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Lytton Strachey the Biographer
By

T. N. JAGADISAN
(Annamalai University.)

Criticism recognizes two types of biography—the objective or
impersonal ‘record’ of a life, the type inaugurated by Mason, perfected
by Boswell, and discredited by the writers of the Victorian Life and
letters; the personal or subjective biography, the type of which
Dr. Johnson had a pre-vision, and of which Lytton Strachey became
the conscious originator and supreme master. Boswell, the best of all
biographers, perfected the impersonal type of biography; he collected
all the available material, and his aim was, as far as possible, to let his
hero speak for himself. The method of Johnson, the hero of the best
of all biographies, is different. He, too, collected all available evidence,
but he practised a ‘becoming brevity. In the Life of Savage, only one
letter and a few of his verses are quoted. Dr. Johnson’s aim was, like
that of Lytton Strachey a hundred and fifty years later, to ‘lay bare the
facts of some cases as he understood them.” He gave a definitely per-

sonal view of the facts he had gathered.

It is not usually recognized that Dr. Johnson’s theory and practice
anticipated those of Lytton Strachey in certain points. In
his preface to Eminent Victorians (that manifesto of the New Biography)
Strachey complains: With us, the most delicate and humane of all the
branches of the art of writing has been relegated to the jour-
neyman, of letters”. Dr Johnson in his day made a similar
complaint and said: Biography has been allotted to writers who

of biography
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seem very little acquainted with the nature of their task. They rarely
afford any other account than might be collected from public papers, but
imagine themselves writing a life when they exhibit a chronological
series of actions or preferments; and so little regard the manners of
behaviour of their heroes that more knowledge may be gained of a man’s
real character by a short conversation with one of his servants, than
by a formal and studied narrative, begun with his pedigree and ended
with his funeral”. Dr. Johnson’s words remind us of these oft-quoted
words from Strachey’s preface: “Those two fat volumes, with which
it is our custom to commemorate the dead—who does not know them
with their ill-digested masses of material, their slipshod style, their tona:
of tedious panegyric, their lamentable lack of selection, of detachment, of
design ?” ’

According to Lytton Strachey, the first duty of the biographer is
“to preserve a becoming brevity—a brevity which excludes everything
that is redundant and nothing that is significant.” To Johnson “the
business of the biographer is often to pass slightly over those performan-
ces and incidents which produce vulgar greatness, to lead the thoughts
into domestic privacies, and display the minute details of daily life,

where exterior appendages are cast aside and men excel each other only
by prudence and virtue.” t

The second great duty of the biographer, according to Lytton
Strachey, is “to maintain his own freedom of spirit. It is not his busi-
ness to be complimentary; it is his business to lay bare the facts of some
cases as he understands them.” On this problem of the ethics of
biography, Dr. Johnson’s views are similar to those of Strachey. “There
are many” he writes, “who think it an act of piety to hide the faults or
failings of their friends, even when they can no longer suffer by their
detection. We therefore see whole ranks of characters adorned with
uniform panegyric, and not to be known from one another but by ex-
trinsic and casual circumstances.” “If”, concludes Dr. Johnson, “we owe
regard to the memory of the dead, there is yet more respect to be laid
to knowledge, to virtue and to truth.” “I esteem biography”, remarked
Dr. Johnson “ as giving us what comes near ourselves, what we can turn

to use.” Or again, he said: “The value of every story depends on its
being true.”

From the many passages quoted above, it is clear that Dr. Johnson
had a vision of the critical type of biography, which Strachey was to
popularise and perfect. Moreover, as one reads Johnson’s Lives of the
Poets one is astonished to note the many Stracheyesque touches scattered
among them. Milton receives a severer treatment at the hands of
Dr. Johnson than Cardinal Manning at the hands of Strachey. It is
generally assumed that it was Lytton Strachey who invented the art of

LyTTON STRACHEY THE BIOGRAPHER: 179

delicately ironic narrative in biography ; but Johnson had anticipated him,
as may be seen from his Life of Savage, a piece of writing spiced with
ironic comments. The methods of Lytton Strachey and of his followers
like Andre Maurois and Harold Nicolson, are far more complex, far
more subjective and deliberately artistic, but they represent a develop-~
ment along the same lines as Dr. Johnson’s. For, Dr. Johnson brought
to the composition of his Lives, what Lytton Strachey has called, his
“mmovable independence of thought, his searching sense of actuality,”—
qualities which the modern biographer has preached and sometimes
attained.

I

Dr. Johnson, however, can in no sense be regarded as the literary
ancestor of Lytton Strachey. As far as we know, Lytton Strachey’s
main inspiration was from France. Sainte-Beuve was the prime inspi-
ration of his life, and St. Simon, his model of a biographer. But Strachey
was no servile imitator, and he brought to his biographies his own
characteristic approach.

Strachey’s manner was partly determined by his own artistic in-
stincts and partly by the nature of the task of ‘reaction’ against Victorian
biography which he set to himself. We cannot at this distant date
realise how revolutionary a statement of the ethics of biography the
preface to ‘Eminent Victorians’ was when it appeared. It is Johnson
over again complaining that there are many who think it an act of piety
to hide the faults and failings of friends, but this time more emphasis
was needed, and Strachey gave it. By the beginning of our century,
all honesty in biography threatened to become a thing of the past. The
Victorian biography, for the most part, was anything but a real portrait
or a work of art. It was a funerary monument, an apology, an idyl;
a branch of hagiology, a branch of history. “The Victorian biographer,”
says Virginia Woolf, “was dominated by the idea of goodness. Noble,
upright, chaste, severe; it is thus that the Victorian worthies are pre-
sented to us.” The subject’s private life, his daily occupations, his fol-
lies, his failings, his oddities were concealed under the mask of decency,
if not of hypocrisy. “ What business ” asks Tennyson, the most victorian
of Victorians, “ What business has the public to know about Byron’s

- wildness ? He has given them fine work and they ought to be satisfied.”

But another Victorian, Carlyle, knew better. He complained: “How
delicate, decent is English biography, bless its mealy mouth! A Damocles’
sword of Respectability hangs for ever over the poor English Life-writer
(as it does over poor English Life in general) and reduces him to the
verge of paralysis.”

Into this stronghold of panegyrical biography, Strachey broke forth
with his Eminent Victorians (1918), which startled all Eyrope by its
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brevity, its scholarship, its style, its irony, its ‘malevolence’ Frank
Swinnerton, who was publishers’ reader, has told us of how in the midst
of whirring aeroplanes overhead and the rattle of machine-gun fire
he consorted the evening with Cardinal Manning, Thomas Arnold’
Florence Nightingale, and General Gordon, and became as exciteci
about Eminent Victorians before its publication, as the world was
after it. The four studies immediately established his fame as an artist
in biography and his methods changed those of popular biographies all
over the world. To Lytton Strachey, “the most delicate and humane
of all the branches of the art of writing”—biography—was not merely a
record or even a portrait, but the interpretation of a personality. Bio-
graphy was not only a record of facts, but the biographer’s .dee o
responses to them. “Human beings are too important to be treatecll) as
mere symptoms of the past.” Strachey’s pre-occupation was with hu-
man nature and only incidentally with events, their causes and results
That the personality of the subject should shine out clearly and ﬁrml'
outlined—this Strachey sought as the central unity, of his biographi 4
He knew the meaning of what Edmund Gosse said: ‘Broad v?:wi are
entirely out of place in biography.’ Where, as an integral part leill:e
scheme, Strachey had to deal with portions of history in ordf:r t Ot 1 is
story, he did so admirably (witness his masterly summary of the CE) i 3
movement in Cardinal Manning), but he always took care ¢ X 01}')
ordinatef gistozily to human and psychological interest o sub-
merit of Strachey as a biographer is t & : )

curiosity about human beingsl.z’ No Ezz };Zalsgr\j:iltﬁ}f Stlfeeziituauly o
private and public life more convincingly than Strachey er-play of

The greatest

With Eminent Victorians. Strachey made a reputation for himself
by destroying the reputations of others. He assaulted otli'l g
of the Victorian age, adopting his favourite method of ‘attacki ; idols
ject in unexpected places, of falling upon the flank or the re;n g fls hsub.
ing a sudden revealing searchlight into obscure recesses.’ Ir, of shoot-
of the four studies, Strachey endeavours to follow the d1: I: each one
of certain lives, and to place them appropriately in th :ma. éc rhythm
tone and aspect of their times. He seizes what seems to hr.nl st of the
central characteristic of his subjects, and in approachin thlm t;)l be the
certain point of view; and a point of view, as Strachey i im::;% he has. a
by no means implies sympathy. In Strachey’s case, it often imp;issa"cfe’

reverse. The very opening of the essa .

