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THE LIBRA SYSTEM
By T. Essex

% Introduction
" I”IBRA ", in Latin, means
48 halance. This system

is 30 named because of its
fundamental principle of show-
ing, in the first round of the
bidding, whether a hand is
‘halanced ' or ‘unhalanced’.
In the first issue of the
“Deccan Bridge League Ma-
gazifie ', Mr. A. M. R. David,
then President of the League,
spggested the need for a
purely Indian system of
‘@ontract Bridge ', the syatem
being, of course, confined to
the bidding aspect.®* There is
very little of a novel nature
to be said or discovered about
the play of the cards.

The present articles are an
endeavour to supply the need
ahove referred to. I do mot,
of course, claim perfection for
this system. It is a truism
to say that, of the score or sa
systems published to date,
including the Acol, none is
perfect in all respects. There

e points of merit in every
system. After all, the proof
of the pudding is in the eating.
If my readers will try out

this system for a reasonable
period of time and find it use-

ful, I shall be amply satisfied
The fundamental Idea

In the introduction, I re-
ferred to the Acol System,
wherein, as readers are aware,
more importance is attached
to the °‘distribution’ of suits
than in other systems, and
bids are made on compara-
tively low honour strength,
provided the suits are distri-
buted favourably. I have
modified this idea somewhat,
as most players are timid in
hidding mainly on distribution
without sufficient strength in
honour tricks, though, in the
Acol. there are safeguards in
the responses and rebids
against the contract going
heyond one's depth.

A system which shows both
attacking and defansive
strength at the same time is
nbviously more appealing and
is likely to meet the needs of
heginners as well as advanced
players. My present effort is
to evolve s=uch a system on
rational lines. The bhids in
the firat round in this system

* The suggestion was made at the instance of the then Editor, Mr. 5,

Surylnara; ana Iyer—E&d.
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show at ons and the same
time the honour strength and
the nature of the distribution.
The Culberison table of honour
values is, no doubt, more or
less universally accepted now.
However, for the purposes of
my system, some modifica-
tions are nacessary. These
will be evident from the table
appended below. The informa-
tory double is freely used in
the course of the bidding,
though not in ail cases with
its present significance. Modi-
fications of ita meaning will
be explained in the course of
the work,
HONOUR TRICK TABLE
Combinations

N.B.—Thesc values are only for suits of
nol more than 5 cards in length. For mix
cards mits, 1 trick should be deducted ; for
wuits 7 or more in length, no defensive value
can be reckoned on, except at no-trump.

2Y4 Honour tricks  ..A. K. Q.
‘A K. ]
2 Honour tricks 3}:‘ g 1
K.Q. J.
SA. Q.
1}; Honowr {ricks A Q. 10,
(A, 1. 10
H A,
i K. Q.
1 Henpur trick J, 1% J)'(.“i:’lus Q.
| X. in diffe-
L rent suits.
(K. X.
I QI X
Q X. Plus J
L¢ Honowr trick v X oor 1L X
‘ plus J. X. in
different
L suits,
14 Honour trick QX or ). 10,

‘refinement.

THE INDIAN BRIDOT WORLD

I omit ploe values: as an
unneceasary and unrellable
But in ‘needie
situations, hands padded with
intermediate cards (Jacks, tens
and nines) may be taken into
account in bidding to purchase
a no-trump contract.

NOTE:—Added values may be

reckoned on in fikal responses as will
be explained in due course,

Distribution

Before proceeding to the
actual bids, it may be just as
well to advert briefly to this
idea of °‘distribution’, which
plays such an important part
in many hands. It has been
within the experience of every
player that many a promising
hand lhas been wrecked on thw
rocks of adverse distribution
or stranded on its shoala and
sands. In the firat place, by
*distribution ' is meant the
relative number of cards of
the wvarious suits in the
bidder's hand. By the appli-
cation of the Uaw of
Symmetry and of the table of
probable distribution of suits
in the unseen hands, aided,
of course, by the bide made
by the players, suit placing
may be done to a large extent.
By reading the cards led and
the fail of the cards, the
nature of the cards held and
the Jength of the varicus
suits in those hands may be
inferred, Readers are referred

MAY 1940

to any standard work on
Bridge for further informa-
tion on these matters.

Distribution may be broadly
divided into two distinct
types, namely the ‘balanced’

nd the ‘unbalanced . A hand

is said to be balanced (by
“hand” I mesn here the 13
cards held by any one player)
when it contains no singleton
or a void. It is, on the other
hand, unbalanced, when it has-
at least one singleton or a
void,

With hardly any exceptions,
it is well understood that
balanced Thands are more
gsuited for playing at a no-
trump contract and unbaianced
¥ es at a trump contract.
The reader may be reminded
here that the initial or first
round bids in this system
show the number of honcour
tricks (that is. the defensive
strength), as well as the nature
of the distribution.

Now there are a large
number of handa of the un-
balanced tvpe, while the
balanced patterns can almeost
he eounted on the fingers of
one hand. To take the latter
first, they are of one or other

+ of the following varieties .—

5
A 4333 D 5422
B. 44 3. 2 E 6 3.2 2
C. 5332 F 72322

There are 32 kinds of un-
balanced hands.* Of these,
there is only one which does
not contain a suit of five
cards or more. It is, in
other words, unique. [t is the
pattern 4. 4. 4. 1. [t also
stands by itself in another
way, namely, ia the fact
that it is the only type that
can contain  three four-card
suits,

Balanced Distribution -

Of the six types of balanced
hands mentioned above. A is
perr paeeflence & no-trump
distribution, The suits are
most evenly divided, there
being at least three cards in
every one of them, B is also
well suited for a no-trump
contract. C and D, though
balanced technically, contain
a suit of five cards each.
They should, preferably, be
piayed in a trump contract,
as length of trumps is essen-
tial for success in such a
contract. E, containing, as it
does, a six-card suit, i8 of
course, even better suited for
play at a trump contract,

* The writer only means that there are more different fypes of unbalanced
hands and not that unbalanced hands accur more frequently than balanced ones,
Actually, the three patterns A, B and C shawn above account for more than 50

of all hands.~—Ed.
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while F is really a semi-freak,
and is virtually a trump
distribution. But there are
many situations, as will be
explained later, when a no-
tramp coniract is preferable
even when the hand contains
such a long suit as one of
seven cards, especially if this
is a minor. A no-trump game
requires only 9 tricks, while
game in one of the minors
requires 11 of them.

Unbalanced Distribution

High contracts, especially
slams, are almost invariably
made on unbalanced handas.
Of course, one sometimes
comes across hands in which
8ix or seven no-trumps is a
lay-down but a contract of
this degree in a trump is out
of the question. I particulariy
remember several instances
where we reached a grand
slam in the bidding at a trump
contract. One of our oppo-
nents happened to have five
small trumps and the contract
came to grief by one trick.
The reader may remember
cages where even when an
opponent has five trumps to
the 10, a grand slam contract
is possible. For instances,
see such books as  “ Vital
Tricks ", by Mr. Frank K.
Perkins and * Brush up your
Bridge " by Hubert Phillips.
But, in these examples, the
adverse hands had to be

THE INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

“just 80" in order to enable
the declarer to fulfil his
contract. Generally, the pru-
cedure is to cash all the
tricks in the plain suita after
a round or two of trumps o
test their distribution, and in
the end cross-ruff with the
rest of the trumps. The
unfortunate  opponent who
holds the five trumps has to
under-ruff the declarer every
time. But. such cases oecur
once in a biue moon. Usually,
the fifth trump held by the
opponent sete the contract.

Opening bid by Dealer,
or by 8econd hand
if Dealer Passes

The opening bid by dealer,
or by & later hand, is, off
course, the foundation upon
which the subsequent super-
structure of bids is erected.
If such foundation is of quick-
sands, the whole atructure
tumbles down like a pack of
cards in a literal sense. Of-
course, there are players, who
piay antics with so-called
paychic bids, which, wunless
handled carefully, more often
result in letting down their
partners rather than deceivinyg
the opponents. In my opinhion.
psychic Dids are better left
severely alone unless there i«
perfect mutual understanding
between partners and the
situation calls for desperaie
devices,
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All players are aware that
opening bids of one are made
in most systems on a defensive
holding of 2¥4 honour tricks,
distributed, usually, in at
least two suits. Of course,

sthe Austrian ¢lub (now gene-

rally known as the Nazi club,
after the Anschluss) is bid
on three honour tricks but, of
these tricks, not even half a
trick need necessariiy be in
the ciub =uit. Ail that is
needed is either a guarded
Queen (Qxx) or even four
rags in clubs, but there should
he three defensive tricks in the
hand as a whole. Similarly,
the Nazi diamond is also
freely bid in some circles on
s‘imilur values. There are
players who make such bids
even without the minimum
holding indicated in clubs or
diamonds. as the case may
he. I can see no reason what-
goever why an extension of
the principle should be locked
at askance. The basis of my
system is. to repeat again,
that the honour strength as
well as the nature of the
distribution should be dis-
closed early and simulta-
neously. The actual denomi-
nation, either no trumps or a
particular suir, in which the
‘final contract is to be played,
ig left for bidding in the second
and iater rounds. I[n  the
second issue of the ' Deccan

7

Bridge League Magazine ",
(November 1939), Mr. A.
Sundararajan is rather severe
on the 'Barton’ club variation,
wherein, as in mine, there ia
no indication, in the eariy
stages of the bidding, of the
trend of the final contract.
Pace Mr. Sundararjan, | main-
tain that there can he no valid
objection to such systems, Tf
the Nazi club is good enough
for the Austrians wherewith to
heat the pick of the English
Teams in international mat-
ches, it is good enoungh for
anvbody eise. Further, aven
in the Culbertson System, the
final contract in a good many
cases is not gettied tili rather
late in the bidding. It may
he in the suit opened origi-
nally, or in a suit bid by the
partner ol the opener, or in
no trumps. or even, in a few
cases. in a suit bid first by
the opponents of the declarer.
Hence, I see ne sound argu-
ment for dismissing curtly
such variations as the Barton.
They have their points.

Bearing the basic idea in
mind, the dealer, or, if he
passes, second in hand, should
open the bidding with 218
honour tricks, whether or not
he has a biddable =uit: in
fact, he may bid even a suit
in which he has a void. He
chould invariably bid one clab
o such  defenvive astrength.
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provided his distribution is
of the balanced varisty, It
i3 quite essential to note the
lagt proviso, as it iz the
bedrock of my system, where
the firet round bids and doublss
show the honour holding and
the pattern of the hand g} one
and the same time. Hence a
bid of one club means 24
defensive tricks ang balanced
distribution. Similarly, a one
diamond bid implies 314 honour
tricks and similar distribution.
Four honour tricks in the
hand with such distribution
call for a bid of one no-trump,
Before dealing with opening
bids of more than one, we
may conveniently deal here
with bids of one in the major
suits, corresponding to the
above bids in minors ang no-
trumps. A bid of a major at
once indicates that the sujts
are distributed unevenly, A
bid of vne heart shows 214
honour tricks; one spade
implies g holding of 314
defensive tricka.

Explanation of Choice of
Denomination for
Opening Bids

Before proceeding to deg)
with opening bids of more
than one, it may be as well
to comment on the choice of
the denomination in which
the bids are made. This is
based on commonsense and
old " Auction and modern Con-

THE INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD

tract practice. As pointed out
Previously, no-trump contracts
ate suited to balanced hands
and trump contracts to un-
balanced ones, Further, we
may here take another factor
into consideration. The fre-«
quency of final coptracts is
only about 10% in the minor
suits, while it is ay high as
757 in the majors; leaving
about 157 for contracts played
at no-trumps. Hence it is
that minor suits or no-trumps
are chiosen 1o open the bidding
on balanced hands, and the
majors to do so on the un-
balanced ones. Moreover, it
will be noted that the greater
the strength of the hand, the
higher in rank is the denumi-
nation of the opening big.
This is but logic and is aafaty
strategy.

Opening Bids of more
than one

Continuing our series of
opening bids, we next proceed
to the situations where an
opening bid of more than one
is made. On the Principle
explained in the last chapter.
the bids here suggested are
consequential on the higher
strength held. As such, with
five honour tricks, a bid of 2

clubs {one higher than ones

no-trump) is the natural
opening with an even pattern
of hand: while with 5 lacky
holding of 6 honowr tricks

MAY 1940

and with the suits evenly
spread. the next higher bid
of two diamonds is indicated.
It is very rare, however, for
a single hand to hold such a
high honour strengti.

Taking next the unbalanced
types of hands, a bid of 2
hearts is made on a holding
of 4 defensive tricks, Twao
spades may bhe bid if the
bidder has five honour tricks;
holding 6 honour tricks three
hearts can be safely opened.

The opening bids are limited
tn the two level on  the
balanced hands snd 1o the
three level on  the lnpsided
ones. This is sufficient for
all practical purposes, Opening
#ids of four or more are in the
nature of pre-emptive efforga.
Very rarely does an attempt
al  preemprion  achjeve the
object in view, except, perhaps,
in four spades™  Mare fre-
quently than otherwise, they
merely expose the weakness
of the hand and open the way
fo a profitable double for (he

"' We definitely disagree.. -Ed.

NORTH: {dealer} 3 Cluha.
. Fast 3 Hearta.

SOUTH :
WEST 4 No Trumps.

9

oppanente’ henefit. In the
rare cases where a sacrifice
bid is in order, especially
against a practically certain
slam contract by opponents,
the high bid may be made
wlen necessity therefor actu-
ally arises and the situation
seema desperate, There js no
need to rush in with a so.
called preemptive bid in the
early stages. This is often
foothardy and suicidal. I
have rarely seen attempts at
preemption stopping opponents
with gnod hands failing to
convay information to each
other or ejse doubling for
their profit. The npening bids
are given in the appended
tahle.

INITIAL BIDDING

Honour Balanced \U_anranc_:cd
bolding  disttibution l distribution

[

A et

T ‘f

1d NI v - -
—

SV It 12
ks

Lad BN e
=z wr

{Ter b eesnled, we vt menth.)

3 Bpades,

North held & Ciuby to the A KQJ 10
East held 8 Hearts to the AKQJ10
South held 8 Spades to the A K Q.10
West held § Whiskiea and Sedas and 3 Cocktajle !

tFram the Ajco] aystem),



AROUND THE (BRIDGE) WORLD
By Dr. R. A. Johnson

T has bsen my good fortune

to have played Bridge in
many countries and under
many circumstances. Like
moat Contract addiets, I atart-
ed with Auction. In the later
daya of Auction, there were
many rumopurs of some form
of Contract Bridge; and Plu-
fond was, 1 believe, even then
firmly established in France,
We atarted to employ some
Contract principles in Auctiop
bhidding, such as the opening
Md of one in a minor suit 1o
indicate a certain number of
guick tricks rather than great
length in the bid swit. This
wad the forerunner of the
Approach Principle, which
iater became the chief guiding
principle of Contract bidding.
Manning-Fester in  England
and R. ¥, Foster and Sydnsy
Lenz in America were then
the doyens of Bridge:; but [
had vaguely heard of a man
named Culbertson in connexion
with the Culbertronian theory
of distribution.

My firat game of Coontrart
was in a Paris Cafe in 1930,
The other piavers wera n
Frenchman, a Datchman and
an Englishman. Our know-
ledge of Contract bidding was

elementary in the extreme, and .
the din of musaic and dancing
in the Cafe did not make faor
good bridge. Back in my na-
tive Dublin shortly afterwards,
I found Contract being played
by my former Auction friends.
QOuor bidding was still elemen-
tary; but the first Blue Book
had just been published and
we started on mastering that
fascinating book with its clear-
cut principlea of card Valu-
ation.

The same year I visit
Ameriea, The hridge battle
hetween Elv Culbertson and
Svdney Lenz was raging in
New York while I was there.
The Culbertson victory eata-
tahlished the Approach-Forcing
Syatem of bidding ns almost
a standard one,

Back in India in 1932, 1
atarted writing Bridge Arti-
clea for a loeal newspaper—
a fascinating but not a very
lucrative hobby, [ had to
delve deeply into the Blue
Book and other works befare
committing myself to prine.”
! also organised a number of
duplicate games, which were,
ax far as T know, the first to
be played in India.
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On leave again in 1936, I
landed at J.os Angeles. [ had
previously written to Ely
Culbertson, and I was met by
a very cordial letter from him
giving me the entrée ta all
Crockford's Clubs in America
and Europe. Before I left
L.os Angeles, Culbertson him-
solf wisited that city on a
lecture tour. I bhad the piea-
snre of listening to some of
his fascinating lectures. He
spoke with afl the energy of
an  enthusiast and seemad
wiiling to go on talking al
night. He spoke wmainly of
the Asking Bids, whick were
then in process of evolution,
He apologised {or the absenre
of his wife. who, he aaid. was

“busy looking after ' our new

baby "—the new baby bheing
the Gold Book., After one af
his lectures [ was introduced
to him. He wanted ta know
all about Bridge in India and
he presented me with an
autographed copy of one of
his hooks, fatteringiy inserib-
ed: ‘In appreciation of his
wonderful work for Bridge in
India.

In Crockferd's Cluhs in San
Franciaco, Chicago and New
York, I had severai rubber
games, Those in New York
I remember best, Crockford's
is u unique institution in thar
its members cansist of all the
leading bridge experis and also

a large number of people of
high social standing whose
bridge knowiedge may he any-
thing or nothing. In Crock-
ford’'s, New York, the experts
play in a special room for 3
dollars {ahout Rs. 10 -) per 100,
A visitor can only play in
the experts’ Room by invita-
tion, and if his bridge is not
found to he up to standard he
is nat invited again. [ was
not invited even once. [ was,
however, able to watch the
experts at play and I had the
Heasure of seeing Theodore
Lightner and his partner get-
ting involved in an impossible
three no-tramp contract and
afterwards bawling one anoth-
er out after the fashion of
the hest novices.

[ played many rubber games
in the (teneral Rooms for one
dollar per 10§, The general
level of play was good; but
one piayer sticks in  my
memory {ar his atrociously
rash bidding and for his good
humour. He had, 1 think,
much more money than hridge
zenge. On the night in ques-
tion, he lust abour 60 dollars
and L understapd that was nof
an  unusual  aceurrence.  He
took it ail with very good
humour and was a charming
personality.,  After playing
against him for a short time,
[ decided that I conld with
impunity double ail his fina)
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contracts on prineciple. In that
particular rubber, he and Lis
partner won the rubber but
lost L8000 ponints. When I cut
him =as partner, I played in
fear and trembling; but [ got
off comparatively lightly, My
winnings for the evening paid
for an excelient dinner, for
which Crockford's is famous,
and left something over and
ahove,

Reaching Dubiin again in
1936, I found Contract Bridge,
including  duplicate, firmly
established. Dublin had many
Clubs and regular duplicate
tournaments. And many small
country towns also had their
Clubs and tournatnents. The
International Bridge Mateh
between Treland and Secotland
was played in Dublin while
I was there. It was held in
the City's biggest hotel and
received much publicity, in-
ciuding a running commentary
on the Radio. The Irish team
condisted of four ladies, with
two men (both Jews) as sub-
stitutes, The Irish team won
comfortably. About this time
I also visited Crockford's Club
in London, where I had some
very enjoyable, though not
expert, bridge.

On my return to India in
1937, I found a great increase
of interest in duplicate espe-
cially in the Indian Clube. I

organised some duplicate
games and things advanced
with great rapidity until now
we have our own Bridge
Leagues and regular duplicate
tournaments,

In my wanderings [ found

the Approach-Forcing System
pretty well established in
almaost all countries. In
England, however, they are
inclined to experiment with
other systems, and the two
club convention and the Bar-
ton variation of the one club
convention have their devotees.
Whether these variations will
last or not, only time can tell.
I cannot say with any dog-
matism how the standard of

bridge in India compares with,

those in other countries; but
[ feel that India has many
players who could give a good
account of themselves in any
part of the world.

America, in Bridge as in
many other things, seems to
me to be a land of extremes.
She has the best and the
woret roads in the world,
the best and the worst motor-
cars, and I think also the
best and the worst Bridge
players. The American Bridge
experts lead the worid:; but at
the other extreme the Bridge
one meets with at Charity
Matiness in Ameriea is beyond
description.

DOUBLING AND RE-DOUBLING

By Dr. M. Karamchand Wade

Informatory Double

v €JUST as an opening bid

( Jannounces the possession of

a certatn number of honpur
tricks according to youwr posi-
tion at the table and your
vulnerability or otherwise,
similariy a double of an oppo-
nent's call of 1 or 2 in a suit
or 1 no-trump. at the earliest
opportunity before your partner
has bid, is an informatory
double announcing exactly the
same number of tricks as you
wounld have needed to make
an injtial ecall but for the
opponent’s intervening bid. 1t
simply asks the partner to bid
his best suit. One should De
very chary of making an
informatory double if one's
partner has alreadv passed
and is picking up bad cards.
In particular is this advice to
be horne in mind when doubl-
ing one no-trump as the bidder
is definitely announcing {4
honour tricks.

Resvonse to an mformatory
Double
“The responge to ait infor-
matory double is a bid of your

best suit provided vou hold at
least 114 tricks in the hand
or. in the alternative, 1 trick
in addition to a 5-card suit.
Otherwisze Lhe most suitable
call to announce bankruptey
is a call of one no-trump over
the double of a suit and of 3
clubs over a no-trump double,
That will enable your partner
to assess your hand properly
and, if necessary, to change
the bid at the lowest level
All that he expects of you is
not to burgeon into new calls
in the next round or to start
supporting his distress call
made to take out yours, The
hest service vou c¢an render
vour partner is to make no
further bids.

When an informatory double
becomes a business double
It, however, vyou are thae

lucky owner of two honour

trirks or more with at least

4 eards in the suit bid by the

upponent or, in the alternative,

ho!d 133 tricks and 3 cards in
the suit bid by the opponent,
vou must pags and thus convert
the  informatory  double of
vour partner into a business

* Fhe orthodox pespoie, aceoroing o Unlbertsun, 15 10 bild your longest
suil, barring the opponent’s suit, even if yonr hand s a yarborough, The
possession of thy necessary strength that would have entitled vou to join in the
bidding even over an ordinary overcall by your partner is shown by a jump cail.

—Nd.
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double, A double of 1 no-trump
car be passed for penalties
with 114 or more honour tricks.
I give an exampie from actual
play to drive home my point.

On Friday, the 16th of
February, 1940, the first rubber
of the evening at the Cosmo-
politan Club, Rajahmuandry,
began with Megsrs, Bapi Raju
(N), Satyanandam {East}, my-
soif (Sonth). and N. Venkata
Rao [West). East dealt the
cards and bid 1 heart, Sounth
doubled the call and West,
North, and East passed. South
had only one miserable heart
with him but he trusted his
partner's conversion of an
informatory doubfe info a
buginess double and had no
complaint. The opponents
were 3 down, paid 500 points
as penalty, and their morale
suffered disastrousiy.

