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IMPROPRIETIES AT THE BRIDGE TABLE
By C. R. Krishnaswami

R. M. Karamchand in his
Darticle titled * Proprieties

of Contract Bridge " in the
last number of the * Indian
Bridge World"” held a mirror
up to us and made us see our-
selves in all our ugliness as
others see us. But the crust
of complacency in us is s&o
impenetrable that such sugges-
tions as Dr. Karamchand had
made, will be passed off as the
vapourings of a hypercritical
individual who has nothing
better to do, rather than as the
exproession of mental travail
of one who fears that the con-
duct of some of us will jar on
the susceptibilities of cultured
parsons in a cosmopolitan or
mixed 3gociety. Many impro-
prieties at the Bridge Table,
which will certainly mnot be
found in a book of rules in
Contract Bridge, are silently
tolerated by many of us either
because we are tolerant by
nature or we are afraid of the
lond-mouthed  loguacity of
these culprits. One’s education
and upbringing in heaithy
environments cught to help one
to develop suave and pleasing
manners spontaneously without

having to be told or without
having cited chapter and verse
from some book in condem-
pation of bad behaviour.

8low Coach.—The essence of
good play is quickness. There
is no doubt that, at certain
turns in the game, one needs
to pause awhile and think of
the next step; but a wearisome
delay every now and again
during the game with a very
provocative pumping action of
the fingers, pulling a card and
pushing it back, takes the keen
edge of the interest of the
other players at the table. An
urgent demand from other
players to “go on’ only
brings the tiring answer “ wait,
walt, I am thinking.”

Chronic Leg Shaker.—Have
you had the misfortune, dear
reader, to sit at the same table
with that type of restless in-
dividual who cannot sit atill
for a moment but must conti-
nuousty go on shaking his
legs and import an uncom-
fortable vibration to the legs
of the tabie against which
your legs may have been rest-
ing? Well, T have had.
“Hullo! What is the matter
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oration of a preacher to the
attention of the voeiferons in-
dividuals,

“1It is thus that every great and
beautiful thing is made. Go into
nation’s solitudes, when the near
season’s leaf and plant are being
fashioned and you will find un-
broken silence. Look at the
million varied coloured flowers
lifting their heads for a kiss of the
sun and painting and landscape
with beauty; there is movement
but there is silence. Or, look at
the sun climbing the east at day-
break, the most mighty of nature’s
forces; but you mnever hear its
operations. They are carried on
in silence. And it is only thus
too—but in reverent silence har-
mony and peace that you and 1
can build anything worthwhile ”.

Kibitzer.—1 see Dr. Karam-
chand does not object to Kibit-
zers. Nor do I. But I certain-
ly do object to a Kibitzer who
will not sit down even when off-
ered a seat, but who will keep
standing with his arms akimbo
behind you like fate. Not
only does his shadow, falling
on the table in the ordinarily
lit room, disiurb my vision
but the feeling that he may
sneeze or cough on the crown
of my head makes me definite-
ly uncomfortable, No,a sitting
Kihitzer, [ do not mind, but
a standing Kibitzer ! Yes, I do.
The successful ruse which I
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once adopted may be of help
to any one who wishes to get
rid of an vowanted Kibitzer.
Apologising to the plavers at
the table, I placed my cards
face downwards, went out for
a few seconds, and came back
with an intimation to the
Kibitzer that he was wanted
on the phone and thus got rid
of him.

Bufferings of Cards.—I feel
I must put in a word on

behalf of the poor dumb cards

which suffer in silence untold
Mmiseries while being bent

beyond the limits of perfect

recovery during shufflling, Non-
violent shuffting of cards leads
to longevity of their lives.
While joining a suit or lead-
ing a card, there are seme

beople who will not play the

card in the usual way with
the face upwards, but will
cetch the corner of the card
and place it so firmly on the
table almost like affixing a
postage stamp on an envelope,
ay to permanently leave an
identifiable fractured cormer.
How are these sad impro-
prieties to be brought to the
notice of the Offender? He
wha can bring about the reform
in the individual concerned
without giving him offence,

is fit to be ranked with the

world’s great diplomats,

THE SUICIDE SQUAD
(THE INDUCED SQUEEZE)

By M. S. Krshmswarni

YTTHE war has brought into
our dictionary many new
words and phrases which we

had mo occasion to  hear

before, We have now, among
othera, the Fifth Columnists,
the Quislings and the Saicide

Squad. A body of men in

uiter disregard of their own

lives have sprung forward to
protect their brethren from
unexploded time-bombs,
through exposing themselves
to the danger of being blown
up at any moment, These
gallant men have been named
members of the suicide squad.

Bridge can also produce a

suicide squad, but in a differ-

ent way.

Have you aever considered
the possibility of allowing the
opponents to run off a long
guit of theirs and sgqueezing
themselves to enable you to
make vour contract at ease ?
[ would call such opponents,
the Suicide Squad. Much
has already been written about
the technigue of the Squeeze;
how a fairly accurate loca-
tion of the key-cards 1is
necessary to execute a periect-

ly-timed squeeze; how a good
memory and forethought helps
in creating positions for end-
plays and so on. Buat it
remaing a melancholy fact
that many of us do not realise
in actual play that there is
a sgueeze to be worked or
that a particular coup is
available ar that any particular
end-play could be attempted
with advantage. The average
player is, as the Iditor of
our Magazine onece pointed
out, content to gleefully ga-
ther up his high card tricks
and take all possible finesses,
whether they are necessary
ar not,

About 50 per cent of the
final No-trump contracts
reached by players are, in
my experience, S0 arrived
at "not because of the inherent
logic of the bid itself but be-
cause of the hopelessness of
trying for a game in a minor
suit at the level of five-odd.
It is, in such cases, that we
find chat one or other of the
opponents has an established
long suit watling only for an
apportunity to tun it offt. In

]
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guch cqses, if the other con-
‘ditions of the declarer’s hand
warrant it, an opponent may
be allowed to run off his long
auit to the declarer’s own
advantage or in other words,

the opponents may be very .

politely invited to contmit
guicide. I camse across such
a deal in an old iseue of the
British Bridge World and my
only apology for reproducing
it here iz that such types of
hands occur fairly frequently
and many may be profited by
being on the look-out for such
coups, The deal itself was this:

The bidding weitd:
South  West  North  East
I Id 2d o
3 NT — - Dbd
Weast led thae king of spades
which South allowed to win.
West followed it up with the
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ten spot in . spades, which
South won with his ace, East
discarding a club. WNow de-
clarer could see that his con-
tract is cold, if clubs eplit
normaliy. With thia idea, he
jsads a small club and the
bad mews is out when West
rencances 8 heart. It is now
patent that East's double was
made on his strength in the
other three suits. Therefore,
dummy wins with the king
and a small spade iz led for
Woest to Wwin, East discarding
club nine. Declarer hoped
thereby to induce West to Tun
off his remaining two spades
and squeezs Bast. On the
fourth ppads, East discards
his heary nine and on. the fifth
he has to unguard his heart
or clubs or throw away a dia-
mond and now the contract
is assured. 1f, befors playing
his last spade, West wakes up.
there is no heip, But how
many Wests would *avoid the
venial vice of vaunting his last
and vexations spade trick,
that would have eviscerated
East in a vicious vice'!? 1is
a question that 1 invite you to
answer.

‘ Christmas Bridge Carnival. Last date for entries close
with the Hon. Gl. Secretary on 30-11-40 and with the
zone Secretaries on 7-12-40, For particulars see page 41.

BIDDING AN QPPONENT'S SUIT
By A. M. R. Dayid

« ¥ Hi That was a beautiful
5\ pid ', we often hear. We
know what a psychic

bid, or a strategic bid, or
oven what o brilliant bid,
meszns. But what exactly is
a beautiful bid? A beawtiful
bid is one that is both thrill-
ing and precise, It is a dra-
matic bid which gives a thrill

"of gatisfaction. And yet it is

a bid thas is delightfully pre-

" cise. It is a bid that a part-

ner can fully read without
the siightest difficuity.

So defined, bidding an oppo-
nent's suit is the most beautiful
bid in the game. The thrill
and the preciseness alike are
obtained out of the idea that
it is not ordinarily intended
to be & literal bid; but that
it ia an grtificial one to convey
some definite  information.
The bid is particularly precise
so far as the holding in this
guit is concerned. There was
only one such bid in the days
of Auction. With the advent
of Contract, Culbertson has
added to this list. Its possi-
bilities, however, have not been
pxploited to the fullest extent
either in Europe or even in

America. The following bids,
from the low level of two to
the high level of five, form
the most complete and the
most comprehensive system so
far evolved ont of this idea.

i. 'The Argt of such bids i3
of course, the immediate over-
call of an opponent’s suit at
the earliest opportunity before
the partner has made a bid.
This bid is generally made at
the level of fwo and vocasion-
ally at the level of three.
Suth an over-call is in the
natare of an opening forcing
two bid and ig unconditionally
forcing to game. That is by
far the strongest of all bids
available fo &  partnership
when the opponents have al-
ready opened the bidding.
Such an over-call informs the
partner that a game ig very
probable, if not assured, sven
though the opponents have
shown the possesion of copsi-
derable quick-tricks and even
though the partner himself
can give very little assistance.
This over-call at the earliest
stage would immediately give
a clear picture of a powerful
hand loaded with quick-tricks
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to the tune of ai least 414
and further blessed with a
good distribution. In particu-
lar the hand would contain, at
the worst, 1 loser in the suit
called. When 2 diamonds is
called over an opponent's 1
diamond, the partner can im-
mediately picture one or the
other of the following hands :—
NS AKQxx; HKQxxxx;
DA;Cx

(2)S8.AQJTx; HVAKQx; D.x;
CKQJzx

(pS.Kx; HAKzxx; D—;
CAKQxxx=x

2. The second such bids are
(3} The Immediate over-call
and (b) The Immediate jump
over-call of an opponent's suit
after the Partner has opened
the bidding or made a res-
ponge. The lst of these bids,
i8 made at the level of two
or three. The 2nd of these
bids is, however, only availa-
ble at the level of three and
it® seope is, therefore, consi-
derably limited. An ordinary
over-call atates that there are
no losers or at the most one
loser in the opponent's suit,
while the jump over-call more
definitely states that there are
no losers thersin. These bids
farther definitely imply a
strong hand with about 314
to 4 quick-tricks, when the
over-caller had opened the bid-
ding and about 2 quick tricks,
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when the partner has opened
the bidding and are also fore-
ing to game. But while an
ordinary over-call does not
commit the partnerghip to any
particular trump suit, the
jump over-call definitely com-
mits the partnership to the

last suit mentioned by the

partner. This immediate over-
call ‘'was the only bid in an
opponent's suit availed of by
Anction players to indicate
that there ware no losers

therein. This bid was retained

with its further implications
in the approach-forcing system
till the introduction of the
Asgking bids, when any such
ordinary over-call was deemed
to be an Asking bid. At
present, however, a jump over-
call i3 deemed to be an Ask-
ing bid. But an Asking bid
at the level of two or three
is an entirely unnecessary
luxury. The original impli-
cations of this bid are, there-
fore, retained and improved
upon io my system. Such an
over-call would immediately
give a picture of one of the
following holdings in the oppo-
nent’s suit, of which examples
(1) and (2) only would bhe
necessarily implied in a jump
over-call :(—

(U A Void (2) A, (3) ¢
(4} A x, and at the worst
(5) K x. (when the opponent
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who has bid the suit is on
the right of the over-caller).

