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XXXI PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

At a meeting of the Executive of Reception Committee
organised by the Thirunelvely District Teachers’ Guild held on
Saturday, the Sth instant at the M.D.T. Hindu College, Thirunel-
vely, it was decided to hold the Conference at Ambasamudram.

Sri. J. L. P. Roche Victoria, M.L.A., Chairman, Tuticorin
Municipality was elected the Chairman of the Reception Committee.
Sri. A. Srinivasa Raghavan, M.A., Professor of English, M.D.T.
Hindu College, Thirunelvely, was elected the General Secretary of
the Reeeption Committee. Messrs. V. Venkatakrishnan, John
Devadasan and Xanthimathinatha Pillai were elected Joint
Seeretaries.

Srivaikuntam,
13-12-°39.

(Sd.) C. VENKATAKRISHNAN,
Secretary.
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE LEAGUE OF NATTONS
The 1938 issue of the ARMAMENTS YEAR-BOOK

of the League of Nations is the only publication in the world in which it is
possible to find all essential information published by Governments, or ob-
tained direct from Governments, on the armed forces of nearly every coun-
try in the world.

In the case of land armies, air forces, navies of national defence expendi-
ture, figures for 1938 (or 1938-39) will be found for the majority of the coun-
tries.

1114 pages (bound in cloth) Rs. 17-3 postage extra.

The STATISTICAL YEAR BCOK OF THE TRADE IN ARMS & AMMU-
NITIONS which is now in its fourteenth year of pukblication, contains infor-
mation concerning the imports and exports of arms, ammunition and imple-
ments of war of 60 countries and 64 colonies, protectorates and mandated

1. League of Nations Delhi Office,
4, Curzon Road, New Delhi.

2. The Book Co., Litd,,
College Square, Calcutta,
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(3EORGE ARUNDALE

I want to {ry, if I can. o lift you all up into the heights of this
Besant Theosophical School. Al of you come from comparatively small
csurroundings. You have not had any of the great impetus which comes
from an understanding of the real purpose of education, and so while
swwe have this Besant Thecsophical School with its splendid name, one
dare not feel satisfied with the work that is going on. It is much

« smaller than it ought to be, much more ordinary than it ought to be.
Unless the teachers are in some measure out of the ordinary, unless
*hey can rise out from those narrownesses in which through no fault of
their own they are confined, naturally and inevitably the School cannot
grow, because the School depends to no small extent upon the teachers.
If the teachers cannot give the necessary uplift, one cannot expect very
much from the younger people.

¥

R

Times of Storm

territories. The statistical information covers, in general, a period of 5 years
ending with 1937, I want you to realize that y va lving nmxmda\c in times of storm
340 pages Rs. 8-10 postage extra, and stress and splendid oppsriun ty Whether you teachers here are
capable of entering into the spirit of storms and of 30 rselves expanding
Authorised agents for the publications of the League of Nations:— to the spirit of leadership which is of the very essence of f this School, of

course, remains to be seen.

* An Address to the faculty of the Besant Theosophical School, Adyar, 14th
September, 1939.
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If T were your principal or vour headmaster. I should demand very
much from every one of ycu. I should not necessarily demand that you
should teach well, though I should hope you did. I should not even
necessarily demand that vou should be cager either as to studies or as
to games. But I should demand from cach one of vou o contribution

v V’\“ﬂ"

to the School in an enthusiasm with which you are able to endow
students and an inspiration which you are able to give them. I fhm 14

~—-gdemand that and nothing less than thet. Either you could or could
;O
et T

Uwot give it. I not, there are other places where you can tench. You
n‘q{p:f‘%c::v again elzewhere. If vou can give it, then vou can laad this

(), a reasonable fulfilment of its great purposes.

Al
, ai"
in i The Magic of the Imugination
S g 1
ERSI 1
Vou fourselves at such a tirie as this should be able Ly vour own
inngt rog {gic to lift yourselves up into an imaginaiive picture »f yvourselves

S
m.-“',g

]g,"mrf to lead your country in one de 3p- artment of life or in another.
You may still

o1
H
i

o1 may not be able to do anything for the moment.

//

“remain in prison. But with the help of that petent magic of the imagi-

nation. you ought imaginatively to he able to feel vourselves giving
a lead to India in those aspects of life which are near and dear {o you
It might be in politics. It might b in education itself. It mig
aight be in any way in which your

1
n

shit be in
musie, in the many forms of art.
soul fecls eager to express itsel

1t

Iife and not Form

should care very muech less for the routine of administration,
though I know well its importance. I should care less ahout the details.
1 should want to sce life rather than form here in the Besant Theosophi-
cal School.

I should expect each one of you in your own classes with that im-
agination in which you lift yoursclves up intc the spirit of leadership
jor your own respective lives to see whether you cannot so make
7lowing the lives of your individual students.

The Path of Leadership

You have not fulfilled your duty simply by teaching your students
the subjects for which you arc responsible or playing with the students
in their games. Your task is tremendously uphill and tremendously
slow. You may not be able to perceive results as you would like to
perceive them. But your business is to try to give every student, how-
ever voung he may be—that does not matter—every boy and girl, at
least an entry into or a vision of, through your own example, through
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your own precepts, through your own living, thc path of leadership.
They should see you as standing out among your fellows with something
to give which is different from that swhich others give, something to do
which is finer or different from that which others do.

Give Your Vision of the Real

There is no use of the constant sacrifices we make for this Besant
Theosophical School unless you co-operate to the full with virility, with
vigour, with life, with cnthusiasm. There must be nothing less than
that.  And you can all give it, no matter what your respective tempera-
ments ‘may be. You should be able to let everything go but the great
vision of the Real as you individually may havpen o perceive it. You
nught to be a fire with that vision, so that whatever you may he teaching,
whatever you may be giving, whatever may be your contacts with vour
pupils, that fire enfolds them and arouses in them their own individual
fires.

ra

We are not Conceriied with Results

Howaver young a child may be, he has in him the beginnings of fine
and great living. Those beginnings he may seize hold of in this incar-
nation or in another incarnation. Tt is not your business. He may not
seize hold of them at all while you have to do with him. Student after
student may pass through your hands in this Besant Theosophical School
and there may be no results in their case.

But if you have the spirit of leadership within you along any line
whatever, your attitude must be the attitude of seeking, seeking and
secking, with no sense of despondency, still less any sense of despair
hecause pupil after pupil passes throagh vour hands and nothing happens,
you do not feel any response to the flames which are surging through you.
Each of you must be an individual with his own uniqueness, with his
own genius and power, so that he is different from all the rest of you,
so that he is, as it were, almost fanatic about that which to him is
supremely wonderful.

And that uniqueness must content you even though you fail to
arouse in any of your pupils their own uniqueness.

The Futility of the Present System

Of course, I agree to the full that you have to work against an
iniquitous system of education. There is hardly anything about it that
is right. T have not worked in the educational field for all these years
in every aspect of education—as teacher, as headmaster, as principal, as
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inspector of schools, as administrator—without knowing the futility of
the present svstemn of education. That futility injures you. You have
grown up in it and have become deadened in it. That deadened condi-
tion through no fault of your own persists and makes it almost impossi-
ble for any real work to be done.

If we were free—and how I wish the Sesant Theosophical School
were free—we could get rid of all these examinations, all of these con-
nections with Govesnment. 3ut this is not poessible. We should find
ourselves in opposition to the feolishness and ignorance of parents and
perhaps to their natural demand that their children shall learn to ecarn
their living. But ii weo were iree, then our curriculum would be dilfer-
ent from what it is at the present time.

An Ideal Curricuium

1. The Indian Soul.

In the #irst placo, such a curriculum would be supremely Indian.
I am always afraid, if I may sav so without offering any offence, of our
Euroncan members. BMest of them have little of the Indian tradition
behind them. They are very good, very excellent people, but are they
alive with the soul ia? WWhile cone is thankful for their co-opera-
tion, T should be even more thankful for their narticipation whole-
heartedly in the soul of India. I om sometimes a little anxious lest we
have too many western members on our stafl. for ihe particular reason
that it is the Indian sou!l that must be released, and even if we were an
international school. it is still the Indian spirit that is needed. It is
the Indian soul that is vital. 1at would be the basic element of the

-

curriculum and should permeate every aspect of our work.

2. Emotionel Culture Through the Arts and Crafts.

Next to that would be the arts and erafts. 1 should not begin with
the Montessori System as it is at vresent, or with any mental exercises,

Lut rather with emotional exercizes. through rhythms of all kinds—
o
physical, @sthetic, artistic, and so on.

