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By The Editor

THE PRESIDENT AND THE
" HEADMASTER OF THE
OLCOTT MEMORIAL SCHOOL

HAVE wanted to talk to you about
whether we can so improve our
Olcott Memorial School educational

© activity that it gives real education to

a particular‘ class which it has been
brought into existence to help.

I am more and more convinced, as
I go on, that the examinations for
which we prepare our students and
the subjects of the curriculum, as we
teach them, do not really go to the
very root of their lives. In fact I am
all the more convinced that on the
whole (I do not know whether this
is an exaggeration) we do more harm

than good by our present system of
education. We make our pupils rest-
less, dissatisfied, and we wrench them
away from their normal modes of living .
without being able really to plant them
safely in any newer mode,

Now I have noticed in most of the
peons whom we have working here

" bow little real education they have,

They have a smattering of English,
Geography and History, and other
subjects of the curriculum, which g
no use to them really, and always I
notice how little capacity there is to
do things well.

I am wondering whether we ought
not to consider the question of convert-
ing- our school into a school of practic-
al utility, paying less attention to the
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ordinary subjects of the curriculum and
fitting our students to do well the things
they are likely to have to do in life. Or,
as Ruskin puts it, to do better the things
which normally they would be doing in
life. I think it would be a very wonderful
thing if our Olcott Memorial School be-
came, so to speak, a Craft School ; if we
paid only the minimum of attention to
literacy and to any elaborations of literacy,
as in the subjects of the curriculum, and
developed the character of every single
boy by evoking it mainly from his hands,

so that you would send out into the im--

mediate world young people who could do
things.

For example, none of these young people
want to be gardeners. They do not want
to have anything less than the duties of a
peon, but they cannot even do that effect-
ively. They are bad peons when they might
be good gardeners, so that I think we tend
to render a disservice to the Harijans by
our present mode of education. We are
not really educating them. We are in-
structing them and there is a very vast
difference between the two.

Now 1 am wondering whether you could
brood over this and see if you could not,
perhaps with the help of others, introduce
a very modified form of the Wardha
scheme without all its many defects, but
with certain of its very obvious advantages.
1 am wondering, if you were able to evolve
a Crafts curriculum, with a running com-
mentary in the shape of any subjects which
might be necessary, you could engage the
interest of Government so that we should
not lose financially thereby, but possibly
might gain by their realization that we are
trying to be very practical.

What do you think about all this at first
sight ?

Mpr. Krishnan : The present curriculum
will have to be completely overhauled.
‘When the Government gives us recogni-
tion, it is with the understanding that we
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have to satisfy the . ing
points.

We are teaching a few handerafts—91 take
about 80 to 90 students ‘and give them
certain crafts for a period of three months.
Then they are shifted to some other branch
for four or six months, By the time they
are through they know four or five hand-
crafts.

The President : But are those crafts of
any practical value in earning a livelihood ?
Do you not think we could persuade the
educational authorities, if we show them a
progressive crafts curriculum in which
crafts of real value were very definitely
taught, to help us ? They are not obsessed
by the efficacy of the present system.
Brood over it and see what could be
done, what it would cost and how we
might approach the educational depart-
ment to interest it in what you might
call an experimental school in which
craftsmanship of all kinds suitable to the
type of pupil we are educating will be the
dominant note. Any examinations will be
3‘11 craftsmanship rather than the three

R’s” with permutations and combina-
tions.

While it might mean a change in the
staff, it would also mean a change in the
efficiency and output of the students, I
am not at all sure, but if we took a long
view, and decided next year to introduce
the scheme, if necessary, we might send one
or two of our teachers to be trained in
certain specific crafts.

Everything depends on the way in which
you could fit a practical craft education—
learning by doing—to the particular needs
of the type of pupil you have and to the
prospects which normally lie before him,
You know what your pupils can generally
become. To do better the work they are
normally called upon to do is the high
purpose of our Olcott Memorial School.

It has been borne in upon me very
strongly recently that we have to modify
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pector on certain

We have to be very careful. .

day we will have Ao

" scheme.

o gl 1B

s Pssential spiritual principles
of education and not upon the worldly
aspects, [ am hoping that the Interpe}-
tional Arts Centre of which Rukmini is
the Head may some day be able to mother
a little school of about twelve or fifteen
children, whose parents are willing they
should be educated along as real lines as
we may be able to produce, parents who
are not anxious about their children’s
passing an examination or earning a live-
lihood, but about their becoming real human
beings, instead of the artificial buman be-
ings that they do become under the pres-
ent system. As we travel through India,
we might be able to find a few parents
willing and eager to give their children
for a real education. That is in the
distance,

In the foreground there might possibly
be a very wonderful crafts school, which,
I think, if we could get it established,
would really command the admiration of
educationists everywhere, and would be

felt by the existing Government as a really

national system of education. They are
groping very immaturely in the Wardha
1 think we could produce an
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Adyar scheme in which there would be ajl
the good qualities of the Wardha scheme
and we need not be saddled with its weak-
nesses.

Think about it. Take your time. Gradu-
ally begin to formulate it. Do not think
of what is being done anywhere else, that
is, in America, Russia, etc. Come to vour
own conclusions. Books very often djstort
your own clear vision. You have been
exceedingly successful in this present
curriculum,. 1 think you could come face
to face with the real needs of the particular
type of student you are educating and
meet them. I know myself, so far as {
am concerned, I have passed large numbers
of examinations more or less successfully,
and though 1 have gone through the
routine, I can testify how little it has
helped me. 1f only I could do things
more, it would make me much more useful
and certainly much move happy.

Mr. Krishnan @ 1 myself have not been
very well satisfied with the results. I have
wied to iptroduce thirteen or fourteen hand-
crafts. Omne or two of my colleagues have
been thinking seriously how to bring in
effectively into our own school the Wardha
scheme, at the same time not forgetting
our ideals.

The Presideni: Pursue that line ar.
dently !

AN APOLOGY

sorry that the fact that a group of Young Theosophist
workg:/: x:‘;: ;Zg;nsiblé for the Goodwill Day programme was omitted from
the report given in our June issue. The whole of the programme of Goodwilt
Day, and some of the celebration of White Lotus Day on May 8 was in the
hands of this group of young workers. They carried out their dutles excel-
lently, and credit must always go to those to whom credit is due. Especially
in the case of our younger warkers, there is sometimes a tendency for them to
be ignored as if only the older workers did any real watk. We. oldey peaple
must not only bring our younger brethren forward in every possible way, but
our greatest happiness must lie not in the work we curselves do but in the
wotk that these younger people, ousr successors, are able to do, and there is

very much that they do exceedingly well. ‘

2

G. 8. A,
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THE TRIANGLE OF MY LIFE

THE Masters— Theosophy—The Theo-

sophical Society : this is the Triangle
of my life, as it has been for half a century
and is today, and will be, 1 know, until
this incarnation is over. And even after-
wards this Triangle will still remain. The
Masters will still be my Masters. Theos-
ophy will still be my Truth, even though
I hope I shall know it more deeply than 1
know it today. And a Theosophical Society
will be a channel for my expression of
these Truths, however different it may be
as to name, as to objects, as to forms.

[ am sure that most of you, perhaps all
of you, feel as I feel, even though differ-
ently. 1 hope you do, for I am sure that
in the spirit of these truths—the Masters,
Theosophy, The Theosophical Society—
though by no means in the forms as we
know them today, lies the essence of our
living.

G. S. A,

[See the Watch-Tower notes in the july
Theosophist for a review of the President’s
work during the last six months.]

ADYAR VILLAGES

The Village Improvement Association
of the villages around Adyar has recently
published a report of wark done during the
two years of its existence. This Associa-
tion, with a non-T heosophist as president,
is the organization through which many
resident-Theosophists have engaged in
village work., The report shows the estab-
lishment of two reading-rooms, one new
school in the fisher village, with a new
cudjan shed o house it, the formation of a

Scout’ Troop of over 25 Scauts, the con

struction of one new well donated mainly

by The Theosophical Society in memory o

Dr. Apnie Besant, and the improvement of

other wells. Street-lighting has been jm-
proved in some villages, The Theosophical
Saciety erecting a light near the Baby
Welcome for the benefit of Urur village,
and four individuals bave been kind enough,
at the request of the Association, to keep
the lights of their bungalow frontage fully
lit until ten o'clock every evening, thus
making it less difficult for pedestrians on
those roads. Two latrines have been con-
str'ucted and a scavenger appointed by the
District Board, at the request of the As-
saciation. Preventive measures were taken
in two villages at the outbreak of smallpox
and cholera epidemics ; health pamphlets in
Tamil were distributed, and arrangements
made with the National Health Associa-
tion for lantern-lectures and cinema shows
in all the villages, dealing with smallpox,
cholera, leprosy, and other diseases. In
response to the wishes of the villagers, a
request was sent through the Association
to the District Collector, and a toddy shop
was removed from the site near the ele-
mentary school where it proved a bad in-
fluence on the children. "The Assaciation
has been instrumental in securing many
miscellaneous benefits for the villages by
writing or appearing in person on their
behalf before the District Board.

The report closes with thanks to the
President of the District Board and to the
District Collector for their help to the
Association, to the Olcott Memorial Schoal
for imparting free education to 500 village
children, to The Theosophical Society Dis-
pensary for giving free medical ajd to the
villagers and rendering child.welfare and

160
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maternity benefits, and to Dr. Arundale
for his genuine interest in the work of the
Association.

» MY PAY, AMMA!"

“My pay, Amma!’” A little lad stands
before me, his eyes glowing with happiness,
for has he not in hand a fine new bill
{currency notel] brought him by the Trea-
surer's helper—his pay for the whole
month ?

Why does he stand before me so pa-
tiently waiting my convenience 7 This little
Indian office-boy could take no pleasure in
his bill, did his mistress not herself give it
to him, for in India even pay-day is a
religious ceremony and the one for whom
you work must bless your pay, or you
could not happily spend it.

Many a time 1 have sent my house-ser-
vant to town to get same small article of
clothing for himself. = He will not use it
until 1 bave handed it to him myself with
a blessing.

But the little office-1ad with the glowing
eyes is waiting for me. From his hand 1
take the bill and put it back into his hand
with a gesture of love and a smile. Who
could do otherwise? ‘ My pay, Amma!”
~the spirit of this wonderful land of
India wherein all outer acts have their
spiritnal significance.

A. H. P

THE ARTS AND CRAFTS

The President, in his address on ** Ideals
of Education ” to the Besant Theosophical
Schoal, on April 15, said :

*India needs a most substantial re-
naissance in the cultural feld through the
development of the Arts and of the Crafts.
Though the promoters of the Wardha
scheme have felt the necessity of stressing
the Crafts, they have not stressed the

1 Mother,”’

Arts, and the overstressing of the Crafts
is very dangerous and most unfortunate.
We need a cultural renaissance ip India,
and the sooner it takes place the better,
lest the influences of the West, distorted
as they come to us in India, may bring
into being a psendo-culture which will do
infinite injury to India, and from which it
will take her a very long time to recover,
and will only perpetuate in India that
slave-mentality which dominates today,
even though we have advanced toa certain
extent on the path of Freedom.

“1f we look at the Indian films for in-
stance, we realize what immense mischief

“they are doing, no doubt with the best wil}

in the world. We see haw every studio
is, practically speaking, little moare than a
caricature of Hollywood. It has always
been said, and very rightly, by those who
may be expected to know, that India has
the very best material available for films,
1 do not think that any country could
prodace more magnificent and more
inspiring films so far as the story is con-
cerned, than India. We have yet to see
in India a film company which is intent
on catching the Indian spirit in all its
purity, its freedom, its independence, and
making that the substance of a film which
has no relation whatever to the foreign
films.

“1 regard the film industry in Indja
with very grave anxiety, and I feel how
important it is in evety school and every
callege that there should be every effort
made to produce a renaissance of that
Indian culture which made and kept India
great while the rest of the world was stil}
barbarous.

“Go one lays the very greatest stress
upon the renaissance of the Arts and of
the Crafts, and I am very thankful to
know that under the guidance of Srimag;
Rukmini Devi and her colleagues at Kala
Ksetram, the International Academy of
the Arts at Adyar, Madras, is most closely
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associated with the work of the Besant
Theosophical School, for we need culture,
and it is perfectly clear that the first, the
prime, and, one might almost say, the sole
objective of the International Academy of
the Arts is culture.”

ADYAR DAY COLLECTION
TREBLED IN U.S.A.

The President is in receipt of a cheque
for $ 4,800 (well over 14,000 rupees) from
the Chairman of the Adyar Day Committee
in the U.S.A., Mr. Thomas W. Pond.
What this means to Adyar is best express-
ed in the President’s own words in a letter
to Mr. Pond :

13

How you were able to collect this
magnificent sum in these difficult days,
three times as much as your contribution
last year, I cannot imagine. But you must
have had a splendid Adyar Committee,
every member of which I most gratefully
thank on behalf of the Headquarters of our
Society at Adyar. This great generosity
from our American brethren is-of immense
help, especially as so many countries
throughout the world are in great financial
straits, some being able to send nothing at
all. Indeed it is rather for us to try to
help them to tide over their difficulties.
America steps in—it has its financial diffi-
culties too, but perhaps it has more re-
sources than most of its fellow-Sections—
and the work that the Adyar Day Fund
is able to do goes on as usual. ‘ Work at
Adyar as usual’ seems to be the objective
of the Adyar Committee in the United
States, and it reaches this objective every
time.”

THE GREAT SEAL

In 1937, when the President spent the
summer months here at Headquarters he
gave much thought and time and personal
supervision to the work of improving the

JuLy

physical side of Adyar., Among the irﬁprove-
ments effected were reincarnations of the
old roads into new concrete roads
the fine old hall of Colonel’s time i’hto our
present very much beautified Headquarters
Hall; also a large Theosophical seal (to be
flood-lit at night) was fixed on the highest
roof of Headquarters Building. This seal is
cl_xa.nged now into a blue-and-gold Neon
Sign. It was ready to be switched on on
Friday, June 2. At 8 p.m. after the roof
tal‘l::, the President switched it on, saying‘:

In the name of those kind friends who
gave this sign, and for the service of our
Elders and of Theosophy and The Theo-

sophical Society, I switch on this Neon
Seal Sign.”

and of

THE STORY OF AN ADYAR BIRD

It was one Sunday morning that a little
famished bird was brought to me. Poor
thing ! It was more dead than alive, found
in a nest with a dead brother or sister.
The feathers were still enclosed in their
shafts so that the little body was bare. As
T took it in my hand and carefully gave it
water, the tiny body quivered. Soon an
egg was boiled, bread soaked, and the two
mixed together. With a little nail-stick
I opened the thin, fine beak and put in
some of the food. A little nest was made
of dry, soft grass and it was not long
before the little bird cheered up and looked
contentedly at me.. Every hour I fed him
and soon he became quite lively. He was
a young hoopie, a beautiful brown bird
with black and white striped wings and
a brown-and-white crest on his head.

In a week my Hoopie was so far
advanced that its body was covered with
feathers and the crest became visible. He
hopped about his cage on ‘his long thin
legs. -

One day I opened the door, and K sking
very carefully about him, Hoopie at last
ventured forth, Every day I observed

P e
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something new about him; every day he
grew and developed. He knew me and
when I came into the room calling * Hoo-
pie! Hoopie!” he would open his beak and
shriek his recognition. He was hungry!

I taught him to spring from my hand
on to the ground, and later to fly short
distances, and at last one day Hoopie flew
around the room. He no longer liked to be
closed up in his cage, so I set him free 77~
doors. He would pick little pieces of bread
from the ground, but as he flew against the
walls 1 could no longer keep him in the
room. At the end of fourteen days I took
him into the field nearby where there are
large banyan trees and set him free.
Hoopie flew into the trees while I besought
the nature-spirits to look after him. Then
I went home and did not see him again
for the rest of the day.

The next morning I was playing the
organ, as I had been accustomed to do
when Hoopie lived in the room, when my
cervant called me: ‘“ Madam! Madam !
come ; the bird has come back and I can-
not catch him.” I went out and there was
Hoopie perched on an electric lamp on the
veranda. I called: “ Hoopie! Hoopie!”
and he came straight to me with open
beak as if saying: I am so hungry.” I
do not know who was the happier at that
moment, the bird or myself! Food was
soon prepared, and Hoopie satisfied and
sitting on my shoulder. But after a while
he flew away into a tree.

Now he comes regularly to be fed; he
lives in the trees and knows how to find
his boarding-house. Every two or three
hours I hear him, and as I play the organ
he chirps an accompaniment. How long
will our play last ? Will he soon become
a big bird? He has already found a friend,
who, I hope, will teach him to find his
proper food, for he is an insect-eater a:nd
] cannot provide insects. This morning
Hoopie was here, sitting on my head.

SPR,

3
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THE ADYAR THERMOGRAPH

This has been a particularly hot summer
all over India. The President has noted
with disapproval the fact that the city of
Madras has been recording higher tempera-
ture than places which are known as
generally hotter than Madras. Adyar, how-
ever, is always several degrees less warm
than Madras. Even so, some residents
are glad they went to the hills; and the
records of our thermograph, housed in a
wooden structure under the shade of a
mango tree in care of the T.P.H., show
that our hottest days were June lst, 2nd,
3rd, when the mercury reached 107%.

The President’s comment in a roof-talk
on one of these days was that even his
trips abroad were usually a case of “‘ from
heatred to heatred " ; and this was his idea
of an ideal tour:

“1 want some day to leave Adyar in
January, to get thoroughly chilled as I go
to Europe on board the steamer, knowing
that I have to look forward to more and
more cold, as we pass into a cold gray
Mediterranean Sea with lowering clouds
overhead, and overcoats, and cabin radi-
ators an absolute necessity.”

AN H. P. B. JOKE

A friend writes that Mr. S. Old told a
yarn about H.P.B. Evidently she thought
that this callow youth wanted rousing out
of a smug idea of negative goodness. She
looked at him and said: “I like your
English language, you can say so much
in one word—Dammn !’

ANOTHER JOKE

Our veteran Treasurer, aged 70, has
just returned from town where she was
attending a Theosophical funeral. She had
so much to do that she got flustered and
absent-mindedly proceeded to get into the
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hearse—i
rse—it was a motor-hearse—which

carri

¢ rried the coffin. The Lodge president
as convulsed v‘vith laughter, but the dear

lady remarked : “ 1 am a little premature.”

—FROM A LETTER

THE BOOK OF THE MONTH

The T. P. H. advertises that the book
of the month is The Ancient Wisdom, by
Annie Besant, which means it is a first
Adyar edition, just printed by the Vasanta
Press, of the great classic of Theosoph-
ical literature. It was written and first
printed in 1897 “to place in the hands of the
general reader an epitome of Theosophical
teachings, sufficiently plain to serve the
elementary student, and sufficiently full to
lay a sound foundation for further knowl-
edge.”

A GOLDEN THREAD

It is my hope that this little monthly
messenger from Headquarters will form
a golden thread of affection and kindly
feeling between The Society’s centre and
the members scattered all over the world

. . that their interest will thereby be
quickened, and their corporate feeling
strengthened.

1 should be glad to receive from them
any news from their own localities that
might be of interest to Theosophists else-
where. -—ANNIE BESANT

[This note is reprinted from The Adyar
Bulletin, January 1908, a previous incar-
nation of THE THEOSOPHICAL WORKER
as it so graciously endorses our own purj
pose, and our request today for news of
work from the Lodges.]

ANOTHER BESANT SCHOOL

Dr. Arundale sent the following message
to Mr. G. N. Gokhale for the occasion of
the opening on July 2nd of the new Besant
Theosophical School in Benares :

JuLy
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.I send my very best wishes on the oc-
casion of the resumption of Dr. Annie
Besant’s educational work in the old home
in which she started it. I am very sure
that §he herself will not only welcome this
i);iz:;cil homage to her, but will give her
o nt blessing to her Theosophical

c 901, and to all who work in it and
for it.

“If you are able t
grinciples with which Zhiogz;;e;h:hf 33?
Cl;tnzver to.be remembered, Central Hindu
co sécz{th an insistence on truly religi-
o ion anc? on an eager patriotism,
qu er .Wlth active training in doing as
o gali emt knowjng, then I am sure you
e Ho India the type of citizen she
ing Si;]ce ];;: at Adyar we have been try-
the Beoant 1 hto follm-iv these principles in
doing oot eosophical School, which is
the commendi)‘od work and has earned
authonttins 1on of our local educational

(13
Soutlzla:n ;b:hTheosophical School of the
North et }el Thepsophical School of the
Indi anfi in hand to help to give

a a truly Indian education.”

MY HOLIDAY IN POONA

ar;?j:; ina Prather hot train journey, I
th. Tr oo.na on the morning of May
of the a joy t'o see the rich colouring
o Mc)huy varieties of flowering trees,
o br,. Labl'xrnum and Jacaranda
popeci aneullg noticeable. It was fierce-
till aft:ar suns twaS s e o Toctare
il aft East. eL , dwhen 1 was due to lecture
second floor fo otse i e o o
poeond flo of a house in a very crowded
s 3aarter of Cantonments, and the
eeting bls ona te¥raced roof, under the
stars e‘ssedly airy, though rather too

1ly accessible to the sounds from th
street and surrounding houses Imh dle
small but appreciative audient.:e foramal
talk on World Conditions and the neeﬁ
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for Theosophical Lodges to be awake to
their responsibilities. ~All were eagerly
responsive to what I could convey to them
of the Adyar spirit of service, and the
President’s Call to Action. Mr. Krishna-
rao Ganesh, the Vice-President of the
Lodge, seems to spend most of his even-
ings at the Lodge, where the Library is
open daily, and three meetings take place
weekly for study or discussion. I found
an old friend from my earlier days in
Benares, Miss Aimai Nagarwalla, in charge
of the Library, and also conducting a
small Montessori class in the mornings
on the Lodge premises. On White Lotus
Day 1 went there again, and thereafter
every Saturday and some Sundays.

The chief Poona Lodge, owning its
own building in a much quieter part of
the City, I came in contact with later,
especially in connection with Masonic
practices and ceremonies. There a weekly
meeting is held on Monday for study and
discussion, in an atmosphere of harmony
and friendliness ; but little attempt is made
in the way of propaganda or outer world
contacts, except for a set of public lectures
one of which I was asked to give at the
Gokhale Hall, arranged for a week in
June. On Thursday, May 18th, I gave
a lecture on Girls’ Education at the Anglo-
Urdu High School.

I reached Belgaum the next day at 12.30
instead of 10 a.m., yet found a kind friend
waiting me with a motor-car, Dr. Sivesh-

who was putting me up at his

warker,
in the Fort, for the

pleasant bungalow with
Belgaum Conference. Belgaum was much

cooler than Poona, indeed quite like a hill
station in climate, and the meetings of the
Conference were all well attended and en-
thusiastic. Mr. Chiplunkar presided, and
he and Mr. Bhagavat were the chief
lecturers daily, speaking in Marathi. But
there were discussions in English, in which
I joined, presiding over one, and I ad-
dressed a newly formed Youth Lodge, with
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special pleasure, as they were such a fine,
vigorous and independent set of young
men. Once I took food with the other dele-
gates at the Camp admirably organized by
Mr. Topkhane, and we had an interesting
talk there among the delegates on how best
to co-operate with the President in these
difficult times. On Sunday evening there
was a Camp-fire, and entertainments lasting
from 8.30 p.m. till well after midnight—
excellent quality, but rather too much in
quantity for me, though not for others.

I returned to Poona on May 23rd, and
resumed a quiet life there, going out for
morning and evening walks, and attending
Lodges. Mr. and Miss Kulkarni were other
old friends I met both in Belgaum and
Poona. At Lodges I talked on Dr. Arun-
dale's weekly Open Letters, and discussed
plans of work. On the 3lst I visited an
interesting Nature-Cure Clinic up on
the top of a hill, within the ruins of a
Fort of Sivaji. It was a steep climb, but
worth the trouble, for the air and views
on top, and Dr. Mehta and his patients at
the Clinic were all interesting people.

On Friday morning, June 9th, I went to
Bombay, where I had been invited to spend
a few days. [ lectured there to the Blav-
atsky Lodge, gave a talk t6 the Dadar
Lodge, saw a Lotus Circle in action and
visited the St. Germain Lodge of Co-
Masonry, and have been much impressed
with the fine tone and excellent efficiency
of the Bombay work. I much enjoyed too
the drive Mr. Green took me round the
beautiful city, and my stay with Mr. and
Mrs. R. D. Aria. Sunday I spent very
happily at Juhu, with the delightful col-
onists there, seeing something of their
Lodge working, and the Masonic Concord
Lodge in the evening.

The next morning I returned to Poona.
On my last Thursday there I lectured to the
South Indian Association in their special
school buildings, and had a large audience.
Saturday evening saw a big gathering at
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the Poona Co-Masonic Lodge, for an In-
stallation which I took, many Bombay
brothers coming also to assist; and on
Sunday there was a special combined meet-
ing of a farewell character, at the East
Lodge, which was the largest gathering |
had seen there, including many non-Theos-
ophists.

So ended my visit, and 1 have many
happy memories of Poona. 1 am particular-
ly grateful to my host, Dr. K. J. Kabraji,
the enthusiastic President of East Lodge,
who welcomed me with true brotherliness
in his home. He is a busy man, having
charge of an important department of the
Meteorological Department, but he finds
tinie and energy for Lodge work and organ-
ization, and is a great reader, keeping
intellectually in touch with all vital ques-
tions. He has taken great pains to prepare
and have printed an exhaustive question-
naire for College Youths to answer, hoping
theretrom to gain more understanding of
their attitude to life, for more mutual
co-operation. It should be of much help,
if the College students can be persuaded to
answer in the detail required of them. So
far he has not met with great encourage-
ment in this direction.

To him and to my other kind hosts, in
Belgaum, Bombay and Juhu, my best
thanks and fraternal greetings.

HeELEN VEALE

HOMAGE TO ADYAR

Apart from residence, for my work is
elsewhere ; apart from meetings, which
now I do not attend ; apart from my fami-
ly or friends, who may be living here—1I
find Adyar uniquely attractive. I appre-
ciate it because of its natural beauty ;
I appreciate it because it is a place really
free from cruelty both to animals and
lhhuman beings—if ever anyone is hard in
any way to any person or creature, he or
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ihe 15 ashamed of it, if not at once, then
after many days” ; I appreciate Adyar be-
ca};lse helre is found more purity than any-
where else that 1 know-—no flesh-eati
no drinking, no smoking, no co:r:: tll;]:,
guage, and also a great attempt to rise
above other forms of impurity. Thisis a
place where high principles and great
ideals of life and service have been tru-
ly lived by some almost perfectly—one
senses the aroma of this; and where each
and all, at all times, believe firmly in high
principles and great ideals however much
they fail to live them—one senses the
aroma of this too.

And so I like to come to Adyar as often
as I can. Each visit, brief or long, of a
few days or a few weeks, is like an island
of deep happiness and inspiration separated
from the mainland of my life of work—
work which is congenial and life which is
not unhappy. Each time I am glad to come
and sorry to go, and all the time I am
away from here, in the midst of my busiest
or most successful days, I am thinking of
Adyar and longing to return there—for
a visit !

ONE WHO LOVES ADYAR

WHEN THE WORLD FAILS UTTERLY

It is when the world fails utterly that
the Masters shine forth in Their strength,
or when a Crucifixion to come ordains a
Transfiguration to go before it.

While the world suffices, while there is
refuge in the world, while Book or Person,
experience or seeking, code or company,
continue to provide the needed peace and
sense of the fullness of Life, while the
world is complete as it is, Their world
waits, They wait. They are not yet wanted
as They must be wanted, wanted as the
parched and almost dying hart panteth
after water-brooks which still elude them.

G.S.A.

The Passing of a

HE President received the news by

cable on Sunday, June 18, that Mr.

Warrington had passed away from his home
at Krotona, Ojai, on Friday, June 16.

To Mrs. Warrington was sent the fol- '

lowing cable by the President on behalf
of The Theosophical Society :

“‘The whole Society deeply sympathizes
with you in the passing of a great Theos-
ophist.” —ARUNDALE

Albert Powell Warrington was born
27 August 1866, in Berlin, Maryland, and
experienced frail health during childhood.
After high school he entered the traffic

.service of.a railway company, becoming
‘traffic manager within a few years, but

gave up this work to study law, later prac-
tising with his father-in-law in Virginia.

In June 1896, Mr. Warrington first ‘

learned of Theosophy and joined The
Society immediately, his early Theosoph-
ical reading being under the kindly guidance
of the American General Secretary, Mr.
Alexander Fullerton. In 1897 he first
met Mrs. Besant who was on a lecture-
tour in the United States, forming a link
with her which was ever afterward a
source of inspiration and strength to him.
Two years later he visited her in London,
where he first met Mr. Leadbeater who
also wielded a strong influence. on his
future life. The third great friend out-
standing in his Theosophical career was
Colonel Olcott, whom he first met in
Washington in 1902, and at whose request,
three years later, he went to Cuba to
handle a legacy left to The Theosophical
Society. :

In 1906 when Mr. Leadbeater was
severely attacked from within The Society,
Mr. Warrington with a small minority
championed his rights in spite of the

Great Theosophist

Colonel’s opposition and stood firmly for
Brotherthood. The following year Mr,
Warrington energetically supported Mrs.
Besant’s candidature for Presidency of
The Society. In 1928 he became The
Society’s Vice-President.

In 1906 Mr. Warrington formulated
plans, which Mrs. Besant and Mr. Lead-
beater heartily endorsed, for a Colony
similar to Pythagoras’ Colony at early Cro- .
tona. In 1912 the idea became effective ;
with the financial assistance of Mr. A. F,
Knudsen a small tract was purchased in
the foothills of Hollywood and designated
“Krotona.” As Mr. Warrington was
almost simultaneously chosen the American
General Secretary, following Dr. Weller
Van Hook's resignation, Krotona served
as Headquarters of the American Section.

Mr. Warrington organized the Section
into six territorial Divisions with a Rep.-
resentative for each. In addition to the
regular Sectional magazine, The Messen-
ger, he started The American Theosophist,
which was soon discontinued, however, as
taking subscriptions from The Theosophist,
Although not a churchman, Mr. Warring-
ton offered Bishop Wedgwood facilities to
start the American work of his Church,
and was also active in furthering Co.
Masonry. In spite of opposition from time
to time, especially two strong onslaughts in
1914 and in 1919, Mr, Warrington pressed
steadily forward in the work to which he
had enthusiastically dedicated his life. In
eight years the Section grew in member-
ship from -approximately 3,800 to 7,000.

When Mr. Warrington resigned in 1920
as National President (the American title
of the office of General Secretary having
been so named in 1915) in favour of Mr.
L. W. Rogers, the Section’s Headquarters
were moved back to Chicago.
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Mr. Warrington went to Australia, and
then to England and France—attending
the 1921 Theosophical World Congress at
Paris—and accompanied Mrs. Besant to
India on her return to Adyar. This was
his first visit to Adyar. Thence he went
back to Krotona via Australia, in 1922,
and took up again his old work.