3. The third of such bids is
an over-call of an opponent’s
guit after an intermediate bid
has been made by the partaer
or either of the oppouents in
another sumit, including such an
over-call after an original pass
or take-out double hut execlud-
ing any such over-call follow-
ing an original penalty double
of the same suit, or an prigi-
nal no trump call over the same
suit, by the same player.
This over-call is occasionally
madse at the level of two and
mostly at the level of three.
It cannot be made at any
higher level. This over-call
informs partner that the over-
caller has got at least 2 effect-
ive controls in the suit that
is called and encourhges
partoer to call no trumps, if
he can, This bid is wholly
new. Its necesgity would be
obvious from the fact that
therer are innumerabie deals,
where the partner is restrain-
ed from calling no tramps or
scoring a game in no trumps,
merely because he 1is parti-
cularty weak in a suit called
by an opponent. The over-

_caller may be holding effactive

controls in the aforesaid suit,
but an otherwise moderate
hand. He himself will not
bhe in a position to ecall no
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trumps since he has no
controls in some unbid suit
or another suit called by the
opponents. Neither partuer
would, in these circumstancas,
be in a position to ordinarily
call no trumps, unless he is
prepared . to take a blind
plunge into dark waters. Buch
a call would give a picture
of onaof the following hol-
dings, MNos. 1 to 3, when
the opponent who has hegen
bidding the suit is to the
right of the over-caller and
one of hands, Nos. 4 to §,
when the opponent who hasg
been calling the suit is to the
lefs of the over-caller :—

I. AQX. 4 KQJX
2 KJjoXx. 5% QJino
3 KQXX 6, AJ1oX.

4. The next such hid is an
over-call of an opponent’s suit
after the following bids by

. the same player :—(a) an ori-

ginal over-call made under
the third category of bids
or (b) an original penalty
double of, or an original ne
trump call over, thiz same
suit. This bid i= made at the
leval of three or four, though
it is cccasionally made even
at the level of two. Sueh an
over-call informs partner that
the over-caller is willing and
able to play the hand in
that suit, in spite of the
opponent’s bid therein. Such
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a bid is necessary in these
days of psychic hids and weak
four-card suit bids. This over-
call would immediately give
a picture of a hand which
containe a long siring of at
least six cards in the suit
with oufside stremgth propor-
tionate to the preceding hids.

5, The last of such bids
are the Asking bids in a suit
bid by the opponents when a
trump suit has been agreed
upon, specifically or inferen-
tially. These bids are, and
should be, made at the level
of four or fivee The bids
made under the 4th category
are ipso faclo excluded from
this category. These bids,
oven though they mersly ask
for information, would by their
very nature, yet give a picturs
of a hand with considerable
strength and yet containing
(1) two or three cards in the
asked suit, including one high-
card or (2} one or two low-
cards ouly.

The following examples wiil
give a clear idea of the cate-
gory to which the various
bids in an cpponsnt's.snit at
the different stages belong :—

THE INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

i  E 8 w.
L1 H 2 H. . .
. 2. Pass I8 2 8L _
3 1D Pasm 2D, 3D
4 FPass 1D . 1H g2HS
5 Pass 1H., Pass 1S,
2C, 3 Cha, — o
€& Pass’ 1D. 1H, 2D,
3P — - —

7. 1H. I8 38w _

Pass 1C 1D, 3D
% 1D I H. IS. Pass
2D, Pass 2H,  _
1. Pass 1S - 2C. 2D
Pass 285, ° Pass 3cn
11.  Pass 1 H. 18 Pass
Pass  2D. Pass 2 S0
Pass 3D,  Pass 35w
2. 18 2H. Dd Pass
25  Pass gH#® -
13. I8, 2 H, 2N T. —
3C. Pass 3 H®, 0 —
4 15 2D, 3 8. Pass
4P — —_ -
5. 1% Pass 3C. 3 D.
35 4D 5D, —

The various bids dealt with
..aabove form one compact whole
in a beautiful system. Thair
logie 13 .very ohvious. Their
effectiveness would bhe as
obvious from play.

A COUPLE OF SWING HANDS
By Dr. T. V. 5. SastRi )

Deal No. L.

Both sides were vulnerable.
I was B and we had a part
goore of sixty. North dealt
and passed. 1 held S. A x x,

4 J10 xxx, Do AJ X

C. x x. Thinking that my
partner as the fourth hand
may mnot start the Dbidding
cnless he he very strong, I
started the bidding with one
heart. S passed. My partner
startiad me with 4 NT. N
pass, After some hesitation,
T bid 5 N.T. 8 pass My
partner seven H. N-pass.
Myself pass. S. seven spades,
Instead of doubling the sacri-
fice bid, my partner went
ceven N.T, N. pass. Myself
pass, S double. My partner
redoubled, my partner held
S Kx, H AK109, b K x
C. A Q 10 9 x. South held 5.
QJ 10xxx H QD Q10x
C K x x. We were one down,
losing a trick to N's club J.
and 400 points to boot. Oh,
Avarica, thou art responsible
for inpumerable sins.

Deal No. 2.

Mine was like a dream hand.
Again I was E. N dealt and
passed. I held S, Ax, H. Q.
D. K, C AEKQJ18xxx
I started Two clubs, S passed.

My partner Two hearts, N
pass. Myself three clubs. 5
pass. W Three diamends. N.
pass, E four C. § pass. W
four H. N. pass. I now bid
four N. T. S pass. W, my
partner jumped to 8iX D. I
couldn’t understand his bid,
and went 7 clubs in the hope
that; even if we were one
down, the five honours in clubs
would compensate for the loss.
South who held the K and Q
of spades, doubled the 7 C.
Bid. W pass, N pass, and T
hesitated to redouble, aud de-
cided not to, as I believed
that 3, might have doubled
with the Ace of H in his
hand, my partner having H.
KJxxx and D. AQzxx. As a
matter of fact however,
my partner had H. AKxxx,
D. AQxxx, 2 spades and a
singleton einb. I would cer-
tainly have redoubled the
double, i my partner had
responded with Five N. T,
showing Tweo aces. The grand
Slam was possible in N, T. as
well as in clubs and s0 & Y€
double would not have kept us
out of a grand siam through
any sacrifice bid. Why jump
{into & D) without giving posi-.
tive information to partner?



ETHICS OF CONTRACT BRIDGE
By T. Essex

N the February, 1940 issue
of the Deccan Bridge Maga-
zine, Dr. M. Karamchand
is rather severe on Indian
Kibitzers. I don't hold a brief
for this fraternity, as such.
In fact, I rather dislike them.
But the docter forgets that
there are Kibitzers gnd Kibit-
gers. Further, I must demur
to his tarring all Indian
Kibitzers with the same brush.
There are bad Kibitzers all
over the world, not excluding
England and America. This
fact is proved by the admis-
slons of their own country-
men. 1 must protest againsi
the doctor's assumption that
good Kibitzers are to be found
only in England and not in
India. I must also differ from
Dr. Karamchand in his view
that trying to deceive the dec-
larer is & failing (whether ethi-
cal or not) peculiar to India®

Now, let me come to this

question of the ethics of con-
tract. I may admit at once
that I see, almost daily, the
laws and proprieties of the
game violated, This is dis-
tressing. A great many play-

ers come to fable withput
having perused the laws of
the game. Unnecessary dis-

" putes arise. I would strongly

plead with all players to study
the laws and the proprieties
thoroughly.

Some players do not enforce
the penalties, under the false
idea of being “ Sporting ~, If
penaities are not to be en-
forced, we may as well have
no laws at all. There is
nothing * Sporting ™' in waiv-
ing a penalty. I have the
authority of the best writers
on DBridge (asa well as
other games}) on this peint.
Talking of other games many
biiliard players who ought
10 know betier, consider that
potting the opponent’'s ball
is unsporting. It is nothing
of the sort. Here again, if
my view 18 incorrect, it is
so with those of the best
authorities. Potting the white
must be dene when it is the
game to do so. When it is
not, the potter orly handicaps
himself by leaving himself only
the red to play on. Not only
this, he is doing a distinct ser-

*We read Dr. Karamchand’s article as merely emphasising the existence r:‘l_'.
this failing in our country without any reference to its existence or otherwise

the other countries.—Ed.
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vice to the opponent, by giving .

him the privileze of playing
from baulk. Again, in Tennis,
I have seen players who think
that wheén the umpire has
wrongly given a point to
them, it is sporting to deli-
berately lose the nexi point,
This is anything but sporting.
It is disgusting to watch the
gallery appland such an action.

