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Presidential Address delivered by Rao Séhib‘ C. S, Srinivasachari, Professor of
* sttory and Polztzcs, Annamalai Unwerezty, at Hyderabad (Dn.)

Vo

GREAT mdeed has beon thé progress o{
our knowledge of Indian History since’
the day when Sir William Jones lighted in
1798 upon the sheet-anchor of Indian
v Chronology and since James Prinsep usher-

ed in a new epoch, of: /mv;&gutad Stndlas by;?i:

‘hqde@phetment of ‘the forgotten™ a.lpha,bets
"of ancient Indian inscriptions. Certainly,

the vista of our History has beeP receding.

‘iore dud more into what may be regarded

as pre-history. wh«qh%wﬂs :widened on an
unparallelled scale by the epoch making
“discovery of the Indus Valley Civilization.
The most pressing need of to-day is a

" oorreaty . 1mph.tt1&1 and; st .»mterprem;m{

of the material which has thus accumulated
~and many parts of which still require re-
mterpretatlon or even & new 1nterpretat10n,
. o task that urgently calls upon the best

_minds of the land .to save history “from:
_ being ted to the ché.nobwheels of perverted ;

“"gectionalism and to&emove the . miasma of
susplcxon. insinuation and downnght untruth

that Have been growing up-iy the land.”,
“This dlseaso Qf msuhbm g’rowth!ha.s beeg;

;appa.r_aqxt;to : obser-ve,ts for some time. Against. .

it the teacher, the researcher, the general
scholar and; above all, the writer of text--
books, have to most . carefully guard them-
selveSa Hlstory is not prop&ga,nda, nor xs
it rudeand vulgar pubhcxty That it runs
the serious risk of being made to subserve
propaganda purposes is plain, pa.rtlcula.rly to v

X vﬂ:ase wha a;e cpnversa,nt thh the conscxous,

but hlghly "condemnable, attntude of writers:
who deliberately try to hold up to rxdxculev "
gre&t andi Aonoured persoua.g,es, whether
Hindu or Muslim, Indian or Europea.n. The

-exploitation yof historical resources . should

dlways be conducted \with ‘& critical mind

‘and with jadgment, and the building of

conclusions should be made on the most
thorough and unpre]udlced basis possible. %,

Another equally - potent * and - msxdlous

danger is.that which has ‘been descnbed by
Gy M Trevelyan as a_sort of reactxon as

- muoch marking the method: of historical as

of 'pohtmal Progress,. Oonclus;ons whwh .),
‘Ve béers accepted for a great length oi
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- time and have consequently become stereo-

typed may in some cases be found to be
based upon insufficient date; and such con-
clusions to which faddists become, in their
manner, indissolubly wedded, grow to be
formidable obstacles in the way of even an
initial examination of new theories that
may go against them. This danger is
particularly marked in those aspects of
Indian historical studies that are associated
with quéstions of race and culture-contacts
and an examination of the social order and
changes affecting them, They also bring
into delicate and complex reflection the
principles of nationality and patriotism.
Again, the difficulty of interpretation of the
lines of true historical development in these
fields is rendered all the greater by an ideal
that some historians have in view, namely,
the reflection of the spirit of the period of
study taken up in the light of & conception
of truth, which concerns more the spirit
than the letter of the recorded word. It
may be pointed out that several Indian
writers, particularly those working on the
period of British rule, have expressed a
disproportionately stressed admiration for
English political and administrative ideals,
while the European historian of the same
- gpochisin danger of falling into a tilted
pational or racial bias that must necessarily
warp the formation of balanced conclusions.
This danger of impaired judgment and
deficiency of & balanced vision operated in
the minds of a large number of the Hindu

historians of the age of Muslim domination,
as well as in those of their Muslim counter-
. parts. It is these that have made many
 otherwise able pieces of work sink in value

14

in the developing web of historical scholar-
ship of our country.

Statements about past events are in
reality restatements made after the exa-
mination of the available evidence accumu-
lated by the writer concerned; and in most
cases, the restatement “is a selection
dominated by ideas current now from the
restricted contents of the original state-
ments,” Every restatement involves a
subjective presentation, as the personal
element will colour, in & greater or less
measure, each restatement made, though-
care may be taken by the individual author
to avoid the projection of any positive per-
sonal bias into his conclusions. This per-
sonal bias is most natural and inevitable in
the treatment of recent events, bub is possi-
ble even in the study of the past. The
historian of ancient times reads his own mind,
into the past; and he generally runs the
risk of subordinating facts that might have
had fundamentally different spiritual and
contemporary significance. The golden
mean between these two extremes is difficult
to arrive at, particularly for those who are
engaged in presenting the history of forma.
tive epochs and constructive forces; and it
is still more difficult to portrary historical
personalities and their impelling energies,
energies, in all complete accuracy of their
lives and ideals, without trespassing into
either of these antithetic dangers. Such
has been the experience even of our most
scholarly historians of personalities like
Akbar, Asoka and Sivaji and of national
movements like that of the Marathas.

In the field of British Indian History the .
danger of such insidious forces is parti-

4
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cularly marked. The question may be
gsked: ‘Is it possible to combine the
scholastic, frigid and unemotional gpirit of
sober scholarship with the enthusiasm that
should mark the avid intensity of personal
feeling that should be inseparable from
patriotism and politics? But we should be

‘also aware of the obstacles to the develop-

ment of true historiography that lie behind

. this assumption. To take only a single

example:—It is a most delicate and difficult
task to decide when and how Sivaji came to
be animated by the goal of a Maratha
Padshahi;and when, if at all, the subse-
quent ideal of a Hindu Pad-Padshahi
dawned on him. In the guise of dealing
with the Zeitgeist, some writers have
unconsciously put their own mental texture
and environment into their pictures of the
past. )
According to‘Lgrd" Acton, the historian
should never debase the moral currency or
lower the standard of rectitude, Lord
Haldane, the embodiment of Liberalism in
the field of historical and philosophical
thought, thus says:—*“The historian will
fail hopelessly if he seeks to be a mere
recorder. For the truth about the whole,
the expression of which is what matters,
was not realised in its completeness until
time and the working of the spirit of the
period had enabled the process developed in
a succession of particular events to be com-
pleted......... His business is to select in the
light of a larger conception of the truth. He
must look at his period as a whole and in
the completeness of its development. And
this is & task rather of the spirit than of the

letter.”
f

A further exayiniation of the question of
partiality, racial or cultural or even institu-
tional, which has coloured the work of
historians in the field of Indian History,
leads one to an examination of the views
expressed by different master-minds of
History from the days of the Greek Polyhis-
tor, Polybius, to Bishop Mandell, Creighton
and G.M. Trevelyan. Polybius put for-
ward an impassioned plea for impartiality
in historical judgments., He urged that
directly & man assumed the moral attitude
of a historian, he should forget totally all
considerations of friendship and patriotism.
Bishop Creighton, on the other side, warns
the historical worker against the cult of
impartiality which would develop dullness
and paralyse the judgment. Professor
Trevelyan has opined-that *History must
be thought about from some stand-point,
and the cant of pure impartiality in History
is only equalled by the cant of pure histori-
cal facts having value except as food for
thought and speculation.”

The ideal of impartiality is perhaps far
more easily attainable by men writing on
the histories of foreign countries and of
distant periods of time widely removed from
their own days, as such distance provides
the mental and moral isolation, deemed to ,
be necessary between the historian and the
subject matter of his work, for enabling
him to attain an ideally impartial temper.-
This positive distancimg should be done by
the historical worker with the conscious
skill ‘of the :trained artist. I may well
repeat here what I have urged on another
platform. Cannot one justifiably ask that
this distance of aftitude arising from a rigid

N
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impartiality of mind and judgment should
be kept up on a most rigorous scale and
should never be allowed to be lost by any
consideration of pride or by a natural
desire to gild the past ? How often have
pictures of the past based on preconceived
ideas been drawn by writers, largely Indian,
hut including foreigners also, on the genesis
of Dravidian and Aryan civilisations, the
effect of the Aryan invosion on the inhabi-
tants of South India and the consequent
inter-twining of cults and beliefs, the
bearings of the impact of the one civilisation
on the other and even the less uncertain,
but more elusive, interaction of the forces
of the North upon the South and vice-versa?
Similar dangers are to be avoided by inter-
preters of the vast extehsion of Indian
culture into the central, western and south.
eastern regions of Asia, our knowledge of
which has been growing by leaps and
bounds in the last two decades, and to-which
some of our eminent scholars both in Bengal
and in Madras have been making valuable
contributions. The culture-contacts of
India with the outside world are fields
which are particularly susceptible to the
manifestation of the symptoms of such an
outlook.

_In this conncction one may with advan-
tage remember the warning given by Dr.
Finot, the distinguished Director of the
Indo-French School of Oriental Research
at Hanoi, that “it is impossible to trace
clearly the evolution of Indian civilisation
-in Indo-China in all its definite stages
without great precaution being taken and to
.show hcfw the ideas and social institutions
'°'f‘, India came to be transformed at the

touch of foreign races of quite a different
turn of mind.”

A two-fold point of view is to be kept up
by investigators in these fields, particularly
the view that should be taken as an almost
axiomatic assumption, namely, that a faith-
ful representation of the spread of Indian
culture abroad should be free from the
leanings inherent in the historian and
student prone to look at new facts from
their accustomed point of view. Sir Denison
Ross has thus drawn attention to this lurk-
ing danger. “The detachment that is really
called for in an effort at the understanding
of an extrancous culture is not perhaps
always possible in the fullest measure. No-
body, therefore need be held to blame; but
it is none the less necessary to remove the
defect and perfect the knowledge that we
possess of ancient Indian culture in its
evolution down to modern times.” He has
shown that such defectsaré possible, parti-
cularly because of the operation of the
author’s affection for the subject of his
study.

The principle of continuity has become
complicated in the field of Indian History
by the va,ryihg margins between historical
and pre-historical times and peoples of our
land, as well as by numerous breaks caused
by lack of adequate sourcesand by the
lacunw thatoccur from the operation of this
and other factors in the early history of the
different regions and dynasties.

Equally important is the question of
what distinctively marks the evolution of
life in historical times from that which
marks the epochs of pre-history. Researches
into pre-history can be regarded in one sense
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a8 the reading of the present into the past.
Thus the immortal discoveries of R.D-
Banerji, Sir John Marsball and Sir Aurel
Stein have established much more autho-
ritatively than Freeman’s dictum could
ever do, about the continuity of history of
which the earliest enunciation was made by
the Stoic writer, Diodorus, in the memora-
ble words, that ‘all men living or who once
lived belong to the common human family
though divided from one another by time
and space.’ ,

True history should be comprehensive,
and not merely be nation-wide, but also
extend particularly in the portrayal of
cultures, their origin and dispersion, to” a
continental and even inter-continental back-
ground, Many phases of Indian History,
markedly those relating to filiations of
Dravidian culture and . origins, and the
spread of " Indian civilisation in Indonesia
and Serindia, require that the historian
should extend his understanding from the
conventional, narrow, and possibly sub-
national, and project it on a truly interna:
tional, background.

At the present day, international pro-
blems of various kinds are occupying a large
place in men’s minds, and their solution
demands, among other facters, a degree of
intimate and sympathetic knowledge of the
complex of historical tendencies which have
produced them. Many of us Indians have
no other background than that of Indian
and British Histories or at the widest, por-
tions of European History. The difficulties
which we have to grapple with are the

_complex results of current and past contacts

between cultures far removed from one

another and the reaction on our life proddc-
ed by the intensified internationalism of the
present time. If History is to be fruitful in
this respect, it is essential that it should
move away fromits conventional back-
ground and get in & marked mynner into
the lines of & truly international approach.

Apart from the increasingly appreciated
importance of the pre-historic evolution of
human cultures, the year 500 B.C. as the
lower limit, or perhaps, 1000 B.C. as the

starting point, may be held to have witness-

ed the emergence of full-fledged religious
creeds like the Prophetic School in Israel,
Mazdaism in Persia, Brahmanism and
Buddhism in India and Confucianism in
China; these major philosophies and creeds
may well form the starting point of later

currents of interaction that have formulated

ideas which have exercised a definite
influence on the history of subsequent ages.
By that date, the Semitic, Aryan, Mongolian
and Dravidian races might well claim to
have made their basic and stable contribu-
tions to culture; and India may be deemed
to have become by that time not only the
basis of a growing synthetic culture of its
own, but also the meeting and focussing
point of similar trends from different direc-
tions. Thisidea can be well put before the
constructive historians of Ancient Indian
epochs, prehistoric and historic; and it will

help in the analysis and synthesis of all the

results of their investigations. The -task of

stressing this view is all the more impera: -
tive, because Hindu and later = Indian
cultures have been marked by a broad,
comprehensive and absorbing character thqt
has .enabled them to cover a steadily ™

e
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widening area in the chess-board of human
evolution, and to display a capacity for
adapting and absorbing foreign elements
into themselves. In the region of Further
India and Indonesia, the process of absorp-
tion of Indian culture by the indigenous
races stopped so soon as their contact with
India ceased in an active measure; but its
effect is seen even now, after several centu-
ries of Islamization, in the fact that the
cultural background of some part of Indo-
nesias has remained essentially Hindu. If
Hindu culture has thus demonstrated its
firm hold in foreign lands, itshould be easy
to perceive how much more its inherent
strength should have operated in India and
how much more important its influence
should have been on the peoples and
cultures that have been absorbed in the
course of ages into the web of Indian life.
In the interactions between the essentially

- Hindu and the essentially foreign elements

in the evolution of Indian culture may be
seen those features that have been at once
the glory andthe weakness of our land.
One line of research and approach that may

. be suggested to scholars is the inquiry into

the widening stream of Hindu life flowing

B into the ocean of the interaction of peoples.