In 1924 tke Krotona Estate was sold
and, upon Mr. Warrington's advice, re-
established in the Qjai Valley, becoming
exclusively an Eastern School Headquar-
ters for the Americas ; the Ojai Valley also
became Krishnaji’s transient home and
American Camp Centre, as well as the
basis for the Happy Valley project under-
taken by Dr. Besant. In 1925, he visited
Adyar again for a few weeks, specially to
attend the Golden Jubilee Convention of
The Theosophical Society.

After having served for five years as the
Vice-President of The Society, upon Dr.
Besant’s death in September 1933, Mr.
Warrington in his capacity as Vice-Presi-
dent acted as President of The Theosoph-
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ical Society until the Inauguration of the
new President the following June. After
a brief lecture-tour in India, Mr. and Mrs.
Warrington then returned to Ojai.

He was fortunate in his wife, Betty, who
was both a devoted help-meet and a perfect
friend. Mr. Warrington retained till his
passing the indefinable charms, “ the soft,
modulated voice, gentle manmers and inborn
chivalry, which are the inheritance of the
Southerner” ; retiring and studious by
nature, he was completely an idealist, de-
lighting in anything which adds to human
culture and happiness. His writings in-
clude articles and editorials, and the article
on “Theosophy and Occultism” in the
Encyclopedia Americana. Mr. Warrington
accompanied Dr. Besant on a number of
tours, and himself lectured extensively.
Ever ready to support the collateral move-
ments she wished to be helped, yet The
Theosophical Society, Dr. Besant’s School,
and the development of Krotona as an
American Centre for the Masters had al-
ways been for him the most important work.

ANOTHER FINE THEOSOPHIST PASSES

Mrs. J. W. B. Bean passed away on
the 14th May, after a protracted and serious
illness, during which Dr. Bean and her
closest friends in Brisbane had watched
over her with loving care and comradeship.

Now after over 40 years’ membership in
The Society, including 23 years associated
with Section Headquarters, after pioneering
Theosophical and public work in Queens-
land and elsewhere, after leading study
classes, lecturing, contacting Adyar, travel-
ling with Dr. Besant in Australia, always
ardent and alert in defending the Ancient
Truths, giving inspiration, as Fellow of The
Theosophical Society respected and well-
loved, she has joined the first line of servers.

Monday evening’s paper printed a glow-
ing account of her life as a pioneer and
Theosophist.

Members and friends gathered on Tues-
day, 16th, to attend a short, impressive
service taken by Miss F. Hagger, our
President, at the Crematorium, where
massed floral tributes ringed the last rest-
ing-place of her mortal self. . . .

To Dr. Bean the Council expressed
its fullest sympathy on the members’
behalf. Mrs. Bean’s services have been
appreciated by every onme in the Lodge
which sustains a most serious loss at her
passing. . . .

Dr. Bean bimself plans to go to Hobart.
Knowing his unstinted energy in working
for our Theosophical cause and his interest
in public activities, we . . . trust that in
the future Brisbane may again become his
home-town.

—From Contact, No. 41

NEWS AND NOTES FROM
THE SECTIONS

MR. JINARAJADASA

HE English Section’s News and Notes
says that on June 10 Mr Jinardja-
dasa was leaving England for Belgium
and Holland, returning on the 20th. On
the 22nd, he sails for U.S.A. Arriving in
New York on June 30, he visits the North-
east and Middle Atlantic Federations, and
is then at Olcott for the Convention and
Summer School from July 13 to 26. After
this he goes by rail and air to the west
coast, including a visit to Vancouver, B.C.
He then travels south along the coast to
Oregon and California, returning to Olcott
via Kansas City which he reaches on
August 26. September 1—6, he isat Olcott,
and then visits 14 different Lodges and
Federation gatherings, sailing from New
York on September 30 for England. And so
goes on the strenuous and wonderful tour.
The General Secretary for Scotland
writes that  the great event of May " in
Scotland was the visit to Glasgow and
Edinburgh of Mr. Jinarajadasa, “who can
bring home to us the universal nature of
our Society ... with many suggestions of
new ways in which we can continue to
spread its great truths, other than the
usual method of lectures.”

“The General Secretary for Ireland writes
that “ the recent notable event in our Sec-
tion was Mr. Jinardjadasa’s visit in April.”
Besides the usual meetings and lectures
at Belfast and Dublin, Mr. Jinarajadasa
expressed a wish to make a contact with
Slieve-na-Man,of “‘the 13th life of Alcyone”
fame. “In Gaelic, Slieve-na-Man means
the Mountain of the Women, or the Moun-
tain of the Fairies, and these forces can

be watched there by clairvoyants today.
. . . We are most grateful to Mr. Jina-
rajadasa for all the inspiration he gave us
in our difficult task of spreading Theos-
ophy in Ireland.”

As regards his programme for 1940,
Mr. Jinardajaddsa has promised Australia
that ““ some time before Easter I hope to
arrive in Sydney via Java. My stay,
however, in Australia will be very brief,
and I have to proceed to England toarrive
in May. So I do not propose to deliver
any public lectures, but I shall be glad
enough to meet the members and address
them. I know nothing at the moment as
to when I can atrive, as steamer routings
are not yet available for 1940,”

ENGLAND

The General Secretary writes appreci-
atively and helpfully, in News and Notes,
about the President’s Open Letters, the
Next Step campaign, A Guardian Wall of
Will, and a World Conscience. The vari-
ous study-groups and lecture-work go
on steadily. The Northern Federation is
organizing a Theosophical holiday camp
near Scarborough, August 5-26. As re-
gards T.0.S. work the need in China con-
tinues to be urgent; also for Spanish
Theosophist refugees in France. Parcels
of medical supplies and first-aid bandages
have been sent out for Chinese ralief
work. England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales
—all are looking forward to attending the
16th European Congress and Summer
School in Paris, July 28—August 6.

The new German-speaking Centre holdg
weekly meetings. Mrs. Gardoer writes
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that “the dignity and realism with which
our Austrian and German fellow-members
are meeting the extraordinary karma which
is now theirs has won the admiration of
all of us, and I think such publicity as is
possible should be given to their work.”

Writing on behalf of the members,
M. Schefranek, president of the Centre, ex-
pressed their gratitude to the English Sec-
tion :

“We have come to England, to you,
exiled from our country, bereft of all rights
as poor refugees. What the members
of The Theosophical Society, the noble
representatives of England, which as no
other country of the world has always
stood for liberty and human dignity, have
done for us, that is brotherliness in its
truest sense, brotherliness in Theosophical
spirit,. We all are deeply moved by
your kindness and fine tact with which
is done here the work of hospitality . . .

““May the blessing of the Masters in
whose names all that is good and noble is
done be with you and Their Society. We
however will strive to be worthy of Their
help.”

U.S.A.

The National Committee on Member-
ship, under the direction of Miss Marie
Poutz, and with a ‘membership represent-
ative in each Lodge, has been discussing
by means of circular letters, specific Lodge
problems and the approach to them. Miss
Poutz calls for examples from Lodge ex-
perience on such vital points as the fol-
lowing: A representative writes that an
obscure member surprised the Lodge by
replacing worn and faded draperies, but
the colour chosen was not just what the
Decoration Committee could approve, so
they were taken down and the old ones
replaced, causing much suffering to the
donor. Miss Poutz puts the question to
her representatives : “ How would you

Jury

have handled the situation ? Which is best,
Art or Friendship ? Are they compatible ?
Do not say that draperies are of small
importance ; it is precisely those so-called
small things which cause most of the
friction in our Lodges.” Other questions
put are: Is friendliness growing in your
Lodge ? What is being done for young
people in your Lodge? And to the ques-
tion: “Is enough work entrusted to new
members ? 7’ one representative replied :

“If the new members are live wires they

will take their place,” to which Miss Poutz
responds with the simple but meaningful
question : “ And if they are not live wires ? ”
This discussion of actual rather than theor-
etical problems should help the members
to meet the daily circumstances Theo-
sophically, and should build up a view-
point and an attitude which will prevent
much of the difficulty which arises in
Lodges.

Members in two other large American
cities are following the example of New
York in maintaining well-appointed rooms
in the down-town district in which may be
carried on the co-operative work of all
Lodges and members in the city. Chicago
members have recently opened such a
centre on Michigan Boulevard, newly
decorated and furnished, which will be
available at low rentals for Lodges desiring
to use if, each on its own night; and in
addition there will be a co-operative pro-
gramme of well-advertised public meetings.
In Los Angeles the Southern California
Federation has agreed to establish Federa-
tion headquarters in the Los Angeles
Lodge rooms, making that a centre for
all down-town co-operative Theosophical
work, and the Federation with the consent
of the Lodges will take over all public
work in the city, each Lodge to continue
as in the past their own regular mestings,
classes and other Lodge activities. This
seems a practical solution of the difficulties
of high rental and advertising costs, and
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at the same time presents a united group
of workers to the public.

The American Theosophist announces
that Mr. Sidney A. Cook has been re-elect-
ed President {General Secretary), and Mr.
James S. Perkins of Cincinnati is the
newly elected Vice-President, of the Na-
tional Society.

Pacific Lodge, San Francisco, has
passed a formal Resolution expressing the
enthusiastic determination of the members,
to co-operate collectively and individually,
to follow out the President’'s plea to
carry into action the fundamental princi-
ples of Brotherhood; and to use the
invocation, O Powers of Love,” asan
effective means of helping the world.

AMERICAN YOUTH

The Children’s Department of the
Mothers’ Advisory Group announces the
forthcoming publication of a book for
children on reincarnation, entitled With
Mary Ellen through the Ages, a series
of seven delightful stories, The News-
letter also prints a charming little song
called “The Children’s Greeting > written
by Mr. C. Jinardjadasa and sent to the
editor from London; also it inaugurates
a new page on which are listed nation-wide
weekly radio programmes of value to
children. Among these is a programme
called “ Americans All—Immigrants All
which consists of dramatic presentations
of the contribution of foreign-born people
from many nationalities based on actual
cases in American History.

The American Young Theosophist maga-
zine announces three New Y. T. groups
organized during the winter by Mr. John
Toren who has been touring the Lodges as
a Y. T. representative, and also offers free
a booklet called Suggestions for Organ-
ization to those interested in the Y. T.
organization. A copy may be secured by
writing to Miss Helen Palmer Owen,

5

Olcott, Wheaton, Ill. The Round Robin
letters, written among small groups of Y. T.s
on subjects in which the group is interested,
are proving to be ‘‘quite a lot of fun”
according to the Y.T. president, Mr. Frank
Durand. An announcement is also made
of the requirements for entrance to the
Arundale Lectureship competition for 1939
which is sponsored by the Group. This
contest is open to all Young Theosophists
and the lecture selected will be the one
which in the opinion of the judges applies
Theosophy most practically to one or more
of the many problems that face the world
today. The winner of the contest will be
invited to present the lecture at the regular
Convention during the time assigned for
the programme prepared by Young Theos-
ophists. Aside from these activities and
the president’s letter, the magazine con-
tains short articles, poems, a radio talk
and letters by ten different young people,
proving that youth is not only active but
vocal in America.

"THERE ARE WORSE THINGS
THAN WAR"

An American worker writes to the
President :

“ Your Open Letters are splendid. Your
statements about there being worse things
than war cost our Group two members,
but probably they were not ready for
Theosophy.

“I am still trying in my very feeble way
to co-operate with you by following direc-
tions for the daily ‘willing’ of goodwill
to all the nations of Europe.”

AUSTRALIA

Mr. Davidge writes :

It was thrilling to be on Australian soil
once again, to breathe the invigorating
scent-laden breeze blowing from the bush,
and to be among this Australian race of
new and virile men and women.
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As we steamed into Fremantle I thanked
Heaven for a safe passage from India,
and on landing (following Dr. Arundale’s
custom) paid my respects mentally to
the National Deva of Australia. How it
enlarges one's vision of a country to con-
template not merely the mayors and legis-
lators and governors, but also the hosts
of invisible ones who are behind the outer
activities and who guide the national life
along its appointed way.

One can well believe all that has been
said regarding Australia as the home of the
new sub-race. In the settled areas there is
energy, initiative, expansion, and a “ dig-
ging-in ” as if the people were consciously
laying foundations for the future. Without
knowing the direction of the national
destiny, they seem to feel a mighty power
stirring within them. Every column of the
metropolitan newspapers is strenuous with
long-distance views of Empire and defence,
big scale development and communications,
and a close watch on the individual well-
being and the standard of living. Happily
for Australia the new Prime Minister,
Mr. Menzies, is future-dominated, as indi-
cated by his statement in Melbourne re-
cently that the Federal Government’s task
is to keep Australia safe and to avoid the
error of limiting her vision to the problems
of the day. “ We are really on the thresh-
old of our national career, with centuries
in front of us” he said; ‘1 believe that
one day Australia will be so great, so
powerful and so rich that our descendants
will look back on us as primitive abori-

gines.” The Prime Minister’s vision is stit-
ring theimagination of the Australian people
and giving them a glimpse of a glorious
destiny which few but Theosophists have
vouchsafed in the last twenty years. Mr.
Menzies' words give every Australian Theo-
sophist the opportunity to explain the na-
tional destiny in relation to the coming race.

[Here Mr. Davidge gives an account of
the visit to Perth, reported last month on
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p. 1‘.’:6. His itinerary after Perth : Adelaide
épcll'll 29—May 9; Melbourne, June 2—-—9;
ngyn?]]’ June 1023 ; Brisbane, June 30—

On to Adelaide, nearly 1400 miles by
se?a. Australia is a land of magnificent
distances, and with five capital city
Lodges in 3000 miles, the interchange
of lecturers is so infrequent that the
Lodges have become self-reliant. Adelaide
Lodge has been revivified since it inherit-
ed a substantial legacy, which made it
possible to free the property of debt. The
interior has been rearranged with taste
and skill, providing a lounge for members
and converting the front room (which was
formgrly rented as a shop) into a fine
reading-room, library and bookshop. The
_secretary, Mrs. Margaret Davies, is pursu-
Ing a policy of propaganda through litera-
ture; she finds more people remain in
the Lodge who come in through reading
than in response to lectures. Adyar book
sales to Adelaide during 1938-39 were larger
than to any other Lodge in Australia ;
to encourage sales only a small margin of
profit, if any, is added, and the result of
Fhis effort is shown ina steadily increas-
ing membership.

Here I addressed a public meeting on
the world situation, and also helped to open
the Next Step campaign. I missed Mr.
Macpherson, President of the Lodge, who
later wrote to say he is very anxious to
follow out Dr. Arundale’s plan for 1939-40.

J.L.D.

Brisbane LLodge has been visited by Mr.
Samuel Studd who is “ liked and loved by
young and old. In him and because of
h.lm, the spirit of Theosophy has been
given pra.ctical expression—perhaps his
foremost inspiration being the embodied
greatness and friendliness of Dr. Besant.”
Mr. Studd has moved on to Toowoomba,
¢n route to Dalby, returning to Brisbant’:
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for a meeting of the Round Table and also
to meet Mr. Davidge.

Fremantle Lodge reports a successful
year’s work both financially and as regards
the weekly meetings.

For Hobart Lodge, *‘ 1938 has not been
a successful year.” The Lodge has lost
by death one most ardent member, Mrs.
McQuitty.

The Australian Theosophist announces
the re-election of Mr. Litchfield as General
Secretary, and gives an account of the
Annual Convention which will be reviewed
in our next issue. Over £21 were sub-
scribed during Convention for the Spanish
refugees in France.

THE PASSINGS IN PERTH

In November last Perth reported the
passing on of Mrs. Henrietta Patterson at
the age of 90 years, one of The Society's
oldest members and a foundation member
of the movement in Australia. We now
have to advise the passing of her husband
Mr. James Brown Patterson, who died at
the Perth Hospital early in the morning of
April 20 at the age of 76 years. Mrs. Pat-
terson had been his life-long companion
and co-worker in the Theosophical meve-
ment, and the two were associated in the
early days of their work in Melbourne and
in the founding of the Theosophical move-
ment in West Australia. Mr. Patterson
was a senior acolyte in the Liberal
Catholic Church, Perth, and also took a
keen and active interest in the Theosophical
and Co-Masonic movements until with-
in a week of his passing. He and his wife
have left a family of children and grand-
children who are keen workers in our vari-
ous movements.

We have also to report the passing of a
one-time member, Mr. Watson, husband
of Mrs. Ruby Watson, one of our faithful
workers in Perth.

CLARE TRACEY
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CANADA

The Secretary-Treasurer of the Canadian
Theosophical Federation offers the follow-
ing remarks for the consideration of his
members, which may interest other
workers :

“ Personally, I believe that our next step
must be one of provision for what I shall
call ¢ Field Work.” Large public lectures
are excellent in one direction, and should
be continued in moderation. But ‘ Field
Work’® seems to me to be more effective
in the direction of permanent organization.
By this I mean that we should appoint a
worker who is a good speaker and organiz-
er to go to various towns where interest
is shown and help asked for, to assist stu-
dents to clear the road to their new home
in Theosophy. We could not at present
afford to utilize the full time of one person,
but we could send him or her as the need
appears. I suggest that the Field Organiz-
er need not be the same person for all
districts, because there would be a saving
of travelling expense if he is sent from a
nearby Lodge, if a person is found willing
and suitable.”

The Canadian Young Theosophists have
elected Miss Oba Garside National Secre-
tary to succeed John Toren, and from the
Toronto group she offers the following pro-
gramme suggestions which might be useful

to older groups as well: Theosophical
study is combined with public speak-
ing ; each member prepares and delivers a
short Theosophical talk after which one
member gives comments and constructive
criticisms. They have also tried interviews
which create much interest, the subject
being chosen at the previous meeting, and
each interviewer asking questions which
will be of interest to the group followed by
discussion, and ““in this way we are not
only learning and searching for ourselves
but have something constructive to contri-
bute to the group.”
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An Arts and Handicraft exhibition was
planned for April by the Vancouver Y.T.s
displaying only original work of the group.
Two plays were being prepared for pre-
sentation during the exhibit.

CENTRAL EUROPE

Miss Serge Brisy, the General Secretary
for Belgium, has completed her lecture-
tour in Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Ru-
mania and Yugoslavia. The work was
splendid and she did it with such joy and
gratitude to the Masters that, Miss Brisy
says, she “ never felt tired one day.” We
shall have more to say of this tour and
these countries next month.

FINLAND

A full report of the Annual Convention
of the Finnish Section has been received
and among the interesting items recorded
was the Good Friday Matinée arranged
for the most part by the Young Theos-
ophists in honour of Srimati Rukmini
Devi, the President of the World Federa-
tion of Young Theosophists. Included
on the programme were music, reading,
dancing, and a talk on Rukmini Devi's
work, particularly her pioneering work in
India, along various lines. During the
Convention the members discussed and
enthusiastically supported the proposal of
a new Headquarters and a committee was
appointed to promote the plan. During a
public meeting a short play, * The Angels
Speak, "’ was produced. This sixth Annual
Convention of The Theosophical Society
in Finland was closed with a unison sing-
ing from ““ At the Feet of the Master.”

Three ‘stalwarts” who are still taking
active part in the Theosophical work in
Finland are: Miss Anna Mathilda Sonné,
born in 1863, joined The Society in 1907 ;
Dr. John Wilhelm Sonck, born 1865,
joined the Swedish Section in 1905, the
Finnish Section in 1919; Mr. Kustaa
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Wilhelm Heiskanen, born 1869, joined
The Society in 1907. We gladly add the
names of these three staunch workers to
the honour list previously published.

FRANCE

Prof. ]J. Emile Marcault has been re-
elected General Secretary for another term
of three years. He has reported how happy
he was that for a second time their Annual
Convention was being presided over by one
of our leaders ; last year Dr. Arundale and
Srimati Rukmini Devi were present, this
year Mr. Jinardjadasa.

“ We may be certain that, if The Theo-
sophical Society in its entirety could today
clearly respond with an intelligent under-
standing and a spontaneous co-ordinated
activity to the spiritual needs of the world
in the present crisis through which inter-
national morals are passing at the moment,
our influence would be far greater. It
would seem that The Society was formed
more with the idea to cultivate in us the
occult ideal of service to the world than
the mystical ideal of renouncing this world.
It would be inconceivable if, after having
received from the Founders a true vision
of the spiritual evolution of the world,
The Society should content itself with a
theoretical contemplation. The problems
of the world have, in these days, descended
on to the physical and practical plane, and
a positive and active response is therefore
required. To accomplish this task we are,
however, not yet sufficiently and clearly
conscious of the possibilities of spiritual
activity, nor are we courageous enough to
accept all the responsibilities which it en-
tails, nor are we sufficiently united in our
national and international life around the
Universal Centre and Those who direct
this life.”

Mr. and Mrs. Coats showed the lovely
film of Adyar to the great enjoyment of
the members during the Convention.
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Already our French brethren are looking
forward to another visit of Mr. Jinaraja-
dasa promised for November.

The Section shows a net increase of 36
members, bringing the total to 2639 for
66 Lodges. .

The Theosophical work in Greater
France—Indo-China, Madagascar, Sene-
gal, Central Africa and Guadeloupe—is
also hopefully progressing.

The great work done by the Section
during 1938-39 has been the splendid way
in which Prof. Marcault undertook and
carries on the difficult task of helping
Spanish refugees coming into France.

\
INDIA

The Indian Theosophist for June print-
ed the first six of Dr. Arundale’s “ Open
Letters ” in order that every Indian mem-
ber might have a chance to ponder over
them and be stimulated to do something.

The Sixtieth Foundation Day of the
Blavatsky Lodge, Bombay, was celebrated
April 23rd. Besant Hall and the Lodge
building were tastefully decorated with
palms, buntings, and festoons of fragrant
jasmine flowers, with bright illuminations
adding to the splendour of the scene and
the warmth of the welcome extended to
members of all sister-Lodges in the city,
old members who have retired from activ-
ity, and the honoured guest, Mr. G. N.
Gokhale, the General Secretary of the
Indian Section, who addressed the meeting.
This Lodge also quietly celebrated the
fiftieth anniversary of Dr. Besant’s entry
into The Theosophical Society on May
21st, when, assembling before the garland-
ed bust-statue of Dr. Besant, and after a
few words from the Lodge president, the
members sat in rmeditation offering loving
bomage and gratitude to our great leader
and teacher.

The new Besant Theosophical School,

for which funds were provided at the:

Benares Convention at Christmas time,
will open July 2nd in the compound of The
Theosophical Society at Benares. This
school is under the direction and guidance
of Dr. and Mrs. Arundale, is co-education-
al, and will give religious instruction along
with a thoroughly practical outlook on life.
This school will fill a long realized need in
northern India. (See message on p. 164).
The Campaign for Mutual Understanding
and Goodwill between Hindus, Muslims,
Bengalis and others, which was outlined
in our last issue, has been inaugurated by
the Premier of Behar at a public meeting
held in the T. S. Hall. Mr. Chandra Dev
Narayan, President of the Behar Theo-
sophical Federation, in requesting the
Prime Minister to inaugurate the campaign
detailed in well-chosen words the impor-
tance of the work, and this was followed by
a very sympathetic speech by the latter in
which he deplored the existing communal
tensions in the Province which manifested
in communal riots more and more fre-
quently, and stated that he most heartily
welcomed this move by the Theosophical
Federation to bring mutual understanding
and goodwill amongst the different sects.
He offered to lend the movement all possi-
ble help and support and appealed to the
newspapers to keep up the dignity of
journalism and to help this cause through
correct and proper propaganda. The Presi-
dent of the Indian National Congress, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad, sent an encouraging
message to Mr. R. K. Saran, Secretary of
the Federation and organizer of the cam-
paign. Complete sets of campaign material
have been sent to all Federation Secretaries
in India, and arrangements are being made
to utilize®all Lodges and Centres within the
Behar Province for carrying out the gb.-
jects of the campaign, with lectures given
in all the important tewns.. The move.
ment is gaining the support of leading men
both within and outside the Province, ag
well as that of the Press. Dr. Arundale

u
e
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sent a message of appreciation and en-
couragement in which he states this cam-
paign is one which can change division
into co-operation and he hopes that it will
spread throughout the Motherland.

Dharma Jyoti for June prints “ O
Powers of Love” translated and set to
music in Tamil.

LATIN AMERICA

Dr. Arundale writes :

“1 am very happy to announce that I
have appointed as Travelling Presidential
Agent for the territory of Central and
South America my good friend Sefior
Mariano IL.. Coronado, whose address is
Apartado 568, San José, Costa Rica.
Sefior Coronado for many years has been
one of our most faithful workers and I
feel sure he will be most helpful to the
countries to which he has been appointed.”

Sefior Coronado, writing to the President
from Paris, on April 15, expresses his
*“ deep appreciation of the honour and trust
that such appointment implies. I shall
spare no effort in trying to fulfil in the
best possible manner the responsibility of
this work.” In Paris he had “ the oppor-
tunity of having some talks with Mr. Jina-
rijadasa, in relation to some vital aspects
of the work in Latin America, which he
knows so well.”

Leaving France in June, Sefior Coronado
hopes to visit the Spanish Lodge in New
York, en route of his tour in Cuba, Pan-
ama, Colombia and Venezuela, and then
Costa Rica; after which other countries
will be visited.

Lydia Fernindes Jiménez is re-elected
General Secretary of the Central America
Section for the next two years. She writes
to the President : ““ I am contented that the
members are satisfied with my work, and
offer me a new chance to help. I have
translated your articles ‘ Truth and Com-

Jury

?assion,’ and ‘The People are Calling "
into Spanish and I read them in Virya
Lodge the night I became General Secre-
fary again. Among the members of the
Lodge are two congressmen, and they
seemed specially interested in your mes-
sage.” A copy of each translation was
sent to every Lodge of the Section.

NEW ZEALAND

The Round Table employed an interest.
ing method, with surprising results, to
determine what should be studied during
the year. A large number of subjects
were written on 3 blackboard, discussed
during the meeting, and %oted on by the
membership, each person writing on a card
his favourite ten. The following analysis
of the voting is reprinted here as it is
indicative of what interests young people
today. “Psychology was most popular,
with Science, New Education, and Krishna.-
murti well up on the list. * What we should
study to help others’ polled well, while
some straight Theosophical subjects like
the Planes and Reincarnation, gained an
average score only. On the other hand,
Astrology and New Zealand's uniqueness
fared even worse, gaining hardly any
votes. Woman's place in the future and
the Ideals of Marriage came near the
bottom of the list, and yet Dancing and

Music scored well. On the whole very
interesting results.”

SOUTH AFRICA

Pretoria Lodge has bought a piece of
ground opposite the Lodge building for
the establishment of a small residential
community. The Lodge has been going
steadily forward in its work for Theosophy
and this new development jg indicative o;
the enthusiasm and dedication of itg mem-
bers. Pretoria has a building worth £3500,
with only a very small debt, and their
provincial secretary writes that “ never at
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any time have we experienced any trouble
meeting our obligations.” Fortunate Lodge!

The Lodge has recently been visited and
addressed by Miss Codd and Sir S. Radha-
krishnan.

Johannesburg members are also enthusi-
astic about owning their Lodge building
and have recently purchased a very fine
site for that purpose.

Mrs. Andrews, of Esperanza, the cham-
pion of animal rights, mentions in an
article, “ A Plea for All Fur-bearing Ani-
mals,” the appalling cruelty involved in
trapping animals for furs. She writes:
“How many women realize that for one,
coat, 8 to 10 beavers or 260 ermine are
killed and for a mink wrap, 80 mink ? The
steel trap causes hellish tortures. In the
case of the broadtail, in all countries save
S. W. A. (where it is humanely obtained)
the fur is taken from the prematurely born
of the Persian sheep. In certain parts of
Russia, for instance, the mother sheep are
beaten with iron rods, about 100 blows
being given to induce the premature birth
of the broadtail. These newly born lambs
are then skinned alive in order to obtain
the fine soft fur.” These facts might be of
use to animal lovers everywhere in urging
women to give up the wearing of fur.

The Link for May “‘ seems to have
centred itself round World Affairs,” in
notes under the general title, * Signs of the
Times.' The General Secretary urges
members to make good use of the Presi-
dent’s Open Letters and the invocation
“0O Powers of Love,” to push the Next
Step campaign, and to subscribe to our
journals and other Adyar publications.

Cape Town Lodge holds an annual Rum-
mage Sale ; this year it took place on April

1st and realized £13. The Lodge has
helped substantially to relieve the distress
at the All Saints’ Orphanage in Cape
Town where 120 children were ill with
gastro-enteritis. An experiment is being
made to circulate free and more widely the

booklet To Those Who Mourn by inviting
the public through the press to apply for
the free booklet. The Next Step cam-
paign is taken in hand.

Durban Lodge “had the good fortune
to be addressed by Sir S. Radhakrishnan
on the subject of Buddhism, a most elo-
quent and comprehensive lecture listened
to by a large and very attentive audience
of Europeans and Indians.”

George Lodge had a special meeting
when 25 members welcomed back Dr, and
Mrs. St. Leger who brought the Presi-
dent’s greetings and gave a description of
Adyar and their visit there.

SWITZERLAND

The General Secretatry of the Swiss
Section cordially welcomes the President's
weekly Open Letters; these are being
translated into German and French and
sent to the members. M. Tripet, however,
insists that this does not do away with
the necessity for each Lodge to receive a
letter from Adyar as “ the intention of the
President is to create a direct link between
each member and our spiritual centre,
The sending of translations is not to the
end of going against this intention, but on
the contrary to create an occasion to
further strengthen our links with Adyar.”

The Annual Convention of the Swiss
Section was held at the beginning of June
in the beautiful city of Neuchatel.

Mr. Tripet reports a general strengthen-
ing of the Section in all its activities,
although the membership has remained
stationary at 315. Mme. Kamensky and
Mr. Albert Sassi have rendered great ser-
vice to the Section by their lecture-tours
both in French and in German Switzer.
land. Mr. Tripet gives out an annual
mot d’'ordre ; in 1935 this was Enthusiasm,
in 1936 Serenity, in 1937 Perseverance,
in 1938 these three combined, and for 1939
he has chosen PEACE.



My Gardén

of Children

By Mrs. E. C. Clarke

This account of a Theosophical experiment not only reads like a
charming little story, but will appeal to the Theosophical workers
among children, as giving a scheme of work which is both new, excellent

and practical.

HE Garden was not my plan, but I
adopted and rearranged it, and so it
became a part of me, as does all true la-
bour. It was composed of the youngest
section of a very young Lodge. The flowers
which grew in my garden were girls aged
from five to fourteen, and the boys, to fit
their stronger sex, were the trees. Each
child chose a name on entering the Garden,
and never took another’s suggestion, for
they knew intuitively what they were. And
whenever two children chose the same
flower they were found to be alike in all
essential points. The two Sweetpeas dif-
fered only in their colour. What graceful,
light-footed maidens they were ! They both
sought the light, and each had need of
strong support in the early years of growth.
I found that all tendril flowers need coax-
ing care in childhood, as does also the
Grape-vine. The baby of the Garden
proclaimed himself the “ Grape-tree ! ' 1
pondered in my heart upon- this choice,
and then I told the Garden, of One who
long ago proclaimed : “ I am the Vine.”

