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FOR THE NEW SYLLABUSES.

THE SOUTHERN CONTINENTS

AND NORTH AMERICA
(FORM 1V)

BY \g

E. D. BIRDSEYE, B.Sc. (London), Geog. Dip. (London),

Author of “ World Studies,” * North America FEast of the
Prairies,” *“ India in the World,” etc.

The popularity and extraordinary reception accorded to
Miss Birdseye’s text-books recently written for the Madras
syllabuses have encouraged the publication of an entirely
new series of geographies for the 1937 S. S. L. C. syllabus.
The author's valuable experience of both teaching and
writing for Indian students have been combined to advan-
tage, and the publishers are confident that ““ The Southern
Continents and North America ”, and the succeeding volumes
. which are in rapid preparation, will be widely used in

High Schools.
Price As. 12.

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE
BOOK I

BY

Prof. H. R. MILLS, M:A.,

Principal, Maharajah’s College, Ernakulam.
AND

E. RAMAN MENON, MA,,
Asst. Pro& of Physics, Maharajah’s College, Ernakulam.

Specially prepared and written by Scientists of con-
siderable experience in handling the teaching of Science in
Indian High Schools.

Book I covers the complete requirements of the new
Fourth Form Syllabus.. All experiments included are well
within the scope of the average Indian High Schools and
diagrams and illustrations have been carefully selected or
drawn with a view to their educative value.

Price As. 10.
MACMILLAN & CO., LTD.,

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND)

e MA.DRAS——BOMBAY-—CALCUTTA——LONDON. ———




Ready in April 1938.
FOR FORMS V AND VL

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE

Prepared in accordance with the latest (Jooe 1037, Soilabus
in the subject jor A Group.

Physics by Mr. V. N. Visvanatha Alyar. MAL LT, Lec o oo
Government Muhammadian College, Madras.
Chemistry by NMr. P. A, Naravana Aivar, MAL LT

Chemistry, Presidency Collese, Madras.

Natural Science by Mr. K. C. Rumaswami Alyar. MAL LT

Natural Science, Ceded Districts College. Anuntapur.

Our Elementary Science book covering the Physies und Cheinisiry portions
by the above authors has been a great favourite. A most sultable book to
meet the present syllabus is now in print and the book wiil be seli-contained
in one handy volume.

The present volume will cover the svllabus for Forme Voand VI and one
for Form IV will be ready in June. There will also be avalable o Tamil
edition at an early date. ’

Prev-wee,
1

Additionn Profes-on

Leciurer an

Specimens on Request.

SRINIVASA VARADACHARI'& CO,,
Offices : —190. Mount Road, MADRAS.
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(Approved by Madras and Travancore Text-Bool: Committees.)

JUBILEE READINGS

FOR HIGH SCHOOLS
By

HENRY MARTIN, M.A, OBE,

Principal, Islamia College. Peshawar
WITH INTRODUCTION, CRITICAL NOTES TO CLEAR UP DIFFICULTIES

AND EXERCISES BASED ON NEW MODEL QUESTIONS AND
GRAMMAR SYLLABUS ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT

Book I: As. 14 Book IT: Re. 1

M. SESHACHALAM & CO,,
Publishers e

Masulipatam
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A NEW SERIES OF ENGLISH READERS.

THE CORONATION ENGLISH READERS

Edited by PROF. J. C. ROLLO. M.A.. J P,

Principal, Mahorajc’s College, Mysore

Primer, Part T (I Class) As. 3.7 Book I (V.  Class) As. 6.
Primer. Part T (IV  Class) As. 3. Book 1T (VI Class) As. 8.
Primer. Parts I & II (Single - Book IH (VII Class) As. 10.

Volume) As. 6., Book IV (VIII Class) As. 12,

This new series of English Readers provides. in addition to suitable read-
ing matter. systeniaic practice i the use ol Jinguage The language has
!hvmughum been cioelully araded in point of vocabulivy and grammatical
dructure so as to lend itself readily o treatment in class, while as regards
choice of topic and method of presentation the age and general outlook~ of
the pupil have wWways been horne in mind. The lesgrms have been so devised
4s to interest the pupdl in mutters that arc really xmlp()rtant for them. .The
Jeaders aim at giving accurate knowledge of the English Language as writien
and spoken ind stimulating interest in the world around. The books are well

Applications frorn 1he Hewds of ineututions for specimen copies will be

complied with.

B. G. PAUL & CO., Educational Publishers
12, Francis Joseph Street. G.T., MADRAS.

DESCRIPTIVE GEOGRAPHY
For the Middle School

The instructions and principles,
accompanying the syllabus have
been closely followed, includirg
the descriptive treatment; and the
volumes have been well-illustrated
by choice pictures, maps and dia-
grams. The exercises at the end
of each chapter have been very
carefully prepared not only for the
purpose of testing the subject-
matter Tearnt, but also in some way
to supplement the matter taught.
The hold print on glazed paper with
fine get-up makes the volumes
attractive.

Prepared in accordance with the
principles given in the Scheme of
Work and in nccordance with the
type syllabus, issued recently by
the Madras Educational Depart-
ment.

By N. SUBRAHMANYAM,
M.A., LT, FRGS,

Lecturer in Geography.
Teachers College. Saidapet.

(Tamil & Telugu)

Book I As. 10, Book II As. 12,
Book T As. 12,
—Journal of the Madras Geogra-
phical Association, Oct. 1936.

(English Edition is in the Press)

P. VARADACHARY & CO,
8, Lingha Chetty St, Madras.




SEVERAL HEADMASTERS

in the Madras Presidency have decided to use this year,
among others, the following “ COOPER " publications ;: —

MARTIN'S NEW STUDY READERS.

This series is the outcome of years of practical
experience, and combines the best features of modern

methods of teaching a foreign language.

FRASER’S PICTURE COMPOSITION.

In two books. The new edition contains over 200

illustrations, and each book costs only five annas.

MARTIN’S JUNIOR ENGLISH COURSE.

Contains Applied Grammar, Composition, and Correct

Usage. Pages 342. Price, Re. 1-8.

WREN AND MARTIN'S ONE VOLUME EDITION OF
HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND HIGH
SCHOOL ENGLISH COMPOSITION.

A textbook of surpassing merit. It contains 647 pages
but costs only three rupees.

8 You can always rely on
“ COOPER ” Publications.

Sole Selling-Agents for the Madras Presidency :

Messrs. CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY FOR INDIA,
Park Town, Mnadras.

R D DI N R D D WD AR

~

CONTENTS

Pace
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL FITNESS OF SCHOOL-PUPILS,
THE CITIZENS OF TO-MORROW-—By Dr. V. Krishna Rao .. 139
THE NEW ELEMENTARY EDUCATION POLICY-—By Mr. S. T.
Ramanuja Iyengar 143
SOCIAL ASPECTS OF EDUCATION IN THE WARDHA
SCHEME—By Mr. T. P. Srinivasavaradhan 148
REORGANISATION OF SECONDARY EDUCATION—By Mzr. S
Santanam, MLA., L.T. 151
iE MANGALORE CONFERENCE—-NOTE ON DRAFT
RESOLUTIONS~—By *“ Publicity ” 159
FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS 167
THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS' UNION, MADRAS—-Mmutes 175
THE 8. 1. T. U. PROTECTION FUND—Notice 178
THE TEACHERS' BOOK-SHELF 180
MADRAS PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 182
_ EDITORIAL 184

BALAR KALVI

A Tamil menthly jowrnal devoted to Elemen-
tary Educaﬁon_.

A Safety First supplement is issued with
each Number.

Annual Subscription Rs. 2,

Publishers:- The South India Teachers’ Union.
Apply for particulars to:—
MANAGING EDITOR,
‘BALAR KALVI’
41, Singarachari Street,
Triplicane, MADRAS.



NOW READY. General Science Series. Price As. 12
Editor ; M. S. SABHESAN, MA,,
Madras Christian College.

IV FORM-GENERAL SCIENCE

The book has been prepared in accordance with the latest Departmental
Syllabus for General Science. It is attractively illustrated, and nicely printed
on superior paper.

Tamil and Telugu Editions will also be ready in May next.
WILL BE READY IN MAY 1938

GENERAL SCIENCE FOR FORMS V & VI

Tamil and Telugu Editions in the Press.

'--------------------------

[
Loyola Mathematics Series : General Editor: Rev. Fr. L. VION, SJ. E
A NEW MODEL TEXT-BOOK .
OF :
y )
ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS '
Part I for IV Form Re. 1-8-0. — Part II for V & VI Forms Re. 1-8-9. }
'
Tamidl and Telugu Editiors jor the IV Fore purtie ! be ceeda o June next. :
[ ]
G. SRINIVASACHARI & SONS,, :
Narasingapuram Street, Mount Road, Madras. :

V. S. VENKATARAMAN & CO.,
Educational Publishers, Kumbakonam
OUR PUBLICATIONS

Approved by the Text-Book Comnuttee.

1. Balar Tamil Readers 1to3"' 7. Peformed Series in Arithmetic,
For Clusses 1t Book- 1 o 4 in Tamil & Telugu
2. Gokhale Tamil Readers 1 to 8 for clisse 1 2003
For classes 1to8 8. Individua! Arithoetic Books
3. Manaver Tamil Selection Books, 1 10 3 fcr Forms 1, 2 & 3.
I & II for IV and V Forms 9. Roval English Readers,
4. Gener:l Science, Books 1 to 4 Beoks 1 & 2
For Forms 1 to 4| 19, Twmil Grammar Series
5. Elementary Science, Bks. 1 & 2 From the IV Class to VI Form.
For Forms V & VI| 11 Tumil Non-Detailed Books:—
6. Indian History, Kujue  Todar Ml Jeevukan.
(Both Tamil and Telugu) Desa Muhapurushar  charitam,
From Class V to III Form Pattanathar and Nanri Marava
Nambiar.

