till he lay on his death-bed, and there-
fore ran no risk of martyrdom for
proclaiming the truth he saw.

BRUNO—A MARTYR

Bruna saw thé same truth, and rush-
ed through Europe proclaiming it
hunted out of one country, he fled to
the next and proclaimed it. Why?
What was there in the relative stability
of the sun and the fact of the earth
revolving round ‘it to make a man
renounce home and country, face the
wrath of Kings, lie for six years in
prison, bear the tortures of Inquisition,
and walk calmly to a fiery death amid
the howls of an infuriated mob? Why
did he think it worthwhile? Because
his passionate heart fired his imagina-
tion, and he saw what this bare fact
contained of infinite possibilities of pro-
gress for mankind. It meant an illimit-
able universe, throughout which was
pulsing an illimitable and single Life. It
meant that man was part of that Life,

- and that the body he wore was but a

passing vehicle which might perish
without marring the eternity of the
Life, 1t meant that the spirit in man

1

was unborn and undying, with a past
and a future of unimaginable splendour.
It meant that each little life was only
worth as it was consciously part of the
Life Immortal, and was transfigured by
the deathless glory of the whole, of
which, it was a part. It meant that
man was no creature of a day, tremb.
ling at the wrath of a God, cowering
beneath the threats of a Church, hold-
ing his existence at the mercy of
another. He was an emanation of Life
Eternal, he was a portion of God Him-
self, no Church could crush him, no
priest could fetter him, no death could
slay him, he held his existence by
birthright not by favour, he was Self-
dependent in the radiance of an Eternal
Youth.  Not for a moving earth and a
stationary sun on the physical plane did
Bruno suffer and die. but for the
splendid conception of the One Eternal

Life and its illimitable manifestations in
space and time.

ADVANCING CHARIOT

As we seek to place ourselves within
the consciousness of such martyrs, we
shall ever find them inspired by some
vast vision of the future which trans-
ports them out of the trivialities of the
present, and makes all that the warld
calls precious but as the dust on the
wheels of an advancing chariot. Rapt
in that vision, they see not the gauds
of earth; its prizes are valueless, its
praise _and its blame are but an empty
air. They may have their hours of
depression, their agonies of loneliness,
their nights of almost despair. But
they have but to open their eyes to
behold the Vision Glorious, and ever in
the depths of their Spirit there is peace
untroubled and an unchanging joy. For
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they abide in the Eternal, and their feet
stand unshaken on that Rock.

In these modern days the Young
Citizen need scarcely prepare himseif
for physical martyrdom, for the times
have changed, racks are mouldering.
fires are quenched. But if he would
be a leader, none the less must he
cultivate within himself the heroic quali-
ties which make the martyr. Martyrdom
is now on a higher plane, the plane of
the emotions and the mind. He must
live, not die, a martyr.  There are still

fdeals which are worth martyrdom ;
there is still a Service which demands
the sacrifice of all the world holds dear.
Fortune, fame, honour in the vﬁbrlds
eyes, affection of family and friends,
respect of those we love, good reputa-
tion—all that makes earthly life falf
and sweet : these, these are the gifts
they may pour out as libations in the

Service of the Masters to the Progress
of Man.

—-From The Young Citizen (1913)

What Is Great?

We offer our congratulations to the Editor
of The American Young Theosophist on the
fine production of the September-October

issue.  We are happy to reproduce the foll-
owing from that journal.

’I'O be great is to be in some way
beyond the usual limits of human

capacity—beyond, rather than above or
below. And strangely enough. great-
ness of destruction has often been more
awe-inspiring than greatness of con-
struction,

But as we use the word "'great,” it
has a kind of moral judgment. = We use
it to describe a person who comes
nearer a goal we have set for ourselves
—the perfect man, the god. For the
savage, the greatest good is physical
prowess. Their gods are circus strong
men with no necessary sense of fair
play. Their great men are those who
kill the most other men in battle.

But as our conception of what con-
stitutes godhood grows with the gradual

By JULIA WHITE

evolution of ideas, so does our evalua-
tion of greatness. For one could say
that greatness is always relative to the
average to which it is compared. That
we have few men today whom we call
great with conviction is a good sign that
our standards are rising. We expect a
litle more of prowess with ideas and
less with brass knuckles. We still admire
Caesar and Alexander because our
ancestars so wholeheartedly admired
them. That we are a little uneasy
about the record of Cortez and Balboa
shows that in their time a sort of public
conscience was developing. In one way,
at least, we have come to understand
that the greater strength is the strength
of individuals co-operating, rather than
individuals conquering.