I ghall also give an instance
of an informatory double
developing into a  business
double, not on account of the
partners combined values, but
on account of the doubler’s
hidding. K. Vishwanathan
and [ were playing against
Dr. H. Venkata Rao and
Sirajuddin. Sirajuddin dealt
and called 1 diamond, [ dou-
bled, Venkata Rao bid 1 heart,
and my partner passed. East
looked diatressed, apparentiy
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debated a take-out intoc 2
diamonds but passed with the
obvious intention of a subse-
guent take-out in case his
partuer got doubled. T doubled
1 heart, After my partner had
announced that he was devoid
of values by keeping quiet
aver Venkata Rao's call, I
could not possibly expect him
to manufacture any now. He
was absolutely out of the
picture and my informatory
double of 1 diamond had now
been transformed into n busi-
ness double of one heart.™ 1In
my hand I held a singleton
club, K Q 10 9 of diamonds,
A K 109 of hearts, and ¥ J
10 7 of spades. My partner

held K QX X of clubs and no .

other honour card. He was
confused and bid 2 clubs. [f
he had only kept guist, East
would have bid 2 diamonds
as he told us and since the
Doctor bad only 6 hearts and
not a single court card in his
hand, he was determined to
rebid his hearts,

Peralty Double

When an opponent has bid
3 or more of a suit or 2 or
more in no-trumps and you
doubie him. it is a clear case
of « business double but what
puzzles novices, and even
veterans, is the business doubie

* According to Culbertson, this is still a lake-out doubje.~ Ed,
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of a 1 call after the partner's
hid. On Sunday, the 18th of
February, 1940, at the Cosmo-
politan Club, Rajahmundry,
Rao Bahadur A. Rama Raq,
the inspiring doyen of Rajah-
Lmundry Tennis, and | cut as
partners against Messra, Bapi
Raju (East) and Satyanandam
(Wast) The Rao Bahadur
dealt the cards and called 1
club, East bid one diamond.
As South, [ doubled 1 diamond.
West passed. This was a
clear busimess Jouble as my
pariner had already annvoun-
ced his values and 1 was
seeking no information.* He
should have passed and enabled
us to gather 500 points but
tue business double of one of
& suit had not yet come
within his Bridge orbit and
a0 he bid 1 no-trump and
we scored 40 below the line
instead of 300 above it! The
hand was:

CoAYIOX N

D. X X.

H AXX

8 AXX.
CoXXXX %ﬁgx,
DnoJX. C AQX X
HxXxx W B XXX
SOTXX. 5 KX

[V

D. Kioyj7 X,

H. K Q 10,

S OX XX

I myself belonged to iho
same category of plavers tif
the end of 1938, when [ wis

* Not necessarily.  This is cail
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on leave in England. There
in the cardrooma of the
Maitland Ciub and the Royal
Empire Society 1 repeatedly
found a number of sound
plavers making successful
business doubles of u call of
one and piling up bonuses on
top of the line. That set me
thinking and T soon added
this weapon to my armoury
with excellent financial results,

Response to a penalty double

The response to a business
double by your partner is dog
loyalty to him. Let not the
posaessien of a singleton
tramp give you the jitters.
If one man bids a suit and
the other one doubles it at
auch a low level as 1, it is
but natural that you and the
prospective dummy can oniy
aport singletons or doublatons.
[f, however, vou have hid on
a freakish hand with 6 or 7
cards in one suit and 4 or 5
in another, common-sense com-
mands a rebid of vour long
suit or if possible a4 game
call, The partner has doubled
the opponents’ call budgeting
for 3 or 4 playing tricks trom
you but if your distribution
antagonises such a consum-
mation, you cannot possibly
aliow his business double to
stand and must convert it

heave in the double if he thinks it ﬂai‘i:algltfil}?‘}. Bght double wnd parmer shoutd
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into an informatory one and
bid in the light of the fresh
information conveyed to you
by the double. There is
nothing  sacrosanct  about
Bridge. The bidding is based
on common sense which is
the core of the different
systems of bidding obtaining
in America, France andg
Engiand. When an urgent
propogition of an emergent
nature, not convinecingly cove-
red by routine conventions,
seeks solution, common-sense
attends to it in person.

Re-doubling

Common-sense is the sole
arbiter whether a hand should
be re-doubled or not. If, for
instance, your 4 hearts have
been doubled after a callf of 3
spades or 4 clubs or diamonds
by the opponsents, a re-double
will only drive them into an
overcail in which they might
not lose much. particularly if
they are mnot vulnerable,
whereas a wise pass will give
you & certain game and rubber
and a possible overtrick. In
case you and your partner are
the only bidders and an
inexperienced opponent doubies
simply because yours is a
game bid, he mustbe re-doubled
and made to pay for his
Bridge education. Re-doubling
is only possible when you are
sure of the bidding integrity

of your pariner and are further
certain that a take-out by vhe
opponents will entaii heavy
penalties.

There is another type of a
re-double, which is extremely
effective. Your partner makes.
a bid of 1 in a suit or no-
trumps and is doubled by the
opponent to his left. You hoid
honours tricks in your hand,
say 214 when your partner
has bid a suit and 1Y or 9
when he has bid a no-trump.
That makes it impossibie for
your opponents to bid anything
with a chance of success. You
re-double your opponent and
in that way announce to vour
partner that any bid made by
the opponents is to be doubled.
Once this re-doubling is donet
the partners put their cards
on the table, face downwards,
lean back in their chairs, and
double afl the calis mada by
their opponents. It is the
fear of this re-double that
deters a cautious player from
making an informatory double
unless he is exceptionally
strong in honour values ar in
a freak distribution. Lucky
is the man who is cured of
this itch by a disastrous re-
double in the early stages of
his Bridgze career for he
develops caution and on the
iines of the proverbial burnt
child has henceforth a healthy
dread of fire.

MOVING THROUGH THE SUDDER
GARDENS

By A. M. R. Davip,

o
‘B OVING through? I very
A0lnearly said sleeping
through. We started the
Pairs Progressive Tournament
conducted by the former South
Indian Bridge Association at
about 5 P.M., on Saturday, the
23rd March 1940, It was nearly
3 A.M. the next morning by
the time the fournament was
over. An efficient non-playing
Director would have got the
tournament through in leas
ghan half the weary time that
it actually took. As it was,
most of the ecompetitors were
naturally in different stages
of sleepiness or drowsiness
during the latter part of the
session,

I should not be surprised if
thiz feeling of sleepiness had
its re-action on the calling,
which was remarkably sober.
There was very little of rash
or reckless calling. There was
nothing that could be calied
wild neck-stretching, The op-
timistic type of player who
thinks that

* One dawn is no down,

* Two down i just down,
*Three down is somewhat down
* And four down is down,'

was not apparent at all. Even
if any such plavers were
among the large crowd of 68
nlayers taking part in the
tournament, their natural in-
clinations should have been
considerably damped by the
leisurely atmosphere of indo-
lent movement. Though as
many a: 34 Deafs had heen
mayed at 17 different tables,
there was only one aolitary
iabacie of a 6 set. That was
in Deal No. 18,

South-Dealer
K. W.—Vuinerable
& .10 006 4
4
Y $] 1 4
&K, 73
712 $ A8
K, T, 1o, N A4
876 W E o AS6 5
5 I 5 & A Dy,
& ], 08 B, 5
® K Q5
gt
S K932
& 42

when playing against my bro-
ther and my nephew, my part-
ner (East] allowed juvanile
wilea to lure him to disaster
togo®Downina 3 N.T. con-
tract on & hand where 12 or
13 tricks had been made in
moat other tahles in N. T, or

3
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Hearts or Clubs, The Tirup-
pur B Team had just failed to
emuiate this achievement by
going only 5 down on this
deal on the same contract, If
we atruck the bottom on this
Deal, my partner and myself
won a clear top in Deal No.
14,

East-Dealer

Neither side—Vulnerable

$ K . Qls

N) AIS

v 13

+QFJ!9!7?6
“‘-2 N . A.IU.3.3
VK Q6 /9.4
gQ,z w E > A K, 10,

A1Kl8l' s 9-815
5.2 4

k9, 7, 6

110,732

O 704

& 10,3

where we successfully manou-
vred Messrs, A, D. Nayak
and C. K. Seshadri of Coim-
batore into a 3 Spade contract
to go down 3. doubled. The
only other instance of a 5 set
was a good sacrificial bid.
There were oniy about 5 or 6
instances altogether of the
contract being set by 4, even
two of these contracts repre
senting advantageous sacrifi-
cesg. There wers just about as
few instances where the con-
tract was set by 3. Hven the
instances where the contract
was pet by 2 were compara-
tively rare. It was strange
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that the atmosphere of the
Sudder Gardens, which bore
the obvious signs of a Movie
Head-Quarters, should have
been an anti-dote to gay opti-
mism and joyous calling.

The tame calling that
generally prevailed was reflect-
ed in the remarkably few at-
tempts at sacrificial bidding
Deat No, 2 for instance

East-Dealer

N. S.—Vulnerable

QQ,J.m.?.uS
D4z

] v

PG

»

<

v

&8
0 1,10,8
E 01'7.6»5r4

&K )03

N
0,5 w
+ 32 5
1

»r

2
%

e
-~

5

4
A Y43
VK

¢ 10
$ Q876542

gave a wvuinerable game in
Spades to most of the North-
South pairs (620 points). A
Diamonds ecall by the East-
West pairs would have, how-
ever, given away only 300
points. But myseif and my
partner were the only one to
attempt a 5 Diamonds call,
which had resulted in the

Vani Vilas A reaching an un-,

makeable 5 Spades contract to
go 1 down and give them-
selves a clean bottom. Again
in Deal No. 5,
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North-Denler

N. S.—Vulnerable

$ A J 10,8
Q850

10, 7, 8
v 7

2,9.7.52 N
J

mpu
-
&

2

m

a sacrificial bid of 3 Diamonds
hy the East-West pairs would
have loat a definitely less num
ber of points than the vulne-
rable game contract in Hearis
available to the North-South
Pairs. But only Measrs. Rama
sami and Ramaratnam had
att.empted Clubs to secure a
good position. In Deal No. t
again,

East-Dealer

L. W.—Vulnerable
& 94

Ky )oe2
SOI0, 7L 6.8 4. 2

B73 7 Q9.8
oy w ) 0, §
<> K, 3 S Lt Av Q- 8
é A B3 & 1.7

@02
\"‘} Ar Zih

C X, 10,9604

15 tables had allowed the vul-
nerable Hast-weat pairs tn
secure a game contract at 4
Spades. Tt was nnly Messrs,
J. Subbuswami and C. R, Sri-
nivasan playing against my

19

self and my partner that had
to our sorrow, gone 5 Clubs.
1 go 3 down and vet secure
A clear top and give us an-
other clean hottom. The com-
petitora had, on the whole
displayed little acumen and
less imagination in compsti-
tive bidding, which was of a
wholly futile character.

At the same time, however,
very few clean games were
missed by the numerous paira,
In Deal No. 3,

South-Dealer
E. W.—Vulnerable

® AK Q]
7 AK, 5, 3
) 10,7
& A Q7
99.8.5 N
1o, 7,2
3353. W E
& K. 10,0 s

S 06432

S %o

& ] 302
as many as 16 of the 17 pairs
had called & game in Spades
to gecure 11 tricks., Mr, Vai-
thyanathan and partner, who
were calling in the language
of Signs (one of them heing
hard of hearing), had appa-
rently misunderstood one mo-
vement for arother to stop
shart of game. This had in-
ridentally given a clean top to
Mr. Sankara Iyer and partner,
the ultimate East-Waest win-
nera, In Deat No, 3 again,
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North-Dealer
N. 8.—Vulnerable

excepting for 2 of the 17 pairs,
all the other North-South
pairs had suceeseded in reach-
ing the game contract in
Hearts. Mr. S, P. Raju and
his partner as also Messrs,
T. V. 8, Sastri and Y. Durai-
sawmi Iyer must have been in
a.particularly pessimistic mood
at the time to stop short of
game. In Deal No. §,

North-Dealer
E. W.—Vuluerable

ag many as 16 of the 17 North-
South pairs had suceeeded in
reaching a game contract in
Spades. Even the one excep-
tion was due to a penalty
double of the oppdnents' jower
bid. In Deal No, 21,
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North—Dealer
N. S.—Vulnerahle

wherein again there was 2

game for the North-South
pairs, all the 17 pairs, except
two, had reached a game con
tract. Mr, V. Jayaraj, who
stopped at 3 Hearts after a
forcing response by his part-
ner, was more than half asleep

at the time. The cards were
apparently not good enough to

satisfly the scrupulousiy high
standards of Mr. Nainar. Here
is Deal No. 23,

South—Dealer
BKO th—Vulnerable

® Q7,2
v %»?,6,5
. » A5 42
A.J,I & 65 .4
U OAQ 84 N O J 10,2
OK}“ WSE 0 A»Q!J"T
& 1,473 & K, Q 10
4 K983

V0 3

g 6m, 9, 8,532

which yielded practically the
only clean game for the East-
West pairs. Here again, ex-
cepting for 2 pairs, all the re-
maining 15 had reached &
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game call in No-Trumps. The
8. 1. V. A 1st team had the
unique distinction to stop at
the less-than-game contract of
3 Hearts to yet go 2 Down,
My friend, Dr. Karamchand's
partner had gone 1 step fur-
ther to reach 4 Hearts to go 3
down and secure a good clean
bottom. Deal No. 26 can be
said to be the last Deal that

.. vielded a clean game.

East—Dealer

Both—Vulnerable

All the 17 North-South pairs
had bid a game in No-Trumps.
excepting Mr. T. V. Subrama-
nian and his partner, who, to
my good fortune, landed them-
selves in a smaull slam con-
iract in Clubs to go 3 down.

But the Competitors genc-
rally wers thoroughly unsuc-
cessful in tackling slam Deals.
Hero is Deal No. 4 which
yiolds a Small Slam in D
monds to the East-Waest pairs.

West—Dealer
Both—Vulnerable

21
,1,10,9,8,7,6
38 98,7
o Q
& K, Q5,2
& A5 4,2 K
(.'7 A,9 WNF-$ j:l riv°:2
o 1,10, 3 g 9 AK 97642
& 10,0,8,3 & —
3
P K. 8,543
";} 8!‘
& A) 764

But excepting for Mr. K. R.
Qundararajan of (Gopichetti-
palayam, who is reputed to
smell out any possible slam,
not one of the other 16 pairs
had reached a slam contract.
The calling was generally so
futile that quite a number of
pairs had even stopped bhelow
a game. Deal No. 12 would
again yield a small slam in
Spades to the North-South
pairs.

West—Dealer
N. 5.—Vulnerable

& K, (373
AL
&
*A!KlQlO?‘
!q
té 8 N a6y,
SKO 108 W OE UKo
5, 2 s 219,703
& 56 & 197
& A 10,85
V6,5, 402
b OA, 4
& 54,3

Bul «miy 6 pairs had suceeed-
ed in reaching the contrace.
Mr. Valdynathan  and  his
partner  were  apparently  so
distrustful of the cards that
they held that they eoven
stopped below a game contract,
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Thers were even fewer paire
to bid the slam contract in
Hearts or Cilubs or even No-
Trumps available to the East-
Waest pairs in Deal No. 19.

South—Dealer.
E. W —Vulnerabie
& 1,10,0,6
> 0,4

Only one pair viz., Mr. Gokran
and partner had the glory of
going 6 Clubs to make 7.
Mr. K. R. Sundararajan of
Madras and Partner had the
delightful pleasure of acoring
the next best rank through a
double of East's 1 Club call
by the Gopichetlipalayam B
Team to make 5 wvulnerable
overtricks. It is only in Deal
No. 290,
Weat—Dealer
Both~—Vulnerable

?J.1064

< ,,5

QRQJ »2
$ AQ 852 »
MK, b N 10,9
$Qn109 WE 98, “4

5-3 8  $ A87.5,2
& A5

$ Ko7
K?A,:’”

ry

]

Q4
R ‘ ID'9D8'7!6i4
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that as many as 8 of the 17
East-West pairs had reached
a small siam contract in
Diamonds. Curiously enough,
this was probably the most
dangerous of the hands to
arrive at a slam contract.
Again Deal No. 29

North—Dealer
Both—Vulnerabie

AK,
o 010,985
' 4

‘K!7r4 ) 6r5l5‘2
210,72 wNI-: %9,6.5.4
oK, 7,6 5 e A2
& J1.9,7.6 & B3

& QI w

@Q,{Ls

oA 10

‘KQISi

would yield a small slam to

the North-South pairs either’
in Diamonds or in No-Trumps.
But only 4 pairs had reached
either contract. The Gobi-
chettipalayam B and Messss.
8. 8. Vasan and A. Rama-
swami had gone 6 No-Trump?2
to share the maximum. The
Tiruppur A Team had, how-
ever, stretched their necks
out to reach a grand slam
contract in No-Trumps. They
deservedly gave themselves
the bottom and another clean
top to Mr. Sankara Iyer and
partner. On the whole, there-

fore, the players proved them~

selves thoroughly unworthy
before the various stam hand®
that occurred during the
tournament.

MAY 1940

The defence was also not
of a very high quality. Regard
being had to considerations
of space, 1 shall merely
confine myself to Deal No. 1
played in the tournament.

North—Dealer
Neither—Vulnerahle

‘ w
"\} As 81 5- 3
&$ 10,9,5, 2

13 Nort.h-South pd.ll'ﬂ had
called 4 Hearts on this hand
and 5 Hearts had been made

in 16 tables. The Andra

Mahasabha 2nd pair, lulled
into comfort by the only
electric fan in the Sudder
Gardens, were satisfied with
going 2 THearts. 3 other
pairs had gone up to 3 Hearts
and then shied away from a
game call. As the cards were,
their calls were guite sound
since only 3 Hearts can be
made with correct defence
Very obviously, most of the
players in the East position
had led the singleton Club
hoping to get a ruff. But
such a Jead is a had one
with a jong string of trumps.
Ordinartly the declarer's
trumps would not have Dbeen
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so aolid as in thie case and
the better defence would have
heon to lead the longest suit
and worry the declarer into
reducing his trumps. If, in
this case, the fourth best
THamond had been led hy
Kast, the game contract wonld
have been easily set, the
defence taking 2 tricks in
Diamonds and 2 tricks in
Spades. Mr. Muthuswami and
partner were the only Dair
that defeated the contract of
4 Hearts. The fact, however
remaing that all the other
North-South pairs had made
5 Hearts. The two pairs that
actually called 5 viz., Deva-
cotta A and Gopichettipalayam
B were rewarded with Doubles,
But Mr. Mylappan, of Trichi-
wopoly had, in an optimistic
mood, even doubled a 4 Hearts
call to give a clean top to
Mr. K. Easwara lyer and
partner, the ultimate North-
South Winners.

It is not now possible to
deal with the interesting
pari-game handg, which had
reallv decided the issue-
Neither is it possible to deal
in detail with the nature of
the various slam hands in
relation to the slam-calling
copventions, It might, how-
aver, he safely stated that
the slam hands were such as
to give little scope for the

{Continued o page 30.)



FROM THE EDITORIAL CHAIR

ITH the publication of thiis issue, our magazine completes
the first year of its existence, When the first issue
saw the light of the day in August 1939, it gave a

thrill of satistfaction to those of s whomothered it. Tt was -

the fulfilment of a dream. It marked the end of the first
stage in our labour of love.

But the sceptics were not conquered, The pessimists
were not routed. Their unbelief persisted, even if it did
not grow. It wus frankly stated that the magazine would
not get heyond the first issue, or anyway, the first few issues.
This unbelief was only one of the difficulties in our way.

All Europe, nay the whoele world, then stood paralyzed
betore the wanton tread of steel-helmeted millions in
Austria and Czekoslovakia; within a week afterwards, some
of those millions moved into Poland to make it a slaughter-
house. The fate of Poland has since over-taken Finland,
Denmuark, Norway, Holland and Belgium to « lesser degree.
This atmosphere, whieh has resulted in the cessation of
publication of the long-established * British Bridge World,”
was hardly more congenial to our infant magazine.

But our taith has trinmphed. Our perseverance has
prevailed. We have definitely over-come all initial difficul-
ties, And the loyalty of the small band of honorary
workers who were associated with us in the launching of
this venture still burns undimmed. Excepting for Mr.
T, 8. Krishnamurthi, whose services have been temporarily
released to do more effective tournament work, the others
still continue to be intimately connected with the Editorial
work. These are the surest guarantees that our magazine
will grow from strength to strength.

With this issue, which marks the second stage in the
life of our magazine, it has, properly cnough, been chris-
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tened with the new name viz. The Indiun Bridge World.
That ix the direct result of the amalgamation of the two
controlling hodie< working in Southern India till now.
The original name of the * Deccan Bridge Magazine” was
appropriate enough ase the official organ of the Deccan
Bridgs League. But that name would have been anama-
lous 1o deseribe the oHicinl organ of the South Indian
Bridge Association, which iz the name of the newly amal-
gamated hody.

We feel confident that our nagazine's new title is just
right neither too nredest nor too ambitions. The ¢ Bridge
World,”” published in New York. sets the standard for the
Bridge plavers throughout the world. The * British Bridge
World * reflects the views of British Bridge plavers, Other
national  “ Bridge Worlds ™ speak for their respective
countries,  Our * Indian Bridge World 7 claims, not with-
out justiication. to speak for the Bridge players of India.

It might he argued that we ave usurping the function
of an all-ladiz bodv.  As no such all-India body at present
exists, we do not feel particularly guilty. When sach a
body comes into hoing. we shall welecome it, shall give it
our full co-operation and the henefit of our experience.
Meanwhile, we are, we hope. carrving on the good work.

The chiange in the name of the magazine is the least
of the results of the amalgamation.  The aims and objects
of a coatrolling hody for any game can only be achieved
i{ there ix " one control for one provines,” It is only then
that there can he any real control. Tt s anly then that
there can he any fraitful organisation. Tt is ouly then
that there can he iy effective co-ordination of activities,
Now that there ix auly o sucly bady, the futuce of the
gane i our provine: ix full of vosy possihilities.  But sus-
stafued cathusiasm is gite essential it these possibilitios

ure 1o be translated into actual fuets



COUPS AND PLAYS
No. IV. THE DESCHAPELLES COUP

By A. D. J. Victor, M.A.
{Indian Military academy, Dehra Dun.)

' TTHE originator of the Des-
chapelles coup was, as the
name implies, one Louis

Honoré Lebreton Deschapelles,
8 Frenchman, who was an
all-round champion at cards,
Chess, Draughts and Billjards.
“An endeavour to create =
quick entry in partner's hand
by the tead of an unsapported
face card ” is an apt definition
of the Deschapelles coup. If
successfully used, the honour
led drives out an adverse
higher honour, leaving a lower
honour in the same suit as
an enfry in partner's hand.