For full particulars please see our detailed cataloguc.
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL FITNESS OF SCHOOL-PUPILS,
THE CITIZENS OF TO-MORROW

By

Dr. V. Krisuna Row
Medical Officer. Presidency College, Madras

N As one who appreciates the draft resolution, adopted by the Working

. ‘Committee of the South India Teachers’ Union on 5-2-'38, on the com-
pulsory school medical inspection of pupils with the object of
improving the health and increasing the physical fitness of the children
of to-day. I desire to place before the teaching profession, the following
notes, for their thoughtful consideration and immediate action.

2, The “Teacher” is in a singularly fortunate position to inculcate
into the young, impressionable, and receptive minds, the fundamental
necessities of a healthy life, healthy habils and behaviour. Not
only this, his daily contact with the children of the community enables
him to weed out the sickly from the healthy. He is also perched in
an unassailable post to gauge the intelligence and mental retardation
of the growing children, and impart graded and suitable education,
suited to the capacities of the child. In this manner, the teacher is able
to do immense service to the Nation, by training the intellect and build-
ing the health of his wards, the future citizens.

3. The scheme of medical examination of school-pupils in all
advanced countries includes—

(i) Detailed examination of the pupils and offering the best
medical advice, by the school-doctor ;

(i) Hygiene instructions, which affect the healthy physical de-
velopment of the pupil ;
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(iii) Lectures in Hygience and Phyvaiolev s and.

(iv) Instructions in Physical excrcises and athlotic conred!

4. The detailed medical examination at the vers besinmng of
scholastic career is necessary.

1. To prevent admission of physically unfit chilaren

2. To ensure prompt treatment of physical defects:

3. To avoid thé spread of infectious discases: and

4. To create and develop healthy habits and living,

In other words, this regular medical examination malntains and
insures the health of the growing child. who is a primary "Asset” to
the Nation. It is regrettable that the femous savine that the “Child
is the asset of a Nation™ has now lost all its political end noral signifi-
cance.

5. The primary importance given to this scheme of medical exa-
mination of school-pupils, in all advanced and moddern countries could
be noted from the fact—

(i) That all Nations are activily engaged inowlivnomz o thel
health of the children, as of vital concern to the health ot e com-
munity and the Nation, as part of National Health Poliey

(i) That Health and a re-invicorated bl Ponesfone of the
pledges in the Election manifesto. adopted by the London Teachers
Association, represented by mere than 15.000 Head-masters

(iii) That Education Act of Englund (Scctions &7 & 50) has
been amended so as to make medical inspection compulsory in all
schools ; and,

(iv) That the Health Scction of the World Federation of Edu-
cation Associations, that recently met at Tokyo, has stressed the im-
portance of medical examination (Appendix I) .

6. In this intensive National health-building acuvities of other
Nations, what has India been doing ? Practically nothing.  No atten-
tion to the growing children is being paid to-day. It s too obvious to
escape one's eyes that the children of to-day. the rising generation are
distinctly poor in physique and bodily health. which is indircetly affec-
ing the body-politique of our country. The " Physical Education”™ that
is now being imparted to children is hurdly sutisfuctory and is not cal-
culated to fulfill the aim of physical training and exercise. as understood
and worked out by other advanced countrics ; the aim being  the deve-

ment of the physical constitution of young buys and girls, the training

ir bodies and maintenance of their health.”
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7 Tn this conncetion, I have submitted to Government, a detailed
scheme of school medical inspection with physical training for the
cchool-children on a selj-supporting basis—collection of As. 4 from each
Elementary school pupil and As. 8 from Secondary and Middle school
pupil. per annum. For the payment of this small annual sum, the pupil
will have all the best medical treatment and care, free any hour of day
or night. by a reeular Scrvice of school-medical officers in Madras
Presidency.  This school medical service would be establishing the
following points of contact (Appendix 1I). This levy of As. 4 to As. 8
‘s neither novel nor cconomically unsound. When the medical inspec-
tion was in vogue in 1927-280 the pupil did pay this small sum ; now he
is promiscd better treatment and State-care of all his bodily troubles
and ailments. The reader is kindly referred to the special article of

.mine on “The Trends of Physical Education and School-Hygiene in
South India ™ in the © South Indian Teacher ”—of October, 1937.”

8. Therefore. to preserve the health and vitality of the Indian Na-
tion and “insure a second generation. a still better second generation
and a Fitter Race "— (Health Policy of America), it is an absolute
necessity and a paramount duty cast on the Public, the Teaching pro-
fession. and the Peoples” Governments to improve the prevalent low
health and inercase the physical efficiency of the Nation by insisting on
the compulsory medical inspection of school children, from the school-
going age. No one can «fford to ienore or forget that “ The Onward
March of a Nution Depend: On The Feet of Little Children.” Hence
this Health Resolution is recommended for acceptance by the teachers,
at the ensuing Conference. at Mangalore.

- APPENDIX L

Resolutions adapted by the Health Scetion. World Federation of Education Asso-

ciations Tokyo Conference. 1937.

'
—aldle ~ . . .
1. “That adequate and uniform records of physical examinations for school

and college students are desirable.

» 2, *“That content and method of such examinations be determined by competent
Jthorities in cach country.

3. “That teacher training include adequate instruction in moderu methods of

teaching health and in actual co-operation with public health, community, and home

agencies.
4. “That recreational and physical activities of children be determined and
-egu]ated by adequate medical examinations.”

.

¢ scuars |
)
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APPENDIX 1L
SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE —~Points of Countact

Medical  exmmination

of pupils.
Free medical service. .
night and day. Advice »:1!.‘1 el rage
rent 2ive
\RS ' v
i Srhool SRR peyiet
Medical treatment Modicn] Sub st et
K . Modien PRTIVE
obtained. : obtiined.
Scrvice

Sick wvisitea.
Dental and Ophthalmic de\ A,muA. nd
treatment obtained. X "'\pu“m"m‘,m
restinent given
Physical trainmg
and graded exercises
controlled.
I N
N N}l}?l Thi- Sehool Medical Service would erter to the reeeds of oo children of S
e whole Presidency. as o v yad b N
As. 8 ;())eL P;;;:ldu:;::' dg above indicuted. out of the small annual levy of Ac 4 to ¥
. T child. e School Medice srvice w ) e
service. edical Service would be a regular paid full-time

“standards :

THE NEW ELEMENTARY EDUCATION POLICY
1937 (?RANT RULES AT WORK
By
S. T. RamaNuJAa IYENGAR

Your readers will remember the announcement made by His
Excellency the Governor of Madras in his speech to the last legislative
Council under Dyarchy, regarding the new Elementary Education Policy
of the Madras Government. This was followed up by the grant rules
,f 1937 and the Interim Ministry's communique of June last year.

THE GRANT RULES

The grant rules of 1937 promised the following rates of grants for

achers.
Untrained Teacher Trained Teacher
Lower Grade Rs. 60 Rs. 108
Higher Grede Rs. 108 Rs. 156
Secondary Grade Rs. 144 Rs. 212

They require secular instruction of at least four hours: an average
attendance of 20 pupils per teacher : and a strength of at least 25 in the
fourth and fifth classes of w complete lower elementary school in rela-
tion to the strength in the first class allowing weightage in classes 4 and
5 ¢aleulating 2 as 3 pupils.

They penalise the presence of children who stagnate in a class for
more than two years. They recommend decrease of grants by the Ins-
pectorate for administrative abuses, stagnation and wastage, insuffici-
ency of working days, neglect of vaccination, participation in politics,
prescription of unapproved text books. false musters and registers and
the appointment of male teachers in Girls'. Schools. Increase of grants
for efficient work will not apply unless recommended by the Inspectorate
grants will he awarded to feeder schools not recognis-

and no increased
ools which entertain more than a third of untrained

n‘j as such and to sch

CCachers.
Efficient schools are defined to be schools which have complete five

ctandards. OF schools which are feeder schools with two or three
schools which have a strength ratio of 25 in fourth and fifth
to the strength of the first class and schools which

s in relation
mmended for decreased grants by the Inspectorate.

classe
have not been reco
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FEARS EXPRESSED

It was contended even at the time of the introduction of the new
rules that they were very complex and that thev would lead to anomolies,
unless the rules were made uniform and simple: 1that they admitted of
manipulation of figures to carn grants in the existing lav conditions of
administration, supervision and inspection of  Elenaacars Schools,
Schools, teachers. managements and Inspectors being what they are
that there was room for abuses in vestine Inspectors with powers 1
increase or decrease grants at discretion. the policy of Governnnent be-
ing what—it was towards communitics and creeds wnd ciastes @ and that
the new policy would end in the closure of niany ~chools under the
checks imposed by mere rules. and in the restriction of existing ele
mentary education facilities in the country.

RULES WITHIN RULES .

After the enunciation of the erant rules. the Departinent h!
enunciated rules within rules, as it weres Thus the increase of gran
promised by Government to FElomentior toncinoe oo b
withheld. The month of October 1557 fe bocn Ghosen 1o deermine if
the strength ratio is alright as required by the grant rules in respect of
classes 1, 4 and 5 ignoring progress of the vear. The erat carned by
the teacher is allowed to he diverted by a DEreet e Tor

partially

contingent
expenses of managements, the teachers’ minimum wade being thus
reduced to even less than th grant allowed by Government. Circulars
have been issued allowing manageinents to pay teachers according to
private agreement between managements and teachers, if necessary
allowing payments of wages every six months or cven one vear. These
are really breaches of the letter and spirit of the crant rules, whatever
the justification put forward by authority.

