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HERE AND THERE IN INDI

By C. A. PARKHURST

Iilustrated by Satish Sirha, with pen and ink sketches.
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5. BEAUTIFUL KASHMIR 215 as. “THE BLESSED ONE” 3 as.
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OF INDIA 215 as. FIVE RIVERS - 3 as.

Extracts from Reviews :—

The Leader: ““Throughout the pages of this series there runs
an unmistakable streak of patriotism intended to instil into every
young heart an abiding love for and a growing interest in the
motherland. The value of such books at this stage of our national

advancement is obvious.”
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plan and the execution, the matter, the manner, the format and

the illustrations . . .”
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A FIRST STEP TO LETTER-WRITING
WITH EXERCISES IN LETTER-WRITING & CORRECT USAGE
BY
H, MARTIN, M.A,, (Oxon), O.B.E.
Pages 124. ‘ Price, As. 9

SOME DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

This book contains 140 Letters of all types.’

It is prepared specially for Ind1an boys, hence, it will be welcomed by
teachers as furnishing just the nqht sort of guidance, which they cannot
expect to find in books written for Englxsh pupils.

The letters are nbt made to be COpled or learnt by heart, but are intended
as models for everyday letters.

] 246 Exercises in Letter- ertmg that have been included in this book will
be welcomed by the teacher.

The exercises in Correct Usage are suited to both Middle School and
High School pupils. Correct English Usage is an important subject, and more
attention should be given to it in the teaching of speaking and writing in
English.

TOM THUMB ESSAYS

—A FIRST STEP TO ESSAY-WRITING—
WITH EXERCISES IN APPLIED GRAMMAR & CORRECT USAGE

BY

H. MARTIN, M.A. (Oxon.), O.B.E.
Pages 136. - Price, As. 10
EXTRACTS FROM THE PREFACE

These miniature or “Tom Thumb” essays have been written for younger
children who are just beginning to do a bit of English composition. They
are, therefore, very short, and are written in very simple language. They
are not made to be copied or learnt by heart, but are intended as models for
short essays. '

In order to make the study of these tiny essays more practically useful,
a few exercises in grammar and usage have been set on them. It is hoped
that they will. be found useful, especially in class-teaching. The exercises in
Correct Usage are suited to Middle School pupils.
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Text-Books for S.S.L.C. Optional Subjects.

GEOMETRY FOR SCHOOLS. By T, S. Rajagopalan, B.A, LT. In Tamil.. Nearly
Ready.

This book covers the syllabus issued by the Department for S.8L.C. Optional,

Mathematics. A large variety of exercises and tests, graded according to diffi-
culty, have been included, as also Examination Papers. Every effort has been
taken to make the language of the Enunciations, proofs and exercises as simple,
clear and precise as possible.
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THE NINTH SOUTH INDIAN EDUCATION WEEK

MESSAGES

From His Excellency the Governor of Madras:— 'The Central
Education Week Committee of Madras is to bz congratulated on the
contipuation of its good work by the inauguration of the Ninth South
Indian Education Week this year, and on its choice of a theme which
covers practically every phase of modern education in its relation to
national life. It is bound, T am sure, to make a special appeal not only
to the rising gemeration of India, but to all those whose work or
interests are centred upon Education,‘in one or other of its manifold
aspects. May 'I repeat the hope, which I expressed last year, that the
deliberations of the Committee will contribute materially towards a
solution of the current educational problems which have been set down
for consitleration, and that with increased public suppert the Celebra-
tions of the Week this year will meet with even greater success than in
previous years. :

From the Honble Mr. C.J. Varkey, Minister for Education:—
It gives me very great pleasure to know that the Ninth South Indian
Education Week will be held from the 30th October to the 5th Novem-
ber 1939. The Hand-book published as a guide for those who organise
and conduct the Education Week is really well thought out. The pro-
gramme for the seven days’ functions is really, I should think, an
improvement over the previous years. As an educationist I appreci-
ate the theme—*Our Schools and Modern Education "—which you
propose to have for the Education Week. It is a timely topic for
consideration by all those engaged or interested in educational work in
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our Province. How our schools should be adapted to satisfy‘ the
requirements of modern education is a question of vital importance
also for the Government. I am sure Local Bodies, Municipalities and

other authorities and organisations will utilise the opportunity afforded '

by the Education Week to the fullest advantage. If we could instil
into the minds of these bodies as well as of the parents that the schools
in their area are their schools for the education of their childen, we
would have achieved a great triumph.

With the organising ability and enthusiasm of the South India
Teachers' Union and with my esteemed friends Rao Bahadur Sri K. V.
Krishnaswamy Ayyar as the President and yourself as the Convener
of this year’s Education Week, I am sure this year the celebration of
the Education Week sill be a greater success than in the past. Let
me, as Education Minister, appeal to all teachers and those interested
in education to put their heart and soul into the business and make
it an useful institution for the promotion of education in our Province.

From R. M. Statham, Esq., M.A., Director of Public Instruction,
Madras :—I sincerely trust that the Ninth South Indian Education
Week will prove to be even more successful than those of previous

years. The discussions on your Central Theme “Our Schools and -

Modern Education,” will, I am sure, result in very valuable guidance
for teachers and education workevs, who all over the Province are daily
striving to improve the conditions prevailing in our schools. In recent
vears Education for Citizenship has become more and more important
and I am glad that the organisers of “Education Week” are going to
concentrate largely on this problem. I wish every possible success to
your endeavours and deliberations.

From Sri P. Seshadri, M.A.. President, All-India Federation of
Educational Associations, Cawnpore :—My best wishes for the success
of the Education Week in Madras. Such periodical celebrations serve
a useful purpose by rousing the interest of the public in educational
matters. They will be successful to the extent to which they draw
adequate attention to the numerous educational needs of the country.
I have™nodoubt everything is being done towards such an end.
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From the Central Education Week Committee :—The Ninth South
Indian Education Week comes at a time when the much dreaded war
clouds of last year have burst. Everywhere men’s hearts are failing
them for fear. What message has Education Week for such a time as
this ? First and most simply, thankfulness that the Educator in India
is free to go on with his humble work, trying quietly and unobtrusively
to build up in the children and youth of the country desirable and worth-
while attitudes and habits of life. This is no time for easy optimism but
the fact that our schools may still carry on with their constructive work
is one cause for sincere thanks-giving.

The Central Theme for the Education Week of this year is “ Our
Schools and Modern Education.” No one can define exactly what modern
education is, nor can one state categorically what schools are called
upon to do just now. There is, however, a widespread feeling that the
nineteenth century type of literary -education, valuable as it fis,
should be rebrganised to suit the varied needs of a rapidly changing
world. Modern education is really the outcome of a realisation that
life is no longer static, but dynamic to a terrifying degree. It has,
therefore, become necessary for us to realise that life can no longer be
lived according to an external dharma but must be guided by an internal
'combulsion, a dharma of the heart.

Modern education expects cur schools and teachers working there-
in to form in children correct attitudes and habits of independent judg-
ment. This should be done in every stage of education from the Nursery
school to «the University. The Central Education Week Committee
hopes that nothing will be wanting on the part of teachers and schools

to make a supreme effort to achieve this object even within the limits
of the present curriculum and in spite of limitations of finance and

equipment.
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From His Holiness Sri. Sankaracharya, Kamakotipeetam, Kumba-
konam :—
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MODERN EDUCATION FOR INDIAN DEMOCRACY

BY
DEWAN BAHADUR K. S. RAMASWAMI SASTRI.

Education in Modern India should be a preparation for Indian
Democracy. DBut is it .so to-day ? It is not. When can it be so?
It can be so only when it gets Indianised and becornes democratic. It
can become Indian only when Indian culture as a whole has a prominent
part in the curriculum. Such culture includes the social and economic
and political life on the one hand and the artistic and religious life
on the other hand. The national culture is the flowering of the nation-
al psychology‘ . We must therefore know the national mind and its
expression in the national institutions. Every boy and every girl
must be early and easily led into the great basic ideas of India. They
must know about their past and present heroes. They must study
well the past and the present of India so as to visualise and realise the
great future yet to be.

How is this to be done ? We must know clearly cur contemporary.
state and have our own vision of the future so that the realisation of
such vision may begin from the school stage itself. In cur country
production lags behind the population, and distribution is faulty and -

~ dislocated. Educated unemployment is staggering and uneducated un-

employment is even more staggering. We want the production
of more and more things. How does it happen that while such increasing
production should minimise unemployment—there is an increase of un-
employment ? Therefore we have to set right our social and econo-
mic order, and we cannot do this unless we set right the educational
order. Qur unemployed are rapidly becoming unemployables. The
purchasing power of the people is going down. Hence even if we
maximise production by passing suddenly into the Machine Age and the
Power Age, there will be no improvement at all if the national pur-
chasing power is low. 'The transition from the old to the new has to
be gentle and constructive. We must simultaneously increase produc-
tion and purchasing power. India has always been a predominantly
agricultural country. She has been predominantly a land of cottage
industries. = She has been predominantly a land of villages. Any
attempt to organise her and industrialise her into Western Europe or
North America is foredoomed to failure and will produce widespread
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misery. The transition in the direction of urbanisation and industriali-
sation must be in the line of her genius and must aim at slow and
stable results rather than at quick and unstable results. This is why

Mahatma Gandhi’s emphasis on khaddar and wvillage industries is in

accord with the Indian genius as well as commonsense and humani-

tarianism.
The real trouble is that to-day we are becoming addicts to western
education and slaves of western imperialism. I deliberately use the

words “addicts” and “slaves,” because we have been bewitched by
the English language and modern science and have drunk them to the
dregs and have lost our balance and because we are not mastering
machines but allowing them to master us, as the west has done in
regard to itself. A recent writer says: “It (the western civilization)
is a business civilization resting on the possession of money income.
Ours is an individualistic social order based primarily on competitive
business...... The leadership of the evolvihg society has been con-
tinuously in the hands of a threefold business fraternity—traders, manat-
facturers and money-lenders....... We note that from the very begin-
ning the new civilisation develcped more and more in the towns and
cities and that it was increasingly a “ business ” gocial order built and
dominated by businessmen.” He says further that the motive power
of the new culture is a thorough going individualism. He might have
well added two other words also—materialism and hedonism. The new
gospel is: eat and drink and be merry to-day, for tomorrow we die.
How are we to eat and drink and be merry ? The answer is tc be
_ found in Jago’s gospel; “Put money in thy purse ”  The abovesaid
writer says; “ Increasingly he did as he wanted it. Increasingly he made
others as he wanted them to do. As he massed wealth he became ‘a
law unto himself’. He was an individualist”. It is this amalgam of
individualism and materialism and hedonism that is compendiously call-

ed freedom to-day.

We certainly want civil liberty in the sense of freedom of thought,
freedom of speech, freedom of movement, freedom of association, freedom
of worship, trial by peers etc. We want also political liberty in the
sense of national freedom from foreign domination, self-government,
vote by ballot, the right of criticism of public men and measures, the
freedom of the press ete. But the civil liberty which we Indians prize
must be also the right to do our duties (Dharma) and the right of not
being hindered in doing so while not hindering others in the pursuit of

their legitimate duties. We want political liberty not to be a series of -

shocks and revolutions but to be the slow broadening of freedom from
precedent to precedent. We should not in the name of freedom exploit
persons or things.  Laissez-faire—was the slogan of the damnable
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dlismal science of the nineteenth-century political economy. Free Trade
was another dismal and deadly slogan. It has been said well: “ But it
was uppermost in the minds of the economic .royalists of those cen-
turies—the pirates of the sea or land, the traders and manufacturers
and bankers of the European cities for a thousand years, the merchant
adventurers who settled the new continents after 1690, the emigrants
who carried the frontier across each of these after 1800 and the empire-
builders of every industrial country after 1850.” They wanted freedom
to act and exploit as they liked, and hence propounded the doctrine of
laissez-faire. But the operation of this doctrine has resulted in terrible
misfortunes owing to overproduction and maldistribution.

But this is not civilisation as India understands it. We do not
want the power machine technology at such a heavy and ruinous price.
Mass production of goods by machines operated by skilled labour may
be good up }:o a cerlain point but the virtue becomes a vice heyond that
point. All ‘this is merely the old frick of doubling money by
a new magic! “Monopoly” is the name of the new slave. The
age of Surplus has no doubt come but it has made a Tantalus of every
one of us and the luscious fruits are succulent and tempting but always
beyond the reach of our mouths. So long as overproduction and
dumping and exploitation kept pace with one another, everything went

\'\n.merrily. But when all countries joined in the race and raised
% iff wallswwhile indulging in overproduction and dumping the trouble
.an. The overproduced goods could not leap over the mounting
tarif walls. They could not ke sold; they would not he giver;.
Machines ceased to hum ; men were increasingly thrown out of employ-
ment. The real Ruler of to-day is unemployment. The m2n who were
overworked and ruined before are unemployed and ruined now.
There is mental and moral breakdown everywhere. The haves are
swelling the ranks of the havenots in the very vicinity of unavailable
abundance. In this state of things Dictators have stepped in to find
a solution by taking the control into their hands. But they have created

more ills than they have cured.

We do not want to bring this Frankenstein of the Western Power
Age into India and then get intc the western muddle and then fall at
the feet of a Dictator. We wish to balance Agriculture and Industry.
We wish to produce enough for ocurselves without dislocating the
artisans by too excessive and too early mechanisation. We wish to
harmonise manual and machine labour, cottage industries and factory
industries ; we wish to socialise the key industries and the heavy in-
dustries and the public utilitiecs. Even in’ the factories we want to
lessen work and increase leisure. Bertrand Russel has prescribed a
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four-hour day as a drastic and powerful medicine for suicidal unemploy-
ment at home and ruinous exploitation abroad.

The new Indian schools and colleges should feel the pressure of '

these new forces and respond adequately. To day they are creaking
and worn out bullock bandies jogging along in deepening ruts. We da
not want them. They are unrelated to the realities of life. They are
dungeons of unreality and birth places of frustration. There is in some
of them too much freedom and in many of them too much restriction.
But in a1l of them there is a thorough unrelatedness to the outer world.
Mr. P. E. Harris says: In schools and homes it is easier to have rigid
authority or superficial freedom than {o harmonize these aspects of ex-
perience in particular !personalities and thereby render life richer and
more secure for all. But since it is not possible to avoid some effect
upon personalities from the various operative interactions of community
life as a whole, even if they must run a subterranean illicit course, it
becomes imperative that the educational institution plant itself as
firmly and as consciously as possible in the midst of the wider stream
.of social conditions in order that it may get leverage for intergrating
them on higher moral levels.” This remark is entirely applicable to
Indian schools as well. :

It has been often pointed out, further, that in the ‘west the learning
attitude has been exaggerated. To-day there is in addition, an exagge-
ration of the value of technical education. In India also we have these
defects in a large measure and it locks as if we are going to have them
in a larger measure hereafter. The aesthtic and moral and spiritual
aspects of our nature are woefully neglected. There is not even an
attempt to visualise our social and economic and political ideals and
to fit our education to the same. The schools have become mechanised
gnd macadamised in the extreme. They are working on old pattern or
on new patterns unrelated tc modern Indian life in the world outside
the schools. They are not informed by Indian idealism and not
moulded by Indian realism.

What is the good of looking with worshipful eyes across the Indian
ocean at Europe and at the United States of America? In America
it was found in 1920 that only 12-4 per cent of the 48 million persons
were gainfully employed as farmers and that only 9 per cent were
placed in the category pf farm labourers. Very nearly the same state
of affairs prevails in Europe. The industrial capitalistic plutocracy is
b?ssing the west to-day. It is as great an enemy of Democracy as
Dictatorship is in the modern age. Unemployment is rampant on a
colossal scale. The west, after ruining the East has ruined itself.
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This is not all. Creativeness in life and in art is the hallmark of
culture and refinement. We are to-day hearing “ its melancholy long
withdrawing roar”. The mechanisation of life has had its counterpart
in the mechanisation of thought. The passion to.weigh and measure
and catalogue and classify is the ruling passion to-day. Even human
intelligence is tested and measured to-day. Quality is reduced to quan-
tity. In such an age the fine arts languish while the spiritual passion
feels strangulated. The integration of the human personality is super-
seded by its disintegration.

We have got into the entire western maelstrom to-day in India.
We have to save India from the medern world and for the modern
world. India desires to continue to be a home of a predominantly rural
civilisation. She wants to balance agriculture and industry. While
she wants to spring away from the recent pressure on land owing to the
ruination of her industries, she does not wish to spring into the machine
age and the industrial whirlpool of the west. She does not wish to wor-
ship machine power to the extent of entirely neglecting man power and
eventually neglecting men and callously letting them die. The allot-
ment of the respective provinces of machine power and man power in
the realm of industry is almost as puzzling as the allocation of the res-
pective spheres of federal legislation and provincial legislation in a
federation. Let us proceed on the basis that we must increase the
sphere of man power and limit the sphere of machine power to the
inevitable minimum. To take an illustration, the rice mills are ruinous
in ("VO ways. They take the bread out of the mouth of the hand-
pou lers and give us food without vitamins and destroy the nation as a
th\ I would buy out the millowners after paying them some com-
pensation which would be spread over a decade, and use the mills for
other purposes or destroy them outright. Similarly I would strictly
confine the textile mills to the weaving of the finer and higher counts
of yarn, leaving the courser cloth to be woven as before. Not one inch
of cloth should come from abroad. Every nation must feed and clothe
itself and build its houses and should not depend an any outside agen-
cies for these primary necessavies of life. Such a genuine Swadeshi
spirit will bring about a double result, viz., more production and more
equitable distribution of wealth. We must not measure civilisation by
the number of cities which have passed the million mark or by the
number of mills and factories as is done in the west.

If such is our visualisation of Indian Democracy, our schools must
train us and fit for it, which they do not do to-day. In rural centres
cchools must be opened to enable agriculturists to become better agri-
culturists and artisans to become better artisans. The aim should be
to make the village autonomous and self dependent. In urban centres

2
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schools must be opened for the urban types of workmen
and for the higher aspects of life such as the learned professions and the
fine arts. For instance the art of working in precious stones or manu-
facturing glass should be taught only in urban areas. All training for
work in such factories as will be inevitable even in a predominantly
rural civilisation must be imported only in urban centres because such

factories will be necessarily located in such centres. The automobile

industry for instance, is an inevitable large scale industry and it can be
started only in big urban centres.

More than even this primary need, there is a very great urgency for
not repeating the present mistake of converting a contented artisan into
a discontented clerk or accountant. While education should draw out
the best in each man, it must prepare’him to take his place in his group
and be happy in his station while doing his work with keener zest and
better skill than before. When an industrial survey is made—as it must
soon be, and the country is mapped out into various areas concentrat-
ing on various industries—run by man power or by machine power—
suitable for the natural resources and human resourcefulness—the
schools also must throb with such a spirit and prepare the younger

generation for such diverse and localised industrial activity. ‘ =

All this will mean a thorough change of values and methods and
results. I have seen basket making taught in an urban céntre to boys
who are drawn from social classes which were sure to send the boys
into the learned professions or the public services or the specialised
higher urban industries or the fine arts. If the schools are to be run
hereafter in the old humdrum way of converting our boys into brown
Englishmen talking English and thinking with a westernised mind and
acting in a denationalised manner with just a bias for handwork by
means of manual instruction which is an eye wash, let us go on and
dash our heads against a stone wall and increase the area of unemploy-
ment and unemployability till we become the bankrupts of our planet
and the laughing stock of the world. But do we not want to change
our mentality and go in a more fruitful direction ?

Thus I have no illusions about the Wardha Scheme ushering in the
golden age. Very possibly its products will be better than the impotent
denationalised unemployable unemployed of to-day. But its success
will depend on Rural Schools and Urban Schools being clearly demar-
cated. A Rural Economic Survey must settle the curriculum of the
new rural schools. Such schools must give an agricultural improvement
bias to the agriculturist boys and teach the artisan boys a desire for
im_proved methods in the industrial arts of the area where the schools

P
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are located. The schools must have experimental acres for {inding
methods of more intensive and extensive farming. The students in such
schools must be in touch with the farmers and  induce these to take to
better methods of cultivation. The schools must improve the quality
and quantity of farm produce and must teach the value of the co-ope-
rative purchasing of seed manure etc, and co-operative marketing
and also import a sound knowledge of soils and the conservation of
water. Agricultural improvement will come only by such means and
not by viceregal admonitions or bulletins of agricultural Research
Councils.

Among the Urban schools there should be schools teaching the use-
ful arts and the fine arts and fitting men for the prolession and the
public services. There is mwuch glamour or halo now surrounding the
new mystical expression ‘ basic craft” adumbrated in regard to the
Wardha Scheme. Owing to the interactions of education and politics
to-day and owing to confusion of thought in regard to educational ideo-
Jogy and congress ideology, there is a tendency to identify the basic craft
with spinning and weaving. The hasic craft should depend on the hase
i.e., the locality which would be suitable to one or another of the innume-
rable arts and crafts which go to make up civilisation. Further, any

" attempt to introduce an element of realism and craft mindedness could

be of little use unless the post Wardha Scheme is also put into operation
and the skill acquired in the Wardha Schdols passes into higher reaches
in the post Wardha Schools. After all the Wardha boys will be only
the rank and file. The leaders and initiators will come only from the
post Wardha Schools. The post Wardha Schools will consist not only
of higher secondary schools for arts and crafts but also secondary
schools containing literary courses. The former would lead to techno-
logical university courses and the latter to professional and literary
university courses.

In educational new thought to-day we hear much about the Com-~
munity School. ~The aim of such a school is to stress the need for attend-
ing more to the social environment than to text-books and to regard
the school as the agency fitting the pupils for the improvement of the
community life. The emphasis is to be not on subjects but on social
activities and values. The teacher’s eyes should not be fixed on text-
books and examinations but on the life of the community, and his aim
and ambition should be to study and understand and teach Indian life as
it is lived and as it can be lived and to fit his students for living such
life intensely and effectively and worthily. Mr. Rugg’s description of
America as “a depressed society of potential abundance and actual
poverty " is applicable a hundredfold to India. He says: “ Unless our
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people really know in their bones, with facts and figures at their com-
mand, that every family in America can have a comfort standard of
living by finding a way to operate the existing American social system
efficiently as it stands—they will do nothing about it. They will con-
tinue to live as a depressed saciety. But if enough of them know it, be-
lieve it with their hearts as well as their heads, they will turn the pre-
sent potentiality into actual fact. Let us build the confident attitude
~that such a regime of plenty can actually be created. Build confidence
in the capacity of our people for co-operative reconstruction of Ame-
rican life.” We have to create through our schools such a mentality in
Indian youth.

I have been dwelling at great length on the schools as a preparation
ground for a new econothic ideology and programme as a portion of the
Indian Democracy. Equally important is the inculcation of the
special aspects of our political ideology and programme as well. In this
as in other respects the Indian teachers wobble and are hesitant. India
stands for Ahimsa and does not wish to expleit other nations or sub-
jugate them. But she will defend her own soil to the last man and will
not tolerate any exploitation. She wants democracy not only for one
section of her population but for the entire population.

But all this is in the laps of the gods. But what prevents us from
launching our educational drive in the direction of the cultural aspect of
Indian Swaraj and Indian Democracy. Whatever classical language each
pf the major Indian communities may prefer, instruction must be given
only in the regional mother tongue at first in the secondary schools
and eventually in the college classes as well. Examinations also should
be conducted in the vernaculars. It is only then that text-books con-
taining modern knowledge in modern Indian languages will spiring into
existence in abundance. Indian cultural unity requires All-India lan-
guage and hence every one should learn Hindi. Cultural Swaraj re-
quires that we should stress Indian history, Indian Sociclogy and Indian
philosophy. The youth of each community must receive instruction
in the religion of the community interpreted in a broad and tolerant
spirit. This is an aspect in respect of which the Wardha Scheme leaves
us in a blind lane.

