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lesson indicating the scope of the
author himself are some special features which
subject. L Co
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This new series of English Readers provides, in addition to suitable reading matter,

The language has throughcut been “carefully -

I structure soas to lend itself readily to
Presentation the age
vays been horne in mind. The lessons have  been
the pupil in matters that are really important for them. "The
wnglish Language as written and .
Ths books are well Hlustrated.

Applications from the Heads of institutions for specimen copies will be complied, with,
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General Science: Ramon Serizs for 1V Form
and V & VI Forms, By B. PATTABHIRAMAYYA
and K. V. Siva Rao, ’
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Book IT: V & VI Forms in two pafts.
Part T As, 14/- Part 11 {in the Press)
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'EDUCATION PURE AND SIMPLE

ey ®

By KutaraTH! DRr. J. H, COUSINS . S

is the 'adjustment .of mecthods and

materials to both general and local
nceds; not losing sight of local nceds
through special interest in general princi-
ples, not laying down laws on rural educa-
tional psychology based on urban research,
and not forgetting broad fundamentals in-
enthusiasm for local activities.

There was a time, it is with us still in
practice though principles have passed it

THE‘ problem of cducation, as I sce it,

by, a time when education in India had -

a purely urban intention, the creation of
clerks for governmental and other
services. The result of this intention, be-
canse it did not cover the whole educa-
tional need of the people, was cultural and
economic decay in the rural areas, anda
spurious importance in the urban ceatres.
The pendulum has begun to swing in the
most
frequently used phrase now-a-days on the
in the press is “willage
reconstruction,” including education.

The phrase is an old friend of my
youth in Ireland where, half a century ago,
preciscly the same problem of the im-
poverishment of the countryside and the
artificial expansion and arrogance of the
large towns and  cities presented
itself tH thinkers and statesmen. In Ire-
land, however, the question of education
at the time of which 1 speak was not so
urgent, as it was practically universal.
The problem was maialy an economic one.:
But the effort to improve rural economic
conditions had a bencficial cffect on rural
education by stimulating interest in useful
pamphlets and newspapers dealing with
country affairs, and by widening the
necessity for the calculation of production
and disposal of products."

Rural reconstruction in India began‘
economically in the movement for the
restoration of home-made cloth, but has
now expanded to include education. This

.academical.

is all to the good; but there isin it a risk
of the over-emphasis of rcaction against
former conditions inverting life-valuces,
and making the higher powers of the indi-
vidual the scrvants of bodily nccessity.
Under the spiritual guidance of Mahathma
Gandhi the risk at present may be purcly
All the same it is well to
recognise it. Vocation, the job of daily
lifc, is cssential to everyone; buta dceper
necd is the opportunity to call out (evoke)
the ‘inhercnt powers of the individual—
powers of thinking, feeling, creating, aspir-
ing—without which the activitics of mate-
rial life can never be successful. Unless
these inner powers are evoked, unless we
have what' I may call evocational cduca-
tion, vocational educaticn will fail.

There is this also to be said concerning
the educational aspect of rural rcconstruc-
tion in India; that it runs also the risk of
simultaneously being dominated by the city
and neglecting the city. So far as T can
judge, the minds of those who are engaged

in the working out of schemes of cduca-

tional reform in Iundia are mainly of the
cityfied kind, and are liable to give an
urbanizéd touch to their deliberations.
The working out of the Wardha scheme
can hardly escape being coloured by the
necessity of marketting the products of
vocational education, and marketting is
ultimatcly a city .or semi-city affair.

On the other hand, the cducation of
the town or city-bred student cannot afford
to be neglected through diversion of
educational interest from wurban to rural
matters; for it is a long-observed fact that
city conditions tend to emphasise the less
ideal faculties of humanity, and to produce
a sharpness of character which,. if not
counteracted by culture, may cut both
itself and others.. Moreover, the products
of legislation, which ultimately controls all
action, are not country growths: they are
city fabrications, and can foster or ruin



» of persons inheriting, intensifyipg and

%

- .of the past.  Eliminate teachers and peda-

.. . -

' . .

scheme, bad or good; for which
©n it 15 very necessary that city educa-
tion should be given an equal chance with
ouniry education to develop itsvhighest
ties and use them for

Eis

any contreversial intention, or to disparage
any reconstructive cffort, but to lead
up to a statement of my personal eredo,
- which is not “vacation including cduca-
tion,” but “.education including vocation ;
or, as an alternative formula, * education,
evocational and vocational.” ,

“As a matter of fact, the word edunca-
tion needs no qualification.  Any adjective
to the noun education distorls its true
nature and purpose. This is the esscnce
of what 1 desire to_point out, I believe in

. ¢ Education pure and simple,”  This may
sound like a double inconsistency in adding
not mercly one adjective but two. But it
is not so bad as it sounds; for.I take
the dictionary. meaning of “ pure ” as “that

L
L

and that only,” and *simple” as meaning -

“undivided, unmixzed, complete.”  These
adjectives do not qualify or add to edu-
cation : their intention is to prevent our
doing so by keeping us to education only—
but it must be complete education, unmixed,
undivided.  And those other adjectives,
evocational and vocational, recognise the
fact that education both educes (draws
out) and evokes (calls out), and that, in
doing so, it should all the time bec con-
cerned with the life of the student in his
and her own cnvironmeat, not of other
students elsewhere, , ,
But where does the authority forrany .
view of education rest? Not with the pro-
_pounder of it, unless he or she has been
perfectly- educated, which would -pre-sups
posc a perfect way of education that does
not exist: not in curricula and time-tables,
which are expedients of imperfect edu-
cation; not in syndicates and boards and
committees, for they are largely  composed

propagating the educational imperfections

»

°°
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the common' -

I do nol mention these points with

any di

Canadytical piye

crequires, | T UAy
viction, that

-a surface (like science) cannot, in the
~nature of things,
and finally fegislate fora sphere (which is |

N

.

gogics, and education of a sort will still. go
on, for growth, upwards like a palm, or .
downwards like a cow's wail, is inesca pable, |
But ‘tliminate the stadent, and education j
will ¢ to have any cause for existence, |
except perhaps as a profession to whose
text-book students are disturbing appens !
dices, 1 once, heard a teacher, far onin a 4
long discussion ol educational * problems, |
say: “Alter all, we must take the student
into consideration.”  The first article of !
my owr educational credo is, “ Before all,
we must take the student into consideras
tion.”  Hducation pure and simple can
recognise no other authority (han | the |
individual for whem it exists. .
This may, at first sight, seem +to ‘
threaten educational anarchy; for it can |
har(ily be denied that students, potential o I
actual, are so bewildered either by lack of {
education or by imperfect education, that |
they are no more certain than  their |
|
i

teachers or educational authorities are as
to what they really pecd in  education.
To take the student into consideration in

astic sense would appear to ask {or
trouble.  But the trouble in education
today, and any other trouble that may arise
in the transition from imperfect to semi-
perfect edugation, is due to the fact that,
notwithstanding all that has been done hy |
ology in conncction with
education, the "actnal whole student has
not yet beéen taken into consideration to
anything like theé ‘extent’ that he or she

!

"Flhe question of avthority again arises: |
Whe or what s to decide whayg the whole
dent really is, and what he o# she really !
s i edogation ¥ - shall not here go -
into all the reasons for. my personal con-

all not get much ‘nct].ﬁ'
from either philosophy or scicnce iu the
scarch for & complete view of the student, |
I shall just reenuon one fignrative reason |

that scemns to me to express fundamentals ;-
that is, that a line (like philosophy) or

completely understand

s
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‘the student). 1 have heard of a student

of child psychology who could reel off long
passages irom authorities on the subpct
but who knew little or nothing aPout deal-
ing with children “in the round.” On the
other hand, I have seen miracles of dis-
cipline and expression worked on a mob gf
students by a teacher who would not be

able to tell the difference between Freud

and fraud, or between Jung and jungle,
as he did not know what the first term 1n
each question meant. : ‘

Let me put the matter as a common-
sense proposition, that the ultimate need
of the student, in India, in _Lsndo-n,
anywhere, iz the oppoxtumt}i, with sym-
pathctic guidance, and help in ways and
means, to develop in thrce directions—
(1) Doing, (2) Desiring, (_3)‘ Deliherating,
T 1se these terms in satisfaction of an old
habit of finding 2ids to memory. But these
“Three I’s” of education can be other-
wise stated as activity (which embraces
physical education), Teeling (wlnc}? neces-
sitates artistic education), and thinking
(which covers all kinds of mental e(_iuca-
tiom), 1 I am desired to sound highly
academical for a moment, I 5h1a11 confess
that my *threc Ds” arc masks for the
conation, hedonic toné (affcctlveness), and
cognition of the educational psycholpgy
that I began with almost forty vears ago m
the University of Dublin, and that remaius,

. with extendcd meaning, the trinngular base

of the pyramid of complete education.

The place of Doing and Deliberating
in education is now generdily recogmsed.
Physical training and mental operation are
not yet, however, at’ their -full ¢m01(§x1z::,'.
But they are there, and can be improved.
This is more than can be said (_)f Desiring
~—the expression of a natural impulse to-
wards self-gratification and self-expericnce,
—which has not yet begun to have a place
in education in India.

1 shall not discuss here the causes of
the neglect of desire-education in India.
The Scottish religious reformer, wjohn
Knox, answered a hair-splitting questioner

_on the origin of sin, by saying that he was

too busy trylg to get sin out of ti'xe world
to have time to worry about how it got in.
1 have seen girls who had passed through
the police courts of the United States of
America transformed into model young
wornen by what I may call the art-treat-
ment. I have seen American boys who
might have become thieves and murder-
ers turned into useful and happy citizens
through being given the opportunity of

expending their feelings and growing
- - ‘ - * " r - -
encrgies in making articles for whose

beauty they earned praise and for whos
usefulness they earned money. Wise edu-
cators had combined evocation and voca-
tion. They had realised the truth of the
adage that _

Satan finds some mischief still

For idle hands to do......
and they had made mischief supcrfluous
and inartistic by giving work to the idle
hands, work that rcleased creative energy
and satisfied feeling. They had banished
the destructive adventurc of crime by
substituting for it the creativej adventure
of arts and crafts.

We have not, of course, in India any-
thing like the amount of delinquency that
some other countries suffer from. But, as
the Dewan of Travancore pointed out
some time ago in a speech on the new
University of that State, the rapid growth
of population, with itz mcreased needs,
necessitates a change from unproductive
to productive education, if discontent and
disorder are to be avoided.

An economic problem is here involved
whose solution will bring arts and craits
into education through necessity, if they
cannot be brought in by persnasion. An
increase of products for human usc is
essential.  Certain of these will come {from
outside the State, and their cost will have
to be met by an increase of production of
articles  sellable outside the  State.
This will mean more citizens capable of
working in agriculture and manufacture.
Other necessities are produced in the
State. Increase of these by purchase adds

Sead

to the financial lIoad of the State: increase
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by production within the State reduces
that load. 1Inall circumstances more em-
ployment is called for; and the more
employment the less opportunity for Satan
and his mischief; and what applies to
Travancore applies to every area in India.

But this additional employment is not
the kind that education in India has had
in view for a century and a half, namely
clerical employment, That kind of spuri,
ous education has ceased to be of use to
any but a very small percentage of the vast
population of the country. Educational
authorities are now trying to find ways for
giving education a turn towards the living
needs of the student. This means the
education of the second “D” of our for-
mula in the sense in which we use it,
namely, Desiring in the double sense of
getting (which is vocational) and giving
{which is evocational).

Arts and craffs in education have, to
change cur terms, both a utilitarian and a
cultural value. I need not stress the first:
a uscful thing needs no further argument
than its usefulness to commend it. But
cultural values, because they reside in the
inner nature of persons and circumstances,
‘are not so obvious, and are generally over-
looked. Culture concerns quality more
than quantity, while utility concerns
quantity more than quality. But, just as
culture cannot show itself unless it has
a minimum of quantity to work on, so
quantity cannot render its proper service
without some degree of quality, and the
higher the degree the better. Quantity,
if it goes beyond nccessity, as in over-
cating, may. lead to destruction, Quality,,
with enough” but no more than cnough of
quantity to serve its purposes, always justi-
fies itself.

Culture in this sense is the most im-
portant thing in life, both economically
and spiritually-—using the latter term as
meaning the inner nature of humanity, By
exercising the sense of order and design,
it brings simplicity and tidiness into per-.
sonal conduct, home life, and organised
affairs. By developing taste for artistic

things, it increases the demand for them,
and expands pleasant and profitable occu- |
pations; it also brings beauty into daily.

life, and diminishes waste in ugly and un-

necessary things. By liberating feeling and:

energy in satisfying activitics, it prevents
their diversion into actions that are
unpleasant for others and ultimatcly
detrimental to the individual's own happi-
ness and well-being.  Culture through arts
and crafts puts the individual under the
discipline necessary to a particular art-

craft, and this scase of dizscipline spreads-
itself into other phases of life, and

diminishes the necessity of the prevention,

detection and punishment of misdemean-
ours and crime. And the highest service.

of art-cilture is the development of the
- . . [}
sense of order, balance, continuity, rhythm,

and other qualitics thut are summed up in®
the term Beauty, qualitics that reveal to

the mind the wonder of the universal life,
and purify and dignify the soul with the’
mystery and joy ol participation in the
divine process of perpetual creation, '
Just how the second “D” in educatior
pure and simple, (the education of the
desire, or {eeling, or emotional or expressive
nature of the student) can be developed
remains to be found out. The place of"
art in the schools of India is deplorable.
The realization of the absolute and urgent
necessity of bringing arts and crafts fully .
into school education will involve much
re-arrangement in accommeodation, materi-’
als and time-tables: it will lead to. the'
consideration of the relative value of other
subjects in an alrcady full curriculum with'
a view to the setting frec of periods for’
drawing, painting, carving, ‘modelling, and:
the like : it will necessitate the training of |
teachers, in itself a Jarge problem: and
under it all will be the matter of public
finance. But my conviction, which is
backed by the experience of pure-and- |
simple education elsewhere, is that money .
spent on complete education will ultimately |
be found to be the most profitable invest- |
ment, for it will increasc the higher human
values on which all other valucs depend.

|

Dr. ZAKIR HUSAIN COMMITTEE REPORT
Its Scheme of Studies '

By Mr. ARBDUL GHAFUR, B.A, Hons. {London), M. A., M. S¢. (Aligarh),

Professor of method and curriculum-  tional system have tried to create an inspi-
making at Columbia, when last in  ring atmosphere in experimental schools

'DR. KILPATRIC, the world famous coul-less confusion of the Indian educa-

India, visited a fmnous agricultural school and to raisc a better generation for the
and the instructor there put him a question country. - One ok' them is the creator of a
in frantic despair, “ Hlow can I teach the New School .thaf has been described as the
use and care of agricultural machinary to greatest Inst}tuhon in the world by compe-
a Loy who before coming here has never  tent authority. A sccond h:}s been in
had “a hammer in his hand.”” It is just charge of the Shantincketan bchqczl ano- -
. this state of affairs that Dr. Zakir Husain’s  ther splendid achicvement of the idcals of
Commitiee Report sets itsell to remedy. New Llducation. A third is an educationist
Tts aim is that the pupil may not only of world reputation. In fine they are not
see a hammer but may hammer it away

the “ Window dresser ” or the “Showman,”
they are sincere workers who have the
clearest notions and the closest grasp of
the objectives, methods and the practical
implications of the Activity principle in
education, an ideal that will be the beacqn
light of the school of the future, and this
scnse of praciicability and a dynamic view
of lifc are nowhere so prominent as in the
curriculum, its method and organisation as

effectively- ‘

t is worse than useless to recount the
glaring flaws of the primary and the
secondary school curriculum and the least
that can be said is that it is neither right
in mcthod, nor in curriculum. [t is neither
child-centred nor subject centred; it is a
sell-centred system, snug and  seclf-com-
sladent in the iniquity of its. conservatism
(gmd aloofness frmln the reality of life. It proposed by them.
is a passively receptive, informational A careful perusal of the scheme of
system, not enlivened by a scintillating  studies r_eveals the fagt that t}?ge curngulum
contact with actual life situations. is a chlld-'centrcd. scheme in the tru1e§t