ANAMOLIES IN WORKING

If the figures which form the busis of the award and assessment of
grants in various districts are made available for serutiny
and by critics of the new Educational Policy and the
defects and anamolies can ecasily be established.
difficult for the educational burcaucracy to
charges against the new policy and rules: —

crant rules. the
In any cuse. it will '~
challenge  the  followin.

1. They have entailed correspondence and rety

urns. entailing heavy
office work in Elementary Schools by masters to the detriment of class
work,

by the public
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2. Schools which could have more strength in class 1 have had to
restrict enrolment with « view to maintain the strength ratio between
class 1, and clusses 4 and 5.

3. Schools which have full strength of children in each class but
have not been able to have more sections and teachers owing .. lack of
accommodation and other facilities have been losers of grant.

4 Schools which were able to distribute children in sections under
separate teachers and submit monthly returns with due regard to the
rules are enabled to obtain grants because of their watchfulness and
manipulation. .

5. The fixing up of the strength ratio in October 1937 as the
standard month to judge the efficiency of schools is arbitrary as it
ignores progress as a whole during the grant-year and as it ignores
weightage.

6. The award of erant to iractions of pupils in attendance over
and above the required 20 pupils in average attendance for a teache:
has led to anamolies.

7 There is great scope for cooking up attendance registers in
schools where schools exist for carning grants, rather than for educa-
tion of children.

8. There is ~reat scope for schools cucrying favour with the bu-
man Inspectorate and for the Inspectorate doing Injustice or justice,
according to their discretion, ot” » things like communal and credal
policies remaining the same.

9. The real progress of honest institutions which exist for ’fhe
sake of work perse is at a discount compared with schools which thrive
under the “ Regime of rules.”

10. The grant rules are leading to closure of single teacher and
incomplete schools in areas, where, in spite of defects, they have sub-
served a want.

11. The policy of improving schools by threats” explicit and
implict in the rules, is really not a natural approach to improving elfa-
mentary education but a surrender of democracy to bureaucracy in

education.

12. The increase of the Inspectorate, planned afld executec'i in part,
has subjected schools to visits, ordinary and sur,prlse, by a hlerarci)l;y(.1
of the Department, both of the men 'and-wome.ns branch, z?nd ena E
the educational bhurcaucracy to justify its existence and increase by
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the qlarles indicating turn over of work by the Inspectorate but it has
not improved educational guidance even in cases where luspector

) o i Wl
have the will and ability to do it.

SOME CONCRETE CASES

(1) School A with 360 attendance is entitled for @ ¢rant to 18
;eac};)ers bL;}t, if it has only 9 teachers. it will be ziven a gcrant ouly
or teachers. This is a blow to i ‘ q en

s Is @ economicallv  muanaged 1ci
o A ged eflicient

(2) School B with 360 attendance which chooses 1o have 18
teachers with as many sections will however ;l"’l“i“l u[ lg
teachers. This is an encourasement to schools which o w:*()"l' t '”' 1tk
a view to make the best of the grant carning rules. et

(3) School C which huas 89 pupils in total attendunce will not get
a grant for 3 teachers but only for 4% teachers. :

(4) School D which has an average for the vear of 29 pupils
class 1 and 13 in class 4 and 12 in class . but has 41 .pup:l.\, m-cl'lmll r“;
18 in class 4 and 9 in class 5 will 2ot w statutor, e of 10 of ;ho :a:t
because the strength ratio between class 1 ;‘rl(l 3 in October g
» according to the rules. e

(5) School‘E having the following attendance to its credit is
awarded a cut, in spite of the progress in enrolment, attendance and
work, and expert management.

& — ] = - o

S S k| = = = z
[ = 3] SIS T T &
6 Jany. 1937 23 18 18 18 14 S
6 Feb. " 22 18 19 6 13 80
6 March " 21 19 18 6 14 8
6 April - 21 20 18 7 14 ,
6 May " "
4 June 4 17 11 5

" 15 7 54
4 July " 25 20 15 14 10 ;4
6 August ” 36 22 20 16 9 103
6 Septr. “ 4 26 22 17 11 120
6 Odctr. " 41 22 22 18 9 113
6 Novr. " 44 25 23 18 8 118
6 Decr. " 44 26 25 18 8 121

(6) Schoql F which maintains 6 teachers for 5 standards and in-
curs an expenditure of over Rs. 140 paying teachers not less than Rs. 20
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h which has got an average
attendance of over 120 for 5 classes, which spends nearly Rs. 2,500 on
only of about Rs. 700 (seven hundred) and a

the schools gets a grant ; '
cut of 107, all because of the regime of rules and discretion.

and paying a school rent of Rs. 40 per mont

4 student of Elementary Education, convinces me
that the new elementary education policy and grant rules are not in
ests of the education of the child, but designed to achieve
ctructural perfection (impossible of achievement) under a regime of
rules, calculated to spread a wet blanket influence on honest and
sincere educational work for its own sake. Teachers and teachers’
organisations, with the handicaps under which they work, are unable
_to carry conviction to authorities because the Congress Government
has more urgent problems than the progress of education; because
the minister of Education has worked and inherited the educational
policy of the past from bureaucrate educational advisers, and because
the educational burcaucracy is growing strong to the detriment of
Even the increased budgetary provision for education
is likely, as in the past, to be swallowed, in sinking on so called equip-
ment to serve as teaching aids, on Direction and Inspection, rather
than benefit the child and the teacher, who are the twin human units

My study, as

the inter

democracy .

being starved.
CONCLUSION

If the Congress Ministry is bent upon promoting the advancement
of Elementary Education in the province let not the traditions of the
past hamper them.  Let there he genuine and swift enquiry into the
working of the policy by an impartial committee of the legislature of
members who are not committed to support existing policies and who
have an open mind, irrespective of friendship and who can be true to
Gandhiji’s outlook. Let there be facilities for organised teaching
opinion to expose the futility of the new policy and let organised teach-
ing opinion be given a chance to have a hand in shaping Elementary
Education. The country will be committing educational suicide if it
accord its silent or active support to the philosophy of structural per-
fection of Elementary Schools, built on rotten foundations and run by
administrators, Inspectors, managers and teachers who have to have
a moral bath. Persistence in the new policy can only strengthen the
beliei that the educational bureaucracy, claiming its right to advise
the ministry in educational matters is saving money by the grant rules
to find money for itself at the expense of aided Elementary Schools.



SOCIAL ASPECTS OF EDUCATION IN THE WARDHA SCHEME:
By
MRr. T. P. SRINIVASAVARADHAN

Throughout the Zakir Husain's Report the social aspects of educa-
tion are emphasised again and again. Since the great war a world wide
development of educational thought has been taking place. The Great
War has shown the insecurity of the foundations upon which Western
civilisation rests and the need of rearing a race better equipped mental-
ly and spiritually than the present. with a higher social intellivence and
social order and truer understanding of men’s relations to one another.

Our educational system at present which is a copy of the western
one aims at individual development and personal success and not at
social efficiency and progress. This defect is pointed out in the Report
in dealing with the existing educational system.

The social instinets in man are fundamental and our own existence

is bound up with that of the other people. On this fundamental fact

the Wardha Scheme is drawn up. According to the scheme, education
should aim not so much at individual as at social efficiency. Society is
conceived as an organism the well-being of which depends upon that
of its members. The interests of society and of the individual are
really one. The faculties of each pupil must therefore be developed,
not as if he were being trained to be a self-sufficient isolated unit, but
in order that he may become an active and efficier:t member of society.

This idea runs throughout the Report.

The school is a means of social training in three wavs. firstly through
its corporate life, secondly through the methods it employs, and thirdly
through its studies or curriculum. In actual practice, these are closely
interwoven.

CORPORATE LIFE OF THE SCHOOL

Sociability is a marked feature of the young. At every stage they
form natural groups for all sorts of amusement and occupations. The
group activities may take the following forms:—Clubs for games,
boyscouts, dramatic and debating clubs ete. School societies are im-
portant factors in education. They provide not only opportunities for
personal service and self-denial, but they accustom the voung to the

* A paper read at the annual conference of dthe Madrus-Tcachers' Guild. -
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idea of social solidarity and responsibility. The social life of the school
is the soil in which in a natural way, the personal qualities grow which
are the foundations of all character—loyalty, truthfulness and justice.
This is brought out in the Report. The type of school contemplated in
the Report is a miniature community where pupils would imbibe a
social spirit, acquire social interests and get a training for social and
practical life in the world.

~ EDUCATIONAL METHODS

What we wish education to do depends upon what we wish society
to be, Hence all school procedure must be guided by social ideals.
Every subject must be so taught that the pupils can see its relation to
real life. A close connection should always be maintained between
school work and community activities which are rratters of daily life.
The Wardha Scheme emphasises that instruction should be less bookish
and more concrete. It is the considered opinion of educationists that
if the social end of education has been properly emphasised, the peda-

gogical will, to a large extent, take care of itself.

‘ SCHOOL STUDIES

Every study and exercise of the school may be utilised for the pur-
pose of the realisation of the ideals and requirements of social life, pro-
vided the teacher is.imbued with social ideals. The Report rightly
emphasises that teachers of the Wardha School type should have a
different type of training in training collegés to achieve this ideal. Since
the curriculum is to be used as an instrument for social efficiency, it
must fulfil the following conditions. The first is its social usefulness.
The second is that school studies should be related as far as possible to
the present life of the pupils. The third is that the curriculum should
give continuous opportunity for the close union of theory with practice.