Let me return to my horses.
The poini to which the Rt
Hon. J. H. Thomas drew Dr,
Karamchand’s attention is, if
I remember right, included in
the etiquette of the game, and
should, no doubt, bhs remem-
hered. But I wish to invite
my teaders’ atitention to one
agpect of the question. Why
should the dice be loaded in
favour of the declarer? The
tendency in games, such as
ericket, is t» relax the laws in
tfavour of the howler, though
here, he is called the atta:ker
and not the defender, though,
in a sense, the batsman may
ba 3aid to be attacker. 1In
Coutract, the declarer not
only has the privilege of
playving 26 cards and the
advantage of the first lead up
to him, which too may be
worth about 2 tricks in many
cases, hut soms of the laws
and rules of etiquatte sireng-
then his position turther.
He is permitted to false-card,
while the defence, thovgh not
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prevented from doing so, dare
not generally do it for fear

of misleading partner. Again,
wo have known the *‘finesse”

known by the name of gz
well-known player, He leads
a small from his hand to-
wards A Q@ of a snit in
dummy, and hesitates for a
considerabls time and then
plays the Queen, as if he jg
finegsing, having the King of
the suit in his own hand aj]
the time. Is this ethical?
Sauce for the goose should
suit the gander as wall. Again,
if it iy unethical for the
defender to hesitate, as in the
instance quoted by Dr, Wade,
ig it not equally so for the
declarer? An analogous cage
to hesitating, as if holding up
an honour, is for the player
to hesitate bhefore playing a
singleton. [ have wseen this
doue by defenders as well as
tho declarer. One declarer
when questioned why  he
hesitated before playing a
singleton, gave the naive reply
that he was not hesitating to
deceive the opponents, but was
considering his next lead! OF
course, this wont wash. I
rather think the rules of
etiquette should e made
applicable te both sides with
regard to a particular point.
We are all agreed about
other improprieties. The habic
of some players giving an

-
J
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indication of good or poor
strength by changes in the
intoration of the voice cannot
be toc strongly depracated.
This is as bad as the practice
of gharpers on Atlantic liners,
who have a secret code lan-
guage to indicate their hand
to their partners, This some-
times takes the simple form
" of a variation of the phraseo-
logy in which bids are made
and not merely in the pitch
of the voice. For instance,
there are distinctions® between
calling “Ciub,” “a Club” and
“QOne club; " between merely
“double,” and I double
two hearts,” and so on. 1
~would strongly plead with all
fellow members of our Asso-
ciation to adopt a uniform
system of bidding. For

example, instead of sayving .

“Club” or “a Club,” “One
Club"” is the standard form
to he adopted, Again, in
doubling, only the simple word
“double " shonld be used, not
“double two hearts” or “I
doubie two hearts.” Further,
a uniform tone of voice should
be cultivated. Moreover, in
playing the cards also a umi-
form quite procedure is proper.
One should not bang the cards
on the table to show that
they are winmers; nor take
out 3 card before the previous
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trick is turned and quitted.
Once again, playing a single-
ton by a peculiar motjon of
the hand is obvicusly unethi-
cal. Taking out a ¢ard from

. the hand before it is one's

turn is unwarranted. The
latter action has moral penal-
ties attached to it, but these
are, unfortunately, not insisted
on as they should be.

One more point for the
present. In our tournaments,
it is a rule that if amny pair
of players play a system other
than the official one, they are
bound to disclose it to their
opponents. I regret to say
that in the recent Coimbatore
Xaster Tournament, some pairs
demonstrably viclated this rule.
I particularly remember onse
instance where a pair attach-
od a meaning to the overcall
in the opponent's suit quite
novel to the game and no-
where authorised by Mr.
Culbertson. This led. their
opponenis to make a sacrifice
bid and give a penalty which
they would mnot have done,
had they known the novel
interpretation put on the over-
call by their adversaries. I
request tournament Directors
to see that such incidents donot
recur in the matches played
under the auspices of our
Association.

A DAY'S BAG
By M. 8. Krishnasami

have, in thisarticie, reviewed

gome of the deals that

oceurred on 1-8-40 at the
Devakotta United Club. In
this Club, no rubber Bridge
is ordinarily played. Duplicate
Bridge with three, four and
sometimes even five tables
being the regular feature. A
comparison of the scores at
the end of the day of sixteen
deals affords an interesting
study, provided one is inclined
to do so. I am, however,
gorry to say that thers are
not many who- make such a
study; at the end, they simply
look into the final aggregate
and walk away muttering
unspeakable things about their
partners. Here, as elsewhers,
the partner is always wrong.

Deal No. 1.
Dealer—North. Vul.—Neither-
gide.
Rushing o risk
& A7z
Q, 10
A, 5.4
& J,10,8,3. 2
‘8:5 N ‘KrQsIvgy
D AKTL4 W E ©?g¢53
J r |2 0 .I
2 g, g,g 8 & Q97
10,
$ 8, 7‘,46, 2
¢ K, 10,863
» K4

In this deal, my partner East
reached an ultimate contract
of four spades, after an initial
opening bid of 1 C by Worth.
South, a ‘sometimes’ brilliant
player, Raju, led the club
king. My partner played
dummy's ace and played g
iow spade for North to win
with his ace. A club javk
return was taken by my part-
ner who then drew ali adverse
trumps. At this stage, he
had one losing club, one losing
diamond and a probable loser
in hearts. He immediately
led his hearts and finessed the
jack, and made a present of
a heart trick to North, who
immediately played for one
trick set. The question is,
should my partner have taken
the risk of finessing at that
stage? [ would say, No!
My reasoning is this. South
opened with the lead of the
club king, though he had ths
king guarded. Suppose he
had held the gueen of hearts.
His normal line of reasoning
would make him play for
establishing a heart ftrick
hoping his partner would have
one of the two missing tops
in hearts. If Partner held
the ace of clubs, South does
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not lose aenything by not
playing the C. kipg first.
Therefore my partuer’s conm-
clusion ought to have been
that Bouth did not hold any
other trick and so was anxious
for a vuff of clubs and ghouid
have “fooled about” leading
the clubs to see if the oppo-
pents  would nob astablish
the diamond gqueen for him,
Even if hels uitimately forced
to lead heart, he shonld nob
take the finesse in the 1st
round. The fall of heart 10
s the st round and the placing
of the cards in the final stages
would have easily indicated
a play for the drop of the
heart gueen.

Deal No. 6 )

Rast-West

Dealer-East. Vul.—East-West,

A muonufuctured bid

& 10,64
D AQ2
Q ALK 3
& Q0985

2 N #]138
§K-Jr5;4 W Egéoligts'?r:i
2 107 S &6432

A AK Q9753

(V)

¢ Lz

& ALK 10

A Grand Slam in spades

for Rorth-Seuth is cold. Our
apponentts reached only gix
hut our partners managed to
reach seven. Their hidding
geemd to have gone this way,

1
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After 1 & by South, North,
who smelt a slam from his
hand, wanted to provide for
a future call of 4 N. T to
show his bigh cards and

promptly calied three dias-.

monds, South rebid three
spades and North at this stage

‘called 4 N. T.showing his two

Aces and the diamond king.
Nothing more was needed fur
South to reach seven.

Deal No. 7.
South—Dealer. Vui—Both
Sides,
Sately First
» AK G
VAN
v K, Q19463
‘ & Nil
h 76732 N 4
VE J.9%82 2 Q10,5
& N woEg 89,5,25 *
& Q,10,9 2 & A G 43
$ Q1835
A
A, L0,4
& K LS

Here again a Grand-slam
in Diamonds is a lay-down
for North-South and the
question ig, how it is to be
reached. Actually in all the
three tables at which this
desl was played, only 2 Small~
slam wag bid and thirteen
tricks were, of course, made.
To reach the desirad Grand,
here is a suggestion.
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30 - 407 -~
A4N.T. -— Y ¥ ~—
sN.T. - 5O ~—

The adoption of the 4-5 N. T,
convention is no good in this
case, since North has to make
gure of particular high cards
and provisions for discarda of
the losing Hearts. Therefore,
he has to ask 4H. The 4
N.T. response shows either
Heart Ace and another (Dig-
mond or Club) Ace or the
Heart King and the itwo
minor Aces {Note that the
firgt asking bid has to be
made in an unhid suit.) In
order (o determine which of
the ftwo alternatives the 4
W.T. means, a repeat asking
hid at 5C has to he mads.
The 5 ¥.T. now shows Clubs

““Kipg and the other two Aces.”
North is pow asare of the
Heart and Diamond Aces and
a loug suit in Clubs, which
wonld not be diffienlt to
egtablish. Furthor partner has
openaed when vuinerabis and
has supported Diamonds. He
js mot likely, therefore, to
have many losars in either of
the major suits. Hence a
jump into Seven Diamends by
North might not come amiss,
But after all is =aid and done,
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we think thay on a deal such as
this a safe Small slam is much
batter than a risky Grand.

Deal No. 9,
Dealer—North. Vui,~—East-

Wost,
A Goot Sacrifice
» Ay
7 Nil
& Q072
. & A,Q.7,6,532
b 4,5,3,2 & Q. 10,9,
\)Kr ,ﬁ,S N (\?Asjtglg::?!'
& 310 E o i 4$32
4Kas S gy
& KT
gfa?r{ 8,6
4 : ] » 15’4‘3
% ], 10,4
N E 8 W
i L7 30 3z
44 55 6 —
— 5 Dbd —

With thre finesse of Club King
coming right, seven diamonds
can be mads; but in any case,
six is & lgy-down., [ was
West and my partner made
the sacrifice when vulnerable,
I was feeling very uneasy,
since from my hand-pastern,
I did not think that the slam
wag an fasy affair for North-
South. I felt that my partner
wag not justified in sacrificing,
when & fadrifice was nat call-
od for. But at the end of the
game my partner proved him-
self to be correct. He i3, of
courge, the best judge of his

* Ouy colleagua hias not provided for Soush holding A K in clubs and A in

hearis—F&d.
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hand in the circumstances,
He had, in his hand, two
losing hearts, two losing spades
and one losing club. I had
given a free raise of 3 hearts
over South's 3 diamonds. I
should provide two tricks at
least and possibly more. In
the circnmastances, he rightly
thought that his sacrifice bid
would give us a gain of 120
pointe at least. In the other
two tables, N-8. were allow-
ed t0 make six diamonds. A
jolly good result on the whole.

Deal No. 16.