3. The Lifz of the Indian People.

When [ had established thesz to a certain cxtent in the younger
classes, then I should want my pupils to become acquainted with the
daily life of the Indian people. That matters more than your mathe-
matics, geography. history and literature, and all these other non-essen-
tials. What thess young people want, even while they are young, is
life, and when they grow a litile older, it is the understanding of their
fellows round them that they need. With the development of the emo-
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tions and the feclings in the beautiful Indiar way in which those emo-
tions and feclings can he developed, they would understand life and be
eager then to study subject after subject which you would explain to
them so that they might know the life of their brethren better through
the development of the mind, through the growth of knowledge, and
later on through the attainment of wisdoem.

4. Fracticnl Service.

Then to that understanding we should add practical service, and
that would be to all intents and purpozes our curriculum. We should
have all we wanted and the young people would have all they wanted,
and we should have the example of every teacher as a good citizen in the
outer world as well as a fire exampie in the inner world of his School
to the palpitating eagerness of his pupils.

There is no teacher here who should simply confine himself to
teaching. He cannot teach with any fire, with any living reality, unless
he helps tc do some service to these around him. That aspect of edu-

cation we did accoraplish in the Central Hindu College, for we never
allowed a single student, except the very youngest, to go on through the
curricalum without giving s me‘[hmg of what he received, something of
his happiness, jov, peace, in whatever form it might most be needed.
Thus they gave something of what they received to their more unfor-
tunate brethren.

The Acid Test.

Of course we werc enslaved by the educational system as you are
enslaved. You are working against great cdds, but you must realize you
are working against great odds and give yourselves all the more. Ii I
were the headmaster or principal of the institution, I should judge every
teacher by the extent to which I could feel ‘a certain fire beginning to
slow in the pupils, so that they were happy, light-hearted, eager in their
games, eager in their work, so that one felt that they had become free in
a delight in living. If I ever do come here to judge, I shall not ask to see
the work done—one assumes that the work is well done. If it is not, it
ought to be. I shall want to know how far these young people are be-
ing released from the smallness of their normal lives, even if only in a
very small measure, and are becoming free and strong and happy.

Dreaming Dreams.

We are only beginning. But we must inspire even the young chil-
dren to dream dreams within the restrictions of their own lives, and as
they grew older to see visions of the things they hope they will do in the
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future. even though when thoey 1oneh rzm*,t:riiy they find themselves
unable to do what they have visioned. You teachers must thov‘ the
way. The aeld test of your value {o this Scho 7 is the capacity you have
to be fine voung people, for most of you are’young, to have your own
enthusiasms and to communicate noi 'HOSJ en‘ihksiasms, but {0 com-

municate that which will fan the enthusiasm of your pupils.

Arve you Avousing Your Cun Gewius ?
Ny o xzr? ey o
08¢ 0 You who ore artists here, what groat things ave

1re your moving gradually towards
3 S & Y
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pportunity to express something won-
ful or not does not matter,

derful ? Whether 1;:,.‘-13;:—- thm:: it
u hd\’\, dene something which

If vou have the enthusiasm. if vou feel v

1
gives you a thrill. then vou are able to teach. 7 would challenge my
have yeu dene, whut have you accomplished
ctions, thrills ?

artist breihren: What

or achieved, that causes you satisia
I would say the same to those who engage in any line of {eaching
whatever : To whal extent have you achieved something in that sub-

Ject that malkes you feel ihat at least you have not lived in vain vour

life of devotion to tha

L am waiting 1o Liontessuri teachers what they are
going to do. Not what § copy. for anybody can copy, though not

everyhody can copy v t the power to copy that is wanted—
it is the originality. ‘i’hai is é‘he whole spivit of Mme. Montessori's

but that you vourselves

work. Not that vou

should vibrantly be. We are waiti

for cur feachers to give us that.
rou do or Zive or under-

rezent time 7 Are you

o

I vou are a teacher of hisiory. what can

stand of historv that iz not undaz

»
just repeating whai you have learned in the exam

i minations or -=vhat you
can find in the texthocks, or are you a ploncer 7 Can you go further

with the aid of your imagination ?

)
If you are musicians. zan you compesz so as to satisfy vour souls ?
3 3
It is only as you young and you older teachers, too, are an exaraple
v will become their finer Selves.

-

to your pupils that you can hope
We Can Help India.

India is in a difficult situaticn  We, humble though we are, few in
numbers though we are, can help to prevent India from taking a wrong
urning.  Civilizations in the past bave taken wrong turning: and have
had to return on fo the highread of growth again. Individuals can take
wrong turnings. Indiz alsc can telie a wrong turning. She must not.
If she takes a wrong turning now in the midst of the tremendous oppor-
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tunity before her, who knows how long will it {ake her to raturn to the
highroad of her intended prosperity.

Lift the Level of India’s Citizons.

r 1 # . 4y 1323 +
You who are citizens of ¥our cou ﬂff , at such n time as t11S, mMusy

give of your noblest and best, whatever it may be, cven thourh it may
not seem direetly helpful to vour country in such ways as entering
into polities, speaking in public mectings, ing an active part in pub-
e life. At least you must give of vour finest so as to Lift the level of

citizens in this land. Only by so ]ntzrg the level of citizens will India
become free.

Whu are We Here ?

This little school is not for the purnose of Lelping a handful! of stu-
dents fo pass examinations. We have fo enslave ourselves to that for
> of getting pupils at 2ll.  So we have to do the best we can to

FRERE9Y

and peesibly send us pupils in even larger numbers.

halp ihem to pass examinations in order tha! parents may be satisfed

But what does it matter ts any of us whs have established this
Scheol, save that the Besant Spirit, ihnf spirit of service, Lhat spirit of
sacrifice, that spirit of self-discipline amidst all ci ircumstances, that spirit
of passicnate love for India, sholl incarnate in ~ver v teacher who is
privileged to be here and in every pupil who is guided here, lot us hope
Ly the forces that are slowly. by dearees, maltine for Indian righteous-
ness, and for that power of rightcousness that shall spread throughout
the whole world.

I have lived for over thirty vears in this country. I do knosw that the
only thing that matters iz that Indin chall he greatly free, for that means
the freedom of the world. I want cach one of vou who are westerners
to remember that. :

You Can be What You Will to be.

In these days live above rouvrselves. Moke a sacrifice of your
smaller cenveniences and desires. Try now when the doors are wide
open to lift yourselves into vour finer Selves, into proximity to that
Godliness which is essentially yours from the heginning of time and
which permeates you more and more as you live life after life. This is
the time when vou can more quickly he whatever vou will to be.

The question is:  Can you awaken or can you not ? Porhaps there
may be even among these teachers some who cannot awaken. who can
only go along the conventjonal way. There will be some pupils simi-
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larly situated. Even if ameng vou there is not a single pupil who is
capable of leadership, you must not relax your efiorts.  And yet I know
perfectly well that there are such nuwls here, because I do from time
to time observe that there are a number of young people who are very
worth while, I wonder what vou teachers are deing with them. Do

vou, to start with, recognize them 7 How are you helping them, giving

them enthusiasm, inspi justilving your membership of

r how disgraceful it will be if,
bia to see bevond our

: nsiitution young peonle who
might have responded splend . it would ke a tragedy and it is a ter-
rible responsibility for us.

the stafl of this institutinn ?
through small-mindedness.

normal ways of living, we lfl
h]
1

on)
w
..
3
)
K‘J

But I believe, as & matter of fact, even thoush one must assume al-
ways a percentage of pe\) ple who are net able to rise. in the case of this
staff that percentage may either be vm'y very small, or perhaps even
negligible, nen-existent. IL may he that ecach one of you realizes he has
come 0 this School in order ihai_ he may help India forward, and him-
self individually forward incidentelly. He realizes that he is to pave
the way Jor the India of thz future to be lessed with leaders.

Shake Vourselves Free of Slavery,

I am afraid that some of you may ke very matter-of-fact. Ii is so
easy thus to be. I am afraid that some of you may have little of the
divine afilatus of Iwc‘ia in vou, so that you forget that yvou are Indians.
You moy be al the level of the ensisvement from which India has suffer-
ed for 150 years or more.

You must shake yourselves out of this. Here is the place for you
te sheke yourselves free. Here is an oasis of liberty in the midst of a
desert of slavery, that slavery in which the average individual through-
out the couniry is nmirisoned and {rom ~which it is so dificult for him to
escape.

What of Orthodozxy ?

I am not concerned with your individual lives, so far as forms are
eoncerned. I must say at present that while for the moment it scems
futile to be orthodox, I think a magnificent orthodoxy is a wonderful
asset. I think we need more of it, if it could bz real, humble and non-
obstructive. I should like to get hack into the essential beauties of
Indian living out of the promiscuities which Britain I am afraid has
ignobly conferred upon the Indian people.

I am not at all clear as to Temple Enfry. It is a fashion now, of
course. It is very easy to say that all must be alike. Vet there are or
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should be hely piaces which give ireely 1o becouse they wre upurt.
And this promiscuous temple entyy fills me wirh a certain amount of

s 13

alarm, just as the enlive abandonment of the coste systemn is to me dan-
gerous. DBut that is not the il

On the Alter of the Self.