- The Report emphasises the importance of imparting education through

some craft or productive work. The practical studies should provide
some degree of familiarity by the typical process by which society is
maintained and perpetuated. The outcome of such an education is to

socialise the young.

In order to realise the social aims, we must have smaller schools,
smaller classes and competent and efficient teachers trained speci.ilv
for this purpose. Every teacher must be something of a socialogical
as well as of a psychological expert. In the words of the Report “ The
teachers must have an intelligent interest in the life and activities of
their human environment and a thorough grasp of the relationship bet-

4 9"
ween school and society.
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There is no ideal which a nation can set before itself which it

not attain in a few decades through the transmission of it int ;\ca"'
tional life by means of the educational system. In this waO"JL' -
transformed herself in a couple of generations and placed hersil‘f i dpim
front rank of the so called civilised powers. By the same m.eansmGt .
many made herself before the Great War the most puwcrf/‘xl of n s,
At the present day she is one of the most powerful nati(;ns It is i
the natu-re of ideals that hoth Japan and Germanyv have f_’o‘ne as‘t:am
The ruling caste in both the countries dclibomtc‘l\' use Vllhe cn‘ﬁrcly'
e.ducational machinery to saturate the nation with t)x.v ideals of dominay
tion and militarism and the result is the extraordinary (li;x)l;x\' of u -
scrupulous force and military strength which Gormzm\-‘ sh«h)‘wo;l duri:-
the Great War and is showing now and which qu)an‘\hw.w in Chin'g
Had the leaders in those countries devoted the same ;-zimou;n of cffo:é
and OItganising skill to the inculcation of really worthy ideals. those
cou'ntnes would have attained a different poait{on umur;g the ‘c:wilisc:!
nations. Once an ideal is successfully imposed on the mind of the
young through the educational system, it becomes the expression of t}it
collective soul of the people and nothing can stoyv it p‘(»\'.'vlr T

ations.

The course civilisation takes and the goal it reaches will depend
not solely on the terms of the treaty of peace or the formation of a
?eague of nations. but rather on the nature of the social or spiritual
ldea.ls civilisation hencefor.h sets before itself and transmits to suc-
cessive generations through aducation. The repor{ says: Ar;y scheme
of education designed for Indian children will in some respects radi
f:ally differ from that adopted in the West. For. unlike as 'mpthe Wae t.
in India the nation has adopted non-violence as the method of peaf:é
and for achieving all round freedom. Cur children will therefore need
to be t.aught the superiority of non-violence over violence.” This is
our social ideal preached by the Greatest living man, Mahatma Gandhi
¥f our nation adopts it, it will occupy a unique place among the nations'
just as'Gandhiji occupies a unique place. The Wurdhﬁ Report lays
emphasis upon this social ideal. This is the philosophy underlying the
scheme—the philosophy of Mahatmaji. °

By

Mg. S. Santanam, M.A,, LT,

Tiruturaipundi.

The celebrated Wardha Scheme has absorbed all the attention of the
thinkers of our country and has thrown all other educational questions
into the background. Beyond a willingness to experiment with the
scheme the Congress ministries are too busy with programmes of prohi-
bition. debt relief, and such other schemes as interest and affect the
elders immediately and appeal to them as important to devote any time
to the consideration of the reform and reorganisation of higher educa-
tion. Recently the Government of Madras announced in the Legislative
Assembly itself that it has not yet decided its policy about secondary
education. But it is the duty of those engaged in secondary schools as
teachers to express their opinions clearly and courageously to the pub-
lic and to the government, so that when the question may be taken up
at any time by the government—perhaps it may be done early next
year—the advice of the actual workers in the field may be available to
those in power. It is a pity that generally the reorganisation of second-
ary education has been done and is attempted to be done according
to the advice and opinions of those, educationists or otherwise, who
have no actual working experience of secondary schools at all.

Let that pass. Can it be at least said that teachers of secondary
schools have any ideas on the question ? Do they all think that there
is a need or any necessity for a reorganisation of the present system ?
Then too. can it be said that they all think alike and can agree about
the defects in the system and the ways of remedying them and the
principles to be followed in an attempt to reorganise it ? No; some
will have to confess at least to themselves their apathy in the matter
and the utter lack of any ideas of their own on the subject ; some take
up the cries started by others, whether they are those of teachers like
themselves or others outside their fold and speak about them as having
their well-considered support. Then there are some Teachers’ Al§so-
ciations and Guilds which pass resolutions on the subject. here is
also the S.IT.U. which has passed a series of resolutions ¢yn the ques-
tion. and many teachers are content with accepting somgf’of these pro-

t can be suggested and do not troub?le themselves

posals as the best tha ‘0 1
to think on them and make their own contribution to the considera-
{
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tion of the topic in the papers and the journals which can enlighten
the public.

The writer of this article has had the honour and fortune of
attending the Provincial Educational Conference held at Tanjore in
-May, 1937, and of deriving the benefit of hearing the discussions on
the draft proposals for the reorganisation of secondary education. The
draft consisted of 21 resolutions and was accepted by a large majority
with the solitary exception of that on public examination. (Res,
No. 11). This draft should be considered as the most authoritative
stand taken by the teachers of the secondary schools in our presidency,
till it is changed by another provincial conference. Therefore the
writer desires eagerly to plead for a drastic change of the draft in the
forth-coming conference at Mangalore and humbly to explain how and
why it should be changed. This he wants to do in the light of his
pretty long experience and his earnest consideration and study of the
problems of secondary education and the various proposals made for
its recognisation for the last few years by various agencies, the Goy-
ernment and eminent educationists and non-educationists as well. He
feels it his duty to place his own opinions before the cducationists to
meet at Mangalore this year, whatever may be the influence of the
suggestions on the decisions they may make ; the most humble worker
in the field, however insignificant and unknown he may be, is entitled
to be heard if he wants to express his opinions. It is with such confi-
dence that the following lines have been written.

The first resolution explains the objectives of secondary education
as three-fold ; namely, preparing the pupil to be a good citizen, train-
ing him to an occupation, and developing the personality in him. Such
a conception of the scope of secondary education is to make it more
than secondary education as has been understood so far. It i9 possible
to enlarge the concept of any expression and to include in its scope
objectives which were not previously included in it. That means a
reorganisation of the very content and concept of secondary education.
Elementary Education, Secondary Education and University Education
have formed three well-defined stages of general education, each with
a pretty definite scope of its own, though each has been regarded to be
the foundation of the next stage. The general idea of the classification

‘1‘8‘.{ begn rudely shaken. Properly speaking, the first stage should en-
able a b ~upil to be proficient in 3R’s and to lead a life with the help of
cuch a know ledgc?, far better than those who lack literacy and are handi-
capped with & "0 ignorance of arithmetical caleulations, both capacities
being Very ner'cessary to escape being cheated by others. This stage
pever include «d so far any \focational training or even bias; the Wardha
Scheme atten 1pts to make it more vocational than has been thought of

4
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as necessary anywhere in the world. It goes to the extent of making
elementary education itself a vocational training camouflaged skilfully
with literary and cultural aspects which on paper tzke the pupils to the
standard of Matriculation itself. No wonder then that secondary edu-
cation is also affected by the tendency of making education more and
more vocational, just preserving something of the gloss and appearance
of literary and cultural pursuits which have so far formed the core and
:ntire substance of secondary education.

The second stage of education so long was one intended to equip
»upils with a great deal of general knowledge comprised in various sub-
Jects like languages, history, geography, sciences, mathematics, etc.,
necessary for a liberal education and culture and to make them take an

Frinterest in the cultivation of a healthy body and character through
"#games and other extra-curricular activities and of a taste for fine arts

;

through drawing, etc. The first invasion of the vocational spirit was
made about a decade ago through the incorporation of manual training
courses. That was the thin end of the wedge and was called the im-
parting of a vocational bias. Now it seems to have flowered and fructi-
“fied so as to make vocational training one of the pucca aims of secondary
education and ere long, perhaps it will become its chief and central
objective, about which the literary and other cultural glosses will revolve
as satellites. The vocational aim seems to bid fair to dominate the
the social civic aim and the personality aim; they only seem to stick
on in the new proposals in an apologetic manner by way of tradition
to the new discovery or orientation born of the spirit of the times.

The writer strongly condemns this new-fangled fashion of making
all education vocational and advocates the preservation of the original
purity of the literary and cultural character of the stage. The voca-
tional bias with manual training has itself degenerated into a farce in
our secondary schools. This will certainly give a taste of how costly
and useless a farce secondary education will be when it becomes more
vocational than now. ‘Enough unto the day the evil thereof” The
daily witnesses of this futile training can boldly prophesy the colossal
calamity which can happen to the country with a new type of High
School products trained to a vocation which they may not, cannot, or
will not, follow after the completion of such a course. It is far better
to be unemployed with a general and cultural educstion than with a
vocational education. Let it be remembered that a general education is
not purely given for solving the problem of employment while voca-
tional education cannot have any other objective. So it will be the
height of unwisdom to give such an education without being sure that
the recipients of it will and can eke out their livelihood through it.
Now who can guarantee employment for all trained to different voca-
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tions ? Can vocational training create vocations? To think so is as
preposterous as to think that the effect can bring about the cause.

“Vocational and general education” say Messrs. Abbot and Wood
in their famous report, “should not be provided in the same schools
since the two types have diverse aims.” This should make us ready,
if any authoritative finding should do so. for abandoning the voca-
tional aim in secondary education altogether. To combine the two in
one and the same school will involve a great deal of difficulty in the
organisation and the good and proper working of our secondary
schools. It is better to start separate vocational schools if there is anv
utility or necessity for doing so. The report mentioned above aptl-y
obseryes, “ There appears to be a common belief that a more adequate
supply of vocational education would lead quickly to greater use be-
ing made by organised industry of the raw materials of the country.
The existence of skilled workmen, though essential, is not in itself
enough to create organised industries.” Principal Seshadri writes in
his article on ‘Indian Education in 1937’ that these experts have no
hesitation in declaring that vocational education depends for its sue-
cess on the existence of laree scale industries. and the eXpansion of
vocational education should, therefore, not really outstrip the develup-
ment of industries.