The prollem before the }lemmtte'(; ii?ffe:tc;f E(S;dg:(ie’s ;}:i ';};}zltr;agcl; ‘i;) nxéz

as n touct atch there, 1 crests, c1es ar ptu : !
:1815% gl?i ﬂler{zl:g:xlt)lif;C::fi)? I{)x;[ileing an,cw, from the P“{el}\" md“"d}“ah§tm Vlt‘:\\'p}i)ltlt
planning {rom the aimsand objectives to but fl‘OII_l the -:iof,aal] ()?c t 1:11'(}_15_ comptre Ien;
the minutest details of organization and sive enough to mmemde and bring out 13
. o s best in the individual. This is the
teacher tuaining and { am g;(_m{zdent t}‘mg i:pprmrh of the school of modern Psycho-
clte _ommiltce o unassumin approie 5t > 8
:f?lf-l}:)g;\zf)rlcefrsc 1::ould be sclected for the logy hkff that of Adler, Dewey and others.
purpose. I am not here to sing a hymenal It is worse than a platitude to state
to the Committce but one cannot help Fhat no system of education can be worth
appreciating the judicious choice, and the its name if it has not got a (}ehmtT aml1
Committee can fairly lay claim to have and objective nirespfect of t‘xe cultural,
the most suiluble personnel that has ever social, r.nora} and last but not the least, the
acted on any Indian Committec for educa- economic ideal of the community for
tion, representing: the active, dynamic and which :ach a syste{? 115z ;bem;.; pro'pcl)sed.
cxperimental aspect of education. T'hey In the history of Indian Ec ucation we have
arc all - workers in the ficld of education, ‘ghe instance of the British rulers dcﬁm’ng
who though educated themselves -in the in the clearcst terms, the aim of English
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education in India to be the ‘~produétion of
a class of literates who may help them in

the administration of the country, and we.

see the tragic culmination of that unworthy
aim in the tragedy of our begging scholars
and unemployed graduates.  Nevertheless,
it brings out in a most poignant manner
the significance and importance of definite
aims for a system of education.. :

“The Report can lay cliim to be the
first great document in the history of
English education in India that sets in the
most uncompromising terms an aim of
education which is to make every student
into a self-supporting unit through - well-
integrated all-sided cducation; a self-sup-
porting unit, intellectually, moraily and
cconomically. -

The process and method through
which this aim is to be achieved shall be
mainly dctermined by the needs and
interests of the child.- The contents of
education are to be selected from the same
point of view, his interests and aptitudes
as they find themselves mirrored in his
reactions to his environments, social and
natural and how these two weld together
into a harmonious whole in the pérsonality
of the child and blossom forth into creative
work, at once useful and implying highest
principles of truth and beauty. Thus the
Report implies three nuclei of interest—
the human, the natural and the craft—and
the subjects of study are to be grouped
round these Centres. Such an approach
involves a correlation of a higher order
than generally conceived of. Under this
system, Cycle system—as it is named by
thc_ Russian - educationist, Pinkevitch—the
subjects of the curriculum are grouped
together under certain principles and then
an intimate and close correlation is struck
- between the various groups. ‘

To-day there is no correlation worth
the name in the Indian schools. The
makers of the curriculum appeared to be
rather benighted believers in the faculty
theory that-conceives of mind as divided
Into varjous water tight Ccompartments;

‘generation. We ha
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and to subserve thtc demands of each
faculty, the curriculum is pigeon-holed .into
thought-tight units. But the modern con- !
ception of the child mind is that of a unity |
and his reactions and experiences are being |
‘constantly modified, reorganised and syste- |
matised under this principle. There is a'
principle " of continuity running through!
the whole texture of his experience, a rain- |
bow of the richest and variegated colours, |
giving nevertheless the unique impression .

f beauty and truth that may scatter away
under the mists of artificial partitioning.
By coucciving of the whole knowledge as’
a unity, we make the study of individual(
subjects more compreheansive, iMuminating
and closely related to a well integrated\f
system, thereby ensuring a clearer under-
standing and much saving of time. The!
Report can legitimately lay claim to be’
ploneer in introducing the principle to the:
schoolmaster and the practical worker in’
education. : ‘

The closer association of education-
and the community life is another salient
featqre of the Scheme and this close"
relation 1s equally prominent in the acade-
mxc.learnmg, craft education and the extra '
curricular activities of the pupil. In mak-'
ing the mother tongue the foundation of -
all teaching, in the emphasis on cultural
and’social unity of the people of India. in '
the - teaching of history, in starting the
study of geography and natural scit;:nces
from the study of the immediate cnviron- -
ments of the child we discover the same .
attempt to knit as closely as pos:ibl‘e ;du: ‘:
cation with the wealth of cxr)(;rience in
the community life and natural environ-
ments. But above all one meets this)
fundamental principles of educational phi-{‘
losophy, realised in practice in the basic |
craft. “And what gives this recommetzt:la* |
tion a special value is not the inclusion '
f’f, a craft in the curriculum but the.ohiect .
it will serve in the make-up of thc‘ r‘x);;t;g ;

ve had a reiteration

of the-emphasis ¢ i i
mphasis on a pre-vocational bias !

in education and nauseum from Wood.'
Abbot and Hartog Committee- Report |

+
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downwards and in some schools subjects
like manual training and agriculture were

-actually introduced. And ‘what was the

result of such an aimless inclusion? The
subjects, optional in most instances were
half heartedly taught and indifferently
learnt and the knowledge of the child
became the laughing stock of the artisan
and the worker outside the school. - What
was the fun of teaching these subjects to
a pupil who was going up to the Univer-
sity? The result was an ever widening gulf
between the school and society and in the
majority of cases the painful conclusion of
Dr. Kilpatrick was only too true, “It
sickens the heart to lcarn how many
students of agriculture in India are prepar-
ing merely to teach agriculture, anything
but use it in farming.” 1f the Report
becomes an eye opener to such a parlous
state of affairs it would have done no
disservice to the country. If it puts a stop
to that abominable proccess of de-prepara-
tion for life, it would have served its
purpose

Then there is the problem of prema-
ture withdrawl from the schools that is one
of the major causcs of the wastage of
pubtic money and the time and energy of
the pupil. Any careful survey—and un-
fortunately no satisfactory study has been
attempted so far—will bear ample evidence
to the fact that one of the chief causes of
the premature withdrawl is either the
cxtreme poverty that does not allow the
parents to deprive them of the humble but
nevertheless indispensable share of the
pupil in ‘making both ends meet or the
perfectly legitimate fear that the school
cducation may not turn the head of the
young Hopeful, thus incapacitating him for
anv useful occupation for the whole of his
life. The Report is the first solution of
this knotty problem which marks it out
as a distinct. step in bridging the gulf
between school and society-

A subject like Social studies is alto-

gether a new departure in the history of
gurriculum making. The subject. takes

.
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the place of Humanities in older schools.
The subject consists of history, geography
and civics and the centre of interest here
is the social environment of the child.
The aim will be to impart to the child
a richer and more comprchensive under-
stunding of his social bearings, the geogra-
phical setting and.how far it is being
constantly moulding and in its turn being
moulded by the human- factor, together
with a scnse of civic virtue and social
solidarity which forms the basis of a suc-
cessful crusade against naturc. Abstract
conceptions like ttme and space become
concrete through such a harmonious re-
conciliation of history and geography
because it is common experience that
children and even adults conceive of time
generally in terms of space. The subject
formed the hub from which radiated all
other subjects, or combined into it, at
Colonel Parker's School in America while
the well known attempt at curriculum
reform called Winnetka Scheme framed
by Dr. Harold Rugg, Washburne and
others makes social studies as the backbone
ol the whole plan. It is not easy to
appraise the great harm done to the child
through an artificial separation of history
and geography. * Do you know Alexander
the Great?” “Oh, yes! once in standard
Gfth.” It scems the {full significance of
cuch an event in the history of his nation,
the relation of the homeland to world
history, its cultural and social implications
have been totally lost over this typical
preduct of our educational system. 1t is
because the event was-taught as one of the
facts in a medley crowd of other similar
facts to be reproduced annually on -the
eve of an examination and it did not form
a part of a well coordinated, well integrat-

2

- ed system of ideas that was closely knit by

the ties of its social, geographical, and cul-
tural implications.

History is o vast treasurc house of
facts and the primary duty of the curricu-
Jum framer is to make a wise sclection and
indicate portions that are to be.emphasized
and others that have to be skipped
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throny . The scheme proposes 2 judici- bute a highly significant quota to the

ous cloice of material and a dypamic view history curriculum which will thereby gain
of history, humane and constuctive, pro- 'in comprehensiveness and depth of vision’
gressive and cvolutionary, national in out- and outlook. : :
look but deeply. imbued with a reverence . The reverential study of varicus great
for. greatness An man, cultural, SOClﬂl. OT  religions of the world is not only essential
religicus found in any country or clime. 00 4 indispensable motive of inculcats i
‘I‘n' the words of the Report the object is ing into the pupil a’spirit for tolerance and !
to develop a broad human iaterest in "h_"' respect lor the susceptibilities of others, |
progress of mankind in general and India but mainly because a breadth of vision, ;
in partlc:u]:tr_;agd to develop mutual respect o candidness and a burning desire to |
for worid religions.” recognise and appreciate truth and beauty
To-day what constitutes the curricu-  under whatever garb  has been the .
lum in history in the majority of Indian hallmark of Indian mental and intellectual |
schocls s considerahle memory work in outlook., It is why India is in  itscif !

Indian :nd sometimes Laglish history. a microcosm of world thought and creeds;
There is a repetition of the whole history its history does not mirror them on |
at differ atslages, a process which is an  a smaller scale but shows further develop- |
atrociows misnomer for the concentric  ments and new combinations that blog-
mcthod.  There is no vlace for any variety somed forth out of the countless wavs |
of appri ch, change of method or trans- of reaching the Ultimate Reality., This -
s evalmatifey of viewpoirt or emphasis.  The principle of Unity one finds working itself |
subjecta ,pears more like a desert island  out in Tndian painting, architecture, music,
in the m. utal horizon af the pupil than social usages, literature and the Committec
a rich laed of tropical luxuriance recciving is to he congratulated that it has brought
lifo-givir ‘springs from outside and in its pointed atlention to bear upon the evolu-
turn, a h* *ic of fountain heads that sends  tion of political and cultural unity in the
streams ¢ nvigorating thowg 4 and culture national history. ‘
into dista' .t lands. This Report has met The history of national awakening
a long felv'and urgent need of the history  that is to-day huddled away to the fag-cund
curriculun. by suggesting the inclusion of of the toxt beok ina collection of ill as- .
the stories of great liberators ol mankind sorted facts about Viceroys and corona- ]
and their victories of peace.  If thismeans tions deserves a more careful study, not for !
a biographical approach to tle cultural, the sake of national glory but because it is
social and moral progress of humanity, it the most relevant and illominating study
will set off the splendid achicvements of  for throwing light on so many of our social, .
Indian civilisation in this tespect at a great  political and economic problems, “Make ;
advantage and the child will be able to  the present real in the light of the past™ !
appraisc the great contribution of his  never strikes more truly than in the signifi- °
motherland and the high place to which . cance of this episode of our history in ex»
she is entitled in the heirarchy of nations. plaining the hidden springs of our ‘modern ‘
The Report takes rather a comprchensive  problems. The co-operative study of some
view of the great achicvements of huma-  paper, preferably brought out by the scliool L=
nity in several fields of activity, likc science, community will supply the material to dis-,
medicine, exploration, social service  cover forces and counter-forces that ars °
and emancipation work, and here once moving the world to-day and their repurs
plore we come across the principle of cussions on Indin and her problems. ,’
correlation working out into very signifi- In its recommendations on the use of .
cant  results. The subject of General the mother tonguec as a medium of |
Science and Geography will thus contri- instructign, the Committee completed the
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remains uminitiated into the beauties of
nature, except for that misnomer for nature
study, the observaticn of models of plants or
animals in the school room and even that
is conspicuous by its absence in so many
primary schools.
enjoyment activity for the child, ought to
find its expression not in the depressing
atmospherd of a drawing room where the
children are confronted with lifeless models
or geometrical pattern to draw. It ought
to be correlated according to the Report

with expression and illustrative work in all

other subjects which will thus gain con-
siderably in conercteness and interest. It
will be the application of the work method
in education for which the proposed school
creates a most congenial atmosphere. One
of the main causes for drawing having
failed to evoke the right type of msthetic
response amocng the children is that such
“an activity subject is quite out of tune in
an institution which is controlled by book
learning ideals.

The study of music and the study of
the stars are some other suggestions for
developing an wsthetic taste and love of
beauty and rhythm among the children.
There is hardly any provision for music in
our schools except for a pandemonium of
squeaks, shricks and howling in the course

Drawing, a play or

of the opening prayer of the school. The
stars, the lamps of the night are not only

the guide of the peasant wayfarer when he '

sets upon a lonely trek at night but a faith-
ful chroiometer that times for him the
hours of the night.
voice whispers from the heart of the night

and the stars speak in words as eloquent .

as that of poetty or a great work of art.

To a sensitive soul, a |

Then there is the ideal of citizenship -

implicit in the Scheme, and the conception

of a co-oprative community in which the

motive of social service will domisnate, all
the activities of the children. Civies wont
be taught in a dry as dust fashion but will
be a practical achievement throngh the

self-governing institutions and School parlia- |

ment.

The Scheme did not originate from

the heated imagination of a wild schemer; -

it is the result of an age long experience

and inlimate contact with education in the '

widest sense of the term; its details have
been worked by a Committee of practical
workers in the field of education.” There
may be a difference of opinion over the
details but there is no denying of the fact
that the scheme is of a high educational

value in its principles, method “and
orgranisation.

THE OXFORD SYSTEM *

MORE IMPRESSIONS OF AN OXFORD GRADUATE

pressions of a freshman at an Oxford

College were given ; what instructions he
received from the Bursar, how he arrived
with £80 in his pocket, how he brought his
gown and partook with awe of his first
dinner in ‘ Hall”  We may take up his tale
from there.

‘EN a former article some of the first im-

* Discipline * he writes, ‘though unobtru-
sive and of a different type from that at

* The first partb of this article appeared in the
October MNumber of this Journal p. 117,

-

school, is
college gates are closed at 9 each evening,
after 101 warning strckes on the great bell
of Tom, Tower. From 9 to 10 p.ni. the
porter will admit you ‘without fine though
he enters- the time of your return in his
register.  From 10 to midnight you must
pay a fine if you cause the gate to be opened.
After midnight no.one is allowed in or out
except by special written permission of the
Provost.. (Perhaps I should explain that the
heads of different colleges are given different
titles, the word Principal is not often used.
H

certainly not neglected. The

THE OXFORD SYSTEM

“in our college the head is called the Provost).
No one may be away from college or lodgings .

cven for one night without special permission.
This is to stop nndergraduates spending gay
nizhts in Londoen too often! There are also
rules about regular attendance at Hall-
Dinner and Chapel—we have a magnificent

_chapel in the Renaissance style at Queen’s

College—though we are allowed to be absent
from both a certain number of times per
term. When these rules are broken or when

‘a student otherwise behaves badly he is

punished by being ‘gated.’ This means
that he must be inside the college by nine
o'clock cvery night over a specified’ period.
It prevents him enjoying the plensures of the
theatre and cinema or paying evening visits
to his friends in other colleges. For serious
offences such as continued nogligence in
study (this is detected in the terminal college
examinations called *collections ' which are
held immediately after’ each vacation) or
notoricus intemperance, a man may be ‘sent
down’ i. . suspended from college altogether
for a 4ime or even completely, Such disci-
plinary measurcs are in the hands of the
Dean of the college assisted by Senior College
when pecessary. In addition to this college
digcipline there is  University  discipline

administcred by the Proctors who are im--

portant officials appointed annually by two
of the colleges in rotation.  Remember that
there are no less than 23 men’s colleges and
4 women's colleges in the University, The
Proctors deal with cases outside college
jurisdiction and can even intervene in the
civil courts of -the city should any under-
graduate be involved therem.’

