e TRe -
jgcuuw LﬂdlanTeaclf»eY

"\ID\ IZ) - m°‘7

S\x} 191-00 o




Vol XIII ./ Regd. No. M. 2347 No. 7

. @bk KON
Ssouth Indian Teacher

(The Official Journal of The South India Teachers’ Union)

PR
P
o~

JULY, 1940
sgErTH@Ey. — The Gita.

Raise yourself by your own efforts

Annual Subscription :

fnland Rs. 3. Foreign Sh. 6. Single Copy As. 6.

Postage Extra.



GEOGRAPHICAL TEXTS OF OUTSTANDING MERITS.
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W L. McD. ROBINSON,

\\® *  Director of Education, Ceylon.

ASIA, AFRICA & AUSTRALIA
('The Continents round the Indian Ocean) Re. 1-4-0

NORTH & SOUTH AMERICA AND EUROPE
(I'he Continents round the Atlantic Ocean) Re. 1-4-0.

THE WORLD FOR JUNIOR STUDENTS Re. 1-6-6.
THE WORLD FOR SENIOR STUDENTS Rs. 2-4-0.

The series is very fully illustrated with reproduc-
tjons of actual photographs including many aerial views,
and a large number of maps and diagrams especially
drawn to illustrate the text are included. A special feature

" ig the number of exercises designed to test the pupil’s
knowledge of each successive lesson.
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“Excellently planned.”

COLLEGE COMPOSITION
By
H. MARTIN, M. o. {Oxzon.) o. 1. B,
PRINCIPAL, TSLAMIA COLLEGT, PrSHAWAL.
Pages 320.

Price, s 2-8.

EXTRACTS FROM THE PREFACE,

This textbcok har boen designed spocially for Indian stud
colleges of tha various Indian universities. It ig only fz:om
the aectual tenohing of English and Xunglish literature inIi
the paculiar difficulties that the Indian finds in
English; and he, with his specinl needs and dilficul
View in the compiling of this book. A toxtbogk on ¢
for nglish students, cannot, howavor sndmirable it mn

Indian students, to whom, of course, ¥nglish is & foreign tongue.

The encouragement of. and guidance in, t
English is the chief aim of this taxtbook.
cal lines. A meroly theorotionl knowlodge o

f tho rules and prir
is of little practicil use, and so nt overy s

op varied exercisos

Lvery effort has been made to maka chaplars intorosting.
have beon passod and dry rules of grammar and syntax left bohind, the
of words’' can be mnde, not only interosting,

“Tha book under review dous for the
English Composition’ does for tho igh School boy
reccommend this book for the carofu
C. RaMA RAO, M. A, B. T, in Mysore

but evon an exciting, occupation.

I study of cvery Intermedinte student."
Sceondary Education Leaguc Journal.

—————

2 0 2
COLLEGE ESSAYS
By
H. MARTIN, M. a. (Ozon.) 0. B-E.
PriNciPAL, ISLAMIA CoLLEGE,
Pages 365.

The essays in this book are intend
writing. But they are not meant to be
examples of how various kinds of subjects oan be treated in ossa

too, that studonts may find these es\saya intoresting and infor

PESHAWAR.
Price, Rs.24.

ed to help Collego Students in th
copied out or loarnt b

mative rending.

K. &J. COOPER———PUBLISHERS—BOMBAY, 4

Sole Selling-Agents for the Madras Presidency :
THE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIRTY FOR INDIA,
PARK TOWN, MADRAS.
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Andhra University, Waltair.

V. K. Sourirajan Iyengar, M.A., L.T,,

Hindu High School, Triplicane, Madras,
Form IV : As. 12.@ . )
: eac
sV & VI: Two Parts: @ As.
F:prprzze},: Vide Ft. St. George Gazette p. 646 D/' 10-10-39
Telugu Editions by the same chgo‘r}l
are available for Forms IV, V .

- HALAM & CO.,
7, s%ﬁtjsnﬁag%igmw ST. @.T. MADRAS

READY

REVISED 8th EDITION OF

BOOK-KEEPING AND ACCOUNTS

By Tak DATE 3 VAIDYANATITA ALYAR!

IV FORM MALAYALAM SCIENCE
Kdited by
P. A. NARAYANA AIYAR. |
Additional Professor, Presidency College, Madras, As. 8. (Approved)
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S. BALAKRISHNA AIYAR,

{ ; g -achers' College, Saidapet.
Retired Lecturer. T (I1n the Press)
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ProNE : 8302

All the following publications have been apnroved by the Text-Daok
Committee, vide ‘ Fort St. George Gazette’.dated 30th April. 1940,
Part I-B.  Except those marked with an astevisk which have been
submitted for approval
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Rs. As. P,
Part I for Form IV in English (91) & Tamil (92) cach o140
Part II for Forms V & VI i English (92) & Tamil (92) ecach .18

Geography Scries for the first three forms by C. Ragunathan, BA., LT,

Teachers’ Diploma (London), M.R.ST. Formerly Headmaster, Model High
School, Teachers’ College Saidapet and now District Educational Officer.

Rs. As. P,
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,{ , I should want my pupids 1o becone acquainied with
lLJ the daiy life of the [ndian People.  1'hal mallers more

H - v . ! N
D than your matheneatics, Geography, Hrstory and Lilera
ture and all these oiher non-cssentials.  Whatl these

young people wanl cven whde 1y are young, is life
and when they grow a little older, il 1s [he wnderstand
mg of heir fellows Heat they need .

George S. ARUNDALE.
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Travel is the best means hy
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can be obtained.

The South [udian Railway is speciallv equipped and
Bducational Institutions in plan-

Is auxious to assist
Chosen representatives

ning tours for their students,
will be deputed to disenss wid help the Tnstitutions an
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The Chier Commercial Superintendent,
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CIfILD TRAINING IN INDIA®

By

Ui X, L Craceeep, 1.8, F.R.D.L. (US.A)D,

(Late Rriiish Educational Service)

Qutstanding among the topics of national reconstruction is that
ol ciund oducation. In =pit ol wedpotcd poooress made by the
Doeparioent of Pobtie nstiuction o toding there are o large numner
of spotled children. The parent and the teacher are hoth faced with
this grave subjeet of national welfare.  Comparatively child-training is
vivoeh raore comiplicated task Ao adudt ediention and ealls for @ very

corelul handling, R
TRAININC TN SCHOOQOLS

Since the duty of teachers begins with the child’s admittance to
the scholl it ie the job of the parents alone to ascertain the standard
and reputation of the school to which 1their boy is to be sent.  Enquiries
houvld be vonducted concerning the fvpe of teachers and their quali-
(eations, the socid «iandard of the schoot candidatos and the institution’s
record of games and gymnastic. Prodetermination of this information
is essential in view of the ignored physical standard of the average

child in India.

The first duty of the teacher is to realise his position of scholastic

fatherhood and combine foresight and moderation with his instruction.

Toaching by cane, impostiions and humiliation which is common in
almost all the primary schools of South India calls for urgent psycho-

¥ Extract from my public speech delivered at Mysore on 8th November 1939.
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CILD TRAINING IN INDIA*

aspp. H.5. L., F.R.D.L. (US.A),

(Late British Educational Sereice)
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the :('|'4;(;’ it ie the job of the parents alone to ascertain i.mjmn.;‘i.l '
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The growth in power and extent of democracy requires that pupils should
as early as possible be led along the path of duty and responsibility

towards the community and themselves. So it necessitates that pupils

should take some active part in the administration and good govern-

ment of the school. Psychology tells that boys and girls have an in”™

stinctive desire to serve and to acquire respect and authorily among
their fellows. For instance the monitorial system makes the pupil res-
ponsible for maintaining order and tidiness in the class-room. 'To cite
another example, in the Prefect System senior pupils elected under cer-
tain conditions are empowered to check disorderly behaviour of the
juniors either within the school or outside it and to undertake roll-call
in the school games. In fact the prefecis represent the eyes and ears
of the school. In the mock parliamentary scssions of the school, pupils
may learn how to introduce a new hill {or governing their institution
and to discuss its merits and demerits.  These systemns throw much
responsibility on the young shoulders, by way of arguments and debates
and so prepare them for life. The Public Schools of England are
worthy of imitation. Tolerant understanding, creative sell expression,
points of order, obedience, good manners, good hehaviour and rational
defence by arguments—are all casily and naturally fearnt by pupils
in such activities. The teacher too can preside over the school
Cabinets, can debate coolly, argue calmly and with a watchful and wake-
ful eye assist his pupils in correct procedure. They become gradually
adapted to rules and regulations and thus hecome law-abiding pupils
of to-day, the Citizens of to-morrow.

Hail to the teacher who remembers that the capital of o country
does not consist in paper currency or in palatial buildings bnt in the
brains and bodies of the people who inhabit it. Keeping this in mind he
should create such environments as to produce angels for holding
the reins and responsibilities of a nation. The Public Schools of England
are world famous because they aim ut a full man and not a part or a par-
cel of him. The teacher himself should he a model in dress, manners and
behaviour for the great hero-worshippers to copy and to imitate
in all walks of life. Mecre environment will have no meaning if the
heart of the school—the teacher—does not act himself in every field with
the pupils in thought, word and deed. “ As is the teacher so is the
pupil ” is a maxim to be ever remembered by every individual teacher,

THE TEACHING OF THE MOTHER-TONGUE*
By

T. P. Srmnivasa VARADAN

The mother-tongue is taking its rightful place in our schools as a
medium of instruction. I veal education is 1o be had by our pupils,
then the mother-tongue should occupy the supreme position. Recog-
nising its importance, as a medium of instruction and as a means of
culture, The South India Teachers’ Union. at its Annual Conferences
till two years back, pressed the Department of Education to compel
schools to teach non-language subjects through the medium of the
mother-tongue in the High School classes.  Fortunately for us, the
Eduecation Department have taken action and are forcing unwilling
schools to adopt the mother-tongue as the medium of instruction. There
are still teachers and parents who lay more emphasis on English than
on the mother-tongue, inspite of the fact for a great many pupils the
time given to English is largely wasted. We are looking forward
eagerly to the day when English will be dethroned from its present high
position and occupy the position of a second language, no longer vitiating
the whole curriculum. It is a collosal waste of national cnergy and
time on the part of our pupils to lecarn non-language subjects through
the medium of English.  More matter could be taught within the speci-
fied time if mothor-tongue is the medium of instruction.  If the attain-
ments of an average English student are compared with those of an
avernge student of our Presidevey, it is no wonder that the former beats
the latter.

Mere recognition of the importance of the mother-tongue will not
carry us far. At present it is taught by teachers, the majority of whom
are not so well educated in the methods of teaching as the teacher
of many other subjects. The teachers of the mother-tongue are great
scholars. but had not the advantage of training. The teaching is not
based upon any well-known method. It is no wonder that the failure
in the mother tongue is out of all proportion to the time given and to
other {avourable circumstances. Students who are good at
History, Geography and Science fave badly in mother-tongue.
Besides most of the students who pass the Intermediate Exami-
nation prefer B.Sc. Course to B.A., for in the former they

* A paper presented to the 31st Provincial Educational Conference held at
Ambasamudram.
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can avoid the study of the mother-tongue. Various reasons
are given for the neglect of this subject. But there is one main reason
which we teachers should recognise. It is high time that we teachers
pay more attention to the methods of teaching the mother-tongue in the
Primary, Middle and High School classes. As the mother-tonguc has”
been adopted as the medium of instruction, teachers of non-language
subjects also should learn the methods of teaching the mother-tongue. )
It is not the concern solely of the particular teacher who teaches it.
Of course in primary schools, separation of subjects does not arise, as
the same teacher teaches all subjects to one class.  Rut in the higher
classes, where we have specialist teachers, this has to be watched.

Where mother-tongue is the medium of instruction, it is the basis of

all work that is done in all classes. It is the condition of School life.

At present books on educational subjects are written in English and
the material available in the mother-tongue is very meagre. Hence it

is necessary that an effort should be made for some time to encourage ®

graduates to study the mother-tongue in order to qualify themsclves for
teaching it. This is suggested only as a temporary measurc. Training
Colleges to train teachers of mother-tonguc should he «tarted or a
branch in the present training Colleges should be cpened to train teach-
" ers of mother-tongue. In South India, there is only one training col-
lege and that is the Sri Minakshi Oriental Trainine Calege, Chidamba-

ram. Those who are aged must be asked to undergo refrogher courses.

The most important person in the Educational scale is the teacher of
Class I. Many of them have the lowest educational qualifications. A
very low salary is paid, but much is expected from such teachers. The
more help we give them in the matter of the teaching of the mother-
tongue, the more we are doing for the cause of education in India.

The mother-tongue is important for a numher of reasons : —
(1) Thought and language are inextricably linked together.
(2) It is the medium by which we communicate thought both by
speaking and writing.
(3) Growth in the intellectual life, in knowledge, in ability to

express, in creative and productive ability and in emo-
tional life, depends on the mother-tongue.

Our aims when teaching the mother-tongue should be to teach our
pupils to express themselves clearly and simply, to oxpress their
thoughts, feelings and experiences, to read for information and for plea-

sure, to help them to develop their creative faculties and 1o give them
training in logical thought and expression.

A

-
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To achieve these objects in the class room ‘there are four main

ways—Oval work, Written Work, Teaching of Grammar and Teaching
of Poetry.