. . R Vs gives us unmi s
cation of the pomt. of view. In Cardinal Manning, it is éstizlz;l:le’snggln
jco show tha.t Manning was less spiritual than worldly and ambitj y .
in the opening paragraph we read : lous, an

¢ . . . .
; HIS ll?e was extraordinary in many ways, but its interest “or the
modern inquirer depends mainly upon two considerations—the light
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which his career throws upon the spirit of his age, and the psychological
problems suggested by his inner history. He belonged to that class
of eminent ecclesiastics—and it is by no means a small class—who have
been less distinguished for saintliness and learning than for practical
ability.”

In Florence Nightingale, Strachey sets out to show that the picture
of the saintly, self-sacrificing, delicate Lady of the Lamp has to be re-
placed by that of a strong, self-willed, power-loving administrative chief.
Here again the first paragraph sets out the point of view :

“ Everyone knows the popular conception of Florence Nightingale.
The saintly, self-sacrificing woman, the delicate maiden of high degree
who threw aside the pleasures of a life of ease to succour the afflicted,
the Lady with the Lamp, gliding through the horrors of the hospital at
Scutari, and consecrating with the radiance of her goodness the dying
soldier’s couch—the vision is familiar to all. But the truth was different.
The Miss Nightingale of fact was not as facile fancy painted
her. She worked in another fashion, and towards another end; she
moved under the stress of an impetus which finds no place in the popu-
lar imagination. A Demon possessed her. Now demons, whatever
else they may be, are full of interest. And so it happens in the real
Miss Nightingale there was more that was interesting than in the legen-
dary one ; there was also less that was agreeable.”

In the essay on Dr. Arnold, the famous headmaster of Rughy,
Strachey has described vigorously the ‘harsh muddle-headedness’ of
this stern 1,disciplinarian. Here is an account of Dr. Arnold’s stern
chastisement of boys:—

“But next morning the hand of discipline would reassert itself;
and the savage ritual of the whipping-block would remind a batch of
whimpering children that, though sins against man and God might be
forgiven them, a false quantity could only be expiated in tears and

blood.”

Here is an account of the ‘really Christian education’ that Dr. Arnold
wished to give his students: —

“He would treat the boys at Rugby as Jehova had treated the
chosen People: he would found a theocracy; and there should be judges
in Isreal.”

How artfully the opening picture of General Gordon prepares us
for the perpetual tragi-comedy of Gordon’s relations to those who used
him, and all the cross-purposes inevitable between practical administra-
tors and a violent mystic! Our attention is at once drawn to a short,

-
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slight English gentleman of a sunburnt complexion, with a touch of
grey in his hair and whiskers, and a pair of unusually candid blue
eyes, wandering in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. He carried a
thick book in his arm. The book was the Bible, and he was engaged in
elucidating four questions....the site of the Crucifixion, the line of
division between the tribes of Benjamin and Judah, the identification of
Gibeon, and the position of the Garden of Eden.

The great merit of Eminent Victorians is that it gave us portraits
of human beings instead of puppets. In this book Strachey did two
things for biography : he humanised it by irony ; he gave it form, and
raised it to the supreme level of one of the highest arts. With E'm’i'nent
Victorians biography may be said to have entered upon its strictly
modern phase. Biography is no longer a pious document; it has become
art. “Read a page of a Victorian biography”, says Andre Maurois, “and
then read a page of Strachey. You will see immediately that yoli have
before you two very different types. A book of Trevelyan or by
Lockhart, apart from being constructed as perfectly as it can be, is

above all things a document; a book by Mr. Strachey is above all things
a work of art.”

111

Eminent Victorians made Strachey’s reputation; Queen Vie-
toria, already a contemporary classic, established it. In this book, for
the first time, an author dared to portray at some le ’

1 o ngth a sovereign,
persona ly known to many living persons and remembered by thousands
with veneration, in a spirit of critical detachment and ironie" dispassion-

ateness unknown to blind hero-worshippers.
was a bomb-shell. It was scholarly, ironic, amusing. To the elderly it
seemed shocking and impious; to the young it seemed delicious fosll' it
was exactly the picture or the reaction they needed. The book c’ombin-
ed biography and history with point and swiftness. © Queen Victorig’

wrote The Manchester Guardian ‘skims as powerfully and beautifully a:
an aeroplane from cover to cover.’ Ve

The amazing biography

‘The biographer sees the woman behind the queen, and with a love
of significant details inherent in all good biographers, depicts just those
details which go to create an adequate picture of :che subject. The
triumphant compression and composition of Queen Victoria: shows
Strachey’s supreme skill—the adroitness with which he handles his
material; the skill with which he understands and states his facts; the
power with which he seleects, discriminates, pulls out of the sha;;eless
material the letter, the passage, the incident which of all others. reveals
the true personality. Lytton Strachey displays what Dr. Johnson call-
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ed ‘the art of writing trifles with dignity.’ The biographer knows the
truth of what Plutarch said that “an action of small note, a short saying,
or a jest, shall distinguish a person’s real character more than the
greatest signs or the greatest battles.” He produces with faithful exacti-
tude the gestures, the tricks of speech, the mannerisms of Victoria and
Albert. His imitation of the Queen’s mannerisms, of her underlying
all the words of a phrase, of her writing “Lord M.” instead of Lord
Melbourne, ‘Dear Albert’ instead of Prince Albert—these and other de-
tails help to produce a very natural and human portrait.

The long career of Queen Victoria, the changes she lived through,
and her relation to them as head of the state, the five periods of her life,
are all made crystal-clear, and we are at every turn surprised and de-
lighted by the neat conclusiveness with which facts are arranged and
comments elucidated. The political and social facts are there, but the
facts are strictly subordinated to the supreme psychological interest of
the ‘case.’” The book is not merely the life of a queen; it is the exami-
nation of a temperament, the study of the growth of a human being.
It is this psychological motive, this psychological point of view, which
gives the book its unity. The several minor figures—Baroness Lehzen,
King Leopold, the Duchess of Kent, Melbourne, Prince Albert,
Palmerston, Gladstone, Disraeli—are all vividly drawn, but they are
described only in so far as they affect or illustrate Victoria’s character.
Public events—the Hastings scandal, the Bedchamber question, the pre-
rogative of the Crown, foreign politics, are all strictly subordinated to
the central purpose—the unfolding of the rhythm of a life, the elucida-
tion of a personality. The external events are studied only to illustrate
the interndl development.

One of the earliest reviews of Queen Victoria pointed out that
Strachey came to scoff and remained to pray. There is truth in this,
and the criticism is no reproach against Strachey, if we remember that
the book begins with an age which is scoffed at by many another who
is not particularly noted for scoffing, and that Strachey’s attitude to his
period and subject only changed with the times of which he was treating.
Strachey, for all his irony and apparent scepticism, can see and admire
beauty and goodness where they are, and this is where he differs from
his imitators, who lose all their perception of goodness and beauty in
their cheaply ironic spirit. It was a Cambridge Don who said that the
greatest event of ‘Modern Biography’ is the conquest of Lytton Strachey
by Queen Victoria. The Don has paid a compliment not only to Vic-
toria but also to Strachey, for his statement is in essence an acknowledg-
ment that the alleged irreverence of the biographer is but superficial,
and that, whenever it is pronounced, as in his portrayal of the pre-Vic-
torian court, it is justified on solid grounds.
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Desmond MacCarthy has summarised admirably Strachey’s attitude
to the Queen when he says: “He sympathised with and wondered at
her.” Strachey is astonished at her intense consciousness of her own
position, the passionate tenacity of her hold on life, the simple firm out-
lines of her character, her grand manners unsupported by stature or
beauty, her vivid emotions and above all her truthfulness.

“It was her sincerity which gave her at once her impressiveness
her charm, and her absurdity. She moved through life with the iInpos_’
ing certitude of one to whom concealment was impossible—either to-
wards her surroundings or towards herself. There she was all of her—
the Queen of England, complete and obvious; the world mi’ght take her
or leave her; she had nothing more to show, or to explain, or to modify:
and with her peerless carriage she swept along her path. ’ And not on{,
was concealment out of the question; reticence, reserve, even dignity
itself, as it sometimes needed, might be very well dispen;ed with.” ¢

Since Strachey’s book was published, there have appeared man
lives of the queen, and subsequent biographers have pointed out thsfl:
Strachey was wrong in one or two little details of fact, But Strach %
book still remains the best portrait of the queen, since it is the n(:yi
artistic. After all, minor errors of fact are common both to the dr o
dust biographer and to the artistic, and the artistic biographer wh Y-%LS-
has the discretion and insight of so rare an artist as Strachey 2':15 i
the truth more surely than the patient Recording Angel with’hgis dlﬁl
detachment, with his ‘generalised, colourless, unimagin,ative view of
things.” A scientific tone might be admirable when one is consideri N
the law of causality, but one needs something else if one has 1o descrflxolg
Queen Elizabeth or Queen Victoria. Strachey possesses in an emin1 et
degree the three attributes which he expected of a historian—*“g -
city for absorbing facts, a capacity for stating them, and a point of v;:: pa’:
When he handled history and biography, he handled it as an artist w.d
pboet, and there is no finer workmanship of artistry and poetr t;n
Queen Victoria. Passages, scenes, moments of this book loecomey rizag
possessions of our memory. The final passage of Queen Victorii t}el
final stanza of a perfect poem, has become already a classic : — S

