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EAVING Olcott on July
13th, after a most suc- .

cessful Convention and Suiamer

School, the P.cowwit and Shri-

* mati Rukmini Devi took train
from Chicago to }tlhe Pacx?c
Coast by the northern route,
with oneyor two stops on the way. They
travelled in a private car and the party
comprised : ’ .

Mr. Sidney Cook (President of the
American Section), Miss Etha Snod-
grass (National Secretary of the
American Section), Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur Chase and Mr. Donald Chase,
Mr. Henry van de Poll (Hon. Manager
of the Theasophical Publishing House,
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journey west:

T

. ~~rma Makey (Secre-
AH:S " ¢), Mr, and Mrs.

/ — ~ R Veéalfi 01"110),
: a1y the American
QM |0~12— jss Marie Me-
'\ RE 2. . IMiss McCon-

‘. COOk)t Mrs.
4 Marie Poutz.

- thus describes the

October 1938

S

renssAmerican

|‘kw;“‘.
The first&top was at Min-
neapolis “And St. Paul, Min-

nesota, called the twin cities, on
opposite sides of the Mississipi
river. A warm welcome awaited
the President here,-as all along
the way. There were two pub-
lic lectures, a members’ meeting and
various committees, groups and lun-
cheons, as well as individual activities
to further the work in every possible
manner. This centre responded most
enthusiastically and expressed its ap-
preciation a few days later en route
through a letter signed by many of the
principal workers. At various cities,
Fargo (N. Dakota), Glendive, Billings,
and Missoula (all in Montana), Spokane
(Washington), where there were groups
of members, they met the train at their
station and joyously contributed enthy-
siasm and goodwill and oftentimes re-
freshm_ents for the travellers on their
warm journey.

_ The second stop was at Seattle, Wash-
ington, in the Puget Sound area, where
the Lodges of the Northwest Federation
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Here too very thagy members of the
0N Vancouver, came
% Reosophical gathering.
* successful series of
b5, where Dr. and Mrs.

gathered in spirit:s} %rength and numbers.

ver to join in thds
s

. Jeopy et st
Amnﬁpf__ ve inspiration to everybody.

In Califormia

At San Francisco, California, the Nat-
thern California Federation planned all the
meetings in the programme.

In Los Angeles, California, the Southern
California Federation participated in help-
ing to make the tour an outstanding success.
Here the President and Rukmini Devi
stayed on for a few days before going to
St. Louts, Missouri, for their last engage-
ment on this tour.

The whole tour was an enormous success,
There is nothing so touching as being met
by the members of a Lodge at 11-30 p.m.,
knowing that some of these members had
to travel fifty miles to and fro to have
the privilege of seeing the President and
Rukmini Devi for perbaps three or four
minutes. The Americans are friends.

In all the cities visited a most warm
welcome was extended to Dr. and Mrs.
Arundale and all the other members of their
party. Numerous little excursions were
arranged, so that we could fully enjoy the
beauties of the country. There were
always kind members placing their cars at
our disposal to take us down to meetings
or to do some sightseeing.

The Lodge members and interested
public attended in large numbers, and each
group did all in its power to further the
work, It was especially encouraging to
note the splendid young people within the
ranks of The Society. They met ang
planned future work and helped splendidly
in many ways to organize details.

All who had the opportunity to attend
any of the gatherings of various kinds
gained enormously in inner strength and
inspiration, in breadth and clarity of visign
and understanding, and were not slow ipn
expressing their opinion that more frequent
and extended tours by the President and
Rukmini Devi would be of tremendauys ajq

. in the work of the American Section,
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A FORTNIGHT AT
HOLLYWOOD

M.R.H. writes:

At Hollywood, as on previous occasions,
Dr. and Mrs. Arundale sojourned at the
home of their devoted friends, Mr. and
Mrs, Hotchener. For two weeks there
were meetings for members, the public, and
special groups of students and workers,

Here again Rukminl Devi presented her
colourful exposition of Bharata Natya
(Hindu temple dance), which created a
deep impression.

Taking advantage of the unique facilities
for colour photography in Hollywood,
Rukmini Devi posed in costume for a geries
to be uwsed in a book describing the art of
the classical dance according to ancient
Sanskrit records.
coloured slides in future lectures on the
subject. She also gave a discourse over
the radio—supplemented by television, so
that she could be seen as well as heard—
on “The Culture of India.” A large
number of broadcasting stations united
their facilities to send her message over a
very large area of America. (The full
text of the interview appears elsewhere in
this issue.)

Dr. and Mrs. Arundale departed on
August 8th for St. Louis, going then-$
York, whence they sailed on Angust 17,
for work in London, Huizen, the Congress
at Zagreb, aud other cities.

APPRECIATION

The following resolution of appreciation
was signed by the president, Mr. Eugene
Wix, the executive committee, and a large
number of members of the Southern Cali-
fornia Federaiion on the occasion of the
recent visit of Dr. and Mrs. Arundale to
Los Angeles:

““To our beloved Leaders, Dr. George

S. Arundale and Shrimati Rukmini Devi;

“We, the members and the Executive

Committee of the Southern California

Federation of Theosophical Lodges, wish

to express to you aur sincere love, appre-

ciation and gratitude for your visit to

Southern California,

“ You have brought us wisdom, beauty
and inspiration, and we shall strive to
measure up to the high standards you

She will use these’
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have set for us. You have renewed and
strengthened our confidence in the exis-
tence of the Elder Brethren, in the justice
of the Law, and in our own Divinity.

“ We especially appreciate the gener-
osity with which you bave both given of
your time and yourselves, as shown by
your meeting with us on numerous oc-
casions not included in the original pro-
gramme. We are grateful to you, Dr.
Arundale, for your talks to small groups
of workers at which you outlined some
of your hopes and dreams for the future
of The Society.

“We thank you, Shrimati Rukmini
Devi, for the delightfully inspiring meet-

ing at which vou spoke on the classical
dance of India and so beautifully illustrat-
ed your talk.with gestures and dancing.
Surely those who saw and heard you on
this occasion would feel with the immor-
tal Keafs that ‘A thing of beauty is a
joy forever. :

* Words are inadequate to express the
sincerity of our appreciation for you both,
or the depth of our love. To both of
you we wish the greatest happiness, and
we pledge our individual loyalty, support
and co-operation in the great work you
are doing for the Elder Brethren and
The Theosophical Society."”

At New York—and Other Places

ECORDING his “ impressions " of the

visit of Dr. Arundale and Rpkmipi

Devi to the Northeast Federation in

America, *J.A.S.” writes in the excellent
Federation bulletin for July-August :

Impressions remain of the Normandie
towering over the usual frenzied crowds
fighting the customs, while a little island
of calm stands out where two really ex-
perienced travellers are talking to a small
welcoming group which includes Miss Snod-
grass and Mr. Cook, flown from Olcott for
the occasion, and Miss Poutz.

On June 14, a special members’ meeting
had been called at the New York Theo-
sophical Society rooms. So many Theos-
ophists brought together, even when they
almost overflow the four walls that contain
them, make a pleasant gathering. Dr.
Arundale spoke of the freedom of thought
in The Society—of how he welcomed
disagreement, provided it was sincere. Such
differences of opinion bring life to our
movement. The great thing is to have ob-
tained enough comprehension and under-
standing to make a foundation on which
to build opinions which are, positive and a
vital force in our lives.  Authority " in
The Society—if there ever was any-—seems
to be gone from the picture, to be replaced
by a philosophy based upon the personal
convictions of each member.

On the following day, another members’
meeting, with Adyar in the forefront of
our minds and before our eyes, portrayed

through the excellent coloured motion

- pictures which an English member, Mrs.

Coats, had taken. Impressions of sunshine
and more sunshine and the blue sea—danc-
ing, play and work.

On June 16, Rukmini Devi gave a public
talk in the Veda Room of Mecca Temple.
She spoke of ““ The Soul of India "—of the
Indian point of view and the Indian sense
of values, which in many respects is so
different from that of the western world.
No matter what we westerners may say
about the lot of the Indian women, the
real India has been kept alive in her, and
with her respected and inviolate position in
Indian life the woman of India is doing
great things to reawaken her country to its
national greatness.

And again a lecture on June 17, at the
same place, but this time with Dr. Arundale
drawing the plan of the universe for us,
A public lecture as public lectures should
be given, with humour and strength and
that certainty of touch which united the
audience and sent it home full of new ideas,
a friendliness for The Society, and a feel-
ing that * I got something there ! "

A Living Philosophy
Then the Camp in Pumpkin Hollow on

June 18, with the weather gods kind to us
despite dark rumours about the Moon and

- Pisces. 1Inthe evening Dr. Arundale spoke

to us around the campfire, with the more
distant fire of the sunset quietly darkening
into night behind him.
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He spoke of the future of the work at
the Camp and in the Section, and how
great it would be for all of us if certain
weekends at the Camp could be set aside
for a retreat from the noise and turmoil of
our daily life, so that we might regain the
strength and balance within us, He spoke
also of our Theosophy, that it should be a
commonsense philosophy, close to the
times and the world, as well as grounded in
the ages and looking to the gods. Our
philosophy must be a thing which we can
share with others, a living philosophy
which will give courage and direction to a
world of uncertain people. The work of the
Section and of the Camp, if it provides a
contact through which our knowledge and
our outlook can spread, can help to bring
peace to the world as well as to individuals.

On the morning of June 19, the group
gathered under the elm tree by the brook—
over one hundred Theosophists from Al-
bany, Syracuse, Boston, Springhield, Hart-
ford, Philadelphia and New York—in fact,
practically every Lodge in the North-east.
Appeal for Simplicity

Dr. Arundale asked for a discussion,
which developed with spontaneous interest.
Rukmini Devi spoke especially of America,
and wondered why in this country ideas of
efficiency, ' importance,” sacrifice of sim-
plicity, the necessity of pandering to public
opinion, should be so surrounded with
glamour. We must be ourselves, she said.
America must rise above cleverness, become
very simple, and so develop with complete
sincerity.

Understanding Brings Duties

Dr. Arundale spoke of the duty which
falls upon us because of our growing
understanding—our duty to the poor who
have nothing but poverty; our duty to
stand against the spirit of war; our duty
to insist upon the right of each individual
or group or mnation to develop its own
special greatness. It is the work of all
Theosophists to appreciate all people, all
nations, and all races, and to use our
understanding as a synthesizing and unify-
ing force.
~ And so to lunch under the big awning
in front of the house, and au revoir to
the President and Shrimati Rukmini Devi
and to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Chase, who
with Miss Poutz have quietly helped to
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organize for and provide for and care for
Dr. Arundale and Rukmini Devi through-
out this busy week with us.

It has been a great pleasure for each
one of us to make or remew a personal
friendship with Dr. and Mrs. Arundale,
and there are many of us who have gained
great encouragement from the sense that
what we are doing here is in tune with the
movement throughout the world.

CHICAGO RESOLUTIONS
OF UNIVERSAL INTEREST

The Chicago Convention of the American
Section adopted the following resolutions
of general interest, in addition to others of
a more personal nature ;

(1) Reaffirming belief in the great truth
of Universal Brotherhood and pledging
intensified effort to spread this truth.

(2) Expressing hearty sympathy with
the campaign against cruelty and urging
delegates to assist in all efforts for kindness
and love toward all beings, human and
sub-human.

(3) Tendering grateful thanks for the
splendid idealism and activity of the Inter-
national Academy of the Arts at Adyar.

(4) A silent expression of gratitude to
all workers, past and present, visible and
invisible, whose self-sacrificing labour
brought and propagated the blessings of
Theosophy.

(5) Conveying, through the President,
to the European Congress soon to meet at
Zagreb, sympathy for the recent death of
Mr. Cochius, its General Secretary, and
sending greetings and best wishes.

(6) Voicing, however inadequately,
loving gratitude to Dr. Arundale and Shri-
mati Rukmini Devi for their magnificent
services to The Society.

(7) Heartily supporting the work of

the Theosophical Order of Service.

(8) Congratulating the Young Theos-
ophists on their increasing service to The
Society.

(9) Calling attention to the responsi-
bility of members to support, by their
subscriptions, the international magazines
~—The Theosophist and THE THEOSOPHI-
CAL WORLD.

Zagreb Congress news and President’s
movements on p. 264,

A Message to Huizen

THE CENTRE'S PLACE IN THE NORY¥#

R. ARUNDALE, Honorary President

of the Huizen Centre, recently deliv-

ered the following message to a group of

members. It indicates the important place

which the Centre occupies in the Thec_)-

sophical economy of the Northern Hemi-
sphere. Dr. Arundale said :

This Centre of St. Michael and All
Angels was established by the Hierarchy
for the use of the Head of the European-
American department of the Inner Govern-
ment of the World, America being Canada
and North America.

The peculiar value of Mevrouw Mary .

van Eeghen-Boissevain, and her work in
past incarpations as a protector of great
causes, led to her being given the opportu-
nity of once again serving the Elder Breth-
ren, and Bishop Wedgwood was chosen. to
do the necessary practical work of creating
the actual Centre itself. These two laid
the outer foundations of the Centre gnd
linked these to that inner structure wh}ch
had already been built under the direction
of the Master the Prince. The Liberal
Catholic Church was used as part o{ the
foundations, and has ever since remained
as one of the most important of the aspects
of the Centre’s work.

The purposes of the Centre are as fol-
lows : .

1. To act as a sub-station for its area
for the distribution of the force r_elayed to
the world through Adyar. It is of the
utmost importance that the Centre and
Adyar should be as closely linked as possi-
ble, and that Adyar should_ have gig.xly
prominence in the Centre's official activities.
The power of Adyar should be utilized
daily in the functioning of the Centre.
Adyar is the outer heart of the world.
This Centre must constantly act as a
channel for its life. .

2. To act as a reservoir for t_he special
work of the Master the Prince in Europe

and America

trative area, so that He may fill it with

as Regent of this adminis-

o

ATERELD

WEMISRH
MADRS
His life and ma epend upon
His servants at the Centre to distribute
that life economically, purposefully, wisely,
and yet abundantly. He expects those
who belong to the Centre to be constantly
conscious of the nature of their membership
and to fulfil to the utmost the privilege of
membership.

Membership of the Centre should mean
all possible help to the Centre so that it
may the better fulfil its functions. It
means a constant remembrance of the
objects of the Centre, and a constant en-
deavour to live in all the details of life
so as to be a pure and active cell in the
organism, Membership of the Centre means
a constant effort to look out upon the world
in the light of the Master, to enter more
and more into His vision, will and activity.

Connected with the reservoir of the
Centre are a number of distributing activ-
ities.

First, there is The Theosophical Society,
most important of all the activities. The
local Lodge is the outer form of this activi-
ty, and it should constantly be busy about
its own particular distribution from the
reservoir—the Science of Theosophy and
Universal Brotherhood.

Second, there is the Esoferic School,
which has the functions of the Theosophical
Lodge of which it is the heart, and has in
addition the privilege of constituting the
normal channel in this general area of the
Masters’ work for approach to Them for
the purpose of enrolment as Their ap-
prentices in the work of the Inner Govern-
ment of the World.

Third, there is the Liberal Catholic
Church, with all its special work of the
highest importance.

Fourth, there is the Masonic Movement,
with its own special channels for the dis-
tribution of power from the reservoir.

Fifth, there is the infinitely important
Youth Activity, with the Round Table,

e
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Scouting, and other channels of distribu-
tion.

Sixth, there are other ceremonial activ-
ttzes which represent in g special manner
age-old channels for distribution of force,

Seventh, there is the Vasanta House,
with its own special channe] for distribution,

Then there is the ¢state as a whole in all
its physical nature, with its flowers and
trees and shruhs and Creatures—a veritable
physical body upon the good maintenance

of which much more depends than might
at first sight appear.

For the Helping of the World

At the present time the duties of the

Centre are particularly onerous, for the

need of the world is urgent, and the Master

the Prince looks ta the Centre to give Him
elp. Each member of
the Centre is called upon to do more than
e has ever done before, so that there may
€ issuing forth from the reservoir a cop-
stant and abundant supply of those forces
which shall heal the waorld. Every country
in Europe, and the United States of America
and Canada, should constantly receive from
the Centre aj] possible help, so that the
forces of righteousness may triumph gver

the forces of Separateness.
he heads of the various de
and the senior authorities of
ise constant watch

the whole area of which the
outer heart, T

to be responsib}
. Which is in 4
charge, and sh

partments,
the Centre
fulness over
Centre is the
hey should feel themselves
e for that part of the warld
measure committed to their
ould stimulate in all their
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special colleagues the sense of similar
sponsibility. - be
iThe channels of the reservoir sh(:]l;ledthe
most carefully planned S0 as to e‘rt])ition o
widest and fullest possible distri
its precious water. ‘ . ow

'I“)he guidance of the (,gntrefls ﬁlsc:n o
a very onerous preoccupation, hordigect e
close watchfulness of those w oh e e
Centre in the outer world m’uc
pends than perhaps they realize.

A Useful Instrument tollowing Dr.
Shrimati Rukmini Devi, fol ?;v:qmes o
Arundale, indicated new ngr‘me to the
work, which would bring 1?3"_"
Centre. Concluding, she said "« meant to
A spiritual Centre like th;]S work, not
be a useful iustrument in t::izaticm, but
merely by its truth and ol’gﬂho have con-
also by a band of workers Tétely to the
secrated their lives .comh%rs each ind}-
service of the great Teac ure life. This
vidual living a fine and pe of not only
Centre should be a h(.)r?ng. It is t'hat
spiritual but beautiful Hv the mightiest
which is going to produce ‘hole world.
effect on Europe and the : of our work,
That should be the foundat}:: future. 1am
and it is my ambition for td all that I have
the Head of the Centre, an its Life. Let
said should be the basis foft’ 11 of a wonder-
it be deeply emotional, b“tl Y a desire to be
ful kindness towards peop el’e but beautiful
helpful to all, leading simp mbers to con-
lives. I would like all the mf:ve themselves
centrate on all this, and to E, f the Centre.
wholeheartedly to the work o
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WORLD FUND FOR THEOSOPHY

(Concluded from page 259)
APPOINTMENT OF TRrusT : The General

ouncil to appoint 4 small Commiittee tq
act as a Trust for the Fund, i

e President, Recorder and Treasurer
of The Theosophical Societ’y.

he General Secretarieg Of nominees of

merica, Australia, and uropean Fedey.
ation,

The Manager of the Bank i
where funds are placed. " Madras

oweé) to Co-opt Sor appoint twe others,

Tganizing ecretary of the Fund.
GENERAL It should b clearly unger.
8tood that thig Proposal is not the natyre

ticular
of an Endowment Fund f(;]r ?:zop:lliocate
or special object, except whe - ht ten d to
ersonally by donor, as thlsS g oy, but s
grysmllize the work of Thel: 0se e may
free to be utilized for any plélg%t any time:
become apparent or desira b & ent at the
The interest or capital may O e who wil
discretion of the General C&;lu Clerailed ad
int a committee for the O entativ
amlr’i';)fi,stration which will be as rep
‘ ist
as'lggzms:?r.xciple motive of :;h::rfi"pl;ti,:ns c
supplement the ntomiﬁilbl:uTie & ety 1
50 a5 to ¢ oCin
ﬁiﬁ?ﬁrsﬁxore extensive usefulnes
attainment of its Objects.

World Fund For Theosophy

; f the World Fund for

: i draft, made in July, o hical

The following r?;;;egnd widening the usefulness of Th:f ’It‘}t;:oé)gz::r:al

st A 1;12'323 in principle at an lrﬁformal .{?egtemglaced before the

Society was ap t 28. The sc eme‘ w1 it '

i b on Augus tion, and for the appointmen

Council at Zagre for final confirmation, the
General CounC(;l 101}1') gftct:;ntﬁz' We are obliged to Mr, Peter Freeman for

of organizer and ¢ ’

e draft\:)VORLD FUND FOR THEOSOPHY
(Revised Draft, July, 1938)

S OF COLLECTION :
sE: To provide funds for develop- METHOD
URPOSE @

i T h National Society to

The T ical Society (@) To request eac . _

8 e WorkhOf wheld h:zzopi};cgarticular try to raise money at highest aver
woughout the world,

ithin three
age rate per member wi
d deemed most
: » years by any metho
1); The work of the “ Seven-Year Plan, practicable
including :

i to every
o issue Forms and Letter
) T member inviting quuests to be
allocated to The Saciety.
To invite larger, and, or, regulay do-
(¢) To in tain individual
nations flg)m cer a.aljl ndividual
bers by person
le of Brotherhood. mem . ot from
(;’; g;;i!:rzztional Bureaux. :he' President and Gene
i including : aries. .
B e o o e ker Nation- (d) Members and Lodges to be invited
(a) Helping some of our weake to make suggestions as to how the
o it in countries where Fund can be augmented and ex-
(®) Startinsfj aCt:tn:;g:v exist. tended.
they do n

) : Fund
ing expenses of RATION OF FUNDS: The _
(C) Payment ti?)fnatlr::(l)illi::gandqecturers' {:?ﬂ%’;isor ate the Adyar Day Fxllrnd,szetil- -
interna icati and pub- ’s Fund, Faithful Service Fund, etc.,
ional publications dent’s Fund, ] ete
(@) Inltfcrirtl;.t 1 but promises or donatx?nshmiy b:rls)gz:.ls 03;
ide funds for World and In- earmarked for g}ng (')re 5 ese p
(3) To provide 1 Congresses. other activities, if desired.
(4) T te;??)tzlicc‘ineatravelgling and other peces- ORGANIZATION :
4) To

; d )
sary expensesff%;thseolz;i?dent an (@) Under direct control of General
other officers o e

; to Council. )
(5) To provide pens}x}ons E:ilse ngrzntlsi fe's (b) SpeCIallx ?pp%lgct:éit ;)re;rson to act as
who have Organizing tary. o
e The Society. : (c) Each National Society to be.m\_nt_ed
serv};ce dt:velopment and extension of c 10 appoint & committes or indiyil.
e . .

© Fotrhet Adyar Estate and our Interna o Bpr popularxt;e thepfgr'; ?;es .
tional Heidqu¥;:l;ophical work ‘of (@) Reco;gtss Ofeg:onioml?:’ made in Tre

(7) For ial :;lue; and jmportance. THEOSOPHICAL WORLD.
spect® : An effort to be made (e) Annual Report and Balance Sheet

AMOUNT &ND T;?;ﬁa;l sum of £100,000 in to be issued.

o completeng promises by 1941, when the (Concluded on page 258)

don?tigrl;ssi;ential election takes place.

nex

) Adyar Library:
Eg; gegant Memorial .S'chool. Hore
(c) Theosophical Training College.
§d) Adyar Museum.
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The Culture of India

RADIO BROADCAST BY RUKMINI DEVI

URING her recent stay in Hollywood,
California, Shrimati Rukmini Devi
gave a radio interview on ““ The Culture of
India.” This was broadcast over one of
the largest of the radio stations, linked
with some twenty other stations in various
parts of America, so that a very large
audience of listeners heard it with perfect
clarity. It was also “televised,” so that
all who possessed television-radio instru-
ments were able to see, as well as hear
Rukmini Devi, clothed in very beautiful
Hindu fashion, as she spoke her lines in
the broadcasting studio. The following is
the verbatim report :

Ideal of Art

OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT {By the
Station’s Representative) : Good evening,
Ladies and Gentlemen. We take great
pleasure in bringing you a special story of
India broadcast, presented by Mr. Lal
Chand Mehra, well known Hindu lecturer
and radio commentator residing in Cali-
fornia., Tonight Mr. Mehra has as his
guest a distinguished and cultured Hindu
lady, Shrimati Rukmini Devi, wife of Dr,
George S. Arundale, President of The Theo-
sophical Society, at Adyar, India. The
subject of dissussion is “ The Womanhood
of India and India’s Contribution to World
Culture.” We now introduce your host,
Mr, Lal Chand Mehra.

MR. MEHRA : Thank you. Good even-
ing, Ladies and Gentlemen. Our charming
and distinguished guest, Shrimati Rukmini
Devi, comes from a learned family of South
India. She is President of the Interna-
tional Academy of the Arts, and President
of the World Federation of Young Theos-
ophists. To her Art is life, and Art is
the highest ideal of truly noble living. She
gives expression to her art in music, in
drama and in dancing. In her private life
she is the wife of Dr. George S. Arundale,
President of The Theosophical Society.

But Rukmini Devi does not need all this
introduction. All that we need to know

about her is that she combines in herself
the charm, the beauty, and the repose that
is India herself. She exemplifies India’s
womanhood at its best. And now I turn
to the very pleasant task of talking with
Shrimati Rukmini Devi who is beautifully
dressed in a silver and orange san.
Namaste, Rukmini Deviji.

Status of Women

RUKMINI DEVI: Namaste, Mr. Mehra.
Good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Question (By Mr. Mehra): Will you
tell us something about the women of
India ? What is their ideal ?

Answer (By Rukmini Devi): Our ideal
is that though many women may come to
the nation’s activities in the outer world,
still the highest ideal of India’s womanhood
is to maintain the spirit of womanhood in
the home. The mother spirit is the highest
in India, and the place of the mother 1s one
that is reverenced very deeply, not only by
all ordinary Indians but also by the most
learned and prominent. The true spirit of
motherhoodis something essentially protect-
ive, and therefore the ideal of womanhood
is that she should express to the nation the
same tenderness and love that she feels for
her dearest child.

Q.: In these modern times the women
in America have to face the two alternatives
in life, home or a career. Do the Indian
women definitely consider their place to be
in the home, or do they prefer a career or
public life ?

A.: The majority of Indian women
prefer the home life, while a large minority
prefer public life, but more as a help to the
nation than as an individual career. The
idea of women taking a career to earn their

own livelihood is not one that appeals to

the Indian mind.

Q.: What is the status of the women
in India today? Do they have a voice in
the affairs of their country ? Do they bave
equal rights with the men in voting and
standing for office ?
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A.: The status of Indian women is the
same as the status of the men, that is,
they do have equal rights. There are
relatively more Indian women taking part
in political and educational activities in
India today than in any other nation in the
world. This is especially true in the field
of education. Between 1921 and 1926 all
the provinces of India voted that franchise
be granted to the women of India on
exactly the same terms as the men. This
to include the right to vote, the right to
election to the Central Legislative Assem-
bly and all the Provincial Legislative
Assemblies and all municipal and local
Government bodies.

Equal Rights :

O.: That is very interesting and indeed
a wfery remarkable step. Itis almost.twelve
years then since the women of India have
had equal rights in everything. Have the_y
made a place for themselves in th.e pplxtx-
cal and educational fields during this time ?

A.: Yes, they have. During this period
Indian women have been members of
legislatures, they have been elected town
mayors, have been appointed honorary
magistrates. They have become university
senators, barristers and lawyers. One
woman was elected unanimously by her
fellow-members, all men, to be Deputy-
President of the Legislative Council of
Madras Presidency, an office equal to th?.t
of Deputy Speaker of the House. And in
the State of Travancore an Indian woman
was Minister of Health for three years.

Above all, the highest honour that .the
people of India can confer, that of eleg:tlon
as the President of the Indian National
Congress was twice conferred on women-—
once on the late Dr. Annie Besant, Presi-
dent of The Theosophical Society and for
long a national leader of India, and 'then
upon Sarojini Naidu, the famous Hindu
poetess and social and political leader.

Q.: That is very enlightening and very
wonderful. Have women been always highly
regarded by the men in India ? W_ould you
say that women were regarded with great
respect in ancient India ?

Honour in the Home

A.: Certainly. They are very highly
regarded by the men of India today, and in

3

ancient India even more so. They were
not only respected and honoured, but they
had a unique position in leadership. Even
in modern times, before they had equal
political rights with men, they have had a
position of honour in the home. In fact,
the high position and the ideal of woman-
hood in India is something which is not
understood by the West, for a mother (as
every woman is in reality) is considered as
an aspect of God Himself in sacredness.
In the ancient Indian ideals of education it
has always been impressed on the child
that the teacher, or guru, because he brings
knowledge and wisdom to the child, is like
unto God, and that the child’s father is ten
times more respect-worthy than the teacher.
Yet the mother is considered even greater
than the father and the teacher, for the
mother is not merely the person who has
brought the child into the world, but she is
considered to be the first teacher of the
child as well.

This gives you an idea of the high regard
in which women are held in India. One
of the great Sanskrit phrases, for example,
in the Law of Manu, who was India’s
great lawgiver, is “ Where women are
honoured, there the angels rejoice.” An-
other interesting fact is that no Hindu
ceremony, even of the most sacred kind,
can be conducted without the participation
of the mother; and this gives some idea
i)il’c the high position of the woman in Indian
ife.

Q.: Yes, it does give a splendid idea.
And I wish that practical America could
incorporate some of this idealism of India
into her life. It would make a magnificent
and practicable combination. Now here ig
a point which is most puzzling to Ameri-
cans. Why should India, with such high
regard for womanhood, have Purdah, that
is, keep woman behind the veils and closed
doors ? What is the origin of Purdah, and
has it been prevalent in India since the
early days ?

A.: Purdah really came into existence
during the Muhammadan invasion of India.
It is a purely Muhammadan custom. Both
Purdah and early marriage were brought
into use by the Hindus in order to protect
their womanhood from the foreign invaders,
Even now there is no Purdah in those
parts of India where the Muhammadan in.
fluence is not strong, such as South India
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and the Bombay Presidency. As a matter
of fact, in other parts of India Purdah is
fast disappearing.

. : Who are some of the women leaders
in the modern India of today ?

Cultural Freedom

A.: Sarojini Naidu, the great Indian
poetess and political leader ; Mrs. Pandit,
the first woman Minister for Public Health
in the United Provinces; Dr. Muthulak-
shmi Reddi, Deputy Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly in Madras, and many,
many others.

Q. : What are the modern Indian women
doing towards the future of India’s renais-
sance ?

A.: They are primarily occupied in two
departments of life: First, in the political
regeneration of India to gain Home Rule
or Self-Government for her, and, second,
in restoring to India her ancient culture,
adapted, as naturally it would be, to modern
times. This means not only the revival
of India’s arts and crafts, but restoring to
modern India her great and ancient spirit-
ual ideals in all departments of life.

Q.: In your work as a dancer of the
classical dances of India, do you conceive
the dance as having any part in the larger
renaissance of India?

A, : Yes,indeed. Perhaps you will think
I overemphasize my own form of art when
1 say that India will not be restored to her
greatness unless she re-establishes her art-
istic freedom along with political freedom.
We must have cultural freedom with polit-
ical and economic freedom. We must have
the vision of India’s all-round upliftment if
we would make her what she ought to be—
the spiritual leader of the world.

Q.: _W'ill you tell us why the classical
dance in India was so interwoven with
religion ?

Dance and Religion

A.: It was so because both religion and
the classical dance endeavour to express
the idea of creation, of rhythmic movement,
of the influence of spirit upon matter.
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Religion endeavours to express in words
an'd ideas the concept of divinity and to
raise man to it. So does the classical
dance, in a different way, endeavour to
express that concept in terms of movement,
of colour, of symbol, of music, and so to
exalt the onlooker as to bring him into
closer understanding with those rhythmic
potencies which the dancer tries to embody
and release. It is thus that the dance,
properly understood and performed, be-
comes a religious ceremonial.

Q.: And .in your opinion does art also
have a relation with religion ?

A.: Yes, art has a very definite relation
to religion. Religion, to me, is emotion,
mind and body turned inwards to become
one with the Divine; art is the Divine
coming down and becoming one with the
quy, _emotion and mind. Religion is
Divinity expressed inwardly ; art is Divinity
expressed outwardly. You cannot separate
religion from art, and when one is creating
a piece of art one should be inspired by the
same lofty idealism as when one goes into
a temple or church to worship. The artist
worships in his own way through his art.
That is why art has always been hard or
evil when inspiration has been lacking, and
1grfea.t when religious inspiration has been
ofty.

There is an ethereal, let us call it a
spiritual quality towards which an artist
or a dancer, especially an Indian artist or
dancer, can aspire. It is a quality which
touc‘}‘les the very heart of creative forces. 1
say ‘ especially an Indian artist or dancer ”
because India represents and s a reservoit
of Spiritual Force.

Q.: (Closing remarks by Mr. Mehra):
That is indeed a worthy and beautiful
ideal that you have given us, worthy of the
aspiration of all artists and all individuals.
Thank you, Rukmini Devi, for giving us
such a wonderful insight into the ideals of
India. Thank you for your inspiring words.
And may I say this to you for myself and
for our unseen audience: We wish you
long life and happiness, we wish you
success and achievement in all your en-
deavours and aspirations.

Broadcasting in Madras

HE President still has in mind as a
T future development of Adyar a short-
wave Theosophical broadcasting station
which will send out to the world the mes-
sage of Theosophy from the Centre. At
present such a station is not practlcabl_e,
as Government conditions do not permit.
Given a station at Adyar, it would be
possible to broadcast in many languages,
and in due course regularly to put on the
air a programme highly interesting to those
who possess short-wave receiving sgts.
Similarly to Lodges, and to every Section
Headquarters. The proposal was so eagerly
welcomed that a friend who was keen upon
Adyar having such a station donated
Rs. 5000, or about £400, to be a nucleus
for its establishment. For the present, the
stations of All-India Radio are ‘under
Government control, so tthat a station at
Adyar is not yet within the realm of

““ practical politics.”