First to his ewwn Figher 2l o
where waiting ic be conquered.
Then to the peace and the
nd h'u:z, threuzh whats

ness, the sy i a‘f power, o

: 1 P R S
which gave o the workd her greal men and women.

All these greatnesses are near to us and we can gaze upon cne or
another of them and so make them alike in ourselves.
ficent devolion, an ungquenchable,
a great izht upon India’s way.

—e

Some of vou can give a magn
unchangeabls devotion that may be ¢
Some of you can give some spouific glory of genius, not neecessarily
in some great discovery but in a wonderful wvay of communicating truth
—the little truths or the gyeater iruths, those truths which {o you are

most true.

Some of you can live lives of action, going forth ints the ouisr world
and speaking your mest honost word sgainst any cacophonies from the
unrighteous mobs.

Some of you can give greal art, great music.

Some of you can give perhaps real sacrifice and heroism.

I should not have to make a list of greatnesses. You ought to be
feeling, when I am talking, what is your note, your quality, the splend-
our which is you, but which for the moment perhaps lies hidden, so that
you may get rid of all the darkness around it and let it shine, in your
case, upon your pupils.

Your Dharma.

Leadership, dear friends. is your dharma in the Besant Theosophical
School no matier who vou are. Your own leadership always reverently
2
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subordinate to Mother India and her needs, you place your lives in these
days at her dispssal, just as the young Britisher or the young French-

> You who unifortunately are
ake vour lower selves
1 into your class-rooms with
ceme of whom you perchance
1 can help to mould into
izh ynight otherwise not want

man, the young I
ot able to do
the servants oi
1 feeling that
can help to {ind
suitable recepiacies
to enter into them.

oy .
rour o ive

should icach,

I do net want o (2l about the details
or what housenasters should de, oy how i.;,:u“\n \h ald play gomes
with thelr pupils
e born into this
wiil know how

time of the world's live i
L need, you will
, not irem your

to teach, vou will
not need the met
minds. And you will teach well

I feel very sure that if through these dark thmes, and in the midst
i is utterly unwoerdthy, an educational
the education Iindia’s sons and
have in old:h ci”vs, if we can survive this, if none of

5

achieved in becoming B.As
he

cf an educational
systern flagrantly
daughters used to
you will leel any pride in what

M.A's, LD s or :zné other seric s, hut rather feel there is noth-
ing in if 11. it you will fezi also is & melting-pot, here is just

a little real India, inte which you have heen guided by India's Rsis, and
into which the bovs and givis ; 1 gu,adeu by India’s Rsis, if
sou believe in Them ivi guiding India as best They
can, then there will he 1 e to cause you to feel diffidence. On
the contrary you will feel you cun do great things just in these small
surroundings. Please reslize that what you are deing here, however
ignored by the world as a whole, however outside the present scope of
the educational authorities, however unnoticed by the public at large,

is work that is going to help to free India.

Schools of Leadership.
I only wish that there were many other institutions throughout India
just like this, so that everywhere we might have little places of light
amidst a somewhat prevailing darkness,
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greatness, how-
ever misguided, that grantness parceives s 3 realitv, even
though it twrists that real; v intn iapohle ends.  Adslf Hitler knows full
well the value of Schools for TLeacdershin and that unless such scheols
are cdotted all over Germany the Titure c:f Geormany i3 in grave danger.
So he has little schools

selected nupils. Ti :
are traired as to their emetions in chncni:f ir. music, in the arts. They
szovle Tive practieally from the
> about which I have been
22 in Germanv.  Though,

Tt is & cnyious thinz, you lnow,

I-- pairiotic teachers, with

this.  And here these pupils

e trained to know how the Ge“nm’p
very beginning. Such a curri
talking has
of courza, it has heen twisted, it iz one of ﬂ‘\fz most wonderful things to

me that when there is greatness, oven thouch an upsidedovn greatness,
af rveality and enter into it,

it canmel help por ‘”"l"‘nff wome sirauiacriam 3

distorted as it must neads he. These Schools ara vwrong and do exil to

the pupils. Yet thare is something richt in them,

Plan for the Future

word, I would asl you to try {0 sez if you cannot plan a

:al gyste edncatlor even thourh it mav be inoperahle for the
moment. See if vou cannot nlan thic School vo that the childrsn come
intn an atwsphers of leadershing Sce if vou cannot plan vour own in-

lividual Tives so that vou scintillale with spavile, with vision of great

and tho dwelling thorein.

I have a very eager hopa that vou will all be worthy of wvour
Schonl which has honourad vou by ﬂr*r":pﬁn‘;' vou here, and vou will he
zble to b2 lenders of the Young India that surrounds vou and loves vou

things

and iz sager to b helned by vou




Derr Comrades

¢ time this veaches you. the happy secason of Chv~'°‘1nzls
e begun and Iater on the New Year, DEO

[
) wish every raader of this maen~zine » merry Christmas and a n:‘-.ppy

Vou vould be ulac

1gnd nj 1"\'11‘“!’1\1

’Tror‘

Recm‘f?v when Iweni to Trichur to preside over All Cochin Teach-
v to go to Calicut fo interview
RMalabar for his patronage of the

[t

not in town, I was not

commending

manazemsnt o ‘i’nc them the two re-

nomels, ’mat' every school must
c! : . to the Malabar Distrizt Teachers’
(5uild and that every school shouid sukzcrite for a copy of the “ Ssuth
Indian Teacher.” i

have ¢

f cular, there will he en-
the Aalahar District amld would hecome a
strong link of the S.IT.U.

couraging response an

I make an appeal {o all the Presidents, Secretaries and Committee
members of the i uilds {0 foliow these two hnes of improve-
ment, namely, to approach the manazements in their District i.e., Dis-

—+

trict Boards, Municipalitiss, Committees and so on and to see that every
‘Scuth Indian Teacher” and that

High school gets a copv of the f
every Higher Elementary schoel ai least gets a copy of the “ Balar
Kalvi,”

Let us have this as cur Programine for the year 1940,

S, K. VEsHANARAYANA ATYVAR,

President.

LECTURE IL—THE CHILD

I have noticed that here in India every time a lecture or a literary
representation takes place, the performance is started with a prayer.
Therefore let me start this fist lecture not by a prayer but hy rendering
homage and elevating our thoughts to the child. How I wish to give my
resnectiul greetings to the child the new man who is coming into the
world ! Teo do this meditation on the hov who is small and apparently
nowerless, is necessary. It is necessary to stop and think though it
is something which is evident and veslize this fact that this new-born
baby one day will become a man. When we say that the child is the
son of ifs mother and father we say onlv a part of the truth; because
what have the father and the mther done ? What the parents have
done for this new born hay is {o ¢give o fow pounds of flesh.  Te it possi-
ble {or the child to srow into a man without intelligence? We are what
we are due to the work of the child, we are the heirs of the child. Tt
is the child which constructs the man. This we must not forget. The
realization of this fact is so great that it has moved poets to give ex-
wressicn to 1. Emerson has said that the child is the eternal angel
who comes into the world in ovder to elevate man.: The adults feel this
marvellous change and elevation when the child is born into the family.
This is the sentiment which inspires the mother and the father to dedi-

te their lives and energies to the new baby. If the adults were not
from time to time touched by the divinity which the child brings with
it, they will be worse than what they are to-day. Science in general
and educational seience in particular has not realized in a vractical way
this great importance of the child.

The Child is a Creator.

In The minds of adults the conviction has remained that the child
is an cmpty being, an empty vessel. The child has in him he aptitude
of the creator though the adult considers him helpless and strives to
do everything for him. The help which the adult gives to the child
rests merely on the negative moral characteristics or errors of the child.
The attitude of the adult is that he must set an example for the child
to imitate. Many scientific investigations have been carried on the
child and many impressive proofs have heen given of the importance of
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the child. On the physical it is the possibility of the child 1o erow into
a more or less pe 1fc°t adult and from the psvchological point of view it
has beer found that the anamelies in the character of the adult resull
from crrors commifted during the parind of childhood. I there is any-

J
i
thing bad in us, something contaminated, the roots must he sought in

our infancr. The trath of thic has heen aeeonted by ail, The univeresd
idea therefore is to Cﬂ]‘l‘cci the ml( but \my should this effort bhe
Tev +1 a
!

limited onlv 1o those things which are wrong 7 As illusivated by ex-

perience in many diﬁ'emm couniries, 1 wish to say our good characler-

istics, the cualities that we have in owr zoul have haen made by the

child. Not only this, bui 2lt our chavacteristics. the charncieristics of
-

the liuman personalifty have beon c¢iaborated by the child. x-."c are ac-

customed to consider that cur gua and our merits and faculiles are

v <

an erratie produet, a gift of nature, e snesk of the chararterisidcs of
T
A3

tr

our race ag if thess were given in us, adulis, We speak of our strength

as if that is a gift to us by rature. Bui we must realize ihat all we

possess ave an elaboration of the chiidran we once vrere, ANl those things

that we feel. the orientation that we possess. our languare, our charac-

teristical thoughts and all the rvest of which wo are proud have heen

elakorated by men during the period of childhacd when it was nossible

to create. To understand this, it is suflicient to stop and think 2hout
.