The Deschapelles coup is
most commonly wused in cases
like the following :—

&J, 10X X

N
K BXX W E #09X

& ALK
Buppose East's firat leads have
establishged 2 or 3 cards of a
long snit against North's 3 N,
T. bid. West holds a guick
stopper in Declarer's long suit
and is on lead. His lead of
the C. K is a Deschapelles
play. If dummy ducks, a
low Club drives out the Club
Ace without loss of tempo to

make East's queen a re-entry '
to run his established cards.

The Deschapelles coup -
should be freely used when it
cannot present a game to the
adversary. The occasional
sacrifice of an extra trick
will be more than off-set by
the innumerable games and
rubbers saved. In the follow-
ing example, South, a believer
in forward ealling, bought the
contract at 3 N. T.

‘?gxx

%Af’ 1
& AQX XX

i, X XXX

W opened. the D 9 and East
took it with . A. Wishing
to find an entry to W, Kast
after a little thought made the
Deschapelles play of the H, X *
and cooked declarer's goose.
It is obvious from the iay of
the Cards that but for the H, K
lead, 3 N. T. is a lay-down.
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In certain cases, discarding
a face card in a suit to
enable pariner to get an entry
in that suit is also a Des-
chapelles play. Here is a
hand from play :—

“
& KJX
. S AXX
T DO XXX
‘Z' XX XX
XX & 10, X, X. X,
I X X GNgo OLoX
21,10, X g VAKX
’ [Oanpr *K'X
$ AQX
O K XX
K9 XX
4 QLX
E S w
X X 14 -
2de - 2

3T - 3N.T. —

W led the 4th best spade.
Bast won with S. K and
returned the Spade. W took
it with 8 A and continued
Spades. B thought carefully.
From his own hand, it was
obvious that the Ciub call was
Austrian and the 2 H call
should, therefore, be very
shaded. Also East was certain
that his partner could muot
Possibly shave any stopper
in Diamonds, At length E
arrived at the conciusion that
it ut all his partner was to
have the chance for an entry

*

"+ it must be in Hearts and so

he discharded his H. A. Now,

South could make his
eight tricks but the ninth

trick could not be developed
without letting in West.

It should not be assumed
that in all cases, the Des-
chapelles coup is a desperate
defensive manouvre to be
used in the eatly stages of
the game. Provided the
declarer keeps proper count
of the cards, he can make
the coup function with pre-
cision in the ond game. e. g.

& —

S 1, 10,9

2 QXX
& 10 N 48
QXX W E 54 r00X
®0 *-

& K

? K'X,X,k

& ]

South declarer at 5 C
South to Jead and make § tricks.

With only the last six cards
in haﬁd, South plays C K
and dischards a Heart from
dummy. If 8 knows from the
calling that E had at least B
hearts, then W's hand can ble
casily placed. Now South's
proper play is the Deschapelles
lead of H. K. If E Wins, the
remaining tricks go to dummy.
So paturally E  will forego
this privilege. But at this
gtage. S, having stripped W
of his hearts, can safely give
him the lead with 5. J dis-
carding H. Q from dummy.
The dummy wins the resultant
Dizmond lead from W and
declarer gota home,



zs ..

An allied coup may well be
termed the Meshappelie coup.
The play is similar but’ jts
objective is to drive out an
adverse entry and prevent the
bringing in of long cards in
another suit. Its worth can
be proved by the gimple
exhibition of a few hands.

$4KOIJ10XX
X. X

x' ]
T A To
& XX
X, X & AX X
3 AIKVQQX1X WNE O Jo xl er
2K, 8X s TQLXX
$ ], XX & XX
$ XX
o X
ToX X, X
® AKQX, XX,
N E s w
. id -~
i — —

West opened his D, K and
blindly continued with D A,
South ruffed and after drawing
3 rounds of trumps played
clubs. East did not win the
first club trick, in a helated
and futile attempt to block
clubs. But North continued
clubs and C. A was ruffed
out and South made 6 Spades.
If W had thought a moment
after D. K lead, the game
would have been saved. The
hand shrieks for the Mesha-
pelle lead of H, K at this
stage, The declarer would
thereafter be powerless and
canh make only 9 tricks,
Sometimes the Meshapelle

play is slightly more intricate
as for instance,

THE INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD
Ko Qn “),lX| X. x .
xS

S. Declarer at 3 N. T
Wled H. 2

After winning with the H, A,
East has to ponder over his
subsequent play. From the
lead, West's hearts are only
four in number and almost
certainly 8 has a stopper.
Hence only 3 iricks can be
had in Hearts. The menace
of the Club suit is far too
strong to be ignored. But E
perceives that he can shut”
out the club suit by a hold
up till the 3rd round, if the
only entry card in dummy
can be knogked out. The
immediate Meshapelle play of -
the 8. K through giving up a
trick in spades holds dummy
to 2 tricks in cluba and the
contract js set. If declarer
ducks the Spade K. then E
Boes back to a Heart. Now
also the contract is doomed
because E. W. win 3 tricks
in Hearts. 1 in spades and 1
in clubs. If K had tripped

up in defence, 3 N.T. {s cold, »

With a long adverse suit in
dummy, even when not abso-
lutely established, one should
never hesitate to lead an
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unsupported honour in an
attempt to kill dummy's Ace
or dislodge dummy’s king.
There is another exceptional
type that I will name the
Double Mesahapelle or the Co-
perative Meshapelie Coup

- because Meshapelle leads
should he made twice by one

player or once by each defend-
er. The bidding in the exam-
ple given helow was prosaic.
& Q,_L. 0, 4g XX

A,
%Aﬁ?x
‘® XXX o
$AX y N tli%xx
ke w_E XXX X
& 10,XXX 4 QX
& XX
QXX
O XXX
& AKLX
w N E s w
I : 1é -
24 2N. T -
14 - 3N T.

Michael Gottlieb sat West.
He studied the bidding care-
fully, With his brilliant flair
for openiug leads, he made
the remarkable Merhapelle
lead of the D. K. Dummy
had to take the trick. C. Q
was jead and W took the
trick with C. A. Without
batting an eyelid, he played
the H. K and now the Decla-
Ter was sunk because the
“Clubs ware useless and he was
2 down. This type of play
i, of course, extremely rare.

From the foregoing, it wiil
be clear that, by its nature,

29

the Deschapelles coup is mostly
a No-Trump play. Ititries t_n
establish an entry in partn?rs
hand for s long suit, which
ordinarily cannot be brou.ght.
in against a trump declaration,
The Meshapelle also generally
fails against a suit contraet
berause there are likely to 'be
more entries in the hand \'wth
the leng suit. But once in a
while hoth the coups may he
utilised v defeat a trump
contract. The following hand
occurred in actual play:—

&K, Q106
\,\.' 9v7'3
o Alsz
& ). 4
753 N '311’“
\'./. K.QJ'IO‘ 4 w E \":i K;JD6I4' 3.2
;%l,; & 10,9 3
& 9.8
Q6,52
10, 8,7
& A KS 70
N E y "
X I:: l‘ 20
T é ie -~
K

Fast won with the singleton
D. A. The hand looked pretty
aad, Hoping for the best, he
jed the H. K. His primary
purpose was that of the D'es-
chapelles coup, but the objec-
tive of the Meshapelle coup
was also undoubtedly in his
mind. Dammy won and
declarer played 2 rounds of
trumps  dropping the 5. Q.
But now he was murdered,
because, if he drew trumps
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before establishing clubs, a
hold-up for one round by E

would lock him in his own

hand with 2 Hearts and 2
Diamonds to lose. So decla-
rer wént for his Clubs. Kast
won at once and led a Small
heart to West's queen. He
cashed 2 Diamonds and on
the 3rd Diamond East's 10
got a trick by overape.

"The declarer blamed himself
for playing the hand badly,
but E consoled him. E poin-
ted out that even if H. K was
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ducked, he would continue
Hearts. Declarer can not try
to set up his clubs before
taking 2 rounds of trumps,
while if he did draw two
rounds and then went after
Clubs, East could win the 2nd"
Club and lead the H. J to he
ruffed in dummy . by 8. J,
establishing 8. 10. After the
oxplanations were over, West
remarked “On behalf of the
ranks of Deschapelles fans,
let me say that that was very
well played indeed!"

MOVING THROUGH THE SUDDER GARDENS
(Contimued from page 27)

utilisation of these conven-
tions. To thie extent, there-
fore, the mofussil players,
who were generally hetter
acquainted with these various
conventions, were brought
down to the level of the city
players. Even so, no one can
refrain from paying a deser-
ving tribute to the sound
game displayed by the city
players, who practically swept
the boards in this event as
also the Team-of-Four event.

Dealing with the different
hands played at a tournament
or at a friendly match is
extraordinarily easy. One
need have only a few hands
played at a Paira Progressive
tonurnament or a Team-of-
Four tourmament to write up

an interesting and adifying
article.  Practically every
Bridge player has some worth-
while ideas to contribute. It
is the pooling togethor of all
such ideas that raises the
Jevel of the game, It may
perhaps be difficult for every
one to contribute a full article
merely on the strength of his
few individualistic ideas. It
may be even more difficult
for every ome to write a
lighter or more humorous
article straight-away. But it
is always easy to deal with a
few hands and ineidentally
introduce one's own individuake
thoughts and ideas on the
calling and the play. That is
how I expect moet of the res-

ders to break into Bridge print.

INTERESTING DEALS
No. IV SERIES '

By K. R. Varadarajan, B.A., B.L.

think that the following
3 deals will be of interest
- to the readers.
Deal No. 1

>

3
ORpx

-

X
XXXX

T

o
el ekd

.

North

South
& AQXX
VKX
O 10,XX
& A 10X
w The hidding was as fol-
lows —

N E s w
I¢  Pam 3¢ Pass
40 Pass 5% Pass
Pass Pass

East led the J of Clubs. 1
Was sitting north and thought
over the partnership hands
for a considerable time to
chalk out the safest line of
Play. [ argued as follow's —
I have got a six card suit in
Diamonds and  very likel.y
West has a six card suit in
Clubs and the same is proba-
bilised by East's opening lead
of J of Clubs showing a
doubleton, in which case E?,st
18 going to ruff the third
tound of clubs and so my

contract will depend upen the
guccess of the Spade ﬁnes.ae.
I wanted to avoid that risk
if possible. I counted upom
East having two trumps
(because he played for- a ruff)
and West having the singleton
Ace of Trumps. After .loca-
ting the cards like t?ns, 1
played a small club. in the
dummy and West's King won
When club was led back, I
won with the Queen. I then
cashed the Hearts King, Ace
and Queen, and discarded the
Ace of clubs (1). I then Played
a Small Trump to West's Ace.
Here is the full deal.-

West was helpless after win-
ning the trick with the
trump Ace. He must either
lead a spade to dummy's
tenace or play a club for a
ruff and discard, I kept my
contract much to the amaze-
ment and wonder of anxious
spectators.



3%
Deal No.'?,
K, Q X X
K, }o, XXX
& 1o xxX N X, J,XX
% XX w E Y16 ;fxx
10, XXX 5 8{ XX

¥

$K9xX
The bidding was as fol-
lows

N E 5 w
10 Paas 1dp Pass
2 Pass 24 Pass

30 Pass S Pass
§N. T Pass 60 Pass

79 Double Pass Pass
We see that the play is an
easy one. North has to take
two rmffs in the dummy of
two of his Jow diamonds,
The only curiosity is how did
North bid 7 Hearts? How
did he know that his partner
had two noes with him ¢ The
answer is as follows:—South
has asked 5 clubs and must
have expected a N. T, response,
in which case he is prepared
to bid 6 H. Not knowing that
the North's Heart suit is a
golid one, South must expeci
one loser in Hearts when he
goes 6 H because Hearta was
North's second bid suil. Se,
South must have two Aoces,
Hence a grand slam bid in
Hearts. This hand occurred
in the Pairs Progressive
event in the Deccan Bridge
League Tournament in Decem-
ber 1939 at Coimbatore. Out
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of 7 tables that were "playmg;,_
the Tiruppur N3, alane bid and
made 7 H, while the othera

stopped with 4 H or 6 H,
Dewd Na, 3.

Though we have the Asking .

Bids, 4-5 No-trump convention
and the free 5 No-trump
grand slam force for higher
ranges of bidding ip ihe
Culbertson system, my opinion
is that it is by mo means

perfect. At ¢imes, it ia notf
possible to arrive at the
correct contract, uniess we

have recourse tn onther Sys-
tems. The following deal is
illustrative of the same.

Norih. # AKQ 9
' X

\.J

0
&
South, &
v
¢

From the combined hands, it
is clear that a grand slam in
Spades or No-trumps is cold.
But a player will naturally
choose the Spade contract for
the sake of the 100 Honours.
But the difficulty is how to
arrive at 8 grand siam by
employing the Culberisen
gsystem. The normal course
of the hidding wili be

S. N.
D 15
3C

Up to this stags every ibipg
is alright. If North adopts
the 4-5 No-trump convention,
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he is able to lovate 2 Aces
with South. But it is doubt-
ful ‘whether South also hoids
the X of Clubs, which is the
key card for a grand slam
bid. There iz no way of
knowing the presence of the

¢ of clubs in the South's

hand according to the Culberi-
son system, There is no
question of ‘asking’ in the
club suit because it has been
bid. So the Culbertsonian will
stop with 6 8 or 6 N. T,
unlegs he wants to take a
risk and bid 7%
In such cases,
wood convention

the Black-
is really

helpful. For instance the
bidding can go this way :i—
5. N.
10 28
1 4N. T,
5 (7 5N T
& ¢ 74

To 4 N. T. by North—Asking
South to disclose the pumber
of aces in his hand—South's

responge will be
54  having no aces.

5 ¢ one ace.
5 2 ACeS.
5 dp 3 aces.
5N. T. 4 Aces

Hence the response of 3 H
shows 2 Aces.
i again asking South to
disclose the number of kings
in his hand. South’s response

Wwill be
6d having no kings.
b O one king.

North's 5 N. T.

6 <7 2 kings, )
64 3 kings. -
6 N. T. 4 kings.

Hence the respouse of 6 D
shows one king, the King of
Clubs, because North has got
the other Kings in his bands.
This system also is defective
bacause this asking 4 and 5
N. T. can be adopted only
when the partnership is geing
to play in NoTrump or
Spades.

[ was sitting south and my
partner, Sastri, was North.
My pariner is a strict Cul-
bertsonian, thorough with the
Gold and Red Books, He
knows no other systems except
Culbertson. After my bid of
30, he gave 2 free 5 N, T.
grand slam force and [ jumped
to 7 Olubs. Then he called
7 Spades. I was really dis-
satisfied with my psriners
audacity in misleading me
viz, asking with Clubs &8
Trumps and bidding Slam iu
Spades. After the opening
Jead and the exposure of the
Dummy, I asked my partner
why hs did pot show ms that
his spades suit was solid. He
coolly teplied “That is Sastri's
Coup”. I was feeling fairly
nervous and heaved a sigh of
relief when the Spades broke.
We made the vulnerable Grand
siam snd walked away with
the fruits of the Rubber.

*If the 4 NT is bid by South. which is not tnlikely, the K of Clubs is located

and the Grand Slam can be bid—£&d.



 NEWS AND NOTES

. The Easter Tournaments

'ITH a view to provide a back-ground for the inaugural mceting of
_\/Vthe newly amalgamated body and to ensure a good attendance

thercin, the former South Indian Bridge Association conducted a -
Teum-of-Four Tournament and a Pajrs Progressive Tournament in
Madras during the Easter Holidays between the 22nd and 24th of March
1940. The tournaments attracted quite a large number of entries, inclu-
ding teams from Trichinopoly, Coimbatore, Gopichettipalayam, Devacotta
Tiruppur and Rajamundry. The city, however, provided the majority
of the teams. The contests, which were played in the Sudder Gardens,
Alwarpet, Madras, were keenly fought out in a spirit of friendly tivalry.
The city teams had surprisingly swept the boards in both the tourpaments.
That the teams from the city, which have taken up serious contract
comparatively recently, should have achieved such a result against
seasoned players from the mofussil is very gratifying. The veterans had
perhaps taken their opponents too lightly. In any case, the city babies
in duplicate play have our heartiest congratulations.

The Tewn-of-Four Tournament.

There were as many as 16 teams, including two from Trichinopoly
and one each from Coimbatore, Gopichettipalayam, Tiruppur an(i
Devacotta, apart from the Arcot House Team. The remaining teams
were drawn from the various clubs in the city. The fixtures had been so
arranged that every team from the mofussil had to play a city team in
the first round. The mofussil players experienced their first shock when
they found that except for the Arcot House and the Tiruppur Teams,
the rest of mofussil teams were knocked out even in the first round. These
two mofussal teams met in the second round, when the Tiruppur Team,
which ultimately came up to the finals, won by a few hundred poiats. On
the ather side, one of the best of the Madras Teams composéd of Messrs.
S. 8. Vasan, A. Ramaswami, }. Subbuswami and C. R. Srinivasan camec
up to the finals. The final match was not half so exciting as it was
expected to be and Lhe city team easily won by 22 match points 1o 10 with
an aggregate difference of 3,000 and odd points.

The Puirs Progressive Towrnament,

As many as 34 teams had entered for this event. Naturally enough, >

therefore, therc were 17 tables played with 17 N-5 pairs and 17 E-W
pairs. There were 34 deals altogether, with two deals played in each
round. The tournament was begun at about 5 p.M. on Saturday, the 23rd
March and went on till about 2 Q'clock the next morning. We are
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Confident that an efficient non-playing Director would have got the ev:::t
through in about half the weary time that it actually took. 'V?rn:lg *
therefore, suggest to the Tournament C(?mnllttee the' destr: 1t1 ;airs
imiiting on the presence of such Directors in the‘ more mp«:}r al:-mcr >

Togressive Tournaments in the future. Mr. K. Easwaran and pa e
Madras were the N-S winners and Mr. Sankara.n_ and partner aed \
Madras were the E-W winners, The first six positions werce secured by
the fallowing teams.

North-Sonth

I. Mr. K. Easwaran and partner (Madras).

2. Mr. M. K. Srinivasan and partner (h:;ci(lrds?;

. Mr. Vaidyanath Tver and partner (Madras). ' ‘ .

i D:va\crzlt(ti: a"i a(Messrs. M. R. Sivaramakrishna lyer, T. R
Sundz:trara‘an . o . o

5- GﬂlpicLetlipaleiyam B. (Mr. K. Subramaaia Gounday and partner).

6. Dr.T.V.S. Sastri and Partner (Trichinopoly).
Bust- Wy,

I. Mr. Sunkara Iyer and partnet (Madras). .
G;p:i:lt;l;alay:ani A. (Mr. K. R. Sundararajan aud}_);rtncr)}n )
Areot House A-. {Messrs. A. M. R. David and M. S. Krishnaswami).
Mr. Sundaresa Iver and partner (Madras).

Messrs. ). G. Gnanadurai and Mylappﬂn_('{.ricllmictpogr:;l partner).
. Coimbatore Cosmopolitan A. {Mr. V. Srinivasa Iyer

o«
oo

ahoun

n auspicious start in duplicate
en at present and the
ter and the duplicate
ts in the

The Madras teams have thus had at
Pay, wi the sound game that they dispiay ‘3"
hiddi“g conventions that they should soon mas ove pEr
technique that they will soon secure, they are surc to pr

Eame in the near future. »

The M. U. C. Annual Bridge Tournaments 1940

. . idge was being
Only an open pairs tournament in Auction Bridg

“Onducted by the Club till two vears aga. Tt is only for ﬂTe ::;:1::; !’Cj{':l
"3t an open Pairs tournament in contract had also b:: Ldras through the
2 result of the impetus given to duplicatc play |_n ?fnur event and a

Ster tournaments at the Sudder Gardens, a T‘f‘lm-? o art from the
Ats Progressive event were also conducted this year. ap

Open Pairs lournament in contract.
The T”‘f'*t‘vf'fuu roevenl. B o o th
Six teams had enteeed for this tournament.  The favourites for this

event y; 5. Vasan's toam, were eliminated cven at an carly stage.
tviz, Mr. S.S. Vasan's team .
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The finals were played between Mr. K. R. Sundaram Iyer’s team including
Messrs. S. M. K. Sastrigal and K. Easwaran and T. R. Samo6 and Mr. B.
Lakkuppa Rai's Team including Mesisrs. A. Narasimbachariar and M. R.
Duraiswami and Dr. V. N. C. Rao. Mr. K. R, Sundaram Iyer's team won
after a gruelling fight. We heartily congratulate the winners in this
event, which after all easures the greatest test of skill. It is very
gratifying to find our General Secretary, Mr. K. R. Sundaram Iyer and,
our Treasurer, Mr. K. Eswara Iyer among the members of the winniué
team, which also includes Mr. S. M. K. Sastrigal, who has been well-known
for the last two or three years as bearing the torch of contract to
illuminate all the places to which he goes.

The Pairs Progressive Tournament.

Altogether 16 pairs had entered for this event. Messrs, B, Lakkuppa
Rai and A. Narasimhachariar (N-S}) and Mr. M. R. Duraiswami and
Dr, V. N. C. Rao {E-W) were the winners and Messrs. S. S, Vasan and
A. Ramaswami (N-5) and Messrs. ]. Subbuswami and C. R. Srinivasan
(E-W) were the runners-up. It cannot be a mere coincidence that the

ruaners-up in the Team-of-Four event won both the N-S§ and E-W cups -

in the Pairs Progressive Tournament,

The Open Pairs event. ..

As many as 18 teamns had entered for this event. The finals were
ultimately played between Messrs. S. S, Vasan and A. Ramaswami on
the one hand and Messrs. K. R. Sundaram lyer and S. M. X. Sastrigal on
the other. 48 deals were played and Mr. S. 8. Vasan’s pair won by oo
points. The calm and sound game displayed by Mr. S. S. Vasan
harnessed 'to the RAashes of brilliance of 2 comet will carry this pair far.

The Sivagange Cricket Olub Invitation Tournament

In connection with th&Club day celebrated in the beginning of April
1940, there was an invitation Team-of-Four tournament. There were §
entries with Devacotta strongly represented. The tournament was
ultimately won by the team captained by Mr. R. M. Sundaram, L. C. s,
including Mr. M. P. Pai, 1.C. 5, Dr. T. K. Natesan and Dr. N. Halasyam.

The Devacotta United Clud

In connection with the farewell entertainment given by the Devacotta
United Club to Mr. A. M. R. David, there was an open Pairs Progressiy,
tournament conducted by the club on the 2oth April 1040. 6 tables were
played and Messrs, S. Jagannatha Iyengar and V. Krishnamachariar (N-S}
and Mr. A, M. R. David and Mr. M. S, Krishnaswami (E-W) were the
winners.