Greatness is harder for us to define
than it would be for the savage. The
very fact that we are Theosaphists shows
that we must act under two sets of
standards-—one which we have inherited
from ourselves as savages, and the other
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which we are trying to find within us.
It is an uneasy situation, this having two
conflicting ideas of right action and two
codes of 'honor : the traditional and the
eternal. In weighing values we have
to discriminate between the traditionally
great and the eternally great to the best
of our groping abilities.

The world of history, at which we have
been looking with the eyes of our
ancestors, is a strange place when we
open our own. What we have been
taught to see as mountains show them-
selves to be molehills sometimes, and
history’s sheep turn out to be wolves.
The materially great of history dwindle
and others take their places. But these
others are people mostly unknown to
their contemporaries and to us. For
while material glory cannot exist with-
out an audience, greatness of the soul
needs no fanfare. It is always hidden
and the place to look for it is not among
those riding the wave.

The Master K. H. says in At the Feet
of the Master: “In all the world there
are only two kinds of people —-those
who know, and those who do not
know,” or, as we might say, those who
are working for brotherhood and those
who work to dominate man. Let us
compare some of these examples of the
two kinds of greatness, the traditional
and the eternal.

There is Phillip Il of Spain, for example
—the sincerest kind of man. He ear-
nestly believed that it was better for
the souls of his subjects to die than that
they lived in sin-—outside the Catholic
Church. He was the force behind the
most terrible mass cruelty the world has
seen until now—and yet he thought that
he was serving as best he could his God
and his people. Tradition calls Phillip

great, for he was the most powerful
and the most imitated ruler in Europe.
And yet he was not great— even though
he gave his entire life to his convictions,
the ideals of his time ; for those ideals
were not based on brotherhood.

In England at the same time there
was a man named Peter Wentworth.
He was not prominent, but he was
great. He spent his life defending the
rights of the common man against the
traditionally absolute power of the
throne. Again and again the country
yeoman stood up in Parliament to defy
the great Elizabeth, He was sent to
the Tower five times in his twelve years
of public life, and finally died there in
1590. Elizabeth thought she had won
-—but sixty years later Parliament be-
headed King Charles for treason

Another group of people whom
tradition calls great were the puritans,
They were as absolute as Elizabeth ever
dared to be in enforcing as ugly and as
arid a creed as the world has ever seen,
They came to escape religious persecy-
tion.yet how they persecuted and fought
religious freedom! The Quakers came
with their doctrine of brotherhoed, and
preached democracy to the autocrats,
and loving-kindness to the puritans, but
whipped and exiled, they returned to
be hanged. Their steadfast courage
roused the people against their puritan
governors and gave us religious freedom
in America. From this we can see that
the truly great in history are those who
work for what is to be. That kind of
work lives, though the workers may die.

Very few people are great both as
men and as souls. Sir Thomas More
was one. The eyes of the material see
him as the great scholar, the friend and
and adviser of Henry VIIl, the grea
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judge and chancellor of England. The
eyes of the eternal see the martyr for
religion and the dreamer for mankind.
In the days of Machiavelli, when war was
“the amusement of princes,” he wrote
his Utopia, containing such subversive
ideas as that no man should be poor
that public office should not bring pri:
vate wealth, that there might be uni-
versal education and freedom of thought
and speech, that there might be no war
These were his dreams: and even as
dreams, and great as he was, he pub-
lished them as the tale of a stranger
so visionary and so dangerous were
they. For the man who works for bro-
therhood is always feared and hated by

those whose security depends upon the
exploitation of mankind.

What can | say is great ? | can say
that the measure of materia),of fradi-
tional, greatness is power over men,
but that the measure of spiritual (eter-
nal) greatness is the will to help men :
That greatness in history goes to him
who can hurt the most, for the power
of death is more easily seen and res-
pected than the power of life: That
because a blind man can more easily
understand darkness than light, life’s
greatest good is fought as its greatest
evi. To judge a word or a world we
have only to look at its motive. If its
motive is brotherhoad, it is great.