“She herself, as she lay blind and silent, seemed to tho
ed her to be divested of all thinking—to have glided ali‘;S;yWEEaV‘V”itCh-
into oblivion. Yet, perhaps, in the secret chambers of cor’lsciousnres’
she had her thoughts, too. Perhaps her fading mind called u oiss,
more the shadows of the past to float before it, and retraced, for tll)le lacsi
time, the vanished visions of that long history—passing bac’k and back
thrf)ugh the cloud of years, to older and ever older memories—to thé
spring woods at Osborne, so full of primroses for Lord Beaconsf{éld_to
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Lord Palmerston’s queer clothes and high demeanour, and Albert’s
face under the green lamp, and Albert’s first stage at Balmora], and
Albert in his blue and silver uniform, and the Baron coming in through
a doorway, and Lord M. dreaming at Windsor with the rooks cawing in
the elm trees, and the Archbishop of Canterbury on his knees in the
the dawn, and the old King’s turkey—cock ejaculations, and Uncle
Leopold’s soft voice at Claremont, and Lehzen with the globes, and her
mother’s features sweeping down towards her, and a great old repeater-
watch of her father’s in its tortoise-shell case, and a yellow rug, and some
friendly flounces of sprigged muslin, and the trees and the grass at
Kensington.”

v

Strachey has a taste for Victorians, not because he was in
sympathy with them, but rather because in dealing with them, he found
his “freedom of spirit’ and his sense of irony exercised to the full. His
most successful portraits are those of Victorians, and he has himself
described the strange fascination the Victorian era had for the youthful
observer of his day. “It has the odd attractiveness of something which
is at once very near and very far off; it is one of those queer fishes that
one sees behind glass at an aquarium, before whose grotesque propor-
tions and sombre menacing agilities one hardly knows whether to laugh
or to shudder ;: when once it had caught one’s eyes, one cannot tear oneself
away.” The Victorians caught the eye of Strachey and he could not
easily tear himself away. But now and then he did tear himself away.
He went for his subjects to the eighteenth century, with which he was in
sympathy, and once as far back as to the Elizabethan times.

Seven years after Queen Victoria was born Elizabeth and Essex.
Here again Strachey was successful in bringing out the clash of
character and event. The book abounds in the usual Stracheyean
pictures and passages, delicate hyperboles and intellectual niceties. The
times are remote, the figures distant; the biographer steps from solid
fact into the doubtful and uncertain region of speculation and conjecture.
« By what art” he asks in the opening page, “are we to worm our way
into those strange spirits, those even stranger bodies?” Perhaps the
book is not so much a biography as a biographical novel, but it must be
said that Strachey has succeeded in worming his way into the strange
spirits of the Elizabethan era, especially into that strangest of all spirits,
Queen Elizabeth herself. The subtle portrait of Queen Elizabeth
wyhere each sentence seems to pick up a part of what was stated in the
one before, and moves forward in this groping way towards a compli-
cated fruth” may be cited as an example both of Strachey’s subtle
psychological powers and the peculiar magic of his brilliant style.

L4



186 UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

“Nor was it only her intellect that served her; it was her temper:?.-
ment as well. That too—in its mixture of the mascul.me .and the femi-
i f vigour and sinuosity, of pertinacity and vac111at10n—.was pre-
cisely hat her case required. A deep instinct made it almost
f:lsely 1")‘; af r her to come to a fixed determination upon any subject
whateves. gr if she did, she immediately proceeded to contradict her
I\T,e}sliicz:iiz Witl,l the utmost violence, and, after that, to contradict her
contradiction more violently still. Such was her natur'e—to float, when
it was calm, in a sea of indecisions, and, when jche wind rose, to tack
hectically from side to side. Had it been otherwise—had sthe possessed,
according to the approved pattern of jche strong man of action, the capa-
city for taking a line and sticking to it—she would have been lost, She
would have become inextricably entangled in the forces that surrounded
her, and almost inevitably, swiftly destroyed. Her feminity saved her.
Only a woman could have shuffled so shamelessly, only a woman could
have abandoned with such unscrupulous completeness the last shreds
not only of consistency, but of dignity, honour, and common decency,
in order to escape the appalling necessity of having, really and truly, to
make up her mind. Yet it is true that a woman’s
enough; male courage, male energy, was needed, if she were to escape
the pressure that came upon her from every side. Those qualities she
also possessed; but their value to her—it was the final paradox of her
career—was merely that they made her strong enough to turn back,
with an indomitable persistence, upon the ways of strength.”

Elizabeth and Essex differs from Strachey’s other books in that a
Renaissance subject stimulates not so much his irony as his sense of

beauty. The characters are less puzzling, and the scepticism and the
irony of the biographer are absent,

evasiveness was not

v

Strachey has said:

“Perhaps the best test of a man’s intelligence
is his capacity for making

asummary.” Again he has said: “ A biography
should be as long as Boswell’s or as short as Aubery’s.” Strachey

abounds in the intelligence to make 3 summary, and his most characteris-
tic production is the short biography, the ‘Portrait in Miniature,” though
his magnum opus is a full-length portrait of middle size. From a study
of his bibliographies, it is clear that Strachey had the industry necessary
for the pursuit of living details in the thickets of memoirs, Strachey
had also the gift of compressed statement of significant facts, Hp could
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i ife in a narrow space. In Books’
concentrate the ;mlgi;ftti?tsoinal\;?;itﬂie, in Chamcters'and_Comment‘a,-
a?zd .Ch:amctleTS, lre intellectual and aesthetic, to watch his algrt ar.ld swift
”?s’ s a’P eas};l 1,; in a world perfeétly realised. Everything is made
mind n.xovu.lg al 0}; a short space; we wonder at the cocksureness of‘the
uncannily simple ! immensely pleased. In a few pages we .have the
author, but.“;e’ o vivid image, without explanation, tz.‘ansmor.l, com-
puretaiirse:;t?afig:g——a sense of the pleasing, anxious being, which was
men
e ;S r:'t. hort sketches, Strachey takes for his particular domam.t'he

"y Sh' in the ocean of the Past he “draws up strange oddltle.s
Ofid, and s lnged still clinging to them.” He rescues from eternal obli-
W‘lth the seal-We’car importance many who have been long forgotten—
S o moIIInen' 3t,on who wrote epigrams and invented‘ the \.vater-
S Jon arrntlg Séanhope, lying back on her death-bed ‘1nexpl1cal?le,
ot Lady e ers with her nose in the air’; Mr. Creevy, regarding
grfmd, prep?sltlemzlu\;il’s own;’ the President De Brosses, who could not
raﬂwatyst;?mli if ;:arting wi’th 281 francs due by Voltaire in payment
fb;alf.ag;ots and therefore lost a seat in the Academyﬁ; Mar;,:i .lerryéi:;h?
lived for half a century under the shaflow ?f an irreme Il):aﬁe e ffr

i t, ‘pre-potent, scolding, loud voiced ; Mac%am Du Deffand,
i 7versation was the very substance of life itself, for whom men
:1?;13 :;’;e and men might go, but talk went on for ever.

VI

Strachey is an artist for whom art is a means of .s?lf-ei;plx;(iessmixf.
When such an artist puts his pen to paper, he is only wntm}g1 o’ ;nseks,
hatever his subject. It is the great charr?n of Strac ey’s boo .
M the portraits he has painted is the portrait of .hlS
that al;fmn%V are constantly in communication with an arresting
o Sel'.t soe easily felt, so difficult to define. He has been call.ed a
P ers?n-at! Y romanticist, a man of the Eighteenth century, an Er.mnent
cléssm'ls 2 spirit of our own era. Perhaps from some point of view or
ey olr)le of these labels fits him. Strachey’s is a complex sp1.r1t
ot.he.r eve?:)nality with poetry; love of neat precision and economy with
f::“h’eﬂ‘r:i:‘; ;nd palpable evocations’ of the romant{c; scepticisn% }avith cocl«_:~
sureness; and an eighteenth century outlook with a sensibility that is

modern and romantic.

iti trachey we discern an implicit vision of life; -

" ﬂ;leldwr:)tfm}ii Offaxsfourite yworcls reveals this underlying vision.
Stomcbos Zve s the world with a live curiosity. With a distant and
R 151(1)1{ aS; this strange spectacle of life, he goes in search of the
iyne;e:s;;agle complexities of personality. He loves nothing better than
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to worm his way into the secrets of some strange ‘chimera-like’ spirit.
“Who,” he asks, “shall limit the strangeness of the possibilities that lie in
wait for the sons of man?” It is interesting to note that the words which
Strachey uses frequently are: curious, strange, mysterious, singular,
amazing, wonderful, extra-ordinary, unparalleled, subtle; perhaps. But
Strachey was no mystic (he disapproved of mysticism as his essay on
Blake shows); he is only a subtle-souled psychologist who has a vivid
sense of the complexity and mobility of human nature, who understands
the truth of Walt Whitman’s remark: “Do I contradict myself?” “Very
well, I contradict myself, I contain multitudes.”