 All this however ’ our friend continues,
‘may give you far too gloomy an irupressicn
of Oxford life.  These restrictions are really
unobtrusive and within them we are lelt
remarkably free with regard to both work
and recreation, Each man has two tutors,
one his Moral Tutor who watches his general
progress and conduct and gives him help and
advice, and the other his ¢ Schools’ Tutor
who guides . his studies. Each student
chooses for himself the ‘School’ he wishes to

“read—usually it will be one of the Honour

Schools of History, Law, Natural Science,
Literae Humaniores, Medicine or English.
The course involved two examinations. One,
called the Firat Public examination, is taken

“at the end of the second or third term, this

more or less corresponds to the Intermediate
in India. The second, calied 'the IHonour
School, comes at the end of the full three
years’ course. When you have chosen your
course your Schools Tutor gives you a list of
available lectiires in that faculty and suggests
which of them you might attead. In the
Arts’ courses lectares are rarely compulsory.
The tutor also gives you a week’s reading
and an easy subject and henceflorth you have
to visit him weekly to read your essay to
him, listen to his criticism of it, aad receive
the next assignment of work. This method
of centring the study round a weekly essay
for which considerable preparation is neces.
sary 13 far more effective than mere ettendance
at leciures can ever be. DBut of course it is
an expensive method as it involves a large
stafl in every college. There are about 26
‘Fellows ' as well as additional Tutors on
the staff of our college althongh we have only
about 160 students. This explains why
tuition fees are so high at Oxford.’

‘You sze how well our discipline and
cur intellectual progress are cared for. But
this is hardly half the story of Oxford’s
value. The influence of the place cannot be
analysed so easily, It is most powerful in
the atmosphere of college life, an atmosphere
compounded of many things, games, clubs,
societies, hospitality, arguments and debates,

.the wonderful book shops, all environed by

the sheer beauty of the architecture and of
the tawns and gardens and rivers of the city.
There is only one way to discover the secret
of Oxlord and that is to become an under-
graduate there. And so thinks Quiller Couch
in his poem ¢ Alma Mater” :— ‘

“ Still on her spire the pigeons hover; -
Still by her gateway haunts the gown.
Ah, but her secret ? You, young lover,

Drumming her old ones forth from town

Know youa the secret none discover ?
Tell it—when you go down .
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ARDHA SCHEME

By Hn. &, B VERKATERAMAY,
HEADMASTE Y, BOARD HIGH SCHOOL, KALAHAST

murcus vein, a shrewd thinker
1 the critics of the Wardha

Schure to the six blind men of Hindu-
gtan, where they groped to anxiously
discover in it a trne elementory education
scheme, a tolerably good ondary  educa-
ticn ideal, an excellent mass education
scheme, a fine sylnbus for industrial schools,
the well-knewn Project Method, a copy of
the Soviet School programme and lagt but
not the least » model for the national schools
of the future. Such criticisms, 1 am sure,
will take away the breath of Mahatmaji and
the framers of the report, for that matter,

It scems to me that there are certain
fundamental postolates in any consideralicn
of Iediz's problems, which onr Congress
inisters are never tired of repeating and
should have without doubt inspired
he report, The povaty of the Indian
o 15 proverbial.  His ignorance as
ixd;cd by literacy 1s qsfmmdnm And the
crecd 01‘. non- -violence has r:nnquer\t:d many
an Indian mind. Notwithstanding the illite-
racy of the masses, one must admit that our
country has had knowledge of a kind and
culture of a kind. There arz thinkers and
statesmen who wonder if cducation in our
, land has not b~er1 sacrificed at the altar of
literacy in recent years.

With the aims and ideals of the scheme
broadly speaking, one cannot but be in entire
-sympathy.  That the products of our scheols
and colicges Jack iniciative and enterprise
is admitted by almost all. Cralt- r;-;nir{’d
education is any way bound to he superior
1o book.centred edwcation. The more we
examine cur svstem, the more irresistable is
the conclusion that there is o deep urge for
a self.rchiant, selfless, if not self-supporting
educations! endevour in place of the depen.
dent and selfish outlook that is cultivated
at present.  As a scheme of mass education,
the Wardha p]an is a stimulating study and
emphasizes the prmuplc of thinking through

the hand first and throngh the head after-
wards.  As adumbrs ating zl future of India
on a handi-craft basis, it propounds a bold
experiment.  To the {L mers of the report,

every one of us, be he the administrator or
the statesman, the pwz*'c,mn ar the prophet,

the educationist or the coonomist, the expert
or the lnyman, the progressive or the con--
servative thinker, must pay ‘a homage sweet.,'’

He is a presumpiucus man indeed who'
ventures to think that Mahatn cannot uod;
or will not allow hirself to be influenced by
views other than his cwn, In fact, any
sach thought can hardly be fair to that
seint politician, and the Wardha plan is not |
without what, want of a belter term [
should call, drai- Backs. ?

ﬁ

P

g ve on its
: ]n v!:-:.nuditic. 18, -
RIS ut th-" current
enc shonld
king and
', dmuﬂ address itself |
primarily to o clos of the existing -
k} ;.I“zr" "u:d should not diseard current edu.
i gy, Mordo §omenn to make
to that muoch 4,:\«-:,,-wori\eJ\s
supporting ' character of the |
r", nG 11 15 OF

eduration:
wigh (lut A re
commanly undes

r.‘.,u, wish racher than
asonnbie ¢ )(.u.t'mmn

One almost feels that in so {ar as the |
scheme prescribes c'x";'th even from the 7th
y“nv 'm:.f' 'wu]matrq
& gainst it in’
f’nr,(,n" 1 he cdu ,mor 511 side to ihe conomic
side of instruction judging from the major
poart of the time given to el i imposes or 2
iz likely to in':p@sc spinning op immature |
bodies and minds, instead of exploriog and
following children's interests, and exalts that
spinping in this age of machinery, all is not

well with it.- . , i
Also it cnvisages o violant break with |
the past, be it remote ov recent.  As society |

TEACHER’S STATUS

iz ordered at p:eaem, the school is meant to
train pupils for gitizenship. It is not the
business of the school to train children for
any future societr. The ardent reformer or
the sagacious statesman may exercise his
mind about it. It is well known that educa-
tional science is slow to take strides, and it
is as well that it should be so; otherwise
the buoyancy and impulsiveness of yeuthful
spirits will throw open the flood gates and
create a situation, which the statesmen might

~feel rather late in the day how they wish

they could have averted !

It has heen argued by .the ardent sup-
porters  of the scheme—shall 1 call them

whole- huq:;u;--»—tlnt in Dornakal, Pasumalai -
and Peddunayanpet (Coimbatere) the Wardha
Scheme is in operation,  Yes, it is only there

and not elsewhere. Tt is difficult to believe

“that the conditions in those centres can be

imported into other areas and the same
results  produced. As an experiment, the
Wardha Scheme is well worth a serious
trial but as a plan for general adoption, it is
rather hazardous to guess its chances. . We
are H:H that the Moga plan in the Punyib is
a successiul ptawcai scherme and is being
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adopted on the project method basis, Edu-

cational thinkers call it the educational
Mecea! I should think that Moga has fore-
stalled Wardha but one wonders why in the
Punjab where the conditions are more
favonrable; the Moga Project has not yet
been inttiated on a large scale.

In this very Province, there is an agri-
cultural farm school near Ka atpadi. Starting
career as a vocational school for youths of
the age of 18, its life was fore-doomed, as

ery f»v' sought admission for four years,
somc having scttled down to work and seme
having gone on to College.  Younger boys of
t‘,mlve to fourteen—were later taken but
they were only a few,. The bright ones
[mm-' on to Cuhege, the few that came were
n'er-do-wells, So a new experiment had to
be started, and it was to open a Highe
Flementary School on the farm and impart
the boys some practxcal and theoretical train-
ing in ‘agruul'ure in addition to their literacy
wortk.  This has proved successiul.  Bat
their agricultural work is only for one hour
and a half every day. The conclusion is
inevitable that that the education here is
mere child-centred than craft-centred.

TEACHER'S STATUS -

By Mr. C. B, KRISHNK SASTRI, M.5., L.T.

to  cducated young men, that of a

schoolmaster is often considered to be
the ‘nost honourable, dignmfied and noble
though nat the most lucrative, profitable and
respectable in society. On his sboulders
devolves  the reqponsibilify of not only
imparting education but also the moulding
of the character of the youth entrusted to
his charse. It is a matter of common obser-
vation that the students of today become
the citizens of tomorrow, the leaders of
public thought and tbe custodians of the
country’s interests in different spheres of
gctivity. Such students need carefal hand-
ling, constant attention, healthy traiaing and

@P the innumerable walks of life open

pmvres,ﬂw* enlightenment at the hands of

-

intelligent, experienced and capable teachers
of pood character, and approved abilities.
His work requires an illimitable fund of
knowledge, unending preparation, tireless
working, patient scrutiny of bundles of
excrcises, answer papers and wastage of
human effort, cnergy and talents during
a greater part of the year. Such then is
the heavy and onerous nature of a teacher’s
work. ‘

But the remuneration which he receives
in return is not commensurate with the

" duties and responsibilities of his office. His

prospects 'in  profession and status in life
are far from satisfactery and fall short of
the standards prevailing in other civilised
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countries like England, United States
Canada and Japan. ‘

The stariing salary may be a little bit
attractive in some cases when compared with
the scales of salaries obtaining in Govern-
ment services ; but as time advances he will
imd- that his prospects arc barred and his
maximutn is far lower than the maximam pre-
scribed for men of similar educational abi-
ht_xes»anq experience in Government scrvices,
His ambitions are thwarted and he reccives
a set back at a time when the members of
his family multiply, when heavy expenditure
in the shape of family oocurcoces stares in the
face. He becomes a victim to melancholy
despair and discontent.  Moreover, owing to
keen competition, even the starting salaries
have sunk very low, and they have to act in
most cases as teachers for only pine rmonths
in the year cr a bafe pittance.  One finds it
difficult to'get himself confirmed ever :zhfth
hall.a-dozen years of service, inspite of the
many recommendations of persons placed in
highest authority in the state. To relieve
the teacher from the evils of uncertainty of
tenure, lack of prospects and decent starting
Ealanes,‘ the popular governments in pa\ve;'
would do well to provincialise all teaching
services, take over the management of edu@%
tional institutions managed by local boards
and private agencies. In case the govemme'l}

Meels that its financial position does z;;n

permit of such a step all on a sudden, the
government sheald standardise the scale;s r-E
salaries for different grades of teachers ‘m;d
sce that they are unitormly observed as the
essential requisite  of recognition by the
authoritics. In any attempt at eduationé‘i
reorganisation the teacher should be assured
of the security of his position and degent
prospects, az he forms the keystone of the
edifice. ’

In this cobnection, it may not be
out of place to suggest that as far as possible
trained secondary grade teachers should be
appointed to serve in elementary schools on
a salary of at least Rs. 40/~ per mensem in
the scale 40-—60 and collegiate traincd
praduate teachers be given a salary of 754;%3

iy .
and the seales of pundits be equalised with'
those of secondary grade teachers in justice‘:
and fairness,  Though the adeption of such"‘
scales may invelve much érs:penditur‘ﬁs of .
money, the goverment should look ‘on educas :
tion as the first charge on their provinci;F
revenues and make adequate provision for-
educational expenditure as sdacation forms!
the feremost of all nation-buildisg de;)a;'gii
ments,  The second  thin that affects.
seriously the prestigs is the
ordeal to which he 3 at 'thc:tim(;13
of annnal inspection.  The Ine)]'m;ctors are !
expected to go about touring. for 2 gvreat;:‘.
part of the moith so as to inspest all non:z
government . aided scho and offer some |
constructive rerarks on the suitabili andf
ctficiency of the staff, equipment and m:;mgé- .
ment.  They generally pay visits to e;'er’-
school ence a year for threz or four davs f-mv-:)l' ;
ask teachers” to  déliver lessons 'inj tileir "

15
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presence, supervise note books, map drawing

beoks and embody their constructive and
destroative remarks in thelr reparls ‘v"hich
are seldomo shown to teachers by the r;ianél!r»:r":
ol educational’ institutions. In“ no O?EB‘E‘ :
learped and dignified walk of life, say for
gxfstzan(:e, medicsl, logal and e :;ineéring
¢ ﬁ.:ft)“.qu,r.'xferxﬁ‘f_t do we find & professional man
vetng subjected to so mwmch ignominv and
angual ex l tion of talents.  Most o'fl tl;e;;c'
o s of -mediocre abilities forgetful of |
their own shortcoms trv to make the

taia'tt:h&:rs fiﬂsfrt.mwn‘ts in théir hands angl: "
objects of unheslthy vriticisn: and by |
to deliver model e nsu}gr ax[idn{::] t?:]‘}é |
kr:m;\.:r; to themselves.: They ofﬁt‘;;lw:entl::e'

to offer remarks on experienced teachers who

have grown grey in their servic and on

snbjects about which thev themselyes know

very little.  "This state of things is quite 7‘
derogatory to the dignity of ih‘a'no?;leslt of
all trades.  The government may re(;rpnn'ise
the inspectorate, retain only the best’ 'fan".
most  talented officers to do the wofk 0(11“

wmspection of school records and finances :
and general equipment and constitute a ‘bo;"l

of experienced tenchers representing differeh}:
subjects of stody to visit every school once
in two or three years, deliver model lessong

—rl
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on different subjects, with the help of the
latest methods of teaching and offer con-
structive suggestions with regard to the
application of aids to teaching, so that there
may be ample scope for real progressive
development in methods of instruction.

Even in the internal management of the
school the position of the teacher is con-
temptible, Every institution is expected
to have a teachers' association or a staff
council cohsisting of the members of the stafl
presided over by the headmaster or the
principal. It meets only occasionally when-
ever the Head chooses to summon that body,
offers advice whieh sy or may not he cared
for me its deliberations are of a consultative
and recommendatory character. ertain
important matters may be disposed of even
without a formal reference to the members
of the staff. All the members of the staff
are equally interested in the well-being and
progress of the institution and every school
should have as a matter of necessity a staff
council whose decisions based on consoli-
dated wisdom and mature thought should
be given due weight and consideration and..
put in force for all practical purposcs: It it
is felt that these bodies are unwieldly, a
small board of five clected members of the
staff may be constituted to help and advise
the Head in the proper conduct of the
internal management of the school. The
Head of the school should never feel
that he is far superior to men of his
qualifications and try to lord it over the
poor petty teachers, brothers of his trade.
He should only feel that good luck has given
him a leading position with some responsi-
bility and he should so acquit himself as to
be considered by brother members of the
gtaff as a benevolent big brother and not as
an autocral.

The only course possible for the
creation of goodwill and sympathy between
the Head and the staff seems to be to make
the office of the Headship go in by rotation
among the senior members of the staff
noted for their efficiency and capacity once
.every three or five years on an allow-

ance basis so that they may be able to
appreciate each other’s difficulties, give good
advice and hearty co-operation in matters
of internal management and work together
{or the common goal of the welfare and
progress of the institution.

Teachers serving in Board and Munici~
pal schools labour hard from serious dis-
advantages. They have to dance attendance
on the members of the Boards or Councils,
identify themselves with parties  which
command a majority, and withoat any
principles binding them together rise or fall
in their prospects subjecting themselves to
fluctuations in the power and strength of
partics. Sometimes they have to work at
the time of elections, canvassing support for
their benefactors, diverting their attention -
from legitimate sphere of work and submit
themselves at other times to nefarious treat-
ment at the hands of the authorities wheo
take pleasure in transferring all undesirables
in the middle of the vear to far off places.
shut out {rom “all good means of communi-
cation. The lot of teachers serving in aided
schpold is equally despicable, as they have
tc submit themselves to the mastery and
overlordship of a number of members some
of whom are prone to regard masters as their
private personal scrvants. They have to go
about the houses of members, indulge in
cringing to seek their favours and earn their
goodwill by playing to the tune of the
majority of members.