My Role in the Work

The following i
g 1s an excerpt from the spe
‘r): Dr. lGeorge S. Arundale, in response tpo :;2
any loyal and warm greetings tendered to

him on the ocecasi i
) asion of his irt
celebration on December 1st. recent birthday

IF I look back, as one tends to look
back on a day like this, | find that
on a very small scale, not comparable
with the great predecessor two thousand
years ago, that | have been a kind of
John, the Baptist, my duty being to be
the. precursor and forerunner to man
activities that have taken a great placg
in the work of The Theosophical move.-
ment.
lthink of that great movement — Co.
Masonry—in which | had associations
-with Dr. Besant as far back as 1902
There | was a little John the Baptist, for
we were among the forerunners of that
movement not only in India but in many

parts of the world—it is a wonderfully
beautiful and inspiring movement.

:fhen there was the work under her
guidance in the Central Hindu Callege.
The School was established some years
before' 1903 when | came out at Dr.
Besant's invitation to help. | was hard
at work for many years in helping her
to make The Central Hindu College,
afterwards the Benares Hindu University,
one of the most wonderfully national
institutions throughout the whole of the
country.

, | think of a very remarkable move-
rgent unknown today—the Sons and

aughters of Ipdia. Dr. Besant fashioned
a: Order which had a meteoric career
t roughout‘ Ipdia. There were notenough
people to join it to strengthen it and to
enable it to do what it might have done
had it received the response and support
that certainly was its due.
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| think also of the privilege of helping
to prepare a number of young workers
who Jater became very useful to Dr.
Besant, and a little group of workers,
some of whom we were able to send to
England, and some of whom rendered
splendid service. The young people had
no financial resources to pay their ex-
penses in an English university and so
we had to raise money for that purpose.

Then | think of that famous year of
1910 when | met Krishnaji and Nitya,
and found them both very very wonder-
ful people. | was able to help again
in a small John-the.Baptist manner in
the preliminary spreading of Krishnaji's
activity. | only wish that Nitya had been
spared for helping Krishnaji, since he
might have been a tremendous support
to Krishnaji in the difficult times that
were and still are in front of him.

Then there was Dr. Besant's great
political activity and the excitement of
establishing a Home Rule League at
the same time as Mr. Tilak established
his Home Rule movement. [t was a
very hectic period and led us to intern-
ment. !t was a very strange thing that
we were interned by a vegetarian
Governor. Unless he wished an ex-
clusive right to vegetarianism, one
would not have thought he would have
interned three fellow-vegetarians. But
it was not very long before we were
released, because, amongst other cir-
cumstances Gandhiji threatened that he
would march to Ootacamund or
Coimbatore, wherever we might be,
gathering crowds as he marched. So
they thought they had better release
us.  Thus for many months we had
sleepless nights whenever we travelled
about the country, for at every station
we were besieged by crowds and had

to show ourselves in all kinds of sleeping
garments. | was alittle John-the-Baptist
so far as that activity was concerned.

As far back as 1917 | was told by
Dr. Besant that | should be the next
President. | told her that she would
go on for years and years and years
and that | knew | should be very old
before | should come to take her place.
As a matter of fact | had to take her
place rather earlier than anticipated.

In 1920 | had the privilege and
pleasure of meeting Shrimati Rukmini
Devi, who is now called by everybody
the 'celebrated dancer.”” | do not
think | have been able to be much of
a small John the Baptist for that partic-
ular aspect of the new Theosophy that
is so splendid. | am afraid my function
has been usurped by Rukmini Devi who is
her own John-the-Baptist. Still | am hap-
py to have been in at the beginning of
that work and | am sure | shall see it grow
and grow and grow and see it become
strong in the Theosophy of the future,
being a new facet of the diamond of
Theosophical Truth. ~ Rukmini Devi had
a tremendous triumph during her recent
tour which culminated at Caleutta in
three crowded houses. It was a great
happiness to me and | felt inclined to
say, “ Lord, now lettest thou thy ser-
vant depart in peace for mine eyes "
are seeing another instalment—only an
instalment for there is still more to
come——of the Lord's Salvation. Though
that is the way | feel, some of my friends
feel that | shall still have to go on and
in a way | am happy to doso. In 1920
when | first met Rukmini Devi she did
not know what laurels were waiting in
store for her, not only in India but
throughout the wor d.
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In 1926 1 went to Australia to vivify ~ which they are engaged for the helping
Lhe. political activities as Bishop Lead- of the whole world. Madame Monte-
I eater was vivifying the inner activities. ssori is the greatest educationist we have
t was a wonderful success. Whether living in the world at the present time.
you believe it or not | composed a The more we come near to her, the
a number of songs, both the words and more we admire her genius and love
n;‘gls(;c which were sung by the school-  her for herself. S
:ic;nsrei?\ a::r}\‘d other patriotic organiza- | think of the Hindustan Scout Asso-
forting static;r:ses. | We had' a broad-  ciation of which | happen to be the Pro-
fhrid Station, ?n gur work affected  vincial Chief Commissioner for Madras