»
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g The Coimbatore Cosmopolitan Club Pournament

- -Apart from the open Pairs tournament in auction and Contract, the
Coimbatore Cosmopolitan Club conduected a team-of four tournament
and a pairs progressive tournament in Contract in the Ist and 2nd Weeks
of May, 1040. A large number of teams had entered, including 4 teams
from Madras and.one from Devacotta, apart from the usual teams from
Krichinopoly, Gopichettipalayam, Tiruppur and Avanasi and the Arcot
House Team. The play was generally of a high standard and the bidding and
play in some of these matches was good enough for international contests.

The team-of-Four Event
As many as I8 teams had entered for this event. The most keenly
fought out matches in this event were those between the Agricultural
Coliege Team and the Devacotta Team, Mr. S. S Vasan's team and
Cosmopolitan Club Team and the Arcot House Team and another
Cosmopolitan Club team. AN these matches were decided on the
aggregate difference of a few hundred points, the match between the
Arcot House team and the Cosmopolitan Club team being restricted by
consent to 16 deals. The finals which was played between the Devacotta
Team and this Cosmopolitan Club Team proved a tame affair, the
Devacotta team composed of Messrs. M..S. Krishnaswami, T. Malai,
C. Srinivasan and A. Sundararajan winning comfortably by a margin of
veral thousand points. OQur congratulations go to the Devacotta Team
on their well—deserved Victory. Intiated into the game by the captain
of the Arcot House team, Devacotta has been playing Contract for just
about the time that Madras has been doing so or for the last less than
3 years. Their victory would well demonstrate that an intelligent study
of the game along with actual play is infinitely better than years and
years of unthinking play.

The Pairs Progressive Event

There were altogether 17 tables and the tournament was restricted to
I7 deals. There were some interesting hands in this event. But this
form of contest is, we are afraid, losing its popularity for the very
obvious reason that players get bottoms for no fault of theirs and win
tops for no skill of their own but merely because their opponents for the
time being are foolish or reckless. But the evening was, on the whole,
an e¢njoyable one with a good dinner given by the members of
Cosmopolitan Club. Messrs. Ramachandro Rao and Sriramulu of
Madras (N-S} and Dr. T. V. S. Sastri and Mr. G. Kanakaraj of
Prichinopoly (E-W) were the winners and Mr. A. V. Krishnaswami Iyer
and partner of Madras (N-S} and Messrs. A. M. R. David and A. D. J.
Victor of the Arcot House Team (E-W) were the funners-up,  We hear
that the victory of Dr. Sastri and partner was, in particular, a handsome
one by a wide margin.
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BRIDGE PROBLEM

N May 26th 1938, the Madras
Mail had in its bridge column
* Contract bridge according to
Culbertson ” published the fol-
lowing Bridge problem and

solution.
& AKQ
v Q) 109
O AG4
5 * 1,53 & 050
9' r r
7 AKv6-5|3:2 wlg L Bv;-4
o Q] 8 O 1,083
3 K, 10,9 & Q.7 2
P 10,8,64 3
W
o K, 752
& A8 64

The Bidding (North—South vulne-
rable)

w N E

1H LN T. - 2

- 35 - 4
West warned against a Heart lead
by North's nn-trump overcall,
opens the diamond queen. Can
South make his four Spade con-
tract, against the hest defence?
If s0, how ?

Selution. Yes—South can {ulfil his
contract by plaving as follows :—

“Takes opening lead with the
diamond Ace. Leads Hearts
Queen and passes it discarding a
club. West wins and properly
shifts to club ten. Declarer wins
the Ace, leads a trump to dummy
and passes another Heart, discar-
ding another club. West wins and
can cash club king, but now dec-
larer has absolute control. Wins
diamond return with King ot club
return by ruffing, draws trumps and
cashes two estahlished Hearts,”

Mr. S. Suryanarayana Iyer, {our
Joint Editor) wrote to the Mail
pointing out how the contract can
not be made. The Madras Mail
merely published it as a query on
June I9th 1938. So far, no other
notice has been taken of it by the
bridge loving public or Mr. Cul-
bertson himself. We publish it

here [or the bencht of our readers.
A prize of any chosen book on
Bridge to the value of not more
than Rs. 5~ will be given to the
first demonstration received at our
office showing how the arguments
of Mr. 8. Suryanarayana Lyer are
faulty. .

_Here is the detailed defence that
will defeat the contract according
to our Joint Editor :—

I Variation.—1f wes1t duocks
when  north  leads  his  second
Heart, the contract can be set.
Suppose North continues Hearts,
(discarding clubs again) West
takes the trick, and returns a
Heart which East ruffs with his
Spade knave, on which declearer
can discard a Diamond. The
defence has now taken 3 tricks and
still declarer has a losing Diamond.

I1 Variation.—Suppose, *Dec-
larer takes the opening lead with
the Diamond King, crosses over
to the dummy with a Spade lead,
and leads the Heart (Q, discarding
1 club West takes the trick with
the Heart Ace and leads Diamond
Jack. [If it is allowed to take the
trick, West shifts to the club
ten; South takes the trick with
the Club Ace, crosses over to the
dummy with a Spade lead, takes
another round of trumps, and leads
the heart kuave, discarding a club.
West now takes the trick with the
Heart Kirg and cashes his club
King, settipg the contract.

I ¥ ariation —Or suppose South
overtakes the Diamond Queen
with the Diamond Ace, then West
ducks the second lead of hearts
and takes the trick with the Heart
King on the third lead and gives a
Heart ruff to east for the Spade
knave. East ar owmce takes g
trick with the Diamond ten, set-
ti_ng the contract and so on.

Other variations can be easily
defeated by a careful defensive
play.

THE SOUTH INDIAN BRIDGE
ASSOCIATION

The Pre-amalgamation events

APART from the informal correspondence that had Dbeen carried
"Lon between the Secretary of the former South Indian Bridge

Association and the then President of the Deccan Bridge League,
the first effective step was taken by the Deccan Bridge League, when the
following resalution was unanimously passed by the general body meeting
of the League held on the evening of the 31st December 1939:—

" As this General body is of opinion that it would be desirable to
amalgamate with the South Indian Bridge Association in the
larger interests of the game, the Executive Council is authorised
to enter into negotiations with the aforesaid Association with
thisz object in view and call for, and place before, the General
body anv satisfactory scheme of amalgamation that may be

agreed upon ”

¥ The Executive Committee of the Ffarmer South Indian Bridge
ASSncialinn had in its meeting dated §th January 1940 passed  the
fnllnwing resolution :—

*The Executive Committee considered the letter dated 4th January
1040 from the General Secvetary of the Deccan Bridge 1-Effﬂ“€‘
and express their desire to co-operate with the Decean Bridge

M [ 4]
League in effecting the amalgamation.

The Executive Committee had also authorised the Hon. Secretaries

0 call for particulars of the scheme proposed by the Decean Bridge
€ague. [ntensive correspondence had then heen carried on between

the Secretaries of the Associations and the representatives of the league.
As a resuly, iy was verv apparent that there were 0o di fferences whatever
O principle hetween the two bodies as regards the various questions
nvVolved in the scheme of amalgamation. On the recommendation of

”_he Tepresentatives appointed by the Executive Council which were

adopeeq by the Executive Council itsell, the general body of the Deccan
Bridge League had in its meeting dated and March 19040 passed the
rﬂuowi“ﬂ resalutions :—
I. “That the Deccan Bridge League do amalgamate itself wirh the
South Indian Bridge Association.”
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2, “That the amalgamated body be named The Amalgamated
Bridge Association of South India or any other name that
may be agreed to at the first general body meeting of the
new body.”

3. * That the Secretaries of the Deccan Bridge League and the South
Indian Bridge Association be authorised to call for the first-
meeting of the amalgamated bodv.”

The South Indian Bridge Association had even previously passed
similar resolutions on the 27th February 1940. The manner in which all
outstanding questions were left over for amicable settlement by the new
body itself after the date of the amalgamation contributed if no small
measure to the remarkable speed in which the amalgamation was decided
on by the two bodies within two months after the question was formally
opened.

The General Body Meeting of the New Amalgamaled body.

The first general body meeting of the new amalgamated body
including fpse facte the members of the Deccan Bridge League and the
members of the South Indian Bridge Association was held in the Sudder
Gardens, Alwarpet, Madras at 5-30 P.M. on the 24th March 1940. Dr, Sir,
K. V. Reddi Naidu, K.C.LE, D. Litt. presided. Among those present were:—

Messers J. A. Pinto, T. G. Singaravelu and H. Bheemasena Rao of
the Cosmopolitan Cilub, Madras, S, S, Vasan, A. Ramaswamj Iyer.
K. R. Sundaram Iyer, K. Eswaran, C. R. Srinivasan, J. Subbuswami Iyer,
T. V. Subramanian, M. Damodara Mudaliar, K. Sivaramakrishnan, and
P. N. Sundaresa Iyer, of M. U.C., Dr. Y. Suriyanarayanan and P. G.
Sankara Iyer of the Triplicane Club, T, S. Muthuswami Mudaliar of the
Mambalam Club, M. R. Duraiswami and Sreenivasa Mudaliar of the Vani
Athletic Association, A. Vythianathan, Saptharishi Iyer of the Thiaga-
rajanagar Club, Ramachandra Rao, Sreeramulu and Hanumantha Rao of
the Andra Mahasabha, M. D, Gokran of the Imperial Chemical Industries
Club, Kannan Chetti, Treasurer of the South Indian Bridge Association,
S. P. Raju, Honorary Secretary of the South Indian Bridge Association,
Dr. M. Karamchand Wade of Rajamundry, V. Sreenivasa Iyer, A. K.
Swaminathan, A. D. Nayak, A. K, Seshadri, A. R, Kumaraswami Goundar
and A. R. Kalyanasundaram of Coimbatore, C. K. Subramania Goundar,?
K. R. Sundararajan, G. N. Jayaraman, Ambi Sastrigal and A. R. Soma-
sundaram of Gopichettipalayam, V. Rajam Iyer and K. R. Varadarajan
of Tiruppur, A. M. R. David, M. S, Krishnaswami Iyer, M. R. Sivarama-
krishnan, T.R.Sundararajan, A. Sundararajan and M. N. Krishnamurthi

MAY 1940 . u

(from Devacotta) and Dr. T. V. S. Sastri, G. Kanakaraj, J. G. Gaanadurai,
A. Mylappan, P. W. David, A. D. J. Victor and Y. Duraiswami Iyer
from “Trichinopoly. (reat enthusiasm prevailed.

Aftcr a short discussion as regards the comparative appropriateness
of the terms * federation ' and Association, it was first unanimously

Resolved that the name of the amalgamated body of The Deccan
Bridge League and the South Indian Bridge Association be " The South
Indian Bridge Association ™.

2. Resolved that the headquarters of the new body be locatec_i in
Madras for the present with the Central Office in the Madras United
Club, Madras.

3. Resolved that subject to the passing of the constitution, the rates
of subscription be Rs. 5- per year for clubs and Rs. 2/- per year for
Associate members.

4. Resolved that the following office bearers be clected for the year.

{a) President 1.

(h)  Vice-Presidents 2.

(¢) Hon. General Secrelary 1.

{f) Hon. Treasurer 1.

(/) Members of the Excentive Councth 13

5. The following office bearers wete nnanimously elected.

President
D SIR K. V. REDDL K.CLE. D Litt.
Vice-Presidents

Dk, P. SgBaroyay, Bar-at-Law,
Sir P. T. Rajan, Bar-at-Law.

Hen., Genl. Scerelary
Srt K. R. SUNDARAM IvER

Hon. Treasurer

SRl K. ESWARA IVER
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Members of the Exécstive Council

I. SRI S, 8. Vasan

2. , 5. P Rajw

3+« P. KANNAN CHEITY A

4 . TS KRISHNAMURTHI, M.A.

5- Dr. T. V. S. SAsTRI

6. , R. A. JoHNson

7- BRI V. SRINIVASAN, B.A, B.L.

8 » A. M R. Davip, M.A,B.L.

9. DR. KARAMCHAND WADE, M.A., Ph.p.
10. SRI M. S. KRISHNASWAMI, B.A., B.L.
I. ,. M. RAMACHANDRA Rao, B.A., B.L.
I2. ., A, NARASIMHA IYER, B.A. B.L.

13. . Y. DURAISWAMI IYER, BA., R.L

6. Unanimously resolved that the work of drafting the constitation
be entrusted to the Executive Council which may form its own committees
for the various purposes of the constitution with POWer to co-opt others

The newly amalgamated body catled the South Indijan Bridge Asso-
ciation has thus come into being.
Meeting of the Executive Council held on the 1th April 1940,

A meeting of the Executive Council was held on the 7th April 1940
at the M. U. C. Madras. Dr. Sir K. V. Reddi, x.c.LE, D.Litt presided-
The following members were present :-—

Sri K. R. Sundaram Iyer (General Secretary), K. Esw

ara Iyer (Trea-
surer), 8. S. Vasan, M. Rumachandra Rao.

I. The minutes of the General Body meeting held on the 24th
March 1940 were read and passed.

2. It was resoived to have 5 Committees as under :—

L. Rules Committee. 2 Tournament Committee. 3. Editorial

Committee. 4. Membershjp Committee. 5. Finance Com-
mittee

3. The following members were elected to the different committees
as under :(—
1. Rules Commitiee ( Head- Quarters-Madras),

Sri H. Bhimasena Rao (Chairman), Messers M. Ramachandra
Rao, Ba, L, K. P. Velu Pillai, K. R, Sundararajan, J. Subbu-
swami, M.A., Bar-at-law (Secretary).
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2. Tournament Commitice (Head-Quariters-Coimbatore).

1. Sri T.S. Krishnamoorthi, M.A, Coimbatore, {(Chairman), 2.
Messers K. Venkataswami Naidu, B.A., B.L., Coimbatore, 3.
S. Rajam lver, B.A, B.L, Tiruppur, 4 C. K. Subramania
Goundar (Gopichettipalayam}, §. M. R. Duraiswami (Madras),
6. K. P. Velu Billai (Trichy). 7. C. K. Seshadri (Coimbatore),
8 V. Srinivasan. R.A., B.L., Coimbatore, (Secretary).

3. Editorial Committee. {Head Quarters—Trichy).

Sri A. M. R, David, M.A., B.L., (Chairman}, 2. Sri A. K.
Swaminathan, B.A , B.L. Coimbatore, 3. Dr. Karamchand Wade,
M.A., Ph.p., Rajamundry, 4. Sti J. Subbuswami, M.A.. Bar-at-law,
Madras, 5. Dr. T.V.S. Sastri, Trichy, 6. Dr. R. A. John-
son, Trichy, (Chief Editor), 7. Sri 8. Suryanarayana ch;r. M.A.,
Trichy (Joint Editor), 8 Sri M.S. Krishnaswami, B.A,, .M.L..
Devacotta (Problems Editor), 5. Mr. P. W. David, Trichy,

{Business Editor).

—

4. Membership Committee (Head Quarters—Madras).

Sri T. G. Singaravelu, Madras {Chairman), 2. Messers. Y.
Dwuraiswami Iyer, Trichy, 3. A. R. Kalyanasundaram {Coim-
batore), 4. T.Soundararajan {Devacotta), 5. G. Hanumantha
Rao (Madras), 6. T.V. Subramanian, B.A., B.L. (Madras),
7. A, Ramaswami Iver, B.A., B.L. {Secretary).

—

5. Finance Committee (Head Quarters --Madras).

I. Sri 8. 8. Vasan {Chairman), 2. Messers. M. R, Kalingaroyar,
B.A, B.L. (Coimbatore}, 3. K. K. Raman (Trichy), 4. A.
Parameswariah (Madras), 5 K. Eswara Iver, {Secretary).

4. Resolved that the Life membership subscription be Rs. 30/ for
Associate Members and Rs. 75/- for Clubs, b

5. Resolved that the Treasurer of the Association be authorised to
Ipen an account with the Indian Bank Ltd., and operate on the funds of
the Association.

6. Resolved that no expenses shall be incurred by the Treasurer
'xcept with the sanction of the Executive Council: in case of emergency,
le can spend up to Rs. 23~ (Rupees twenty five only} with the approval
H the Secretary and one other member of the Executive Council. He is,
wwever, allowed a sum of Rs. 15/~ as imprest cash.
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“..7- Resolved thnt'thc; seipl:'tion accorded to the Coimbatore Cosmo-
politm Club for the ‘condact of open Contract and Auction Bridge

tournaments be- #pptidved and a tournament affiliation fee of Rs. 10-
be fixed.

8. Resolved that the name of the Official Magazine be changed to
" The Indian Bridge World ™.

!

9 Resolved that the Magazine account be maintained separately.

190. Resolved that Rs. 45/- (Rupees forty-five) be allotted to the
Editorial Commitee in conncction with the Magazine cxpenses for the Ist
uarter of this year,

Mecting of the Exccalive Counctl on 6th May, 1910,

Thete was a meeting of the Exccutive Council held on the 6th May
1940 at 4-30 P.M. in the Cosmopolitan Club, Coimbatore. The following
members were present :-—

I. Dr. T. V. S Sastri, {in the chair) 2. Mr. T. . Krishnamurthi,
3 Mr. AL M. R. David, 4 Mr. 8. I Raju, 5. Mr. M. S.
Krishnaswami, 6. Mr. M. Ramachandra Rav, 7. Mr. K. R.
Sundaram lyer. -

1. The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Council held on the
7th April 1940 at the Madras United Club, were read and confirmed.

2. Resolved that the Secrctaries of the old Deccan Bridge l.caguc
and the old South Indian Bridge Association be requested to expedite the
handing over of the accounts and the records to the present Honorary
Secretary. (Moved by Mr. A. M. R. David; seconded by the Chair;
carried unanimously).

3. Resolved that credit be given ip this year’s subscription to such
members to whom issues of the magazine are duc at the rate of four
annas per issue. (Moved by Mr. A. M. R. David; seconded by Mr, K. R.
Sundaram Iyer; carried unanimously),

4 Resolved that any member joining the Association after the first
quarter will pay subscription only for the remaining quarters. (Moved
by Mr. A. M. R, David; seconded by Mr. Ramachandra Ran; carric&'
unanimously).

5. Resolved that the official year of the Association shall be from
1-1-1940 10 31-12-1940. (Moved from the chair; carried).
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The Association Librory.

necessity for putting the accounts in order, it has n possible

for the Execntive Council to sanction any amount for the purchase of

baoks for starting the library. But the following books have been so far

presented and they form the nucleus for a Bridge Library that, we are
* confident, would develop into one of the best in the whale of the East.

I. Books presented by Dr. R. A. Johnson.

I. The Acol system of Contract Bridge by Ben Cohen and
Terence Reese. 2. Duplicate Bridge by Alexander T. Hasher,
3. Contract Bridge bidding systems by Cavendish, 4. The Blue
Hook of Duplicate Bridge by Harold Thorne, 5. The Stern
svstem by Dr. Paul Stern, 6. A Summary of the Acol system
of Contract Bridge by Ben Cohen and Terence Reese, /.
The Bridge World Magazines (22) 1938 and 1939 issues,

2. Books presented by Mr. J. G. Gnanadurai.

1. Contract in siv lessons, by J. Hope Reford, 2. Advanced
Juctjon and Contract Bridge tactics by H. L. Thornelly, 3.
Advanced Contract Bridge simplified by H. Thnrmj, 4. The
Barton variation, 3. The Bridge World Magazines—1937,

1938 and 1939 issues (12 copies).

3. Boaks presented by Mro AL MR, Pavid.

I. Cootract Bidding made easy by Mr. A. M. R. David (3 copies),
> Advanced Contract Bridge by Dr. Melville Smith, 3. Auction
Bridge for all by Manning Foster, 4. Br‘ush. up your Bfidge
by Hubert Phillips, 5. Contract Bridge bidding systems in a
l\iutshcll by Cavendish, & Over 750 hands selected by Wm.
E. Mckenney.

A library has thus been started after all, though on a small seale,
and is now under the control of the Editorial Commitice. Our members
are reguested to send us all the available Bridge books that they can
spare. The Library is now too small to allow of any lending but the
books are available for reference at the Editorial office at the City club,

Fort, Trichinopoly. -—-J' \

Cravﬁ'_tuv“ou give us some tit-bits relating to the game—any l
jukes, rhort stories or anecdotes ?
Write to the Business Editor, City Club, Fort, Trichinopoly. !
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60 YEARS’ FAME AND NAME

De. 5. MATHURAM
Sub Amt, Sorgeon
Diploma 1872 1

Zub Asst. Surgean
Diploma 1500 11

Diploma 1930 1L Diploans 1935 1N

GURU TOOTH POWDER—The King of all Dentifrices.
As. 6 and As 2.
GQURU THYLAM-—King of all Balms and Anjanams. As. 10.
GURU K. DROP8—King of all Remedies for Whooping Cough.
Re. 1—0—0.
QURU OHILDREN DIARRHOEA CUBE—King of all medicines
for Children Diarrhoea. As, 12, ,
GURU TORIC for CHILDREN—King of all Tonics for Children.
Re. 1—4—0,
GURU MILK SALTB—A Great Boon for handfed Children. It
containg all the Vitamins and Tissue Salts of Human

milk, It converts cow's milk equal*to human milk in all
its virtues. As, B.

HONEY DROPS for BYE—King of all Remedies for Eye, except
Cataract. A Tonic for tired Eyes. As. 5.

SIDDHA KAYAKALPA LEQYAM—The Great Rejuvenator, and
a Tonic for Lung, Heart, Stomach and Intestines, Nerves
and Blood. Rs, 2—0—0 for 40 doses.

GURU BATEING OIL—A famous Bathing OQi! for all diseases
of Eyes, Ears, Nose, and Throat. It gives a Special

Tone to all the organs in the Head and a Cooling 'Tonic :

for the Brain as well.
R~ Special Discount for Large Buyers.
Dr. A. MATHURAM, Trichinopoly.

Dr. A, MATHURAM  Dr. EDWARD MATHURAM  Dr. NAORDJ MATHURAM

PROPRIETIES OF CONTRACT BRIDGE
By Dr. M. Kararmnchand Wade

ITTHE most painful feature
Iof Bridge play in our
country, and the one that
grates most on one's cultured
sensibilities, i3 the distressing
disregard of proprieties by a
large majority of plavers in
mofussil  townsa,  There is
plenty of talent, good humour,
treomascnry, esprit de corps,
camaraderie, but alas! theyv
are vitiated by a gross and
blatant violation of the proprie-
ties of the game. T shall be
&Hiling in my duty as a lover
of Bridge if, for fear of being
dubbed a Bridge Jeremiah, [
forebore to deliver a frontal
attack on some of our weak-
nesses that need speedy eradi-
cation. [ Lknow that truth is
hitter but then how is any
advance possible unless scme-
body  rushes full  tilt  at
miasmas condoned by long
practice. Honest advice,
trankly and dispassionately
tendered for the removal of
error. the dissipation  of
.eonfusion, and the diminution
of misery, motivated Dby the
aspiration of leaving the world
better and happier than one
found it, is nowhere treated

in such an uninteliigent, mis-
leading and exaggerated way
as in our sacred land. Our
conceit and egotism, born of
ages of self-complacency, not
only make us [mpervious to
words of wisdom but rise in
hostility against anything
savouring of reflection on our
cultural and spiritual primacy
which, although unacknow-
ledged by an unappreciative
world, is our chief stock in
trade as it is also the chief
enemy of our dvnamism.