Meanwhile Dr. Arundale’s dream 18 to
a slight extent fulfilled by the erection of
a radio station in Madras, one of the All
India chain, with call-sign VUM (211 and
60.6 metres). Several Adyar Theosophists
have already broadcast from Madras, anc}
its proximity to Adyar should prove use;ful
for the dissemination of Theosophica
points of view, particularly after the
return of the President. Dr. Arundale is
a favourite with programme di}'ectors, for
his topical outlook, hi§ engaging \%’,rson-
ality and his fine radio voice. e re-
member after his first talk at the opening
of 2GB Sydney, the Government Inspec-
tor telephoning and congratulating him
on his talk. After that .the President
was on the air several‘ times & we_ek(i
talking on good citizenship (which c?.rnfe
on through the whole of the Who's o;
Australia Campaign), on Thepsophy. an
on a variety of sermon topics from St.
Alban's.

One of his greatest hits in Australia was
his descriptive talk on the film of the ru-
ined city of Napier, New Zealand, which

had been shattered by an earthquake. The
film was shown in both town and country,
so that we may say without exaggeration
that Dr. Arundale was known by his
picture and by his voice throughout the
length and breadth of the Commonwealth.
That was indeed wonderful propaganda
just at the time when he was intensifying
not only his Theosophical output, but also
the patriotic campaign which virtually re-
generated the nation.

Coming back to Madras, there is no
doubt that Shrimati Rukmini Devi, as
head of the International Academy of the
Arts, will have a message for India, partic-
ularly for its women. She had a wide
listening public over 2GB Sydney, and
she spoke recently over the Los Angeles
Station, in a hook-up with twenty other
stations in that area, in a conversational
broadcast on Art, in which she was also
televised.

Adyar talks on the Madras station began
on September 2nd with fifteen minutes by
Mr. Alex Elmore on “ New Ways of
Stagecraft.” This talk was under the aus-
pices of the International Academy of the
Arts, in which Mr. Elmore is dramatic
director. Mr. Conrad Woldringh is sup-
plying accompaniments and assisting with
the musical programmes, and some Adyar-
jans have joined the radio choir. On
October 11, Mr. Woldringh will give a
recital of piano music by Maurice Ravel
with an introductory talk by Mr. Elmore,
and on the 16th a Debussy recital. Later
in the month the Besant Memorial School
will conduct two children's sessions, one
concert programme, and the other dramat-
ic—'' Scenes from Julius Caesar.”

The first really Theosophical talk from
VUM was arranged to be given on Septem-
ber 29, by Mr. N. Sri Ram (Treasurer at
Headquarters) on “ The Other Man's Point
of View.”

Later :—A landline is to be run out from
VUM to Adyar.
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Our World News Service

THE ZAGREB CONGRESS

¢ MOST successful time " is the uni-
versal opinion of the Zagreb Con-

gress of the European Federation, August
25-31.  The King of Yugoslavia (Peter 11)
sent a representative to the opening and
teleg{aphed appreciation of the President’s
greetings.

The President and Shrimati Rukmini
Devi were in excellent form.

There were 350 delegates present, among
them thirteen General Secretaries.

The European Congress next year will
be held in France.

THE PRESIDENT'S MOVE.-
MENTS

After the Zagreb Congress the President
and Shrimati Rukmini Devi went straight
through by train to London, arriving on
September 1. They spent some time as
the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Coats at their
country house in Somerset, and at Miss
Gladys Newberry’s residence, Douro Place,
London, and later left for Huizen, arriving
thereA on September 27, for a workers’
meeting arranged to continue from that
date to October 4. About thirty people
were expected to live at Vasanta House
du;xng this week, including General Secre-
taries of various Sections and other import-
ant representatives, and some young people.

Other visitors to the Centre were billeted
round about Naarden, Bussum and Huizen
all very beautiful residential places. ’

THE PRESIDENT’S FOURTH
YEAR

* The Yugoslavian Section of The Theo-
sophical Saciety sends you greetings for
the fourth year of your Presidentship,
and the members of this Section thank
you for all that you have done for
them,” writes Mme. Jelisava Vavra, Gener-

al Secretary for Yugoslavia, in a communi-

cation to the P’resident, autographed by a
number of members.

. Gratefully thanking the American Sec-
tion 'for having conveniently fixed its Con-
vention dates to enable the President to
cross over to Zagreb in time for the Euro-
pean Congress, Mme. Vavra proceeds :

We are looking forward with great
pleasure to receiving you and Shrimati

Rukmini Devi in our midst, and we shall
do our best to help to make the Congress a
worthy instrument for the work you wish
to do. May all good wishes come to you
for your future great work in The Society
in the years to come ! "

POLAND'S ASSURANCE

Another autographed letter of greetings,
which the President and Shrimati Rukmini
Devi wish to acknowledge gratefully,
comes from Warsaw, where our Polish
brethren recently assembled for their seven-
teenth annual convention.

“The Convention,” they state,  has the
mark of good organization and of eagerness
to strive further in the service of Theos-
ophy.”

Appreciative tribute is offered to the
retiring General Secretary, Madam Stefa
Siewierska, to whom the Polish members
admit, “ we owe our unity and the spirit of
service.”

. The signatories assure the President:

The understanding of the force of unity-—
which is real spirituality—and the will to
realize it give us serenity and joy.”

A FINNISH GREETING

The President and Shrimati Rukmini
Devi very heartily reciprocate the “ loyalty
greeting "' conveyed to them at Olcott by
autographed letter from representative
members of the Finnish Section, who met
recently at Helsinki for a “short but
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enthusiastic’’ Summer School. The ‘General
Secretary, Mr. Armas Rankka, is signatory
on behalf of the 150 students who attended
the Summer School from about ﬁftqen
Lodges. Present also was Mrs. Adelaide
Gardner, General Secretary for England,
who led the session—she adds beneath her
signature :  Warm greetings from a very
enthusiastic and loyal group.”

There could be no more striking testi-
mony to the solidarity of our Theosophical
brotherhood than the fine gesture of our
Finnish brethren in including also in the
message of greeting Mr. Sidney Cook,
leader of the American Section. There
are many Finns living in America and
some entirely Finnish Lodges.

NEWS FROM SPAIN

It is always a pleasure to hear from
Theosophists in Spain who are so dls§res§ed
by the civil war. Our sympathy is with
them in full measure.

One of our live members in t‘l‘)at troubled
area writes to the President: We are so
glad to know that you and Shrimati Rukmini
Devi are in Europe. I am sure that your
presence cannot but be an influence for
good in these distressing times. We have
noted with great interest your‘Campalgns
in the Theosophical journals in favour of
the restoration of international fairness,
goodwill and understanding, and of the
rights of peoples. F ortunately we know
that light must follow the darknefs, even
if the latter lingers on all too long. t

retting her inability to be present 2
theR eZgagrebgCongrres‘.s owing to condltloﬁs
in Spain which preclude travel abroad, the
correspondent expresses her thankft}lness
that “our difficulties are not greater in the
circumstances.”

i

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
ENCOURAGING

The following observations on our
Society’s central finances by a business
expert, who himself lately helpqd to reorg-
anize our Headquarters administration,
will be found interesting :

4

Even though viewed from far-off Ameri-
ca, one finds interesting and encouraging
information as to the welfare of The Society
during the past year contained in a recent
comparative financial statement issued by
the Treasurer.

For example, under the item of * Estab-
lishment,” there has been a saving of
more than Rs. 6,000 this year. While
this has had to be effected by retrenching
in the expenses of the staff, still one under-
stands that there has actually been an in-
crease in the wages of the lower grades of
workers,

Members who are not personally familiar
with the actual conditions have no concep-
tion of the pathetically low wages of the
poorer classes of workmen and workwomen
employed in India. Qur President has
taken the attitude that wherever possible
these workers at Adyar shall have better
wages than the average of their class.
Thus does Adyar help, in a very small way
but perhaps an important one, in the world-
wide movement to better the condition of
the specially underprivileged.—H.H.

WE MISS YOU!

Adyar is already missing two of its best
workers—Captain and Mrs. Ransom, who
lately returned to London. We are too
much immersed in our own times to ade-
quately assess Mrs. Ransom’s literary work
during her two years’ stay at Headquarters,
particularly on the 1938 Adyar Edition
of The Secret Docitrine, of which Dr.
Arundale put her specially in charge. But
Theosophists the world over will no doubt
acknowledge in due time their debt of
gratitude to Mrs. Ransom and her col-
leagues—devoted students of H. P. Blavat-
sky—who tirelessly, even prodigiously,
worked for several months to make avail-
able to us in very attractive form our most
authentic classic.

In addition to her valuable contributions
to The Theosophist and other Theosophi-
cal journals, Mrs. Ransom also applied
herself, at the instance of the President, to
a very careful research into the Adyar
Archives, with a view to bring out an
accurate and authentic Short History of
The Theosophical Society. The story of
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Captain-Ransom, during the year he
stayed at Adyar, helped primarily as head
of the Engineering Department. He also
collaborated with the editorial staff of The
Secret Doctrine. Voyaging home, Mr. and
Mrs. Ransom intended to spend a week in
Egypt, travelling as far up the Nile as
Luxor. And on arrival in England, Capt.
Ransom'’s intention was to start immedi-
ately on a lecture tour in four North Euro-
pean countries.

" described fascinatiggly’in these pages by
d:zge J
tri
its usual business

SHANGHAI HEAD-
QUARTERS

Mr. Knudsen sends a photograph of the
new building which he has acquired in
Shanghai as his headquarters for the work
of Presidential Agent in East Asia. Itis
a modern six-story building surmounted
by a room which is used for private pur-
poses with a temple roof. Around this is
a roof-garden. The house is in Jessfield
Road in the newer part of Shanghai, Mr.
Knudsen says it has already “an atmos-
phere of its own—Theocsophic, hospitable,
home-like, quiet. Our street is a high-
way, and has its bus line and its Chinese
noises, but it is never so noisy as the old
library was down-town.,”

The house is on a corner block, facing
north-east. On the ground floor are the
lecture hall, library, reception room, and
stairway. On the second floor, members’
room and offices. On the third and fourth

floors are the living quarters and shrine
room.

Miss Dorothy Arnold, a well known
figure in the Theosophical history of China,
was a guest of Mr. and Mrs. Knudsen
when the mail left Shanghai. * She has
been in retirement for four or five years,"
Mr. Knudsen writes, “ but the sight of all
this life and equipment have stirred her to
action again. So we look for her return in
a year or so. We are losing four members
by immigration to Australia, but it is our
growth too. We carry on just the same.”

STANDING

The Madras Lodges have arranged a
series of lectures every Thursday evening
in the Gokhale Hall (the scene of many of
Dr. Besant’s triumphs), the speakers being
well known Theosophists, and the chair-
man of each meeting a member of the
Madras Congress Ministry or some prom-
inent public man. This series commenced
on August 9th with an introductory ad-
dress by Mr. N. Sri Ram. The campaign
lasts three months, and the final lecture
will be given by Dr. Arundale immediately
after his arrival at the beginning of Novem-
ber. Every phase of understanding is being
presented. The audience numbers about
two hundred every week and good reports
are given in the Press, so that the insistent
and cumulative effect of the lectures should

be to set many people in Madras thinking
of understanding.

Similar campaigns are going on in other
parts of the world.

A VISION OF THE REAL

Addressing the President at Olcott on
behalf of the Columbus Lodge, Ohio, the
§ecretary, Mr. Leo Fritter, expresses his

deep appreciation of the President’s highly
instructive ' Reflections on The Secret
Doctrine, which appeared in the April
Theosophist,”

Says Mr. Fritter: “I have re-read it
thoroughly several times, and in my own
humble opinion, you have given about as
clear an exposition of the purpose and
scope of The Secret Doctrine as I have
ever read or heard of anywhere. Your
words command attention and open up
vistas of thought which nothing else has
done for me before. You have challenged
us to effort in a renewed study of this
significant work, and we are very grateful
for arousing in us those ‘intimations of
reality * which every page discloses.”
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SCIENTISTS AND SOCIAL
PROBLEMS

The fact that the British Association
meeting at Cambridge devoted a whole
section to the application of science to
sociological problems intensifies interest 1n
the article by Dr. Bhagavan Das which
appeared in the April issu?‘ of The Theo.:s-
ophist under the title Th'e W'?rlds
Dire Need for a Scientific Manifesto.

Dr. Bhagavan Das's artigle has been
reproduced in several Section journals.
After publishing it in The American Tﬁeos-
ophist, the National President .reprmted
one thousand copies for distribution. All
these copies have been sent out to Lodge
Presidents, college presidents, and other
leaders in the educational field. In the
letter to college presidents Mr. Cook
writes : " .

“1t is not often that an appeal to me
a ggt:at world need is addressed to the
world's scientists, Dr. Bhagavan Das rec-
ognizes that this body of thinkers, seldom
thought of as spiritual people, possesl'.:.:l a
spiritual power that may save the world.

A CELEBRITY LUNCHEON

an Francisco newspapers featured
ne’\};}sleitgms announcing that the Western
Women’s Club would present Dr. and
Mrs. Arundale at a celebrity l.uncheon.m
the Club ballroom. A lengthy list of. ladies
entertaining was published. ot

uncheon preceded a series of lecture
byTlgi.land Mrs? Arundale in the C_lubs
Community Playhouse. The Presxdelxllt
spoke on * The World, the Men, and the
Gods " ; Shrimati Rukmini Devi on The
Symbolism and Significance of the Indian
Dance.” The Press spoke 1D high praﬁse
of her genius as dancer and pictured her
wearing the ‘ flowing robes of her native
land.”

POLITICAL SCIENCE

itic i d over

The Political Science Group forme
twelve months ago at Cambetley, Suyrgy,
England, is focussing its present actwmi
on the lower rates campaign. The Genera

Secretary, Capt. Pape, sends us a poster
indicating that the demand for lower rates,
with better social services, is spreading in
the British Isles,

The Group is endeavouring to promote
practical action on evolutionary lines, and
one of their main objects is financial recon-
struction from the consumer’s end. The
signatories to a group manifesto on eco-
nomic reconstruction are Capt. Pape, Lt.-
Col. L. F. Wylde, Lt.-Col. S. R. Nor-
mand, and Mr. T. Kennedy, General Secre-
tary for Ireland. The nominal subscription
is 2/6 per annum. Capt. Pape's address :
Royal Societies Club, 63 St. James’s Street,
London, S.W.1.

THE WORK IN QUEENS-
LAND

Mr. Geoffrey Hodson's visit to Queens-
land is reported to have been fruitful in
several respects. His Theosophical lectures
is Brisbane, where he was engaged in a
three months' programme, drew audiences
averaging 300 to public addresses, and
about 170 to the two public study classes
a week. In addition, there were alternate
members’ meetings and special addresses to
young people every week.

Mr. Hodson writes: “ The extra Theo-
sophical opportunities and the publicity
here are finer than I have yet encountered.”
A commercial station, with a subsidiary
in the country (4BK and 4AK) not only
invited him to speak twice a week for the
entire duration of the visit, but also gave
wide publicity to the broadcasts. The result
was excellent paragraphing in the daily
press, and in the local wireless weekly,
Teleradio.

In addition to these splendid opportuni-
ties for reaching a very large public with
the teachings of Theosophy, Mr. Hodson
also addressed the Brisbane Rotary and
the Constitutional Clubs on world affairs.
Both addresses were broadcast, one over a
National Station.

*“ Much of this fine opportunity has been
obtained,” Mr. Hodson acknowledges, “first
through the initiative of Dr. Bean, a former
General Secretary of the Australian Sec-
tion, and second, of course, by the steady
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work of the Brisbane Lodge, which seems
to me to be in unusually close contact with
the community.”

On completing his three months’ pro-
gramme in Brisbane, Mr. Hodson had ar-
ranged to spend a fortnight at Toowoomba,
in the mountains, a hundred miles inland,
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and to speak twice a week, the addresses
to be broadcast there also.

Mrs. Hodsqn was also put on the air
once by 4BK, and had further engage-
ments at a National Station, her sub-

ject being “The Right Treatment of
Animals.” '

Fresh from the Publishers

Y the time this issue reaches our readers,
the Adyar Publishing House will have
ready for distribution the eagerly awaited
Short History of The Theosophical So-
ctety. Admirably edited by Mrs. Josephine
Ransom, it has a foreword by the President.
Fully authenticated as every statement is,
and compiled from original documents in
Adyar Archives, the book is an indispensable
part in the equipment of every Theosophist,
who wishes not merely to be well posted in
his knowledge of men and events and their
guiding impulses, but is keen also on posses-
sing unchallengeable facts collated from
documents bearing the impress of the very
dramatis personae.

October 1st will see the publication of
the new Adyar Diary for 1939, a delight-
ful gift book at an incredibly low price.
We recall how eagerly this diary was
welcomed by General Secretaries and mem-
bers throughout the world when it was
first published last year. It has two days
to a page, with appropriate and inspiring
quotation from the works of Dr. Arundale
on every page, printed on nice paper, and
bound artistically with rounded back.

The Index and Glossary to the new
Adyar Edition of The Secret Doctrine,
forming Vol. VI (the concluding volume)
of the set, is in the hands of the printer,
the text of the work covering the first five
volumes having been printed already. The
entire set of six volumes is expected to be
ready for delivery by the end of October.
The Publishers are now in a position to an-
nounce the revised prices of the set: India
Rs. 12, U.S.A. $8.00, Great Britain and
Ireland, 21/-, all other countries 18/6—
all prices post free. Orders are now being
registered by the Adyar T.P.H. and its
agencies abroad.

Of the important reprints the T. P, H.,
has brought out for the season, The Doc-

f‘rine of the Heart is unique as constituting

one of the rarest of the world’s devotional
classics . . . a priceless jewel of literature
on the Occult life and the way of attain-
ment through the service of the Holy
Ones,” according to the reviewer in The
Theosophist,

Mr. Jinarajadasa’s First Principles of
Theosophy comes out in a handy size., But
this is not its only attraction. The work
has been thoroughly revised by the author
himself, and brought up-to-date with addi-
tional matter in the light of further research
and experience. It has additional diagrams
and illustrations.

The New Humanity of Intuition, by
Mr. Jinarajadasa, gives us the clue by
which humanity might evalve to its next
stage of progress through the faculty of
intuition. It is the cultivation of this
faculty that will effectively serve us to
solve, according to the will of the Logos,
the fundamental problems here and here-
after.

The Press Department—oparticularly
Mr. J. L. Davidge and Mrs. Peterson-—is
pushing through the 1939 Year Book Sup-
plement, so as to make it available on
November 1. The up-to-date national
summaries, drawn up in the light of deep
Theosophical understanding of justice to
every nation in the world, fascinatingly
reveal to us cross sections, as it were, of
the working of the archetypal mind—the
plan and the purpose of the nations in time
and space. This edition of the Year Book
contains the principal features of its much
admired predecessor : calendars, great
Theosophical days, Events of 1938, Who's
Who, the Advance Guard, and the usual
International Directories. Orders are now
registered for this publication by the Adyar
T.P.H.

Revival in Central America

RALLY ROUND THE FLAG!

OLONEL BUSTILLO, who recently
C assumed the office of General Sec-
retary for Cuba, was present at the Ameri-
can Convention in June-July, and received
a very hearty welcome. Dr. Arundale sent
a message through him to the Cuban
brethren in the following terms:

It gives me very great happiness to
request your General Secretary to con-
vey to you all, brethren of the Cqban
Section, my very brotherly greetings
and best wishes for an ever-increasing
devotion to Theosophy and The Theo-
sophical Society. It has been a great
pleasure to us all to have Colonel Bus-
tillo in our midst during the (.:onventl.on
of The Theosophical Society 1n America
and the subsequent Summer School. I
hope someday it may be poss_lble for
Rukmini Devi and myself to visit you,
as we hear so much of the good work

being done.

In the world today there is such
urgent need for the spread of Theosophy
in its most direct form and for the living
by every member of The Soc1ety of the
First Object. To my mind all other
activities however valuable they may be
are of far less importance. fI am veg

interested, as some Of you m
{{nr:locv}vl, in the Liberal Catholic Chur_ch
and in Co-Freemasonry, but'I realize
more and more that these, important
as they are, must take a subordinate
place to what I have called Straight
Theosophy and to the furtherance of The
Theosophical Society. I call upon ytl)lu
therefore to rally strongly round tbe
Flag of Theosophy as unfurled 3&'
H. P. Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott an
ever to be true to The Theosophical

Society.
GEORGE S. ARUNDALE,

International President,
The Theosophical Society.

July 11, 1938.

A VIRILE ADMINISTRATION

In a statement of “ Opinions and
Explanations,” appearing in a recent issue
of the Cuban Section journal, Colonel
Bustillo, the interim General Secretary,
announces that a Theosophical Editorial
Board has been formed in the Provincial
Camp of the Federation of Oriental
Lodges (Cuba), thanks to the initiative
and material help of Mr. Antonio Duany
of Santiago.

“ Until some years ago, translations of
the works of our leaders came from
Spain,” the Colonel writes, * but the Civil
War in Spain has paralyzed this communi-
cation.” The object of the Editorial Board
is to bring out accurate Spanish trans-
lations of modern Theosophical works at
reasonable rates. Immediate success is
expected for this activity.

Enunciating his policy of administration,
Col. Bustillo states: - ‘I shall be very
liberal in matters of a spiritual nature,
respecting, maintaining, and encouraging
the autonomy of the Lodges and Feder-
ations, the independence and initiative of
members, provided no breach is committed
against the spirit of fraternity, and provided
also we do not depart from the limits of
the by-laws.”

To Col. Bustillo, 2 Theosophical Lodge
represents the Section in that locality ; it
should be a nucleus of spiritual life, just
as the Section or the National Society
represents the parent Society in the
particular territory in which it functions,
“The same needs that the Lodges have,
the Sections alsoc have in a greater
measure,” he says, * and still more so in
the case of the Mother Society.”

He appeals to his brethren to cultivate
within the Lodges simplicity, spacious-
ness, beauty ; the rooms should be fine and
airy, bright and clean. * All this requires
constant attention and good taste on the
part of members. We must help our
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Lodges not alone with conversations and
discourses ! ”’

To new members ** attracted to our ideals
of love and brotherhood, more than for any
other reason,” he makes some pertinent
remarks :

“ It is necessary that members recently
enrolled should know that we constitute a
Society of students of Theosophy, who
are trying to comprehend the Science, to
assimilate it and live it. That we are
Theosophists is precisely because we have
taken count of our imperfections, and are
eager to improve ourselves in all respects,
exerting ourselves by purification and ser-
vice to go forth to achieve spirituality.
Strong as is this good purpose, we are
wont to have our failings and temptations;
surely we cannot grow or advance unless
we learn to face our weaknesses and con-
quer them. Nothing therefore ought to
surprise us with regard to the conduct of
some brother. We are all companions on
the journey towards the Life Eternal,
towards Understanding, and our attitude
towards others should never be that of
destructive criticism, but always under-
standing and helpful.”

COVERING A CONTINENT

Reports of Mr. Jinarajadasa’s itinerary
in the Central American countries reveal
an intensive consolidation of Theosophical
work in that area,

From Uruguay, Mr. Jinarajadasa flew to
Paraguay, where he had excellent audiences.
Five lectures were broadcast. After lectur-
ing in Argentina and in Chile, he flew by
plane to Peru, and planned after some
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days to go by steamer to Buenaventura in
Colombia for three weeks’ work.

Seventeen Lodges are already active in
the new Colombia Section to which Mr.
Jinarajadasa takes its charter to deliver it
personally on behalf of the President. Senor
Don Guillermo Vengoechea (Genera] Secre-
tary) is intensifying propaganda through
the Lodges, and conducting a campaign of
assistance to children, mothers and aged
people.

From Colombia, Mr. Jinarajadasa pro-
posed to respond to a call from Venezuela.
After that he had still to visit eight other
countries in Central America. He finds
the need of the work abroad so urgent that
he will not return to India for this year's
Convention, and will stay in Europe until

the end of next year returning in time for
the Convention at Adyar.

A NEW FEDERATION IN
ARGENTINA

With the purpose of giving “ real and
efficient aid to the work of Theosophy
in opening up the whole territory of the
Mendoza, San Juan and San Luis Pro-
vinces” in Argentina, a new Federation
called ** Federacion Cuyana De Ramas
Teosoficas,” came into being on the 9th
of July.

“With simple and wise words our
illustrious friend Mr. Jinarajadasa .
fully showed the immense benefit that
attended a co-ordinated and intelligently
directed work.”

As did the Argentina Secretary, we offer
our felicitations to the new Federation for
its auspicious inauguration.

A BIRTHDAY MESSAGE

It is glorious to live in this critical time, and to offer ourselves joyfully

as channels for * The Power that makes for Righteousness,” by whatever name
we may call that Power. Service is the true Greatness, living, as we do, in a
world in which so many suffer blindly and resentfully, a world which sorely
needs the help of all who love.—ANNIE BESANT (1 October 1928).

Why I Returned To Brazil

BY C. JINARAJADASA

N other days, in the year 1860, there
lived in England a family made up of
Charles Leadbeater, his wife Mary, and
their two sons Charles and Gerald. The
elder son was thirteen years of age am_i the
younger six. The father was associated
with a group of Englishmen who were

interested in the construction of a railway -

in Brazil, known as the Oriental Railway,
the one from Bahia that runs to Alagorinha,
covering a distance of 150 kilometres. The
enterprise had been started but in the year
1860 ; some local event paralyzed the pro-
gress of construction which meant t_he
company’s downfall and the ruin for its
shareholders.

In so difficult a situation the Board of
Directors decided to send from England to
Brazil, one of its number to undgrtake the
burden of the work and inspection of the
railway. So it was that Mr. C.harlgs
Leadbeater Sr. arrived at Bahia with his
wife and his two sons to reside there. The
work was again set in operation a:}d little
by little the railway line advanced into the
interior of the country. These spots were
little known and were covered with forests.
Mr. Leadbeater Sr. had the custom of
spending some days with 'the engineers
who were constructing the line, occupying
then a hut at the end of the .rall_way line
and going back to see his family in Bahia
whenever it was possible.

Thus about two years slipped away.
During this time the eldgr son, Cl}arlers,
frequently accompanied his father in hxi
trips into the interior and made himsel
familiar with the customs of the mulattos,
half-breeds, and Indians that were employ-
ed as peons.

The family had a most faithful negro
servant called Pepito, who always ac-
companied his masters when they travglled
into the interior.

1 A rough transiation of an article in Mr. Jina-

adasa's polished Spanish published in the June
:iimber ofpolEvolucion. an Argentme(A Joll;mlgli

It happened once that the second son,
Gerald, having reached the mature age
of seven years, had been ill for some time,
and it was thought that a change of air
and a little excursion into the interior with
his father and elder brother would benefit
his health, in spite of his tender years and
the separation from his mother. So on
the father’s mnext trip, his two sons
accompanied him together with the faithful
Pepito, who as servant looked after their
needs.

It was customary to build a hut for the
director at the end of the line, and around
it were stationed the huts for the peons
and construction material. The hut was

- made with trees recently cut and sawed in

half, then driven into the soil. The roof
was of palm leaves. As they lengthened
the line, they constructed a new hut.

One day when all the workmen had
been given a holiday for a fiesta, the father
and his two sons were resting at home.
The father had imposed on himself the
task of coping with some documents, and
the children were engaged in occupations
suitable to their age. The hut, situated
on a little elevation, dominated the living-
quarters of the workmen who were cluster-
ed around it at some distance below. It
was past the middle of the day and all was
peaceful. Suddenly a shot was heard. In
the lower part there were no workmen as
they all were at the fiesta. Then many
shots were heard. As a measure of pru-
dence, Mr. Leadbeater Sr. closed the door
and bolted it, But there remained sufficient
cracks between the timbers to see across
the walls. In a moment groups of armed
men were seen. They were not workmen,
but for the most part Indians. Not having
had rumours of the existence of any dis-
turbance among the Indians, the Leadbeater
party had not taken the precaution of
preparing to repel a possible attack,

Then many things happened, the details
of which were told by Charles Leadbeater,
the son, in a story in which he relates the
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principal incidents of this episode. The
story bears the title, Saved by a Ghost,”
and is to be found in his baok, The
Perfume of Egypt.

A half-breed, Martinez by name, had
commenced a revolution in the interior and
had won over the Indians, promising them
vengeance against the Whites, and a good
share of booty. Martinez, in company
with his men, were marching on Bahia,
the capital. It was important that no one
should notice their successful arrival in
the capital. Martinez knew that if news
of their arrival reached the ears of the
English railway agent, it would be speedily
transmitted to the authorities. This made
bhis capture necessary. It was accomplished
after a great struggle, Mr. Leadbeater Sr.
having taken flight to the hut in the midst
of a shower of wrapped arrows in burning
cotton wool ta set fire to the straw-thatched
roof. In this way the Englishman and his
two sons were finally captured.

With the hope of maintaining the Indians
as allies and also of keeping his half-breed
followers in terror and superstition, Mar-
tinez had made his retinue take an oath
of fidelity. The ceremony consisied of
abjuring Christ and trampling on the
crucifix. Upon the capture of the English-
men, Martinez had promised them their
life if they would join him, for which it
would be necessary that they should trample
on the crucifix.

In spite of having been made to appear
as a prisoner before Martinez in his denuded
hut, and with his hands bound, Mr. Lead-
beater Sr. found himself able to untie
them, gave Martinez a blow and immediate-
ly escaped into the wood. In the same
way the elder brother also refused to com-
mit such a sacrilege, threatening Martinez
with all kinds of punishment, on the sup-
position that both the Governors of Brazil
and England would capture him. Furious,
Martinez ordered the Indians to carry the
boy away and torture him, until he would
take the vath to join his band. Then he
turned to the child. When they were
f:‘arrying the elder brother away, he cried,

Gerald, don't do it. Don't do it, Gerald.”

Martinez, now in rage, countered with
the order that immediately the child should
trample on the crucifix or be threatened
with death. The small lad raised his eyes
to heaven and said, *“ I will not do it, Thou
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art a bad man.”* Blind with anger, Martinez
drew his sword and it darted over the child.
The little one fell dead before the eyes of
his brother, who was being carried away
by the Indians by main force. Then in a
great voice, he swore vengeance on Martinez
for the death of his brother.

During the night the Indians tortured
the elder Drother, first tying his hands to
two branches of a tree and then letting it
fall. But later they hung him from the
tree at a short distance from the earth and
then lit a fire underneath his feet. In the
midst of this torture that lasted several
hours, when he felt about to die and his
head had of its own accord fallen to his
breast, something attracted his attention.
Raising his head and looking into the air
in front of him he saw there the little
Gerald in a halo of light, smiling tenderly.
The apparition of his brother seemed to
Charles as a celestial messenger to bring
him comfort before his death.

But the father who had escaped and was
hiding had been watching, and had seen all
that had passed. The negro Pepito, who
had been at the fiesta during the attack,
had seen the footsteps and had discovered
the father. Under cover of night when all
the Indians and half-breeds were sleeping,
with great precautions the f?.ther_ and the
negro untied Charles and carried him away
with them. He was not able to walk and
had to be carried. The following adventures
are related in the story : how they hid among
the trees, how the dogs followed their foot-
steps, and how they finally escaped. After
encountering many dangers, they met frler.ld-
ly troops by means of which they sent notice
of the insurrection to the Governor.

At the end of many months, the troops
of the Governor met the rebels. In the
front line were Charles Leadbeater, father
and son, determined to come face to face
with Martinez and kill him, During a
struggle with swords, Martinez slipped, and
the youth launched himself at the throat of
his enemy to deal him a death blow. But
at this moment, when the evening light was
just fading, something attracted the atten-
tion of Charles. He raised his eyes, and
there before him was Gerald, indicating
with a gesture of his hands that his brother
should go back.

Charles undersiood and did not kill
Martinez. He called to a division of
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soldiers that were passing to take Martinez
prisoner.

The death of little Gerald was a tremen-
dous blow to the mother. When the
revolution was over, the family returned to
England, but now without the little Gerald.

Many years after, in 1884, Charles Lead-
beater, the only representative of his family
after the death of his father, entered The
Theosophical Society. He consecra_ted
himself wholly to Theosophy, abandoning
his ecclesiastical career, and betook h_1mself
to Adyar to help The Society at a time <_)f
great difficulty. Three years later, his
Theosophical work called him to Ceyl.on
to help the Buddhists there to estal?llgh
schools for their children and also to aid in
the revival of Buddhism. As hg went off
to Ceylon, the Adept wl‘m‘o was his M.aster,
said to him smilingly: * You are going to
meet your brother there.” But He did not
tell him the name that the child was bearing
in his new birth; this the Master left to
the intuition of the disciple. _

As the work unfolded in Ceylon, with
the establishment of new schools, there
entered a number of young Buddhists.
Mr. Leadbeater discovered his brother
Gerald, incarnated now as a youth. of
twelve years who bore the name of Jina-
rajadasa. Upon making this discovery,
he found means to take the youth to Eng-
land and give him an education such as
his parents in Ceylon were not able to
give him. He described this dgnout?fnent
in Ceylon in a little parrative entitled * The
Master.” .

Many more years have passed, and in
1928 T returned to Brazil to continue the
work that I had commenced t_here, when
1 died for Christ as a little child. Many
times in the future, I shall have to be born
in Brazil, and for this reason I now give
lectures about children.