? o of t: ia slu stantially. Presidency. | have fine hope for the fu-
! :fpyour we corrée a number of  ture so far as the Hindustan Scout Asso-
Madoms Moour reyered and beloved ciation is concerned. | hope there are
ol s sort an her son and’ many many Hindustan Scouts in this

eague Jdignor Montessori. Her pre- Hall
:{ence here is a veritable benediction. .
ou do not know all the service the year and | trust when the year is over

render to The Besant Theosophic
al h
School as well as all the other wgrk in ‘gfegsosg Svirib:ieo:\:.bo'( beck on ayesr

| hope we shall have a very happy

Touring
By ALEX. ELMORE

The most outstanding impression |
have brought back from this tour is one
of a readiness to wish to understand all
that Shrimati Rukmini Devi and Dr.
Arundale are doing and saying. | put
it this way purposely, for in these days

| ere ' of superficialities
to time descriptions and impressions speak of ”areadi::ses t?::(j:rsltj::?i"x

given in these pages; it is therefor
redundant once more to give a detailez :t:t:tht.hatlt “:: UI:‘Iasb ¢ 'too far {r°"'.' the
account of the recent tour in Northern in the rnajo'rit of a'tmOSt non-existent
.Indla which proved to be as successful pecially may itybe tm les one visits—es-
in every way as thg previous tours. But amongst the oun° oy elternfal shame_.
what perhaps is interesting to readers versities. Buty"agre':!?!:ezsotothe‘ ET
'S t O:S:rs so a’:”"—:;‘ the d9|ngs of the understand " is growing and withwi'ts n:
o ourers X thee“ treactlon” and the turally, a closer attention is given in e,very
coﬁw >ssion ourees ”, if | may way to the words and actions of those
. who are the messengers of the new.

THINK that by now the readers
l THE YOUNG CITIZEN will be CO:f
versant with the methods and proceed-
ings of those tours undertaken as cul-
tural and_educational crusades by Dr.
Ggqrge S. Arundale and Shrimati Ruk-
mini Devi. There have been from time
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The fact is that so many people of all
walks of life came forward so willingly,
so “joyfully " if 1 may use that word,
to hefp ark] offer their services. There
was almost a pathetic eagerness to be
“ with us "~ so as to be in the swing of
something refreshing, something which
brought relief to the troubled, ordinary
lives of many. It was like watching
beacon fires springing into life from
hilltop announcing some victory. Among
the younger people, there is quite de-
finitely an awakening taking place.
Slowly, slowly there is a slight move-
ment in the politically and educa-
tionally drugged body of youth. There
is a feeling of discomfort expressed by
individual units of the youth population.
One may come trom among thousands
and ask the meaning of the work that
Rukmini Devi is doing. Another may

. come — all enthusiastic, and say that he

also wishes to “learn dancing” or to
take part in some similar activity. Al-
most always these desires are accom-
panied with some expression—usually
cautiously given as though an unofficial
Gestapo was on the prowl—of discon-
tent with the present lot of young
Indians. At last there is a feeling,
brought about by the insistent reminder
both by Rukmini Devi and Dr. Arundale
of the real foundations of the true
India, that they have been duped and
sold to the profit-makers of the coun-
try. There is still a regrettable amount
of that college hooliganism, mostly
good-natured, but certainly crude. But
that in itself may be but the feeling of
general discontent expressing itself ina
mass display of conduct brought about
by the mistraining of bodies, emotions,
minds, by the present dangerous
system of education and the morass of

strange uncertainties perpetrated by
modern *leaders’’ of the Nation. But
where Dr. Arundale has spoken or Shri-
mati Rukmini Devi, or where she has
danced, there is a definite sense of the
awakening once more of the enthusi-
astic spirit of former times.