Dealer—West, Vul.—East-
West,

A nood chaice.
A K, Q92

Yesel
fomtal-d
P
-
W
£
<]

In actual play, two of three
tabies stopped at 58 and in
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only one was small slam
reached. The bidding given
above was the process by
which our partners at the
other table reached the final
bid. In our table and our
companion fable, the bidding
up to the 48 level was the
same. DBut after 4 8 by South,
North in both these tables
asked 5O snd the reeponse
was necessarily a sign-off.
The slam, therefore, couid not
be reached, except by blind
bidding. I think that the asking
bid in Hearts is correct for
this reason. The partner has
shown at least 2 honour-tricks,
which aceording to the hid-
ding shouid be in hearts and
diamonds. On the other hand,
East, when vulnerable, has
bid 2C; his honours could only
be in hearts and clubs; 8o

that if partner does not hold -+

the heart king, the result
might very well be disast-
rous. If partner holds the
heart king, it would be possi-
ble to develop diamonds should
there be any seope for it. If
partner does not hold the
heart King a slam is un-
thinkable with two losing
hearts, one losing ciub, and 2
possible loger in diamonds.

“OUR IDOL”

OYHAT a name! To-day,
K the name Cuibertson stands
with super-expert and dub
alike, the one and only autho-
rity on Bridge and cards. Ten
years ago, he was practically
unknown but genius can never
he kept hidden.
Culbertdon comes of
Americo-Russian parentage and
from the early age of 12, he
has had a very varied career.
He intended taking up ' Pro-
fessional Revolutionism " but
fascinated by the maelstrom of
Burope’'s social movement, he
decided to study psychology,
especially mass psychology.
He dsvoted considerable time
and energy to the subject but
financial necessity and lack of
knowledge of any manual trado

" made him a master card player,

who lived on cards. But for
the Russian revolutien, which
impoverished Culbertson's
father and put Ely on his own,
we might have known him
to-day as a world authority
on Psychology and not as an
authority on Bridge.

Ely Culbertson is a brainy
and versatiie man. As a
writer, he hag great inventive

ELY CULBERTSON
By P. W. David

!

talents and matchless imagina~
tion. He has a remarkable
flair for public speaking and
he enlivens technical details
with spontaneous humour.

A goldier of fortune and a
man of destiny, he has earned
a reputation as a fearless,
eager, ambitious, dominating
and resourceful prodigy,
though ruthless and arrogant
at times.

As a card-player, he is great.
Hear what Hal Sims says:
“Many people doubt his real
card playing ability, but to me
he is one of the most remark-
able card players that I have
everseen—a flawless technician,
marvellous natural card-player,
britliant, colourful, imaginative,
courageous.”

Ely Culbertson is a pioneer
soul who has blazed a path
where highways never ran.
A game hags, through him, been
transformed into a science and
an art. And yet it romains a
recreation. He says that
“there are 30 million people
playing contract Bridge and
98% of them play Culbertson ”,
It may well he true.



FROM THE EDITORIAL CHAIR

E had, in the last issue, appealed for a study of the
laws of the game. We had then stressed .on the neces-
sity for the observance of these laws and touched on

the reasons why the laws are not always observed. It
would be worthwhile going even mpre deeply into these

reasons to find out if there is any tenable basis for any

of them. .

The fundamental reason for the non-observance of the
laws is that it is unnecessary for the average player or in
a social game. That is, however, clearly due to a confusion
of thought. Why should each player play with 13 cards
and no less and no more? Why should 3 no trumps over-
call 3 spades or yield a game? Why should a penalty of
30 points be taken when the opponents are 1 down, non-
vulnerable or 100 points when they are 1 down, vulnerable ?
It is all because it is so laid down in the rules. It would
require considerable hardihood, therefore, for any one to
say that no rules are necessary.

Once it is conceded that some rules are necessary, it
would be impossible to find a justification to enforce some
rules and not some others. Where is the line to be drawn
between necessary rules and unnecessary riles? Who is
to draw the line at a table of four? Is it the oldest who

is to draw the line or the most ferocious-looking ? Is it

always to be the ‘ master’ of the house, who is sometimes
its mistress? Or, is it always to be the most argumenta-
tive and the most vociferous? Naturally enough, disputes
would necessarily arise as to which rule is to be enforced
and which not, But all difficulties would be avoided and
all disputes eliminated by a strict adherence to all the rules.

Another reason is to be found in the idea that the
application of a rule casts a reflection on the offender.
This is a misconception. The laws do not have anything
whatever to do with any dishonourable practices or any
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intentional misconduct, including suggestive remarks. They
do not provide for these. They do not pretend to provide
for these either. They merely- regulate the procedure in
cases of carelessness and inadvertence. And there is, of
course, no reflection on a player merely because he has
heen carcless or inadvertent.

The most usual reason, however, is that it is not

" sportsman-like to enforce a penalty. This is a fundamental

misconception. The laws mergly. provide ag‘am‘st a Plasg‘;!r,
who is guilty of carelessness or inadvertence, mia,pm% be
thereof. The advantage may not a "Nay::. e‘
But it is always latent. Even when a ?laym
“no bid " out of turn, he doss give a
picture of his hand to his pariner. W:hen ‘53 pla:yer 1(3:1(1S
out .of tucn, the implications of ?119, leq are r_nOS_ y
: His partner may not consciously take advantage
dplfafiﬂtf: his unconscious Teactions to the call or the lead
0~f - tube wiped out. The laws merely provide for the
gaﬁ?;atioﬁ of this adyantage-.‘ They merelyrprovide _fol-
an error being completely l‘Bthﬁ-ed. "I‘lkey mey?,ly provide
for a wrong o the opponents being righted. fl‘ue_',f further
act as a deterrant to continued carelessness or inadvertence.
It ic not, therefore. unsportsman-like to ask that an error

be remedied or an irregularity regularised.

benefit
patent.
calls merely a

An allied reason is even more vicious. That is an
idea of courtssy to position or charm in waiving one's
rights. But a Maharajah is not allowed to continue at
thé crease when hiz wickets are shattered, even though he
be a Maharajah, A sweet young thing is not given you-r
wicket, even though she is sweet and she Is young., Tt '1s
not “ éricket”  to give recognition to position or charm in
the play of a game, to the prejudice (.:-f the rules._ Thlls
noble game of Bridge, like every other, is an education in

democracy. Let us not be guilty of making it 1gnot_b\I?L‘u

v 2 Y
(i

L)

: m
N LI {‘\ 4



A MAL-TREATED DEAL
By .A. D. J. Victor

YTTHE vagaries of individua-
listic calling and play were

well demonsirated at a

private individual tournament
held at “Dr. R. A. Johnson's
Bungalow recently.
Dea! No. & (. W. Vulnera-
ble. Dealar South)
f;, Q,10,8,6, 4

QNS
K K87
. 5 ®J,0:2
QAKSES W g 939742
2 K, 94 s 910,32
+ Q054 & 10,6
& 73
Q5,63
A T, 86
A1 3,2

“The declarations at the 5
tahles were all different and
not even 1 table arrived at
the correct contract, At table
No. 1, West {9) opened with
ong Heart and thersafter
South (3} took charge of the
hidding and in aspite of North
{20) bidding Spades twice,
climbed high into a2 5 Diamond
contract, which West prompt.
ly doubled. The Hearis K
was opened and then W shif-
ted to o low club. South woen
with O, J and then blindly
proceeded to ruff his Hearts
in dummy_. He ruffed a

Heart in dummy, entered
his hand with the Cliub Acs,
then ruffed his last Heart
with dummy's D. 7 and then
tried the Diamond finesse.
W won with the King and {ed
another Club. The dummy’s
C. K was ruffed by East and
a Heart returned, Declarer
was in & bad way, He ruffad

" the Heart but could not puil

out trumps and was finaily
3 down.

If, at trick 3, the declarer,
instead of being blinded by
dummy's roffing values and
finessable position of Trumps,
bhad thought for a couple of
minutes, the correct play
would have been olear. In
spite of the atrocious bidding,
the declarer couid, as the
cards lie, have got home.
Waost having opened vulnera-
ble, he must be credited with
at least 3 Honour tricks and

these should appatently be the’
A, K of Hearts and the Kings |

of Diamond and Spades. The
establishable nature of Spades
is  obvious. To preserve
entries in dummy, avoid re-
duction of trumps and at the
same time inhibit Heart leads,
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the declarer shonld imme-
diately lead a low diamond.
If West takes his D. K. all is

* over, bar the shouting. But

if he ducks, a little more
care is necessary. The D. Q
wins in dummy and a smalil
diamond is led back and D. J
played by. declarer. ‘W can
get this trick only. Whatever
he leads back, declarer gets
hack with Club Ace, plays the
Trump Ace and then finesses
with 8. Q. The Spade Ace
is then played and the S. J
ruffed out. The C. K provides
a re-entry for the long spades.

At table No. 2, the bhidding
died at 3 D and here again,
the lure of the singleton
Heart in dummy was too
templing for the Declarer,
who finished one light.

At table No. 3, the bidding
was different. West opened
with 1 H and North, Dr
Johnson, hidging Spades thrice
hought the contract at 3 8.
Heart was opened by Hast
and the 2%nd heart ruffed by
declarer. ~He counted his
tricks and found that mine
tricks were sasy and so with-
out further ado; finessed the
Club jack. This lost and
thereafter declarer had to lose
a Spade and a Diamond trick
and so only three spades were
made. With just a little more
care, an over-trick is assured,
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While even a 2nd triek in
Diamonds depends on a finesse,
2 fricks are assured in Clubs.
The diamonds should, there-
fore, be sought to be esta-
blished to discard the 3rd
Club. At the 3rd trick the
declarer should play the spade
Ace, cross over to dummy,
with the diamond Ace, and
play a trump from dummy.
Now dsclarer's losing Club can
be discarded on the fourth
Diamond. Thus 4 Spades can
he made against any defence,

At table No. 4, BEast after
passing twice weighed in with

'a 3 Heart call over South’s 3

D, having nothing but length
in Hearts to justify the call.
He was lucky in that his
opponents allowed the call to
gtand undoubled and still more
lacky in being only 1 set,
vuinerable.

At table Ne. 5, the North
(2) and Scuth (13) players were
offered a glorious opportunity
to earn a clear top but they
failed badly. Wast (10) opened
1 H, North overcalled with 1
8§ and ERast (16} came in
immediately with a free raise
t4 2 H. South then called 3
D and naturally North went
to 3ySpades, Over North’'s 3
S call, south called 4 C.
After a long huddle, East,
burdened with the weight of

(Contd. on page 14)



THE LIBRA SYSTEM

(Contd.)