ORAL WORK

Oral work shonld aim ot helping our children fo ‘learn to speak
carreetly, to expross their meaning clearly and simply and 1o speak
interestingly.” The children sheuld be helped to speak naturally about

their experiences and ahout things which interest them. Very often
ihere is a class-room tone or n schoal-tone which is unnatural. We should

aim at preventing this from appearing. There is a natural tone in non-

language classes whereas there is an artificial atmosphers in mather-
tongue classes, completely out of touch with the life outside. This is

- one of the reasons why pupils do not take so much interest in the study

of the mother-tongue. At firs! much attention must not he paid to cor-
voeinace polish and grammar, We must strive for force. vividness and
life in oral work,

Oral work and speech training are the best wayvs of teaching writ-
ing. If children can express themselves well when they talk,

they will. in the maijority of cases, be able to write well.

"Purils should he pevsvaded to write just as they speak. Ogal expres-

sien 18 one of the beost means for the development of personality. Most

. people realise themselves more through sneech than throveh writing.

Oral work should bhe carried on systematically rioht from the frst class
to the Sixth Form. In the higher classes unfortunately, we completely
neglect this as we are pre-occupied with the examinations. But from
the point of view of frie oducation and the development of the per-

sonality this is a bie mistake. For the svent majority of men, to speak
well is more important than to write,

Henee oral exercises are more
imporfant than written onas.

Tn the primary <chonl, the first step in oral work is to get the
children to talk 19 onc avother, to the teacher and to the class in the
conversation perieds. While the children talk, the teacher chould not
worry ot all about correctness or anv formal language work. The langu-
age used hy the pupils may be colloquial or slangy as long as it reslly
mépm;gps the thougnt of the child and convevs genuine feeling. The
teacher will of course be noting points which have to he dealt with
Yater on.  Atientinon should he paid to force. naturalness and life. The
oral wwork may he profitably correlated with the craft work and hand-
work which children do. They will be willing to talk about what they
are doing and if they are working in groups they should be trained to
discuss what they are to do and how they are to do it.

2
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As most children are fond of singing, singing should form a regular
part of oral worl in the primary classes. Children are fond of dramatis-
ing their home expericnces in play. They play at house or cooking or al,
(>1£01' things thoy play at school.  Such games con very advantageously

be used for oval work,  Stories have a fascination for youne and old.

Children must be encouraged fo tell something of the story they have
hrard or to tell one of their own. The story is the most useful form
of oral work, Here again everything must he kept as natural and as in-
formal as possible.  Pictures can he used for oral work, but pictures
that we use should be of things which children know and which appeal
to them. If in the first four classes conversation periods are properly
uszd, then by the time the pupils reach the fifth class, it is quite possible
for them to give litile speeches on any subject of interest to them. These

speeches will no doubt start in an  informal way but gradually

they may become more and more formal. Improvization gives excellent
practice in oral work. The pupils after reading or hearing a story,
immediately without any preparation or practice, dramatize

the story.
To sum up, we have these methods for oral work .

(1) Talks and Conversation.
(2) Singing.

(3) Telling Stories.

(4)e Using Pictures.

(5)  Games and Actina Plays,
(6) TImprovization.

() Speech making.

WRITTEN WORK

In the early stages, oral work should always precede written work.
As already referred to, the best way to teach children to write is to
encourage them to write as they speak.  When they speak there ig
naturalness and spontaneity, but when it comes to writing, the natural-
ness and spontaneity are lost. The pupils should be encouraged to write
in their natural style. They should he introduced to models
writing but they should not be trained to imitate conscioy
the style of their teacher or any onc else. Special attentio
to save pupils from all insincerity. They should he
their real thoughts and feelings. Our aim in
be to teach our pupils to write their mother-tongue ‘simply, straight-
forwardly and correctly.’ They should he taught to avoid the habit of
using unnecessary words and to learn to say what they w
clearly in as few words as possible. They
gradually an increasing vocabulary and to

of good
sly tricks of
n should be paid
trained Lo express
the written work should

ant simply and
should be helned to master

use it easily and readily.
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Ample opportunities should be given‘to devel‘t_)p afltd t‘xei"c‘l.':.i? :N(;;lltnli‘l?::
nation. In written work we must make :g'ure ‘mat{ ulL pul‘){L Ltcl 5 “ U;
{0 say and that he has idcas. ‘The pvupllsl énguju op as&».e.u “w tx'\; ,C,l,w
subjecis in which they are interested. Il l(‘)li'lOVYS irom ;111‘13 ’.':u t?;i;d
o\i'ten everybody in the class will not be' Wrmr;g ftfii)ito ; e,il“scx&ee te.w;
bat interests one will not inieresc another and diererore, , teach-
Wnaji1 ;?Izeltiﬂ:c?l?;v? our object, ihcrc— wii‘l have .Lu be a gvu)uvd de;al ;;
individual work. Writien work shouic.{‘ aleay‘s‘aiu‘u m ubvejup;ub i‘; *
power ol logicai thinking and the pt‘xp}ié snouida l)e‘tjc‘{lil(:,dj tl()r ‘n;l) o
their thoughts in logical scquence. ‘unilgr.en shoxxfct ‘D'L;itliltm(. ‘,1:;‘1%565
beginning to observe things. 1n the Lvlqul_le and tiigh ui,}lO(j{ b ses
wiit pupiis are asked to write about should ha\{e; s/ome cogn.aiu‘tm‘ll v»:dxd
the(ir {ives and should be interesthg J[OV them. Absiract subjecis sho
be avoided at any rate in ine Middle classes.

ers,

Corrcction worsk should ajways e (i'one i pvubuw(_ \\a_'? “:111“ ;):;;
50 QS dscourage the chiid. In all wrlttep wgrk,‘u }b Vely 1. r AL. :
;)‘U . LS} t““’w il does showd be seen by tae tcacuer.  sne (_ouu.u\ou
. Wfla” a' pupf’tl 2 b(; of an individual matter, if the pupii is to derive
o Snoglq n"w'; ‘:y classes arc large, the correction work becomes' a
e benen&. WI ept‘hat case, the teacher must find out how much writ-
peuty b'unfwnl" n"rrect colnfortably and he sheuld give no more. Tt
Lo WO o Lkmht:;e less written work and have it correcied Lhan.to
st }iv:t;i vtv(i-lttin work and leave it uncorrected. the or;i;y exce;;twn
O s 1 o of imaginative and creative wodk., This needs a
{o this is in the casc of imagnalive ¢
different treatment.

THE TEACHING OF GRAMMAL

Tnis subjeci is controversial. VLiverse opinions ale ﬂe‘j.d or} 'tr?e

s b,.u ?e'u ar.  One sel ol enthusiasts will have nothlng Lo ao
o (X'l'flmxfc]io'uch it even with a pair of tongs. Some others ,thmk,
o itland::ll:‘i IZ(;nnot be perfectiy studied unless ail the intricacies of
that a language

grammar are thoroughly understood. Some favour practical grammar.
i : rammar must be our servant and
ey bfe '}?dm: t?lti :Ii/ddrilot&tlﬁz rgri:ster. Formal grammar teaching
the o A elr;epso far as the primary school is concemed.. We are
should haV? e ftaxt—books are now so written that teaching oﬁ practical
glad to nOt}‘ thad ’ ossible. With children of primary school age the
grammear 12 Hi“a f f)ching them to wuse their mother-tongue .cor-
best. - 10 le(is not through dissccting it and trying to p%dl it to
vectly and ceatrtiig it together again. It is through suggestion ;—}nd
pie.ces. andhptu they learn their language. It is no doubt true tr'lat
h}?llt;tl(;nc:,rjmg {rom homes whose parents are uneducated speak in-
childre
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correctly, but the remedy is not to teach grammar. They may learn
grammar, but they will not use it in practice. To counteract the influ-
ence at horae, he must be trained to adopt the speech habits that he finds
in school. It means that the teacher must he very carelul in his speech.
Dropping formal grammar does not lessen the work of the teacher or
the child. There must be plenty of opportunities for the child to read
books of a grade suitable for the age, plenty of guided oral worlk wherce
mistakes are unobtrusively put right and plenty of oral dvill where usage
and idiom are taught. In the first form in my opinion a beginning may
be made with some very simple grammar., Only in the middle classes
the pupils can begin to understand that there are certain rules
ing to which they should speak and wrvite. Wi
what is done should he done thoroughly. 1t is far hetter 1o do a small
amount of grammar and do it thoroughly than to cover g Iarsn field with
only a few of the pupils understanding. Iy, i
upon pupils to get by heart Nannool.

aceord-
1en teaching crarmar,

5 a meaningless tusk imposed

Only the essentials of grammar should be taught in the middle
school. The aim should be to write correetly and clearly.  Much of
the dislike to the study of mother-tongue is due to the [aulty teaching
of grammar.,

THE TEACHING OF POETRY

In teaching poetry our main objeet should not be to teach meanngs
of individual words or phrases, nor in any direct mannor {o increase
the vocabulary and enlarge the pupils’ powers of expression, nor to con-
sider poetry as a sort of exercise in rendering ideas that have been ex-
pressed in beautiful language, into language that iy certainly not, as o
rule, beautiful. It should not be made an excuse for teaching languagc
in a formal way nor should it be made an excuse for teaching biography,
history or morals. This must he obscrved in the primary and middle
schools. Our main task is to try to enable the pupils to catch something
of what the poet felt and of what he was trying 1o express. The
poetry that is taught in school should be related to life. We cannof
expect children to appreciate poems that arc out of all relation to their
ordinary life. They should not get the impression that poetry is arti-
ficially attached to real life.-

In selecting a text hook care should he taken to see that it con-
tains poems. Unfortunately in many schools, text-books are chosen hy
persons who are incompetent for that work. Other unhealthy factors
creep in. Children should not be compelled to learn by heart all that
is taught. Paraphrasing should never be given. We cannot test appre-
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ciation of poetry in a formal way. We must observe the following
rules in teaching poeiry.
“ Don’ts " in teaching Poetry.

1. Don’t make poetry work formal and egaclting. »

2. Don't impose adult standards of appreciation and understand-
ing. ‘

3. Don’t repress genuine tastes and preferences. »

4. Don’t over-emphasise formal aspects of oxpr?s‘s;loxl. . .

5. Don’t carry analysis beyond the degree which contributes to

appreciation.
6. Don’t insist on memorization.

Lastly a word about the reader and the reading. An j;ll,ex"e.s}i.n:
eadi ‘0‘ should be created belore we embark upon the acitua t.GdL ‘111.,5_7
le'ddmb ) Kl)- ics of the subject. There arc many ways in which l'hls
b e “”“_"fv using project method interest can be created. j;le
van be o b.‘/ cllq:;; for intensive study should not contain mateual‘
reade'r L“h“)sel'l{iglm 1(: "o‘r c};ildren. it is far better to err on the side of
um‘t s foo c‘lll "11 the lower primary classes. Oral work should
e roede Iy* luse of the reader. Silent reading should precec.IC

Gl Ct{de 1111: teacher should always find out by quesizxoning 011 in
e whether the pupils have grasped the meaning ol what
some other WEY In the lower classes the lessons should always be .short.
they haV? 1‘ead;i'<nur'1ging to a beginner as to go on and on \Yxthout
Nothing & =0 3 130(())'1 ;nything. Progress is quicker with short %Lfsons
comine to' S ull{‘ The books we supply should not be difiicult.
and short boots ber that the text book is only a fnea.ns to
We 1‘emer'n'ter of the mother-tongue.  The material in the
B e mijbl'xte{i to the lives of the pupils and it should be of suc.h
reader should be. ~let(e in the pupils a desire to read. We know that‘ 1.n‘
n e 1‘0 e hers are helpless in the choice f)f text bgoks. It- is
many cases e 108 e« hould raise their voice in tavour. of interesting
! time that teachers Seis which deal with subjects which are closely

always pre

e icularly read
readers, particularly reac W
i'elated 1to the ordinary lives of the pupllls.
There are two ways at present by w u'c the teaching of the mother
- i d. One by persuading graduate rece
R oation for ¢ ching the mother-tongue. The other is by
te? lessons by teachers trained in cther subjects
y ¢ ie of training.
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to teachers of m -

C g € tl ns fOI‘
I W Ou]d reque \Y 8 o g thl ()Ugh thC BOOk SH g St10
q St ever y tea(.her t 80 /

rachi f the mother-tongue 1 ' burn, pubr
th? t(;al(:hlfcllge 0Oxford University Press. Many of the sugg g
lished by th

above are taken from that book.

I the teaching of the mother-

tongue
sary qualification for
giving a number of mode



SECONDARY EDUCATION AND THE EXAMINATION
OBSESSION -

By
K. N. PasuraThr oF Kurnoow

“Unless the habit of working and teaching for examinations belore
everything else is abjured, I see little hope of the type of ceducation
which alone can save democracy and bring up a race of free men and
women "—thus observed Dr. A. W. Pickard of Cambridge while address-
ing an English audience of educationists the other day. -

The truth of this observation remarkably applies with even grealer
force to the conditions of Secondary Education in India to-day. Our
schools are more or less coaching establishments they neither seek
nor achieve any training of the mind in discipline, leadership
porate action. The encrgies of pupils are alnost cntirely absorbed in
cramming for the public examination, and in trying to pass through it
by the easiest and quickest methods available.

and cor-

It was this state of affairs that made Diwan Bahadur 8. I\, Runga-
nathan remark thus in his Presidential Address at the Salem
Provincial Educational Conference @ © Secondary Education will become
really effective with the removal of the incubus of the public examina-
tion largely controlled by the Universities. The present position is so
bad that some critics have seriously questioned whether the schools give
any education at all.”