one little thing. No matier where we are wo have acguired the nower

of adantation to the places e live in. Vou are Indians and vau feel
hanpy in India. T am an Talian and I fnd life casy in Italy. Twven after
five or six centuries when the conditions of ¢ h country vrould have
changed the peonles will find & nevfectlv natural to live in the con

tions that will exist than, This is a si:"ﬂ.;ﬂa fact but it is very diffieu 1*
to understand. If the child had not the poss ‘nhh of adapting itself,
that ie almest incarnating the personality, wa ‘vould have been left help-

.-yy

less in our environment. e would {ind it ‘mpossible 4o adapt our-

!
selves to the conditions that will exist after. say, one thousand years,
but the child that is born then w3l ind |
man who is zuited to those conditions. hild iz not emupty vessel
hut has potentialities which must be re“lvc’ T‘wefsn are scen only when
they become actual. These characteristics of the child are proved by
its activity. The human faculties come to us, because they are built
through an c¢laboration which has been carried out during different
periods.

natural to form the

Law of Development

Now what is of scientific interest is to study these activities and to
see the laws which zovern them. Take for instance the development of
language. The child little by little begins to talk, but how marvellous
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this nalural faculiy 150 Before i is slx monihs old which s the e
when it begins w wiier sylables w has feavnd 1o distinguish the sounds
ihai male up the languege from & othee seunds thiat survound it the
soungs oi the aulomoebile, the locomoilve, the cries of anbmals and so
on.  The ecliid has captured ine delicaic sounds of the articulated
language. Aud these sounds are taken wot coldly but with passion,
wicn such a strong passion inat the very body of the cluld undoergoes
transfosmation, a passion that animates the souscles, the veend chord,
the tongue and the cheeks. The «hild Iabouss in distinguishivg these
sounds, labours in trying to artictate them, labours in {rying o under-
stend vhelr mesnings and what would you call this if it & aot wark?
Ony it is work which differs from that of ocurs. It is work which bos
difierent chavacierislics ivorm ours. Yhey are to be admived; they cap-
nat be bmiteted.  The child learns this :c(ﬂ suage without any teacher.
I we, adults, wish to leam a new language we look for a teacher, we
ke a grammar and seel many other aids. And how much does the
teacher work In cvder to ivach us and how much do we work? Yet we
never arvive at the periect pronunciation of the leacher. You can see
the adutic who maltes efiorts of study, efiorls of practice and after so
mary years when he speaits the language to somebody whose Eanﬂ'uage
is fwed being vemarked “ You talk this language guite well” hecause
his al%k has revealed that be s speaking a loreign tongus. The pro-
numclation of aach one of us is periect in one language and that is our
language. And we can express this fact by stating that it has been ela-
worated {or us when we were children,

Sensitive periods

In the United States I have met many Htaliaos whoe talk Haltan with
& foreign accent and this is because they live in a country which is not
taly. Thevefore I say that we talks ihe wogunge of the child. It is
an inleresiing fact that the power widch tire child has the «quits do not
possess. A child of seven years elaborales so to say a mouthful of teeth
and can a man of seventy who has much more experience do the same
thing ? That powsr resided in thal special pevied of life. Yhere are
perfain powers which reside only ot cerlsin neriods of life. Modern
hiology Slustrates wany of these phenomena. The animal possesses
certain powers a sensibility which lasts just as long as 1t is necessary
for it to acquive ane of iis special cheracieristics, And when the cha-
racter has been acguired the ‘sensibility disappears. This period
is called the sensitive period. In the child the sensitive periods can be
recognised, It s because of one of these sensitive periods that the
child can transfovin its vocal appavatus in order to veproduce exactly
the language in which it fnds itself The child is upged by this inner

-
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impulse to build mevements. it s ihe child who must acquire the co-
ordination of movements and so be is compelled by nature to organize
them. This is doue by activity and wheve the envivonment is not pre-
pared, he disturbs the adult.  The movements of the ehild are organised
with the intellisence of 2 man who has a task to perform. Sc ‘Lhc chil
needs to touch the articles and fcel them. IDC urga in the formative

pericd nobody can Cflten vou sen

r

struggle for a  long pervied of time and

punishments are given but the child will not
4

oot nature fo urge him to do (hni Hiz mission

1

does not betray and the mission is that of forming +}

L,
e man.  We have

therefore to prepare the envirenment suited to the child for ceorrying
out these formative actions and give ‘m frecdom., A marvellous fact
.

about the child is that he is an indefuizable workman and his vwork has
the evident aim of forming himsel., Suppes: we have a bo:»:. What

we weuld do is to look at the bhox, close it and there we stup, but the

1
child opens it, C‘Om_a it opsns again, and goes on repeating the process
apparently with ne aim. The same thing happens when svashing
& tumbler or his hands.
1t means thoat the chils reoviented his movemenis hy re-
peating all  the exercisecs thal are possible  for him  untd
those movements have bocome physiclegically werfect, T con zu
on giving examples to demonsirate the power -vhich the child has
acquire facultics. We must be able o interpret and develop these fa-
culties of the sensitive pericds. If we as educators can placs hafore
ourselves this aim, ‘to follow the laws of development the educative re-
sults will be surprising. If we go against these laws, we come into con-
flict with the child, we disobey the creator. That is why we must have in
I’ronf of us the new ideal of the teacher who becomes the vant of

he c¢hild, tho child who is o poweriul being who has hidden in himself
dlvme powers and whose taste is that of forming the man,

he dees in order {o attain r arfection.

1

oy
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HEALTH IDUCATION IN INDIA

Dr. G. . Awprows, ALAL PuD., (Covoamsia),

Regional Corvesnondent to the AW Indiz Foderation of Educational
Associntious to the World Federation of Educationdl

Associations.

One accustomed to the ranid, intensive and organised progress in
the western counfries in matters concerning the health of the nation will

find that the pace of progrozs in Tndia is very slow aven as slow os that
of the proverhial bhullock cart. The vastness of the country which is
nearly 20800 miles from the miehtv Hymalavaes in the North to the ver-
dant Cane Comerin in the South. and almost 20[}0 miles across in nlaces,
the prevailing traditions and suparstitions in tha 7.00.000 villages which
contain nearly ¥7% of the popubfzmxs, the exireme poverty and ignor-
ance. the hetercgeneiiy in the Britich Provinces and the Indian States

are come of the factnrs to he rockouved with, The mvoblem in health
edueation are manifold, ny the enneral mwakenins all over the country
Y

for 2 hetfor and Btier nation has roculfad in more being done in the past
fow wvears than ever helore.

In the nparraticn of mensurss for effective health promotion the
prime nlace must be given fo t!‘fz P:c*hibitim} Acts all over the country
threCongress Governments wers in power. It is needless to go into
rantures over this wise act of the peoples” government because the henefi-
cial effects of abstinence from alechol in anv kind is well known. The
Congress Governments arve to be congratulated on their boldness in
tackling this problem so speedily and successfully.

The Madras Public Health Act will teke precedenee over meany
other health promotion measures since this is the first piece of legisla-
tion for health in this country. The provisicns ave farrenching, and the
Act has been acclaimed by one and all as a m”* and wise measure long
overdue,

The deep interest taken by Her Excellency the Marchioness of Lin-
lithgow in the welfare of the people has borne fruit in the intensive
campaign zagainst Tuberculosis and the svwﬁm‘wa} donations to the

Anti-tuborenlosis Fund., ” Hez interegt in the Child and Maternity Wel-
3, -
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fare work has given o {illip to the movement which had and even now
’1”‘ the Indian Red Clross Se
ed Cross Society in in

The activitics of the
people are ‘oo well

! K the Indian Red Cross
Society does reallv nlav a nokle part in the ameliovation of sulleving and

1“10\":1 to o repeat

distress ali over the counfrv.

1 Lin-
neniary schools
1s not availa-

th of the nation ara
School s, New Era
Education), the

Fachm s its own contribution to fix I' 3¢ {ler ¢ E'althlev
Indh..
The nature of work done in cdueational msiifutions is somewhat as

follows : —

1. Teaching of Llementary Physiology and Hysziene.

, .
The need of edueational Institutions is yet
to be recognised and censequently whatever heaith 1115:1‘1~11(:1’1011 or super-

cinl in its nature.