Thus we want India to be India and not an =cho of the west. We
want not the gold age but the golden age. We wish to turn away from
Dictatorships as well as Plutocraetic and non-equalitarian Democracies
and we want a genuine equalitarian federal democracy. We therefore
want schools and colleges which will educate the future citizens of a
Free Indian Equalitarian Federal Democracy.’

THE DISCOURAGED CHILD

By
Pror. Angiwver V. MatuHEw, KoLHAPUR.

One of the terms that have got into currency in modern specch
from psychology is the problem child. The Problem Child does not
signify any special group of characteristics any more than such terms
as the normal child or the abnormal child. These are all relative
terms ; for instance the child regarded to be normal from one standpoint
may be abnormal from another. The same is the case with the problem
child. He may be physically strong or weak ; he may have superior intelli-
gence or may be dull; he may hail from a high social position or from
a slum. The one characteristic of a problem child—if we may
generalize—is that he does not get on well with his social environment.
High be his intellectual calibre or the social position of his family, or
low ; born with a silver spoon in his mouth or handicapped for want of
means to meet even the bare necessities of life; the distinguishing
feature of a problem child is that he cannot adjust his life to the
requirements of real life around him. ‘

Psychologists of the Freudiar school believe that the problem child
is the child in whese life is present some sex irregularity. They believe
that all children have to tackle the oedipus corflict up to about five or
six years ; that during the next period of about six or seven years there
is a latency period during which the instinctive energy of sex is subli-
mated ; and that in those cases where the conflict is not solved through
sublimation, behaviour difficulties and symptoms may continue for life
—unless the person concerned is * re-educated ” and is thereby enabled
to reorientate his whole outlook on life. Adler—who calls himself the
prisoner who does not let free the goaler (in this case Freud)—is not
unaware of the importance of sex even in early years of life ; neverthe-
less he regards this insistence on the sexual basis of all behaviour pro-

- blems and symptoms a lop-sided dogmatism. In this particular, all

other psychologists except the strict Freudians, agree with Adler.
Like McDougall and the English psychologists in general we recognize
a large number of native tendencies in man, and therefore in the child.
They are not all derived from sex, though it is true that we are brought
into life through sex impulses and that but for the dynamic drive of sex
the world of human beings will come to an untimely end. Like a great
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King who made a full confession of a sexual offence, every man or
woman ecan say with perfect truth:

Behold, I was shapen in sex;
And in sex did my mother conceive me.*

But there are other dynamic drives also in life; and any attempt
at simplification of the complicated facts of life is always likely to lead
to error. Adler too seeks to simplify for the reader the dynamic urge
of life evident in every human being; but his simplification has this
advantage—that what he calls the supreme dynamic urge in life, striving
for superiority is what he calls it, can apply to every phase of life and
to all stages of growth and maturity. The criticism what may naturally
be levelled against it is that the theory does not by itself explain any-
thing, it only gives a description of an important characteristic of life—
life not only at the human but at the subhuman level of animals.and
plants. In the striving for superiority, as such," we do not find anything
distinctly human as this struggle is common to all species of life; and
biologists refer to it as struggle for existence. ‘

The value of Adler’s prolific contribution to what he calls Individual
Psychology lies, in my opinion, not in his positive enumeration of the
striving for superiority as the dynamic urge of human life, but in his
constant visualization of its negative aspect—the sense of inferiority
which almost 2ll persons feel in the tasks of life. The experience of a
sense of inferiority, whether one is aware of it or not——as Adler fre-
quently points out, we know more than we understand—makes one re.t-
less in behaviour. It presents one repeatedly, nay incessantly, with
situations of conflict and the greatest sphere of conflict, where the con-
flict is keen and unending, is within oneself. Conflict exists in child-
hood and maturity ; but as the endopsychic conflict of an adult cannot
have a retrospective effect on his own childhood, and as on the other

hand the experiences of childhood affect all one’s later life, Adler and

his followers place great stress on the early life of the child. The Freu-
dians also place supreme importance on infancy and childhood—as a
matter of fact here Adler has followed Freud. As things now stand,
however, the findings of Adler offer clearer—we do not say fuller—
guidance to educationists—parents, teachers, and social welfare workers
—than those of Freud, especially because the importance of even sex
has been recognized by Adler and other Individual Psychologists when
they discuss the manifold difficulties of the child’s adjustment to his
material and social environment in the home and the school and out-
side,

* Where I use the word sex the original has sin and iniquity; but traditionally
this refers to a sexual offence of King David in ancient Palestine, .

W
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The psychology of Adler may be called the psychology of good cheer
and hope. If there is any school of psychology which repeats more
than others the importance and solemnity of these words of Jesus Christ,
fi is Individual Psychology :

“ Whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,
Shall be in danger of the council;

And whosoever shall say, Thou foo],

Shall be in danger of hell fire.”

The c¢hild should be given hope, faith and courage to mect his world;
for the discouraged child makes himself and others unhappy. As
Adler says in The Education of Children: “An educator’s most im-
portant taslk—one might almest say his holy duty—is to see to it that
no child is discouraged at school, and that a child who enters school
‘already discouraged regains his confidence in himself through his school

. 1
" and his teacher.””*:

The discouragement of the child may be due to one or more of such
factors as :—an organ inferiority such as spinal curvature, disproportion
or weakness of one of the limbs, innate disorder in the respiratory or
circulatory system; intellectual backwardness or frequent change of
schools or teachers; constitutional defects in the endocrine glands;
ugliness, over-strict or indulgent attitudes of parents and other elder
members of the family ; the feeling of the child that he is unwanted or
that some other member of the family is preferred to himself. Much
may be said to explain or illustrate the origin of these adverse factors;
but one does not intend to dwell on them in this place except to point
out that some of these factors may not exist in fact and the child only

» " fancies that they do. Neverthless it is important to recognise that in

”
i

- self much on its behalf.

go far as he believes that they are present within him, they are operative
within him. We shall now pass on to consider some of the manifesta-
tions and results of the feeling of discouragements in the child.

The first, and perhaps most common, trait of discouragement is the
tendency to be self-centred in. one’s conduct and attitude. The more
handicapped a child is—or feels he is, which very often comes practi-
cally to the same thing—the more he tries to make up for the defect by
trying to get attention centred on himself. He does not feel interested
in the give-and-take of life as more normal people do; for, he believes
that as the world has not been over-kind to him he need not exert him-
This self-centred character of the discouraged
and dissatisfied individuals and their tendency to ignore their solidarity

“with the community, may express itself in a number of ways.

* Adler: The Education of Children, Ch. V.
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One big group of characteristics can be said to be neurotic symp-
toms. Therc are people who fall ill with asthma, diarrhoea, or inability
to eat; who cannot sleep soundly for long hours; who feel compelled

10 do things which they themselves consider to be unreasonable; who -
. I
have nervous headaches and frequently run a high temperature ; who

stammer in their speech. When such functional irregularities are not
caused by organic or toxic disorders and do not yield to skilled medical
treatment, they are said to be of psychogenic origin. Such symptoms
and their treatment are best left tc mental experts in the line.

As regards the milder and more common irregularities of behaviour,
we may easily distinguish two comprehensive types. The first may
be called the aggressive type. This includes such behaviour traits
as quarrelling, bullying, strutting and boisterousness, and efforts to
always work for conspicuous positions and leadership. The person

«oncerned is very conscious of a sense of incompetence and inferioriity. -

Perhaps he is frequently lectured to by his parents and teachers, or is
nagged and criticized constantly. Or he comes from a poor family and
finds that he cannot have many of the amenities that his class-mates and
play-fellows from better classhomes command. May be, he experiences
dynamic sex urges with him, which he can neither control nor regulate.
The upshot of such experiences is that an individual feels quite unequal
to meet the demands made of him by himself and by others. This con-
flict is manifested in numerous ways, some of which are indicated above.
Stealing money or articles of focd or attire is still another expression
of an internal conflict. It may be that the youngster concerned does
not require what he steals for himself ; but sometimes he wants to show
by this means that he is capable of personal initiative, and sometimes
he wants to share with those who associate with him—and thus makes
it clear to himself and others that he too is worthy of recognition.
Another aggressive trait of an abiding sense of inferiority is truancy—
to run away from the home or from the school as a protest against the
0o heavy demands made on one by those in authority.

Numerous characteristics of the discouraged child belong to what
may be called a retiring type. They can be gathered in plenty from
the home, the play-ground and the school. Timid children try to get

attention centred on them in their own artful ways. They are irregu-

lar in their eating and evacuating habits. They want to be coaxed to
eat, and have punctilious tastes. In the matter of evacuation, they show

what the Psycho-analysts call anal characteristics of sex-life. ie. re-

taining the bowel contents or on the other hand, exhibiting inadequate
control over the sphincter muscles. An unwillingness to go to bed
bespeaks desire on the part of the youngster to be coddled by the
mother ; the same explanation may be given for waking up in the night

-
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or for bed-wetting, If the child is wanting in confidence in meeting
others, he may show it by unwillingness to go to school ; and even when
he goes, he is often late there. Losing books or throwing them so care-
lessly as to make it hard to discover them again, forgetting to do at
home what was required at school, unwillingness to join others in their
games and the sense of depression in case of a defeat—all these are
unmistaken signs of the emotionsal strain which a discouraged child
undergoes within himself,

The discouraged child shows his weakness in his attitude to work.
He seems not much interested in his work ; and where he begins a job
with great earnestness and enthusiasm, he tires of it very scon. He
starts another piece of work, and leaves off that too unfinished. He is
sometimes called lazy, and even his laziness is a means to get recogni-
tion—recogniticn which others pet through hard work. When he is
lazy, cthers speak of him and urge him to exert himself. There is some
satisfaction in being noticed, if not for something admirable, at least for
the absence of something. If the lazy people do something creditable, -
they get more credit for it than others who always deserve it. Pgople
will say, or they themselves can feel: With so little work, this much
was done : “ They content themselves " as Adler points out, *“ with the
recognition that they could accomplish everything if only they were
not lazy. This is balm for the ego of the child who has too little confi-
dence in himself. It is substitute for success, not only in the case of
children, but for adults as well. This fallacious if-sentence, ‘If I were
not laze, what couldn’t I do 7 * quiets their feeling of having failed.””

The discouraged child is unable to meet strangers, adults and even
children, with a bold face. This difficulty of locking others in the face
is not necessarily a sign of some piece of wickedness perpetuéted by the
timid ; it rather indicates a lack of self confidence. The child whose
parents are either timid or unwilling for some reason to meet strangers
is likely to be timid. This may be traced by some people
to biological heredity; social heredity however is quite ade-
quate to account for the infection of timidity that affects children of
timid or nervous parents. In their social intercourse as well as in their
work, the timid people are more occupied with the difficulties that they

-are likely to meet than with the actual situation itself. In other words,

they are unable to face the world objectively, their subjective experi-
ence always are in the fore. Those grown-up persons who are re-
markably self-conscious in their work and social relations, show that
they have not attained to sufficient psychological maturity ; for, one of
the clear indications of maturity is the capacity to have an objective
view in dealing with the world.

3
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How can we help the child to face the world with a sense of compe-
tence ? The first thing that we should recognize, and we cannot over-
emphasize this point, is that the discouraged child cannot be helped
forward by punishment and nagging. Punishment aggravates the trou-
ble. We do not say that punishment has no place in the moral and
social development of the child. But where the unsatisfactory reaction
of an individual to a situation is due to fear and discouragement, punish-
ment and nagging and shouting by the father or the teacher or any one
else in authority is sure to aggravate the trouble by which one is irri-
tated. Nay, punishment under such circumstances is unjust and is al-
most criminal. Instead of helping the offender, such a fault-finding
attitude discourages the child still further, and makes his life-problem
harder for him to solve. On the other hand, to do the work for the
child which he should himself do is also no solution; for, the more the
grown-up does any thing for the child which he can himself do, the
more he submits him to the temptation of depending on others. What
we can do for the child is to appreciate the progress he makes, and to

" encourage him to forge ahead on his own behalf. Let the child be
encouraged to do something for himself. He need not be given the
impression that there are no difficulties in his way, or that all ditficul-
ties can easily be overcome as soon as one makes up one’s mind. On
the other hand we should help him to realize that similar difficulties
are faced with courage by many others; that they make progress in so
far as they do not give up the task when it is difficult; and that what
others do he also can do if he goes ahead with hope and courage.

The results of years of failure and discouragement cannot be recti-
fied and made good in a day or a week. Re-educators-parents, teachers
and others who are keen on reclaiming the discouraged child with new
hope and courage—must themselves have faith, hcpe, tact and long-
suffering patience in abundant measure. They should be patient even
in the face of repeated failures. If they react to nervousness and dis-
couragement on the part of the child with nervousness and impatience
on their own part, they cannot be of much use to their wards. They
must have what one of the foremost thinkers of the world regarded as

the cardinal virtues: faith, hope, and love. And the greatest of these.
is love, as without love, faith and hope will be subject to a heavy strain. |

Love alone without discretion, tact and knowledge cannot be of much
use ; but where these obtain, love never faileth. It may sometimes be
that one cannot see everything accomplished, as one wanted to;
nevertheless, the effort is worth making. Even when there is no per-
fection, there is bound to be much progress; and it is the glory of man,
in Carlyle’'s words, to make two blades grow where there used to be
only one. ’

A REVISED INDIVIDUAL PLAN OF TEACHING ENGLISH

BY

S. NATESAN,
Asst. Sir. M. CT. M. C. H., School.

Introduction.

In these days there is a clamour for a change in our methods of
teaching. I do not, however, propose here to discuss the merits and
defects of this or that system. My purpose will be served by merely
giving a report of how I have worked out a plan of teaching English in
my class. If I have failed, I plead that I have been honest; if I have
succeeded, I beg that others may also share with me the joy of having
got a better plan.

Motive for change.

Many critics of the present method of teachirg have charged us with
making parasites of boys, for they see no sign of any boy learning him-
self. To meet this eriticism I proposed that boys may be made to learn
themselves some lessons in English. My headmaster expressed deep
concern and wanted to be assured that no serious damage would be
caused should this plan fail. Many parents of this locality were
sincerely against this plan of teaching. So I was content with a small
beginning. v

Nature of Assignments.

I prepared assignments only on four easy lessons. I spent con-
siderable thought over the nature of the assignments. I locked into the
various assignments I could lay my hands on, to discover the plan under-
lying thex,n. Some were difficult; some casy. Each type of questions
has a merit of its own with a defeet as well. At length it struck me that

- the questions easy or difficult should be a measure of and an aid to the

boys’ understanding. I prepared the questions accordingly.

Working of the plan in other schools.

At the outset, I was aware that many schools had tried this plan
and given it up. Some schools continue it but with such modifications
as betray a confession of their failure. I was therefore anxious that I
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should not tread on their track. Hence I set about enquiring into the
main defects that led to their failure.

Copying Prevented.

Although, I am inclined to believe that the assignments of other
schools, defective as they were in some cases, did not really lead to their
failure, still as I have stated above I bestowed my best attention over
the nature of the assignments. The chief defect in the working out of
the plan in other schools was that it could not.effectively check copying.
I therefore resolved not to allow'my boys to carry home their note-books
or assignments. Again boys doing the same assignments at the same
time were few in number and as they sat scattered in the class, there
was no chance of copying. Boys were not allowed to know how work
was being assigned to them so that none cherished any hope of copy-
ing. Some boys did note their questions, learnt their answers at home,
and wrote them down in the class; but as they made some mistake or
other which, even with the help they got at home, they cquld not rectify,
they soon learnt that they should learn for themselves ; while few other
boys who did repeat correctly what they had learnt at home were easily
found out and dealt with.

Keeping boys Engaged.

Another serious draw-back in the working of the plan in other
schools was that it failed to keep the boys engaged all the fortyfive
minutes of the period. I had no difficulty at all in introducing a device
to keep the boys engaged. I simply multiplied the note-books that a
boy might use. After finishing one assignment, the boy took another
note-book and did his second assignment in it. In this way he was
allowed to do any number of assignments in a period. There were other
minor drawbacks which I could not discover but which came to my
notice in the course of my working out the plan What they are and
how they were removed will be evident from the perusal of the whole
‘report.

%

The individual boy reckoned.

The above draw-backs, serious as they are, do not really speak
against the system. But there is one aspect of the question over which
no school, as far as my information goes, has bestowed any serious
thought. It is the most important aspect of the question. We have all
along been considering the boy as one belonging to a class so much that
we forget he has an individuality of his own. It has been recognised
universally that the measure of success a system achieves corresponds
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to the extent to which it is based on the tastes and attainments of the
individual boy. To me it seemed that the library is the best field where
greatest scope can be given to boys to develop along their own lines.
Hence I devoted myself to the sctting up of a library.

Library Assignments.

The selection of books for the library, the nature of assignments
thereon, and the manner of issuing them to the hoys were based on the
results of my work during the past years. The topic I have on hand
does not give me room for an elaborate narration of their details.

The actual Working of the System.

I set apart one period a week for work on library assignments, and
four periods for those on texts. Roys who finished assignments on texts
were required to perfect their assignments on library books. Now a
word about the correction of mistakes which also has a technique of its
own. In the assignments on texts defective answers were shown by an
interrogation mark, while a dot in the margin indicated some mistake of
grammar or spelling in that line on which the dot was placed. When
the corrections were done a tick on those marks were made. In the
assignments on library books the mistaken portion was underlined.
The boys had to look into their work again, note the mistakes and make
the corrections themselves. Except in the case of assignments on library
books no boy was allowed to proceed to the next assignment, unless he
had done the previous one without a mistake. The other ‘five periods
I employed in teaching by the usual method obtaining to-day.

Teacher’'s Work.

Every day, I went through five bundles of note-books, noted the
slack boys and determined the manner of setting them aright. All this
took me not less than five hours a day. All methods are to be discard-
ed as useless, which involve great labour. But strange to say the
thought of giving it up never once entered my mind. I then held that
no labour is too great if it bears best fruits. I was also convinced that
the principles on which the system was hased were very sound and that
if it did not work well, there were some mistakes in the execution of it.
I set to discover them and, thank God, I found them and effected the
necessary changes for the smooth working of the plan.

A Short Digression,

I beg to be pardoned for the slight digression I am making here. I
feel that I would be ungrateful if I did not mention two incidents which
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I take as an indication from Providence. On the first day two boys did
apparently no work at all. They were called upon to explain and they
answered “ Sir, We read the four lessons over and over, to find out on
what lessons the assignments were based.” I felt much over joyed, for
I had framed my questions solely with a view to stimulate intelligent
reading. The other incident is this. One of the senior assistants while
inspecting the note-books made a biting remark “ This is a slow process
which will end no-where,” 1 took the remark and thereafter made out
neatly the corrections myself asking, however, the boys to rewrite their
work. What was my surprise the next night when I found that not one of
them was correctly rewritten, and what. was more, only that portion
which they had learnt themsclves was correctly done !

Failure of the First course Work.

Almost two months had elapsed. Not one boy had done a single
assignment on texts. The number of slack boys was never below 20
and those who needed my help always exceeded 16. Many boys had to wait
for days to get my assistance. I could well have pleaded that two months
is too short a period for an opinion to be formed on the working- »f
any new plan. I could also have easily advanced an explanation that as
about 30 boys were unfit even for the lower class they could never be
expected to do any assignment on the text at all. At the same time I
could have maintained the soundness of the system by pointing to their
progress in library assignments. I neither pleaded want of time nor
advanced the low standard of the boys as an explanation. For I felt
that, when I took away the large beam from my own eyes, I had no need
of detecting the tiny moat in others. ’

Boys not prepared for the Coming Exami: mtwn

Lessons on which assignments had been set were not done as the
boys had not finished assignments. With only 5 periods on hand, the
other periods having been devoted to assignments, I could not efficient-
ly teach the other portions in English set for the term. It was certain
that my boys would be docmed in the coming examinations. 1 was
therefore anxious that I should not only prevent the recurrence of the
mistake but do something as well to make up the loss which my boys
had sustained during the first course.

Principles guiding work of the Second Course.

I refused to be nervous or to act in despair. The aésignments on
library work clearly showed me the usefulness of the system. On the
other hand, the results of oral teaching by the usual method were fruit-

-

A REVISED INDIVIDUAL PLAN OF TEACHING ENGLISH 453

* less. It took 8 periods for the boys to master a lesson. The assign-

ments on the texts too had not produced any good result. I set about
thinking. The usefulness of the library work must be retained ; oral
teaching must be made more efficient ; the defects in the assignments on
texts must be removed. And I must prepare my boys for the half
yearly examinations, and that means I must devise some means of teach-
ing in one term the portion to be covered in two.

Library plan diluted.

I decided to drop the assignments on library work ; for I wanted my
boys to concentrate their entire attention on their texts as the examina-
tion wolf was scaring me. I was reluctant, however, to give up the
fruits of library work. It is the life-blood of the plan. I therefore re-
modelled the class library. 4C0 books were selected, grouped into four
sets and issued. At the end of the week, I looked into the issue regis~
ters to ascertain how far the hbnry had heen used. No inducement
need be offered to boys for xeadmg so long as the library consists of
books which are understood on the first reading and which contain
interesting matter. So setting up a popular library did not present me

any serious difficulty.
|

Oral Teaching Concentrated.

I made a change in the method of oral teaching. Intelligent read-
ing increases the pupils’ knowledge and power of expression without
any conscious effort on their part. And reading and’ understanding
go together. The understanding makes reading easy and quick. Vast
reading in turn intensifies understanding. So I planned that one half of
the period should be spent on reading while the other half was spent on
questions on subject matter. I have much to speak for this method and
on the manner of carrying it out. Let me defer this topic to some other
occasion.

Friction removed.

The defects in the assignments on texts remain to be wiped off. I
gathered all the questions which remained unanswered and over which
considerable time had been spent by boys. They were not included in
the next set of assignments. I also allowed the boys to proceed to next
assignments even if one or two questions remained unanswered. As
regards assigments on general English, much against my will, I follow-
ed the usual practice of making the corrections and asking the boys to
rewrite, for I wanted to show thai I also had done the minimum of com-
position work,
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Result of work in the Second Course.

These changes had the desired effect. The number. of slack boys
fell from 23 to 12. The library continued to be popular; though with
the withdrawal of inducements to reading, the average number of boys
daily using the library was a little less. ' The number of boys who needed
my assistance also fell. Those boys were not kept waiting. They got
my help, the moment they needed it. The average number of assign-
ments each boy did du::ing a week was steadily increasing. I had
immense satisfaction which eased my strain. About this time I began
issuing weekly progress reports to parents which indirectly increased
the efficiency of the boys’ work.

,

NP - —

Sense of dutiy reckons no pain.

By the first of December I had finished my work. I began to bestow
thought upon my work during the third course. Somehow, in and out
of season this remark was dinned into my ears. “Yours is no method.
The ordinary teacher cannot work it. Cast it to the winds.” Can any
one work this system without the least strain ? My 'heart answered
¢yes’, but the brain “No.” I tried in vain to solve this puzzle. Then
I had my own solace. “Am la misssionary 7 I must do my best for
the boys under my care. Why should I think that I am evolving a new
plan which must be a model for others? It is sheer nonsense” In
this way I said to myself and brought my mind back to the question on
hand.

Library Work Restored.

I have already stated that the examination wolf scared me, and
made me dilute my plan. Now that the wolf had bzen stabbed, I began ;
to set the machine and make it work at its full speed. As I have found
that the library is the best field where boys can practise their games
freely and improve, 1 resolved to have the library assignments increas-
ed and to give scope for daily work on them, having picked up confi-
dence.

Freedom for Boys.