I

One difficulty that is of fascinating, but
baffling, interest to the student, isthe con-
tentious question of the division of the
IpeOples of our land into race groups and
their cultures. We have not arrived at any
definite conclusion and are not even agreed

- as to where the distinctions of the one type,

ethmc or cultural or otherwise, should
Pl‘opeﬂxbegm and where the corresponding
tutnrss of the others should end. More

likely to be profitable than this search after
the mirage of race-origins and culture-con-
tacts, Aryan and Dravidian, is the quest of
data concerning the development of social
institutions like the village community,
tillage, irrigation and social economy. We
are on relatively safe ground in assuming
that in India the work of regular tillage,
though it has been often interrupted to
some extent by successive invasions, has not
only maintained its hold upon the people,
but developed in some remarkable directions
through the ages, The seriesof external
invasions and internal eruptions, so far
from breaking down either the complication
of the caste system or the involutions of
land tenure and village rights, has, on the
other hand, added to the complexity of the
situationy the divisions of caste organisation
have consequently tended “to dip, clash,
combine and interpenetrate into ofie
another” and not merely stand superimpos.
ed, one upon another, like the skins of an
onion.

A kindred topic that may well occupy the
attention of the historian is the proper
explanation of stratification that has marked
Indian society, and the possible elements
that may have operated o limit and modify
the rigidity and turgidity of social activity
in all its phases. Equally attractive is the

less pressing but perhaps more interesting -

problem of the existence of fundamental
differences .between social evolution in
India and similar processes in neighbouring
lands like Burma, Tibet and Central Asia.
'The great challenges that have come down
like avalanches on the slope of time, like
Buddhism, the Hona and Scythian invasions

L

INDIAN ‘HISTORY CONGRESS 7

and settlement, and the advent of Islam,
have tended to modify the lines of social
progress and alter even their bases. In this
field the duty of the historian is to show
that progress has not always been absent as
has sometimes been imagined, but has
positively been made possible by these
great operating forces.

On the history of Islam in India and the

“ mutual influence of Islamic calture and

Hinduism in their widest aspect, the student
is faced with a number of questions clamour-
ing for solution, or at least an attempt at
correct interpretation, The military and
political achievements of the Muhammadan
conquerors and rulers, the genius of Muslim
writers, artists and builders, these and other
related topics have been adequately dealt
with; but the problem that still awaits
definite interpretation is how far Islam has
really entered into the web of Indian life
in some of its remote phases and what
historians have done to depict the Muslim
peoples  themselves in their religious and
gocial life, part from conquests and court
connections and superficial contacts.

We can easily refute the charge generally
made that all our indigenous historians have
not looked into the life of the common people
and have not given penpictures of their
everyday activities or of the changing
features of society. To take but two shining
examples,. Kalhana's famous Rajaterangini
and the Aini-Akbari of Shaikh Abdul Fazl.

" Kalhana's work is something far more than

a record of kings” doings, and Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, describing the scope of
his work, in his “Foreword” to R.8. Pan.
dit's Translation of Rajatarangini, (the Saga

of the Kings of Kashmir (1935) {(p. xii),
points out how the historian has revealed
the old order changing in Kashmir -and
the economic structure collapsing and
thus shaking up the old Indo-Aryan
polity and rendering it an ' easy prey to
internal commotion and foreign conquest.
Ain-g-Akbari,, givesus a true picture of
what a full-told history, at the hands of a
polyhistor ought to be in scope. Apart from
the trustworthiness, the love of truth and
the marvellous powers of expression that
marked the great minister, we see in his
writings “the governed classes brought to
the foreground: men live and move before
us, and the great questions of the time,
axioms then believed in and principles then
followed, phantoms then chased after,
ideas then prevailing, and Successes then
obtained, are placed before our eyes in
truthful and therefore vivid colours.” Abul
Fazl’s “wishes for the stability of the throne
and the welfare of the people, his principles
of toleration, his noble sentiments on the
rights of man and the total absence of per-

sonal grievances and - of expressions of
ill-will towards encompassing enemies, show
that the expanse of his large heart stretched
to the dlear ofﬁng of sterling wisdom.”

Professor 8ir Sha,fa.a.t Ahmad Khan has
pointed out many & time the significance of
the history of the British period for the
understanding of present-day problems.
The material at the disposal of the student
for what may be called the British epoch is
staggering in quantity and bewildering in
its range, and the difficulty of co-ordina-
tion that it pnmesents is likewise formida-
ble in many places. The dross of roman
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ticism and common place sentimentalisms,
which occasionally permoates rescarch in
more antique epochs can affect this period
only in a smaller measare; but there is also
operating the more serious and, in reality,
the more insiduous, danger of researchers
trying to read, either by reason of an
unconscious bias or by force of subconscious
analogy, a great deal more than is justifiable
in & rigidly objective process that should
mark the study of the causes of the decay
of the Muslim and Maratha powers and the
rise and establishment of the British,in
preference to other European, domination.

The facilities provided by the rich
treasure-houses of archives in the capitals
- of those European States which have

indulged in Eastern enterprise, have been
made increasingly available net only to
those scholars who have the ability and the
facilities to study in situ, but also to others
unable to study on the spot, by means of
printed lists of calendared documents, photo-
prints of manuscripts and other facilities of
recent invention which reproduce, cheaply
and in facsimile, manuscripts and records
treasured in. the different museums and
record offices both in India and abroad.
The enormous quantities of records, des-
patches and ' other kinds of manuscript
material pertaining to the activities of the
European Companies in our land are largely
the result of the almost Veuetian supervision
exercised by the home authorities over
their servants and settlements in India.
These have been supplemented by an aston-
ishing amount of pamphlet literature
aembodymg the passions and prejudices of
pq:sons who pla.yed & part in the great

drama of castern enterprise.  DBesides theses
we have a very large collection oi corres-
pondence received and despatched, which
it was usual for men in high office in those
days to keep themselves. Above all, there
is the difficulty of co-ordinating these official
sources with the indigenous output of mate-
rial, like bakhars, chronicles, diaries, genea-
logies, local tracts, news-letter-books and
shakavalis, most of which have been utilised
by the enterprising scholars of Maharashtra
who dug them literally out of the earth in
which they remained buried so long.

The correct method of wusing such
material, a great quantity of which still
lies buried far away from the ken of even
the keenest researcher, was most difficult
for our pioneers, particularly when they
lacked knowledge of some of the intricate
phases of Indian life necessary for the
right understanding of their subjects of
study - That this defect characterised the
work of even such an'acute student of
Maratha history like Elphinstone, has been
made clear to us by Sir Jadunath Sarkar
who urges that, even for the most intensive
student of any particular period or topic, a
search is essential for the further acquisi-
tion of the papers and correspondence of
the actors themselves and of those who
were in immediate contact with the events
they describe. The idea of a corpus or
consolidated body of every kind of first
class original recordsin all the different

languages in which they were written, -

collected and arranged in volumes accord.-
ing to subjects and periods, " has come
to be accepted as the desideratum for any
really constructive historical work in

- former province,down to the administra.’

- Daftar

- Peshwa period by
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Maratha History. One can very earnestly
advocate the accumulation and careful
edition of such a collection for each period
or toplc, in which every concerned paper of
primary importance in whatever tongue it
may be, should be assembled along with
others equally important. The Peshwa
at Poona has been analysed and
made to gelve as & sort ofs corpus for the
Rao Bahadur G.S.

Sardesai.

Thus the dangers that confront the
worker in arriving at a correct and impar-
tial evaluation of the achievements of the
builders of the British dominion are many.
To illustrate one such danger against which
the student should guard himself, and can
quote the ever accumulating literature

about some fateful heroes like Clive and

Warren Hastings. From the days of
Carraceioli down to the recent biography of
Mervyn Davis, the whole chain of writers
on Clive can be cited as illustrating the

" frequent changes of sympathy and opinion

that beet the Muse of History in her never-
ceasing advance. Similarly, with regard to
the discreditable period of British rule in
Bengal and Madras which lasted, in the

" tion of Warren Hastings, and persisted

in the latter for some more years;
the student should guard  himself
against the dangers of a ready acceptance,
at its face value, of the pamphlet

-literature of various types that thrusts

itself forcefully, at" every turn, upon

his attention. The enigmatic figure of

Warren Hastings serves even at the present

day to cast a spell upon biographer and
XLVII—2

reader alike. Compared with' the charm

that has always attached itself to the ever .

widening literature on Warren Hastings
and despite its varying value, the books
published on later personages like Corn-
wallis, Wellesley and Liord Hastings fade
into relative dullness or prolix rigidity.

If pérsonalities have claimed, in a dispro-
portionate manner, the attention of histo-

. rians and researchers in the modern period,

& fundamental factor explaining this feature
lies in the lack of a proper co-ordination.
between different aspects of national life,
military and political on the one hand, and
social and industrial on the other. As for
the eighteenth century which has had no
adequate treatment, monographs and
pictures of its society and economy are
exceedingly rare, except perhaps in the field
of Maratha history in which a larger and
more intensive quantity of work has been
done and a higher level of research and
presentation has been attained than in
others. Even in respect of the military
and political history of the British period,
partisanship of varying character has been
abundantly in evidence. The main existing

accounts of the First Afghan War are’

largely tainted by controversy. “The amount
of controversial literature is fairly extensive,
but an intelligible and impartial history has
not yet been written,” is the verdict of one
acute writer on the history of many of the
wars and conquests of the British power.

Another feature of British Indian History is

that a large section of the Indian intells~
gentzia and of our historical writers have
been unconsoxously developmg a quw- )

-

~



10 THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

stressed admiration for current Inglish
political and administrative ideals. This
lack of proper vision has resulted in a lack
of really accurate subjective treatment of
the topics as ascertained at first hand; and
this feature is accompanied by their pre-
sentation “with a facility that seemed quite
natural in the nineteenth century but now
appears somewhat obsolete in these resur-
gent days of nationalistic feeling.”

In this connection one may ask.—Are we
better than the warped Hindu historians of
the age of Muslim domination of whom Sir
H.M. Elliot wrote in regret that the average
Hindu historian of Muslim rule totally
displayed “a lack of the feelings, hapes,
faiths, fears and yearnings of his subject
race and showed nothing to betray his
religion or nation except perhaps a certain
stiffness and affectation of style which show
" how ill the foreign garb befitted him.”
Such a total condemnation of our historians
will not at all be justifiable at the present
day. Most of us are impressed and influenc-
ed by British political practice and European
ideology and literature; and the growth of
Indian nationalism has accentuated this
bias which has, however, stra.hgely enough,
worked both ways. One class of our writers
are apprehensive of the possible political
repercussions of their views and conse-
quently deny themselves that full freedom
of expression which is their right. Another
class go the other way and display a bias
coneciously strained so as to please the
administration. It is only very rarely we
get the historian that will naturally become
indifferent to the effect that his views and
judgments may produce upon the sdminis-

tration or the world outside. As has been
well remarked by E. Thompson and G.T.
Garratt:—“The writer of to-day inevitably
has a world outside his own people, listening
intently and as touchy as his own people,
as swift to take offence.l.........This
knowledge of an overhearing, even eaves.
dropping public, of being in partibas infide-
lium, exercises a constant silent ggnsorship,
which has made British-Indian History the
worst patch in curreut scholarship, Orme,
Elphinstone, Montgomery Martin, Marsh-
man, Thornton, Keene, Belveridge, Mill and
Wilson, and most of the earlier historians
of separate episodes are vivacious reading
and kept the subject alive.”

The ideal historian should not also display
any tendency to weave destiny rouud his
heroes, instead of allowing the story of
their destiny to unfold itself in a natural
manner. HKvery piece of his work should
be primarily based on an impartial inter-
pretation of data which should be subjected
to strictly scientific tests in their qualitative
selection, as these alone would ensure their
indicative value. Hvery epoch has got o

“be studied not only in its physical and

madterial aspects, but also in its cultural and
moral life; and the main task of the histo-
rian is to make history as much of a reality
as possible, concrete and alive—“combining
in it both the actuality of the field of treat-
ment and a justifiable and well-founded
morality of analysed conclusions; and he

should avoid making his narrative degene-

rate into one kind of-romance or another.”