Examinations do have their place in the educational system. Their
usefulness is undoubted. They are meant to test
the work of both teachers and pupils and stimulate their offorts, They
afford a training to the young mind to hring whatevor kinowledge and
resource it may possess, to hear on a particul
and in this task both intellectual and mor

at convenient points

ar point at a given moment,
al qualities are involved.
While one grants all this, one also holds strongly that cxaminations
are merely an incident in the work of schools. They must follow and
not direct the curriculum. Unfortunately, however, cxaminations, as
they are treated in most schools to-day, are among the worst cnemics
of education in freedom of thought and independence of judgment.
The whole work of schools is planned to cover the syllabus of some

*Paper read at the Provincial Educational Conference held at Ambasamudram
on 28—6-—'40,

.
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articular examination ; every subject seerns to be studie.d at a rus‘h‘
o lfi r to cram into pupils’ heads what are virtually prescribed answers
1tro1 (eru(fstions; the teacher does pot dare speaking. goxrxvez%-alliri,ge:\/c\:?zzii
the pupils {o think, nor go HL h¥s <;wn ;zi(;( atr;]d ,c](;:f L(”x:lu ':Lnbiti()n (;{

e gr hic v can cflectively cover: the one greal o .
12;}0}%;21?5 tg}:;}:dﬁzc what are ca{k‘d.good resglts iz? le'r)‘lic‘.e(;ls(aln},z;i
tions. Under these circumstances, is it wrong for us to Son;] ertf)nal
minations to be a very mischievous thing indecd in the educati

system ?

There is no one with considerable acguaintance wi.th 07.11' ie}coixj(.lalrtssz
schools, who has not heard the predon.mnant emphaslbl' 0121 ﬂl i.t:nc;:tal
;)f examinations. The teacher, the pu{ill, btheo é):mn:{ \tvl'jh gfiminaﬁon

; eems to be obscuse

e thTehl’m:l];1 glii:‘bel‘e/e;{tig:geSw'\vards examinations is wholly wrong
Tes‘ﬂ_ts- tl? 1 p'm obstacle to true education.  If the chief aim of
o Cér ;lg yﬁ;ion is to produce men and women of alert and inde-
R 'Jducc roof against ready-made answers to any probler.ns,
pendent mmds’ rli9 inative and with critical powers and understanding
aflé}Ptable o Omignations are a serious handicap to the attainment of
thase ﬂ:ien ex‘::!I'rue education consists more in the spirit it conveys
i:Zie isntlfe. instruction it imparts.  The success of tez.achiﬁg ?ulstq:;
i by the results in examinations, but by the Tnt.e lectual a
judged nOt' . it helps to foster, qualities such as patriotism, courage,
mora qlfczltli%irsc;pacity a sense of proportion, originality of thought and
argumen .

independence of judgment.

It is for us teachers as well as others interested'in Secondall'y E‘:du~

i . ider how far these ideals are realised in the ex(".tmma‘rlon-
cation to coniﬂ L; to-day. The S.S.L.C. Examination dominates the
1‘idd€.m schoo S; qdvers(;ly affects it. It vitiates the methods of
curmc.ulum ane ; g(the mental outlook of pupils. The unnatural and
teaching and cranhlrz;is on the results of this examination has led to
exngeraled emplz o’has strangled real education. The whole worship
ruinous eﬁ?,CtS' Prof Henry‘ Martin well put jt—is viciou§ and makes
of " results “—as floeéluc;\(ion ifnpossiblo. “This sort of 1dolatr:v TS
@ sound system © od of education from his templff_an'd set up in Ris
expelled the rue & idol—results.” This false worship is unfortunately
place .the trumé)?ryolurocol;ntr\’- It is indeed tragic to contemplate t}.le
to ::s of schoofs, inspecting officers, the general publllc,
foct that manag teachers, indeed all scem to how down before the fa }fe
]gzaldmafitcizsr;;g to then; the best school is the one that secures the
idol.

highest pass percentages !
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In an article contributed to Educational Indic edited by Prof. M.
Venkatarangiah, Mr. H. Martin draws a vivid picture of the evil.
There is thunder in the air, he says, if results are bad. Headmasters
and teachers are asked to give an explanation. Whatever
these may say, they are considered to be obviously at fault. Thr annual
increments of the members of the staff handling the Sixth Form
are ordered to be stopped. Once a Municipal Council in the Ceded
Districts, backed up by the Educational Officer seriously proposed to
dismiss all L.T. teachers in the High School because of poor results in
the S.S.L.C. Examination, and replace them by better people—hetter
in the sense, more capable of coaching for examinations and manufac-
turing results. Luckily, better sense prevailed and the poor teachers

narrowly escaped getting the sack, though they were warned for poor
results.

Under these chilling circumstances, even the best teacher imbued
with true educational ideals, descends to all sorts of tricks and devices
known to the crammer to get his pupils through. He has anparently
no time for real education, real teaching. Real educative process does
not apparently pay him. So, he ransacks old examination papers, racks
his own brains for every conceivable question, dictates answers, stuffs
his pupils’ heads with notes and treats them like dumb-driven cattle.
And teachers adopt too another method for manipulating results—the
‘ detention’ system, which Mr. M. S. Srinivasa Sarma of Trichinopoly
once rightly characterised as the most ignoble trickery. And when teachers
are so corrupted by examinations and made to deviate from the right
paths of education, the wretched pupils who resort to hazaar cram-books
and notes and load their memory with examination stuff, simply deserve
our pity. They are certainly not to blame at all. Tt is we teachers
who are to blame. If “notes-dictation has percolated down through
the schools to the depths of the Second Form ” as Dr. Cousins said the
other day, it is the saddest comment on the teacher’s work. No teacher
is worthy of his profession if he encourages short cuts—educationally and
spiritually demoralising short-cuts—to spurious success.

Now, what is the remedy for all this evil in our educatinnal system?
To suggest remedies is not easy. One evil has begotten ~nother evil.
The chain of evils can be cut only if public opinion becomes more en-
lightened and if people learn what true education really’ means. The
best school is not the one that produces merely the best examination
results, but the one that best draws out the pupil’s faculties and develops
in him true culture, teaches him to think for himself and §ts him physi-
cally, mentally and morally to play his part nobly in life. That is the
task of real education, and examination results and pass-percentages
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have precious little to do with it. ¢ Education’ is a word derived from
“Educare.” that is to make a plant grow. In schools, teachers, like
gardeners who help plants to grow, must help pupils grow. To educate,
says Prof. Jacks, is not an action so much as a transaction. “ Educa-
tion is not an operation but a co-operation.” The true teacher remains
in the background and stimulates the activities of children and
encourage them to explore and learn everything. Here the demands
of examinations and the weight of traditions are serious handicaps to
tRe process of true education.

Preparation for examination may not be an evil in all cases. But
it is certainly an evil when it tends to sterilise interest in a subject
which teachers must aim at encouraging. Hence the evil tendencies
of external examinations in the Secondary Educational System have
to be curbed. If that is done, Secondary Education would become more
efficient, more stimulating and more useful. In this connection, one
wonders what the reactions of the proposed re-introduction of Univer-
sity Marticulation examination will be on Secondary Education. TIf it
proves a greater danger than the present S.S5.L.C. Examination and
if it brings in to a great degree all the evil effects arising from a rigid,
uniform, external examination dominating school courses. it will prove
once more the bane of Secondary Education,

CHILD TRAINING IN INDIA
(Continued from page 260.)

HOME TRAINING

The formation of character depends on the co-operation between
teachers and parents. .The sooner Indian parents realise the urgency
of this step, the better will be the fate of their lads. But so far, there
has been a rivalry between the opinions of these two factors. If teachers
encourage sports, parents discourage them. Parents, if they are wise
enough, will accept all school invitations and attend the schoolday cele-
bration, see the sports activities of their boys and strike a harmony
between themselves and the teachers.  All infantile characteristics
should be recorded for right guidance on juvenile instinet which will

simplify the training task for character-formation.
3



KULAPATHY V. V. PARAMESWARA IYER

OF PALGHAT

(From An Esteemed Correspondent.)

With the promulgation of the new age rules regarding entertain-
ment of teachers in public institutions, one of the veteran educalionists
of the Presidency, Sri. Kulapathy V. V. Parameswara Iyer, Head-
master of the Native High School, Palghat, has retired from his
headmastership aller a long and distinguished record of work in the
cause of education.

Fifty-five years ago, early in 1886, Mry. Parameswara lIyer, then
fresh from his collegiate course in the Presidency College, Madras, found-
ed the Native High School, Palgbat, simultaneously with Mr. D. Gan-
pat Rao's founding of the Calicut Native High School and a few years
after the late Rao Bahadur S. Appu Sastriar’s founding of the Kumba-

konam Native High School. All along Mr. Parameswara Iyer has
been the sole Manager and Proprietor of the school he founded, and
for the last forty-four years the Headmaster too. To have been a

teacher for more than half a century, and a Headmaster of one of the
oldest and most flourishing of schools for nearly forty-five years, and
to have managed a school founded by himself for such a long period
unaided either by the public in the form of donations or endowments
or by the Government until recently in the shape of grants-in-aid, are
things rarely achieved by a single individual ; that he hag successfully
achieved all these and more bespeak of his high menta] courage, ability,
perseverance and an indomitable confidence in self.  Though now
seventy-six, he is still hale and healthy, and it would he a welcome news
to thousands of his former students to hear that he is still preserving
his old robust health. But for the recent G.O. amending the rules
regarding the employment of over-aged teachers, Mr. Parameswara
Iver would have continued to be in active service.

His retirement is
indeed a great loss to the field of education.

Mr. Parameswara Iyer’s services to the cause of education have
~been recognised by the conferment of the titles of ‘Kulapathy’ and
‘ Vidyavinoda’ by the Madras Provincial Educational Conference and
the Sanatan Dharma Mahamandal respectively. He was the Chair-
man of the Reception Committee of one of the sessions of the Pro-
vincial Educational Conference at Palghat, and the first President of the
Provinecial Teacher-Managers’ Conference in Madras. It might be
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his High School to collegiate grade ; but want of adequate public supporg
and the heavy restrictions placed by the University on such private
enterprise made him give up the task tfor the time being.,  However
his idea has been fructified by the raising of the Government Vietoria
College from Second Grade (o First Grade—an institution which is now
functioning superbly.  Years before any one had any idea of the
Wardha scheme of education, My, Parameswara Iyer often oxpressed
his views regarding the necessity loy opening trade and cralt schools in
every town in every district in the Fresidency. In fact he has left no
aspect of education untouched, and his rich expericnce has been a source
of great usefulness not merely 1o his own school but to the field of
education as a whole.

Mr. Parameswara Iyer has laid down his office as Headwmaster from
st July 1940, installing his son, Mr. V. P. Natarajun, M.A . the First
Assistant of the school, as Headmaster in his place.  Though no longer
the Headmaster, Mr, Parameswara Iyer retains the managemoent of the
Native High School, with its two branch institutions. He has always been
a believer in the need for training up young boys on high Hindu and
nationalist ideals, and that he has been able to accomplish this is oviden-
ced by the fact that thousands of his Old Boys arc now occupying decent
positions in life and are ever cherishing the fondest memory of their
wlma mater and its presiding genius—their revered Guru, May Mr.
Parameswara Iyer enjoy many more years of life and prosperity and
find in the solitude of his retired life the charms of & well-cained and
well-deserved rest !
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REORGANISATION OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

EXTRACTS FROM THE GOVERNMENT COMMUNIQUE

” For several ycars past, there has been W.ideSpread deman(?
for a roform of our system of secondary cducation and numerous
; have from time to time been made for SL.ICh reform.
Sllggwtfons fects in the present system which have been universally re-
':‘()};fen::;nafi e:f) that it merely prepares studen.ts for agmis§ion to Uni-

ity c d does not lay sufficient emphasis on utilitarian or voca-
Z’erm:ya:;;lcrtssef)FZducation' (2) that large numbers of students are most-
jonal as P

1 fit for higher studies and, not caring for such studies, are after com-
y un

" oleting their secondary education, forced to join colleges with the sole
pleting

object of qualifying themselves for clerical services of Gover'nmcnt or ?t

- bodies and institutions; (3) that while the cause of higher educu-
p‘“vaje O‘ cuffers, these young men themselves are unable to get em-
“;m 'q:‘vt n tile onlj; class of appointments for wh%gh they are fit, namely,
p1 O}{m?nappointments, and they and their families are put to great
clerica

expense and suffering.
BIFURCATED COURSES OF STUDIES

ique next sets out the resolutions passed by the Indian
the (:()mmunflql:nce in 1934 and by the Central Advisory Board of
ion in 1092561;111(1 the proposals published by Govomm?nt in 1937
o { secondary education. Most of the proposals in the Gov-
for the refot the corﬁmunique declares, found general acceptancg.
crument schem 4 criticised was that relating to the holding of a public
One which Wt f10° L1 Ethc post-primary course. that is to say, corres-
a the (-)‘ The object of this proposal was to sift pupils
it for hioscfro:::demi‘c studies from thgse w'ho were noF Wit}i :—1
who wer ﬁt' 01‘ y the latter from the pre-university classes. mtf) f,l‘L
view to e e N « Jeading to a vocation. Public exammaﬂqn is
 iureaiod CombL?his‘ schi.‘me provided that there is suﬁiclle;nt
) cati or
nducement to the pupils to take the Yocaﬂonal course. G’I"I:Iecrl:;:;;e)o(s:f\ for
o U.hm.en - intermediate classes with a compensating 1  of ene
climnation o l?Itxfilxjrelzt‘sity secondary course and a f}lll three years for
gea{ . thergzec_iid not find favour with the University. | "
e Director of Public Instruction was as e? 0
In Novenber 1938, the -wanisation. But, before this was received,
° remgaMinister for Education convened a con-
the laie hose resolutions endorsed the vital
onel of the bifurcated courses of