By T. Essex
Responses to Bids of One opened by an Unbalanced Hand

N this chapter, I proposa to

take up the cases of an_

opening bid of one by dealer
or second in hand and the
responses by the 3rd or 4th
in hand respectively, to such
opening, where this shows
that the opener has an un-
balanced distribution. Glan-
cing at the table of responses,
(Page 31} the reader will notice
that thesearebased on reasoning
gimilar to that which we
followed in the iast chapter
where the opener's distribution
was of the balanced variety.
This table shouid be studied
and memorised with especial
care. Ags pointed out in a
previons chapter, atatistics
show that the percentage of
final contracts in major suits
is as high as 75, and un-
balanced hands, especially in
both partners’ hands, are the
rule in high contracts, which
are moatly played in the
majors.

Opener's bid of one heart
indicates, of course, that he
holds 2} quick tricks andsthat
his distribution is unbalanced,
With less than 1 honour trick
in support, partner should
obviously pass whether his

distribution be even or uneven.
Holding one trick, he should
again pass with a hand divided
equally between the suits, as
he cannot bid 1 diamond over
one heart, but bid 1 apade if
the suits are unequally divided.
With 14, the respomse is 1
no-tramp with a level hand
and 2 hearts with an inclined
one. Should partner of opener
hoid 2 honour tricks, he may
venture on 2 clubs if his hand
is balanced and on 2 spades
if it is unbalatnced. The
combined honour holding is
now 5. With a tenure of 3}
tricks bringing the total
strength to 6, the game zone

is reached. The responses

are 2 diamonds and 3 hearts
respectively, accotding as the
nature of the distribution is
balanced or otherwise. With
an wuousual support of 4}
honour tricks, accounting for
7 honour tricks in all, the
expectancy is clearly a smali
slam. The lucky responder
may bid 3 diamonds with an
even hand and 3 spades with
an uneven one., With an
extraordinary support of 51
tricks, the grand slam is
indicated by a bid of 4 clubs
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or 4 |Tearts Trespectively,
according as the hand is of
the balanced pattern or other-
wigse. It will be noted, in
passing, that even with an
expectancy of 13 tricks, the
contract is generally kept at
the 3 level or the 4, This ig
necessary to avoid crowding
the Dids in the later rounds,
the bidding in which has the
main object of determining
the most suitabie final contract

for the combinédd hands. Of.

courge it is assumed that
there are no interfering bids
at this stage, to put a spoke
in the wheel of conversation
hetween the partners. But
such interference and pre-
emptive and sacrifice bids are
concomitant to the bidding in
every system. The proper
procedure in such cases will
be indicated in future chapters
of this book.

‘The next situation to be
dealt with is where the
opener kicks off with a Dbid
of 1 apade. This indicates,
as per table, an honour trick
holding of 314 and unhalanced
distribution. With Jess than
14 trick, the responder, of
gourse, passes, Wwhether his
digtribution is balanced or
not. With ¥4 or 1 trick in
support, the response is 1 no-
trump, if the suits are evenly
divided, and 2 hearts, if they
are divided unevenly. Here
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is an exception to the general
rule that the two leval should
not be reached with less than
5 honour tricks in the part-
nership hands together. But
it must be considered that a
shading of ¥4 a trick in this
case is justifiable, as both the
hands are unbalanced, a very
favourable circumstance, and,
further, it is inevitable, as the
lowest bid over one of the
higher ranking spade suit is
necessarily two hearts with
an uneven hand. Holding 114
quick tricks, the partner may
hid 2 clubs with even division
of guits and 2 spades if the
division is uneven. A holding
of 314 haonour tricks justifies
a bid of 2 diamonds with a
level beam and 3 hearts with
a sloping one. The honour
tevel of 6 has heen reached,
indicating game possibilities,
Should the responder hold 314
honour tricks making 7 in all,
a bid of 3 diamonds is in
order if the suits are propor-
tionately divided and of 3
spades if they are in dispro-
portion, The combined honour
trick level beckons to a small
slam. With 44 defensive
tricks, i.e, practically all the
halance of sirength around
the table, a grand siam pointer,
a bid of 4 ciubs is legitimate,
if the distribution is horizon-
tai, and of 4 hearts, if it is a
zradient.
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Responses to opening
bids of two.

In the present chapter, 1
propose 1o taks up the remain-
ing varieties of opening bids,
distinguished from those dealt
with in the preceding chapters
by the fact that the starting
level is now 2 instead of one.

Suppose the opening hid is
2 hearts. This discloses, as
per table, an unbalanced hand
and a quick trick strength of
4. The opening, as pointed
out at the end of chapter IX,
ja “forcing ”, for one round.
Wa shall see, presently, that,
in our system, in all cases of
an opening bid of more than
one, viz., 2 clubs, 2 spades, 2
diamonds, and of course, the
unigque case of an opening
bid of 3 hearts, the bid is
absolutely forcing. The res-
ponder must keep the bid
open even if his henour
holding is less than 1. Even
in the present exceptional
case of a. 2 hearts opening,
there is only one situnation,
just as in the case of all the
one bids dealt with already,
where the responder may pass
the bid. This is where he
holds more than 5 cards in
hearts, and less than one
quick trick With any
stronger help, the partner
shouid keep the auction alive.
Whether his hand is balanced
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or otherwise, he must bid 2
no-trumps if he holds less than
a trick, and less than a length
of six carde in hearts. The
very opening bid of 2 hearts
shows only 4 honour tricks,
and is an exception to the
genaral rule that the two lovel

ghould not be reached uniess .

the combined honour strength

is 5. But it is very rare that -

the partner’s hand is a com-
plete bust. Should he hold
even half an honour trick,
making a total of 434 in all,
the two level is safe enough
except in extra-ordinary cases.

Resuming the thread of our
discussion, we next proceed
to the case where the opener
buliies off with a bid of 2
hearts, and the partner holds
1 honour ftrick in support.

The logical bid is the next -

higher ‘raise.” ‘Raise,” in the
technical semse T use it in
my system, is a higher con-
tract, not necessarily in the
denomination started with.
This raise i to 2 no-trumps if
the responder’s hand is balan-
ced and to 2 spades if it is
unbalanced. The casss where
responder holds 2 or 3 honour
tricks follow the general rule
of a higher and higher raise.
In the former case of 2 help-
ing honour tricks, the response
is plainly 3 clubs with even
distribution but 3 hearts with
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an uneven one. The honour
level is 6, on the boundary
of the game zone, and a game
may be oconfidentiy expected
to result. Should the partner
of the opemer have 3 homour
tricks in his hand, the strength
of the 2 allies is 7. clearly

‘pointing to at least a small

gslam. The answers are 3
diamonds, if the suits are
equally divided, and 3 spades
if they are divided unequally.
A fortunate supplementary

——
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holding of 4 tricks puts the
partners on velvet. The fron-
tier of the grand slam =zone
is reached and the proper bids
are, as usual, 4 clubs with
even distribution and 4 hearts
if the distribution is uneven,

We shall proceed next to
deal with the other cases of
opening bids of two, viz, 2
clubs, 2 spades and 2 diamonds,
where the responder has to
respond willy-nilly, even with
a trickless hand.

TABLE OF RESPONSES TO OPENING BID

d Responder's

Opening bi balanced

Response with Responses with  Total tricks

unbalanced in both.

holding. distribution.  distribution. hands,
<1 plz_j)ss 1 g’-{ zg'
I 1 I
1 C (282) 1l INT z H iz
Ig 2 C 2 S 5
3% 2D 3 H 6
4 3D 35 7
5% 4C 4 H 8
- < 14 pass 15 3%
13 tl}/l 1 %TT 2 IS-I g (4%)
1 D (3% il 2
{313} 255 2 DD ; IS'[ ?
3z 3 3
‘ 4% 4 C 4 H 8
INT() <1 pass 2 B 4
I z2C z2S 5
2 2D 3 H 6
3 3D 35 7
4 4 C 4 H 8
< I pass pags 2%;
I pass 1 3%
I H (213) 17 INT 2 H 3
215 2 C 28 5
3% 2D 3 H 6
4% 3D 38 7
5% 4 C 4 H 8
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Response with Responses with  Total tricks

. . Responder’s balanced bal d i both
Opening bid- polding, disfarib:?i!om ciliztril:;(i:gm nllaands.
< Iz - passi pass : 344 .
%ol 1 1(\; 22151 g (474)
T 11 2

15 (3%) 252 250 *H 3
3l 3D 38 7

4% 4C 4H 8
. t+ <41 2NT oNrprass) 2NT(Sorpass} 4
H 1 2 2 5
z H (4 ! 28 TR 3
3 3D 38 7
4 4C 4 8
- <1 2NT 28 5
I z2 D -3 H 6
2 C (5 2 3D 35 7
3 4 C 4 H 8
<41 2NT 2NT 5
I 3C 3 H 6
25(5) 2 3D 38 7
3 4C 4 H g
< I 3C 3iH- 6
2 D {6) 1 3D 358 7
2 34 C 4 H 8
<1 3INT 38 6
3 H® 1 4C 4H 7
2 4 D 48 8

+ Note »—Pass, if 6 01; more cardswin hegrié '-;:E'ﬁer'.

Opening Bids of 2C, 28, 2D, Responses

Let us assume that the
opening bid iz 2 clubs.
According to the table, this
discloses a- holding of 3
honour tricks and at the
same time indicates that the
distribution is balanced. The
partner should respond even
with a bust, a3 even the three
level may be reached with
the strength in the opening

hand alone. Naturally the 4
level is out of the question
unless the combined strength
reaches 6,

With less than one homour
trick in hand, the partner
should bid 2 no-trumps with
a balanced hand and 2 spades
with an unbalanced one.
Holding 1 trick, he may raise
the bid to 2 diamonds with
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oven distribution and to 3 hearts
with an unevem one. Boath
these bids cross the frontier
of the gamé =zone, the total
trick holding amounting to 6.
Shounld the responder hold 2
tricks, he may safeiy venture

"on 3 diamonds if his suits

are ovenly divided and 3
spades if they are disposed
unevenly. The honour level
indicates possibilities of a
Tlittle slam. With the remain-
ing honour strength of 3 in
his own hand, it is clear that
the opponents can have only
as many iricks as snakes in
Von Troil’'s Iceland—that is,
none at all. A grand slam is
in the offing. The respective
bids in this situation are, as
usual, 4 clubs with an even
keel and 4 hearts if there is
a list to port or starboard.