I proposed to give up prose-teaching altogether. I set assignments
on all the lessons to be done for the term. Providence gave me light,

and I hit upon two important changes. The first was to give full free- .

dom for the boys to choose and do the assignments of their liking. This
will doubtless ensure greater individual treatment. The second change
was in the mode of correction of the boys’ work. I had been giving all
along very serious attention to this particular aspect of the question, but

}

f
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I could not make any headway as I was Ipreoccupied with other import-
ant problems. The mother feels most glad when she sees her child fall
while learning to walk, or hears it prattle while learning to talk. Does
she rebuke her child and correct its mistake ? And does not the child
learn to talk and walk? Why should we not, like the mother, enjoy
our boys committing mistakes ? We commit a great error in thinking
that the mistakes retard the boys’ progress and they should be checked
?hen and there. The child learns in spite of its mistakes. While learn-
ing it requires none to teach it. Men walk and talk. The child observes
them and learns. Let our boys also learn like those children. Daily
make them observe the language of elderly men, and learn for them-
‘selves. Do not be afraid of their mistakes. So I decided to ignore 8090
of the mistakes the boys committed. ‘ /

Mode of Correction.

But all mistakes were not left uncorrected. The mistakes were clas.
§iﬁed, as spelling mistakes, mistakes in ideas, mistakes in arrangement of
ideas, etc. Only one class of mistake was attended to at a time; the .
other classes of mistakes were ignored. For example an exercise i’s set
asking the boy to develop a story out of certain hints given. I gave him
full credit if his story corresponded with the hints; I ignored his mis-
takes in spelling, etc.. It must not be supposed that I ignored correct
expression. There too assignments were set and in those works I insist-
ed on correct expression, though I ignored wrong understanding.

Result of Third Course Work.

The last course work has fully justified my hopes and the various
modifications I made there and then. The number of boys that wrote
less than 2% pages a day was only four or five. And even these four or
five boys had not been idle but had been busy perfecting their work.
The number of boys that needed my help was almost nil. More than
three times the minimum work expected of them was turned out.
God took pity on me and lessened my strain. The time that I had to
spend did not exceed two hours a day. The tone of the boys' work has
considerably improved.

Conclusion.

These facts speak for the system. I-do not deny that this method
demands much work from the teacher; but I.cannot concede that the
present teaching method is less taxing. It is too early for me to claim
far-reaching results for this method, but I can claim that this system

takes into account the individual boy more than any other.
4 :



SELECTION OF TEXT-BOOK
Possible Criteria

By

\
§

Dz, G. S. Krrsuxavya, M.A., Pa.D.
Vice-Principal, Teachers’-‘Co'Llege, Kolhapur.

Multiplicity of text-books there certainly is. But why ? Not only

because in every subject knowledge is increasing ; not only because big
text-book companies and influential writers want to compete for the

“valuable school book market; but because quite often authors and .

teachers have an individual point of view regarding the relative import-
ance of the various topics and the best method of presenting ‘each. In
this wide and democratic world there is evidently room fpr honest

differences of opinion. If all the text-books professed the same aims

and purposes, agreed as to the organisation of the material, placed the
different items in the same order, employed vocabulary that was equi-
valent and allotted the same amount of space to similar topics, there

would be no individuality, no improvement and no problem! One’s.

choice would then be determined merely by such considerations as
cost, binding and colour of cover. But in view of the presence of a
perplexing variety of books each possessing distinctive qualifications,
that is not now conceivable. A selection has got to be made, a selection
from amongst books prepared to meet the requirements of the pres-
cribed syllabus. Thus we escape the evils of the unrestricted freedom
and state inspired uniformity. :

If the pernicious activity of unscrupulous publishers is to come to
an end, and if school men are not to be accused of lacking irreproachable
standards of selection, the evaluation of text books must be placed on
as scientific a basis as possible. The prestige of the author or of the
publisher, the general appearance of the book or its already extensive
use and other considerations not relevant to the.intrinsic value of the
contents, it must be admitted, have all too often influenced the action
of the adopting body. The disease however is not beyond cure. The
following criteria are suggested as some that might. usefully be applied
by the profession and therefore by the trade, for assessing the suita-
‘hility of different texi-books. :

N

#t

&
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Factors Involved

Material : A text-bock contains a condensed treatment of the
fundamentals of a subject. In addition its data should be up-to-date. It
should take into account recent changes and modern researches. The
scholarly nature of the material should be both endorsed and apparent.
A good book will give a graphic impression of the whole field, for the
selection and treatment of its contents will be such as to make the essen-
tials stand out.

Organization: The text-book being a compact arrangement of
oducational material, much of its value will depend on how the signifi-
cant facts are put to-gether. The different bits of information should
be grouped as units and these units should be inter-rglated and have a
definite relation to the whole. The titles and sub-titles indicate these
relations. It is this close relation which makes for natural progress
from lesson to lesson. The impression of definiteness and business like
approach also is essential. When the problem or the purpose is stated
at the outset, when there is an emphasis on the ‘mile stones’ of the
subject, and when there are pericdical and concluding synopses, econo-
mical mastery of the main facts and processes is made possible. Further,
a well organized text-book will evidence a sense of proportion. This
is important for otherwise the relavant pages of matter will be too many
to be done in the time prescribed for the unit. There must be a proper
division and gradation of materials and difficulty to suit ability and
interest, with something new for each new stage.

Logical vs. Psychological

Appeal to children: Since books are meant for children the test
of their efficiency must be their adjustment to the child’s needs, tastes
and talents. For one thing the logical treatment of the encyclopaedic
expert can no longer be tolerated. Each new phase should be develop-
ed whenever possible, as growing out of the wantis, interests, experiences
of the child. A text bock is valuable to the extent to which its material
is presented in life terms. Such a psychological approach enables a
pupil to realize that school lessons concern his own life, and therefore
guarantees interest and attention. Besides linking book learning with
life, personal and local, the modern author introduces features which
appeal to children. An attractive exterior, a striking page arrange-
ment, illustrative material usually based on action, picturesque titles

-for chapters and sections, stories, games and other play way devices,

graphical or diagrammatic representation of abstractions, a presenta-
tion characterised by directness, concreteness and resourcefulness, these
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and an attempt to give pre-views of each new stage and reviews at the
end, are marks of a good text-book.

Style : It should not be necessary to point out that children’s books
should be written in a style that is simple, dramatic, picturesque and
intimate. If in vocabulary and in construction the language is not grad-
ed and attractive, children get a dislike for the text-book and for the
subject. It must be recognised that writing that will appeal to children
requires special talent.

Visual Appeal

Hlustrations: The eye-way to the mind is the most potent.
Realizing this the expert writer includes illustrations .that tend in size,
character and distribution not only to indicate the significance of the
passages but to aid comprehension. Charts, tables, graphs, diagrams
and pictures make abstract matters intelligible and interesting. A good
text should have illustrations that in colour, design and composition
satisfy the recognized canons of art.

Teaching aids: Helps both for teaching and learning thn subject
are to be expected from a scientifically framed text-book. Most of. nur
teachers have not had the necessary training to fit them to teach, Many
of our teachers are inexperienced. A large number have a very meagre
educational background. For all such the text-book makes teaching
possible. If they are bad with all the assistance that a text-book can
give them, their plight without it might more easily be imagined than

described ! The teacher should get in the introduction a review of the

best studies on which the treatment is based and some directions as to
how the book can be handled best. A list of helpful books bearing on

the subject in hand is to be expected at the end of each chapter or at’

the end of the book. Topic headings, points to be noticed in the beginn-
ing, enumeration of vital points at the close, questions, exercises and
practical applications in the 'form of things to remember, things to do,
things to read and things to think about, a comprehensive index, pic-
tures, maps and sketches, these are all of help to pupil and teacher

and should be supplied. The aim here should always be to make the

pupil and the teacher progressively independent.

Mechanical make up: Is the book attractive ? Will it stand the
wear and tear of daily use ? Are the type, paper and page arrange-
ment well adapted to the particular grade for which the book is intended.
Is the book convenient to handle and to carry ? What about its size
and weight, and the flexibility of its binding ? These are some of the
questions to be kept in mind while assessmg the book from the point
of view of its get-up.
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Safety in Numbers

Cost: Although it is a fact that studies have shown that the cost
of text-books is insignificant in comparison to the total cost of keeping
a child in school, there is no reason why that item should be larger than
necessary. Fortunately because of the competition in the market, many
good books are available at prices which leave only a reasonable margin
of profit. The price is a factor but economy must not mean that an
inferior book may be selected. Adopting bodies must see that the
price is as low as elsewhere for the same type of work and production.
In this connection it is worth while to remember that some states of North
America have found state publications are not necessarily cheap or
efficient, If the pupil pays a smaller price, his father meets the dif-
ference as a tax-payer

The Score Card in U.S.A.

The National Society for tht Study of Education in U.S.A. reports
in its Thirtieth Year Book the successful use of a Score card for the
evaluation and selection of text-books. It is believed that this will
make the task less personal. Such devices are employed for evaluating
libraries, buildings, health conditions. Hére in India marks are assign-
ed in a similar way for practice teachers lessons or a candidate’s per-
formance at an elocution contest. The main factors in the case of the
latter, for example, may briefly be said to be Thought-Treatment—
Delivery-~Response. Each of these is weighted and assessed on that
basis. The total number of marks indicate the orator’s standing. So
in the case of the text-book the items mentioned above or others similar
might constitute the main heads with appropriate sub-heads and supple-
mentary points—under which it is to be judged. The first thing to
determine is the basis of evaluation and the next the weightage for each
head in the light of a certain total number of points. Needless to say,
each subject will have some items peculiar to it, and these must be
determined in advance.

Briefly then the text-book is a tool, a tool by which knowledge is
received and understanding developed. It is so arranged that under
skilful direction the pupil is able to glean at least an elementary ac-
quaintance with the subject. Wherein is one book better than another?
The standards set forth here might help at least to the extent of sug-
gesting others even better and more practicable. A final answer has

yvet to be worked out and awaits experience.



A GOOD SCHOOLMASTER

(These “ requisites of a good schoolmaste.r "
were found by Mr. Salter Davies, an English
Director of i Education, at Aitchison College,
which is a \secondaryfschool for the sons of
chiefs and Maharajahs, formerly known as
Chiefs’ College, Lahore; India.)

Studies the work of to-morrow, to-day and
his profession always. . .

Is never satisfied, never sarcastic, never in
"despair.

Is ready to change his methods at ény
moment, his principles neyer. .

Recognizes a full education as many-sided

and values all equally. B
Observes the three laws of learning :—

" That a boy learns only :—
(a) by desire before;
(b) by repetition during;
(c) by satisfaction after.

Values discipline only which persists in his
absence, :
Knows that a boy cannot be taught to d

right unless he be free to do wrong.

Is a leader, not a driver.

Works to make himself more and more un-
necessary to his pupils. : .

Does not do his pupils’ work for them.

Asks few questions and stimulates many.

Uses what his pupils want to do, in order
to teach them what he wants to teach.

Teaches one thing in such a way that his
pupils learn several. '

Manoeuvres so that his pupils’ activities are
as much as possible a preparation for after-
school life.

Does not avoid drills and drudgery, but
makes his pupils look forward to the goal
beyond them.

Preaches only a little but practises much.

b

-
" FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

THE SALEM DISTRICT TEACHERS' GUILD

The Salem District Teachers’ Guild is registered under the Societies Registra-
tion Act XXI of 1860 on the 14th October 1939.

THE TANJORE DISTRICT TEACHERS' GUILD

A meeting of the Guild was held on 24—9—39 at the Town High School, Kum-
bakonam. Sri. V. Guruswami Sastrigal, B.A., L.T., presided on the occasion.

There was a good gathering of members.

Rao Sahib Sri. R.

Swaminatha

Ayyar, B.A., L.T., Retired Headmaster, welcomed the members on behalf of the
Educational Society, Kumbakonam.

Sri. K. S. Krishnaswami Ayyengar, B.A., L.T., Headmaster, Banadurai High
School, Kumbakonam, initiated the discussion on Teachers and Elections. After a

 good discussion the Guild passed suitable resolutions on the subject.

Sri. V. Raghava Ayyengar, M.A., L.T., of the Municipal High School, Maya-
varam, explained the opinion of the Executive Council of the Guild ‘regarding the

Secondary School Reorganisation.

the Guild finally carried some resolutions on the subject.

Many members spoke on the resolutions and

The Guild then appcinted a Sub-Committee to study the new Elementary
School Syllabus, the question of teaching English in Elementary Scheols, ete.

Sri. N. Kalyanarama Ayyar of Tirukattuppalli next appealed to the members
to take active interest in the Teachers’ Guild and strengthen the S.I.T.U.

Sri. S. Sundaresa Ayyar, Joint Secretary, proposed a vote of thanks to the
Educational Society, Kumbakonam, and then announced that the next meeting of
the Guild would be held at Kuttalam during the Education Week Celebrations.

MEETINGS HELD ON 24—9—39 AT KUMBAKONAM
RESOLUTIONS

1. The Guild congratulates Sri. R. Swaminatha Ayyar, B.A., L.T., upon the
conferment on him:by the Government of the title of Rao Saheb in recognition of
meritorious services in the cause of Education in the District.

2. The Guild hereby requests the Government that, in view of the fact that
there are a large number of High Schools in the District from which hundreds
of eligible candidates seek admission to Colleges every year, steps may be imme-
diately taken to improve the Government College at Kumbakonam in such a way

as to make it more attractive by introducing varied courses of

to-date lines,

District.

studies on wup-

so that the students of the District may be induced to seek its portals
for their college education in preference to other Colleges situated outside the

3. () The Guild is of opinion that in a'll proposals of the: Government

vitally affecting the status, rights and privileges of the teachers,

the Government

must consult the profession and invite criticism before promulgations of them in
the shape of executive orders.
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(b) That, so long as teachers in institutions receiving grants-in-aid do
not enjoy all the privileges of those under Government and Local Bodies, it is un-
. fair that they should be classified as ‘public servants’ and be subjected to res-
trictions on the privileges and rights they had so far enjoyed in the matter of
their standing for elections to legislative bedies and local boards. ‘

(¢) That, until the teachers in aided’ institutions come to enjoy the same
service conditions as teachers under local bodies and under Government, they
should continue to have the right to stand as candidates for election to the legis-
lative and local ‘boards with the permission of the management provided, how-
ever, they resign their appointment when they get elected to legislative bodies.

(d) The Guild being a non-political body is not interested in party poli-
tics. It is against teachers acting as canvassing agents or supporting parties during
elections.

(e) The G. O. may be cancelled or so amended as not to deprive the legis-
lature or local bodies of the non-official educational opinion on educational topics.

() So long as a teacher does his work at School with efficiency, to the .satis-
faction of the management and in the best interests of the pupils and does not
entangle himself in party politics of which the management js the best judge,
it is not proper for the Government to curtail the rights of teachers or interfere
with the discretion of the management. / '

(The foregoing resolutions apply only to Schools receiving Grant-in aid
from Government).

(g) The Guild will welcome a G.O. prohibiting Presidents, Chairmen, and
Members of Local Boards and of the members of the governing bodies of edu-
cational institutions from exercising any influence direct or indirect, upon the
teachers employed in their - institution to canvass for them during elections or
record their votes in favour of particular candidates.

4. This meeting of the Guild desires to impress on the Government that all
reforms and reorganization of the Educational system will be ineffective unless
and until service conditions and security of tenure of teachers are well-assured
and therefore requests the Secondary Educational Reorganization Conference to
consider the ways and means for securing the same.

THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS’ UNION
. PROTECTION FUND,

Circular Letter.

Dear Friend,

The New Insurance Act (1938) has comes into
force from the 1st of July 1839. Every Company
doing Insurance business is required to get itself
registered under the Insurance Act,

Our Fund which has not been till now regarded
as an Insurance Company is now considered by the
Government of India as an Insurance Company. It
is, therefore, obligatory on our Fund to comply
with the provisions of the Insurance Act. The pro-
visions of the Act with regard to finance can,
fortunately, be easily complied with, But we must
first get ourselves registered under the Indian
Companies Act and for this, according to our Rules,
a General Body Meeting should take place. Hence an
Extraordinary meeting of the General Body is sum-
moned giving 30 days® notice.

The Board assures that this reorganisation is
in the best interests of the Members.

Pending registration of the Fund under the
Insurance Act (1938), 211 amounts receivsd on or
after 1st October 1939, are to be kept under Sus-
pense Account and will be credited to proper heads
of accounts as soon as registration is effected.,

(By order of the Board of Management),

520, HighRoad,| Yours sincerely,
Triplicane V.
riplicans, | , SRINIVASAN,

Hony. Secretary.
5



THE S. L T. U. PROTECTION FUND, MADRAS

NOTICE

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Fund will be held on Sunday, the
5th November 1939, at 11 A.M. in the Hindu High School, Triplicane, to decide
upon the steps to comply with the provisions of the Insurance Act of 1938.

All members are requested to be present.

520, High Road, (By order of the Board of Management)
Triplicane, " V. SRINIVASAN,
30-9-1939. ; . : Hony. Secretary.

AGENDA

~ Amendment to Rules.

Rure 3. MeMsersHIP :—Insert a new paragraph between the first and second
existing paragraphs as follows:— ¢

‘Each member shall-contribute to the Protection Fund as hereinafter

provided, and all contributors to the Protection’ Fund, shall be’

members and none others’

Rure 10. Tapurar COLUMN: 3Rp LINE, 3RD coLuMN: Delete *Nil’ and substitute
‘20
4TH LINE, 3RD COLUMN :—Delete ‘Nil’ and substitute ‘30. “

Delete the footnote and substitute: ‘Rule 19(c) provides for the addition
to these guaranteed amounts bonuses as are declared after actuarial
valuation. '

Ruie 14. Pavwment oF pues: Add the following:—

‘(g) If @ member makes default of any kind after he hus paid all subscrip-
tions and call money for a period of three conse:utive years at least,
his certificate shall not lapse by reason of non-payment of further
subscriptions, contributions and call money and shall, notwithstanding
such non-payment, be kept alive to the extert of its paid-up value,
which shall bear to the scale of benefits set forth in Rule 10 and
applicable to ¢ member who is paying his contributions without
default the same proportions as the total of the call money already
paid bears to the total of the call money payable under the certificate.

‘(h) No reinstatement, however, of a certificate on which default has taken
place shall be permitied after one year after the default.

RuLE 18, APPOINTMENT OF THE BOARD oF MANAGEMENT: —Add as the last sentence
the following:—The Board of Management means and includes Board of
Directms.’ ‘

Rure 23. Generar MEeeTiNG: Delete the last sentence in the second paragraph
and substitute the following:—'At least 30 days’ notice of every Ordinary
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General Meeting, and 15 days’ notice of every Extraordinary Gemeral
Meeting, specifying the day, place, hour, and business of the meeting, shall
be given by notice sent by post, messenger, or otherwise to the registered
address of every member.

Ruie 24. 2np Para: 3rp SeNTENCE:—Delete ‘“fifteen’ and insert ‘seven.’

Registration of the Fund under Part VIIL of the Indian Companies Act as an
unlimited Company.

Registration of the Fund under Part IV of the New Insurance Act.

Any other urgent matter brought by the Secrztary.



THE TEACHERS' BOOKSHELF

Longmans’ Study Readers. By Cyril J. Modak. Books I, II, III. (Pp. 109,
104 and 118; Prices 8 as., 10 as., 10 as.).

These readers are based on a modified form of the Dalton Plan as applied to
Language teaching. Each lesson is followed by a long assignment which includes
exercises on grammar, sentence-formation, etc. The author suggests that 9 to 10
periods should be allowed for each assignment after about 4 periods spent in
.detailed study of the piece. So about 15 periods are required to finish a lesson,
and the teacher will have to spend a considerable time with each boy and go
through the boy’s work.

~ There are 25 lessons (called ‘chapters’)—all prose—in Book I; 25 lessons,
all prose in Book II with 4 poems for recitation; and 26 lessons (including 6 poems)
in Book HI (with 6 additional poems for recitation). The lessons are well graded,
and varied, and present a living vocabulary very carefully selected. Even schools
that do not follow the Individual Werk Plan may use the book with profit. The
books may be used in Forms III, IV and V respectively.

The London One-play Books. Edited by Rodney Bennett. 1. Thumbelina, by
Cary Lamb; 2. The Christmas Scarecrows by R. K. & M. I. R. Polking-
horne. (University of London Press, Ltd., London; Agents in India,
Longmans Green & Co., Ltd. Ppp. 36. Price 6d. each).

These are nice little plays, which boys and girls would delight to act and
witness. :

The first play (in 2 Acts with 2 scenes in each Act)> is based upon Hans
Anderson’s story of the same name. A large number of children can take part
in the acting, without much strain. It is simple and spectacular.

The second (in 6 scenes) is a delightful christmas play with a moral.

Each play takes about forty minutes to act. Detailed suggestions are given
in the books regarding costumes and scenic setting.

The New Era English Readers. Primers I & II and Book I edited by the
late Mr. Champion, and Books II & III edited by Dr. J. H. Cousins.
Authors:—M. S. Sundaresvaran and A. S. Venkatram. (B. G. Paul
& Co., Madras. Pp. 80, 92, 90, 112 and 160. Prices 5 as., 6 as., 8§ as.;
10 as.; and 12 as.).

These are the 1939 editions of the very popular well got-up, and widely issued
.class books in English. The First Primer is in its 13th edition, the Second Primer
in its 9th edition, Book I in its 8th edition and Book II is the 5th reprint . .

In this series, ability to read English and ability to speak and write English
are both regarded as of equal importance, and the lessons have been framed
accordingly.  Emphasis is laid on all the 3 necessary stages in the process of
mastering a foreign tongue, viz, understanding clearly the meanings of words and
- expressions, memorising them thoroughly and practising them. Beginning with
Lesson 21 in the First Primer, each lesson is followed by a set of exercises, the
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pupils’ ability in doing which determining the pace of the work. From Book I
onwards there is a continuous, graduated and progressive scheme of Grammar
and Composition. The poetical selections too are very well chosen.

MACMILLAN’S TAMIL READERS FOR CEYLON SCHOOLS

First Tamil Book for the Lower Kindergarten. By Pereira and Doraisingam.
Parts I, II and III (Pp. 16, 20, and 24; prices 13} as., 2 as., 2 as.).

Second Tamil Book for the Upper Kindergarten. By Pereira and Doraisingam.
Parts I, IT and HI (Pp. 20, 22, and 22; price 2 as. each).

205 words are sought to be taught to the children through the first book, and
299 more words through the second book. There are 21 lessons in the First Book
and 24 lessons in the Second Book. Each lesson is divided into parts like
‘Reading of sentences’, ‘Reading of words, ‘forming of sentences from words,
‘forming of words from letters’ ‘flling up blanks, ‘drawing of figures,” etc.  The
exercises are well graded, and towards the end of the Second Book we have exer-
cises on ‘Correction of wrong Sentences.” JIn the First Book, detailed instructions
are given to Teachers as to how the books should be used; if these are followed
faithfully, good results are sure to follow. '

Lanka Readers. By Pandit Nallathambi. Book® 1. (Pp. 42; price 3% as.)
Book II (pp. 47; price 5 as.). ‘

These books, intended for the first two classes after the kindergarten stage,

are well-planned. A welcome feature is the inclusion of a large number of simple

songs and rhymes. The books are sure to become popular.
S.

Bee-Keeping and Honey Gathering. By M. Chakravarthi Nainar. (Cottage
Industries Publishing House, Kolapalur, Arni. Pp. 58 plus 6 pp. of plates. -

Price 8 as.). :

This useful book is an English rendering of the author’s Tamil work which is
now in its third edition. Bee-keeping has come to be recognised as a very lucra-
tive subsidiary cottage industry requiring very little capital investment. The
book gives practical hints to lay men interested in the subject. The educated un-
employed, especially those in our villages, would do well to go through this book.

S.

Macmillar’s Geography Books in Tamil for Ceylon Schools.
We have received the Tamil Translation of Robinson’s Food. Clothing and
Shelter Books 1 and 2, intended for schools in Ceylon.Book I has the title?Z45;,
]
@mL_rurf’, o !79”7”;: and is published in 3 separate parts (pp. 42, 44 & 42; prices
31%as.,4as. and 4as.). Book II is entitled ‘e_onray, Boani, @g"@, %‘me Zyafl
CSurs? (pp. 146; price 1las. 3ps.).
The lessons are well-planned. Each lesson is divided into 2 parts; the first
part imparts information, and the second part contains exercises—varied and in-

teresting—for the pupils to answer. The treatment of the subject is natural and
interesting. A pupil who gets his first formal lessons in geography through
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these well-printed and well-illustrated books will certainly get to like the sub-
ject. .