In contrast to these slow developing,
sensitive plants, there were the undaunt-
ed Pansies. One day our Madonna Lily
brought a little visitor. As she left us I
said to my White Violet: “Isn't that little
new flower like our Pansy in her open
cheerfulness, her quick response, and in
the way she keeps herself in the fore-
ground ? 7 The small unnamed flower ran
back to me at that moment.

“1 want to join the Garden!” she an-
nounced. ““I want to be a Pansy ! ”

Sometimes the horoscope of the child
told the flower-nature before she chose her
name. I knew the Lily-of-the-valley in
this way, and was not surprised, when she
shyly asked : “ Please, may I be a Lily-of-
the-valley ? ”’ She rarely spoke. She sweet-
ened a shady corner, with her dainty head
drooped low.

Not so Madonna Lily ! This little eight-
year-old was well poised and stood alone,
her virgin purity rejecting the warm
advances of the sturdy seven-year-old
Fir-tree.

Every plant was true to its nature as
the gardener tested them in many ways.
A request for favourite colours produced
a remarkable response. The Sweetpeas
and Pansies had three or four favourites !
These tests of taste, observation and choice
suggested to the gardener a field of deep
research into the kinship of Nature's
kingdoms through ‘the seven Rays of
development. Through analogy with the
flowers they chose, hints were given for
the children’s individual training. A Fir-
tree can stand alone from the first, but a
Vine must be propped.

The children met in the Garden every
week—out of doors, if the weather per-
mitted. First, they drew together in a cir-
cle, forming the “ Garden Wall.” Breath.
ing deeply, they turned to face the East
and gave their pledge of service, then sang
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their flower-songs. My White Violet was
the most faithful of accompanists. Some-
times the songs had action, and always
there were dances or rhythmic exercises.
Often they expressed themselves in Silent
Plays, and the audience, the children who
did not act, afterwards told the story.
Pansy, of course, offered first, while the
shyest flowers, Lily-of-the-valley and
Snowdrop, held back and were left to act
together as a result. We expected little
from them, but they surprised us, for when
they assumed other personalities they for-
got their shyness.

Thus were the flowers and trees trained
in their physical and astral bodies, but
their minds were not forgotten. Each week
the gardener gave a Garden Talk, about
Garden Gates (the senses), the elements,
colours, weeds, digging, pruning, or what-
ever theme was given by the Master
Gardener.

The flowers and trees in the Garden
tearned to think in symbols ; they answered
and asked questions, and their responses
were always characteristic. So were their
endings to unfinished stories, when they
were left to decide an ethical problem.
The talks were never preachings and the
children contributed to them. Once, the
small Grape-vine stole the conduct of the
meeting, in his enthusiasm to describe an
eastern garden.

We discussed the meaning and the mis-
sion of each new flower, and together
decided her * watchword ™ with which he or
she must answer the roll-call which closed
the Garden every week, as the flowers and
trees joined hands in the wide circle of the
Garden Wall. Thus, Madonna Lily re-
sponded : ‘I am always true "’ ; Sweetpea :
“1 seek the light”; Snowdrop: “I am
pure and brave’ ; Grape-vine: “T1 bring
healing and happiness.”

The Garden was not forgotten between
the meetings. Every morning, each flower
and tree thought of his or her watchword,
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faced the dawn, breathed in deeply and
said: I serve!” Each member added to
the nightly prayer: “May the Master
Gardener help me to grow in Beauty,
Sweetness and Strength.” This prayer
was the Garden’s closing benediction.

Yes! with the passing years the flowers
and trees have grown. They are scattered
now. 1 hope they do not forget. My little
Snowdrop has taken the longest journey.
She faded out of this earthly garden in the
very early springtime. She whispered to
me before she went that she had remem-
bered to be a brave little Snowdrop.

My Passion Flower i1s a nurse. At
twelve years old she chose for her watch-
word *‘Sacrifice.” The radiance of her
face shows that her sacrifice is sacred joy.
My sweet White Violet, also a nurse, helps
tiny buds to open into life. My pink
Sweetpea has climbed to responsibility in
the characteristic work of a hair-dresser.

Some of the trees and flowers have not yet
fruited. 1 watched my Grape-vine, with
his New Age horoscope. This world needs
fruitful Vines, it calls aloud for happiness
and healing.

Someday, when life permits, the Lodge
may make another Garden.

Gardening is wonderful work.

A BESANT LETTER

I noticed a most interesting entry in the
visitors’ book of the Perth Lodge, a letter
from Dr. Besant fixed inside the cover.
In acknowledging a greeting, she wrote :

“The times are, in some ways, difficult,
but we know that our beloved Society is
safe, as it is to be ‘ the Corner-Stone of the
Religions of the Future." So all is well.”

The letter is dated April 18, 1930, and is
signed " With affectionate blessing, Annje
Besant.”

J. L. D.



THEOSOPHY IS THE NEXT STEP

CAMPAIGN NOTES: LIFE PROBLEMS EXAMINED: LODGE WORK

The variety of response from the Lodges to the suggestion that they should
make a study of some one of the many problems in the diverse human activities, and
endeavour to find what help therein could be given from Theosophy, has been intere,sting
and encouraging. Some Lodges have sent symposia; some, several articles on one
subject; and others, research work by members on different subjects. Some have
summarized ; others, analysed. Some have adopted in full the method of apt quotations

from our classic writings.

Surely there will be a marked result from this intensive work. Lodges and
members themselves, and their thought environment as well, will be powerful magnets
arranging the lines of force for the public side of the Campaign, creating ordered energy,
in place of haphazard efforts. This is an instance where we shall prove that the knowl.
edge that has been really made ours is effective wisdom.

Cincinnatti Lodge, U.S.A,, one that followed the method of approach given in the
first leaflet of the Campaign, with its seven divisions in questions, has presented an
attractive file, with appeal in its order and colour-scheme. An outer card-board case,
biscuit colour, holds seven thin grey paper folders, with a stiff orange card attached
ladder-fashion to the series, as thumb-index. Within there are summarized notes
clearly typed, as headings to the evidence collected, which is well documented from

journals and papers.

_ For future interest and reference one point should be stressed. The press-
cuttings have more effect when quoted with the date, the name of the journal, etc.,
and they are more permanent when mounted ; this was not always done.

The replies to two sections are here

the Next Step in Right Citizenship.

FOR THE PROBLEMS OF RIGHT
CITIZENSHIP THEOSOPHY HAS
SOLUTIONS TO OFFER

HE knowledge which Theosophy has

to offer that has the most immediate

bearing on today's problems of right citizen-

ship lies in specific applications of the Laws
of Reincarnation and Karma.

Karma points with devastating clear-
ness to the fact that chaos in the physical,
emotional and mental life results directly
from Mental, Ewmotional and Physical
Lawlessness—action in opposition to some
great universal Law. What is this Law ?
Can it be known ? Theosophy teaches it
and demonstrates its operation in innumer-

printed—the applications of Theosophy, and

E M L.

able ways. It is the law of Unity. Break
it in ignorance, and you must search in
the resulting confusion and pain for real
causes. Break it with knowledge at your
peril. The causes we lay down by our
action. The results sweep in upon us.
National baseness, cruelty, selfishness
and fearful clutching at security through
isolation, charge the magnetic atmosphere
that in its turn draws toward us, as surely as
darkness follows the setting sun, the forces
of disintegration and destructiveness that
confuse and debase national life. The
gateway most pregnant for disaster for
those forces to pour into our national life
is that of the birth of children. Little
known and unrecognized is the law of
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reincarnation, the gateway of return for old
souls and young souls. Young souls from
savage levels, exploited and suppressed in
one life, who now return as tender children
lovingly cared for, are technically trained to
use the mighty forces of civilization placed
so naively in their hands, Ancient prides
awaken. Strange gleams of lust break
through and the savage reborn now as a
“ civilized ** man wreaks destruction all un-
knowingly. The glitter of power deludes
even the wise, and the blind lead the blind.

Awaken, then, to the Law of Reincar-
nation. Its doors cannot be closed !

Reincarnation can bring the noble, the
wise, the constructive, as well as the de-
structive. The future of right citizenship
lies childrenward. Call upon our leaders
for brave idealism, for a courageous stand
against cruelty, dishonour, injustice and
persecution anywhere and everywhere.
Let every effort be made toward brother-
hood, and the magnetic atmosphere will be
changed for the better. A provision in
the homes for beauty, purity, freedom and
happiness will invite the return of great
citizens from the past. The doorway of
reincarnation will be used with knowl-
edge.

Theosophy reveals the inner plan for
our civilization. All who know this plan
know which forces move in the true direc-
tion, and which are moving counter, gener-
ally speaking. Discrimination becomes
clearer, and our force is lent more effective-
ly to the cause of right citizenship. Theos-
ophy gives the knowledge that lays down,
so truly, the principles that are needed to
guide Education. There can be no right
citizenship without an education that trains
for it. Man’s inner nature explained by
Theosophy demonstrates that his right
citizenship in the world must be aligned
truly with his cosmic right citizenship.
The trend of his education must be to
adjust happily this inner and outer nature.
His matured life must be its expression

n action. Cynicism, materialism, sophism
have their unusual character disclosed by
the light of Theosophy.

THEOSOPHY APPLIED

The study of Theosophy reveals certain
Universal Principles:
From Karma—Lawful Living
From Law of Evolution
—Social Responsibility
From Man’s Seven Principles
—Spiritual Response, etc.
From Plan of Races and Sub-Races—
Necessary Adjustment in Civilization
From Unity of All Life
—Integrated Social Unity
From Path of Perfection
—Graceful Living
From Inner Government of the Worlq
—Reverence to Greatness, Duty
The practical Theosophical solution is,
then, that these universal principles be
impressed upon citizens in all their cop.
tacts, from the range of close contacts, ag
home and Lodge organizations and such
things as town-planning for community
needs, employment and public service in-
terests, partisan, racial and internationa]
issues, on through moral and financia]
obligations, to the wide contacts with
government and religious work,

THE SPECIFIC NEXT STEP

(1) A programme of Leadership sprung
from the knowledge of Theosophy.

(2) A programme of Education in the
light of Theosophy.

LEADERSHIP:

Let Principles, based solidly upon the
Theosophical wisdom of LAW, be sounded
upon every front—and lived in action by
all who lead. Such principles as

(a) The Duty of Kindness. We must
dethrone the cynical intellectual idea that
this is sentimentalism—a mere wighfy
thinking—by championing the truth thay
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is aligned with the universal LAW of
ONENESS, the violation of which will in
time pulverize a civilization more surely
than bombs and invasion.

(b) The Duty to secure Opportunity
for All. Knowledge of the unfolding Law
of Evolution imposes this duty to aid all
things in their natural growth. Assuredly
RicHT CITIZENSHIP demands the securing
of opportunity for natural and orderly
growth to the weak as well as the strong.

(¢) The Principle of Co-operation
needs to be called out along every available
channel.

(d) The Principle of Beauty. Cul-
ture and the Arts must point toward
more perfect forms of beauty. We are
passing into an age for the expression
of the Creative Fire of God, and it must
find release in all beings, through every
contact. The world of human association
must become more beautiful. Awareness
of beauty will awaken more demand for real
beauty and a general repudiation of sophist-
icated ugliness in modern civilization.

(€) Reverence for Law. Recognition of
Law. Discovery of its true exponents, the
truly wise and noble. The duty to serve
Them. Reverence for the great.

() The Principle of Justice. Perfect
in the universe, in time. Men must search
apparent injustices for the discovery of
Law, that their acts may become more
truly just.

PUBLICITY
THE LODGE " AT HOME "

How are we to proclaim that “living
the Theosophical life” which we know
well to be the best means of drawing
others to discover Theosophy ?

Each member has his range of personal
contacts, usual or unusual, in family,
business and social life. But though the
individual may be appreciated as of fine

JuLy
EpucaTioN :

Needs two orientations :

(@) It must more adequately adjust to
modern world order ;

(6) It must more successfully establish
Real Values.

(a) THEOSOPHY teaches the funda-
mental trends of the new order, and is
therefore of priceless value in firmly estab-
lishing the direction of an unfolding educa-
tion. With this knowledge as a background
all who would educate should be steadily
laying down true directions in all depart-
ments of education. These are the Next
Step, at each level, in adjusting to the
Modern World.

(b) THEOSOPHY reveals the knowledge
about great universal laws. These are the
foundation for all great real values. Edu-
cation moving in harmony with these laws
will establish Real Values.

Right citizenship demands that educa-
tion shall function to aid-~not thwart—
man in realizing and working in harmony
with eternal laws, such laws as:

The Unity of All Life

The Laws of Man's Nature

The Law of Reincarnation

The Law of Evolution

The Law of Karma

The Hierarchical Rulership of the World

The Path of Perfection.

-—CINCINNATI LobpGE, U.S.A.

BULLETIN

and attractive character, that may not be
ascribed to the influence of Theosophy.
And even if it is, one swallow does not
make a summer. Rather will the possible
effect of Theosophy be understood when a
mass number of attractive people display
understanding and brotherhood among
themselves and to others, whatever the
difference in social, cultural and educa-
tional level. Any such occasion is a
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splendid opportunity to draw the public
into touch, but they are too rare.

A Lodge At Home will give this chance,
as well as forming a change in the pro-
gramme, and a different method of pre-

" senting Theosophy. But when arranging

the details, that latter aspect, the aspect
of * publicity ”* will defeat its own ends if
it is allowed to be dominant. It must be
what it is called, a Lodge At Home, if it
is to achieve its purpose.

Then, not too much * programme,” but
time to chat with those who are invited,
time for the Lodge officers in particular,
for they should be the definite hosts, re-
sponsible for the social and therefore
Theosophical success of the evening. (Or,
of the afternoon, if that is more conveni-
ent). Music can be planned, one or two
items, by an artist, but nothing over-
ambitious ; or a good reading, near Theo-
sophical in intent, if there is one who
reads excellently; or an item from an
elocutionist.

But ‘the best plan, perhaps, is to issue
the invitations to meet a certain individual.
A visiting lecturer, or organizer, or one of
the Lodge lecturers, who may too often not
ordinarily be free enough to make anything
other than the mental contact from the plat-
form ; the president, ot a member who has
attended a Convention or a Summer School,
or another Lodge, or who has been abroad ;
these afford a direct natural interest for
the At Home. The guest of honour may
add grace to the event by speaking for a
short while—ten minutes should be an
outside limit—on some one interesting
point, straightforwardly and as spontane-
ously as possible. (A lecturer may need
advice on how to achieve this!)

Other details ?—hardly any. The gra-
ciousness of light refreshments, yes. The
details will have received attention before-
hand ; for instance, the list of invitations,
to those associated with other kinds of

-

Lodge meetings, to individual friends who
have not yet visited any Lodge ; and the
invitations themselves, dignified and at-
tractive in style and wording. What must
appear is the warmth and openness of the
Lodge, the depth and intimacy of its life ;
that will shine naturally in the ways and
the vital interests of the members. This
all forms a really good mode of proving to
others what we ourselves know—the mag-
netism of Theosophic life. —E. M. L.

THE CAMPAIGN BOOKLETS

A propaganda Series of wide interest is
promised in the Next Step Booklets, which
are now ready. Their scope lies in the
endeavour to show the forward steps that
are to be taken in every direction for
human welfare, and how the knowledge of
Theosophy aids directly in taking such
steps. ; :

The authors are workers and research
students with wide practical experience
and well equipped in knowledge. Different
angles of view will be presented where two
or more booklets deal with the same sub-
ject.

Their intention is to present Theosoph-
ical relations to modern thought in appro-
priate fashion. The booklets are attractive
in shape and design, clearly printed and
conveniently carried.

The subjects are : Art, business, brother-
hood, economics, education, healing, indus-
try, internationalism, leisure, medicine,
nationalism, philosophy and religion, psy-
chology, politics, science, statecraft, and
youth.

Send orders, with cash, to PuBLICITY
DEPARTMENT, ADYAR, MADRAS, Pogt
free, for cash, international money order
(preferred), or cheque; cheques, etc. to be
made payable to the Publicity Officer. 109
for Rs. 3/6 (India only). Abroad: 100 for
Rs. 3/11; or $ 1.35; or 5s, 6d,
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THE THEOSOPHIC AL SOCIETY Olcott Kuppam Improvement Fund: Baby Welcome Centre:
Rs. A. P. Rs. A, p.
- iss Margaret Nixon, Australia (in
From Mrs. C. Gasque, for Bank Miss g ,
FINANCIAL STATEMENT charges in connection with 2 2 instalments) 5 4 2
cheques for Rs. 199-8-0 received A Friend "' through Mr. N. Sﬂ
The following receipts from 1st as donation in January, 1939 .. 0 8 O Ram 50 0 o
ap ) o szrua}r)y 1939 to 30tk April 1939 s e Miss M. W. Morrison, England 50 0
re acknowledged with tha 1, England
nks : The President's Fund : Miss Riddel, Englan 39 0 0
Annual Dues and Admission Fees : Rs. A. P. % 4 2
Rs. A. p. R T.S. in Australia, £10-0-0 133 5 4
The T.S. in England (in 4 instal- Secretary, Benga] Fe(leratiom S. AP T.S. in Java 152 0 0 Besant Scout Camping Centre:
ments), £72-17-3, 1938-39 ... 969 14 11 T.S. 30 0 o 285 5 4 Ks. A, p
T}xleg3"71‘3i in Denmark, £8-4-6, ‘“A Poona F.T.S." .. 100 0 ¢ e Advocates Association, Madras ... 10 0 0
.. 109 3 o9 Mr. Haribansi Sahai Laleria : —_
; ' Presidential Letters:
gll::;: 1;181\;gf:rland 1938- 39 18: 13 g gara} Lodge, T.S., Laheria Rs. A. ». T, S, Dispensary:
.S. arai
The T.5. in Philippine Idands . 35 0 3 TS in java . 60. 0 Miss G. Watkin, Adyar w5 0 0 Rising Sun of India Lodge, Adyar 50 0 0
Krishna ILodge, T.S., Zanzibar Secretary, Adyar Lodge, T S HLoee Miss Jean ClenWalker, Adyar 3914 11 Mrs. M. Van Eeghen Boissevain,
(in 2 instalments), £1-15-0, Oslo, Norway £4-0-0g R (in 2 instalments) A ter w0 0 o Holland 50 00
1938-39 . 235 0  Mr. H W.G. Kortm SR Mr. and Mrs. Chase, Acyar Miss Emma Hunt, New Zealand, 12 0 0
Narayana Lodge, T.S., Dar-es- dam T an, Amster- Mrs. F. J. ;1‘1/ I-éalsey, gdyaq p 500 *“A Friend" through Mr. N. Sri
38 9 4 Miss G, ewberry, Englan
salaam, £7, 1938-39 93 5 4 Mr. Lakhia, Radhanpur 5 0 £25:0-0 33212 0 Ram 50 0 0
© Mr. N, Raghavan (Fellowat lar e) Mr. H. 0 - N Miss Rlddel England " 2% 0 0
8 r. H. Lorimer, Westmount, Mrs. N. W. Gray, Adyar 80 0 0
Penang, £1-5-0, 1938-39 . 16 9 0 P. Q.. Canada 2 o M}rs. I. ’v[. . y; Az (i M Miss M. W. Morrison, England 5 00
; : - Miss I. M. Pres var. (in 2
Singapore Lodge, T.S. {in 4 in- Secretary, Bombay TheoSOphxca] o alments) ) T o o ._1_9_3__0 -
stalments), £1-0-0, 1938-39 .. 13 4 7 Federation . 360 0 Miss Lilias Gale, Adyar . 100 O
Manuk Lodge, T.S., per Mr. A. F. T.S. in Ireland, £2-10-0 . 333 7 Mr. and Mrs. Lavender, Adyar ... 80 0 0
Knudsen, £5, 1938-39 w 66 6 10 T.S.i i I ' = A. J.HAMERSTER,
, .S. in Switzerland 8 7 0 Mr. R. V. Phansalkar, Benares
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-0- we 1331 7 ¥
instalments), 1938-39 v 1810 1 210 0 M': ]‘;; 3”3&{10 Ol?e e o 33
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1938-39 w 150 0 , Rs. 4. p. . . . )
Mrs. G. Ribbe-Loeff, Holland, 1,000 Village Fund: The following donat.xons from Ist Feb
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— C. Kersbergen van Soelen, Haar- ** A Friend " through Mr. N. Sri edged with thanks:
lem, Holland, £2-17-0 . 3715 0 Ram - 50 0 0 Rs. A. P,
Donations (General) : Miss Elithe Nisewanger, Chicago, Mrs. Clarence Gasque (to cover
Rs. a. p. Ik, U.S.A. . 142 0 8 World Fund for Theosophy : bank charges on her previous
Miss M. W. Morrison, England ... 50 0 m“"—* Rs. A. p. donations) . 213 0
Miss Riddel, England w26 0 0 ! 8 8 T.S. in Java 192 0 © Rising Sun of India Lodge, Adyar 50 0 0
————— s . s arathi 1
M 0 o Liberal Catholic Church : ME h(:tuir Parthasarathi Iyengar, 5 oo
—— Rs. A. p. Youth Headquarters Building Fund: Mr. M. N. Misiri, Kashmlr 10 0 o
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Rs. A, P - Sri Ram 50 0 o stalments) W 47610 3 Minneapolis Lodge, T.S., Minnea-
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An Adyarian, Travancore 50 0 1,578 1 1 Young Theosophists 184 5 0 Miss M.W. Morrison, England ... 500
660 15 3 358 15 10
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Fill the Pond Appeal :

Rs. a. p.

Mrs. M. Van Eeghen Boissevain,

Holland. 50 00
Dewan Bahadur K. Sundaram

Chettiar Avl., Retd. High Court

Judge, Salem. 50 0 0
Mr. Mahaluxmivala, Bombay ... 15 0 o
Mrs. G. Ribbe-Loeff, Holland ... 50 0 0
Mr. L. Arathoon, Indore 100 0 ©
Mr. Jamshed Nusserwanji, Kara.

chi (in 2 instalments) .. 100 0 ©
Mr. C. V. Venkatramana Iyengar,

Coimbatore 25 0
Mr. A. Ramakrishna Iyver of

Messrs. Ramakrishna & Co.,

Madras. 500
Miss D. L. Briggs, England, £1-1 14 0 0
Miss A. E. Hall, England, £f1 ... 13 3 ¢
Mr. T. F. Lavender, Adyar 100 0 o
Mr. E. W. Bohle, England 50 0 o0
Mr. William Wright, Australia ... 10 00

Mr. Gopalji Odhavji, Bhavnagar
(through the President, The

T.S.) ... 25 0 0
Ethel M. Todd. £3-15-0 50 0 0
Miss M.T. Griffith. £3-15-4 50 3 6
Mr. P. R. Green, Bombay (in 2

instalments) w 221 7 9
Captain E. M. Sellon 56 0 @
Mr. T. Kennedy, Ireland, {1 ... 13 3 7

992 1 1

A.J. HAMERSTER,
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer,
Olcott Harijan Free Scheol.

THE BESANT EDUCATIONAL TRUST

The following donations from 1st Feb-
ruary 1939 to 30th April 1939 are acknowl-
edged with thanks :

Donations to The Besant Memorial School,
Adyar:

Rs. A, v,
Rising Sun of India Lodge 75 0 0
Mr. D. R. Lalkaka ... 300
Mr. L. Arathoon, Indore (in 3
instalments) .. 150 0 0
A '* Friend " . 320 0 O
Mrs. I'. E. Bill, Warwickshire,
Fngland, £50 e .. 666 10 8
Mrs. Van Eeghen Boissevain,
Holland 160 0 0

Mrs. N. W. Gray, Adyar (collec-

tions) 7
. . s 176 10 3
Miss Alice Rice through T.p.H, 6

Mrs. G. Ribbe»LoeH, Holland
thro'Mrs. Gray
ros 25 0
Dr. Anna Kamensky . s

1,526 13 5

———————

N. Sr1 Ran,
Hon. Treasurer,
The Besant Educationa] Trust,

THE FAITHFUL SERVICE FUND

The following donations from 1st Janu-
ary 1939 to 30th April 1939 are acknowl.
edged with thanks :

Rs. A, p.
A Friend » 50 0 0
Miss Riddel 26 0 0
Miss M. W. Morrison 5 00
81 0 ¢

N. SrI Rau,

Hon. Treasurer, The Faithful Service Fund.

NEW LODGES

The following new Lodges have been
chartered at Adyar:

Los Angeles, California, U.S.A, - Braille Lodge,
T.S., 31-8-1938.

St. Louis, Mo., U.S A, - The T.S. in America,
St. Louis Branch, 9-11-1938,

Kansas City, Mo., US.A.: The T.S., in
Kansas City, Temple Lodge, 15-12-1938.

Taunton, England : Taunton Lodge, T.S.,
20-3-1939.

Change of Name
linardjadasa Lodge’T. S., of Geneva, Switzer.
land, which was subsequently changed to Raja-

dharma Lodge, T.S., has now been changed to
Antares Lodge, T.S.

Lodge Dissolved

Redhill, England. Redhil Lodge, T.5,
20-3-1939.
N. Sr1 Raw,

Recording Secretary,
The Theosophical Society.

On the Roof at Adyar

BY G. S. A.

Our journals bave had many requ

the President's roof-talks at Adyar.

verbatim, >
title. Longer talks which

before, in The Theosophist.

some of the more humorous bits from these talks,

blue pencil will let them live.

ON THE EVENING MEDITATION

AM most reluctant to allow any enjcer-
I tainments to be scheduled at.a time
that will prevent us from attendfng the
evening meditations—sa im.porﬁant in these
days of stress. The meditation matters

re.
m(;(ou will not always find me at these
meditations, for I am meditating all c}ay
long—it is the general theme of my le;,.
But if my example is needed, 1 will attend,
as these meditations are immensely vala-
able not only to Adyar but to the world

generally.

OUR SPIRITUAL RESPONSIBILITY
TO THOSE WHO HELP US

To all heads of departments, not alone
here at Adyar but everywhere, I would
sal]giﬁciency is of less importance t'han the
bringing of all your fellow-workers mcr;a.s-
ingly onwards in happiness and st‘teng)t".

“ But should we not be efﬁcu‘mt. . I
may be asked. Yes,uptoa ce.rtam point.
But a head of a department is very apt
to feel that he knows more than anybody
else about the work and that the wor‘k
must be done along his lines. That is
entirely untrue, In Theosophical work,
and very especially here at Ad.yar, the wor'k
of a head of a department is to weld his

ests that more space _be given to
As these talks are being reported

i the above

i i racts of general interest under
e eulks o Shollzngxzhemselves to article form will appear, as
We will even try to reproduce occasionally

hoping that the Presidential

subordinates, his colleagues, into a very
happy family, to carry them along with
him, and to help them to express ‘them-
selves in their own way. It is a sign of
an earlier stage of evolution when a head
of a department feels that his word is final.
He should never arrive at that condition
of finality. His business is to warm his
colleagues and subordinates with the family
aspect of their common life. He should
help his subordinates to be happy, strong,
giving them opportunities to become skilled
and efficient. We are responsible to the
Masters for every one of those who are in
our care. We should constantly be think-
_ing about them and their future, how they
can be brought nearer to the Masters. As
President, I am not only responsible for
those who are themselves responsible, but
as well for those who work with them.
Here is the acid test we can apply to
ourselves : To what extent are we making
these people happy, or are we insisting on
our own particular efficiency ? Let us never
sacrifice that sense of happiness and free-
dom in the staff to accomplish mefe effici-
ency. To be joyous is so very vital. If
we who are superior officers in any par-
ticular activity do not do our duty to the
Masters in connection with those who work
with us and assist us, we have failed, how-
ever efficient our work may appear on the
surface. Will our subordinates bear testi-
mony in our favour with full hearts when
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the time comes ? It is only at the second
Initiation that we are required to produce
our “ cloud of witnesses,” but we must
be getting our witnesses ready. ‘

Remember whatever difficulties one
notices in one’s subordinates, we have those
or other sins. I often feel how difficult it
must be for those here and elsewhere who,
having worked under Dr. Besant, now have
to co-operate with George Arundale. It
cannot be helped, and we must do the best
we can.

I should like to take a confidential
census of happiness among all our resi-
dents here at Adyar, and have a perfeétly
frank response : ‘‘ Are you quite happy ?
“ Absolutely.” Splendid, but if you notice
a certain sense of reservation, you con-
tinue v *“ Is the head of your department
delightful 2 If the answer is: “ Not
altogether,” then that is a black mark
against that head. At least we must expect
the answer : ‘‘ The head is rather driving,

but he 1s very just, and always ready to
help us in every possible way.”

Remember that often when we stand .

in the presence of the Masters, we stand
with our subordinates. Then the question
arises as to what they can in full truth
say in our favour. It is very important
to meditate on our fellow-workers, espe-
cially those closest to us in our work. ‘Not
to improve them—very likely we need
more improvement than they do—but in
order to strengthen them, to make them
happier, to clear away the obstacles. If
we have not time to do this, we are wast-
ing our time. Every one of us must take
sufficient time to try to clear the obstacles
away from 'the paths of our fellow-beings.
Our Superiors are trying to clear away
our obstacles. We must help Them in
this work of clearance. We are not steam-

_ rollers but beautiful birds with lifting

power in our wings. We have a spiritual
responsibility to all who work with us.
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Work Matters More! ¢

By The Editor

ADYAR CALLING

BRETHREN :

I call to your attention the forth-
coming 64th International Convention
of The Theosophical Society and the

" Convention of the Indian Section, to be

held at Adyar on and from December
26th, 1939.

I call to your attention the fact that
every member of The Theosophical
Society should feel the urge to be pres-
ent on the great occasion.

As Mussalmans go to Mecca, as
Hindus go to Kashi, so should Theos-
ophists add Adyar to their places of
pilgrimage.

1 ask you to realize that every
Lodge in India should be represented

Bl
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at Adyar during the Convention. Some
Lodges, I deeply regret, have never
been represented, some only very
rarely.

I ask you to realize that a visit to
Adyar is worth a considerable sacrifice,
apart from the duty such a visit is.

Best of the whole is that a Lodge
membership, including the young Theos-
ophists, travel together to Adyar.

Next best is that a number of mem-
bers, including young Theosophists,
travel together to Adyar.

Next best is that a few members, in-
cluding young Theosophists, travel to-
gether to Adyar.

Next best is that one older member
and at least one young Theosophist
travel together to Adyar.

Mmélﬂ
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Next best, if no older Theosophist can
come, 1s that the expenses of a young

. Theosophist be paid that he or she may
come to Adyar.