The next case where the
gpener holds an unusual
strength of 5 tricks in his
own hand is where his distri-
bution is of the unbalanced

‘kind. In this situation, the

opening bid is the standard

2 spades. The partner must

make some response even if
he has no honour wvalues irn
his hand. Should he have
less than 1 trick, he bids 2
no trumps whether his hand
is of the balanced or un-
balanced type. If he holds
one honour trick, taking the
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combined honour strength to
the level of 6, Le., touching
the game zone, the responses
are 3 clubs if the hand is of
even pattern, and 3 hearts if
the pattern is uneven. Should
the responder have an honour
strength of 2 tricks, the pro-
per bid is 3 diamonds if the
hand pattern is balanced and
3 epades if it 18 unbalanced.
If the partner of the opener
have all the balance of
strength, viz., 3 honour tricks
in support, a grand slam is
clearly on the horizon: the
reply iz, obviously, 4 clubs
with suits equally divided and
4 hearts if they are divided
unequally.

The last case of a two-
opener is distinguished from
the two preceding ones in
respect of the fact that such
an opening indicates a holding
of as many as 6 honour tricks,
instead of 5. - The distribution
is of the pattern which Iis
balanced. The proper bid in
this situation is one of 2
diamonds. Even with less
than 1 honour trick, partner
should bid 3 clubs if his hand
is also balanced and 3 hearts
if it ia unbalanced. Opener
indicates that he has probably
game in his own hand, and
with a little support from
partner, a slam is round the
corner. Should responder hold
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one honour trick, he replies

with 3 diamonds if his hand

is of the even type but 3
gpades if it is of the wuneven
kind, indicating, as before,
probability of a little slam.
‘With all the remaining honour
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strength in his hand, viz., 2
quick tricks, a sure augury
of a grand slam . resvit, the
angwer is the customary 4
clubs with a level hand and 4
heart if the hand is sloping.

A MAL-TREATED DEAL
(Contd, from page 27)

a Queen and knave and
lightened with optimism and
hope, landed his partner in a
4 Heart contract. I was
frankly amazed ,when neither
North nor South doubled. But
my amazement changed to a
gadp of dismay when North
ted the S. A and 1 winced
with agony when he continued
with the 8. Q. In the upshot

* *

Rubber Bridge~—~4 Hearts

doubled.

W was only one down. East-
West congratulated themseives
on their calling and play and
it was with difficulty that I
restrained myself from point-
ing out that the oproper
opening lead of Diamonds
would make them 3 down and
any other lead, except Spades
would make them at least 2
down.

contract doubled and re-

My partner (North) lead (opening lead) club ten as a
defender. The opponents made 4 Hearts. With any other
lead, of a different suit, the contract must be 1 set (down).

SOUTH.—~What do you mean hy leading club ten

partner.

NORTH. —Oh, it is a nothing on Top lead.

It took 5 minutes for the laughter to subside and for
my partner to realize that a “nothing on top” is not
guite the same as a “top of nothing.”

READER'S FORUM

An Advocate Writes

Here is a deal that occurred
recently. I was West and
K. P. C. (cum-Engineer) was
my partner. He dealt and

* opened | C. South (Thambi}
‘over-called with 1 D, T bid

| N. T. (My freel N. T. might
he open to criticism. Yon
know what I am and there it
iz, This problem that I am
referring to cohcerns more
with the play of the hands
than with the bidding). North
(A. Sundararajan) passed and

K. P. ¢ bid 2 C. Thambi

passed and I raised to 2 N. T.
(Can optimism go further ?}
A. 8. again passed and K. P. C.
now raised the bid to 3 N. T.
A. Sundararajan (North)
doubled and led 7 of Diamonds
which dummy’s lone Ace
took., The deal:

& A 7653
¢ J 10,9
Q752
& 10,7
{A. 8.)
& Q82 K,10,9,4
AL W g eé,a,z
#7854 5 XAko
L] !2 A gy s
(M. 5. K.} (K P.C9)4
» ]
SEan
r & 1 10, 3
#6535
{Thambi)

I studied the hands and
decided that A. S, had the
Spade Ace for his double and
Thambi had the KQJ of Dia-
monds and the X of Hearts
for his over-eall, Having
come to that decision, 1 played
low Club up to my Jack and
led a small Spade from my
hand to steal a trick for the
King. A. 8. played low and
having successfully made the
spade king, I finessed the
Heart queen alao successfuliy,
My contract now was a cinch.
(Note, T did not play Heart
before I got the Spade trick
because I did not want North
to know about my Heart hold-
ing earlier.)

The point for decision is,
should A. 8. have taken his
Spade Ace at the first oppor-
tunity and led back Diamonds,
in which case I am immedia-
tely set 1 trick? If you had
been sitting North, how would
you have figured out . the
situation ?

Our Answer.—The Problem
relates purely to one's mental
cum physical condition. If we
had dined well or were feeling
happy over a few whiskies and

kY
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soda, we would have followed
in the wake of Mr. A. Sunda-
rarajan. Qur optimism would
have guaranteed a trick for
an Ace in a No-trump contract.
But if our mind was really
concentrated on the gams, we
would have surely taken the
Ace trick immediately to lead
another diamond. With 3§
tricks already ensured in clubs,
apart from the diamond Ace
trick, it was obvicus that de-
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clarar was trying to steal a
trick in Spades. It was as
obvious, with North's holding,
that declarer counted on 2
other tricks in Hearts. If
declarer had still a stopper in
diamonds, SBouth can well be
credited with the heart Ace.
In this case, again, it was
essential that diamonds be
established before the heart
Acs is taken out. '

A Military Oificer Writes :—

“Will you please give us
your opinion as regards the
following incident? All the
four are decent playars follow-
ing the Black-Wood convention.
None of them is generally
absent-minded. The bidding
procesdsd as follows :—

N E 8 W
— 2 H — 25
— 3D — 38
— 4NT —

At this particular stage in
the bidding, W hesitated for
gometime and then said,
* Didn't you hid diamonds once,

partner ¥ ©  South interposed
with “You have no right to
make that remark.” West

roplied, “That doesn't mean
anything. It's all right.,”
After some unpleasant remarks
on either side, the bidding
reached % 8§ and seven was
made. W had one ace,

Yesterday, N came to me
and told me the above story
and asked me for my opinion
as regards the penalty to be
imposed for such remarks.
After some thought, I told
him that he could have called
for a new deal, if he thought
that the remark was inten-
tional. I further remarked
that vou were about the only
authority on Bridge in India
and that I would get your
analysis. Please give your
decision as early as possible...”

Our answer. The particulars
given are not sufficient to
enable us to express any
definite opinion even from the
point of view of ethics. It

has not been stated what bid

was made by West after
East's 4 N.T. call. Probabiy.
it was 5 diamonds. Even so,
we confess we have not
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caught the atmosphere of the
incident to the extent of
knawing whether exception
was ultimately taken to the
first remark only (“Didn't
vou bid diamonds once, part-
ner? "} or to the rejoinder as
well (“That doesn't mean
anything. It's all right.")
and much less what sugges-
tion or insinuation was held
to be contained in the afore-
qaid remarks or either of

them.

In any case, the laws of
the game, as played in Rubber
Bridge, do not provide for
any penalties as such for
general remarks of this kind,
unless any such remark dis-
closes a particular card or
cards in the hand. In this
latter case, of course, such
eard or cards have to be placed
on the table face upward_s
during the auction and if
such card is of honour rank
ar if there are two or more
such cards, the owner’s partner
must pass whenever it i his
turn to call. The laws, how-
ever, do not provide for

*

* Hore iz a deal that was
played at Hospet. How is a
slam to be arrived at, with
both sides vulnerahle and
with no intervening bid %

& xx & A xxx

G AQJwx W E QK

O K Q xx (Dealer) O ATx,

& AT0 & K Jxxx

* * *
Mr. 8. M. K. Shastri writes:—
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other general remarks. They
do not provide, and do not
pretend to provide, for inten-
tional remarks, including
significant or suggestive ques-
tions, These remarks and
suggestions are covered by
the proprieties of the Game,
which demand, among others,
the avoidance of “ any remark,
question "or gesture from
which an inference may be
drawn,” If, however, any
such remarks, etc., are mada
intentionally, the penalty is
only moral and not assessed
at sc many points. The usual
penalty for any such inten-
tional remarks is to give the
offender ome on the jaw or
*send him to Coventry ™ and
refuse to play with him.
The laws of Contract, as
played in Duplicate games,
however, would appear to he
mote comprehensive as regards
soma of these suggestions
and remarks, particularly
during the period of play.
This is due largely to the
more or less absolute powers
vested in the Tournament
Director.

Our Answer—This is un-
doubtedly an intriguing hand
from the point of view aof
bidding. Not merely on this
account but also from a
desire tn give an opportunity
to our readers to exercise
their ingenuity, we would
first invite them to give
their solutions befoge publish-
ing our own answer.

We invite letters from our readers on bridge subjects.



NEWS AND NOTES
From Devakotia
A Team-of-four duplicate contest before dinner and a Propressive
-Pairs duplicate contest, according to Mitchell movement, after dinner were
the chief features of the party got up by the Devakotta United Club to
bid farewell to Mr, V. Krishnamachariar, on the eve of his transfer from
the station. Five teams for the Team-of-four event played the same
" sixteen deals simultaneously at five tables and Messers M. S. Krishna-
swami, S, T. Chari, S. Jagannathiengar and V. Krishnamachariar (the
guest of the evining) were the winners and Messers T. R, Sundararajan,
A, Vedantam, V. Srinivasiengar and V. Ramaswamiengar were the
runners-up. A delightful dinner was served after the close of the event
and the Progressive event was commenced at 9 P, M. 20 nice deals were
played at five tables in two movements. No, no deal was met with a
second time to cause any despair. Messers T. Sundararajan and
M. R. Sivaramakrishnaiyer (E. W.} and Dr. M. G. Subramanier and Mr.
M. T7. Parthasarathi (N. S.) were the winners and Messers M. S, Krishna-
swami and S, T. Chari (E. W.} and Dr. P. P, Menon and Mr. N. Aruna-
chalam (N. 8.) were the runners-up. The difference in match points
between the winners and the runners-up was just ¥4 a point for E. W. and
4 points for N. 8. Handsome prizes were distributed to the successful
parties at the close of the function. The departing guest proved his
efficiency in coming out first in the team-of-four event and then his
generosity in coming last in the progressive event.