Rev. Mr. Macnicol, Professor of English, Madras Christian Col-
lege, said in the course of an address of his (Scott Christian College,
Nagercoil), that he would warn all of the dangers of over-specialisa-
tion in technical studies at the expense of liberal education. The
writer will go a step further and warn all against any specialisation
in technical and vocational courses in secondary schools. It is enough
if the social civic aim and the personality aim are satisfactorily fulfilled
in secondary education. The words used by the writer at Tanjore as
given in the report of the SI.T.U.s journal, The South Indian Teacher,
deserve in his humble opinion to be borne in mind in an attempt to
reorganise secondary education. * Secondary Education should have
nothing to do with vocational education. In spite of unemployment
that we hear of, secondary education (as we have been accustomed to)
is necessary. But vocational education will come into existence when
there is a need for it, when new vocations spring up in the country.”
In a brilliant address delivered in the conference, Father Jerome De-
souza, Principal, St. Joseph’s College, Trichy, examined and explain-
ed the scope of secondary education and powerfully pleaded for its
preservation as a scheme of pure cultural and literary education and
the entire exclusion of vocational education from it. He had no ob-
jection to the opening of vocational schools for the benefit of the pupils
who can go in for them from any point of their general education. The

l“
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writer is of the same opinion and earnestly urges that no vocational
education be comhined with secondary education. Just as medical,
engineering, veterinary, forest, and agricultural schools and colleges

" are now run separately, admitting suitable candidates from secondary

schools, so also other technical and vocational schools may be started
when and where necessary and profitable and not otherwise.

If this principle is accepted, there is no need for the bifurcation
of courses at the end of the middle school course as required in Res.
No. 5 of the draft. Consequently a lot of change will become neces-
sary in the draft, and it will have to be more or less thoroughly altered.
A new draft scheme of reorganisation is given below, which according
to the writer may be discussed at the ensuing provincial confepence.
Before the draft is given, one or two other points may be discussed
with advantage. That will make the draft more understood and
sympathetically considered.

Res. No. 6 speaks of the necessity of the existence of the compul-
sory group of subjects and an optional group of them also. The intro-
duction of optional subjects in the S.S.L.C. system and the history of
that group are not happy. The minimum of two optionals with which

_the system began was later reduced to one, and there was a further
*. proposal to aholish even the one optional which has been, however,

retained till now. Indeed the government issued a questionnaire on
the reorganisation of the S.S.L.C. system, in which a very prominent
question was whether the C group should be retained or abolished.
Many educationists wanted the entire aholition of the C group in the
wake of that of the old B group, and the cry was “ Back to the old
Matriculation.” The proposals of Mr. Smith, ex-D.P.I., com-
pletely recasting the scheme in his way, about to be carried out, sud-
dently became still-born. Last year, the Interim Government adum-
brated some proposals which more or less served as a basis for the
proposals of the S.I.T.U. on the subject at Tanjore. So reorganisation
has been kept in abeyance for long and seems to be overdue. Taking
the necessity for granted, the writer favours the entire abolition of
the C group and return to the old Matriculation system with courses
of studies made a little broader.

What about the slaughter of the innocents for which the old Matric
had to be abolished ? It can and should be obviated by the total
abolition of the public examination at the end of the course of
secondary education. Regularly kept school progress records of the
pupils of the High Schools should enable the heads of these schools to
issue certificates of merit and character speaking cbout their perform-
ances in school examinations and other spheres of activity. Govern-
ments and colleges can admit them into services and studies respect-

3
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who can go in for them from any point of their general education. The
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duction of optional subjects in the S.SL.C. system and the history of
that group are not happy. The minimum of two optionals with which

,the system began was later reduced to one, and there was a further

proposal to abolish even the one optional which has been, however,
retained till now. Indeed the government issued a questionnaire on
the reorganisation of the S.S.L.C. system, in which a very prominent
question was whether the C group should be retained or abolished.
Many educationists wanted the entire abolition of the C group in the
wake of that of the old B group, and the cry was “ Back to the old
Matriculation.” The proposals of Mr. Smith, ex-D.P.I., com-
pletely recasting the scheme in his way, about to be carried out, sud-
dently became still-born. Last year, the Interim Government adum-
brated some proposals which more or less served as a basis for the
proposals of the SIT.U. on the subject at Tanjore. So reorganisation
has been kept in abeyance for long and seems to be overdue. Taking
the necessity for granted, the writer favours the entire abolition of
the C group and return to the old Matriculation system with courses
of studies made a little broader.

What about the slaughter of the innocents for which the old Matric
had to be abolished ? It can and should be obviated by the total
abolition of the public examination at the end of the course of
secondary education. Regularly kept school progress records of the
pupils of the High Schools should enable the heads of these schools to
issue certificates of merit and character speaking about their perform-
ances in school examinations and other spheres of activity. Govern-
ments and colleges can admit them into services and studies respect-
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ively through tests, if they want. of the applicants by special agencies
which they may institute for this purpose. The government has a
service commission for this and the university may institute an En-
trance Examination open to all such pupils of Hich Schools as are
declared fit for admission to universitics. The successful candidates
under the present system, in spite of their success in o public examina-
tion, are not found satisfactory by the serviee commissions and colleges.
What is the harm if there are a few more unsatisfactory pupils of this
type when High schools are themselves free to issue such certificates
without a public examination ordeal ? The writer believes that. for
these reasons and others so beautifully pointed out by Mr. C. Raja-
gopalachariar at Tanjore on the much debated question of public exa-
mination, it should be totally abolished. Secondary  education  will
then immensely improve and all the present feverish haste and
counterfeit education for a certificute of elicibility will end. Real
education can then be given under the suidance of competent head-
masters and educational officers. cager to establish their reputation by
honest certificates of their own. Thus will end the unhealthy scram-
ble for public examination certiticutes, run aiter only for the pros-

pects of getting decent jobs wid cutie Ui b pedisozic methods o
which stand pitiously expoused by the service commissions and the™-

colleges. Therefore the Res. No. 11 which wus rejected by the
P. C. at Tanjore, deserves to be reconsib red wt tio- forthcoming cun-
ference at Mangalore.

The compulsory introduction of Hindi during any stage of the
secondary school course in non-Hindi areas is a fad with the Congress
and is bound to have disastrous effcets on the future of the other
languages in our country if the attempt is successful
doomed to failure for this among other reasons: this huge country
cannot be made to possess a tongue common 1o all the millions in-
habiting it by any but Nazi methods of unification and consolidation.
It is better to realise this and to give up all attempts to Hindi-ise India
and be content with the possession of English itself as a lingua franca.
if necessary, for historic and other compeiling reasons.  But English
or Hindi as a common compulsory language is not a sine qua non of
secondary education in our country. Only the mother tongue is
absolutely essential to the course, not only as a language but also as
the medium of instruction of all knowledge or non-languase subjects
Those who want to take to political. commercial, Fhment '
careers should be given facilitics to learn
optional language, while others may  be
Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic or any (;thc
tural value of the study.

1 but it seems

or gouvernment seryice
Hindi or Englich 4s an

offered the choice to take
r classical lainguage for the cul-

¢ education in our province. the e
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Below is the new draft of proposals for the reorganisation of

secondary education.
1. Secondary education should have, as its obje'ci':ives only the
. . the social civic aim (the pupil as a future citizen); (b) th‘e
personality aim (the pupil with an individuaht'y.), so as to ﬁ; th? pué,.ﬂ
for life and enable him to hold his own as a citizen and to develop his

character and individuality on good lines. .
ot include any vocational train-

following

2. Ihe seconc ay 5’ course Sllall n
g 2, 1 8 to a UIllVEl‘Slty cou 3 a a e
m a]ld g}lall besld('s leadln Yse m t th

tHlainment of a fairly good range of knowledge necessary for the aims
attail C

shown in 1.
3. The duration of the secondary course should be seven years,
' hool stage of four years, the extension of the
i be taken from the present ele-
dary course by one year to :
- Seconﬂe an there shall be no extension of the higher secondary
ne sed by some through taking one year of
the secondary school course.

comprising a middle sc

mentary sta

course by one year as propo
i i ding it to

university course and ad

of the heterogenous character of the secondary school

ed for a wider diffusion of secondary

<isting secondary schools should be

. e

utilised as far as possible in any scheme of reorganization andhthiids w
through the course, shou

not fit for a successful progress ouL °

de:ttsizqu to go in for any vocational training offered by any Votc;

se < (v - e

tional and technical schools which may be opened to'serv:a axsat.10n
means of saving the secondary schools from their stagn

injurious h the course.
and injurious march throug ]
5. - There shall be no bifurcation, as was pro(fc;)lsed, };)f ;het asgeecczx;?o
: i the middle school s
se into two branches after ¢ '
a SChOO‘] Cm']: High School course and a vocational High SChOO;
o vocsth 1 education should not and cannot be properly an
d the same school.