Macmillan’s New Story Readers: No. 10, Peroo and Spots end No. 11, Aly,
the Philosopher and the Whisker, by Swithin Roberts (48 pp. eacl}); No.
13, The Birthday and the Family Dog and No. 15, Christmas Pantomine and
the Sea Captain by Hugh Walpole (64 pp. each); No. 20, Kit goes to Bur:ma
by Mabel Dearmer (32 pp.) [Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London. Price,
paper 4d. and cloth 6d.] .

These are well-illustrated little books cuitable for library and home reading
by our pupils reading in V and VI Forms.

N(;s. 10 & 11 contain two stories each. Peroo is a brave Irzd'ian Lasca.r and
Spots is an old leopard killed by a Forest Officer. Aly, the P'rnlosopher is t}}:e
story of a practical minded commander (of a steam-roller gang in a desert) who
sets his work done somehow or other; the Whistler is the.story of a youn.g man
3vho was considered good-for-nothing but who made a mark in.life; by using his
gifts wisely. Nos. 13 and 15 are stories built round a young exg}'xt-year old boy
Jeremy; they are interesting reading, put we doubt whether Indiah boys would
take to these books as eagerly as they would to Nos. 10 and 11. No. 20 f.orms the
Gfth book of The Noah’s Ark Geography. The boy Kit attends an evemr}g part.y
got up by a Kangaroo in Australia. The function is attended by Australian afu-
mals. Then he sets off to Burma, visits her temples and teak-yards making
acquaintance with her elephants. o .

Exercises of different types appended to each book add to its usefulness.

V. S.

Maemillan’s Coloured Story Books:  No. 144, Cock-A-Doodle-Doo I; No. 15A,
The Rich Boy and the Poor Boy; No. 16A, Sandy goes in tlye train. (16 pp.
each, Price, paper 2%d., cloth-lined 315d.). :

No. 1B, Jenny and the Old Horse, and Another Old Horse; No. 13B, Jacob’s
Birthday Breakfast and the Milk-Maid (32 pp. gach. Price, paper 4%%d.,
cloth-lined 5%d.). ' ‘ .

'fhese are nice little books for children. They are attractively illustrated in

. colours, with one illustration on every alternate page. FEach book contains a list
of exercises. : »
14A deals with hen-life and relates the story of the birth of the weather-
cock. 15A is the story of two boys and seeks to teach the lesson, “If you can-
not be happy where your work is, you will never be happy anywhere else.” 16A
is the story of a boy who is out on a holiday and has his first ride in a train.

1B and 13B have two stories in each. . 1B give stories of two horses, one
well-treated and the other ill-treated. 13B relates a comedy of errors and the
familiar story of the Milkmaid who built castles in air. '

- The books are suitable for library and home reading by our pupils reading ir

Forms II and III. :
a ' V. S.
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Macmillan’s Easy Studies Series, Arithmetic—Book I (Macmillan & Co., Lid.,
.London. - Pp. 64. Price, paper 6d., cloth~lined 8d.).

This is the first bock of a series of three arithmetic books “prepared for
children in the slower streams.” This is a book of exercises covering the simple
rules of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of numbers. English
money, length and weight.

There are 35 sets of exercises, with 2 divisions in each set. Exercises 20-35
are on the same lines as exercises 1—19 though a bit harder. If a pupil works out
the exercises systematically, he is sure to have a good grounding in mathematics.

R.

“EDUCATION ”‘ (Lucknow): Reorganisation Special Number:—The Editorial
Board of Education, Lucknow, deserves to be congratulated on their having brought
out a special number of their journal dealing with Educational Reorganisation of
the province.

Our readers are aware of the fact that of all the provinces under Congress
Ministers education is receiving special attention in U.P. and C.P., more than
in other provinces. The Hon’ble the Premier of UP. in his Convocation Address
printed® in this special number refers to the various Committees appointed by
his Government to deal with the various parts of the problem simultaneously.
Of these Committees the one in charge of reorganisation of Primary and Secondary
Education has published its report. The spescial number under review contains
the main recommendations of the report, the Government order thereon and the
Premier’s speech explains the policy of the Government in the matter. These
deserve to be read along with Mr. A. S. Sinha’s review of the Educational Policy
of the Government and the Editorial comments on the scheme.

We would like to draw the special attention of our readers to two very inte-
resting articles by Mr. Brimha Swarup, President of the U.P.S.E.A., on Security
for teachers in aided-schools and on a novel scheme for transfers of
teachers among aided-schools. If the Government were to recognise their
ultimate responsibility in the matter of Education and lock upon managements of
private institutions as their colleagues and co-workers as they now do in the case
of District Boards and Municipalities, there is no reason why such transfers should
not be possible among aided-schools. Gevernment Schools, Board and Municipal .
Schools and aided-schools should be looked upon as three channels of Education
and though the Government’s financial responsibility may vary with regard to
each of these there must be the Government’s moral support and financial guarantee
for a minimum scale of salaries for teachers in all these schools, and the Grant-in-
Aid Code should be suitably amended. If that be achieved the scheme of transfer
advocated by the President can easily be effected.

There are many interesting articles on Basic Schools and the curricula of
studies in the new Basic Schools. The special number is priced eight annas and
it deserves to find a place in the book-shelf of every important educational insti-
tution and in the Library of every educational thinker of our land.

S. K. Y.
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EDITORIAL
WHAT NEXT

The Madras Legislative Assembly has met and the Resolution
moved by the Premier has been carried. The resignation of the Minis-
try is in the hands of His Excellency the Governor. We naturally
begin to ask ourselves ‘ what next’. This is not the occasion to make
a detailed reference to the work of the Ministry during the two and a
half years. There is 2 widespread genuine feeling throughout the pro-
vince that the Ministry has made sincere attempts to tackle some long-
standing problems affecting the masses and succeeded to an appreciable
extent in ameliorating their condition. Just a few days bhack the
Premier is reported to have remarked that he would desire to work
as a teacher in a Wardha school. That education is of national import-
ance requiring the careful and carnest attention of the best minds is
what is implied in the remark of the Premier. It may be that in the
field of education no measure of any great importance has been attempt-
ed so far. But the Ministry had shown that it had grit enough to find
a satisfactory solution for the knotty questions connected with the
reform of education. The Hon’ble Minister for Education had just
received the recommendations of the Secondary Education Conference
and it was hoped that the Ministry weuld be able to give a definite
shape to Secondary Education at an early date. Whatever differences
there may have been between the South India Teachers’ Union and the
Ministry in respect of the G.O. recently issued the Union has no hesita-
tion in admitting that the measures till now adopted or under contems-
plation in the'sphere of Education are in the best interests of the youth
of this province. The teaching profession therefore considers it un-
fortunate that the Ministry should have felt itself called upon to be
relieved of its responsibility for administration. Whatever may be the
outcome of this critical situation, we consider it our duty to record our
appreciation of the earnest efforts made by the Congress
Ministry towards an all-round improvement of the province. It cannot
be denied that a general feeling of satisfaction has come to prevail in
the ranks of the masses.

REORGANISATION OF EDUCATION

The Secondary Education Conference has finished its work and its
proposals with regard to the reorganisation of Secondary

Education which have not yet been officially announced are before th
6 .

~
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e,

Government. A general idea of the recommendations has, however,
appeared in the press and Teachers’ Associations have also begun to
discuss some of the proposals.. The chief point in regard to reorganisa-
tion is the principle of bifurcation in the High School stage. The
adoption of this principle must naturaily lead to a reshufiling of the
several subjects and of the time to be allotted to each. As has been said
by the Hon'ble Minister, the proposals of the Secondary Education
Conference have to be considered as a whole and it is hoped-that the
Government will be in a position to suggest a scheme acceptable’to
the public. The criticism that Sanskrit is relegated to the background
is not to be brushed aside. All are agreed that the mother tongue should

.be the medium of instruction and examination. This means that

all students should acquire a reasonable proficiency in the mother-tongue
if they should hold their own in examinations. It is, therefore, a point
for careful consideration ‘whether Sanskrit can be treated right through
as an alternative to the mother-tongue. It is, however, necessary that

the legitimate desire on the part of the pupil to study Sanskrit should ‘

have ample scope in the school programme. There is some point in the
argument that study of Sanskrit will be discouraged if it be begun at
the Fourth Form. It will not be impossibleto make some provision for
Sanskrit in the Middle School stage, if the question be viewed dis-
passionately on its own merits and with due regard to the interests of

the pupil. It may be very difficult for the Government itself to suggest .

a provision acceptable to all people and suitable for all centres since
conditions in different schools vary. The legitimate desire of parents
and pupils can be met without prejudice to other academic interests if

the Government should leave it open to the school authorities to make

such adjustments in the time-table as may be necessary. No scheme of
reorganisation can have a chance of siuccess unless schools ‘enjoy a
measure of freedom. Another criticism which has . been urged is the
heavy load in the pre-un1vers1ty course. There is a general feeling that

.seven subjects will be a heavy strain. The proposed scheme will not lose

much of its value if it should comprise the proposed five compulsory

~ subjects, and the optional group of practical subjects. Every student
. may be asked to take one technical or vocational subject in addition to

the compulsory subjects. A revision on these lines will release some
periods for redistribution; and instruction in Sanskrit whose position
in "the proposed scheme as an optional 'subject is of doubt-
ful value can be taken as an alternative to the mother-tongue.
To enable sich students to acquire proficiency in mother-tongue so
that they may not be handicapped in their school -career,

"they may be required to study along with Sanskrit mother-tongue as a

.

language for a few periods a week. While discussing reorganisation
the teaching profession has to take a comprehensive view and

~
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&= Approved for class use for schools in the Madras
Presidency. (Vide Fort. St. George Gazette, dated
2nd May 1939 and 10th October 1939.)

g5 It is the one book that treats all the topics generally included
in the “ General English” paper.

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH COMFOSITION
{ /oBY v
P. C. WREN, n.a. (Oxon.)
LATE INDIAN EDUCATIONAL SERVICE
AND
H. MARTIN, M.A., O.B.E,
PRINCIPAL, ISLAMIA COLLEGE, PESHAWAR
Eighth Edition. Pages 428. Price, Rs. 2-4.
Practical in treatment, and comprehensive in scope this book merits mtro-.
duction in all the High School classes at the first opportunity. .
Wren and Martin’s “ High School English Composion ” chal—

lenges attention, because—

(1) It is the only book of its kind that meets all the requxrements of ngh
School students.

(2) FEvery page bears marks of practical experience gained in teaching
and examining Indian students.

-(3) It eontains nothing that is not of practical use.

(4) It is a comprehensive textbook of “General English” adapted to the
requirements of High School students.

(5) It is reliable, and can be relied upon to do what it claims to achieve.

€’ The verdict is the same to- day as it was
twenty-four years ago:—*“ It is far and
away the best book of its kind.”
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—ORAL AND WRITTEN—
‘ BY
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THE CHITTOOR DISTRICT TEACHERS’ GUILD

Educational Conference ;: 18th November, 1939 |
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
By
Sri. M. S. SasHEsaN, M.A.

Madras Teachers. To Dr. Besant should be given the credit for the
idea of National Education. This might have been understood in
different senses by diflerent persons, but it should be admitted that her
jidea undoubtedly meant a radical reform of the system of education.
The Government of India has deemed it necessary to bring to the notice
of local governments the serious defects-of the present system and called
upon them to take in hand its thorough overhauling in the interest of
the country, Reorganisation of Education has been in the fore-front of
educational politics for some years past. The South India Teachers’
Union has, on behalf of the teaching profession, been constantly pressing
upon the public and the Government this momentous problem and it has
even suggested a definite line of approach. Every month, some District
Teachers’ Guild or other is holding a conference and the need for the
reorganisation of education on modern lines is being reiterated. This

. unchanging attitude of the Union and its Guilds towards reform is of

special significance at the present moment. It is a pity that the Congress
Ministry cannot escape the criticism that it relegated educational reform
to the background and showed an inclination to tinker at it.
Mr. Aryanayakam is reported to have made adverse remarks on the
attitude of the Government in regard to the Wardha Scheme. It will be
a great injustice to the teaching profession in this province if persons
of his standing should, under such circumstances, have the impression
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that the teaching profession in the province of Madras is, perhaps,
opposed to educational reorganisation. Any public man who is con-
versant with the work of the Union and its Guilds knows that teachers
in the province of Madras are for the Wardha Scheme and for the
reorganisation of higher education.

Why Reorganisation. The “why” of reorganisation is clearly

explained in the letter of the Government of India, the Communique of
the Madras»Govémme’pt, and the reports published by the South India
Teachers’ Union. The tangled world situation of today and the welfare
of ‘ The India of tomorrow ’ in the study of which the best minds of India
are engaged, point to the urgency of educational reorganisation. The
problem of unemployment has already become a theme for short stories
in several weeklies and monthlies in Indian languages. Even the
man in the street feels that a solution should be found for this un-
fortunate position. How ? The advocates of educaticnal reform are not

so simple as to imagine that educational reorganisation will create jobs..

It cannot, however, be denied that the great confusion in our social
economy is due to maladjustment and that it can be minimised appre-
ciably by suitable measures of educational reform. In considering the
educational planning in relation to unemployment, one should remember
that the educational system should be correlated as far as possible to
occupational equilibrium in the country as a whole. It should not run
counter to the tendencies of the body politic revealed by the census and
other sociological studies. Many of the critics of the Wardha Scheme
do not choose to lock beyond their nose. They can serve the cause of
education and the country better if they bear the fundamental socio-
logical basis in mind and come forward with a constructive scheme for
the education of the masses who are nowhere in the picture now.
A properly reorganised education is what is impLed in National Educa-+
tion. National education is to be understood &s the education of the
whole man and has perforce to consider the interest of the child from
four aspects: (1) The child as a learner; (2) The child as a future
citizen; (3) The child as a future worker or bread-winner ; and (4) The
child as a personality. This four-fold aim holds good with regard to all
grades of education and is a matter of importance to the child itself, to
the parent, to the society. and to the Government. The emphasis which
one may lay on the several aspects may. vary at different stages, but
an education that has to be accepted as National education can hardly
bear any fruit if it happens to ignore any of the four aspects. Hence
National education expects schools to train the pupils to become able-
. bodied, intelligent, cultured, and self-reliant individuals who can hold
their own and who can be trusted to contribute their best to the welfare
of the country. Judged by this test, the Wardha Scheme applicable to
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the whole population is undoubtedly the first important step in
National education. The Central Advisory Board of Education has con-
sidered the Wardha Scheme and the recommendations it has made for
the consideration of local governments show that the main principles of
the Wardha Scheme are sound educationally, socially, economically and
culturally. A reorganisation of higher education, Secondary and
Collegiate, is equally important for more reasons than one. The
reorganisation that is required is not a matter of inclusion of a subject
or of a revision of the syllabus or of a change in nomenclature. Real
and sound reorganisation involves a re-orientation and a new outlook
on the part of all the parties associated with the education of the child.
A good deal will, however, depend primarily upon the enthusiasm and
spirit of determination on the part of the Government to realise fully
its responsibility and adopt suitable measures from time to time. All
eves are naturally turned to the Minister for Education. What should
the Minister do ? It will perhaps simplify matters if I should tell you
what I shall do if I should become a Minister,

Existing Schools. However dissatisfied the Minister may feel with
the existing system, he will not be for throwing it overboard. He can
maintain that it has served a good purpose all these days. How far can
the existing schools be expected to bear the burden at the pre-
sent moment will have to be considered. The Minister will undertake
a survey of the existing institutions with reference to their number,
distribution, resources, equipment, and achievements. It should be his
endeavour to turn to good account as many of them as possible provided
they understand the spirit of the times and are ready to,play their part.

Management. The Minister will soon get into touch with the private
management through whose efforts education has made good progress
in our province. The official reports will have a lot to say about the
dark buildings, lack of equipment, lack of resources, and the ohjection-
able makeshifts employed to run the show. A conference will be
convened with the managers to discuss the present situation without
any reserve and evolve a plan of action in regard to the placing of
National education on a sound basis. The desire of the management
to itself run an institution on approved lines is legitimate and it will be
granted. A definite understanding with regard to adequate financial
help will be arrived at with due regard to the present and future needs.
The grant-in-aid is promised only on the condition that the management
agrees to abide by the conditions of service standardised by the Govern- .

“ment. The management will also be reguired to appoint as teachers

only persons whose names are published in the official list of qualified
persons, It shall, however, be open to a management to enjoy a good
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measure of freedom in regard to the addition of subjects for instruction,

time-table, and school days. The local bodies and municipalities that
have come in for a good deal of criticism in connection with administra-
tion of schools will be called upon to express their view as to the
application of a similar procedure in their case. It is quite likely that
scme of the institutions may be struggling or may be unable to do their
work. In some areas it will be good if schools under different manage-
ments be transferred toc one management. The possibility of
amalgamation or federation should'’be explored so that struggling or
inefficient institutions may be taken over by a public-spirited manage-
ment. A reorganisation of the managing bedies on a voluntary or mutual
consent basis will go a great way towards preventing wastage and
improving the quality of instruction through provision for better
resources and better teachers. Managers including local bodies and
municipalities, will be persuaded to constitute themselves into a Pro-
vincial Managers’ Association which the Minister should consult officially.
The managements will then feel that they have a share in the policy and
administration of education and that they should do their best for the
institutions under their control. ! , i

Parents. There is a common complaint that the parent is very
indifferent and that he is not likely to appreciate the soundness of the
proposals for the reorganisation of education. The Minister will consider
it his duty to carry the parent-public with him. Without its intelligent
co-operation the educational system will be seriously handicapped. The
Education Week will be popularised still further and the parents in the

locality will be given opportunities 16 visit the school and find out for

themselves what is being done for their children. Publicity leaflets
explaining in a popular manner, from time to time, the object of the
several educational measures and rules will be published and broadcast
by the publicity department. It will also be the duty of the Government
to take steps to convince the parent that the school education is intended
for the benefit of his children and that it will be wise on his part to con-
sult teachers and listen to their advice. Now that rural reconstruction is on
the lips of everyone, the parents in the locality may be inclined to visit
schools more often. Will it not be good if schools should function as
community centres and serve the public through radio, pictures and
entertainments ? Surely, in course of time, better understanding will
come to prevail and pave the way for properly organised Parent-Teacher
Associations. : '

The Téaching Profession. How is the Minister to set about the re‘-
organisation of the teaching profession ? Is this not a big problem ? The
Minister who has befere him valuzble official information on the condi-
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tions of service of teachers in general and of teachers in aided institutions
in particular cannot keep quiet even for a minute. It is not for him to
indulge any longer in old platitudes and exhortation. So far
as his influence can go, he will see to it that the same principles that
are in the interests of efficiency and purity taken into consideration
in respect of recruitment to public service are applied in the
matter of recruitment of teachers so that qualified persons
may not only be attracted to the profession but may think it worth-while
to stay in the profession. With the help of a small committee in which
the profession and the managsement will be represented as indicated in
a resolution of the Union adopted in connection with G. O. No. 4619, the
Minister will have the scales of salaries standardised; and recognition and
aid will depend upon the willinsness of the management to agree to the
salary schedule. The provision for old age will be improved by combin-
ing the provident fund scheme with insurance. To ensure security of
tenure of service, the circumstances under which the services of teachers
can be terminated will be specifically stated in the centract and an
aggrieved teacher can have the right of appeal. These service conditions
are improved just to relieve teachers from unnecessary worry and stimu-
late them to steady and enthusiastic work. He will now turn his atten-
tion to their equipment for the work ahead of them.

The minister may be asked if the view of our public men that the
Wardha Scheme or reorganisation scheme cannot be tried with the
existing teachers is justified. It is unnecessary for him to go into that
question. He is more anxious to act. His political friends who have
flattering notions of their own ability to work any constitution and hold
any post will soon find they have been under a misapprehension. It is
unfortunate that the politicians have not played the game. The Minis-
ter cannot fail to realise that a reorganisation scheme cannot succeed
if the teaching profession be not taken into confidence and called
upon to bhear its responsibility. He should therefore welcome the pre-
sence of a Provincial Teachers’ organisation which alone will be consi-
dered competent to represent the view of the profession to the
Government. A professional organisation which throws open its mem-
bership to all teachers throughout the province, irrespective of
orade, sex, salary, religion or language and which has numerous
local associations affiliated to it is a valuable asset and the Minister
should not go anywhere else in search of professional opinion if he means
business. It can rightly claim the right of official representation on behalf
of the profession in any ad hoc or statutory body or board appointed in
connection with education. It is the country that will lose through
denying such a risht to the organisation. A friendly and definite attitude
on the part of the Government will induce teachers in schools and
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colleges, Europeans and Indians, to join the organisation and meet freely
on a common platform to discuss educational questions. Since service
conditions: are settled for the time being, the Educational Conferences
should show more life and deal with academic matters of great import-
ance as they turn up. The Minister will be very glad to see the change
on the part of teachers from the present practice of “asking” to the
hopeful one of “giving”. Why should not this large army oft> qualified
teachers develop into a self-disciplined responsible body keen on taking
the initiati've when necessary and demonstratin;g to the public thaz
ex.penditure on public education is a worthwhile investment ? The
Minister will not exhibit “the I know your interest mentality ” which
stifles initiative on the part of teachers and induces them to prefer a life
of dependence. He is eagerly looking forward to the day when teachers
will feel that they need not make any apology for the choice
they have made. He will have no hesitation in assuring that he will

render all possible help and watch with care and sympathetic interest
the growth of the professional organisation.

Government., What is expected of the Minister in connection with

his own department when great changes are under contemplation ?
It seems to him that the Government should itself have a clear idea o;”
its educational policy and programme. What the financial implications
of the programme are will be carefully worked out and adequate provi-
sion will be made in the budget. Legislative measures and educational
»rules and codes which are necessary for co-ordinating the work of
different bodies will also be introduced in consultation with the parties

concerned. It will be found necessary hereafter to strengthen the .’

personnel on the academic side so as to build up a wholesome academic
tradition. |
(a) Training Colleges.—Reorganization of training schools and |
* colleges cannot be delayed. 1t is a pity that these have qnot made their
?nﬂuence felt so far in the sphere of education. It is an insult to them
%f public men should go on saying that the teachers needed for the work-
ing of the Wardha Scheme cannot be trained in our Province in spite of
an expenditure of about four lakhs a year on training institutions
Many questions will be constantly coming up for consi'deratior;.
Sh.ould a training college be merely a convenient expedient for servicc;
exigencies ? Why should it not become an’ active educational research
centre with specialists studying scientifically problems as they arise. The
_present state of indecision even in respect of elementary questions Iil;e the
medjum of instruction, correlation of subjects, etc., is astonishing. The
training colleges should continue to be in touch with teachers in s:chools

'anc?. help them to maintain a high standard. They should give periodi-
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cally short courses of lectures on modetn topics of ‘interest for the bene-
fit of teachers and also have a programme of teacher-in-scrvice-training.

(b) Inspectorate—Why is our present system regarded wasteful,
and lifeless ? Why should not the public be impressed with the inspect-
orate ? There is a frequent complaint that the number of officers is
not adequate. It is all the more necessary that great care should have
been taken in the matter of recruitment. WMuch is expected of inspect-
ing officers in western countries and they are regarded as philosopher,
friend, and guide. The reports of H. M. Inspectors abound in practical
suggestions of great value to teachers. No inspector can hope to com-
mand the confidence of the school authorities and the profession in our
province unless he has established his reputation as a teacher in a school.
A reorganization of the inspectorate is long overdue. The Minister can
realise there is much to be said for direct recruitment to the inspectorate
from the profession up to a certain percentage as in the case of
recruitment to the judiciary from the Bar. It is essential that the
officers should be given facilities to visit modern training institutions,
acquaint themselves with modern trends in education, and undergo a
special course fitting them for th: responsible work. It is also a matter
for consideration whether the present system of inspection itself may
not be altered. The strength of the inspecting officer should not lie
in codes and rules but in his ccmpetence to understand sympathetically
the difficulties in the class room and offer useful suggestions.