Vale més mancharse ayudando a los que
estan en el fango, que separarse de ellos
para permanecer sin mancha. ‘
(It is more worthy to become soiled

helping those who are in the mire than to

separate yourself from them in order that
you may remain without stain.
' C. JINARAJADASA

e

REINCARNATED LEADERS

Under a three-column headline, *“ Pre-
dicts New Messiahs Will End World
Chaos,” the Chicago Herald and Exam-
iner, July 2, displays a 6 x 6 inch real-
istic picture of * Dr. George S. Arundale
and Rukmini, his wife "’ and the following
interview :

A reincarnation of some of the “ saints
and saviours” of other days can be de-
pended on to appear in time and bring
order to a chaotic world again, Dr. George
Arundale, head of the International Theo-
sophical Society, predicted here yesterday.

The souls and driving forces which
motivated the messiahs of ancient days
can still be fused into other earthly entities,
with the result that they can and do return
to us in crises, he explained.

Wife a Brahmin

Dr. Arundale, whose headquarters are
in Madras, India, came here to address the
three-day convention which the American
Theosophist organization will open today
at the Hotel Stevens. He was accom-
panied by his wife, Shrimati Rukmini Devi,
a distinguished Indian artist of the Brah-
min caste.

Theosophy, Dr. Arundale explained, is
not in any sense a new religion. Rather
it is a philosophy or a school of thought,
he said.

Search for Truth

*“ Qur group, which now numbers 30,000
persons, has a threefold objective,” he said.

First, we want to draw into a brother-
hood and fellowship all the races and
creeds of the earth; second, we would
promote a closer understanding between all
the religious groups of the earth ; lastly,
we are attempting to conduct what might
be termed a ‘ free search for the truth’.”

Getting back to reincarnation, Dr.
Arundale expressed belief that nearly all
of the present-day world leaders had con-
siderable experience in that field in some
incarnation of long ago. Gandhi and
Tagore he cited as examples of reincar-
nated leadership. Lee, Washington and
Lincoln were probably reincarnates, he
added.



Brotherhood in Action

WORLD DAY FOR ANIMALS

R. Kevalram Dayaram, Chief Knight

for India, Order of the Round Table,

has issued the following letter to educa-
tional institutions in India :

‘World Animal Welfare Day is fixed to
be celebrated on the Sunday nearest to
Qctober 4, the day dedicated to St. Francis
of Assissi. The object of the promoters of
this World Day is to draw public attention
to the wrongs inflicted on animals and to
seek the speediest means of abolishing such
wrongs. - The day is not a sentimental
‘Kindness to Animals Day.’ It is con-
cerned with the implications arising out
of the principle that man is not an isolated
struggling unit, but part of a greater circle
of life, inseparably associated from the
highest to the lowest and responsible for
the guardianship of that part of life within
his power. If this be true, then kindness
to animals is not enough, justice fo animals
is a social necessity, and there must be
understanding of the life of animals and
peace and righteousness in our attitude
and conduct towards these other fellow-
creatures before we can enter into the new
world of our endeavours and our dreams.”

In the present scheme of humane educa-
tion, Mr. Dayaram suggests, it is very
important that students should from day
to day be made to feel that animals have
a right to expect kindness and justice, and
this could be encouraged by the teacher
taking every opportunity to stress the
point as forcibly as possible. Thus only
could we achieve the purpose of education,
which has been admirably defined by Dr.
Francis H. Rowley as  the reaction upon
the child’s life of the principles of justice and
compassion finding expression in thought
and action.”

There are several ways of making use of
the Animal Welfare Day for the benefit of
the children. A few are suggested :

Lessonsillustrating kindness toanimals
as exemplified in the life of Buddha and
other great Teachers and saints could be

taken up for teaching on the particular
Day.

Th_e various everyday callous ways of
treating animals which pass unnoticed by
the majority of people can be thought
out by the teacher and brought home
to the students in an effective manner.

The_ popular superstition that regards
meat in any form as necessary to life
may be. dis?.bused, as also the idea that
vivisection 1s necessary for the advance-

ment of science and the happiness of
mankind.

A thoughtful teacher may think of
many more ways of concentrating the
attention of the pupil on the animals and
their rightful place in the universe.

A prize may be announced for the best
essay on a pertinent subject,

More important than all this is the need
to impress upon the children that World
Animal Day is not merely composed of the
few hours spent in the school on that Day,
but that the significance of the Day should
permeate their lives the whole year round,

HELP FOR REFUGEES

Mr. D. Jeffrey Williams, International
Director of the Theosophical Order of
Service, wrote on August 18: “1 am
spending a holiday in Silesia, Poland, not
far from the Czech and German frontiers.
One is therefore very near one of the pos-
sible storm centres of Europe. The ugly
spirit of war is much in evidence every-
where, and the acknowledged and un-
acknowledged causes of war are sapping
the foundations of peace and security
everywhere. All people of goodwill must
needs work for righteousness and peace.

“During our stay we have been able to
help Austrian refugees—both among our
fellow-members and among friends and
acquaintances—to go over to England.”
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Theosophists and the World:

THE NEED OF A MORE SCIENTIFIC ATTITUDE

BY M. J. DE BOSCH KEMPER

Are Theosophists lacking in the scientific, critical sense? In urging
Theosophists to develop a more §c1entxﬁc attitude, the author suggests the
formation of Scientific Circles, which should study the world closely, logically,

and find solutions to existing problems.

Contending Forces
HE following reflections have been
aroused by the President’s questions
regarding the task of The Theosophical
Society. I have confined myself to points
arising with respect to the outer contact
which The Society and the members have
with the world.

Though The Theosophical Society stgnds
for ideas which may, in course of time,
change the world’s outlook radic_:a_lly, The
Society as such does not participate In
concrete actions and takes no sides. If,
in the opinion of a number of members,
something definite should be undertaken to

. exercise direct influence in any department

of the world’s affairs—to abolish war, to
promote better industrial, or 'somal, or
political relations or what you llke-jthose
members may set up or join a special ac-
tivity which may perhaps be backed or
stimulated by The Society, but in which
The Society as such cannot engage.

Now, if The Society is to influence the
world by those special ideas, it will have to
meet the world on mental grounds, and it
must be ready to trace broad lines between
which practical solutions can be drafied.

But first let us look at the world situa-
tion. The perpetual struggle between indi-
vidualism and collectivism appears to have
entered a stage which for a consn@erable
time to come may be decisive regard_mg the
trend of evolution—a stage at which the
antithesis between individualism and col-
lectivism must be resolved into harmony,
as far as our present stage of evolution
may allow.

Changing Ideas

On the other hand, there is noticeable a
gre}dual change in some of the world’s
guiding ideas since the latter part of the
nineteenth century, broadly speaking since
the foundation of The Theosophical Society.
Conceptions such as the unity of life, the
absoluteness of spirit, the relativity of the
phenomenal world, the immanence of God
in creation, are growing more and more
common among thoughtful people, and
though not yet generally. accepted, they
are no longer met with a shrug of the
shoulders or blankly condemned by the
churches. This is even the case with such
a specifically Theosophical conception as
Karma—the universal Law which knits
the whole Universe together by the ties of
cause and effect and makes the individual
feel his responsibility even for events in
the remotest parts of our globe and in a
far future.

Speciﬁca.lly occult phenomena we see
being slowly recognized by modern psy-
chology ; the new science of psychoanalysis
is already professing ideas which come
very near to Theosophy regarding Ego
and personality, and medical science ig
slowly—very slowly indeed—yielding to
conceptions which have always existed in
the Ancient Wisdom, but in our age of
materialism have temporarily been rele-
gated to the background.

1t is difficult to ascertain the exact shar,
of The Theosophical Society in all this. °
Theories and Utopias |

Yet, these ideas are far from finding
general application. On the one hand we

‘
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can distinguish the sphere of new ideas,
connected, in some way and speaking in
very general terms, with Theosophy ; on
the other hand the sphere of concrete reali-
ty with its largely materialistic lines of
thought ; and there is little contact. People
are talking of changing world relations—
political, social, economic —towards brother-
hood, but purely rationalistic and egoistic
viewpoints prevail in social and interna-
tional intercourse, in business, in the prac-
tice of government and legislation, and in
all other domains of private and public
life.

For the Sake of Theosophy

The first thing needed for practical work
is thorough knowledge of the domain in
which we have to work. Theosophy is
not a ready-made set of doctrines to which
nothing can be added, nor a set of incon-
testable facts needing no further verifica-
tion or explanation. Theosophy, we are
told, is philosophy, and religion, and science.
It contains, and reveals, great fundamental
laws for the understanding of the created
universe and its relation to the Uncreated
Source of its existence, which we can only
grasp with our intuition—if we can grasp
them, at all—though we can draw logical
conclusions from them. Theosophy gives
great experiences and shows the way to
them, experiences which are real only on
the highest levels of consciousness, though
they have a decisive effect on our outlook
on life and give a conclusive turn to our
conduct. '

But next to these, Theosophy describes
and classifies and correlates a multitude of
facts which, though mostly imperceptible
to our senses, must still be ascertainable
in some way or other if we may call them
at all true. In grasping the fundamental
laws and in making inferences from them,
and in achieving great religious experiences,
we need all our intuition. In ascertaining,
classifying and correlating facts, ordinary
and occult, we need all our power of
observation. And in these three domains
we need all our critical power and all our
sense of logic, in order not to be deluded.

For the Sake of the World

If Theosophy is to be of any value to the
world, it should be so represented as to be
acceptable to it. Now the world’s way of
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tackling problems, when it wants to do so
serlougly,.not emotionally, is the mental,
the scientific way, that is to say the way of
close observation, sound reasoning and re-
lentless scrutiny. If we want to convince
Fbe world,. we cannot merely refer to author-
ities, Besides being utterly untheosophical,
mere reference to authorities would not
work. We must be able to stand up for
our own assertions. The world will not ask
us: What authority told you so ? Because
it does not believe in our authorities. It
asks_: Have you seen with your own eyes
or, if not, have you at least seen simila1:
things so that you can use your own judg-
ment ? Or else, what sound reason have
you to believe in these things, what logical
foundation can you present for them ?

Practical Study

So, what is required of Theosophists who
have the necessary bent of mind is study
close, critical, logical study, not only of,
Theosophical facts and doctrines, but of
current views of the facts, circumstances
and relations, and of the problems existing
in what we please to call the outer world
which is the very world of our daily sur-’
roundings and in which we have to live out
our dharma.

Now there are certainly members in -

The Theosophical Society entitled to work
along these more or less scientific lines
while others have more aptitude for practi:
cal, and still others for occult work.

Scientific Circles

Two special organizations exist :
we have the E. S. for those whoag?:}? to
train earnestly for occult work, and the
Order of Service for practical work in the
world. A third nucleus is required for
members of specifically scientific mood
and aptitudes. 1 would suggest that those
who are qualified for real study might join
in a Scientific Circle, or what other pame
you might give it. The members thereof
need not all be scholars, but they ought to
possess the scientific disposition of mind
and a certain degree of special knowledge
in at least one line. The Circle could put
up with a minimum of organization: a
loose link, a periodical, correspondence
between some members, personal contact
at conventions and special gatherings,
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groups—national and perhaps in larger
towns.

It is very important that the Circle
should not be restricted to Theosophists,
but should also include persons of other
bents. It should consider any branch of
scientific work as its domain, though pref-
erence should be given to applied sciences,
and among these to the sciences dealing
with man in his manifold aspects. So, in
the foreground would stand biology, mgdi-
cine, psychology, sociology, economics,
politics, history . . . these being the sec-
tions which embrace the majority of the
problems now disturbing rpan}(md._ In
studying these subjects the Scientific Cl{cle
might entertain a relationship of some kind
with the Order of Service, where the results
should be brought into practice. The so-
called ‘‘exact” sciences, physics, astrono-
my, etc., should not be excluded, thqugh
the sciences first mentioned should be given

predominance.

The Circles at Work

Having thus described the character 'of
the Scientific Circle and mapped out its
working ground, we might now briefly
define its task. This would, of course,
first embrace the verification of Theosophi-
cal facts and theories by concrete, objective
evidence such as may be gathered from the
outer world—in so far as these facts and
theories are liable to such verification.

Further, it would be interesting to as-
certain what relationship there exists be-
tween the conceptions common 1n of’ﬁcr‘}l
science and those of Theosopby ; t}us
would be very instrumental to the drawing
together of Theosophical and current views.
Finally, we might mention the preparation
of Theosophical Congress, Conventions,

etc.

World Trends

Now, these activities would be beneﬁgal,
first to Theosophy and then to Theosophists,
but only rather indirectly to .the -world.
So the task of the Scientific Circle ghould
also include the study of all those sciences
mentioned in a former paragraph from the
point of view -of Theosophy as 2 g.reat.
working hypothesis. We might mention :

The Theosophical view on History, the
application of the notion of cyclical evolu-
tion (unconscious perfection—conscious im-
perfection—conscious perfection) as a work-
ing hypothesis, from which some under-
standing could be gained of what is hap-
pening in the world, the underlying trends
thereof, which might perhaps to a certain
degree allow extrapolation of the probable
tendencies over a near future, say a
century.

The Theosophical view of Economics,
the discovery of lines of evolution to-
wards a materially better world, which is
in the making if only we are careful not to
spoil things. We may further this evolu-
tion, not by setting up utopias, past or
future, but by making careful study of facts,
relations, trends, possibilities. We must
never forget that our economic system, de-
fective as it may seem, clumsily as it may
work, is still, on close observation,
ful network of relations, rath
than made, perhaps still largely ins
of unconsciousness, and painfui
gling towards a relative conscious perfection
through a stage of conscious imperfection
from which we are now suffering. The
stages of consciousness, perfect or imper-
fect, are those in which guidance by reason,
or by science, has to a degree replaced
mere instinctive action and the hard school
of experience. In this connection it is
important to notice how young this sciencs
of economics is (150-—200 years), and how
very recently it has begun to emerge from
the stage of a mere reasoning science to
something in the nature of an exact science
using measure and number.

I might easily continue. The reader may
extend the list according to his own choice
and bent. If the suggestion proves fruitful,
I hope that others will spin it out and con-
tribute to its practical realization.

Editorial Note:

Mr. De Bosch Kemper's suggestion as
to the formation of Scientific Circles might
be related to the splendid work which is
being done by the Theosophical Research
Centre, London, and its various groups—
Science, Medical, etc. A report of the
Centre’s work appeared in our September
issue.



geahe Adelaide Lodge of
fenitioned anonymously at the
Australian Convention in April was actually
bequeathed to the Lodge by the Hon.
William Benjamin Rounsevell. It matured
to the Lodge fifteen years after his death
through the passing of one of the annuitants.
The gift has enabled the Lodge to pay off
a mortgage on its building, and has * set
us free from countless troubles,” writes the
secretary, Mrs. Davies.

Mr. Rounsevell's brief career as a Theos-
ophist was as singular and intense as his
public life had been. He came to Theos-
ophy at the age of 74. His interest was
aroused by talks with Mr. (now the Rt.
Rev.) D. M. Tweedie, who sponsored him
as a member of The Theosophical Society
in 1916. Mr. Rounsevell was living in re-
tirement at Glenelg, a seaside place about
ten miles out of Adelaide, and from that
time the Glenelg Lodge met in his home,
he became its president, and so remained
until he passed over in 1923, aged 81.

In South Australian public life Mr.
Rounsevell figured prominently for half a
century. He entered Parliament in 1875,
and in the eighties and nineties was State
Treasurer in four different Ministries, and
Commissioner of Public Works in two
others, All these years he was interested
in stock-raising, and owned several cattle

enerous lLegacy

and sheep stations. At a later period he
was head of one of the largest warehouses
in Adelaide, and had interests in other
firms. I was on the Press at the time and
remember him as a flourishing man about
town—a striking figure, florid and burly,
invariably dressed in grey frock coat, with
grey silk hat tilted slightly backwards:
“ Big Ben,” he was known. His fondness
for sports, shooting, racing, etc., receded
as the years sped by, and he read deeply in
Theosophy, amazed at the illimitable ranges
of evolution which it opens up, and happy
to discuss it with his Theosophical friends.

One could hardly believe that he had
encountered Theosophy for the first time,
he read with such avidity and understand-
ing. It seemed as if, fundamentally philo-
sophical, he had spent over seventy years
discharging outer world karma before he
was able to take up again the Ancient
Wisdom.

In his will he wrote the following passage:

1 desire humbly to declare that I make
the foregoing gift to the Adelaide Theo-
sophical Society in testimony of my fervent
faith in the Teachings and Aims of Theos-
ophy and my devout belief that its Teach-
ings, Principles and System will make for
the uplifting and betterment of Humanity
and to that end I earnestly wish to help in
the future work of the Society.”—].L.D.

Wanted—More Books!

E are making great efforts to improve

the much neglected Western sec-

tion of the Adyar Library, and are in urgent
need of a large number of books to bring it
up todate. Appended is the first statement
of a preliminary list compiled by the Libra-
rian. The President will be much obliged if
any member is willing to send us one or
another of these books, which may be ad-
dressed to the Librarian. It does not
matter if there are duplications, for good
books can always be put to good use. We
shall also be glad to receive any other
books of outstanding importance in any
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language as the Library must maintain its
international character.

Those who have nat had the privilege
of being at Adyar have hardly any con-
ception of the value of our -Library. Our
residents and our transient guests of course
may use it for its general cultural purpose,
but it is of special assistance in helping
our writers and staff in the preparation of
the new books which our Publishing House
is constantly issuing. So any friends who
may supply us with books can well feel
that they are rendering a very real service
to our Cause.

9. fo-te
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E. G. Howe:
G. Geley:

T. Fukurai :

Sir Oliver Lodge:

V. G, Child :
Sir A. Keith:

H. E. Forrest :
J. MacMurray :
Claude Bragdon:

(Ed.) F. Mason :
J. Y. Simpson :

A. S. Eddington :

J. Tutin:
D. Fisk:

Sir J. Jeans:

Sir F. Younghus-
band:

WANTED—MORE BOOKS! 279
LIST OF BOOKS

Morality and Reality ;

Clairvoyance and
Materialization ;

Clairvoyance and
Thoughtography ;

Conviction of Survival;

New Light on the Most
Ancient East;

New Discoveries relat-
ing to the Antiquity
of Man ;

The Atlantean Conti-
nent ;

Freedom in the Modern
World :

The New Image ; New
Lamps for Old ;

The Great Design ;

The Garment of the
Living God ;

Science and the Unseen
World; Space, Time
and Gravitation ; The
Mathematical Theory
of Relativity; The
Internal Constitution
of the Stars; Stellar
Movements and the
Structure of the Uni-
verse; Relativity
Theory of Gravita-
tion ; Rotation of the
Galaxy ;

The Atom

Exploring the Upper
Atmosphere; .

New Background of
Science; The Uni-
verse around Us; As-
tronomy and Cos-
mogony ; Eos and the
Wonder Aspects of
Cosmogony; Nebu-
lar Hypothesis and
Modern Cosmogony ;
Problems of Cosmo-
gony and Stellar dy-
namics; Starsin their
Courses ; Mathemati-
cal Theory of Electri-
city and Magnetism ;

The Living Universe ;

Sir W. Bragg:  The Universe of Light ;
M. Maeterlinck: The Supreme Law ;-

Ivan Cooke : Thy Kingdom Come ;
W. R. Inge: God and the Astrono-
mers
C. A. F. Rhys Old Creeds and New
Davids : Needs ; ‘
R. Rolland : Prophets of New India ;
Sir S. Radha- East and West in Re-
krishnan : ligion ;
Henry Wallace : Statesmanship and Re-
ligion ;

Alan W. Shorter : Introduction to Egyp-
tian Religion ;

Rabbi Morris Thus Religion Grows ;

Goldstein : The Story of Juda-
ism
Jas Darmesteter ; The Zend Avesta (2
Vols.) ;
A. K. Coomara- A New Approach to
swamy : the Vedas;
Richard Payne Two Essays on the
Knight : Worship of Priapus

(Etruscan) ;
Researches in Mani-
cheism ;
L. Wyatt Lang : Christ’s Psychology of
the Kingdom ;
J. Weiss : History of Primitive
Christianity ;
A. W, Shorter: The Egyptian Gods ;
G.vander Leeuw: Religion in its Essence
and Manifestation ;
F. Hugh Capron : The Highway to Heaven
and Byway to No-

A. V. Jackson:

where ;
H. P. Cooke : Osiris, A Study in
Myths, Mysteries and

Religions ;
T. G. Masaryk: Modern Man and Re-

ligion ;
Ernest Thompson The Gospel of the Red-
Seton : mar ;

J.F.C, Fuller: The Secret Wisdom of
the Quabbalakh ;
(Ed)G. T.
Ge}rrat : The Legacy of India;
Lewis Spence:  The Gods of Mexico ;

G.A. Wainwright: The Sky-Religion in
. Bgypt ;
E. Gall:

Mysticism  thyough,
the Ages.” ghout
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Touring with the Adyar Film

. Mr. and Mrs, John Coats are spending
the greater part of the winter touring the
English Lodges ﬂ;ﬂ;@%rpewery beautiful
colour-films of Adyar and an exhibition of
Indian handicraft. In October they will
be in the Eastern I'ederation, in November
in the north-western. Early in the'new
year they hope_.to tour thg‘Midlands and
Ve .

L
ey .

the North, and visit the Southern Federa-
tion after that. The General Secretary
generously commends the films; they re-
ally are the best so far made, and they are
fulfilling the President’s idea, suggested in
his Seven Year Plan, of an Adyar film
which could be sent round the world to
help to keep members everywhere in closer
touch with Adyar.
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MEMBER writes : This
Congress was the result f’

of much planning and had twice &
to be postponed, once owing to B

to be in Europe last year, and
again for other reasons. The )
wisdom which even though unseen guides
our Society was manifest in that this
year when we did meet it was at a
moment in European history when the
influences which such a Congress dis-
tributes were exceptionally needed in
the Balkan States.

The four Balkan countries, Yugo-
slavia, Rumania, Bulgaria and Greece,
were our hasts, and there was a Balkan

Da» " ~ from the represen-

T es, followed

' L N each country.
QM ™ 2\ /N'Z/:T cast.

s well report-
(NP 2. \o»l): rere honoured

resentative of
;;h\ l?’& \Q’Lf  at the opening
meetr.. . S -

the inability of the President ‘?/a,o"'

%, The question of language

was a curious one to meet, for
while the official language was
Enpglish, as usual, it was ex-
pected that the second language
would be German, and prepara-
tions were made to translate
the lectures into this language. It was
found that Croatian was more needed,
however, and notices were given out in
three languages, while translations were
made in Croatian only.

W

3
N
&

Forging Closer Links

Twenty-two countries were represent-
ed, and of these twelve by their General
Secretaries. At the meetings of - the
Federdtion Council which was held at
nine o'clock almost every morning, many
important points were discussed, particu-
larly the future development of the work
in Europe. All present agreed that it
was of the utmost importance at the
present time that closer links should be
maintained with all Sections in Europe,
and a scheme to enable international, |.
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lecturers to visit the more distant Sections
was proposed and will be put into action
this winter. .

Again, languages proved a problem.
Lecturers speaking German were wanted
in Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Hun-
gary, while those speaking French were
desired for Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria
and Hungary also. The Scandinavian
countries prefer English as a second lan-
guage, as it is now taught in most schools.
Of course a lecturer can always be trans-
lated sentence by sentence, and this can be
most effective.

This method was employed for the Presi-
dent’s two lectures on ““ Symbolic Yoga
at Zagreb, and the magnificent material
which is embodied in these talks lost noth-
ing in the pithy, vigorous sentences which
Dr. Arundale flung out for translation.
The audiences were deeply impressed by
these, as by his other talks, and his pres-
ence in Eastern Europe did much to
strengthen the work there.

A list of lectures given conveys no
atmosphere. There were discussions in
which many of our well known members
took part, talks by Mite. Brisy on work for
prisoners, on psychology by Dr. Bendit,
and on the normal evolution of psychic
faculty by Miss Payne. The President
%nd Mrs. Arundale gave the public a
“ double bill ” on Sunday evening, the
President speaking on “ The Fundamentals
of Theosophy,” and Mrs. Arundale on ** The
Soul of India.” There were excursions,

“Be Very Confident

NOVEMBER

music, a film of Adyar which was much
appreciated, and an At Home by a hos-
pitable member to the General Secretaries
and officials, when we were permitted to
see the inside of a lovely Yugoslavian
home. And there was the colour and beauty
of the country around, the peasants in their
embroidered costumes, the market-place all
vivid with beautiful dresses. One tiny flow-
er-seller dressed all in faded pink was irre-
pressible. Holding up her sweet-scented
wild cyclamen appealingly, she would run
along beside you until you feared that she
would be run over in the street.

The Unity of Our Movement

The work of such Congresses does not
lie in the formal meetings, but in the life
released by a gathering of brothers of all
nations united in their adherence to the
fundamental unity of all mankind, and to
the pursuit of Truth, no matter what forms
may obscure its manifestation. Germany
and Italy took part with us, in the persons
of their representatives, Poland and France,
Rumania and Hungary, political opponents,
age-old friends and enemies—in the unity
of our Movement their differences became
unimportant compared with the basic unity
that is the root-life of all mankind. In
spite of war tension all around, as the
days passed the atmosphere of peace and
serenity became established amongst us.
We lived at a high level of joyous comrade-
ship, and were dismissed on the final night
with a great blessing.

As To The Future”

THE PRESIDENT'S CLOSING MESSAGE

DR. ARUNDALE closed the meetings
as follows :

We close this Congress from the stand-
point of form, but not from the standpoint
of life. Every General Secretary goes back
stirred and stimulated from having been
here at Zagreb. I can say the same. 1
have felt the strength of Theosophy in
this part of the country as I have not felt

it before,
Jw

B i TN g -2, To- i

There are twelve General Secretaries here
and twenty-two countries represented-—a
wonderful sight.

We have had a great Congress, one of
the finest we have had in Europe, a happy
Congress. Our mutual friendship is
stronger than before, a mutual blessing
has come to all of us. L.ook forward to
the future with optimism. I know how
dark the situation looks.

One reads the

R
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newspapers and wonders when war will
begin again. But in spite of all this we
can be very confident. Each one here is
a stalwart worker, his link with the Foun-
ders of our Society is strong. Their bless-
ing is with each one. By our presence
here we have released force which They
can use and multiply, 1 do not exaggerate
when 1 say the Elder Brethren are grateful
to us—very grateful for our help in Their
stupendous responsibilities.

Work for peace and friendship in Europe.
Yugoslavia should move forward rapidly
under the inspiration of this Congress, and
those who live cutside her frontiers have
been drawn npearer to her and to these
Balkan countries.

We feel more close to each other be-
cause of this Congress. 1 feel I can help
better than before. Each General Secretary
feels nearer to all Sections in this part of
Europe. The ties of friendship are now
close between us all.

We shall not be able for some time to
meet as we have met here, but in the Inner
Worlds our strength has become greater
because of our contacts here.

Because of this Congress we have halted
the nearer approach of war. Europe is
safer for peace because of this Congress—
a beautiful thought to take away. Be very
confident as to the future.

Do your Theosophical duty as best you
can. Do not mind whether you succeed
or fail. Give your best and you have won

a victo

least you have beemsizéere,
eager, an i i

tha-t—-r%s d
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Have no anxiety about all the difficulties
that assail us. The Theosophical Society
is safe foreverfeven though here and there
temporarily it may seem to suffer defeat.
There may be a Section closed here, a
Section less there, but the river of Theos-
ophy flows ever onwards.

* * *

The Masters are still the guides and
directors of The Theosophical Society as
ever They were in the past. It is in these
days our duty to speak of Them less, to
refer less to Their intimate relation to The
Society, yet we know Them, we meet
Them when They summon us. The only
desire we have is to do Their will. I have
no value in The Society save as I strive
to do Their will. Think of Them more
often. Wonder more often what They
would like you to do. They are nearer to
each one of you even than the nearest of
your families. But you must seek Their
help for the world. Shoulder your own
personal burden by yourselves. When you
want to help others, then you have the
right to ask Them for Their help.

I close the form of this Cangress, but I
see that its life will vivify each one of us.
As each one of us goes home, may Their
blessing be with you, and may you deserve
that blessing by sharing with others that
which through this Congress is more
abundantly yours.

¥

Hail, The President!

DYAR will give an enthusiastic and
- hearty welcome to the President and
Shrimati Rukmini Devi on November 14th,
the day of their arrival home. For Adyar
is “home” to every President, to other
workers who are fortunate enough to live
here, and to many others who physically
reside in other parts of the world, but
whose hearts are in Adyar and all that it
represents in the Great Work,
The incoming party number eight, as
A dha mertnte © 7 ifference being

that instead of Mr. and Mrs, Coats, two
others are coming to Adyar, namely, Mrs.
Neata Gray, who is no stranger to Adyar,
but has helped the work in numerous ways ;
also Mr. N. Subramania Sastry, who is
returning with Shrimati Rukmini Devi, his
sister, after spending some years in the
U. S. A, studying radio engineering. Among
the President's party will be also Miss
Norma Makey, Miss Hunt, Mr. van de
Poll and Mr. K. Sankara Menon.

o
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56.5taying longer.

England

Mrs. Adelaide Gardner heads the English
group. She will turn her splendid literary
gifts to full account in preparing study
courses which will circulate from Adyar to
all the Sections. Other English visitors
are Mr. T. F. Lavender, and Mrs. E.
Marion Lavender, M.A., who has greatly
helped Mrs. Gardner in the last two years
as press agent for the English Section;
Mrs. Lavender is also an expert in organiz-
ing Study Week-Ends and Summer Schools,
and she is a very capable and acceptable
lecturer. Mrs. Francisca J. W, Halsey is
also due in a few days ; she will be residing
at Adyar for six months.

Australia

Australia is represented by two visiting
members: Miss Clare Tracey, a staunch
and competent worker in the Perth Lodge,
West Australia, of which she has been
president. Miss Tracey is a good corres-
pondent and has frequently had articles
and letters published in the Perth press.
Mrs. N. B. Fortune is travelling with Miss
Tracey.

South Africa

From South Africa come Dr. and Mrs.
St. Leger. They are due early in Decem-
ber. Mrs. St. Leger is an experienced
worker and Dr. St. Leger has recently
joined. They have both generously sup-
ported Miss Codd's campaign work in
South Africa, and will be heartily welcome.

Netherlands

The largest contingent is expected from
Holland, Among these are Madame Mary
van Eeghen-Boissevain, acting head of the
Huizen Centre. She has been very gener-

ous with her help and guidance, and it
would be difficult to imagine how the Centre
could have carried on without her personal
aid and sacrifice. She will be accompanied
by Mrs. Wittop Koning.

Other Dutch friends due to arrive are :
Mr. Gerrit Munnik, who has successfully
managed Vasanta House, Huizen, and is
an active worker in the Youth movement
—he is an artist by profession, and is very
greatly interested in the theatre. He is
travelling with Mrs. Ribbe, formerly head
of the Round Table in the Netherlands.
Also Mrs. A. L. Addens and Mrs. M.A.
Spruitenburg-Dwars.

During Convention time only we shall
have the pleasure of welcoming Mr. J. J.
Poortman of Amsterdam. He is on the
Section staff, keeper of the Archives and
Joint Editor of Theosofia. The Adyar
Library already possesses a copy of his
biographical index of the principal contents
of Theosophical periodicals going back
over a number of years—a most valuable
work of reference. Mr. Poortman is also
interested in psychical research and holds
office in the Netherlands S.P.R., both as
Treasurer and as Joint Editor of its
official journal. He is constantly writing
scholarly articles on philosophical and
psychological subjects.

America

Another incoming highly trained worker
is Miss Anita Henkel direct from Olcott
—she is joining the Headquarters staff
for a time. Her work in the American
Section as National Field Represen-
tative in recent months has been greatly
praised by Mr. Cook, the National Presi-
dent. Miss Henkel has a fine record of
service in Theosophical work and in child
health education and protection on national
lines. Some years ago by invitation of
President Hoover she did a vast amount of
useful work in this field.

-T.P.H, calling : Have you placed your order for * The Secret Doctrine,”
Adyar Edition ?
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Supplement to *“ The Theosophical World” for November 1938.

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
BENARES 1938

As the President announced last year at
Adyar, the Sixty-third International Con-
vention of The Theosophical Society will
be held at Benares during the Christmas
vacation. A draft programme of the
engagements is printed below with an
Official Notice as regards registration, etc.
The Convention is an annual event, which
every member always looks forward to,
and many non-members also join us, with
previous permission. The value of such a
gathering, where people meet not so much
to discuss philosophical problems as to live
awhile in peace and harmony, is too well
known to need repetition. As our Bro.
C. Jinarajadasa put it once, * We come
here to discover the Wisdom that we are.”
I do hope that every one who can come
will try to do so, and help us in making of
it a grand success.

But please do not forget to give us early
intimation of your requirements. We shall
try to arrange for everything you want, if
we know what exactly it is, before 1st
December at the latest. No accommoda-
tion or furniture can be guaranteed to those
whose letters do not reach Benares by that
date.