Such model and normative work has

been effected by several talls. historians
of our land, of whom, to indicate only &

Lo

- of Ancient Tamil civilisation.
Bombay, the Indian Historical Research.
""" fnstitate of Father Heras has been turning
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fow, among those fortunately still with us
and active, may be mentioned Sir Jadunath
Sarkar, Dr. S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar,
Father Heras, Dr. RK. Mookerji, Dr.
D.R. Bhandarkar, Dr. Sir 8.A. Khan, Dr.
S.N. Sen and Dr. R.C. Majumdar, who may
be deemed to be the highest representatives
of the different fields in which they have
been working and all of whom enjoy a
goodly hefitage of both work and following:

The genius and activity of Indian histo-
torical scholarship at the present day are
many-sided. The different Universities of

- the land are developing individual historical

schools devoted to research in particular
fields: Of these the Calcutta school nurtur-
od into vitality by Sir Asatosh Mookerijee,
the Madras school initiated by Dr. S.XK.
Aiyangar and sustained by Professor
K.A. Nilakanta Sastriar, the Allahabad
School developed ‘i'nto fall stature by Dr.
gir 8.A. Khan, the Punjab school devoting
itself, among other work, particularly to the
geld of Sikh History, the Osmania school
intensively engaged in the elucidations of
Deccan history and the Aligarh school
dedicating its talents to the bringing out ‘of
a comprehensive history of India under
Muslim rule, should. be noticed.. In South
India much valuable work is being done
towards the resusciation of Ancient Dra.
vidian and Tamil culture by scholars like

“Mr. V.R. Ramachandra Dikshitar, who has,

by his recent translation of the great Tamil
classic, Silappadiharam, (the Lay of the
Anklet) revealed one of the treasure-houses
) Similarly, in

out - solid, valuable and continuous work.
We, the historians of India, owea tribute of
homage to the learned bodies which have
been assisting us in one way or another,
like the venerable Royal Asiatic Society of
Bengal, the fountain-head of all Indological
research; its sister institution, the - Bombay
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society; the
Bharat Ttihas Shamshodak Mandali of
Poona, which has shown what enlightened
nationalism could achieve in the re-
suscitation of the past; the Indian
Historical Records Commission that bas so
much of solid and unpretentious, but very
valuable, work to its credit; the Bihar and -
Orissa Research Society that was enabled
to burst into effloreacence by the genius-and
labours of the late Dr. K.P. Jayaswal; the
youthful Department of Historical and Anti-
quarian Studies, Assam, which bas in a few
years put forth an abundance of published
work; the Historical Societies of the
Punjab, Assam, Gujarat the U.P. and Bom.-
bay, the Mythic Society of Bangalore, one
of whose fosterparents ;zzhe venerable Dr.
8.K. Aiyangar, the Andhra and’ Karnataka
Historical Research Societies and the Rama
Varma and the Tirupati Oriental Research
Institutes, as well as periodicals like the
Journal of Indian History, the Indian His.
torical Quarterly and Indian” Culture. Let
us also acknowledge with kindly feelings of
appreciation the good help that we have
received from the monumental publications
of the Archmological Survey of India in all
its branches, for a period of nearly three
quarters of & century, as well as from the
Archsological Departments of great states
like Hyderabad, Mysore, Travancore and
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Baroda. Foreign institutes of Indology are
bringing out journals dealing with subjects

_of Indian historical interest in centres
extending from New Haven in America to
Leyden and Oslo and to Hanoi and Batavia
in the Far East; these have assisted us in a
considerable measure with material, new
points of view and fresh fields for explora-
tion and invigorated us with most sustaining
food. To all these various agencies of help,
it is the duty of the historians of India
assembled in their Congress to pay a meed
of praise and appreciative gratitude.

Surveying the progress made by our

- Congress in . furthering the scheme of a
Comprehensive History of India, we are
happy that syllabuses of the various periods
have been framed for discussion. The Secre-
taries will now submit the complete skeleton
syllabus . of the proposed History, spread
~ out over twelve volumes, for its oconsidera-
tion by the Committee appointed at the
last session and also for eliciting the views of
the members of the Congress. At this stage
it will ‘be useful if this session can give its
countenance and approval to the scheme,
and to provide for the appointment of com-
mittees and editorial boards for pushing
through the work. A considerable headway
still remains to be made before the scheme
can be actually put into execution. Finance
is a most important factor for the effective

* fruition of our aim, and it is high time that
an appeal be definitely made to Govern.
ments, both British and Indian, and to

generous patrons, in the name of this

_ Congress, which is fully representative of
historical scholarship hailing from every
part of the country, in order that we may
get a satisfactory response.

e

e :
2_‘.‘5'

Our scheme of & Comprehensive History
to be written on scientific lines was first
mooted in the Allahabad Session in 1938.
Preparations were made for implementing
these proposals both at the Calcutta Session
in 1939 and at the subsequent meeting at
Lahore in 1940. The Congress has approv-
ed of these basic proposals af these two
Sessions. .,

The plan has for its object the stimula.
tion of research and the bringing to light of
the results of such research made by
scholars in the various branches and periods

of our country’s history. The treatmentis

intended to be on an ample and comprehen-
sive scale and not merely to be popular and
to satisfy the need of thelay reader. The
appeal for support to our effort goes forth
in the name of our Congress which is a
most representative organisation and whose
roll of membership includes scholars coming "
from all parts of the country, and from the
different Universities, Historical Associa-.
tions, the Central and Provincial Govern-
ments, Indian States and the Imperial
Government in their Archxzological and
Record Departments. Membership of our
Congress is open to everyone interested in
the scientific study of Indian History and its
attention has been concentrated on the
cultivation of research and its encourage-
ment a3 can be seen from the published
volumes of our Proceedings. Our aim in
this great effort is not at all to -invite or
encourage any competifion and rivalry
among scholars and writers, but solely to
bring about a co-ordination of effort among

all interested in the furtherance of & truly © °.
scientific historical work. The Congress =~

.
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has made it perfectly clear again and again
through Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan and other
spokesmen that it has not identified itself
with any political, social or sectarian organi-
sation and that it would not feel itself to be
under ‘a.ny special obligation on the ground
of any expectation or actual receipt of finan-
cial support from individuals, associations or
Governments, both of the Indian States and
of British India. I cannot helpin this

“connection quoting Sir Shafaat Ahmad

Kbhan who has untiringly been stressing the
non-settarian and non-partisan character of
our Congress and its vital individuality:—
“It has maintained its individuality and
infegrity intact; and this has ensured the
complete independence of its members, etc.
Consequently, the history it has projected

‘will be written by scholars who are imbued

with a single-minded devotion to scientific
pursuit of knowledge and are not influenced
by any other considération in the pursuit of

this aim.”

Emphasis should be laid on the wholly
scholarly * and specialised nature of our
enterprise which should be an irreproachable
embodiment of ripe research work and
intensive specialisation: Qur aim is not the

mere populérisation of. & knewledge of .

Indian History, but the production of an
quthoritative series of volumes, which
should be both creative and original in the
best sense. For this aimthe co-operation
of all scholars, Indian, English, American or
European and of other nationalities is
required. “Scholarship should not -be bound
by ethnic or political frontiers and all
gcholars interested in any field of Indian
History’should be linked together through-

out the world by masonic fraternal bonds
which should serve as the strongest, spiritual
and intellectual links.” We should invite
in the name of the Congress the co-operation
of all scholars, both Oriental and Western,
though, naturally enough, the contributions
of foreign scholars, will be very small
relatively to the output of Indian writers.
The best talents available should be utilised
and held and co-operation from every
scholar, who has established his position “by
the integrity, impartiality, independence
and judicial spirit of his researches” should
be sought.

We are indeed bold enough to claim that
at the present day Indian historical scholar-
ship has attained a growth when we could
dispense with the services of European
scholars for most periods of Indian History.
The Congress aims, in its scheme, at having
the maximum number of Indian contri.
butors, but does not exclude Knglish and
foreign scholars and historians who have
made a special period or a particular subject,
their life-study, and we will most emphati-
cally avoid requesting contributions from
those who have showed any manner of racial,.
political or imperialistic bias.

While the Congress should necessarily
allow the utmost latitude and freedom of
expression to writers. on the various aspects
of our history from the earliest epoch, we -
should faithfully portray all filiations of
Indian culture with culture] movements
outside and draw the attention of students
and scholars to the fact that so far as the
last three ceaturies of our history are con-
cerned, it behoves us to treat this period
much more from the point of view of the
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Indian people than before and less from the
point of view of the rulers of the land, as
has been hitherto the practice. It is our
duty, as Dr. Tara Chand has pertinently
observed, to eliminate from historical
scholarship the reproach that “the culture
and life of India and its independent exis-
tence and growth should have been merely
treated as an incident of British rule, nay.
merely as an effect of the activities of the
British government, British political parties
and British ideologies.” This corrective to
the general trend of our historiography
should be particularly applied in the treat-
ment of our latest period of reconstruction
and renaigsance extending from 1765 to the
present day. We ought to keep this ideal
before our vision and, in the process, contrive
to give unequivocal expression to the indivi-
duality of our life and culture. Again, our
treatment of mediaeval history should be
completely scientific in its accuracy and
objectivity. Besides, it should be infused
with its appropriate spirit and present
history as that of the people of the land
and not as the chronicle of the doings of
foreign dynasties. The truth has some-
‘times been indicated that the rulers of the
middle ages never regarded themselves as

foreigners and should not be treated by us
as such, as they had baut few interests out-
side the land. 'The middle ages should be
~ interpreted as but ocontinuation of the

ancient period and should not be hedged in
by any terminal or dividing line on either
side. Such lines of separation would be
purely artificial and not in accordance with
the continuity of historical evolution.

The learned Professor Freeman was
greatly perplexed as to the particular point
"at which he should fix the end of the classi-
- cal world and whether it should be in 476 or

these two. Our difficulties in this respect
seem to be whether the Huna settlement in
Northern India can be regarded as the first
symptom of fundamental alteration of the
polity and society of the land that marked
the end of the classical epoch. Various
dates have been suggested as closing our
ancient and mediaeval epochs like 712,997,
1192, or even 1526—all these start, it is
true, new currents; but they do not at all
alter the fundamental course of evolution.
That they lack what may be deemed a
fundamentality of issue can very well be
appreciated if we should take in what Dr.
Tara Chand would hold as marking the- life
of the people and not the bhappenings at
royal courts, nor the movements of armies
and battles, Our middle age is thus a
continuity from our ancient period and our
modern age begipning with the initiation of
European enterprise is certainly a continuity
of and projection from the so-called middle
age. Our social, cultural aod political
developments run really on continuous lines
and cannot in ultimate analysis be regarded
as revolutionary and catastrophic new begin.
nings. We should neither slur over, nor
apologises for the middle age, but do full
justice to this period and give a full account
of its variegated life through the co-opera-
tion of scholars of different languages and
communities joining together in this coordi-
nate enterprise.

A history of India written with this aim
and on the basic idea of the continuity of
our national life will be “not merely be the
expression of our learning and scholarship
but also of our faith in the destinies of our
people.” I would finally urge that it is of*
supreme importance that our minds. should
be guided by large ideas and generous
principles and not moved by narrow and
particularistic impulses; and the members
of our Congress owe & duty to the country
and they should not only make available
fresh material hitherto unutilized but also
try to subject the data at their disposal to
the canons of true historical criticism. '

- 800 A.D. or at any intermediate date between

\
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THE PRINCE’S CRIME.

A TRUE ROMANCE OF

INDIA FROM RAJASTHAN

By Sr1 B. NaaEswaArA Rao, B.A,, L.T., Ichchapuran.

ON the banks of Orsing River which flows
through the famous Rajaput historic

“state of Qodeypor (Udaipur), and wends its

way into the gulf of Cambay in the Arabian

" .Bea, stands the old and splendid palace of

the Rajas of Chota. Raja Jit Singh, the
Chowan or ruler, is the 17th in direct line
from Peilab Singh, who, more than half a
| century ago, was the terror of his country,
for, the only law he recognised was . * the
law of the sword.” Jit Singh possesses
many of the qualities of his  famous
ancestor, and though an independent Prince,
and known as ‘the lion of victories,’

hp is a tributary to his more powerful

neighbour of Baroda. The palace of ¢ Jit'
is noted for its magnificence. Some of the
apartments are decorated with barbaric
splendour. In the ‘Mirror Room’, the ceiling
'is inlaid with gold and jewels, while the
walls are lined with mirrors of burnished
gsilver. In the feudal times, the palace was
often besieged, and often, there weat forth

. from its grim precinots the Chowan, with a

powerful army to make war on a neighbour-
ing state There was a current tradition

" in connection with the House of Chota that

a former Raja had a daughter of entrancing
beanty whose hand was. sm}_ght by two
‘powerful _princes. ' As the Baja did not
wish to offend either of them, he bade
them fight for the hand of the Princess (as
in Swayamwara). One was slain, and, when

fhe Burvivor claimed the hand of the

A}

beauteous maiden, her father, being afraid
of giving deadly offence to the relatives of
" the slain Prince, put his daughter to death.
This Spartan-like spirit has ever been cons-
picuous in the descendants of the redoub-
table Peilob, and displayed _itself shortly
" after, in Chunder Singh, the second son of
‘the lion of victories,” whose subjects num-
ber between 70 to 80 thousand. '

Some years ago, Chunder Singh married
an elderly lady, and she resided in his
Zenana in the part of the old.palace. Three
years later, he fell in love with the princess.
Rajkoover Bai, who was the only sister of
a powerful noble in a neighbouring state.
The Princess was but 15 years old, but the
fame of her beauty spread far and wide-
Her family had ever been noted for the
courage of its men, and the beauty of its
women ; and in Rajkoover Bai, beauty and
courage were blended, so that 'high-_born
Hindus from far and wide, sought her hand.
But Chundra’s suit found favour with her
brother, and he consented to the Princess
allying herself with the powerful houses of
the Chota Rajas; for, though Chundra was
the second son, there were probabilities
‘that one day he would rule.” But, whether °
or no, an alliance with such a family was
not to be despised. So the wedding was
celebrated with all the regal pomp and
magnificence which mark Indian marriages

-in high life. - ‘
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The name of Chundra’s first wife was
Naudba, and when her girlish rival, whose
dazzling beauty "so eclipsed her.- own, was
brought to the Zenana, she displayed a fierce
hatred for her from the very first meeting.
For.some time, poor little Rajkoover Bai
tried to propitiate the haughty Naudba, but
without success, and the girl’s life was made
& burden to her. So unhgppy did she
become that her husband at last gave her
private apartments in his palace, and here
with a few attendants, she led a lonely life
though it was preferable to the misery and
wretchedness she had endured at the hands
of Naudba. ‘

It chanced, unhappily for the Princess,
that amongst her husband’s retainers was a
handsome youth, a young Baluchi, whose
name was Saadut. He was the son of a
soldier, who was also in the Prince’s service;
and he had the reputation of being & musi.