4. In view
population and in view of the ne

a pre- /

course, as vocationa .

advantageously combined together in one an f

The High school course should consist almost of a group o

6.1 e subjects and it should be possible for every pupil to g;at

Cmfm')ul Sog)od acquaintance with subjects of modern interests while
a fairly

: he university.
) d preparation for t ) )
getting a 200 lzher tongue should be the medium of instruction and
7. The mo -1l non-language subjects throughout the secondary

examination mHindi nor English being compulsory at any stage in the

course, neither

course: ish, Hindi with the Devanagiri or
e, among English, '
8. Qne ;Z:,iﬁ:igt Persian, Arabic or any other classical language,
Urdu seript ’
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shall be chosen by each pupil from the third year of the secondary
course,

9. There should be no public examination at the end of the Middle .
School course or High School course. and in view of the serious defects
of an external public examination. it is desirable that students whose
progress is certified to be satisfactory by the Headmaster. should be
given a school leaving certificate which should entitle them to appear
for any service or University Entraace examination or to juin training
or technological institutions as the case may be.

10. The following should be the scheme for the secondary school
course the mother tongue, an optional language elementary mathema-

tics, elementary science. outlines of history and geography.—of about
the same standard now in vogue.

11. Steps should be taken to promote the health and physical fit-
ness of pupils in sccondary schools through provisions of facilities for
physical education and medical inspection.

12. Creative powers should be encouraged through drawing and
fine arts and manual training.

13. Secondary schools should maintain a record for each pupil
throughout his school course so that reliable objective data may be

available at any time about his proficiency in any subject or capacity for
creative work.

14. Regulations regarding the methods of instruction, syllabuses,
texts, portions prescribed for the several forms and so on, should, while
attempting to ensure uniformity of standard, be elastic enough to en-
courage schools to make experiments and adopt a forward policy.

15. Steps should be taken to improve the conditions of service of
teachers in secondary schools and standardised scales of salaries fixed
by a representative committee should be introduced in aided schools.

This draft is based almost closely on that passed at Tanjore. It
seeks to exclude the vocational aim, the scheme of bifurcation of courses
in the High School and the compulsory introduction of Hindi. It pleads
for the acceptance of the abolition of the public e¥xaminations by revers-
ing the decision at Tanjore and also for the abolition of the present C
group. In other respects it is merely a copy of the Tanjore draft : only
owing to the changes noted and advocated above, some of the proposals
have been dropped and others worded suitably to agree with principles
underlying the reorganisation scheme adumbrated by the writer. He
earnestly believes that this draft may move some educationists to think
about the problem for a good solution of it on a lasting basis, so that
frequent and hasty reorganisations of Secondary Education can be
avoided and it may be placed on sound and permanent lines.

THE MANGALORE CONFERENCE
NOTE ON DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

By
“ PysLIcITY

Readers of the S.1.T. and delegates to the Mangalore Conference
have to know the import of the resolutions tabled for the 29th Provin-
cial Educational Conference for an intelligent following of the procee-
dings. Hence this Note on the why of each resolution, published in
S.1.T., February 1938. '

No. 1.

Resolution No. 1 on Educational policy and agency is necessary in
view of the following : —

(a) Educational policy has been one of drift.

(h) Conditions are changing in India and elsewhere, in every
sphere, political, economic, social and educational.

(c) Altered conditions require adjustment and re-statement.

(d) Saund education, unmixed with political necessities, requires
sound objectives and plans for New India, claiming independence.

(e) The existing system of education has been found wanting
under altered conditions.

(f) Review of educational policy by autonomous Provinces is
overdue.

(g) Plan of reorganisation in all its details is necessary for all con-
cerned in education.

(i) Future of educational progress requires definition of the rela-
tionship between Government and agencies in Education, so that edu-
cational agencies might agree not to differ on the fundamentals of nation-

al education in all its stages; and might agree to pull together
for recording progress with one pointed direction.

(j) Government of Madras by the Congress Party has to enun-
ciate its policy programme, unfettered by tradition and precedents.

Ref. Government’s Resolutions on Education since 1854.
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direction with the Government which takes the initiative in matters
educational. The resolution wants reorganisation of administration by
power being vested in a Board. instead of as at present in one man. like
the Board of education. Vagaries in administration from district 1o
district exist in interpretation and exccution and even application of
orders on subjects common to education. These require co-ordination

Ref. Board of Education in England—Directors” position and wors.

Sub-clause (b) wants the creation of local education authorities.
to bring about a study of local conditions. planning of locel wark, and
harmonising the work of difterent agencies and scrvices pulling away
from one another at vresent. Local Education panchayats are suited
to the genius of rural India and the example of English loc:! autherity
is a pointer to us. They have to repluce our DEC's

Ref. Village panchayat Scheme in ancient India—Education centres
according to Madras Education Survey register—District Education
Councils and their reports—

SUB-CLAUSE C.

This relates to the appointment of a civilian as administrator in the
place of the Director of Public Instruction, as expcrience in Secretariat
work is bound to minimise office delays and administrative drawbacks
now present,

No. 5.

This is a resolution which recognises the need for education guid-
ance and supervision. now absent in the present scheme of supervision
and inspection, which emphasises educational policing and audit rather
than effective guidance.

It recommends reorganisation of the Inspectorate and the appoint-
ment of non-official honorary school visitors, on the model of jail visitors.
with a view to make supervision effective, to meet the growing and
expanding needs of education.

By implication, the resolution does not approve of the increase of
the Inspectorate, as recently announced.

Ref. the history of the Inspectorate in Madras from reports.
No. 6.

The subject of educational finance is so important that the budget
has to be reorganised on a planned basis. Budgetary provision for edu-
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cation must be doubled in consonance with educational needs. An
educational loan is suggested for planning expansion through local edu-
cation authority. Suggestion is made to organise educational endow-
ments by tapping local charity. Retrenchment by reducing the over-
head charges and by abolition of Divisional Inspectors is suggested.
The present Budget provision for education in Madras is 2% crores.
The expenditure on Directoric Inspection is 7.4. Divisional Inspectors
consume % a lakh and it is a planned waste in view of their being mere
post offices, duplicating work. The spread of mass education requires
people who can mix with the masses, speak and understand in language
of the people. But the Divisional Inspectors, as they are, are more
anglicised than Englishmen and cannot reach the people except through
interpreters.

What is required is not increase of top-posts in the Inspectorate
but basic posts in rural areas. More of Deputy Inspectors and less of
Inspecting officers must be the watch word of the Department. Ref.—
Budget figures.

No. 7.

Resolution 7 is a call to organise the teaching profession as a pro-
fession, by means of (1) a registry. (2) a council

The registry will lead to the organisation of licensed teachers and
will make for expertness. The council will make for evolution of a
code of professional conduct for teachers.

Ref. Literature Royal Society of Teachers—Teachers’ councils, Bar
councils and Medical councils.

No. 8.

This resolution seeks to amend the Madras Educational rules with
a view to make the contract in aided educational institutions acceptable
to the teaching profession. To-day, the management gets the arbitrary
right to terminate services of teachers. This right has to be checked
in the interests of teachers who are thrown out for no causes or flimsy
causes or for denominational causes. The approval of the Department
is required by the resolution in cases of termination, the Department
being given the role of an appellate authority. Even in cases where the
approval of the Department is obtained, as termination in aided institu-
tions is almost tantamount to dismissal without redress, disputed termi-
nations have to be settled by enquiry. As the salaries under the
contract system are left to the sweet will of the employer and the condi-
tions of the market, GCovernment is asked to standardise minimum
ies for various grades in aided institutions. These amendments are

4

salar
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constructive suggestions to remove the lacunae in the contract in vogue
and redress teachers’ tenure grievances.

No. 9

The resolution on the mother tongue urges its immediate adop- |

tion and at the same time it wants publication by Government of
standardised technical terms in all languages to make its adoption easy.

Government has a responsibility in the matter to make the pro-
gramme a success.

No. 10.

This is a resolution favouring Government taking up control of
publication of text-books as guides to teaching and learning. in addi-
tion to proscription and prescription of books. This is bound to nation-
alise the book industry and end the wasteful competition among pub-
lishers and authors.

Ref. Text-book committee, G.O’s. on text-books—Text-hooks suita-
ble and unsuitable.

No. 11.

This is a resolution in favour of abolition of external public exami-
nations of the present type at all stages of education. The literature
on the subject is so vast that no argument is needed for acceptance of
the resolution. The resolution wisely does not suggest alternatives., for
these must be thought out by those who are affected.

Ref. Literature on examinations.

No. 12.

This is a resolution steering clear of local objections. What it envi-
sages is local programmes for school hours. The responsibility for fix-
ing school hours is rightly thrown on management and heads of institu-
tions.

No. 13.

This is a resolution which amounts to a demand for a children’s
charter of rights. It wants nursery schools clinics. playgrounds and
recreation for children, now absent in the Educational System. The
G(.)vernment has to evolve a plan and make a survey and provide these
things at any cost, if they are interested in future Indian citizens.
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No. 14.

This is a resolution calling attention to the need for stopping piece-
meal acticn by Government, pending reorganisation of education. Un-
economic schools too subserve a want and closure is bound to restrict
educational facilities. Any step likely to close down schools because
of Government’s financial incapacity is calculated to injure education.

No. 15.

This is a resolution on service hardships caused by G.O. 4619 in
respect of local Board and Municipal Teachers. Gr‘eat havoc has b'een
caused by the application of this G.0O. and the reaction of the.G.(‘). is a
commentary on the vagaries of local bodies and on the vacillation of
Government in regard to conditions of service of teachers, protected by

statute.

CONCLUSION

The resolutions centre sound

1. Educational policy

2. Educational finance

3. Educational administration, supervision and Inspection
4. The needs of the Teaching Profession

5 The needs of the curriculum and methods and schools.
6. The needs of children.

The conference by its agenda has declared its intention to .tackle funda-
mental problerms of the day, instead of entering into deta1lls. Teachers
rm study circles, assemble information, be well informed and

be able to convince others concerned in educa.tion. about their Y.iews.
But the condition precedent to success in’orgamsatlon and one pomt;d
agitation and sustained work on the years ?rogramme by teachers who
have to be individually and collectively efficient.

have to fo

Let every teacher study.