_ Sectarian animosities, personal jealousies
reign supreme in some schools where due
recognition is not given to the merit and
work of the honest and efficient teacher.
The proviacialisation of teaching services
and- the transfer of teachers from one school
to another in the District once in three or
five years will rid the teacher of this indignity
and elevate his status a good deal. Teachers
~chould also be given the right of sending one
representative to serve on the managing
committee to represent their point of view,
get their grievances redressed and keep up
the dignity of the profession. Even in scciety
he is looked down upon as a backnumber
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-a:d is shown lesser consideration and respect
than a government servant drawing an
inferior salary. Teachers have to organi‘rc
themselves into unions, cast off their inheregt
'_sloth and aloofness, take an active nt
in all non-controversial affairs cor‘cerv{) o
national uplift and thereby sccure fo; t};‘:;':)g
selves a respectable place in society' by h‘g h
ideals of service and waluable contri%ut' ;

to the progress of their motherland. o

i To 'mejntmn enly a few more hardships
and privations of the teacher which materi
:';{ly e:ffect his status may not be out of ph;:e
R S . . . . “ -
eacners are sent for invigilation work
the time of the S 3 nation o
the ° he 5. 5. L. C. examiration to
er schools, with whose surroundings they
are not acquainted, on promise of ' small
.lxéemuneratlon and this is considéred to be
, se'rdogatory to the prestige of the profession
and casts an unmerited slur on the honesty
and integrity of the teacher. He should
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. . : .
::hggtlv:rlle%etito act as superintendent in his .
school fO})U’HOD‘b expressed by teachers
on m ers of educational organisation should

? given due weight as they arc the ontcome |
0f matare experience and consolidated ‘wis- 4’
go'm. Every provision should be made by the

tute to epsure the teacher of his séruritv~0§
tenure, decent conditions of service \:rit-h .'51 lt .
able scales of salaries and reascnable peri ld.."
?io sick, privilege and casual lcavie‘,-“:n;
;)usrrndptﬁpay.me‘m. ‘of salaries and to sale..
g ord 1eqmtcrcﬁ:ts of the teacher in the
i _arll;lémglmcnt_of th‘e school, status in:
e hodies,p ace 1 all  educational and
also look to the teachef inapieatic
guidance, place implicit faith nfl :i:;)t?dpanm
;n th]e Eeﬂcrous intentions and .self-éacr‘i%?-'

’ : rifi
\Sﬁos: gg;sﬁ;f ‘thihpoor plodding teacher’
whe coum;y o oflf c educational world in
any o I supreme  value and impor-

THE RADIO-AND- FILM ENABULT EDUCATION

A d
By SHEIKH IFTEKHAR RASOOL : - [

~ I‘_TCH of the criticism which has been
4 levelled at education in recent veur

. has alleged that it has lost coht:(lv"sz
with the changing world in which mo(:t
of us have to earn our daily bread. Tl'?‘
criticism has been made of our 5(.:1.1‘00145121;
unrversities and it has also been 5110;*&;({(!
}:iut less. ‘vxrulently, of our adult hbc&tnéa!
tion services. The keynote to the ro':
blem isin the demads of speciali?af?on
In the first instance our cducation t;if;s t '
fit usto earn aliving. It teaches u .
trade or a profession. It forces us ixfta.
comparatively narrow limits at any a :
and as we move upwards through dcc};({fel’
and college these limits become more rrn(;—
stricting. But more important thar:; J1h1
is the fact that we are heing educaﬁ*i
by specialists who tend to delve dee ;(*
‘and deeper "into their own subject ar‘dp:‘l'
pay less and less attention to its .rqc‘tic (;
applications.  Relationships of onc-psLubje'gt

\_&’I‘nx‘c}(li every critic of our universities
periodically.  The critic denies the vali-

to another tend to be obscured. This is a
rery i i ' ‘ - |
very real fault, but is pehaps the just
genalty of specialisation. But the fzu‘it :
oes not become apparent sp lo ery
one is working 'tlh' L sp long as every
¢ vorking within his own limi
ne : ! mits and
ts not asked to m: j iy
‘ ske make judgeme be '
.ot as : gements bevond
S sphere. e difficulties  ari
when the efpert is («:51};3 Z”“ICUIHWS e
; sc o make a judge-
ment — cve semi i ot
m htn“}m'en a4 semi-cxpert Judgementb—-— ,
another field. This situation sariccs .

n}n‘)st a;g&nrcntly in the demands of citizen
ship. te specialist in hiche ma-
] > talist in higher math
e, ne : gacr mathema- |
hixn’“e}])fOttjny’ 'OE what you will, reserves to
5 1e right as a citiz make a |
! 1 ttizen to make a |
%11§]gen1ent on civic issues. thed
x;ucn]'){- \\;111 reserve the right to judpe the
mertts o ,the various candidates in a pofi- |
tical election. ~ P

He most cer-
i

‘

These are the' ki il |
: e kinds of illustrations
uses

[£93

Stud :
uc ents;d[% d parents should -,
TOL
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dity of a judgement without expert know-
ledge. And he is probably right. He alleges
that there is something wrong with our
educational system when specialisation is
carried to the length ‘that allows men of
intcllect and capacity to be incapable of a
sound judgement on matters which may
affect oven their civic liberties. And again
he is probably right; for education to-day
does force us to limit ourselves to a narrow
field in which we have practical and theo-
ratical efficiency and does place us in the
hands of teachers and professors who by
the very nature of their work are often

- precluded from sceing even the educa-

tional process, far less the social process,
as a whole. :

Foreign Universities.

Some American universities have tried
to come into the life of the people by tak-
ing the daily life of the people into the
universitics. Hence the bewildering array
of subjects which includes, in addition to
the usual academics, vocational courses for
every occupation under the'sun. Hence
the function of the university is being con-
fused with -that of the vocational training
college. Feeling that the ideal of intellec-
tual leadership has here been lost sight of

the general coursc1s advocated to rein-
state, at least in a measure, the older ideal.

The next step is to realise that the univer-

sity is not a commercial college or a voca-.

tional centre but the guardian of learning
in the community. The university with
its ideals of intcllectual leadership is for
the few, for the specialists who willingly
devote their lives to onc corner of the field
and push the boundary there a little further
back. Thisis nota task for the millions,
but it should have an influence on the mil-
lions. Too often the houndaries of know-
ledge arc pushed back withount the people
gaining any in wisdom. The university
has a-duty to make its conquests known
not mercly to the hundreds in its class-
rooms but to the millions throughout the
country. .

In Britian the universities co-opera-

\

tion with the Worker’s Educational Asso-

ciation manifests this desire to extend the

influence of the university, but in_fact the

resuit has been, not to extend the influence

of the university, but to cxtend the teach-
ing of the university.  To many hundreds,

tired after their -day in the workshop and

the office, the university lecturer has ex-

pounded formal logic, moral .pk:i_losophy

and mathcmatics, using in most instances

his ordinary class lectures. And again the

problem arises. Is education at the hands

of spccialists what is really needed? It

is largely the same problem that we noticed

in the schools. Adult students have their
techniques and the skills of their daily
work, they have -encyclopedias on their
bookshelves and they have more statistical
reports than warrant house room. But
they would like to understand- a little ot
what is going on round about them. They
would like to have, not the techniques of.
recearch, but the findings of research in an
intelligible form. They want not reddy-
made solutions but clear analyses of pro-
blems. They want their bearings in this
complesd and changing world. They do
not expect to be able to make expert judge-
ments i every ficld, but they want access
to the expert's knowledge and te be able
to make intelligent judgements about the
matters which affect them as citizens:
This is the onus on the universities in the
-adult education ficld- '

Radio and Film,

In this sphere the imparfing of
‘gkills' is not the important aim. Most
men attending these classes have their
“gkills’, they havc their cxpert judgcment
in their own trade. What rhost lack and
are crying for is a sentiment about their
work and a pattern of its relation to the
greater process of the life of the nation.
The inarticulate demand of adult education
is for interpretation. We need a new
type of educator whe will take the findings
of research and prescnt them in an intelli-
gible form to.the layman. In film and
radio we have the instruments of abserva-
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E;?P :trl}geril;(irdt‘ ;. tlll'ey can make this new
vk :q\t;if:' ffaqox} a reality.  Accessto
eallty, swif ;tcpgri:ng of the changing
capacitv‘aq Cicz:s vital to the adult in Lis
ipacity as i 1zen—and it is this capacity

! ; :1 s it most need of education.
have ,x;p?eil;:i}'lgowgvgr (now tlm? we are to
na agpé;;t ‘)g ﬁfm)j i:(ch;}de— radio as simply

' of film e nave an instrume
much more suited to pecific | oo
of education than arilteo:%z;glri)(:f F}'::POS?S
It' really can extend his experiﬁnge artﬂ
2&{;25{;:;} :i;“\f (:jm interpretation func'tion
orking as it does fron iving it
(:;1'11‘, if it is mastered and oxr:g};iil:;;ngnrfgs}dlt
:} :; _gecessary umbilical to the cc:’nﬂl,rrmmit:,f
pm:;r;:.oflﬁlcanf)o.t, lam afm_id, go into the
P o Tx}nye;y_ds:e;@y; it would take
g The main thing is to put the

l}ltsc of film into this other setting and take
recr(u]]l; of tl?ﬁ: less important setting of the
eg r curriculam. You should in every
way use film and radio to pre youn
children for citizenship. prepare your

‘, ) s, '
i m)(th may tcll me it is all véry difiicult
1 ‘ery practical. Y ay i
the schou] 3.0 Ou muay say  that
the s ay is already { :
; ol day alrea ull up and th

i e : I and t 5]
sours assigned.  You may cven say that the

1 ‘-‘.it - - . .o . ?
ee.u;]mmndl anthorities will not have this |
or the other thing ; but you are wrong. B

In India, a few attcmpts have been .
made, but they hav |
ma ’d it they have not, unfortunately, |
been developed with a clear and central !
Ai:(?nqcpt:on of the educational issue. Tt is, |
: :;e.;heve, for you as teachers to discuss th"c; |
icld and see that it is organised. o

Time will not wait for you. You
must do things immediately and you must :
organise your influence to sce that the :
tsin;;l[;Iy 1\7 developed in the proper direc-
ever}; ’Oiiouqlbiio gxfire committecs in

Jtown which will prevai ‘
authorities the necessity of such l«gd(;):?tting i
You ought to Lring your - central im‘ﬁlicuce. |
]t: bftsar on the various government depart- |
an((zjn s \s’ol thz}t Athey_ will all concentrate, 1

regularly contribute, to a stock of
material with which you can work.
o tg‘:;{efgioct:ss -of interpretation by film
> f(:r eveexyer} government department '
and for e Ty_major industry.  Through |
coe! mx_xg;:uy i.fum they can promote that |
fre c?ﬂ} ic discussion of contemporary |
ssues—health, housing, employment, agri-
culture, road safety—which it is the ri%ht
of every country to enjoy. ) s

]

{

A Chess Problem

' {Capyright} ) : |
'ERE is the knotty problera— White to play | |

1 And checkmate in threc moves, wh 'hi
an na | 1oves, when on this sguare
And Eiizﬁsl)ti}éiegfck rKi\?g’ White Bishop here, K%ight there
Fox ooner piece s?. Now ﬁ?r the fray! ’
opour _}o}nn rack your brains, try every way,
e ager thought, the Black King to ensnare ; ‘:
taste the joy of battle while you stare ’ |

At the chess-board—of triumph, when you slay

And yet at Life’s grave problem, set by Fate | |

For you to sol

: O solve, you murmur, and protes

I}.;e.uause 'its difficult! O sportéman E)améSt
it were easy, where would be the zest |

In solving it? Nay, u
. 3 1t s ¥, up and play the game : )
With pluck and patience, till you cry,gCheckmate !

~—Henry Martin,

HOTICE
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_age and Stagnation have become uni-

Administration of Primary

Education

NOMETIME back the Central Ad-
visory Board of Education appoin-

ted a committes . cal

led the

Vernacular Tducation Committee to

., consider and report on certain

guestions

2v connected with the administration and

‘“-coptro} of primary

recently published and it poin
difficulties that are in existen

] educaticn.
report of the Committec has

The
been
ts out the
ce at pre-

sent in regard to the spread of elemen-

tary education and
necessary remedies.

suggests several
Though there is

not anything novel in what it states,

the report is of

some importance as it

is based on the experience of different

provinces in the country and
phasizes what it considers

as it em-
to be the

best element in this expcrience. Of
course, it should always be kept in
mind that in & vast country like ours it
is difficalt to arrive at any generalisa«

tions with respect to the pas
future which will hold go
provinces.

t or to the
od of all

HE problem which the Committee
was called on to consider can be

stated in simple terms.
for the spread of universal li

The agitation

teracy and
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<ome kind of elementary education has
been with us for more than twenty-five
years. Under its influence large sums
of money have been spent in almost
every province for starting ncw ele-
mentary schools and for increasing the
number of pupils atterding them.
Liheral grants were aJso made to tocal
bodies and to private agencies for the
same purpose. Dut the results pro-
duced have not -been commensurate
with the expenditure incurred. Wast-

versal. As the Committee points out,
75 per cent of the money now spent
on primary education may be regarded
as sheer waste. \We are a poor mation -
and our financial resources are ¢x-
tremely limited. The burden of taxa-
tion is high and we cannot afford to
have even a single pie wasted. ~The
question that has therefore been
engaging the public mind for a long
time is one of finding out the causes for
this wastage and the steps to be taken
for avoiding it. '

F'HE opinion is now -widely current
that the most important cause of
this wastage is the maladministration
of schools by local bodics, That
opinion was put forward by the Hartog
Committee and it has bcen repeated by
almost every other body that had the
opportunity of going into the subject.
It is a pity that a similar conclusion
" has been arrived at_in the Report under
reference. Though we do not want to
ignore the defects in the work of local
hodies in our country we feel however
that there is not enough material avail-
able to show that all the faults and
defects in the administration of elemen-
tary education are to be traced to the
slackness or inefficiency of these bodies,
In the first place they are not the cnly

7
;
/
/



.
-t

agency through - which ' elementary
§choo)s are being administered in any
province. Therejare aided schools and
there are also schools under direct
‘governmental control. In some pro-
vinces the schools of the latter catego-
| ries are far more numerous than those
,{ managed by local boards, But wastage
land stagnation
' schools also. Even over local boards
_there are provitces where the provincial
. Ministries possess extensive powers of
' "control; and if maladministration . cha-
racterises such boards the blame is

{

- part of ministrics to exercise the control
they have. Under these circumstances
it is rather unfortunate that the Verna-
cllar Education Committee should have
arrived at the conciusion that local
bodies are - mainly responsible for the
present state of affairs. : "

HOW difficult the solution of this ad-!
ministrative question is is shown by |
the failure of the Committee to decide
on a satisfactory alternative. It has
rejected the suggestion to place the
whole control of primary education
under Government as well as the sug-
gestion to place it in the hands of ad hoc
bodies; nor is it favourable to the idea
~ that the District Boards should delegate
all their educational powers to the
Government Inspector. In its opinion
-such delegation . already exists ih the
~{Pdnjab but it has not resalted in any
greater advance in efficiency. The only
remedy put forward by the Committee
is |that the Government Inspector
should act as the administrative officer.
of {he local body.in all matters affecting
'vernacular education and that all ques-
" ‘tions of transfer, appointment, dismissal
dnd increments should be decided by

" - . - - . n
him. This gives him absolute control- think that.this is a step iR ;he;g

too
H
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characterise ‘those -

i partly due to the unwillingness on the

i c - T,

over the teachers in “schools and '
means the virtual delegation to him‘gi:

all the powers of the boards as in the
Pan]:ab——a’ practice not found to by
very effective by the Committes itself.

THE scheme put forward by Mr. H.

Dippie, the Director of Publi
Iustruction of Orissa is a more reasons
‘able one and deserves consideration,
He proposes to vest powers of contro}

over teachers not in the chairman of the -

‘board bat in the Statutory Education.
Committee of the Board which will con-
tain a good proportion of coopted mem-’

bers representing different educational

interests. To/deprive the boards of all-
power in this matter is a blunder in his
opinion as he says that * signs are. not
-wanting of the growth amongst loca’
administrators of a sense of greatet
responsibility in this and other matters

wewi.  To withdraw this power in the

vholesale fashion now proposed will be
to throw away (the resalts of ffteet
years of growth and experience. Ther/
will be little interest left in local ad:
ministration and when the time comcs
for this again to be fostered the whole.
painful process will have to be gone
ithrough again.”.” What is now required.
is; not to deprive. local bodies of all
“their educational powers but only i€
devise some effective means of prevent:
ing their abuse. S

HE Committee has recorhmendet

the institution of a Provincial Boar¢
of Vernacular Education consisting o
not more than seven members with tik
minister of education as chairman. " '
the members are to be. nommate_d by
the Minister. It is to act inan advi
sory capacity in regard to all problem’

: jon.” We
concerning Vernacular Education- :

Vi
4

“direction a

dealing with all grades of edu ity >
with little freshness left in him tosug- of r‘ul our ; ’
ide religion, philosophy, art, I
d and the are to be foundrmSanskxln‘ No
understanding of our social environ-
state ment is possible unlessone s intimately
. arqunainted with the treasurcs found in
sanskrit books. ‘ e
' ; this acquaintance that accounts a great
on compulsery education deal for the denationalisation that is so
' i - ting -
deserve commendation. In-the existing
_ étate of finances it is not possible to
“introduce universal compulsion in any

of affairs to a considerable extent.