Phyvsical Education however has been recoiving some attention
since the Y.M.C A, hcgan 1;0 co-op‘;'s.i'e with the governments some
twenty vears ago. The Y.M.C.A. C'o'ilmm of Physical Education, Madras,
has done picneering work in this field end the Y M.C.A. Physical Direc-
ors have rendered yecmen service. The Congress Governmenis have

_been active and in Bomhay ;‘nd Cﬂ':_gral Provir

have get up Boards
of Physical Education fo advice CGovernment in mailers concerning play
and recreation for the vecpl E
Physical Education to train Coll raders of physical
eduecation in the province. ther Coue:‘“‘ f ’Dh"mcal Educaticn are
at Caleutta, Hyderabad, Lucknow and Lahore.

up a Collgge of

The physical education programme varies from province to province
and state to state. The emphasis varies from formal physical training
programme of Swedish drill and eczlisthenies to entirely indigneous pro-
grammes of Suryanamaskars. Dundhals, Bhaskis, ete. All, however,

3
?
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agree in providing team gamss {o the studentis not only for the hygienic
and exercise values, but also their character values. Emphasis is slow-
ly being placed on the rizht type of leadership so that the inhervent
values of natural physical activitics may be fuily realised.

Mention must be made of the Educational Associations which pro-
vide for discussion of healiin and physical cducation programmes on
their platforms. The Madras Provincial Physical Dducaiion Associaiion
is now the only Provincial organization in India for Health
and Physical Educaiion, while the All India  Federation of
Educational £
tion section in its proceedings. Frovinelal Asscclations like the South
India Teachers’ Union, the All Eoinga i :

soclations provides for a Iiealth and Physical fduca-

sociations, cie., also

take up (Le cause of health anc payvsical cc’iucaiio} and coniribute their

gnota to the solution of problems in rieaith and Fhysical Education.

The above is 2 brief navration of how health and physical education
is making slow bui sure progress. Much siill needs to b2 done. For
Exampile.

1. Public Heaith consciousness has {o be widely awakened. There
is come awakening, but it is not general, and public ave yet to be edu-
cated in matters concerning heal’i;n and pnysicai iliness.

2. A widely awakened public should see to it that the educational
authorities give health education its due place in the curriculum, that
they iniroduce effective health service and supervision and that health-

{ul living conditions exist in all schools.

Health Education in India is vet to come into iis own. But as B.M.
Sanders said at the Seventh Biennial Conference of the world Federa-
tion of Educational associations at Tokyo—"ihe spirit of the age sweeps
through all alike and we sece everywhere a movement towards the raising
of the general standard of healih threughout the people; the scope of
our traditional sport and open air life is extended; special measures are
taken for education of girls; infant and child welfare assume importance
it deserves; the spirit of the school is changed so thai co-operation re-
places force; and above all science is taking its place as the guide of
modern life.”
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Tiddiesex.

The Science of Lducation, like other Beisnezs. has lis esxporimental
side. Amaong i ; '
teachers at the pres: .
not yet beea fully explovad. Discussing ihe objects of the experiment
the authors of the Repout say,

to cducation. availavle to

i nossibilities which have

“Our main objeclivz was io dizcover the place which talking

pictuves might ultimaiely cccupy » schoels. assuming that suitable
material wag

utility as an actual {eachir
interest on the part of

curriculum.”

it
fortheoming. To this end wo propescd to investigate their

. of arousmg
ravious subiects of the school

Efiectiveiiess of Scund Films.
Projection of still pictuves {lantern slides) has long been a useful
adjunct to lectures and in classroom teaching, hoth with the ordinary
projection lantern and with its imwroved form, the epidiascopa. The
latler dispenses witli the necescity for preparing lantern slides at great
trouble and expense. Moving pictures ave undoubtedly more effective
than still ones, and sound films, which appeal to both eye and car, are
more realistic, alive. Say the authors of the Report, “The film has now
emerged as one of the strongest influences in modern social life. Its uni-
versal appeal, its intense vividness and its dynamic nature make it an
effective and potent Instrument of human expression.”

o

The Experiment,

The Experiment was carried out in fiftecn schools of varying types
in the Middlesex area. These included four single-sex primary schools.
nine senior schools (three hoys', ope givls’, and five mixed), one boys’
secondary school and one mixed secondarv school. The {otal number of

children who took part i the experiment was 3602. The staffs of the
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co-operating schools numbered 186 teachers. In most schools all the
teachers took some part in the experiment, by seeing the f{ilms before
they were shown to the children, giving suitable preparatory or recapitu-
latory lessons and marking papers. The conduct of the experiment in
cach school was under the personal supervision of the head teacher.

Questionnaires on the flms were sent ouvt to the schools concerned
in the experiment, and teackers were usked 1o inark the answers of the
pupiis and to work out the results as percentages. The films weie shown
to groups of aboul fifty childven af a time. Some groups were given
preparatory lessons before seeing the films, while some were given re-
capitulatory lessons afier sceing the films. Some groups had the films
shown to them twice. Teachers were also asked hy means of delerred
tests to ascertain the durability of the impressi:m which any given film
produced on the pupiis’ minds. Tinally teachers were asked to dis-
tinguish between the resuits of @ zound filnt snd those obtained when
the same film was shown without sound to identical or similar groups of
children.

Choice oj Films.

The choice of films for the experiment was undertaken by a sub-
committes, who examined a large amount of material offered by British
Instructional Films Limited and British Movietone News Limited.
Sixteen films were finally selected and divided into four groups as
follows :

Group IL.—Cyprus, A Visit to the Coal Face. The Development of
the Frog. John Masefield reciting his poem, “ The West Wind.”

Group IL—A Talk by Sir Wilired Grenfell on Labrador and his
work there. The growth of Roots. The submarine. A Journey by Car
from Persia to India.

Group III.—Hop-growing in Tasmania and Cattle-Rearing in Aus-
iralia. Incidents in the Life of the Prince of Wales. The Flight
Machine. The Aphis.

Group IV.—Glimpses of Amierica. The London Naval Conference.
Various speeches and Public Appearances of the King. The Bengnela
Railway.

With regard to the choice of the films the authors of the Report say,
“good as many of these films were they were by no means ideal for
school purposes, and it should be kept in mind throughout that they were
all originally intended to form part of an ordinary adult entertainment
programme. The best of them could do no more than indicate what
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might be achieved if these were available talking pictures specifically
designed for use in education.”

Opinion of Teachers.
Exhaustive questionnairves dealing with the nature, effect and possi-
ble uses in education of each fila were sent cut to the teachers them-

L
selves. By cral tests. both imwmediate and deferred, and bv and by
close personal

shservatien of the pupils tested, ieachers weoro able

RS

nofi 4 L EE T SN T v N SR / .ot
to estimate the childvens response to the Experiment and {0 comnment in

an exhaustive manner on the educational possibilities of the fihns which
had been shown, .

The special contribution made by the films to education was clearly
demonstrated by teachers in their answers {o the questionnaires. Thvc
talking {ilm was agreed by a majority of {cachers to make facts live
for the children who saw them. “ The film lived.” This essontial pro-
perty of the film has heen the subjoct of general praise by teachers.,

"It brings into the school! or classroom a living realisation of the
impression it intends to convey, whether that i 1pression relates to an
industrial process, a scientific experiment, or the personality of a
speaker or lecturer. The sound filn makes ihe illusirated lecture a
reality, and because of its dynamic nature it holds the pupils’ attention
and makes an indelible impression upen the mind.”

Sound Filins and Silent Filins Compared.

The majority of teachers who had taken part in the experiment
were of the opinion that the combined visual and aural approach proved
more effective than the visual approach alonc and that though at first
sound distracted some of the pupils, after the novelly had worn off it
served to fix their attention. Say the authors of the Report, “ It should
be borne in mind that children are szcecustomed o hearing the talking
film in public cinemas. If we assure, as we must, that the most feu:
reaching developments in cinematography are likely to be those which
accompany sound films, an undue concentration on silent films in schools
will leave the latter open to the danger of having to make do with an
inferior technical form.”

Analysis of the Resulis.

The results from the Experiment suggest that boys and girls in
general derive equal benefit from the films shown to them. Girls tended
to do best in geographical and natural sciencs films. Boys, on the whole,
did hetter than girls in the ‘Coal Face’, *Submarine’' and + Flight
Machine’ films, where they might be expected to take a greater inlerest
in the subject of the films,

43
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Pupils scored higher marks afier a preparatory lesson than after the
mere showing of a film. Recapitulatery lessons were of particular value
in cases where the children were unlikely to know much about the
subject of the film.

Sound Films and Backward Children.

The backward and retarded child is one of the major problems in
education to-day. Such chiidren can seldom learn from the printed
word. That the sound film can arouse interest in backward children
of all ages has been clearly proved by the resulis of this Experiment.
The combination of a visual and an aural stimulus fixed their attention
and theyv concentrated upon the material presented to them in a manner
which drew forcible comment from the teachers.”

Position in other countries.