Universities C

caannation
ponding to the fourt

propose cou
GG ! C
however, not essentia

prepare a fresh scheme

i states
the communique states, ‘
ference in September 1939 one of .
p;‘inciple of the scheme of 1937, namely,
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studies one leading {o the university and the other to the clerical sorviers
and other vocations.  The Director of Public Instruction, in commenting
on the resolution, stressed the importance of reducing the age-limit for
the entry to the lowcer ranks of the Government services,

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATION

The communique then continues, “This question of Government em-
ployment in relation to educaticn is under present conditions of more im-
portance to the reorganisation of the cducational system than it resdly
ought to be. At present many young men take (o a University course
with the sole hope that possession of a degree will improve their chances
of selection for clerical posts in the Government service.  So long as the
age-limit for such posts is maintained wt the level of 25, all those who
aspire for them will naturally spend their vears u
a University degree of some sort with the conseyuent result that the col-
leges are overcrowded with students, many ol whom are not really fit {or
such higher academic studies. It is true that by the institution by the
FPublic Service Commission of a competilive

plo 25 in frvine fo ot

examination for recruitment
to clerical posts the importance of the possession ol a degree {or such
posts has become reduced but this has had no material cffect on the
crowding of students into colleges. It has also not lessened the growth
of a band of discontented unemployed. Some further remedy must,
therefore, be found. In this connection it is neeessary o' remember that
a degree course hy itself docs not necessarily make a young man betlor
fitt=d for the clerical and other subordinate posts in the Government ser-
vices, business firms and other private institutions. On the other hand, a
carefully designed course of studics in the school may better fit young
men for clerical posts and a reduction in the upper age-limit for recruit-
ment to such posts is quite possible. At present the minimum age {or
sitting for the S.S.L.C. examination is 15. If the limit for the lowoer
division of clerkships is fixed between 18 and 20, with a corresponding
upper limit for specially treated classes, there may bhe no hardship for
anybody, while many families who wish 1o cducate their children to the
Government service or to some othey vocation will be saved the trouble
and expense of a University course for them and hundreds of young men
the tragedy of wasted cfforts 2nd disappointed hopes.

REDUCTION OF AGE-LIMIT
Two criticisms have heen levelled against 1his proposed reduction of
the age-limit for the Government se

rvices. They are: (1) that these young
men will not have any incentive to good work as they will have to remain

(Continued in page 288.)

.M.A., was held at 5 p.m., on

S. K. YEGNANARAYANA IYER'S
PORTRAIT UNVEILED

Under the auspices of the South India Teacher; -Ugmnka x;)reezt:a\sf;latliér:l;eﬂlszi
portzelt of Ky Sanehe ;?;T:a:jl?}z]eeeln;h .;Lly 1940 at the Singarachariar
Hall, Hindu High School, Triplicane, Frof. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri p}'eSldlng.P f

’ lcoming the members M g. Sabhesan said it was very appropriate tha-t rof.

N u')mmb Sastri shm;ld unveil the portrait of Sri Yegnunarayana lyer. Re.-
P A Nllakama Lll: “f Sri Yegnangu‘ayana Iyer as President of the South India
g t’O th? WOS1 i gabhesan said that his kindness, sympathy, courte.sy and tact
Te?c}mrs Ur:imnf’ta rlusod to ' pour oil on troubled waters " were rcsponsll.ole. for the
e o ;)t}:rf South India Teachers’ Union. The Guilds and Associations had
d'evelopmem ) ) 'Oiea of having a portrait of Sri Yegnanarayana Iye-r to whom
me uwen the" haplc)iy 1( ¢h of their work, though it must be said that it dld.not ade-~
st e attllbfutie :xlin‘ession of their feelings. It was only a token of their appre-
2;1;313] ocfortl};t}services rendered by him to the teaching profession.

i P. Srinivasavaradan, Secrctary, South India Teachers' Umox? then read
- T.f' : Kula ('1thy P. A. Subramania lyer, Kulapathi R. Swamlr‘latha Iyer,
?eszifisvlvoll:n Sas(tf‘)i(gal The Masters’ Association, Hin‘d(lll T}geological 1Hég}.1 SSchSo:)i],
. e fon i i d idambaram and Sr1 S. -
e e A]S]S()‘Ciaml)?é iflc;: lipls)zlgieljllf:t S\::lt;()]l,e(fj}:l‘d to the getting up of the
nivasa’ el V?' 'sltcl;ﬂt Rs 8‘1—8-0 was collected out of which a sum of Rs. 60 was
po;‘:;alfto.r tI:f: ;)ilrtrai; and'the function. The balance would be utilized as per the
sp

i SN Indi
tion of Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer for Relerence Library of the South India
suggestion anara 3

Teachers’ Union.

Sri M. S. Kotiswaran who was the first to speak about the services 1‘er‘*{d§1*ec}

1”.1 o na Iyer to the cause of teachers referred to the long period o
by S Yegnana}rlaya (1‘k> done by him. He said, “The great achievement of the
his olice ‘and : f} r:’) Union waé due to him. He was responsible for the awaken-
SOU[h_ e rI-“-aac tohe realization of their position in society. The Education Depar.t—
ing of tCiiCh.m.S loth Union more and more recognition, though all might not see it,
e or SIVIS{{ Yee smanarayana Iyer was responsible.  The Portrait was o},lly a
and tor thlsif 1t1 tior? ;ckno;)vledgiﬁg the work of Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer.” He
mOdeslt dmf: t;seateachers to take ﬁp the greater work, the holding aloft of the
?)Ziiz;: of the work of national reconstruction.

i C. Ranganatha Iyengar of Gooty spoke about tho' work done by Sl"l &Tegna-f

o - in the Telugu speaking areas. The existence and: funct'lomng o‘

narayana, Lyet 'mt' ns and guilds in those areas were all due to his serv1cc,jsA Sri

Teachers aSSOCIaIl'O - ‘ossessed many valuable gifts in abundance, In him was

ey }'el fpeastern and western cultures though his liberal outlook was

found theresrlytml};j(sifl‘ohis outward orthodox appearance. Sri Ranganatha Iyengar
not appa



Upadhyaya Sangha Kurya
Sri S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer, M. A,

Praveena
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then referred to his sympathy for the sufferings of teachers in the lower ranks and
cxpressed the hope that Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer would continue his service for the
cause of teachers.

Prof. K. A. Nilakanta Sasiri unveiling the porirait said that he considered it a
great honour to associate himself with the function. Though he was not a pupil
or a colleague of Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer, he had often met him in educational
‘gatherings.  Recalling his work, in various educational institutions Sri Nilakanta
Sastri said that in one capacily or another Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer taught for ten
‘years at Trivandrum. The first three years were spent in a school and the rest
"in the great College of Arts. During the five following years, he was the Principal
of the Municipal College, Salem. It was on his way from Trivandrum to Salem that
»8ri Yegnanarayana Iyer was good enough to hali at Tinnevelly and meet the
speaker who was then working in the Hindu College as one of a number of people
“who had taken up work on somewhat special terms. From 1922 till the other day
when he retired, Prof. Yegnanarayana Iyer safely guided the English Work of the
Jargest of our own Colleges if he might say so.

‘L:;i;\,',}.}:,Sri Yegn'a'narayana Iyer’s association with teachers’ organisation was creditable.
From 1917, he had been a member of the South India Teachers’ Union, and for
*“ffeen years he served on the Guild Council of the Madras Teachers’ Guild. For
a period of sixteen years he was president of the South India Teachers’ Union. He
1a]d down office in May 1940 and the teachers suitably honoured him by conferring
on him the title of Upadhyaya Sangha Karya Praveena. The word ‘ Praveena’ con-
noted efficiency and everybody would agree that Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer was ex~
xmly efficient in the work to which he was wedded in life.

~The journal of the South India Teachers’ Union owed a great deal to Sri Yegna-
nagayana Iyer. Speaking about the South India Teachers’ Union Protection Fund,
the speaker said that he remembered well the time when the idea of the Teachers’
Protection Fund was started. He would not go into details, but he thought he was

~righ?,i"r‘1' saying that the strong business basis of the Fund was due not a little to
the energy, foresight and application of Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer.

' *In the sphere of Co-operation Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer was almost a household

word. Co-operative societies of one kind and another, consumer’s and credit had
‘depended on him. As a member of the Madras University he was a shrewd and
fitting critic of University administration. His questions had \gg_}bg‘Ai_handled with
some care. Everybody would be glad to know that Sri Yegnanarayana Tyer was
still having opportunities of giving the benefit of his great experience to the proper
conduct of cducational institutions. ‘One of the strongest points of Sri Yegna-
narayana Iyer’ continued Prof. Sastri, ‘is that he is very sober. He is a teacher
first, but he is not so much of a teacher as to be unable to see that there may be
another point of view to questions that are agitating our minds.” The success of
the South India Teachers’ Union was due to the fact that Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer
was able to ‘size up’ the situation, that was a great gift in a leader. He thought
that it was to that quality in Sri Yegnanarayana Iyer’s leadership that the teachers
of the Presidency owed the measure of success which they had achieved so far.
He did not say that everything had been done. Far from it. He only said that
it was necessary {o bear in mind some of the qualities that guided a successful
_Jeader. The conducting of teachers’ associaticns was not altogether a very easy
job. He did not blame the teachers, but he wished to state that Sri Yegnanarayana

Tyer’s exlveme suavity must have been very useful to him. That he should have

icas R
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been able to abolish the distinction between College teachers and elementary school
teachers, be'tween the Anflhra Desa and the Tamil Nadu, was, the speaker thought
a grefat achievement of which teachers must be proud. Concluding, Prof Ni]ak"mtz;
Ea;trx cc()ingratulated the teachers on having secured the services of an.artist ;vho
ad produced so fine a portrait of Sri Yeuns

: ghanarayana Iyer
priveleged to unveil. Yer as the one he e

Sri 8. T. Ramanuja Iyengar, Joint Secretary of the South India Teachers’ Unij
speaking in Tamil proposed a vote of thanks to Prof. Nilakanta Sastri for h vine
be.en kind enough to unveil the portrait. He also thanked the authoritie ?Vigg
Hindu High School, Triplicane for lending the hall for the function, s e

The following Donations Was received towards the Portrait account,

1. Chittoor Districet Teachers’ Guild IT;S.OA';.
2. Tirunelveli Dist. Teachers’ Guild 780
3. South Arcot Dist. Teachers’ Guild 500
4. Kurnool Dist. Teachers’ Guild 500
5. Salem Dist, Teﬁchers' Guild .. 1500
6. South Canara Dist. Teachers’ Guild 10 00
7. Madras Dist. Teachers’ Guild ) 15 0 0
8. S. I. T. U. Protection Fund ) 15 0 0
9. Anantapur Digt. Teachers’ Guild . 100
10. Allur R. K. Middle School Teachers’ Association 100

Total .. 81 8 0

THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS’ UNION EXECUTIVE BOARD
Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting held on Saturday the 13th, 1940, at 8 a.m.

1. The following members were present :—
Sri M. S. Sabhesan, (President) ; Sri T. P. Sreenivasa Varadan (Secretary) ;
Sri S. T. Ramanuja Iyengar, (Jt. Secretary) ; Sri S. Natarajan, (Madras) ; Sri C.
Ranganatha Iyengar, (Anantapur) ; Sri K. S. Chengalroya Iyer, (Salem) ; Sri N.
Kalyana Rama Iyer, (Tanjore) ; Sri S. Ramachandra Iyer, (Mangalore) ; Sri M. S.
Kotiswaran, (North Arcot) ; Sri V. Sreenivasan, (Secretary, S.I.T.U. Fund) ; Sri
V. Jaya Rama Iyer, (South Arcot) ; Sri Narayana Servai, (Ramnad).

1. The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

2. The following members were co-opted to the Executive Board to represent
the districts noted against each:—

Sri A. Suryanarayana Murthi, Anakapalli.

Vizagapatam

E. Godavari .. » Satchidanandam, Cocanada.
Kistna » P. V. Gangaraju, Chellapalli.
Bellary Rev. E. D. Martin, Bellary.
Nellore .. Sri M. Seshacharlu, Allur.

W. Godavari .. » M. Samuel, Bhimavaram.
Cuddapah .. » Elisah.

3. The following members were elected to the Working Committee for 1940-41.
1. Sri S. Ramachandra Iyer, 2. K. S. Chengalroya Iyer, 3. C. Ranguanatha Iyengar,
4, Sri N. Kalyana Rama Iyer, and 5. V. Jayarama Iyer.