Remember the Benares cold, which is
likely to be more severe this year, as this
year the skies have been leaking all the time,
and Lord Indra may take it into His head
to try our patience during this gathering,
as He sometimes has done. We shall try
to make everyone as comfortable as is
possible, but personally I like the motto:
“ Hope for the best, but be prepared for
the worst.” Your hope depends entirely
on timely intimation. Do make up your
mind and write early.

G. N. GOKHALE,
General Secretary.

DRAFT PROGRAMME

Draft programme of the Sixty-third
Convention of The Theosophical Society
to be held at Benares from 26 December
1938 (subject to alteration) :

DAILY ENGAGEMENTS

6.45 a.m. Bharat Samaj Puja—every

day from 26th Dec.

8.00 a.m. Common Prayers of the Relig-

ions—every day from 26th Dec.
11.0 a.m. Meals every day—from 25th
Dec. to 1st January.

3.30 p.m. Tea every day.

6.30 p.m. Dinner every day—from 25th
Dec. to 1st January.

7.30 p.m. Entertainments—27th, 28th,
29th Dec.

CONVENTION OF THE THEOSOPH-

ICAL SOCIETY

2.30 p.m. on 26th Dec.—OPENING OF
CONVENTION.

4.30 p.m. on 26th Dec.—FIRST CON-
VENTION ADDRESS.

4.30 p.m. on 27th Dec.—SECOND CoON-
VENTION ADDRESS.

8.30 a.m. on 28th Dec.—INDIAN Skc-
TION LECTURE.

4.30 p.m. on 28th Dec.—THIRD CON-
VENTION ADDRESS.

4.30 p.m. on 29th Dec.—FOURTH CON-
VENTION ADDRESS.

8.30 a.m. 30th Dec.—CLOSING OF THE
CONVENTION.

CONVENTION OF THE INDIAN SEC-
TION

1.00 p.m. on 26th Dec. Indian Section—
Old Council.

2.00 p.m. 27th Dec. Indian Section Con-
vention, nomination for New Council
— Voting papers will be issued by even-
ing.

12 noon on 28th Dec.—Voting papers to
be returned.

1.00 pm. 29th Dec.—Indian Section
—New Council. )

2.30 p.m. 29th Dec.—Closing of Indian
Section Convention.
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YOUNG THEOSOPHISTS
9.30 a.m. on 26th Dec.—Convention.
9.45 a.m. on 28th Dec.— Meeting.
9.30 a.m. on 30th Dec.—Meeting.
Meetings of the Round Table, League of
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Parents and Teachers, Bharat Samaj, etc.,
will be arranged ; the Secretaries of these
various movements should kindly write in
and state what time suits them best. We
shall try to fit in.

INFORMATION FOR DELEGATES

SIXTY-THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE THEO-
SOPHICAL SOCIETY TO BE HELD AT BENARES
DECEMBER 1938

If intending Delegates will kindly read
the following carefully and keep it in
mind, they will help us greatly:

1. If you have not registered or given
intimation about the accommodation, etc.,
you require, please write at once, in any
case before the end of November. Letters
received after 1st of December will be
considered only after all those who have
written earlier are provided for.

2. Delegates will be received not earlier
thaq the 25th, i.e., the day before the
official opening, and arrangements for ac-
commodation and food will hold good from
25th to 31st inclusive.

3. Delegates should arrive at the
Bengres Cantonment station and will be
received at that station only. Previous
intimation should be given.

4. All Members of The Theosophical
Society in good standing are eligible to be
delegates, and should register their names
on payment of the required fee before 1st
December. No accommodation can be
guaranteed for those who fail to register
by that date.

5. Number of cots, chairs and chowkis
also should be mentioned. Furniture can-
not be guaranteed unless intimation is
given in advance.

6. Non-Members can join with pre-
vious permission on payment of Rs.3 as
registration fee. Every effort will be made
to accommodate such non-members, if they
register before 1st December, and subject
to the requirements of members.

7. The fees and charges are :

Registration for Delegates. Rs, 2 each
For Non-Members with pre-
vious permission e 4 3

Bonafide members of Youth

Lodges ... Re.l
General accommodation in

addition to registration... Rs. 2
Special accommodation per

room ve oy, 7to12
Cot ... Rs.2-8
Chair ... Re.0-8
Chowki AU |
Garage ... Rs.5
Kitchen for families e 9 3

8. Meals: Single meal Indian, six
annas; For all the five days 26th to 30th
inclusive ten meals Indian, Rs. 3; Five
meals European style, Rs. 3 per day.

There will be a separate Refreshment
Stall, and those delegates who feel that
they can make arrangements for meals
outside the Compound at lower rates, are
welcome to do so.

9. No accommodation can be guar-
anteed to those who do not register and
pay for the accommodation before 1st
December, and no food can be guaranteed
to those who do not purchase their food
tickets the previous day or in the morning
for the evening meal.

10. All intending delegates are reminded
that Benares is apt to be very cold during
Christmas, and that they should bring
plenty of warm clothing, and preferably
mosquito-nets, towels, soap, drinking ves-
sels, and a torch.

11. All delegates on arrival should get
from the Inquiry Office their badges and
copies of programmes as well as detailed
instructions.

G. N. GOKHALE,
General Secretary,

“Work All The Time—Even

Overtime !

[Notes of Dr. Arundale’s Talk to Members at Victoria Hall, London,
September 25, 1938.]

O you realize what you are here for ?
Whatever your “ views " on the pres-
ent situation in Europe, you are here to
help the Inner Government of the world
to bring the world to its destiny
which is Perfection.

If we have the experience, the feelings,
and the will, in addition to an intellectual
appreciation of Theosophy, there is nothing
to disturb us, we shall not go about futilely
wondering what is going to happen.

So we are here to help the Inner Govern-
ment, not by expressing our views, our
own particular panaceas, but by submitting
our will to Theirs with reverence. We
must have a sense of our dignity as Theos-
ophists, of our power“and capacity for
leadership. Donot say:" WhatcanIdo?”
Even if you are limited, in capacity, or in
anything else, even if so restricted that you
~annot move from your room, you can still
relp . . . The Heaven of the Elder Brethren
iraws very close to earth at such times as
these. If only we will be Theosophists, we
-an come close to Them . . . we must carry
»n “business as usual, but must let all
petty differences drop.”

Theosophy in Terms of Will

This is a time when Theosophy must be
sxpressed in terms of will more than in any
sther way. Never forget that the Elder
Brethren have the situation completely in
jand . . . But this does not mean that we
san sit idle—They want our capacity and
inderstanding. We are now being weighed
n the balance. The Dark Forces have
inder their control elements which are
naking for destruction . . . It is not the
jeoples whom they inspire, but govern-
nents.

This is not the time for us to waste on
weighing opposing claims, whether this or

that ought to be done—there is no need to
express our intentions in speech, What is
needed is to submit ourselves in a spirit of
courage and peace. The more of us who
are with the Law, the more will Their
Kingdom prevail. We need not waste
time with our futilities.

Magna est Veritas (Voluntas) et pre-
valebit—not necessarily in terms of any
particular panacea such as you * know
would stop all war.” T am working harder,
I think, than ever before—of course night
and day—trying to bring down the Will—
I (in my personality) will not allow war.
But Their will is greater than mine, and
what They decide must be, will be . . . If
we need war, let us have war.

It is especially important that Theos-
ophists the world over should work all the
time, even overtime . . . We ought to be
tired out at the end of this crisis . .
because we have not learnt to work in the
best way. May the stream of Their power
ﬂovy through us . . . This is not a negative
policy . . . We must constantly be sending
out Will to stir all around us to righteous-
ness and clarity of thought.

Be Dynamic!

We are the leaders of the world—in
process of construction, should I add ?
Perhaps mainly scaffolding at present, but
the foundations are well and truly laid.
We have served the Elder Brethren in past
lives, so opportunity now comes to us to
serve Them in what is probably the most
difficult, as well as the most glorious time,

Experience your Theosophy as never be-
fore. Put science into your will. Suppose
you have some power of functioning on
high lgve]s, it may be the mental or the
buddhic, make the essence of those planes
vital. Cause the Light to shine, We could
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do a great deal more with i
the
we do at present. mind than

In Engla}nd, for instance, there is just
now a certain emotional and mental at{itude
Clarify it. Move about as kings. With
such ideas as reincarnation and karma, yo
should be' able to throw light, to lin,kyuu
the world in such conceptions. if we mzallp
kngw Theosophy, we should be able to say
yvhlther country after country is directiny
its course. Utter impartiality is needed~g

the will to b ] 'S wi
P e wise. He who is wise has

Try to see what is the b i
uddhi of Ger-
many, of Italy. [f you know somethitra)rg

about the inner Iif
serve it. ite of a country, you can
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Some have allowed themselves to come
within the grip of the dark powers. They
do not need our condemnation . . . The
only way we can help them is by at least
being friendly personally, although opposing
their work. If you have to oppose them,
yet you must never lose your friendliness

to all beings. Some of us are so self-right-
eous,

Tl}ls is no time for sitting in our Theo-
sophical armchairs—we must get away
from the Theosophy we have known to @
fuller Theosophy waiting round the corner.
Our Theosophy must be dynamic. oo
It must be expressed day and night. And
remember it is much cheaper travelling by
night on the astral plane.

Life At

IVING here qu;j i
quietly at H
L some weeks, it has been pc:lslszi?)r;e f?cl;

understand and g, i

Ppreciate the wo
g?tre and the workers, It isrl:\of e
N} erent Centre from either Adyar or ",I?lrxy
) an_oni. It has its own distinctive note it:
pecial rhyghm, Its mode of being "The

inarily peaceful ;
e atmosphere, a

. ‘ ; there i
in the air as of nature anci the Ax:;ef: sone

Like Adyar, Huiz
lizen has now its G
gﬁ gzxzzr;el;ri??ﬁ r"i° whigh are burieda:)ielg
resident- M. i
?hd;mbly consecrated spot, for i(:tl;:;;s ll)::s
at the lovely C apel was buijlt that wa:

clings ar, ;dthlf byl
: ound,.
top is kept clear. It stil] radiates magngtti:rl:le

tIx?eetshe Garden are flower beds, and young

wher:a a;;:g ;:l: grey gbranite over the place
€8 are buried is in the m;j

:;: :ma}l lawn. This seems to beeo‘::;d:;

pecial places of the Centre, where

oné is most i its i
one i easily able to contact its influ-

In the Church at Besant Hall, where a

service is held every morning, there is a

Huizen

beautiful altar to Our Lady. It hasa sweet
and potent influence. In this Centre the
work of Our Lady is recognized, and un-
derstood. One senses the joy at the heart
of sorrow—the Rose in the Cross is re:
vealed. Something of the tenderness O
this is woven into the life of the Centre.
It is ineffaceable. There are those here 1}
whom this influence is especially radiant.

In front of Vasanta House, which is
picturesque in its mantle of ivy, there 15 &
large and well kept garden where lawns
run down to lower lawns in the fashion O
terraces, in a long sweep to the end of the
garden. There is, just now, a lovely patc
of rich red colour at the end. In the
middle is a small lotus pond. One is most
happy to be in this place, and feel its
charm.

The people here are devoted, and one
has much admiration for their steady
service; it is so constant, and many I
sacrifices have been made. Five at least
of those who work and live in this Centre
are planning to come this winter to Adyars
one of these is its leader and co-founder,
Mrs. Mary van Eeghen. Adyar will have
a real welcome for them.—E. HUNT.

Celebrating
REJOICING

DAY of great rejoicing at Adyar is the

1st of October. Yearsroll on,and the

Day brings with it ever fresh and fragrant

memories of the one who, for over a quarter

of a century, not only gave unreservedly of

her very life to the cause of Theosophy,

but also with unparalleled devotion and

heroism lighted for the world the unerring
pathway to life eternal.

Resident members and visitors gathered
in large numbers in the morning to offer
loving and grateful tribute to the President-
Mother. On the platform in the Great Hall
various pictures of Dr. Besant were dis-
played, beautifully decorated with flowers.

Dr. Srinivasa Murti, Deputy of the Presi-
dent, leading the celebrations by chanting
Sanskrit verses specially composed for the
occasion, said :

First we will invoke her presence, and
through the invocation make those pic-
tures living. We have requested vari-
ous people to read from her writings,
so that, as far as possible, those living
pictures of years ago may speak to us
through the ones whoread. Finally we
will close with a Mangalam (auspici-
ous chanting) and offering of Aowers.

The Deputy-President himself followed
his invocation by quoting the verses from
Gerald Massey’s My Lyrical Life, pub-
lished in 1889 concerning Dr. Besant :

" “ You have soul enough for seven,
Life enough the earth to leaven;
Love enough to create heaven.”

Then followed magnificent passages by
Dr. Besant read by Rao Saheb G. Subbiah
Chetty on her three great laws:

Thought builds character,
Desire brings opportunity,
Action makes environment ;

By Mr. Sitarama Shastri, a passage onr
Inspiration from Avataras;

By Miss Helen Veale, the famous pas-
sage on Liberty in The Changing World,

Dr. Besant

AT ADYAR

where the author states that self-control i:
the foundation on which alone freedon
can be built—" Political freedom is the
result of the freedom of the individua
and not the outcome of the warring passion:
of men”;

By Mr. M. Krishnan, her splendid ex
hortation from Wake Up, India, to fre:
the outcastes from their degradation ;

By Mrs. D. R. Dinshaw, from A Guid:
to Adyar, Dr., B‘esant’s love for Adyar anc
her own room—* the most homely place tc
me on earth ” ;

By Mr. N. Sri Ram, from Spirituai
Life for the Man of the World, her beauti
ful imagery of the hidden Self within the
marble block which the Divine Sculpto
releases ;

By Miss E. M. Amery, from Dr.
Besant’s Autobiography, a few glorious
passages revealing the ideals which were
her life’s inspiration.

In a historical review of Theosophy ir
the world fifty years ago, Mr. A. J. Hamer-
ster read several tributes paid by H. P.
Blaxatsky to Dr. Besant, describing he:
as = my right hand,” and naming her as
her successor.

Dr. Srinivasa Murti, terminating the
meeting, said : '

*“1 will close with that greatest of com.-
pliments paid by the seer H.P.B. to Dr.
'Besa.nt, and given us by Mr. Jinarajadasa

She is the One and the only One.'

On behalf of the Vasanta Youth Lodge,
Adyar, Mr. Conrad Woldringh announced
the installation of the Besant Cup, open
to competition in a football tournament
for Madras teams. The Cup is intended
to promote right sportsmanship among
youths of every class.

Children from the Besant Memorial
Olcott 'Memorial Schools then walkedm;ﬂ
procession to the Garden of Remembrance
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where rest the ashes of Dr. Besant, and
offered the loving homage of youth to a
hero and benefactor.

During the morning congregational wor-
ship was held at the Hindy Temple when
consecrated food was distributed to large

numbers of people—residents and workers
on the estate.

_ Ihe Headquarters buildings were flood-
lit in the.evening~a Very imposing spec-
tacle, specially from the Elphinstone Bridge
over the Adyar river, the large Symbol
of The Society mounted over the roof of

the President’s rooms gleami 1
i eam
the indigo night, € Ing against

“DARLING DAUGHTER OF
INDIA

The Young M
founded in the City of Madras by Dr. Bes-

tOct}c:ber. Several public men paid tributes
O her great services for India’s renais-
sance, particularly its political advancement

Presiding over the cel i
€ ebrations, the
gon. Mr. B. ngbamurthy, Speaker of
t ¢ Madras Legislative Assembly, charac.-
terxz;ad Dr. Besant as the * darling daugh-
er of Bharatarrgata(Mother India),in whose
service she dedicated her whole life.”

Some o{hers referred to her as a true
arma yogin, a living commentary on the
teachings of the Upanishads, My Mar-
thanflam Pillai said that most I.ndians
consider her as ap avatar, born to lift

Ind; : )
nl :x. from the depths into which she had

e He praised
: induism, sayin,
shp was essentially a fighter, but shé fough%
without vindictiveness, She stood for non-
;;c;‘liex;:,o 1c;.\rdetx;ly constitutional progress, and
e attention to the righteousness of
the methods thap to speediness of results,
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For forty years she served India with pas-
sionate zeal, and her life was a great Yagna
(sacrifice) in India’s cause.

Mr. Sri Ram, our Treasurer at Headquar-
ters, who was Dr. Besant's private secretary
and collaborated with her in her political
work, affirmed that Dr. Besant evoked
intense loyalty and admiration from those
who came into contact with her. She was
the foremost example of the wisdom she
preached, and time had vindicated her
principles, as the Indian National Cong:
ress was doing today what she preached
years ago.

A SHRINE OF GREATNESS

During the commemoration of the pas-
sing of Dr. Besant, held at Adyar o
September 20, a batch of more than sixty
boys and girls visited the rooms she uSe
to occupy on the first floor of the Presi
dent’s house. The young people were al
pupils of the Besant Memorial Schools
which Dr. Arundale founded in ful,‘ﬁlm.ent
of her expressed wish to foster an institu-
tion in the proximity of Adyar for training
India’s future citizens according to India’s
best traditions.

The children seemed highly .inte“’.sted-_
and reverent—on beholding various pictures
of Dr. Besant in the President’s room.

Sitting cross-legged on the floor, they
listened admiringly to Mrs. Petersons
piano playing of “A Yoga in Sound,
which the President composed and has
been using throughout his recent tour as
a prelude to his lectures on ‘* Symbolic
Yoga."”

Earlier in the day, the children marched
to the Garden of Remembrance, and offer
in song and flowers their tribute pf lovz
and gratitude to the memory of their gred
benefactor.

The young people were greatly pleaie_d
to have made such a pilgrimage on thxs
memorable day—a departure from t ?
usual celebrations—to the shrine of one 0
the greatest of the world’s heroes.

Our World News Service

THE PRESIDENT

FTER Zagreb, Dr. Arundale crossed
straight over to London, and after
negotiating business in the City, went down
to the beautiful home of Mr.and Mrs. Coats
at Milverton, Somerset. There he wrote
the * Watch-Tower " notes appearing in
the November Theosophist, reviewing the
whole of his 1938 tour. This was the first
time he had touched his typewriter after
six months—since he left Adyar.

Dr. Arundale addressed the London mem-
bers on September 25th for the last time
before leaving England. The meeting was
held in the Victoria Hall, Bloomsbury
Square. Then he left, accompanied by
Shrimati Rukmini Devi for the Huizen
Centre, where he conducted a gathering of
workers from September 28 to October 4.
After a brief relaxation in Switzerland, he
proposed to embark on the P. & O. liner
Strathaird at Marseilles on October 27 for
Bombay, reaching Adyar on November 14.

BENARES CONVENTION

Immediately on the President’s arrival,
he will devote time to the Benares Conven-
tion programme, and other matters await-
ing his attention. The draft programme
is published 'as a supplement to this issue.
There promises to be a larger gathering
than usual, and if everybody attending
sounds the note of happiness, Convention
will be a wonderful success.

AN INDIAN RESTAURANT
IN LONDON

Some of our London friends have dis-
covered an Indian restaurant which supplies
the best Indian food in all London. It is

the Delhi, some way down Tottenham
Court Road (No. 117), just about opposite
the new Paramount Cinema. The nearest
station is Warren Street (one minute).
The interior and the exterior of the Delhi
are plain and unassuming, and the entire
restaurant is quiet and almost strict in its
air of simplicity. But over all is the faint
intangible aroma of curry. Service is
quiet and competent.

The proprietor, Mr. Kunning, is Anglo-
Indian, friendly and distinguished; a re-
tired Indian Civil Servant who can put
M.B.E. after his name. For five years
he has been owner of the Delhi. A strik-
mg feature of the place is the three visi-
tors’ books full of compliments about the
restaurant from people who really know
Indian food—Mabharajas, Maharanis, Sul-
tans, explorers, captains, authors. Field-
Marshal Lord Birdwood, the Raja of
Sarawak, are among the customers who
have praised the meals at the Delhi.

The Delhi hasn’t any set hours, They
stay open until you go. Prices are reason-
able, and there is an English menu for
those who prefer it.

AMERICANS WELCOME
THEOSOPHY

Mrs. Clara Motwani is returning from
America to Colombo to resume her work
as Principal of the Buddhist Girls’ College
(Visakha Vidyalaya). She had gone on
leave to Kentucky, her birthplace, and had
planned to lecture before several colleges
at which Dr. Kewal Motwani, her hus-
band, had spoken under the auspices of a
large university, but owing to rumours of
war in Europe, she had to cut short her
holiday, cancel the engagements and begin
her homeward journey. Her lecture list

“There is not one single member of the Society without a link with Us,
or whose help we do not need. Have We not chosen each one of you because
We need you ? You need each other, and We need you all.” :

—FROM AN ELDER BROTHER
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covers the whole range of the culture of
Ceylon, its religion, education, art and
ethnology, and she carries handcraft articles
for exhibition at each lecture and dresses
in oriengal costume. Her work in Ceylon
1s carrying forward a vital programme of
educapon originated by Colonel Olcott. In
Amenca she finds interest in her work
increased by the fact that the President.
Founder was an American—* American
educ_atlonal institutions are not only not
afraid to ‘hear a person belonging to The
Theosophical Society, but are proud of the
_fa.ct. that it was their countryman wh

initiated such splendid work.,” °

A HEALTHY DIET CHART

D.r. Birgher-Benner, one of the world’s
leading diet experts, has just issued a
remarkable book entitled The Preventio
of Incurable Disease. The writer ha1;
many institutions carrying out his methods
?:dStM;sso:Lni sent his doctor to Zurich,

udy them. The book i
shows that. medicine generally h:;e;;:;n:g
;:}(:ncerngd in finding cures for disease that

he basic idea of prevention has been lost
sight of: In speaking of that scourge
rheumatism, he sayg that “by puttig
secondary causes in the foreground thg
fundamenta] causes become ob'sc’ure’(3
Cang:er, he says, is a direct product .f
g:is:stent l;?d dfeeding, and if anything c:n
mankind fr, i it 1
vegetable m.w-fooc(l)mditehtl.S n%%r;acgi ;t }:S
recommends excludeg meat a.nde 'IT
apgeal to Theosophistsg, Ttis ail so sim;)vlle
-:1}111 €asy to arrange, and it s signiﬁcant'
at many people, quite outside the rank
of vegetarians, are now trying it : ks

Breakfast : F ruit-dish i
: . ; fruits and ;
;vl;ole-meal breg.d with little b\:’tltléls*:
-2 cups of drink (preferably not tea
or coffee), ™

Lunch: The same
the addition of g sa?:d.break

Dinner (principal meg])
and nuts ; hors d'ceuvres
salads ; cooked vegetab
meal bread with little but
beverage.

(?energl Suggestions :
one’s daily intake shoy]

fESta Wlth

Fresh frujt
of vegetable
les; whole-
ter; 1 cup of

Fifty per cent of
d consist of raw

NOVEMBER

unfired fruits, nuts and vegetables, dressed
with olive oil, seasoned with aromatic herbs.
No salt,

Apples can be grated, including skin and
core, and all kinds of available fruits.

The other fifty per cent should consist
of: (1) Wholemeal bread; (2) conser-
vatively cooked vegetables ; (3) clean milk,
butter, and cheese in moderate quantity ;

€ggs in very small quantities.

In_dian members would necessarily
modify this menu, but Europeans, Ameri-
cans and Australians will find it ideal and
simple. It has been proved that the above
dS"i{ produces healthy, efficient bodies.—

GRATEFUL INDIANS

The President and Shrimati Rukmini
Devi heartily reciprocate the * cordial
greetings" and gratefully appreciate the
assurance of “loyal cooperation” offered to
them by members of the Andhra Central
Districts Federation, who recently met at
Chandragiri (South India) for their thirty-
seventh annual gathering.

The resolution embodying the message
also seeks 1o “ give expression to their sense
of affectionate gratitude to Mr. Jinarajadasa
for his selfless labour in all lands in
the sacred cause of brotherhood and of
humanity.” '

TheSecretary of the Federation, Mr. Par-
thasarathy Iyengar, who communicated the
resolution to the President, is not only one
of our stalwarts in South India, but a prom-
inent public worker and an elected mem-
ber of the Madras Legislative Assembly.

IN PICTURESQUE MALABAR

A feature of our Treasurer’s recent touf
on the West Coast of the Madras Presi-
dency was his special addresses, whereve!
possible, to school and college students.
His Theosophical talks to Lodge members
were mostly in the style of * Questions and
Answers.” Palghat, Calicut, Ernakulam,
Alleppey and Trivandrum—all in Malabar
—and Madura and Trichinopoly in the
South were covered on this tour. At Tri-
vandrum Mr. Sri Ram joined in the cele-
brations of Young Theosophists Day. At
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Alleppey, under the auspices of‘the Fellow-
ship of Teachers, he spoke on =~ The Ideals
of Education " to a large audience.

Mr. M. Subramania Aiyar of Adyar ac-
companied Mr. Sri Ram throughout the
tour, and Mr. Karunakaran Nair of the
local Federation was with them in his
area.

A “PIPPY" DAY

The Montana Federation of Women'’s
Clubs (Helena) has a Department of Ameri-
can Citizenship over which Mrs. Dolly
Dean Burgess presides. Deeply moved
by the receipt of a souvenir of Dr. and
Mrs. Arundale, Mrs. Burgess writes them :
“ It was an occasion to me to be up un-
usually early and take the ride of 7§ miles
to Butte. The two members with me
were the joy of the trip, for it will polour
the whole of their lives—in the anxiety to
be on time we had an hour's wait before
the arrival of the train which caused much
merriment. But it was a ‘ pippy ' day for
us all.”

The Montana women have a proper
motto: “Our common goal is the enrich-
ment of life through a better adjustment
of human relations.”

REFUGEE WORK

Miss Aline Norbury reports that the
Scottish Headquarters of the Theosophical
Order of Service at Edinburgh opend on
the 1st of October. The weekly work party
which prepares medical dressing for Spain
was resumed, also the group whlcp is mak-
ing clothes for the Basque children at
Montrose. Some of the Scottish members
have joined other organizations in promot-
ing peace campaigns.

“THE AMERICAN
THEOSOPHIST"

The September issue of The Amezican
Theosophist is a very fine number. _The
Ugly Duckling,” by Roy Rush, winner
of the Olcott Lecture contest of_ 1938,
is a beautifully written story, .llkenu?g
humanity to the “ugly duckling” in

.

the Hans Christian Anderson tale, and
stressing the thought that “the Divinity
within us is a glorious Pioneer who chose
a course of hardship when other easier
ways were open.”

* Touring with the President” is a de-
lightful account of Dr. and Mrs. Arundale's
tour in the American Section, together with
fourteen other members who were in the
party.

Mrs. Ruby Pitkin gives a vivid and joy-
ous picture of the Olcott Summer School
in her article “ Pilgrimage.”

Mr. Cook’s brief address on the rededica-
tion of Olcott, and Mr. Luntz’s tribute to
Mr. Rogers, the Grand Old Man of the
American Section, on the same occasion,
are presented in the article ““ The Burning
of the Bonds.” There is much other inter-
esting matter in this September issue.

SERVICE IN CANADA

Mrs. Dorothy Anderson, who crossed the
border into the U.S.A. to meet the Presi-
dent and Rukmini Devi is the Secretary
fo the Alberta Vivisection and Humane
Education Society—a “ Union of all who
love for the service of all who suffer,”’—
organized mostly by Order of Service mem-
bers. At the Canadian National Exhibi-
tion in August, she reports, the Association
rented a booth where posters were exhibited
explaining vivisection, vaccination, and the
horrors of the serum trade. The booth also
served as a centre for effective distribu-
tion of quantities of literature, and indi-
vidual members talked to parents about
the dangers of vaccination and the use of
serums.

Theosophists in Alberta are actively
associated with “several world peace
organizations, and with Theosophical braille
for the blind. On World Day for Animals,
Mrs. Anderson and the Vice-President of
the Society (Mrs. L. Jouvenat) broadcast
talks on animal welfare.

The Theosophical Order of Service in
Canada is doing much valuable work to
promote international friendliness through
correspondence. ' Members desirous of
correspondence links with the Dominion
are invited to write to Mrs, L. M. Todd
Vulcan, Alberta, Canada. ’
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1ber Fion . .
e following digest i:fsgliestlons during the Zagreb Con-

Pplementary to the one appearing

e0sophist for November.

ARE WE ALIVE?

h “;hat do lecturers mean by urging us to
ve

Remember, we are alive from death 0
birth as well. This is only a part of life.
Death does not end life. You are muc
more sleepy here than in the inner wore:
Death makes life more alive. Down heré
we must be more alive with all our levels
of consciousness.

COURSES OF STUDY

Special courses of study are being
arranged for the winter, and it is hoped t0

make them attractive to the different 08"

tions of Europe. In studying, let me give

one word of warning, pay no attention
groups that promise occult powers.

powers can only be developed as you 9%
velop the powers you already have. People
want to develop clairvoyance when they
have not even common sense. ve
further your intelligence and your intuitio®:

EDUCATION

What Theosophists can do in regard t‘;
existing educational systems is to take 8l
fear out of them, for an atmosphere O

will never produce good citizens.

BELIEVE IN YOURSELF

Don’'t awaken the latent powers, let sleep” -‘

ing dogs lie. Shake into prime wakeful®
those powers that are already a little 2
You can only awaken a power by being R

Develop

Wak_a. |
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listen to yourself. I who preach so much
am beginning to believe in myself, so 1
am bound to practise sooner or later.

WHO AM I?

I do not know whether there are people
here who have had previous incarnations in
these lands. I do not look to see, nor should
Iseeif I did. I do not know what I was.
Please do not think that you were a very

important person in past lives. If you are
humble, then you can at least let people
see what strides you have taken!

WORK AND LEISURE

What are my views about not working
on Saturdays ? That does not matter. But
I am in favour of a five-day week, provided
always that as we work, we work hard, and
that we learn how to use our leisure.

How To Conquer The Public

“PLAN THE WORK AHEAD,” SAYS THE PRESIDENT

R. ARUNDALE gave some direct
hints on the work in addressing a
gathering of Theosophists at Baltimore
(U.S.A.). Our report is taken from the
Bulletin of the Middle Atlantic Federation.

What I should like to say to start with
is that we have had not only a happy time
in Baltimore, but I hope a profitable time.
I hope that the work that is being done—
by myself, that is going to be done by
Rukmini, and which is being done by the
Federation gathering which you have had
here—has been something to bring new
life, new spirit, new impetus, into the work.
There should never be a gathering of a
Lodge or a Federation where there is not
a similar sense of moving forward to greater
things. That seems to me of great im-
portance. Very often, especially in India,
we find Lodge gatherings mainly composed
of meetings and lectures. L.ectures are all
very well, but planning to conquer the
public for Theosophy, that matters more
than anything else. So I think, while it is
useful to have lectures, it is also very im-
portant to plan the work ahead so that
more and more scientifically the public
may be approached. I have no doubt that
this is being done at this particular time
at this Federation meeting.

Send Out Theosophy!

It is important, because we must not
keep Theosophy to ourselves alone, that
4

we spread it abroad. Every single mem-
ber must spread it abroad in his or her own
way. It is not merely lecturing that is of
importance, not merely writing books or
articles, not merely organization which is
so necessary in any Lodge. These are
not the only ways of spreading Theosophy.
I suggest that the finest way of spreading
Theosophy is individually to live it. That
is difficult, of course, as we all know.

But also we must try through every
power of consciousness that we possess
to send out thought-forms on the will plane,
or on the actual thinking plane, or on the
emotional plane. We must send out clear,
fine messages of Theosophy, according to
our own construction. I do hope that
every single one of you is doing that—not
to feel that you are just one among the
crowd of members. You have your own
value, your own importance, and every
single member should be sending out into
the atmosphere those thoughts, those as-
pirations, those forces which will help the
world.

If you will look at the atmosphere with
clairvoyant eyes you will see how thick it
is with thoughts, with feelings, with all
_the emotions from the bighest to the lowest
of the people themselves. We must affecé
that atmosphere, we must affect it so that
the public generally is able to breathe a
purer air than normally they would be able
to breathe. )
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Tell the World !
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your owp

the town or city. There is certain w?t;k
that you cannot do in the town of Sl

which is possible to do in the beautl

country, where nature will help you m
you are working as a Theosophist,
consider every Kingdom of Naturé
grateful to you. The nearer each King:
dom is to you, that Kingdom helps more
and that Kingdom is grateful. 1 want yo¥
to feel, each one of you, however old O
little or decrepit you may be, you have
more than you think you have, and you
can be as valuable to the Masters’ works
which is the spreading of Theosophy; 88
some of us who make much more noisé
with our lectures and are much moré
apparently at work. It is only apparently-
We are doing actually in physical X
perience that which all of you can do.
would be an excellent plan for those 'Who
have the time, to give a lecture, a silent
lecture, to the world; you can tell the
whole world about Theosophy and about

those beliefs which you know are the most |

splendid.
Help Your Neighbour!

Each one of you should study a partic-
ular subject or question. We cannot
know very much about Theosophy, which
is a science in itself, but we can take up &
particular aspect which thrills and intrigues
us and we can send it out. Theosophy
must be specialized. 1 should like to
think that each single member of the Mid-
dle Atlantic Federation felt a particular
responsibility for the spreading of a ques-
tion, and tried to fulfil that responsibility
in his spare moments; in his freer times
each should spread his question.