EDITORIALS.

will be a matter for regret if active
steps are mnot tak

increase
situation grows much worse.

sat present there isa lack of
definite policy in regard to elementary
education owing to the abscnce of any

‘The whole responsibility

‘ach board. ols O _
iw rests on the Director ot Public

3 i W official
Instruction — an oOVer worked

gest new ideas of reform., The esta-.

blishment of an advisory boar he
appointment of a- senior officer as its

gsecretary will improve the present
HE opinions expressed by the Com-

mittee

province. Besides financial difficulties
- there are also some administrative

 difficuities which can only be overcome

with time and experience. Selective

- compulsion is the only effective means

- of spreading permanent literacy. It
involves the introduction of compuismrf_
in select villages and in select wards of

. . . .. s . 1
a municipality, Such a concentration of theun
" of effort will avoid the waste that is at

- present involved and” will go a great
. way in producing better results,

 Sanskrit Studies

NE of the discouraging features of

E the present system of education at
- - least in South India is a steady
- fall o the number of young meu and
. Women studying Sanskrit. It is not
. due to the abscnce of provision for
. such a study in the courses of schools
- and colleges. It is given in all exami-

' bations’ the same place as any other
"i,j,?‘?b}eCt of study but somehow its value
<18 not being realised by parents and the
.- Mumber taking to it is dwindling, It

rampant in our country ¢
day.” In losing touch with Sapsk’nt we
are losing touch with the only instru-
ment which:is capable of making us see
what we exactly are as Ind}ans. We
may be gaining many things Wxtl:.-
out a knowlddge of it but we are surely
losing our soul. .

TO some_ extent the reaction against

Madras Presidency.
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en to bring about an

in .this number before the

O elaborate arguments are reqdumlea
to show the cultural value ana the

i il ’ :rit studies. The sources
s of education and  ytility of Sanskrit studies. Vhe souarc

heritage — our
literature—
No real

cultural

It is the absence of

t the present

the studv of sanskrit is the outcome
fortunate controversies between

the champions of Dravidian languages
and the Sanskritists that went on some

sears awo in the southern part of the
P Reference  was
made some days ago to the_sei contro-
versies by Dewan Bahadur S. E. Ranga-
nathan, the Vice-chancel‘lor of. the
University of Madras and he pointed
out that times had changed and with
the change of time the angle of vision
had also changed and that every one
realised now that there need be no
conflict of any kind between these
languages and that Sanskrit as well as
the South Indian languages deserved
encouragement and support.

T is a mistake to think that Sanskrit

is a dead language... Even to-day it
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continues to be the lingua franca of the
class of Pandits in the country. As
was remarked by Sir C. P. Ramaswami
Ivar recently to a Trivandrum audi-
.ence, ‘it was very difficult to an Indian
especially in Kerala to trcat sanskrit
as a;dead language. In Kerala certain-
ly not only were sanskrit words
enbedded in the language, but sanskrit
terms, sanskrit locutions and sanskrit
modles of thought—these were living
factors and parts of their national,
“cultural and ordinary life. Toa ]arge
extent it was so in other partsof the
comi‘gry also. The idea of resucitating
Sanskrit Literature, making sanskrit
culture a part of our national or racial
life was not the evocation of diseased
memories.” It was the calling back of
a persan who had lost his way and was

m\]crm" outside the town or the
village in Whlch the home where he
resided was.”

{(INE Circumstance that keeps away

many boys and girls from Sanskrit
is the crude methods adopted to teach
the language. Lovers of Sanskrit should
try their best to modernise the methods
of teaching and make them as attrac-
tive as possible. In centres of higher
learning specially ‘devoted to the study
of history, law, politics and sociology
sanskrit should form an integral part of
the course. It is a sad spectacle to
see many pcople turning to research in
these subjésts without a first hand
knowldege of the sources to be found
in Sanskrit., Honours and Post-graduate
work in  them should be based on

a real acquaintance with sanskeit.

literature,
T HE tendency to disparage sanskrit
learning is to some extent the out-

come of having two sets of institutions
for teaching Sanskrit in South Indid.

Theru are the Oriental Colleges w’nch

are supposed to follow the traditional - .
methods of study; and there are the -
schools and colleges where occidental

methods are supposed to be adopted. -
There is anidea that the traditional
methods of study are highly uncritica
Though graduates who adopt these
methods are praised generally for the |
depth | of their learning they are not
regarded as being the equals ot the?
modernists in thmr critical acume [t}
is necessary and desirable that a whmc-’
some combination of the ancient: anvif
modern methods of study is brought
about so6 that persons leatned ip
sanskrit may have the same critical
bent of mind as is generally associated
with modern scholars. All these how-
ever are matters of detail. What is
urgent is a recognition of the import=-
ance of -a stndy of sanskrit in all oug;
educational institutions, o
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- PERSONAL NOTES

| Perconal Notes
MR. N. C. PAL, of the Department of

Law and of the University of Dacca, has been

awarded a prize of Rs. 500 by H. H. the
Maharaja Gaikwar of Baroda for a thesis on
“The Law of inheritance with special reference
to India ” on the recommendation of a committee
of experts. '

Pror, A. B. MISRA of the Banares Hindu
University has been invited by the President of
the International Congress of Entomology to
attend its seventh session in Berlin in  August,
1938, and (o participate in its- .deliberations.
Prof. Misra has accepted the invitation,

MR. K. R. R. SASTRY, M. A, M. L,
Reader, Law Department, Allahabad Univer-
sity, has been elected a meniber of the Grotius
Society (London) formed in 1915 for advancing
the study of public and Private International

TLaw,

Dr. K. S. VISWANATHAN, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Hygiene, Medical College Madras, who
was selected asa Rockefeller Fellowship Scholar
{for higher studies in Fublic Health and is now
working at the Harvard School of Public Health
in America, has been awarded the Gold Key of
Harvard University ard elected as a honorary
member of Delta Omeg:: Society in recogniticn
of his distinguished work in the field of Preven-
tive Medicine. This is the highest honour that

_ a post-graduate student 3r Public Health worker

could attain in America.

Mgr. R. SUDIHAKAR RAO of Madras
and MR. J. N. Sen Gupte passed in Medi-
cine, apd Messrs. S. Shrikande and M. M.,
Shrxage(h in Pathology, at the final joint exami-
nations m January of the Royal College of
Physmxins and Surgeons.

Mir. PRABODH CHANDRA, President
of the Punjab Students’ Federation, has been
elected ta represent the All-India Students’
Federation at the forthcoming World Students'
Conferensze to be held at Budapest in  August
next.

SIR MAHOMED ZAFRULLAH KHAN
has been appomted a Fellow of King’s College,
London. !

Mr. E. 1. PHILLIPS, Additional Deputy
Director of Public Information, it is understood,

‘1s returning to England at the end of the current

Delhi season. It is believed that another Euro-
pean will take his place. .
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’M? DEVELOPMENT *é}r
LOCAL BOARDS

IN
THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY

BY
M. VENKATARANGAIYA M. A,
Reader in politics, Andhira Usiiversity and
Author of “The Beginnings ofLoLal Taxation
m the Madras Presidency” aml
“Federalism in Government”

Proposals for introducing radical changes
into the system of local adimiuistration are new
in the air. But before effect’is given to them it
is pecessary to have a correct understanding of
the lines on which local boards have so far
evolved and the problems which this evolution

. has created. Here is a book which facilitates

such 'an understanding, It tells its readers in
what directions it is that reforms have to be
carried out if local self-government is to become
a reality and function efficiently. The book is
based no a careful study of all the important
original doctiments on the subject,
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" 1. THr CONSTITUT ONAL DEVE.
LOI'MENT OF LOCAL BOARDS,
. ITI. StAaTE CONTRGL AND
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. BoaArbs:
- VI, CerrtawNy GENERAL CONSIDE-
RATIONS.
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CONGRTISS AND N
EDUCATION

ATIONAL

The following resoluticn on the Wardha
Scheme of Naticnal Education was adopted at
the Haripura Cengress,

This Congress has emphasised the import-
ance of national education ever since 1906 and
during thc‘ Non-co-operation  peried  many
national / institutions  were started under its
auspices,. The Congress attaches the utmost
importance to the proper organisation of mas
educution end holds that all pational progrrt
ultimately depends on the mathod, content a nd
objective of the education that is provided for
the people.

The existing system of f*dnratlon in India
is admitted to have failed. Its objectives have
been anli-national, its methods huve been anti-
‘social and it has been confined to a  small
namber of peonle and has left the vast
of our peonle Miterate,

It is  essenual, therefore, -~ to build up
national education on a4 new {uund"ttion and on
a nation-wide scale. As the Congress is having
new opportunitiss of service and of influencing
and controlling state education, it is necessary
1o lay down a basic principle which would guide

such education and take ntner necessary - steps
to give ellect to them.,

“This Congress is of opinion that for
rimary and secondary stages, a basic education
should be imparted in accordance with the
following principles:

1. Free and compalsory education should
be provided for seven years on a nation-wide
scals, )

2, The medium of instruction must be the
mother-tongue.

3./ Throughout this period, sducation
centre round come form of manual and produc-
tive work and all the other activities v be
developed or the training to be given should
4s far as possible be integrally related to a
central handicraft, chosen with due regard to
the envirenment of the child.

wmajority .

should”

“ Accordingly, the Congress is of the
opinion that an All-India Education Board to
deal with this basic part of education should be

established and for this purpose, requests and -
autherises Dr, Zakir Hussain and Mr. E. Ar..

vanayakam to take immediate stepse under the
advice and guidance of Gandhiji to bring such
a Board into existence in order to work out
a programme of basic national education and
to recommend it for acceptance to thuse wha
are in control of State or private education.

The said Board shall have the power to

frame its awn constitution, to raise funds and (o
perform all such acts as may be necessary for
the fulfilment of its objects.”

VERNACULAR EDUCATION

The report of the Vernacular Education
Cowmmittee appeinted by the Central Advicory
Board of Education to consider questions con-
necled with the administration and control of
Primary Education is published. The chief

recormmendations are:—1, An advisory’ Board |

on Vernacular Education for each province,
2. Animproved government inspec
powers to control, ng
schools and 4. progressive advance in the mfru
duction of compulsory education.

MADRAS .

LOCAL ADMINISTRATION
IN MADRAS

. The Provincial Government's Report on
the working of the Local Boards in the I’resi.
dency in 1935-36 is published.
has doubtless been achieved in almost all depart.
ments of activity, but the pace of it is deplor-
ably slow. Education continues to be back.
ward. There has been no increase in ihe
percentage of boys of school-going age attend-
ing schools, 56 per cent of the boys of such age
and 82 per cent of girls not having attendea
any school. What is worse, of those whe
attended, a large proportion dropped out of the
school before reaching the higher classes, theres

DO

by slipping back into illiteracy. -

tarate with ¢
3. A survey of the existing '

Some progress..

-

YU \a3¥

~ The cost of elementary education per pupil
}'angfad from Rs. 7-10-0 in Guntur to Rs. 13 11-6
in Kistna, the average cost being Rs- 10-8.9.

RE.ORGANISATION PROPOSALS

Problems relating” to the Re organisation
of Secondary and Elementary Education with
specidl refsrence to the Wardha Scheme were
discussed at a Conference held on 25th Feb,
last, the Hon'ble Dr. Subb'lroyan, Educauon
Minister, presiding.

The Conference was attended by Mr. R. M.
Statham, Director of Public Instruction, Mr.
C. Il. Masterman, Sacretary to the Government
in the Education Department, and Mr. C. ].
Varkey, Parliamentary Secretary iothe Edu-

.cation Minister.

There was general agreement regarding
the main directions of reform indicated in the
Government communique of June last.

I. Certain points relating to the bifurcation
of the secondary course and the introduction of

pre-University course, were referred to the
Universities in the Presidency for opinion,

2. The Conference was in favour of making
the mothertongue the medium of instruction in
schools except in areas which are bilingual or
multilingnal. ‘

3, The question of introduction of the
Wardha Scheme in elementary schoouls was
discusced, and the view was taken that the
scheme should be tried in one school in each
district as an experiment.

4. The subject of teaching Hmdt as a com-
pulsory subject was also discussed. It was
resolved that adjustments should be made in the
syllabus so as to make room for its study. [t
was agreed that, in the first instance, Hindi
should be intfoduced in 125 schools in the
Presidency. Suitable Text Books in Hindi are
to be published in the Presidency.

5. As regards text books for
sclicols, the Government, it was agreed,
themselves undertake publication.

6. The question of abolishing uneconomic
schools in the Presidency also came in for
consideration. ~ '

MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION IN
MADRAS UNIVERSITY

At the meeting of the Academic Council on
the 18th Feb., it was resolved that the best

elementary

might
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ticn only if instruction in all Non-language
subjects is imparted in the 'Mother Tongue of
the students.

A committee consisting of Mr. A. Gopala
Menon (convenor), Mr. V. Saranatha Iyengar,
Mr. P. N. Srinivasachariar, Mr. A. V. Kautii-
krishna Menon and Major K. C. Chakko was
appointed to draw up a pmgrarﬁme so that the
principle embadicd in the previons resolution
could be adopted within a rea&om.b}f: period
of time.

BENGAL
SCHEME OF SCHOOL HYGIEX E

Under the School Hygiene Scheme, intro-
duced by Government a few yecars ago as an
experimental measure in Government and
Government aided schools in Calcutta, 3,568
students were medically examined in 1935-36 of
whom 1,487 or 40 per cent were found defective
as against 47 per cent in 1934-35 and 30 per cent
in 1933-34. This gradual diminution of defects
is an indicatien of the success of the scheme
as well as its growing popularity both amongst
students and public. The success of the experi-
ment has led the medical officers in charge of
the medical inspection to the conclusion that
the scheme should, inn the interest of the health
of the bovs, be made compulsory in il
recognised schools in Bengal.

FREE PRIMARY EDUCATI

The Government, announced the introduc-
tion of free primary education in the Dacca,
-Tippera and Chittagong Districts in East
Bengal with effect from the Ist of March.

—

A potification has been issued, authorising
the imposition of the Primary Education Cess
under the Bengal Rural Primary Education
Act, 1930, in the ahove districts,

MILITARY TRAINING FOR STUDENTS

It is reported that the Military anthorities
have suggested to the Calcutta University, the
institution of an  Aeronautics course, Wwith
the offer to render ax! possible help tc the
University.

The Military authorities have further
sugzested the formation of a second battalion. of
the Calcutta University Training Corps, as thay
appear to be satisfted with the work of the first

results can be achieved from University Educa- * Battalion.
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BOMBAY
PROGRESS IN KOLHAPUR

It may be recalled that a large sum of
money was sanctionsd for construcling 2 new
building for the Rajaram College. - But there
has been a discussion over the site of the build-
ings. Now his Highpess has directed thata
Commitiee compeosed of eminent educationists
belonging to his State as weli as from Britich
India should be set up to investigate the eduaca
ticnal policy of the Slate in all its detnils
Accordingly a Committee has been appointed to
investigate thb following queslions.

1. Consideralion of the location of the Raja-
ram College Building which should be con-
veniént to the students from all points.

2. Considetalion  of the lotntion of the
Rajaram High School and the Sbhri Maharani
Laxmibai Giris" ¥igh Schogol.

3, The Commitiee is to draw up a compre-
hensive plan which would snit the growth of
the above institulions on the proper lines in
future. The Committee has also been  directed
to submit its report to His Highness as eacly
ag pussible,  Su far as educational progress is
concerned, Kolhapur State claims to be out-
stripping even  Peona and in course of time, if
the present rate of progress is maintained, the
idea of establishing a separate Umversuv for
Kolhapur may become a reality,

u e

ADULT EDUCATION IN JAILS

Maior G.D. Mathoutra, I, M, 8. Superin-
tendent of the Bareilly Central Jail has intro-
duced u new scheme of adult. education in jails,
which has proved very successful and is being
extended to other central prisons of the United
Provinces. WBasing his schéme "on a census of
all the literats prisoners, Major Malhoutra had

" cement blackboards constructed in places where

N

the convicts worked and allotted o teacher to
each of these places. Under this Ten-Minute
Lesson system in which there are no clacsses
and no special periods there is no interferenca
in the normal daily work of prisoners.
INTER BOARD INTRODIICES
MOTHER TONGUE AS MEDIUM

Very imporrant decisions were arrived at
the meeting of the U. P. Intermediate Board
of Education under the Presidentship of Mr.
R.S. Weir, D.P. L

y .

i

It will be remembered that some years ago,
the Board had decided to make it option‘al for
the candidates appearing at the High School

Foxamination of the Board to answer their .

queslion papers in their mother language if they
liked. Now at the meeting of the 20tk Feb,
they decided to go a step further. L

It was resolved that the Commitizes of
courses and studies in all subjects excent
Englich should draw up a pltn by which it may
be encured that vernaculurs would become il
medium of instruction and examination in the
Intermediate Examination by 1943. The year
1943 was fixed in order to meet the objectiun
that the text-books werz not avatlable, as the

supporrers of the mation urged that the time of ’

five years is given in order that thls deficiency
be remedied in the meantime.