4. Resolved to celebrate the Education Week as usual after Dasara in October
1940. Resolved that a sum not exceeding Rs. 50 be spent from the Union Funds.
It was also resolved to request the guilds to officially contribute Rs. 3 each for the

same.

Topics suggested :
1. Educational Reconstruction.

2. Education for peace.

5. The Secretary made a statement and said that he had already communi-
cated the resolutions passed at the Provincial Educational Conference to the authori-

ties concerned.
He suggested that Sri R. Mahadevan who supplied the Union with a report of

the proceedings of the Provincial Educational Conference be paid Rs. 10. The Board
resolved that Sri R. Mahadevan be paid Rs. 10 from the Union Funds under con-
tingencies. He also stated that he had communicated the decision of the Workers’
meeting to the guilds. The chief points are: 1. The‘ guild secretar-ies are requested
{o get from their respective associations all partxcu'lars regarding membership,
strength and affiiation fee in time. 2. To communicate to the office all parti-
culars re: their Conferences and to avail themselves of the services of the Execu-
tive Board members for Propaganda, and 3. To request the Executive Board mem-

bers to interest themselves in the work of the Union.
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6. The Journal Secretary presented (he Balance Sheets prepared by Mr. V.
Srinivasan, till 30th June 1940. Resolved that the Secretary be authorised to {ake
further action in conneetion with the registration of the Co-op. Pub. House and

to incur the necessary expenditure in order to place them before the Depart-~
ment.

7. In the absence of the Treasurer, a statement by him was read out hy Sri
S. Natarajan. It was resolved that Mr. K. V. Sivaraman be confirmed as clerk

with effect from the 1st August 1940 and that he be paid Rs. 27 per month from
that date on the grade Rs. 25—2-—-Rs. 35.

8. Resolved that the Accounts of the Union be operated as follows :

1. S. I. T. Union .. Treasurer and Secretary.
2. Journals

I4

Treasurer and Journal Secretary.

9. Resolved that Mr. M. S. Sabhesan, Pre
of the journals, South Indian Teacher and Balar
be the publisher on behalf of the Union.

sident of the Union, he the editor
Kalvi and that he be requested to

10. The Secretary read out the letter of Mr. N. D. Varadachariar. Mr. M. 8.
Kotiswaran suggested the following: The Executi
idea contained in the letter of Sri N . D. Varad

achaviar in regard to the need for
military training. The resolution was put to vot

e and was carried by a majority.

-11. The letters received from the Joint Secretary,
were read out. In this connection the note of the pr
{rom the Convener, Mr. E. N. Subr
by the Secretary,

Sri S. T. Ramanuja Iycengar
esident was read. The letter
amaniam, of the Vigilance Committee was read

At this time the meeting was adjourned to 2 o'clock the same evening.

The adjourned meeting of the Executive Board was h

: eld at 2 p.m. with the
President of the Union in the chair.

All the members that were present in the

morning were present excepi Messrs
N. Kalyanarama Iyer of Tanjore and S. Rama

chandra Iyer of Mangalore.

Sri V. Jayarama Iyer resigned his membe
The Board accepted the resignation,
V. Jayarama Iyer and seconded by
nomination, Sri M. S. Kotiswaran wa
ing Committee.

rship of the Working Committee.
. Sri M. S. Kotiswaran was proposed by Sri
Sri V. Srinivasan. As there was no other
s declared elected as a member of the Work-

The President read Sri §. 7. Ramanuja Iyengar’s latest letior to the President
re: President’s note about the functions of office-bearers. The Board approved of
the suggestions contained in the President’s note re: the functions of Oflice-bearers.

The Board considered the letter of

solved to inform the Convener, Vigilance Committee that he would be officially
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Resolved o r h memora dl,l 1 on hlelllelltaly Educatlon to the W Olkul
efer the emoran 1T g

Resolved to request the guilds to have their representatives on the Executive
esolv ; ;
Board on the managing committee of the District Guilds.

Programme of Work for the Year:-— | )
After considerable discussion the Board decided to request the guilds to study
the following problems during the year: | |
1. The adoption of the mother tongue as the medium of instruction in
schools.

Vocational courses to be introduced in the reorganise§ s.cheme of Second-
ary Education, with particular reference to each District.

[a%]

3. Reorganisation of Secondary Education.

4. Higher Elementary Schools.

(Sd.) T. P. S. VARADHAN,
Secretary.

(sd.) M. S. SABHESAN,
President.

WORKING COMMITTEE
40
Minutes of the Working Committee Meeting held at 8 a.m. on 14th July 19

1. The following members were present : —

i ivasavaradan, Sri S. T. Ramanuja

i . Sabhesan, Sri T. P. Sreemva's. : manuia

SgriNifl SBhLivarahamurthi Rao, Sri V. Srinivasan, Sri M. S. Kotiswaran
ar, . . .
IS):;ngd Ranganatha Iyengar, Sri K. S. Chengalroya lyer

i d.
2. Minutes of the last meeting were read and recorde

. . C
3. Electlon 0' Jour nal Sec') etar 1[--—811 Iﬂ- S. I(Otlswalan pIOPOSed and Sll .
o Iy gar SECOHded that Sll S. Natala]an be eleCted IOUlllal SeCJ.etaIy.
Rdllg l“atha en
AS th(}re was no Oth(:‘l nommatlon, he was deClared elected.

title.—Resolved to authorise the Secretary to prepare a

4. Confernment of and the Government when

document following the lines followed by the University,
titles are conferred.

i repared by
5. Memorandum on Elementery Education.—The memorandum prep

-committee was approved. | )
e nagement of the South India Teachers

6. Resolved to request the Board of Ma T on of abstract of monthly finan-

Union Protection Fund to arrange for the pu
cial statements.

cussion that members of the Working Committee

7. It was decided after dis urnals and the Pro-

hould do propaganda work on behalf of the Union and thg jo
s

tection Fund.
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In this connection the following regional allotments were made:—
The President and the Sccretary.
Treasurer and Sri V. Srinivasan.

Sri C. Ranganatha Iyengar with Sri
K. N. Pasupathi.
Sri M. S. Kotiswaran and Svi K. S.

1. Andhra Coastal districts
2. Chinglepet District
3. Ceded Districts

4. North Arcot, Salem, Chit-

toor, Coimbatore, and Nilgiris
: on the Executive Bourd of the res-

pective guilds,
Sri N. Kalyanarama Iyer with Sri
V. Jayarama Iyer.

Sri 5. T. Ramanuja Iyengar with
members on the Executive Board

of the respective guilds.
Sri S. Ramachandra Iyer.

5. Tanjore and South Arcot

6. Madura, Trichinopoly,
Ramnad Tinnevelly and Malabar

7. South Kanara

T. P. 8. VARADHAN,

M. S. SABHESAN,
Secretary.

President.

REORGANISATION OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
(Continued from page 280.)

as clerks throughout life: (2) that in certain special services promo-
tions are made from clerkships to selected higher posts and that a higher
qualification is, therefore, essential. As regards (1) even now most
persons recruited as lower division clerks have to remain as such till re-
tirement. In exceptional cases of merit rules may provide for promc-
tions. As regards (2) an exception may be made in regard to services
where recruitment is made from clerkships to higher selected posts.  Ex-
amples of such_ clerkships arc those in the Revenue Department from
which recruitment is made to Deputy Tahsildars and others and those in
the Secretariat. These may be continued to be recruited partially from
among graduates, if necessary by means of a separate examination.

Chengalroya Iyer with the members

. journey to see Kandy in Ceylon.

A TRAVEL LETTER

On Board

S.S. Nitta Maru
Nearing Honolulu

25th May 1940.

Dear Friends,

Day by day as we are nearing American waters, our thoughts turn back to
the folks in India. Until now this trip has been a most interesting one. There
are some who might like to hear something of the trip.

Farewells in India were very difficult. The Madras Mail in its reporting did
justice to the many events which led up to our departure on furlough after another
7Y5 years in India, the end of 1615 years service for India. The last farewell on
the Ambur station platform with all the missionary friends, the school friends, the
civilian friends, was like pulling heart strings. And friends were at the various
stations, Mailpatti, Katpadi, Walajah, etc., to say farewell.

At Madras we were met by Mr. S. Natarajan of the S.I.T.U., and Mr.
Govindarajan of the Physical Education Association besides teachers and
students of Ambur. It was indeed pleasant to be able to have tea with the
friends of the Union in their new building, the first chance I had had to visit it.
And as we left Madras that night though the number of friends were few, they
were representative: —Dr. Andrews for Government and Physical Education Asso-
ciation, a friend of civilian Madras, Mr. Balraj of our High School staff and a
student of the school.

It was our good fortune to spend a few days in the coolth of the Kodaikanal, a trip
made to get our three children studying there packed and prepared for the trip
to America. Studying schedules had to be fixed up with their teachers as they
would have to study on the boat in order not to lose time on eniering school in
America. So with a final farewell to the friends there we were off on the train

for Colombo.

At Madura station we were joined by Rev. and Mrs. Ed. Nolting of the
American College also going on leave.

Dhanushkodi with a threatening sky was left behind. Talaimanar received
us with a light sprinkle. At 4-30 the next morning my son Milton and I broke
It was a beautiful trip on the railway. Kandy
is not high in altitude, but at iimes beauty heyond description meets the eye.
What a glorious sight to look down from the high train to the fertile fields and
mountains below! And mindful of the fact that Ceylon is careful about the
health of its people it was necessary for us fo report our presence at once to the
Health Officer.

Historically, this old capital city of Ceylon has much to offer, and much we
saw. The Botanical Garden also showed forth its beauty. All in all it reminded
me of a combination of the hills of Kodaikanal, the tropical growth of Travan-
core, and the people of Burma. But the visit was a disappointment. So much
to see in so short a time; so many pictures one would like to have taken that

one was confused; but what a wonderful lasting impression !
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Thirty six hours in Colombo offered just enough time to make fin

al prepara-
tions for the journey, put tickets

and Visas in order and catch the boat.

India was now left behind. The journey to the hoat reminded us of all
the happy times in Madras; through Trichy I got out at 3-30 in the morning {o
remember my last lecture there and the excursion two months hefore made
pleasant through the help of friend S. T. Ramanujan ; happy memories of good
times in Kodaikanal. The only joy that could result from all these farewells and

remembrances was that we hope to meet all again and relive many of the happy
stenes again.

But on to the trip. The Pacific crossing had been planned 5 years before in
contrast to our three Atlantic crossings. It was to give us a birds-eye-view of
new territories; it was to give us a chance to visit mission fields and relatives
in China; it was to give us a chance to visit the vast west of our
where we had never been. However, since original plans were mad
two Japanese steamers, two wars had broken.
meant that the visit with relatives in China was
the interior. It meant that with the outbreak of
the India side could not be depended upon.
Liner, Conte Rosa, at Colombo.

own country
e to cross on
The unfortunate China “Incident’
out as our work was pushed to
World War II Jap steamers on
Cotsequently we boarded the Ttalian

This was a fine large ship of 16,000 tons with every comfort possible in 1st
and 2nd class. Such comforts were not to be found in cro

in the interest of economy we decided to travel.
flowing with refugees of Central Europe. There were many more than 300 where
less than 300 should have been. With fow exceptions all of the people were running
away from Hitler, and indeed, glad to be free though poor. Limited deck space,
limited lounge accommodation, double shifts at meal times ; overworked crew : all
these did not make for much comfort. We were consoled in the idea that there
would be but ten days with 2 stops in

between.

We covered about 400 miles a day. The weather was as one might desire save
for a day or two of rocking due to great swells rather than rough weather. Clocks
were set ahead 30 minutes a day as we were opposing the sun., There were daily
lessons with the children in their school work. There were the conversations
with the refugees. Some, a few spoke English. Nearly all of them were studying

English, French, other languages and aids to employment such as short-hand.
My own knowledge of German made it possible to carry on many interesting con-
versations and get much information.

Here were people from Germany, Austria,
Poland, Danzig, Czecho-Slovakia. Some had been on concentration cam
2 to 5 years for reasons unkhown to them, pitiable sights indeed. With property
and business confiscated in their homeland, they were able to buy passage and
take a little money out of the country with the help of friends in America and
elsewhere at 8 times the normal exchange in Germany, the other 7 parts going to
the Government in Germany, Th

e crime of which many were guilly was to have
had a Jewish Grandfather or Grandmother, whereas these refugees in many c
were second generation Christians. Some were as godless as the new G
State. Few were orthodox Jews. Almost without exception they were bound for
Shangai where there are no passport restrictions and where thousands have gone
before. A doctor of engineering, a doctor of law, and many others of high education
were among the number of unfortunates.