The Tiruppur innovation :

Mr. S. Rajam Iyver, Advocate, Tiruppur, deserves our hearty congratu~ -
lations for his welcome enterprise in instituting * The Master Solvers’

Tournament Cup ™ to be awarded to the competitor securing the maximum
credits in the solution of the Amaerican Bridge World Master Bolvers’
prohlems. It would be very educative to our readers to take part in the
contest. But from the results we have received so far, we are surprised to
find that only an infinitesimal minority among the numerous bridge fans
have actually sent in their solutions. 1In fact, we could not find even one
from Trichinopoly. What a sad commentary !

The Christmas Carnival:

The Zone Committees for Madras, Coimbatore, Trichy, Madura and .

Calicut centres have been formed for the Christmas Championship tour-
naments. The Zone Committee for Rajahmundry centre will be formed
shortly. The response from other centres has not been encouraging.
The time before usis very short. Bridge eathusiasts are requested to
form zone commitees where they are not formed. Eutries from the various
areas shonld be sent to the respective Zone Secretaries, where Zone
centres have been formed on or before 7-12-'40 and to the Honorary
General Secretary on or before the 30th of November 1940. {Particulars
and Addresses of Secretaries are given on page 41.)
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The I €. I. 8ports Club Tournaments:

The third of the series of tournaments conducted by the Imperial
Chemical Industries Sports Club, Madras, have just come to an end. The
number of entries shows how popular these tournaments have become,
thanks to the energetic endeavours of the tournament secretaries. In
spite of the intellectual pleasures afforded by Duplicate play, the tourna-
ments were confined to “ Open Pairs™ at Contract and Auction. Itis
surprising how wmany players still derive satisfaction from plaving
* Auction Bridge ”, so insipid compared to its fascinating younger sister.

Limited as the evenis were, the tournaments were not without inter-
est. In one of the early rounds at Contract, Sris. T. M. Kasturi and
sRamaswami Iver of the M. U.C. found themselves “tieing ” with the
opponents at the end of the prescribed 24 deals, thatis, the total points
secured by each pair were exactly equal. In the re-play ordered by the
Tournament Committee, the M. U. C. players managed to win but were
eliminated in the next round. Another pair from the United Club won
an exciting second round match through a flash of brilliance, born of
despair. With a bare two plus honour tricks between them, the United
Club Pair by bold interference and bluff doubles pushed the opponents
into a game contract ; the opponents rattled by such swash-buckling
tzctice failed to place the cards correctly and went down one, and thus
lost the match, But all the strategy and experience of the players from
the M. U. C. availed them little, for out of the eight pairs who entered,
not one reached the final round.

Sris. Ramachandra Rao and Sreeramulu Naidu of The Andhra
Mahasabah, who distinguished themselves by winning the Progressive
Event at Coimbatore met Sris, M. XK. Sreenivasa Mudaliar and P. G.
Sankara Iver of the Vani Athletic Association in the final match at
Contract. This interesting Match was really decided in the Jast but two
deals. With six plus honour tricks between them and a favourable
distribution of cards, conservative bidding robbed the Andhra Pair of a
emall Slam when they were vulnerable. The cards never forgave them and
the Vani Pair ran out winners.

The Southern India Vysya Association represented by Sris. G.
Hanumantha Rao and Sreeramulu won the Auction Event after beating
Sris. A. P. Sundarachariar and C. Devaraja Ivengar in the finals in a
gruelling fight.

On the afternoon of Friday, the 1st of November, there was a
pleasant function. Mrs. C. D. Priestiey kindly gave away the prizes, and
Sri V. V. Srinivasa Iyengar, that doyen of the Madras Bar, presided and
spoke at length on the advantages of healthy and intellectual recreation.
The large crowd of bridge enthusiasts appreciated the rtemarks as
they fell from the lips of one who probably ranks bridge with his

books and Billiards.



ASSOCIATION NOTES

The Constitution. The Rules Committee appointed by the
Executive Council for drafting the Constitution, Rules and Regulations
of the Association have, after considerable spade work, concluded their
labours. The Executive Council had considered, and with wvarious
modifications approved, the rules relating to tournaments as also a
portion of the Constitution at the meetings held at Trichinopoly on the
19th and 20th of October 1940. Mr. ]. Subbuswami, Bar-at-Law, the
Secretary of the Rules Committee, was present by invitation. at these
meetings to explain the views of the Rules Committee. The Executive
Council hopes to get through the remaining portion of the draft Consti-
tution at an early date before the Constitution and the Rules are placed
before the General Body for final approval about the end of this year
during the time the final rounds of the Championship Tournaments are
played in Madras. Any of the miembers interested in studving the draft
Constitution and Rules before they are placed before the General Body
can write to the Honorary General Secretary for a copy of the same.

Our Membership Roll. Applications for membership have been
flowing in from individuals and clubs ever since the amalgamation. The
result is that we have passed the second century in onr membership
score board and are now well into the third century. But there is quite
a large number of last vear’s members who are still in arrears so far as
this year's subscription is concerned. And we are now about the close
of the year! Is our enthusiasm so feeting that those who had joined
tbe Association only last year have yet to be reminded abount the
payment of their annual subscriptions? The progress of any Associa-
tion is fundamentally dependent on the prompt and the regular payment
of all subscriptions. We hope and expect that those who are in arrears
will remit their dues to the central office immediately,

1940 Open Bridge Tournaments

Having regard to the growing enthusiasm for Contract
Bridge and the keen interest taken in this game, The South
‘Indian Bridge Association has decided to eonduct the follow-
ing Tournaments for the year 1940 during the ensuing Christmas
.Holidays, open only to Members and Member-Clubs of the
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Agsociation. Those who are not already members of this Asso-
ciation are requested to enlist themselves as Members on payment
of the following rates of subscriptions for the last quarter of

this year :—
Individual Life Members Rs. 30 0 0
Life Member-Clubs Rs, 75 0 0
Individual Members Re. 0 8 0
Member Clubs ) Rs. 1 4 0

1. Contract Bridge * Duplicate Team of Four ' for the Sir
T, Sadasiva Iyer Challenge Cup (Rolling).

9. Contract Bridge * Open Pairs" for the Burke-Johnson
8hisld (Rolling).

3. Contract Bridge " Progressive Pairs Duplicafe "

The entrance fee is Ras. 1-4-0 for each individual player for
each event.

Besides the Challenge Cup and Shield, the winners and
runners-up will be presented with permanent silver cups for
each of the events,

With a view to offer facilities to Bridge players from al}
parts of South India to participate in the Tournaments, the
Association proposes to hold preliminary rounds of the Tourna-
ments in the following various Zone centres for the prescribed
Zione areas :—

1. Madras {confined to the city of Madras). Hon. Secy.

Sri M. R. Duraiswamy, B.A,, B.L., c/o M. U. C., Park-
town, Madras. :
2, OCoimbatore (confined to the Districts of Coimbatore,
Salem and Nilgiris). Hon. Secy, 8n V. Srinivasa Iyer,
B.A., B.L., 5/14, Bank Road, Coimbatore.

3, Trichinopoly (confined to the Districts of Trichy, Tanjore
and South Arcot). Hon. Secy. 8ri 8. V. Natarajan, B.A.,
B.L., ¢/o The City Club, Fort, Trichinopoly.

4. Madura (confined to the Districts of Madura, Ramnad,
Tionevelly and South Travancore). Hon. Secy. Mrs.

Coorey, cio Mr.- C. D. Coorey, LCS, Municipal
Commissioner, Madura.
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5. Vellore (confined to the Districts of North Arcot, Chingle-
put and Chitoor),

6. Bellary (confined to Bellary, Kurnool, Cuddapah and
-Anpantapur). 4 -

7. OQalieut (confined to the Districts of North Malabar, South
Malabar, South Canara, Cochin and North Travancore).
Hon, Secy. Rev. Dr. A. B, Das, MR.A8,, K. M. Dispen-
sary, Calicut.

8. Rajahmundry (confined to the Northern Circars).
9. Bangalore (confined to Mysore State).
10. Becunderabad {(confined to Hyderabad State).

It is proposed to have the preliminary rounds of the tourna- -

menis played in the various zone centres before 24th December,
1940. The Zone winners, or the winners and the next one or
two in the order of rank according to the numher of entries as
may be decided by the tournament committes of the Association,
will alone be eligible to complete for the final rounds to be
played at Madras between the 20th of December, 1940 and
1st of January, 1941,

The Zone winners wiil be awarded Zone cups (silver cups)
irrespective of the resuits in the final rounds, The object of
holding preliminary rounds in Zone centres is to confine the
final rounds to the best adjudged players of different localities
and to avoid crowding in the final rounds. To add further
interest and attraction to the final rouunds, the Assosiation has
also decided to hold an ' Individual Championship " contest
confined to the winners and runners-up in the varions events in
the final rounds.

The Association has been able to fix up the Zone centred
in Madras, Coimbatore, Trichinopoly and Madura in view of
the assured response of the competitors over and above the
minimum requirements. The Association hereby appeals to the
Bridge players and intending competitors in the other Zone
centres viz., Vellore, Bellary, Calicut, Rajahmundry, Bangalore
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and Secunderabad to apply to its Honorary (teneral Secretary
on or before 30-11-1940 stating their intention to compete for
the tournaments. Provided at laast 12 pairs for each gvent (in-
cluding 6 teams-of-four for duplicate) undertake to participate
in the tournaments for each of the above Zones, the Association
will be in a position to arrange for preliminary rounds of the
tournaments being played in such Zone centres and not other-
wige. Full particulars containing rules and regulations for the
tournaments will be pubiished in the form of a booklet after
fixing the Zone centres.

If for any reason any Zone centre is not formed, the com-
peiitors in that Zoue area may compete in the nearest Zone,
All intendinz competitors are requested to send in their entries
to the undersigned neot later than 30th November, 1840 or to

- the Zone Secretaries on or before Tth Dec. 1940.