A true sgportsman is not a
party  man dragooned by
disciplinary catchwords into
moral myopia and politieal
insularity but one enfranchised
into an enlightened entity by
a cultured cosmopolitanism, a
spirit of inquiry, and a living
sense of equity and fairnees.
My appeal i3 to him and not to
those men who, like potatoes,
have their best part buried
underground and, unreceptive
to a point sguggestive of
chronic intellectual anaemia,
counter every suggestion with
the digging up of the sapience
of their neolithic ancestors,



“-w deluding
\::w: - he confused
notion that since a club is

professedly a piace for un-
bending one need not take

»
e
t

anything there seriously.
Nothing could be farther from
the truth. Clubs are in
essence adult schools where
we continue cur education
under democratic, but never-
theless stringent, conditiens.
As a matter of soher fact,
the whole of our terrestrial
career has been an unbroken
process of uninterrupted edu-
cation, The evolution of man
from his sub-human, ape
ancestor of the Miocene epoch
of the Tertiary era, over 2
millions of years ago, i3
directly traceable to his
tuition by the forces of nature
through an inexorable struggle
for existence ensuring survival
of the fittest.

Laws of Contract Bridge
have been formulated to
ensure equality of opportunity
and conditions of work. Pro-
prieties are there to regulate
cultured intercourse hetween
cultivated men by the codifi-
cation of a number of things
that are taboo in  polite
society. The laws and pro-
prieties of DBridge should he
observed by everybody, high
or low, and the game should
be played in strict conformity
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with them. Bridge is not
intended for triflers or f{or
men of dubious morals and
manners. Those half-baked,
opinionated men who mistake
for culture the possession of

a degree or two won by the "

memaorisation of an ill-assorted,
disjointed mass of academic
impedimenta and are not
prepared to play Bridge on
the moral plane enjnined by
the laws and proprieties of
the game would do well to
try their hand at skittles or
the tuning in of Chunking.

I now pass in rapid review
some of the proprieties that
need special emphasis on
account of their criminal
mutilation in most mofussil’
clubs,

Avoid crowding round a
table when vou do not belong
to it., The full complement
of a tahle is 6 plavers and
others have no business to be
buzzing round it. If, however,
yvou wish to wateh the zame,
seek the permission of the
players concerned and sit
down like e picture of
patience. Do not. by smiles,
gtaurts, nudges, shrugs. facial
contortions, or menosyviiabie
interjections draw attention

to an undercall, 1o a play”

from the wrong haud, or a
call out of turn, suggest the
direction of a finesse, or
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prevent the establishment of a
revoke. Your presence should
not in any way  influence the
intereats of vour hosts,

Do not take long over o bid
as that by itself iz a call. Tt
either suggesia a hand on the
verge of hiddabiiity, era hand
hevond the Bridge comprelien-
sihility of the owner, or in
cnge the opponents lhiave bid
high enough, a hand by it=ell’
strong enouzh to defeat the
contract.  The wait is a broad
enouzh  hint for a  shrewd
partner 1o play havoe with the
opponents, It i= highly unfair
to conveyv information to your
partner by such a hesitative,

Syneopie, suggestive bhidding.

[1n ¢ase a player be finessing
through vou, Bridge propriety
demands that vou should not
hesitate or unduly deay the
plav af vour card to convey
the falze impresgion that you
hold the wanted card. I have
already narrated to the readers
of this Magazine the unhappy
circumstanees under which
made the soapaintanee of this
proprietve and, But for o strong
setse of duty oand anxieiy to

help [odtan Briboe, woand
never ove s myeed in
sneh an gy sttnatiaan A
friend remarked e other gy
ithat | Lod Been harl o my
COUngrEYmen, AL omy nene

friend, Dr. S0 R, U

SAVOLT.
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is  never tired of obser-
ving. it it so easy to mis-
underatand and so very difficult
tn understand anvbody. The
very fact of the inclusion of
thi= propriety in the book of
rules  clearly  connotes the
universality of this tendency
t  deceive the declarer but
sinte I am an Indian addres-
sing myv countrymen and not
Arricanders, Australians. Ca-
nadians, or Martians, it is but
natural that I should talk in
terms= of India. I do not for
a moment suggest that this
propriety i not violated in
other countries but I am anxi-
ous that it shouwid be strictly
observed in our country whers
a  considerable number of
plavers use such hesitations
as stock ruses to bluff the
declarer.

Learn to he helptul to your
partner when vou are Dummy,
Do not abandon your seat,
walk reund the table and have
a look at piayvets cards. Do
not tilt vour ehair to the right
or to the left, or both sides
miternately  in yvour morbid,
enriostty to seetthe opponents’
frand=,  Nor he gujity  of the
uneccuth practice  criminaliy
comian in motuseil elubs, of
cxebanging  vour cards with
the deeoarer the moment the
aunctien 1= over o order
gont  over  the  combined
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holding of the partnership. By
doing that you do not only
murder manners and decimate
decency but also lose all your
rights as a Dummy. You are
crippling your partner by for-
feiting your limited but valu-
able privileges as a Dummy.
After all, your partner is but
a mere man and might revoke
or overlook & revoke by his
oppounents. The very play of
a difficuit hand might be too
much of a strain for him to
spare any energy for watching
the irregularities of his oppo-
nenta.

In our mofuaasil clubs, it is
a common and ugly sight for
players to lift their feet off
the ground, place them on the
seat of the chair, and play
Bridge in that somnolent
posture, For one thing, the
seat of the chair is conven-
tionally intended for the depo-
sition of portions of the body
draped in virgin or tailored
cloth which is likely to suffera
premature consignment to the
pride of Indian optimists, the
washerman, who, like his il-
lustrious ancestors before him,
has reduced his art to the
uniform process of a persistent
attempt at breaking a hefty
stone with protesting, long-
suffering, sodden linen. Apart
from ordinary manners and
the dead certainty of soiling
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others’ clothes when a change
of seats takes place, yvou court
somnolence and consequential
assauits on laws of Bridge.
I know that this is not one of
the propristies mentioned in*
the Laws of Bridge but then
nowhere else on the face of
the earth are chairs used for
cross-legged contemplation
It pains one’'s eves to 9ee
players with extended cheeks,
with their mouths full of betel

leaves and tobacco, and not
being able even to make a call

lest they spray the other
players with pink juice,
show a smali spade and two
fingers for ' 2 spades ' or touch
their nose and show three
fingers for '3 no trumps

and so on. We must face

our peculiar problems and try

to solve them courageously.

Another bane of Bridge in
mofussil clubs is the use of a
local nomenclature. A few
months ago there was a
colourful crowd playing 2
Bridge tournament organised
at the Cosmopolitan Ciub,
Rajahmundry, by our dyna-
mic Secretary, Bapi Raju. 1
referried at one of the tables
and my poor ears were as

saulted, though not for long, *

by such monstrous calls as
“One Dies” as a local vari-
ant for “one diamond ¥ and
“Two royals” as a majestic
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synonym for “ Two spades
The Bridge world knows of
no such suit as *diea” or
‘royals = nor ig it aware 0'
the word ' colour = as an equi
valent for ‘=uit .

It is absolutely essential
that your opponents nust
know the system of hidding
that you follow. The other
day a delightful player from
Chicacole, who was honouring
us with a short visit, started
the bidding with a call of one
club and later changing into
Learts closed the auction with
4 contract of 4 hearts. My
very first lead, the king of
clubs, was ruffed by him as
he held no clubs in his hand.
¢The fun of the thing jay in
the fact that in reply to my
previous guery he had inform-
ed me that he was following
the Culbertsonian system of
bidding. My anger turned to
chuckles of laughter of Sir
Toby Beleh brand when a
neighbhour, my Jearned colle-
agie, Tinnetti Suryanarayana,
pointed out the ahsurdity of
falling foul nf a gpenius who
successfully circunwvented two
sturdy opponents, and utteriy
hefogged partner, and even
the great Culbertson himself

* with an original cail of one

club. “ One may find fauit”
continued that chaste humo-
rist, “with a player who uses
termsg in o sperial <ense o

7

convey a hidden meaning to
his partner but when he i9 as
incomprehensible to his part-
ner as to his opponents no-
body can possibly have a
grouse !’ This partticular
player s a highly poetic
artist not subject to any
prosaic laws of Bridge but
it is expected of a player to
inform the rest of the players
the system of play that he
follows. It is highly unfair
to use terms and systems not
understood by your opponents.
[n some tournaments, such
gecret codes sometimes decide
the championship which in
fairness should have gone to
somehody else.

Submit to penalties with
cheerful surrender and enforce
them with polite firmness.
Do not confuse courtesy with
the imposition or payment of
penalties. Politeness is good
but duty is better. When a
foreign army invades a country,
all time-honoured canons of
lLiospitality are shoved aside
and the uninvited guests are
phrought to the realisation of
a better set of manners with
the convincing help of guns
and aeroplanes, Similarly if
a friend disregards conventions
of civilised behaviour, he must
he taught respect for them by
the imposition of prescribed
penalties. It is adding insult
to injury to insinuate that
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the penalty has been enforced
against you for sordid, mone-
tary motives. Members of a
club are certainly not objects
of charity to one another and
it is no good pretending that
in money matters you are
far wmore liberal than the
stickler to rules. Your very
attitude of hostility to the
enforcement of @& penalty
against you shows that you
are a8 loth to part with
money as anybody else and
besides it shows also in vou
a lamentable lack of the
spirit of fair play and respect
for law and order. Do not
accuse a Mack or sn Ananta-
chari of the want of the milk
of human kindness when duty
compels him to order some-
body to be hanged by the neck
till he be dead. He is only
discharging his duty as we do
ours when we catch those
very Judges nodding at Bridge
and sharply pull them up.
But for the strict enforce-
ment of penalties, there cannot
be much good Bridge at most
mofussil stations, Some Dis-
trict Judges, Subordinate
Judges, and District Munsifs
look upon Bridge at the club
as the continuation of their
court work and expect the
members of the bar to over-
look, even to admire, their
murderous assaults on Culbert-

gen, cards, and commonsense.
Bome raw Sub-Collectors, the
Bridge airs of whom are
inversely proportional to their
acquaintance with the game.
lay down original laws to an
admiring circle of prospective
honorary magistrates, addition-
al public prosecutors, and title
holders. They only believe
in punishing others and
counter the imposition of
penalties with the perpetusl
threat of resigning the prest-
dentship of the august ctub,
the Bridge atmosphere of
which they try their very
unconscious best to vitiate.
Judicial and Executive
officers in mofussil stations
must make a serious effort t¢
raise the level of Bridge at
their clubs by insiating on the
payment of penalties and
petting a healthy example to
other players. Belonging as
they do to a class well-known
for its integrity and high
standards of personal conduct.
I am sure that my appeal
will not go unheeded. My
remarks are intended to
improve our game and have not
been made inany Zoileanstrain.
I may add that at Rajah-
mundry, where these lines are

being written, all the officers .

are models of correct he-
haviour and Bridge has reached
a high standard of excellence.

BRIDGE MURDERS

A
‘ URDER will out’ is a
1( common saying. But
does anyone realise the
pumber of unrecorded murders
committed by Bridge playera
on innocent hands unwary of
the fate awaiting them? Let
this be a warning to those
murderers.

The first is the case of the
guy, who, after having cold-
bloodedly vivisected =& live
hand, bemoaned his ill-luck.
‘} Fineases g0 Wrong * part-
ner can't bid for nuts”, “ dis-
¢ribution is freakish ™ were
some of his sour utterances.

Scenc: A big club in Delbi.
Players:—Just above the
average standard.

The Confirmed Misfortunist:
Wost
N. §.—Vulnerable

West Declarer at 3 N. T.

# K 1,632

L) 8,62

|

& Q10,65

A Q10 S 74

& whe ¥ AQT9
0 A9 3 S Q K, 10, 7, 4
&+ K, J,742 ‘A'g's

@ 9,85

Q K, 10,43

Q Q.8,6,5,2

&8

By A. D. J. Victor

Nled HS

The declarer played H J
from Dummy and it held the
trick. A long time was spent
in thought and then 8 7 was
led. Murmuring ninth trick,
the declarer played 8 Q from
his hand but North won. He
continued hearts and South

' took the triek with H K over

dummy’s queen. § 9 was
plaved and declarer's S A
pulled out. He was now in a
quandry. He had to make 4
tricks from clubs without re-
linquishing the lead to North-
South. He went over to
dummy with C A and repeated
clubs intending a finesse.
When South showed out, the
declarer was irretrievabiy ruin-
ed. He took what ftricks he
could and finishedup two light.

Even before the last card
was played, he started moaning.
“Why, in...... ,can't clubs break
normal and why should the
kings in both spades and
hearts be on the wrong side ",
he wanted to know. But the
grand jury composed of the
three other players and an
interested kibitzer decided that
the declarer’'s play was rotten

2
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and that he had murdered the
hand.

“The second trick should
have been taken with the C K
and a club led back, Unless
North playa an honour, C 9
should be played from dummy.
If North shows out, C A
should take the trick and clubs
repeated. Thia play will
ensure that even if North or
South has four clubs headed
by Q 10, they get only one
trick. Hence four tricks in
clubs are assured before the
Spade tempo is lost. With two
tricks in diamonds, two in
hearts and one in spades, the
contract is ironclad ', was the
verdict. Even in his death
struggles, West was heard
muttering " I was always un-
fortunate .

The next case concerns those
whose motto seems to be “'I
shall make my contract, if in
luck. If not, I shall try next
time . More than 50 per cent
of bridge players belong to
this category.

Scene: A select club  in
Mussoorie

Standard of pluy: Very or-
dinary

Both sides vulnerable
South Dealer
North: A lovel}; blonde
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S A'.]:Eg’s
& K, 64
6?%-54 wNE 3%.;;5.2 2
vs \ ;Io 15"'
2 A J,9,52 s . 2 %-30
& K,J,10,9,6
Q’Qs
o K, 6
& Q.87
Bitlding
N E s w
TH — 15 2C
zH — 2 —
3N Dd —n —

1 was sitting South and this
was the third hand I played
with this partner. Just before
the start of play, she had
questioned me closely. “ What
do you play partner, Culbertt
son or just commonsense? .
“ Culbertson " I replied, hoping
devoutly that she would not
stick to “ commonsense ' onl¥-
“That is right, I also play
the samse’ she said. [ was
much relieved.

BEast opened with C 10
My partner gave me her cards
remarking "~ Do look at m¥
lovely cards. I think we can
make it easily ". I studied
her hand carefully. She
turned to the side and began
chatting to a couple of girls,
who were kibitzing, about
the last picture they had
seen. My face lengthened
when the foolhardiness of her
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bidding became apparent.
With the idea that there was
stil a sporting chance of
making the contract. I handed
back her cards.

Her fingers hovered over
the C Q for a long time. My
pulse was beating very fast.
At last she pushed it back
and played a small one. My
breathing gradually returned
to normal. West also plaved
emall and declarer won with
C K. A small gpade was led
and finessed with 10 from
dummy. West won with § A
and returned a diamond.
Without &ny hesitation or
thought. North played D J
¢and had to take the trick
with dummy’s D X over
East's Queen. She then led
H %7 from dummy knowing
full well that a debacle was
gure to result in case any
finessing was attempted. I
immersed myself in a pictorial
magazine. After five minutes,
I heard North say " Hard
juck partner, two down. I'd
have made twelve tricks, if
H K was with West, We
can take the rubber next time,
What about my game ? "
Remembering an old army
rule ‘count ten before giving
way to anger , 1 began coun-
ting slowly. *What's wrong? "
she asked. So West, an inno-
cuous old stodger. had to

11

give her the works. “Two
aces are ouf and so you can
never make twelve tricks. If
you had pilayed D A from
your own hand and continued
spades, the contract was ice-
cold. Five spades, cone heart,
two diamonds and one club
always make nine tricks.
Further with a little ecare,
you could have end-played
East into giving you an
additional trick in hearts or
diamonds’' he explained con-
ciselv. North's face crumpled
up visibly. ;t wags rather
sad.

A third type of player flita
before my mind. These, not
a few, feel that they have
done their cards injustice
untess they take every finesss
available. The results, often
disastrous, don’t affect them
at all. They ecarry on just
the same. To illustrate:—

Seene of battle: A Military

club

Fast: A finesse addict

Sonth: Author

E. W. Vuinerable

3 N.T. by E

&0 xx

01 8x

O, 5x%5x5X
& x,x

& N
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Both East and West were
known to be conservative
playera, D J was my auto-
matic lead. When dummy’s
hand went down, I felt that
everything was over, bar the
shouting. 1 felt that they
had missed a slam. D A
from dummy won. C Q was
led and finessed to me, Non-
chalantly, trying te hide my
nervousness, I piayed a small
club. *That's fixed it* said
the declarer, fesling pretty
sure that C K was caught.
He thought a moment and
then led H 10. My partner
covered with J and I won
over declarer's Q. I continued
diamonds and dummy won,
The declarer then proceeded
to lay down his hand ciaiming
all the remaining tricks. My
partner said “ That's all right.
Play it out”. 0. J was led
and finessed again., When I
came up with C K, declarer
looked as if he had seen a
ghost, We took three diamond
tricks and offered the rest to
declarer. “The club finesse
went wrong, partner” he
began but didn't continue.
His partner was very nearly
having an apoplectic fit,

“Many more hands would
ghare the same fate, if this
declarer is let loose at large "
was my only coherent mental
reaction. So I pointed out to

him as gently as possible that
he had nine tricks on ice
with his high cards alone. I
aleo demonstrated that the
club finesse was not necessary
and the heart finesse abso-
lutely suicidal. His partner
was still glaring at him
speechless with fury. He was
a gentleman and a soldier.
We gave him a gun and left
the room draggiog the partner
with us.

The last case I recollect
brings to my mind the proverbs
“ Even a Homer nods " and " An
elephant slips ”, O:casionally
even an expert massacres a
hand. His mental picture of

the bidding and piay of some
particular hand goes BawWrYy.

His ideas are temporarily
disturbed and when he realises
his own position, the grave
of some unfortunate deal is
already dug.

Scene: Somewhere in Madras.

Players: All far above ave-
rage with one professed super-

expert.
1 sat south
% J, 10,96 4
{1
, 7. 4
Kl 7' 3
7:32 Al
k3 loss6 wNg SA
10 s 2 A 8465
J: 10,8 AIQD 9!6'5
K.Q.5s
9,5 2

(Contd. on page 23.)

OPENING NO-TRUMP BIDS
By Dr. R. A. Johnson

I have always regarded the
“ light” opening No-Trump
as the worst bid in Bridge.
It was bad in Auction; it is
very much worse in the more
accurate game of Contract. It
is your partner's nightmare.
Obviously, 8 No-Trump is the
most difficult opening bid to
respond to. Any response must
be at the leve! of two at least.
whereas an opening bid of one
in a suit can always elicit a
response at the one level, with
¢ choice of from one to four
denominations, depending on
the ranking value of the origi-
pal snit bid. Tae partner of
the “light " No-Trumper is in
an eternal quandary—whether
to “take out from weakness"
in a long, weak suit, or to raise
the No-Trump bid with a few
scattered honours, or to jump-
hid in a fairly stromg suit, or
to pass with a moderate hand
and hope for a rather fitile
part-score of 40 —haunted al-
ways by the possibility that
opener's No-Trump may mean
a bare 214 honour tricks and
bad diatribution, and that the
opponents are lyving in  wuit
for anyone who sticks their
neck out.

There is also the funda-
mental fact that although game
at No-Trumps requires one
trick less than in a major suit
and two tricks less than in a
minor suit, this is more than
compensated for {(in the case
of major suits at any rate) by
the different structure of No-
Trump play, where ruffing
values do not exist. The
doubleton, singleton or void,
which is an asset in a suit bid,
becomes a positive menace at
No-Trumps. It follows that
No-Trump bids should compen-
sate for this inherent handicap
by added honour strength;
and this applies to opening
bids as well as to subsequent
bids.

These fundamental principles
have always been recognised by
the framers of the Approach-
Forcing system. In the origi-
nal Blue Book, in which the
cold mathematical logic of the
Aypproach-Foreing system burst
upon a somewhat astonished
world, Culbertson stated very
definitely that with hands of
glightly bhetter than average
honour streugth, say 3 to 314
honour tricks, it is better to
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open with a suit, be it only a
weak four-card minor, than
witha No-Trump. This very
sound guiding principle was
consistently kept in mind and
developed, with the result that
in the Gold Book the require-
ments for the “strong’ No-
Trump (I prefer to call it the
normal No-Trump) were for
the first time announced in so
many words. These very rigid
requirements are as follows:

A minimum of four, and a
maximum of five, honour tricks
distribnted in at least three
spite; and a 4-3-3-3 distri-
bution.

Those who regard thess re-
quirements as in any way
revolutionary show but a super-
ficial acquaintance with the
underlying principles of the
Approach-Forcing system.
These requirements are but the
logical codification of lawa
which the {ramers of the
Approach-Forcing system have
always upheld. Given thess
requirements, hands of moderate
strength—2l4 to 334 plus
honour tricks——are catered for
by one-bids in a suit (even itho'
the requiraments for a biddable
suit may have to be consider-
ably shaded), while the higher
and more difficult opening one
No-Trump bid is reserved, as
it should be, for hands of a
special type both as regards
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honour strength and distri-
bution. I regard the * strong "~
No-Trump as the higgest ad-
vance in the science of bidding
in recent times. Other ad-

vances, like the Asking Bids, |

concern only o few extraordi-
nary hands and only in the
higher stages of the bidding.
They are artificial in the same
sense and to the same extent
that slam bonuses are artificial.
They cen be ignored by
the average player without
affecting his game to any
appreciable extent. But with
the “strong’  No-Trump
it is different. This bid (a3
also its denial) has nothing
artificia! or conventional about
it. It is just sheer logic. It
is not related to artificial slam
bonuses, or Asking Bids, or
Ace-showing, or void-showing,
or any other of the high lights
of the final stages of the bid-
ding on freak hands. It is
essentially concerned with the
very lowest stages of the bid-
ding, and the average player
cannot afford to ignore its
significance or to deny its
usefulness,

The partner of the " strong ~
No-Trumper is automatically
relieved of most of his worries.

He has very precise infarma--

tion from the opener regarding
both honour strength and dis-
tribution. He knows that his
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partner lhas at least four
“quick’” tricks and not lasa
than three cards in any suit.
He is in a much better
position than the partner of
the “light” No-Trumper.