The strange spectacle of the world and of the myriad consciousnesses
that dwell in it arouse not only his curiosity and delight but also his
sense of irony. Stratchey’s irony is not merely the superior scoffing of a
smart idol-breaker; it is the product of a profound and poetic outlook
on life, which reaches at conclusions not unlike those of persons for

whom Strachey has no sympathy—the metaphysicians, mystics and
saints.

In Strachey we must distinguish between two kinds of irony—the
smart and superior irony of the idol-breaker who loves to satirise the
pretensions and hypocrisies of men and women; the profound involun-
tary irony of the rationalist-poetical philosopher who sees the drama of
existence as a transitory, illusory process which has happened so often
that even the greatest of lives is at once real and unreal, significant and
insignificant. On this life of the world, different lines of inquiry may
lead to the same conclusions, and Strachey, the sceptic and Blake, the
mystic, may both see life as an illusion. Strachey sees that keneath the
pomp and circumstance of life, there lie the vanity and pity of it
Strachey portrays life as an illusion, and his work is most profound
where suppressing his conscious and aggressive irony, he releases hi;
poetic irony which creates an unmistakable sense of the dreamlike
evanescence of life.  The pathos and futility of living, the passage
of time with its inevitable sequel in death—these are themes which stg‘
the chords of irony in Strachey’s imagination. Newman weeping o ;r
side the house at Littlemore, old Disraeli bearing flowers to theg U-(;
Queen, the little woman who sat on the throne of England sorrowinagfe
her lord, the tiny figure of Gordon stand; g fof

. ng on the toy rampart
Khartoum, gazing over a desert which only to him was unlirrlx)itabslef-f-
these move Strachey to the fine balance of compassion and dispassion
1)

which is irony of the profoundest type.

It is sometimes claimed that impartiality is one of Str
virtues. Andre Maurois made the claim that Strachey does not criticise
he does not judge—he exposes. He, no doubt, set a high value on the’

achey’s chief
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“ divine art of impartiality.” In his essay on David Hume he says: “To
have no axe to grind is something very noble and very rare. It may be
said to be the antithesis of the bestial.” But Strachey had an axe to
grind; he was writing from motives of reaction against Victorianism. The
strain of reaction, as Virginia Woolf has pointed out, is upon his works
and Strachey does take sides. It is impossible not to feel that the focus
is slightly wrong in his portraits of Florence Nightingale and of General
Gordon and definitely inadequate in the picture of the Elizabethan
scene. But it is possible to exaggerate Strachey’s character as an idol-
breaker. He could often abandon irony for admiration, when the occa-
sion kindled him to warm appreciation. Those who regard Strachey as
an irreverent mocker must remember that he is capable of highly eu-
logistic speech, as for instance, when he describes the untiring energy of
Florence Nightingale.

VII

Lytton Strachey’s importance as a biographer is both historic and
intrinsic. He led the reaction against Victorian biography and rescued
the reading public from those two fat volumes of Life and Letters which
were the offspring of misdirected piety. He raised biography to the
level of the highest arts, and influenced the methods of biographers all
over Europe. But to emphasise this aspect of Lytton Strachey’s work
would be to underrate his intrinsic worth as a biographer. When, at
no distant date, the methods of his imitators will be regarded as an
amusing fashion of early twentieth century, Strachey will still be read,
as a fine critic of literature, as a prose writer of rare excellence, and
above all ag an artist in biography. He has the gift of “ a becoming bre-
vity ¥—of selecting, omitting, arranging facts, brightening some, shading
others so that the truth of personality may shine through the life which
he essays. To Strachey biography is art, not science. It is not enough
to narrate facts; it is necessary to make a living portrait. The truth
which Strachey sought after was not merely the truth of science ; it was
the poetic truth of the artist who sees facts in their inter-relations and
as a whole.

Strachey’s greatness as a biographer is in the supreme intellectual
adroitness with which he handles his material. “From his power to set
a single scene unforgettably before the reader’s eyes—a scene such as
that of Rome, in Life of Manning, or of the hospital at Scutari—to
the whole composition and compression of Queen Victoria, his artistry
in the management of mass and of felicitous detail is superb.” In
breadth of design, in narrative dexterity, in the creation of dramatic
scenes, in the subtle analysis of the complexities of character, in masterly
summaries of vast material, Strachey has few equals. He is an adept in
the art of story-telling. As a portrait-painter, he has a curious method

®
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by which he pursues an indefinable character and succeeds in giving a
lifelike sketch. “He begins by designing a rather crude portrait : then
he corrects a line, then another, and he keeps on making it more ir’lvolv-
ed, more ronfused and at the same time near to life.” Witness the
wonderful portrait of the Prince Consort :

‘ Albert, certainly, seemed to be everything that Stockmar could
have wished—virtuous, industrious, persevering, intelligent. And yet
—why was it?—all was not well with him. He was sick at heart.

For in spite of everything he had never reached to happiness.
His work, for which at last he came to crave with an almost morbid
appetite, was a solace and not a cure..... The causes of his melancholy
were hidden, mysterious, unanalyzable perhaps—too deeply rooted in
the innermost recesses of his temperament for the eye of reason to
apprehend. There were contradictions in his nature, which, to some
of those who knew him best, made him seem an inexplicable enigma :
he was severe and gentle; he was modest and scornful ; he longed fox,-
affection and he was cold. He was lonely, not merely with the loneli-
ness of exile but with the loneliness of conscious unrecognised superio-
rity. He had the pride, at once resigned and overweening, of a doctrin-
aire. And yet to say that he was simply a doctrinaire would be a false
description ; for the pure doctrinaire rejoices always in an internal con-
tentment and Albert was very far from doing that. There was som
thing that he wanted and that he could never get. What was it? o e-
absolute, some ineffable sympathy? Some extraordinary, some .subli:e
success ? Possibly, it was a mixture of both. To dominate and to be
understood! To conquer, by the same triumphant influence, the be
mission and the appreciation of men—that would be worth Wf\i’le indsud;
But, to such imaginations, he saw too clearly how faint were th eed!
ponses of his actual environment. Who was there who appre(ﬁate; }::ES-
really and truly? Who could appreciate him in England? A dm.)f,
the gentle virtue of an inward excellence availed so little co.uld hn ) 1
pect more from the hard ways of skill and force ? The’ terrib] e] ex(i
of his exile loomed before him a frigid, an impregnable mass I(-EI an
lieved that he was a failure and he began to despair.” ....He be-

One cannot admire too much the skill of the artist, the way in which
“the description of a mind slowly becomes a monologue of the mind :V llfc »
Like the modern novelist Strachey pictures the stream of consei ome.
in his biographical studies. Selousness

Strachey has the novelist’s habit of shedding the light of rom
on every scene he describes. No wonder, Virginia Woolf, in a i :tncz
half-a-dozen approved Georgian novelists, included Strach;y nerhao
he resembles most the novelist in his power to convey to us‘a ;emel:sf
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the passage of time. This is an all-important element in a picture of life,
and Strachey is the biographer who gives us that sense in the greatest
perfection, whether he is writing a memoir in four pages, or forty or two-
hundred. This visible passage of time enables the reader to feel intense-
ly “ the pathos and comedy of human lives, the magnificence and futility
of efforts, the significance of triumphs and defeats.” Other biographies,
compared to Strachey’s are static. In Sir Sidney Lee’s learned and
truthful book, Queen Victoria is described as having lived; in Lytton
Strachey’s equally learned and truthful book, the Queen lives. In
Lytton Strachey’s books events are not merely passed, they are actually
passing, men and women are not merely dead, they are dying; ‘every-
thing is flowing away while we read.

Lytton Strachey’s hiographies are unique in another point of re-
semblance to the novel—the presence of atmosphere. The ultimate ex-
cellence of Queen Victoria is neither wit nor picturesqueness nor wealth
of appropriately chosen detail. It is atmosphere, something indefinable,
something which it has been the privilege of the greatest novelists to
achieve. His characters move about each in their own atmosphere,
carrying it about with them like a mysterious aura. We can but make
ineffectual attempts to define these atmospheres; we may speak of the
solid vitality of Queen Victoria, the romantic charlatanism of Disraeli, the
sad conscientiousness of Prince Albert, but atmosphere is the secret

of the artist which we may but dimly perceive.

The great merit of Strachey as a biographer is that he brought to
the writing of biography the gifts of a novelist along with the erudition
and the method of a scientific biographer. Roughly we may say that
Strachey did to biography what Macaulay did to history. Like Macau-
lay, Strachey has been unfortunate in his imitators. They copy the ex-
ternals of his method, without possessing his gifts of style and without
understanding his discretion. With his imitators, irony degrades into
cheap cynicism.