PUNJAB

PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL
REFERRED TO SELECT COMMITTLE
The Punjab Assembly referred the Punjzb
Primary Education Bill to select Committes,
The Hon. Mian Abdul Tlaye, Minister for
Education, m:ving the Bill, said that the 1919

Act had not proved more successful. Compulsion,

had been nominal. There have been very {ew
presecutions and the punishment was negligible.
The proposed measure was sesking fufer alia to
make the edncation of girls aleo compulsory,
empose:ing the Government to compel lozal
bodies ta impoese taxation for compulsory educa-
tion, and in those aruis where compulsion had
not heen introduced, to compel a boy, if once ha
had been sent voluntarily by his parents to a
schoal, to complete his primary education, and
to extend the period of compulsion to five years,

SIXNYEAR PLAN FOR RURAL UPLIFT

A six-vear plan of intensive and all round

davclopment will’be launched by the Punijab -

Government early in summer.  The plan is to
select a tehsil in sach district for an intensive
and co-orditated  drive
material uplift.

Among the cbiectives will be the Confol’

dation of holdings; the supply of improved vary
ties of seed to the cultivator, the improveme
of the breed of cattle, the preservation «
marnure, the improvement in the methods

agricuiture, the provision of betfer market
facilities, the expansion ¢f educailon, industr

towards moral and,

by Mr, 1L S

-gperative

e 2 and ne drinking water, the
improvement  of ;.amtatum and the relief of
indebtedness. '

On an average, there are four {ehsils in
a district, The programme is expected to be
completed in six years, costing, according to the
present calculations, Rs. 72 Jakhs,

ORISSA
SOME EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS

Refarm and reconstruction are being con-
templated at every stage of education in this
Province. The demand to change the educa-
tional machinery so as to keep it in line with
new developments in India and elsewhere is of
course there; but, in addition, Orissa has to
evolve uniformity of administration and of
educational outlook in its northern and southern
parts.

The need to remodel secondary education
is no less urgent than that to reform primary
education. But the Government will not under-
take any radical changes in the course or
curriculum of higher elementary, middle and
secondary  schools till the Central Advisory
Board on LEducation has dely reported on the
mattet.

There are, however, other changes which
need not wait, and the lecal Government are
thinking of introducing them at no distant date.
Thus the introduction of an agricultural clement
into rural middle schools and the extension of
manual training to all secondary schools will
easily {it into any scheme of reorganisation that
might become operative hereafter,

Alrsady, middle schools have been asked
to undertake v valuntarily agricultural projects in
co- memtm.: with the Agricultural Department,
and propasals are with the Government for the
estahlishment of a school of applied art for the
production of teachers who would be able to
teach in middle schools one or other of the
crafts indigenous to Orissa.

SIND

T MILITARY SCHOOLS FOR SIN

A move for early establishment of military
schools in Sind, on lines similar to the institation
started by Dir. Moenje at Nasik, has been made
Pamnani, a member of
the Sind Legislative Assembly.  Iv this connec-
ton it is isteresting to note that a resolution

the (xovemn‘e'lt of [nd:a to s*art two mmtmy
schools in Sind at Karachi and Snl\lsvr, on the
lines of theose started: in the United Provinces
and the Central Provinces.

MYSORE
ALL-INDIA WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY

It is understood a Belgium Mission is
making arrangements to establish an Ali-India
Women’s University with headquarters at
Bangalore. . Negotiations are proceeding with
the Mysors Government as regards the grant
of a suitable site and other facilities.

HRYDERABAD

OSMANIA UNIVE? SITY

The Government review of the. Annual
Report of the Osmania University for the year
193435 says ¢

“The total number of students at the end
of the year in all departments of the University,
including the affiliated intermediate Colleges
was 1,379, as against 1,279 in tha previous
vear. Theideal to be aimed at is a residential
University 'with 800 to 1,000 students, all of
them living in hostels on the University premi-
ses at Adigment. With the completion of the
hostels under construction and the restriction
cf admission under the propesed reorganisation
scheme, it shoald be poss1b1v> to obtain this
ebject without any difticulty.” '

On the whale, Government are pleased to
note the general improvement i the University
administration during the yees, and wish to-
record their app::*xatmn of the valuable services
rendered by Dr. A. H. Mackenzie, whe, uniortu-
nately, did not live long enough to see the
fraition of the valuable reforms he had initiated
in the administration of the University,

TRAVAMNCORE
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

As part of the work of the Travancore
University, it is understood that there is an idea
to provide instruction in indig snous forms of
exercise and Yogasanas which Lave been found
to be of assistance not only in mai itaining
robust health but also in the treatment of

certain disaases.
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Mr. C. V. CHANDRASEKHARAN ON
SELF-GOVERNING SCHOOLS

Mr. C. V. Chendrasskharan, Pro-Vice-
chancellor of the Travancore Universilty in the
course of an addres at Shencottah on the 1l4th
Feb. last referred to “Selfepoverning Schools,
where the pupil would practically control the

.stafl, practically dictate to the staf what the
working must be, what hours were to be taken
and practically would run the whole school.

T think” ke rontinesd "we ought to teach
pupils to be more self.reliant than they generally
are now, It is very important that we must
give splendid opportunity for self-expression and
self-activity on the part of students not only in
the day-to-day running of the school, not only
in the various sxtra-curricular School associa-
tion and debating clubs bat also on such
occasions like School Day celebrations.”

A plea for the organisation of a parents’
association was also put in by Mr. Chandra-
sekharan. Intimate contact bstween teachers,
parents and pupils, he said, weuld be mutually
helpful and result in a better understanding and
anprecistion of each other’s position. The nesd
for every educational institution developing
something origiral and unique was also empha-
‘sised by him. Every institution, he said, must
build upan it the stamp and personality of the
headmaster and the staff.  He appealed to
teachers in general to reahse the nobility of their

task.

THE HON'BLE MIAN ABDUL HAYE
ON EDUCATIONAL POLICIES
‘ AND METHODS
Addressing the Annual Convocation of the
Emerson College Multan, the Hon. Mian Abdul
Haye, Minister of Education, Puniab said ;

“ After mauch thought and study I am’

convinced that our educational policies and
methads of instruction are not in any sense ideal.
I am sure that we have been and still are over-
looking opportunities for improvement. We are
giving too little attention to the matter of voca-
tional guidance.

" Unfortunately man}' tezchers are inclining
to look upon education as s m»thmg which has
value in and of itself qui te mdepmdmt of the

attitude of the students tofvard it or of its .

adaptaticn to the 5pwnl ne(ds of individaals.

1 have never heard a professg ,ra'=k whether the .

college was good snough for a 'certain boy. The
statement that a boy is not Aa v3d enough for the
college is haard constantly.”

“What is the best thing that you can carry
away from vour college ? One of the greatest

scientists of the last century, Pasteur cained an

aphorism, which should be emblazoned upon
every college portal,  “Chance favours the
prepared mind.”

Pror. A. R. WADTA ON THE
WARDHA SCHEME

Frof. A. R. Wadia of Mysore, in the
course of ..n address at a gathering of
the Mysore Edncation Association, referred
to some of the defects of the Wardha Scheme
and said that some of them could be remeadied

such a3 the right type of teachers, particularly

large numiber of women texchers competent
teach children, the question of the salary .
teachers, a market for the articles produced b
the inmai«:s of the institutions. The best thin-
for all concerned, he said, would be to try the
scheme in a small area first, to watch how 1
warked snd if the results were found to be
satisfactory, then it would be time enough to
adopt it on a large scals,

(’oncluds’ng, he said that there was a servious

omission in the scheme, namely, religious educa- .

tion, for which he would not blame Mr. Gandhi
because religion played an important part in his
daily life. Therefore, Mr. Gandhi would have
religious education in some form, whether in the
form of prayer or other. There was no denying
the fact that there must be a religious atmos-
phere in the ghild's education, without which,
it would be a negation of the Gandhian
philasophy. .

\é
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SOME GOOD OUT OF SUPERSTITION!

By HMrs. KAMALA SATTHIANADHAN, M K.

UPERSTITIONS are gez‘era]lv if not
Lj’ execrated, either despiséd and rejected, or

ridictled and discouraged.  Aod quite
right too; for where there is superstiticnm,
there can be naturally argued a slack mind,
a trivial imind and a minor mind—-if I am allow-
ed to call it so—, a mind,. which can nevey
adequately desl with big problems. But, it
cannot be denied that superstitions are generally
ascribed to women and indeed mostly held by
them. Are thev then to be considered of an
inferior typa ? No indeed : for do not supersti-
tions arise, not only from ignorance and illite-
racy, but also from a wasted leisure; for, as

. the proverb has it, the devil fiads some mischief

still for idle hands to do.  And, is not wasted
jeisure the misfortune more of women than
of men ? '

Yet, sometimes good does come out of evil;
and, idie, futile and mischievous as iz supersti.
tion, thers are some underlving ideas g i,
which are worth thouzht., Obpe is thal some
superstitions do teach us not to be too sure of

ourselves, Tuke the European idea of touch-

iy wood, or the head, because it ean he called

wooden, when any sort of congratulatory state-
ment is made. DBy this littls superstitious act,
onc is sharply reminded that, whatever one’s
merits, privileges, or good circumsiances may
be, one is only human after all, and not to _be
vainly gloried over, for ali humans are under
the supremacy of a great authority, which .has
the power of ordering'all worldly affairs. “Man
proposes, God dispozes,” says the proverb, and
“The plans of mice and men oft gang agley;”
but how comforting is DBrowning’s plea for
confidence: " God's in 1lis beaven zand all's
right with the world ;" while the Bible tells us
that always “underneath are the cverlasting

“arms.”

Why cannot we think that people arc

\JQ

superstitious, just because they are teachin
mem:.elves' to think that their constant fear
are in vain and-that they must depend on God
The idea, I must admir, is a bit {ar-fetched, for
stitous people do not usually depend on
God, but on signs ;  but cunnot we probe into
that and sce thai some of them may try to trace

-~y [I’A

the finger of God in every small happening

Then agein, an underlying idea in e
otherwise silly beliefs is that God may diign
to send a sige to some of his people. We know
of hypnotic lrancss, we have heard of mediunis,
and of persons beicg “ fey we know at least
that thers are some people, who, because they
live more in the sub-conscious world than
pthers, are ahle to perceive some  spiritual
things, to which others, more material, are
hlind, So such persons may cee more in
certain signs  than  others do. Then again,
the intentien of God’s will may be given
as i sign o f special favour to ‘the | simple-
minded childish person.  And why not? A
persen obssrves cerinin signe; he  superstiti.
cusly is inclined to deduce certain premcnitions
from that. God knowsthat, and so perhaps
sends him that special sxgn as a warning against
action, or as a hint for action. And why not
again ? Is (God too high and mighty to stoop o -
such trivial affairs 7 Does not the Bible say that
the fall of a leaf, and the life of a sparrow nats
important to him ?

Again ~— a trivial idea — there are some
bc;lic-fs, which are based on the calls and actiong
of animals, chieily of birds. This may s5ee..
admissible in a way, for why should one deny
language 1o these creatures 7 And perhaps the-"*
see further ihan human beings and are trymg
warn them ! I know I have often been thrilled
by the fairy tales, which tell of birds suﬁda,ﬂy
being given the gift of human language, or Cpp
man suddenly understanding bnd hngu’zfr- st
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fhus '_of humans getting intuitions of God's B8, oty Sramnin
intentions to them ! o = N
- LY 2 , " ”‘ ¥ | - )
One more motive for superstition. Since - ; ?EQ&@DiCALS
4 . ,

there do exist certain well-known superstitions,
.one must not lose sight of the fact that they are m@ : > G e 2 *
bound to act upon character and human ‘ )
f{ction. Take the idea that thirteen at a table
is an unlucky number, and that the first person Miss . Edith De Lima, M inci
who g‘ets up will dis within the year. Is pot this otaniey Girls’ High SChOO]a,I‘IYd.‘“f’L{’ ?"FC'DHJ»
sometimes likely to influence the sub-conscious [CC°RT mumber of the ,Hyde;a;(;ili( ’T;I‘;C’the'
mind of 2 porson who fuifils the condition, and g;mcz{«as the sad state of cur teachers in sclio;fs’
induce in him a mental condition which makes © wtes: |
him 11l enough o cxpect, or even 10 be cauﬂl;;
by, death ? And therefore, it is always ;zoodcto
avoid such arcangements, Thus Vsuperstition

G eegomd

The Teacher makss the ‘ School’

" A study of the teaching staffs of many of
our schicols reveals to us the sad and bitter
trutl: thaft the teaching  profession has beé:ome
a reloge for many whe hav i :
avoid such arcan . : : o any who have failed alone I
becomes. h}.,.fa.ﬁblon very often, just like the lines. lll-cquipped themselves they “’32 n Other
on N, : . ! " 3 ) % "epar-

glish fashions of eating fish only with fsh- '8 an illequipped generation® for dunfe“sem;f
gate;rs; dressing for dinner, apd the Indian cmzenslny_) apd vationhood. The criteri'on in
fashions or malted hair for ascetic's and a drab ::;z;ny e ’!1.‘5:'”[‘1“0; o oo bloving 8 teacher is
> . ‘s an : ¢0 much his ability y infiu

costame for widows. som ) . . 15 abnnity to teach
idows, some of whick may bereally ence which is hehind him to qgcurl::u}t' e mfi;x)-
) g im a job.

good ideas. ; ian 3 . T .
5. Ts not the Indian idea, for instance, 1 eaching has, in many cases, become a utili
’ ¢ a wili- -

of using saffron ¢ o e
s;‘g; saffron &c., as a4 superstitions cure for [A1AD  Droposition.  The  system of private
21y £s o . P .
aa?m ilinesses of children, a good one, since himm“ is on the increase because teaching in the
sffron is , : . " ; ass 15 i - :
saffron is a sort of antiseptic ? Then again. there classroom 15 becoming very poor and inade
xain, d -

is the great Indian superstition o e g quate.  Ill-equipped at the initi age
great Indian superstition of the Ewvil Eye. teacher ageravates the deﬁcizmx:r;“gl slge, the
4 y unprepatr-

Ko doubt, this is not only a foolish idea, but e€dness far class work,
also o troublesome and sometimes harm.produc- \ ‘
ing one; but is there not the fact that the find the child | Housed in a school room

jealousy and env ' o for almost five hours, he is .
y of somie spiteful people, even th rongh another di:‘drﬂinarym‘f,ﬁe”fdd to +pass
7 R eal during a

if hidden -under the guis i

oden e gu.a'e of shallow congratu- peried which rightly helongs to wholeson

12 11-(1[“, ig enough sometimes to cause telpathic Dealihy, out-of-door  recreation Unlo Ebomz,

or hvonotis e i is : : . gss an
vpnotic harm ?  And s0 on — and so on! until there is an improvement in the quality of

“T" T M
-inere are more thing h teachers the . ( ‘
ore things in heaven and earth ele.” tn]qn['lb]'e i ‘rn?l}'Dm o ur sonools will be
serable, mcltective and inefficient in a corres.-

The trouble a is ' . rondi i
o 1 (Ias:‘ 115 that superstitious xrwre;?;i def”.ef]', Handicapped teachers are
people do not stop to think about the motives oo et oo icapped | citizens to mest a

e il o complex world., Human inv
illy s. They have forgotten the for lack of fAnancial inve=;meerfttsmen’}‘she s‘uqf'fer-
5 . alue

correct purposes <3 .
e L”» F‘J:ea off such; just as the image. Of human personality grand and noble j
vOrsnipper en for o . jtealf. 3 ; 2 ¢ 1
tl; . PF? ot ‘argcts-the real God behind 1'5¢1L is being rendered valueless. The potenn
¢ image and sets his faith on a mere symbol, [21ties of the youh of today who will be the
And the mind gets deadened and  stupefied ; the :mn;m of tomorrow are being undermined by
Y N ? a H i .
substance is lost, and only the shadow is left fg‘r’i‘eif who thme had no preparation, and
- - N S 5 ielt.  very olten too by teache . :
CGne thing | ; Ny y teachers who have
. hm;E eads to another, and it soon comes training, passed examinations burt hav:nrif;gong
D pass titions drow - ne
P 1at sumrst'tmm drown all common- f© t.},’e classroorn  none the better for the train-
sense and healthy action.  Alas! ng.
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{  Book Reviews