. cian and a poet. He had received an edu-
cation superior to most youths in his station
of life; and, being of a studious and obser-
vant natare, he had already made himself
conspicuous for his knowledge. The result
was, he became a general favourite in the

Palace, and his master allowed him many

privileges. Moreover, being of an amorous
disposition, he penned love-sennets for his
companion; and, as he was able to play the
*Cithar’ well, he set his sennets to music,
and sang them during the languid Indian
~ nights, when, the labours of the day being
“over, the retainers were free to enjoy
themselves. .
Saadut’s accomplishments and handsome
/-, sppearance attracted the attention of the
pmi“d ‘gnd cruel Naudba, to .whom .it

KRN ,"

suddenly occured that she might make him
an instrument for ridding hevself of her
hated rival, the princess Rajkoover Bai,
who was the favourite of her husband.
“If she were dead” argued Naudba, “I
should have the undivided attention and
affection of Chundra.” , Having brought
herself to this frame of mind, she set herself

to work to give effect to her desires; and,

by the aid of a trusty servant, she sentan
artfully couched message to the handsome
boy, in which it was hinted that the beauti-
ful Princess Rajkoover Bai had, while
sitting behind her purdah of pierced marble
and which commanded a view of the court-
yard, often gazed with longing eyes upon
him, and that he had only to play his cards
well to win her favours and her love.

The designing and treacherous Neudba
did not over estimate the material she hgd
to work vpon. The mind of Saadut was
inflamed, and his vanity flattered. To have
attracted the attention of so renowned a
beauty as Princess Rajkoover was, indeed, &
thing to be proud of from his point of view.
Now, it was true that the poor little Princess
did sit daily behind her screen, where she
could see without being seen; and in her
lonely captivity-for, the wife of an Indian
noble is a little better than a captive, she

had no doubt heard the laughter and the -

bustle that went on all day in the court-
yard, and longed and sighed for the freedom
enjoyed by the humble followers of her lord,
but which-high born as she was-was denied
her. She must even have seen Saadut often
enongh, and heard him singing his love

" dities at night, as he accompanied, himself

on his ‘Citbar’ while bis admiring compani-
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ons lounged about, and smoked their
* nilgheries and bubble-bubbles.” Probably,
too, her woman's heart may have beat s
trifle faster as she head on his melodious
voice, though it is doubtful, whether she
would have taken the initiative in making
known to him that he had raised in her
feelings of admiration. But Saadut, believ-
ing the message that had been sent to him,
began to dream dreams, and often when the
Princess was being carried to her bath in
the: morning, he placed himself in such a
position that he got glimpses of her as she
reclined in her magnificent palanquin.
* But to see her was to love her, love but
her, and love for ever;” sand, fancying
that his amorous glances found favour
he grew bolder, and composing love-songs
artfully framed to make known his passion,
he sang them beneath her apartments when
he knew that she was seated behind the
carved marble purdah with none but her
women attendants about her, “ Love hath
& speoial voice, and speaks only in one lan-
guage,” says an Indian proverb. And soon
Princess Rajkoover, pining in her lonely
grandeur, and sighing for the liberty denied
to her, but which was enjoyed by those of
lowlier birth, awakened to a consciousness
of the fact that the handsomest youth
amongst all her husband's retainers was
filled with love for her. No wonder, her

. head was turned, when all the circumstances

of the case are considered, and, in spite of

the terrible danger, she must have known

she ran, she began to give Saadut signs that
she was not indifferent to his attentions.

Encouraged by this, Saadut gréw still

-bolder, and he bribed a woman of the
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palace to convey s
specially written to the P

pense, wondering what would be tha Tate
of his missive. He knew perfectly well
that his life would not be worth an hour's
purchase if the great Chowan came to know
that he, a servant, had dared to breathe
love to the Princess. But at last his mind
was relieved by the receipt of an answer
from Rajkoover, which she had entrusted
to a faithful slave.

For months, a correspondence was kept .
up between the girl Princess and the boy

- retainer, until at last Saadat was moved

to plead with the beautiful girl to grant
him an interview. Unable to resist his
prayer, she sent back word that on
a certain night he might climb to
her chamber window by means of a
rope-ladder which she would throw- out.
The window of the chamber in which
‘was the Princess’s couch was little more
than 12 feet from the ground, and faced a
private garden that was at right angles
with the court yard, but which it was
looked upon as all but sacrilege for the
servants to enter, as it was sacred for the
zenana., But what will love not dare !
“Love can hope where reason would _
giespaz'r."' as the famous epigram goes.
The night chosen for the meeting wes one
when the lovers knew there would be no
moon, and the hour when the Chowan and
his sons had sat down to their supper. As
in most Indian chambers of the kind, the
couch was 80 arranged that it could be .
tarned into a swing cot, if desired, by -
means ofmhgoks in the ceiling, to which

- ~—:"2. ;h( e . . }
u--' . q»:v-l‘ ; y ; i g'\ﬁ??;} l‘ y
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cords were attached. The Princess, who
had dismissed all her attendants but the
faithful slave, caused the slave to knot one
of the cords, and lower it from the window—
such a means of ascent presented no diffi-
culties to an Indian youth: and Saadut
who having in an underhand way
obtained entrance into the garden, was
lying in wait, seized the cord, and in a,
few minutes he and the Princess were
clasped in each other’s arms. The meeting
was necessarily of short duration, but when
the lovers parted, they vowed to meet
again. Let it not be supposed that during
all this love-parley between Saadut =
Rajkoova, the jealous and wicked Naudba
had remained indifferent. She had lighted
the fire and eagerly watched its progress,
for she had spies all over the palace; and
the first meeting at the window was made
known to her. But with devilish artful-
ness, she determined that the time was not
yet .ripe for bringing the matter to the
notice of Chundra. He was greatly
attached to the Princess, and Naudba feared
that, unless he was aroused to a pitch of
fury, by jealousy, he would overlook
Rajkoove’s indiscretion and forgive her.
So Naudba waited, like a tigress waiting
for her prey. She knew that if she was
patient, her prey would be secured.

All- unaware of their danger, the
lovers were emboldened by that first
meeting, and some letters passed between
them every day.. At last they resolved to
meet again, and & meeting time (assignation)
was made. This time, the Princess arran.
ged to leave her chamber by means of the
knotted cord, and go to & bower in the

garden. The night came, and as it seemed
to the lovers, the very elements favoured
them ; for, not only was it. intensely dark,
but rain was falling. At the appointed
hour, and while her lord feasted, Rajkoover
Bai silently threw open her casement, and
with the aid of her devoted slave, ‘slid’
down the cord and fled to the bower where
Saadut was waiting for her.

PART I

All was silent, save for the whirring and
chirping of the thousand and one insects
that make an Indian night melodious.
The soft rain pattered on the great palm-
leaves, and drove the fireflies (glow"
worms) to seek shelter ; but the odours of
many flowers made the air languid and
dreamy. External influences, however,
affected not the lovers. Clasped -in each
other’s arms, they forgot everything save

the passion of love, and on each other’s

lips, they sealed their devotion for, * Love -

overcomes all things (OMNIA-VINCIT
AMORE) and even we succumb to love.”
But suddenly sounds arose to which they
could not be deaf. They became aware of
some extra-ordinary commotion in the
palace. There was the suffling of many
feet, the“clanking of arms, the ﬂashing of
torches, the hubbub of men’s voices.

“ Allah save us! we are discovered!”s
whispered the Princess.
as you love me!” .

“No,” he answered, firmly ; “as you are
in danger, I will share it with you.”

“Saadut, Saadut ! she begged, “ pain me
not. I may be able to appease my lord’s
anger ; but if he discover us both together
he will slay us both,”

“Fly fly, Saadut, _

. terrible distrees.
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“J cannot go and leave you to his
wrath,” replied Saadut, who was a brave
youth. “Fly with me. We may easily
gain the river, where we can obtain a boat,
and before the day breaks, we will be far
away.”’

Rajkoover Bai was more practical than
he was, and assured him that flight was
impossible. Her husband’s mounted retain-
ers would scour the country, and leave no
road open. Their only chance of escape
was by relying on her woman's wit and
trusting to her influence over her husband.
In spite of this argument, Saadut seemed
reluctant to go. But the commotion wag
increasing. It was evident the whole palace”
was aroused, and Chundra’s deep voice
could be heard, as in angry tones he called
his follwers to surround the garden; and
already the flare of the torches shone upon

~ the drippling foliage.

'« Go-go,” in the name of Brahma. I

beseech you,” pleaded the poor Princess, in
And, unable to resist her

pleadings, Saadut had scarcely time to

‘disappear among thick bushes and cluster-
-ing palm trees, and climb over a high

wall, before the garden was filled with

-.armed men, with Chandra leading them,
‘Bwathing' her face in veil, Rajkoover
~ slowly approached her enraged husband,

and controlling her excitement as . best she
could, she asked, as she knelt to him

" % What does all this mean, my lord.”

% Foul and degraded being,” he answered,
“it means you have dishonoured my name
and house, and I am going to kill youn.”

The Princess, rose to her feet proudly,

" and believing that her lover was not known,"

and had effected his retreat, she cared
nothing for herself. '

¢¢ It you think I have dishonoured you.”
she said boldly, ¢¢kill me but not him.
Make not our trouble public. Let me go
in, and I will kill myself quietly, and you
can say I have died of some sudden illness.”

To this her husband’s only reply was a
terrific blow with a staff he carried. And
he beat her until she fell quivering to the
ground. But in a few moments, she
sprang up by a desperate effort, and exclai-
med with fiery energy:

¢ My lord, I am not & bullock, that you
should beat me so." I'am of royal blood,
and demand such treatment as is due to
a Princess.” —

Again her husband’s only reply was a
savage blow that once more felled her to
the ground. Then ordering some of the
servants to convey her to her chamber, he
told others to follow him. And he made
his way to the courtyard, and to the
quarters occupied by the guard of the
palace. His object was to see Saadut’s
father, and compel him to produce
his sonj for Naudba’s spies, who had
conveyed the information that the Princess
had “escaped .from her room, also .stated
that Saadut was the lover. But what was
Chundra’s surpriss when he found the
youth calmly seated, surrounded by com-
panions, to whom he was singing. For the
moment, the Prince’s suspicions wWare
allayed, so far as the lad was concerned.
He thought that he must have been mis-

in formed, and without speaking, he strode
back to the palace, still maddened with

jealous rage.

N



20 THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

In the meantime, Princess Rajkoover
bad been taken to her apartments. She
was battered and bruised by the severe
beating her husband had given her. But
she showed no signs of fear. She uttered
no moan. And now. the savage Chundra
burst into the room.

‘“ What is the name of thy lover, false
one ?” he cried menacingly.

8he drew herself up with all the pride of
her race, and made answer:

“ Thiak you, my lord, that even if I
had a lover, I should betray him ?".

“Do not seek to deceive me,” roared
Chundra, ** or I will hack you to pieces.”

‘¢ Kill me,” she answered calmly, * as it
o pleases you. But forget not thatlam
your wife, and of birth as noble as your
own. And if you kill me, there are those
who will avenge my death.'’

This answer seemed to enrage him
more, and he ordered the cowering servants
to seize her, and . make the cord by which
she had lowered herself from the window
fast to her ankles, This being done, she
was drawn up by means of the hopk in the
ceiling and, while she hung in this terrible
position head downwards, her brutal hus-
band belaboured her with a staff until it
broke, Then he called for a tulwar
(sabre) and beat her with the flat part
-antil her dainty flesh was hacked and
bleeding. At last his passion appeared to
exhaust itself, and he gave orders that the
suffering girl should be released and laid on
her couch.

While this terrible scene was' being

the urgent entreaties of his father, was

flying through the darkness of the night to
his native village, where he hoped to be safe
for a time. But when Chundra left his
wife's room, he went straight to Naudba
and demanded angrily if she was sure tha$
Saadut was her lover. In reply, Naudba
produced her spies, who stated positively
that it was Saadut. Then the Prince told
some of his retainers to arrest the youth,
and bring him to the vaults beneath the

palace. And a huge Arab slave was ordered -

to have ready a large crucible of " boiling
lead. In a short time, however, word was
brought to the Prince that Saadut was

.nowhere to be found. This seemed confir-

matory of the lad's guilt, and Chandra

offered a reward of a Rs. 1,000/- for his

capture. .

The next day Chundra visited his wife
again. She was in a terrible state and
unable to move, nevertheless, on her firmly
refusing to name her lover, he once more
beat her ; though in spite of the torture and
agony she suffered, not & word of murmur-
ing escaped her lips. When the night came
and there was no word of Saadut having
been captured, the brutal Prince repaired
once more to Rajkoover’s chamber. But

she was in a condition where his brutality .
could no longer affect her, for, she was '
quite uynconscious, and such a pitiable -

spectacle came from the wounds he had

inflicted that few men could have looked

upon her without being moved. But
Chandra was a Rajput Prince, and pity was
unknown to him, when he considered that

the honour of his house was at stake, and

enacted in the palace, Saadut, yielding to - that wrongs were to be avenged ! So, all
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unconscious she was, he beat her again and
again,

A few hours later, when the Indian dawn
was breaking with a dazzling splendour of
crimson and gold, poor Princess Rajkooveri
heaved a deep sigh, and, with a smile upon
her beautiful face, passed to one of the
seven heavens, where brutal passions
avail nof. e

, PART III

. When the Prince was informed of her

death. he ordered a report to be spread that
she had died of snake bite, for he knew
that, though he was the son of Raja Jit
Singh, the Lion of Vietories-, he might have
to answer to the all-powerful Kaisar-I-Hind,
the Empress of India, who would tolerate
no murder in her dominions if she could
help it. Time had been when an Indian
Prince could have beaten a dozen of his
wives or relatives. But those days had gone

" by ; the fierce arbitrament of the sword had

given place to the scales of justice and

" Chundra was fully aware that his brutal
deed would be called murder in the more

enlightened age (19th Century) in which
he lived.