* The following hands show
the minimum and maximum
requirements for an opening
hid of one No-Trump, irres-
pective of position at the table
apnd of vulnerability,

8. RQm. H. AxX ¥ 4ini
D: AQxx. G Kxx) minimum.
S, .&QX. H. _&_Qx. 1 . ]
D. Axxx, C. KOx. i maximum

There are but two exceptions
1o these requirements:

1. If the hand contains eight
honour cards the honour trick
requirements may be reduced
¢o 3la in three suits. For

example:
s, KQ 1o H. Alox.
. A 103 C. Kix.

B ————— e
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3. When the distribution is
4-4-3-2 or 5-3-3-2 and the hand
contains a minimum of four
honour tricks a No-Trump may
he preferred to a suit, especially
when the hiddable suit is a
minor, always provided that
the doubleton is Kx or hetter.
For example, bid one No-
Trump on

5. Kx H. AQJ.
D. Axxx. C. AJxx

S Qlx H. KJx.
o p, AKQOxx C. K=x

or 5 QJx H. Kx
D. AQJxxx. C. Alo

The last example is some-
what exceptional. The distri-
bution js 6-3-2-2 and the hand
hag only 314 pius honour tricks.
But it has eight honour cards
and the doubletons are Kx or
better. The almost solid minor
suit is likely to come in useful
at No-Trumps.

Alr. V. A, Srinivasa lyer, B, B.L., Advocate, Devakotta, writes:—

Here is a bridge problem which is rather difficult to solve.
I was partuering X and we were sitting East—Waest, I was the

Adealer and opened with one spade.

in spades, A

two diamonds; my partadr having

10 X x X in hearis, twe

My hand contained A K Q x x x
K x x x in hearts and 1wo rags in diamond. South bid
the following hand, ] 1o x in spades,
rags in diamonds and A Q J 10 in clubs bid

2 spades: North passed; I called 3 hearts ; South passed; after 2 good
deal of thought, my partner said no bid with a self-satisfied air. Find X.

The following postmaortem iy

problen.

be of assistance in solving the

“1 say you are absolutely wrong. Why should you show a new
suit?  After my support 1o spades, your business is to Ask. Your
bid of 3 hearts is cvidently giving me information to go 3 N.T.if I

* nave strength in diamonds. The 3 hearts bid 15 unnecessary; you

could have straight-away jumped to 4 spades.”

» But a new suit bid at the level of one or three.......

+ Drat the rules.”

1



THE HAND VALUATION

By A. M. R. David

HE game is more than ha!f

won if and when the best

final contract has been
reached. It may be that the
partnership has itself secured
the contract with the best
final call. Or, it may be that
the opponents have been forced
into a losing, or a futile, or
a far-from-the-best final call.
The main strategy of the game
is, therefore, centred around
the attacking objective of
securing the best contract for
the partnership or the defen-
sive objective of preventing
the opponents from reaching
the best contract. Neither
objective can be secured unless
the partners are able to dis-
close to each other the high
card strength and the low
card strength that each of
them posseases. That would
not, however, bs possible un-
less there is first a precise,
accurate and scientific assess-
ment of the aforesaid strength.

A correct assessment of the
strength of one's hand is,
therefore, quite essential. The
strength of the structure of
calling would be wholly de-
pendant on the reliability of

this foundation. The attack-
ing strength of a hand includes
both high card strength and
low card strength. The defen-
sive strength of a hand, how-
ever, is limited to high card
strength. Naturally, therefore.
high card strength, which i
useful both in attack and in
defenice, generally  attracts
greater attention.

For a correct and convenient
assessment of high card
strength, we want a method of
valuation which is both fairly’
simple and reasonably accurate.
Probably the simplest method
of valuation is that of nume-
rical counts, This was very
popular with Auction players.
It has survived the advent of
Contract. According to this
method, a certain numerical
value is assigned to each high
card and the total count 3
obtained is deemed to be 2
measure of the strength of
the hand. Milton Work assigns
counts of 4, 3, 2 and 1 to
aces, kings, queens and jacks
respactively : this count is
followed by Beasley and Crane
and hy the more recent Acol

system. The Stern Austrian
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gystem assigns 7.5 3 and 1;
the 4-Acee system assigns 3,
92, 1 and 14; and George Reith
agsigns 6, 4,3, 2 and 1, giving
a value to the 10 as well.
This long array of adherents

"is a tribute to the inherent

simplicity of the numerical
counts system.

But simplicity is not the
only criterion, excepting for
Lumble-puppy or family bridge.
Accuracy should be as impor-
tant a criterion. The count
system, howaever, cannot pos-
sibly stand this test. It really
values the high cards and not
the high card strength. It values
the high cards independantly
and arbitrarily, irrespective
of their strength or weakness
through the presence or absence
of other supporting cards.
To take the one example given
by Dr. R A. Johnson in his
fine article on pnumerical
connts in the August 1939
jssne of the Deccan Bridge
Magazine, a singleton king is
obviously worth less than 14
trick; a king gupported by
one or more low cards is
worth 16 trick: a Kking sup-
ported by the queen is waorth
definitely more than 14 trick:
while a king supported by the
ace is worth 1 full trick
Thus, the value of a Kking
would vary from less than g
trick to 1 full trick. And yet

the worshippers in the shrine
of one or other of the count
systems would merely cloths
the king with an immutable,
unchangeable and inexorable
value of 5 or 4 or 3 or 2 and
shut their eyes and close their
minds.

The value of a high card,
excepting the ace, should be
necessarily dependant on its
relation to the other cards
in the hand. It is only then
that any degree of accuracy
can be secured. BSuch a valua-
tion of homour cards adopted
by Culbertson and most other
American writers would satis-
fy the requirements of hoth
accuracy and simplicity. It
ja quite simple. It is quite
accurate as well. In the worda
of Dr. Johnson, * The method
of valuing a hand according
to honour tricks is simple,
accurate and scientific. Tt
has emerged from the
exhanstive mathematical re-
searches of the masier minds
of bridge. It covers ail the
possible variations in wvalue
to which a high card is liable.”

The unit of such a valuation
of high cards, which are ex-
pected to win in attack and
in defence, can best be termed
Quick triecks. The term
honour tricks is, of course,
the most popular one at pre-
sent, But it is misleading
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Bince the term is applied to
merely defensive honour tricks.
For example A. K. Q. J. in a
hand should, when counting
honours tricks absolutely, be
given 4 tricks and not merely
2 or 2+ or 244. Again, the
term honour tricks does not
refer to honour cards alone.
A king is given the value of
K trick only when it js
supported by a low card, The
34 trick value is, therefore,
dependent on the presence of
8 low card. The term honour
tricks, like the term high
card tricks, is, therafore,
handicapped by a wider as
also & narrower implica -
tion. The term sure tricke
is, of courss, a misnomer
since there is nothing sure in
bridge, not even that the loser
always pays! It is true that
the term quick tricks has been
given a restrictive meaning
inthe Ingram One Club system
aud most of the variations of
the Club system, inciuding
the Barton variation, the lower
honour cards, often including
the queen, bLeing relegated to
the position of secondary
tricks in these systems. But
these systems have not attain-
ed any degree of popularity,
particularly in our country,
and the term quick tricks hag
not, therefere, become identi-
fied 8o far with any restrictive
meaning. It has anyway the

‘It is true that a third yound
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quate. [ would, therefore,
prefer to follow the more
logical conciusion of Refm.'d
and the official system in
giving a value of 214 to an
, A K Q holding.

It would necessarily follow
from this conclusion that AQJ
is worth 2 and not merely‘
134 or 114+, An A Q is, of
course, given a value of 115
by practically all the writers
except Barton, the gueen
cecuring the second trick if
the king is on the right and
failing to secure such a trick
if the king is on the left. In
either case, the supporting

supreme advantage of imply: .
ing early rounds control.

The quick tricks table given
by Culbertson is a good
enough valnation to serve as |
a basis of departure. But
some modifications are neces-
sary to render the valuation
even more accurate and more
natural, The first essential
modification is that A K Q@
should be valued as 214 tricks
and not merely as 2oras 2+.

of a suit may not always
secure a defemsive trick. But
it does secure a trick in about

S07, of the cases. That i3 jack would win the third trick,
exactly why K @ J or A J IQ i€ it ie not ruffed and is, there-
are generally valued at 12 i‘ora, ontitled to 3 trick in

tricks. I fail to see why the
third-round card in K Q J or
A J 10 should have a greater
value than tha third-round
card in A K Q. A question
of re-asgessment of quick-
tricks vajues on account of
any great length is entireiy¥
different and would apply with ‘ _ : .
oqual force to combi:;)ti!:ms of vative sida, his \'flluation gt
KQJ and A J 10. Culbert 1 trick to K x in I;me suit
son himself has approximated and a Q x in another Serrs
to this view in recent times on the ’hberal side. ‘ u.+cl
by giving a revised value of a valuation would practlca!hy
2+ and not merely 2to A KQ degenerate to the level of .t )
holding, though most of the « ~valuation of the numerical

writers, who have copied him, counters. In actual .p_la?, L
are still stranded with the have always found this valu-

valuation of 2. But this re- ation unsatisfactory and
vised valuation is still inade dangerous. To give the

this holding. Here again,
Culbertson himself has now
in recent times given a revised
valuation of 134+ to this
holding.

If the values given by Cul-
bertson for the aforesaid
holdinzs err on the conser-
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natural valuation of 14 trick
to K x in one suit and ¥4
value to Q x in another suit
is not merely safer but more
accurate.

With these modifications,
therefore, my guick trick table
would be as follows ;:—

AKQ 2%
AKI]T 2i3
AK 2
AQT)

K

g7l
AJw)
£9,8

K Q I
KJio

K )] .
Q}xj %
K )
?f0x§ FL value
Tgx

It 13 eniirely unnecessary
and whelly seperfluons to
further divide the guick tricks
as has been done in most of
the club systems. The valua-
tion generally adopted in thess
gystems is to give * quick-
tricks ” value or * primary
tricks ' wvalue to aces and
kings or to a combination of
a queen with an ace or a king
and to relegate all other com-
binations of henour cards to
the position of secondary
tricks. It corhplicates the
valuation considerably. It
sacrifices simplicity without
appreciably adding to accuracy.
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It not merely complicates
the valuation but it further
complicates the calling, which
has to disclose the * quick
trick " or the primary trick
value of the hand and then
the secondary trick value of
the hand, apart from the
playing trick value of the
hand. It is bad enough to
have to separately compute
the quick trick value and the
playing trick value of one's
hand, particularly when the
playing trick value would
differ when you yourself are
the declarer and the partner
is the declarer. Why split up
the quick trick value again
to add still another basis of
valuation ?

Too much logic would he
wasted in attempting to achi-
eve any mathematically accu-
rate valuation. In the nature
of things, any such mathema-
tical accuracy is impossible,
Robert 8. Budger, of New
York, has written on such an
attempt in the *“ Birth and
Death of a quick trick system”
in the April 1940 issue of the
Bridge World. After arriving
at fractional figures like
5/18ths, 7/18ths and 5/26ths
even at an early stage, he
has naturally* given up the
idea seeing that he is 26 years
old now and would ‘‘some
day want to spend some time
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doing something else than
computing quick trick values.’

The strength of a hand i8
not merely confined to high
card strength or
tricks, It depends as much on
the distributional strength or
the playing tricks including
mostly low-card tricks. I am
afraid that there is no adequate
recognition of the distributiona!
strength of a hand at most
Bridge tables at present. The
calling in Auction was mainly.
if not exclusively, based on the
distributional strength or the
number of playing tricks in
the hand. With the necessity
for more precise information
as regards the defensive
strength of the hand being
conveyed to the partner after
the imtroduction of Contract,
considerable emphasis was
naturaily placed on quick trick
strength. Whenever a player
called or responded, the usual
question shot at him by his
partner, when the progress of
the game was not to his liking,
was the number of quick tricks
that he held. All post-mortem
recriminations generally
centred around the number of
guick tricks that was held or
not held. The unfortunate re-
sult has been that the average
player has gone to the other
extreme of not paying suffici-
ent attention, and much less

the quick .

L

-

4UGUST 1840

appreciation, to the playing
strength of a hand. The pen-
dulum hasswung the otherway,

The natural strength of a
hand is its playing strength or
the number of tricks that can
be secured by a player on a
call made by him. This piay-
ing etrength can be easily
agsessed. Common s2nse is
the Dbest guide in such an
assessment, which should be
done naturally without any
tinge of artificiaiity. When
vou hold A K QJ, vou do not
nezd anybody to tell you that
you can win all the 4 tricks
on your call. When you hoid
K QJxxx in a suit. you
immediately know that you
fwould be in a position to
secure 5 full tricks, the out-
standing 7 cards in the re-
maining 3 hands being drawn
out on the first three rounds.
Again, when you hold A Kxx,
vou know definitely that the
third card is a loser and there
is a 507 ¢hance of your mak-
ing the 4th low card. When
vou have a singleton and 4
trumps in vour partnec’s suit,
vou realise at once that, when
supporting vour partner, ¥ou
will give him 2 ruffing tricks.

The playving trirks are com-
posed of (1) high card strength
and (2) low card strength. The
low card strength again is
composed of {2} long suit
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strength and () short suit
strength.

In assessing high card
strength, the full natural value
of the honour cards should be
given, For example, an AKQ
would be valued at 3 and not
merely as 214, KQJ 10 would
be valued as 3 and not merely
as 115, KQJ would be valued
as 2 and not merely as 118,
AQJ would be valued as 214
and not moerely as 2. QJ 10
should be valued as 1 and not
merely as 14,

Inassessing jong suit
strength, you atlow 14 trick for
the 4th card and 1 trick for
every subsequent card, subject,
of course, to your not having
already valued the 4th or 5th
card as an honour card. But
the vaiue of the 4th card should
be increased to 1 full trick
whenever you hold 6 or more
cards in the suit,

Tt is, in my view, entirely
unnecessary to adopt different
playving trick values to a trump
suit or a side suit respectively.
But it is important to remem-
ber that the playing value of
a side suit depends entirely
upon the strength and the
length of the tramp suit, or
in the alternative, upon any
great quick trick strength. If
vour trump strength is poor
and your quick trick strength is
not great, you cannot expect
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to establish a side suit or secure
any low card tricks therein.

Closely allied to the long
suit tricks are the short suit
tricks available to a player
supporting his partner. These
are otherwise known as ruffing
tricks. These ruffing tricks
are naturaily not counted by
a declarer himself since he has
already valued his quick-trick
strength and his playing
strength, including tha low
card trumps, These ruffing
tricks are, therefore, only avail-
able to the partner of a
declarer, = the declarer, of
course, meaning the player who
has firet called a particular
suit. The valuation depends
not merely on the presence of
short suits but also on the
presence of a sufficiently large
number of trumps. The ruffing
tricks may well be valued as
follows :—

With 4 or With 3 of

maore of partner’s partner’s
suit. suit,

A void 214 tricks 2 tricks
A singleton 2 " 1 trick
A doubleton 1 " o,
It need hardly be stated that
you cannot count the ruffing
value for more than one short
auit uniess you have a suffici-
ently large number of trumps.
‘With an average holding of 3
or 4 trumps, you c¢an count
the ruffing values for only one
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of 2 short suits—the shorter
of the two. I have deliberately
assessed the ruffing tricks for
a void suit when 4 trumps &re
held at 214 since the calling
would, in most of these cases,
result in the trumps being led.
That apart, a certain limit is
necessary in assessing ruffing
trick strength so as to avoid
the danger of duplicated values.

The valuations given above
as regards both quick tricks
and playing tricks are merely
the initials valuations, when
no information as regards the
holding of the other hands at
the tabie is available to you.
These valuations would have
to be revised, and revised con-
siderably at times, in the light’
of the information disclosed to
you as the calling progresses.
For exampls, an AQ valued at
146 quick tricks and Kx vatued
at 14 quick trick would in-
crease in value if the suit is
called by the partner or the
opponent on the right and dec-
rease in value if it is called
by the opponent on the left.
You should naturally value
your quick trick cards liberally
when your partner shows great
quick trick strength and value
them atringently when the
opponents, and particularly the
opponent on yvour left, do so.
When your partner supporis
your 5 card suit strongly,
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your playing value therein in-
creases but your quick trick
value therein decreases. A 5
card side suit in your hand
would again yield no low card
tricks if it is called by one of
the opponents and particularly
the one on vour teft. When
both opponents are strongly
caliing one particular suit, it
would again be meaningless
to place a high ruffing value
on your siugleton in that auit
since your partner himself has
probably only a singleton or,
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at the worst, a doubleton. A
standard of valuation is given
merely as a guide and not as
an inflexible rule of law. A

striet or rigid adherence to
any particular table of valua-
tion, even in the face of
material information, impiied
in the calling, of the position
of various high and low cards,
would be both stupid and
dangerous. Common sense, if
not card sense, is particularly
necessary in the revision of
values at every stage.

"BRIDGE MURDER

{Contd. from page 1z}

After some futile bidding,
including the reiteration of
hearts by West every time,
+East became declarer at a
three no-trump contract, pro-
hably because he did not wish
to lase his honours points for
4 Aces. [ led D 3. My part-
ner's Queen knocked out de-
clarer's Ace. H A and then
H 4 was led. After some
thought, the H J was played
from dummy. Northwon with
H . What the declarer's
thoughts were. when he made
thiy play. still remajns a mys~
tery to me. With no other
entry to dummy and with 8
cards in hearta and a neces-
sary lead from dummy in
clubs, it is pretty obvious that
H K should have been plaved.

" Then he couid have made 13

tricks. As it was, my part-
ner led a spade. I won with
8 Q and led back S K which
declarer won. After long

thought, he played C 5. He
did not have a look-in so far
as the remaining tricks were
concerned. My partner roeled
off his master spades and I
won the rest with diamends.
Result: 6 down. The declarer’s
partner was cold and furioua,
But his words were few and
to the point. ‘Thank God,
You managed to let only one of
yout Aces go to sleep " he said.

From the foregoing, it will
he seen that this article is
copcerned with those simple
mistakes by which an unthink-
ing or too hasty declarer
murders many a beautiful hand,
when a little more careful
study would have produced
surprisingly fine results. If
any player seriousliy tries to
avoid these common errors,
he can easily become that kind
of bridge player so eagerly
sought for and so rare to
meet, ' The Safe Player’.



FROM THE EDITORIAL CHAIR

IT 15 over 12 years since the game of Contract Bridge
was first played in the American Continent. It is

over 19 years since the game caught the imagination of
that Continent and wormed its way into the more ancient
Europ.ean Continent. It is over 8 years since it found its
way into th.e European Clubs in our country. It is over
4 years since it has gained its glorious sway over
practically all the Indian Clubs. It is now universally

recognised as the most popular indoor game throughout
the whole world.

And yet the ignorance of the laws of the game is
colossal. The average player and his wife are quite happy
to confess that they do not know the rules, They are
content to play the game, day in and day out, for years
together without even a working knowledge of the funda-
mental rules. Even the more competent players have a
sneaking contempt for the laws that govern the game.
They are satisfied with knowing how to enter the score.
with an occasional reference to the scoring card. The
vociferous omnipotents, therefore, find an easy kingdom to
rule. It is an agony sometimes to have to listen to their
p‘uerile interpretations of the laws, laid down with a solentn
air of judicial gravity. In the land of the blind, the one-
eyed is king,

. The root of this ignorance lies in a vicious misconcep-
tion that the laws are only made for the expert. It is even
a greater misconception that to ‘call’ a revoke, a lead out
of turn, or some other irregularity, is not sportsmanlike.

If we play a game, let us play it well. The laws
are intended to define the correct procedure in u social
game. They provide an adequate remedy in all cases
W.here a player accidentally, carelessly or inadvertently
l:llsturbs the proper course of the game or gains an un-
Intentional, but nevertheless an unfair, advantage. They

o
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do not provide, and they do not pretend te provide, against
any dishonourable practices or any intentional misconduct,
including suggestive remarks. They merely provide for a
game being played smoothly in harmonious fellowship
without any one bsing enabled to take an unfair advan-

4 tage of his own mistakes or errors.

More heart-burnings are caused by laxity in the
application of rules than by 2 strict interpretation thereof.
We know where we stand when the rules are enforced.
We can't play without any rules at all, either. What is
generally done is to enforce some rules and not others.
But dicputes would naturally arise as to where the line is
to be drawn. It is when the laws are not strictly enforced
that feelings of fine fellowship are badly frayed.

The laws of the game are not vindictive. One does
not commit an error in life and expect to get away with
it with an advantage, to the prejudice of the wronged

#00¢. Why should a wrong not be righted? Why should
an error not be rectified? It is unsportsman-like- to refuse
reparation for the violation of the rights of another. It
is not unsportsman-like to demand one's rights. It is
unethical to deny a remedy for a Wrong. It is not un-
ethical to ask that a wrong be righted. It is unfair to
refuse to regularize an irregularity. It is not unfair to
have an irregularity regularized.

The game is certainly worth a small amount of time
and study, Even constant and casual references to the
laws, as and when any mistakes or errors arise, would
soon give you a working knowledge of the rules, Once
you have acquired @ working knowledge, it is only a
small step forward to read through and study the laws

i You owe that daty to your partner
You owe that duty to the

Im an hour or two.
and to the opponents alike.
game we love.



THE LIBRA SYSTEM

By T. Essex
{Contd. from the last issuc)

Opening bid by hands 2,3 4,
when the Elder hands
have passed

‘_ E have previously implied
that second in hand bids
exactly like the dealer
when the latter has not made
a bid. In faect he may bid,
under existing systems, on
somewhat shaded strength,
precisely because the dealer
has, presumably, disclosed less
than his normal holding of
honour strength, unless, of
course, he is making a 'trap’
or “waiting ' pass, which very
raraly is effective in achieving
its purpose, Sometimes, even
the dealer shades his strength
on unbalanced hands if the
distribution is out of the
« ordinary. In our system, I
stick to  precise honour
strength all through the first
round. This savoids the need
to overcall on less strength
than is needed for an original
opening bid. Bidding, even
as an overcall, with less than
244 honour tricks, had better
be deferred to the second and
later rounds of the auction.
In the Culbertson and some
-other systems, a bid of one,

or an overcall of one over
one, may show a bewildering
range of honour values; so
may a forcing bid of twe.
All this is very wvague and
unsatisfactory and many a
time leads to the psartnership
ending up in an unmakeable
contract punished by oppo-
nents, or to the opponents
doubling and giving the
declarer overtricks as the
case may be. I consider that
all bids in the first round
should be precise, and should”
show the defensive strength
within very narrow limits.

When two hands have
passed, the third may open

. the biddipg just as if he was

the dealer; 80 may fourth
in hand, when the previous
three have passed the bid, I
do not believe in the dictum
that third hand shouid have
additional strength for opening
the auction to the first or
second and the fourth still
more when their elder hands
have passed; nor do I agree
on a ‘light' hid by third
hand as a lead director, in
anticipation of the fourth
hand bidding no trumps.
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This line of action dces more
often harm than good.