TEENTH CENTURY Edited by F.]J. C.
Hearnshaw, Emeritus Professor of History
in the University of London. Macmillan
& Co., 1936, Rs. 3/-

This is 2 welcome reprint of the series of
eizht lectures delivered in 1926 in King’s
College, London and first published in that year.
Each lectiire is devated to the description and
elucidation of the policy of one of _the
Prime MWinisters of England in the " 19th
century, beginning with Canning and ending
with the Marguess of Salisbury. In each tasey
the lecture is by a great authority on his subject.
The lecturers give us an account of the career
of each prime minister in bread outline, the
influsnces that moulded their policy and pro-
gramme of action and the circamstances that
led them to move in particular directions in
domestic ailairs and foreign policy. Several
superficial inconsistencies ~which we are aptto

“~.. find in the careers of some of these Statesmen

are ovplained, and traced to their original
sources and e wndaclying ouity of ST ke
is clearly shown. The nature of the English
Parties, the allegiance which Statesrnen like
Peel, Gladstone and Salisbury paid to their
parties and the gradual transformation of the
whig and tory parties into the liberal and
conservative parties—are all admirably and
skilfully sketcted. Topics like the conversion
of Peel to Free trade, the secret of the eminence
of Lord Jehn Russell, and the attitude of Glad-
stone towards the Eastern question have been
handled in o masterly manner. The book 1is
a scholarly summary of the essential features
of the History of England in the nineteenth
century grouped round the achievements of her
leading statesmen and will be of great value as
a subject of study in the higher classes of Indian

schobls and colleges. M. V.
ADARSA GANITAMU. Third Torm (In
Telugu) by Ch. Sreenivasa Rag, B.A,, B.Ed;
The School, Rishi Valley' (Chittore Dt.)
Venkateswar and Co., Guntur, 1937, Re. 1/-
This is a text book on Elsmeutary Matha-

2o

matics written by an experienced eacher W

accordance with the -latest ideas and practice .
obtaining in many parts of the world. The
fundamentals of the subject are explained in
easy language and by means of well-constructed
diagrams — Examples have been taken from
daily life which makes the problems really
interesting to the pupils. The book contains
an index which is a novel feature. The print-
ing and the general get up of the book are good.
) ' —M. V.
STORY POEHMS by K. Srinivasa Kipi: Publish-
ed by Teachers’ Publishing ITouse, Madras,
Pages XXI[+204, Price As. 12/- ]
There are so many anthologies of poems
slready in the market intended to provide oxer-
cises in paraphrasing for High School FPupils
that there must be a special justification for
adding to their number. The volame before
us is amply justified by the fact that whileit
combines the good features of existing Volumes
it has also some distinctive features of its own.
The poems have been carefully graded
and are arranged in four parts, Drief explana-
tory noies and suggestive questions are appended
to each poem to &nable the pupil to consirug
the piece for himself. There is a well thought-
out essay on how to reproduce ‘the substance
of a story poem and the general principles laid
down are practically illustrated in the model
reproductions of “John Maynard” and “Harmo-
sau.” B fay the most valuable part of the book
consists of the hiteen appeeiicaa which should
enable the student to lay in vast store of worus,
phrases and idioms and"to avoid the commonest
errors in English. A good deal of hard thinking
has gone to the planning of this book. Excel-
lently got up and cheaply priced, it may. be

- safely recommended for use in the upper forms

of our High Schools.

SIMPLE ESSAYS by Llewelyn Tipping:
Published by Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Ltd.,
Pages 104, Price As. 8/- '

Here is an cxcellent volume of 52 essays
written in simple idiomatic English and intended
for the use of young students of the language.
The topics cover a wide range and are bound
to be of considerable informative value in
addition to familidrising the student with idio-
matic terms of expression. Written by an
expert who has an intimate knowledge of the
conditions and needs of Jedian schaols, the
haok is admirably suited for uss in the lower
forms of our High Schools. - .



SYLLABUS OF THE WARDHA SCHEME

F§ W)

Zakir Husain Committee’s Reply to Criticisms

HE Zakir Husain Committee has sub-
T mitted the detailed syllabus of studies, in

accordance with the Wardha scheme of
“craft-centred " education to Mr. Gandhi. Ex-
plaining the implications of the various details
of the syllabus, in a covering letter, the Com-
mittee incidentally deals with many of the
criticisms levelled against the scheme. :

fl‘he letter states :

In presenting the graded syllabus of Basic
Edncation which you wanted us to prepare, we
should like to clear up certain points which
have caused, or may occasion, misunderstanding
to those who have not clearly grasped the ideas
and principles underlying this syllabus.

In the first place, it is necessary to appre-
ciate the limitations under which we have
worked. A syllabus of this kind, which aims
‘at a far-reaching reconstruction of educational
practice really requires a background of fairly
extensive, experimental work on the lines indi-
cated in ovr Report, because it is only after

such practical experience thatall the possible -

correlations can be confidently worked ont.
‘While we have done our best in _prer '
syllabus and fally weitivea OUE collective experi-

rapneeiag OIS

~~cite'ds teachers, as well as the suggestions

rcceived from friends, we must point out that
this should be regarded as a tentative schema
which we have drawn up to show that the
principle of co-ordinated teaching, which we
have advocated in our Report can be worked
out in practice and translated into the terms of
the curriculum. Buat we bope that, as teachers
in our training schools and colleges, and in the
new schools of basic education, begin to work
out the scheme scientifically and record their
observations and experiences, it will be possible

-to improve the syllabus progressively. Such

an experimental attitude of mind on the. part of
the teachers is essential for the success and
efficiency of this educational scheme.

We have given the detailed grade place-
ments of the subjects for the seven classes of
the basic school in order to show that, with
spinning and weaving as the basic craft (select.
ed for illustration) it is possible to include the
essential subject matter. in language, mathema-

tics, social studies, general science and drawing,

within the time available for the purpose, and
to co-crdinate it with the craft work to'a con.
siderabls extent. .This will show that, on the
ons hand, the subject matler sslected is not
excessive (as soms critics of the scheme have
made out) and, on {he other hand, no really
significant units of-a cultural cwrriculom have
been omitted. ‘
We have alsa given the delailed grade
placements of two other basic crafts sugzested
in our Report--Agriculture and Waodworl,
These syllabuses were prepared for us hy
experts cutside our Committee, as none of us had
the necessary knowledgs for doing 50, Leaving
aside the detnils of thess syllahices, we ara
confident that the contents of the general corrie
culum could also be correlated or conveyed
through either of these iwo basic crafts, |

THE THREE FCCI FOR THE CURRICTLIM

In order to worl out an effective and natural |
co-ordination of the wvarious subjects
maks 4 i 3 A !
S a4 B A SEATY tvnd aad ey NVITO -
ment, we havs chosen three centrés, wnirinsicaily
inter-connectad, as the foci for the curriculum,
e, the Physical Environment, the . Sgria’
Environment, ane Craft Work which 15 their
natural mecting point, sinee i utilirses  the

Lur

resourees of tha former for the parpozes of the'
latter. With 2 view lo demonstrate hew

W ihe

subject matter selected is co.ordinatad
these three ventres, we have alon given, .
the grade placements,a separate ] ion of .
how the various teme of the curticulum ean be
correlated with the basic craflt of dinring and
weaving.  This will also, incidentally, answer
the criticism that the scheme iz not child-centred,
—a criticism which is based on ignoranee of Die
of the most strongly stressed poinis in  our
Report. We have also given, as an appendix,
a chart prepared by cne of our colleagues,
showing graphirally how the entire syllabug
is definitely child-centred, We fai} (o undar-
stand how this. scheme, based on activity,
and the study of the child’s physical and social

-environment, can be less child-centric than tha

present education Which is entirely. book-centredl

It is essential for all te:s.chersland edtleﬁt-
tiopal workers to note “tha.t. we have geag
attempted to draft aa =~ activily curi;c.r,;;u»n.v
which implies that our schoa.l:-; must be places
of work and experimentat}cn and. dtss:overy,
not of passive absorption of information xmpart-
ed ar second-hand. So far as t'he (.:ur_nculun}
is concerned, we have stressed this principle 'b},
advocating that all,teaching shguld be garr;ed
on through concrete life situations relating to
craft or to social and physical environment, so
that whatever the child learns becomes assimi-

lated into his growing activity,
RELATED TO THE CHILD'S EXPERIENCES

It should be noted in this connection that
in the preparation of this syllf\hus, w§ h‘:we
attempted to organise the ‘subjec_:l,-matter mtp
significant and comprehensive units  of ?xp.en-
er‘z_;:e'wuich will, when mastered, enable “th:‘e
child to understand his environment beticr -r‘
gy more ntelliientdy, becauss they
throw helpful light on the prohlems :md. condi-
tions of life around him. "We ars conscious of
the fact that there is mush scope for improve.-
ment in the actaal units selected, but we are
confident that this is the right approach to the
syllabus, rather than the current practi;e of
n;.aking it a collection of unrelated and "rmsce]-
laneous fects having nc direct bearing on
children's experiences or on s_ocial life, 'Tbe
syllabus in Social Studies and General Science
will illustrate this principle.

When, for instance, work in Social Studies
or General Science is related to Drawing, and
the knowledge of Flistory and Geography en-
riches the child's understanding and appraciation
of his craft, when gardening and Agriculture
are an integral part of his education, the scheol
should become an active centre of experience
and of abundant life.

st LA RR

Rat the working of this curriculum is i
itself a problem of great hmportancs, and
demands intelligent alertness and responsiveness
on the part of the teachers, for even the beﬁt
of curricula can be made mere dead letter, if
the method of teaching and discipline adopted
are nct inspired by the spirit of activity, In
order to indicate, therefore, haow the full possi-
bilities of this curriculum can be exploited, it
seems necessary to point out by way of illastra-
tion, the method to be adopted in the approach
to some of the subjects included in - the curricu-

N
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‘ SYLLABUS OF THE WARDHA SCHEME . ‘

um, = For, if subjects, such as Soc:lg,l/:’;ﬁtudi.es
and General Science are presented by | t?e
tpachers us catalogues of facts to he. pzns.usvc!y
accepted and learnt up by the chxldrefn, t:«die
whole object of the sy]labps will be dp ea .,‘(] ,
and they will entirely fail to appreciate tghg
real nature of the correlation amongst _tg
various =ubjects. This can o:nly be reahfed
when they are acquired tbl"oggn real lear‘r{xlrxi,
cituations involving self-activity on the child-
ren's part.’
CREATIVE VALUES OF MOTHER- TONGUE

“In the syllabus of mother-tongue, far E'X‘
ample, we have attempted fo g,tr‘ess both ﬁtn;
creative and utilitnrian values of language an
literature. The teacher must organize his oral
work as well as his reading material round the
actual but growing life and interests of his
children <o that they may gradually-—

{a) develop a conscicasness of the wondars—_
of the life of nature around them, -

{b) chssrve and describe the d%fferent pro-
cesses of the school crafts and the -life of their
home, village and school,

{c) write simple business ap.d_ personal
letters as a normal activity of social life,

{d) keep a daily record of progress in the
basic handicrafts,

{e) help in the editing of a school magazine
and the preparation of a daily nsws bulletin, )

f) make a cldir and connectad apzech of
a reasonable duration on same fopic of general
intersst, - .
{g) appreciate beautiful literature.

This suzgests not only a principle for -the
selection of topics in the literary readers, but
also stresses the close connection of the pmther-
tongue with craft work, social studies and
village life and activities., The met;hod of
teaching must, therefore, be such as will give
the child a mastery of his mother-tongue as 2
tool not only for learning but for use in actual
fife situations.

Similarly, the syllabus in Social Studies is
an attemnpt to adjust the child to his social
enviromment, both in space—which s the
function of Geography—and in time—which is
‘the function of History. Civics which aims
partly at the giving of intellectual understanding
of the present day problems and partly at
developing the right social and intellectual atti.
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tudes, has also been included as an integral part
of this syllabus. It requircs an intellizent study
of the child’s immediate environment' and its
sa%ient features, as well 2s the development in
school of self-governing institutions and its
organization as a genuins co-operative comimu-
nity involving mutual obligations and distribg-
f

. o .
tion of duties and responsibilities,

ACTIVE' LEARNING

) The teaching of these subjects should not
only be closely coordinated but it should spring
fr_om actual social situations —- the child’s home’,
his viliage, its oceupations and crafts—and then
bc xtended and enriched by stories of primitive
life and ancient civilizations; and by showing
how different ways of hfe and work have davei
lope(! .nnder different sacial and geographical
conditions.  The teaching of geography and
nature study in the Jower classes should, ~for
example, he centred round the different . seasons
which provide a starting point for ohserving
natural phenomena, and the intelligent te:—xcbef
will take care that the children make their early
acq_uuintance with all these phenomena through

- active personal observations, excursions, imrdeh-
ing, t‘?nf_!ing of pats and curvey of the locality.
But . it is uccessary, throughout the coutrs?, to
ensure that the child acquires his knowledge
activelv  and utilizes it for the understanding
and better control of his social environment.
Hence the nead for correlating the school with
the activilies of th: community life around,
w_hich we have also streszed in the Report.

Y
bl

In order to make Mathematics real and
active, we have indicated how its various pro-
cesses can be correlated with the various craft
processes and it is equally pnssible to wark out
thewr connection  with facts {earned in the social
studies and general science courses, If the
children learn their four simple rules by actually
working out the problems which arise in their
craft worl and gardening and by dealing with
figures which will also throw light on the econo-
mic and social facts of their village or town or
country, if there is practical meﬂsﬁring and field-
work and calculations of expenditure and rural
indebtednets, the learning of mathematics not
only becomes an active process, but also a
means of interpreting and understanding - the
social environment. ' :

1’}5 a.further illustration of the principle of
coordination, we shogld like to make a special

mention of physical education. So far as the
theoretical aspect of physical education is coll.x-
cerned, the children will gain the tw;e'*c-"‘r‘
Imowledge of Physislogy, Hygiene and ﬁ:r;:: :’
thmulgh their General Science COurses ;’.&v‘ 3’;:‘
pmcin:.’ét] iraming, the entire work ot Ll’:@ Q"l:»’ 20l
mvolving craft — practics, gamos, gzaf;i;filrx‘:
and aclive methods  of iearniﬁg, has lmu‘ hmit
saged as an aid to the devclopmen‘t' cfw the
child's health and physical vigour,

.V\'e have not drafied a regular sviabus for
aisic, because in this sckems of busie EL}..UCEL-
omn, 1}% may not be poszible to give F;cientiﬁc
education in music lo all ehildren. ‘\N’l’yit ‘s}e
recommend, however, is that in all cl:w:e;th sre
should be a course of choral sinqix;;ru hc::-tubto'
standgrd tunes und time, with an elZmEr‘Jlarv
acquamiance  with  the the principal Indian
ragasand talas.  The songs enitable for chiﬂL
ren between seven and fourteen s;hm;]d be care
fuliy selected, and should i;whdc- %:m‘-
songs, [oth songs, devotoud: 'siﬁ}x;‘: 1”1tum.1f

) By nunds N
and festive songs. The selection chould alcd
include a few songs in simple, guick rhytl*lmh:»‘
suitable for group singing i connection "./"";'1.
their craft-training and phveical trainiie. A q'nlt‘.i]
seieclicp in various Inppua may L:e ig‘:ixr;d
from time to time; out of which the 1€:&c-}x‘:r‘3
may make their choice. o

7 —

It i;, possible to multiply such examples ‘in
connection with each aspzct of the svilabus b-;xt
it 15 not necessary todn so. These exar'nploq
shquld suffice to show that there is an mtmmc
unity of method und curriculum whick cannot
he ignored, aed the - this svllnbus wil] help in the
trainine of int2ligent, .~ | .zal.und 1;(:=-opc~.rati\."t:;'
citizens, only if it is approached in the *=pi.tit .
indicaled above, - i

Reply to Criticlsms

_ We welcome the criticisms and abjections
which we have received or which hiwve appearsd
in the Press, because they show that teﬁcci‘c}q
and public men have given thousht to our
scheme. But we feel that many of nhijec.
tions raised are based on a2 m isundersta'nd";’g’
of the basis-of the scheme. "We weuld theref\';fé,
!ike, with your permission, to refer 1o ’t'hc rﬁoré
impartant points raised. .