Preparations to get off and
found Mr. Ramanathan,

wded Economic Class where
This class was filled 1o over-

ps from

ases
erman

visit Singapore gave us a pleasant surprise. We

ex-minister of Information in the recent Congress Cabinet
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¥ L to visit that
i . of the Japanese Government .

e s at with us, a guest of ¢ et
was o e Ziﬁorﬁ?: grounds. It had been our good fort}Jne tofbﬁcorrix:gf‘?sen
Co'untry Orfl{' anathan in India already. So a breath of India was follow .
T y when compared with Madras. Modern, bup;t}lq—

describe this
i jecti help only to a degree to v
ressive ; these adjectives o o i
dare Cle:trxl',e pr(;‘grom he;c a visit to the State of Johore took u; gastﬂ tta}:t;s nless
8121:;: eand i)ineapple plantations into one of the most glk(l).dern it iecn:e fes of the
iy as quickly. is exper
ain fell but passed away as ¢ ~ < o e
- dH\&er::ya rdaily affair at once gave the key to the wonderful ‘gxsc:nnclczzi on
1931? ouniry about. And in this port as later on in Honk I?ong, ,}:nés C; i
;){f li ev:r:e were surprised to find the large number of north India mercha
obe
ing on important business. -
* Though stepping off the boat in Manila meant that we once more; dthfng 2
o i fl it was not an eas
] tection of the American flag, asy t o
T Ignloyte : \:ilfy p:tzii’i health rules it took 5 hours to pass ?L%d“gmgzp{:;,
o r einsoection. But once tied up we were .gree'ted by 'a]d“:i;]ar’ apan
PaSSP‘;r Cll:a lain of the U. S. Air Force base in .Nxchols Fie e
?‘;hrog}fri’t waspa Sunday he was fble to meet us in th c;r, shofw1 t;‘sA ntc he e
o t to his home for .

i ination in the Islands, and take us ou . ‘
Spaneh domll:)in:sn India. Manila, was modern and thoroughly Ameu;an ;nm etlii:i
"o hOt’Bast save from the nationals of the island, I heard none of 1t3 T'tical ot
W?ysc.l ’ufavour of the United States remaining in _the Islands. 21w e
fnertils ;211 of the nationals and expense to the American hvaerrtlmertl e e
o i i f Holland had not yet ta
res nting to fall out, The invasion o L not e
lelisons f:m;av:]ri ingManiIa No doubt the presence of America in the Islands &

en w . bt . ‘
&is time will help to stabilize conditions-in these eastern waters -

o) proach to Hong Kong a few days later was in the very carly mor;nit;l il

Sy in si Jose in on us on

i i ht the land began to ¢ :
thing of a city was in sig . n e
B'efore;;in )},1 moguntains rose up on the shores; and those placxfi waters in t}fx.ehlm s
Slfdetil gsurrounding;s reminded one of some of the beautiful lakes wﬁx;:ed b;hc
o _esihe Swiss mountains. It was not long, however before you fn.o ced th
S'eg mf the mountains concealing the fortifications for which Hong Kong is fa .
side o

Singapore is truly a great cit,

soon we had passed the narrows, well guarded, and got into the~m1t<.isc§ (:f t};

hustT: Oand bustle of the busy inner harbour. By tht‘e:1 F:;lli weir uvsvtelteha:emorimg
- i mean drizzle. ‘

the pict ¥ peen blo:énwg cf\?;?o;rsldoﬁ:;ew‘ﬁzhamade it necessary to examine all
thel‘e..had beer aas examined never before, though Hong Kong is called a free
e baggageh tobacco and scents were asked for, when the things were opened
port: A‘nd thoui;necl more interested in the personal papers of the passengers.
glzdgﬁ?;al:hesrie was some suspicion about some of our passengers.

i ot located at a hotel for in this port we
e I‘ilva:ov:z:)StteaC}{ebfolx;Zc;zii ?iner. Among friends who met us‘ at the
left the Comié iofs of one of our missionaries who has had to move with our
boat‘ was the wthean a2 thousand miles inland due to the Japs who took Hankow.
Seminaty m(t)}:et formerly we had hoped to go into Hankow and later mee.t :jt boat
iy that. aOne of the three days in port we visited with our 3 m1ssmnary
n Sl?anghal. awaiting opportunity to get into the interior and back'to th‘elr
familios who. arte orary residence is on an island reached by boat, a trip Whlf)h
work.  Thelr eI;:tI:ur but now takes 2 hours because the whole harbour and .1ts
usually ;a::: iznmined’ Often have the people.of the island heard the explosion
surroundi .

5
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of the mines which have let loose from the bottom of the sea in
to shut off automatically and explode on the sides of the rocky shore. Many
have been shaken in their beds. We have pictures and a piece of shrapnel from
one mine that floated in, was seen by some of the "‘American boys of the islund,
opened and examined before any authorities were aware of what happened.  Little
did these boys know what their danger was.

a storm, failed

After the necessary alien registration, shopping, converting of tickets and
money for the Pacific crossing, we boarded the S. S. Nitta Maru, a Jap stcamer
of the N. Y. K. service on her maiden voyage to America., Originally built for
.the European service these people have thought better to save the boat than risk
1t to the mines of European waters where they recently lost one of their best bhoats
on the shores of England. This hoat is also slightly over 16,000 tons with appoint-
ments even more beautiful than the Conte Rosso. Here we have the opportunity
to travel second class with the comfort which one requires on a 20 or 22 day ocean
trip.

Shanghai was reached soon after Hong Kong.
and lament over the great destruction apparent on both shores of the water way
into Shanghai. This is where the Japs made th&r entry into China at the time of
the incident, bombing the country by aero plane and battle ship.
that they landed their troops to enter China.

One could not help bu notice

Here it was

Since this vessel was on its maiden voyage
This was possible in Shanghai us we tied up at
buoy in Hong Kong. It was Sunday afternoon and our first attempt was to reach
one of our missionaries who was waiting {ransportation to Hankow, held up at
present with a daughter in the isolation hospital of Shanghai. We located him
later in the evening and had a pleasani stay with them, looking over the great
city of the East which in many respecls reminds one of New York City. But may
New York City never have building after building blown up by bombs as we saw

them in whole sections of Shanghai. As for city life it was a forclaste of what we
would soon see in America.

a rousing welcome was given her,
a pler. She had been ticd up at a

The matter of currency in these cities is of interest a present, especially since
the foreign traveller is able to get many things very cheaply . Money in Honk Kong,
Shanghai, and Japan at present is very cheap, and bought with Amecrican dollars
makes shopping very cheap. Of all these the most remarkable is the Jap Yen.
In Hong Kong the exchange was 111% for a dollar. In Shanghai it wag 1615,
And the official rate in Japan is 4 to a dollar. No one is able {o give a satisfaclory
explanation for it all. Americans in Japan have been known to go lo Shanghai
by steamer, cash an American draft, purchase all supplies on the depreciated
Shanghai dollar, take back to Japan the amount of Yen permitted on their persons
and money orders, return to Japan with their goods and have more money left
in Yen than they started with in dollars although they had spent money for the trip
and their purchases. .

With the 400 Yen permitted for ac
on Kobe where a rousing welcome was
the newspaper business from America
denomination are forbidden eniry or
The reason is that these notes are oo

ouple we too went to Japan and tied up
given the arrival of our boal. Friends in
met us at the hoat. Notos of Yen 100

exit though legal tender in the country,

I was informed
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i as a set of dishes for use in A.menca.
The interest o Mrs;ﬂl\f{ lllgétplizcz{sosiswﬁnally found neatly decoratedhthh %ﬁﬁ
ek f?r 12 people, rtle?m\vv The cost was Yen 120. By normal exc anlie hat
which 1 e gbe t Pq' 90. At the Shanghai exchange the cost wvnu c e
o hbeel\lN:s O;s \22 . And it is at this exchange that most of the peop
bheen, or rather was, .22, A

on the boat bought their wares in Jz.\pan. { el 1o took place whon our
[ interesting poinis o oult our

One of e . tlwn ewith them in their little Japanese home bfeltween K.ust

ke N s little home, in regular Jap style, newly built, roomW]h

. sliding mat doors, soft mat cushion floors. en

d as if we were in fairyland in a doll house.

friends !
and Osaka. It was a tin :
large enough to turn around in,
> i orning it seeme :
o business in Japan is thriving, trains are all filled. Btl}llt tl;:::;
o er i trains so the
t cannot build more
it all. The Governmen ' > the ones
are veasons ot dll ’ Besides, the people do not trust their money amy"11 kginds »
they have mu%t % oooi tim’e while it lasts. Others a're.buymg l:}}: a Hnds o
many are hav“.lgkatsg so that when the crash comes, if {t 'does,b uetaythe | bave
gadgets and tél“teer for useful g}pds. People are cor}rll'plammlf ? orummmed - i
something to 8 i hi and getting nothing. is
' g e ine i cuse. They want no
which ey o f China if they only had an excuse. T n
. . L. ] o be
they woud gadly git}?tut:v?sn use the Dutch East Indies 51tua’c111cmk'mc1 01:::: :;;ed.
. : ;
more of 1 Thgy r:tf in Japan are tasteless; substitutes of1 ; .rf1risC ere us hé
rid of C};m'a' a::()ened as is also the match box. V;’h(;e.n Ihtorenr:::;ked i that he
sugar 15 b i n when he was in India he ‘ ¥ '
s looking yather 'ih;nne;t ﬂ;;‘ the food; and how he longed far another trip
e d the food thoroughly. '
ched Yokohama where we were given
atisfied to make an excursion
ur own party we were s ' ;
e ftOr I‘)ide on fast electric cars. In three hol}llrs1 a .ftrle?:Z
nute ! o
ho saw we needed help, showed.us the whole d} )
e s ( in a way in which no guide could have done it.
o al Palace, where every Jap returning 'to Japan
where all soldiers going to or re{urnlnghfrom
- ‘ re there ;
“tion to bow, as we saw them do wh'en we were rere
o ine sylynbolising the religious belief 1of the t;;eop o of
1 rshi tionalism rather
iri 'shi d a worship of na
Y is a spirit worship an e hemn was alto
Jap an; Whellel mc?;fcd religion, the relation beﬂtween Gde argl!emBuddhism s a0
o i usuad}c]lh'st temple, 3 relglon e dlﬂerenF ;orr: there is mutual worship
the sreat B l -oportion of the people of Japan, in f':tc e ttahen
claiming a great E:il plrines of Japan; there is the'shrn?e. t? S e heeaues
in the temple an1 ?1who is worshipped, rather his spirit is we.dai;;y e
o e B first class nation. At this place peopl}tle cotn}llr Sai ,com e
he xaised Jape® t‘;} as ivits to their particular prayer an;l tt : en1 oo oy
hands,to arousteh t Za}? is distributed to the poor. On. ;s 1;}7:1 days when thrones
o el < no: get near o the E1oct e o I‘:Vhlc ou will see coins on the
e cantheir money 50 that 108y o ei}e; ytop part of the building,
peaple o ins stuck in the rafters and all over the fop part of e DAt o
i 30 rO?lf{ C(ln sce the bullding & ut o1 mﬁ:;ks tw t;row things as learned
and you W 2% i the power of the Jap to
¢ at tribute to \ . o ke we
doors. Truy ¢ gS;ll which is the national sport in Jap-?g- m; e paent
in Americe® ba'Se skating rink, beautiful government buildings,
gaw an indoor ice

In spite of war,

was no longer n the
through India where we had enjoye

After a rousing farewell in Kobe we rea

a rousing welcome. :
to sce Tokyo, a 30 mi
Japanes : !
taxi cab, explaining things t ; ;
Here were the grounds of the mpe‘
comes first to bow before the gate;

the war com ! :
‘here was a great Shinto Shr
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stores the like of which can be found only in America. Mind you, huildings arc
not more that so high, 8 storeys as a rule ; this for two reasons, the frequent earth-
quakes, the fact that no one may be higher than the Emperor whose palace is
higher than all these buildings.

Tokyo is now the 3rd largest city in the world, 20 by 12 miles large, and in
this vast cily is one of the most rustic and beautiful parks I have cver seen.

But the next day srrives and we must leave Japan. This boat is the pride of
Japan and one of 3, the 2 others to follow soon. And hundreds of school children
are marching to the boat to see it before it sails. They are here for that, but
not for that only for aboard this beauiful hoat is a Mexican Economic delegation
which has been a guest of the Government of Japan for a month, dined and wined,
and what else. Their mission was put to me as follows :—Japan wants to exchange
her fish for Mexico’s oil, but Mexico does not want fish and Japan cannot get
American dollars.  Surely if Japan could get oil a months visit would be cheap,
what with all the flattering send-off and a school children singing which they
threw into the bargain. It was a rousing send-.oﬁ.

Though we left Japan.last Saturday we have been a week and a day on the
trip, and today is only saturday. We passed the meridian of Thursday so we had
2 Thursdays this week. If you will remember your geography you will know

how this happened. The captain has given each of us a certificate granting an
extra day of life.

On one night this week all of the Americans of India put on Indian clothes
and had a pleasant evening singing songs in the tongues of India and playing
records of India on the gramaphone. On another night we all sat on deck and
ate a Japanese Sukiyaki, dinuer which is prepared before you as you eat. This is
a national institution in Japan, supposed to have come from the old Japanese
labourers who cooked their meals on the plough-share ; that is what Sukiyaki means.

In token of our arrival in Honololu tomorrow morning at sunrise, we will have
an Al.oha dinner. A number of our passengers in second class gifted in playing
and singing will give a concert in first class after that.

Pleasant weather throughout has made it possible to play deck games and
enjoy the cold weather which we never get in India. The food is excellent with'
a French Chef teaching the kitchen how to prepare new dishes all the time. FHe
is the only person on the staff of the boat who is not a Japanese. ‘

In the midst of all these nice things we are constantly reminded of the Jap
reputation to put things together cheaply. Bulbs burn out quickly, water systems
get out of order, things do not work or fit properly, with a shut down of the
engines one day it was reported unofficially that there was a defect in the engines.