By a strange coincidence, on the very day
of Princess Rajkooveri’s death, Saadut was
captured by some of Chundra’s followers,

. who had deen stimulated in tl},eir endeavours
‘by the  promised reward of Rs.~1,000/-.

They found him in his native village, about

© 80 miles away; he was kidnapped. by a

ruse, and borne swiftly on horse back to the

palace, where he arrived as'the sun was
- ‘ "~ cruellest and most romsantic crimes that

going down. o

Women had already laid out the
Princess’s mangled body which was now
borne secretly through the palace grounds

to the burning ghat, on the banks of the
Orsing, where & funeral pyre had already
been prepared. No time was lost. The
body of the beautiful girl was laid on the
pyre, which was immediately fired, and, as

‘the ‘flames mounted high towards the

darkening sky, two powerful Hindus,
looking stern and grim as avenging gods
came from the palace grounds, leading
between them, the illstarred Saadut, whose

- hands were bound close to his body. They

led him to the burning pyre, and one of
them said sternly. (

“ Behold thy handiwork; She, who,
through you, is being consumed there, and
the dark waters that roll on to Cambay's
Gulf will bear your accursed Soul to the
place of the damned, whither she has gone,”

Before the youth could make any reply,
a silken cord was dexterously twisted round
bis neck, and he was quickly strangled to
death. Then the cords that bound him were
cut, and his body was tossed into the rapid-
Iy flowing stream and quickly disappeared
from sight. = ' :

Two hours later, the funeral pyre had
done its work, and a heap of white ashes
alone remained. Then Prince Chundra, of
the house of Singhs of Chota, came from
his place, and the ashes were collected into

& brass bowl and given to him. And stand-
" ing on the banks of the river, he muttered

a malediction and tossed the ashes of his
murdered wife to the winds. And all fear -
of any medical evidence of the cause of her
death being obtained was now past.

Thus was consummated one of the

the annals of India‘ can furnish

0 tempors;! O mores! (What sad times,
what dreadful doings)

e ———
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TALKS TO A SON

By Sar P. S. VAiDYANATHASWAMY, B.A.,, L.T., Madras

(Continued from page 663.)

SELF CONTROL
My dear Son,

ON this sacred day of Sri Rama Navami,
dedicated to the blessed memory of

“..the great divine hero Sri Ramachandra,

I deem it a matter of joy and pride to let
you know something of self-control. What
a wonderful virtueit is to be self-controlled?
What greater quality can be learned from
Sri Rama than this ? It is the great virtue
that can stand one through stress and
storm. One who has control of oneself
can be supposed to have control of all. As
a matter of fact the proverb sa.ys “ Liearn
to obey, before you can govern.” 8o also
you should know how to. control yourself
before you think of controlling others.
The some greatness of all great souls con-
sists in their self control. But for self
control this world can be but poorly suited
to human occupation. It. is a divine
attribute. It is based on an instinctive
sense of right and wrong and is cultivated
by a conscious discrimina-tion of consequ-
ences. - .

The most dlfﬁcult of all hablts in this
world is that of practising self control. One
may think of conquering the whole world but
not so easily his mind. But yet one who

| ‘has controlled- hnmself is more than a world

congueror. All congpests in this world are
of no avail without self: conquest. When
that is achieved what greater joy can there
be for man? What greater wealth can be

C ‘dwrgd and what greater gn&hﬁc&twn togee . -

-in evi!.

God face to face! Indeed the greatest sages
of old though apparently poor and emaciated
were really the richest and the most glorious,
for they had the inestimable power of self
control.

What does self control imply ? It implies
a complete possession of one’s thoughts,
His mind is nevér allowed to waver as it
likes but is strong and firm. He is no slave

of passions nor is he affected by the intrigues

of others, . e is always calm and unper-.
turbed, firm and undeterred, resolute and
singleminded. Neither joy elates him nor
grief suppresses him. He is even in pain
and pleasure. He never praises a friend
nor censures an enemy. He observes every-

thing with sympathy, and, tries to find good
Even though injured by others, he "

never thinks of retaliation. Nor does he
lose his balance of mind even in the midst
of severest calamities. 'He always looks up
to Heaven and keeps his mind resting in
God. There is joy in him and peace wher-

. evey he goes. To look at such a great man

is a blessing. ‘To serve him is a piece of
discipline and to imitate hlm is a divipe
exeroise.

Indeed self control ought to.be the true
consumms.tlon of every good man’s life and
when it is secured one becomes really great
and imperishable. How I wish you try to
meditate on this virtue and practise it.

-

Yours aﬁectionatdy, A
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DisgusT.
My dear Son,
Often times one is tempted to get disgusted

with one’s own work or with that of others.
Sometimes one is disposed to get disgusted

with the appearanceor tendencies of another,

When we refer to a feeling of disgust we
naturally mean eanything other t han
pleasant. Disgust generally implies a violent
feeling of dislike or loathing. Invariably the
feeling comes in only when we meet with
an object or experience which we would
wish not to have. When a man is therefore
disgusted with a person or a thing, his
sense of propriety or beauty is offended.
He feels that there is something markedly
wrong or improper with the thing or person,
The futility of any further attention to a
piece of work, is expressed in one’s disgust.
. You will see therefore that one who is
disgusted with any act or person wants.the
same to be much better. But seeing the
thing or, person not improved, he develops
a dislike for the same and the chances of
his attention to that thing or person there-
after become remote.

Now I know, you yourself get disgusted
now and then with several things and
persons. It is indeed necessary to know if
we are well advised to get easily disgusted
with any thing. Of all the kinds of disgust
self-disgust is the most damaging one. To
get disgusted with one self is to give up all
hopes of success and any chance of perseve-
rence. Disgust is extremely opposed to
- desire or determination. It is an obstacle
to optimism and a dangerous aid to indolence
and despair,

s

Y Sy

Truly great men rarely get disgusted
with any person or thing. They are always
eager to study and understand the usefulness

of everything in God’s creation, Sometimes

we do an act but if we do not reap the
fruit of it soon, we get disgusted with it.
Sometimes we hope to achieve much in life.
But if we fail in our efforts often, we get
disgusted with ourselves and give up all
hopes of success. 1In all these instances an
intelligent and industrious person should

never give way to disgust. Itis a great

principle of life that there is no action but
yields a fruit. Even if the expected fruit
doesn’t come forth we cannot give up
hopes of getting it. Repeated attémpt is a
matter of righteous zeal for action. It isa
vital tenet of Hindu philosophy that our
concern is work and not fruit. Therefore
the absense of fruit within the expected
time cannot be an occasion for disgust or
despair. But action should become all the
more sustained on that account. To a good
man, disgust arises out of one’s indifferent
or apathy to requisite action and never out
of the delay or absence of fruit, The real
cause of disgust in any case, if at all there
should be disgust, must not be the absence
of achievment but dislike or indisposition to
do a piece of work. '

To look at the world in an ideal way,

there can be no room for disgust. Once
that feeling is expressed, man's powers of
patience and perseverence, and forebearance
are denied. A calm consideration of the
qualities of determination, consistency, and
selfcontrol hitherto explained to you, will
keep you from yielding to that weak feeling
in all your activities, Personally, I am
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averse to getting disgusted at any time

. axcept With the practice of vices on the part

of any. Now that I am engaged in the pre-
para.tlons for a great matrimonial function
in our family, I thank God I am not prone
to this weakness; for if T were to get
disgusted at each slight disappointment that
I am suffering, I can never hope to fulfil
my duty as a parent and & man.

o Yours affectionately

TRUST IN GOD.

My dear son,

"Ha! What a great source of strength to
us is our trust in God ! ‘What & tremendous
fountain of energy ! What ‘an undying
call of hope! What an ocean of joy and
golace. What & sure goal of success and

' triﬁmph is this most valuable yet the most

.simple of virtues to mankind nay, to all the
world of animate dreation ?" My heart
-§ounds with joy at any of my undertakings
tha moment I proceed to attend to it with

+:trult in God. Nothing so far has been

atter.pted by me without this elementary
weapon. 1 can also proudly feel that
_nothing great, attempted so far by me has
failed, for whatever success I had, was

*.-entirely “attributed to this. great. power:
To young men of your stamp, perhaps this -

may seem queer. One may say that self
-reliance is the most essential quality and

trust in God is but a negation of their

noble quality. . ‘One may think that one’s
achxevements are due to one's own strength
and not to any outside agency. A young

chap may think that his band has done
"w;:‘ ‘a task and not anything else. In all ‘these

{

: - three chses, there is the active though mvn- ‘
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sible interference of God, formnone but God
is the cause of self reliance or one's strength
or the use of one’s hand. If one begins to
do a task with the fullest trust in God from
the beginning, not only his anxiety decteases
but hope increases. = When success is
achieved, though the whole world admires
his ability, he is humble and modest for
he knows that the cause of his triumph is
not his own personal strength or ability
but his faith in God. While praise and
glory come to him of their own accord, he
is saved from the mischief of jealousy and
hatred by the invaluable cloak of his

©_trust in God.

Several people come to possess this
virtue in several ways. Some have this -
faith in God ingrained in their mindsas
a natural .and inevitable feeling at every
stage. Some begin to trust in God, only
when they apprehend danger or obstacle
at any time. Still others never gome to
trust in God until they lose their object and
become wrecked in life, and it is too late
for them to benefit by any faith in God.
The first class 'of people .are ' naturally
advanced in mind and are looked upon
generally as auspicious and devoted. The
-second class. of- people are of changefu,
mentality with no settled  convictions' and
are to be treated as moderate and worldly
type of people. The third class refers
to the vulgar type of people, having
more of the brute in these and swayed by
passions and tendencies and perxshmg like
locusts.

Trust in God; it it.is ﬁr;nly rooted.in ‘mn\n
litts him up above all his fellows and

4
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prise in the middle.
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clothes him with & dignity and charm all
his own. Even if there be obstacles he
does not mind them. Even if he meets

- with failure or disgrace he does not feel

affected in mind por on that account.
Loosen. his grip of God. Great devotees,
on the contrary, begin to stick to that faith
in God sall the more firmly whenever they
meet with mishap or adversity. Hence
this precious virtue implies three things in
man, namely determination, calmness and
consistency. He never gets gloomy or
Nor does he give np an enter-
Nor again does he
regard himself in any way superior to others
by virtue of his success or glory.

despondent.

Trust in God makes itself fruitfully felt
in mysterious and sometimes astonishing
ways. (God not unoften is all but physically
seen by many in the early fulfilments of
their objects, smooth achievments of their

enterprise. Difficulties sometimes seeming

insuperable, vanish away all on a sudden.
- Distresses likely to over-whelm a man melt

away in unforseen circumstances of joy,
comfort and hope. Results rarely hoped to
be achieved burst in with startling sudden-
ness and fears that one scarcely hopes to get
over fall awa.ylv from him in a miraculouns
manner. What the world expected to
become & hopeless and dreary state of

things proves to be a glorious oceasion of.

success and joy.

Let me just give you an instance from

You know that your
took place recently,

personal example.
sister’s marriage

“match for the girl.

Yes, but

nervous as
function could take place.
as you know, not much of money with
us. - Nor were there men enough to offer us
help. Nor again resources enough to
This was the situation
then. Still a blind faith in God
to me that the marriage
should not Le postponed. On the strength
of this faith I had rushed to Cuddalore
even at that late hour and fixed up a
Thereby 1 bound
myself to give the bridegroom’s party a
few hundreds of Rupees and undertook
other expenses amounting to & thousand
on the whole. Then

did you not yourself feél

raise a loan upon,

suggested

to how such an espensive.
There was,’

I approached

one of the richest men of Madras who

also to all appearance was well disposed to-

wards me for an accomodation of Rs. 750.0r
at least Rs..500, and he had the goodness
‘In ‘the

and bluntness to excuse himself.

meanwhile, I had arranged to carry ona -
Sivakotijapa in our house as the safest

mesns of achieveing our object through .-

Trust in God.
day parayana of

I a.rianged- to have
& nine

‘Sundara- -

kanda in ounr house with

special

fervour, with the sole object of securing’}?,j:;
some financial facilities. Ha! how sball *

I describe the agony of my mind as I was':

PR

bent upon securing the needed help for :

¥

celebrating my daughter’s marriage. Aﬂ‘j

our relations in our village expressed thelt
inability to spare us any help. God alo
shuold help me! The Parayana procee
day after day. I viewed the pirayan.-:
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the acid test of my trustin God. I was

‘busy writing letters to several friends, here,

there and everywhere. It was a marvel to

me that everyday of the parayana brought
within my :view: fresh signs of hope and
strength. The first sign of God’s

Grace lighted itself before my mind’s
eye when a good friend of mine
bearing my own name in our school
began t6 make esrnest enquiries about
my financial situation and told me with
great sincerity that he would try to

seotire me some financial aid, as he himself

was busy gathering for the marriage of his .

sister. This brought me, I need not say,
an ocean of relief. I began to wonder not
how great God’s beneficence, but how a
great and sublime soul was enshrined in

posseased Side by side with that, I gota
letter from a friend who had all along
seemed indiffernt to my request for. help,
that he would try to send Rs. 500 shortly
on & promissory note. The closing
day of the Parayana came. Hal whata
grand display of God's grace. My friend
P 8. Vaidyaaatheir brought me his promi-
sed help and saved me and the proposed
ma.rna.ge from a gloomy state. Prepara-
tions abt once began to proceed apace.
Agsin the grace of God made itself

felt. A high placed relation of mine
proceeding to Rangoon from leave
happened to call in at my house in-
Madras. He was pleased, in the course
of our conversation, to . promise some
financial help by way of a Telegraphic
money order as soon a8 he reached
Rangoon, Money began to be spent
quickly. Enthusiasm added strength our
efforts. A draft for Rs. 500 was
received from the friend in Bombay. On
the eve of the marriage the expected Tele:
graphic money order came from Rangoon.