1) S.ITs. Jubilee Directory

(2) The Government of India Reports

(3) Madras Government’s Education reports
(4) Madras Grant in aid code

(5) Madras Educational rules

(6) Madras D.E.C. reports
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(7) Madras Government's G.O's. and circulars on Education

(8) Books relating to Educational reorcanisation. methods ete.
(9) S.IT.'s Schemes relatine to Educicion. tenure. ete. FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS
(10) The condition of the Teachers orcanisation in his or her area. THE MADRAS TEACHERS' GUILD ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

The annual educational conference of the Madras Teachers’ Guild was held
on 9th April 1938 at the P. S. High School, Mylapore, Rao Saheb Kumar I N.
Menon. Director of Public Instruction, Cochin, presided. After a short programme
of music by the pupils of the school, Mr. Venkatarama Iyer the Headmaster wel-
comed the delegates. He observed : The Wardha Scheme of Education has been
before the public for some time. A volume of literature has already grown about
it. We perceive the swing of the pendulum to the other extreme. Education

If I were Director of Public Instructon. T would publish « Book of
Information for Teuachers.

THE S. 1. T. U. PROTECTION FUND which has been hitherto culture-centred is going to be craft-centred. The scheme
has the express sanction of the Great Son of India; consequently it may have a
(List of fomes contaued.) far-reaching aim. Still, it is up to us to discuss the feasibility of its application,
o <o far as our district is concerned. Next in importance arises the question of
139(3. Mr. S. S. Srinivasa Aivangar, No C. B AL Elementiry School, Trichinopoly: re-organisation of Secondary Education. The quzstion deserves to be thrashed
1397. ., V. Sundarachari, A"**"_* S AL D'i H. Schoal. 'V('“O“': out. Onec feature in it that needs our thoughtful attention is the desirablity of
if;gg . A S V'?'IT'UW?)HIVPl?li.u,'VO(:rhcc s..(-Iulch't‘*. l\clrll.'r('v . holding a public examination at the end of the fourth Form stage. Next comes
1400. S Kumu'lu:\h'um Sarma, Vourhee's College. Vellore. the question of adoption of the vernacular medium for instruction. Vernaculari-
1401: " 2 ?{l::;s;lr‘g?:]fs?t )Cd !}l{' ?h“t‘\‘\nxhir sation is considered to be a panacea for all educational ills. The wox:th .of this
1402 " C ) - R . ” ] prescription as a sovereign remedy can best be gauged only on application. 'It
., G. N. Knshnumurt, Asst. Bd H. Schod! .\!-l\dllvkddu. may be excellent in itself. However, the importance of the place of English in
i:gi "' I: g“;‘;‘:‘:::d‘:i‘:ﬂ,‘;;rmﬁi };dscswsl;l:rljb?ﬁ‘:llz‘l.halui ™the Scheme of cultural cducation can neither be underrated nor ignored. Last
1405, : James Samuel. Th‘u K(‘“L'l!'!{iﬂih g‘chml ,I‘_“p““mc : but not least is the question of liquidation of illiteracy. Adult education and
106 PS Turor T e }{mdu‘}h;h S,-f1‘,.,] T;j;,h;.x.(- Library Movement have to play a leading part therein. Mr. M. S. Sabhesan, the
1407. ,, K. Nagaraja Rao Hcadx‘naslcr P. S H. Ele -Schuol (\] Japore President of the Guil‘d welcoming Rao R.ahf‘b Ku'mar‘ I N. Menon expressed his
1408. ,, V. P. Nataraja I)"cr Asst AN .Hi;.zh 4Sc}‘1001 .Pulghat‘ i - appreciation of the high place .that (;()Chm occupied in regard to education. In
1409 . K H. Balasubrama;ﬂan. ;\ssihl.. N. High échr)ul. P‘;:lghat. Madras, though. the Dircetor of Public Instruction Mr. R. M. Stath'am wanted to
1410. . C. K. Gopalakrishnu Iyer. Asst. N. Hith School. Palahat s.afeguard the interests of tcucher‘s, the rules proposed were unsatisfactory. The
1411, .. G. Ramamoorthi. A=t N High School. Newapatam licence sysicin was ot wanted either .by the teachers or the mana'gementf- 'It
1412. ,, V. Narayanaswami [yer, Clerk. N High School. Negapatam scemed to him that lhe‘ Government S}Iﬂply wanted cr?ate gt
113 . S. Ramamurthy Aot N HM.\ ‘<e~hu<hl - "“‘ Bapata the minds of the public that everything that could possibly be done for the
M4 . K. Senjiva Shct‘t\‘ > \‘ B F!h:lr g ’} ‘l ‘G‘c‘i’“ am. teachers had heen done. The idea of the annual conf'erence was not only to talk
1415. ‘ A: . - . ‘ . R “’(.' ' 'pl" about their grievances, but also to consider the educational topic of the day. Such
~ Aaron Jucob, Litvarian, Kellett High School, Triplicanc. a topic was the Wardha Scheme. To have the necessary background for a proper
i:ig » Ig I.;\r’:mbrose, Clez:. KelslcttCH}igb ].Sd;;)”]%' '}I'ri[’;lic\:;n:. discussion of the subject, an exhibition had been arranged where exhibits of
Cw . Ratnaswamy, Asst.. St. Gabriel's H School, Madras. i 5 i
1418. , V. S Subramanian. A_-t. Bd. Hizh School. Nunguneri. handicrafts of pupils were shown.
1419. ,, S. Rargaswamy. Asst. Bd. Hizh School. Namukkal. THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS
1420. ,, B. N. Venkatarama Sastry, Bd. Hizh School, Namakkal. Rao Saheb Kumar I. N. Menon then delivered his presidential address in the
1421. ,, P. G. Mahamad Yakub Bd. High School. Namakkal. course of which he said :—
1422. ,, D. K. Ratnam, Asst. Kellett High School, Triplicane. “The present system of public education in India in its several grades is of
1423. ,, S.J. Devasagayam, Asst.. E. L. M. F. High School, Purasawalkam: 1 relatively recent origin. The first grant of 1 lakh of rupees by the East India
1424, M. G. Samuf' Asst. M. E. L. I M. H S. Vadakangulam. Company made in the year 1813 was avowedly not for the inauguration of any-
1132 » 5. Gulam Sirufuddin. M. H. School. 'O(""‘C“m“"d' ’ thing new, but for ‘the revival and improvement of literature and encouragement
. » K. 8. Aravamudha Iyengar, Asst.. N. H. §. Negapatam. of the learned natives of India’ Mr. Menon while far from upholding the present

421. ,, P. S. Gundachar, Asst, N. S. Rao Ele. School. Triplicane. system of education wanted, however, to combat the irrational prejudice which
imagined that it was introduced with a sinister motive by a foreign government.

Dealing with the question of compulsory education, and the Wardha scheme he

said: —
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“If India is to adjust herself successfully to the changing conditions, she must
first educate her sons; and, irrespective of the cost, compulsory primary education
on a comprehensive basis must be introduced in all Provinces without delay.
not possible to do this without some radicul changes in the
now in force and we are, therefore. again driven 1o )
educational reform from another direction.

It is
svstem of education
i guestion of immediate

“What I consider to be the characteristic feature
that, whereas India has perhaps the fargest number «
to her population, she has ulso the largest pe
inefficient men relative to her total population

of the present situation is
bt University men relative
reentage of tgnorant, illiterate and

‘‘With acute educated unemployment at the top and 1gnorant destitation  at
the bottom the man-power and material resources of the country rapadl
waste. In other words the grave questions that coniront the
statesman to-day are the mitigation of the severe wnd widespread unemployernt
among the educated classes who will not, CXCCPU I Tare caces, tesort 10 manual
labour for their livelihood, and the speedy and cifective lquidation of rues iliteracy.
Some consideration must, also, be given to the future of higher education m any
scheme of national education, because, after all, the pursuit of knowledge for its
own sake cannot be altogether ignored by any nation which aspires 1o place in
the future federation of mankind.

Y Holug
cducationist  and

EMPHASIS ON ACADEMIC TRAINING

“ The proposals formulated at Wardhz and later oh embodied in detaill m the
Zakir Hussain Committee Report, are directed, 1 believe, to o solution of the first
two problems. The one outstanding criticism of the modern system of education
in India is that, by the onesided emphasis it lays on o purely academic training
in all its grades, it unfits young Indians for pursuing any uscful carcer and cne
genders in them a contempt for manual occupations which are the normal lot of
more than ninety per cent. of the population of the country.

“The Wardha Report says, for instance. that ‘it does not train individuals
to become useful, productive members of soctety, able to pull their own weight
and participate effectively in its work. There is no doubt that this criticism i3
essentially just and goes to the root of the question of educated unemployment,
because the existing craze for the tail-coated professions 15 not all the result of
innate aptitude or inherited talent. A survey of the rank and file of the several
learned professions and the public services will prove that u lurge proportion of
their personnel has been drawn to them by the normally altractive prizes these
vocations offer, rather than by any inherent attractiveness which these callings
themselves possess for their votaries.

“1 am sorry to say that this is particularly true of the public services where
there is no question of competition or survival of the fittest once a person gets
into one of them.

“1t is, however, wrong to suppose that every young man or woman who takes
to higher education to-day can be diverted to callings other thian the professions
or Government service. There will always be in society certuin classes or indivi-
duals who, fired by intellectual enterprise, material ambition or assisted by the
sense of security born of inherited wealth will tuke up only the learned callings;
and, indeed, the country cannot wholly dispense with their services.