Having come so far we expect to get through the last week to San Francisco with-~
out trouble.

We will be happy, however, to get to San Francisco for the international situa-
tion is not bright. Since we left India many nations have been invaded Japan
insists America wants to fight her, Germany today is pushing towards t}'m sea
Being on the sea these days causes many anxieties. But when we do reac};
AmeriAca safe and sound I may be able to bring this travel letter to a close. Until
that time, my salaams to all friends and kindest greetings to you all.

(8d.) REV. MILTON G. KUOLT.

THE AMBASAMUDRAM CONFERENCE—SOME REFLECTIONS

DELEGATION

Ambasamudram invited and there was response. But representation seemed to
be territorially more extended than numerically large. Delegaies from such far »of’f
places as Nellore, Chiitor and Mangalore attended. But district-war delegau.on
was neither complete nor strong. While delegates did not come from certain dis-
tricts, those which had sent their delegation, had their representatives drawn [rom
one or two centres. To ensure full representation which alone can secure to our
conference proceedings the weighty authority that they should command, it should
be made an article of affiliation that each district should send at least ten dele-~

gates.
VENUE

The first impression is that pf the venue of the Conference. .The choice of
Ambasamudram was unexceptionable. The river was a daily attra.ctlon. tc one and
all. The town had a rural aspect in its quietnes's and absence of diversions. More
than all these, the Lodge, the Board and the Conteren?'e were all comfortably housed
in one compound the Thirthapathi High School. This naturally ?(ept the delega'tes
together all the days, promoting the much-looked-fm.'ward—lo social contacti leading
to the deepening of old acquaintances and the founding of new ones. Besldes,. th.e
simplicity of the place and the solitude of the schc'ml sufficiently remote as it is
from town, lent the gathering the fricndly and active as?ect of the r.etreat of a
group of missionary workers. It is devoutly, therefore, wished that future venues

will be fixed up in such places.

CONFERENCE: BOARD AND ACCOMMODATION

. 3 make an impression is the arrangemenis

The next featuve of fhe Confe‘enc';ht: {oremost arepthree aspects which in the
boarding and Conference Hall. Lodging was
th i i i the Boarding was open to criticism. The

perfoct Wlth' “ eif}lellc 1{1%;25 .1'ur? lJrlrtlade it impersonal and brought in much dis-
contr.act b ond legates at least in the direction of rates and qualities of the
appointmen: ~t0‘ tehisg given up in future. Direct arrangements may prove more
. 'B:lttz:ldlssatisfuctory. If need be, a registration fee of annas four may be
A ith the delegation fees. A day’s rate may be one rupee for the
anded along Wi stered it should never exceed 12 annas. There may be
i ides _hospitability as well. Breakfast or lunch

offected a 1"e f;rm l: ;:je;?e:noihr:e:i]r?ner iight, ﬂ};e night meal must be sihple.
ShOUISI.b; hlgnﬁeflrt] is the Hall. Ambasamudram followed Tanjore but wex}t one
1’1)‘(}:361' l;‘/ithe its oriental mode of seating arrangement and occidental device of

megaphone and loud speakers.

made by the Reception Comunitlee.
order of experience are lodging,

meal.

dem ‘
unregistered but for the regi

CONFERENCE DISCUSSIONS
SUBJECT COMMITTEE AND OPEN CONFERENCE

ression is in regard to the Conference discussions. These

The third imp Resolutions naturally

divide themselves into two parts, resolutions and papers.
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claim mox'e attention and Ambasamudram was no exception. The list of draf
resolutions made it appear that the Subjects Commiliee would haveh tood fﬂt
only one short session, but to keep up the tradition, luckily there came in : e«»‘ote
number of urgent resolutions necessitating a second session in the 111r'l}1t ! ?(‘m'd
apart, the year's Subject Commitice meeting was remarkable fvorr th(’:l. -“”S
interest the president evinced in the Subjects’ Commitiee discussions, : 'pf'r(;oga}
C. .Rajagopalachariar. Many were his valuable suggestions. One 1t ,lel"s‘tu-i a
go into record. He laid down at the outset the wholesome princ(iplo ‘t\h -*1“'““1
resolution should be sponsored at the open Conference by a rr\pres(mtv)t' w eueh
association that had given notice of it. Pity it is that one me;nber—t ('ILVC o
ill-considered exception to this principle. But luckily the other mem(l;() --a "'i‘thcr
see eye to eye with him and the suggestion was accepted. One morilb ;lild 1-101
that was induced by the discussions was that members should only ‘F( cction
points to be urged for or against in brief and not deal at length with :;1 . fl\(.‘
the Subjects Committee discussions. Following this procedure, the ém du.!‘mg
could finish up its business within the scheduled time, howeve; long ‘;mmltt(?o
lis.f may be. At the open conference, the discussion on resolutions W'h' ““‘ (?l‘a“
brief and to the point. The fact that there was no notice of any an;"nddh ‘L»(“"C’E'“y
conference and that there were no other than the listed speakers b;oun;:m e
thoroughness of the work of the Subjects Committee and the reasonib;eou{ the
the argument advanced by the listed speakers. The other part of the Cm?t\es‘s of
work was the papers. In this connection, I have to remind- the retlder -] L;CHCC
suggestion of Sri C. Rajagopalachariar, at Tanjore, that talking sho‘uld \} o e
ferred to reading and that every talk should be invariably followedl hy dis > [.n“e-
This ideal suggestion was more honoured in its breach almost com {t( 115011.351011-
matter of discussion and with one or two exceptions in regard to pa pe:vc yFm e
the delegates were kept in the dark till the time set apart for papfro a'm.s 1 “Tll}lrer
the papers were about. I wish the practice started at Chidambarmn”w;ﬁd 10 W “'1
at Madras of calling for papers on a certain subject and printinfhth LVXI"/C(~
Fareful editing, in booklets, be systematically follow‘ed year after e):"ﬂ‘ 'GT ;(lltel
}ts being left to the sweet will and pleasure of each Reception Com}r’ni‘ﬂeem: ez o
1F pleased. However, even this year, the Tanjore Conference Presidents’ (: tf(:
:on ;vs;s :xd'herte: to in r};egard to the discussion on Elementary Eiducai.ion. uAV‘:I(‘\}:
ne defect in this was that there was overlapping y Y :

;ame point'by more than one speaker. Hers,p to%o, "fml9:::::;;“1‘:““:2“?;““]t}‘:‘f
! ;::1 maIc_ilz (;nt;?sga;:ertlo c;:zeﬁ)i:lei up of I?eakers and distribution of points :nmon‘gs(t

. , e Wo g ither i :

in point of time taken up by speaker;l or n;r:yh::;otli)fi:i Zt:::;ngandyol'(::rspmpm‘“un

as

EXTRA CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES

" Tchesfe reflections would be incomplete if the other activities associated with
e Lonlerence are not passed in review. Let me group them all together and

name it as Extla COHfEIenCe IXCtlvltles- Ihey are the usua r-
ul Exlllbltlo“, EIHO

\

EXHIBITION ’

. Exllubition ‘this year was more an apologia. An Exhibition of the real edu-
:i }1?&2 educative type was got up at Madras in 1939. This can serve as a model
lon arrangements. Book-sellers’ collections sho i

: should be kept apart in sepa-
rate stalls, It is here only that textile or other goods from industrial conceins
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should be housed and not in the exhibition hall. An approach to the ideal can
he possible every year if only the various educational institutions do proceed
to carry on the work of rescarch basis and keep a record of the same. Let each
Exhibition Commitiee set about gathering up exhibits though few in number, but
annually include this as a part of its annual conferences. I hope it will be done.

ENTERTAINMENT

All the nights we had music. It could not be anything else in that musically
charged district. The delightful feature of it was that a lady delegate participated
in this arrangement. It would have been better if, instead of declamation, a play

had been got up.

EXCURSION

This year’s experience is nc new one. History repeated itsell. Conference
circulars spoke of excursion attractions in and around and made promise of
arrangement provided names were entered. Only this proviso had never all
these years been fulfilled. Apart from the pleasure derived, the historical sense
developed and the spivitual power obtained from these excurision trips, they have
2 social value all their own and for its realization, these trips should be unfailing-
ly organised as a part of the conference activities. Here I like to offer a tip that
this arrangement be left to the Geographical Association. Besides, these should
be made to precede or succeed the conference days. Then, alone the Conference
gathering will he twice benefitted, benefitting the proceedings and beuefitting itself.
Then alone the excursion would be lively and useful.

RECEPTION COMMITTEE

Lastly, a word has to be put in regard to the Reception Committee. The
President of the Tirunelveli Guild had to be in evidence all the days, the con-
ference being held in his place and he introduced a good social feature of bringing
the president of the Conference in personal contact with the delegates by intro-
ducing them to the president after the dinner. I wish he had with him one
moember of the Working Committee or a representative of each Guild to go along
with him. The introduction would have served its purpose in full in the
direction of giving the President not only the designation of each delegate but what
is more important, his special work and interest both on behalf of education and
the educationists’ organisation, the union. It is to be hoped that, this practice
will develop into a good social convention of the conference.

THE PRESIDENTS' CHIEF UTTERANCES

The S.I.T.U. should be really thankful to the President for leaving his

stamp on the conference with his intensely personal interest in the delegates and

discussions. More than this, his service in his presidential address with its
siress on the charter for Teachers is unparalleled alike in its sympathetic con-
ception and courageous utterances. Our debt of gratitude to him is indeed grealf.
Let us only {ry to repay it in making ourselves the most deserved for this
public recognition which the president had envisaged in his appeal for a charter.
A reference to one individuai worker, the General Secretary is needed'. It may be
invidious to single out one from the group who had singl?r and collectxvgly gxerted
themselves so untiringly all the days. But Mr. A. Srinivasaraghavan in his per=-
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vasive attention, cheerful look and promptness of service even to the exient of
attending on the indisposed among delegates, deserves a special word of praise

THE OTHERS

‘ It was a unique feature of Ambasamudram Conference that the chicf functiong
of (.);?e.ning, Welcoming and Presiding over the conference and declar; . ut)lr;b
Exhibition open were all performed by public men, really imbued with lmg fc»
the leachers and sincere interest in their uplift. They all deserve o . h'o . o
practical directions. Interest in Adult Education work, would, I ar . dnks'm
the Lord Bishop of Tirunelveli and the Chairman of Tuticori;'x Whn Slurs grat{fy
emphasis on this aspect of educational service.  The Lord B;shopo oflTuiie;:ﬂ

*orin

should ever remain in our grateful me i
: mory for his refreshi «wholar
hortation in the language of the land. Y s vefreshing and scholarly ex-

AMay our future conferences grow from year to
social solidarity and secure for the profession and
to the real makers of the NATION that they are

year in educational utility and
\ts participants the honour due

Viilupuram, V. JAYARAMAN.
2—7-—40.

FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

The 17th Annual Conference of the Kurnool District Teachers’ Guild was
held on Saturday the 29th June in the Coles Memorial High School, Kurnool.
About 100 women and men teachers attended it. Sri P. Raju, Headmaster, Coles
High School and Vice-President of the Guild, welcomed the delegates. Sri K. N.
Pasupathi, Secretary, read messages wishing the Conference success frem Messrs.
(1) T. H. M. Sadasivayya, District Munsif, Kurnool; (2) Deshpande Subba Rao,
Pleader, Nandyal; (3) S. K. Yegnanarayanaier, Ex-President, S.I.T.U.; (4) T. P.
Srinivasa Varadan, Secretary, S.1.T.U.; (5) V. Srinivasan, Secretary, Protection
Fund; (6) S. Natarajan, Journal Secretary; (7) R. Ramakrishnan, Secrelary,
Teachers’ Guild, Coimbatore and Nilgiris; (8) Sri C. Ranganatha Ajyangar, Secrc-
tary, Anantapur Guild, and (9) P. L. Ramanadha Rao, Secretary, Chittoor Teach-
ers’ Guild. ’

Proposed by Sri G. Siva Rao and seconded by Sri K. N. Pasupathi, Sri M.
Ramaiya, Headmaster, Board High School, Atmakur, was installed in the Chair.
He next delivered the Presidential Address.

In the course of his address he pleaded for effective Home and School Co-
operation, He said, “There is a deplorable lack of co-operation between the
parents and the teacher. The co-operation of the teacher or the headmaster is
eagerly sought ai the time of the promotions or the selections sufficiently early
by the divining parent and a day after the fair by the unknowing. He meets the
teacher only once a year. The result is that the boy, left adrift, very often
imbibes habits that are not conducive to the healthy growth of the mind and
the body. The moral precepts, the health maxims and the good ideals taught
at school are wasted on him. How many youths have we not seen in costly
vestments, cut to the latest sartorial perfection, smoking and indulging in such
prodigal ways of living; while his father toils hard in the fields in poor loin
cloth. Life at school seems to lead the boy to extravagant ways of living and
that is perhaps the reason why parents feel it so costly to educate their children.
There must be proper control at home. A proper blending of the influence of
the home and that of the school will make the boy an ideal youth. Parents’
Associations should be formed and the parents should be told what they are
to do at home to train the boy on the right lines. There should be periodical
consultations between the parents and the teacher and any swerving on the part
of the boy from the right path should be immediately checked. Such
frequent contacts between the parent and the teacher will be of immense benefit
to the boy, not only in moulding his character and systematising his work but
also in his appreciation of the value of plain living and high thinking.