A detailed consideration of Strachey’s style is beyond the scope of
this essay—such a consideration might well form a separate theme.
Strachey’s style is the instrument of a scholar and artist, and it has a
pervading effect of grace, polish and glitter. His style is highly epitheti-
cal (no noun is free from the warm embrace of the neighbouring adjec-
tives) but the epithets are well-chosen and well-arranged, and they form
phrases of striking imaginative beauty. He has the vividness of Macau-
lay without his false ring.

Strachey’s style is akin to that of his contemporaries in its epigram-
matic vigour, in its brilliant paradoxes and antitheses. The most notable,
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witty, and individual feature of his style is his use of anti-climax, and
neat, pithy, ironical statement. In one respect Strachey’s style is unlike
that of the most modern writers; his sentences, in their serpentining
windings and in the general intoxication of vivid phrases, have colour
and rhythm-—qualities which modern prose, in its bald simplicity and
snip-snappy brevity, is fast losing.

VIII

There is little use in trying to fix Lytton Strachey’s place in
literature so soon after his death. But it seems certain that Strachey
will be reckoned among the masters of English prose. It is equally cer-
tain that Queen Victoria will be ranked as a great biography, and that
it will be read long after the fashion which Strachey set in biography
has become an amusing relic of the past. Strachey’s artistic achieve-
ment will live longer than his influence. “It is almost as difficult”, said
Carlyle, “to write a good life as to live one.” In writing Queen Victoriq
Strachey has accomplished this difficult achievement.
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Na dvaitam partipidayanty upanisadvacah prasiddham hi tat
kin tv advaitam ananyagocaratayd tadvedyam asthiyatdm |
aprapte khalu sastram arthavad iti vyarthah pray@so yatah
prakhyatad itaras tu $astravisayo bhedah tvadadvaitavat || 50

Vacchvetasvatarasrutir nrbahutam eko bahtnam iti
briite tatra vidhir visistavisayas tv astakapalaladivat |
nityatvat mabahutvam atra nigamad anyatra vidmah katham

pratyaktvena paraktaya svaparayor muktau ca bhedas
sphutah || 51

Samanadhikaranyabhagisu padastomesu sarvesu kim
pratyayyam vyatiricyate pratipadarh vaktavyam advaitina ]
yad va ne'ti na ced anarthakataya nai’katiriktarh padam
pathyeta prativadinas tv itaratha yuktis svam asidati || 52

Dréyatvad anrtam vigitam iti yad drstantayanto jagu$
suktyaropitariipyam atra katicit tatre’dam dcaksmahe |
dharmigrahakaméanadhikkrtam idam sopadhikatvarn punah

sautram vyaktam abhanguram vyabhicaral lingii ca
bhangiya vah || 53

Mithyatvarn bhrantisiddharh yadi khalu jagatas sadhyate
siddhasadhyo

hetus satyah prapafico bhavati hi yadi va satyam advaitahanih i

sidhyam brahmasvariipam yadi bhavati tada siddhasédhyatvan;
eva

syad evafi ca prapaficavyudasanasaranir diratas te nirastd || 54
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Cinmatra-vyatireki-vastu sakalam mithye'ti Joghusyate
yogacara-mate yad-aupanisadikartum tad akrsyate |
mayavadibhir apratita-nigama-nyaya-praménéntara-
prasthanair apahastayanti hi saha nyayaih praméanani tat || 55

Nanatva-ksanikatvayor upagater ekatva-nityatvayor

apy ekatra mate’paratra ca dhiyo vaisamyam asti'ti cet |
mayavadi-matasya saugatamatad etan na yat tattviko

dharmas tatra matadvaye’pi na dhiyah kascit svaripad rte || 56

Svariipanaditva-svaparaghatane durghatanata

pravahanaditvam punar iti catasro hi gatayah |

asatya vidyaya gaditum anavastha-parihrtau

matis tvetas tulyah sphutam asadadhisthana-saranau | 57

Re re Khandanakira khandaya bhavat-paksah pratiksipyate
tarkais tvatkathitais tatah kim iti ced asman-matam tisthati |
yadvan miadhyamikokta-cidvyudasana-pratyasatas tvanmatam
tisthaty eva yatha ca badhaka-hatau loke svariipa-sthitih || 58

Adhitvam vedyatve prasajati dhiyah kumbhavad iti
sva-siddhis sa dhitvad iti yad iha ko’py &ha tad asat |
sva-siddhis svadharam prati hi na param praty api naram
barajﬁeyé se’yam tad api na matitvam vighatate || 59
4
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Tatha hi pratyak.saprabh;‘ti-mitivarga-praka‘gitah
svabhavo bhavanam apasarati vedyas ta iti kim |
svabhava-pratyaso yadi bhavati vedyatvavasatah
patasya jileyatve ghatavad apatatvam prasajati || 60

Prakasah kumbhadau jadimavati tadgocaramitih

tirodhi$ cai’tasya viratir ajade Brahmani punah | 0 R,

svariipam cinmitram sphuranam apidhi$ ca sva-nidhanam
jadam va Brahma syad apidhi-vidhuram va'py aparatha || 61

Purovarti-dravya-sphuranam api riipya-bhramasaham

na Suktitva-sphiirtir bhrama-vihataye ya prabhavati |

yadi Brahma pragvan na khalu jagadadhyasa-viratih

kva siddhyed adhyaso yadi bhavati Suktitva-sadrsam H 62

Idam mayavade vividham uditam diisanam iha
svyam jyotir Brahma vyapagata-visesam yadi katham |
mate tasminn asmaddrsi tu saviSesah purusa ity
atadriiparopas taduparatir ityadi ghatate ||

i
Adhisthdne purhsi svayam aham iti sphirjati vapubf‘

prakaradhyaropah pasur aham aham méanusa i " ’“
Iy

anutvadau dehavyatikara-vidiire ca vihite \
¥ . d}ﬁ - k b * a .
tirodhis sankoco nanu bhavati tadgocara-dhiyah || "y, 64



26

T

FEATTS g Tl A g 99-

I aegferr @R T Ta@ag |
SREAEEITaiEE] g

FAMIGA: TR G IET: (1 &4 |

staafeme el aaen e

& AAsEEgfalE 7 aTAgaEaAl |
AT TRIFHE-

FrEEish FUFR &g a%qmm@h a1 &% 0

& Y s R
qEeq; QA Fnfaelas Egaan |
AR AFEEA RO T 3
FfemEmang Jgrfar 2fa 1L & |

7 AIFAFRTERG TR
TR S TERIE A |

qaE 9y laaaT=se-
iz dafErrgy 8 || &¢

ZZEM RS-
gt fanftuam: |

FearataafaTar 7 fwre-
aefa a9 fam wfcodgarsm (1 &2 U

~ Ahamtva-jiidtrtve nanu purusadharmau na tu vapur-

gunau vastusthitya tad api na tathatvan nanu tayoh [
anader adhyasad avagatam idanim $érutinayah
svayogadyair anyas sphurati vapurades tu purusah || 65

Jivanmukti-matan na jivati yata$ Sastrena $astratmana

linam lokaviruddha-siddhi ca yatas tene’dam adav api |
Apastamba-nirastam aupanisadam prasthanam atasthusam
acaryo’pi niracakara khalu tad Dvaipayanakhyo munih || 66

Kva vedintih kva’mi nihitamataya$ Sarnkara-mate
vadantah priminyam bhramavilasitam veda-vacasim |
aho yadvad buddha-grathita-phanitinam atha ca te
kali-graha-grastair aganisata vedantina iti (|

Yat simanya-viSesavartmasu guna-pratyasavidhyatmasu
trayyantesu Jandrdana-pranayisu prabalya-daurbalyayoh |
prastavam pratipedire katicana’paccheda-niticchalan

Mimamsipadavi-pariérama-katha-diresu tac chobhate || 68

Yad Brahmano gunavikara-§arirabheda-
karmédigocara-vidhi-pratisedha-vécah |
anyonya-bhinna-visaya na virodha-gandham

‘arhanti tan na vidhayah pratisedhabadhyah { 69
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Agnisomiyahirhsa nijavidhi-vihita kim nisiddha na hirmsyad
bhutant'ty etayo’ktya pasupadavisaya$ chaga eva nyarapi |-
chago va mantravarnad iti ca tadubhaya-nyayato heyadharma-
ksepartha nirgunokti$ Sruta-Subhagunake nirmale Brahmani
syat || 70

Kas tvam tattva-vid asmi vastu paramam kim tarhi Visnuh
katham
tattvedampara-taittiriyakamukha-trayyanta-sandarsanat |
anyas tarhi girah katham gunavasad atra’ha Rudrah katham
taddrstya katham udbhavaty avataraty anyat katham

niyatam || 1

Yad ukto yajbikyam upanisadi nissimamahima

sa uktah pumsiikte parama-purusah karanataya |

punas saubalikydm upanisadi Mahopanisadi

gati$ cai'vam tadvat kalaya kathavalli-prabhrtayah || 72

Vyajahre jagadeka-kdranatya sakitam eko ha ve’
ty arambhavata Mahopanigsad-udghosena Narayanah |
Brahmeéa-dyu-vasundharodu-salila-svéhe’éa-soméxhéumat

puvasesajagat pranasayati yah kale samunmilati || 73

Apréptvatvan Mahatyam upanisadi jagat-karanatvanuvado
na syad eko ha va ityayamupari hi devebhya ityadinitya |
vikya-svarasyato hi vyagani Bhagavatah karapatvam paresam
karyatvam ca'viruddham tad api na param asty atra kificid

vidheyam || 74
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Yat samjfiamirti-kartuh parama-purusatah kimcidakasa-
namno
brt-padme syad upasyam &rutisirasi pard samaganam agayi |
tatra Prasnottarabhyam aghavihatimukhan satya-sankalpatintin
astau Sistarns tadiyan anidam udayinas tadgunian udgrnanti || 75