Responses to bids opened by
» Balanced Hand

Let us now deal with the
<cases of Tesponses to the
opening bid. Before analysing

- the cases and taking them up
in systematic rotation, I pro-
Dose to deal with one or two
simple cases from which the
Principles applicable to all of
them may be clearly grasped.

First let us consider the
situation where dealer has
opened the bidding and second
hand has passed. A case
similar to this is where
second hand has opened the
fuction, dealer and third hand
have made no bids, and fourth
in hand has to respond to his
partner, No. 2. Where third
or fourth hand is the opening
bidder, the responses are to

be made by first and second -

hands, respectively; but these
are in the second round of
the auction. Here, we confine
onrgelves to the first round.

The responses of third hand
to dealer, or of the fourth to

the second hand, are based on
logic. It is an obvious deduc-

_tion that, as a grand slam is

Possible if the combined
holding of a pair of partners
is all the 8ls or so honour
tricks, a little slam should

be in sight if partners together
hold about 7 honour tricks.
A game, i.e, four of a major
suit and five of a minor, or
three  no-trumps, requires
ardinarity, an honour strength
of six tricks. Five honour
tricks in parinership hands
indicates, similarly only a
partial score at the Jevel of
three odd, and very rarely a
game; while four honour
tricks _ are sometimes in-
sufficient even for a partial
score at the two level. The
responses to the opening bid
are based on these estimates
of probabilities. It should
here be recollected that. in
the first round, the responder
also shows at ome and the
same time both his honour
strength and the nature of
his distribution, In the light
of the above principles, let
us take up in order the cases
in the table of opening bids.
Supposing the opener starts
with a bid of one ciub. This
implies a holding of 214
honour tricks and Dbalanced
distribution. The opener's
partner has two courses open
to him, viz,, (1) a pass; (2)
a higher bid. This higher
bid should be in clubs,
diamonds or no trumps tf his
hand is also balanced, and in
hearts or spades, should it be
of the opposite distribution.
[f he holds Jess than one
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honour trick, he must pass,
if the nature of his distribu-
tion is even and bid one heart,
if it is uneven. Should he
hoid one honour trick and if
his hand is evenly divided,
he should bid one diamond ;
with unevenly divided suits,
he should bid one spade. It
will be noted that the total
trick holding is only 3% and
hence, naturally, the bidding
is kept at the omne level.
Thirdly, if he has an honour
strength of 114 ‘tricks, the
logical response is one mno
trump, if his distribution is
balanced, and 2 hearts if it
ie  otherwise, The honour
level is, in these cases, 214
pius 1Y, or four, and the

contract level is still not over
two.

If the responder has 214
defensive tricks, the next
higher bid is indicated, viz.,
2 clubs with an even hand
and 2 spades with an uneven
one, This takes the contract
to the two level, safe enough
when the total number of
quick tricks is five. Though
game is not probable, these
responses should, nevertheless,
be made. A partial score is
highly probable: on the other
side, should the opponents
venture into a higher contract,
a profitable double is on the
horizon, as they hold only
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about 3%% quick tricks against
the 5 disclosed by the opener
and his partiner,

With 314 honour tricks in
support, the responder may
venture on the next higher
bid, that is, 2 diamonds with
even division of suits and 3
hearts with their uneven
division. With a fortunate
holding of 416 honour tricks
by the partner of the opener,
he may safely plunge inte 3
diamonds with balanced distri-
bution and into 3 spades with
an unbalanced one. Lastly,
with 54 honour tricks, or
practically the whole balance
of honour tricks around the
table in his hand, the respon-
der should bid 4 clubs if hiw
hand is evenly divided and 4
hearts if it is divided un-
equally.

It may be noted, en passant,
that though 1 no trump and
two clubs have the same
score value, the latter bid
ranks higher as it takes the
contract to the two level.
Even more so. a bid of 3
clubs, though lower in score
value than 2 no trumps still
ranks higher in the scale as
the contract has to be at the
three level.

It may further be noted
that, shouid the combined
honour strength disclosed be
5 » game is in the offing:

A"
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should it reach 7, a little
slam is on the cards; and
should it attain the 8 level, a
Rrand siam is highly probable.

Let us next take up the

_%cage where the opener, (dealer

or second hand) bids one
diamond and opener’s partner,
third hand or fourth, as the
case may be, has to respond.
The opening bid shows, as
per table, a holding of 3';4
honour tricks and the s.ults
evenly divided. The various
Yesponses are in analogy with
the previous case, where one
club was opened. With less
than half, the responder- of
course passes, if his distribu-
tion is even, as a combined
onour holding of 4 honqur
tricks is necessary for a raise
to 1 no trump. With uneven
distribution, a response of one
sSpade is permissible, just t_o
show the nature of the distri-
bution.  Holding 4 or 1
honour trick, the response 18
1 no trump witha balanced
hand and 2 hearts with an
unbalanced one. With 113
honour tricks in support, the
Tesponse is a raise to 2 c!uhs
with the snits even!y di\:1ded
and a raise to 2 spades if the

. division is lopsided. It will

be noted that the saf.ety
principle is borne in mind.
The combined honour level
is 5 and the contract ievel
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is 2. With 214 supporting
honour tricks the raise is to
2 diamonds with balanced
distribution and to 3. he:_a.rts
with unbalanced distribution.
En passant, I use the 'term
‘raise’ to show a 'hxgh?r
contract, not nacessanly' 1-11
the same suit as is the signi-
ficance in other system's.
The total honour strength is
now 6, indicating & p{oba.ble
game in some denomination
to- be determined by la.ter
rounds of the auction. ’Wxth
an honour strength of 318, t.he
response i9 3 djamonda with
even division of suits‘ a-.n‘d 3
spades with umneven dl_vlsmn.
The total honour level is now
7. showing a small slam in
the offing. With an unu.auak
strength of 4}1¢ quick tricks,
thus accounting for practically
all the honour tricks in the
guits, the responder sho}ﬂd
bid 4 clubs if the distribution
be balanced and 4 hearts
should it be unbalanced. This
shows the expectancy to he a
grand slam.

The next case is where the
opener, first or second in hand,
starts the ball rolling with a
Lid of 1 no-trump, disclosing,
as per table, an honour holding
of 4 tricks with distribution
of the balanced variety, If
the partner holds less than
an honour trick, he should
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Dealer—South
N-8.—Vulnarable

South opened the bidding with
one no trump, West passed
and North bid 3 no trumps. Tt
was doubled by West and
tedoubled by North. Woest
opened the king of hearts,
on which his partner East
played 7 and declarer
played the small, West was
suspicious of the play of the
7 by his partner, thinking
that perhaps he was short in
hearta and that the 7 had
dropped, not being any sort

of 2,700 points in the score for
instead of losing 400 points,
the declarer received 1,200 for
three overtricks, 400 below
the line and 700 for rubber.

There waa naturally & post
mortem after the play and.

some of the spectators atiri-
buted the result to the declar-
or's luck, West said that he
thought the declarer might
have at léast a jack of hearts
in his hand and wanted a
lead by East through the
declarer to score his hearts,

We welcome our new con-

£

NEWS AND NOTES

Hot Weather Tournament at Ooty

An enjoyable season tournament in Contract Bridge was held in the:

. . five
Lawley Institute, Ootacamund, in May 1940. There were only

entries for the team-of-four event, but there were eleven for the open
pairs. No progressive tournament was held.

Among the competitors was one of out V’icetPreside:\ts, Dr. Sk.ubb.l:::.-
Toyan, while our President, Sir K. V. Reddy Sandu. was a :ee; 10; Om:
The organisation of the tournament was chiefly in the han s' .
Genzral S:cretary, Mr K. R Sundaram, to whom valuable assnstfar:he
Was rendered bv- Mr, T. M. Avvadurai, Secretary and Trustee o e

Lawley Institute.

of a signal. He could not
visualise that South might
have called a no trump, though
short in hearts. He, therefore,
after some hesitation led a
club, and the declarer pro-

tributor from Bombay,

We are rather inclined to
think that South had the [uck
of the——, well, You knops
what we mean, In the second
hand, South's atrocious open-

The duplicate event was won by Capt. Thangavelu's S:Par?ll;d:l}i‘rel
Other members of which were Messrs. K. R. sundaral?rl. > u‘:}l The
(Engineer, Brother of Mr. Khaiifullah), and T. S. Km;imalmﬁ:stitute-
#nish was exciting. Capt. Thangavelu's team beatt the aul;es ocate
team led by Dr. Subramaniam, by a bare m_ points on t ehagghegthe\
8COre or by a short head, as they say in racing pavlance. thoug

ceeded to score 12 tricks, three
overtricks redoubled, while he
should have been in ordinary
play one down. This was no
doubt partly the fault of West,
who could have continued at
least another heart before
changing the suit so that he
could test whether East's
play was a ‘come-on’ signal
or not. This alight mistake,
however, meant a difference

Wasn't it an interesting
night ¢ or was it a few nights

ing of I. N. T. with only 314
H. T, a useless doubleton, and
two biddable minor suits ;
his partner's double raise with
a worthless singleton; but his
partner’'s eubsequent redouble,
and the final winding-up in
the wrong contract when 4 S.
is “cold” and 6 8. possible—
all deserved a swift vengeance.
Yes, we think Soutnh wers
lucky,—Ed.

deal that you -piayed ]asf

back ? w

Write all about the deal, who were at the table, how

it was bid and played and how
played, to the Business Editor, City Club, Fort, Trichino

it should have been bid and
poly.

Tunners-up won 1253 match points 1o the [124 of the winners,

The pairs event was annexed by Messrs. MalkondahRediji“ﬁar:::
Dasaratharama Reddy, two keen players from N:tlore. L':j t er:i:er -
of this also there was a close finish. Dr. Subbaroyan and pa

\ . ishnamurti.
blaying K. R. Sundaram and T. S. Kris
leading by 2 bare 20 points in the 32znd and last deal and reached a

Contract of two spades.

The latter were

Had Dr. Subbaroyan left this bid in, the

declarer would have been one down and the doctor would have won b":
30 points. But he made a bid and purchased the contract at 2 no—trump‘
but was unfortunately one set, undoubled, giving Sundaram and partaec

the victory by 7o points.

The last deal was exciting in the finals also.

¥

Messrs, Malkonda and

dsaratharama were leading by 370 points. This was the margin of
difference even as early as the 24th deal and the Nelloreans had a game
and partial scote to boot. Little by little Sundara_m and partner fought
back and took a game but still the difference in points was not made up.
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as they went down again. In the last deal, Sundaram purchased the
contract at 1wo no-tromps with a partial game score of 30 to his credit on
the board. There was no other contract possible, He just made his
contract, but this gave him only ;o plus 500 for the rubber, and the
Nelloreans ran home by 20 points. Our Secretary took the opportunity

to enrol more members for the S, 1. B. A. Altogether, though the .
<eniries were not wmany, it was a thoroughly enjoyable and interesting

{ournament.
A Devakoita Punction

The members of the Devakotta United Club got up a delightiul party
to bid farewell to their President, Mr. M. S. Sivaraman, 1.C.5. on the eve of
his transfer to Tanjore as Additional District Magistrate, One important
item in the programme was a Team-of-Four Duplicate Bridge coatest,
Among prominent visitors were Mr. M. P. Pai, 1.c.s,, Dr. N. Halasyam
and Messrs. G. Balakrishnier and G. V. Natarajan of Sivaganga. The
visiting quartette formed a team for the Bridge contest. 16 hands were
played at five tables simultaneously and the level of the game at almost
all the tables was of a fairly high order. There were iust a few interesting
-deals. Playing against Mr. Pai and his partner were two local veterans,
who always boast that whatever else might be said of their game, they
‘would never miss a slam if there was one. This latter pair were respone”
sible for not bidding two ice-cold slams but made up for this lack of
enterprise by bidding and making a slam where was there none. The
‘opponents were so paralysed by the terrific bidding that thev bungled
‘badly. On the whole, the function was a success in all departments.
The winners were Messrs, T. Sundararajan, M. R. Sivaramakrishnan
and M. D. Parthasarathy and Dr. M. G. Subramaniam of Devakotta
and the runners-up were Mr, M. P. Pai and his Sivaganga team. The
‘winners were presented with handsome sleeve-links by the retiring
president.  The inclusion of a Bridge contest on every special occasion
by the Devakotta club is a good example for other clubs to follow.

The Coimbatore Cosmopolitan Qlub Tournaments
‘'The open pairs’ Contract Tournament

The .tournaments conducted by the Coimbatore Cosmopolitan Club
-during the last summer included also open pairs’ contests both in
-Contract and in Auction Bridge. 25 pairs had entered for the contest
in Contract. Some interseting matches were played. Messrs. M. A, San-
kara Iyer and C. S. Krishnasami belonging to the Coimbatore Agricultural
“College were the winners and Messrs, G. K. Chidambaram and P.S.

. 3 unners-
Permanent presentation cups given to the winners and ther
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Narayanasami, also of the Agricultural College’ were the runners-t;;:;
The winners were presented with handsome rolling silver cups, r:pnd
from the permanent presentation cups awarded to both the winners a

the runners up.

Open Pairs Tournament in Auction Bridge:

t Auction Bridge dies hard. As many as 26 pai.rs. or even 1 lc:;rg;f
Number than those that h d entered for the contest in Contract, ha .e
tered for the Auction Bridge Tournament. Messrs. N. .Balasubraﬁamiri
Mudaliar and A. Shanmugasuadaram Pillai of the Coimbatore 1;)5!;1 g
politan Club were the winners and Mr. H. B. Sethaa and Dr. S. ‘T:xe
kaatan, alsg of the Cosmopolitan Club, were the rupners-up.

. - - he
i i i s silver cups, besides ¢
winners in this event were awarded rolling X s

The last Olympic at Coimbatore

re Games

\ < the Coimbato
Thanks to the special arrangements made by Air Mail,

Captain, Mr. V. Srinivasa lyar to get the Oly@pic dealstlt)x)c;u sh it fell
the last Olympic contest was duly held in ColmbatOIe-. thifintél’eSf'
through at Trichinopoly. 16 pairs altogether had partakefl in ul‘d appear
#g event. The results have not been announced. Buthlttwfhat Mes;rs.
o a study of the results, compared W:;hr;:: I:::sosf' :kfe’Cosmo‘po]itan
V. Srinivasa Iver and A. R. Kalyanasunda Y

Club get the h-ighest number of pars for the CmmhatoreMCES“t;a?l‘::sa“ﬁ
the North-South pairs, viz., 5 out of § pars‘and Messts. M. .1! fovors
and T. S. Ramasubramanian of the Agncultural Cr;ll;ge :1 ;gc.mmrai
M. A. Sankara Iyar and C.S. Krishnasami Iyer, also of the AR

the East-Wesl pairs,
Colle e i ¢ the first place among _
i s ot We hope that these Olympic contests,

4 2 M - S, -
€ach securing 5 out of § pars time next vear ina

Whi 1 i would be arranged for in it ve
m}:f: ;:‘;::‘;T}":;‘:::L‘;’;mrﬁ and particularly in Madras, Trichinopoly
and Madura as well.

The Christmas 1940 Carnival .

The 'i'uumamcnt Committee have set about'arrang_mg for.the
Carnival in Contract Bridge during the ensuing Christimas in g;ood un‘\e.
JThere will be 4 events, viz, (1} a team-of-four duFilcate {or
the “Sir T. Sadasivier Challenge Cup”, (2) an Open P:_lllrs Togma—
Ment for the “ Burke-Johnson Shield ", (3} a Pairs Pl‘Ogressn-'Ae duplicate
and (g) an Individual Championship with the usual trophics for the
Winners,
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We are confident that there will be a large number of zone centres
this year. The preliminary rounds were only played in 4 centres last
year, viz., Ttichinopoly, Cotmbatore, Madras and Madura, since in the
short time that the Committee had, it was not possible to arrange
for other zone centres. It should, however, be possible to have the

preliminary rounds played in places like Rajamundry, Bangalore,
Secunderabad and Bellary also this year. It is hardly necessary to state

that the contest would be all the keener for a larger number of centres
and consequently a larger number of teams taking part in the various
tournaments. Cur members can help us to. a considerable extent in
arranging for these other centres and ensuring that adequate support is
received from these centres as well.

So far as the flnal rounds are concerned, we only need say
that the venue for the final rounds should, on the principle
on which the Davis Cup and other similar contests are fought,
be fixed at Trichinopoly, since the Arcot House team had won the
chief event, even apart from Mr. V. Subramaniam of Yrichinopoly
having won the Individual Championship and Mr. Y. Doriaswami Ayyar
and Mr. V., Subramaniam of Trichinopoly having won the North-South
Cup in the Pairs Progressive Tournament. That apart, Coimbatore has a
tegitimate claim for the summer holidays and Mudras has now stakéd
a claim for the Easter holidays. Wherever the zone centres may be
located and wherever the final rounds may be played, we are, however,
confident that this year’s Championship tournaments will be even a
greater success than the carnival last year.

Doubling and Re-doubling

We are afraid that one of our comments in our colleague, Dr. M.
Karamchand Wade’s article on ‘ Doubling and Re-doubling’ in the last
issue has been mmisunderstood by some of the readers. We had observed
that the double of 1 diamoad after the partner had opened with one club
was a tentative light double. That does not, however, make it any the
less a business double. We were merely concerned with drawing attention
$o the difference between a light double, which ¢an under certain circum-
stances be taken out and a tight double, which should not be taken out,
unless under exceptional circumstances. On the hand held by the opener,
in the instance given by Dr. Wade, with 2 cards in the doubled suit, a
balanced distribution and adequate honours, he should have left the
double in for penalties. -
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Association Notes

Procoedi of the Tournament Committee
of a:g;ng;ut?hr I:t:%:mu;m Association held on 21—T7—1940

in the Cosmopolitan Olub, Ooimbatore.

Present :(— .
Sri T. S. Krishnamurthy Iyer Avl. (President).
Sri K. Veaketaswamy Naidu Avl

Sti C. K. Seshadri Avl.
S:: V. Srinivasa lyer, (Secretary).

EE:"?I:—:F:!;: Association should conduct only Touma“;e“tsc:‘f’h:i};
arte on a Presidency or All India Basis opex to all thehmelig ei:;sdeSiwd
Association ; and that local or District Tournaments s"a?ilén’ (inc].uding'
be conductei by individual members of the Assocl o et
recognized Clubs) belonging to the particular locality ?r_ B ious
the Tournament is sought to be conducted, at'ter‘ otintamm: e e
sanction of the Executive Council of t-he Assoczaulcfn :it:m 2? vy
the requisite capitation fees. In this view, the applica o O e to
Duraiswami seeking tv conduct 2 purely local '1:0““(‘:“ T for favour
the city of Madras is recommended to the Executive Coun
of sanction. ‘ '

2. That a Rules Committee consisting of Sri T. i K};‘T‘?‘f‘;‘:‘iﬁ
Tyer and Sri V. Srinivasa Iyer be formed to prepare tné '-‘::ma-l e
Association Tournaments after studying the uptodate internatios

e be conducted
i residency Tournaments be
3. ‘That the following open P e aristmas T o)

by the Association during the ensu 2 _
Providing for preliminary rounds tc¢ be played at vanouMsaéZrc::e centres to
be fned heratier and the fina) £o00% . play;(:l ar:‘lpionshi[.) with Sir
. a _
W CO‘F“Sa:éag\lrl; ‘I‘x;‘es g;:lt?enzi; o:I:lo;;l;or the “{inners. .
{ii) Ope.n Rubber Bridge Pairs Championship with Burke-Johuson
Shield for the winners. _

(ii) Pairs Progressive Championsh!l)- )

(iv) Individual Progressive Championship. .
be authorised to annaunce and advertise the

Toupa 2 the Secretary jew 10 getting a large number

. . " H v
tournaments sufficiently in advance witha
of Zone centres.

{8d.) C. K. Seshadri. .
(Sd.) K. Venketaswamy Naidu.

3} T. S. Krishnamurthy Iver,
(54 President.

(Sd.) V. Srinivasa Iyer.
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Proceedings of the Meeting of the Editorial Committee
at the Oity Club, Fort, Trichinopoly on Tuesday
the 23rd May 1040 at 6-30 P. M.

The following members were present :—
I. Mr A. M. R. David (in the chair}.
2. Dr. R. A. Johuson.

3. Mr. S, Surivanarayanan.
4. Mr. P. W. David.

2. Pursuant to the decision of the Executive Council locating the
Editorial Office at Trichinopoly, it was resolved

(i) To have the Editorial Office either in the City Club or, if no

arrangement was possible with the City Club authorities,
in the Union Club;

(ii} That Mr. S. Suriyanarayanan might declare himself as
Publisher of the Journal on behalt of the South Indian
Bridge Association.

3. Tt was then unanimously decided that the forms that were
circularised by the Chairman on or about 17-1-1940 be printed with the
necessary modifications consequent on the amalgamation with tige
South Indian Bridge Association aud on the new name of the Magazine.
It was further resolved that the additional forms for routine business as
also the necessary letter heads be also printed.

4. The advertisement rates that were circularised by the Chairman
on or about IR-2-1040 were also agreed to. .

5. It was further resolved in connection with the forms and the
advertisements that one prospective contributor of the Magazine and one
prospective advertiser in the magazine at least should be suggested to the
Business Editor for every quarter by cach member of the Editorial
Committee 50 as to enable him to write to them.

6. It was also unanimously resolved that the Business Editor is to
be in charge of the Executive Work in general. It was also resolved that
he should gather materials for each issue by the Ist of the month
preceding the month of the publica;ion {e-g., st April for the May
issue) and submit the same to the Chief Editor for the latter’s decision ag
regards the articles that are to be included in each issue. It was.'
incidentally decided that the Chief Editor was to decide on the despatch
of the different articles to the Chairman of the Committee or to any of
the Editors for the necessary revision.  Etc.  Etc.  Etc.

-

BOOK REVIEW

*« Mathematical Odds at Contract '’ by Eugene
Northrop and Arthur 8tein

(Williams and Norgate, London, 3/6)

I came across this book only the other day, though it was first pub-

* lished as early as 1934 I wish I had known it earlier, as I have benefited

vastly by its perusal. This is not a book on any system of bidding. The
authors deal solely with the playing aspect of the game. As they justly
remark in the Introduction, it is not uncommon now to see a partnership
reach an excellent contract through a series of brilliant bids and then ulti-
mately go down to defeat because the declarer failed in his handling of an
elementary situation. It is not however, the purpose of the book to
treat, in any detail, the general subject of the play of the cards; it is
rather offered as a supplement to the many excellent works now available
on this phase of the game. Though Bridge can be rightly said to bea
#ame of skill, we ait know that. in another sense, chance is the very key-
note of the game. Theauthors emphasize that Bridge is, therefore, a game
of skill plus chance.