Brain-Trust. A Minister of education is constitutionally responsible

_ to the public for the administration of education. If he be a wise man, he

will not worry himself with administrative matters of no importance. 1t
should be his eager desire to look at education as a whole, to keep his
hands on the important nerve centres of the educational system and to
carry through successfully the programme. Many difficulties are sure to
arise in practice and new situations may have to be faced. He should
therefore like to have about him a liberal-minded brain-trust that can
with its experience and intimate knowledge give him proper advice. It
this brain-trust should be efficient and business-like it must not be large.
This brain-trust is the Board of Education, Ad hoc Committees cannot
be thought of when reorganisation has to be planned and
worked and when crores of rupees are to be spent. The
Board is just an advisory body consisting of the representatives of the
Managers’ Association, the South India Teachers’ Union and the Univer-
sities in South India with the Director of Public Instruction as Secretary
and the Minister as Chairman. The above mentioned bodies are direct-
ly associated with education in schools and colleges and it will be
a pleasure to the Minister to work with them. Any machinery which



482 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

brings together such representatives for the discussion of questions
will promote better understanding and secure their willing co-opera-
tion. All parties may be trusted to pull together so that the education
can make steady progress. The Minister 'who is the represen-
tative of people will be the connecting link between the public and the
Board and he will be very often in a position to adopt a line of action in
general conformity with the view of the Board and also acceptable to the
public. The reorganisation scheme will be allowed to proceed according
to programme and it will not be {frequently meddled with.
The opposition to: reorganisation which 1is noticed in some
influential quarters may be due'to a vague fear that pglitical
and party influences may begin to dominate and cause con-
fusion in the sphere of education. It may be that this fear
is baseless but yet a possibility of that kind will be avoided if a
Board of education constituted on non-communal and non-political consi-
derations becomes a permanent institution charged with the task of exa-
mining educational questions in all their aspects and giving advice to the
Minister then and there. Very scon a healthy convention will grow
up and no Minister who takes his duties seriously will ever think of
flouting the opinion of the Board. The country williin any case have a
chance of seeing all sides of a question and it is quite likely that-~ommon
sense will finally prevail.

"‘The Child. The appeal of the Minister will be that the parties con-
cerned, namely, the Government, the Management, the Public and the
Teaching profession should always remember that the interests of the
child have brought them together to work in a common sphere and they
should not allow the child interests to suffer because of their individual
differences. With goodwill and a spirit of give and take all parties can

* throw themselves heart and soul into the work of schools, especially when
they feel confident that the Government is ready to lend a helping hand
and do its utmost for Natlonal education.

SECONDARY EDUCATION REORGANISATION CONFERENCE

The Hon’ble Mr. C. J. Varkey when he was Minister in charge of
Edueation with the Madras Government convened a Conference to con-
sider the question on recrganisation of Secondary Education and the fol-
lowing persons were invited to attend the Conference:

The Cenference met at Fort St. George cn the Tth and 8th of Sep-
tember 1939. The Minister’s speech set forth the aim of the Conference
and the specific problems on which the Conference was requested to give
its opinicn.

On the first two days there were general discussions on the many
problems suggested by the Minister’s speech and the Agenda and at the
end of the first session four Committees were appointed to work
out details. The first Committee in charge of Vocational courses was
again sub-divided into five Sub-Committees. The other Committees
were in charge of Middle School course, Literary part of the Vocational
courses in the High School, Prn-Umversxty courses and Physical Educa-
tion. The Committees met and discussed their own problems or got
their work done by circulation.

The Confercnee met again on the 13th and 14th of October 1939 and
discussed not merely the recommendations of the Committees but the
important questicn of the formation of a Provincial Advisery Council for
Fducation and best method of improving text-hooks, and the guestion
whether Higher Grade Elementary schools should continue or not.
Suitable resolutions were passed on most of 1the topics. But as we are
not in possession of the official version of the resolutions we do not
vublish them.

There were a few special features of the Conference which deserve

‘to be mentioned before one would be in a position to appraise the value

of the recommendations of the Conference.

The various persons invited to attend the Conference were repre-
sentatives of learned bodies like the Universities, professional organisa-
tions like the S. I. T. Union and the Federation of Andhra Teachers and
employers of labour like the Railway and so on. But this body of ex-
perts and men of business was not requested to device a new scheme of
Secondary Education. The Minister did not say “ Our present system is
unsatisfactory. What advice would you give us for improving it ?” On
the other hand, he placed a scheme of his own and wanted the Con-

ference to pass its opinions on the various details of the scheme.
2
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Secondly, there were many problems about Secondary Education
reorganisation which were not touched at all. The question of improv-
ing the Grant-in-aid Code and making it possible for private manage-
ment 1o come to higher levels of efficiency, the question of conditions of
service of teachers employed in private schools and many other pro-
blems of similar nature which vitally affect Secondary Education were
not considered at all.

Thirdly, Secondary Education as it i3 being imparted in our schools
was the subject matter for consideration and not a complete revised
scheme of national education with Secondary Education in its own pro-
per place. Hence no serious attempt was made to adjust the present
system . of Secondary Education or its improved version with what is
popularly known as Wardha Scheme of education. Our readers are
aware of the fact that in two provinces, U.P., and C.P., the basic scheme
has been accepted and the remaining portion of our educational struc-

‘ure are adjusted to suit this fundamental reorganisation. Not so in our ‘

province. From the recommendations of particular Committees it
would be evident that the Minister was keen on making education uni-
versal up to the 4th Standard after which students would branch off to
Secondary Schools.

Fourthly, the Government’s responsibility in the matter of financing
the new scheme without knowing which no management would come
forward to shoulder the responsibility of modifying the school course,
was not discussed. The Minister could not commit the Government to
any definite contribution. All that he was able to say was that in course

of time proper adjustment would be made and that the scheme could be.

introduced gradually.

Fifthly, as was mentioned previously all the recommendations of the
Conference were purely of an advisery nature and the Minister took
them as indicating the general opinion of the cultured public of the pro-

vince on these matters. He was free with the help of his own educa-.

tional expert advisers to frame the syllabus.’ None of the recommenda-
tions were in the least mandatory. Our readers would do well to
peruse the recommendations of the various Committees in the light of
the general observations given above.



Dr. MARIA MONTESSORI

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LECTURES BY DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

Dr. Maria Montessori has been pleased to agree to deliver a course
of three lectures under the joint auspices of the Madras Teachers’ Guild
and the South India Teachers’ Union. The lectures will be delivered on
the 9th, 106th and 11th December 1939, each day at 5 pm. It is hoped
that the large number of teachers who could not take advantage of the
intensive Training Course which ihe great Educationist is conducting at
Adyér, would avail themselves of this opportunity and attend their
lectures.

With a view to enabling teachers from the mofussil also to take ad-

vantage of the course, the lectures are arranged cn a Saturday, Sunday

and Monday. Admission to these lectures will be by tickets and the
fee for the course will be Rs. 2 (Rupees Two only), per member. Tea-
chers intending to attend the course of lectures should register them-
selves by remitting the prescribed fee on or before the 2nd December
1939. Remittances should be made to the Sscretary, Madras Teachers’
Guild, 41, Singarachari Street, Triplicane, Madras, '

A GENERAL APPEAL TO EDUCATIONISTS ALL OVER INDIA

THE XV ALL-INDIA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE
TO BE HELD AT LUCKNOW, DECEMBER, 27TH—31ST, 1939

The general public and educationists in particular are aware that the Ali-
India Federation cof Educational Associations was started in 1925 to bring together
and co-ordinate the activities of the educaticnal organizations in various provin-
ces and States of India. This Federation has almost all the Educational Asso-
ciations in ‘India affiliated to if, and it is in turn affiliated to the World Federa-
ti n of Educational Associations. '

The All-India Federation of Educational Associations holds its Annual Con-
ference every year during Christmas. The first Conference was held at Cawnpore
in 1925. Since then the Conference has been held in every Province in India.
The last Educational Conference decided to hold the XV Conference at Patna,
Bihar, but the Patna group was not able to arrange for the Conference because
of the forthcoming annual session of the All-India Congress. The teachers of the
Lucknow educational institutions extended an invitation to the Executive of the
All-India Federation of Educational Associations to hold the XV All-India Edu-
cational Conference at Lucknow during the Christmas holidays. Mr. D. P.
Khattry, General Secretary of the All-India Federation of Educational Associa-
tions, has accepted this invitation. The first Conference was held in UP. in
1925, and having made a circle of all provirces, it is but proper that the XV
Conference should be held again in the United Provinces. Lucknow is the Premier
City in the United Provinces and it is in the fitness of things that the Conference
should be held in Lucknow. A strong reception Committee is being formed to
arrange for this Conference and we can confidently look forward to a very inte-
resting and worthwhile Conference.
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" In connection with the Conference, I request all educational institutions, edu-
cationists and others interested in educational problems to (1) Plan to attend the
XV All-India Educational Conference, (2) Circulate among schocls and colleges
under your control the notice about this Conference and urge upon all teachers
to attend it in large numbers, (3) Send topics for discussion, papers and resolu-
tions for the Conference, and (4) Send interesting exhibits to the All-India Educa-
tional Exhibition to be held as usual along with the Conference. For further in-
formation write to L, K. Shah, M.A., PH.D., General Sécretary, The XV All-
India Educational Conference, Lucknow Christian Training College, Lucknow, U.P.

A DRAFT OUTLINE SCHEME OF NATIONAL EDUCATION FOR INDIA
1. OBJECTS AND MEANS

(1) The aim of Indian National Education should be the realisation of the
maximum growth of every individual with a view to evolving an efficient co~opera-
tive Social order.

(2) .For the promotion of this aim, the following ob]ectlves should be held
in view at every stage of education: (i) Physical Well-being; (ii) National Soli-
darity; (iii) Economic Efﬁcxency, (iv) Development; (v) Ethical and Moral Con-
sciousness.

(3) The general scheme of National Education shculd ensure for every 'indi-
vidual a maximum pessible general cultural education and a preparation for occu-
pational life, labour and hand-work forming an essentlal part of general cultural
education at every stage as far as possible.

2. THE GENERAL SCHEME OF EDUCATION

(i) That it should consist of three principal stages: (1) Pre-schocl, (2)
School, and (3) University.

(ii) That the Pre~school stage should be for children below 7 years of age.
The Committee could not, in the present circumstances, recommend that this
stage should be treated as a necessary part of any provincial or state system of
education requiring a provincial or State government to make adequate provision
for it, though it would certainly welcome private bodies and individuals to under-
take work at this stage with such financial assistance as may be available from
Government. !

(iii) That the School stage should be divided into (a) Primary and (b)
Secondary stages. .

(iv) That the Primary stage should consist of Basic Education for all
children between the ages of 7 and 14 years.

(v) That Basic Primary Education shouid consist of Standards I-VII, of
which Standards I-IV should be made mqmedxately compulsory and Standards V-VII
as and when circumstances permit.

(vi) That the subjects of the Primary School course should be, more or
less, the same as those indicated in the Zakir Hussain Committee’s Report with
such modifications as local conditions may render necessary, Hindustani being in-
cluded as a subject of study from Primary Standard V onwards as recommended
therein. i )

(vil) That the method of instruction at the Primary stage should be that
of education, as far as possible, through purposeful creative activities related to
local occupations and industries, arts and crafts.
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(viii) That the Secondary stage should be of 3 years for pupils of 14 to 17
years of age who have completed Basic Primary Education and that it should include
parallel alternative courses, partly general or cultural and partly practical or voca-
tional, e.g., a General Course with Practical work, i.e., some craft or productive
work ;which the student may be able to pursue later at least as a hobby, if not as a
vocation, a Gensral and Commercial Course, a General and Agricultual Course,
a General and Industrial Course, a General and Art Course in Drawing, Painting,
Music, Dancing, Architecture, etc., a General and Home Economics Course. It is
not intended that every school should make provision for instruction in all the
alternative ccurses. What is intended is that each school should be left free to
provide such of the courses, cne or more as it mzy find necessary to provide to
meet the varying needs of its pupils.

(ix) That about half the school time should be assigned to general educa-

" tion and about half to craft or vocational education throughout the school courses.

(x) That the medium of insiruction should be the mother-tongue of the
pupils at the Primary and Secondary School stages and, as early as possible, also
at the University stage.

+ (xi) That change from cne alternative secondary course to another should
be permitted at any time during the secondary stage, provided the requisite fitness
to enter another course is attained.

(xii) That adequate arrangements should be made for providing guidance to
pupils in choosing their secendary school course.

(xiii) That the University stage should be divided into (1) Under-graduate
and (2) Post-graduate stages (the first of three years).

(xiv) That the Under-graduate stage should include (1) Arts Courses,
(2) Science Courses, (3) Commercial Courses, (4) Technical Courses, (5) Art
Courses, (6) Home Economies Courses, and (7) Education Courses for Teachers,
leading to the first Degree.

(xv) That the Post-graduate stage should provide for advanced work and
research.

(xvi}) That at the end of each school stage, there should be an internal
school examination leading to a Primary or Secondary School Leaving Certificate
awarded on the basis of the pupils’ school record and perfermance at the examina-

(xvil) That the Secondary School Leaving Certificate awarded at the end
of the different alternative secondary school courses provided for in the scheme
should bear the same value for purposes of employment in public service and for

further study at the University.

(xviii) That persons holding the Secondary School Leaving Certificate
should: be considered eligible for admission straightaway to the Under-graduate
University Courses corresponding to the Secondary School courses chosen by
them in the sccondary school stage, unless otherwise desired by the candidates
for admission to the University. In the latter case, their eligibility for admission

tion.

to a different course should be left te be -determined by the Principal of the

College in which they seek admission.
(*{1\) That adequate provision for continued education should be made at

the end of the Primary stage for such pupils as desire further education by means

of Continuation Schools or Classes according to their needs.-
(xx) That adequate provision should be made for further primary,
secondary, or university education of adults seeking ii, according to their needs.
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(@) Resolved that the following persons be nominated for election as Presi-
dent of the ensuing Provincial Educational Conference:—

1. Sri. P. Ganganna,

2. Rev. Jerome De Souza, S.J., Trichinopoly, Principal, 8t. Joseph’s College

3. Dr. A. Lakshmana Swami Mudaliar M.D., Principal, Madras Medical
College, Madras.

4. Sri. S. T. Ramanuja Iyenzar, B.A., B.L., L.T., Trichinopely.

5. Sri. K. Rangaswami Iyengar, Madras.

6. Sri. P. Seshadri, Ajmer.

(e) Resolved to organise, under the auspices of the S.1.T. Union and
the Madras Teachers’ Guild, a short course of three.lectures by Dr. Montessori on
“The New Vision about the Child” in Decermber 1523 and a reception by the S.I.T.
Union to Dr. Montessori, the fee for the course being Rs. 2 per head. Messrs.
M. S. Sabhesan and V. Bhuvarahavamurthi of the S5.1.7T. Union alonz with the
Seeretaries of the Madras Teachers’ Guild were requested to organise the above
course and the reception. A grant of Rs. 25 was made to meet the preliminary
expenses thereon.

(f) Resolved to issue an appeal to Guilds to subscribe for a portrait of
Sri. S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer, President of the Unlon. Resolved to have the
portrait ready for being put up in the Union Office.

(2) Resolved to register the S.1.T.U. Co-operative Publishing Hous: at
an early date.

{h) Resolved to request the Sub-Committee on Grant-in-Aid Code to
submit its report by the end of December 1929,

(i) Resolved to nominate Messrs. 3. S. Sabhesan, 8. Natarajan, V. Bhu-
varahavamurthi, E. N. Subramaniam and N. Subramaniam to represent the
S.1.T. Union on the All-India Federalion of Educational Associations.

() Resolved to agree to the suggestions of Kulapathi Sri. . A. Subra-
mania Iyer regarding the conferment cf new titles like Upadhyaye Sengha Kcu;i,
Praveena and U.S.K., Dhurandhare on Union workers; resolved to accept them with
thanks; resolved to confer at the next Provincial Educational Conference the title
of USK. Proveena on Prof. S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer and the title of Kulapatii
on Rao Szhib R. Swaminatha Iyer. ‘

(k) Next Provincial Educational Conference:—Resolved to address
the Tinnevelly Teachers’ Guild on the subject.

Resolved to adopt the following time-table about the Conference:—

1. Election of President 15th Devember 1929.
2. Resolutions 31st January 1940.
3. Registration of Delegates 31st March 1949,
(I} Resolved to have the next meeting of the Executive Board at the time
of Dr. Montessori’s reception and Lecture in December 1933,
, o
(Sd.) 8. X. YecNaNaravanva IVER,

(Sd.) S. T. Bamanvsa IYENGAg,
- President.

Joint-Secretary.

1
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EDUCATION WEEK

BIMLIPATAM.

The Education Week commenced cn the 4th instant with a benefit Dramatic
peiformance of “Cinema Gizl” in aid of the Education Week funds. There was an
Exhibition of paintings, drawings and Teaching aims from 2 pm, to 5 p.m,, on the
6th instant which was largely attended by the pupils of the various schools. In the
evening at 5 p.m. the inaugural wmecting was held at the High School hall under
the presidency of Dr. T. R. Seshadri, LA, Fh.D, F.I.C., Professor, J.V.D. Col-
lege of Science and Technology, Waltair. Vidwan G. J. Somayajuluy, M.A., LT,
Lecturer, University College of Arts, Waltair delivered an interesting address in
Telugu on “Modern Education”. The pupils of the High School enacted a Telugu
farce “Apurva Yagnamu” to the appreciation of all. On the 7th instant there was
a grand procession of the pupils and teachers of the several schools of the locality,
and the procession was teken to the shumas to bring home to the masses the im-
portance of literacy. On the 8th morning sports were conducted and in the after-
noon there was a Ladies’ mecting under the presidency of Srimati V. Rajyalakshmi,
B.A. (Hons) Teacher, Quesn Mary's Hizh Scheol, Vizagapatam., The pupils of the
Municipal Girls Schools enacted a few scenes from Krishne Leela and Maha-
nande. On the 1ith instant the prize distributicn was held at 4-30 p.m. with
Dr. K. N. Pisharoty, M.D.,, M.R.C.P., D.T.M., Asst. Professor, Madical College,
Vizagapatam in the chair. The prizes were given away by Mrs. A. Ananthanarayana
Iyyer to the winners in the several competitions. Dr. A. Ananthanarayena Iyyer,
B.A, M.B.B.S., Asst. Professor Madical Colleze, Vizagapatam delivered a lucid
address in English on “Educated life”. The pupils enacted a Telugu farce and a
historical playlet Veerabhai.

NUzZvID

Under the auspices of the S: R. R. High School Teachers’ Association, Nuzvid,
the Ninth South Indian Education Week was celebrated for two days.

A public meeting was held on 2-11-1959, in the Hish Schoo! Prayer Hall, when
Sri T. Sankara Mallikarjunarao, B.A., B.Ed., presided. Sri T. Venkatapiah, B.A.,
L.T., Headmaster, welcomed the parenis and appealed to them to have frequent
contacts with teachers. Then he gave 2 critical account of the recent proposals of
the Government of Madras on the reform of sceondary education. He pleaded for
the introduction of the American system of intelligence, attainment and aptitude
tests before any attempt was made at classifying the boys after IV form. The
necessity for standardizing “Indian English” by a Committee of experts culled from
different language zones of India was stressed. He hoped that the Madras Gov-
ernment would observe closely the results of the introduction of Basic English in
the Hyderabad state. The speaker outlined what changes had to be made in the
national life before the recent proposels of the Madras Government were put into
effect. ’

Sri T. Sitharamarao, B.A., B.Ed, read a paper on “Modern Education and the

preparation for life.”
3
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Sri D. Suryaprakasarao welcomed a scheme of education built on the basis of
the Wardha Scheme, a scheme which would lock after the BHUKTI and MUKTI
of every individual.

The day’s proceedings terminated with a physical demonstration by the pupils
of the High School.

The second day’s function, on 4-11-1939, was presided over by the Kumarn
Rajsh of Vuyyur. He dwelt on the good aspects of ancient Indian education which
deserve to be preserved in modern times.

“An appeal to Parents” issued by the Contral Education Week Committee was
read. Then Sri Subbanna B.A., L.T., Senior Deputy Inspector of
Schools, in the course of his speech on modern educational trends remarked that
in spite of the many conflicting ideas on edycation now current in cur country
something very real could be done by the sthool master in his class room. He said
that every parent ought to have a knowledge of child psychology.

Sri C. Appalachari, Civil Assistant Surgeon, outlined a scheme for the prezor-
vation of national health and also the part which education should play in it.

The teachers and students of the High School put on boards “Balavantha brah-
manartham”, a comic by Sri C. Lakshminarasimham Garu.

With the vote of thanks proposed by Sri B. Gouripati Sastri, B.A,, B.Ed,, Sec-
retary of the Teacher’s Association, the function ended.

KURNOOL.

30—10-'39.

Opening day—~The inauguration of the week took place in the Coles Memoriel
High School hall with Kbhan Bahadur Humayun Sshib, District Collector, in the
chair. Many prominent citizens were present. :

Mr. Humayun Sahib, in his opening address, paid a tribute to the South India
Teachers' organisation and its nokle efiorts,—through the Education Week, to briog
together teathers, parents and all others interested in education for the coramon
purpose of educating the future citizens. He pleaded that the spread of education
was the only means of wiping out colour, caste or race prejudices and preventing
communal wrangles and riots. Modern education must seek to give the child a
healthy body and a healthy mind by providing him cpportunities for physical re~
creation and growth and for developing his innate -mental and moral potentialities.

Mr. P. Raju, Vice-President of the Guild spoks on the objects of the Education
Week. He said that the public who patronised schools ought to know what the edu-
cational needs were and the main problems connected with the work of schools.
The parents must be made “school-conscious,” s0 fo say.

Messages wishing the week’s programme a suceess were read out by Mr. K. N.
Pasupathi, Secretary. There were two lectures: one in English by Sri 8. Vaidya-
qatha Aiyar on “Our schools and modern Education™—a lively and instructive ad-
dress—and the other in Telugu by Sri G. X. Srigiri Rao, pleader on “The lines on
which parent could to-operate with schools”—an eloguent speech putting the
parent’s viewpoint before the teachers and pleading for a hearty co-operation of
teachers and parents in the task of educating the children in schools.

After the Presidential remarks, Mr, K, N. Pasupathi, proposcd a vote of thanks.

A"
-
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31-10-39.

An essay-competition in English for the High School pupils and in Telugu for
the middle school pupils was held. Ths subjects were: The Red Cross Move-
ment, Seccial service and how students can contribute to it, Prohibition and its bene-
fits to India, the value of the Boy-Scout and Girl-Guide movement. Each institu-
tiop that took part in the contest was awarded a prize for its best essayist.

1-11-39 “Ladies’ Day.”

The Lzdies’ Day of the Week, organised by Mrs. V. David, Headmistress, Gov-
ernment Middle School for Girls, was celebrated in the Coles Hall with Mrs.
Rockwood in the chair. A variety entertainment consisting of songs, dialogues,
Tableaux, dance, ete., was provided followed by a lecture ir Telugu on * Schools
and Public Health” by Miss Samuel. Mrs David proposed a vote thanks.

2—-11-"389.

In the Municipai High School under the presidency of Rao Bahadur T. R.
Ramachandra Sastri, a demonstration of physical activities and group {ollowed by
Scout-display took place. Sri P. Venkata Ramana Rao, gave a talk on “Boys and
Scouts ” in Telugu dwelling on the great mental and moral value of Scouting.
Mr. K. N. Pasupathi proposed a vote of thanks.