Prastutya’mrtahetum adipurusam nyakkrtya méargantaram
tasyai'tad-ghatanaya nispratibhatam udghusya sirvegvarim |
uktis tatra tato yad uttarataram tan muktiday?’ti ya

tac chvetasvataragame nigamanarh proktasya hetitktimat || 76

Yac chvetasvataragame Bhagavati spastaprayogantaram

tasmin nirdisati dhruvam $ivapadam prakranta-mukti-prade |
sarva-vyapini sarvatomukha-$irogrive sa eva prabhuh
sattvasyai’sa mahan pravartaka iti vyaktah punah piirusah || 77

Yac chvetasvataraérutié Sivapadam vakti prayuktam hariv
agre jagrati vi$vakaranaparam tatrai'va yuktam hi tat |
sadharanyavidiira-visnu-bhagavan-Narayanadyahvayair

ahuh kiranam enam aupanisada bhagas tadakanksinah | 178

Yad agre jagarti Sruta-Sivapadam Brahma paramam

jagaddhetus évetasvatara-nigamante sa Bhagavan |

prayukto yat tasmin yajusi $ivasabdas $ruti-irasy

atatsadharanyam na samagani Nardyanagirah [l 79
5
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Yad devair anuyukta uttaram usan Rudro vivrtya’tmani
vyajahre mahatim adhi$varadhuram atharvane miirdhani |

sa pradurbhavad antaratma-bhagavad-bhiima’phanat so’ntarad
antah préavisad ity adhitavidhaya tad vamadevadivat || 80

Nanyah kascin matta ityugravakyad

trdhvam ne’tis tatsamaptim braviti |

pragvat pascad ugravakyanuvrtteh

so’ham nityo nitya ity adibhangya || 81

So'to hetum vakti ne’tih prakaram

Prahladokto hetur antah pravesah |

Prahladoktis sarvagatvad ananta-

sye’ti vyakta vaisnavakhye purane || 82

Athave'ti padena hetur atra vyatireko’kathi na’nya ity adhitah |
aham eka iti'ritinvayasya pratipattum sukarah prakéra-
paksah || 83

Rudrasyo’ktis so’ntarad ityato’sau

tasmad anyah ko’pi tasyd'ntaratma |

anyesam ce’ty ucyate so'ntarad i-

ty uktya raudrya so’pi visnuh prasiddhah || 84

Tty uktir va samaptim vadatu Haragiras so’ntarad ity ato’sau

ma bhitd Rudroktir ittham sati na vighatana kificid asman-
matasya |

Rudras svatmatmabhiitam harim amala-dhiya sa pravistas
cikirsuh

medhévi'va svavayam naram aparam iti vyajyate vedavaca || 85
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Srutva Rudra-vacas tadiya-mahimastotraya labdhodyamah
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sarvai$varyam atharvamirdhni yad api vyajahrire’sya’ marah |

te’ntaryami-samadhi-hetava iha vyaktd hi Rudro’ktayah

tadyuktas tadaniiktayas tu divisadvakas tadekasayah ||

Omkara-purvakataya pratipaditani
namantarani nanu Rudrapurassarani |
Atharvane Sirasi tani tu na prasiddha-
Rudresitrtvam upapadayitum ksamante ||

Samakhyah prakrinta-pranava-visayinyah pratipadam

_niruktd Rudradya yad api hi Mahadeva-sirasah |

Sruter atharvanya$ Sirasi tad idam taravibhavam
vyanakty ormkéras syad uparitanavidya-parikarah ||

s

Pantha bandhasya $anteh pasupati-bhajanam nanv iha
tharvamurdhni

86

87

88

proktah pracya taduktya sphurati harir iho’pasaniyas tadatma |

yadvan madhvadi-vidyasv itara-suratanusrastr-srjyadibhavah

$rautas tv atra’pi tulya$ Srutam iha bhasitam prastutopasti-

Sesah|

Prastutya Rudra-vapusah purusottamasya
vidyam atharvasirasi’ritam angam asyah |
bhasma-prasaktir itaratra na ca@’sti yadvat
sautramani-prakaranastha-suragrahasya ||

89
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Atharvanyam $ikhayam agani Bhagavato ya janih karanaika-
dhyeyatvedamparayam jagadupakrtaye so’yam icchavatérah |
yad visnoh karanaika-pravana-phanitibhih kiranatvo’padesah

spasto drsta-prayogas sukha-janakataya $ambhu-$abdo’ pi
tasmin || A 91

Uditam upasanadvayam atharva-§irassikhayoh

sphutam apunarbhavaya puravairi-kalebarinah|

kamala-drsah kvacit kvacana karanatattva-para-

éruti-vihitasya harda-susi-madhya-juso vidusah|| 92

Uktam kenacid iévarah purusa ity ukti siva-érisayoh

vartete bahuso mahatparamavagyukte viyukte api |

ity utkarsa-nikarsagocara-pada-vyakhyatayor etayo}_l

utkarso giriSasya vaktum ucitah purhsah pradhénad iva || 93

Nai'tat sadhu samikhyaya hi balavad vakyadibhagnarthaya
po’ tkarso giriSasya vaktum ucitah kena'pi devendravat|

Indras syat parame$varas tv itaratha tattat-samakhyavasad
akhya hi prabala-praméga-vﬂaaté tasmin maha-vrksavat || 94

Kim jivah purusoktigocara iti §riSo’pi tadgocarah

jivas syad GiriSo dhruvo bhavati kirh tau sthanu-samjfiav iti |
taksatvaya ghateta kim mukhabhuvam &dcarya-sath$abdanam
manditkatvam upaiti kim haripada-sparéena kanthiravah || 95
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Pranikasamukhaih padair upanisad-bhagesu joghusyate
kin na Brahmaparam paratva-ganana jagarti kim tavata|
pranadyesu Sivadisabda-gaditam tac cet paratvam kutah
tattatkarana-vakya-siddha-bhagavat-syjyesu Rudradisu || 96

Yad upanisadbhir aprathi paribraghima paramah
kamala-dréo visuddha-naya-labdha-parigkrtibhih |
itara-giro’nuroddhum idam eva ghatanta iti

sphutam upabrhmayanti munayo’ pi Manu-pramukhahi| 97

Aidamparyam apaurugeya-vacasam arthesu naisargikam
siksad aksarasiddhi-paryavasitas svadhaya-vidhyasayah|
vyahanti’ti vadanti ye japavidhinyayena santusyatam
ayusmadbhir ananya-labhya-visaye $abdas samujjrmbhate|| 98

Yas svarthesv anidampara$ éruti-giras svadhyayavidhyasayad
acaste sa vikalpam arhati vidhis sarthah kim asthiyate |

yadva’ narthaka ity anena vacasa tulyatvam asam giram

adye syad itaratra tat pratibhatah kim syad akasmad vidhih || 99

Yac chrotur grhamedhino guru-grhe kasthodakadyahrti-
vyasaktasya na sambhavaty avasaras tattatsvakarmakrame |
sydc ced gurvanuvartanadyanugunah kutra’'vakasSo bhaved

ity uktam katibhiscid atra kuéalair ittham samadhiyate || 100
6
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Yad vediksara-rasi-siddhyuparatas svadhyaya-vidhyasayas
tattanmiilaka-Sisya-krtya-virater labdhavakasah kriyah |
grotu$ éravayitur yathe’tyavasara$ $rotu$ ca siddhyet tatha

snehena sprhaya ca vittayasaso$ Sisyam guru$ $ravayet || 101

Arcirahas-sitapaksan udagayanabdamarudarkendin |

api vaidyuta-varunendra-prajapatin ativahikan ahuh || 102

Sesatvam nanu duhkham iksitam ato muktesu yuktan na tan

mai'vam madhava-dasyam aupanisadam jagarti bhiyah
priyam |

dharmigrahakamina-dhikkrtam atas tad duhkhatasadhanam

yadva tadvyatiriktadasyam asukham sadhyeta siddham hi
tat|| 103

Varaglihvaya-mandano manisi

yatibrndéraka—bhégineya-pautrah
nigaménta-payodhi—karr._ladhéro

vidadhe visva-hitdya Tattvasaram|| 104

Vatsya-Varadaguru-viracitas Tattvasaras sampirnah ||

&ri Govindah priyatim
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Not knowing the fact which the father has borne in mind, namely,
that the entire collection of things has but a single cause and doubting
the appropriateness involved in maintaining that by a knowledge of one
thing among many differing from one another there results a knowledge
of some other thing, the son raised the objection, “ O Revered Sire! can
there be such an ddesa (controller)? What is it like ?”