‘The marriage was celebrated for 4 days

not only without the slightest handicap but
with utmost advantage. Ha! how shall I
express my joy and gratitude when the .
function of Kanyakadan was over. Indeed

such an apperently lean, body as my friend . the only lesson I could learn from all this

is that never should I lose hold of my faith -
in God. Where all else fails this can never
fail. Therefere you will be doing the
wisest thing both in office and at Ahome to
do every piece of work with unqualified
and unconditioned trust in God and with

complete self surrender, May this valuable

‘virtue stand’ you in geod stead and take

you up to higher and higher planes of glory
joy and honour.

Yours aﬂectionptely."



ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE TWENTIETH ANNUAL
CONVOCATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LUCKNOW

By Snr C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

lT is usual for the eminent men that are

invited to deliver Convocation addresses
to devote the occasion to some topic of edu-
cational interest. But amateurs like me
expatiating on questions of . education are
generally regarded as a nuisance. If I say
that our whole scheme of education is
wrong because it is hapRazard and not
planned qualitatively and quantitatively to
meet national requirements, I shall be re-
garded as making a chesp and amateurist
pronouncement. Even though professoré
assembled may extend a certain amount of
tolerance to me, I think I should not be
impertinent and weary them with my
views on any educational subject. I presume
I have been asked to address you not
because it is thought I could enlighten the
members of the University in matters
falling within their own field, I take it
that I am expected to say something more
particularly falling within my own field of
work, - :

You have heard, no doubt, that there has
been a difference of opinion between
Gandhiji and myself over the creed and
application of non-violence in né.tional
policy. It is now fairly general talk and &
subject matter of public curiosity from
which I fear you too may not be free. It
would be inappropriate and unwise for me
to entertain you with the differences amongst
us in regard to the Congress programme of

_action. But it would not be out of place or
~ without academic purpose to acquaint you

]

with certain fundamental questions tha-

have emerged in the recent situation.
Twenty-two years ago, Mahatma Gandhi

took the Congress by storm when he showed

. us & way out of the blind alley of unsuccess-

ful constitutional agitation. If we havea
just cause and if we are prepared for
gacrifice, he showed wus that when the

-opponent refuses to be reasonable and there

appears to be no way but violence to over-
come his opposition, there is still a way out
of the despair that faces us. He taught us
the way of non-co-operation and satyagraha,
forms of noh-violent attack which we have
practised with a considerable amount of
success during the past fwo decades. This
practice has given us something more than
objective success, We have gained a feeling
of inexhaustible strength which is more
precions than any- actual achievement,
because it sterilises all defeats and failures,
and protects us effectievely during every
reverse.

No discovery of prmclples of action,
however. can escape the wodifications
required to meet environment. -No prin:
ciple can be practised in this complicate,
world without compromise, especially when
we are dealing not with individuals but
with large numbers of men and women and
under conditions which have been already
made for us and which have created &
vicious circle for any remedy’ to e
effectively applied.” In the case of the
methods of v1olence we brmg the opponﬁnt’

i3

to, extinction by a physical process. We
overcome opposition by putting an end to
the opponent. In nonviolence, we bring
opposition to an end by bringing about- a
change of mind. We retain the opponent,
but bring his opposition to an end. This
change of heart is brought about by the
direct method of persuasion wherever that
is possible. "If that be not possible, we

'p‘r’actxse self—suﬁ’enng and through the

fundameéntal laws of human psychology
excite reactions of mind that are very real
and . effective. Direst action operating
through embarrassment, and brmgmg the
opponent to his kneeés by depriving him of
his means of strength is not satyagraha, but
only a variation of the method of violence.
In satyagraha, we do not seek to embarrass
by any such physical means. We attack
the mora) feelings oL the oppanent " and. try
to rouse. hisinnate sense of right a.nd give
hime & mental distress for which he will

find relief by doing the right thing. . In

applying this rule, then, there must be
pumerous limitationsand many necessary
variations on account of the actual condi-
tions under which we have to  work, It
was recognised long ago that we cannot
kope straightway to abolishiellinteraationad
competltlon and greed and consequent
inteinational wars, It was also recognised.
long ago-that the protection of person- and
property aguinst unsocial . elements would"
have to continue to call for-the a.pphcatmn
of force. It was seen  also that non-killing
would in practice require the admission of
gymerous exceptions in the: interest ' of

!amtatlon and hea.lth "These and ather _ .

no&iﬂcatxon in the pra.otlce of non- vxolence
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do not mean that we simply cast the prinei.
ples of non-violence to the winds. We keep
our face turned steadily in the direction of
Ahimsa, but only do.not commit the mistake
of killing the principle itself by opposing it
to commonsence and bard reality. a
The defence of India'is, according to
some of us,a case to be treated as an excep-:
tion. The issue did not come up in so A
many terms at any time before this but all
the same the exception was not unrecogmsed. :
Now, however, the issues that have emerged
on acconnt of the present war and the
attitude of Britain towards the rightful
_claim of India to independence could not be
dealt with without facing this problem of
non-violence in relation to national defence.
Gandhiji stands for total opposition to all
ware But some of vs feel that our struggle
*é&miot simultaneously bear the weight of,

" two such major issues, the issue of British -

control over India and the demand for its
total removal, and theissue. of non-particip-
ation in war, total and irrespective of equity:
or policies of - alliance to secure just ends,
Surely, we cannot hope for emancipation at -
the hands of Britain's enemies. We .are -
held in bonda.ge by -Britain, and” we must
> limit;~ our “problem to operating on. ‘the
_British min& A - compromise bacomes
therefore. inevitable on the issue,of mon-’
participation in all wars. The ending of

. war as & means of attaining international:

justice should be tackled somé time, but not -
simulianeously with our national struggle '
which has come up to the very point of -
solution and which only awaits one ox two
wise. sfeps to reach complete success.

‘The just and reasonable demand of: ‘the
Indm.n people is that- the governa.noe of
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India should be fully transferred now,
during this war, and indeed, more especially
on account of this war, toa provisionally
formed national coalition government, Even
from the point of view of mere efficiency
the present unconstitutional and wholly
undemocratic arrangement at the Centre
and in most of the Provinces is a fatally
weak arrangement, and will crumble at the
onslaught of real danger. Ignoring the just
and reasonable demand of Indias, Britain
cannot get the free and willing co-operation
of India, the India either of the National
> Congress or of the Muslim League. On
anything but this basis, it can only coerce
~ - and exploit, it cannot get co-operation. The
Congress and the Muslim League agree cent

. per cent on this stand and no sophistry can

hide this from the intelligent world. The
absence of a political settlement between
the National Congress and the Muslim
League cannot wipe out the glaring fact of
a consensus of opinion on this vital point as

against Britain.

There are some people for whom the
~deciding consideration is success. They feel
it a disgrace to take up astand and make
- @ proposal® which is turned down by the
_ British Government which coercively holds
the dominant position. I do not agree with
this. The methods of non-violence cannot
permit withdrawal from a correct position,
for the mere reason that it is not agreed to
) by the opponent. If we have faith in the
fundamentals of non.violent methods,  we
should make our - minimum demand and
‘gtick to it in spite of every seeming dis-
appomtment :
There are agsin some whose hesrt ig
turned towards chaos in the deliberate

maturing of which alone they see scientific
hope for the future of our country. They
must oppose anything that would retard
the progress of such fermentation of chaos.
It is hardly necessary for me to say that
while we must face chaos when it comes, it
is not the way "deliberately to follow or
work for.

Well, this is the difference. If 1 have not'v

made matters more concretely clear, it is
because I have to avoid going into details
and cannot take you into active politics.

Ihave not been quite an insignificant
colleague of Gandhiji. I have worked with
him these twenty-two years and feel the just
pride of having helped him substantially to
develop and put into action hig principles
and methods. Many are the ties that bind
me to him, and it is not a pleasure to dis-
cover a difference and recognise it as leading
to a parting of ways. But prayerfully and
in all humility must we face such a recogni-
tion if it must come. '

Two years ago when Dr. Shah Sulaiman
spoke to the graduates of this University on
o similar occasion he referred to this war

that had just been declared. He spoke with -

the voice of hope. According to him, the

war was declared to end the rule of force

and to eliminate violence from international
dealings. He said that the cataclysm had

come in order to end the rule of the strong’
over the weak, and to extinguish the wicked -

cult of racial superiority, He told the
graduates that greed and ambition
were the forces against
war was waged. Two years have

passed and we are now in a position to -¥

which  this y
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Judge what is likely to be left behind asa

result of the cataclysm. Famine and
pestilence will ravage large tracts of the

.world. The rule of force, it is now too

obvious, will not be eliminated as a result of
this war, any more than it was at the end
of the last war. The cult of racial supe
riority threatens to continue if not in ofie
form, in another. *Therg is no promise that

«-w.greed and ambition will either end or ‘be

satiated or consume themselves. There
will be large changes, - but the troubles of
humanity, I fear, will not be ended. We
are still nowhere near the end of the war
and it is cleat that it ‘will biing o ‘good” to
any of the people of the West, orto the
people of the East. It has interfered with
the progress of freedom in our country. It

" has interfered with the progress of the calt

of non.violence. Indeed, both. _the offence
and the ‘defence in’ this' war “will probably

*‘¢ontribute to the death of many a good

wre

principle.

g spite of these evil omens a.nd unfavour‘

able signs, we may" rest assured that before
- the young graduates assembled here will be
’ cu}ed upen to put forth their own energies

in politicsy some form of self-government .
i ‘wmzhsm@pmmnm - Todis o o ralilt
" the struggles undertaken by the generation
_to which I belong. It will be your privilege

and duty; young men and ‘women, to shape

. out of what we shall achievée tho.t fuller

freedom to Which India is ttuly ‘entitled.
‘_'Whatever may be the quality and quantam

5 'of freedom whioh' we in pur time will have .
“achiaved for the country, it will be your
prmlege ‘and daty in- your-time to knock off -

.the hmttatnons and detrqqtmns, a.nd build

that fuller and complete freedom which we
call independence. It will be India’s good
fortune if you achieve that goal in & non-
violent  way, through order instead . of -
through chaos. It will be your privilege.
again to apply the principles of true non-
violence in the working of that fteedom
after it has been achieved. Ahimsa ddes
not end with the achievement of national :
deliverance from foréign political control.
Indeed I think that the greater task twil]
begin after . the deliverance. It will bea
trial from moment to moment and the
happiness of free India will be only in the

~-measure of onr loyalty to the prmclple of

non-violence after the achievement of
freedom. If flogging has not been elimi. -
nated from elementary schools, violence
still pr:avalls in education. There is need
to wage war against violence in the affairs
of the family, in the working of penal laws,
in industrial operations, in fact in every

. department of social and national activity,-
' Ahimsa is a dontinual life-struggle - against

violence in every fogym.

Lucknow is one’ of the pre-eminently "
historic cities of India. It has long been
the fostering centre of great culture: Buti

&-_;;anknow s.best fuck s perhaps its assooi-

ation with Indian national unity in our .
own times. May it contribute once again.
to & further consolidation of Indian unity. T

" appeal to you specially at this Convocation;: .

young men and women of Liucknow, that .
you should make Indian unity your special .
mission. I repeat what Sir Shah Sulaiman .
told you two years ago. HKvery community
in India is entitled to-call India its own. It

- is absolytely impossible "to make progress m :
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fulfilled and we are able tosee not as
through a glass darkly, but face to face.

But it would be utterly illogical and
absurd to first conclude that this Infinite
Life was All-wise, All-loving and All-power-
ful, and then go on to talk and act as if
something seriously had gone wrong with
the works, that is with expression and
manifestation of this Infinite One Life. It
‘would be still more ridiculous on that basis
to busy ourselves in trying to clean up the
mess and straighten out the muddle.

I am not making fun of ignorance and of
that conceit of the human personality that
imagines ifself Wiser and more powerful
than the One Infinite Life. These things,
in their place and at a certain stage of
development, are as natural and healthy as
the bard and tiny and rather unattractive
rose before it blossoms forth from the
prison-house of its green sheath, But to
conclude that the rose-bud stage is indicative
of some kind of blunder or mistake is
strikingly reminiscent of the pre-Copernican
state of mind which thought of this little
world of ours as the centre round which the
Moon, Planets and Sun and even the Stars
revoved, and to which they did homage! In
matters of beliefs, theories and solutions of
this or that so-called problems the human
personality is still inclined to be pre-Coperi-
can.