3—11-—-"39. '

With Rev. W. J. Longley in the Chair, o public meeting was held in the Coles
High School, when the prize-winning essays of school pupils were read and prizes
distributed. P. Balasubrzhmanyam, a pupil of VI Form, Municipal High School
and B. Sundaraleelamma of V Form, Coles High School, were awarded silver medals
and certificates for their English essays. Four prizes in the shape of books and
also certificates were awarded to the Telugu essayists. An art demonstration,
Ashthavadhanam in Freehand drawing was given by Sri K. Subba Rao, assistant,
Government Training School, Kurnool. The public who had assembled in large
numbers to witness this function, greatly zpprecioted the drawing skill of the
artist. Mr. P. Kondiah, a Shroff merchant, and a few other citizens presented a gold
medal t6 Sri Subba Rao.

RMr. K. N. Pasupathi proposed a vote of thanks to all who had helped to make
the Week a success.

THE MADRAS TEACHERS' GUILD, MADRAS.

The Ninth South Indian Education Week was inaugurated at Madras on the 30th
of October 39 by Sri S. E. Ranganathan, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Mad-
ras in the Kellet High School, Triplicane. Messages received from His Excellency
the Governor of Madras, Sri C. J. Varkey, the Ex-Minister for Education, the
Central Eduecation Week Committee and the Director of Public Instruction were
read by the Secretary. Exhibits on the trends in Modern Education were kept on
show and the guests showed considerable interest in their study. Mr. K. Kuruvilla
Jacob welecomed the distinguished guests and parents. Sri S. E. Ranganathan made
reference to the reorganisation proposals of the Government in inaugurating the
Education Week. Rev. A. J. Boyd of Madras Christian College delivered an ad-
dress and appealed to teachers to see whether it was desirable for boys to go to the
University at the immature age of fifteen.
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Cn the second day a programme of demonstration of physical activities was
arranged. This year individual schools had made their own arrangements for
demonstration. )

On Wednesday Sir. T. Vijayaraghavachariar, President of the Committee on -
Co-operation, delivered an address on “Modern Schools and Citizen training” in -

Sir M.CT. Muthia Chettiar High School. Purasawallam, with Sri T. T. Krishnama-
chari, B.L.A., in the Chair. In the course of his address an/appeal was made io
teachers that children should be taught from the very beginning to avoid thinking
and acting on communal lines and that good-will and team-spirit should be culti-
vated from the earliest|stage. The lecturer also emphasised that it should be con-
sidered indecent to make psrade of one’s religion.

There were oratorical and musical competitions in the course of the Week and
pupils from boys’ and girls’ schools in the city participated in large numbers. On
Saturday “the Guild Day” was celebrated in the Christian College High School
with Mr, K. Kuruvilla Jacob, the President of the Guild in the Chair. The pro-
ceedings began with tea.

Mr. M. S. Sabhesan traced the history of the Madras Teachers’ Guild and
showed how the wark of Guilds would go a great way towards helping the South
India Teachers’ Union to safeguard the interests of the profession. Prizes for the
oratorical and musical competitions were distributed and the prize winners were
given an opportunity to show their skill. Rao Sahib S. R. Ranganathan, the 'Uni-
versity Librarian, spoke on “Fundamentals of Reorganisation.”

With a vote of thanks proposed by Sri T. P. Srinivasavaradan, the Secretary, the |

function came to a close.

CHEYYAR BOARD HIGH SCHOOL, TIRUVETIPURAM POST. (N.A.)

A Week of Education—Health—Cum Prohibition activities was celebrated in
the school on the lines laid down in the programme drawn up by the three Central
Committees that had been constituted for the whole taluk and its two hundred

" villages. The week from 30-9-1939 to 7-1C-1939 was a unique suecess.

(2) The Teachers’ Association of the High School rescived to continue the cele—
bration during the Education Week so that the school might line itself up with the
South India Teachers’ Unjen in the celebration of the IX Education Week and might
also give more of leisure to the pupils during the Dasara holidays to emulate them-
selves in creative activities in the direction of rural raconstruction work and pre-
paration of educational exhibits.

(3) On Monday, 30-10-'39, the Week opened at 3-30 p.m., after the day’s periods
were run on a contracted basis. Sri Paul D. Viswasam, B.A, the Revenue Divi-
sional Officer, Cheyyar, who presided on the Inauguration Day went round the
classes with a Committee of judges to award marks for the decoration of the class-
rooms done on a competitive basis. Owing to inclement weather, the inauguration
function was held in the Saraswathi Hall. Memorial verses specially composed to
herald the Week were read by the Pandits of the School in Sanskrit, Tamil and
Hindustani. Sri C. Perumalsamy Reddiar, M.L.C., President, District Board, North
Arcot, unfurled the Education flag at the Flag Maidan while Sri. W. Srinivasa Rao,
another Congress Leader of the District and Member of the District Board kindled
the “Lamp. of Learning”. Sri T. Karia Gowndar, Sri. K. R. Kalyanarama Aiyer,
Sri K. Jamadagni and Sri Narasimha Rao who all accompanied the President,
district Board, spcke highly of the organization of the school and of the Week acti-
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vities. Sri T. S. Harinarayana Aiyer, one cof the local District Board Members
and Sri S. Natesa Aiyer, B.A,, L.T., Headmaster, spoke on the ‘Ideals of the Week’
and the meetings were- well-attended.

(4) The evening of Tuesday, 31-19-39 was et apart for a craft corapciition in
all the class-rooms, an extension period bsinz nrovided in the order of pericds for
the day. Sri. P. Narayana Ailyer, BE, L. F. Assistant Engineer, Ranipst division
inspected the pupils at work and he was assisied by a Committee of visitors. At
4 pm., a demonsiration was given by baiches of competitors in Chaika and Takli
spinning, plaiting of leaves, basket-making, chalk-and-hezd-and-clay-werk and
tape-weaving and lace making. Dryeirg, Scapz-making and Jam preparation were
also exhibited. Towards the end of the mcuziing Sri. Chengaish, B.A., B.L., of the
Madras Bar and Sri 8. K. Harihara Aiyer, the local Health Inspector, declared
open the Educational and the Science Exhibitions in the School Laboratery.

{(5) On the Third Day on 1-11-1929, different sections of the school garden were
assigned to different forms and sections. Gardening activities and tree plantation
programme were prescribed in advarce arnd a light song was also sung by the
parties lined up at each section after the period was over. The work of each class
was ‘jadged competitively for certificates and shields. The Good Will Tree, a
Banyan seedling of six months grown in a flower-pot, was given camphor offering.
Sri. I. Kachepaeswara Alyer, President, Panchayat Board, Anakkavur, daclarad the
tree planiation activity open and the Headmaster exherted the pupils to plant
fruit besring trees in their back yard.

(6) Thursday, the 2nd of Novemkter, was the Physical Education Day of the
Week. The classes assembled for an Inter-class cleanliness parade and then “A
Safety First March” was taken along a curve road three furlongs distant. The march
was regulated by the volunteers of the Schopl.. From 4 to 4-45 p.m., a programme
of “Play-for-All” pupils controlled and guided by the pupils themselves was run,
in all the Field-Games for Forms and rural games and sports for classes. At 4-45
p.m., @ demonstration was given in Pole, Wand Drill, Wrestling, Asanas, Pyramid
building and Dhandals and Baskics. The day’s function ended at 6 p.m.

(7) Friday, the 5th day of the Week, was set apart for Literary competitions.
Kural, Gita selections and Achuth Balak Kirtans in Hindustani, Elocution contests,
Impromptu speeches and Music and Netional Song items together with Fancy Dress
events formed the main features. Sri Paul D. Viswasam presided. Sri V. Dorai-
swamy Aiyengar, Tzhsildar, and Sri D. Gopal Mudaliar, Union Panchayat President
were present on the occasion and were kind enough to assist in judging the events.

(8) Among the other activities of the Week were the Book collection pro-
gramme by the School Rovers, Adult Education and Cheri Welfare work by the
volunteers and Junior Red Cross Work vy the Unit in the School.

(9) The Prize day of the Week was put off owing to rains. The Weck of in-

tensive activities was highly educative as judged from the number of participants
in each competition and the high level of excellence of all the performances.

. VILLUPURAM.
Municipal High School.

The Education Week was inaﬁgurated on the 30th October by Sri S. Chidam-
bara Iyer, M.L.A., with Sri T. R. Venkatarama Iyer, Headmaster, Government
Training School in the chair. Sri V. Krishnamacharya, delivered a lecture on
“The Lines on which the Home and the School can co-operate.” This was followed
by a speech on the same subject by G. V. Desikan, B.A,, B.L., Advocate.
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On the first November, the Banish Illiteracy day was celebrated. Sri. A. Muni-
swami, Chettiar, Deputy Inspector of Schools presiding, Sri. V. Jayarama Iyer, deli~
vered an address on “The need for Rapid removal of illiteracy.”  The other
lecture was on ‘ Home and Modern Education’ by Sri. Lakshmanaswamy.

On the 3rd the Citizenship Day was celeberated under the presidency of Sri.
C. M. Ganesan Municipal Commissioner, Sri Nityanandam, B.A,, L.T., of the Govern-
ment Training school spoke on ‘The play ground—the lung of the community” Then
Sri Subramania Iyer, Revenue Officer, Scuth Arcot Electric Distribution Co, ad~
dressed the audience on ‘Training for worthy citizenship .

On the 5th, the celebrations were presided over by Sri R. V. Raghava Rao
Pantuly, District Munsiff. Sir V. R. Nagarajan, B.ABL., Advocate delivered a
lecture on “The Good neighbourly policy among nations’. Then there was a speech
by Mr. P. Bany, a student of the high school.

CHIDAMBARAM.

The Fducation Week was celebrated by the Teachers' Association, Ramaswami
Chettiar's Town High School Chidambaram, ¢n 1-11-1929 and the following days.

The Week was inaugurated by M.RRy. Rao Saheb C. S. Sljinivasachariar, Avl,
M.A., Professor, Annamalai University. M.R.Ry., V. Rangacharyar Avl, Revenue
Divisional Officer, Chidambaram presided. f

After prayer, Sri R. Parthasarathi Ayyangar, BA, LT, president of the associa-
tion, welcomed the guests.

In the course of his address, the professor favoured the introduction of a Tth
form at the end of the High School slage. He referred to the efforts of the con-
gress to introduce national reconstruction of education but pointed out that the
Wardha Scheme had some defects in-as-much as it ignored the creation of adapta-
bility and that it was better to evolve a scheme out of existing systems than to re-
volutionise systems obtaining now. Finally, he stressed the need for greater solida~
rity among teachers, and for greater attertion to themselves and their needs.

The meeting came io a close after the President’s speech and a vote of thanks
proposed by Sri K. Subbaratnam Ayyar, B.A, L., T., Secretary of the Association.

The subject of discussion on the and instant was ‘Education and Health’. Sri
L. K. Govindarajalu Naidu, B.A., B.L., Director of Physical Education, Annamalai
University, delivered an address and Sri G. S. Sankara Ayyar, L. M. & 8., Civil
Assistant Surgeon Chidambaram, presided. ' '

In the course of his address, the lecturer said that pupils should be trained to
be healthy and strong as education was preparation for life. He expressed the view
that schools ought to bz interested in the health of the children for the sake of
efficiency, prevention of waste, race-preservation and improvement. He then sug-

gested that the health of children might be cared for, by feeding poor pupils and -

by removing ignorance and enabling pupils to keep off diseases. Referring to the
medical inspection, he said that mal-nutrition should be removed and defects of
threat, nose and ear should be remedied after the inspection. According to him,
physical education should go hand in hand with health instruction and with health
practices, and safety instructions.

The president, in his concluding rernarks, desirad that pupils should be made to
practise simple and healthy living.
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PATTUKKOTTAI

The Ninth South Indian Education Week was observed in Board High School

On the “Pupils’ Day”, Novembher 1st, Dr. Bhaskara Rao, MB.B.S., chal Mala.-
rial Health Officer delivered an address on “Personal Hyglene” to the pupils and
teachers of the School.

On Friday the third November the Teachers’ day was celebrated under the
presidency of Sri T. 8. Vaithinathasami Ayyar, B.A., L.T., Senior Deputy Inspector
of Schools, Pattukkottai and the subject “Our Schools and Modern Education”
was discussed.

The “Parents’ Day” was held on Saturday thz 4th November. Sri S. Nava-
neethakrishna Nadiu, B.A., B.L., of the local bar delivered an address on “Parents’
duties”; when Sri 8. Varadarajalu Naida, B.A., B.L., Disirict Munsif Pattuk-
kottai, presided. ‘

FOUSVR

TRICHINOPOLY DISTRICT TEACHERS' GUILD.

The Ninth South Indian Education Week was celebrated from Monday the 30th
October to Friday the 3rd November.

20th October, Monday. Rev. Fr. Jerome DeSouza, S.J., Rector, St. Joseph’s
College, inaugurated the celebration at 5-30 p.m., in the St. Joseph's College. He
explained the trend of Modern Education at great length. Rev. Fr. A. M. Antoni-
swam)i, S. J. President of the Guild welcomed the guests and presided on the
occasion.

31-10-39. The second day was celebrated in the Roman Cathelic Boarding and
Training Schocl. An educationsl exhibition was arranged by the School and pupils
of all schocls visited the exhibition. Rev. Fr. Antoniswami, S.J. President presided
and Mr. E. V. Gopala Ayer, Senior Deputy Inspector of Schools, Trichy, spoke
about the place of handicrafts in Elementary Education.

1-11-39. The third day of the Week was celebrated in the National Coliege
under the presidency of Sri R. Srinivasa Iyer, Secretary, National College manage-

ment. Prof. Hirudayaswairi, spoke about the appaling state of illiteracy in India and
outlined some reforms to liquidate illiterucy of mas:zes as well as children.

9.11-39. The fourth day of the Week was celebrated in the Guild House under
the Chairmenship of Sri P. Ponnambala Gounder, President District Board. Sri
K. R. Avadhani, District Scout Commissioner of the Hindustan Scout Association
spoke about the growth of the Scout movement. IHe emphusised the need for

- pationalising the Scouting in India and appealed to those present to form Scout

units in their respective area.

VIRUDHUNAGAR.
The Nadar Town High School.

Under the auspices of the Teachers’ Association of the above High School, thz
Tducation Week was celebrated on 4-11-39 at 4-30 p.m,, in the Central Hall of the
School with Sri V. V. Ramaswami in the chair.

The celebration opened with a prayer song by S. Radhakrishnan. It was follow-
ed by a funny recitation of alliteration, "“The Cataract of Lodcle” by K. Packia Rajan
of Form VL Then Sri M. Sankaralingam, M.A,, L.T., the Headmaster explained the
purport and purpose of “This Wecek of ours.” After his stirring speech J. Richard
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3-11-1939. On the last day of the celebration, a meeting was held in- the
School Hall with Sri T. N. C. Srinivasavarathachariar, B.A., B.L., District Munsif in
the chair.

Sri C. V. Srinivasachariar, B.A., B.L., delivered an address on “Schools and
Society.”

After welcome by Sri C. 8. Ranganatha Ayyangar, B.A,, L.T., the lecturer spoke
on how the school and the society might be made to act and react one on each other,
for the maximum benefit of society. As the aim of al}‘true education was primarily
to make the pupil take his rightful place in society and incidentally to eke out
a livelihood, the educational system should be elastic end adaptable.

In his concluding remarks, the président appealed for greater co-operation bet-
ween teachers and parents and suggested that the tutorial system might perhaps
be more helpful in bringing pupils and their parents in closer touch
with teachers. . .

With a vote of thanks propcsed by Sri K. Subaratnam Ayyar, B.A., L.T., the
Secretary of the Association, the meeting came to a close.

TIRUKATUPALLIL

The Education Week was celebrated under the 2uspices of the Teachers’ Asso-
ciation, Sri. S. High School, Tirukatupalli, for three days, 1st, 2nd and 3rd in-
stant. '

Sri V. Guruswami Sastri unfurled the school Flag on the 1st instant before
a large gathering of teachers and boys, and dwelt on the need on the part of
pupils and their parents, to be alert in view of the rapid changes in Secondary Edu-
cation. Mr. Sastriar felt that parents and teachers should understand the aptitudes
of boys and guide them in respect of the choice of courses.

There was also a meeting of the boys in the School Hall with Sri N. Kalyana-
rama Ayyar in the chair. He observed that what was needed was adequate leader-
ship. The cultivation of leadership in boys, he said, should on no account be neg-
lected. More than a dozen boys spoke on the occasion. They cited practical items
of work, such as the School Sanitation, The Book Selling Agency, ete., whose
responsibility they could shoulder.

On Thursday the 2nd instant there was a mecling of parents, 3ri G. Rama-
chandra Ayyar, LM. & S, presiding. After prayer, Sri V. Muthuswami Ayyar,

M.A,, L.T., retired Headmaster, Government Training School, delivered an inte-

resting address on “What Parents should know”, He dwelt at length on the role of
parents in the Education of children. He said that pupils were of varying capa-
cities and that the time had gone when the teacher could easily arrange them under
one general level. The lecturer appealed to parents to be alive to this responsibility,
pay frequent visits to the school and consult teachers. Dr. Ramachandran in his
concluding remarks observed that the hard days which caused depression to the
parent mainly stood in way of the fulfilnient of his duties by the school and teach-
ing of music and fine arts would brighten the Life ¢f the school.

Friday the 3rd instant was the last day of the celebrations, when Sri N. Yegna-
rama Ayyar, BA, LT, delivered an address on “Preparation for Life” and Sri
V. Guruswami Sastri, Headmaster presided. Sri M. V. Swaminatha Ayyar, Secre-
tary of the Teachers’ Association proposed a vote of thanks to the various partici-
pators of the Celebrations and the function came to an end.

?
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Samuel of Form VI and S. Radhakrishnan of Form IV gave a musical entertain-
ment—both vocal and instrumental. Sri. L. R. Chandrasekaran, M.A., L.T.,
also took part. Then select stanzas from Barathi’s Kili Kanni were sung by J.
Richard Samuel. After the concluding speech of the President, a vote of thanks

was proposed.

SIVAKASIL

~ The Ninth South Indian Education Week was celebrated under the auspices of
the Teachers’ Associations and the Psrents’ Association of the S. H. N. V. High
School, Sivakasi from Monday the 36th October 1939 to Sunday the 5th November
1939, both days inclusive. Ii was inaugmated by Sri P. Chinnachamy Talaivar Avl,
B.A., Deputy Collector on Monday the 30th October 1939 at 5-30 p.an., in the central
;hall of the High School. There was a large gathering of teachers, parents and pub-
lic. Sri V. R. Gopalan, B.A., L.T., Headmaster, welcomed the President and the
gathering in a short spesch. Sri K. A. Subramania Iyer, B. E., Junior Electrical
Engineer entertained the gathering to exquisite music. After an interesting per-
formance of kummi and kolattam by the girls of the school, Sri P. S. Ramachandran,
B.A., L.T., the Secretary of the Associaticn delivered an interesting lecture on
“Our School and Modern Educaticn”, in which he siressed that the present system
of education required a complete overbauling as it was unrelated to life and that
the object of education should be not only the training of character and the pro-
motion of culture but it should also help in getting a living; and pleaded for a craft
centred system of education. The President in his concluding remarks endorsed
what all the lecturer had stated, dwelt on the necessity for frequent contact be-
tween teachers and parents and madz a strong appeal to parents for their hearty co-
operation with schools, as education is a co-operative enterprise in which the
school, the home and the community are all equally concerned.

On Tuesday the 31st October 1939 a meeting was held in the scheol under the
prosidency of Sri T. E. Gomathynayagam Pillai, Avl, Municinal Commissioner,
Sivakasi, Sri R. Gopalakrishnan, Vidwan addressed the audience on “The Civilisa-
tion of the Ancient Tamils” Sri F, ©. Kaliappan, a student of VI Form B, gave a
short talk on “Templg entry and the duty of students” The meeting was well
sttended by parents and the public of the locality, The President in his conclud-
ing remarks appealed to the leisured, the educated, the unemployed and the rich for
their co-operation in stamping out illiteracy.

On Wednesday the 1st November 1932, the Banish Illiteracy and the Health Act
Day, a procession of pupils and teachers of various schools in the locality went
round the town carrying placards containing Health and Education maxims and
singing songs on the importance of Education, Health and Nationalism. Sri L. K.
1Venkataramaier, Commercial [nstructor, gave a lecture on “The Removal of Illite-
racy.” Sjts. V. V. Raman, Subramanian and other students spoke on “Excursions”.
Sri 8. Tyagaraj, B.A., Agent of Nadar Press, took the chair.

On Thursday the 2nd November 1939 Sri. S. Ramachcndra Iyer, M.A., L.T.
addressed the gathering on “Modern Education and a Healthy nation.” There was
a Magic Lantern show by Sri. M. Avudoiappan, Acting Sanitary Inspector, Siva-~
kasi. Sri K. A. Subramania Iyer Avl, B.E, Junior Electric Engineer presided and
entertained the gathering with delighful music. A good number of pupils and
parents attended and enjoyed the function.

On Friday the 3rd November 1939 there was a debate on “Which is more im-
portant to a man—Character or Intelligence?” in which a good number of pupils

4 .
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took part. Sri T. 5. Kalyanasundaram Avl., B.A,, L.T., dziivered an interesting
lecture on “Some Random Thoughts on our Educational Qutlook,” in which he
deplored the woeful lack of moral and religious instruction in schools at the pre~
sent day and explained with many instances how the present day education should
be reorganised. Sri A. Devasagayam, Avl, LMP., Doctor, presided on the occasion.

On Saturday the 4th November 1939 Sri C. Arumuga Nadar Avi., B.A., L.T,,
delivered a long and thought provoking lecture on “Our Schools and Society” in
which he dwelt upon the essential unity of all religions in the world and the need
for inculcating in the minds of pupils love of humanity and international under-
standing, Sri' V. Krishnamoorthy Rao, Teacher, Elementary Schoocl, gave an ins-
piring and short talk on ‘_"\The removal of Adult Illiteracy.” Sri R. Nataraja Pillai,
Avl, P.W.1,, S.1.R., Sivakasi tock the chair.

On Sunday the 5th November 1939 the £ducation Week celebration concluded
in an eopen Public Maidan lying to the East of the Barat Match Factory in front of
the Vinayakar Temple and was largely aitended by pupils, parents and labourers.
An interesting and attractive entertainment in Kuwmmi, Kolattam and music was
got up. Sri R. Chellam Iyer Avl, Teacher, delivered an interesting lectuie on
“Modern Education and Labour” for well nigh two hours. Sri' V. Krishnamoorthy
Rao followed him and gave a short talk on “Adult Education and the Duty of ihe
Educated.” As representatives of parents Sri Velayutha Nadar, Avl., and Dr. A,
Devasagayam, L.M.P., took part in the discussions. Sri V. R. Gopalan, B.A.,, L.T.,
Headmaster presided. The president in his concluding remarks spoke on the import-
ance of the Education Week and congratulated the organisers on {heir successful
celebration, Sri P. S. Ramachandran, B.,A., L..T., the Secretary, proposea a hearty

vote of thanks to all those who contributed to the Week’s activities and the Week's

success.

A special feature of this year's Week was the wide publicity given to the cele-
bration by means of printed appeals to parents and the public and the .tom-tom on

all the days; and the holding of meetings in open public maidans instead of within,

the four walls of the school, when the public were exhorted to send their children
to schools regularly and to co-operate with the teachers in all possible ways. The
lectures were attended by illiterate and literate parents including several ladiés,
Opportunity was also afforded to parents to express their point of view with regard
to Education for the India of to-morrow. i ‘

|
{
i

VIRAVANALLUR.

Under the auspices of the Hindu Middle Schcol Teachers' Association the Educa-
ﬁon Week was celebrated in the second week of November,

On the 6th November two lectures, one on Parents’ and Teachers’ by Sri M. S.