The Supreme Brahman Himself—who possesses as His essen-
tial nature knowledge, bliss and freedom from evil!! has
immeasurable greatness and possesses hosts of qualities, such as own-
ing a will that is ever fulfilled, which are auspicious, infinite
and of unsurpassed excellence and who is essentially unchanging!2—
has for His body all the sentient and non-sentient things in
a subtle form, i.c., in that state wherein they cannot be dif-
ferentiated by names and forms. For the sake of sport (lild) He
assumes with the aid of His will the shape of the world constituted of
infinite and wonderful things, movable and immovable ; and (He) exists
along with His modes (am$a). Therefore, by a knowledge of Brahman
all things become known. To prove this (Uddalaka thinks it necessary)
to elucidate the idea that he had all along borne in mind, namely, that
the cause and the effect are non-different ; and, for this purpose, when
interrogated, he cites illustrations drawn from everyday experience.—
“ Just as, my dear boy, from (a knowledge of) one lump of clay what-
ever is made of clay becomes known, modifications and names being
given to clay for the purpose of daily intercourse, clay alone being
real . . .”13 That is to say.—Although, for the purpose of daily inter-

11. Knowledge (jidna), bliss (ananda) and freedom from evil (amalatva) are
qualities that reveal the very essence of Brahman (svariipa-nirapaka-dharmas).
12. Brahman is essentially unchanging (avikédra) in so far as the videsya element

is concerned.
13. Chand. Up. VL. i. 4.
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course, one and the same substance, viz., clay, from out of a part of itself,
undergoes modifications in the form of shapes, such as, the diverse
configurations of jars, plates, and so forth, and acquires various names,
yet, inasmuch as these things are the manifold modifications of the self-
same substance, viz,, clay, it is definitely established that it is only clay,
and no other substance, which exists in these forms ; and by a knowledge
of a lump of clay all things, such as, jars and plates which are diverse
configurations assumed by clay, become known.

Thereupon, the son (Svetaketu), who does not understand how the
entire universe has Brahman for its unitary source, entreats (his father
thus): “ May it please your reverence to explain it to me ! ” 14

Then, in order to show that the omniscient and omnipotent Brahman
Himself is the cause of all things, the father says, “ In the beginning, this,
my dear boy, existed as Sat alone, which was one only, and without a
second.” 15

Here, the world is referred to by the word ‘this’ (idam); and the
period of time prior to creation is signified by the expression ‘in the
beginning’ (agre). By means of the expression ‘Sat alone’ (Sadeva)
it is first pointed out that at this period the world existed as Sat (ie., in
the causal condition). Keeping in mind the fact that even in the period
of creation the world continued to be so (i.e, to be Sat), it is next
pointed out by the expression ‘one only’ (ekameva) that the
world which was in the form of Sat was at that stage not differentiated
by names and forms. Since by this assertion alone it is stated that Sat

14. Chand. Up. VI. i. 7.
15. Chand. Up. VI ii. 2,
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is the material cause of the world, the existence of an’ eﬁ‘icie'n:c cause other
than Sat is excluded by the term ° Withot,lf a secon'd (ad?ntzya). .
The idea that the Controller (Pmsaszta)_ lex?self is the material
cause of the world—an idea which was b‘?rng in mind even a’;l the_;:x:y
outset when the father put the question : Did you ask about ?t”at .A Sa
by a knowledge of whom what was not hea.rd becorfles heard ? 1—-—1i nc;ow
rendered explicit. The father explair%s 1.:1'115 very idea more _clear 37 thy
stating that Sat or Brahman which is lfl itself both the mate.??d ail ?
efficient cause of the world * resolved let me become manifold, let ma
399 16
be bzltlhzsuglllartlgis' Supreme Brahman who is referred to by the expres-
sion Sat is omniscient and omnipotent and has a wi}l that 1st e;zer f}flmlii’
and although He possesses all objects that are desweld, 3::?1\,/1 orI be sake
of sport (lila), He makes of His own gccord tI.xe resolve ay . (:com;
manifold, in the shape of infinite entities, sen’fxent and non-slsn i;n \ and
may I, for that purpose, be born as many !. ; apd f:rtlaoates ert er a,n
other elements from a part of matter (prakrti) which is : urt) a par (lp;msﬁ)
of Himself. Afterwards the same Supreme Lord (Pa’:“a evata)., who
is denoted by the word Sat, makes the fur?her resolve “ By t}c:nt.er?g (;nt(i
these three divinities (not directly, but indirectly) through the individua

. 3 jant reading.
;:bg:}zi tatr;;w VL5 3 “In the beginning, this, my dear boy, existed as Sat

without a second ” is taken by the Advaitins to deny
which was one only and svagata. Such an interpretation is hardly con-
as “ It resolved ‘let me become manifold . . .”
At this stage Brahman enters into

alone, an A

all differences, sajdtiya, vijatiya an

sistent with subsequent passages, such e
17. The reference here is to samasti srsti.

advdraka). .
maltgd t;;nifse::xraet‘;f: o(f Sat with Pard Devatd must clearly stand in the way of any

attempt to distinguish the Absolute of philosophy from the God of religion.
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self, let me create distinctions of names and forms.” 1 ‘After conveying
by the expression ‘ anena jivena atmana’ the idea that the individual seif
has Brahman for its self (dtman), (the passage just -cited)
asserts that all non-sentient things acquire the character of
being objects (paddrthatva, i.e., come to possess their respec-
tive shapes) only because of the entry into them of the in-
dividual souls who have Brahman for their self, and that only
such objects acquire distinctions of names.20

This amounts to saying that the individual self has Brahman for its
Self, since it is but a qualification (prakira) of Brahman in the sense of
being His body, and since another text explicitly declares “ whose body
the self is”. All (non-sentient) objects have Brahman for their self,
because these objects, having the shapes of gods, men and so forth are
the qualifications (prakdra), in the sense of bodies, of the individual
self described just now (as being itself the prakira of Brahman).

Hence, all words, such as god (devah), man (manusyah), yaksah,
demon (rdksasah), animal (pasuh), beast (mrgah), bird (paksi), tree
(vrksah), creeper (latd), wood (kdstham), stone (sila), grass (trnam),
jar (ghatah) and cloth (patah)—which are well known to refer to
objects by virtue of the association of the stem (prakrti) with suffix

Wﬁg(g;ﬁ (Acidvastuno) is a variant reading.

19. Chand. Up. VI iii. 2. The reference here is to vyasti srsti. At this stage
Brahman enters into created things indirectly (sadvaraka), through the finite self.
It is sometimes contended that at vyasti srsti Brahman may also enter directly into
what He has created.

20. “Vastuno ndmabhiktvam iti” has been preferred to “ vastuno namariipa-
bhaktvam iti ” found in all the printed editions ; because the previous statement that
“all non-sentient things acquire paddrthatva . . .” means that they acquired dis-
tinctions of forms (riipa), and it would be needless to refer to that again in the next
passage. Further, in commenting on this passage, Sudar$anicirya refers in his
Tatparya Dipika only to distinctions of names. Cf. “tat paryantasyaiva devadi nima-
bhaktvam cetyaha evambhiitasyaiveti.”
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(pratyaya)—first denote objects having various shapes which are .made
out to be the meanings of the respective words. Thereby they signify an
aggregate of entities including the individual self, who controls thos.e
things (tadabhimani), and extending as far as the Supreme Self, who is
the Inner Controller of the individual self. ) .
Thus, in the passage commencing with the statement, “ All thmgs
that originate, my dear boy, have their origin in Sat afld have Sat for th?u-
support, and are absorbed in Sat » 21 it ig first es'tabhshed that, the‘ entire
world composed of sentient and non-sentient .thlngs has Sat ff)r 1.ts ma-
terial cause, Sat for its efficient cause, Sat for 1t§ support, and 1s“d1recte.d
by Sat and is wholly subservient to Sat. Then, in the passage—" All this
has Sat for its'Self, this is true ” Z—it is proclalrr}ed, on the ground that
the relation of Brahman to the world is the relation of cause ar?d efffact,
(the supporter and the supported) and so forth, that the follow.mg wevz
alone is true, namely, that the entire world has. Brahman fo‘r.1ts Self.
Finally, in the text “ that thou art " (tat tvam asi) the pr?posm?’n enun-
ciated earlier, namely, © All things have Brahman for their Sel.f , which
conveys the idea that Brahman Himself is the Soul of the entire wox:ld,
that the whole world is His body, and that, consequently, even the t-hm.g
denoted by the word ‘ thou’ (tvam) is reallsf Brahman w.ho has th.e indi-
vidual self for His mode (prakdra)—is applied to a particular finite self

(i.e., Svetaketu). 3 .
What has been said comes to this E—In the passage, “ All this has

That (Sat) for its Self ” (aitadatmyam idam sarvam), the world cons?st-

ing of sentient and non-sentient things is referred to by the expression

21. Chand. Up. VI, viii. 4
22. Chand. Up. VI. viil. 6.
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‘all this’ (idam sarvam),? and then it is declared that He is the soul of
this world. In other words, in respect of the world Brahman is said to
be its Self.