Next best is that every member of the
Lodge become an “* Absentee Delegate ™
on payment of a nominal fee of One Rupee,
so that each may have some share in the
Convention, and which I should like to be
allocated to the Faithful Service Fund
which has been established to provide
maintenance for those older workers who
have given their all to Theosophy and The
Theosophical Society for many years.

Next best is that as many members as
possible become “Absentee Delegates,” The
names of all “ Absentee Delegates ” will be
duly noted, but of course they will have no
votingpower. But this is better than nothing.

Next best, but not nearly so good, is
that each Lodge should place orders for
The Adyar Daily News—the daily journal
of the Convention, with all the interesting
news day by day. The post-free cost will be
about Ish., or 25 cents, or 8 as.~—six copies
to be mailed under one cover.

Alsa, will it be worth the while of The
Theosophical Publishing House to print
as a booklet the International Convention
Addresses of

Mr. C. Jinar@jadasa {two lectures),

Mr. Hirendranath Datta,

Srimati Rukmini Devi ?
If there are enough orders the addresses
will be printed. India: Re. 1 cloth, As. 12
wrapper ; Overseas: Sh. 1/6 cloth, Sh. |
wrapper (postage extra).

What must be wunthinkable is that
some Lodges participate in no way what-
ever in the International Convention and
the Indian Section Convention.

This should be a maitter for deep dis-
appointment to any Lodge.

Surely there is some way in which
every Lodge,cven the semi-dormant Lodge,
can become part of these Conventions so
that there is an Indian-wide Convention.

AugusT

Of course, there will be little miniature
Conventions all gver the country. While
the great Conventions are taking place at
Adyar, there will be beautiful little minia-
tures dotted about every part of the coun-
try, even i only a few members are able
to gather together. But these miniature
Conventions must in no way affect the
participation of every single member of
the Indian Section in some way or other
in the Adyar Conventions.

May I hope for a reply from every single
Lodge in India, a reply to me personally,
as to what each can do to be a positive
and active cell in the Convention organism
which will be established at Adyar this
coming December ? I do ask for a reply.
Is this too much to ask? I am sure it is
not, and I am also sure that each Lodge,
and each Centre too, will make an effort,
some happy sacrifice, so as to be present
in spirit even if physical presence be im-
possible.

And let me add that we want a specially
large gathering of young Theosophists.
Once we older people were the hope of
the future. 1 trust that most of us have
fulfilled that hope. Today those who are
to be our successors are the hope of the
future. We must help them to fulfil the
hope that they are, even as we were helped
to fulfil the hope that we were, and the
achievement 1 hope we now are.

Let every Lodge do all in its power to
help young Theosophists to be present at
the Convention.

I have written this letter with all en-
thusiasm and with the eager hope of an
enthusiastic response.

I am now waiting to hear from all who
think that their President’s call deserves

at least acknowledgment and perhaps a
little more.

Fraternally,

Yerged Lovertale

Greetings Sent by the President

BELGIUM

DEAR FRIENDS,

I send to your Convention under the
distinguished chairmanship of Mr. Jina-
rajadasa my most loving greetings. Ruk-
mini and 1 always have the happiest mem-
ories of our periodical visits to Belgium,
for we have always felt that we were very
welcome in your midst.

The world situation must have been,
and must still be, very preoccupying to all
who have the cause of peace at heart.
And no country, I think, can be more pre-
occupied than Belgium, not only because
of the terrible suffering she endured during
the last war but of her situation in the
event of any war which takes place in
Europe. Belgium has her unchallenge-
able heroism and her great King as
priceless assets, and there is little doubt
that she would in the long run be on
the side of victory, but however short
any future war might be, the suffering
would be no less intense than were it
prolonged.

The immediate duty of Belgium, like the
immediate duty of so many other countries
including the British Empire, is to put her
house in order. There may be vital dif-
ferences, but there must be a no less vital
solidarity. To this end, Belgium exists,
so that she may release her spirit among
her citizens and spread her mission through
the world.

In such work Theosophists can play a
dominant, a leading role. And I am happy
in the certainty that on foundations so
finely built for many years by Monsieur
Polak, your fiery and delightful General
Secretary of today will be able to help you
all to become the heart of Belgium, to give

e “ ,;// B
her strength, to give her visiomtb-give

her peace. s

To try to do this for Belgium is to help
to anchor the world for peace. May
our Elders bless you in such service to
Them.

May 27

HOLLAND

Dear Colleague :

I send to you and to all brethren as-
sembled at your forthcoming Convention
my very best wishes for a happy and a
useful gathering. You know what I feel
for your great little country and how glad
1 should have been, had it been possible
for me to be present on this auspicious
occasion. But I am exceedingly busy here
in India for the moment, very truly both
day and night; so much so that I have
been unable to pay to the Netherlands
Indies or to Burma the visits which I had
promised myself. Not only is the situation
in India difficult, but there is very much
to do, as you will be able to read in the
July Watch-Tower.

These are, of course, very busy times
for all Theosophists everywhere, and parti-
cularly for you in the Netherlands, and for
every country which has to tread the
difficult path of Peace with Honour. Her
Majesty Queen Wilhelmina made some
time ago a very notable pronouncement
on Spiritual Rearmament. Such a pro-
nouncement came rightly from a woman,
from a great woman, and from the Head
of a State with the traditions of the
Netherlands. I feel sure that such a pro-
nouncement has found an echo not only in
the hearts of her subjects, but in the
hearts of all civilized peoples throughout
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the world. It is Theosophy and of the
very essence of The Theosophical Society.

The disturbance in the outer world is, of
course, the opportunity of Theosophists
everywhere and, surveying the world situa-
tion as 1 do, I see very clearly signs that
everywhere and in every Section our mem-
bers are seizing the opportunities which
the forces arrayed against Universal
Brotherhood are now providing. We mem-
bers of The Theosophical Society could
not have a more splendid time in which to
live, for it is in such times that it is most
easy for us to prove our worth as members
of The Theosophical Society, and our
understanding of the truths of Theosophy.

June 3

SCOTLAND

Dear Colleague,

I have just sent off to you the following
cable, not being sure whether this letter
will reach you in time for the Convention :

Best wishes happy plan-ful Convention.

1 specially think of every Section nowa-
days as planning to spread Theosophy
with unparalleled vigour during these
strenuous and critical times. The great
need of the world is for Theosophy in its
simplest, most direct and most emphatic
form. But there is no less need for every
member of The Theosophical Society to
show in his surroundings how splendid is
our movement and how invigorating.

After remembrance of the splendid work
done by the Scottish Section in connection
with the G]asgov'v Exhibition 1 have no
doubt whatever that you and your fellow-
members not only perceive the need of
all possible strenuous activity, but feel the
energy and inspiration to work harder
than ever. Of course, it is not really work
in the narrower sense of the word. Itis
very truly life.

May 31

AVGUST
U. 8. A.

Dear Colleague :

Rukmini and 1 will be thinking of you
very much as you begin to hold your
Annual Convention. We have attended
many of these, and we do not know which
has made us most happy. Tt is one of our
joys to be able from time to time to visit
The United States and to bathe so happily
in the very obvious affection which greets
us everywhere we go. However strenuous
our tours may have been, we have left
your shores stimulated and encouraged. It
is not too much for me to say that, while
we hope we are useful to The Theosophical
Society and to Theosophy, our periodical
visits to you all add to our strength to be
of service.

I feel somewhat jealous of Mr. Jinardja-
dasa who will be with you during your
Convention, and will, I hear, be able to
make a short tour. Jealousy apart, how-
ever, he will be a tower of strength to
you, and will hearten you in his own
splendid way for the Theosophical duties
of the new year which the Convention
begins.

In addition to all the very many
graciousnesses The Theosophical Society
is constantly receiving from its American
brethren, I must single out the more than
wonderful response to the Adyar Day
Fund which was made by your members
in answer to the appeal of the Adyar Day
Committee. Your splendid Mr. Pond sent
us the other day the almost incredible sum
of $4,800, three times the amount sent last
year. I could hardly believe my eyes when
I saw the cheque, nor could the Treasurer
nor the Recording Secretary believe theirs.
And if the Vice-President had been here at
Adyar, T am sure he would not have be-
lieved his eyes! However, there is the
cheque, and 1 can assure you that it will
be used most wisely. It will enable us
not only to help the Adyar Library, the
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General Headquarters Fund, and the O}-
cott Memorial School, but we shall be able
to allocate a proportion to the Faithful
Workers' Fund which I have established
in order to assist, in some measure at least,
those faithful workers of The Society who,
having given their all for very many years,
need a little help in the evenings of their

lives. I know you will say a special word
of gratitude on my behalf to all those who
have been so generous to Adyar Day.

1 am sure you will have a very happy
Convention and you know well that our
affection will be with you each day of it.

June 3

Greetings Received by the President

AMERICA

O our International President George

S. Arundale, the Ohio Theosophical

Federation assembled at the Hotel Gibson,

Cincinnati, Ohio, send their cordial greet-
ings and reaffirm their pledge of loyalty.

With very best wishes to you and all co-

workers at Adyar. —KATHERINE GRACE,

May 25
If

The Western New York Federation of
The Theosophical Society in America at its
First Annual Meeting in Rochester, New
York, May 28, unanimously voted :

“That Greetings and Good Wishes be
sent to the President of the Theosophical
Society, Dr. George Arundale.”

This Federation is now composed of the
Buffalo and Rochester Lodges, with Syra-
cuse planning to join as soon as released
from the New York Federation. It is the
consensus of opinion of both Lodges that
our work has been greatly benefited in this
Section since the formation of our Federa-
tion. Our motto is: ‘A Lodge in Every
Town.” —MILDRED EVANS
June 10

ENGLAND
English Convention sends loyal and de-

voted greetings. —GARDNER
May 28

11

Menu cards signed by Mr. Jinarajadasa
and 99 others were sent by Mrs. Gardner
who said :

“The occasion was the evening meal
on Saturday of Convention when about
100 of us had a light supper at the Chiltern
Court Restaurant. It was suggested that
you might be willing to receive our greet-
ings in this form, and the idea was taken
up with enthusiasm.”

FINLAND

The Abo Lodges “ Aurora™ and ““ Ayra”
celebrating together White Lotus Day are
sending you loyal greetings. [21 signatures]
May 8

INDIA

Marathi Federation grateful for inspir. -
ing message. Sends loyal greetings.

May 21 —SECRETARY

SCOTLAND

Many thanks for your cable and letter
of greeting and encouragement to the
Scottish Convention. We had a very
happy time and hope to carry out the
plan-ful part in due course. The members
of the Convention have asked me to
convey to you and Mrs. Arundale their
good wishes and loyal and affectionate
greetings. Please accept.

June 13 —JEAN ALLAN
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N 21 June 1939 Dr. Arundale com-

pleted five years of presidentship of

The Theosophical Society. “Writing his

Open Letter No 11 on this day, the Presi-
dent added :

“May I say that I wrote this letter on
June the 21st, which I am reminded is the
fifth anniversary of my election as third
President of The Theosophical Society ?
This day is indeed a Day of Judgment for
me, and I should like to assure every one
of my fellow-members that 1 am ever
deeply sensible of the honour they have
conferred upon me, and of my responsibil-
ity to them and to Those who have given
Theosophy and The Theosophical Society
to our new world.”

REMINISCENCES OF COL. OLCOTT

‘When, in 1897, Colonel Olcott visited
Australia, on his arrival in Melbourne,
whilst being taken in a cab to the house
of his host, comment was made upon
his remark in OIld Diary Leaves about
H. P. B.'s loyalty to her Master and her
willingness, if needed for His work, to
see the whole human race consumed by
fire, and he was asked whether this was
to be taken literally, to which he replied :
“Yes, most certainly, metaphorically speak-
ing of course !

On the following Sunday the writer had
the privilege of taking the Colonel to pay
a series of afternoon calls upon some of
the more prominent members of the Mel-
bourne Lodge, and of course in each case
we were asked to have afternoon tea, sa
that when finally we reached my own
home, and my wife, knowing nothing of

:Vhit had gone before, asked the Colonet
o have a cup of tea, the dear old gentle-
man, drawing himgelf up and sighing

_deeply, replied : Well, Mrs, Studd, I have

ah;;ady éiken in a full supply, but 1 would
rather the tank wi
soblige 2 legyo to overflowing than

‘ A few days later, after a series of inter-
views with certain lady members of a
rather dominating and quarrelsome type
he remarked with great emphasis : “Whg;
on earth cannot all these cats get together
and form a Cat Lodge and let the rest of
us live in peace ?” ‘

At another time, in discussing certain
Lodge difficulties, at the lunch table he
urged upon us the necessity for “that rarest
of all things, plain ordinary common sense.”

On his way back to India the Colonel
spent a few hours only in Melbourne,
arriving in the morning and leaving in the
afternoon, and at the lunch table I apolo-
gized for not having been one of those
who met him at the station, explaining
tha:t as I was unable to leave the office
twice in the one day, I had thought it
better to see him off in the afternoon rather
than to meet him on his arrival, at which
the Colonel, with a twinkle in his eye
remarked : Well! I did think that if T had
no other friend in Melbourne, I could at
least count upon you, and here you tell me
to my face that rather than come to wel-
come me upon arrival you would prefer to
wait to see me safely off the premises.
Well! Well ! I am disappointed.”

—SAMUEL STUDD
THE MAGIC OF A 1IFE

Throughout the history of The Society
no teaching has ever been so potent, no
doctrine so encouraging as the example of

194
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a Theosophical life well lived. A Jife of
difficulties and sorrows, indeed of tragedies,
a life of questioning, doubt, obstacles, yet
a life Hived in a spirit of buoyant courage
—obstacles faced, doubts pursued, sorrows
surmounted, a fiery defence of the oppressed,
a stirting enthusiasm for and an utter devo-
tion to whatever cause she espoused-—such
was the life lived by Annie Besant. She
will ever be the supreme example of
Theosophical living. Old members will
look lovingly back to the days when they
knew her, new members will be grateful
for her service to The Society, butitis
the youny member who will be most in-
spired by the story of her life, who will be
lifted into the greatness of her world,
where she lived so valiantly, so completely,
and with that youthful spirit of daring
adventure which endured to the end of
her days. It is for this that her Autoblo-
graphy has been republished, and it would
be a ftting tribute if, on her Birthday,
every Lodge and every member became the
possessor -of this book which will ignite in
them the flame that burned within her
throughout a rich and varied life.

Mr. }J. B. Marshallsay, honorary agent
for the Theosophical Publishing House in
Vancouver, B. C., of the Canadian Feder-
ation, writes as follows: ““I should think
the new edition of Dr, Besant’'s Aufobio-
graphy should go over wonderfully well,
and for her real admirers the de luxe edi-
tion would seem just the thing."

BHARATA NATYAM

Srimati Rukmini Devi gave very suc-
cessful public dance performances present-
ing various aspects of Bharata Natyam—
South Indian classic dance—to crowded
audiences at the Adyar open-air theatre on
two occasions, Sunday, July 9, and Satur-
day, July 15—from 7 to nearly 10 p.m.

3

The following is an English rendering
of the truth-story portrayed in the ninth
and last item on the first evening’s pro-
gramme. This dance was acclaimed as
the most exquisite :

NATANAMADINAR

(1) So, in the Golden Hall, danced the
Divine One with celestial exquisitenesg—
long, long ago, in Kailgsa,

{2) In his Home in the North, he asked
the Rgis to assemble at Tillai on the day
sacred to Guru in the month of Tai, that
they might witness His wondrous Dance,

(3) The eight spheres of the universe
trembled.

Adi-sesha, upon whose head rests
the earth, swayed in fear and shook the
world.

From the storm-tossed waters of
Gangi fountains gushed forth.

Then the assembled Devas chanted
praise to the Lord.

And Gopalakrsna sang with joy in
His heart.

Ornamented with hooded serpents,
the hair of S'iva swayed as He danced,

And His Dance brought the world
to Salvation.

THE YOUNG THEOSOPHIST

This journal has been running 2 series
of delightful and true animal stories,
Perhaps some of the young people over
the world, to whom the editor has sent out
a plea for contributions to the magazine,
might gather courage and send in a true
animal story if they are unable to make any
other contributions. Will older mewbers
who know of young people who write, or
who have good ideas, encourage them to
send their thoughts to their international
magazine ? In the last issue is published
3 radio talk given by Dr. Arundale in
Madras, ** Youth~—an Affair of the Soul.”
This is the second radio talk of this series,
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the first, which was delivered by Srimati
Rukmini Devi and published in the previ-
ous Young Theosophist, was entitled
“ Beauty~—an Affair of the Soul.”

THE TREASURER, T. S.

His great interest in the cause of Bud-
dhism has taken Mr, A. J. Hamerster to
Ceylon, and in view of his probably pro-
longed absence from Adyar, hehas tendered
his resignation as Treasurer of The Society.

The President has therefore appointed,
with the approval of the Executive Com-
mittee, Mr. N. Sri Ram to be Treasurer of
The Theosophical Society in addition to
his duties as acting Recording Secretary
until relieved by Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti.

CONVENTION, 1939

The President has appointed a prelim-
inary Convention Committee to stimulate
interest in the forthcoming International
Convention to be held at Adyar this year.
The members of the committee are Mrs.
Adeltha Peterson, Mr. Henry v. de Poll,
Miss Anita Henkel, and Mr. M. Subra-
maniam. The committee will be very glad
to receive any suggestions which members
may feel inclined to make about pro-
gramme, food, accommodation, etc.

THE INDIAN SCIENCE CONGRESS

It is to be noted that delegates to the
International Convention at Adyar will
have the opportunity to attend the 27th
Annual Meeting of the Indian Science
Congress to be held in Madras from
January Znd to 8th, 1940.

His Excellency Lord Erskine, Governor
of Madras, has graciously consented to be
the Patron of the Meeting.

Applications for Ordinary or Sessional
Membership in the Congress may be sent
to Mr. S. K. Mitra, Secretary, Indian

AucusT

Science Congress, 92 Upper Circular Road
Calcutta, India. ,

A preliminary note of information about
this Congress was printed in the June
Theosophist, page 284. And further

notice will be given in the S
eptemb
Theosophist. ? “

BOOK SALES

A middle-aged person on receiving the
booklet, Books, How to Sell Them, sent
the following note: . . . one usually finds
that the bookstall is presided over by a
very old member, and whilst they prove
very capable on the business side, I think
we should have young attractive people
as.susting.” The recipient of the note, also
mlfidle-a‘ged, humorously questions the
editor: * Does he imply that old people
are not really attractive ? »

" SLIPS THAT PASS IN THE NIGHT"

In a recent advertisement of A Short
History of the Theosophical Society the
T.P.H. inadvertently stated that the
educative value of this work cannot be
underestimated "' !

REQUEST TO READERS

Are you world-minded ? Here is a test.
Do you read, in THE THEOSOPHICAL
WORKER, with the greatest interest, news
and notes with which you are already
familiar, or do you find it more interesting
to read news and notes about ather people
and other Sections that are unknown to
you ? Of course the former is natural, but
the latter may be a tendency towards the
super-natural !

We appreciate both the natural and the
super-nétural interest, if sincere. And may
we again urge all Theosophical workers
?o co-operate with us by sending to your
journal, THE THEOSOPHICAL WORKER,
reports of work accomplished by you ?

Theosophical Holiday Camps

AN APPRECIATION

HOSE who have ever spent holidays

at a Theosophical Camp will give

quick assent to the following greetings

sent by Dr. Arundale to the organizers of
such a camp :

“1 think camps are capable of giving
much refreshment to those who attend
them, especially if every one is given time
for that solitude which is so lacking in
ordinary everyday life. I hope the pro-
gramme of the camp will be so arranged
that its members can wander away into
fields and to the seaside where they can
be alone to commune with the Voices of
the Silence and with our good Mother,
the Earth, whom we so much ignore . . .
I should myself be very eager to be with
you if I could be sure of facilities for
silences and solitudes. It would indeed
be good if you could specialize in such
camps as part of your propaganda work,
so that year after year members might be
able to look forward toa beautiful period
of rest which would be a great opportunity
for recreation.”

(In this connection, see Watch-Tower
notes in the August Theosophist,
pp. 403-5.)

NEW ZEALAND

An Easter Week-end Camp, combining
three kinds of holiday, 2 cessation from
work, a change of work, and the same
work in a different environment, was held
at Mt. Manganui, Tavranga, New Zealand,
and those who participated found it a
stimulating and refreshing period. Twenty
members from Auckland, Hamilton, Te
Puke and Wellington had jolly times
surfing, climbing, walking and talking;
and perhaps the spontaneous talkings were

as greatly enjoyed as any part of the
holiday. After an afternoon visit to a
local centre of historic interest the members
gathered together for a public lecture and
questions-and-answers, followed by a com-
munity supper. From among the lecture
audience a group of ten were formed into
a Reading Group which meets weekly for
the study of Theosophy.

ENGLAND

A Theosophical Holiday Camp is an-
nounced for August 5-26, near Scar-
borsugh, England. Campers will be
housed in two permanent buildings near
the coast cliffs, where they will be able
to enjoy the freedom of outdaor life under
Theosophical conditions, re-creating them-
selves in healthy surroundings while carry-
ing out Theosophical ideals in daily living.

Provision will be made for discussion
groups based on the Laws of Manu as far
as possible, and various social activities
according to the personnel of the Camp.

U.S. A.

Camp “ Indra Laya’ (the abode of the
angels) sitnated on Orcas, one of the
famed San Juan Islands lying off the
north-west coast of the United States,
announces that Mr. Jinarajadasa will be
a guest of the 1939 camp which will be
held July 22 to August 10. The Orcas
{sland Foundation, composed of Theos-
ophists, in 1928 acquired a farm as the
nucleus of a camp. During the twelve
years of its existence the indebtedness has
been wiped out, mainly by camp registra-
tion fees, and the property has doubled in
value because of the buildings and im.
provements, which represent the labour and
services donated by friends of the move-

ment. The camp now consists of 34 acres
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of beautifully wooded land, 4 guest cottages,
23 temporary cabins, a water system,
several comfort stations and bath-houses,
a complete dining and cooking establish-
ment, two natural outdoor assembly points,
with camp-fire equipment, playfields, miles
of trails and an organization which can
care for 100 guests. Mr. and Mrs. Fritz
Kunz, co-founders of the Camp, will also
be guest-speakers and will remain for the
summer months. The Young Theosophists
of Seattle are taking their full repertoire
of plays, and in addition there will be
music, costume parades, poetry and lim-
erick contests, and free instruction in paint-
ing, wood-carving, dancing, drama and
sculpturing. The usual sports, fresh and
salt water swimming, boating and sailing,
games, walks over wooded trails, horse-
riding and mountain-top excursions add
further attractions for the many members
of the north-west American and Canadian
Lodges, who annually spend their holiday
time at Orcas.

Pumpkin Hollow Camp, established in
1937 near Craryville, New York, is to the
members of north-east United States what
*Indra Laya” is to the north-west. This
camp also owes much to the enthusiasm
and hard work of Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Kunz
as well as nunierous other members, and
looks forward to a third successful camp
season. According to the camp sponsors
the camp is more than a place for rest and
recreation, it is an experiment in communal
living, conceived in the spirit of fullest
liberty and simplicity, campers making
their own programmes and consulting to-
gether over matters of convenience and
comfort. The problems of life and the
place of man in Nature form the back-
ground for vigorous and exciting discussion
and there is, therefore, never any need for
formal or artificial activity. The days are

AvuGusrt

filled with a variety of excursions, sponta-
neous interest, friendly company, expansion
of mind, and sheer beauty. Pumpkin
Hollow Camp also owns its own property
a charming old Colonial house forming th(;
nucleus around which floored tents and
other improvements are being constructed.
This camp is open for week-ends through
the summer, and is easily accessible to all
the large cities in the north-east. Non-
Theosophists who are sympathetic to the
ideals and objects of The Society are wel-
come at these two American Camps.

SOLITUDE

In solitude the mind of the thinker
comes to its full fruition. Alone with the
sun, the haunting moon, and the remotely
glittering stars, listening to the night wind
sighing through the pines, the lonely soul
comes forth from her hiding-place and
dances in graceful measure upon the wings
of fancy.

There is more actual beauty in a field
of waving corn than in the painted glory
depicted in some Salon. There is more
real music in the wild hird’s carol than
can ever be heard in the simulated trills
and cadenzas of the concert halls. There
1s more health in a square mile of open
country than can be bought over a count-
er, amidst canyons of steel.

It is well at times to turn off the radio,
and instead, tune in on the infinite; in-
stead of dancing to the latest step, to
allow one’s eyes to follow the dancing
sunbeams ; the mind and the body cannot
both be active at once, but in solitude the
deepest concentration is possible and to
gain mental strength concentration is im-
perative. —J. E. CUSHING,

quoted from Parade, Feb. 1938

NEWS AND NOTES FROM
THE SECTIONS

MR. JINARAJADASA

From a letter dated June 21 at 33
Ovington Square, London, S.W.:

I leave tomorrow for U.S.A. for a three
months’ tour. Since my return from
South America, apart from the lectures
which I have had to deliver in England,
Scotland, Wales and Ireland, as well as
France, Belgium and Holland, my chief
preoccupation has been this house, which
is the Centre for my work in these Islands.

I leave Marseilles on December 2nd for
Bombay, and get to Adyar about Decem-
ber 20th. My stay in Adyar will be the
shortest, excepting 1901, when I came
with my cat and stayed only for Convention.
This time it will be about six weeks, as 1
want to get to Sydney by Easter, which
is early next year. Befare then, I shall
stay in Singapore, and then a hurried visit
in Java before continuing to Sydney.
From Australia I come direct to England,
and expect to be back here some time in
May. All this of course unless unexpected
events intervene.

I was the chief visitor at the Conven-
tions of France, Belgium, Holland and
England. For the first time I read some
of my poems to the Lodges and Conven-
tions, and tried to make them realize that
it is allowable for Theosophists to dabble
in poetry as a means of self-expression.
I find that many people have never thought
that was * quite the thing ™ for spiritual
minded people. One lecture on ““ The
Indivisible Man " will, I think, be given
at the Adyar Convention, as the matter is
important.

—C. J.

ENGLAND

In order that members unable to attend
Lodge meetings may have the inspiration
of Dr. Arundale’s Open Letters, many
Lodges, after reading in meeting, post the
Letters in rotation to the membership list.
The General Secretary also suggests that
Centres and unattached members, who do
not receive the Open Letters, should write
to the nearest small Lodge and ask to see
these Letters when the LLodge has finished
with them, as the large L.odges probably
need to confine the circulation to their
own larger membership.

The National Headquarters has offered
to provide an outline of study along any
special line which a Lodge wishes to
pursue, providing the Lodges will make
the request and state their needs. A course
on Social Problems is well under way and
is being used by various Lodges or groups
within the Lodges, and the suggestion is
made that Lodges desiring to make a
study of healing might well use the new
publication of the Theosophical Research
Centre, Some Unrecognized Factors in
Medicine, as a basis for study, while
scientific study might be based on Where
Theosophy and Science Meet, edited by
Professor D. D. Kanga.

The Publicity Department will in the
future be in the hands of a full-time Publi-
city Secretary, who hopes to develop new
lines of propaganda and to publish some
new publicity literature as time permits.

The Discussion Group on World Affairg
continues its consideration of such vita]
public questions as “ Conscription,” the

Russian pact, Denmark’s pact with
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Germany, and ‘' Christianity and Demo-
cracy.” Included in outlines for these discus-
sions are practical suggestions for personal
meditation, with a view to helping the in-
dividual to enter into an understanding of
world affairs spiritually as well as mentally.

The Executive Committee voted to
make a grant of fifty pounds to The Theo-
sophical Saciety in France, for the immedi-
ate needs of the refugee members of the
Spanish Section now in France.

THE ENGLISH CONVENTION

The English Convention held at Whit-
sun was a great success, and everybody
much appreciated the presence of the dis-
tinguished visitor, Mr. Jinarajadasa, who
untiringly attended practically every meet-
ing, and helped to inspire and enliven the
whole proceedings. A great many people
expressed their appreciation of all he had
been doing for them in Great Britain, and
also on the Continent, where he had attend-
ed the French, Belgian and Dutch Con-
ventions, and given many interesting talks
and lectures. It has been a great pleasure
and happiness to all the members to have
had the opportunity of a closer contact with
him during this lengthy visit, and the
whole Section will undoubtedly benefit by
it in many ways.

Fifty or more members visited the new
Centre at 33 Ovington Square during the
Convention, including friends from Scot-
land, Wales, Ireland, Vienna, America and
other countries. All seemed impressed by
the beautiful rooms and peaceful atmo-
sphere of the house.

At an informal meeting Mr. Jinardjadasa
explained the origin and purpose of the
Ritual of the Mystic Star, leaving a group of
workers to make the necessary preparations
for the first meeting which he will probably
conduct on his return to England in
October. —FROM A LETTER

Avcust

The Annual Convention of the Theo-
sophical Society in England was held at
London headquarters, May 26th to 29th.
With Mrs. Gardner at the head of a
splendid and loyal staff the organization
was well nigh perfect, although at times
we wished that the Besant Hall was a
little larger, for at times it was filled to its
utmost capacity.

Visitors had a warm welcome from Mr.
Jinardjadasa and Mrs. Gardner at head-
quarters, and tea was provided. Mr. Jina-
rajadasa gave the Blavatsky lecture en-
titled : “ The Veils over Consciousness,”’
also a public lecture, *“ The Message of
Nature's Hidden Life to Man.”

In closing the Convention Mr. Jinardja-
dasa said that The Theosophical Society
had a work to do of ever-increasing impor-
tance, that of uniting man to mgn and
nation to nation. He also spoke of the
working of Lodges saying that these needed
more change and variety, that Theosophy
should be created by each one of us, not
always in a lecture but in the way in which
each one can best express it. He also
asked us to think of the stranger and how
it must appear to him ; he said that a Lodge
was an atmosphere and should be a place
where every stranger feels that he is more
soul and less body. Each Lodge should
express beauty and be a sacred place with
a sense of peace and beauty. He ended
by saying that we are working for a great
future and that we should keep before us
the vision of man perfected.

—From Theosophy in Ireland

U. S. A.

The newly formed Western New York
Federation inaugurates its first annual
meeting with the publication of a Bulletin
designed to assist in carrying out the pur-
poses of the Federation, which are: ‘‘to
closely unite all existing L.odges, future
Lodges, national members, and study
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groups in the Federation area; to aid in
the formation of new Lodges, and study
classes ; to arrange for the interchange of
Federation lecturers; to co-operate with
National and International Headquarters
in the selection and routing of lecturers
sponsored by them ; and to encourage other
activities deemed an aid to the extension
of Theosophy and Universal Brotherhood.”

Miss Mary K. Neff, well known in many
countries, who has been touring the Lodges
for the past two years, has agreed to con-
tinue in America until the spring of 1940.
Among many experiences while on tour,
Miss Neff was the main speaker at a
Y.W.C.A. Friendship Dinner for the en-
couragement of better International, Inter-
Racial, Inter-Faith relations. Her sub-
ject was ‘‘ The United States of America,
Training Ground for Internationalism,”
and at ber request the meeting was closed
by the entire group singing an international
hymn which she provided. “T have four
International Anthems, and asked to have
this one | World Brotherhood,” Tune—
America] incorporated in the programme.
Tt was impressive.”