But these theorists cannot logically have
it both ways. They cannot at one and the
same time talk of an All-wise and All
perfect Crpator and a wicked and imperfect
world. Less still can they consistently think
of a rival Being whom they designate «he

‘Devil and to whom they ascribe powers

virtually equal to those they claim are
possessed by the One Infinte Life Power.

In respect of this there is much need for
greater clarity of thought. Tor in reality
we have here not only the Fount and
Source of all wisdom, love and power, but
also, when rightly understood, the rational
of the expression and manifestation of this
Infinite Triplicity. Everything is there in
the One. But in manifestation this One
may be likened to a bird with two wings 3
one wing of which is positive and the other
negative—like the two poles of electricity—
one masculine and the other feminine ; one
expressive of intelligence and light and the
other e-pressive of love and life; one
representing the head and other the heart.
Only when the two work together is there
the emergence of the third—equilibrium
and progress on an ever-advancing scale

That brings us to angther grand under-
lying principle which i$ that all the religions
of the world, past and present, have derived
whatever vitality and force they have
possessed or do now possess from this One
Infinite Centre of Life. There is and can
be no other Centre, no other Source of
inspiration. So that when tha devotees of
one religion think of themselves as in some
way superior either by virtue of the
antiquity of that religion or by virtue of its
modernity they are, of course just deceiving
themselves., There is not a special Hindu
God, a special Mohammedan God, and &
special Christian God. Thereis only One
God, One Infinite Life Power. And there-
fore if that be true, and most religionists

agree that it is trueit follows that the

power behind all genuine revelation, as.
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embodied for instance in the various scrip-
tures of the world; is one and the same.

The nature of the revelation may be
different, as may also the receptive condi-
tions present at the time. The nature of
the revelation in the primitive days of man-
kind must mnecessarily have been vastly
different from the nature of the revelation
suited to modern conditions and times. And
in every case the revelation will be condi-
tioned by the receptive capacity and under-
standing of the living channel or medium
through which it comes. Two very impor-
tant points to grasp here, I submit, are (one)
the continuity of this Life-impulse or influx
from the One Infinite Source, and (two) the
fact that this eternal influx, .which contalns
living thoughts (and all great inventions and

discoveries are living thoughts) is limited 1n.

its epression and scope by the instrument
through which it passes and by ‘the. receptive
capacity of those for whom it is mainly

intended.

And here I venture to say that humanity
as & whole has reached a stage in its deve-
lopment when & more direct revelatiom
shorn of symbols and figures of speech, is
only demanded by an increasing number,
but is possible. Personally I am sure of this, .
atleast as regards the more enlightened
minority.

There are other underlying principles
but I suggest that those I have mentioned,
and which I have considered only very
briefly and in the barest outline, do supply a
pretty solid foundation, an eternal rock of
truth, on which to base a common search
for those things for which the Truth
Seekers’ Fraternity professes to stand. And
indeed that, I suggest has application to the
sincere devotees of all religions and cultures
and to those sincere sceptics who belong to
no religion at all. For they concern not
creeds and dogmas and beliefs, but the
broad the universal and eternal facts and

truths of life.

will Be welcomed by all those
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PLATO, WHITMAN, HITLER FROM THE EDUCATIONAL
POINT OF VIEW

By Mz. Buoynarn CHATTOPADHYAYA

PRODUCE great Persons—the rest follows.

Thus sings Walt Whitman, the post
of the modern world. Men and women of
strong bodies and firm moral character are
needed to make a nation really great. A
place may contain tallest and costliest buil-
dings, libraries and colleges, hotels of
granite and iron and yet may not be great
at all. Such a place may be peopled by
men and women of poor health and without
any moral beauty in theirsouls. A country
may bave numerous population and plenty
of money and scholars—yet it would fail to
command any respect if it is inhabited by
demoralised slaves whom fear of death
has made veritable objects of pity, It is for
this reason that Whitman sings.

A great city is that which has the greatest
men and women.

If it be & few ragded huts it is still the
greatest city in the whole world”,

It reminds us of Plato’s saying:

# Can there be anything better for a State
than'that it should contain the best
possible men and women.

To the Greek mind human perfection
meant moral beauty of soul combined with
outward beauty of form. Thus we read
in the Republic of Plato :

“ Surely, then to him who has an eye to see,
there can be no fairer spectacle than
that of a man who combines the possses-
sion of moral beauty in his soul with
outward beauty of form, corresponding
and harmonising with the formaer,
because the same great pattern enters
into both.”

With a view to produce such perfect
citizens Greek culture has attached great
value to music and gymnastic in the educa-
tion of young men—gymnastic for the body
and music for the mind. In Plato’s Republic
we come across the following lines:

“ No doubt careful training in gymnastie, as
well as in music, ought to begin with
lci?élfi’hood, and o on through all their

_ This Greek spirit finds remarkable expres-

sion in the poetry of Walt Whitman. In

him we discover Hellenism in its truest
sense. The sacred human "body, long
neglected, is again glorified in poetry at once
vigorous and beautiful. Religious preachers
looked upon the flesh as something to be
crucified so that spiritual life might be
ennobled. They saw an eternal conflict
between the demands of the body and those
of the soul. Whitman came like a prophet
and recognised the claims of .both. The
human body regained its glory, the Greek
spirit again became victorious through the
mighty voice of the Yankee The poet from
the New World proclaimed in a new voice

*1 have said that the soul is not more than
the body, .

And | have said that the body is not more
than the soul.

And nothing, not God, is greater to one.than
one’s self is.”

Whitman is a genius and the work of &
genius is to bl:e&k old idols and create new
values. He is a transvaluer of values.
Whitman made us see what we did not sea
before—the glory of a perfect human body.
He sang:

“If anything is saered the human body is
sacred,

And the glory and sweet of a man is the token
of manhood untainted

And in man or woman a clean, strong, firm-
tibred body_ls more beautiful than the
most beautiful face,

; The poem is finished with the following
mnes:

" Who degrades or defiles the ‘living body is
curged. :

*Hitler puts the same stress on
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Who degrades or defiles the body of the dead
is not more cursed.”

Whitman knows that purity is best and
health is best. He is, therefore, very parti-
cular about the body. The army of young
men he needs to create the new world of
his dream must have splendid health. He
would not accept a young man who does not
possess a strong beautiful body and in his:
famous poem ‘ The song of the Open Road
the poet lets us know his terms in
unequivocal language :

“None may come to the trial till he or she
bring courage and health.

Come not here if you have already spent the
best of yourself,

Only those may come who come in sweet

and determin’d bodies,
No diseas'd person, no rum-drinker or
venersl train is permitted here’’.
Hitler’s politics, anti-semitism I abhor
and condemn. But we must understand

" how he has been able to make German

young men sturdy fighters. The reason Is,
Hitler, like Blato and Whitman, has great
respect for the perfect human body. Lll{.e
the Greek Philosopher he regards gymnastic
for the body as a necessary part of education
and he writes in his My Struggle:

“ With this in view, the national State
must direct its educational work, In the
first place, not so much towards pumping in
mere knowledge as towards cultivating
thoroughly healthy bodies. Afte_zr ’t,hat
comes development of mental capacity.

Again he writes :

“ The national State must act on the
presumption that & man of mgderate edu-
eation, but sound in body. firm in character
and filled with joyous self-confidence and
power of will, is of more value to thp com-
munity than a highly educated weakling.

female education also,
In the case of female by

training. He writes: o

“In the case of female education tne
main stress should be laid on bodily tmmf
ing: and after that, on developmeﬁt of
character ; and last of all, of the intellect.

His ideal State must consist of men and
women with perfect bodies. He cannot
tolerate weaklings. He says thatit isa
regrettable misfortune to be ailing and
weakly but it would be a crime against
God and man for a weakling to marry and
bring into the world creatures burdened
with feeble bodies. To Hitler marriage is
an institution whose aim should be to
produce the Liord’s image, and not mons-
trous beings, half man, half monkey.” His
voice reminds us of Nietzsche who says,
*Thou shalt propagate thyself not only
onwards but upwards!’ Marriage should
not be allowed to disregard the social
claims of the race. Love should perfect
the race just as much as the lovers them.
selves. Thus Hitler puts the main stress
on physical training; over and over he
glorifies health. He must have, above all,
healthiest fathers and best-bodied mothers
for creating a new race, strong, brave and
vigorous. Hiller echoes what Whitman
wrote long ago in his ‘Song of the Broad-
Axe':

“ Where the city of the healthiest fathers
stands. _
Where the city of the best-bodied mothers

stands,

There the great city stands.”

Maintaining ones health in perfect condi-
tion is a social obligation in Soviet Russia
too. Thus we read in the second volume
of Soviet Communism by Sydney and
Beatrice Webb : -

« Personal cleanliness, daily shower-bath
or immersion, intolerance of parasites and
of filth of every kind, regularity of all bodily
functions, adequate physical exercise, free
ventilation of the dwelling by night as well
as by day, definite restriction of eating
to something less than tHe demands
of appetite, all become something
mora than ‘self regarding’ lines of
conduet, and assume the dignity of sogial
obligations. It isin a similar light that is
seen the negessity of prudent self-restraint
in every form of enjoyment. From this is
evolved a common judg¢ment as to drinking
smoking, gambling and sexual intercourse,
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We seem to see the code of econduct in
these matters developing on the line of
requiring from both sexes the perpetual
maintenance of perfect health of mind and
body. The code does not demand total
abstinence. But it redards vyielding to
temptation as & _weakness to be deplored,
and, because one lapse leads to others, and
aventually to injurious habits, to be defini-
tely blamed. Excess is plainly miseonduct,
because science shows it to be inimical to

health.” ( P 1053.)

India’s leader Mahatma Gandhi, though
he attaches so much value to the moral
development of man, by no means, mini-
mises the importance of the physical side.
We read in the first volume of his
Autobiography the folfowing lines :

“ | believed then, and | believe even now,
that no matter what amount of work one
has, one should always find some time for
exercise, just as one does for ones meals.
It is my humble opinion, that far from
taking away from one's capacity for work,
it adds to it.” (P. 542,)

Plato has condemned drunkenness,
effeminacy and idleness as the most un-
becoming things in guardians. In Whit-
man's army, too, the ‘rumdrinker,” the
tcorpulent sleepery and the effeminate
goody-goody fellow have no place. He
cannot tolerate effeminacy at all. His ideal

youths are ‘beautiful, gigantic, sweet-.

blooded,” his ideal old men °*splendid, and
savage, his ideal girls *fierce and athletic,’
*his ideal women ‘strong and arrogant,’ his
ideal cities ‘turbulent and manly.” The
boy he loves must be ¢ firstrate to ride, to
fight, to hit the bull’s-eye, to sail a skiff.’
Whitman prefers ‘those well-tanned to
those that keep out of the sun.’ He leads
po man to ‘a dinner table, library,
exchange” He loves the company of
« powerful  uneducated persons.’ His ideal
citizens never submit to tyranny. They
are laws to themselves. They would be
rather dead than remain live slaves.
Spenglar writes:

“ As for those who seek comfort mersly:
they do not deserve to exist.”

Whitman like Spenglar has little regard
for those youths who make comfort the
summum bonum of their lives. Like
Spenglar he sees greatness and happiness
incompatible. His disciples must choose
either greatness or happiness. He himself
prefers greatness and betrays no love for
peace and security. He teaches his disciples
to ‘live dangerously’ and his mighty voice
we still hear coming across the century :

“For we are bound where mariner has
not yet dared to go,

Anclllwe will risk the ship, ourselves and
all”

To his disciples he does not offer ‘the
old smooth prizes, but offer rough new
prizes” He would not allow his followers
to anchor in calm waters, to remain in
convenient dwelling. He would take them
where the sea is wild and the waters deep,

where the winds blow and waves dash.
He sings:
" We will sail pathless and wild sess,
We will do where winds blow, waves

dash, and the Yankee clipper speeds by
under full sail.”

Again and again he reminds his disciples
of the difficulties that would confront them
on their thorny way towards the distant
goal. He reminds them over and over of
the sufferings they have to embrace, ¢ of
spare diet, poverty, angry enemies, deser-
tions.” In unmistakable language he in-
forms them of the fate that awaits them
on the path.

“ Not for delectations sweet,

Not the cushion and the slipper, not the
peaceful and the studious,

Not the riches safe and palling, not for us
the tame enjoyment,

Pioneers! O Pioneers!
Do the feasters gluttonous feast ?

Do the eorpulent sleepers sleep ? have they
lock’d and bolted doors ?
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Still be ours the diet hard, and the
blanket on the ground,

Pioneers ! O Pioneers ! "

Whitman is born rebel.  His call is the
call of battle. He loves ruggedness in

;= men. He is the avowed enemy of effemin-
" acy. Every thing about him is masculine

and virile. His words smell of gunpowder.

Those who are merely intellectuals have
as much chance of finding favour in the
syes of Hitler as in those of Whitman. He
would not judge a man by the number of
books he has gone through nor by the
amount of money he has amassed but by his
health and chara-ter. His beloved man
must have superb body, superb manners,
self-esteem, ¢ urage, kind consideration for
his fellowmen. Intellect is to be wvalued,
but sound body and firm character are of
greater value. * Have wenot darken’d and
dazed  ourselves  with books long
enough ?"~—is the question put before the
modern world by the poet of the Leaves of
Grass. The same question seems to be
coming from the lips of Hitler, too. It is

high time that those who are concerned
with the educational activities of the nation
should ask themselves this question: How
much value should be given to bodily train.
ing and how much to theoretical knowledge?
It is my humble opinion that our educa-
tional activities have laid too much stress on
the intellectual development of the pupils
‘to the detriment of the physical side. We
have been too much in love with scholars.
Intellectualism has gained undue honour
from us, the physical side of education bhas
been cruelly neglected. The time has come
when every ideal should be revalued, over-
valued ideas must be rejected, new values
should be created in all spheres of life,
specially in the sphere of education, and the
sad conflict between intellect and body
should be abolished. Plato should be re.
read, Whitman should be studied from the
educational point of view and Hitler’s views
regarding the education of the young men
and young women should not be rejected
merely becanse he belongs to the enemy’s
camp and his politics are damnable.