You can do a tremendous amount of
work walking down a street or riding in 3
tramcar or in & bus., You can send
Theosophy to the ill and poor people, and
it will make a tremendous difference. You
can notice the difference. Really, thus
you can be of universal service, just by
yourself. We do not realize that after all
the lodge meetings and public lectures
are only just a fragment of the work that
we can do.

Theosophy unveils 1
but & 0 mortal eyes the Sunlight of the Soul, though
ut in a shadow of a shade. Theosophy reveals Life to life, and darkness

lessening into light.~G.S.A.
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Egypt—Ancient and Modern

BY JOSEPHINE RANSOM

Capt. and Mrs. Ransom left Adyar on August 26 for London. Nearing
Marscilles aboard the * Mooltan,” Mrs. Ransom wrote the following out-

line of the journey.

MARSEILLES, September 23

‘N?E stayed over in Egypt for two
weeks. Mr. 1. S. Cohen, one of
our members, kindly put his ﬂa:t at our
disposal, and we much appreciated his
generous hospitality. Mr. Perez,. the Presi-
dential Agent, was still away in Europe,
and of course lodge activis}es had not ye’f
recommenced owing to the = hot weather.
The midday was warm and seemed' to
induce much somnolence, but the evenings
and nights were always cool apd_ fresh,
and aroused everyone to an qcthty that
seemed to extend far into the night. .
We visited the Pyramids at Gglze'h
several times, and twice entered the King's
Chamber, so silent and yet so full of sound,
and with remarkable echoes, full and musi-
cal. We did not venture upon the sub-
terranean passages, though we did Pe(lif
down the long tunnel into which the Pole
Star sheds its beam on certain occasions,
to be seen away at the bottom, 180 feg;
distant in the rock. But the Pyrami

seemed lifeless.

The Sphinx Lives

The Sphinx captured our fancy, and we
contemplated it at noon, at davyn, and l};
moonlight. If ancient Egypt lives at a
it is in the Sphinx, alive, warm, smlhn%,
courageous, young. It is @ ;nost marvel-
lously moulded and proportioned figure,
with an air of complete repose yet alive
and expectant. And it faces the East.

We visited the Pyramids at Salkara,
and the site of ancient Memphis—so0 dead,
so disappeared. A few mounds, date trlfesE
dust, beggars young and old, a per ecd
small alabaster gphinx, also smiling anf
gay, and two recumbent broken statues o
Rameses 1], of noble mien, a_nd, marvel-
lous to hehold, not disfigured in face. So
royal and handsome, and the figure, as
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always, so beautifully moulded. .Poor old
Memphis !

We went on to the Serapeum, not far
away, where the sacred bulls were en-
tombed, each in its own massive granite
(brought from Upper Egypt) tomb, the top
of which had in every case been pushed
aside a little and the contents rifled, long
ago. Long corridors of tombs, each in a
recess carved out of the living rock. This
interior, like the Great Pyramid, is now lit
by electricity. What energy and ingenu-
ity it must have taken to fit these weighty
sarcophagi into their appropriate recesses,
after dragging them into place along nar-
row alleyways !

Near by is an excavated place, where
are some famous ancient wall-paintings,
and where have recently been revealed
some mummies left in their casings, the
lids of which the attendants lifted to reveal
the swathed forms.

Miles of Tombs

From the Serapeum to Memphis directly
eastward ran a causeway, paved and bor-
dered with carved animals of all sorts, some
of which are exposed. And close by is the
remnant of a convent (as they call it) of
St. Jeremiah, an early Egyptian Saint. But
all so dead.

The Egyptians did not waste fertile
lands over which the rich Nile floods
spread for their burying grounds—they
used this arid, desert hill-side, where the
floods could not treach—miles and miles
of tombs.

We visited, of course, the Tutankhamen
collection in the Egyptian Museum. It
is rather marvellous. Each rich enclosing
gold-encased mausoleum ; and each richer
still, thick gold, and exquisitely enamelled
and decorated mummy case. The last one
is perfectly exquisite, with the gay eager
expression on the face that seemed to
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Lo
characterize these people. They were a
small folk, beautifully proportioned, with

" -, slightly negroid features, and thick crinkly,

" apd” oetad

. ‘BOt peppercogpm, hair. We were told that

the ~Gepes~are’ ‘their purest descendants ;
aAd ottadtdnally one saw the type again
I some passer-by, and now and then
bene_ath the thin veil, a woman's face re-
peating exactly the fine small features,
carefully darkened eyelids and painted face
of a mummy seen in the Museum,

Thg Bc_mlak Museum which H. p. B.
mentions in The Secret Doctrine no longer
exists.  One of the banyan trees that stood

at its entrance is now in the middle of
the road.

Life in Cairo

We wandered about Cairo seeking to
understand its life, Into El Azhar, re-
garded as the greatest Muslim University
In the world, which has hitherto devoted
itself almost exclusively to the study and
Interpretation of the Quran, but is now
about to add modern subjects. Thousands
of poor students come to it, and are sup-
ported throughout their stay, lasting some-
times for.seventeen years, then become the
teachers in far~of‘1: mosques and villages.

."‘I‘h.e famous “syqs ™ (bazaars) in the
v}:lcmlty are reminiscent of India, Tiny
fhops, some only a few feet square, where
dt_a workman with simple tools produces
ainty  jewellery or cyt and mounted
Precious stones, or inlaid brass or copper
X:;x silver.  Shops for perfumes only,
leathy’ subtle and varied ; for shoes and
cloth?r .work; for silken embroidered

g ; and a strange ironing contraption
partly worked with the right foot, which
must be seen to be believed. ’

: amily mausole i
like houses, all so silent. Tlll:r:gt’oa;;isb :.lrl:
xgran;d, and each room contains a whole
amily, the head of which has the most
tg‘}::rgeous tomb, and outside in the yards
® tombs of servants and cooks.
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Ancient Relics

Then the humbler old Synagogue. There
is said to be a rock here on which Moses
wrote an inscription, but now it is covered
with a kind of marble monument to pre-
vent worship of the stone and so fulfil
Mosaic law not to bow down and worship
anything, any image in heaven or on earth.
Old rolls are kept in a kind of tabernacle,
all written by hand on soft gazelle skins—
some very old. In one secluded recess a
sick man was sleeping, for it was a place
of healing. At the door grave men were dis-
cussing difficulties in an old-fashioned way.

Near by is a Coptic church, ancient too,
in the crypt of which is a secluded hollow
where Joseph and Mary and the Babe Jesus
are said to have taken refuge ; it is now @
place of pilgrimage. Close by is a font,
where at baptism total immersion takes
place three times in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Ghost. As the
Nile was in unusually high flood the crypt
was inundated with water to a depth o
about two feet when we saw it.

Not far away across the Nile at the end
of an island is a dilapidated Egyptian
Palace, from the steps of which, it is said,
the Pharaoh’s daughter rescued the infant
Moses from among the bulrushes.

A New Era

So far as one could gather Egypt seems
to be on the threshold of a new era under
the guidance of the much loved young
King Farouk and his beautiful young
Queen. There are evidences of change.
Some of the problems are like those of India:
How to give the peasants a better chance
and educate them without spoiling them ;
how to absorb the college young man
who wants only government jobs and des-
pises commerce and professions; how to
employ the crowds of men, women and
children to sell small things in the streets,
and lottery tickets, The pavements seem
to be the only home for many who sel
something, and who eat and sleep all in
the one spot.

The costume of the men, when not Eu-
ropean, consists of long garments, about
three, one over the other, and for the
women black shapeless garments and some
sort of veiling, when not European. Most
seem to shuffie about in slippers, while
the European women wear such high-heel

(Continued on dage 297)

Spiritual Movements And Money

THE PRESIDENT'S IDEAL

HE President is looking forward to the

time when Theosophists will be able

to work without any sense of financial hand-

icaps. Addressing an audience at Balti-
more (U.S.A.) in June, he said :

I am very anxious that some day all
subscriptions and dues to The Theosophi-
cal Society shall cease. We have, of course,
a spiritual movement in our Theqsophlcal
Society, which ought to have nothing to do
with any money whatever. In the East
it is well known that money must not come
near a spiritual movement or person. Dr.
Besant felt strongly about that, but the
time had not come in her day. I know
that at the present the time has not yet
come. I only wish it could come. If only,
during my term of office, people could join
just as they liked, and gave freely because
of® their enthusiasm for Theosophy! We
should be much better off, I think, a_,nd
there would be no question about qxakmg
exceptions for poor members—which of
course we do—though it is not very satis-
factory.

Mr. Cook tells me that not only do we
feel it necessary to have the dues, but he
wonders all the time if it will not be neces-
sary to increase them. That is getting
away from my own particular policy, but
I would like to see our members so staunch,
so enthusiastic, so eager and dgvoted to
The Society that they would give more
than they ought, that they would make
more sacrifices than they ought, so that
one would have to say : * Really, you must
curb your spirit of self-sacrifice.

I do feel that probably every member
could give a little more than he does to the
immediate work, and what I would like to
see is a tremendous effort by the members
of' this Federation as showing the way.
First, to support home Theosophical inter-
ests, to support the Lodge, to help it do
more than it has ever done before. ‘Then,
to help the Section to do more than it
has ever done before ; then, to give to The
Society as a whole, Though we visiting
lecturers talk about the wonderful schemes
we have, do not forget the home fires—they
must be kept burning,

If T were in your place, I would portion
out my resources so that the smaller has its
share, the larger has its share, and so on.
I think if you would look into your finances
you would probably find you could do a
little more. In fact, one might go a little
less to the movies, do one or two things a
little bit less so that a little bit more could
be given. There is nothing more beautiful
than to give to the work of Theosophy.

I am afraid at present there will be little
of that sense of responsibility, that sense
of duty, that sense of trusteeship on the
part of the individual ; but when it does be-
come more widespread, then I hope we
shall have no dues of any kind. Everybody
will enter free and will give no less freely,
and then we shall be really a spiritual
Society. Because Theosophy has come
from the East, from the Great Elder
Brothers, and should observe the great
principle of the East, namely, that a spiritual
movement has no connection with money.

(Concluded from page 296)

shoes that walking is clearly a torture.
The cafés are full of men only, who seem
to spend much of their day drinking coffee,
etc., and playing endle;s games of chess,
dominoes, draughts, cards. .

Much of Cairo looks so dilapidated, but
it is really only badly built, and new struc-
tures are ultra-modern, and look well,
as does the charming new suburb of
Heliopolis. There is vigour in the people,

coupled with an old and strong dash of
careless indifference, which should make
an interesting combination in the future.
Should Egypt make good and set an
example, her influence should reach far
down into Africa and link with other
modern influences to blend Africa’s cul.
tures on 51 higher rung of the ladder of
rogress, drawing in many of S
End neglected peoples. y of the primitive
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FROM POLITICS TO
THEOSOPHY

Dr. Bhagavan Das has resigned his seat
in the Central Legislature (Delhi), which
he has held since 1934, in order to settle
down to “undistracted literary work.”
Theosophists who know his works, especial-
ly those of the ““old school ” who studied
his books on government, philosophy and
psychology named TheScience of Social Or-
ganization, etc., will heartily welcome his
decision. Theosophy is fundamental to all
his work, and he has a rare gift of weaving
a rich pattern of its golden threads through
his literary fabric. His revised edition of
Manu is awaiting the final touches before
publication, and he has other important
work in hand.

LONDON RESEARCH
CENTRE

Af.ter the summer vacation the Theo-
sophical Research Centre, London, has
resumed its activities.

The Science Group is considering the
publication of transactions embodying some
or all of the recent articles which its mem-
bers have contributed to The Theosophist.

One or two meetings will be given this
autumn to discussing The Web of the
Universe, by E. L. Gardner.

Mr. V. Wallace Slater is continuing to
work on Evolution—A Spiritual Adven-
ture. Recent work of the group is to be
incorporated in this book.

Some work is being done on The Secret
Doctrine in the direction of preparing it
for publication in four sections, namely,
Religion, Symbology, Cosmogony, Anthro-
pology.

Miss Preston is engaged on a new edition
of The Earth and Its Cycles, bringing it
up to date and making it more suitable for
the reading public.

The group is still helping with the scien-
tific side of The Theosophist. Articles are
being written on the proceedings of the
British Association at Cambridge, 1938, in
addition to the article entitled ““ The Horizon
in Science "’ by Dr. Corona G. Trew, which
appears in The Theosophist for November.

NoOVEMBER
“l KNOW MY THEOSOPHY ”

Interesting comments on the Eure-
pean crisis were offered by Young Theos-
ophists in a symposium held at Adyar
on Young Theaosaphists Day. One of the
speakers, talking of brotherhood in its
practical implications, referred disparag-
ingly to a certain country.

Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, Deputy Presi-
dent, summing up as observer, made the
following comment :

“The moment you speak of a nation so
derogatorily, your brotherhood is finished.
You cannot make a remark like that in
an international movement like ours. If
you have studied your Theosophy well,
you will see Italy, Germany, Japan, as
much as a brother as Abyssinia. As you
go out to the world as young or older
Theosophists, you will find it is quite easy
to take up one side of a question, to talk
of labour versus capital, of vice versa, but
both labour and capital are your brothers.
A true Theosophist has the viewpoint of
each of these. He has, as we say in logic,
to put the proposition and the apposition
together, has to build up a synthesis out
of a thesis and an antithesis, You will
always find it if you find Theosophy.

“A great exemplar of this was our
President-Founder, Colonel Olcott, who
gave a lecture on Zoroastrianism that made
the Parsi priests wonder how this man,
not knowing their sacred language could
fathom the inner secrets and me‘a.nings of
their faith. They asked him: " Do you
know Zend?' He answered: ‘I do not
know your language, but I know my Theos-
ophy, and that Theosophy will help me
to throw light on everything that needs
it. It is the light that lighteth everything
that cometh into the world ! -

“Qur President-Founder knew his
Theosophy, and when he took up any sub-
ject he had a radiant light by which he
could examine the dark recesses of every
problem, whether educational, political, re-
ligious, or spiritual. Because pe knew
his Theosophy, he could apply it to any
problem that came before him.”

Only names differ, Beloved !
All forsooth are but the same.
Both the ocean and the dewdrop
But one living liquid frame !

Sparks From The President’s Talks

F you are an earnest Theosophist you
will always be plunging deeper into
the abyss of the unknown.

You must not live contemptuously in a
departmental life. This does not mean
that one must live altogether supernation-
ally. For example, one must fulfil one’s
life as a member of one's own nation,
family, etc. You must fulfil the obligations
of your personal life whatever these are.
Be your limitations what they may, they
can never conquer the omnipotence of your
creative spirit. . . . You create out of your
own nature.... You can create in your-
self a perfect quality, a perfect rela:txonshlp,
and that is a greater creative achievement
than many works of art. My challenge
to you is: What are you creating Of your-
self here, now ? Better than mutilating
other souls is to express your own. What
is experience ? The moving away, of the
less into the more. The yogi says,  Profit
from your experience.” He does not expect
you to turn away from it, but to draw
out from it the power that lies hidden
there for you.

Think of yourself as a beautiful white
lotus with power extending from you in
all directions.

Do not be afraid of the imagination,
though you must not be carried away by
it.

In Heaven we know with the whole
man, we know through the will, but then
we realize our own incompleteness—we
desire to fulfil the will, and we descend to
earth to bring the fulness of the will into
manifestation.

Some of us think we are lords of crea-
tion when we are only the children of
creation.

People think that physical incarnation
is life. It is not—it is only a little bit of
life. Many of you are very much more
alive out of the body than in it.

It has been said that the standards of
yoga do not conform to modern Western
opinion. This is true. They existed before
that opinion was formed, and will con-
tinue after it has disappeared.

What the Public Wants and the
Members Need

TWO discussions were beld at the Zagreb
Congress, one on "' What the Public

Wants," and the other on " What Our
Members Need,” The method used was
that 6 or 8 people sat on the platform with
a chairman, and the discussion took place
without a rehearsal, the members on the
platform talking exactly as they would
when sitting round a table at home.
Those who took part were trained workers
and lecturers, so that the discussion did not
lag. After about half an hour members of
the audience were asked to join in, and at

this point the chairman’s work became
somewhat more difficult. Argument could
not be permitted, and some of the audience
wished to argue rather than discuss. As
the discussion itself was an experiment,
and arranged to demonstrate a new method
of work, the chairman explained these
points as they arose, and at the conclusion
it was agreed that the method had been
successful, and might be used in Lodges,
It was interesting that the discussion on
the second day went very much better,
although it had to be hurried as the
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previous meeting had been over-long. The
following were the chief points raised,

1. What the Public Wants

In order to discover what the public
wants, 1t is necessary to get into touch
with the world around us. Members need
to be alive to the problems of their com-
munity and nation. It is not enough to
have one’s own ideas about these. One
should also attempt to find out what people
who are not Theosophists really think and
feel in regard to them. The teaching of
remcarnation should be related to social
problems, which take on a very different
aspect when seen in the light of reincarna-
tion and karma. The public is hungering
for. a deeper explanation of the tangles
which exist today, and a wide view of the
Plan and its meaning in relation to modern
life is readily accepted. Individuals who
come to our meetings burdened with their
own prol?lems are generally seeking a sense
of security, more light on their own spirit-
ual evolution, or are interested in psychic

phenomena, and need an explanation of
these.

The question was raised as to the ab-
sence of proof of our theories, and the
dapger of giving only theories. It was
pointed out that if people would experiment
wxlth thox_:ght-control, they could obtain
evidence in regard to the working of the
laws stated to be true within a few months.
There is nowadays also much more evidence
for reincarnation than there used to be.
Dog:umpnts are available proving reincar-
nation in certain cases. It was agreed that
the most attractive approach to Theosophy
for the general public was one which
combined a broad view of the Plan with
simple direct teaching about the application
of our teachings to personal life.

2. What the Members Need

Miss Dijkgraaf made a splendid appeal
for good Lodges. The Lodge is the school
in which we learn real occultism. It has
its tl?ree aspects: study, to contact the
doctrine of the head; the practice of
brotherhood, to train us in the doctrine of
the heart; and activities in the world at
large, as well as in the Lodge, to express
our teaphings in practice. There are al-
ways difficult types of members, and one
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of our problems is to assimilate these into
a harmonious whole. Members need to
realize that it is in diversity within unity
that lies the secret of power. In a Lodge
the real life-side of Theosophy can be
communicated. This is not a teaching
but an attitude, a method of approach to
life. This very rarely can be expressed in
words, it has to be communicated through
contacts.

The discussion went on to emphasize
the need for a deeper insight into the funda-
mental teachings of Theosophy, which
have to be lived experimentally if they are
to become real to individual members.
There needs also to be a deeper understand-
ing of each other, a much more generous
and open sharing of experience. Most of
us live too shut up in our own conscious-
ness. We need the contacts of work and
social gatherings to open out and release
life from within,

In regard to study classes, it was felt
that these are often too rigid. Reading a
book out doud was of little use. The read-
ing should be done outside the class. The
need for new literature was recognized,
and an experimental attitude towards all
our teachings including practical experi-
ments with thought power. Such experi-
ments could be made in groups, or as
individual experiments. New members
coming in should feel the warmth and
vigour of the Lodge life, and feel that the
people they met were really using the
theories discussed on the platform.

The relation of our teachings to life was
the concluding note, and the need for a
balance to be kept between theory and
experience. We are fundamentally a
society for the study of the occult—th_at
is, of the hidden forces in man and in
nature. Theories about these have to be
balanced by the practice of human brothgr-
hood in simple and direct contacts with
each other. The Lodges, which form the
basic units in our Society, have a twofold
function, that of propagating our teachings
and of serving as a training ground in
which brotherhood can be experienced. Our
members need both theory and practice,
and neither can be neglected if the work
is to prosper.—ADELAIDE GARDNER.

The Australian Centre

BY GEOFFREY HODSON

OR a great many years The Manor
has been regarded with especial
interest throughout the whole Theo_sophl-
cal world. It is known as the resxfience
for a considerable period of his life of
C. W. Leadbeater. In it he is said to
have carried out many of his most re-
markable occult investigations, to have
written many of his most wonderful boolfs
and in addition, with the aid of certain
colleagues, to have trained a large nl}tpber
of people, young and old, in the spiritual
life. It is but natural therefore that a
visitor like myself, after many years of
Theosophical world travel, should fee} a
great sense of privilege on coming to live
here, if only for a short period of time.

C. W. Leadbeater has passed away from
the physical side of life at The Manor.
But one does not need to be very sensitive
to know that spiritually his influence
is permanently established here, whilst
frequently his personal presence and his
power are to be felt.

The key to the signiﬁcance‘of ’Ijhe Manor
in this present period of its life would
seem to consist of the facts, first t}xat the
property is now vested in Mr. Jinarajadasa:
and second that the three trustees, to
whom the responsibility of the manage-
ment and safeguarding of the Centre has
been given, have, each of them, been
intimately associated with C. W. Lead-
beater. Evidently The Manor belongs
especially to the inner side of our work.
From these facts part of the significance
of The Manor is quite apparent.

Specially Selected

Let me try and put it into words as 1
see it.

The Manor is a specially selected Centre
of the power of the Masters of the Wisdom,
unique in the outer world. _Th.ere are in
fact only two others at all like it. These
are the international Headquarters of The
Theosophical Society at Adyar and the

great European Centre at Huizen in
Holland.

The Great White Brotherhood of Adepts
has established these three places ‘as
special Centres of Their power on our
globe. The Manor has been especially
linked with the great World Centre of
power in Central Asia and is the rep-
resentative of that Centre in the Southern
Hemisphere.

Naturally there are other Centres of
power and other important aspects of the
Great Work.  Every consecrated Church
is a centre of power for example, but The
Manor has its own unique place as a result
of the direct links with the Elder Brethren
and our leaders.

Preparation for the Future

Now it must be clear to all who realize
this, that such arrangements are only
made for very definite and extremely im-
portant purposes. What may we presume
is the specific work of The Manor as a
Centre of the Masters' power ? Is it not
to exist as a Centre through which spiritual
powers and spiritualizing influences can be
directed upon the world ? These powers in-
fluence more especially New South Wales,
Australasia as a whole, and the Southern
Hemisphere, and this is true not only in
this present time but, if The Manor con-
tinues to withstand all attacks made upon
it, also in the near and far distant future.
For it is part of the plan of racial evolution
that the population of the globe shall in-
creasingly occupy the Southern Hemi-
sphere. This is especially true of the Sixth
Root-Race, for which even now prepara-
tions are being made, particularly here in
Australia, where sixth subrace types are
appearing. 1 personally have no doubt
whatever that the establishment of The
Manor is part of those preparations.

This place is therefore a Centre of power
of incalculable significance both in the pres-
ent and in the future.
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How do these spiritual powers reach the
world ?

By both superphysical and physical
means. In the inner worlds a descent and
radiation of tremendously powerful forces
is continually occurring at The Manor.
We who live here are perpetually within
the play of this power. In addition to
the supervision of C. W. Leadbeater him-
self, this inner aspect of the work is in
charge of a great Angel. Part of the work
of this Angel is to preserve the Centre as
an open channel ever at the disposal of
the Masters of the Wisdom, and part also
to bring down and direct the forces which
They concentrate here.

The Residents

All residents of The Manor have the
opportunity of sharing in this work. In
addition to the regular services and cere-
monials, all carried out with deliberate
intent to assist in this inner side of the
work, the residents can by their presence,
their meditations, their work and daily lives
both draw down and create individual chan-
nels for the flow of the Masters’ blessing
upon this district and upon the world.
Children who live here, and those who may
be born here, are uniquely privileged,
as also are their parents.

The most obvious outlet at the physical
level is the local Theosophical work, es-
pecially that of the Blavatsky Lodge, and
the whole Australian Section. With this
we as esotericists naturally include the work
of Co-Masonry and the Liberal Catholic
Church.

The Manor therefore is a specifically
Theosophical Centre ; it is an integral and
supremely important part of the world
Theosophical movement, one part of its
function being to energize Theosophical
work.

A Home of Freedom

The Manor is also a most delightful
home. The beautiful gardens and tennis
court, and the glorious position overlooking
Sydney Harbour with its wonderful pano-
rama of bays and wooded headlands, make
itideal even as a residence. The constant
cavalcade of ships great and small, liners,
tramps and white-sailed yachts on the blue
water is sheer delight to the eye. The ap-
pointments and the method of management

.
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enable us all to obtain the maximum of
happiness from living here. On arrival
one very quickly feels the sense of freedom
from any hampering restrictions whatever,
which is quite remarkable when we con-
sider the difficulties of running a community
home. Naturally, as esotericists and ser-
vants of the Masters, we are expected to
obey a few simple rules of the spiritual life
such as refraining from meat, alcohol and
tobacco. But I must say that after ex-
perience of life in other Centres I have
found this freedom of The Manor to be
quite remarkable. Apparently no demands
are made upon us whatsoever to do more
than just live here and enjoy the unusual
amenities of the place. Appreciation of
and participation in its real life would
seem to be left to the intuition and inchi-
nation of residents.

Ashrama Ideals

We are all of course aware that The
Manor is far more than a mere home. It
is an ashrama in which at least three pur-
poses are being fulfilled. Let us look at
these for a moment.

First, those who reside here have a unique
opportunity to live a truly Theosophical
life, harmless to the animal kingdom,
brotherly and co-operative with each other,
studious and above all useful to the world.

Second, it is far easier here than outside
to find and tread the Path of Holiness
which leads to the Masters’ feet. We are
very near to the Masters here, and They
constantly are very near to us.

Everything externally essential to the
life of discipleship is provided for us here
at The Manor.

Third, all residents have the immense
privilege of co-operating with the Mastprs
of the Wisdom in so living and so working
here that Their mighty power and blessing
are continually radiated upon the world.

If the view presented above be accepted,
it at once becomes apparent that The
Manor must be carefully guarded from _a.ll
influences, without and within, whlph
might in the slightest measure red}lce its
efficiency as a Centre of the Masters’ work,

Is it conceivably possible that the exist-
ence of the Manor as a Centre‘could be
endangered ? Are there forces which could
destroy its life ? 1 think The Manor has
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been and still is and most probably always
will be threatened by disruptive forces
from without, and, where anyone makes it
possible, from within also. We must re-
member that the forces for gooq on this
planet are constantly in conflict with forces
for evil, and that these two are fairly evenly
matched.

Bulwarks Against Evil

Aggression, exploitation, sensuality,
cruelty and ugliness continue to find their
full expressions in the modern world.
Hence the very great importance of The
Theosophical Society with its note of
Brotherhood, and especially of the three
great Theosophical Centres of Adyar,
Huizen and Sydney. These are bulwarks
against evil, and as such are cqnstantly
threatened by the evil powers of this world.

The Manor has just emerged from a
very serious attack. Had it not been fqr
a most valiant and unyielding defence, this
Centre would have disappeared. We may
also assure ourselves that if victory is to
be sustained, a united front within The
Manor walls is absolutely necessary.

i i to
This brings me to the.second danger
The Manor, which consists of disloyalty

to our ideals and purposes within the house
itself. We all realize full well that in this
matter of loyalty to the Masters and to
Their appointed servants there can be no
half-way house. We also know full well
the karma of disloyalty and of being in
any way the agents through which disrup-
tive forces can attack and mar the Masters’
work. The words of Myers in his great
poem ““St. Paul ” are extremely apposite :

“Whoso hath felt the Spirit of the High.-
est,
Cannot confound nor doubt Him nor
deny :
Yea with one voice, o world, though thou
deniest,
Stand thou on that side, for on this
am L.”

Every one of us who is privileged to live
here carries in his hands both the success
of the work, and the honour of the great
cause for which the Centre has been
brought into existence.

Thus we may define The Manor as a
Centre of the spiritual life, a house of ful-
filment, an ashrama sacred and dedicated
to the highest spiritual ideals. The Manor
is a home, but above all, it seems to me
it is a place of self-illumination and of self-
training in the Masters’ service.

HEADQUARTERS' NOTICE—“TYPISTS WANTED"

[ want to get to heaven by a quick and
easy road,

[ want to be a cog that pulls a heavy load,

So that all the people see

How important I can be: |

A little cog,~—but such a heavy load

But when a friend says sadly

That typists are wanted badly, b

And that the first and perfect step upon the
heavenly way .

'8 to learn to tak? down neaétlly

3usiness letters, I say sweetly :

“That's not my worl¥,” and turn the other
way

\nd yet I sometimes wonder,
ndeed I often ponder

As to how the Great began their arduous
climb.

Is it really just a matter

Of stamps and office clatter

That opens doors to tasks far more sublime ?

If it is, then I must tussle

With machines and office bustle—

These steps upon the Path are very queer !
Typing seems the great demand,

- And even more, to write shorthand—

“ You could be very useful then, my dear |
—ANON,

Quite Right ! (Ed.)



Thrilled To Be On American
Soil

DDRESSING members of the Middle

Atlantic Federation at Baltimore dur-

ing his 1938 American tour, Dr, Arundale
said :

We have come here again partly in
order to renew our friendship with so many
friends throughout this great country, and
partly to try to give that which is appro-
priate for us to give on this particular
occasion. I need hardly say in what spirit
of friendliness and comradeship we both
of us come to the United States.

Heroes of Liberty

When we were approaching on the
Normandie, when we first had sight of the
American shore, I paid my respects to the
United States, and I thought of those who
have made this great country possible.
Then a little later, on the other side of the
vessel, I was saluted by (as we like to
think) the Statue of Liberty, so had to
salute back. I felt it to be my duty as
well as my pleasure.

When we stepped on American soil, we
felt a thrill. There is . something very
wonderful about the soil of every country.
So we came to pay our respects to the
American Nation.

As a young student of history, I could
not help thinking of those great persons
who established this Nation. I wondered
what they would think of it now. Supreme-
ly I thought of Abraham Lincoin, one
of the greatest of our heroes, one who
means extraordinarily much to me, and
whose statue at Washington is a wverit-
able, or should be a veritable, Mecca for
all Americans. This is certainly the most
highly magnetized place in America that
I have ever seen. We have wonderful
traditions, young though we be. The
Elder Brethren were pleased to establish
The Theosophical Society in this country.
And New York is the birthplace of The
Society.

To Everyone His Own Theosophy

On the whole everything is going well
in The Society. The membership is on
the increase. The serious members of
The Society realize that the world is in
urgent need of Theosophy at the present
time. We should put forth every effort to
give that practical Theosophy to the world
which will help the world out of its diffi-
culties and troubles.

A friend in New York said she thought
we had got down to ‘“common sense
Theosophy.” She thinks that now the
glamour is gone, and that common sense
has taken its place. It is certainly true that
we are beginning to get down to common
sense. Theosophy as it belongs to each
one of us is applicable to our everyday life.
We are coming to that little by little.
That is the note of the New Cycle. Not
so much collective Theosophy as individ}zal
Theosophy—each individual discovering
his own Theosophy for himself.

Who Is King?

There can be no greater or more im-
portant thing for the stability of The
Society than that each member should
thrill with his own Theosophy and should
see to it that his Theosophy is as .muc.h a
part of his emotions as a part of his mxpd.
We are slaves to the mind. We think
there is nothing else but the mind. We
think the mind is the highest consciousness
that we possess. That is profoundly
untrue. Take care to see that we do not
stop short at the mind or we will stagnate.
“"The Mind is the Slayer of the Real.” It
is perfectly true. The mind must be the
servant and not the king.

Particularly stress Theosophy as not
only an intellectual study, but also as of
emotional and aspirational value. You
must not stop with Theosophy as mind.
The mind is just the plaything <_>f pgople
at a certain stage of human evolution. We
cannot help but admire what man has
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achieved through the discoveries of the
mind, but there are higher regions of con-
sciousness which are disclosed through
Theosophy to the student of that science.

Pictures of Adyar

Dr. Arundale then spoke a few words
concerning the exquisite coloured film of

Adyar which was shown later. He also
expressed his appreciation of the fine work
Mr. Pond had done for Adyar Day.

The film was shown and explained by
Shrimati Rukmini Devi. This was followed
by an informal reception where the many
members present were able to meet her and
the President.

UV S

The Song

Love Enters the Castle of the Heart

HE Soul beat at the gates of Love's
garden, crying: * Love, Love, long
have I called you. Why will you not come
to the castle of my heart ? ” ‘
Love tenderly answered: “ Each time
you called, I came, but fled, for you keep
at the gates of your fortress the cruel
warders—Harsh Judgment and Self-Suffi-
ciency, and they shot arrows at me when-
ever I came near.”

“ Come, O Love, with me,” the Soul
joyfully cried. *“I will gpmiss those guards
that you may enter in.”” And Love trust-
ingly followed her into the fortress of her
heart.

But near the innermost door there lurked
the age-old guardians of her shrine—Doubt
and Suspicion, and they stabbed Love a
foul, near-mortal blow before she could
stay their hands. Then indeed mourned
the Soul and with her tears bathed the face
of Love, long nursing him tenderly.

The Soul Goes Forth

At long last Love was able to enter the
shrine of her being, and dwelt for many
lives within that sacred sanctuary, teaching
the Soul of his ways, and enfolding her in
his shining aura, until at last he said :

“ Go forth, O Soul taught of Love, and
seek to carry the gleam of Love into the
fortresses of other souls.”

Gladly the Soul set forth on her mission.
But after many days, she returned with
downcast eyes. '

“ How have you fared, O Child of My
Heart ? " asked Love.