The Children’s Department, which has
been working all winter to secure a com-
plete census of the children in Theosoph-
ical families in America has a list totalling
725 names, with some Lodges still to re-
port. The first contact with the children,
designed to draw them into the circle of
The Society, will be a Birthday Greeting
card, a picture of the “Pixie Pool” in
Aubrey Gardens on the Headquarters
grounds. The work of this department is
going steadily forward and will be greatly
strengthened by having been recently
granted the use of a full page in the na-

‘tional journal for reaching the membership

each month with the plans for children.

ESTABLISHING NEW WORK

How to establish Theosophical work in
a new town is always a debatable question,
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but experience has proved that one im-
portant essential is preliminary prepara-
tion. The annual report of the Michigan
Federation, U.S.A., outlines the methods
employed in preparation for extension work
in a new area.

The first step was to secure from the
National Headquarters the names and ad-
dresses of all members living in towns
where no Lodges exist, and the names of
all inquirers who had written either to
The Society or to the Theosophical Press
for information concerning Theosophy or
books, and finally a list of public libraries
in the State which had accepted gifts of
books during the year. The location of
the 62 members and 49 inquirers thus
secured was indicated on an ordinary auto-
mobile map by means of coloured crayons,
the members being indicated by one colour-
ed spot on the name of the town, and the
inquirers and libraries by other colours,
Able thus to visualize clearly all contacts
in the State, their proximity to one another
and to Lodges, the Federation was able to
concentrate its effort at the beginning
where interest already existed and where
sustained help could be given from nearby
members or ILodges to any work inaugu-
rated.

Choosing a location which offered the
most promise, the Federation planned a
week-end camp in this section of the State,
wrote personal letters of invitation to each
inquirer and isolated member, secured the
co-operation of a nearby Lodge, and planneg
a widely publicized lecture, all of which
resulted in the formation of a new Study
Class of 26 people in this vicinity, some of
whom drove 25 miles each week to attend.
The Class was put in the hands of 4
resident member but was visited by mem.
bers from the nearest Lodge and also kept
in contact with the Federation officers. The
free-will offerings taken at each class meet.
ing were used to buy books for circulation
among the group.
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The next step in the Federation exten-
sion work was the appointment of a special
correspondent to keep in touch with all the
inquirers in the State, the work having
increased beyond the capacity of the Fed-
eration Secretary, and by this means new
people not only were helped with their
questions but were also brought into a
personal and friendly relationship with
The Society. Notices of all Federation
meetings and of public lectures in the cities
nearest the inquirers and isolated members
were furnished throughout the year. Theos-
ophy Simplified, by Irving Cooper, was
placed in six public libraries, and two
subscriptions to The Theosophist.

Six months later, in the same section of
the State, another town was chosen for

. preliminary operations. The Federation
officers worked for three months by means
of personal letters, or by personal contact
with all members and inquirers living
within a radius of forty miles around the
town chosen for the new effort. After
creating this foundation, again through
correspondence the goodwill and co-opera-
tion of the local newspapers and of the
local Board of Commerce was secured
by outlining to them plans for bring-
ing Theosophy to that town and asking
for their co-operation and suggestions for
a place of meeting. The replies were
kind and courteous, promising co-operation
and suggesting the Community Room of
the public library. The mailing list of
thirty names gathered from various sources
was then circularized twice with Theo-
sophical material before sending the an-
nouncement of the forthcoming lecture;
free publicity stories were sent to 28
papers in small surrounding towns, paid
advertising was inserted in the local news-
paper which responded by printing three
free publicity stories and the speaker's
picture as well. The lectures were well
attended and hold such promise for the
establishment of a permanent group that
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the speaker agreed, although it necessitates
a 300-mile drive each week, to continue
with a series of weekly classes in the
autumn,

Aside from thege two specific efforts
during the past year, the Federation has
sent publicity items to 120 newspapers
over the State, each item carrying the
address of the National Headquarters,
Although it is impossible to know defi-
nitely, inasmuch as some of the new in-
quiries received at Headquarters originate
from towns where this material has been
published, the Federation is justified in
feeling that at least some of these Inquiries
may be the result of their publicity efforts.

ARGENTINA

The Argentine Republic reports a very
successful Convention, their twentieth. The
Section now counts 23 Lodges and 2
Centres with a total of 460 members,
practically the same as last year. One of
the important works undertaken in the
Section has been the distribution of a large
number of pamphlets entitled Theosophy—
Is It a Science, a Religion, a Philosophy ?
As far as possible these pamphlets are
distributed free. The National Board
have agreed to the formation and in-
corporation in The Society of a group
of Young Theosophists. The Sectional

magazine appears three or four times
yearly.

AUSTRALIA

The Australian Convention was happy
to receive good wishes from Dr. Arundale,
and from Mr. Jinardjadisa the following
letter :

“Dear Mr. Litchfield: A line to thank
you most cordially for the Section's greet-
ings. Constantly I dwell upon the mar-
vellous beauty of the harbour and the
invisible influences there. I hope the Sec-
tion will not forget to give this part of
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the message of Theosophy, wh.ich it is
necessary to preach to Australians, and
that is, in the words of a MuharTlmadan
poet,  Thy best traffic is selling this Wf)l’ld
for the next. Yours sincerely, C.Jina-
rajadasa. ‘ ,

“p G : My lecture ‘season,’ to use thg
phrase of Grand Opera artists, covers this
year not only England, Wales, Ireland,
Scotland and U.S.A., but also France,
Belgium and Holland. I Will take your
good wishes as covering these other coun-
tries also.” _

Theosophy in Australia prints the Con-
vention address by Geoffrey Hodsgn, en’-,
titled ©“ Theosophy as Interior Experience.”

As regards their very successful broad-
casting work, Mr. Burt said that before
the annual report was adopted, he would
ask the meeting to consider the additiox? ot
2 comment upon the work of the Section
Broadcasts Committee during the year.
High praise was due to Miss Maddox
through whose efforts the standard of'the
Theosophical Radio work had been raised
very considerably. The list of speal.(ers who
had taken sessions during the year included
many distinguished public men and women
and public opinion regarding The Theo-
sophical Society was now very largely one
of respect. (This was done.)

Dr. Bona stated that in Melbourne they
had been successful in obtaining three
broadcast sessions each week, which were
in the capable hands of Mr. Farquharson
and Mr. Furze-Morrish. '

Mr. Samuel Studd was much appreciated
as the Chairman of the Convention. In

closing the Convention he remarked that
he need not say more than that they had
had a very successful gathering. Everything
had been considered in harmony, and
most of all, from what he could gather,
every one seemed to have enjoyed the
Convention. It had been a great spur to
Theosophical work in Australia to have
‘Mr. Geoffrey Hodson with them, as he was
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unique in answering questions, and putting
things simply and plainly.

Mr. Hodson’s programme at Sydney for
June-Sept. includes 11 public lectures on
Sundays, and 10 public study classes on
Tuesdays ; also a special public lecture for
young people on July 28,

AUSTRALIAN YOUTH

The Young Theosophists of Sydney, with
the approval of the Section Executive
Committee, have undertaken to surmount
the high cost of printing in colours the
illustrations of members of the Angel
Kingdom which are to appear in Mr,
Geoffrey Hodson's new book, Kingdoms
of the Gods, by themselves raising the
sum necessary for its publication. They
are sending out an appeal to all members
in Australia.

In the Youth Session of the Annual
Convention a resolution was passed recom-
mending that as much support as possible
be given to Conscience, the new journal
from Adyar.

CANADA

The Bhagavad-Gita class, organized
after a series of addresses given by the
General Secretary, has closed a successfy]
year. Nearly all of the students are new
to the study and are forming a Young
People’s Group for independent discussion
with a view to self-development along
spiritual and Theosophical lines. The clags
was provided with a list of suggested books
for summer reading, some of which are
well known occult novels.

The Canadian Theosophist for May
has a fine article on * No Missing Volumes
of the Secret Doctrine ”” which wonderfully
vindicates Dr. Besant’s work on the S.D,
[This article will be reprinted in the Sep-
tember Theosophist.]

The Canadian Theosophist for Jupe
has a splendid article on  The Royal
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Visit,” as the greatest national event and
opportunity. “ Theosophy is the message
that will bring all the quarrelling brethren
together at last, and Theosophists in Cana-
da should never forget their national op-
portunity and their national destiny to
reconcile the nations and crown the earth
with gladness.”

EAST ASIA

The annual Headquarters dinner, with
members of the Shangbai Lodge and a
few students as guests, was held May
27th. The Lodge and its Library will be
advertised throughout the summer months,
“just to keep them from forgetting us”
with a line in the Sunday newspaper of
which the following is a sample: * That
Death is a recurring incident in an endless
life, opening the gateway to a fuller and
more radiant existence, is one of the most
inspiring ideas of Theosophy. Library
open 5—6 every Monday and Thursday.”

HOLLAND AND JAVA

The request, inaugurated by Her Majesty
the Queen of the Netherlands, to work for
moral and spiritual rearmament was un-
animously endorsed by the Dutch East
Indies Section of The Theosophical Society
during its Congress held in Soerabaja and
the pledge given to give all possible as-
sistance in the furthering of this idea.

The Haarlem Lodge has developed a
unique and what should prove a useful
plan of work. * The whole town isdivided
into as many districts as thereare ‘lonely’
members living at a certain distance of
each other. These members have a list
of those interested in Theosophy in their
area, and they are expected to visit them
or (and) to have ‘at homes’ for them so
as to answer questions or to meet them
in their difficulties with a Theosophical

lamp.” The Lodge also finds that a cup
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of tea after the members’ meetings fur-
nishes an excellent opportunity for informal
discussions and to talk with people one
seldom otherwise meets.

INDIA

The June lecture-programme of the
Karacht Theosophical Society is inter-
spersed with lectures on “The Indian
Ideal in Education,” “ Child Guidance by
Parents and Teachers,” “ Needs of the
Day,” and two Baby Shows and Child
Welfare Conferences.

The President’s Open Letters are made

_the subject of teaching in the Adult Night

School sponsored by the Kallapalli Lodge.

The annual report of the Karnataka
Theosophical Federation shows that during
the year four new pamphlets have been
translated into Kannada and widely distri-
buted. The Lodges of this Federation have
apparently not been content with lectures
and study, but have thrown their influence
and effort into an enormous amount of
social service work in that area, which
includes an attack on the mass ignorance
of the villagers through schools and
lectures, an effort to remove debasing relig-
ious practices and the slaughter and sacri-
fice of animals, jail and hospital visiting,
the uplift of women, child welfare, mater-
nity care, uplift of outcastes, large scale
feeding of the poor on certain religious
festival days and the giving of a cloth to
the physically disabled at that time, con-
ducting of night schools, support of the
co-operative movement, and the esoteric
exposition of the Puranas to the public.
Individuals within the Federation have
given much time to social and political
work, popularizing the Wardha Scheme
of Education, reclaiming the criminal
nomads in the area, Helping to establish
hostels for certain religious sects and
securing scholarships for a few young men
within these backward sects, two of whom
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have already taken B. A. degrees and have
secured Government positions.

The Theosophical Colony established
some years ago at Juhu, near Bombay,
beautifully situated on the sea beach, holds
each year a special full day’s programme
so as to include some of the many non-
Theosophist Bombayites who spend their
summer months here to escape the heat of
the city. This year, the Colony presented
a happy and lively scene on May 28th
when the suburban and Youth Lodges of
Bombay organized an all-day outing which
attracted approximately 250 persons. The
day began with Bharata Samaj Puja and
during the morning the Ritual of the Mystic
Star was performed, but otherwise members
had ample leisure for cementing old ties,
making new friends, sauntering on the sea-
shore and unifying themselves with the
atmosphere of peace pervading the colony.
Music and dancing brightened the after-
noon, but a very popular feature of the
day was the “ Lucky Dip ” whereby each
ticket purchased drew one of the many
useful and beautiful articles prepared weeks
previously by the members of Ananda
Lodge and their friends. The proceeds
realized will partly cover the expense of
roofing the Lodge veranda.

A QUERY

To the Editor:

In the Kallapalli Lodge {India] a ques-
tion was put thus: ' What ought to be
the correct attitude of a Theosophist to
wards the conversion of people into another
religion, when the conversion is the out-
come of temptation and the holding out of
false hepes, and when the people sought
to be converted are those who belong to
the depressed elass and who are without
means and enlightenment. Is there a
duty on the Theosophist to be indifferent
to, or actively to resist, the trial for con-
version ? If there is, how far does it go? "

I have answered the query in my own
humble manner ; but 1 request you to issue
a statement on the matter which is not
only important but may be of frequent
occurrence in many places where Theos-
ophists are. May I suggest that a general
discussion be kindly invited from your
readers, which may lead to our correct
position ?

R. SATYANARAYANA

MR. WARRINGTON

The Ahmedabad Lodge (India) passed
this Resolution on 2 July 1939 ;

* This meeting of the Ahmedabad Lodge
has heard with much regret the passing
away from the physical plane of Mr. A. P.
Warrington. This meeting believes that
in his passing away The Society has lost
a staunch Theosophist and the world a
great worker for human welfare. The
meeting sends its heartfelt condolences to
Mrs. Warrington in her sad bereavement
and hopes that he will soon return in a
finer and stronger body to resume the
furtherance of the cause he so dearly
loved.”

The Bombay Theosophical Federation
passed a Resolution on July 6:

“ Resolved that the Council of the Bom-
bay Theosophical Federation regretfully
take note of the passing on to Light
Eternal of Brother A. P. Warrington, a
great and devoted Theosophist who faith-
fully served The Society for over 40 years,
holding different responsible posts, includ.
ing the posts of the Vice-President ang
President pro. tem. of The Theosophical
Society. The Society has sustained a losg
on the physical plane by his passing on
to Light Eternal. Great is the loss on
the physical plane sustained by Mrs. R,
Warrington, and the Council of the Bom.
bay Theosophical Federation tender her,
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on hehalf of the Bombay Theosophical
Federation, their very heart-felt sympathies
in her bereavement.

May light eternal shine on and peace
perpetual abide with the beloved departed
soul. (Carried unanimously.)

IRELAND

The General Secretary writes that the
article giving the occult interpretation of

“Gnow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” .

mentioned in the June WORKER, will
shortly be published as a pamphlet and
will be available, post free, for three pence.
It is hoped that this booklet will prove
useful in reaching a wider public than
those interested only in Theosophical
lectures.

NEW ZEALAND

A friend writes that the Lodge in
Auckland bas a fine group of young men
and women, quite unique in its way. Some
25 of them gathered around the fire in the
General Secretary’s sitting-room recently,
and Miss Hunt told them about India and
Adyar and other things of interest. “‘ These
young people are the life of the Lodge
here ; they bring out their own magazine,
The Torch, doing all the work of printing,
editing and writing, and it is good.”

THE ARTIST IN US ALL

Mr. Jinardjadasa once wrote to a mem-
ber in New Zealand: “ Do not forget to
develop the ability which you once showed
in writing poetry. It will be useful in ajl
kinds of ways to open out your conscious-
ness.” When asked at the American Con-
vention in 1935 how people of strong emo-
tions could bring about the astral serenity
necessary for buddhic reflection without
losing power, he replied : “Itis a difficult
problem but 1 would say begin to write
poetry. It is in expressing, n striving to
externalize something, that you bring in
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serenity. It is well known that it s a
kind of psychoanalysis. The Japanese have
said a beautiful thing—that if you have
los't someone you love deeply, instead of
being wrapped up in gloom, write a poem
about death. However, it depends some-
what upon the emotions which are within
you. The buddhic reflection comes through
tenderness, affection, through spreading
compassion. Slowly working upon your-
self in that way you will give an opening
to the buddhic nature in you to manifest.
You will remember that I said that the
intuition doesn’t always manifest when
you want it to. It has its own ways. You
will undoubtedly become more intuitive as
you become more charitable and kindly
and artistic.” [This has appeared in
several Sectional journals.]

THE RITUAL OF THE MYSTIC STAR

It seems to many of us that the time is
ripe for the Lodges of our Federation to
create a radiant centre for the “ working
of Mr. Jinarajadasa’s beautiful and striking
“ Ritual of the Mystic Star.” Thirteen
members of Besant Lodge consecrated
themselves through the ““ working ™ of the
ceremony during the last Christmas sea-
son. They were very much impressed by
its beauty and power, as were those who
watched and entered into the spirit of the
ritual, in spite of the lack of full regalia
and “props.” The substitutions proved
adequate for the time being, but it is now
their dream that the Federation will feel
moved to acquire gradually the necessities
of the Form side that all the Lodges may
often be blessed by the enactment of the
ritual. Here in Southern California there
should be a very large group of interested
members who would train themselves for
definite parts and feel keenly the work of
the Shrine.

The ceremony emphasizes the teachings
of five of the incarnations of the Lord
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Buddha as World Teacher and two of the
present Lord Maitreya. The climax of the
ritual comes with the dedication and con-
secration of the celebrants around the altar,
when the presence of the Lord Maitreya is
invoked, and the offering of water is
shared by all according to a custom used
in temples in [ndia when sacred water
is distributed on to the right palm of pil-
grims.

In the words of Mr. Jinardjadasa : * The
symbolism is that of a five-pointed star,
which is the symbol of the Divine. The
Mystic Star represents both the Divine who
rules the universe and the Divine in man.
The aim of the ritual is to lift up to a high
plane of consecration all so-called secular
activities and to bring those who believe
in the existence of a spiritual guidance of
humanity to a commemorative worship
and to unite them in aspiration and in
faith.” "—GLADYS GOUDEY

in S. California Theosophist.

SCOTLAND

The guest-lecturer for the Annual Con-
vention held in Edinburgh June 10th and
11th was Mr. I. Hawliczek of London,
who presided at the Convention meetings
and delivered two public addresses.

Following the usual custom, White
Lotus Day commemoration ceremonies in

the various Lodges were followed by con-
tributions for the Harijan Free School at
Adyar, founded by Colonel Olcott.

A Summer School which will combing
a holiday and classes in Theosophy for
those comparatively new to the Study, is
being arranged by the Lodge of the Fair
City at Perth. The school will be held in
the Lodge rooms and tentative dates are
July 29th to Angust 7th.

LIAISON OFFICERS

Further appointments as Adyar Liaison
Officers are as follows, making a total of
20 Sections choosing their own representa-
tives so far, in response to the President’s
request :

East Asia, Belgium, Mrs., Adeltha
Peterson.

Philippine Islands, Switzerland,
Russian Section outside Russia, Mr.
Henry van de Poll.

Wales, Sweden, Mrs. R, Marion Laven-
der.

Cuba, Miss Irene Prest.

Poland, Prof. D, D. Kanga.

Holland, Miss Rie Vreeswijk.

Earlier appointments were given in the
June WORKER, page 135. It will be noted
that Belgium has changed its representa-
tive. Other selections will be announced
as received.

All the splendour of being a centre from which the spiritual energies
stream forth belongs to each Lodge, however obscure, however small, however
humble. All the dignity of this high office, all the majesty of this royal priest-
hood, clothes each Lodge in garments shining like the sun. We do ill to
belittle our functions, to doubt our lofty calling. The good karma of the
past—some loving service and self-sacrificing effort, some pure thoughts and
tender deeds—have brought us into this living nucleus and the power of the
White Brotherhood pours through us, as a body, to the helping and uplifting
of the world. Wherever a Lodge meets, a star is shining amid the darknegs
of the world, and its magnetic influences stream through the atmosphere,

carrying blessings wherever they go.

—ANNIE BESANT



The Theosophical

CALLS FOR SERVICE

THE Stcretary of the French Section
of the International Correspondence
League writes :

“What can I do? I have more than
ten  applications from French members
willing to correspond with foreign members
that 1 cannot satisfy, and I dare to write
yon, the International President, to ask
if it would be possible to drop a note in
one of your international reviews. At first
1 had poor results, but this month the
French members replied well, and now
the trouble comes from abroad. 1 am
afraid the League is slumbering in every
section and a big voice would be necessary
to awake them! I have written to a good
dozen foreign secretaries of the Inter-
national Correspondence League but nearly
no success.”

Will members desiring to take up this
interesting wotk please write to Mlle.
A. Dugat, 5 rue du Général Lanrezac,
Paris XVIle, France.

e

“Would that my lines were wore
favourably placed enabling me to devote
all my time to Lodge work, but funds do
not allow it. The little I have, as a lone
woman, just meets a simple life in the
country, with clean sweet fruits of the
native soil to suffice for one’s daily needs
and a humble dwelling with thatched roof
of straw to keep off the rain and sun.
What more can one need ? With a life of
such simplicity ope is left with a great
deal of time to devote to other work.
For over thirty years I have lived here,
doctoring and healing the sick, especially
the mothers and babies. For some time

‘Order of Service

I have been agitating for money to build
a small maternity ward in the village, but
so slow, ob, so slow and deaf are the’ears
of the public! There is so much to do! M

first plea is for the babies; infant mor.talitzr
here is appalling, in spite of the long golden
days of glorious sunshine. But this splen-
did gift is counteracted by native ignor-
ance and dirt. The Paraguayan people
are of lovely character, unspoiled and un.
sophisticated. One gets a great deal of
_real happy work amongst them, and work
is good'for us. If anyone can send litera-
ture dealing with all branches of Theosophy
and healing work I shall be most grateful.”
{(From a letter from Mrs. Agnes G. Ander-

son, P.O. Caronel Oviedo, P
, Pa
S. America.) sy,

The T.0.S, in Scotland sends another
call to its members to supply materials
from which to make bandages, old clothing
blankets, or money to be used in rendering’
aid to China’s sick and wounded.

HOLLAND'S CALL

“Every member of The Society will be
able. to render an eminently important
service to his country if he will concentrate
his thoughts on the Unity of Humanity
and on International Tolerance, dedicating
himself with sincerity and humility to the
sex::zice of the Divine Guides of Humanity.

We are not able to grasp the meaning
of the Plan which the Manu is momentarily
working out in connection with the races
and nationalities of Europe, Therefore
Dr. Arundale has warned us not to force;
the political events in a special direction
by thoughts, words or deeds, but tc;
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concentrate our thoughts (each day at the
same hour) on every country of Europe,
enfolding them one by one in the White
Light of Divine Love, earnestly invoking
the blessing and guidance of the Lord
{(for every country, whether it be an
allied or a hostile one). We may then
confidently leave it to the wisdom of
the Great Ones to use our thoughts for
the furthering of Evolution as a whoale.

“ Keeping in view the international unrest
the International Correspondence League
in Holland is using the League to link all
members from different countries, who
want to join this plan, encouraging the
exchange of information about the culture,
the customs and folklore of each country,
in order to further mutual interest and
understanding among the peoples of all
countries. Every member can render an
important service by joining the Inter-
national Correspondence League of the
T.0.5.”

(Written by Mrs. Willy Blokze 31 Leem-
bruggen, Jac. Ruysdaellaan, Bussum,
Holland.)

SERVICE RENDERED

More than £ 35 in money, and approxi-
mately 500 articles of clothing have been
sent by Brisbane (Australia) T.0.S. during
the past two and a half years to give relief
to the distressed in China.

The report of Mrs. Rhoda Martin, Secre-

 tary of the International Correspondence

League, indicates that letters bave been re-
ceived from many countries; thus the
League plays a part in the effort to create
world understanding. The Stamp Club has
grown and is successfully serving two
purposes: to build a permanent stamp
collection for The Theosophical Society,
and to enrich personal collections by ex-

changing duplicates among the club mem-
bers. To this end three books of stamps
are travelling around the world at present, -
with prospects for others as required.
Members interested in these collections
are invited to join the club.

The Belgian T.0.S. reports great ac-
tivity in the domain of “ help to prisoners,”
under the inspiration and guidance of Mlle,
Serge Brisy. Prisoners continue to receive
the monthly Lumiére (Light), and Christ-
mas calendars are distributed in all the
cells, a rare boon for those anxiously
awaiting the day of their deliverance.
Belgium has also been active in helping
children of Spanish refugees, for which
purpose they bave made contact with the
Salvation Army officials.

A SCHEME FOR REFUGEES

The Belgian Theosophical Order of
Service sends us an interesting scheme to
create garden cities by a co-operative soci-
ety with the purpose of helping thoge
people who are nowadays subjected to ex-.
patriation, to overcome their economic and
ethnical difficulties.

These garden cities would be run by those
members of the co-operative society who
have satisfied the responsible authorities of
these garden cities as to their qualifications
for the responsibility. Members would
have to put in a minimum of five hours of
work daily, and would be entitled to three
weeks' holidays annually and an old-age
pension after 25 years’ service. Also they
would be required to pay an initial amount
of 25,000 francs. These garden citieg:
would, according to the sponsors of the
scheme, be self-supporting. Further in.
formation may be obtained from Marse]
Lemesre, 64 rue des Artistes, Laekep
Belgium. ’



THEOSOPHY IS THE NEXT STEP

THE CAMPAIGN BOOKLETS:

T would be good if I could give some
conception of the sense of intense in-
terest in and appreciation of the meaning
of the Campaign which comes as Lodge
after Lodge and land after land makes its
contribution to Adyar. What a picture
would unfold, too, of different kinds of
activities, for the response has come from
so wide a circle.

First the major call by the President
was sounded out before this Campaign was
deferred until 1939. He called to the trusted
head-workers in the Sections throughout
the world, and through them to the labour-
corps, the members in the Lodges. He
called to the trained workers in branch
after branch of social service and of the
thought of the world. Response thrilled
through the world with undoubted results
in the preparations for the necessary under-
standing of the world’s needs in the present
age. Individual researches were put into
form. The Sections in Latin America first
sent contributions—in Spanish mainly—
giving one of the first earnests of the inter-
national key-note that has rung out.

Many members wrote to promise articles
to be used during the Campaign, and some
proved the breadth and tolerance in The
Society when they gave their criticism of
the title chosen for the Campaign. It was
too dogmatic; it would repel a broad and
thoughtful inquirer ; it sounded too much
like a quack “cure-all.” But they would
still give their help.

Then there went out the second call
from Adyar to greet all the Lodges in
January 1939-—a small white leaflet sug-
gesting the work for the current year,
which included the promise of the series of

HOW THEY WERE WRITTEN

booklets, and asked the Lodges themselves
to draw up their conclusions on the sub-
jects that interested them. But the title
still remained the same!! It was well dis-
cussed at Adyar by a very representative
group. We continued to disagree heartily
on shades of meaning, and differences of
application in the title, but retained it
itself. And what a wealth of result it has
brought.

From the Philippines came the idea for
Intelligent Parenthood, (see the April-
May WORKER, p. 121) to receive its
climax from the United States with an
article on *‘ More Intelligent Parenthood.”
Education has been echoed from England,
re-echoed there and from different parts
of America; from Switzerland in a com-
posite Lodge paper. Science has been
crowded with art, with religion, with econo-
mics, politics and internationalism ; with
music—interest therein from Costa Rica
and Australia—and with social conditions.
A group at Huizen sent a survey on the
latter as far-seeing as that from Cincinnati
was practical. One member showed prac-
tically that Theosophy must offer protec-
tion to ensure the purity of foods from
drugs, sera, gland extracts.

Krotona wrote that for us the next step
is Theosophy itself, and a leading worker
in Oakland finds Theosophy must be the
next step in Lodge conditions, and another
turns the same light on propaganda.

Much-occupied doctors write on medi-
cine and healing; a professor finds the
theme for a book in the future in the
article he writes. A business man takes
a busman’s holiday to write on his work
and his hobby. From the crowded hours
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of a social worker's life time is taken to
write on politics. Specialists share their
gifted knowledge, forthrightly, simply, while
those who have no trained wisdom are
inspired to the same clarity of perception
through the insight gained by applying
Theosophy. And librarians and students
have contributed their book-lists.

The scheme has received the breath of
life and its dry bones have become living.

PUBLICITY
HOW DO YOU RECEIVE INQUIRERS?

If you let them enter shy and hesitant,
and wander round until they find their way
into the right room and out again later,
unheralded and unhailed, they may like it.
And they may not. The percentage of
people who prefer to be left alone alto-
gether is very small.  Our publicity means
that we must learn to be all things to all
men. Brotherliness first and all the time.
The first step in brotherhood with anyone
is to meet them as they would like to be
met. With anyone who is retiring by
nature he is not best met first by making
him prominent before others; he requires
a quiet greeting and an unobtrusive guide
to the Library or the Bookstall, or to a
seat that is not too public.

But there are other types of inquirers.
Who meets them all? The ideal thing is
to have someone who is responsible for
this—but not of necessity an “ official ’—
someone who is friendly and understand-
ing, responsive to the needs of others, and
intelligently interested in knowing the ways
of the Section and of the Lodge, so that
he or she is able to direct the inquirer to
what is immediately needed or to the source
where full information on the point may
be gained.

Equally a committee need not be ap-
pointed. One might even say that a com-
mittee should no# be required, It sounds

So the plan for the Booklets has changed
and grown with the new vitality. Their
life has been shared by their readers and
their editor, whether in the busy office
or within sound of the sea at Adyar, in
the bright heat, or the quiet cool green of

the Nilgiri Hills. Their future depends .

on the industry and the genius of the world
membership in giving others their interest
in them. —E. M. L.

BULLETIN

rather cold and calculating to need to plan
out how to make contacts with those who
have already shown that they have inclina-
tions in the same direction as ours—Thegs.
ophy. It is part of our publicity training
to learn to express brotherhood, but it is
our self-training, our Theosophical train-
ing, rather than something to be done in
committees. Brotherhood is to be express-
ed naturally in our lives ; though gracious.
ness may be helped in its appearance by
external aids, it is in itself a flowering of
the soul. And that is the type of publ;-
city-help the inquirer needs from Theos.
ophy at the outset—and always,

On the contrary, this is not ‘a side of
Lodge life that can be left to chance. The
executive committee, or Lodge committee,

whatever its name, should oversee thig

point, and from time to time make refer.
ence to the work to see it is being carried
out. Further, it is well to name a second
“hostess ” who will substitute in the ab.
sence of the other, and who will gather
the important items of information in the
same way. .

There may be occasions where a Lodge
will like to have a committee. Thep use
it—so long as it works well. Buyt let it
and the Lodge beware of being officioyg
instead of efficient; there are not man
in this age of organization who w0u1§
not feel the pressure of being over.
contacted ! ! '

1
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A Todge may use a definite officer or
may use a title informally without think-
ing of it as an office. This name, like the
method, does not matter, it is the work
that matters. It is one of the main duties
of all F.T.S. to be able to meet other
seekers. We begin our work at once as
publicity agents—of the right type. So
there can be a host or hostess, a Lodge-
steward, a Lodge-mother; but the word
receptionist is perhaps too formal.