Sﬁbramania Iyer, and the other on the Aims of Modern Education by Sri K. Krishna-
swamy Iyer, were delivered under the Presidentship of Rev, Amalraj S. J.

On the 8th Nov. two lectures had been arranged. The first on ‘School and
* Parents’ was delivered by Sri T. K. Aramvalarthanatha Piilai Avl.,, B.A., the local
sub-registrar, while the second on ‘Modern Education and Peace’ was delivered by
Sri Y. Ananthanarayana Iyer, B.A,, L.T., Headmaster of the institution. Sri V. 8.
Ananthanarayana Iyer, Retired Supervisor presided over the functions on the
-second day. . :
. The 10th Nov. was mainly devoted to the Physical aspect of Education. Two
lectures had been arranged, Doctor Sri Arumugam Pillai. B.A., M.B,B.S., a local

‘much i

to the public from 1

501
EDUCATION WEEK
laikatha Alyangar,

iet’ i . Ku
diet’. 53 % v livered his lecture

i ry de
tant Surgeon of the local L'tF. c?flstiznihi,ol children. DOCtort}i{ .
S . 5 ec ion i n e
- thle mfdlli:al?spPracﬁtioner was the president @
oca

iti ¥ ‘Our
private Medical Practitioner spoke on

L.M.P., Sub-Assis :
on the public Health Bill ™
Sabhapathy 1,.M.F., anotner

to the authori-
i 1 requested the Headmast ve

o mo ]
o om rain

her season free fr

- the local gentleme : C ot A -
Same 0 d to shift the Education Weel't to o O e Tainy e ?aus;
thes AT ¢t to hold open air meeting o et in .

for all those
tinuing the celebr
s were given

when 1t will be convenien
nconvenience. With
ith a sincere P

years also, 1
ds well.

ations of the Educa~

a vote of thanks
a happy ending.

rayer for con

celebrations and W e oo o on

tion Week in future

All is well that en
e

PATTAMADAI.
. i hool, the
Teachers’ Association of the above High Scho

instant.
lebrated on Saturday, the 4th ins :
resenting varous s
o nd Handicrafts. It was ?pen
ntinuous stream of vxs1;ors,
ocal Elementary Schools.

uspices of the

Under the a e

Ninth Fducation Week wa

:onal Exhibition wa ; :

o Educ;‘mma Geography Mathematics, Weanng ao

o Sctere o om 0 ;m to 3 p.m. There wa>na hc :

i n a i om almost all the ‘

L ond pun . the studznts themselves. In the History
v 1 =

s £211 of
g got up b wiing the rise and fa
Ty - andd graphs repreveins ;
diagram® 7% ro-political maps of Europe designed

CBG f Ae aps, ¢ ['a" o
> n, b s1des ™M PE
CcliD! 151

. uv.rhe
; resent g o a map entitted
to explain the history }:ivt'h ) inother interesting exmblt‘t;:;it of the Fourth Form.
Kt A p‘»ltd 0’:1 ls\Iom;ments of Indja” drawn by a8 Strate
H er R T i
Ancien S hy, Handicrafts apd Textiles Sections dema
The Geograpny,

talents in our boys waiting.

In the Science Section, cex: .
of come of the fundamental princip
s The working of the dynamo;
d experiments base

ections, such
s organized,

men, women an
i,
The Exbibits were entirel

e held, {llustrative

lications of everyday inte~

tins of
ms, the propef
oused the

i er
tain interesting demonstration W

1og of Science and anp t
the city watef supply syste

ly ar
o d on atmospheric pressure greatly

some gases and X
curiosity of the visitors. . R
The Public Meeting came off at : pr,nsgector j
. bba Ayyar, M.A., LT, Depu‘y pector S
here. large gathering of pupils, ?a e
T e ter of teachers from the nelghbczurmfgthe o ‘
a good number 0 i chorus by the girls pupx'ls o sehodl sation. S g ﬂ}e
A S’;j‘fé‘ mt}cle Headmaster and Premd;nt ((;)f]tb;-aﬁon o o e in
Ayyar, B.A., et i obiects of the Celd! ) en outined 17
B xplaines ﬂ;{e' au:rjdazghiey}emems of the school. t'i{: r}lzgiorpRed Bl
all its aspects the working rricular activities such as Scou x {;W o e ronie,
o s severs) t"ex“;g:es and the Fine Afts Club, consisti c,n e o e
tudents’ Co-operative X ‘
ls\f'Iusic, Drawing, Painting an

d Handicrafts Gections dwhic}; ?;;eni i o e
il antitudes © b s
ts and special &%
and develop the talents }
eover N

o 1 ut ed for L “Sch
them "¢ eq‘c’?pt then delivered 2 thovzhtful addéeZ;ogxe mo
iy P”;; xcr;ur . of which he dwelt 2t leng
in the <8

tha presidency of Sri A. Vﬁ Sane—
f Schaals, Ambasamudram‘ angd.
ardians including ladies an

The proceedings begarf
gri P. S Pitchumant

ools
dern scieptific me

thod

cation”,

d the latent

and Medern Edu- =

;{': | 1be? ¥ )



502 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

of teaching as distinguished from the old authoritarian method and pointed out how
the Project Method and the Dalton Plan could be adopted with advantage towards
the self-expression of pupils. He also spoke on the value of games and wound up
by appealing to the parents to give their wholehearted co-operation and moral
support to the school in all its activities.

An interesting programme was then gone through, consisting of music and the
enacting of “Vichus Wife” in English and a scene in Tamil from “Mirabai”.

The President in his concluding remarks made appreciative references to the
Exhibition and the performance of the pupils in recitation, music and histrionics
and also to the spirit of comraderie existing among the members of the staff.

With a vote of thanks proposed by Sri P. S. Pitchumani Ayyar, the pleasant
function came to a close at 6-30 p.m.

SALEM DISTRICT TEACHERS’ GUILD.

The Ninth South Indian Education Week was celebrated in Salem, under the
auspices of the District Teachers’ Guild from 30-10-39 to 4-11-39.

The week was inaugurated in the hall of the London Mission High School, Salem
on the 30th October, 1939 at 5-30 p.m., Mr. A. W. F. Dixon, M.A., I.C.5., Collector
of Salem who presided on the occasion ohserved in the course of his opening re-
marks that it was distressing to note that Salem District which was leading in so
many things like Prohibition and Co-operation was perhaps the most educationally
backward district in the province.

Mr. S. M. Abdulla Saheb, B.A., L.T., District Educational Officer, Salem who
spoke on “The need for Extensive and Intensive development of Education of the
Salem District” referred to the appalling state of illiteracy in the district and appeal-
ed to all concerned to make strenuous efforts to remove this blot on the fair name
of this district. He suggested that the co-operation of all the Taluk Advisory Com-
mittees in the district may be secured to celebrate the week in all parts of the dis-
trict more effectively and with a far greater measure of success. In conclusion he
desired that the efforts made during the week should be continued throughout the
year. ,

Mr. A. F. W. Dixon, in the course of his conciuding speech, said that a district-
wide drive for rural uplift was being made through village sangams and that the
time had come to co-ordinate Education and other activities or rural uplift. He
therefore appealed to village teachers to take a special interest in eradicating illite-
racy in villages. He pointed out how there wou'd be no use in their having a good
school in a bad willage, for if the village was 'bed, in course of time the good school
also become bad; but when the village was reformed, Education could progress on
Sound and Healthy lines. ‘Democracy’ he said ‘would be a mere farce unless the
masses were educated’. He also made a fervent appeal to Secondary School teachers
to take a sustained intevest in the extra curcicular activities of the school.

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks proposed by the Secretary of the
guild.

On the 1st, 2nd and 3rd November, propaganda meetings were held in the vari-
ous parts of the city, with a view to bring schools and parents into closer touch
and to spread among the latter correct ideas as regards ‘Modern Education’.

The first of the propanda meetings was held in the Vaisya matam Higher Ele-
mentary school, Shevapet, on 1-11-1939. when Mr. S. Krishna Iyer, M.A., Lecturer
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in English, Municipal College, Salem spoke on “Modern Education and ecommunity
life” BMMr. T. A. Gurumoorthi Naidu, B.A,, B.L., an Advocate of Shevapet presided.
The second propaganda meeting was held at Kumarasamipatti, on 2-11-39, in the
premises of the Municipal Boys’ Elementary School. Mr. A. E. Venkatesa Iyer,
M.A, B.L., Advocate spoke on “Modern Education and parents”. Mr. M. G. Vasu-
devizh, B.A,, B.L., Secretary, Salem Bank, Ltd.; presided. The third pronaganda
meeting was held at Ammapet on 3-11-39 in the premises of the Municipal Higher
Elementary School for boys when Mr. A. V. Sundaresan, B.A., L.T., the Secre-
tary of the Guild spoke on “Education and preparation for life.” Mr. Vaidya-
linga Mudaliar, Municipal Councillor of the ward presided.

The concluding day of the week was celebrated in the premises of the Municipal
College, Salem on the 4th November 39, under ike presidency of Major Sangam Lal,
District Medical Officer, Salem. Miss L. Stanyon, B.A., Superintendent, London
Missicn Hobart Training school for women, addressed the gathering on “Modern
Education and Citizenship.” She said that the average citizen required to be train-
ed in intelligence, industry and integrity, that Fducation must be based on these
lines and that the cultural and economic sides of Education were no less important
than the social side.

Major Sangam Lal, in his concluding speech paid a tribute to the work done by
foreign missions in spreading Education and medical relief. To jump to an inter-
national concept of cducation at once might not be easy and practicable, he said,
but it could well be kept as an ideal. Meanwhile they should strengthen the natio-
nal point of view and march ahead. Indis, he caid, was far behind other nations and
it was up to teachers to enable the rising generation to develop quickly.

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks by the Secretary of the Guild,

ATTUR (SALEM DT.)

Under the auspices of the Teachers’ Association, Board High School, Attur
the IX South Indian Education Week was celebrated on the 3rd instant. There was’
a public meeting at 4-30 p.m. under the Presidentship of Sri Sivaramakrishna Iyer,
M.A., Sri S. Raghava Iyer, B.A,, L.T., welcomed those present and explained to
them the objects of the Week. Sri Muthuswami Pillai, B.A., of Rasipuram spoke on
“Modern Education.” He laid emphasis on the right type of education to be impart-
ed to our younger generation and exhorted the students to take the fullest advant-
age of their youthful period and equip themselves mentally, morally and physically,
so as to be worthy citizens of the future. The President, concluding, stressed the
need for moral and religious instruction, character training and a suitable change
in the existing system, so as to enable the pupils to stand on their own legs, on
leaving the school. With a vote of thanks proposed by Vidwan A. Sambasiva Reddiar
the meeting terminated. ’

KRISHNAGIRI.

The Ninth South Indian Education Week was celebrated in the premises of the
Board High School, Krishnagiri, A meeting of the Teachers’ Association was held
on 1st November 1929. Sri V. Swamidoss, B.A., L.T., President of the Association
presided. Messages were read by the Secretary, Sri K. G. Nair, BAA,, L.T., There
was a Tea Party. -
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KAVERIPATNAM.

The Education Week was celebrated in the Board middle school, Kaveripatnam.

RASIPURAM.

The Education Week was celebrated for 2 days on the 1st Nov. and 2nd Nov.
1939 as noted below:

11 am, to 1 p.m,, Parents’ Visit to class rooms.

2 pm,, to 4 p.m., Educational Exhibition.

4 pm.,, to 4-30 p.m., Mass Drill.

4-30 to 6 p.m., Scout Display, Drama by girl pupils.

6 to 6-30 pm., Talks to Parents on Parental Co-operation.

Printed invitations were sent to each parent. The celebration of the Week attrac-
ted greater attention of the Parents and Public than it did in Previous years.

The Exhibition consisting of charts, models, maps, Educational and Scientific
appliances etc. was arranged in a big hall. Members of the, staff explained the
purpose and use of the various appliances and the public evinced keen and real
interest.

The mass drill consisting of more than 600 pupils produced a spectacular effect.
The display of the scouts of the school was much appreciated. The histrionic talents
of the girl pupils were exhibited by their enacting the drama “Prahalada.” v

In bringing the celebrations to a close, the Headmaster appealed for the co-ope~

ration of the Parents, A special feature of this years’ celebration was that it at-

tracted a larger number of ladies for all the items of celebration,

OMALUR.

" The Ninth South India Education Week was celebrated in Omalur with great
enthusiasm. A Committee with Mr. V. Chidambaram Pillai, Tahsildar, Omalur as
Chairman and Messrs. T. L. Perumal Chettiar, Manager and Correspondent of the
V. C. Secy. School, Omalur, V. Moses Pillai, Headmaster, V. C. Secy. School,

Omalur as Vice~Chairmen, Messers A. Munisawmy Naidu, B.A., L.T., Deputy

Taspector of Schools, Omalur and Vidwan , D. Veeraraghavan, Tamil Pundit ,‘ as
Secretaries and Mr. O.'V. Kumaraswamy Chetty as Treasurer was formed to
conduct the programme of the week.

The week was inaugurated in the premises of the V. C. Secondary School on
29-10-39 by Janab S. M. Abdulla Sahib Bahadur, B.A., L.T., District Educations
Officer, Salem when Sri V. Chidambaram Pillai, Tahsildar, Omalur spoke on, “Th
Education Week and our duty”. Messrs. A. Munisawmy Naidu, V. Moses Pilla:
G. N. Chakravarty Iyengsr and Vidwan D. Veeraraghavan addressed the gather
ing. Some special songs composed by D. Veeraraghavan for the week were print
ed and sung before the audience. Before the commencement of the meeting ther
was a big procession consisting of all school children who went round the street
of Omalur carrying placards with educational maxims.

On 30-10-39 a meeting was held under the presidency of Sri V. Moses Pillai
B.A, L.T., when Sri R. Aiyasawmy Gounder spoke on “Parents’ Duty.”

-31-10-39 was a day of sports when badminton and chadu-gudu matches wer
played by school children,
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On 1-11-39 there was a procession of school children and the publie intended to
popularise the New Public Health Act. After the procession there was a public
meeting under the presidency of Dr. 5. Kolappa Pillai, District Health Officer,
Salem when Sri K. V. Varkey, Health Inspector of Omalur spoke on the New
Public Health Act.

On 3-11-39 there was a meeting presided over by Mr. Bernard Thomas, M.A,,
(Oxon), President, District Teachers” Guild, Salem, when Mr. P. Dhairiyam; Asst.
V. C. Secy. School on “Our schools and Modern Education”.

On 4-11-39 which was the last day of the week, there was a big public meeting
presided over by Sri 8. V. Ramaswamy, B.A., Bar-at-Law, when Sri K. G. Siva-
swami, B.A., of the Servants of India Society, Mayanur, spoke on “Education to-
wards rural uplift”. In the end, there was s performance on flute by Sri S.
Chennakesa Bagavathar. Prizes were also distributed to the winners in the
various matches. With a vote of thanks proposed by Vidwan D. Veeraraghavan,
the week came to a close.



THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS’ UNION
FROTECTION FUND

(Registered under the Societies Registration Act and the Indian Companies Act).

Proceedings of the Extraoriiinary General Body Meeting held on
5th November 1939 at 11 asn. in the Hindw High School, Triplicane.

. i / ! )
An Extraordinary General Mecting of the Fund was held on Sun-
day, the 5th November 1939, at 11 A, in the Hindu High School, Tri-
plicane, Madras, with Sri M. S. Sabhesan, the President in the chair.

35 Members were present.

Sri V. Srinivasan, the Honcrary Secretary, read the notice of the,
meeting, dated 30th September 1939. ,

The President made a statement regarding the circumstances under
which the Extraordinary Meeting was called. ‘

The amendments to Rules recommended by'the Board were passed
unanimously— (Vide enclosed sheet). :

The following resolutions recommended by the Board were passed
unanimously :—

(1) Resolved that the Fund be registered as an Unlimited Company under the
Indian Companies Act

(2)' Resolved that the Board do take such steps as are necessary to register
the Fund under the Insurance Act

(3) Resolved that the expenses incurred in conneciion with the registration of
the Fund under the Indian Companies Act and the Insurance Act and
consequent re-organisation be met out of the Reserve Fund

(4) Resolved that the Board be authorised to cancel, modify or add to the exist-
ing rules, as it may become necessary, to comply with the provisions of
the Indian Companies Act and the Insurance Act, provided that the benefit
claims of members are not in any way reduced

(5) Resolved that, in view of the suspension of life assurance business con-
sequent on the proposals for re-organisation and registration under the
Insurance Act, the provisions under Rule 6 (2nd pare) be waived, and
that such of the applicants for admission to the Fund as have made part
payments after 30th of April 1939, but have not been admitted before
30th of September 1929, may be admitted as members provided that
the balance amount is paid not later than a period of three months from
the date of registration of the Fund under the Insurance Act.

(6) Resolved that the assets of the Profession Fund Account (including the loan
advanced to the S.I.T.U.) as on 31st of December, 1939, be handed over
to a Trust consisting of the Board of Management of the Protection Fund
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and the Working Committee of the S.I.T.U. with the President of the
Union as the President and the Secretary of the Protection Fund as the
Secretary of the Trust, to carry out the object of the S.I.T.U. as con-
templated in the Rules of the Protection Fund, and that the amounts to
the credit of the Profession Fund Account every year be transferred to
this Trust at the close of the year..

The Secretary proposed a vote of thanks to the Fresident and to the

_authorities of the Hindu High School, Triplicane.

* The meeting terminated at about 12 noon.

520, High Road, M. 5. SARBHESAN,
Triplicane, President.
6th Nov. 1939. V. SRINIVASAN,

Hony. Secretary.

The following additions, deletions and altierations in the annexed

» Rules of the Fund have been made : —

Ruie 3. MgempersHIP: Insert a new paragraph between the first and second
existing paragraphs as follows:—
‘Each member shall contribute to tle Protection Fund hereinafter provided,
and all contributors to the Protection Fund, shall be members and none
others’.

RutE 7 (e). CrassiricaTioN: Delete the words ‘as well as....at the close of the
year’ in the second sentence.

Rute 10. ErmcmsiurTy. 38p LINE; Delete ‘five’ and substituwe ‘three’.
. Tasvrar CoLuMn: 3Rp Ling, 3rp coLvMN: Delete ‘Nil' and substitute ‘20.

TaBULAR CoLumN: 4TH LiNg, 3rD coLumN: Delete ‘Nil’ and substitute ‘30.°
Delete the footnote and substitute: ‘Rule 19 (c) provides for the addition to
these guaranteed amounts bonuses as are declared after actuarial valuation’.

RuLe 14. PayMENT OF DUES: Add the following :—

‘(9) If a member makes default of any kind after he has paid all subscriptions
and call money for a period of three consecutive years at least, his certi-
ficate shall not lapse by reason of non-payment of further subscriptions,
contributions and call money and shall, notwithstanding such non-pay-
ment, be kept alive to the extent of its paid-up value, which shall bear
to the scale of benefits set forth in Rule 10 and applicable to a member
who is paying his contributions without default the same proportion as
the total of the call money already paid bears to the total of the call
money payable under the certificate’. -

‘(h) No reinstatement, however, of a certificate on which default has taken
place shall be permitted after one year after the default’,

Rute 18. APPOINTMENT OF THE BOaARD or MaNaceMENT: Add as the last sen-
tence the following:—The Board of Management means and includes Board
of Directors’ ‘

5]
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RuLe 23. GENEraL MEeTING: Delete the last sentence in the second paragraph
and substitute the following:—‘At least 30 days’ notice of every Ordinary
General Meeting, and 15 days’ motice of every Extraordinary General Meeting,
specifying the day, place, hour, and business of the meeting, shall be given by
notice sent by post, messenger, or otherwise to the registered address of every
member’,

Rule 24. 2xp parA: 3Rp sENTENcE:  Delete ‘fifteen’ and insert ‘seven.’

The following announcements are made in cofnphance with Rule
11 (1) (a) (b) and (c) of the Insurance Rules, 1939:—

(a) The certificates (life policies) of the Fund cover the contin-
‘ gencies of death or the survival of periods as may be stated
in the certificates. i '
(b) No rebates ave offered.
(c) Section 41 of the Insurance Act IV of 1938 lays down that-;—-

No person shall-allow or offer to allow, either directly or indirectly

as an inducement to any person tc effect or renew an Insurance in res-
pect of any kind of risk relating to lives or property in India, any rebate
of the whole or part of the commission payable or any rebate of the
premium shown on the policy, nor shall-any person, taking out of renew-
ing a policy, accept any recbate, except such rebate as may be allowed
in accordance with the published prospectuses or tables of the Insurer.

Any person making default in complying with the provisions of this
section shall be punishable with fine which may extend to one hundred.
rupees, unless the default is made by a person effecting or renewing a
policy, in which case he shall be punishable with fine which may extend
to fifty rupees only. ' S

The Fund was registered under the Indian Companies Act on 6th
November, 1939.

THE S. I. T. U. PROTECTION FUND

OBITUARY

We regret to have to announce the death of the undermentioned two
members and their nominees will be paid the amounts noted against them
on receipt of the claim paper in order.

R. No. 35 Mr. S. Jayarama Iyer, National College High School, Trichi-
nopoly, died on 29—10—'39 at the age of 44. .Claim amount Rs. 316-4-0.

~ R. No. 03. Mr. N. Natesa Iyer, Municipal High School, Villupuram, died on
8—11—"39 at the the age of 48, claim amount Rs. 602-8-0. '

520, High Road, , V. SRINIVASAN,
Triplicane, _ Homy. Secretary.

10th November, 1939.
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Utiarg Pare Lecture of Sri Arabhinda Ghosh, Translated in Tamil and pub-
lished by Kulapathi 8ri P. A. Subramania Iyer, B.A., L.T., No. 84, Big
Street, Vriplicane, Madras.
: People may sometimes wonder why distinguished personages like Sir Akbar
Hydari make it a point to do periodical pilgrimages to Fondicherry to have the
darsan ol Syi Arabhinda Cosh., The answer to thal puzzle would be found in
the beok urnder review. Ewven the most confirmed agnostie would be convineed
about the sincerity of the utterance of 2 pecson who like the Rishis of old was
blessed with what is ealled Sakshathkere of direct vision of God.  Ramakrishna
Paramshamss, Mahatma Gandhi and  Ramana Mahorishi might be  stated
23 examples of others who had the some vision and who speak therefore on God
with the same strength of conviction.
This Uttarapara Speech is a revelation to us ordinary members of humanity
and is the communication of a revelation which the author himself had. Sz
Arabhindo starts with the intention of talking on Hinduism and changes his topic
{o giving an asccount of the revelation he had in jail. While he was on it after
he had paid a deserving fribule of Bipin Chandra Paul, the great servant of India,
he again changes the topie In chedience to the Divine command and goes on to
give an account of his spiritual experiences. He starts with a confession that
he did not know the purpose of God in culting him off from the field of intense
activity for the lkeration of the Mother-land. He is frank encugh to confess
that in those days he was full of egolsm and believed that very few others would
abe able to accomplish his work., Then he gives his great experience in jail and
his hearing the messnge ¢f God that he must study the Gita and practice the
true Gita gpirit and he God's chosen instrument for carrying on His work in the
country. He tells us how during those days of intense introspection and cone-
templation upon God the principles of Hinduism about which he had only vague
knowledge were revealed to him. e realised that Hinduism is an actual fact
Sanatana Dhgrma ot the old Rishiz called it embodying unlike other religious
principles that are eternal and applicable to man-kind all over the world. He
realiced that India is to be uplified with an unselfish motive not in order to
deminesr pver other countries but to become God's chosen instrument in popular-
ising the real Seuatena Dharms amonget all sections of humanity,

Thare are very many inspired passages and it is so difficult to choose where
the general level of excellence is go high. Stll the following passages might be
mentioned as reaching the highest quality of spiritual fervour. The passage giving
the spirit of the Gita on page (11); the passage about high destiny of India given
on page (12) and abeve all the passages on pages {14} and {17) where ltke Arjuna
in chapter (11) of the Gita he sow Vasudeva everywhere.