“] have entered not one other fortress.
Everywhere they are barred by the same
cruel guards I kept of old at the doors

Of Love

of my own fortress, and they do shoot
at me cruel arrows as I approach.”

“1 will teach thee a song,” said Love,
“that will woo to sleep these fortress
guardians : .

“ We are of one Blood, one Source

one Goal,” chanted Love.

The Bitter-Sweet Lesson of Love

Again went forth the Soul with her song,
and Love followed after.

But he came upon the Soul sobbing
bitterly before an opened castle door.

W “Why are you crying,” Love asked.

Has not your song wooed the guards to
sleep and opened the iron gates ? "

“O Love, they slept, and as I sang thy
song, the doors of the castle swung open
and the Prince of the Castle, a radiant
being, came forth, and called in—not me,
but another. O Love, I am bereft indeed.”

Then sternly Love spake: “Did you
then think for that I gave you the song
of my love? O foolish Soul, when the
doors opened, with that other, you could
have entered the castle, for Love knows
no ‘others, only ‘One.’ Such is my
bit‘gerest but of all balms the sweetest.

Sing thy song at all doors. Enough
that the fortress doors open and one enters.
Then truly willst thou partake of my
essence, and will 1 dwell always in thy
innermost shrine and sing through thee the
song of my being.”

The Soul arose with shining eyes and
strong heart, with Love's sweetest balm
flowering, and went forth with her love-
song: :
* We are of one Blood,

One Source,

One Goal.”

“JasoN "
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1f there were a singlé inciividual who was
cial host to the dklagates at Zagreb, it
be Mme. Jglisava Vavra, General
nelre elavia, who writes :
“’l.g&dﬂg'-ﬁﬁk over the eventful days
of the Fiitopéan Congress at Zagreb this
year, we are impressed by the wealth of
Theosophical life they brought to all of
us. And now, still deeply affected by the
experience, it is with courage and renewed
vigour that we return to continue our work
—-in an atmosphere of joy and serenity.

“We were all most profoundly moved
to our inmost being by the masterly pres-
ence of our President, Dr. George S. Arun-
dale, and of Shrimati Rukmini Devi, and
I am sure our souls have acquired a fuller
understanding of the subtle meaning of
life, while, at the same time, there has
been in our hearts a stirring of intuition,
that wonderful faculty of synthesis.

“ Such was the effect of the contact we
had with all our friends gathered to achieve
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K'::‘::“A NEW BEGINNING ”
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in the name of The Society the realization
of the potent forces of the Divine Light
which is Theosophy.

“Touched to the innermost, we vaten
our heartfelt gratitude to all our belove
friends who, by their help, contributed t
the wonderful success of the Congress, an
enabled us to penetrate a little further int
that spirit which leads on to a new begin
ning in life.

“ We feel that a new era of wiser conduc
and better living is approaching, which wi
are now able to meet and welcome witl
increased vigour and greater enthusiasm

while we bear on high the flag of ou
Masters.

“ Having had this experience of the sub
lime spirit of Brotherhood and Friendship
we all realize that the work for Theosophy
and for the Masters of the Wisdom is the
most glorious work that can be done fo
the world, and that we are highly privilegec
to be allowed to perform our share of it.”

. “THROUGH RUSSIAN EYES "

From Dr. Anna Kamensky, General
Secretary for Russia Qutside Russia: In
the August number of THE THEOSOPHI-
cAL WORLD, under the above heading,
there is a definite statement that facts
mentioned in my article “ Through Russian
Eyes” in the April issue are not accurate,
that they were real only in the years im-
mediately succeeding the Revolution. The
writer goes so far as to say: “It is not
true that Russia is in the throes of hunger,
disease and misery.”

I do not wish to enter into new polemics,
especially as the writer is so sure he knows
the situation better than we Russians, who
have parents, brothers and children in
Russia! 1 am only sorry he writes in such
an aggressive way, forgetting that we may
believe or not believe in certain facts, we
may be even utterly opposed in our views,
yet we must remain friends and utter our
views with courtesy. A time Jyill j:ome,
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when the veil thrown on the Soviet system
will fall, and then idealists, who believe
that such a system can be an “ example of
practical Christianity,” will see their error.
If they listened with greater attention to the
voices of those who fly from Russia, they
would be doubtful as to the achievements
of this * wonderful system,”

All those who have some sense of history
will recognize that revolutions, in spite
of their horrors, have brought necessary
changes in human life, but we cannot praise
them, as long as horrors are going on. As
Theosophists, we cannot endorse methods
of hate and violence; but many socialists
are so much in love with fine democratic
formulas that often they do not see that
such formulas, beautiful on paper, are not
really applied to life.

The Upanishads say : “ Truth conquers,
not untruth.” So let us trust the Good Law.
Truth shall shine and conquer untruth.

NZE 2ot -

Theosophists And Civic Life

A THRIVING LODGE AT BRISBANE

N most cities a Theosophical lecturer
is asked or warned to keep the word
Theosopby out of his title and subject mat-
ter when addressing outside movements.
It is a refreshing experience therefore first
to be invited to speak to many public
bodies and introduced as a Theosophist,
and second to be asked to broadcast twice
a week, to be regularly announced as a
Theosophist and to have no limitation placed
either upon one’s title or subject matter.

Further, after every broadcast the ensu-
ing public lecture and study classes are
fully announced by a station official. This
has been my experience in Brisbane,
Queensland, and naturally 1 sought for an
explanation. I have found it, I think, in
the fact that the Brisbane Lodge takes its
Theosophy outside the Lodge in practical
service to the community.

Here is a list of civic activities in which
Theosophists have taken leading parts :

The Order of Service has for years held
a recognized place among the organiza-
tions working along social and humani-
tarian lines. This is demonstrated by the
fact that it was chosen from among other
bodies as likely to administer ““ The Hos-
pice” (a home for retired gentlewomen)
to the best advantage. The owner, who
was not a Theosophist, and while yet alive
made it a gift in perpetuity on the condition
that annually a fete was held in aid of
animal welfare.

The Order of Service continues to make
annual grants to public charities. Recently
it collected £35 and 350 garments for the
relief of distressed Chinese.

One member is a former Commonwealth
Senator, known to the public as a Theos-
ophist, lectures on Theosophy, assisted
Dr. Besant on her Australian tours, was
responsible for the passing of Common-
wealth legislation extending the franchise
to Indian residents in Australia.

The Educational Fraternity, recently be-
come a branch of the New Education Fel-
lowship, was founded and inspired by Theos-

ophists, who for many years carried on its
activities.

The Playground Association and the
Creche and Kindergarten Association were
in their initial organization strongly sup-
ported by Theosophists, working on the
councils, in active offices, etc.

Women of the Lodge support various
feminist organizations and, at present,
strongly support the League of Women
Voters (non-party).

The members are prominently associated
with and some hold office in the Victoria
League.

Two members are active workers in
peace bodies. One act securing recognition
for its importance, was the publication at
the time of the Abyssinian conflict of a
pamphlet “ Britain’s Lead to the World
for Peace,” several thousands being distrib-
uted. Three members have broadcast
and spoken for peace bodies, two are on
the Executive of the League of Nations
Union.

The success of the practice of crema-
tion in Brisbane has Yeen phenomenal—
it is attributed partly td years of press cor-
tespondence and public propaganda on the
part of a member who is now secretary of
the Brisbane Crematorium,

In the realm of music, one member,
gifted as a teacher of pianoforte, was an
influence in the Music Teachers' Associa-
tion and on the local representative body of
Trinity College. Consequently, examiners
of Trinity College have lectured from our
platform.

The Lodge at times invites City men,
experts, men with ideals and a brother-
hood message, to use our Sunday public lec-
ture session to contact the public.

Members of the Brisbane Lodge, it
seems to me, are setting a splendid
example to us all in thus establishing
harmonious relations with their fellow-
citizens and in demonstrating to the City
theG pgctical value of applied Theosophy,
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NEW OFFICERS IN EUROPE

The new General Secretary of the Euro- was General Secretary for ten yea
pean Federation, Mr, J. E. van Dissel,
has already rendered great service to the
Federation as its Treasurer. He has also
been a member of the Executive Committee
of the Netherlands Section, and was the
first President of the Lodge at Eindhoven,
the place of his birth, and where he still
resides. He joined The Society in 1920.
Mr. Labberton, the new Treasurer, is
well known for his executive ability—he

spoke fluently four native tongues in

as Professor of Literature at Keog

He is now living near Huizen.

rs in

Java and bhuilt up the Section on broad
principles ; for his scholarship—as professor
of native languages at Batavia College, he

addi-

tion to Japanese, Russian, French, German,
Dutch, English; he was invited to Japan

ijuku

University for two years, and he helped at
Adyar in the publication of Pranava Vada.
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December 1938

SIXTY YEARS OF GLORIOUS LIFE

THE PRESIDENT AS FOREST-DWELLER
1st December 71878-1938

HE whole of our worldwide
Theosophical Society, its
30,000 members, and many of
his well-wishers in the outer
world, will join today in offering
homage and hearty congratula-
tions to the President on his
60th birthday.

We are surprised, looking back over
the President’s public work, to note the
variety of first-class activities in which
he has been engaged, all preparing him
for and converging on the Presidentship
of The Theosophical Society. Ten years
at the Central Hindu College, in which
this became one of the most famous edu-
cational institutions in India. Official
services in the education depirtment to
the Mahmiﬂ-,.of Kashmir and to the
Ma+* ' Principal of the
Y St ‘¢ Madras, which
' &M‘wfﬁ“lﬁig‘o‘[‘ W. wis causa the

vs, his diploma
TNBS B o

anath Tagore,
sation blossomed
w198 L8y

hancellor. The
£l School in 1934
and-. ecoming, which em-

bodies his ideals of education for
kingship. :

Then we think of his political
activities, his organizing of Dr. -
Besant's All-India Home Rule -
Campaign, his reawakening of
the spirit of patriotism and civic
service in Australia, and his recent gift to
the American nation of The New Citizen
Dledge calling the people to higher ideals
of civic duty. Today he is calling the
National Ministers of India to “ lead the
Indian people into a more virile nation-
hood than they have so far known.” These
phases of his work, and many others of
course, are consummated in the world
work in which he is engaged at the pres-
ent moment, ’

Four years have gone since Dr. Arun-
dale succeeded to the Presidential office
—four strenuous and productive years,
pioneering a new road, as every President
must, and more for consolidating and
building up The Theosophical Society
from within than for making outward
impacts on the public. This he had al-

_ready done in four of the five continents

before he was elected President, and his
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. Klelement has been in spread-
?::5%(}1llezgf)gﬁy a$ the Science of Life, and
the Scienge pf-liife’s two great expressions,
Freedom d'E;;(er;dshl_p, in developing and
deepeniftinderstanding throughout The
= ;X axd reticulating these frorln Tl;e S}o-
. ‘every corner of the world. In the
'%S.:Snceu:)f Theosophy are to be _found the

solutions of the great problems whxch.hargss
the world in every department of its l!fe,
and The Society's proficiency in applying
these, under the President's energetic influ-
ence, is apparent in the will to peace among
the Great Powers, and the peaceful negoti-
ation of a far greater danger than menaced
the world in 1914,

The Years Ahead

Surveying events in the West i{x recent
months, we are convinced that our Spmtugl
{.eague of Nations, which The Theospphl-
cal Society is in very truth, is a living
weapon which the Eider Brethren can use,
and did use to sublime purpose in the crisis of
September. Innumerable agencies for peace
contributed to that striking epoch, but none,
we have good reason to believe, more po-
tently than our Band of Servers, many of
them yogis working in the outer w_orld,
trained to exercise both mind and will to
spiritual ends in the service of the Adepts.
In our President we recognize Their inter-
preter, our field-marshal in Their holy
warfare, leading us to triumph as we en-
able Their will to prevail in the world.
Four years have gone—years of industry
and singleness of purpose, and 1938 has
been the supreme test of the work. Three
years remain before his present term ex-
pires, years no doubt we shall.see of larger
plans and deeper understanding, years in
which the world will be brought to realize
in more appreciable measure t_hat Theos-
ophy holds the resolution of its perple_x-
ities, the cure of its ills, and the key. to its
salvation. We will not tempt Providence
by speculating on the future: I.t is enough
to appreciate and cherish him in the pres-
ent, to wish him the vigorous heglth_ whicha
President needs—and no less his gifted and
beautiful consort—to express the A_rcl;etypal
Plan, that the world through his instru-
mentality may literally grow in grace apd

in the wisdom of those Elders w}:o are its
Perfect Servants, and to whose fmt_hful and
willing service he is so utterly dedicated.

THE THEOSOPHICAL WORLD
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A Religious Ceremony -

The completion of sixty years of life in
this incarnation will be celebrated by the
President in a suitable manner. Thqugh
not born a Hindu, he is sufficiently Hindu
in spirit to wish to recogn.ize thg event as
closely as possible to the Hindu rite, adgpt-
ing it to his own particular dharma. Sixty
years is a passable lease of life for an}i
average individual to be devoutly thankfl;
for, especially if the life hag been one of def-
inite achievement, and it is such thankfu!-
ness that a Hindu religiously expresses at hl.S
Shastipurti celebration, the word Shasti-
purti signifying sixty years cqmplet_ed.

The President is associating with the
Shastipurti ceremony the stage 1n the far}rl)-
ily life of a Hindu under the_scheme of the
Manu, described as the Vanapre_zstha, or
the Forest-Dweller. After the life of the
household, the householder retired to the
comparative quietude of ?he woods, but the
President’s retirement will be more figura-
tive than literal. The purpose of the_house-
holder's solitary meditation was to @scover
within himself the Great Self, which, the
scriptures enjoin, could not be real!y undgr-
stood ““in that mixed conversation with
others which keeps the small self active,
preventing thereby the dawn of the Great
Self.” In modern days thg appropna;g
shape of the householder’s retirement wou1
be the life of public work without worldly
remuneration. In different places g.nd cir-
cumstances, the forms may be different,
but the underlying principle must be.ug-
selfish service. The forest_-dwgller mig tl
even be a member of a Leg1slat1ve Coungx
—it was not Manu's will that anyone n;_
any stage of life should be careles? o
the commonweal, noteven, p_resunéab'y, a
President of The Theosgphxcal }?'Clletby.
And it is singularly apposite that whi e“‘ﬁ y
the due performance of the .self-§acr1 ce
the embodied self takes its third birth, the
birth of initiation into the- high mysten;s
of yoga in this stage of Vanap'rast;;a, tb?

President should at this very time be pu
lishing Symbolic qua, a pef
which has given him a profd
conception, and a new sense.
the world in w B
which he will &%
even the wo?c}l:?d
the forest of his sPivgy
as far as we may trus
Master's ashrama.—J.

i3
. . L1
The President's Dedica

A letter addressed to the Jour thousand members of
through the Lodge Secretaries and members of the Section

VERY dear brethren of the Indian Sec-
tion of The Theosophical Society :

I take the liberty of addressing you on
the occasion of the approach on December
Ist of my sixtieth birthday, of my entry
into that period of life associated with the
principle of renunciation, marking in life a
new period and a new outlook.

I feel very conscious that I am in fact
entering a new stage of that dedication to
the Masters which, in this life, I associate
with my return in 1902 to the cherished
service of Dr. Annie Besant. For some
time past [ have been preparing for entry
into this final stage of activity on the
physical plane in this incarnation, less by
renunciation—in worldly goods I have long
ago given all I had to give—more by such
deeper dedication which I may be capable

of offering to the Masters, to Their work,
to Their Society.

If permitted, I am eager to mark such
entry by a year’s service to India, visiting
as many places as I can throughout the
country, and seeking to vivify everywhere
the spirit of Dr. Besant—India’s greatest
daughter of modern days. She was indeed
the mother of India’s renaissance in every
department of India's life—in religion, in
education, in social life, in politics. And I
make bold to say that Dr. Besant's spirit
was never more needed in India than it is
today, despite the fact that the renaissance
is in full swing. There is very present the
danger lest the soul of India be ignored in
the hurry to give her a status equal to that
of every other country in the world. India
must be free in terms of her own soul. She
must never become a copy of the West either
in politics, in her governmental forms, or in

other departments of her life. Dr. Besant
knew well the danger. She was more truly
Indian than almost any actual child of the
soil. She lived and worked and died to
make India Indian according to the stature
of her ancient greatness. Her addresses,

Ju Ve
Qura

NS ?:_J'
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¢ Indian Section
Council.

her policies, her Commonwealth of India
Bill for example, her very personal life it-
self—all were to the end of India’s regenera-
tion in the spirit of her eternities, and

not that India might become but a west-
ern East.

I hope to offer a year of work in India
to intensify this spirit, for I am sure that
only an Indian India—an India great in
the measure of her own unique genius—
can be a free India, or can give to the
world the example it so sorely needs. It
is hardly an exaggeration to say that
the world is in its present condition of
unrest, in which brutal tyranny, false
pride and the spirit of war are undermining
the very fabric of our civilization, largely
because India still remains unfree, is still
enslaved in foreign forms and customs, is
not yet her own true and glorious self.
When India at last lives as India and
speaks to the world with a voice from
which all foreign inflexions are free, then
only shall the world emerge from darkness
to enter the light of her new life.

~As I myself approach my Shastiabdi
Purti, 1 can think of no greater privilege
than to dedicate its first year to the land
which has adopted me, and to which I owe
more than I can ever repay.

I ask you, dear brethren, to wish me
well in my new adventure, and to give me
the blessing and strength of your co-opera-
tion. And if you too feel the spirit move
you, then may I ask you in the name of
our revered and beloved President-Mother
also to dedicate yourselves to your Mother.
land during the coming year:? May I ask
you too to renew in yourselves the spirit
of our great leader and to release it to the
greater glory of India the Mother of the
world ? A year's devoted work just now,
in such departments of India’s life as may
be open to you, may well help India to
remain true to her age-old self, to be Indian
in the noblest sense of the word, and to
avoid the pitfall of becoming sicklied o'er
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with a pale and unnatural cast of foreignism,
into which pitfall some of her prominent
men are leading her even now, though I
hope unconsciously.

1 salute you, brethren, in all affection
and loyalty on this birthday of our beloved
Society, November 17th, It is an auspicious
day for the sending forth of this letter, and
a happy augury for my own Shastiabd;
Purti, for I have been a member of The

DECEMBER

Society for over forty-three years, and have
found my peace and happiness in its mem-
bership and in the heights and depths of
the mighty Science of Theosophy.

Very fraternally yours,

lorgp et

Adyar, November 17th, 1938

The President Returns To Adyar

WELCOME PARTY UNDER THE BANYAN TREE

€« ELCOME Home " was the leg-

end emblazoned in golden letters
on a brilliant red banner overhanging the
main gate of the Adyar compound when
the President and Shrimat; Rukmini Devi

a{rived home on Wednesday, November 9,
Time, 6.25 a.m.

What a comfort to be home again, to
be b_ack in a civilized country,” said the
PFeSldent as he descended from the car to
witness ?.nd be blessed by the traditional
ceremonies on the road arranged by the
boys and ‘gir]s of the Olcott Memorial and
neighbouring village schools, Scholars
lined the roadway to the Headquarters
Hall_, and gave hearty cheers as the Presi-
dential party passed.

In ghe main hall were some hundreds of
Adyarians and school children, delighted
to welcome back Dr. and Mrs. Arundale
who moved about among their o}d friends
exchanging greetings. The children pressed
close round Mr. Shankara Menon, the head-
Mmaster of the Besant Memorial School
happy to see him after so long an absence:

The Bombay maj) steamed into Centr
at 5.5§ and the President and Shrin::::il
R}kalm Devi were immediately loaded
with garlands, symbols of loyalty and
omage from the members of the various
departments at Adyar. It was thrilling to
nd $0 many friends on the station so
early in the morning. Then appeared the
Headmaster, then Mr. and Mrs, Chase,

then Mr. van de Poll and other membf?f:
of the party—Mr. Donald Chase, Mis
Hunt, Miss Makey and Mrs. Gray.

A group of Boys Scouts formed a Guard

of Honour as the President emerged from

the station, after being photograpl}ed t:)y
newspapermen. The Madras Mail ani
duced a fine picture, in which Rukn'“st
Devi, radiantly smiling, looked the happi€ "
not only of *“ our group ' but on the who
picture page.

Yoga Symbols

Immediately on entering his Omce't.tf}:ﬁ
President found on his desk a b°f":n_'ne_
image of his Yoga Symbols—a weé c‘ates-
home gift from his Adyar aSSPCiakes
Standing about five inches high, llt*‘lo wer
the form of a twelve-petalled Lotus t its
in cream ivory with a faint rose tmr:)se‘
stem an ivory Tau, growing out of “w
wood globe, Circling the square roze'nlay:
base on which the globe rests, 1n gol lm A
are the President's words in his poe
Aton, Lord of the Sun:

ifice
“ From the Seed of Thy Sacrificé
To the Flower of Thy Triumpbh

- ident’s
The idea originated from tl;; :’“’;‘dstm

comment in a roof-talk that o
Cross is the Lotus Bud and the '1;:“‘01 3
Lotus Flower. As the Svutlkasymbo[s
inlaid also on the base, all Seven

are represented.
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“THE ANCIENTS AND THE MODERNS ”

Under the ever hospitable Banyan
Tree in The Society’s Headquarters at
Adyar, the President and Shrimati Rt}k-
mini Devi and members of their touring
party were entertained at tea on November
13 by the Adyar Lodge, the Adyar Youth
Lodge, and the Combined Lodges of
Madras.

After the President and Shrimati Ruk-
mini Devi had been garlanded, Mr. A. J.
Hamerster, President of the Adyar Lodge,
welcomed Dr. Arundale and party on be-
half of the Combined Lodges, humorously
contrasting the adult and youth members
as “ the ancients and the moderns.” Mr.
Hamerster claimed that if any qredxt_ were
due for the success of the function, it was
due to the organization and supervision of
the “ moderns.”

. Hamerster’s welcome was reinforced
byMIJIr. Sitarama Shastri (President of the
Agastya Lodge); Rao Bahadur Nara-
simham Pantulu (President of the Com-
bined Lodges of Madras)t who reviewed
with appreciation the entire tour of the
President; and Mr. Conrad Woldringh
(President of the Vasanta Youth Lodge of
Adyar), who referred to the return of the
“two Presidents,” Rukmini Devi being
the President of the World Federation of

Young Theosophists.

RUKMINI DEVI:

Responding to the heartfel.t gxpres.siox_ms
of weliome, Shrimati Rukmini Devi said
in part: _

“ | am extremely happy to be back home.
Of course, there is no place rea.lly' hk'e
home, but I do not think n.xy.partlahty is
due only to the fact that it is home, l?ut
really because there is no other place like
Adyar, and I do feel it _intensely. You
get such a sense of relaxation and freedom
to be back here. .

s i e coming year

I hope that during the co .
we shall be working very much in India.
“ i i nhappy place,
Europe is a mlserat'ﬂy unh:
and so ofg; one comes directly into contact
with people who are going t%;oughf s?hr:xn\;};
happiness and misery. e unfo
:l?ing‘pli)s that we cannot do gnougl;’ fo;a all
those people who are suffering. [erhaps

2

in India we may try to express ourselves
even if we cannot change the world.

“ That is something I should say at least
that the ‘moderns’ ought to establish in
Adyar. It is my keen desire and thought
after returning from Europe: that while
we are enjoying this peaceful atmosphere
we should express it very much more in
the future.

“Thank you all for your very kind
welcome.”

THE PRESIDENT :

“I need hardly say that I am most
thankful to be home again, and it wasa very
great pleasure and happiness to me to hear
the very kind words of welcome both of the
‘ ancients’ and of the ‘moderns’. Of course,
Rukmini is a modern, and I suppose no one
will quarrel with me for suggesting that I
am an ancient. On the other hand, I do
not feel as ancient as I look, though perhaps
Rukmini feels more ancient than she looks.

Rukmini Devi—“1 have an ancient
soul ! ”

The President: “ While we have had
a most strenuous tour, a really very hard.
working tour, which we had to undertake
under very distressing conditions practi-
cally everywhere, we are indeed, from
one point of view, thankful to be back
in the regenerating peace of Adyar. Per-
sonally 1 feel full of energy, of enthusi-
asm, I am straining at the leash to get on
with the work that lies before us during
the coming year. However ancient I may
look, I feel as if I were a ‘ modern ancient.’
Rukmini here claims to have an ancient
soul, and so may have all the other moderns,
but my ancient soul appears in an ancient
body, and every gray hair and wrinkle pro-
claims me to have existed in the human
kingdom from time immemorial, I would
almost say. And as an ancient modern or
modern ancient I feel a tremendous urge
to work, and I am hoping after the Inter-
national Convention in Benares to be able
to throw myself into the many duties that
will await me for 1939,

“I know I have the very generous and
gracious support of you all.  Without it ]
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could not work, because without it I could
not be happy. You make me happy, and
when an indi.vidual is happy he can acl’ﬂeve
so many things. 1 have come home to
happiness, and, therefore, 1 am sure, {o
eager and ardent work ip the servicé of
this great Motherland of the world which
peeds all the help we can give, 50 that she
in her own good time, may become in k’tcé
that which she certainly spiritually i, |

DECEMBER

“T am grateful for all that has been
done in Adyar during our absence, for al
the happiness and peace that has continue
bere, and especially am 1 grateful to my
two deputies for having carried on theit
responsible work so finely. Thank you
all, dear friends, for vour welcome, and
can assure you we shall all go forward to-
gether in the Masters’ service to the wor
that awaits us.”

Great Days

Huizen, October 12,

FR(I))M Miss E. Hunt - Yesterday the
Dot resident and Shrimati Rukmini
evi ’thh Mr. ;md Mrs. Coats left in Mr
Coats’ car for.b'\\"it'/.erlnnd. Mr. Shnnk'xrz;
i\gﬁg&n t?vas vns:itmg Brussels to see some
'ere and will join the arty lat
ggt hSk;b}-a(nar;)ia Sastri (Rukn?ini yD:v?'rs'
€r) 1s 1m Paris ang will join
Strathaird. M., and Mrs. thaseuzsmodnl\slhre

_ be comin

{V)\}t?t Mrs. van Eeghen instead of Mrsg.
1ttop-Koning—the latter is advised b

her doctor not to come. ¢

Our leaderg have b
een here with u
Vasar_ltg House 'for fifteen days, Mosi 2;
In the house left after

S were aver, but some
stayed on, [t hag been splendid to live

all together, in daily conta 1
.Presydent and Rukmini Devj, CtAswylrglu z:e
magine there has been much fun, Thirs‘
évas' necessary, for everyone felt the strain
ungg the days of the internationa] crisis.
(s e day the Four Powers met at Munich
eptember 29) wag S, Michael's Day : it
was remarkable here, The services of 'the
urch were ful] of power, and the Sacra.

the special meeting

t this specia] atheri
at the Centre had been arrangegl jus;r;%

this time-—he thou

t | ' ght there had

;gner Intention in thig arrangemex?te.engg
© one or two days of the crisis everyone

At Huizen

felt lifted above his own personal womfs
in the face of the grave menace to WO
peace, and during those days all did thetf
best to make our gatherings useful.
To be on the Continent at such a t‘“::’
was an experience not easily to be f?:e
gotten. In his last talk at the Centre ¢
President spoke of the inner work ©
gathering as 'an act of tapas,’” an .
gave a truly great conception of the powe
and possibilities of such an act. . vi
Often in the mornings Rukmini Dee
spoke at the Centre meditation circle—3
was always simple, direct and trué ane
hers was an invaluable contribution to ¢ p
sum total of the gathering. One eveg’,“n
she gave a demonstration of the Indid
dance, and this was a great treat to ma.rg"
of us who had not before had an opportun!
of seeing her work. )
One of the guests of the President o
Rukmini Devi at Vasanta House W "
General Tokarzewski from Poland. .
all loved him, and felt his leaving us vfter
much. He was not able to come untl_llﬁtlheu
the special meetings were over, as unti ible
the international crisis made it lmp"ssn .
for him to leave his country. He Cof"miind
4000 officers and 30,000 men. He is 3 a0
of father to The Theosopl};iclal gocnety
its kindred movements in Poland. —
Among other guests of the ?resn&el:'
were three lady General Secretarxqs-—s erge
Adelaide Gardner from England, Miss 0
Brisy from Belgium, and Miss
Selevér from Hungary.
Mr. and Mrs. Gale from Scotlam:n W‘::
here also, and Professor and Mrs. v
Stok and Miss Hilda van der Stok.

and

Our World News Service

TO YOUR FREEDOM, ADD
FRIENDSHIP

OMMUNICATING his “ very broth-
erly greetings” to the Hungarian
Convention held at Budapest, November
6, the President wrote to the Hungarian
General Secretary, Miss Flora Selevér:

“We are living in extremely difficult
times, and life for the individual is no
less difficult than life for a nation. My
word to my Hungarian brethren would
be that above all else they must guard
from danger of disrupting the spirit of
universal friendship. A nation must be
stropg in the mutual friendship of its
citizens. The world must be strong in
the mutual friendship of its constituent
nations. Qur Theosophical Society star‘xds
for such friendship, for understanding
and goodwill. I most sincerely trust
that Hungary with her great t'radmons
will ever stand for nobler national and
international ideals, even though I know
well that the suffering imposed upon her
as a result of the World War must be
redressed before she can be free and
happy. There is a great future for the
Hungarian people if to the recovery of
their rightful freedom they add a strong
spirit of friendship.”

A BUDDHIST KING VISITS
THE MUSAEUS COLLEGE

His Majesty the King of Siam, his mother
and sister and brother, with the lords and
ladies in waiting honoured our Mu§aeus
College and Schools at Colombo with a
visit on their way to Siam from Europe on
the morning of the 5th November. On
arrival at the College the boy King an.d the
Queen-Mother, and Mr. Beauchamp, the
Siamese Consul at Colombo, who ac-
companied the royal party, were gar.lan.ded
by Mr. Peter de Abrew and the principal
of the College, Miss Nimalasuria. The
royal visitors were conducted over the

institution, and were much impressed with
the educational work being done.

DEATH OF MR. H. G.
MASSINGHAM

Sitting in his chair at the end of Septem-
ber, commenting on the grave situation
in Europe, Mr. Henry G. Massingham,
pioneer electrician and Theosophist, sud-
denly became silent, leaned back and pass-
ed over. He had reached the age of 87
with little diminution of his great natural
vigour. A Brighton newspaper says that
he went out daily, he kept up a lively con-
versation, his eye was bright, and his com-
plexion was that of a youth. Nature had
endowed him with exceptional vitality, and
he accounted for his clarity by his strict
vegetarianism.

In 1910, when Mr. Massingham went to
Brighton, he turned his home into a vege-
tarian guest-house, started a food reform
society and took active part in animal wel-
fare. He called his house Adyar, and his
hotel Benares.

Before he espoused vegetarianism, Mr.
Massingham pioneered the practical appli-
cation of electricity to huge lighting pro-
jects. He was the first to light a cathedral
with electricity—Bristol in 1880 (he was
born at Bristol in 1850). He was also
first to successfully light a town in England
—Taunton, Somerset, which was lit on
12 December 1885. He also installed
electric light at Bath and Exeter, and other
English cities. London had discontinued
electric lighting because of constant breaks
in continuity, and sent a special committee
to examine the Taunton system ; after an
exhaustive study electric lighting was re-
established in London. In consequence
of his success Mr. Massingham was invited
to become a member of the Committee of
Electric Engineering of the London Cham.
ber of Commerce.

In his 85th year he was entertained by
the people of Taunton at a dinner to cele-
brate the golden jubilee of street lighting
by electricity in that city. :

(Continued on page 323)
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Theosophists And The World
Crisis
THE QUESTION OF NEUTRALITY

BY THE PRESIDENT

(Talk to a group of students at Adyar)

Adyar: The World Centre

I AM very glad to be here again, brethren,

and to see you all. I have been
throughout our tour very conscious of the
fact that much of one's strength is derived
through Adyar. Not only has our party
looked upon Adyar as the great Centre
of our Theosophical work, but in quite
definitely increasing measure, members of
The Theosophical Society, wherever we
have been, are becoming Adyar-conscious.
They are beginning to realize more and
more what Adyar is, for what Adyar
stands, and how Adyar is the very heart of
our ’I_‘heosophical being. Very fine work
in 'thlS connection has been done in the
United States of America particularly. I
do not think that there is any land more
conscious of Adyar than the United States,
though, of course, many of the eastern
countries of Europe, themselves eastern
from so many points of view, look to
Adyar as their spiritual Mecca, | feel,
therefore, that Adyar is more and more
entering into the hearts and the lives of
our brethren throughout the world.

That makes our responsibility all the
greater in that we have to keep the Masters’
Adyar as strong and as wise, as peaceful
and‘as pure as we possibly can, We must
realize that Adyar is a great World Centre,
a great International Centre. It has its
being in India, true, but it belongs to the
whole world. We must never forget that.

Our Duty in Crises

Since we have been away the world has
passed through a very great crisis. I do
not think that any of us realized what the
nature of that crisis would be, although
most of us anticipated that there would be

some kind of upheaval which might or
might not lead to war. At such a time as
this, therefore, in the midst of crises as we
still are, The Theosophical Saciety and the
Theosophists have a very grave responsl-
bility, one that should weigh heavily on
each of us. Each of us should be acutely
conscious of our individual responsibility
for world affairs, not merely for national
but world affairs. However much a mem-
ber of The Society may belong to a partic-
ular faith or country, he has an inter-
national being, and should endeavour to
utilize the powers which are entrusted to
him through his membership, directing
them by the wisdom of his Theosophy to
the helping of the world, even though such
help may doubtless begin at home.