There are not only the types and tem-
peraments of inquirers to be considered—
there may for example be the rather
pronounced character who equally with the
over-shy will not want “‘to be met,” who
prefers to make his own way. Inaddition
there are the different levels of inquirers:
some will need to have pointed out to them
the intellectual side of Theosophy, others
will find the best response from the devo-
tional or artistic impulse expressed in our
literature ; some in the occult and mys-
terious, others in Theosophy in practice,
or its humanitarian or social welfare
interests. And this is not by any means the
point where the Lodge steward should pass
the inquirer to either the book-steward or
the librarian. Individual knowledge is
needed, for the attention given by the
book-steward may be regarded as financial
in its basis, and as for the library a friendly
chat is often the first essential before any
books are read.

Thus what Lodges seed, though they
may not know they want it, is someone
who will at any rate practise the dictum
of the disciple, endeavouring to be “all
things to all men " in the simple sincerity
of a high purpose. —E.M.L.

THE CAMPAIGN BOOKLETS

The list of booklets has been altered
slightly. The subjects Industry and Lei-
sure have been united into one; Psycho-
therapy has been used, not Healing, and
Humanitarianism, not Brotherhood.

Two of the subjects, Science and'Psycho-
logy, have each two booklets.

There are three new subjects added, In
an Understanding of Heredity; For
Those Who Suffer; and For Those Who
are Happy. It is good to be able to
announce that the President has written
these last two. They will form a marked
addition to the propaganda literature of
The Society. Time will prove how far
the whole series is dated by their inherent
material—the Next Step Campaign. But
it may well outlast the Campaign itself as
useful publicity literature. The booklet
on Heredity will also prove popular.

Complete Set of Booklets, As. 14. ps. 6
(India only); abroad: 1sh. 4d., 30 cents.

The total number of Booklets will then
be 21 ; this includes

Three longer Booklets, 100 for Rs. 6-12-0
(India only) ; abroad : 11sh., $ 2.70.

These are on Economics, For Those
Who Suffer, and, For Those Who are
Happy. At double the cost, the Lodges
will be able to sell these at 2d. each,
A. 1. ps. 6, or 4c.

Sets of 100 Booklets :

(@) About 5 of each subject, longer and
shorter forms, for: Rs. 4-3-6, 6s. 4d., $ 1.60.

(b) Shorter form, 18 subjects. These
will be sent as required by the purchaser :
either all subjects, 5 or 6 of each; or all
of one subject; or, 100 of different sub-
jects chosen by the purchaser.

Rs. 3-8-0 (India only), or, abroad,
Rs. 3-11-0, i.e., 5s. 6d. or $1.35.

ALL ORDERS, and communications
are to be addressed to the PUBLICITY
OFFICER, THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
ADYAR, MADRAS, as the Booklets for this
Campaign are being issued from there and
not, as in the last Campaign, from the
Publishing House. ‘

POST-FREE, for cash with order,
preferably, International money order.
Cheques, etc. to be made payable to
PusLicIiTY OFFICER as above.

The Besant Theosophical School, Adyar

BY ANITA HENKEL

! WE must all promote education to

the utmost of our united power.
That is the keystone of the arch of a
nation, the foundation of true national
greatness.” Thus Colonel Olcott, in his
first Presidential address in Bombay, in-
augurated the educational work of The
Theosophical Society which claimed much
of his attention as well as that of his two
successors, Dr. Besant and Dr. Arundale,
particularly with reference to education
in India.

The record of The Society in the field
of Indian education has won respect
throughout the country, and though few
of the schools established in the past are
today under the direct influence or super-
vision of The Theosophical Society, this
all the more indicates that the work was
based upon that sound social principle by
which the volunteer organization inaugu-
rates, sets standards, proves the need and
value of a piece of work or an institution,
and then transfers that undertaking to the
established authorities whose duty it is.

The most notable example of this is
the Central Hindu College, which was
established in 1898 at Benares by
Mrs. Annie Besant and her colleagues, and
in 1913 handed over by her to the
Hindu University Society, a group of
Indian educators, to form the required
nucleus when petitioning the Legislature
for grant of a charter for the National
University, later known as the Benares
Hindu University. Although this univer-
sity, the largest in north India, is now
transferred to another section of the city,
the buildings of the old Central Hindu
College in which it was originally housed

are still used by some of the university
teaching departments. '

The five Panchama Free Schools estab-
lished by Colonel Olcott during the period
1894 to 1906 are other examples. These
institutions proved to the municipal
authorities the value of schools for out-
castes, established high standards for such
schools, and the local government gradual-
ly assumed financial responsibility, agree-
ing to follow ‘the educational principles
upon which they were built. Of the five,
only the Olcott Theosophical School, im-
mediately adjacent to Adyar, remains
under the direction and control of The
Society, and it stands as a memorial to
our first President.

With such a background of fundamenta]
pioneer work in education, it is not sur-
prising that our present President, Dr,
Arundale, should follow the example of
his predecessors and at a time when Indja
again needs such a lead, should establish
the Besant Theosophical School at Adyar
in memory of her whose greatest joy was
to serve India.

To be in this country today is to be a
witness to the birth of a new nation, but
it is also to realize that the greatest hin.
derance to the consummation of that new
nation is the dearth of right leadership in
every field of endeavour; for until her
own sons and daughters assume that leader.
ship, India will fail to achieve her des-
tiny. It is this service which the Besant
Theosophical School seeks to render, to
send out into Indian life young men and
women trained to love and to appreciate
their Motherland and to lead her along
those paths which will enable her to again
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make an imprint on the thought and
culture of the world.

To this end, every student in the school
is treated as an individual whose self-
expression must be given all possible scope,
while those indicating special talent are
given every opportunity for greater devel-
opment in their preparation for future
wise and intelligent citizenship.

A ten-minute walk from the Head-
guarters buildings will bring you to
Damodar Gardens and the buff-and-blue
administration building of the Besant
Theosophical School. At the present
moment, however, the centre of major
interest in this building is not the office of
the new headmaster, Mr. Felix Layton,
nor the science laboratory, nor the library ;
rather do all paths converge on the new
pencil-sharpener fastened to a table near
the door of the business office where a line
of children is always waiting, from five-
year-old Srinivasan with his tongue stuck
in the space once occupied by a front
tooth and his little pigtail waving vigorously
in the air as he struggles with the com-
plications of this innovation, to the
older children who through frequent sharp-
enings have doubled the sale of pencils
at the school stores. It is hoped that as
the novelty wears off, and each child
masters this bit of modern efficiency, the
line will decrease and pencil sales will
assume normal proportions.

In the meantime let us wander leisurely
and unnoticed past the pencil-sharpener
to the wide veranda and into the garden,
which even in the dry season is bright
with grass, flowers and plants; past the
shining copper drinking-water vessel, to
linger under the many old shade trees,
the banyan, the neem, the mango, which
lend the atmosphere of a college campus,
for nowhere are trees more beautiful or
more dignified than in India. Each of
the nine cement-floored, lattice-walled and
thatched-roofed classroom cottages, though

AucusT

built some distance apart, is within the
shade of at least one of these trees, and
here in fine weather classes are often
held, the children grouped on the ground
around the teacher, their low folding desks
arranged in a semi-circle around the tree.
Elsewhere older children in groups or
singly are preparing lessons, undisturbed
by the noisy and inquisitive crows.

To and fro, apparently at will, the
students move about from cottage to
cottage with a quiet and easy informality
which characterizes the whole school,
making a beautiful picture to one whose
eyes still respond with delight to the
colourful saris and bright skirts and blouses
worn by the girls in contrast with the white
of the boys' garments. This naturalness
and ease of manner are perhaps due to
the fact that no punishment of any kind is
allowed in the school, resulting in a frank-
ness and friendliness easily distinguishable.

The four residential cottages for boys,
similar in construction to the classrooms,
and the white pucca cottages for the
faculty members, complete the buildings
within the campus proper, but across the
road, in Besant Gardens, is a second per-
manent house for the residential girls and
small children, where the activities of
the Girls’ Club are centred, while nearby
are the school kitchen and adjoining dining-
shed, the cottage of the International Aca-
demy of Arts, and in the distance the play-
ing and athletic fields. All cottages are
owned and were built by the school—tem-
porary structures as described above—with
the exception of four bungalows in which
are housed the administration building
and the girls’ hostel, which, together with
all the land, is rented from The Theo-
sophical Society.

The day begins at 7.15 when the 25
teachers, some of whom serve without
salary and others who give only part-time
service, meet with the 200 students for
general assembly and morning prayers.
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Probably 70 of this number are resident
in the school, the others collected each
morning and returned in the evening by the
school bus are from the city of Madras and
suburbs. Resident children are mainly from
south India, this years’ enrolment includ-
ing four students from Ceylon. Although
there are no caste, religious or racial re-
strictions, the majority of the children are
Hindu with a minority representation of
Muhammadans, Christians, Buddhists and
Theosophists.

Early in the day the school doctor comes
riding up on his bicycle, a stethoscope
around his neck, to be met by those
students who show skin infections or slight
illness. While parents must remove seri-
ously ill children, all ordinary cases are
cared for in the sick-room or isolation ward
by a qualified matron under the instruc-
tions of the doctor. However, the health
examinations required upon enrolment, and
the careful daily inspections for minor ail-
ments, largely prevent the development of
a serious illness.

Little four- and six-year-olds, are meta-
phorically speaking, bursting the walls of
the Montessori classrooms and straining to
capacity all equipment, for the prospect of
Mme. Montessori’s visit and her personal
supervision of these classes for demonstra-
tion purposes, has already greatly increased
the enrolment with probable further in-
creases on her arrival in the autumn. A
new Montessori cottage to house the over-
How seems to be an urgent requirement.

The first glance, on entering the Art
cottage, yields up a row of colourful and
interesting murals which decorate the three-
foot cement wainscot beneath the open-
lattice walls. Murals representing Indian
jife, scenic murals, flower murals, all paint-
ed by children of different ages with water-
colour paints mixed from dry powder paint
in the little earthenware pots sitting in a
row against the wall. All children are re-

quired to take art, but those showing un-

usual talent are placed in special classes
and given individval work by the teacher.

Through the co-operation of the Inter-
national Academy of Arts, under the direc-
tion of Srimati Rukmini Devi, the school
is able to offer further instructions in
dancing, music, art, dramatics and stage-
craft, to particularly talented children.

Recently two new cottages have been
erected, one for the senior boys’ dormitory,
and the other a handwork or manual
training cottage where boys are learning
to make attractive and useful articles
like letter-boxes, book-shelves and paper-
weights with simple band tools, for no
machinery is available, or indeed desirable,
since here again the ideal is to train the
child to work with what is available in the
ordinary home life.

A visit to the library is a joy, and at al}
leisure hours boys and girls will be found
sitting on the floor with backs to the wall,
poring over some of the 1800 books and
magazines which fill the shelves of thig
year-old library. The reading table with
its daily newspapers and current periodicalg
in Tamil, Telugu and English has proven
popular among both teachers and students.
Perhaps the greatest need of the school
library is a larger selection of books in
Tamil and Telugu, for the majority of
students are not yet able to make easy
and inteiligent use of English books. Only
through his own literature can the child
really find a deep appreciation of Indian cyl-
ture, and to foster that appreciation which
will eventuate in service to his country the
school sends a call to Indian friends for
help in building these sections of the library,
particularly with books for the “ middle
school.”  Another aspiration beginning to
be realized is a complete collection of Dr,
Besant’s works, that through her written
wokd the students may come to know some-
thing of her in whose name the school exists,

When classes are over for the day every
child is expected, as a health-building
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measure, to participate in games or
athletics. The school excels in athletics
in many ways, and last year won the
District Inter-School Hockey Champion-
ship. Interesting and educative week-end
tours are planned for resident students, to
the beach, to the harbour, to points of
interest in Madras, and every year an
educational tour is arranged for older stu-
dents through southern or northern India,
and on one occasion up to the Himalayas,
all under the direction of capable and
travelled teachers. Boy Scout and Girls’
Club activities play an important part in
the school life, these often cantributing to
radio programmes of the All-India Radio
station at Madras.

The schaol has some scholarships and
desires more to take care of the many
requests for entrance from children unable
to pay a fee. Approximately Rs. 300 a
year will provide clothing, books, school-

fees and board and lodging. The Govern-
ment gives a grant to the school, but this
is not adequate.

Perbaps parents are best able to judge
the unique value of a school, and it speaks
well for the Besant Theosophical School
when parents who are themselves officials
in the Educational Department of the
Government send their children here for
education. Students of earlier Theosoph-
ical schools now send their children to the
Besant School, and many have been in-
fluenced in their choice by the reputation
for good work enjoyed by all Theosophical
Schools, past and present.

The school is dedicated to the spirit
and built on the ideals of Annie Besant,
whose message it strives to fulfil :

“I have worked long to help the young
to be happy and unafraid. Let that work
go on, and let the young learn to know of
me and of my love for them.”
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EOSOPHICAL WORKE

A REMEMBRANCE

R. BESANT talked to me some
time ago about the work in her
stern and compelling way. She said, to
the best of my understanding, that there
were two great pieces of work to be done:
First, to help to save the world for
civilization and to try to stem the tide
of barbarism ;

Secondly, to give all possible strength
of purpose to The Theosophical Society
through a very deep understanding of
Theosophy, through an understanding,
so to speak, of the Theosophy of the
Will rather than of the Theosophy of
the mind or of the emotions.

She said what a heavy burden these
two pieces of work inevitably, must be,

o
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'ork Matters More!

By The Editor

how there are so few with the necessary
breadth of vision, strength of will, and
loyalty and impersonality, to help to
shoulder this burden. Throughout the
whole of The Society, she said, there
were so few with insight, and with a
realization of what is so fundamentally
a fact, however little people may realize
it : That The Theosophical Society is
the Masters’ weapon, or one of the
weapons of the Masters, in this great
fight, and that all who believe in the
Masters have to learn to wield it for
Them. Theosophy and The Society
were given in 1875 in anticipation of
the great crises through which we have
passed, in anticipation of the various
national and international crises of
the War of 1914-1918, and of the
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tremendous conflict at the present time
between civilization and barbarism, bar-
barism as represented by the totalitarian
States in Europe, not as to their peoples
but as to their governments, and civiliza-
tion weakly represented by the democratic
States.

President Roosevelt is one of her
great hopes, for he has intuitive power
and breadth of vision, even though the
American people, as a whole, seem to
have far narrower circumferences of living
than they should have in view of the
greatness of the times out of which they
have come. She has been trying in
every way to strengthen Mr. Roosevelt
and to help him to feel that he must
incline the American people to stand
strongly for the democratic spirit through-
out the world. He has to risk the dis-
approval of the ignorant and of those who
are animated by the spirit of hatred and
jealousy, and of desire for power. Even
if he fails and falls but never abandons
the great Cause, he may still render a
priceless service to the American people
and to the world.

As she has been looking at the situation,
she seems to feel a little anxiety about
America.

She has always felt very strongly the
importance of trying to make Britain
understand her duty to India and of making
a great gesture, which she can make if
only she is given the freedom to make it
by those who intrench themselves in posi-
tions of power and authority., On looking
back upon her own life she saw that while
she had in her waking consciousness down
here the hope that she might achieve a
great triumph, on the other hand she sees
that she could hardly have expected to
do more than sound through India that
Rhythm of Freedom, the end of which
must ever be a great trinmph. We must
carry that rhythm on its way even though

‘great end will not be for us to see in

SEPTEMBER

our present incarpation. We must speak
to Britain without fear or favour, and tell
the great Truth. We must speak without
fear or favour to India and tell the great
Truth.

And interestingly enough, I could see
how, when she utters that word TRUTH,
with capital letters, as it were, throughout,
though, of course, not to be seen, how the
very physical body of her adjusts itself in
a tremendously noble way to TRUTH,
making her vibrantly majestic. I immedi-
ately think of the statue of Liberty in New
York. [ think how marvellous it would
be if one of the greatest servants of TRUTH
the world has ever known could be em-
bodied as a great statue of TRUTH. How
I wish in looking at her that there could
be such a statue at Adyar, at that Adyar
that should be the home of TRUTH.
I can see that statue in my mind’s eve
and in my will's eye no less. Its splendid
proportions, its irresistibleness, its supernal
majesty, its pilercing penetration. I can
see that no one could be otherwise than
truthful in front of such a statue, and that
all truthlessness would depart. I can
see that statue as a magnificent embodi-
ment of the Law of Adjustment to Reality,
so thatit becomes a veritable shrine before
which each individual worshipper may
stand and be purified. :

I can see how this great conception of
TRUTH in physical human form, or per-
haps superhuman form, might form a tre-
mendous Centre of Magnetism for the
purification of the world.

She talked about the need for an ever-
growing gracious yet uncompromising
attitude in all things, and perhaps it was
her intention to set up the idea of this
statue of TRUTH as a kind of measuring-
rod, as a kind of magnet whereby the
Real might be distinguished from the un-
real and whereby TRUTH might be drawn,
as it were, into a great Centre and radiated
therefrom.

ADYAR NEWS AND NOTES

MEDITATION FOR THE COMRADE-
SHIP OF PEOPLES

T Huizen in 1938, during the critical
4 September days, a group of people
established a kind of retreat for the pur-
pose of doing all in their power-—through
will, thought and aspiration—to avert the
war that seemed so menacing. .
Now, in 1939, the menace of war is even
greater, and a group of residents at Adyar
is reserving between 7.30 p.m. and 8.30 p.m.

(Indian Standard Time), not necessarily’

the whole time, for a similar intent ina
similar way, grouping the countries which
seem to be most concerned, so that they
may be covered within the period of one
week. Central and South America and
certain other countries have been omitted,
as less immediately involved.

There is no actual gathering. [Each
resident makes his invocation from where
he happens to be, and, within the hour, at
the time and for as long as suits him.
Each resident, too, uses his own “tech-
nique,” but the idea is to link Adyar, asa
reservoir of brotherly strength by its very
nature as the International Headquarters
of The Theosophical Society, with the
countries chosen to be the subject of the
meditation, so that the blessings of the
Universal Brotherhood may flow into and
fructify each country to its greater peace
and happiness.

For the sake of more impersonal re-
ceptivity and channelship the following
offering is made before beginning the
meditation on each country :

I offer my will to the One Wrill.
I offer my life to the One Life.
I offer my self to the One Self.

(* My will " is my eternal purpose.

“ My life” is my evolutionary way.

“ My self " is my present incarnation
on that way.)

At the close of the meditation the follow-
ing invocation is made :

O POWERS OF LOVE

We pledge to You our faithfulness,
knowing that only Love can redeem the
world. v

We invoke Your Blessing upon all who
strive to serve You.

We invoke Your Blessing upon all who
are enduring cruelty, that they may dis-
cover their enfoldment in Your Love even
in their misery.

We invoke Your Blessing upon all who
are inflicting cruelty, that they may be
moved to return to You and serve You.

It is hoped that there may be many
members in every Section who will fee]
disposed to co-operate with this group at
Adyar by taking a short meditation during
the corresponding time in their respective
countries. They might think of Adyar as
the International Headquarters of one of
the greatest movements for Universal
Brotherhood at work in the world, and,
secking to receive its brotherly power, re-
lay this among the countries of the day.
They, too, might make the offering and
conclude with the invocation, as given
above.

It should be repeated that the meditation
itself may be of any duration-—a flash or a
number of minutes. It is the impersonal
intensity that matters. And this intensity
of will in no way implies a tenseness of
body or any set posture. Relaxation ig
the key-note of this type of meditation,
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We should make our channels from
Adyar to the peoples of every country
rather than to their governments, and we
should be entirely impersonal in making
this channel.

Would those who are undertaking this
meditation communicate their names to
The Publicity Officer, The Theosophical
Society, Adyar, stating whether they will
endeavour to follow the whole week’s
schedule, or will only join in when certain
specific countries are undertaken ?

(The times given below corvespond to Adyar
at 7.30 p.m.)

SUNDAY:
India, Burma, China, Egypt
7.30 p.m. 8.30. p.m. 10 p.m. 4 p.m.
MONDAY :
The British Commonwealth of Nations:
Britain, Canada,
2 p.m. Vancouver 6. a.m. to Newfoundland
10.30. a.m.
South Africa, Australia,
4. p.m. Perth 10 p.m. to Sydney 12
midnight
New Zealand
1.30 a.m.

' France and the United States of
America :

France, United States of America
2 p.m. Pacific Coast 6 a.m. to Atlantic
Coast 9 a.m.
TUESDAY :
Russia, ' Poland
Leningrad 4 p.m. to Pacific Coast 12 4 p.m.
midnight
WEDNESDAY :
Balkan States and Central Europe :
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary,
3 p.m. 3 p.m. 3pm.
Roumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria,
4 p.m. 3 p.m. 4 p.m.
Greece, Turkey
4 p.m. 4pm.
THURSDAY :
Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, Portugal,
2.20p.m. 2pm. 3 p.m. 2pm.

SEPTEMBER
FRIDAY ;
Germany, Italy, Spain, Japan
3 p.m. 3 pm. 2 p.m. 11 p.m.
SATURDAY :

Scandinavia and the Baltic States :
Iceland, Denmark, Norway,
1pm. : 3 p.m, 3 p.m.
Sweden, Finland,

3 p.m. 3 p.m.

Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania

3 p.m. 3 p-m. 3 p.m.

(Daylight-saving or ‘' Summer-time '’ is not
taken into consideration.)

July 24 —G. S. A.

AUGUST 2 AND 11-12

The two Founders of The Theosophical
Society were both born in the month of
August, H.S.0. on the 2nd (1832), and
H.P.B. on the 11th or 12th (1831). These
anniversaries were remembered in Adyar
with The Society’s flag flying from the roof
of Headquarters Building on August 2.

The following tributes to the Colonel
and H.P.B. are reproduced from old num-
bers of The Theosophist.

THE COLONEL

A merry man—they tell —whose Jove-
like beard,

True to conceit, mask'd to the very end

A jovial youth-in-age; high Wisdom’s

friend,

Even as old friends should be—by use
endear'd,

Familiar, warm and hearty; one that
fear'd

But to be fear'd; whose lavish heart
would lend

Its gold unask’d for weaker hearts to
spend,

Nor interest seek, save that they should
be cheer'd.

A merry man—why not? True Wis-
dom’s wage
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Is counted not in coinage of sad looks :

She hath another reckoning for her
books,

And pays in gladness.-~He is on her
roll

As one that blithely bore to green old
age

Burdens that would have crush’d a

sadder soul.
—E. A. WODEHOUSE

AND H.P.B.

I may add—I who owe to H.P.B.
undying gratitude—that generation after
generation shall rise up and call her
blessed, who faced all the dragons of the
pit that, through her great pain, the world
might be helped, and the New Era might

be born.
—ANNIE BESANT

THE GREATEST BOOK

The book for the month of August, as
announced by the T.P.H., was The Bhaga-
vad Gita (or the Lord’s Song) in a new
and improved edition—improved as to
form only, of course, of printing and get-
up. The translation by Aannie Besant
will always remain uptodate, About the
book itself, Dr. Arundale recently wrote
for Kalyan, an Indian journal, as follows
under © The Song of the Lord of Lords."”

THE SONG OF THE LORD OF LORDS

How can I write about the greatest book
in the world ? There are, of course, other
very great Scriptures. But The Bhaga-
vad G1td@ is veritably the Song of the Lord
of Lords. '

To whatever religion an individual may
belong, he cannot but find the deepest
inspiration in a Scripture which some may
call “ Hindu,” but which surely the enlight-
ened will deem to be beyond all religious

forms.
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The Bhagavad Gita conveys the voice
of the Supreme Lord, who speaks of the
perfect union between man and his Divin-
ity, and of the eternal Way of Action
which is a glorious path between man
asleep and man unfolded to his perfection.

The use of Samskrt, the “language of
the Gods,” naturally makes the Scripture
more precious still, for not only have we
the perfect exhortation, but also the perfect
sounds through which the exhortation is
conveyed to us. There is not a syllable,
not a word, not a sentence which is not
in itself a veritable music. Even to read
or to recite The Bhagavad Gita@ is an Act
of Yoga, the more so if it be read or recited
by those who know how.

Thus, whether we look at the Scripture
from the standpoint of its form or of its
life, it directly reflects to us the sunshine
of Divinity. Can I say more to express
my reverent homage before a voice which
unveils within a small compass the infinite
splendours of our Glory ?

—G. S. A,

“ CONSCIENCE “—SIX MONTHS OLD !

In the last month of its half-year’s ex-
istence Conscience has been strengthened
by more than 100 new subscriptions and
now totals 442 subscribers, representing
every continent. None of these subscrip-
tions are cpmplimentary, though 15 are
exchanges with other humanitarian maga-
zines, and a number of them are subscrip-
tions to University Libraries, paid for by
members. India leads off with 174 sub.-
scribers, England follows with 52, U.S.A.
with 46, Holland 33, Australia 28, and
down as low as one in some countries.

However, far too few of these subscrib-
ers are non-Theosophists. = Conscience
should be in the hands of the general public
to a much greater extent, for it is designed
to arouse thinking along lines in keeping
with Theosophical principles, but in no way
sectarian or even national in its outlook.
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Many Theosophists have long wished for
some journal to do just the work that
Conscience is doing. Here is your opportun-
ity to act. If you are a subscriber, when
you have finished reading your copy mail
it to some non-Theosophist in your com-
munity whom you know to be interested
in subjects dealt with in that issue. Mail
the next copy to another non-Theosophist.
Or you may want to subscribe to several
copies to be used in this way. Conscience
is spreading, but its influence must be felt
outside as well as inside the Theosophical
family.

One hundred and fifty World Consciences
have been recorded, each having sent his
enrolment card to Adyar, subscribing to
the points set forth by Dr. Arundale in an
early issue of Conscience.

PRINTER'S ERRORS 60 YEARS AGO

An editorial note in The Theosophist
for March 1879 runs as follows :

“ Qeveral most ludicrous printer’s mis-
takes have occurred lately within our ex-
perience. The Deccan Star, noticing a
book written by the conductor of this
magazine, calls it ‘fces Unveiled. In
printing last month the Viceroy’s letter to
us, the compositor made Mr. Batten say
he had submitted three of our members,
instead of numbers, to His Excellency.
And instead of allowing one of our meta-
physical contributors to write about devel.
oping the inner or spiritual Ego, com-
pelled the unhappy man to appear anxious
to develop the spiritual eggs. Finally, the
sober Oriental Miscellany of Calcutta, for
February, comes prating to us about the
true spiritual philosopher uniting himself to
the Scul of the Universe! If anything more
clearly justifying compositorcide than these
can be shown, let us know it by all means.

“ pnother error, not at all ludicrous but
very annoying, was the conversion of the
Hon. George H. M. Batten's official title
from personal Assistant into personal At-
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tendant of His Excellency the Viceroy.

We trust that the stupid blunder may be
excused.”

YOUTH LODGE

Mr. Vaidyanathan, the new Secretary of
the Vasanta Youth Lodge at Adyar, writes
that at their annual meeting Miss Saras-
vathi Buch was elected president for the
ensuing year. The president and other
newly elected officers sent a letter of greet-
ing to Dr. and Mrs. Arundale who are on
tour. The evening closed with light
refreshments. The Vasanta Youth Lodge
is fortunate among other things in having
for its meetings the Youth Headquarters—
a nice little building in a fine setting of
beautiful Adyar.

MONTESSORI COURSE AT ADYAR

Enrolment in the first Indian Training
Course in Education to be held at Adyar
from October 1939 to January 1940 by
Mme. Montessori, has already reached the
maximum number and the enrolment will
be closed on August 15th instead of
September 30th as previously announced.
Many of the intending students are
teachers in active service who must obtain
leave of absence from their posts to take
this work. Some are being officially sent
by their institutions.

THE PRESIDENT'S TOUR

Dr. Arundale and Rukmini Devi and
party left Adyar on August 3 on a 2-weeks’
tour in South India. They visited Tri-
vandrum and Tinnevelly, spending very
busy days. At Trivandrum, the capital of
the Indian State of Travancore, Rukmini
Devi gave two dance recitals under the
patronage of the Maharaja which were
much appreciated. A Theosophical Con-
ference was held which included & public
lecture on ‘ Theosophy and The Theo-
sophical Society "' by Dr. Arundale. The
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President also gave an address on Edu-
cation under the auspices of the University
of Travancore. And he received addresses
of welcome from the Theosophists and the
Boy Scouts at Trivandrum. At Tinnevelly,
Rukmini Devi gave a lecture on Art, and
another dance recital; a Theosophical
Lodge was resuscitated, and a number of
meetings were held, Dr. Arundale giving
three addresses on one day.

How happy the Theosophists of these
places were to receive this visit may be
seen from the following paragraph taken
from one of the welcome addresses :

“ For ourselves, your visit is of thrice-
blessed augury. The Ananta Lodge
[Trivandrum), which was opened by the
President-Founder Colonel H. S. Olcott,
is one of the oldest Lodges in India.
Through the 56 years of its history it has
kept the flag of the Ancient Wisdom
flying, sometimes laboriously and painfully,
and sometimes with the greater vigour of
a strong and pulsating life. Great mes-
sengers have come to us from the outer
world from time to time rekindling our
energies and our enthusiasm, stimulating
us to our task, and enabling us to be better
channels through which the waters of Life
may flow to our brethren. Your visit is
one such. The week of your stay amongst
us will be most memorable to us ; and we
hope to go forth after it to our tasks,
keener of vision and deeper of understand-
ing, better instruments in the hands of
Those whom we seek to serve.”

The whole party returned on August 16,
Adyar giving them a warm welcome home.
The President said he was most happy to
be home again.

THANKS FROM THE ADYAR LIBRARY
{ Western Section)

This month of August our Western
Section of the Adyar Library has been
very generously treated by friends, and
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in sending them ogur hearty thanks I ven-
ture to express the hope that the example
thus set may be followed by others, so
that I may have to ask the Editor to give
me space more frequently to express my
gratitude in the future. The books sent
include : '

The Sacred Books of the East, three
volumes, presented by Mr. D, W. M. Burn,
New Zealand, to replace ours which are
wearing out, and the donor promises us
more!

Poems, by E. B. Browning, presented
by Miss Amery, Adyar—frequently asked
for and hitherto not on our shelves.

A Finnish-English  and English-
Finnish Dictionary, presented by The
Theosophical Society in Finland. (We
should appreciate it very much if other
Sections could follow this excellent ex-
ample.)

Three Monographs on the Maori Relig-
ion, Myths, etc., presented by Miss W,
Miller, Auckland, New Zealand—these
are now out of print and very valuable.

A Dictionary of Chinese-Buddhist
Terms, by W. E. Soothill and L. Hodus,
presented by Mr. A. F. Knudsen, Shanghaj
—in response to our request printed in
the April-May WORKER.

A complete set of Ruskin's Works
from Dr. J. W. Bean, Brisbane~brought’
by Mr. Davidge on his return from Aus.
tralia. Hitherto we have had only a
limited number of Ruskin’'s books.

Lives of the Fathers, by William Cave
published in 1683-—also brought by Mrt
Davidge as presented by the Brisbane
Lodge, Australia.