Referring to Physical Education the President said: “In the present system
of education no stress is laid on the physical wellbeing of the boy. The mania
for success in the examination has led to greater concentration on the subjects
of study for the examination to the great detriment to the development of the
child in other directions. We are training imbeciles who are unable to defend
themselves against aggression of any kind. This year an attempt is being made
by the authorities to give greater prominence to physical instruction but it may

6
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lead to mecre filling of the additional sheet in the S.S.L.C. if proper autention
is not paid to the subject. And in schools having a number of sections in
each class the filling up of these pages will be a very formal affair.
ness for such development should come from within. If the schools are to train
the future citizens, it is their duty as well to make them healthy citizens who
can defend themselves, their property and their country against the eruel aggres-
sion of a greedy foe. It is the duty of the schools to improve the physique of
every boy as much as it is its duty to improve his intellect. To this end, the
pupils should be told the neced for physical culture and they must be induced to
take proper steps to develop their bodies by giving up bad habits and by toking
physical exercise every day. The department prescribes the minimum require-
ments but let us attain the maximum development in this direction by affording
greater facilities for the students to participate in games and sports, in drill and
gymnastics. Medical inspection of the pupils can also be arranged. 1 am strongly
in favour of reverting to gymnastics and other such harder forms of exercise
for the body than the casy and simple exercises of this day. If the classroom
trains a boy to enter the portals of the university or for public life, the play-
ground and the gymnasium should befit him to join the University Training

Corps or the Territorial Force, so that the couniry may not be lacking in man-
power to maintain its independence.

The ecager-

Non-violence and such non-militant
principles can be used against a foe who can appreciate the force and significance

of such a creed. Brute force may have to be met with brute force. And when
a crisis occurs, when the very existence of the person or the nalion is in peril,
he is no son of the nation who cannot lift his arm of resistance against the aggres-
sor and cannot save his country from annihilation. To be able to be violent in

action when the need arises, and to observe non-violence at other times is the
quality that ennobles the mind of the citizen.

The Draft Resolutions were then discussed and the following amendments
were adopted.

(1) The Conference expressed its sympathy with Britain in the war again:t

German aggression she had been fighting and prayed to the Almighty for her
success.

(2) The Guild requested the Madras University to annul the age ordi-
hances governing the admission of pupils into the Intermedite Class as they caused

great hardship to the successful pupils in the S.S.L.C. Examinalion affccted
by the ordinances, and drove them to other Universities,

(3) The Guild expressed its deep concern at the low presidency average
in Telugu and Sanskrit in the last 8.5.L.C. Examination when compared with
the average in English, a foreign language, and was constrained to think that
something might be wrong with the examination methods in those languages.
It requested the S.S.L.C. Board to enquire into the matter and take suitable

steps for effecting improvement in paper-setting and marking in those subjects
in future years.

(4) The Conference requested the Madras, Andhra and Annamalai Uni-
versities to adopt the mother tongue as the medium of instruction in the College
classes with effect from July 1941, in view of the hardship that will inevitably
be otherwise caused to the present VI Form pupils joining colleges next year.

(5) The Guild reiterated its request to the S.S.L.C. Board to introduce
the study of English non-detailed texts in V and VI Forms and set questions

.
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on them at the 8.8.L.C. Public Examination, as it felt convinced of the place
of Non-Detailed texts in the scheme of High School English.

(6) The Guild respectfully urged the S.85.L.C. Board to give adequate
representation to teachers in the Kurnool District while choosing Exiaminers
and Assistant Examiners for the S.8.L.C. Examination. It regreited that the
claims of this district had been rather overlooked last year.

(7) The Guild appealed to the Teachers’ Associations in Cumbum, Patti-

konda, Giddalore and Allagadda to affiliate themselves to it in the interest of pro-
fessional solidarity in the District.

(8) The Guild brought to the notice of all teachers in the district the
great progress in stability and service made by the 8.1.T.U. Protection Fund
and appealed to such {eachers as had not joined it to enlist themselves as

members in their personal and family interest as well as in the interest of pro-
fessional solidarity.

(9) The Guild requested every Teachers’ Association to encourage the

journal, The South Indian Teacher, by subscribing for two or more copies, in
view of the financial deficit the journal was facing.

A bhusiness meeting was then held with Rev. B. J. Rockwood in the Chair.
Mr. K. N. Pasupathi read the Annual Report for 1930-40, which was adopted.
The recommendations of the Sub-Committee appointed by the Managing Coun-
cil in regard to the amendments to the S. I. T. U. Rules were approved by
the General Body. The following office-bearers were then elected:—(1) Rev.
B. J. Rockwood, President;, (2) Messrs. M. Ramaiya and P. Raju, Vice-Presi-
dents; (3) Sri. K. N. Pasupathi, Secretary and Guild’s Representative on the
$.1.T.U. Executive Board; (4) Sri K. Neelakanta Rao, Joint-Secretary; and
(5) Mrs. P. S. Raju, Sri. M. P. Rajam Aiyar; Sri. Deshpande Subba Rao; Sri

N. Sundaresa Aiyar; and Sri. J. A. Peters: Members of the Managing Coun-
cil.

Pupils Treasury of Wit and Humour: Vol. IX, No. 3, April 1940.

We congratulate the Editorial Board on this very attractive number. The
magazine is issued by the Tondaimandalam T. V. High School Library Society.
Iis title is very appropriate. It is a true pupils’ Treasury of Knowledge, Wit
and Humour. Besides chronicling the various important school items—and they
are many and varied, the Journal contains a large number of contributions from
its pupil members in English, Tamil and Telugu.



EDITORIAL
The School Text-Book Prescription Mess :

A short note appeared some days back in the press to the effect that
the Bombay Government had ordered the deletion of hooks written by
the inspecting officers from the list of text-books intended for use in
schools. We are not aware of the reasons which prompted the Bombay
Government to take this unfortunate step. It is not our intention to hold
a brief for the inspecting officers but we should point out that the order
under reference is highly detrimental to the cause of sound education
It amounts to a deprival of the benefit of good books written by efficient
and experienced officers. If there had been a suspicion of undue
influence or objectionable methods, it was competent for the Govern-
ment to deal with the concerned individual in an appropriate manner.
A general order of the kind passed in Bombay is a restrictive measure

and it is a pity that sincere and competent officers are denied opportuni-
ties of serving their country.

There have been several stran
text-books in schools this year in
is a serious disquieting feature.
way in which the present rules fo

ge rumours about the prescription of
our provinee. This prescription mess
No one seems to be satisfied with the
r the selection of text-books in schools
have been working. Apart from the publishers’ tale of woe, one can
2asily perceive a widespread feeling of dissatisfaction with the procedure
prescribed for the prescription of text-books. We learn that a demanc
for the supply of free copies for the use of teachers in schools is often
made. The publishers have, we are told, been asked whether they will
be prepared to supply free copies to the Harijan pupils in schools under
local bodies. Again, there is the rumour that several schools make a re-
quest amounting to demand for 3 higher rate of commission. We fail to
see why these points should be raised at all when the book-preseription
agency is called upon to undertake the responsible task of selecting
books suitable for the pupils in a locality. Can anybody feel happy

under such conditions ? Shoyld not the system lend itself to abuse of
any kind to be scrapped ?

The idea that the selection of books should be viewed primarily from
il seems to have bheen more or less ionared. Mayy

lly sound to preserihe one reader in g
series for one standard and a reader in another series for the higher stan-

dard in the same school? We are told that this anomalous method has
been adopted in some areas even though a graded series of readers is
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riew is expressed that it is not open to tea-
available.  Here andbiiilij ;;;)":h:esr vx;herj hoth books are ir.icluded in
chers‘ to prefer onf:1 béoks in a subject. There is no harm if teachers
the list of approve hoice ‘ It'is difficult to understand what ad.vantage
should ?xerclse.fa t;.aosevl'ection committee be allowed to have .1ts owx‘;
the pupil gets 1 | ;1 d in the list of approved hooks are not, and neen;
choce.  Books .lm : Sality and it is unedueational to deny teerchers t};:
not be, of the sume (‘31 e books which they consider very suitable.
freedom 19 CI?OOSC 0’2‘. es asked in this connection is whether the de-
question that Is sOSBmE #7° ) - e principles followed by the pres-
mental officers have app . unnecessary to discuss this point. 'I"he
an geilrigs and book-selection is not the only thing

part
cription committees.
officers also are hurr;
i t n.
o e ortioning the blame for the mess year after
e e P e bt appﬁ {eel str}mg‘ly that the time has come for the
e WLhole posit;,o;x and to cet things right. We
By V‘1] -escription can prove satisfactory if the
o :1)0(;1{1_55 upon to bear the responsibility which is
is. One com;Iaint which used to be heard in rega;d ;O l:}i
undOUbtefﬂY hls.b k-prescription by teachers was the frequent c¢ .a ge
o B o ;)1?*‘ ir: a question which it is not difficult to solve; rif)r
of text-books. This e;S; as to pay no heed to the feeling of t'he pub 1ch.
are teachers %7 P:'r‘; from the Department of Public Instruction w0uh
A den Sugies g)iﬁ‘icultv. But the scheme or rule a(.lopted by the
zurely sove ' medif has proved worse than the 'dlsea}se. It ha.s
Governme i 1;er’cher and created a complicated situation, espe;p
e cose. f ume local bodies. It will be difﬁcult.to defend t e
e e v }io‘ tends to degenerate into distribution of patron-
preser e Wt}zci t};ere is no provision in the rule either for elfliect-
e e cot etent expert opinion. For ins.tance, ’cher;a is 1:0
ive control or for Compi tion committees of local bodies f.or teac 1ersd1c.s
place in the. hook pre:}:: pare the committees of local bodle? can ha; y
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of elementary schools, it may be a good thing to empower the Talug Ele-
mentary Education Committees to suggest four or five books in each
subject for use in schools in their respective areas; and schools should be
given the privilege of making their own choice from the groups of bhocks.
We hope the Government will move quickly in regard to this matter,

Our Organisation :

We understand that the Executive Board of the South India Tea-
chers’ Union has been considering the ways and means of strengthening
the Union with a view to promote a feeling of professional solidarity and
equip the teaching profession better for the work ahead of it.
sive programme of publicity work has been chalked out and the suggestion
has been made to the affiliated Guilds to take up current educationa!
topics for careful study. The guilds, we understand, have heen calied
upon to express their opinion on the several amendments to the Rules of
the Union which had been referred to them by the General Body of the
Union. We have no doubt that the guilds will consider the amendments
with a full sense of responsibility; and any decision which is likely to be
reached on the basis of their opinion should be helpful in bringing about
a proper understanding between the Executive Board and the affiliated
associations and making the Union an organisation fit
the teaching profession and safeguard its interests.

An mten-
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1944 -

The Press Communigue on the Reor
tion is published elsewhere in this
teachers to the same.
their mind to give effe
details has not been p
that may look obscure.

ganisation of Secondary Educa-
issue and we invite the attention of
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munique. However, it is a matter for surprise that the scheme should
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the Chairman. The main pr

EDITORIAL ‘ 305

sub-committees were appointed to go into the details of courses and
syllabu.s. to say anything about the desirability of t}}e GO-VerI}-

e 'nOt e bloic ni,en into their confidence. The essentlal. point in
men! !,aklng thf? o cheme is the bifurcation of the courses; and in all the
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discutgsmns thad a'ltted by all sections. It is natural that. t.h.ere may be
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Our readers will be glad to note that the Government have madc
one or two important changes in their original scheme. From the very
beginning the Union has been urging that the idea of an examination
at the end of IV Form should be dropped and that a proper distribution
of pupils should be secured through a clear understanding between Home
and School. We are glad that the government have accepted the force
of this contention and we hope schools and teachers will devise a scheme
of school record to give proper advice to pavenls.  Another modifics-
tion relates to the extention of the secondary school course by one year.
The Union as well as the Universities in our province wcre opposed to
this idea of extension and the Government do not propouse to extend the
period. If the volume of criticism against bifurcation should become
negligible, it is necessary that the Government should indicate clearly
how they propose to move in respect of the provision of vocational corses.
There is an impression that the Government is not serigus with regard
to vocational courses and this is due to the plea of want of funds con-
stantly raised by the authorities.

The scheme of reorganisation should not be a mere pancr scheme,
The public will have no doubt in their mind if the Government should
get into touch with the management and formulate a comprchensive
policy. It may be possible to make only a humble beginning immediatc-
ly but this may have its own advantage since serious dislocation in the
existing system of schools is not desirable and they should be given time
to readjust themselves. The public will be impressed with the earnest-
ness of the Government in regard to reorganisation if the laiter should
prepare a definite programme and make the necessary financial provi-
sion. \ We appeal to teachers and teachers’ associations to consider
the proposals of the Government in all their aspects. While making
their suggestions, they should pay special attention to the resolutions
adopted at the Provincial Educational Conferences from 1937 onwards.
The Union expects its affiliated associations to explain to parents the

proposals for the reorganisation of Education and the bearing they
have on the future career of their children.

The South Indian Education Week is a good occasion for teachers
to point out the necessity for reorganisation in view of the rapidly

changing conditions of the society and the world. When leaders are

bnsy with politig:al and economic problems, it is essential that teachers
shoﬁld of their own accord tackle educational problems and be pre-
pa:ed to bear their legitimate burden.
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