The chief object of the work, then, is to deal with the chances or
probabilities of the frequency of various tvpes of distribution and how to
utilise the mathematical odds in the play of the hand. The authors claim
that a short study of their book would enable the reader to apply a know-
ledge of distributional averages Lo any situation he may encounter and so
to play wrth the odds and not agafnst them.  The authors warn the reader
that the odds should not be used by rule of thumb methods. Faith should
be placed in the odds when, and only when, we have no better information
at our command. Such information may be had from the bidding and
play of the partner and opponents.

The very nature of the game which dictates that two hands shall al-
ways remain. obscured to each player is such that a working knowledge of

the averages of distribution will prove of material assistance in almost
every deal. The expert player wili know the location of every important
card and the patterns of all four hands after the third lead. Such know-
ledge is the most difficult of all to acquire and unquestionably the most
valuable,
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It is no exaggeration when the authors say that go 7, of those who are
striving to improve their game are scarcely conscious of distribution as
they play. * Their thoughts regarding the two closed hands are generally
limited to the probable location of two or three outstanding high cards
and this is not the kind of thinking which will guide them very far along

the road to proficiency. Until one becomes acutely conscious of distri-

but:lon and develops a faculty for analysing one's problems on a distsi-
but.:onal basis, one will never master any of those more complicated plays
which pay the greatest dividends in satisfaction and points.”

‘ The authors emphasize that without minimising the importance of
honour tricks, probably the best thing one can do for the game's sake is
?o f‘orget them! Card sense in Bridge, far from being a mystical faculty,
is simply the ability to make a *“host of observations and inferences”
concerning the make-up of the unseen hands. The 39 patterns of hands
are given next and the frequency of their occurrence. It is pointed out
that the patterns iz themselves bave a definite value regardless of the
specific cards of which they may be composed. 1llustrations of hands are
then given, showing how the variation in pattern affects their playing
strength though the honour tricks in all the patterns are identical. Hence,

with some patterns the bidding should be aggressive, while with others ¥

should be defensive.

) How the trick-taking value of the patteras is determined is next ex-
plamed-. .Chapters are given as to the frequency of various distributions
of a suit m the other three hands when gne hand holds a certain number

of cards of the suit and4a the two concealed hands after the dummy is
down,

Using the odds in play is next treated of. ‘The sources of infor-
mation available to us in our attempt to see mentally the hands which
are invisible are then classified. These are, of course, the cards and
pattern of our own hand, the bidding, the original lead, the cards and
pattern of our own hand together with those of dummy, and, finally, the
cards that are played. The authors, in dealing with these, draw attention
to the desirability of paying attention to every card played, from the Ace
to the Deuce, and cultivating the habit of making right inferences. Illus-
trat.ive hands from actual play are given to show how to make use of the
various sources of information. These hands are very interesting and
instructive. The authors next deprecate bidding in a mechanical fashion
and rightly advocate that one should rely on one’s own intelligence in
bidding and thus be master of the system he playsiand not its slave.

=3
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A chapter is added on the application of the odds to the play of a
single suit. This is on the lines of the article on safety plays T wrote for
this journal some time back. But here the authors clearly point out that
a knowledge of distributional odds is the basis for the particulac line of
play suggested.

¥ This is altogether one of the best books on Bridge I have ever come
across, and I can unreservedly commend it to every one of my readers.
who wish to play the cards intelligently and improve their game at least
50°. \
T. ESBEX.
o« Beating the Culbertsons ™
OR N
« How the Austrians Won the World Contract Bridge
. - - ’
Champlomh:p in 1937.

(By Dr. Paul Stern, Vice-President of the Austrian Bridge League.)

HE publication will be welcomed by all lovers of duplicate Contra?t
TBridge. The criticism on the play of the deals at the two tables is

impartial. The Austrians afe not spared because they have won the
tournament. TFor example in Deal 23, the author remarks that the
Austrians were forced into a six club contract by a linguistic erro.r of
Shneider (North) and thanks to the favourable distribution, a slarzn entirely
undeserved was made by Austria! This deal alone gave a gain of 1270
Points to Austria, who \;'on the tournament by 4740 points in 96 deals,
players of average ability to note

It will be a consolation to bridge :
—have committed very

that the experts—American as well as Austrian _
Seticus mistakes in the tournament and that they are sometimes even
Nervous, Mr. Culbertson has missed a perfectly easy three no trump
contract in deal 22. The contract could be easily kept, after the opening
bliging nature of thz opponent who covered the

diamon:l lead, and the @ :
maiking nine tricks certain and Culbertson,

diamond ten with the kaave, ; .
our idol, bungled by forgetting how to count mune. The Awustrian playver
Frischauer (North) has missed a grand slam in deal 34 owing to his

osing canfideace in the slam zone.

The author tries to make out that the ‘ Vienna System’ with the two
New forcing opening bids of one no trump and one club, gives better
results than the *Culbertson svstem . This is a disputable statement.
The Austrian victory is due to the mistakes of the Culbertsons, even
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. when they were following their®*own system. °The Asking Bids' of
‘Culbertson is used by the Austrians to advantage, though the American
-experts seem to dislike it of late, without sufficient cause. In deal 47,
Mr. Culbertson has bid an unmakable grand slam contract leading to a
loss of 1050 points for the team; he could have learnt by the help of
** asking bids ' that the club second round control was missing. In ano®
ther case (deal §5) it is surprising to note that Mrs. Culbertson dropped
the bidding at 5 diamonds, thereby missing a slam though it is obvious
that that bid is an asking bid; this deal has given a gain of-1110 points
10 Austria.

Everyone who wants to become a good player at Duplicate Contract
should go through this book and study the causes that lead to success OT
-defeat in duplicate. It is important to note that luck also plays a part in
'd}lplicate. The luck factor comes into play when for instance, 2 team
bids a grand slam depending on a finesee, whereas caution demands that
-only a small slam should have been bid. This is demonstrated in deal 81,
‘where a successful Heart finesse luckily gave the Austriens the Grand
Slam.

S. SURYANARAYANA IYER.

i
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'SHARMAN

TODAY IN THE SPORTING WORLD

EVERY THING IN—

TENNIS CRICKET |
HOCKEY FOOTBALL ;
Etc. Etc.

ATHLETIC & GYMNASTIC APPARATUS |
A SPECIALITY,
b
SHARMAN & CQ., SPORTS SPECIALISTS.
MADRAS & COIMBATORE. ;

SOLUTION TO THE LAST BRIDGE
PROBLEM

Our joint editor Mr. 8. Buriya-
narayana Iver gave the follow-
#ng problem extracted from the
Bridge column of the Madras
Mail in page 38 of the last
issue published in May 1940.

“West warned against a
#eart lead by North's no-
trump wuvercall, open3s the
diamond queen. Can South
make his four Spade contract,
against the best defence? If
s0, how?” He had suggested
that the contract could not
be made against the best
defence and had further offered
a prize to the one who first
sent a demonstration to the
office showing how the con-
tract can be made.

The following gentlemen
have, in the order given below,
demonstrated to our 9satis-
Taction that the contract can
be made —

1. Mr. R. Balu, City Club,
Trichinopoly.

2. Mr. A. M. R. David,-
Distriet Munsif, Srivilliputtur,

3. Mr. 8. Rajam Ayyar,
Advocate, Tiruppur.

4. Dr. N. Halasyam, L. M.
& S., Sivaganga. '

5, Mr. M. Ramachandra
Rao, Advocate, Madras.

All of them have given
practically the same solution,
viz., that after daclarer takes
the opening lead of diamond
Queen with the Ace and
jaads Hearts Queen from the
dummy, a small diamond is
discarded from his own hand
and not a small club. When
Weat wins with Heart Ace
and naturally leads club 10,
dummy plays the Jack and
East is forced to cover with
the Queen before declarer
takes with the Ace. He then
plays the diamond King
dropping West's Jack, plays
two rounds of trumps and
throws West in with the
Club lead. After West takes
his two club tricks with the
King and 9, he is helpless.
He is forced to Jjead the
remaining top card in Heart
or a small Heart. In either
case, the declarer takes all
the remaining tricks and
makes his contract,

(Comtd, on Page 5./



HOW DO YOU BID AND PLAY

(For Answers sece Page 47.)

1. The bidding proceeds :—

(i) North South
LR 1<
1 NT 2
zZ NT H

South holds;
#Kg3 Q98743 Q102
SKQ
What should South bid now ?
(ii) Neither side is vulnera-

ble and the bidding proceeds :—
South West North East

14 27 no bid no bid
24 ns bid ?
North holds;

10,5 QK3 O Agl4z
Q732

What is his bid ?
(ii1) Both sides are vulnera-
ble and the bidding proceeds :—

South West Nqrth East
1 15 no bid no bid
F

South holds:

#AS T6 QAK72 S&AQ
18,43
In what order of merit would
you place the f{nllowing bids
by South?

(a} Double. (» Two diamonds,
(c} Three clubs,

(iv) Neither side vulnerable
again and the bidding is:—
South West North East

1 no bid ) 14

3

South hoids:

$ AB g2 Q6
& K764

O AQ9 1

What is the bid ?

II. Both aides are wvulnera-
ble and the bidding proceeds;
) South  West North  East

xx 19 no bid no bid

1 d 29 24 no bid

kY 3 no bid 4
The hands of North and South
are:—

Norih South
® A9 & KT8
8,64 K
& 7l6l5l3' ‘._\ A.]-
& A 02 4QJ7.5

The diamond King is led
and East plays the nine. How
should South plan the hawl
to make four spades ?

I1I. South opens the bidding

with *One spade”. You are
West and hold:

& AQiox. Txx o Klx
& xxx=x

{i) What high cards must
South hold to justify his bid »

and North
What is

(iil) You pass,
bids " Two Hearts .
the inference?

(iii) Your partner makes no
bid and South rebids hi=
spades. What does that show'%
IV. =In each of the follow-
ing cases you are defending
against a suit bid. In which
of these does the principle

,

“Cover san honour ‘wit-h an V. g g\,K, 5 3

honour’ apply and in which g 3,6.3

not ? 0108 -y 3 ]Nu .

Dummy v 904 w E 3 ; 10,
Cardled. Youhold. ) 4 3 19'6 s 4 ;ﬁ; 2-35

W Q Kxx AJxx 3 {jf" 4
) J Kxx AQx 8 7

&iii) J Kxx Alox K,85
fivy ] Qoex Axx Hearts are trumps., South
) J Kxx AQoxx leads and North-South have
~vi) 10 Jxx AQx to win seven of the nine tricks.

SOLUTION TO LAST PROBLEM—(Contd. from page 43}

None of the solvers have
-explained why they discard a
-diamond first and not a club,
as suggested in the solution
given in the ‘“Mail”. The
answer is oovious. They see
all the hands and find that
clubs break and diamonds do
not. But it is apparent that
the problem was not originally
intended to be a double
dammy problem. Otherwise,
there was no meaning in
giving the bidding as well.
Further, it was published in
the “ Mail” merely as a
problem and not as a double
dummy problem, which latter
heading ia generally given to
all double dummy problems.

If, as was originally intended,
the declarer was not enabled
to see ali the hands, his
correct play would have been
to discard c¢lubs, as was
suggested in the “Mail”
Solution, and the Contract
could have been defeated. As
the cards are, however, the
golutions sent in now show
that the contract can be made,
principally because our solvers
have been lucky to find the
club 9 with West and not
with East.

The vprize is awarded to
Mr. R. Balu since his solution
had reached us first, He is
requested to intimate to us the
book that he desires to have,

For want of space some remarxs and another solution by the Joint Editor
himselfl has been omitted. We will try to publish it in the next issue.

out. But, if partner has six
or more hearts, even though
he may not have a quick
trick in the hand, he may
pass the opening 2 hearts bid.
If opener has even a singleton
in hearts, there is no risk of
a bad set should the opponents
Temain silent, or even double.
If apener has a singleton or
void in hearts, he may bid a
strong suit if fourth hand has

" LIBRA SYSTEM—(Contd. from page 30)

bid and given him the oppor-
tunity to do so. In all other
cases, the forcing is persistent
until the proper contract is
reached, as determined by the
later bidding, taking into
account also the values to be
added in the final response
for unbalanced distribution in
one or bath hands and for
the privilege of playing the
two hands.—(To be conid.)



GURU REMEDIES

60 YEARS’ FAME AND NAME

Dr. A, MATHURAM Dr. EDWARD MATRURAM  Dr. NAORON MATHURAM
Sub Anst. Suraeon Diplcema 1930 11 Diploms 1935 10
Diploms 1900 51

Dr. 5. MATHURAM
Sub Asst. Surgeon
Diploma 1872 1

GURU TOOTH POWDER—The King of all Dentifrices.

As. 6 and As. 2.

GURU THYLAM—XKing of all Balms and Anjanams, As. 10.

GURU X. DROP8—King of all Remedies for Whooping Cough.
Re. 1—0—0.

GURU CHILDREN DIARRHOEA CURE—King of all medicines
for Children Diarrheea. As. 12

GURU TONIC forGG‘HILDRENmKing of all Tonics for Childreti.
Re. 1—4—0.

QURU MILEK SALT8-~A Great Boon for handfed Children. It
contains all the Vitamins and Tissue Salts of Human
mitk. T¢ comverts cow's miltk equal to human milk in all
ity virtues. As. 8.

HONEY DROPSB for EYE—Xing of all Remedies for Eye. except
Cataract. A Tonic for tired Eves. Ag. 5.

SIDDHA EAYAKALPA LEGYAM--The Great Rejuvenator. and
& Tonie for Lung, Heart, Stomach and Intestines, Nerves
and Blood. Rs. 2—0—0 for 40 doges.

GURU BATHING OIL--A famous Bathing Qil for all diseases
of Eyes, Ears, Nose, and Throat. It gives a Special
Teone to all the organs in the Head and a Cooling Tonic
for the Brain as well.

Ba¥ Special Discount for Large Buyers.
Dr. A. MATHURAM, Trichinopoly.
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of any kind. You have a

-~ good defence against one spade,

but it is not good encugh for
a double. Therefore pass.

1. (i) Declarer should play
to get a count of West's hand,
After  taking the D. Ace a

- amall club shouid be led, and

the ten finessed, if east plays
low. If the ten holds, West
is marked with at least two
clubs, 80 spades should be
finesssd against Bast. In the
process of this play it should
be possible to get & count of
Waest's hand; if he has two

: clubs, then on the pext round

declarer must play to drop
the King, and not make ths
mistake of leading the Queen
and finding that he has to
lose the fourth club to East,
which happened in actual play.
IIT. (i) Five spades includ-
ing the King, and two tricks
in the other three suits or six
spades and 214 honour tricks
in the other suit.
(ii) North holds at least
114 honour tricks and a bid-
dable five-card hearts suit. He
does not hoid over 3 honour
tricks or he would have jumped
the bid to three hearts.
{ill) His <pades are re-
biddable, 50 he miay have 3

spades with K J and the Ace
of diamonds, and the Ace
or K Q of clubs. Or, six -
spades to the Jack, the A, Q.
of diamond and A or K Q of
ciubs, Heis short of hearts and -
holding only two yourself, it
is probable that your partner :
has length and strength there -
in, in which case the coppo- °
nents cannot make four in

either major suit. :

IV. (i} Yes, {ii) Yes,
(iii} Yes. {iv) No. (v) Yes.
{vi) No.

V. South leads a small
club, which North wins with ;
queen. North returns a small .
heart for South to win. A ¢
small club is led back and -
ruffed. Now the Ace and
King of trumps are played,
South disearding his two dia-
mends. Diamond 3 is led for
West to win with his Jack,
South discarding a spade.
The club king and a spade
are now good. If at trick six,
East wins the diamond trick
with the Ace, South throws
the King of cluhs instead of
the small spade. EHast, after
winning with his ciub King,
has 1o lead up to North's 10, &
of diamonds. i

e e e e e e R

Can’t you give us =ome tit-bits relating o the game—
any Jokes, short ~torivs or ancedotes ?

Write 1o the  Business

Trichinopoly.

Editor, City Clab, Foﬁi



Answers to How do you bid and play
ON PAGE 44

I. (i) 3 N. T. Partner's
Two No-trump bid indicates a
fairly balanced hand of some
strength, more than a mere
minimum. His repeat XNo-
trump bid rules out a single-
ton heart and he is more
likely to hold a doubleton
headed by an honour. 1In that
case, it may mnot be difficult
to get hearts estahlished, If,
ch the other hand, he holds
oty two small cards, then
he should have some outside

. strength  which would heip
to bring in nine iricks with-
©out  establishing  the heart
! suit. Three Notrumps ap-
_ pears, therefore, to be a safe
"bid. Other alternatives of
t four hearts, three hearts and
pass do not appeal to ya.
Ten tricks at a suit bid may
"be more difficult than nine at
No-trump, three hearts invites
i only a pass from the partner
and the third, pass is defi-
r;nitely unthinkable holding
1110 x also in a suit (diamond)
. .bid by the partner, whiclh will
' help greatly in establishing
¢ that suit if partner has a five-
card suit,

(ii) Three spades. Three
i diamonds will lead your part-

ner to mis-read vour hand
and conclude that you have
perhaps &ix in that suit with
the King-Jack and nothing
else and that vou are merely
taking an opportunity to im-
prove the contract, having had
to pass on the previous round,
He will, thersfore, pass. Even
if he calis three spades. could
vou possibly bid Four? N,
Therefore, hope that partner
kas at least a good five-card
suit and Dbid three spades.
[f, partner passes. {t will be
all right and if he gues four,
game is guite likely.

{(iit)  Double is the best bid
beeause it gives an indicatinn
of the all-round values of the
hand and still leaves it open
to Narth to bid two or tliree
clubs on the next round., It
North bids One Ko-tromp over
the double, you can call three
clubs and with good holding
in hearts partner may bid th ree
No-trumps which may be the
only game make. The order
of merit would, therefore, be
{(«} Double (/) Two diamonds.
(¢) three cluba.

(iv) No Bid. You have
opensd with g minimum apg
you cannot make a free bid

" WHAT DO THE BIDS MEAN >

YF.the various bids are properly interpreted, many disastrous contracts

‘can be ¥voided. The following interpretat'ions are the correct ones
¢ for play&s following the ‘culbertson system :~? .
" 1. Opener bids one ‘Club’. The bid .‘ says ' that the .ODemagbo ane
h . least 2'4 honour tricks with a reb:d'dable Club suit or 3
T eatd‘ckszwith a biddable Club and a biddable Spade or Heart sui
?ro:\t::::t 3 honour tricks with a no-trump dist'ribu.tmn, — ene_
2. Opener bids a Heart or Spade :“'—"Fhls bid says t a.t‘ ‘ :or [i)f et
- t 214 honour tricks with a rebiddable ‘mamr suit; ;
e e leasl 2 Clubs or Diamonds the opener is bou_nd. by the ‘one
Paﬂl;el;c:zi ‘:\Z:vention to bid again and his cheapest minimum strength
TOUN . ¢ :
i id is two of his original suit. '
Shm‘:"g::' opener bids a Spade or Heart and a_fter a respo.'.‘i;q:‘ii ::;
' of 2 Clubs or 2 Diamonds, bids 2 Spa?lgs or 2 Hearts..
pa“::rthat the opener has only his bare minimum and that he has no
mea
itions. ' ‘
g.‘““: a“;? :)pener bids 3 Hearts or 3 Spades after an ogemng O't:ge c:)ff 2::
Hear't or one Spade respectively and over the' pa.rtt}ers resp : of one
wo Clubs or two Diamonds :—this bid qux:ms partne
no.“umpfo :1;% game ambitions if the responder can pive about half a
:ri'::l?:lzie tha;n what is guaranteed by his original response. b o
5. 1 opener bids one* Spade and after a res?onse ofhz :n:[, for
Diam::mds} bids 3 Hearts :—the bid informs partner that t g. 0;)‘ “v;
i 4mbitions and forces the partner to keep tt!e idding a
defiiee gam; -amartner should call 4 Spades or 4 Hearts if he has ﬁqme
e "‘f"" "th‘:r of those suits failing which he should at l.east give a
s?rength o nce for the first bid suit : of course if he is strong ‘u? the other
rw’:ﬁ:i’;’s’?ﬁr:an call three no-trumps or if he has slam ambitions, four
o-trumps. )
" 6. 1f opener bids a Spade and the oppcnentv on‘the lc:ft c;\'etrc:xt::?s :; ,let:l.
two Clubs (or Diamonds,) (non vulnerable]:-this hid says k: md e over
"ealler has about 113 Honour tricks or more, a.nd that the anm c; paine
about five to six wianers with clubs (or diamonds) as trumps
favourable distribution.

= The same bid, when vulnerable, shows six sure winners against any
rg = K
adverse distribution of the trum,;<,



THY INDIAN BRIDGE WORLD—MAT

8 I declarer opens with 2 bid of four Spades {or Her
_Bisays that the opening hand has not more than 234 H
with little or no out-side strength and eight probable v
vulnerable) and eight sure winners (vulnerable). It also aske
not to raise the bid unless he has more than 24 quick Honouw

9. 1 declaret opens with a bid of five Clubs (or Diamond.

says that the hand contains about nine winners with Clubs (o .__)j{ v X
as trumps. It also informs the partner that the opening hams’

the opponents have a game or a probable slam in the major su’ g

they can exchange information and that the opener is pr{"
exchange of information except at a very high level.

~ 10. 1f over an opponent’s call of three or four of a st
three or 4 no trumps respectively is made :—this bid asks the
bid four or five in his best suit out of the three remaining sn
guarantees a sure game and a probable slam.

11, If an opening bid of a Club {or Diamond) is doubled :—this bid
says that the doubler has 3%2 Honour tricks or more with good asuy
for the major suits and asks partner to bid his major suit {if anv) ¢
further informs him that he should keep the bid alive unless he hasa at

one to one and a half honour tricks and is prepared for a lead in the
trump suit.

4

12. If the opening bid is one Heart and the response is one Spad .
declarer jumps to two no-trump ;:—The bid tells partner that they 1
very nearly a game in the combined hand if the respander hus s
trick more that his response warranted. If you remember that six
tricks are usually necessary for game in no-trump with balanee
and that 5% honour tricks are enough if one of the hamds is Jee
and the other contains a five card suit, you can easily conc t

the opener had 4 honour tricks or more for his no-trump ji ‘_\;er

13. Opener calls one no-trump and the responder bids 1{;,6
trumps :—The bid informs the opener that the responder h :*]g
114 honour tricks and less than 2% honour tricks, for with ; .1‘9 N
tricks, he should jump to 3 no trump as the opener has shown a s
of 314 honour tricks, A second inference is that the declarer is .

to bid his four card major if he has one and if it happens that ii;‘
responder ha

that

s in the same major suit they can make game in
r will declare three no-trumps in the next
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