Eight recent publications on Art, Philg.
sophy, etc., presented by The Theosophical
Society in Yugoslavia.

Days of Our Years (1903-1938), by
Pierre van Passen, presented by Mr. angd
Mrs. Arthur Chase, Adyar.

—GERTRUDE WATKIN,

Librarian
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MR. JINARAJADASA

CORRESPONDENT writes that

“the North-east Federation met at
Pumpkin Hollow Camp on July 2 to 4.
Mr. Jinardjadasa was there and gave us
some exquisitely beautiful talks in a grove
of young maples. The group numbered
about 75, and every one felt the immediate
Nature environment become alive with
fresh harmony and meaning. We had a
delightful time, after a programme of inter-
pretative dancing, discussing new art forms
and developments in this country with
Mr. Jinarajadasa taking the lead. It was
a beautiful day in weather and every other
respect—one of those days when every-
thing seems to go perfectly, and after
supper we had another wonderfully in-
spiring talk from C. ]. in the grove, just at
sunset.”

On his tour of Lodges and Federations
in the United States Mr. Jinarzjadasa will
be accompanied by Miss Marie Poutz of
Krotona, and Miss Ann Kerr, of the Head-
quarters staff at Olcott, who will assist
him in his various appointments and
arrangements and with his correspondence.

ENGLAND

At a meeting of the Federations Sub-
committee held during the Annual Con-
vention, there was a lively discussion of
matters particularly interesting to Federa-
tions and Lodges. During the course of
the meeting it became evident that many
Lodges need a careful revision of their
study work, and among others the following
suggestions were put forward :

2

[. That an elementary course be held
as a preliminary to the lecture each week;

2. That where possible an elementary
study class and an advanced study .class
might be held at the same time in different
rooms or in different sections ofalarge room;

3. That where a weekly study meeting
1s held, alternate weeks might be given to
the enquirer and to the older student, using
the Introductory Study Course for the en-
quirer and the Campaign material or other
suitable subjects for the older members.

It was also suggested that to arouse
interest Federation meetings should be
held in different towns in the Federation,
10 matter how small these might be, and
that a public outside hall be engaged for
the evening lecture as a special propaganda
effort in that town. Federation delegates
would help swell the audience and would
strengthen the work during that particular
week-end. It was also suggested that
Lodges might meet together for the pur-
pose of discussing the Next Step Campaign
material, and a special lecture or a sympo-
sium with each Lodge represented might
be arranged where Lodges are near enough
together.

The Headquarters Library in London
issues an excellent series of special reading
lists on Theosophy, Christian Religion,
Non-Christian Religions, Psychology,
Science, Yoga, Meditation, and Health and
Healing. New lists on Sociology and
Statecraft are in preparation.

At the Southport Convention of Relig-
ions, held August 20 to 27th, The Theo-
sophical Society in England was repre-
sented by Dr. W. Stede whose subject was
“Theosophy Meets East and West.”

24
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CHIEF BROTHER, T.O.S.

Mr. Robert R. Logan, until recently
Chief Brother of the T.0.S.in America,
has been appointed by Dr. Arundale as an
International Counsellor of the Order.
Capt. George N. Ragan of Ojai, California,
succeeds Mr. Logan as Chief Brother.

US.A.

The recent quarterly issue of the M others’
Bulletin, official organ of the Mothers’
Advisory Group, is a Pre-Natal Num-
ber, containing much valuable material
from Theosophical sources for expectant
mothers. This number is supplementary
to the previous bulletin on Preparation
for Marriage.

The Middle Atlantic Federation devel-
oped a plan whereby each of the seven
Federation Lodges prepares the material
for one issue of the Federation bulletin
during the year. Such a plan should not
only provide a more interesting bulletin
but should also create a greater Lodge

_interest in its success.

The General Secretary, in co-operating
with Dr. Arundale’s plan, bhas asked each
Lodge to appoint a Liaison Officer who
would not only be the link with Adyar but
would also serve Olcott in the same capa-
city, drawing all Lodges into closer touch
with the National Headquarterss. He has
asked that duplicates of reports to Adyar
also be sent to Olcott, and suggests that
a scrapbook developed at Olcott, similar
to the one being prepared at Adyar, would
be useful.

The Texas Federation bas recently
developed a Federation Library to be
used for circulation among membets and
inquirers throughout the State who are
not in contact with a Lodge Library. The
usnal method for such libraries is that the
borrower pays postage, one or both ways,
and must stand ready to replace all losses.

Much good propaganda work can be done
by making books available to those who
are becoming interested in Theosophy but
have no other access to Theosophical
literature.

ALBERT P. WARRINGTON
(A tribute to a valiant man)

Gentleness, courtesy, graciousness, loyalty,
These were the qualities born of his race,
Subtly impressing the signet of royalty,
“Noblesse Oblige,” on the strength of
his face;
Fearlessly firm in devotion and reverence,
Truathfully based ou a knowledge secure,
Won for him now is the blissful benev.
olence
Given the valiant who stand and endure.

—ANNIE C. McQUEEN

* (A colleague who co-operated loyallv
for 30 years with Mr. Warrington)

ESSENTIALS IN ORGANIZING
YOUTH GROUPS

John Toren gives these in the June
“ Asmerican Theosophist™ :

1. At least one or two young people
who are members of the Lodge, and who
are prepared definitely to devate one night
a week to the group.

2. Co-operation from the Lodge, by
having one young person, at least, repre-
sented among the Lodge officers.

3. Youth groups should be accepted as
part of the Lodge activity, and should be
encouraged to participate in the affairs
of the Lodge, by way of socials, plays,
dinners.

4. Lodge public programmes should be
arranged ta have a youth speaker either
once a month or every six weeks; or if
that is pot possible, one lecture in the
same period should be designed to appeal
to youth.
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5. Youth groups must be allowed com-
plete freedom to study and discuss what-
ever they please.

6. Youth groups should be encouraged
to undertake the T.0.S. activity.

7. Weekly meetings essential ; mornthly
social meeting advisable ; Theosophical
view of world events fundamental.

AUSTRALIA

As a subject for discussion at the Lodge
meeting the following questions were
offered by the president of Brisbane Lodge:
Which Theosophical teachings are part of
your own knowledge, and which—if any—
are to be taken on authority ? When does
reliance on authority cease ? A discussion
of this type should prove very stimulating
and fruitful.

The Brisbane T.0.S. (Australia) has
been given a seat on the Council of the
Bush Nursing Association, an honour for
both organizations.

BELGIUM

An annual report sparkling with friendli-
ness, enthusiasm and good work accom-
plished has been received from the General
Secretary of Belgium, proof that annual
reports need not be condemned to a dull
recital of activities or statistics. The
courage and determination of the Belgian
Section pulses dynamically through every
page, even with the report of 48 members
lost during the year, due to the fact that
all “dead weight” is being cleared from
the rolls. ““We desire a Theosophical
Society that is alive, composed of mem-
bers who are active, and we prefer to
infuse new blood into The Society rather
than to let ourselves be dragged down by
members who are no longer interested in
our ideas.” It is this positive tone of
progress which characterizes the work in
Belgium, and which will probably help
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them to realize many of their “dearest
wishes " for the coming year, among them
the increase of membership from 351 to
400 before the next Convention.

One new Branch for Flemish members,
a new T. S. building in Li2ge, a reorgan-
ized Library, an enlarged Section Journal,
23 new members, splendid lectures regu-
larly delivered, an active Youth Group, an
active Order of Service, artistic entertain-
ments, weekly teas in honour of the
lecturers, a systematic weekly course in
Theosophy, these are some of the many
activities and accomplishments listed in
the report.

Of special interest were the inter-Branch
monthly meetings held in Brussels when
news from Adyar, from the President, and
from other Sections was reported, followed
by animated and froitful debates during
which at the request of the General Secre-
tary several constructive criticisms were
stated. A monthly letter was also sent to
all isolated provincial members and to all
who, through sickness, etc., were unable
to attend meetings. Replies to these were
numerous and gratitude increasingly ex-
pressed as personal correspondence con-
tinued, some asking for moral help, others
simply expressing their thoughts. Then
there was added to the circular letter,
articles by Dr. Arundale. These Letters
and articles were also sent to the Branch
presidents in the provinces, translated into
Flemish for the outlying members in
Flanders. “ We are sure that these letters
have created a friendly contact between
the General Secretary and the Branches
and members in the provinces. Their
isolation in far-off corners of the country
has been less felt and it is certain that the
Theosophical cutrent has thereby circulated
in the whole Section.”

As another means of strengthening
mutual ties of friendship and goodwill the
General Secretary throughout the year held
a reception on Saturday afternoon from
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4 to 6 o’clock at Headquarters for members
and non-members desiring an interview.
These receptions, at which tea was served,
were much appreciated and often were
prolonged until § p.m.

Dr. Arundale’s Open Letters have been
translated in extenso into Flemish and
French and sent without exception toall
members. The newly organized Flemish
Branch has undertaken the task of getting
into contact with the Flemish elements in
Brussels, thereby interesting in Theosophy
a part of the public which the Section
has not as yet been able to reach. The
cnlminating point of the year was a recep-
tion given jointly by the three Branches
in Antwerp to members of the Dutch Sec-
tion. Eighty-four members from the differ-
ent provinces in Holland attended and the
occasion was such a success that the Dutch
Section intends to invite its brothers and
sisters from Belgium during the second
half of the year to one of its frontier cities.

The General Secretary writes of one of
her members:  Entirely deaf, she makes
me think of what the President said of
¢ unknown members' in his Presidential
Address. 1 would like to have a number of
members like her in The Theosophical
Society and I am certain that at Adyar

- where are the graven stone and the most

beautiful flowers of the whole estate, an
especially beautiful bud must open for
this silent worker whose devotion to the
cause, whose unshakable fidelity, whose un-
spoken generosity, are an example for all
of us.”

““It is a magnificent thing to be a General
Secretary. The work is a succession of
rewards and the members are, before
everything, so desirous of collaborating, of
helping the General Secretary, of showing
her their affection that she is constantly
upheld by this spirit of co-operation.

“The New Year is before us. May it
enlarge daily the circle of our members
and increase still more the affection which
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unites us. May it cause to flame in us 3
desire to work more and more intensely, .
and keep us always ready to accomplish
our duty as Theosophists. Because the
times are hard, our responsibility increases.
But that, and we must not forget it, is our
greatest privilege.”

CANADA

Word comes from Krishna Lodge, Cal-
gary, that anyone desiring to correspond
with young people in Canada should write
to Mrs. M. L. Todd, Vulcan P. O., Alberta,
Canada, who is in charge of International
Correspondence.

HOLLAND

Upon reading the account of the Good-
will Day observances at Adyar, the Presi-
dent of Hermes Lodge, Vlissingen, Hoj-
land writes: ‘° On May 18th an address
was broadcast before the A.V.R.Q. mi.
crophone to all children, so that Holland
has also contributed to spreading this very
beautiful idea of Goodwill.”

NEW ZEALAND

Miss Hunt writes :

Since my return from Adyar I have been
working in the H.P.B. Lodge in Auckland
giving talks to members as well as Public
Lectures. A new experience has been some
Broadcast interviews when I answered
questions on Indian Culture and Indian
Womanhood. I leave early in September
to tour the N. Z. Lodges; my main object-
ive is to meet members and to share with
them the benefits of my visit to the Inter.
national Headquarters, and so strengthen
the link with Adyar and with our President,
Dr. Arundale.

Young Theosophists. One of the most
encouraging features of the work of oyr
Society is the activity of the younger
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generation of Theosophists who are work-
. ing in the Lodges in complete harmony
and friendliness with the older members.
This is particularly so in the H.P.B.
Lodge in Auckland where they figure in
all the branches of the work, supporting
The Society and its kindred movements.
They show initiative and accept responsi-
bility. Their monthly magazine, The Torch,
makes interesting reading; one feels that
the young Theosophists are giving a lead,
have their attention upon world affairs,
and appreciate the contribution Theosophy
has to make. The magazine has a very
able editor in Milton Thornton who might
easily make a future editor for Theosophy
in New Zealand when the funds of The
Society allow of its expansion.

Peace Movement. One of the latest
activities of the group of young Theos-
ophists in Auckland is the organization of a
weekly Peace gathering for meditation and
leadership. They have associated the fol-
lowing Societies with them in this work :
Quakers, Women’s Crusade for Peace,
Bahai, Spiritualists, Quest Club, Higher
Thought Centre and the Rosicrucians. The
average weekly attendance is 40 and the
gatherings are held in the Theosophical
Hall; each Society takes its turn in
leading the meeting which takes the form
of ten-minutes’ meditation and a short
address.

Vasanta Garden School. It makes us
very happy to see our School growing in
numbers and to observe the increased re-
spect with which it is regarded by outside
people interested in education. Its outlook
has never been brighter than at the present
moment, and there is evidence of the need
for expansion if the right teachers can be
found and funds provided. The School has
now 64 pupils and owes its success very
largely to the genius of its Principal, Miss
Bertha Darroch, and the fine support given
her by her small staff of teachers. The
School was started in 1919 and is the
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responsibility of the N. Z. Section of
The Theosophical Society which elects its
Educational Trust Board every third
year,

New Zealand Centennial. Next year
is important for our Country as we are
celebrating its Centenary, marking the
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi by the
Maori people in 1840, when they agreed
that N.Z. should come under the British
Crown. We are 100 years old next year !
It is interesting history. Among the cele-
brations to mark the occasion will be a
big Exhibition in Wellington, the seat of
Government. Among the many visitors
expected from Overseas will be the Duke
and Duchess of Kent. It is expected that
our Theosophical Society will hold its
Annual Convention in Wellington at the
end of this year. —E. H.

The Auckland Lodge Dramatic Group
presented two plays before an audience of
160 people, the success of which is en-
couragement for an atfempt at still more
difficult work.

POLAND

The General Secretary writes :

I ought to have written you earlier, but
all of us in The Theosophical Society in
Poland are so very busy. Most of us end
our office work at 3 o’clock and begin our
Theosophical work at 5in the afternoon,
with only a few hours to do all that is
needed in The Society’s office, for prepar-
ing lectures and meetings, for editing our
little monthly paper and so on.

All work in the Section Headquarters is
done by members in their free hours. We
have no paid workers at all for The So-
clety is not rich enough to pay them. The
work is divided into many small parts and
every member in Warsaw, if he is nota
“dead one’ and has some spare time,
works in the office, writing letters, binding
books, acting as librarian, hand-printing

1939 NEWS AND NOTES

our bulletin, preparing Headquarters for
important meetings or leading meditation
groups.

We have no public lectures at all, for
there are only a few people to give them
and they are doing their utmost in the
other departments of work. We do, how-
ever, have small groups for inguirers work-
ing systematically during the whole year
except summer, in Warsaw and also in
three provincial towns, and it is through
these groups that new members are enter-
ing The Society.

Qur chief means of publicity work is
our small monthly journal appearing ten
times a year. Each edition is devoted to
some special problem, giving the Theo-
‘sophical view of the question, and although
this makes the work of the editors much
more difficult, it helps the people to under-
stand better what Theosophy is. Every
bulletin contains one or two articles on the
chief subject, some of which have been ac-
cultism, war, nationalism, death, the etheric
body and the new methods of healing, with
selected poetry on the same theme, and
with leading articles by the General Secre-
tary. There are also shorter articles on
different subjects, and news from The
Theosophical Saciety in Poland and abroad.
The paper is well appreciated though its
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chief fault is its poor appearance, for it
must be hand-printed. If we could get
subscriptions for 300 copies it could he
printed, but we have only been able to sel)
200.

We have printed some pamphlets on g
little printing machine. One of our mem.
bers who lives out of town has done thig
with a great amount of labour. Next year
we intend to concentrate chiefly on the
study of Theosophy, if the political sity-
ation will permit. If not, our chief work
will be the building of a really Theosoph-
ical attitude towards all the changing factg
of contemporary life which we meet—and
to help our country, and through it the
world, by the power of all our thoughts
and acts. —G. S., Poland

SOUTH AFRICA

Work proceeds under difficulty in George,
for two of the members live 200 milesg
away and two others are 40 miles away
over a dangerous pass, so that the mem.
bership sounds more ample than it i,
But the regular Study Group meetings
began with three new inquirers which ig
an encouragement to those who are striy.
ing to spread Theosophy in and aroung
the town of George.

A TOUR OF CENTRAL EUROPE
BY SERGE BRISY

BULGARIA

One feels that the people of Bulgaria
are deep and of strong character, ready to
become enflamed for a fine cause. They
were most generous in their hospitality and
were deeply grateful to the Federation for
remembering them in arranging my tour.
The Bulgarian, when friendly, opens wide
the doors of his heart and gives himself
to the full. He has exquisite taste. His

music is mainly melancholy and beautifu]
folk-songs. They are a most interesting
people with whom it was easy to make g
quick and loving contact. Bulgaria keeps
a warm part of my heart. The T.S,
Section feels its isolation and asks for
more contact with Adyar, Huizen, the
Federation and other Sections. The mem-
bers are not able to study Theosophy,
because they cannot have the books in
their own mother-tongue and they have no
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money to print anything themselves. They
feel very lonely in their isolation.

GREECE

The atmosphere of Greece is indescrib-
able, the sea is changing all the time with
hues so delicate or so strong that one
cannot help gazing at it with ever-in-
creasing rapture. The Greeks seem to
reflect in themselves the changing colours
of the landscape, the wonderful hues of
sky and sea. They are a most interesting
people, sensing beauty and breathing
beauty. Their love for Greece is most
touching and beautiful. They love the
beauty of the landscape, the sacredness of
the soil, the sky and the sea of Greece.
Their love is in no way national or over-
patriotic. It is light, easy, moving and
fascinating as is the atmosphere itself.
They love Greece because it is Greece,
which in their minds means beauty. And
in truth, Greece is one of the most magni-
ficently coloured and proportioned countries
in the world.

HUNGARY

The Hungarians are fine, chivalrous, re-
fined, fascinating people. The influence
of the Master R. is continually felt and He
is still much spoken of. Nearly everything
appears to be ceremonial in Hungary.
Another impressive feature is the Hunga-
rian flag flying at half-mast, and guarded
always by a policeman or a scout, which
stands on a fine high place. The flag will
be fully raised when the whole of the
Hungarian Kingdom is restored. In front
of the flag, drawn with yellow sand and
red earth is the Hungarian map, the
present territory in yellow sand, and in red
earth the land that must, according to
Hungarians, return to the Kingdom, Low
plants surrounding the map trace out the
words of the prayer which can be read
from every tramway :
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I believe in God.

I believe in Life Eternal.

1 believe in my Motherland.

I believe in the reconstruction of the
Hungarian Kingdom. Amen.

A prominent feature of the Theosophical
work in Hungary is the activity and enthu-
siasm of the Youth Group. They meet
regularly and in two years the membership
has grown from 7 to 18. Here also, as in
Rumania, are fine artists. The work of
the Section, though hampered by external
conditions, is strong and practical. They
have translated many Theosophical books
into Hungarian, which are typed in four or
five copies, neatly bound, and are in the
Library at the disposal of the members—an
example and a lesson to many Sections.
There is a happy atmosphere at the Head-
quarters, with good organization, neatness
and order everywhere. ‘

RUMANIA

The Rumanian people are very easy to
contact, so open and receptive. And the
art of Rumania is astounding. Every
single detail is artistic. I cannot but think
with reverence of the peasant’s small knife
which brings so much beauty to every-
thing it carves: beams, doors, musical
instruments, spoons, weaving instruments,
anything it touches. And the women
weave marvellously, and their embroideries
are unimaginable. I must mention also
the deep love of Rumanians for flowers
and the art they put in their public parks,
a dream of beauty, real gardens of fairies

The Theosophical Society has a splendici
Headquarters: the office of the General
Secretary which is used as library, a big
lecture room which will accommodate about
100 people, a small room and bathroom for
visitors, all exquisitely arranged and decor-
ated. The Society is not self-supporting
and lives by donations. Three members
help materially with expenses, without them
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it would not be possible to survive. The
Section is reawakening but they felt that
they needed an impulse from outside
which my visit had given them. The
Section draws artists in her midst, frue
artists, no amateurs. It is the first time
I have met so many regular and active
T. S. members, who are pianists, sculp-
tors, and literary and theatre people.
One member, a most loved star in the
National Theatre of Bucharest thirty years
ago, now finds her greatest joy in serving
The T.S. by doing all that others do not
do: opening and closing of windows,
arrangement of flowers, sweeping of the
floor, dusting. She is always seen helping
in a most gracious way, shining with

happiness.

YUGOSLAVIA

At the date of my arrival in Zagreb a
discussion was taking place gmongst Croa-
tian and Serbian delegates to find a way of

union between the two parties. They tq
me that they have been discussing th.
question for 25 years and have never come
to an agreement, but perhaps because of
the great insecurity of the international
situation the discussion this time was more
serious, though I do not believe a concly-
sion was reached. My presence in Zagreb
was announced in every paper, and even
by radio. I was interviewed by two
journalists, one a non-Theosophist, in gz
very friendly way, and of course there wag
the necessity for caution in my replies to
their questions. Theosophy in Zagreb is
lively, active, with fine co-operation among
many devoted workers. Branche Savy is
doing fine work in meditations for peace.
The two Lodges in Beograd, a Russjan
group and a Serbian group are power-
fully linked together, very friendly, and
each quite willing to visit with and help
the other. Beograd is a splendid town,
the meeting of the two majestic rivers,
Sava and Danube, is magnificent.

MY VISIT TO AUSTRALIA

BY J. L. DAVIDGE

My last notes (published in the July
WORKER) were written after a2 week'’s stay
in Adelaide. After that I visited Mel-
bourne, Sydney and Brisbane, and on the
return journey called on members of the
Lodges as the steamer put into port, and
finally spent a week amongst our Perth
brethren. Then a week at Colombo, and
home to beloved Adyar. Nearly four
months’ travelling. 1 took every oppor-
tunity to talk to members about the Presi-
dent and all his work at Adyar, and to
renew many old and cherished friendships.

Every Lodge gave me an opportunity
to open the President’s 1939-40 Campaign
—Theosophy Is the Next Step—and these
talks stirred up ideas as to ways of spread-
ing Theosophy among the people. I also

spoke to the public on Indian politics, and
on “The Fight for Freedom and Democ.
racy.” It was interesting to meet Young
Theosophist groups right round the coast
and to help somewhat in correlating their
activities. And there were members’ meet-
ings.

The New Race. 1 am still impressed,
as I noted in my previous notes, with the
splendid virility and initiative of the Aus.
tralian people, and with the amazing devel.
opment that has taken place in the lagt
five years, especially in air-lines,

I am impressed also with the emergence
of an adolescent stratum of alert and com.
petent young people which has in it many
of Australia’s future leaders. This bang
of youth will set a new standard of
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‘leadership. Miss Enid Lorimer has observed
a distinct new type of youth in her drama
classes in Sydney, idealistic and intuitive,
and interested in humanitarian work. They
are not so much among the monied classes
as in banks and offices, holding or training
for responsible executive posts. Dr. Bona
(Melbourne) sees the new type in the
Brighton baths, and describes their fea-
tures, their fine skin and filbert nails.
For twenty years past Dr. Bean (Bris-
bane) has found the mew type in the hos-
pitals and the schools—the firstfruits of
the new Austral-American race, as the
ethnologists call it. Certainly the Young
Theosophists of Australia are its pioneers
and relate the type to the world plan as
we Theosophists understand it.

Melbourne. At Melbourne, my first im-
pression of the new “T.S. Building "—
using its official designation and locking
at it from across Collins Street—is one of
polished granite and ornate stability out-
side, and inside a satisfying effect of pol-
ished marble and beautifully grained Aus-
tralian woods. Dignity, beauty, efficiency.
Externally, Theosophy makes a fine front
to the Melbourne public, the building al-
most facing the Town Hall in one of the
most commanding streets in the world.
The Theosophical output varies with the
talent available. Dr. Bona finds it no
sinecure office as President of the Lodge,
because while he sustains what we might
be allowed to call the Besant tradition,
some of his brethren choose subjects in
spiritualism and in astrology, and get their
Theosophy over in that form. The colour
of the Theosophy is not so deep perhaps,
but they attract larger audiences, so there
is compensation either way.

Mr. Farquharson and Mr. Furze-Morrish
have also radio sessions for questions
and answers on two different commercial
stations.

Sydney. Sydney at last! What a tapes-
try of memories of the Australian work
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has been woven since 1 first met Dr.
Besant in 1908, attended my first Conven-
‘Fion in 1911, made my first visit to Sydney
in 1916 and every year thereafter until
1926 when I joined The Manor community
and shared in the work unti] 1934 brought
me to Adyar. What a galaxy of talented
workers has sustained Theosophy in Sydney
through these thirty years: T. H. Martyn
Irving S. Cooper, J. I. Wedgwood, C. VV.’
Leadbeater, George S. Arundale,' Fritz
Kunz, Mary K. Neff, Clara Codd, Enid
Lorimer and many another! It needs a
forceful personality to sustain Theosophy
1n so strong a centre as Syduey.

Geoffrey Hodson at his Sunday night
public lectures in the Savoy Theatre (for-
merly Adyar Hall) draws audiences of 350 :
of 150 to his public Tuesday night classes,
of 100 to his Wednesday night Lodge
talks, and has just started a Monday night
class for beginners. He infuses immense
vitality into the work, has a fine work-
ing knowledge of Theosophy, and a
sense of dramatic values and showman-
ship which give zest and attractiveness
to his platform work. At the Lodge
meeting, for example, the picture of the
President is displayed, with the pictures
of H.P.B. and H.S.0. left and right. He
begins with a meditation which rajses and
unifies the consciousness of the group, and
he never fails to read the invocation, “ O
Powers of Love.” (Other Lodges, I was
happy to find, are also using this invoca-
tion.) In closing the Lodge he invokes the
blessing of the Great Ones.

Through radio programmes also Sydney
is well served, though one could wish that
the three sessions a week on 2GR at the
disposal of The Theosophical Society were

more frequently used by Theosophical -

speakers. I had the pleasure of speaking
twice, on ‘the political situation in India
and on “Two Art Centres in India——’
Shantiniketan and Adyar.” Some of the
2GB sessions are placed at the disposal of
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politicians and public bodies. There seems
to be no dearth of talent in Sydney, readily

‘available for broadcasting Theosophy,

and more in the offing waiting to be
mobilized.

Mr. Harold Morton has also three ses-
sions a week for his Radio Lodge Library,
but these are used for book reviews, and
though there is inevitably a Theosophical
tinge in his work, it is not overtly part of
our propaganda.

More definitely Theosophical are the
question-and-answer sessions from the
Church of St. Alban every Sunday morn-
ing, at the end of divine service. These
broadcasts are widely popular, both on the
air and in printed form. I was told in
Sydney that many young Catholics have
become interested in Theosophy through
listening in to these Church broadcasts
and attending Blavatsky Lodge lectures.

In fact Sydney is perhaps the best
theosophized city in the world, 1 remem-
ber when Sydney Lodge—20 years ago—
had 700 members and the population of
Sydney was 700,000—one Theosophist
member in every 1,000 of the population.
Today there are half the number of Lodge
members and twice the population, but the
influence of Theosophy is much wider, and
many professional men and prominent
executives (of my personal knowledge) who
have listened to Theosophy broadcast for
the last ten years or more are living by
Theosophy as the sanest and most satisfy-

'ing philosophy of life. H.P.B. used to say
that in fifty years’ time Theosophy would
become the religion of the ordinary people.
It is becoming so today—'becoming” is
the word.

The Young Theosophists of Sydney are
an inspiring group. I met them twice,
before going to Brisbane, where their
President, John Clarke lives, and on re-
turning. Drawn together by Mr. Hodson
in the first place, the Sydney group conduct
once a month, on 2 Sunday, a meeting of

their own, planning work under the general
titte of “The Plan”; once a fortnight
Mr. Hodson talks to the group on special
studies ; once a month they conduct the
Lodge programme, presenting three or four
speakers on a particular theme; while at
all public study classes and lectures they
help, taking up questions to the platform,
attending at the door and managing the
bookstall. They take the chair in turp
at Mr. Hodson’s Tuesday night study
class, which is good training. Efficient ag
workers, keen as students, full of promise
as future leaders are these Young Theos-
ophists.

Brisbane. Brisbane 1s a happy and
harmonious Lodge. Here 1 took seven
meetings in eight days; they were offered
to me and I refused none. It was a splen-
did change, after so much writing at Adyar,
to be talking so freely, and while it pre-
vented me from becoming lazy, I was able
to communicate, so my friends said, new
life and viewpoints.

Australia’s Future. Looking over Aus-
tralia, I found this still young country
making wonderful strides towards a glorious
future. Behind her is a century and a half
of material development ; and hand-in-hand
with this she is developing cultural quali-
ties which are typical of the Austral-
American race. Australians have but to
contrast a cultural civilization on g right
economic foundation with a material civil-
ization based on momney-power or a mech-
anized civilization such as we see in
Europe to realize the line of Australia’s
future development. Let her cultivate not
only a right polity, but also her artists and
singers, her poets and painters. The work
of Australians is to live in terms of a new
civilization and not in terms of the old,
Australia has been called the Land of
Larger Hope—may it be a land of Freedorn,
in which individuality shall flourish to
its efflorescence, and democracy find its
apotheosis in the autocracy of wisdom.



Campaign Notes

EFFECTIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE CAMPAIGN

ITH a title such as this for the
Notes it may be brave to declare
that there is nothing new to be written on
the subject; or it may have a devastating
effect on the enthusiasm of workers. But
after all it is many many years since
the handwriting appeared on the wall.
Modern advertisers are still copying it
with Neon signs, and moving lights, words
and pictures. It is not whether a methad
has been used before or nof, that is the
question, but, is it effective ?

That is a matter for individual decision,
or maybe group decision. It is a matter of
judgment—has the announcement been
rightly adapted to the particular conditions
or to the environment? There 1s the
crux—right perception and then right ad-
justment. It may happen that some long-
used and ordinary method 1s the best, if it
be begun thus on occasion the opposite
way round.

Possibly where a Lodge constantly uses
a programme as its advertisement that
will still be sufficient, for the very fact
that there is a Campaign to announce,
gives the programme a fresh emphasis.
But a Campaign should really mean an
extra effort; we should literally attempt
to cover the ground. FPerhaps this session
you will issue the programme in another
manner ? An envelope to fit it, and the same
colour, with the words, WORLD CAMPAIGN
1939—40, and the title, perfectly printed,
would be a good instance of additional
announcement where programmes are to
be posted to the friends of the Lodge. If
Lodges do not usually issue a syllabus,
this work offers a good reason for altering
one's plan. Additional and effective an-

2
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nouncements do not necessarily imply a
greater expenditure of money. Thought ex-
pended with care may be the mode needed,
Then if there is a further fund for Cam.
paign work it can be used in other ways.
For the purpose—efficacy—may be at-
tained by using a method of advertising
that is no more costly, but is just “ one of
the other ways,” different, and arousing
attention because of that.