Universality-cum-Neutrality

I have been much moved to think at such
a time as this that possibly The Theosophi-
cal Society might well have good and great

cause to abandon its neutrality. You know

how carefully we cherish and have pherished
that neutrality, how important it is that we

should be entirely universal. But I am

almost driven to the conclusion nowadays,
with the world as it is, that that neutrality
has only been commanded to us in order
that we might be able effectively to pre-
serve the universality. It is not easy for
an individual to be universal if he is not
neutral. It is much more difficult for
him to have a spirit of universality 17
him if at the same time in particular
directions he feels he has to make specific
pronouncements, to commit himself to some
particular line or policy. I have been
very much exercised during these last
two or three months as to whether the
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universality which must be preserved at all
costs—we owe it to the First Object of The
Society—necessarily means a clinging to
neutrality : whether, on due occasion we
ought not to put our membership to the
test by abandoning our neutrality at least
in the specific direction indicated. I bave
only thought this, because it is so grave a
question that one dare not for the moment
do more than think about it.

But since this recent terrible persecution
of the Jews in Germany, on account 9f
the assassination of a German diplomatl.c
representative in Paris, it seems to me as if
on such an overwhelming and obvious occa-
sion it might be proper for the General
Council of The Society to declare officially
its strongest condemnation of such persecu-
tion. Are members of The Theosophical
Society sufficiently mu’versal'to bq able
to make specific condemnations in an

impersonal spirit ?

Are We Impersonal ?

So often when we are agitated, when
our emotions are strong, when we fgel
bitterly perhaps, the whole of our being
goes with the bitterness and with the strong
feeling, and we lose our universality. T}}ere
is nothing more precious to The Society
than its universality, but I think there may
be something more precious to The Society
than its neutrality. I do not know whe;her
I could have thought this befqre. I belzqve
I ought to have thought it in connection
with other events, but I mx.ssed my opportu-
nity. We are always m‘issm.g opportunities,
but this present occasion is a gross case.
It patently has no justification whatever,
and is so very obviously the mﬁqencg of
those dark forces which are entering into
the political affairs of many countries, It
therefore seems to me that perhaps our
great rule might well be ‘honoured in its
breach, and that The Society, asa whole,
should not hesitate to condemn in tl_1e name
of its First Great Object an atrocity such
as is this.

I say to myself—I am letting you have
my thoughts as they come to me—if such a
body as ours remains silent, what do we
expect of other bodies ? Not only that, if
we do not direct the great‘force er}trusted
to us along constructive lines against the
wanton destruction on the other s;de, are
we not tending to promote the continuance

3

of the increase of these forces which are
so prevalent and so dominant, especially
in the western world at the present time ?

The Spreading Menace

There is very much more danger than
anyone realizes of the increase in the ruth-
less spirit throughout the world. Once it
is anywhere it is in danger of being every-
where; and while one is thankful that at
present, so far as the West is concerned,
there are certain countries which are havens
of refuge, so that after one has travelled
through certain other countries and comes
to such countries, one feels that at last one
can breathe again, while that is quite true,
at the same time there is to be noticed an
infiltration of the ruthless spirit, not only in
the West but also in the East. There seems
to be no doubt, though I could hardly have
believed it without evidence, that the anti-
Jewish spirit is growing even in England.
It is almost incredible to believe, and yet
at the same time there are many J ews, for
example, in positions of authority, in posi-
tions of distinction, who will tell you that
they notice the beginnings of a subtle
change. Then, although I should not have
believed it unless I had had evidence of it,
the ruthless spirit is making slow but steady
progress in that country. I could not have
believed it, for Britain is still free.

One feels perhaps that a great gesture
ought to be made by The Theosophical
Society, as such, even if it is not specifical-
ly condemnatory. Even if we cannot go
so far as to cross the #’s or dot the s, or
even cross one f or dot one ¢, at least we
ought to make a great declaration, embody-
ing the spirit of Universal Brotherhood in
no uncertain language, thus doing our bit
to stem the tide. :

You know in India the spirit of the dictator
is also on the increase. There is more of
the intransigeant spirit even in some of our
Indian Governments than there has been for
a considerable time. One notices it, and
if one sometimes asks here and there a
friend who is in the know of things, he will
answer, “ Well, of course, but what can
you expect?” I do not expect that in this
country,

There is, of course, much to be said both
for and against an official pronouncement,
and it is a matter for the General Counci]
to decide. But personally I have been
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brought very near to the “for.”  On the
other hand, the " against " must prevail if
The Society’s well-being so demands.

I perceive the good in totalitarianism,
One wants to see good everywhere, But
one cannot have right totalitarianism with-
out right individuality—the two must go
together. The one must be complementary
to the other. There is no essential conflict
between the two, although ap apparent
conflict exists,

Fear

Whether I am right or wrong in think-
ing that The Theosophical Society, as such,
should make a pronouncement js one ques-
tion, but I think the fact remains that we
are in the grip of very grave situations, and
it 1s only if you go to Europe and visit
many countries in Europe that the pres-
sure of the situation is shown to be over.
whelmingly menacing in its adverse power.
I cannot tell you how much the spirit of
fear has increased in Europe since 1936,
Our beloved Holland, which is one of the
refuges of peace, is much more afraid than
ever she had been before. There is much
more of an inquisitoria] attitude towards
fore;gn_ers than ever there has been before.
So is it the case with England and every
other country. It js much more difficult
to travel abroad. And when you think of
Italy or Germany and the Eastern European
countries, it is far graver still. There is
no doubt whatever that the world is in a
dangerous condition,

The Price of Peace

The world has been preserved for peace
by what certainly one must regard as a
courageous action on the part of Mr. Cham.
bqr]am. He did something which, to my
mind, as being unconventional, unorthodox,
and unusual, is to be appreciated,

But it is always being borne in upon
me, and I do not like that it should be so
contmuogsly borne in upon me, that we
have paid too great a price for peace.
ﬁ\nd I am even listening to myself saying,

Would not a war perhaps have been pref-
ﬁrable "—that is a dreadful thing to say—

to the situation in which we find ourselves
at the present time ? "’

I am in no sense adverse to the principle
that peoples should have self-determina.-
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tion. That is the very first thing we ask for
India.  And T have no feeling but that the
Sudetenland of Czechoslovakia should pass
over to Germany. It is largely first the
way in which it has all heen done, and
second the fact that once you take a step
of that kind, every other country which
feels that it can be backed up by force,
naturally wishes to take advantage of the
opportunity, as in the case of Poland and
Hungary.

There is no doubt whatever that Britain
has lost prestige in the eyes of the world,
and so has France. I believe in Britain
and in the British people especially. I know
what a splendid people they really are, but
I do not believe in many of these govern-
ments. 1 do not think they fulfil their mis-
sion, nor have they risen to their opportu-
nities. I only wish that even a fragment of
the mantle of Dr. Besant could fall upon my
shoulders that I might go out throughout
the length and the breadth of this country
and do a fragment of her work all over
again. If only she were on the physical
plane, how she would lift up India, how
ardently she would work for India! I wish
I were endowed with the capacity, the
strength, and the wisdom to proclaim the
Real, as we have heard it from the lip_s _Of
Dr. Besant. If only I could express this 1o
the coming year, I should feel that not only
had my life been worth living, not only I
should be doing better than I had ever
done before, but also that I should be
expressing in the most beautiful and truest
form my gratitude and reverence towards
the President-Mother.

The World Looks to India

1 wish at least that I could move my
fellow-Theosophists to realize what they
could do, what they did do when they were
led, what they have ceased doing since
leadership has been absent from them. You
see there is so much which we could do
here if only our governments in this coun-
try could be established on great lines. Not
only would India enter into her happiness,
but we should be able to move the world.
For not only are Theosophists looking
to Adyar as their Mecca, but every country
in the world is looking to India in a vague
way, not knowing what to expect, but with
some sense that India is a country and &
land which can give perhaps they know not
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what, is a land to which they lock for
release.

Our Opportunity

These are problems of great urgency,
because we must live internationally as
well as nationally, and we must remember
that such a time as this, however terrgble
it may be from one point of view, is a time
for an opportunity such as may not come
to any one of us again for a very long time
if we fail to seize it now. That does not
mean that each should seize it in the same
way or express the same solution as some
of us may express, but that each one of us
should have a sense of the gravest responsi-
bility, seeing that he has, at his dxsposa_l,
the light of Theosophy, the power of his
membership of The Theosophical Soc:qty.
He should be doing his utmost, breaking
loose from his restrictions and limitations,
so that he may live as truly as he.can, and
living truly, may lift up his voice, even
though it may be heard by only two or
three near to him.

The Way of Tapas

There is always, of course, one great
way which each individual can take to
help. It is a way which has been taken
by Dr. Besant and was a way taken by
H. P. Blavatsky. It was a way which
many of our greater Theosophists havs
taken. It is called =~ The Way of Tapas,
the way which we used in Huizen during
the height of the crisis, 2 way which we
used deliberately in order to try to trans-
mute into harmlessness.the evil which was
abroad. 1 do not hesitate to say, and 1
think none who were at Huizen hesitated
a moment to say, that it was one of the
most remarkable gatherings we have ever
had. There was little in the way of tglk,
but much in the way of silent self-d'edxca-
tion. We took Europe into t}}e chalices of
our aspiration and consecration that she
might be freed from the menace of war.
That peace took the turn it du.i is a..nother
matter altogether. I think that individually
and collectively at Huizen we really
rendered a distinct service.

We could do the same, 1 ‘thiqk, if through
self-purification, self-preparation, througl}
impersonality, through'a t.hx.'owmg away }?
all the less, of all the md.lvx_dual, of all tl;
narrow and of all the limited, we cou

open ourselves in pure strength, and thus
transmute very much of the evil which is
abroad at the present time.

I myself certainly propose to do this
during the coming year when we hope to
remain in India. I hope we shall be able
to travel far and wide throughout the
whole country. One always has to say
“Deo volente,” God willing, for one never
knows for what one may be required. One
may be urgently needed elsewhere, or the
work may have to be done in another way.
One is always tentative, but my wish
would be during the coming year that I
may consecrate myself to India’s specific
service without neglecting any international
duties.

Our Duty to Adyar

If each one of you will become very
seriously and intently conscious of the
situation here and of the situation every-
where, you can then in your own individual
persons, whatever may be your occupations,
help to transmute all these wrongs, at least
to help to render them harmless. Remem-
ber the country whence you have come and
to which you belong, which you really
represent here. Remember the country
between which and Adyar you should be a
channel, and see what you can do by so
living here in this great Centre, not only
to adjust yourselves to the Real which it
represents, but also to send through to
your country those purifying forces which
emanate so beautifully from Adyar. That
is the work of those of you who are per-
mitted for the time being to live here. You
have that great privilege,

Of course to help Adyar is your duty.
As you receive, so must you give. Every-
one who says that it is a mighty privilege
to be living here must be challenged with
the question: “ What are you doing for
Adyar?” It is beautiful to receive and:
still more beautiful to give. If you do
receive in full measure, are you giving in
full measure whatever may be yours to
give? Adyar needs all the help she can
have for the work she has to do. In these
days the deeper the Adyar channel, the
greater service she can render.

Fortunately Adyar has been preserved in
strength while we have been away. She
has gone on her way peacefully and strongly.

[y
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For that, of course, we are very thank-
ful to all of you who have helped to that
end. We return to a happy and peaceful
Adyar, so we can now go on with the
work.

Doing the Great Thing

But I want to stress as much as I can
the responsibility which is ours, interna-
tional as well as national. You may be
Indians, but as Theosophists you are more
than Indians. You are not alone Indians.
You may be American, English, Dutch, or
a citizen of any other country, but you are
more than the country to which you belong.
You include your country and go beyond
1. You must. We are learning to become
agents of the Inner Government of the
world, and a true agent of the Inner Govern-
ment of the world belongs to the whole
world, and should have the power to serve
every part of the world; however much
karma may for the moment restrict him to
a particular place, he belongs to the world
and must include the world in his envisage-
ment on every plane.

I have all these preoccupations about
which I have been talking to you. I must
take counsel with my colleagues. I must
seek, if I may, the direction of my Elders,
but there is no doubt whatever that our
Theosophical Society is today called upon
for an effort such as perhaps it has not
been called upon before. We must rise to
the level of our opportunity. [ believe we
sh.all. But I do not want that we should
miss any opportunity of doing the great
thn}g if there be a great thing to be done.
If it be great for us to cast aside for one
moment our neutrality, let us do that great
thing, .If it be not a great thing, let us
not do it. Let us seek out the great things
to be done by ourselves individually, by
The Society as a whole, and let us try to
dp them, difficult as they may be to do,
different as they may be from that which
we are in a habit of doing. A great thing
takes us out of our smaller kingdom into a
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larger which releases us from our less into
our maore.

The Larger Living

Naturally we must do away with hesita-
tion to take the plunge. On the inner
planes when an individual passes from one
expansion of consciousness to another, there
is often the shadow of a hesitation. But
it is only the shadow and it does not last,
only just that flicker which marks the pass-
ing from a habit into a freedom. If you
want to live great lives, you must live
different lives. And at Adyar one should
be able to effect substantial changes n
one’s living. This is the setting, for this is
the place where it is easy to do. This is the
place where there is least resistance. At
such a time as this Theosophists will try
to enter into their larger living, so that we
may draw nearer to the privilege of being
officially recognized agents of the Elder
Brethren.

Of course, there are difficulties ; decisions
are not easy to make. But we must have
courage, and perhaps, if I am not to be
mistaken in the use of the word, we must
have a measure of recklessness. Every-
body must some day learn not to know
where he is going, though perhaps norm_al]y
he may rightly know where he is going.
You can never take the greater steps un-
less you let everything go for the sake of
an imperceptible, impalpable something
which may or may not come.

No Theosophist wants to succeed. We
have left the idea of success behind us.
But we want to make efforts. We want
always to be trying, and we are quite happy
whether we fail or succeed, provided we
Jail greatly and succeed humbly.

It is so vital that we should remember
who we are, remember what the world_ls,
remember what Adyar is, and seek to live
more closely to the Elder Brethren, who
Themselves, of course, have a heavy burden
in Their governing of the world,

GREATNESS FOR ALL

Greatnes§ is not a quality reserved for the few, but is a quality intended
for the many—intended for all. So that it becomes but a matter of time for
us all; you and I shall some day achieve the greatness which we may

happen to admire in others.—G.S.A.

The Society’s Foundation Day

COMMEMORATION AT ADYAR

“ HE solution of the world’s ills lies

in the splendid truths of Theo§~
ophy and the brotherhood of The Theosophi-
cal Society. I believe that so strongly that
even if we were to ignore the problems
of the world and spread Theosophy .far
and wide, and stand for The Theoso_phlcal
Society, we should be giving a priceless
service to the world.”

This observation the President made
at Adyar, addressing a large gathering of
residents and visiting members from the
City of Madras and its environs, on
Foundation Day—November 17.

The statues of the Founders in the Hall,
and the busts of Dr. Besant and Bishop
Leadbeater, facing them, were ali delight-
fully garlanded, while festoons of mango
leaves and evergreens adorned the rostrum,
immediately below which Dr. 'Arundale_ sat
and addressed the enthusiastic ga'.thermg,
after chantings in Sanskrit by pupils of the
Besant Memorial School. .

Greetings were conveyed to the Presi-
dent by representatives of 'the various Na-
tional Sections of The Society.

RUKMINI DEVI:

Greeting the President on behalf of the
Young Th’eosophistls) thyouggout the world,

imati Rukmini Devi said :
Sh‘l:l;\nlly great desire for the Young Theos-
ophists is to realize, especially at this criti-
cal time in the history of the worlq, that a
Society like The Theosophical Society and
a teaching such as is Theosophy,‘ is the
greatest, most wonderful and splenchd thxpg
we can have in the world. All tl_ns desire
for materialistic welfare and aghlevement
in science has not brought happiness to the
world. There is only one way one can
find and give happiness, and that is to
follow the deep truths of all the great reli-
gions, to follow the deep truths.of Theos-
ophy, and to rea.li?ehthat_ only spiritual wel-
bring real happiness. -

far‘? Icaslilouldglike the Young Theo§ophlsts
to move towards that end_and to l_mng that
keynote in The Theosophical Society when

they themselves come to a position of real
help to the work.”

THE PRESIDENT :

" This is a very happy occasion, brethren,
not only in the fact that we offer gratitude
for all the wonderful favours we have al-
ready received from the Elder Brethren and
from Their messengers and agents who have
come to us in the outer world during these
many years, we offer gratitude not only for

“favours received, but in very happy hopes

for the future.

“1 feel especially happy because I see
before me what should be a constituent
element of every Theosophical gathering,
namely Youth. I feel a Theosophical
gathering is not complete without them. So
I especially welcome the pupils here of the
Besant Memorial School because they do
add lustre to our work and give us a feeling
of confidence in the future, because when
our time comes to hand on the torch of
Theosophy we feel that many here will
take up that torch and carry it on to their
SUCCESSOrs.

“We Must Spread Theosophy

“ In the condition in which the world finds
itself today there is tremendous work to be
done by The Society. Some of it is work
which, of .course, is obvious. We must
spread Theosophy more than ever. We
must work for The Theosophical Society
more than ever, for I believe and believe
and believe that the solution to the world’s
ills lies in the splendid truths of Theosophy .
and in the brotherhood of The Theosophical
Society. I believe that so strongly that I
think if we were to do nothing else, even if
we were to ignore the problems of the world
and simply spread Theosophy far and wide,
and stand for The Theosophical Society,
we should be giving a priceless service to
the world.

An Act of Tapas

“ But there is more to be done than that.
Though I do not think I have spoken of
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this before, I t the time has also come
lvyhen adbandP?ieAﬂs’ should endeavour to so
ive and so are purselves that we can
‘. safely stafld aghgyst £vil, and at Jeast trans.
(mutgri_t‘_jw‘barmlessness. It is the princi-
Ap’le'owtqﬁﬁs,‘ which Dr. Besant on more
than one qcoasion performed, which H,P.]3,
performed. It is a dangerous activity, safe
only fpr those who have self-control, who
have !mpersonality and impartiality, who
have no hatred, no illwill for anyone whatso-
ever, not merely for those who may be coy-

cerned in the act of tapas but no less for
all others,

*“If there are those in our mids
a‘bandop.all their illwill, ol theirt d‘z}:t)rfl?
tive critical capacity (you note I do not
Say constructive critical capacity), who o
hot judge others hut leave others to the
judgment of their own higher Selves if
the;e are those who have command ;)’ver
their natures lower and higher, j

The Ways of Peace

“
It is a matter of Will, it j
' . : » 1t 1s a matter of
Impersonality, purity, positive friendship
excluding nope, It may be

an be attracted and

and as [ haye said i
+ Perhaps it ig even
da:g:;g:sintoh do. But where there are
eart, those who Practis
: e
Brotherhoog 0 which we who are metr}:

1S of Th : .
Subscribe, ] :higi‘hCOSOphxcal Society all

to be it that the danger is likely
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Practical Reverence

“Then we can intensify our spirit of prac-
tical reverence to the Elder Brethren in
our ordinary activities of our daily lives.
I think more than ever now should wé
remember the Elder Irethren, should we
remember Their messengers and agiints
with decp gratitude constantly every day
without exception, so that remembermtg
Them, we may become the better servan
of The Ilierarchy. 1 should l.lke that 013
this day we think of the spirit of reve:’o
ence, and that we determine to try g
strengthen it in every possible way. Rev_
erence recedes as tyranny advances. Rtehe
erence recedes in the world today as "
spirit of materialism advances. We mur-
be, each one of us, a stronghold for reVee
ence. We must know well to whom l‘:”
have the duty of being reverent, the pli]at
ilege of being reverent, and 1 think }:om
daily acts of remembrance to those to(ViV o
we feel a spirit of reverence are needeé
the world now and in the future.

“Let us try to remember and try tOOI;:
more practically eager in our work, n}ore
selfless and more impersonal, and there
more happy." ,
The Society s

founding 15?}:

ent

This happy occasion of
sixty-third anniversary of its fo !
the issue of the Adyar Edition 0
Secret Doctrine, H.P.B.'s monum ne
work reissued in six volumes——an an oty
reverence to the great leader. I aﬂz hic
happy,”" the President said, = to mha reat
act of reverence to H.P. B, the ghom
mother of our Movement, the one to W .
we owe even more than to any qther lgay o
Society. It is a very happy thing toe rave
memory and reverence to her thathw ot
this Adyar Edition, named as she N her
have wished it, and we dedicate 1t T

" re.

memory in the present and in the x'utud "
. istribute

During the day sweets were distrib state.

th ildren of the workers on the Es
Inethcehalf tef‘noon. the President and Shm:;t)’l
Rukmini Devi entertained a 131'3;3;; van
of Theosophists at tea under the
Tree. '
In the evening a much-applf“‘ated ;}’iﬁﬂ.
film of Adyar was shown in el-mildins
quarters Hall. The Headquarters Society
and the large Symbol of The ident's
mounted on the roof of thﬁ,,ft TSt

Our World News Service

(Continued from page 315)

“PEACE AND SURETY"”

CORRESPONDENT at Adyar,
writing abroad of the return of the
President and Rukmini Devi, observes :
“He is home! Strange it is what he
seems to bring to Adyar. I have been in
other places when they have come @hrqugh,
and always the influenceisa deeply vitalizing
one. Here in this most vital of all centres,
where the atmosphere is always surcharged
with life, his home-coming brlqg§ another
experience—that of a sense of abxdlpg peace
and surety as he again takes on his physi-
cal duties as the head of the Centre.”

CONVENTION AT CARDIFF

“ The telegram from the Welsh Conven-
tion was a delightful surprise and a very
welcome token of the good wishes which
accompany us wherever we gg," wrote ]?r.
Arundale, acknowledging the = very cordial
and loving greetings and best w’l’shes for a
pleasant journey back to Adyar, gabled to
him and Shrimati Rukmini Devi by Mr.
Peter Freeman, General Secretary for
WEIF S:;\m sure,” the Presigent adde;ih, ‘r.thge

nvention was a very happy gathering,
St?engthening in these'diﬁ“}cult dgys thint
spirit of friendship which is so gne‘voushy
assailed by those who do not perceive the
utter futility of trying to establish power
on the sands of force. Please convey o}t‘zr
grateful thanks to the men_lbers of §1 te
Welsh Section for their gracious thought-
ful'rll‘;? Welsh Section’s Convention z{iafs
held at the National Headquarters, Car NII A
over the weekend of October 15-1?.S r..
Christopher Gale, fom;erly General B ecre
tary. for Scotland, M1§s Isabelle agane,
and several other prominent yvprkersdwnir
due to participate in the activities, apt ; ers
and Mrs. Coats to show colour px; uDr
of their recent European tour watﬁ l :
and Mrs. Arundale, in addition to a flm o

Adyar—very much appreciated wherever
it has been shown. As President of the
European Federation of Young Theos-
ophists, Mr. Coats was planning to hold
special meetings for young people.

GREETINGS FROM NORTH
AND SOUTH

Grateful appreciation goes out from the
President and Rukmini Devi to the Gujarat
Federation in the North of India and the
East Tamil Federation in the South—for
greetings from their annual gatherings,

Mr. Vajsurwalla, President of the Guja-
rat Federation, telegraphed to the leaders
“ gratitude, loyalty and devotion,” with pro-
mise of hearty co-operation in their work.

The East Tamil Federation, offering its

love, devotion and loyalty " to the Presi-
dent, Shrimati Rukmini Devi, and Mr.
C. Jinarajadasa, expresses its trust and
confidence in their leadership and assures
them of hearty co-operation in their great
work. This Federation met at Cuddalore
and had a memorable session, details of
which appear elsewhere in this issue.

The President very thankfully recipro-
cates the “heartiest greetings and good
wishes,”” conveyed to him in a letter auto-
graphed by the following Irish members:
Alice H. Law, Harriett Lilian Dunn, Sara
Napton, Louie Hovenden-Torney, Eliza-
beth M. Chase, Alice Maud Smeltzer,
Elizabeth Holland, Rosamond H. Kennedy,
Charlotte Louise Williamson, Esther Jane
Dennison, Martha Agnew, Robert T'. Ken-
nedy, E. T. McCann, E. M. Leech, Maud
McHadden, and Thomas William Gillen.

ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT

One of our members, Mrs. C. Stewart,
won a seat in the new Parliament at the
New Zealand elections in September. She
is. the only woman sitting in the House,
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and the victory is notable since she is the
second woman member of Parliament in the
whole history of New Zealand. She is a
member of the Labour Party, which has a
majority in the House led by Mr. M. J.
Savage, the Prime Minister.

TOWARDS AN INTER-
NATIONAL CULTURE

Addressing the twelfth annual meeting
of the Tamil Districts Federation recently
at Cuddalore (South India) in Sri Bala
Qurukul_a of which Mr. Duncan Greenlees
ts principal, Mr. N. Sri Ram, our Trea-
surer at Headquarters, explained how youth
could serve the world by helping it to take
the next immediate constructive step in
strengthening the various national cultures

:owards evolving a truly international cul-
ure.

The Federation gathering was presi
over by Mr. C. R, Parthasaxrz-xthyplyen(;f;(tlw
of Chlttgor, veteran Theosophist and public
wor}(e?r in South India, who, dealing with
India’s need at the present crisis, stressed
that only unselfish service and fiery purity
could help us to reconstruct our civilization
on a true and helpful basis, He also ex-
horted Theosophists to confribute their

spiritual strength towards peace ;
ood
and brotherhood of humanitg. » goodwill

Another. valuable contribution was made
by Mr. Sri Ram who, dealing with * Ideals
m Education,” detailed the principles and
methods to supply the drawbacks in the
current system, laying special stress on the

evolution of a new techni
! que to edu
emotions of children. cate the

Mr. Rangaswami Aiyar, of Madura, an-
other yeter%n worker in the South,’dis-
;}Ixssed the ™ Message of Theosophy to the
thodez‘rn World " with special reference to

e live problems of today, pointing out
the value of Theosophy as a constructive
force m'bm]ding India’s future. He specially
dealt with religion and sacial reforms.

A hlgﬂ}hght of the conference was a
amp Fire and Scout display, when the
confergnce president and two others chat-
ted with the Scouts on the value of the

young and old coming t
occasions. g together on such
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The Tamil Iederation has done excellent
work during the past year, as disclosed by
the report of the retiring secretary—Mr. M.
Subramania lyer. There has been 2 net
increase of seventeen members. Th? new
officers of the Federation are: President:
Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyer, Madura; Vice-
President: Mr. K. Srinivasa [yengar, Adyar;
Secretary Mr. V. S. Ramakrishna Iyer,
Madras.

SOUTH AFRICAN SECTION

Miss Clara Codd is at present in Cape
Town, but is expected to make a return visit
to Pretoria at the beginning of January.
She will stay in the Transvaal for another
month. Mr. J. J. van Ginkel, Provincial
Secretary for the Transvaal Federation, 10°
forms us: * There is every possibility that
she will remain for another year tocon*
tinue her good work.”

In his bulletin for October circulated
throughout the Transvaal Mr. J. J. vad
Ginkel (Provincial Secretary) writes of
Miss Codd: “I have received news from
all the towns she has visited that she!S
meeting with excellent results. She certain:
ly has the knack of drawing people a
finding a way to their hearts. She is doing
splendid work for the cause, and the
Transvaal Federation wish her continued
success.”

Miss Codd wrote from Cape Town on
October 20 “ Just started in Cape Town
after a perfectly topping time id Durban.
I broadcast there and we made many new
members. Here in Capetown 1 have also
broadcast and in all towns I have address-
ed the Rotary Clubs and set men thinking
on the new order.”

An interesting situation has arisen in
South Africa from the fact that both Miss
Codd and Mr. van Ginkel are nominate
for the General Secretaryship. The present
General Secretary, Dr. Humphrey, h“;
nominated Mr. van Ginkel. The Sout
African Convention takes place at Easter._

WORK IN EAST ASIA

The new headquarters at Shanghai.d75.
Jessfield Road, of which we gave & es
scription in these columns last month, seem:
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a veritable hive of constructive apt@vities,
notwithstanding the outer turmoil in that
region. Here is a list of regular monthly
activities of the Shanghai Lodge: (1) One
“Open Lodge Night,” when the members
discuss and plan the Campaign for Under-
standing ; (2) Series on the Seven Rays of
Temperament, by Mr. A. F. Knudsen ;.(3)
Series on ' The Inmer Life” (Practical
Theosophy—also by Mr. Kpuds?,n); 4
“ Members' Leadership Night, when
some special member takes charge‘and
arranges the programme for the mght.
Besides these, there is regular broadcastmg,
private meetings, and a course in psychology
to a group of Chinese girls, twenty seven
in number, in the local Besant Schgol.
These girls come out of high class families,
and are aged from 18 to 20. They are
characterized as  the makers of New
China.” Some English-speaking Chinese
girls are keen on a discussion group which
meets regularly. '

Once a month thereisa social gathering.
The October monthly dinner was at the
Chinese Buddhist Restaurant, and on
November 17 (Founders’ Day) a tea party
was arranged to be held at.the Hgad-
quarters. The workers 1n th1§‘areg, in a
report to Adyar, comment : It is all
wonderfully interesting.”

ADYAR STAMP
COLLECTION

 John Coats is very much.preoc-
cugiléd J'm his leisure moments with .thg
Adyar stamp collection. He has accll)ulre
a number of Gibbons standard al um(sl,
some for used stamps, some for unulsl,e s
and is proceeding to complete t}.xe.co :,;1:
tion in these albums before deciding the
final method to be used at A?lyal;.‘ ould
mps for the Adyar collection s o
besgrvw?arded direct to Mr. Coats ap] the
following address : Auton-Dolwells, Milver-
ton, Somerset, England. _
All collectors for the Adyar collectllon
are recommended to use the latest Stanley
ibbons catalogue. .
G‘Il\)/lr. Coats is all in favour of ea_ch Section
building its own national col.le':ctlon, except
for the fact that in all prpbabnhty no S%:mn
will keep to its own national stamps. 1 here
are likely to be a great many duplicates,

hence Mr. Coats prefers to have stamps of
all countries sent to him immediately, so
that they can be more quickly sorted.

Mr. Coats acknowledges with grateful
thanks the receipt of stamps from the
General Secretary for Finland, Rev. W.
Pitkin (U.S.A.), Nikola Svoger (Zagreb),
Mr. Thor Netland (valuable U.S.A. com-
memoratives), Mrs. Minnie Weirick, the
Misses Budas, Mr. George Bartholomew,
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jordon, Miss Poutz,
Bishop Hampton, Baroness A. de Kuster,
Mrs. Flavia Mackenzie, the General Secre-
tary for Java (Mr. van Leeuwen), Mrs. |
R. ]J. Redman (Bakerville, South Africa),
Mr. V. Kanakasabapathy Mudaliar (Vel-
lore), the Adyar Library, and Mrs. Josephine
Ransom.

GOOD WORK IN CUBA

“ Notes and Comments " in the Revista
Teosofica Cubana (August issue) reveals
much good work in progress in Cuba :

San José de las Lajas and Giiines for
the first time had the privilege of hearing
about Theosophy, and in both cities it was
most attractively presented as a * Theo-
sophical fiesta” with music, short talks,
questions, and many brothers assisting to
create an atmosphere of warmth and friend-
liness. ** Yoga in Sound” by Dr. Arundale,
beautifully rendered by Sefiorita Chic
Ramos, was greatly appreciated in Giines,

The new General Secretary, Colonel
Bustillo, appeals to all Cuban members to
widen the scope of Theosophical propa-
ganda through press, radio, etc. He has
appointed as agents to stimulate this work
Chic Ramos for the Province of Havana,
Angel Terradas for the Province of Cama-
ghiey, and Hortensia Alberich for the city
of Cienfuegos and environs, with further
appointments to follow. )

The Third Convention of Young Theos-
ophists of Cuba was held on the 14th of
August in Cienfuegos. -Good organization
was noticeable throughout the enthusiastic
and artistic programmes.

Many of the older members of the Cuban
Section in order to draw the younger ones
into the work are stepping down from
office and are insisting that younger Theos-
ophists should take their places. Lodge
Unity of Banes is a case in point.
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The General Secretary on his tour of
the Section notes a feeling of life and
vitality. This shows itself in both Spirit-
ual and material ways: the Central Theo-
sophical Office of the Ciudamar Province
has greatly enlarged its headquarters, hopes
to build three more small bungalows and
to adorn its grounds with many ornameutal
shade-trees. The presiding genius of East-
ern Cuba is Antonio Duany.

IN THE FOREST

Mme. Marguerite Steiger has opened
up her wooded property at Chevrens in
Switzerland and would welcome twenty
young people. She is anxious to save them
from the intoxication of the cities. In her
forest camp they will find an atmosphere
of brotherhood, a wholesome life, normal
activity, rational diet, and the pure air of
the country. Further information may be
obtained from I'Action Théosophique, 37
rue J. B. Meunier, Bruxelles, Belgium, or
from Mme. Marguerite Steiger, Chevrens.
lsur(-jAm'eres (Canton de Geneve), Switzer-
and.