“ THREE-CENTRED CO-ORDINATION ¥

1. Much criticism has been directed against
'the amount of time devoted to craft worl, and
it has been urged that academiz work will he

SYLLABUS OF THE

starved in consequence. Without subscribing
‘to the implied dualism between practical and

academic work, we would point out that the

.time allotted to the basic craft is not meant to

be spent only on the mechanical practice of the
craft, but oral work, drawing and expression -
work, naturally connected with it, as well as
instruction in the why and wherefore of the
prdcesses involved, i.e., their scientific and
intelligent understanding, which is one important
educative aspect of craft work, will also
be given during this time. This is clearly
implied in our scheme of three-centred co-
ordination. . 4

) Moreover, as pointed out in the report, the
ohject of the scheme is “not primarily to produce
craftsmen able to practice their craft mechani-
cally, but to exploit the resources implicit in
craft work for educative purposes,” the adoption
of the activity method should ensure the
atiainmesnt of this objective.

2. Some people are alirmed because there is
oo reference in this scheme to “secondary” or
“higher” education, for petting that our terms of
reference were coyfined to a seven years' scheme
of basic education only, and they are appre-
hensive that we want to limit the facilities for
higher education. We have oaly to point out
that this is a acheme of universal and compul-
sory basic education for those who are qualified
io receive it; and when that scheme is drawn
up, it will have to be co-ordinated with the
scheme of basic education, 50 as to ensure con-
tindity as well as proper intellectual equipment
for those who are to proceed further with their
education.
THE 7—14 AGE RANGE

3. The scheme has also been criticised
because it contemplates : tha child’s education
beginning at the age of seven, which is argued
" of being too late. In the repori, we have made
it clear that we recognise the importance of pre-
school education and envisage the possibility of

" jts introduction on a voluntary. basis, with State
. help where possible. But in view of the present
financial and other considerations, we have not

. felt justified in including itas a part of our
compulsory scheme. Motcover, we have chosen
thse 7-14 age range because we consider it

" absolutely essential to keep the child at school
until he is fourteen, in order o ensure that he
will receive the essential modicum of social and
¢ivic training—which, for psychological reasons,
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is not possible earlier—in order, (-:ribe':ome a
better citizen, that his literary training will be
thorough encugh to make & lapse into illiteracy
impassible, and that -he will' acquire sufficient
skill in his basic craft to pfactice it successfully
if he adopts it as his vocation. We are so
strongly convinced of the educative importance
of the years of adolescence that if we_could ex-
tend the period of education, we should like to
keep the students at scheol till the age of six~
taen, in order to ensure proper moral, social and
civic training. -

4. We have not given a separate and dis-
tinctivs place to play in the scheme becanse it
is essentially an extra-curricular activity ; if it
is made a compulsory part of the syllabus, it
loses its spontaneity and ceases to be play in
the psychological sense. But, inour syllabus,
we have made provision for individual and
group games and we contemplate that in all
good schools there will be various kinds of
games. It should, however, be borne in mind,
that in an activity school play is an integral part
of its method and is not included as an escape
from academic drudgery.

FALLACY OF “SELF.SUPPORT "

5. We shounld like to make. it clear—if the
Report has not already done so--that-we do not
contemplate any direct crmnection between the
teachers’ salary and the proceeds.from the sale
of the children’s products. Teachers are’ 1o be
paid directly from the State Treasury as at pre-
sent and are not to be dependent on the some-

" what fluctuating income received from the sale
of school products, which should bz credited as
income fo the Treasury. As the Wardha Con-
ference has mmade it quite clear inl its Resolu-
tions, that the basic crafts practised in schools
were expected in due course to cover only the
remunerations of teachers, it was hardly neces-

sary for us to sy that all cther educational
crpenditure, e.g., an buildings, eq?}pf;@g);;\etc.,
must be .met. {rom other sources, pubhe-and
private. .’ o :
6. We had not specifically mentioned, in
our Report, the setting up of a sales organisa-
tion for the school product because we were
primarily concerned with the drafting of an
educalional scheme and not with its political
..and administrative implications. Moreover, you
had made it guite clear in  your speech at the
Conference that in the last instance, the State
will ba responsible for their purchase at a fair
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price, and we had made a reference to your
remark in the Report.
7. Cousiderahle criticism has heen voiced
in certain quarters on the assumption that our
scheme is opposed to  all industrialisation and
aims at harking back to 2 ‘primitive state of
society utterly incompatible with the forces and
needs of modern timas.  Without entering into
a centroversy about the respective merits of
industrialisation and the rural ecotiomy, we want
to point cut that there is no necessary logical
connection between the scheme of basic educa-
tion and either-the industrial or the small-scale
village economy. We have recommended the
approach to education throngh crafts” and pro-
ductive work because ihatis a psychologically
sound methaod of education, but we fail to ses
why co-ordinated trairing in the use of the hand
and the eye, f{raining in practical skill
and chzarvation and manual work, should be
a worse preparation for later industrial training,
than the present education which is notoriously
bockish and academie, and definitely prejudices
our students ayainst all kinds of practical and
industrial work.
Working the Schema
We are conscious of the great deal of ad-
ministrative organisation which this scheme wil]
involve and we realise that the education depart-
ment in each province will kave to think out
the detailed ways and means by which the
scheme is to be'gradually put inty operation.
Without attempting te take over this great
responsibility on ourselves, we should like to
make a few suggestions in this ccnnection,
which we trust will bs found useful in working
out the detailed stages in which the scheme is
‘to be introduced in India.

DEMONSTRATION AND TRAINING SCHOOLS

The first stap, which should, in our opinion,
be taker immediately, is to set up a number
of training schoeols in selected rural areas—azt
{east one or two schools in each linguistic pro-
vince where teachers may learn the technique
of education through crafts and productive work,
and be trained to teach in the new basic schools.
The number of teachers to teach in the new
basic schools to be opened in  the
selected area will be determined by the extent
of that area. We suggest that a reasonably
large area, e. g., a district, should be selected
for the purpose and the Education Department
should undertake a survey of its requirements—-
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the number of existing schools to be trans-
formed, the number of new schools to be opened
and the number of teachers needed for thenr.
Immediate steps should be taken to train this
number both by utilising the existing training
schools and by opening new ones. We ure of
the opinion that this work cof estuilishing basic
schools for all the children in the selected area
should be completed within five vears, Mean.
while, all ‘the other training schools in the
Province should be transfdrmed into the new
type of training schools, so that the work of
establishing new basic schools as well 48 of
transforming  existing scheols, all over the
Province, may proceed as rapidly as trained
teachers become available. It will be neces-
sary during the first few years to have both
kinds of training schools—-i.e., one year and
three year schools. The short course of
one year's duration may be given to specially
selected and preferably, experienced teachers
from existing schools, so that they might start
work a year later in the new schools. Simule
taneously, however, the regular thres' vears'
courses should also be introduced and another
group of teachers selected to undergo this train-
ing. 'The Department should arrange to send
all the teachers in the existing echools wha
canno! attend the one year's course of training,
to specially organised refrasher course, where
they may understand the principles and methods
of basic education, A scheme should be drawn
up to ensure that all teachers in the service of
the Department have attended such n course
within the next five years. .

It is essential that these training schools ba
located in rural areas, so that teachers may
work and acquira necessary experience under
conditions in which they will have to éarry on
their teaching. If they are trained in an urban
environment where they will be deprived of
village contacts, they will not be able to develop
the requisite attitudes and habits. ‘

When ths first batch of teachers has been
trained, new basic schools should be started in a
selected area where all the schools should ha of
the new type contemplated,
desirable that schools of the present as well as
the new type should co-exist in the area,
Naturally it will be easier and more useful tg .
select for this purpose areas in which there are
few schools at present and where, for that
reason, the provision of educational facilities is
more urgently required.

It does not seem -

SYLLABUS OF THE

Secon}ﬂy we suggest that e;firy {ntrlq,t!:)g
school so started :shou!a ga\;; a i:}:grrl {)aﬁc‘

1 specially organised | bas
2?1}:::tio;paccordin gto syl]'ctbgs an? th;: tel(izl}fl;ll%ﬁ:
outlined in our Report. This S((:iml:’)' ! ;C;any
training school, should be st‘aﬂ‘ejo th,*ir 1::&”’.5&“’
competent teachers who possess the 2GSATY

intellectual and practical disposition to work the sducation, tho,

2 ically. It will serve as
cheme sympathetica ' il set ‘
fnodel “gchool for the locality to x.\.rhxch ﬁ)ﬁr;e;
scllénolé to be established later will look fo

. inspiration and guidance.

PROVINCIAL SURVELYS PROPOSED -

Eacb province should, we sugvgest., 1unie;x;-
take a survey of its educational uzqun-_g;im;,
and plan out a detqﬂed prpogr:{ammr, '(t)h m,m:
The survey should g.lm g.t Atm,:(]imfi«zmnmibpr n
“ber of children to be educated, e : ;“; of
teachers and schools t}?at will be c\fi.xéf 2min-
quired for their educatien, the nrxﬂm;{xi' of train
‘e schools that will have to be established,
:;T;V:to()which trained fceachers’ é:m bfc;n:i
available year after vear. ] O}l the, ({ minis r‘utxof
side, the survey should :'{‘n:lxcate the‘ gr{lou Lol
money which will be required for rﬁen}:l_mn;:; and
non-recurring expenses, and the machinery

will have to be put up for the sale of the school’

products. These are practical and,' ;:f:ync.r:f
problems  that will have to be wor}xen Cc;]u o
their magnifude is no excuse fgr ﬁgh.t.xtx)xlg shy
them or looking upon them as impossible.

We are fully alive to the financial implica.’

WARDHA SGHEME :
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E’hys;fxcal Education in England

~ Inan i‘:;dclress to the Ling PPhysical Educa-
tion Assocition at the Conference of Educational
Associations, Mr. K. Lindsay, Parliamentary
Secretary t¢ the Board of Education, said that
~the ﬁrs.t way in which the technique of physical

qucatmn i the schools had been improved was
in thg working out of special methods of physical
exercise adapted to the needs of the child at
each stage o/ his life—infant, junior and senior.

The sccond way was in the immense im-
provement sn skill and kncwledge on the part of
the teacher, Advanced courses of 400 hours
were now available in increasing numbers, and

had been instituted in a dozen training colleges, -

No less than 20,000 teachers in elementary
schpols gt:ended short or part-lime courses
while this year a new type of three mon!hs’
course  was being held at various colleges for
senior school teachers.

) The third way in which technique had been
1n?proyed was by extending the scope and
- widening the interest of physical education at
sch901s. Physical education in the old sense of
drili :}nd exercises could never really succeed in
drawing cut the social and individval instincts
‘of Fhe c'hxld. Organised games, gymnastics and
swimming—these were for some children, espe-
cially ghe older ones, the best means of physical
educatxon. More and more we must lock for
Playing fields for gymnasia and for swimming
facilities in al] schools, realising that these werz
not mere luxuries, but part of the necessary
equipment of effective physical education.

31 ‘Pgurmg th= course of the year ended March
ac, ] 36, 8‘0 sites for playlpg fields  were
(dc?l‘ll‘\])ie by the local Education Authorities
Whiche3 the number of the previous year), of
sechee) 2 were intended to serve more than one
mon&' he said. During the following nine
by 5213. furtper 66 sites were approved, of
schoo] S&‘e{e intended to serve more than ope
2o L urmg'lhe same period of 21 monthg

less than 372 plans for the extension of

£XIsti i . .
sting sites wgre approved. Again, since the .

3

- 1ssue of the circular 170 gymnasia for secondary

schl?qls have been approved, 212 acres for
addxtlo‘nal p'la‘ying fields, eight coverad and eight
open-air swimming baths. Proposals- approsed '
for e.lemeilmry scheools include 4,525 acres for
pla'ymg fislds, 215 gymnasia and three new
swimming baths, A

United States: School ﬁadiu g

At the Institute of Education by Radio at
a session which took place lastly at ColumbL{P‘
t})e use of ultra-short-wave transmission b‘u
city and county school systems was dis&saed Y

Ille.spegial advantage of the ultra-short
wave 1s,tha§ it carries only over a radius c;f ”5
mxle's and is not heard through the or(iina;'
receiver, Because of the narrow area co"ér"d5
each school system can have a seifcont‘ainued’

service of its own. . Cleveland, for instance is
. ’ -

about to install such a  systern ‘and expects "t
broadcast lessons, supervisory annnuncem;nt‘o
and the like to all its schools, It will noz ha 'ﬁ’
to cgnsider the interests of the commej::"lfl,
stations or adult audiences, as it has had t , l? |
when using the local stations. T o %

* Cramming Bair ,

“Cramming” of children for examix1ation§"
has been banned by Essex Education Com:
miftee. Homework  for elementary  schools
shlldren' unfler 12, too, has been stopped. The
cramml.ng "bnn covers any “intensive special
preparation” or the formation of special clagses
for scholarship candidates. To give alll:he
children equal chances to*win scholarships
extra tuition for special -candidates is barred’
The Council’s action followed complaints'b).rm
parents. It has been said that the schools Y
which invariably carry off highest honours in*
examinations givé the children an excessive
amount of homework for some weeks befors
hand, besides running special classes for them
in schosl..

S
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DELHI: A Historical Sketch .
» By PERCIVAL SPEAR. Crown 8vo, 112 pp. Rs. 3

Tn this book the author gives a brilliant survey of Delhi’s history from the earliest times to the
present day. than a guide book, but it contains ranch

It is more than a historical survey, and morg t
{0 interest the histdrian and will be an entertaining and useful corapanion for the visitor,

BETTER VILLLAGES

By F. L. BRAYNE, C.L E, L C.S,
Crown 8vo, 320 pp. Rs.2 .
Tue REMAKING OF VILLAGE INDIa, Mr. Brayne's first book, has besn out of print for somz ;v'ea;s
and the present bandbook is designed to take its place. It points oat briefly what has to be r%one in
the village and how to set about it. All who have to do anyihing, directly or indirectly, with the
villages will be interested, while raral workers will find it an imdispznsable guide for their work. Itis
the most up.to-date book for anyone wishing to have information about India's pressing raral problem,

and the suggested ameliorative aeasures, ‘ -

With a Foreword hy SIR SIKANDAR HYAT KITAN,

INDIA REVEALS HERSELF

By BASIL MATHEREWS, With the calabnration of WINIFRED WILSON, Crown 8va, 202 pp. 5s
“AIr, Mathews, scholar and thinker that he is, does 1ot fall into the mistake of thinking lhat
he can preseribe remedies for the manifold ills of Indin after a hurried tour of a few months. © 5o he
has adopted the plan of letting Tndians speak for themselves. He met handreds of prominent prople of
all communities all over the conatry, and his book contains their gpinions on many of the outstanding
questions of the day, with, of course, his own impressions thrown in. It is a volume worth perusal by

auyone Interested in seeing India as it is seen by a foreigner.’ —Ngw Book DIGEST

ADJUSTING THE SCHGOL TO THE CHILD: Practical First Steps

By CARLETON WASHBURNE. Large Crowa §vo, 206 pp.- 7s. €d.
educational problems of teday is that of the adap:ation of school
of this book to state the solution of this problem

One of the most insistently pressing
ganized as a laboratory for

work 1o individual differences. It is the purpose
worked opt Dy the Winnetka Publie Schools, linois, U. S. A.— schools on

sciontific Teseareh and practical experimentation,

WIRELESS : Its Principles and Practice
By R. W, HUTCHINSON. Fourth edition, enlarged. Crown 8vo, 344 pp.  3s. 6.

© No previous knowledge of glectricity is assumed, and the reader is led by sasy stages right from the

beginning of elementary theory to multi-valve receiving sets of modern design and the essentials

of the new high definition television.

*The anthor has considerable expzriens

e of thesubject both as a teacher and also as a practical
erimenter in Wireless, and this has eaabled him to preseat th :

e subject with great clarity.’
—TrE HiNpu,

* B

exp

TELEYISION— K Guide for the Amateur
By SYDNEY A. MO3ELEY and HERBERT McKAY.

half-tone plates. 5s.
¢ THere is a real need for the present book which aims at making th
their practical applications intelligibie to the general reader, who, it is assumed, h
slementary knowledge of the working of wireless,” —THE TIMES OF INDIA

Demy 8vo, 142 pp., with numerous

ie principles of television aad -
as no more tkan an
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