In France, Japan, Italy, Germany and the United States Govern-
ment departments exist which are actively engaged in the production
and distribution of sound films for use in schools.

In England progress in this direction has been slow for two reasons.
“In the first place there still exists a certaiil amount of national distrust
of the film which has prevented a fuller and earlier recognition of its
vast potentialities. In the second nlace a various circle exists as a ve-
sult of which the producers on the one hand hesitate to make films for
school purposes while theve is so liitle apparent prospect of adequate
financial return for the expenditure involved ; and educationists on the
other hand are reluctant to spend large sums of money on acquiring
projectors so long as the number of suitable educational films available
is so small.”

Structure of Teaching Films.

The Committee in charge of the experiment make the following re-
commendations regarding the structure of teaching films:

(i) The film must be coherently planned, i.e., the various steps in
its development must be logical and in order.

(ii) It should be short, and should aim at conveying one main lesson
to the pupils’ minds.

(iii) All essentials to a proper understanding of the main theme
must be included, and irrelevencies, however, interesting, ruthlessly
exculded.
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{iv) The commentary musi be carnf‘ﬂl\r nrepaved and in simple
language, Tt should anticipate and the picture swhere necessary, and
call attertion to ealiont {eatures by such pT rases ns  You will notice
now that........

(v) Talking down to children and cheaply humorous touches must
he serupulonsly avoided.

(vi}) The repetition of essential action in the film is strongly recom-

mem’ed
“Y.eot us look at that again "—* Notice especially this time......")

(vii) Films should hz correlated with recognised courses of study,
and those relating o the subjec: should have a definile sequence or
pedagogical relationship io each other.

(viii) Onlr such subiects sheuid he selected s
film form as are more effectively denlf with though this medium than
though any other that mav be available fo scheols.

(ix) The preparation of teaching notes snd other material for tea-
chers for use in connection with films is desivable to cccure comnlete

~ffectiveness.

Sound Films and Indien Schools.

The cuestion natvrally arices, “ How for and in what monner cax

sound filme be utilised for the e 3 potion of children in Tndin?” Dealing
with the cost of cound nroiectors and other couinment the authors of

the repoyt estimate that a prmnct'w would cost anything from £ 200 for
~ 16 mm. sub-siandard flm to £ 200 for a standard 35 mm. cinema film,
as used for public enterfrinment. Even in Encland, a rich conntry, few
schools can afford to oo in for scound projeciors il manufacturers
are able {0 vlace on the markaet machires that would be both cheap and
cfficient. For the majority of schools in India the possession of an up-
to-date sound proiector would remain an unrealisahle dream,

Tor sound films to he of real value in this country they should he
specially prepared here with Indian languages as the medium. Even

Tndians vwho have had a University education find it somewhat difficult
to follow the English dialogue in the public cinemas

b}

A formidable rival to the educational film is the educational hroad-
ast. A good radio receiving set can be purchased by every school for
a comparatively small outlav and the scheol children can listen to the
educational hroadeasts organised by All India Radio. The latest enter-
prise of the A. 1. R. in our province is the broadcest for colleges inaugu-
rated a short time back. The results of these broadcasts have not so far
heen assessed in statistical terms.
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We have at present in Madras on organisation called * The Educatio-
nal Cinematozraphic Institide 7 ~which amengos snecial shows for school

children in public cinema Lial for ine purpose, an d tl ey malke use
of existing film material in Englich, Sewn of A5 You

Like It° have p
bz undertaken

b« private ento ogwauml and finan-

cial a':sxat"mc:f of atelialise 12 sugges-
tions cmabodicd 3 of great val'lo.
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS DAY IN NEW YOR®

Alr. Lester, Deputy Seorctary~Genersl's Speech.

. .

psue o Mations Uay ' was celebrated at the New York World Fair in the

of Qotobar.  The cercmeny fook place in the Court of Peace, with
presenting the League, the Faiv and the United States Federal authori-

Adr, Lesier, Depury Sec -G i of the League delivercd z speeial radio
sGdress on the presont and iuture worls of the League.  Mr. Lester dealt with

“the question as io swhat the Leagude could do lo-day under three heads: Work

during the present covi Worke during the Seitiement and he reconstruction after-
wards.
Relerring to ihe frst, hir. Lester staied thar the League will, despite of War,

find a lurge ficld of usefulness. FPublic health matters will bulk very large, per-
haps even larger o before the War. ‘The iLeague's world-wide service of epide-

miological intelligence wi
over-burdencd by the new emcrgencies, and s new epidemics, pzrhaps, develop
sut of the war in both Eurcpe and Asia.

Preblems of Nuiriticn in which the League has buill up a far-reaching system
of study and co-operation, ave liliely to iuke on greater importance as food supplics
diminish aund poverty incre roughout the world.

The League's anti-drug sovi will be increasingly essential not only because
Government conirel may relax under the strain ol war but also becuuse there is
always far greater addiction io drugs in such times. The same grim necessity
exists for the conunuation of the League’s efiorts against traffic in women and
children, in face of the dislocaiiens and poverty of war.

the Lo

in the field of cconomics and sue’s work of centralising and
1

co-ordinating iniormation irem all p world, which has been of immense
value to Governments, wiil take on added imporiance as conditions change from
month to month, even from day to Cay. It will be more important than ever to
know not only of the activity of the werld economic machinery, but of the way in
which governmenis ar¢ chunging, improving or breaking that machinery through
war micasures,

Not by any means the least contribution that the League can make at this
present moment is of a definitely moral and spiritual nature. It can, keep alive
at least one centre of international collaberaton and sanity where men’s efforts
are co-operative and where whatever is possible in the way of international colla-
boration will still find welcome and assistance.

Referring (o pust-war reconsiruction, Mr. Lester stated that it is essential to
the intevests of all that there be planning jor post-war economie conditions, which
will closely and vitally affcev the world, belligerent and neutral alike, Peace
problems will demand an effort, greater and more world-wide than mankind has
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ever attempled. As the Secretary~General stated at the opening of the League’s
Pavilion :

“Think of the problems that will arise when the armamenis race is
closed, whethier by war or by ruin! What problems will ke raisea through
the clesing down or the adovfation of war facteries, labour, material!  What
risks of chaos!”

)

i diffieuit times to-day may face iz
1 ot amongst netinas s essentisl
world is going to resign iteell to perpctual conflict and war. Forms may change
but the principles and nzeds remain, 'The world’s hopes have been cast down,
but in onc form ov another humurnily must 5
enable peoples to giv

that end, the pre

bilitics to-morrow. C

nd some method to aveld war and to
and te gei the co-operation which progress demands., To

zent international organs must be preserved during this time of
crisis for the even azreater erisis which may come swheon the armies sve unlocked.

11C

PROPAGANDA TOUR OF THE PRESIDENT

During the month of November the President visited Mayavaram, Chidam-
baram and Villupuram and addressed teochers cn the reorganisation of Secondary
Education with special reference to the proccedings of the Conference held in

Madras convened by the Minister for Education.

The President was requested to preside over the All-Cochin Conference held
on the Zird and the 24th of November, ai Trichur, Cochin State. He presided
over the Malabar District Teacherz’ Conforencs held at Palghat on the 25th of
November, and visited the high schocl at Sheranur and the three hizh schools at
Calicut, i.e., St. Jeseph’s High School, Zamorin’s Collegse High School and the
Ganapat High School. He apgpealed to the managements and Head Masters in these
institutions to strengthen the Malabar Distriet Teachers’ Guild and to support the
South Indian Teacher.

ng)
ference held at Chingleput and addreszed the Conferenc on the reorganisation of
Secendary Education and appealed to the teachers of Chingleput to strengthen
the District Guild of the place.

On the 2nd of Decomber, he attended the Chingleput District Teachers’ Con-
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U MEETING

f meetng of the Executive Board of the South India Teachers” Union was held

on Suturday the fth Decerber, 1953, in the Office at 1 p.m.

Dreseat Lo

srhy S0 KL Yegnanavayana iver .. tChairman),
M. 8. Sabhesan .. Socretary.
, V. Ghuvarahomurthi .. 'Treasuver.
o V. Suvinivasia .. Secretary, 20T, Protocden
Tuna
. 8. Natarajan .. AMedras
. H. Sundara Rao .. Chitioor
o K. 8. Chennpalvaye Satlem.

1. Leticrs from the & 0 anopo il were
road 1o~
Srl, S0 T ; (LTeiczrem)
. & R, Rangoswemi iyengar .. Madura.
., V. doyarama Iver .. Houth Arcot
» N, Kalyanarams Iyer .. Tanjore.