——

MR. AND MRS. COATS’
TOUR

The Joint General Secretary of the World
Federation of Young T heosophists, Mr.
John Coats, who has recently been elected
to th_e Executive Committee of the English
Section, together with his wife, Mrs. Betsan
Coats, are in the midst of a great tour
thrpughout England, during the course of
which they will show the Adyar colour
ﬁlm', and give talks on Adyar, and also on
Indxa’s handicrafts, beautiful specimens of
which they will have on exhibition. ] fee]
very .happy about this tour, for not only
will it bring every Lodge closer to our
International Headquarters, but it will also
Introduce two of our most self-sacrificing
and enthusiastic Theosophical workers,

. Rukmini and I have to thank them for
Innumerable kindnesses and help of all
kinds. Indeed, our tour in the West—so
far as Europe is concerned—was both
greatly facilitated and made comfortable
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because of their help. Both of them have
been at Adyar with their two charming
young children, and I hope they may be
able to return here from time to time.
They have endeared themselves to the res-
idents of Adyar, for they kept open house
and added immensely to our life.

But, of course, their main work must lie
in England. 1 confidently hope that they
will very soon become a source of great
strength to the English Section.—G.S.A.

Tour Programme

Eastern Federation: October 29-30,
Brighton; 31, Hastings. November 1,
Brighton ; 2, Eastbourne; 3, Worth-
ing ; 6, Harlesden (London).

North-Western Federation: November
8, Southport ; 9, Wigan ; 10, Lytham ;
11-12, Blackpool ; 13, Liverpool : 14,
Wallasey ; 15, Birkenhead ; 16, Pres-
ton; 18, Runcorn; 19-20, Manchester ;
21, Stockport; 22, Colne ; 23, Burn-
ley; 24, Bacup; 25, Morecambe;
26-27, Bolton ; 28, Oldham ; 29, Bris-
tel (Southern).

Eastern Federation : December 5, Nor-
wich; 6, Gt. Yarmouth; 8, Cambridge;
9, Peterborough ; 10-11, Letchworth;
12, Chelmsford ; 13, Letchworth ; 14,
High-Wycombe ; 15, Luton.

GIFT OF GARMENTS

The Baby Welcome at Adyar was 2
colourful scene on October 20th when Shri-
mati Bhagirathi Ammal, head of the Centre,
gave into eager hands attractive garments
made by Nurse Lakshmi from clothing
donated by the residents in the compound.
Even Adyar's mild winter proves a hard-
ship to these underfed poorly sheltered
unfortunates. And the Baby Welcome is
very grateful for any garments received,
which the clever fingers of Nurse Lakshmi
make into charming and suitable clothing
for the children. All these little garments
are made by hand. and a second sewing-
machine would greatly expedite the work
and save the time of the busy nurse. Any
Theosophist who wishes to help this work
with clothing or funds may address the
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Superintendent, Baby Welcome, The Theo-
sophical Society, Adyar, Madras, India.

KILLED IN ACTION

We regret to learn from the Loqdon
press that Mr. David Guest has been killed
while fighting with the Government forces
in Spain. Only two months before, he had
left a teaching post at Southampton Col-

lege. He was a brilliant mathematician,
and after taking first class honours at Cam-
bridge, did research with Prof. Hyman
Levy. He was twenty-six. We send our
sympathy to Dr. Haden Guest, his father,
who was General Secretary for England in
1914-15, wrote a most useful book, Theos-
ophy and Social Reconstruction, and now
sits in the House of Commons for North
Islington.

A Theosophical Travel Log

MR. JINARAJADASA

HEN Mr. Jinarajadasa wrote on
August 29 from Bogota, the capital
of Colombia and the headquarters of the
new Section, he was 8100 ft. up—nearly
as high as Snowdon at Ootacamund, though
Bogota, he said, was hotter than Ooty.
He had already stopped at Callao, the port
of Lima, capital of Peru, and met some of
the Lima members. -He also called for a
few hours at Guayaquil in Ecuador. '

Writing of the scenery in Colombia Mr.
Jinarajadasa says: This country has all
climates. The central part is, like Kagh-
mir, all hills, but about ten times the size
and as though it had been dropped in
Ceylon. I am visiting abou.t a dozen'
places in this country. Travel is difficult;
trains are small and not many. Most travel
has to be done in a motor. The roads are
only moderate, and that means being
thrown about. One pass we had to cross
was 12,000 feet.

“At the last moment Venezuela has
refused me permission to enter, in spite of
the months of preparation there by friends
who invited me. Various influences are at
work. South America has a tradition of
dictators. Venezuela has been free o_f them
for seventy years. All the same, 1t 1S only
in the last nine years that’the Liberals
have been in power; befo;e that the Con’-,
servatives persecuted all liberal opmilons.

Mr. Jinarajadasa was extending his tour
in Colombia and visiting new places befpre
going on to Panama. Then to Costa Rica,
where he spent twelve days delivering
public lectures which brought good.at,tend-
ances and were broadcast by radio. On
October 5, he left for Nicaragua, Salvadot,

Honduras, Guatemala and thence to Mexico
—* all by air "—arriving in Mexico City
on November 3 and leaving on December
2 by air across the sea via Merida (Mexico)
for Cuba.

In spite of all the travelling, Mr. Jina-
rajadasa’s friends the world over will be
glad to hear that he is keeping well.

A correspondent informs Osiris, the
Portuguese Section journal, that Mr. Jina-
rajadasa now writes his lectures directly
into Spanish and is constantly being inter-
viewed by journalists,

MR.AND MRS. WARRINGTON

Mr. and Mrs. Albert P, Warrington,
of “ Krotona,” Ojai, California, left towards
the end of October for a five months’ visit
to Santiago de Cuba.

Mr. Warrington visited Santiago some
years ago and since that time Theosophists
there have been insistent that he should
return in the interests of the work. Even
though his health is still very troublesome
(arthritis in his limbs) he decided to make
the journey. Perhaps the delightful climate
of Cuba may expedite his return to health,

Senor’ Antonio Duany has been exceed-
ingly active in assisting the commencement
of a Theosophic centre in Ciudamar-—the
property of the Eastern Federation of
Lodges in that Province—fifteen minutes
drive from Santiago. Mr. Warrington is
asked to aid in the formation of the centre
and to remain some months while helping
to carry it on.

While Mr. and Mrs. Warrington will be
greatly missed from their home in Ojai,
our Cuban brethren greatly rejoice that
they bave the help of these *' stalwarts ' of
The Theosophical Society.



Bishop John Ross Thomson

A FAITHFUL WORKER

HE New Zealand Section of our
Society has lost one of its oldest and
most important workers in the person of
Bishop John Ross Thomson, who passed
away on October 23, in his home at Epsom,
Auckland. He was a member of The
Theosophical Society for over 3% years
and was one of the foremost workers in
its kindred movements; in 1924 he was
consecrated a Bishop of the Liberal Catho-
lic Church. He was born at Kirriemuir
(* Thrums ), Scotland, and as a social
worker in Great Britain he became a per-
sonal friend of Edward Carpenter and
lived for some time in his community.
Then he met Annie Besant and the whole
direction of his life was changed. He went
out to New Zealand in 1901, joined the
Wellington Lodge, and when Secretary of
this Lodge he met Mr. William Crawford
—the present General Secretary—with
whom he was destined to carry on a life-
long partnership. Together as young men
these two planned to devote their lives
to the work of the Masters through The
Theosophical Society. In 1903, they went
to live in Auckland, and built a charm-
ing little home called “ Ardath,” and here
stayed Dr. Besant, and later Bishop Lead-
beater, and other workers from overseas.
Bishop Thomson was for twenty-one years
the President of the H.P. B, Lodge in
Auckland and worked as Assistant General
Secretary to Dr. Sanders ; in 1918 he was
appointed General Secretary and held this
office for seven years. He was the natural
and well loved leader of the New Zealand
Section. He was vital, intuitive and original
and was penetrating in his judgments of
people. In spite of a natural shyness he
was friendly to meet, a good organizer and
propagandist and a most acceptable lecturer
—people admired his quick wit and ready
tongue, and congregated tohearhim whether
In private life or on the public platform.
He loved the friendship of young people
and had an exceptional power of influence
with them.

Bishop Thomson loved New Zealand
and served her well. He had some form
of vision of her future, and his eyes would
light up when he talked of it. He always
felt that he would return to help the
Dominion shape her destiny. Those of us
who knew his work can never forget him; in
its own way it was a great work and he will
reap its harvest. To those of us who loved
him and sorrowed for his latter years of suf-
fering I feel that he says: * Do not think
of me as I am, but as I will be.,”” I think
that this is his message to us.—E. HUNT.

There is not much of Bishop Thomson's
work in print. But the following passage
1s typical of his outlook. It occurs in his
au revoir message to the New Zealand
brethren in 1925, when he left to attend
the Jubilee Convention at Adyar :

“The great and vital changes, those that
really count, and do leave a new man in a
new earth, come only when the Spirit is
quickened and not when this or that_m-
genious triumph is gained over physical
matter. A great concept, a single thought
which is capable of vitally touching the
heart and moving the conscience of man-
kind is far more potent—more permanent
—in its results than any device for harness-
ing the lightning or turning stones into
bread. These tentative observations have
been evoked as a consequence of my recent
tour of the Lodges, where I have witnessed
an increasing tendency on the part of some
of our new members and those less con-
versant with Theosophical thought, to fall
into the common error of relying too much
on the value of external reforms, mere

- change of outer circumstances, whilst al-

most entirely ignoring the vastly more im-
portant change of snner condition.
closer study of our teaching should reveal
the truth that most of our human dis-
abilities have their origin in wrong thought,
a warped mental outlook, or a nature yet
unawakened by the magic power of loving-
kindness."

328

The International Convention :

Benares

1938

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME (Subject to Alteration)

Among “the hi
lectures on SIynsb - Yo
benefit of our Indian br .
by the Vice-President (Mr. Hirendra

(General Secretary
Section lecture on Decem

Daily Engagements : .
6.45 a.m. Bharat Samaj Puja (H all).

8.00 a.m. Common Worship (Pandal).
11.00 a.m. Luncheon and Rest.

3.30 p.m. Tea.
6.30 p.m. Dinner.

25 December (Sunday) .
2.30 pm. General Council T.S. (Shanti
Kunj).

26 December (Monday)
9.45 a.m. The Theosophical Order of
. Service {(Pandal).

.m. Indian Section Council, out-
100 pm going (Headquarters).
.m. OPENING of CONVEN-
200 1 ION. The PRESIDEN-
TIAL ADDRESS by DR.
"ARUNDALE (Pandal).
. he BLAVATSKY AD-
#30pm T Ess: “SYMBOLIC
YOGA " (First Convention
Lecture). THE PRESI-
DENT (Pandal).

27 December (Tuesday)
9.45 a.m. Youth Federation (Pandal).

. . . ¢
m. Indian Section—Opening O
200 pam Convention (Pandal).

. The OLCOTT ADDRESS:
+30pm T“T‘SYMB(_)LIC tYOGLAc
second Convention L.ec.
Sre:) THEPRESIDENT

i the Benares Convention will be the 'President’s
gh]]“cghéig(;f” ;hich he has been requested to deliver for the
o The other Convention lectures will be given
Nath Datta) and Mrs. Adglaide Gardper

d). Shrimati Rukmini Devi Will deliver the Indian
for En%ﬁnzg;. The programme is detailed below :

28 December (Wednesday)

8.30 am. INDIAN SECTION LEC-
TURE. SHRIMATI RUK-
MINI DEVI (Pandal).

9.45a.m. Round Table Ceremony
(Hall).

2.00 p.m. Theosophical Educational
Trust (Shanti Kunj).

3.00 pm. Questions and Answers
(Pandal).

4.30 p.m. The BESANT ADDRESS
(Third Convention Lecture).
THE VICE-PRESI.
DENT (Pandal).

7.30 p.m. Entertainment (Pandal).

29 December (Thursday)

2.00 p.m. Besant Memorial Trust
(Shanti Kunj).

3.00 p.m. Indian Section Convention
closes (Pandal).

4.30 pom. The LEADBEATER AD-
DRESS (Fourth Convention
Lecture). MRS. GARD-
NER (Pandal).

7.30 p.m. Entertainment (Pandal).

30 December (Friday)
8.30 a.m. CLOSING of CONVENTION
by THE PRESIDENT
(Pandal).
9.45 a.m. Mystic Star (Hall).

"] 11.00 am. Indian Section—New Coun-

_ cil (Headquarters).
2.00 p.m. Bharat Samaj. Public Mest-
ing (Hall).
3.30 p.m. At Home (Lawn),
7.30 p.m. Lantern Lecture (Hall).

31 December (Saturday)
8.30 a.m. Youth Day.

(Pandal).
7.30 p.n. Eatertainment (Pandal).

2,00 pm. Bbharat Samaj. Business
Meeting (Hall). '
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Carrying Out

The President's

Advice

LODGE PRESIDENTS MEET IN

HE Southern California Federation at
its most recent meeting devoted al-
most its entire programme to a review of
the teachings given by Dr. Arundale during
his August visit to Hollywood. The Presi-
dents of several Lodges rose, one after
the other, to give their impressions of the
points in the President’s teachings which
appealed most to them and to state what
their Lodges are now doing to put those
teachings into practice.

It was an exceedingly interesting after-
noon, and proved that the Lodges had been
deeply moved by Dr. Arundale’s visit and
his earnest advice for Theosophists ta be
most active in spreading the practical
teachings of Theosophy among the mem-
bers of their community.

The following is a synthesis of his advice,
and from the reports of these Presidents of
Lodges we learn that many of the sugges-
tions are being carried out.

1. That groups of members, or a Lodge,
or the Federation itself, should be intent
upon a really deep study of Theosophy.
Take up one or another of the fields of
Theosophy : karma, reincarnation, the
Hierarchy, the Inner Government of the
world, the planes of consciousness.

They should know not only what the
books say on the subject, and become
experts in it, but should probe deeper, have
their own views, and be able to express
them.

2. Study the relation of Theosophy to
the various temperaments and professions
of people and to the seven great Rays.
Show how Theosophy can help themusician,
the teacher, the priest, the engineer, the
artist, the businessman. We can thus do a

AMERICA

tremendous work among the intelligentsia
by showing that Theosophy illumines the
depths of each particular life in its various
duties, But to do this we must become
specialists in Theosophy and not be con-
tent to be superficial.

3. Organize a “ Problems Club” to
solve the innumerable problems around us
everywhere. Classify the problems: our
emotional problems, our mental problems,
our sex problems, our marriage problems,
and all others, so that people may realize
increasingly that we Theosophists are alive
to the troubles of the individual living in
the outer world and can give practical help.
If we cannot always fully explain a prob-
lem we can at least give courage to people.

4. Organize a group interested in Better
Citizenship, which can be classified under
three heads : (1) International Citizenship ;
(2) National Citizenship; (3) Individual
Citizenship.

5. Organize a group interested in the
great Theosophic Centres, primarily to li_nk
itself in sympathy and understanding with
Adyar ; and to keep in touch with the y‘vork
done at Huizen and Sydney. While Ol,:
cott” and *' Krotona " are not yet “ centres,
we should link ourselves to the good work
being done there also. But Adyar is .the
great source of all our Theosophic vitality.

6. The duty of members is first to their
own Lodge, then to their Federation, thqn
to their Section, and then outside of it.
They must realize that they have to help
the whole world.

7. Lodges must be harmonious within
themselves and with other Lodges. Other-
wise the president and the members are
not doing their duty.
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Unexplored Summits

BY SERGE BRISY

N observing the present conditions }ﬁréd
the moral and physical miseries W rln !
bind the world everywhere, 1t seem.su'(;)ughE
more than ever, that men of goodwi
to be united.

Yet it is necessary that they unite w;(t)l;
wisdom in searching, without ceasxrvxvg};iCh
the solution of individual problems oblem’
in their ensemble, constitute the pr
of the world.

The President, for a long ‘ti‘ng;a},mtha;:
underlined the following point:
your Theosophy ?

I think that all of us_should ha\}rle ta ixf[eriz
precise idea about this. th kt alike i
necessary that we should think a ke o
that our interests should be the sa

: ; r
the innumerable lines of action }thh offe

themselves to us, but because, if v:g ;{;131'»;

our Theosophy well, we .shall co;ne 8PP

it better, to broaden it in ourse ;?hse’osophy

understand more profoundly the

of others. i
Truth exists only in ourselve'sd (% e;g: mot

envisaging here its abstract st e},xowever

truth which is known to us, ahpe

fragmentary it may be, 18 the m

our understanding.

i nd

It is glorious to say that Trutl:)::s:e);; -

our human, even supgrh}xmag ct D ot

sion, that it has no limits ; bu btain the

glorious still to endeavour _'cci»1 obta

expression of the truth whic IS o ader-
to live according to that whic

stand of it.

i has
That which another says Of thinks

mpared to that

than teaching given, for' it is these which
utterly transform our existence.

The greatest, most wise gmd noble book
which contains all the wisdom, all the
experience, all the knowledge of the world,
would still be only aclosed bpok if it rested
always on the shelves of a library. Read
intellectually or theoretically, it would
disclose itself scarcely to any greater ex-
tent. It commences to live—in spite of
the latent life that it confines in each one
of its leaves—only at the moment when it
is understood by its reader, that is to say
applied in daily life.

Masters, Teachers, Sages are closed
books for us. Let us not admire solely
their appearance which can be compared
in short to the binding of the book. Let
us not go to Them because we are told
that They are great z}nd pure, but because
within we salute Their grandeur.

That which matters most is sincerity.
That is why we ought to know our Theos-
ophy for ourselves, ?hat which it asks of
us, that which it brings us, so thq.t we
may live what we understand of it without
being preoccupied with that which is for

others.

Does it make of us beings living, active,
poised, who feel in ourselves day by day
our dynamic grandeur ? Does it give us this
incessant desire for transfgrmanon which
is growth ? Does it unveil to us new
aspects which, more and more, permit us
to become one with the Real'? Is it the
substance of our life, or an intellectual
concept which we envisage after hours of
study ? Is it the bubbling source of ex-

i tance as °7%; i i t and always more
“°§- ?:u;}; Eﬁﬁf and accomplish. Dohx}ol: nen.(f:els,?alwa,ys different and alway
gxisticnterpret me, 1 beg of you- That v;slcit beautifu '
iyt 8 L1 et 85 4y can s cont o ol o
o o i oy S 918y ging to ot o i
if we find in it a new 8% B 08 5oy may suffer less and that men ey bocom
the release of an .::ﬁgughts which well  united — 1503’!81 )
:;egoxagu:}:)ewc:' lrgelﬂection have more value 17 Qctobe .
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«porary Journals

. Yractice

abundance of timely material made
=~ it necessary (o expand the October
issue of Mdetion Théosophigue from four
1o sis pages. This Belgian Section journad,
published in newspaper style, goes aleg to
2l Freneh-speaking members in Swityer.
Jand. The Genarat Secretary (Serge Rrisy}
appeals for assistance 1o Continye the en.
larged edition, saying . " Voug le pouver
Certainement si vypug le voules Vidiment,"
You can surely, if you wigh truly.)

A stirring editorial s tontributed by
the General Secretary op © Friendship in
1actice,”

The American Theosophist

The Octoher number of The Anterican
Theosophiss published a beautifuf tribute
by Dr. Arendale 1o Dr. Besant on het
birthday, Thepe a¥e several items in this
issue which emerged from the Chicago
Congress and the Post-Convention Sum-
mer School, for example, * The Study of
‘Z"f‘he Secred Doctring by Wiltiam 7, Ross ;

e Dharma of America ™ by Charles I,
Luntz and James 8, Perkins ; alsg articlas
by Clarg Codd, Geoffrey Hodson, lessie
R. MeAllister, and « discourse by Alex-
ander Horge on * Problems af Persanal
Surwva)."“A very substandial number, ang
the word sabstantial * may equally well

applied to the aditoria| or “ Lezdership
for Pegee ™. g touch of statecraft for which
Mr, Cook has both inclination and capacity,

A Bulletiy From Paris

From the Bullztin Tkénsa;&hique, the

French Sectiog Journal, for August.Octo-
er 1938 :

“We have fearned with regret of the
ung of Mile ¥ Germain, nexpactedly
'€ the holidays. Mile Germain fulfilfed
veral years the functions of librarian
at¢ Rapp (Section Headquarter},

" valuable qualities of order and
vere employed to the fulleet meg.

's¢ important duties, Sha WRS &
worker whoe fillad & breach until

33z

the end."  Tecause of her passing the nor-
wil service of the Library was delayed for
SOME weeks,

ln the same nambhet of the Bulletin o
glowing account i« given of the value of
the Headquarters Library and lecture hall
fo the people of Paris: * Bogks lent at-
tained a figure pever before realized, repre-
senting 13,500 hours of reading.” The pub-
lic shiowed a great interest it the many new
haoks that entich the library, particulas.
ly in natural science and philosophy. About
twenty-five workers render service to the
bibrary and bookshoep.

Among the 312 works edited or re-edited
by e Fomjiie Théosophigue, thirteen
were published this Jast year, including &
transiation of ¥ou by the Precident. Five
more works on oceultiom are in course of
publication,

The Goadwil} Branch {la Branche Vaol.
ontf) devoted to social service for women,
not only has under its auspices work for
the poor and needy, and aids in the re-
habilitation of prisoners, but conducts on
the thirg Wednesday of every month a
series of lectures designed to develop the
womanhood within us,

A group of Theosophists devotes jtself to
the helping of ald peonle,

R .

INDIAN ART IN EUROPE |

Three young Theosophists, Kumari Da.
man Badhwar and Szntosh Kanna of Delbi,
and Umesh K. Benegal of Bombay have
been giving recitals of Indiag dance and
music and showing slides of Indian art
on tour in Holland, Sweden, Norway, Den-
mark, Germany, Crechoslovakia, H UNRAry,
Belgium and other countries of Europe.

Ao

ACCELERATING

1t is better to foree the currant of sventy

than to wait for time.—THE MASTER
K.H.

A New Start At Sixty

HAD not seen the fittle old lady during
I my two years’ ahsence at the seaside.
1 remembered her stiffening, slow-moving
with age, sometimes forgetiul of her com-
pa?{yair and dress had lost courage and
aeatuess, and failing grip shewed in her
sitting-raom piled high with papers, lqogks,
knitting and needlework tumbled together.
5 m walked out.
&h%sheigor met her the week I came hoz}zle
she was utterly changed. She was g}aji{y
dressed, laughing and tai}&mg happ;ly, eé
eyes were alert, She discussed p ays}ank
concetts, and told me what Rowers to ﬁd
for at the Botanical Gardens. She 8
herself upright, with quick, lively c}mogg-
ments.  Sesing tz;y i{zterss‘:, a friend nod.

: 1 will explain.”
de?‘le told me the old lady had a bgdhshjcck
whea asn oculist warned her she m:ght a:?
her eyesight. Her daughter took charg t
“ Never mind, Mother; if the m}a;xé can;::t
treat your syes directly, we {Wfl} ?tfns
we can for your geperal heslth. ; h};
B e Sole 1 o she porouaded et
hife 77 Sp she

22::?;250:&3 t‘zke the best diet, io do 3 set
of exercises, to go out more, and fo drop
reading and bandwork for a year. d

All the shock of bad rews dxgappegr e
in the interest of {rving a new regn;ae. L
old lady set to work cheerfully e:m;x ilﬁ
touch typewriting, to let her eyesrest w e
she kept up a hig correspondence w

tends,
he%g;;: dwere abandoned ; but p!a.yg Xcg
found much more absorbing, he; gad
clothes were prettier thm; those ls i
made. Reading was sestricted o ?;—m 5
by heart ber favourite Voice of the 8¢ ee;lcé
and Stonzas of Deyan, so that she ‘g?ood
always have supreme loveliness t% brood
spon. And was she proud 7 Her si t
in the achisvement made svery day happie
erday.

th?ﬁ&’}:ﬁ saizi a rurse to whom i spo}l;e
of it, “ when folks are upset by a frzgx ;
they are more open to help than at other
times, if someons has understgndxgg s?:?.
pathy enough to start them im the
dirsction.”’—XATE SMITH.

MR. HODSON IN AUSTR,

Writing from Toowoumba, Queens
in November Mr. Geofirey Hodson
his visit to this plice was interesting
cause it was here that Colone} Oleott w
golden aopinions for Theosophy by b
generous settlernent of the Hartmang be-
quest.  Theosaphists at Toawaomba ware
only a small group, which Mr. Hodson has
doubled. He made a special campaign
against corporal punishment, apd is using
broadeasting to combat it He broadeast
alsa his Thevsophical conception of racial
evalution and the new type of Austradian
boy and girl.

Mr. Hodson has built up A synthetic
image of the new race type, who, he says,
“will mave with a grace and dignity alt
their own. There will be g certain aura
of vitality shining aboyt them. They will
be lovers of beauty and of all the arts,
particolarly dapeing ; raturally intuitive,
and as they grow older possessed of ap
innate wigdom,”

Mr. and Mys, Hodson motored back to
The Manor, Sydney, * to take & rest from
the public platform after nine vears,”

PRESENTATION TO
MR. BILIA

An address in a silver caskel, together
with the purse of over Rs. 1000, was pre.
seated to Mr. Framji J. Bilia at & public
meeting in Bombay on the 54 QOctober,
Owing to advancing age, Mr. Bilia recently
retired, and vo less than sizeen institutions
which he had helped, including the Blay-
atsky Lodge, were represented in the pres-
entation. . For 1Z years he was president
of the Lodge, and 2 member for gy
longer period. CUne of hig grep*
to the Parsi community was *
at the time of the byit™
Central Station, of
was finally -~
;iaﬂw"
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The TheOSOphical SOCiety President’s Fund : ?35; AS. P‘; OLCOTTS}C':IQSIOJLP‘;N FREE

T.S. in Australia, £10-0-0
The following donations from 5th August

a———————

FINAN N MR aby Welcome Centre:
n . CIAL STATEMENT Baby Rs. . p. 1938 to 31st October 1938 are acknowl-
RNy — 3‘!&’9 f " “ A Friend,” through Mr. N. % 0 0 edged with thanks :
A ollowing receipts fro Sri Ram . Rs. A. P.
D¢ a[:e ack;,’g Ils:i August 1938 to 31st Qctober 1938 Miss M. jones 10 ¢ 0 Miss I. M. Prest 5 0 0
e wledged with thanks: Mrs. D.R.D, .. 2500 Karachi Lodge, T.S. 9 00
Miss M. W. Morrison 110 8 Proportionate allocation of Adya.r
Annual Dues and Admission Fees: R o108 Day Collections . 1,000 0 0
TS in U Rs. & b wir Luang v oy fomard o 521 8 11 Y75 P Wates per Mr. Peter Z 00
8. mN ;*S‘.A,,.QSOG.SQ, 1937-8. 2,237 4 0 h uang Vudhikara, Siam Adyar Library: ' Freeman, £2. 26 10 8
o e Perlands Indies, Java, o7 rporough T, gugat S B 5 4 Rs. A p.  T.S.in England, £14-1-2 . 187 7 2
T 00 2 owards cast o ‘ Proportionate allocation of Adyar
ysea;ﬂl gt;stmha £26-6-0 for the 150 10 20 blaak charters ... 2113 5 Dl;y Collection - .. 2,400 0 O 1,208 110
8 [
;g mnEggrand . £20'2-10, 19378, 268 8 10 5,156 11 8 N. Srr Ram, . N. Sri Ram,
u tlo N ew Zealand, £21 11-8, e i Hon. Treasurer, Secretary-’l‘rmurer
T. sp in cf.fi.?i"%%é?? .. 28712 5 Donations (General): The Theosophical Society. Olcott Harijan Free School.
. 215 2 4
s 0 S. Africa, £13-1-9, 1937:8. 173 TS, i Hs. A. P~
; 7 0 .S. in Scotland, £5-8-0 -
L Ewlnd 400 far7e . 106 8 3 T3 nAws e e 93 . H.P.B. NIECES' FUND
vom , £7-16-0, 1937-8 ... 104 0 O in Wales, £5-0-0 ' . : . -
- Scf::);ltal:;‘l ill -17-1, 1937-8, 158 0 10 TS in Netherlands Indies, Ban- 66 10 8 Statement : October 1st 1937 to September 30th 1938 ‘
g merica in 2 in- oeng, Java ' - 1937. 8. D.
T ”S‘a"‘;“;‘; :ig 5(;93179%7 -8 e 136 5 6 M;‘ ;ayanhlal Thakor of ' Prabhat 202 0 0. Oct. 1st. Balance Bt. Forward 36 0 7
) 28 8§ 2 Hms 1938. .
¥S in Chile, £2-0-0, 1937.8 ... 26 11 4 101 0 0 , Jan. 6 By cash: Miss K. Smith, Eng. T.S. 110 O
T S. in Burma, 1937-8 3 0 0 560 2 11 ' 23 ., E.W, Bohle.. 010 @
%ix’nﬂUmguay, 193781hrough " 24 " IMll\s: %rc ]o(hnston) " 500
14 Ad PUR - March 7 " est” (Ad . 100
§ “sm:,npm,mgk:‘el (68, 19378 & lg g yar Day Collections: fe A P N 7 " 1\1&1- w. ]ohtx:ss:n(walAu;mSh;;) R ; 10
members outside Rus: . . . » Ao F. . 8 . iss M. Gibson (Wales o0
per Dr. Apna Kamensky, 193;,% 14 7 0 g:mg‘;yggeoso'lgh\cal Federation. 37 0 0~ . 16 " Mrs. R. Lewes (N.S.W. Aust) e 1 0°0
The Indian Section, T.S. 1937-8. 2 4 0 ge. T.5,, Denmark ... 11 80 C16 .. Mr. R. Davidson 200
Secretary, Miroku Lodge, T.S. — Y18 " Mrs. H. Barry U.s.A) 018 9
Tokyo, Japan, £1-15-0, 1038-9, 23 5 4 48 8 0 " 18 . Miss Johnston 0 8 4.
Manuk Lodge, T.S. per Mr, A F. Ad —— " 18 " Mrs. P. Abeck Bruce (Hol)and) 120
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Singapare Lodge, T. S. Slngapo;a. 86 8 8 Adyar Library Building Fund: ., on . Miss Todd Naylor “ ver 1 00
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ombasa Lodge, T.S. Mombasa, Holland izabeth Edwards, Soest April 14 " Mr. W. H. Burton (West Indies 200
£0-10-0, 1937- .. 610 8 and, £10-0-G ... e 13305 4 ., 14 .. Mr. Henry (Eng. T.8) . 100
Nairobi Lodge, T. S Nairobi, D s 28 . Wayfarers Lodge, Wmmpeg (Canada) . 1 31
19378 . 50 1 0 ispensary : " 28 » Mz R.P.Rom (ScotihT. " 710 0 0
Krishna Lod e T.S. Zanzibar, M Rs. A. P. . 28 ' Mrs. Cather (Eng. T. Sy .. S e 100
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ongor Lodge T.S., Kuals Lum. r. v. Gopa.hsw;m. Iyer’ ., 3 " Miss K. Smith (Eng. S) 300,
S p\cxlr. 1937-8, £2:00 .. 2610 8§ M’l‘an;ore s 00 Sept. 22 Lodge San Salvador o e 2 00
yed Abdul Hafiz, Aurangabad, Mrs. Buch, Adyar ... e 1000 Sept. 1 To payment Mde Jelikhovsky L
1938-9 . 40 o Mptlms Ransom ... 500 £5 per month . f60 00 )
Mr. Petar de Abrew ng]on' A é“ M. Jones 10 ¢ © 1 Bank c¢harges s 1 40
1937-8 15 0 o Mrztxbl.od e, T.S. .. 35 860 Sept. 30 By balance Car. Fod ' ... w 84 00 v “
) — w 1000 , -
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Registered No. M.3448
NEW LODGES

The following new Lodges have been
chartered at Adyar:
Los Angeles, Calidornia, U.S A.: The Theo-

sophical Society in Los Angeles (Chela Lodge),
8-3-1938.

Forest Grove, Oregon, [J.S.A The Theo-
sophical Society in Forest Grove, 18-4-1938,
Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A.: The Theosophical

Society in Atlanta (Youth Lodge), 5-5-1938.
Tongview, Washington, U.S.A.: The Theo-
sophical Society in Longview, 16-5-1938.
Atlanta, Georgia, U.S. A :
T.S., 1-6-1938.

Bettiah (Behar), India :
7-9-1938.

Fdmonton*, Alberta,
City Lodge, T.S.,

Georgia  Lodge,

Gokhale lodge, T.S.,

Canada: The

27-10-1938.

Capital

Transfer

The Blavatsky Lodge, T.S., at Shanghai, China,
atached to the Russian T.8. outside Russia, is
transferred to the DPresidential Agency of Iast
Asia.

Amalgamation

Yygpdrasit Lodge TS, of Minneapolis, U.S.A.,
is amalgamated with the Minneapolis Lodge, T.S.,
of the same place, 30-6-1938.

Lodges Dissolved

Fort Worth, Texas, U.S.A. Fort Worth Lodge,
T.S., 30-6-1938.

* Attached to Adyar Headquarters through the
Canadian Federation.
G. SRINIVASA MURTI,
Recording Secretary,
The Theosophical Society.
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