—The Modern Review, Calcutta

—— ——
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FARWELL FUNCTION

R. D. PURUSHOTHAM Joint Secre-
tary, B.H. School Teachers’ association,
Chittoor, writes :— ‘

In connection with the retirement of
§ri 8. Vasudeva Sastry, a senior Telugu
Pandit of the B. H. School, a farewell func-
tion was got up on 9-1-41 under the Presi-
dency of Mr.J. Daniel B.A, L.T, After
light refreshments, Messrs. Janardhanam
Bse. L.T.; S. Lakshminarasimha Sa.shr)f;
N. Rajaratnam ; K. Sa.tya,nva,ra}?namurtl;

4

Veera Ragavalu; M. Rangaswamy; D. Puru.
shotham ; C. L. Sripada Rao spoke about
fhe qualities of the head and heart of the
Pandit. Mr. J. Daniel when winding up the

function praised his intense love and

guillessness of Mr. Sastry.

Mr. S. V. Sastry replied suitably ‘and
showed his love towards his pupils and
masters by presenting sweets and other

valuable prizes.
Mr. 8. A. Basha proposed a vote of
thanks.

T —— Sy N
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EDITORIAL NOTES

COLLEGE CENTENARIES IN MADRAS,

lT is a very proud achievement for any
college of great usefulness and wide
The popularity to celebrate its
Centenary of cel_'ltenary. Within the last
Pachaiyappa’s quinguennium we have
College had, f1rsf:, the centenary
(February '49). éele'br_atlon of the Madras
hristian College, found-

edin 1837 by John Anderson, the pioneer
Protestant missionary who aimed at higher
educational effort in South India: and the
occasion of the celabration was. marked
by a very momentous event in the history
of that institution, namely, the transference
of the college department to spacious
grounds in Tambaram, equipped with fine
hostels, residences for the staff and up-to-
date laboratory and other academic
essentials and far removed from the din
and distractions of the city, but yet near
enough to be enabled to participate in
the academic and corporate activities of
the Madras University, of which itis one
of the oldest constituent institutions. The
college’s transference to Tambaram was
accompanied by the implementing of a
very important recommendation made by
the well-known Lindsay Commission’s
Report on Christian’s Higher education
in India, viz,, the concentration of Pro-

testant effort in higher education in one
centr.al college, which, besides keeping
up high academic traditions, should main-
tain the highest possible cultural and
Christian standards that a Christian
College should place before itself. Such
a college should be arranged, in its
internal organisation, in smaller units
called halls, which should have some
deqre'e of autonomy in teaching and
organization. - But this individual autonomy
of the hall should not in any way trench
upon t}}e unity of the whole and should
pru'nan.ly aim at enabling a group of staff
to live in close relationship with a group
of students organized in the hall. This
;c;zzgsforrrlllation ?fh tfle Christian College
a college of halls' w s i
about the same time. %8 accomplished

Three years later came the turn of the
Presidency College to celebrate its
cente_enary. Founded in 1840 by lLord
Elphinstone Governor of Madras (1837-
.42),_ as the ultimata fruit of the efforts
initiated by the great Sir Thomas Munro)
under the name of the Madras University.
and actually developing the lower or higl;
schgol department which was opened in
Apr.ll 1841 and becoming gradually the
coping-stone and the ideal of all ingt.

tutions for higher Western learning
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the College began to
work the collegiate department from
1852.53. Since then the progress of the
College has been uninterrupted  and
steady. The Presidency College natu-
rally boasts, and very ]ustlfl}ably too,
of the fact that it is the “ mother
of the University of Madras a n-d
has naturally been the pioneer in
providing instruction for the various
Honours and higher degree courses as
they were prescribed from time to time
by fhe University. Iis honoured Principal,
Mr. Papworth, has rightfully claimed in
the Centenary Commemoration Book that

in the couniry,

" the "Madras University is our child, and

we have tried to serve it well.”

The Madras Law College having been
derived from the law department of the
Presidency College, is claimed to be the
second child when that department was
separated from the Presidency College
and developed into an independent
institution in 1891. Women students were
first admitted into the Presidency College
in 1889. In 1870 the noble pile of
buildings facing the marina, which now
house the college was finished in its main
part. Constructed after the Italian Renais-
sance style on the design of Chisholm,
who was the architect and desiner of
geveral other noble structures in our city,
the College has received since then
numerous extensions including the latest
Natural Science Block and the new clock-
tower, which may be appropriately called
the Centenary Commemoration Tower
and named after Mr. Papworth, who was
so much responsible for its construction
and completion. The College may be
said to take in its scope, both academic
and otherwise, the immense range of
buildings extending from the old
Engineering College to the University
Examination Hall in the south, and the
great governmental institutions for
women, Queen Mary's College for Arts
studies and the Lady Wellingdon Training

College.
XLVIil—6
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The Presidency College is justly
proud of its long array of Principals
from ' the ~illustrious Mr. Powell and
of its Professors from the days of Henry
Bowers, John D. Mayne and John Bruce
Norton. The roll of eminentjpublic men,
both servants of the State and non-official
publicists that adorns! the pages of the
lists of old students of the College, from
the time of Rajah Sir T. Madhave Rao
down to Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar of the
present day, indeed very striking and a
constitutes a remarkable ‘testimony to the
part that the College has played in the
development of public life in the Country.

We can well repeat the words of Mr.
Papworth about-the past and the future of
the College, and offer this lesson to the
other great Colleges that would be
looking back with pride on their history
and looking forward with hope on their
future. " Such is the College story for the
past hundred years. -We today must
surely feel a deep sense of gratitude to
the men whose -untiring labours, and in
many cases willing self-sacrifice, have
built up our inheritance. If we pass on
this great inheritance untarnished, we
shall not have failed in our time.” ‘

Turning to'the forth-coming Centenary
of the Pachaivappa's College, which we
hear, will be celebrated with fitting cere-
monial under the presidency of His
Excellency the Governor, about the
middle of February next, and on which
occasion a Commemoration Book of
Pachaiyappa's College and its services is
proposed to be published, we offer our
hearty congratulations to Kumararajah Sir
M. A. Muthiah Chettiar, the President cf
the Trust Board and his colleagues and
to the Principal and staff of the College,
on being the proud participants in this
great function. Tens of thousands of
educated ‘'men have gone out of the
portals of the College since its inception
as a preparatory school and as a feeder
to the Government High school, in Janu-
ary 1842. The College has, under the
careful  guidance of a noble line of

o
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Trustees from the illustrious Vembakkam
Police Raghavachariar, the first President
and himself one of the earliest fruits of
Western education—down to the present
Board, guided by the Kumararajah, and
by Diwan Bahadur Dr. A. Lakshmana-
swami Mudaliar, who was his predecessor
in the office of President and who render-
ed possible, by his great effort and
enthusiasm, the construction of spacious
buildings by the side of the old hostel in
Chetpat, and the transference there to of
the College department which had been
long suffering from all the inconvenien-
ces of inadequate space and accommo-
dation and the evils of the crowd and
nuisance of an environment of bazaars
and fast-moving and noisy traffic, been
proceeding from strength to strength,
increasing its scope of higher teaching
which now comprehends several bran-
ches of study under the Faculties of Arts,
Science and Oriental Learning of the
University. Nor have the Trustees been
lagging behind, in the progress of time,
in the matter of the extension of the
educational facilities offered in their
institutions to larger and larger sections
of the Hindu community, until now when
no distinction of sex or creed, of caste
Hiodus or Harijans is observed at all in
respect of admission as well as of encou-
ragement in other directions. It is a
matter on which all those persons who
are engaged in the encouragement of
learning in this country on the basis of
pure indigenous effort can be proud, that
they can see in this College with a
century of service behind it, the highest
and the best of all the Indian institutions
of western learning functioning in the
City now. The College authorities and
all its alumni should set before them-
selves the task yet remaining to be done,
viz ; the complete nationalisation of the
institution in the sense of its being
thrown open to every community that
forms a part of the Indian natioh, whether
Hindu, Moslem, Christian or other. One
other ambition that they may legitimately

have and should persistently aim at is the
further affiliation of the College in the
higher branches of the Faculty of Science

and the fuller implimenting of the scope’

for instruction in the Faculty of Oriental
Studies, as, of all the big colleges of the
City, Pachaiyappa's is most suited by its
tradition, by its genius and by other
factors, to carry on to the highest limits
instruction and scholarship in Tamil,
Sanskrit and Telugu and to remove the
defect that may be pointed out that none
of the Colleges associated with the Uni-
versity has yet provided instruction for
the Honours courses in the main langua-
ges of the Presidency. This, we urge,
should be one the main aims of the
Trustees in their programme for the
immediate future. The development of
further amenities of social and corporate
life in the College on the basis of the
latest educational ideals in this respect
will naturally be sufficiently in the fore-
front of their programme. ,

We are sure that on the occasion of the
centenary celebration attention will be
drawn to the memories of the great
Founder, Pachaiyappa, who, though a
commercial magnate of the eighteenth
century, had all the vision and foresight of
of a constructive nation-builder of the
present day, of Chengalvaraya Naicker, of
Govindu Naicker and of the long and con-
tinuone role of patrons who are added
their individual benefactions to the parent
foundation, so that the stream of
Pachaiyapp’s charities flows on like the
majestic Ganges, invigorated by the
waters of the Jumna, the Saraswati and
other tributaries, on either side. Nor on
this occasion should attention be with held
from the long roll of teachers beginning
with Mr. Basil Lovery down to the present
Principal and staff, who have contributed
in no small measure to keep up the use-
fulness of the institution and to make it in
a real sense the instrument for the ede-
cation for nearly four generations, of the
middle and lower middle classes of the
Hindu population of the city and the
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mofussil. From their ranks have risen
generations of Statesmen and distin.
guished public servants, as specimens of
whom we may mention two of the first
generation, viz. Sir A. Seshaih Sastriar and
Rai Bahadur Pundi Ranganatha Mudaliar.
It is fitting that the memories of the past
should mingle with pride in the achieve-
ment already made, and with good hopes
for future developmant on this occasion.
Prof. Amarnath Jha, Vice-Chancellor of
the Allahabed University, in the course of
his pesidential Address at
New educa- Srinagar, Kashmir, last
tional ideals autumn, over the Seven-
stressed. teenth All.India Educa-
tional Conferenge, urges
that we, teachers, should be clear in our
minds about human destiny and should
aim at producing more thar the healthy
intellectual animal in the pupil We
must so orient our education that the
pupil should be trained for harmony ard
not for strife, for peace and to work for
he realisation of the soul of man. So he

-+ that B N A A

schools were in the beginning run by
Universities and training colleges, at first
mainly for psychological research. In
Italy, the pre-school education of children
is closely related to the home and the
family. Teachers in these schools should
be preferably women who should combine
knowledge of child psychology, love for
children and special training for the
work. Much headway still remains to be
effected in this field,

Another aspect ot education which has '

been neglected in our lard is the teach-
ing of art. Art education should com-
prise Art Schools, Art as a part of general
education and the training of teachers of
Art. In these schools, music song, pain-
ting, sculpture, aesthetic dancing and
monumental  architecture should be
encouraged not only on account of their
utilitarian value, but also to sreve as
adjuncts which would be useful in
developing the finer impuless in youth.

A plea may be put forward vigorously ..

for the starting of museums. iluiiaung
the diffr -~1Blsante ~f Indian culture. by

not atsg us down and virtue, kindness
and generosity may keep under, though
they may not be able entirely to banish,
envy, hatred, malice and all other baser
motives of life. Whatever may be the
immediate object of education, whether
cultural or practical, this idea should be
kept uppermost in his mind by the
teacher. The teacher's duty is to watch
his pupil most closely during the compul-
sory period of his basic education, and
then to send the child according to his
judgement to subsequent grades of insti-
tutions for which it has a ‘calling' or
'vocation. '

He stresses on the importance of filling
up some of the graps in our educational
system. Of these, the most urgent is the
necessity of providing infant and nursery
schools, devoted to the care of children
upto the age of 7. In France 40 peér cent.
of the children between the ages of 2
and 6are in the maternal school and
nursery classes, In the US.A. nursery

municipalities and other bodies interested
in education. Artistic talent of every
kind can be put to use in providing grace
and beauty to craft work, to textile
designs, wood-carving and pottery, typo-
graphy and cabient-making, glass engra-
ving, theatrical costumes, book binding,
metal work and almost evory other
spheres of the activity of the ordinary man.

Adult education has received some
stress.  Religious -education and its
corollary of denominational schools and
colleges are held by Mr. JTha as a pure
anachronism. He objects, rightly enough,
to the encouragement of denominational
colleges, and much more, to the running
of sub-denominational institutions-except
in the case of Sanskrit Patasalas and
Arabic Madrasas, which impart education
along traditional religious lines. He
would not at all encourage sectarianism
in institutions imparting modern know-
ledge. These ideas of Mr. Jha furnish
material for maturer and fuller reflection.

———
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