It has (now) to be determined whether the Brahmatmakatva
just now referred to is based on the relation of soul to the body or on
identity (of Brahman and the world). Should it be said that it is one of
identity, then qualities, such as the possession of a will that is ever rea-
lised, which are learnt at the very outset in the passage, “It resolved
‘may I become manifold, and may I be born as many’,” would become
contradicted.* That Breahmatmakatve is based on the relation of the
soul to the body is specifically learnt from other scriptural texts. (For
example) “ Entering within and ruling over all things that are born, He
is the Self of all.” 2> From this passage it is learnt specifically that He has
entered into all things that are born as their Self in the sense of His
being their Ruler, and it is also specifically learnt He is, thorefore, spoken
of as “the Self of all’ (sarvatma). Sarvitma means “ He is the Self of
all things ; and all things constitute His body ”. (Yet another text is 1)

23. It is contended that ‘aitadatmyam idam sarvam’ teaches the oneness of
Brahman and the material world, while ‘tat tvam asi’ speaks of the identity of
Brahman and the jiva. But there is little warrant for interpreting ‘ idam sarvam'® to
refer to material nature alone. Hence, it is here insisted that ‘ idam sarvam’ signifies
the world consisting of sentient and non-sentient things.

24, Satyasarnkalpatva (the possession of a will that is ever realised) cannot be
attributed to Brahman so long as it is identified with the jiva or with matter ; for the
jiva, being subject to karma, cannot be said to possess satyasamkalpatva. As for
matter, it has no will at all.

25. Tait. Up. III. 24. Whatever enters into another cannot be treated as its Self ;
for ether which is all-pervasive is not considered the self of what it pervades. Again,
whatever exercises sway over another cannot be called the self of the latter; for,
obviously, the king is never treated as the self of his subjects. Thus, both the antah-

pravesa (entry within) and praddsana (control) are essential elements in the defini-
tion of the self,
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“ He who stands in the self, he who is within the self, 'whom the self does
not know, of whom the self is the body, He who dlrfg:c;s the self from
within—He is thy Self, the Inner Rule%', the Imrriortal. It has alre.ady
been pointed out that here also (ie., in the Chandogya). the Sa‘m(le idea
(as is conveyed in the texts quoted from t.l_le othe_r upafu,sad;) 1s ;331‘;1'6
from the passage beginning with ‘anena jivena fztmana .(t rou,:;1 the
individual self). Hence, for the reason tlllat all things, senin:}xl]'t an nIc—)Il:;_
sentient, constitute His body, Brahman Himself, who has afl n}l)gs as s
body, and as His modes, is denoted by a.ll words. Tl?ere ffre’h yhme:;:s
of the equation contained in Tat tvam ast Brahman Hlmsl(: v::rh ) alz ! e
individual self for His mode is referred to, because He has the self for

His body.

When this statement is made (Tat tvam asi), what 1:185 ttO 1:19 ;ndg-
stood is this.—The individual self who was at first ém e;rihoos y the
term tvam as the controller of the body is but a mo ‘;‘;f . he ﬁur()irezx‘e
Self in virtue of His being the body of t}.lat Supreme .e ; he . n s his
reme Self and is incapable of either ex’xstmg or
£ Brahman. Therefore the term ‘thou’ (tvam)
Controller within thee and who is
Since according to the passage—

completion in the Sup
acting independently o )
means really Him who is the Inner

i with thee as His mode. ing ¢
fsli?tc;itzgterilng (the three divinities) through the individual self, let me

e e names and forms ’—the individua}I self associated
:::c;tethilic:;?tz;u?ies his name only by reason of h;;\lvmg Bgzhz?a: f;)(xi-
his Self, what is intended to be chveyed by both t ;I wor 19 ‘6 ; ihe
tvam) which are put in apposition 15 really Brahman (Himse 1o i th
two, tat signifies Brahman who is the cause of the universe, who is the

26. Brh. Up. V. vii. 22.
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seat of all auspicious qualities, who is without any taint and without any
change ; and tvam also denotes the same Brahman viewed as the Inner
Controller of the individual self and as being associated with the jiva,
who is a mode of Himself and who constitutes His body. Thus, it is
pointed out that the two words tat and tvam denote one and the same
entity, i.e.,, Brahman, but in two different aspects. (This interpretation
accords best with the definition of samanddhikaranya). Besides, the
qualities of Brahman, such as freedom from taint and changelessness, His
being the seat of all auspicious gualities and the cause of the universe—
these are not contradicted (as they would have to be on the theory which
seeks to equate tat and tvam on the basis of identity, and which makes
Brahman the seat of avidya). :

Persons who have not understood the Vedanta fail to realise that all
inanimate things and all individual selves have Brahman for their Self.
Further, they consider that the words refer only to their respective objects
which are only a part of what those terms really signify. On the other
hand, persons well versed in the Vedanta, after listening to discourses
on upanisadic passages (from a competent guru) realise that all objects
have Brahman for their Self, since they are the effects of Brahman and
since they have Brahman for their Inner Controller ; they also realise
that all words denote Brahman who has for His modes the objects signi-
fied by the respective terms.

It may be objected that, on such a view, the common understanding
of words, such as ‘cow’ (gau) as denotative of their respective objects
would be falsified. The reply to this objection is “It is not so”. In
commenting upon the text ‘nama rupe vyakaravani . . .’ (let me dis-
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tinguish by names and forms), it has already bt‘aex? poin.ted out that_ all
words denote the Supreme Self who is in association with non-sentient
objects and individual selves. For the reason that of these three the
primary part, namely, the Supreme Self, is I_)eyond the reach of percep-
tion and other means of knowledge (pramana) based thereon, laymen
(i.e. those unacquainted with Vedanta-$astra), however, wher} thiy
employ words, believe that the signiﬁcanFe of each. w_ord efnds \gth the
particular object which is but a part of its total 51gmﬁcat1cl>n. :It the
understanding of the significance of words becomes comp gtehlo ; y oﬁ
hearing the Vedanta (expounded by a competent gu7.'u) : Smf] arly, a

the words found in the Veda reveal as their resp.ectzve meanings what
extend as far as the Supreme Self. All words,. in fact, be:long to the
Veda?” After creating all things as before (as in the p revious kalpa),
and then taking all words one after another from the Yeda itself, they
were employed, as of old, by the Supr eme-Bra.hman Hlmselfl\zs nar}r:es
of several objects which find their completion in Brahman. ‘amllf as
expressed the same idea thus.—* From the wor.ds of the Veda itse H;
(ie., the Lord) created in the beginning the diverse _nar;lses and varie

activities as also the manifold shapes (samstha) . Here the
term samsthi means samsthanah, that is, shapes or . co'nﬁgura-
tions. The revered Parafara also says:—In 1.:he beginning He
fixed from the Vedic words themselves the d{err.se? names and
forms of all beings commencing from the divinities and also

2. Compare Lokavedadhikarana in Pir. Mimamsd Sitra, L 9.
28. Manu Smrti, I 20.
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the wide range of their functions”.?® The Veda also declares,
“The Sustainer created the sun and the moon as before (as in the pre-
vious kalpa).” 30 It means that the Lord, after creating the sun and the
moon as in the previous epoch, assigned to them names as before. In this
manner the non-difference of Brahman and the world has heen
expounded.

Hence the proposition is established that by knowing that one thing
(i.e,, Brahman) all things become known. From the teaching that all
things are the effects of Brahman, it follows that they are constituted of
Brahman (Brahmatmaka); on this ground and on no other, do all things
become real ; 3 that is why it is declared tat satya (it is real); as in the
example cited,*? all the modifications of clay are real solely because they
are constituted of clay (mrtatmaka).

Those texts also which attempt to determine the nature of Brahman
(Sodhaka-vikya) establish the Supreme Brahman as one in whom all
auspicious qualities abide and one who is taintless. Even on the view
that they teach that Brahman is opposed to the negative of each of the
features suggested by the terms, it is impossible for these texts to esta-
blish a distinctionless entity, because distinction is bound to arise in
respect of the several features negatived.

29. Visnu Purdna, 1. v. 63.

30. Tait. Up. IV. 1.

31. The world is real precisely because it has Brahman for its Atman, and not
on its own right.

32. The examples of clay, iron and copper adduced by the father are instances
of causal substances undergoing genuine change (parindma) and giving rise to real
effects. It is interesting to note that the rope-snake illustration suggestive of the
pheni:mer‘;ality of the effects and the fictitious character of causal change is nowhere

employed.

BODHAVIMARSA

BY

V. SUBRAMANYA SASTRI.
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