Kulapathi 8ri P. A, Subramania Iyer has rendered a great service to Tamilians
by translating this inspired speech in easily sinderstandable Tamil and publishing
it at a cost within the reach of the poorest. Coples of this hook are available
with the publisher at 84, Big Street, Triplicane. Price per copy 0-0-9.  (Nine
pies only). Those who send postal stamps of 0-1-6 annas value will receive a
copy per Book-past paid.

5. K. Y.
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Naganathan at School. By Glyn Barlow. Published by Messrs. K. & J.
Cooper, Bombay. Price Rs. 0-14-0.

This is a reprint of an old favourite with High School boys. How old the
Look is, is indicated by a passage on page 27 where there is a reference to a
half-anna stamp embossed envelope. This half-anna envelope was in existence
about quarter of a century ago.

The book gives an account of  the progress made by, a young village bay
Naganathan, who after completing/his studies in his village middle~-school goes
to a neighbouring town to compléte his high school education, and there he is
subjected to the tdmptation of the place and finally fails in his Matriculation
examination. But instead of returning home broken-hearted Naganathan goes
to the city of Madras and begins life as a cooly earning a pittance. In course of
time, however, fortune smiles on him and the story ends with Naganathan leading
a happy life as a prosperous contractor and a District Board Member.

It is a good picture of South Indian life and of the educational system as it
was in existence about quarter of a century ago. It was a great favourite with
boys of South India at the time of its publication and we hope that it would con-
tinue to be that. ‘ :

'S. K. Y.

(

'Sri Krishna Jenanam. Selections from the 10th Skqnda of Srimath Baghava-
tham ; published by Sri V. K. R. Achariar, B.A., B.L., Retired District
Munsiff, West Mambalam, Madras; price As. 4, including postage As. 6.

Mr. Achariar is to be congratulated on his laudable attempt to make Sanskrit
easy to be studied by one’s own help. About two hundred verses from the most
popular portion of the most popular Purana, the section desling with the incarnation
of Bhagavatha are taken and annotated. So far so good and we have nothlng but
praise for the author.

The author’s ingenious attempt to get over the shortcomings of the Tamil alpha-
bhet by devising new symbols for the various sub-divisions of a particular Varga
cannot be considered to be very successful as the typographical peculiarities are not
easily discernable. Very much better is the attempt popularised by some pub-
lishers of putting small numerals above a particular symbol to indicate, whether
it is to Khara, Atikhara, Mrudu, er Ghosha. 1, 2, 3 and 4 standing for ithem
respectively. ‘

The author has taken considerable pains to explain the rules of Sandhi, the
co-alescing of sounds in Sanskrit. In the fext itself he has given the combining
words separately and has also indicated how trey would combine.

The notes given are above the understanding of the average reader. Pages 178-
79 and 188-89 contain the formula for variouvs forms of verbs and nouns.and for
their conjucations and infiections.

There is no royal road to the mastery of Sanskrit. ~ The rigorous discipline
taken for granted in the study of Siddharupa and Dhathurupavali cannot be got
over by short-cut methods. We congratulate the author on his first attempt to
make Sanskrit popular and his enthusiasm deserves appreciation and sncourage-
ment. But we look upon this as only an experiment and we hope that the author
will learn by what we call the Trial and Error method and find out for himself
what is the best method for popularising Sanskrit.

5 K. Y.
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Prose Selections with Exercises. Second year: published by Messrs. Macmil-
lan & Co., London, price 1sh. 2d. :

We had the pleasure of reviewing the first years’ course in the June number
of the magazine. The Second year course is the continuation of the same and is
pitched in a slightly -higher key. As usual there are selections from well-known
classics and childrens’ favourites like the “Gulliver’s Travels” and the “Book of
Golden Deeds.” The element of romance so dear to children is to be found in
“A Perilous winter in the Antavctic” or in the delightful episode about David Cop-
perfield’s running away. The special feature noticed on the list, i.e., of modern
Broadcast Talks heing introduced is continued and the subject is of great scientific
interest, namely, the Eruption of a volecano. There are helpful notes and directions
for useful study at the end of each lesson. We have to add as we did with regard
to the first book that though the book is intended for students whose age is 12-13,
in this country it can be used only by students about three years older.

S. K. Y.

Report of the Work of the Education Department, London, for the year 1937-38.

This annual publication by Dr. Thomas Quayle, Secretary to the High Com-
missioner, Education Department should be of great interest ‘to educationists of
India. We are glad to be told that the number of students pursuing post-graduate
studies in the United Kingdom shows a tendency to increase. As the Educational
Director and the High Commissioner remark Indian parerts will do well to realise
that there is no use in sending immature youths with no special aptitude or definite
aim. Post-graduate students on the other hand have proved their worth in that
country and are in a position to derive the fullest advantage from the facilities for
further study which may not be easily available in this country.

We are glad to note that the number of women students is on the increase,
and most of them seem to be taking either medicine or Education though some
take to pure science. Anocther matter for gratification is the record of success
achieved by Indian students not only in their educational career but in the field
of athletics as well. We are glad to be told that our students in England including
women “recognising the vastly increased opportunities for public service awaiting
them when they return home to the rapidly changing India” are taking interest
in social-service activites along side of their academic course.

The sections dealing with social and welfare work and the general observations
of the Director are particularly interesting.

It is hoped that Indian parents will realise that it is wastage of money to send
their children to England provided an equally good course is available in India
and that students should be sent only for securing qualifications which cannot be
secured in Indian Universities. India a comparatively poor country is spending
half a million pounds every year on our students living in the United Kingdom.
Every pie of it should be properly utilised. The High Commissioner and the
Education Director deserve the thanks of India for the good care they take of our
students in England. -

5. K. Y.
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Education Department but from other Departments and from the general public.
And we hope the appeal will be responded to. v

Other provinces have got a lesson to learn from this work efliciently done and
we hope that ere-long a similar campaizgn will be launched in our province as well.
' S. K.Y,

Through Elizabethan Eyes. Puklished by Cambridge University Press, price 2s.

Literature is being recognised more and more as the reflection of the genius of
a nation, and in the books of every epcch literary tendencies exhibit themselves.
So far as England is concerned we see that the Drama, the Essay and the novel
and other forms of literature have been coming into prominence at particular periods
and have been serving as nations’ mouth-piece.

The Elizabethan period was rich in its literary out-put and the most cutstand-
ing channel of expression of the literary genius of the nation was the Drama.

There are two schools of eriticism about the Drama, one school holds that it is
a purely objective production, and the other thinks that in spite of its objective
appearance it is merely the expression of tie author and his age. Whatever be our
opinion on the matter there is no denying the fact that a knowledge of the age
in which dramatist lived the people amongst whom he lived, their, ideas, hopes and
aspirations, is of invaluable help in understanding the literature of the pericd. The
book under review gives in a small compass many facts about Elizabethan England,

The student of University class may go to bigger books like Prof. Raleigh’s,
Shakesperian England or the author’s own bigger book on the subject, of which
this is only a condensation. But even the high school student who reads extracts
from Shakespere plays and the average English high school student who reads other
forms of English literature of the Elizabethan period will be helped considerably
to understand what he reads by this bock under review, which deals extensively
both with various phases of English life both in the country and in the city of
London which then, as now, was a very important centre of English life. We
commend this book to studenis and teachers of schools and to school libraries.

5.K. Y.

Stories to tell in the Infant School. By Roselin F. Cole ; Published by Messrs.
Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London. Price 2sh. 6d.

This is a delightful collection of nijce little stories to be narrated to little
children and the author is to be congrautulaied on her rich poctic imagination which
enabled her to write out all these original stories, They are what such stories
should be, short, having a central peint of interest and genial humour about them.

}Tk”‘ '::vell-known devise of lengthening the story by a chain of incidents of the same
. .ure as In the popular nursery story of the Tamilnadu called “Kosha Kosha

Kanre” i.e., "O Fat little calf!” is freely resorted to as in the story of the Magic
Drum, the Giant and Father Sparrow. :

All things take place in a romantic world inhabited by elves and fairies,
wizards and wise~-women to which the keen imagination of children give them easy
aceess.

We wish that similar bright little stories would be written for the entertain-
ment and edification of the children of this country as well,

: S. K. Y.
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Poetry and Appreciation.. By A. F. Scott, published by Messrs. Macmillan &
Co., Ltd, London. Price 3sh. 6d.

As the author makes it clear in his preface this book is intended to serve the
pupils of Sixth Form in the difficult but very necessary art of poetic appreciation.
English literature is taking the place of the old classic in England and in order
that its study may have the same intellectual value it must be done with the
rigorous discipline which characterised the classical studies. Such a course of
intensive study and general appreciation is atlempted in this boock under review. It
is divided into two sections. The first section has 87 poetic selections from Lang-
land and Chaucer down to living poets of to-day. Fach selection is followed by
suggestive questions which can be answered with the help of general notes on the
various kinds of poetry and prosody and the chief poetic devices, various English
metres and main features of poetic language and style given at the end of the book.

‘If the first section has been carefully gone through in the manner intended by
the author, it must be possible for students to attempt the second section where
poems 42 in number are arranged in more or less chronological order. But no
information is given about the authors. 'The student is expected by intensive study
of the general features of the poem and the introductory note on the development
of English poetry down the ages to easily assign the poems to authors.

In these days of in¢reasing importance of science even the study of literature
takes a scientific turn and just as a Botanist and a Zoologist would examine various
specimens of plant and animal life, study their characteristics and classify them,
the student of literature is expected to go through a similar disciplinary course.

The book though intended for Sixth Form students in England will be found
very useful by the Under-graduates of Indian Universities. Those amongst them
who take to the study of English literature as their special subject will do well to
subject themselves to the discipline of intensive and carefuily planned study of
poems as indicated in the book.

S. K. Y.

Looking Back. By Prof. D. K. Karve; published by Hindu Widows' Home
Association, Poona, 4. ) -

We take it that there are very few cultured persons in India of today who
have not heard of Prof. Karve and his Indian Women’s University. Prof. Karve
has laid the world under a deep debt of obligation to him by publishing his auto-

biography. The story of his struggles against difficulties and of his triumphant
achievement. ’

Sri Karve thinks that he is a man of rank and file and his story will be the
source of encouragement to other people of the rank and file. But Mr. F. J.
Gould who writes preface to the volume has aptly characterised him in the following
words. “He had the Arjuna gleam in his Brahman eyes, the gleam that tells—not
of dreaminess which only dreams, but of dream-genius that frames a noble concep-
tion and proceeds to plan, with concentration and business capacity schemes for
the service of humanity, and goes out into the wide world and realises the plans.
. And India and civiliZation whisper blessings on, this aged hero’s name” Sri Karve
was born in 1858 and is an octogenarian teday. He was born of a poor Chitpawan
Brahmin family in the village of Murud and had his course of elementary education
in the village and his highest ambition was to pass the vernacular final examination.
The story of the heroic adventure of young Karve and his friends who walked 110

. family in an out of the way village Parvati had no education
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miles in order fo present themselves before the Commissioner of Examinations at
Sitara reads like a romance. Sri Karve was eighteen years old before he learned
the English alphabet. But once started he went on steadily up the educational
ladder. While studying in school he earned a mere pitance of two or three rupees
by private tutions which went to augment his very slender resources. He entered
college as a youngman of 27 and during his college days at Bombay and before
his settling down in Poona he passed through very hard times. He was asked to
join the Deccan Education Society and he worked his full term there. His marry-
ing a widow as second wife (HMe was married to his first wife when he was very
young and she died ahout a year later) was a momentous step in his life. But he
took that step deliberately. In those days widow re-marriage was vested with
harsh punishment by the orthodox section and many were the humiliations that
Prof.. Karve willingly underwent. In 1895 he started the Hindu Widow’s Home and
later on the Mszhila Vidyalaya for imparting high school education. His various
institutions have now been amalgamated. The idea of the Women’s University was
first adumberated by him in 1813. It was the accidental receipt of a pamphlet
giving a brief account of Japan’s Women University that fired him with the ambi-
tion of founding a similar Univeisity in India, and the rest of his life has been
devoted to that purpose. Starting in a humble way and depending upon himself
and a few fellow-workers he carefully nurtured it in il¢ earlier stages. It is
now called Shreemathi Nathibat Damodher Thackersey Indian Women’s University
because of the princely gift given to the University by Sir Vithaldas Thackarsey.
There was a period of great anxiety when owing to the technical objection it looked
almost as if the gift would not be realised. But it has all erded well and visitors to
Poona can see today the fine building in which the Women’s University is lodged
just outside the city precincts.

Prof. Karve started for a world tour in his 71st year and latereon undertook a
special tour to Africa. He has been keeping account of every pie that he earned and
spent which shows what an extraordirarily careful man he is. His life set forth in
very simple way in this book should ke an inspiration to all especially to the young
who have taken to the profession of teaching. We cannot conclude this brief study
more appropriately than in the concluding words of the preface : “ The great French
phliosopher Auguste Comte said that woman is the true type of the human race.
Hence 'the progress of womanhood is the purest and surest test of the progress of
civilization. A magnificent instinet has moved Prof. Karve to the activity and de~
votion of a long lifetime in the endcavour to give an Indian realization and embodi-
ment to this vital principle. In doing this he has served Poona; he has served
India; he has served Asia; he has served humanity.”

SKY.

My Story: The Autobiography of a Hindu Widow:; by Mrs. Parvati Athavale;
published by The Hindu Widows' Home Association, Poona.

In chapter 16 of Prof. Karve’s autobiography mention is made of Parvati. Bai
Athavale younger sister of Sri Karve's second wife, who joined him in his work when
starting the Women’s Asscciation at Hingne outside the limits of the city of Poona.
The lady herself has set forth the main incidents of her life in the Marathi book
which has been translated by Rev, Justin E. Abbot, D.D. who was working as a mis-
sionery in the Maharashtra.

This story is equally romantic and equally inspiring. Born of an orthodox

except the training at

home fo» looking after the family work. “If we girls Jearned how to properly

[
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arrange for the worship of the idols, how to pound and shell the rice, how to pro-
perly remove the plates on which the family had dined, and how to bathe and care
for the younger children, we were thought to have obtained all the education that
was necessary for a girl,” There is plenty of heridity to explain her forward ten-

dency. Her father though very orthodox was a humanitarian and was prepared to ,

offer drinking water to the untouchables at all hours day or night which was a very
daring act in those days.

She was married when young to a poor Brahmin who was lame and was earning
fifteen rupees as a clerk. She had three children by him but of that the first and
the third died immediately after birth. The second a son by name Narayan is now
the Registrar of the Womens' University, Poomna.

Her married life was not long. She returned afier widowhood to her paternal
home where unfortunately her two other sisters had also come as widows. But
the situation cleared a bit when the eldest of them was re-married io Prof. Karve.
It was through Sri Karve’s exertions that Parvati was induced to go to Poona and
study Marathi, She qualified herself for a teachers certificate,’and when Prof. Karve
started the Widow’s Home she was attached to it as a worker and in a brief interval
of four years she continued to be connected with that institution which has grown
from humble beginnings to its present position.

The chief work that she did for the institution was to tour the country and
appeal to people for subscription for the Widows’ Home and the Womer<’ Univer-
sity. Though she was ignorant of English and new for the Maharashtra she was
able to tour almost throughout India and it is gratifying to note that on an average
she was able to collect three to four thousand rupees every year and her total col-
lections during about 20 years amounts to sixty to seventy thousand rupees, a very
notable achievement for a helpless widow who travelled all alone. During the
course of her travels she seems to have come to our province as well and what she
observes about the conditions of Temples and Mutts in Udipi and Malabar deserves
to be noted. (Page 45).

All these years she remained a widow quite orthodox not even interdining with
re-married sister and getting her head tonsured. It was only in 1913 when she
was 43 years old that she thought of giving the tonsured and it was just at that end
that she began to pick up some English. During the years 1916-20 she went to Ame-
rica more with a view to pick up English by living in the English speaking house
and many were the difficulties she had to encounter.

She has her own independent views on the sort of education necessary for girls
and she is strongly of opinion that it should not be a mere duplication of the educa-
tion given for boys. Nor is she in favour of absolute equality to man and woman
in all walks of life and the women being compelled to earn her livelihood. She feels
that the home is the women’s true sphere and family life ought to be preserved un-
impaired and she is for giving our girls such education as would enable them to
make their homes attractive, -

The story of an ordinary widow who by dint of perseverance and single-minded -

devotion to duty was gble to do so much is/very inspiring and we hope it will be
translated in all the Indian languages so that millions of women of our motherland
may be inspired by this worthy example. ! SKY.

EDITORIAL

EDUCATION WEEK

Elsewhere an account of the celebrations of the Education Week"
-observed throughout the presidency is given. For want of space it -is
not possible to publish in full the matter received from various centres.

© We have no doubt that the proceedings will be read with great interest

by all those interested in Modern Education. The celebrations were
held in very many centres from the distant Waltair on the North to
Pattamadai in the South. A nole-worthy feature is the interest which
some Elementary Schools have shown in the celebrations. It is refresh-
ing to notice that in many centres the ecitizens in the locality including

" Government servants and Lawyers have freely co-operated with the

lccal Committees. The opinions they have expressed in regard to Edu-
cational Reorganisation must carry considerable weight, and teachers
will do well to examine the several points of view presented by them.
If the good influence of the Education Week should be lasting it is very
necessary that the various centres should have a programme of follow-up
activities. Parents also are seen to have-taken part in the celebrations
and the leaflet prepared by the Central Education Week Committee for
the perusal of parents seems to have been well received. It will be
good if the various centres should send us suggestions fcr the improve-
ment of the programme of the Education Week. Teachers and schools
need not be told that education can make progress only with the intelli-

" gent co-operation and supgport of the public and the parents. Will the

public continue to complain that the expenditure on education is mount-
ing up if it be given opportunities to realise that this expenditure though
high is not high enough for the great nation-building work ? It is there-
fore primarily the duty of the teaching profession to make even the man
in the street realise that the expenditure on education is a worthwhile
investment. That this expenditure is very necessary will be easily
understood and accepted by the public only if it be impressed with the
work done in schools. It is the object of the Education Week to make
the public realise the responsible nature of the task the schools are
called upon to undertake and the strenuous efforts they have been mak-
ing towards the all round development of children. We hope that this
Education-Week-consciousness will become province-wide and that every
school will have+a well-thought out programme of its own which will
appeal to the imagination of the people and bring home to them the goal
~apd requirements of modern education.

| RN,
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CONDARY EDUCATION REORGANISATION CONFERENCE

The attentio |
n of our readers is invited to the short note on Se
con-

. .

of the Union, Sri 8. K. Y
oo B - K. egnanarayana Iyer and published
s e eti;x;;:\l ‘;rwf accoxfn’c of the Conference and theelr')s:e“s’&e;i
oo trec fo expain ow certain points of importance have not bee
aken inio consice on in the C‘tonference. Our readers will no do bn
o o masret 1 ;zcsommendatxons made by the various Sub-Com:itE
e sinee (s rm,‘ not been possible to publish these recommend
tons since they 1t 1}1)p to about 25 pages of typed matter. The re .
o the th efore the Government and we do not know ;?;“'
e that o ofverr.xment may choose to take. It is, how .
B gomaral W[;;o eiilirgsséxs:id have an idea of the rec’:ommei:,t;:-’
ton : . . 1 suggested that the i
ab]i tl:)e;});llo}ilshed as a special }eaﬁet by the union an;elc)zmmiindano?s
e constituent associations and schools at cost prrix:: ® el

Our readers will be g :
Iad to k 1 .

for (1) Vocati f? g now that Committees w ‘ot

of éolaﬁg:l:l(g:} Cougt;s (2) Middle School Course and eIi?tearipomted
i rses Pre-University C " erary part

cation. Th . sity Course and (4) Physi :

cummber of zucbf)mmltt'ee for Y?cational Courses has w(itl)lwt}iyb}llcil Edu-
o committees given suggestions for elp of a

such as:— ) a5 many as 18 courses

zocatfonal Course for Ministerial Service
Voca:{onal Course for Teachers’ Training.
o ’ .
M ca fonal Cqurse for Travelling Agents and Sal i
ocat}onal Course for Civil Science. - Plestaanship
Vocational Course in Pottery. - . ' .
Xocat%onal Course in Leather Work
Vocatfonal Course in Textile Subjects,
ocatfonal Course in Book Binding
Vocatfonal Course in Tailoring. .
Vocatfonal Course in Engtaving..
zocatxonal Course in Wood Work
Vocatfonal Course in Drawing and Design
o i . ‘
Voizg:i:i gourse in Metal Work and Electro-plating
i ourse in Carpentry and .
Xocatmnal Course in Printing.y Hattan Work:
Vz:gonal Course in Electrical Engineering
ional Course in Mechanical Engineeriné

.
H i

Ir

Ylic Instruction, Ma
7 reorganisation.
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students in the Vocational courses. The recom-

is for the training of

mendations in respect of the Middle School Course and the Pre-
University Course have already been brought to the notice of associations
in some form or other and eriticisms have already appeared in the press.
The Middle School Course is to be & uniform course for all and there is
bifurcation after the Fourth Form.

As has been pointed out by the President of the
paturally begin to ask what financial provision is proposed

Government. Vocational Courses cannot all be
g, and very few of the existing schools can com-
Mere inclusion of Vocational Courses
Again many of our public men
hilities of running the Vocational
v be that existing teachers
1l at once. But
propose 1o deal

Unpion in his note

every one will
to be made by the
started one fine mornin
mand the necessary resources.
in the schems 1is oply the first-step.

have their own doubts about the possi
Courses with the existing tcachers. It ma
cannat undertake Vocational Courses &

the avthorities and not tell us how they
with the problem. ell to remember that .many of the

young teachers in sC od to undergo a coUrse in suitable
vocational subjects so as to qualify themselves fully for the work. If
public men and authorities mean business they will have to think out
a plan of refresher courses for the training of suitable teachers. It is

v of the existing

hoped that Government will also undertake a surve
schools with reference to their resources, equipment and programme.

They will have also to get info touch with the management and find out
how far the managing bodies will be able to bear the turden and co-
pperate with the authorities in regard to reorganisation. A reorganisa-
tion of schools cannot certainly be undertaken all at the same time, and
it will be some years before reorganication programme is completed.
But wastage will be avoided and the courses will have a chance of bear-
ing fruit if a definite plan is decided upon on the basis of the existing
‘the future needs. The importance of reorganisation has
by the Government of India ; and the Director of Pub-

dras, has again and again veferred to the necessity for

insiruction in-
public men do
They will do &
hools are prepar

resources and th
been pointed out

ig for the Covernment to adopt a
We, therefore, arc
likely to adopt in
hoose to do

As matters stand at present it

definite line of action in regard to recrzanisation.
eagerly awaiting the step {hat the Government is
regard to this big question. What the Government may ¢

will perhaps be indicated in the budget for the coming year.

a—

- A GREAT EDUCATICNIST
We have great pleasurc in exte
7pmfession of South India a cordial welcong™

nding on pehalf of the teaching
«+g the distinguish-
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ed educationist, Dr. Maria Montessori, Madras teachers arve fortunate in
having now in their midst such a distinguished educationist whose contri-
bution to education is admitted to be unique. We are glad to learn that
the S.I.T. Union is taking steps to give a reception on behalf of the
teaching profession to Dr. Montessori in December 33. We understand.
that Dr. Montessori has been pleased to agree to deliver a course of
three lectures for the benefit of teachers in general in Madras in Decem--
ber 39. This course of lectures is, we understand, arranged at a week-
end so as to enable the teachers from the mofussil to go to Madras and
have the benefit of the. course. We do hope that representatives of
teachers’ associations and schools will find it possible to go over to
Madras and take advantage of the facilities which the S.I.T. Union and
the Madras Teachers’ Guild have been able to provide through the
kindness of Dr. Montessori. The attention of our readers is invited to
the notice published elsewhere in this connection.
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