2, The minutes o) woere reatd and adepied subject to e modi-

31

wos lo be added as dwe vepreseniatives of
: Commiitee.

fication that

ﬂu.cgaou Orranis]

the Unien 0 the

oa

o

3. 4Ir. V. Srimivaszun, O

:

onvener ol the Publicaticn Commitice reported thai ihe
draft by-laws originzily sent to the Deputy Xegistrar of Co-cperative Sccleties,
might well he adopied for the new company. Resolved that Jr. Svinivasan be
authorised o act as the convener so ss to be in charge of the correspondence and
iurther work in conneciion wiith the formation of the 5. I T. U. Co-operative
FPublishing Zociety.

4, The Eecrelary sead out the terms ol the letter reccived by the Protection
Fund from thelr lawyer in connection with the Profession Fund Trust. Resolved
to reguest the Secretary of the Protcetion Fund {o yo ahead with the formation of
the Trust and with {the preparaticn of suitable by-laws ifor its administration.
Resolved further that the thanks of the Executive Board be communicated to the
Board of Management of the Protection Fund and that they be assured of the fullest
co~operation of the Board in the proper adminisiration of the Fund,

5. The President made « statement abgout the impressions he had formed by
a perusal of the Annual reports of various Distriet Guilds. The Board requested
the President to write a short note in the Jonuary number of the Journal on the
work of Affiliated Associations and Guiids and also suggested that at the time of
the next Provincial Education Conference, a mecting of the Working Committee of
the Union and the office~bearers of the affiliated Guilds be held for exchange of
ideas and formulation of a programme of work for next year.
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The statement of accounts submitted by the Treasurer in connection with
the Education Weck was read and passed. The Board is glad that it was possible
for the Weck to bo organised and enanducted without strain on the resources of the
Union

7. Read a lettor from Sri PU AL Subrmnania Ivar on furtber conierment of titles.
Resolved that the lctier he yecovded.

1

§. Alr. Chengalvoyan from Sulom raised the question of the affiliation fces for

. anl
1639-10 due frem his Guild, He wa

the list of Associn

v informed that the afiiliation fee is due as per
.

5-1079 according to ‘Hﬁ Salem Guild records.

o8 on .

9. The President made o stotement aboutl the office establishment and pointed
out the need for an exira hand in vicv‘ of the resignation of the previous clnrr:
Resolved to accept the preposal of the President (hat a part-time clerk on Rs. 1
be appointed and to avthorise the President fo make such distribution of work
a5 may be neecessary.

10. The auestion of appointing a Journal Sccretary was suggested and in view
of the special difficulties In getting o suitakle person at this time, the Board requested
Mr. Yegnaneravana Iver, the President of the Union to continue to be in charge.
In thiz connection the Board resolved to place en record its high appreciation of the
meritorious services rendered by DMr. Natarcion to the journals for a number of
years without any honorarium. It resolved to sanction an honorariurmn of Rs. 100
to Mr. Naiarajan as a token of its appreciation,

11. As regards the permenent affiliation of Provincial Associations, it was
resolved that the conditions of membership originally stipulated by the Exceuiive
Board be adhered to. Resolved that the Secrctaries of Provincial Physical Asso-
cintion and South India Pundiis’ Union be called upon to furnish the list of mem-
bers. It was Duriher resolved to grant permanent affiliation {0 those Associations
if they should be eligible for it under the rules. In casc the condition regarding
strength is net fulfilled, the Board resolved to grant affiliation for the year 1939-40,
as a special case provided that the subseription for the minimum number of 50
be paid irrespeetive of the strength of the individual numbers of tha Association.

With a veote of thanks to the chair, the meeting came to a conclusion.

M. S. SABHESAN.,
Secretary.

S. K. YEGNANARAYANA AIYAR,
President,

CORRECTION SLIP.

We are sorry that in the preceedings of the Exccutive Board of the S, LT U
published on page 490 of the Noveraber number of the Journal, an unfortunate
printer’s mistake has cccurred. The new titles accepted by the Executive Board
are: Upadhyaye Sangha Kerye Praveena and U.S.K. Dhurandhara, The word
kavi is wrong and is to be replaced by the word Karya,
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LILCIURE ON BROADCASTING IN RELATION TO EDUCATION
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THE JMADURA DISTRICT TEACHERS GUILD

MADURA SESSION, NOVEMBER 4, 1939.

A Joint Seczsien of the Madura Dt. Teachers’ Guild and the 3adura Teachers'
Association was held in the Setupathi High Schecl, Madura, on November 4, 1939,
from 9-50 am. to 12 noon, with Sri. M. R. Rangaswami Aiyangar, M.A., L.T.,
President of the Guild, in the chair. About 200 members were present repre-
senting the various affilizted associations.

After prayer by Sri. D. Balasubramania Aiyer of Bodinayakanur, the Presi-
dent gave a few inireductory remarks, after which Prof. M. S. Srinivasa Sarma,
ALLA., of the National College, Trichinopoly, addressed the members on Reorgani-
sation of Secondary Education. A discussion followed, which mainly centred
vound the bifurcation of courses in the higher forms. The general feeling was
the following: The hifurcation would tend to perpetuaie, and perhaps accentuate,
the existing cleavage between the intellectual and the manual worker ; present
conditions nceded that education should have a vocational bias such as would
train the hand and the eve and give scope for creative self-expression.  Accordingly
it was unanimously vesoived that 'In view of the urgent need for training the

Caiven digt
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hand and the ¢ t bhe

b c‘.‘:r;mf?.’

T CHANDRASEIIIARAN V.

LIRS FL R Py

PAVARIUDAN,

Joint Secreter, Seacratury.,

™~y %7
LVILY

3

r‘r—": the auspices
. D. T. Hinda
Ccll%; e, Bir. S:z:nuhl siuthinh, Headmestor of the €. 210 F lenool, presiding.
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of comraun

activity arrieci on at ¢c‘1001.

Resolutions wrere prssed xe:«‘c:“'
G.0. regarding the age-limil {
by the Government to place tham in iony 2z Government servants
regarding soale of paw, cocwrity of rogulation : thanking the
Tinnevelly District Bosrd for rostoring the aty culs on teachers in secondary
schools from November, and Beard {o romove the cutz for the
previous eight months also

3 the Covernment to keep in abeyance the
s in cided scheols 131l nrovision was made

Tt

Ancther resolution requesied the 5.8.L.¢. authorilies ¢4 rat the &

skrit ques-
tion paper in the mother tongue.

With a voie of thanks propos=d by iir. V. Venkatakrishnan the Conference
came to a close.
SRIVAIKUNTAM, {(8dy v, v NEATAKRISHNAN,

13-12-39. Secretary.

STRICT EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE AT PALGHAT

The Eighth District Educational Caonference snd the Annual Meeting of the
Malabar District Teachers’ Guild were jointly held in the Hall of the Native High

School, Polghat, on Saturday, the 25th Navember under the distinguizhed presidency

of Prof. S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer, the President of the S.1.T.U. ‘There was a
5
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price papsr Gad 96, price paper 8d. end cloth od.

. NMacmnil L.onden.

If Arithmetic §5 folt {0 be a difffieult subject by many of our vunile, it is
because the clas especially of a large class, cannot aflord to spend
meore than a limiled pericd of time on each topic. These two bosks supply the

backward and the slow pupil with the assistance he needs. A large number of sums
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In the prelace the author are wuly baneful infiuences in the
present cducational system. ¢y cannot gel along without exami-
nations oi some sort or other. These can be greuily improved and there is a well
tried technique already available wiich can improve the examination system pro-
vided it is used with discretion. Such an improvement is part of the benefit to he
derived irom the use of New Type Tests. Ilodern education can claim to have
improved the icchnigue of measuring the meniai and educational changes. The
improved way of measuring has made the difference DLetween mere debate and
knowledge, betwesn guess-wiork and a reasonable cerainty as to the soundness
or unsoundness oi many of vur educaiional proctices. There ave many excellent
references on " How te measure in c"“u:'u‘cm . Among all the relerences, there
is not one ihat takes cognizance of the Indian siwation. The author has listed and
briefly discussed all the siandardisation of tests made in Indiz (which have come
to his attention).”

The book has been divided into two paris. Tests for the school room and
psychological tesis. There are four appendices (¢) Note on calculating age-norms
for standardised tesis, (D) Leeder test in Erglish, (c) Oliver’s General Intelligence
Test, and (d) Bibliography. The First Part has fAve chapters which will ke found
to apply most direcily to problems of teachers in the class room. The chapter
headings are conduciing New-Type Test for class use. What is a standardised test?
School subjecis sp.nuarubed Advantages and Limitations of New-Type cxamina-
tions. The use ¢f Diagnostic and instructicnal 10»&5._ Very helpful suggestions for
the constructions oi various tests like the True False Test with its variation of Yes
and No test, the multiple choice test, the matching tes,t, the competition test, the
classification test, are given in the First Chapter. A iuli and familiar example of
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© Beolisy., By Liolr Robb, M.A.