Varying the wording, or the whole form,
of press advertisements is another way of
drawing interest for the Campaign; and
the Campaign itself gives point to the
changed form. In some quartersa ““ World
Campaign” will arrest notice at once.
It is a news-item, too, that will be ac-
cepted by certain newspapers. Then a
terse, pointed and compelling paragraph is
what is needed, with the pressure back to
local interest by a brief reference to the
part the Lodge in the district will play in
this great scheme. Perhaps it can be an-
nounced that one of the members, who is
well known, is travelling to other towns for
the Campaign.

Where no possibility exists of paying the
high rates for ‘advertisement hoardings,
special work may be done for the Campaign
period where members or interested friends
are free to place a poster in their home or
shop-windows, on the entrance gate, or the
gatage door. And a barn door in the
country or seaside holiday place is a
splendid opportunity. The service of the
worker may here be increased when an
artistic hand-printed poster is required, of
a special size to fit a definite position.

Whatever a Lodge or an individual under-
takes for a Campaign should have its due
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measure of efficient announcement. If it
is just one lecture or informal meeting to
be devoted to the idea of the “Next Step”
in a chosen subject, those should receive
notices or invitations who are known to be
interested, as well as the usual list of
inquirers.

When Lodges have raised moneys to be
used in the Campaign, all or any of the
higher-priced ways of advertisement will
be possible. It may be a special adver-
tising slide in the cinema to follow
aptly on a definite film; as an example,
where a film has shown captive and
trained animals, the slide might an-
nounce the Booklet on Humanitarianism.
A permanent position for a poster on
a hoarding or on a railway station, with
a notice that can remain, or be altered
each week, is a permanent assertion of the
Lodge work for the Campaign. Equally
a poster used as a ' wayside pulpit " may
use the appealing and practical points made
by the writers of the various Booklets.

Finally, none of these methods matter
much. What is of impartance is that the
Lodge and the individual responsible for
them, should be vital, alert, and full of
fresh interest. The ultimate worth of the
work of the Campaign, as of other work,
depends upon the individual, the unit. It is
what we, you and I, know of the practical
results of Theosophical teachings in any or
all of the subjects given; or, better still,
it is what we understand of the inner
meaning of those teachings that will give

our work its impetus and efficiency.
—E. M. L.

THE CAMPAIGN BOOKLETS: THE
SERIES OF BOOKLETS HAS GROWN

The number in the series has been in-
creased to 22 and the Booklets have more
pages than when first advertised.

The list of subjects is also a little differ-
ent. There are Booklets on art, business,

education, heredity, humanitarianism, in-
dustry and leisure, internationalism, nation-
alism, medicine, religion and philosophy,
psychotherapy, politics, and statecraft ;
then also, science, and a second on science
and social responsibility; and one op
psychology, and another dealing with
the approach of eastern and western
psychology.

Written by the President : Dr. Arundale
has written specially for the Campaign -

To More Youthful Living,
For Those Who Suffer.

For Those Who Are Happy.
For Those Who Love.

These are of importance as they dea) s
directly with the immediate problems ip
daily living, where Theosophy has such
light to give; and the President knows gq
well how to present topics of this nature
to the inquirer.

These have also an increased number
of pages. Inthe caseof the earlier Booklets
the prices remain unaltered, but for thoge
of the four by the President, and in adq;.
tion for the one on Economics, tke prices
have been raised. The Boaklet on Ecop.
omics, is a valuable contribution to the
set, and is twice the average length, At
double the cost the Lodges will be able
to sell these five booklets at 2d., 13 as.,
ar 4 cents, or actually less and still make
a little profit.

The prices remain the same as thoge
announced in THE THEOSOPHICAL WoRk.
ER for August: 100 for Rs. 6-12-0 (India
only) ; abroad, Rs. 7-6-0, or 11sh. or $2,70.

The prices of the 17 earlier Booklets also
remain the same: 100 for Rs. 3-8-0 (India
only) ; abroad, Rs. 3-11-0, or 3s. 6d., or
$1.35. -

Sets of 100 Booklets :

(a) All subjects;—4 or § of each sub-
ject, longer and shorter forms: Rs. 4-4.¢
(India only) ; abroad, Rs. 4-9-0, or 6s. &d.,
or $1.65. |
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(b) Earlier subjects, (17 as listed above).
These will be sent as desired by the pur-
chaser, either 17 subjects, 5 or 6 of each;
or 100 of different subjects as selected.
Price, as for 100 above, Rs. 3-8-0, and
abroad Rs. 3-11-0.

Coinplete Set of Booklets: Re. 1, or
abroad, 1s. 6d; or 37 cents.

Orders sent at the carlier charges, for
100 of all subjects, must now be adjusted.
It is simpler to send fewer Booklets than
‘to ask purchasers to adjust the small
differences. But purchasers will please
understand that this step is mnecessary
since the Booklets are being sold on a
“costs basis” to enable Lodges to sell
reasonably for purposes of the Campaign.

PUBLICITY
PLANS FOR LODGE PROGRAMMES

A fundamental-—there are no hard and
fast rules for programmes. If any are
made and kept the programme dies, and
dies hard and fast. The Lodge must use
its own tastes and yet cater for the tastes
of its visitors. For it is a Lodge of an
organization that is to form a nucleus of
Universal Brotherhood, and must play
its part perhaps in learning to be all things
to all men.

Some L.odges have no programmes,
others have programmes for members;
and others for whatever public they can
interest. [t is the latter that is our care
now ; the former has a different purpose.
One thing is to be deprecated, the use of
the phrase public lectures, for the general
run of Lodge arrangements. The word
public is a euphemism, for the word has a
connotation of numbers and broad appeal,
and very rarely do we draw to our Lodges
such numbers as to fit the term. Perhaps
the words Lodge syllabus more nearly
fit the type of work done in this connec-
tion by‘the Lodges. Then if the phrase
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One Booklet of the later issues will take
the place of two of the earlier ones. Where
definite subjects have been specified the
corresponding Booklets are being sent.

ALL ORDERS and communications are
to be addressed to THE PUBLICITY OFFI-
CER, The Theosophical Society, Adyar,
Madras, as the Booklets for this Cam-
paign are being issued from there, and ot
as in the last Campaign, from the Publish-
ing House.

POST FREE, for cash with order,
preferably, International Money Order.
Cheques etc. to be made payable to The
Publicity Officer, as above. Cheques
MUST include an extra fee for collection
of 4 annas (44, or 12 cents in $5 value.)
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open meetings is used instead of public
lectures, or lecture syllabus, or lecture
programme, our primary difficulty is
avoided and an advantage gained. The
word open has the implication that there
is something in the Lodge life that the
public has not yet received, something
yet to come—from the Lodges at any rate.

Then the words public lectures can be
reserved for the real “occasions ' when
the Lodge needs either to advertise its
own premises or some hall hired for the
purpose, when a propaganda. series, or one
definite lecture, is given.

The speakers may be well-known and
well-tried Lodge workers either from
home, or visitors, and the use of the term
public lectures and the advertisements
announce that the Lodge is presenting
something fresh. That point about public
lectures has been presented before in these
columns, but it is worth consideration.

Then again, open meetings will apply
to the changes that can be made with
advantage in Lodge programmes—the At
Homes spoken of previously; the ques-

tion meetings that can follow a topic -
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where further discussion is enlightening,
or is useful to enable a practised worker
to deal with the constant problems that
arise where a Theosophical solution has
not been fully grasped ; the very practical
symposium or debate, that helps by showing
the varied angles from which a subject
can be seen. Items like these break a
thythm usefuily.

So far we have spoken of the platter
only. What is to be served on the
platter ? Experience proves that where
a Lodge presents straight Theosophy,
its audiences will come for that and
will not want very much of anything
else. The Society offers a broad platform
surely ; but breadth of view, and breadth
in tolerance need not mean giving hospit-
ality to all those movements that hold
some one or more points in common with
us. Guests such as these can give prac-
tical and detailed information on their
special points. But they do not give the
applications of Theosophy to that subject,
the deeper insight and the wider vision
that are there for the searching. Both
newcomers and regular audiences tend to
become confused as to our purpose if we
serve them much foreign food on our
platter. Tested speakers have discovered
that where their titles do not promise
Theosophy boldly, their audiences fall in
numbers for such titles—even though the
body of the lecture consists of Theosophy,
its principles or its practice.

So we have provided for one essential—
singularity. There are two others outstand-
ing that appear perhaps contradictory to
it—regularity and similarity. Similarity
has been implied in part in discussing the
type of fare we are to provide. The audi-
ence is to a great extent to be given what
it expects. Diversity lies also within that
similarity and can have further provision
made for it by baving each section’s pro-
gramme dominated by one theme with
its many possible variations. To runa
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series is an excellent way to ensure bath
points.

Regularity sounds deadly dul] ? Maybe
but variation is not appreciated withou;
this background. It is a question of time.
period, not of thought-motif. Meetings
planned for irregular dates, (second apg
fourth Thursdays for instance) are a snag
for announcements advertising, and ayug;.
ences. They may be unavoidable, ang if
so the confusion they cause and thejy
irregularity can be obviated to a degree by
the care and clarity with which they are
stated and dated, on the programme, gpn4
from the platform.

Difference can be given, together with
regularity, in the format of the Programmeg
One plan that combines both is to Choos(;
an artistic design or scheme of Printing
for them, and retain that while changing
the colour of the paper or card each ses-
sion. Inquirers then know they have the
new programnie.

Another essential, which sums Up the
whole spirit of our plans—the Programme
should be of such a nature that we can
run it efficiently. Not too ambitious, Jegt!
we fail by producing confusion, havingf
stretched beyond that which we can reach
Yet it is not enough to say that the pro:
grammes must be within our measure of
efficiency. There is so much in Theosoph,
to discover and to point to others for theis;.
dicovery, that if we stay within our degree
of capacity, Theosophy will not be gradua].
ly unrolled to its fullness. Even with pro-
grammes there can be something th,;
develops our capacity, and reveals the evo
lutionary nature of Theosophy to others a_
well as ourselves. A simple programms
first, with perhaps one more ambitioue
“item,” still one that we can, by reachin s
just grasp. Then on, till at length we cag’
produce with skill such a one that mighx:
even be worthy to include the names of
our great leaders—even to. the Presidezt

hin?self. —E.M L
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The following receipts from 1st May 1939 to 31st July 1939
are acknowledged with thanks:

Annual Dues and Admission Fees:
Rs. A, P.

The T.S. in England (in 3 instal-

ments), £38-11-6, 1938-39 .. 515 5 5
The T.S. in Norway (in 2 instal-
ments), £7-3-6, 1938-39 95 11 2
The T.S. in Holland Lo 02211 8
Hon. Treasurer, Singapore Lodge,
T.S. £0-5-0, 1938-39 3 5 5
Mr. Luang Vudhikara, Head-
quarters dues, 1938-39 13 5 §
East Asian Section, T.S., per Mr.
A. F. Knudsen :
Miroku Lodge, T.S., Japan,
£0-10-0, 1938-39 610 8
Blavatsky Lodge, Shanghai,

$10.00, 1938-39 .. 28 0 O
Shanghai Lodge, £7-15-0, 1938-39 103 6 7
HongkongLodge.£0-5-0, 193839 3 5 0

1,791 13 7

' Donations (General)
Rs. A, P.

The T.S. in England, £1,000-0-0 13,379 12 7

The T.S. in Holland .. 10413 3
‘13,484 9 10
Collections :
Adyar Day .
Mr. A. J. Plard, San Juan, Puerto
Rico 35 2 0
The T.S. in Scotland, £3-3-6 .. 42 7 8
The T.S. in Belgivm 5111 O
The T.S. in England, £16-11-1 ... 221 1 6
U. §. Adyar Day Committee,
$4,800.00 .. 13,536 0 0O
13,886 6 2
Faithful Service Fund :
Mr. C. Vermeulen, Utrecht, (less
Bank charges) .. 14910 0
H.P.B. Niece’s Fund :
Mr. R. M. Alpaiwalla, Bombay ... 500

The President’s Fund :

Rs. 4. p.
The T.S. in England, £50-0-0 .. 668 15 11
C. H. J. van Houten, Probolinggo 45 0 O

713 15 11

Presidential Letters:

Rs. a. P
Prof. D. D. Kanga, Adyar 80 0 ¢
Anonymous (3 instalments) 30 0 0
Miss I. M. Prest, Adyar 5 0 0
Mr. H. J. Nt. van de Poll, Adyar. 80 0 O
Mr. A. F. Knudsen, Shanghai ... 80 0 O
D.R. D. 10 0 0
Mrs. A. Berry, £0-10-0 610 0

Anonymous, through the President,
The T.S., cheque for Rs. 100-0-0

(less Bank charges) 99 12 ©
Mr. A. Vasudevayya, Mysore .. 1 00
Mr. K. H. Kanga, Secretary, Bom-

bay Theosophical Federation,

Bombay 25 0 O
The Dadar Lodge, T.S., Dadar,

Bombay 500
The Besant-Arundale Lodge, T.S.,

Ville Parle, Bombay 500

427 6 0O
Spanish Retugees Fund :
Rs. A. P.

Through the Indian Section, T.S. 25 00

World Fund for Theosophy :

Rs. a. p.
T.S. in Holland 9 4 0
T. S. Dispensary:
Rs. a. p.
Mrs. Alice L. Berry, Tunbridge
Wells, England, through the
P.T.S. £5-0-0 66 12 6
N. Sr1 Rawm,

Hon. Treasurer,
The Theosophical Saciety
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THE OLCOTT HARIJAN FREE
SCHOOLS, ADYAR

The following donations from Ist May
1939 to 3lst July 1939 are acknowledged
with thanks:

Rs. A. P.
The T.S. in Scotland, £9-6-6 ... 124 12 3
Miss Coral Carrington, U.S.A. ... 213 ©

Prof. E. Wood (for Damodara-
puram School) through the T.P.H. = 25 12 0
The T.S. in England, £33-10-7 ... 447 13 ©

Amount {rom The T.S. (allocated Rs. 4.,

out of the Adyar Day Collec-
tions) . 1,000 o o
Blavatsky Lodge, T.S., Bombay. 50 0 ¢
T e
1,651 2 ¢

Fill the Pond Appeal :

Mr. L. Arathoon, Indore .. 100 g o0

C. XRISHNAIvA,
Hon. Secretary~Treasurer .
Oilcott Harijan Free Schools

The Golden Chain

I am a Link in the Golden Chain of
Love that stretches around the world, and
I must keep my Link bright and strong.

1 will try to be kind and gentle fo
everything living that I meet, and fo
help and protect all who are weaker than
myself.

And I will try to think pure and beauti-
ful thoughts, to speak pure and beautiful
words, and to do pure and beautiful
actions.

May every Link in the Golden Chain
become bright and strong.

Many older people are repeating daily
the President’s Invocation, ‘O Powers of
Love, we pledge to you our faithfulness,
knowing that only Love can redeem the
world. . .” Can we not enrol children
everywhere who will repeat the above
Golden Chain Promise, can it not be
spread far and wide, into schools, Sunday
Schools, homes, wherever two or three
children are gathered together ?

There is an awakening of interest in
the Golden Chain, writes the Interna-
tional Chief Representative, Mrs. Margaret
Hemsted, 52 Springvale Terrace, Glasgow,
N., Scotland. Inquiries have been received
about the work, or reports of the scattered
Links have come, from Cuba, Columbia,
U.S.A., Canada, New Zealand, Australia,
Africa, India, London, Wales. There are
1,200 children enrolled in the Order in con-
tinental Europe.

“It has been my desire,” writes Mrs.
Hemsted, “to collect information of Golden
Chain activities in different parts of the
world and so form a Chain of Love which

really stretches around the world op the '
physical plane. It is work for young apd
old alike, and is really workable. When
people think of the Golden Chain the
think of little children and they smje tZ
think it can be suitable for adults as el
This is the reason that love is go muc};
lost to our world, for people think they are
superior to it.

“It is important to preserve the '
Chain as an independent Order, bu?ﬁi?;
are difficulties financially. Each coypg
looks for literature and action of g4 e
kind. To me it is supplementary to 0nn§e
ordinary activities and there is no needetz
create new activities except by way of
practising and exercising the Ideal. The
Golden Chain has already been created 1,
the Masters of the Wisdom and y
invited to join Them.”

When the whole world, and almost ev
individual in it, realizes that our sag phegy
today is due to lack of love, would not t%t
be a psychological time to strengthey tﬁs
work of The Golden Chain, not for ha
sake of the Order, but for the sake of the
world ? Could not you, who read this tthe"
out, or have printed, the Golden (’jhy"?e
Promise and send it to every teacher Wham;
you know, and those you do not kng om
every child, to parents ? W b

Through your national Headquarter
into touch with your national Goldep Csh 2
Representative, or write direct tq o
Hemsted. If all who are interest
are working for children will cq.
this' world-wide movement, wha
can be built up for the next gen

we are

Mrs,
ed in an
Operate
t Strength
eration ) !



The Story of the Adyar Library

By A New Explorer

HAT, in all the learned Oriental
Section of the Adyar Library,
would be of most interest to the unschol-
arly ? Surely not the contents of the
20,000 valuable palm-leaf manuscripts so
carefully preserved there, for few of us can
read Samskrt, Tamil, Telugu and Mala-
yalam; nor the Chinese, Pali, Arabic, and
#other oriental languages represented by the
> many books on its shelves.
" But most of us do respond to the lan-
quage of colour, so let us open one of those
' pright-coloured lumpy bundles from the
J pigh shelf near the ceiling in which we
{ will find a book, a transcript of some
yaluable manuscript. But this is not an
ordinary book, for its unbound pages of
home-made Indian paper are written in
"the ancient Grantba script (Dravidian).
$n the olden days, in otder to preserve the
Fpooks and protect them from the dampness
of the wet season and the inroads of insects,.
the loose pages were placed between simi-
jarly shaped pieces of steel or wood to
Yorotect the edges, wrapped in a heavy
cloth, tied securely with a cord and stored
:a the family puja house, or shrine-room,
'along with the gold, silver and other valu-
ables, for books in India were treated with
reit reverence, as they are today by some
people.

Many other transcripts also occupy the
helves, similar to the colourfully wrapped
nes, but with less of an aura of age and
reserved only in unromantic but useful
rown paper. Still more modern trans-
ripts (faithful copies of the original palm-
eaf manuscripts) are in continual prepara-
jon by the Adyar Pandits, which will be
und in book form, though written by

hand with pen and ink, most of them
beautifully and artistically done. '
In the middle section of the Library
room, which the Honorary Director hu-
morously calls *“Solomon’s Middle Cham.
ber,” are stored on shallow steel library
shelves all original palm-leaf manuscripts,
resembling diminutive brown venetian
blinds, for each is a collection of palm-
le?.ves about two feet long and three inches

w@e, ‘with a hole near each end through
which a long, heavy cord is threaded for
holding the leaves together and for binding
around the whole when stored away. A
few Pali manuscripts from Ceylon have
Interesting  old red-lacquer decorated
covers, the cord fastened with silver “ but.
tons.”

Because palm-leaf is subject to mould,
every two or three years each manuscript
must be removed from the shelf, carefully
dusted and oiled, leaf by leaf, with a small
brush. This is a delicate task and requires
great care.

Along with the most valuable treasures
displayed in a glass-case, is a set of tools
a long dagger-like knife with a carved,
silver handle, with which the palm-leaves
were cut and shaped, and a 12-inch stylus,
both of which fit into an ornamented
icabbard. All palm-leaf manuscripts were

written "’ with a stylus, the oil released
by the pressure of the stylus turning brown
?yith time, thus providing a never-fading

ink.”

The collection has been gathered from
all over India, some of the manuscripts
discovered through friends, in temples, or
as ancestral property in private hon;es
Search-parties of Adyar Library Pandit; .
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are sent out from time to time to acquire
valuable additions. These Pandits—the
word meaning men learned in the ancient
scriptures and literature, who have a
scholastic standing similar to that of a
doctor of philosophy in the West—evaluate
the manuscripts, judging by age, rarity,
contents and completeness. One of the
best collections of Samskrt manuscripts
in the world is at Adyar, as well as other
rare works such as Kanjur and Tanjur,
accredited to the 7th to 13th centuries,
and translated into Tibetan from Samskrt
and Chinese, very beautifully printed from
carved wood-blocks on paper made from
the inner bark of a Tibetan shrub. Only
nine copies of this manuscript are known
to exist outside Tibet, and it was this
addition to the Library which Colonel
Olcott mentions in his Old Diary Leaves,
but, the story goes, he paid such a large
sum for it that he purposely refrained
from stating the price. In fact, many of
the finest manuscripts in the Adyar collec-
tion were secured by the Colonel.

One of the treasures in the Oriental

. Section, attributed to the early 16th cen-

tury, is the Burmese and Siamese manu-
script, its black illuminated characters
standing out against the copperplate over-
laid with gold leaf, setting forth the Bud-
dha’s instructions for a monk. Then there
is The Bhagavad Gita published in 1826,
the Samskrt, Canarese and English trans-
lations appearing side by side in three
paralle] columns, with a Latin translation
at the end of the book. Another Bkagavad
Gita dates back to 1785. Another gem,
very recently acquired, is The Bhagavad
Gt in Persian and Urdu ; it is beautifully
bound in green satin with gold lettering.
The translations were made by a brother
of Aurangzebe (1618-1707), the Mogul
Emperor of India. The Emperor was a
fanatic follower of Islam and intolerant of
other religions, whilst the brother wasa
great Persian and Samskrt scholar who

translated Samskrt works-—the Git@ and
also some of the Upanisads—into Persian
and Urdu. The collection of rare and out-
of-print books on astrology, both eastern
and western, and on myth, are constantly
being consulted by students. An index and
a catalogue are being prepared which will
make all material of value available to
scholars.

‘When the Adyar Library was established
in 1886 by Colonel Olcott, there were few
if any well-organized Oriental Institutes
or Libraries, and many valuable and an-
cient manuscripts were being lost.” In his
dedicatory address, setting forth the aims
and purposes of the Adyar Library, the
Colonel shows his thoroughness and long
viston, when he states these aims and pur-
poses to be different in character from
Western Libraries in that the Adyar
Library would not be a storehouse of books
but an adjunct to the work of The Theo-
sophical Society, a means of helping to
effect the Objects for which The Society
was founded.

“Our Society,” he said, “is an agency
of peace and enlightenment, and in found-
ing this Library it is but carrying out its
policy of universal goodwill. Our last
thought is to make it a literary godown
(storehouse), a food-bin for the nourish-
ment of white ants, a forcing-bed for the
spores of mildew and mould. We want,
not so much number of books, as books
of useful sort for our purposes. We wish
to make it a monument of ancestral learn.
ing, but of the kind that is of the most
practical use to the world . . . to gather
the best religious, moral and philosophical
teachings of the ancient sages ... to
collect, also, whatever can be found in the
literature of yore upon the laws of nature,
the principles of science, the rules and
processes of useful arts. ... With the
combined labour of eastern and western
scholars, we hope to bring to light and
publish much valuable knowledge now
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stored away in the ancient languages. . . .
There is widespread conviction that many
excellent secrets of chemistry, metallurgy,
medicine, industrial arts, etc. . . . known
to former generations, have been forgotten,
but may be recovered from their literary
remains. Some go so far as to affirm
that the old sages had a comprehensive
knowledge of the law of human develop-
ment, based upon experimental research.
I confess that I amn one of such, and that
I am more and more persuaded that the
outcome of modern biological research
will be the verification of the Secret, or
Esoteric, Philosophy. This firm convic-
tion has made me anxious to begin, as
soon as possible, the gathering together

of the present Library. . . . If the ancient
books are as valuable as some allege, the
sooner we prove it the better; . . . you

will observe from what precedes, that the
Library we are now founding is neither
meant to be a mere repository of books
nor a training school for humar parrots,

. nor an agency to promote the partic-
ular interests of some one faith or sec-
tarian subdivision of the same; nor as
the vehicle for the vain display of literary
proficiency. Its object is to help revive
oriental literature; to re-establish the
dignity of the true pandit . . .;to win the
regard of the educated men, especially that
of the rising generation, for the sages of
old, their teachings, their wisdom, their
noble example; to assist, as far as may
be, in bringing about a more intimate, a
better mutual appreciation between the
literary workers of the two hemispheres.”

If we examine the purposes and the
work of the Adyar Library Association,
formed on January lst, 1936 by Dr. Arun-
dale in grateful memory of Colonel Olcott
and to further develop the work which he
established, we shall see how far the vision
of our President-Founder is being realized.
The general object of the Association is to
“ develop the Adyar Library as the Inter-
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national Centre for eastern and western
cultural studies and researches in the light
of Theosophy—cultural taken in its broad-
est sense as including Philosophy, Science,
Religion and Art.”

To assist in catrying out the objective,
Bralunavidya, the Adyar Library Bullet-
in, is issued quarterly on May 8, October
1, December 1, and February 17, and cir-
culates throughout the world, exchanging
subscriptions with many Universities deal-
ing with Oriental Literature, particularly
in Germany, America and France. Pub-
lished in the pages of the Bulletin are
some of the priceless treasures of the
Adyar Library, thus making them known
to lovers of oriental learning everywhere.

Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, the Honorary
Director of the Adyar Library Association,
is emphatic in his assertion that this is
not a commercial enterprise, but rather
does the Association cater only to scholars
and research students, publishing only-such
works as are useful to them with no thought
of financial profit whatever, nor even of
loss.

For the first half century only part of
the Colonel’s original plan was developed,
during which time great emphasis was
placed on the publication of manuscripts
dealing mainly with philosophical ideas,
namely, the Upanisads. Now, however,
though the past work will be continued,
other portions of the ancient literatures
relating to music, science, economics, art,
jurisprudence, rituals, medicine, etc. are
being dealt with. Several scholars are
assisting in these publications under the
supervision of the Curator of the Eastern
Section, Prof. C. Kunhan Raja, himself a
specialist in Vedic studies.

That the work of the Pandit, delving
into ancient and musty manuscripts, can
be as thrilling as that of an explorer inlo
unknown geographical regions, is indicatec

by the case of Pandit Subramanya Sastri
who, while engaged in examining certain
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MAUSCIIDS in the Adyar Libe/ ™ €O
nection with the editing of "% VI

chanced tq light upon a Teh-* man 1{script

on cadjan leayes dealing w the Subiect of

music. He at once sav+€ had unearthed

a valuable find. throwid considerable light

on Indian mu;ic. r was found that the

work as a whole ad not previously been

published, and t& Adyar Library Associa-

tion prepared and published an Engli.sh
translation vhich has met with high praise
from orisital journals and scholars; one
of thee says that “ the value of the pres-
ent publication for South Indian music
caz hardly be overestimated,” and again :
“WWe feel sure that by printing this work
the authorities of the Adyar Library have
added to the obligation which Indian
scholarship owes to their enterprise and
discrimination.”

Another interesting publication among
many others with, to most of us, equally
unpronounceable names, is the translation
into English of Pratyabhiffiahrdayam
(The Secret of Recognition) by Dr. Kurt F.
Leidecker. Upon receipt of the typescript
it was noticed that the translator had given
only the English translation of each siitra,
but upon inquiry he enthusiastically agreed
to have the Library Association incorpor-
ate the original Sanskrt text, stating that
“it will materially enhance the usefulness
and appeal of the volume.” The labour of
this addition was gladly undertaken by the
Pandits of the Adyar Library Association.

The procedure for transforming an an-
cient manuscript into a modern book or
pamphlet is of extreme interest. First,
one of the two full-time Pandits employed
by the Adyar Library, makes a transcript
of the manuscript intended for publication,
for the originals are too valuable to use as
printer’s copy. After the transcript has
been prepared and checked, all other similar
available manuscripts are borrowed from
other Oriental Libraries or Universities
for collating the different versions. Next

the transcript is published in instalments
in Brahmavidya, the Adyar Library
Journal, which goes to oriental scholars all
over the world, and criticisms and cor-
rections from them are awaited. At the
time of the Journal publication reprints
are made so that these can be later bound
into book form. This method requires
about three years for the completion of a
book, but it has the advantage of being able
to incorporate all criticisms and corrections
into the final volume.

The Adyar Library both lends and
borrows valuable manuscripts from other
recognized institutions, such as Oriental
Libraries and Institutes in the West and
East, also the India Office in London.
Surety bonds, sometimes as much as
Rs. 1,000 and signed by an authoritative
person in the institution are required,
Recently, a Pali manuscript on Buddhism
was returned from Tasmania where it had
been loaned for an English translation to be
printed by the Pali Text Society in
England. Any scholar or institution de-
siring a transcript of manuscripts may
obtain it by paying the cost of transcribing.
It is the hope of the Library soon to have
a photostat which will eliminate trans-
cribing, thereby ensuring greater accuracy
and making it possible to accommodate
scholars throughout the world at less cost
and without the possible loss of valuable
original manuscripts.

The Western Section of the Library,
under the direction of Mr. A. J. Hamerster,
fails to measure up to the high standard
of the Oriental Section and the literature
of the West is sparsely represented. How-
ever, in checking the references when pre-
paring for the publication of the new edi-
tion of The Secret Doctrine it was found
that the Library contained a large propor-
tion of the books mentioned, quoted or re-
ferred to by H.P.B. Also there is a very
good collection of books dealing with the
arts, but on the whole these, as well as
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“books on archaology, architecture, history,
etc., though written and published in the
West, deal mainly with eastern culture,
particularly India. More books are wanted
which deal with western art and culture.
It is the hope of the Curator that western
Theosophists will become interested in en-
larging the Western Section, making it
more representative of the literature and
culture of their countries.

During the last year 329 printed volumes
and 14 transcripts were added to the
Oriental Section through donations and
purchases, and in the Western Section 1,229
books and 269 pamphlets, with 1,533 maga-
zines placed in the reading-room. The
3,344 books consulted in the Library and
the 2,899 books borrowed, represent a 40%
increase over the number last year.

A steady stream of visitors passes through
the Library daily, the total for the whole
of last vear being 7,629. But if July of
this year is any criterion, with its 1,022
visitors for the month, the number for 1939
will far exceed that of 1938. The French
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Consul alone brought 140 visitors during
one week in July, A great diversity of
people is represented in the visitors, from
royal princes and rajas to very poor
villagers in rags. Prince Peter of Greece
surprised the libratian by reading, appa-
rently fluently, the Tibetan manuscript dis-
played. Little childrey come, and are
treated with the same regpect and consi-
deration shown the adults. Some people
come as tourists, others, especially the poor,
come on a pilgrimage, for a library to them
is a sacred place and the Adyar Library
becomes a part of their pilgrimage. But
students and scholars come to borrow or
to consult the books or priceless manu-
scripts.

The Library wing is crowded, with bare-
ly room to walk bhetween the shelves reach-
ing to the high ceiling, all filled with
volumes. Light and ventilation are poor,
to the detriment of books and manuscripts.
The time is not long hence when a new
library building will be an absolute neces-
sity if the work is fo coptinue its growth.
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