The impression left after the various
Bharata Natya recitals of Shrimati Ruk-
mini Devi has been one of a fresh
breeze across an arid desert. An al-
most audible sigh of relief has gone up
from the more cultured few, as though
to say ‘‘at last—at last, we have seen
the real soul of Indian culture””. Amongst
the mass of people it has been as
though they have entered a quiet and
sheltered place after the scream and
fury of the storm and have found it
beautiful. And yet it has in no way been
a negative effect—in no way a passive
thing. This has been unconsciously ex-
pressed by the many who have come
forward with suggestions, offers of
help in many forms, hints and plans for
future developments and so many other
matters. They have come forward as
though the work was their own, as
though it was a vital thing to their own
well-being or the well-being of their
community, city or province. It is sure-
ly thus that one can best judge the
effect of such a tour.

Doors have been open everywhere
not only to the persons on tour, but to
deals, plans, hopes and to the main
structure of reform as visualised by the
two principals of the tour. Within those
of us privileged to accompany them, a
sense of mission has been born—a
sense of the serious business we are
about and sense of greater eagerness
to see things succeed,
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An impression received is the surprise
and, sometimes almost the incredulity
expressed by those who, having to deal
with the arrangements of one or other
of the various departments of the tour,
when they realise that things are ac-
tually being looked at and acted upon
from a standpoint of other values than
the ordinary. It has been wonderful
that when the realisation has come, that
this standpoint is actually more real,
more genuine, more honest, more
reasonable from a spiritual and not
merely a material standpoint, how there
has been a great and eager desire to
do things along this line of thought
without the least regret for hitherto
pet ideas or theories, or worn-in-the-
rut routines of method. Only those
with a truly great message and truly
great personalities can perform this
miracle. | can almost say it has some.
times been humorous to witness those
who unwittingly labouring under, shall
we say, a Western viewpaint inculcated
by Westerp:type education, have come

toar ape.ta

inner convictions |

L Ay~

Perhaps the readers of THE YOUNG
CITIZEN will begin to see a little what
an influence for a National spirit to
incarnate again in India these Cultural-
Educational tours have been. It is by
constantly presenting before the people
the real values as opposed to the false
that gradually the ground is tilled. the
seed is sown and even now, the first
green shoots are appearing here and
there.

These are personal impressions of my
own—they bear no * official * seal of
approval and as such | write them here
for your consideration. | know for my-
selt that | have been witnessing some-
thing near the miraculous.-.something
that is becoming more and more full
of impetus and life, something genuine
and spiritual performed as a mission but
not in the missionary spirit, Because
of this, | believe in India and its message -
and its future and | cannot help suspect-
ing that those who have seen Rukmini
Devi dance, have heard her and Dr.
Arundale lecture, who have met them
or in some way cohtacted their work,
have felt something of the seme. | only
wish that all the readers of THE YOUNG
CITIZEN could experience this as we
have, who have been with them on tour.
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YOUTH SERVICE CORPS

. Th'éughout Engla‘nd, countries and county boroughs have -
) a.CtW_e Youth Service Corps in which small squads of boys
::r .gnrls in villages af\d towns are rendering manifold forms of
vice to their neighbours. In East Suffolk alone there
‘X e nearly 200 s.quads in addition to 100 school service squads.
mong the services given are civil defence activities, the care
of evacuees and homeless, first-aid and and salvage, forestry.
gardening, and agriculture.
It would be fatal, said Mr. Herwald Ramsbotham, Presi-
dent of the Board of Education, to make any attempt to imi-
tate the so-called youth movements of Germany or ltaly. -
“The squads are under the supervision of the Local
Committee but are not directed
boys and girls choose their own leaders,
plans, and run their own show.

leader, who makes regular written reports to the
In short, the scheme gives these young people

emselves without the !aad‘ers’!ﬁ‘pj‘w ‘
They receive guidance but not.

Committee.
a chance of organizing th
interference of grown-ups.
direction.” ' S e
All of the above makes thrilling reading. ~But does:it.. -

take a war ? Cannot our indian Young Citil,eﬂskc"ﬂl“'ﬁ“fh‘i"’."ﬁ :
those ever-present wars agaiﬁst';}'aima e

selves for service in
ignorance ?

ugliness, poverty, cruelty,

Youth -
by that committee. “The
meke their own -

Each squad el‘ects‘its own
Local Youth -
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