Dooks T and T Ish, dd.,, each: Booir If

The way lo English bas heen planned with & view to previde a sysiematic four
year course lor pupils of menial ages 5 to 12,  The courgze provides continuous
progressive and co-ordinaled exercises throughoui in Reading, Comprehension and
Appreciation, Spoken and Written Composilion, Voeabulary enlargement. The use
and function of werds, Word-buildinzg and speech sounds. There are also, here snd
there, pictorial compesition cxereis

z and Revision teosts,

The selections: both in prese and in verse have been graded with great care
and the exercises that follow cach lesson will be found very useful for teaching
pupils in our schools the essentials of English language spoken and written.
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Every good teacher knows the value of cimple and amusing ganes as purt of

roon desive {o read, the hest
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cuks on Indian
sn their bringing
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ties, thiz hook will appeal
»le, non-technical account of the country

Indian Univer

and its people.

The treatment of the historical navrative u
3 1

.
f
aud the {requent references {o the social conditions enhance the valuo of the book.

The book is profusely illustrated and has an index running to 22 pages. It is

a book that is eminenily suitable as a text-book in A History in Our Secondary
Schools

This England (1483-1714). By I. Te
millan and Co., Lid. Pp. 278. Pric: 3sh. 6d.

The auvthor has in this book attempted to present Enelish History in a new
way not only emphnsising g.eat events, movements and figures, but dwelling at
convenient points on the social, economic and technical points. It is his view that
the story of improvements in na i

2

inn, farming, textile work and transport is
just as much part of History s are the often futile or mischievous activities of
politicienz, prefates and war-lovds, Such 2 widening of the Ceepe of History has
enabled the author to give fo the young rcaders miuch interesting information on
the social, econemic and technical developments, which generally will not be easily
available even to teachers working in scheols with good libraries.

o

The exercizes and questions that are given at the end of cach chapter are in-
tended to stimulate pupils to further study of important topics.

History books written on the lines the author has adopted, are sure to make
what is generally considered a dry subject not only more interesting, but also
moke historical studies capable of giving a larger view of man’s efforts at progress.

The beok is very nicely got up, and contains a number of illustrations specially
prepared for this book and alzo some expressive charts.
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As Preof. Hearnshaw -

EDITORIAL

‘THE UNION AND ONE ASPECT OF MODERN POLITICS.

The S. 1. T. U. has no politiés of its own as the term is understood
in this country ; that is, it owes allegiance to no political party whether
in power or out of office. But it has been giving its support to schemes
educationally sound, whatever the party that sponsored such schemes.

But this political neutralitv. we are afraid, cannot he maintained
absolutely at all times.” There i« one tendeney becoming more and more
manifest at present in the public life of the country against which we
as teachers have to set our face definitely. We mean the tendency to
view evervthing from a communal point of view. As Mr. Muthiah
who vpresided over the Tinnevellv District Guild’s Conference held re-
cently told his audience Indian Nationalism which has been slowly built
up by English Education during the past 39 years and more is fast dis-
integrating under the corrosive influence of communalism.

Great thinkers of the world like H. G. W'ell: Bertrand Russell
and others are of opinion that even nationalism has got its limitations
and they are pleading for internationalism to bhe taught in schools and
colleges. The world, they say, had shrunk so much in recent times
owing to the rapid development of metheds of locomotion and communi-
cation and to the interlinking of world finance and commerce. The
old order of things in which pany independent states were in existence
has become already an anachronism and is considered to he the cause of
all wars that were waged in the 19th century and of the war that
is ¢oing on at present in Europe.

That being the ideal set before the world by progressive thinkers
:t hehoves us to take our stand at least in the second line of progress
if not right in the vanguard position. We as teachers have to discourage
all the narrowinz and fissiparous tendencies set in motion by the new
danger of communalism. We have to make the students entrusted to
our care realise that they are Indians first, Indians next and Indians
last and not Hindus, or Mussalmans, members of Minority or Majority
communitias. This is a solemn duty we owe to the younger gencration.

LITERACY CAMPAIGN. :

t is a hopeful sign of the times that public conscience has been
awakoned to the appalling illiteracy of the masses of this country and
6
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EXAMPLE OF THE TRICHY TEACHERS GUILD

The Trichv ild i n
s T 4,, Trichy Guild is very forward in many respects. Thev even
claim to have bren started earvli - "lh‘ hw (" ‘
e heen sterted eavlier than the Mudr ! i
h : b n the Madras Teachers 1d

om T have b N ; idra s’ Guild and
v are going to celebrate their Golden Juhilee in 1940. That Guild

was one 1 >9111 1 n i ‘ e

y 1) ¢ of the earliest to construet a huilding of it own and it }
added another feather to i i " v ’ for
e ey its c"fn b‘jy starting a Refresher Course for
Elementarvy Teachers. Such Refresher courses i »
’ ¢ Jeacher sires rourses are being conducted at
];h]e ;1,-110 of Provineial Educational Conferences by the Guilds res i
oo , E nees by t ls responsi-
]ob,he conduct of Conferences. The Trichy Guild itself conducted
an elahorate Refresher | To3:

er Course for elementar

S elementary school teachers i 933
W h RO S . B ers in 193!
hen the Provincial Educational Conference was held there i

v : ” :
. Without implying anv reflection on the general equipment of ou
Eleme to ~ .
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__WITH EXERCISES IN LETTE{B—WRITING & COR

teachers as furnishing just t
expect to find in books written for English pupils.

nt by heart, but are intended

High School pupils. Correct Engl
attention should be given to i
English.

hold print-seript on stout drawing paper.

reading matter.
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== Approved for class use for schools in

Presidency.
ond May 1939 and 10th Octoher 1939.)

A FIRST STEP TO LETTER-WRITING

RECT USAGE—

Price, As. 9

Some Distinctive Features

This book contains 140 Letters of all types.

It is prepared specially for fhdian boys, hende, it wi

The letters are not made to be copied or lear
models for everyday letters.

245 Exercises in Letter-Writing that h
welcomed by the teacher.

The exercises in Correct Us

t in the teaching of speaking

For Beginners in English

ACTIVE ENGLISH READING SHEETS

ach measuring 20 X 30 inches, printed in

29 Reading Sheets, e

Fach Sheet is supplied with an ILLUSTRATI

Price, Rs. 5 only per bound se
ustrations. V.P.P. charges, Re. 1-8.

COOPER———PUBLISHERS-———BOMBAY,

le Selling-Agents for the Madr: s Presidency :

THE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY FOR INDIA,

PARK TOWN, MADRAS.

(Vise Fort. St. George Gazette, dated

i1 be welcomed by
he right sort of guidanee, which the

ave been included in this book will

age are suited to both Middle School and
ish Usage is an important subj

ON to suit the

t of 29 Reading Sheets and 28

H
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Cr. 8vo.. over 560 pages

Approved and widely used Books.
TAMIL EDITION

M. S. Ramaswami Aiyengar's
SCHOOL HISTORY OF INDIA

By M. S. Sundareswara Aiyar, M.A., L.T,,
Headmaster, Govt. Training School for Masters, Tanjore

MALAYALAM EDITION
£

ELEMENTAI%Y SCIENCE
By C. S. Venkatarama Aiyar, B.A,, L.T.,
Science Assistant, Board Xigh School, Perintalmanna.
Physics & Chemistry Re. 1-4.

MADRAS S. S. L. C. EXAMINATION, 1940,
“C” Group History of India from 1605 to 1805.

By Rao Sahib C. S. Srinivasachariar, M.A.,
Professor of History, Annamalai University
and the late M. S. Ramaswami Aiyangar, M.A.,

SRINIVASA VARADACHARI & CO.,
2/16, Mount Road, Madras.

of

Re. 1-12,

Natural Science Re. 1.

—

Rs. 2.

c-l-uni-n-u-u---n-—-.-.- 2 €71 1 g g, 0000 0 St e e

The Journal of
The Madras Geographical

Association

is a valuable Companion to

the Teacher.
Apply to:—THE SECRETARY,

MADRAS GEOGRAPHICAL

ASSOCIATION,

Gopa'lapitram,

MADRAS.

THE SCHOLAR.
ANNUAL 1938
Price As, 12.
NOTE.—One year subscribers will get
the Annual copy free.
Subscription Rs. 3, a year.

Apply to— THE MANAGER,
“TrE ScHOLAR,” Palghat,

———

THE INDIAN EDUCATOR,

An Tlustrated High Class Cheap Monthly.
Editor: V. Aravamuda Iyengar, B.A., L.T.
Annual Subscription Rs. 2 only. Sample -
Copy, As. 3. T
Controlled by an influential Editorial Board.
Recommended by District FEducational *
Officers for use in Schools, Colleges, Clubs.
and Libraries. Best Advertising Medium, -
Send M. O. to the Manager : o
THE INDIAN EDUCATOR, -
MADURA
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V. SRINIVASAN,

Hony. ‘Secretary.
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