The Association hereby also appeals and requests all Bridge
enthusiasts to interest themselves in the formation of Zone
centres wherever not formed and make the ensuing tourna-
ments a success,

All communications may be addressed to;
THE ZONE SECRETARY
ar fa
SRl K. R. SUNDARAM IYER,
How. General Secretary, 8. L B. A,
The Madras United Club, Park Town, Madras.

+ * * * *

“ Why the black eyes, old man?” a notoriously much-
married man was asked by a friend.

“ Well, you see,” said the black eved one, “ I came home
rather late from club the other night and thought I'd read
a little before going to bed, My wife came down and
caught me, and there was some very proncunced trouble.”

“What were you reading ? "

“ By ill-luck I'd chosen the Indian Bridge World .



HOW DO YOU BID AND PLAY

(For Answers see Page 47)

I. The bidding proceeds :—

(1) North South
2 NT 39
3 NT- H
You South hold:
&Js U8 ¢ Q9652
& KQJ6
What do you hid ?
(2) North South
2 NT ?

You South hold:

#Joe74 Q83 o542
& 7,5 4

What do you bid?
(3) North South
2@ 4 9
7

You North hold:

dAz QAK10B643 O A3
& AQ
What de you bid ?

(4) North South
2 NT 3C
3 NT 4

You South hold:

#1076 V8 CKQ2 &K
0g8y7o
What do you bid ?

II. {1) With both sides

vulnerable, the bidding has
proceeded :

North East
30 ?
You East hold:

$» 63 PAKQIrz3 O3
& AQi04

What do you bid ?

South West

(2) Bast-West are vul-
nerable and the bidding has
proceeded :

North East South ~ West

i 49 4 & Double

pass 5 & pass ?
You West hold : . :

®354 Q©J 0 As5432
& A0b62 )

What do you bid? o
{3) The bidding has pro-
ceaded : '

North East South West
3 & ?

You East hold:

dATJT03 VA4 087642

$ KO
What do you bid?
TII. Using the Culbertson
asking bid conventions, the
bidding has proceeded:

North South

1Q X
30 49
44 ?

In each of the following
hands you are South, What
is your bid ?

(1} & Q65 (2} &4
U A QK6
O Kraz QK732
S K7543 & AQJ643
(3) & — 4 dE2
QA2 I8
O 109874 O A432
& AQI0643 WKQJT74
(s) A2
29
O K142

$ A10543

KOVEMBER 1940 .
IV.

North  East 'Sou_th West
o 19 pass -1 N:T.. ~.pass.
3¢ '

(2 1@ pass 1 d pass
34 (@ .
(3) 1 pass 2 pass
30
4 1 pass I N.T. pass
' 3IVW
(5) 1d pass 10 pass
I (7)

© 1 Is 26
What is the nature of each

of the final bids? Say whether

it is {a) Forcing to game.

7 45
{6) forcing for one round.
(¢} Semi-foreing. (4} Nom-

fo;‘_cing.
V. ——
Q‘?AS
2AKQ
76
805 W g OKiy
9 w E
o I0 9875
%08 S5 g—
& 10
(VEeY
¢ Je42
‘..—

Spades are trumpe. South
leads and North-South have
to win six of the seven tricks,

IT’S
SHARMAN

EVERY THING IN—

TENNIS
HOCKEY

Erc.

TODAY IN THE SPORTING WORLD

ATHLETIC & GYMNASTIC APPARATUS
o A SPECIALITY.

SHARMAN & Co. Ltd., SPORTS SPECIALISTS.
MADRAS & COIMBATORE.

CRICKET
FOOTBALL
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IS IT ETHICAL OR NOT?

Talkmg a lot and thinking but little, two old gentiemen had
deservedly earned the name of ‘ Chatter-boxes’ in Bridge circles.
There are many stories concerning them; and this one ocourred:
during a recent Progressive Bridge Tournament, Our informant
and his partner procseded io their table and there found the
two chatty birds bubbling with excitement. It took no wurging
to have them confide. “We just heard that somebody bid and
made a grand slam in hearts. Isn't that thrilling? Did you
bid it?” ) N T T

H N«S,” said our informant, dubiously, trying to recall such

a hand as he removed hig cards from the Duplicate board. His
- attention was brought back to his business of the moment, when
his right hand opponent sat up in his chair and bid one
heart. And the hand to which that attention was given was
a sorry-looking mess indeed. It was apparent that the grand
slam hand had arrived—for the opponeats. Our informant
recognised it at once. The opponents should have recognised it
too, since they had themselves told him aboui it. The ethics
of the situation were somewhat complicated. But he decided that,
with the poor fish before him, it would be unsportsmanlike to demand:
an average. It was, at the same time, foolish to iet the bidding
take its untrammellied course. So he doubled. The gentleman at
his left glared and redoubled. Our informant’s partner bid one
gpade, and the original bidder jumped emphatically to * Three
hearts.” Fearing the worst, but unable to do anything more

ahout it, our informant passed. Not so the gentieman on his .
loft. With a withering look that bespoke his contempt at any

futile efforts to “psych ' Afm out of a good bid, and putting into
his voice every ounce of expression he could command, he
chirrupped “ Content,"” .

So too, were his opponents, particularly when it was found -

that 7 Hearts was a lay-down,

21, (i) 4C.ord D, Generally
you are afraid to bid over 3
2.T. because of the Singleton
‘and doubleton in the majors.
But there i8 a good chance
for a siam in Diamonds and
o further bid must, therefore,
Ba made. 4 clubs is a safe
bid or at (east a rebid in
Diamonds. Xt would tell your
partner that you are not
averse to a slam try. Even. if
Ite does not bid slam, a game
in the minors ought to be a
lay down.

{(ii} Pass: The hand is
worthless with no quick tricks
and - poor distribution. The
femptation offered by the
Five-Card Major Suit must
be suppressed. A 38. bid by
you is certainly not going to
be dropped by the partner
and your long suit might not
eome in useful at a N. T.
Contract. 4 S. also looks a
oor eontract.

" {ili) Pass: By his 4 H,
partner informsa you that he
holds no singleton, no honour
higher than a Queen and Five

= gards in Hearts or at least
-Four to the Queen. In the

gircumstances, game is a lay-
down but no provision for
‘discards of the losers in the

'ANSWERS TO PROBLEMS ON' PAGE44

other suits seems availabfe ’
for a siam contract,

{iv) 5C: A Jump to 5 C.
should indicate to your partner
that you are interested in a
slam after his strong opening
bid. You are not strong
enough to bid slam yourself
and holding slight additional
values and a good fit in clubs,
be has te¢ bid slam. In any
event, 5 ©. is safe.

IL. () 4 H: A takeout -

double on your haod is no
good because your partner is
pretty certain to respond in
Spades. You do not need his
support in Hearts and 4 H is
certainly not a shut-out since
the opponents have already
shown their best suit. Your bid
is, in the circumstances, a
atrong bid and if your partner
is able to bid freeiy over 4 H,
a slam may be possible in
Hearts or Clubs.

(ii} 6 D: When vulnerabie,
partner has bid 4 H showing
a strong hand. Your double
of 4 3 shows him nothing
since it might be based on
your spade strength, His
rebid of 5 D (without any
encouragement) shows g
powerful two-suiter hand, You
hold 5 Diamonds to the Ace
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and an ondside Ace, a single-
ton in partner’s first suit and
pleaty of trumps to ruff out
lnsers therein. & D, therefore,
must he bid.

{iil} Pass: The question
is whether to bHid »r not W
hid, You might miss a game,
it is troe; but eonsider other
possibilities, To play as 3 NI,
you would reguire a lot of
help from partner., If yon
doulie 3 5, yeur partner might
not know whether you want
it tu be left in aud the pdds
are that he will take vou oug
into 4 H or 4 ¢, hoth of which
vou vannot suapport. You
might find yourself ultimately
in a contract entailing a huge
penalyy. Pass, therefore, and
if South is crazy enough to
go four, vou can murder that
contracs or ¥ South passes
and your partner can dou‘bie,
:":.'} ot NS

\ 5
\

*
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i
leave it in for pena!m
Discretion is the hetter pa
ot valout.

L B 5 D Gy 8
{iii} 4 N.T. (sreating the Spade
void as second-round control,
If partner signe off 5 D, vou
can then bid 3 8 showing youd
void. Nothing would be losf
since partmer was in  amy
avent prepared for a 3 8
reaponse} {iv) 6 D {v} 4 N.T
v, (i} B, Gi) ¢ (il) Do
{iv) C. (v} B. (vi) A.
V. South ijeads Spade 10
on which dummy’s Ace of
Hearts is digearded. Diamonds
are then ran off and on the
small Haart return East’s kKing
wins ta lead a Heart ora
Diamond. If FEast does »not
win, South’s Queen and
Diamond Jack are good
(Problem of hidden re-entry)

S+ *

Some Don'tas in the Gare

Don't employ the forcing system with a timid partnm

whe will be scared 4waye

£ Th M

. !
oa ¢
X

Doa’t make a pmyp mko-t)ut in a kmw suit,

will be ruined.

W £

Don’t start Asking a banker-pariner.

to play with you

2(8 57

&

@

* +*
The sui
¥ *

He will refus
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Won't These
Be Charming

For You?

They are
the Best

And they are

reasonably
Priced

at

NEW SHIPMENTS OF

" QUEEN'S

A Choice of Selections

LADIES & CHILDREN.
Blouses & Frocks

qualities.
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L .----p-n.:u----n--lanmlnnlcli‘

JUST ARRI VED

FABRIC.”

for

Elegant appearance,
foailtless Finish and
excepfional wearing
Suitable for all
occasions,

L1 II'.‘-III.I-lﬂ.‘..'ll.ll“".l-I-’ll.-.‘..----.‘illl

'Iaase Come THE FAVOUR!TE SHOP

nd See them.
hey are the
hings You

i1l want.

71-72 RATTAN BAZAAR,

MADRAS.

KISHINCHAND CHELLARAM

L 1t b 1101 ko 1 i lll!li?!!l!f{tli{’.tﬂ((iliﬁll!!‘\I!INI%‘HIH..Iﬂ!i}l&‘;i‘lﬂﬁl%‘lilhi:Iﬁlllii‘&lmh
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' ROYAL CYCLE & MOTOR Co., .

_ 13/14, BROADWAY, MADRAS
Branches : COCHIN & MADURA.
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