“What I wish to emphasise is that it ig useless to replace one cast-iron system
by another, and in the future educational organisation of India, room must be

-
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“1f India is to adjust herself successfully to the changing conditions, she must
first educate her sons; and, irrespective of the cost. compulsery primary education
on a comprehensive basis must be introduced in all Provinces without delay., It is
not possible to do this without some radical changes in the system of education
now in force and we are, therefore. again driven to the yuestion of immediate
educational reform from another direction.

“What I consider to be the characteristic feature of the present situation is
that, whereas India has perhaps the largest number of University men relative
to her population, she has also the largest percentage of ignorant, illiterate and
inefficient men relative to her total population.

‘‘With acute educated unemployment at the top and ignorant destitution at
the bottom the man-power and material resources of the counuy rapidly going to
waste. In other words the grave questions that cunfront the cducationist and
statesman to-day are the mitigation of the severe and widespread unemployment
among the educated classes who will not, except in rare cases, resort to manual
labour for their livelihood, and the speedy and cffective liquidation of muass illiteracy.
Some consideration must, also, be given to the future of higher education in any
scheme of national education, because, after all, the pursuit of knowledge for its
own sake cannot be altogether ignored by any nation which aspires to a place in
the future federation of mankind.

EMPHASIS ON ACADEMIC TRAINING

“The proposals formulated at Wardhx and later on embodied in detail in the

Zakir Hussain Committee Report, are directed, I believe, to a solution of the first

two problems. The one outstanding criticism of the modern system of education
in India is that, by the onesided emphasis it lays on « purely academic training
in all its grades, it unfits young Indiaus for pursuing any usciul career and c¢n-
genders in_them a contempt for manual occupations which are the normal lot of
more than ninety per cent. of the population of the country.

“The Wardha Report says, for instance. that ‘it does not train individuals
to become useful, productive members of suciety, able to pull their own weight
and participate effectively in its work. There is no doubt that this criticism is
essentially just and goes to the root of the question of educated unemployment,
because the existing craze for the tail-coated professions is not all the result of
innate aptitude or inherited talent. A survey of the rank and file of the several
learned professions and the public services will prove that a large proportion of
their personnel has been drawn to them by the normally attractive prizes these
vocations offer, rather than by any inherent attractiveness which these callings
themselves possess for their votarics.

“1 am sorry to say that this is particularly true of the public services where

there is no question of competition or survival of the fittest once a person gets
into one of them.
/ “ It is, however, wrong to suppose that every young man or woman who takes
to higher education to-day can be diverted to callings other than the professions
or Government service. There will always be in society certain classes or indivi-
duals who, fired by intellectual enterprise, material ambition or assisted by the
sense of security born of inherited wealth will take up only the learned callings;
and, indeed, the country cannot wholly dispense with their services.

«wWhat 1 wish to emphasise is that it is useless to replace one cast-iron system
by another, and in the future educational organisation of India, room must be
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found for the training of all our talents and all our social services. Of these the
most populous and the most important for our internal strength and happiness are
the peasantry and working men of India, and their proper education must receive
our first and most serious consideration. The Wardha Scheme is an earnest effort
in this direction, and our estimate of its value must ultimately rest on its capacity
to give to the masses a course of training which will make them good and efficient

members of society.

“That the Scheme leaves out of consideration those children who seek to
serve the country through channels other than agriculture -or industry cannot
constitute a reasonable objection to the adoption of the scheme as a comprehensive
plan of elementary education because, under existing’ conditions, our elementary
schools furnish the bulk of the people of India with the only formal education

which they are destined to get in their lives.

NEED FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

¢ personally, I am of opinion that in addition to our basic elementary schools,
we should maintain a few institutions of the Public and Grammar School type
for the training of talented young men for the learned professions and the superior
grades of the Public Services, because under no scheme of things can we wholly
dispense with the services of the intellectuals.

“In Mahatma Gandhi's own words. The integral parts of the scheme are:
1. Taken as a whole, a vocation or vocations are the best medium for the all-
round development of a boy or girl, and, therefore, all syllabuses should be woven
round vocational training. 2. Primary education thus conceived as a whole is
bound to be sclf-supporting. though for the first or even the second year’s course

«J very much wish that Mahatmaji had contended himself with the first part
of the scheme ; firstly, because that it is the main scheme or the main idea behind
the whole scheme which Zakir Hussain and his colleagues have elaborated in

their report and secondly hecause the second part has no integral relation to the

first.

“1t may be that such a system of education will be able. to finance itself up
to a point, but whether it does or not, it does not to'uch the significance and va?ge _
of the idea behind the scheme—that properly organised manual work can be in-
valuable as a means of intellectual development, as a means of self expression,

as a means of keeping the individual, boy or girl, in touch with real life.

THE ECONOMIC ASPECT

In fact, the criterion of * self-support” as applied to the teaching of crafts in
El entary, Schools is liable to grave abuse, and the Zakir Husain Committee has
- ;:;Ily sounded a note of warning in their observation that “ there is an obvious
ri

danger that in the working of this scheme the economic aspect may be stressed

at the sacrifice ©
is that, apart even fr.o
scheme has no organic
of elementary educatio
inisters whose

f the cultural and educational objectives.” My own submission
m this inevitable and inherent risk, the second part of the
connexion with the central idea of craftwork as the basis
n. The economics of education may be safely left to the

popular M business it is to find the money required for every benefi-

cial reform.
The dualism betwe
ancient than the theory o

en intellectual and manual training is perhaps not more
f their unity in a complete scheme of education for, we



170 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

find Plato saying in his Laws: ~ According to my view anyone who would be good
at anything must practise that.

“The idea of manual work as an important part of cducation is not a new

one. What is new in the scheme proposed by Mahatmaii is his conviction that 1 :

‘education, if sound in its principles. should be imparted through some craft or
productive work,’ which is rich in educztive pussibilitics’ und possessing natural
points of correlation with important humon activities wnd interests” The distine-
tion referred to is a very important one both from the point of view of the teacher
and the taught.

CRAFTS AND EDUCATION
"1 am a sincere believer in the rich educative possibilities of crafts,
“The only question which has to be investiguted is which are the crafts that
can be adopted as basic ones, and what is the exten. of their intellectual and

practical correlation with the other essential subjects of study in an elementary
school.

“This investigation is a matter for experts. and I think the Provincial Gov-
ernments should set up expert committees, after the model of the - Censultative
Commiittees' of the Board of Education to examine this and other related ques-
tions which may arise in actually implementing the scheme.

"I believe that some of the crafts mentioned in the list drawn up by the
Husain Report do not possess the educative possibilitics necessary for a basic craft
and-some of them do not possess a sufficient number of points of natural contact

with the other subjects of the curriculum. For instznce. 1 do not think thak’{f

leather work possesses the qualifications necessary for a basic craft. In any case
the curricula need very careful scrutiny and adaption to suit local needs and this
will be best done by a body of experts,

STRAIN ON PUPILS

“ Again, I consider that the scheme places an enormous strain on the children
attending the new schools.

“I do not think that children of the uge group seven to fourteen can work
with zest or profit for more than 200 days in the year and that should be fixed as
the minimum. Fatigue has many forms and shapes and work done with faded
interest and flagging energy is not only uscless but will soon prove to be a positive
impediment to efficient instruction.

“Public opinion has been sharply divided as to the desirability of including
Hindustani as a compulsory part of the curricula of ¢lementary education, and 1
am not sure that the objectors arc without their justification. 1 belicve expert
opinion will be in favour of excluding from the elementary school the teaching of
‘foreign’ languages.

“1 think that the scheme of studies is sufficiently exacting even without the-

inclution of Hindustani and I am of opinion that the teaching of any language
other than the mother tongue should not be attempted in elementary schools. I
fully appreciate the purpose for which it is proposed to include Hindustani in the
compulsory part of the syllabus. The possession of a lingua franca will tend to
consolidate our sense of national solidarity, and encourage interprovincial inter-
course. But, if it is socially desirable, educationally it is not advisable to load the

curriculum with another language. Further, what really is the loss in actual fact
as far as the masses are concerned?
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“1 am definitely of opinion that this question may be allowed to lie over until
we know what is going to be the result of the agitation for linguistic Provinces.
Our friends in the North can hardly appreciate how difficult it is for the boy or
girl hailing from Kerala or Tamil Nad to undertake the study of any additional
language on top of a fairly heavy curriculum. I would urge that in any case the
question be allowed to wait till we have had time to see the working of the Wardha
Scheme in at least a dozen districts.

. THE TEACHERS

“1 would suggest that our prospective. teachers be selected from among the
young men and women while they are at school or college and taken up for train-
ing in continuation of their academic studies, giving them a suitable stipend in
return for a covenant to serve the community as teachers. Recruitment must be
made only against vacancies which are certain to arise and only from among
persons who have made up their minds to enter the teaching profession and are
prepared to abide by that choice in return for the cost of their specialised training.

“Such a mode of selection will ensure (1) that only those who feel a vocation
for the teaching profession will get entry into the ranks: ie, it will exclude all
those who turn to it not even as a ‘second best’ but as the last resort; and (2)
there will be no uncertificated teachers handling any class of our new elementary
schools. This last consideration is a very important one in the new scheme of edu-
cation which cannot be worked successfully with a body of untrained teachers.”

Mr. T. T. Krishnamacfxariar, M.L.A., spoke on “Qur Education Budget.”

After referring to the funds available for education he said:

“The Government's policy in elementary education is to get rid of uneconomic
schools, discourage single-teacher institutions, raise the number of standards in
some of the incomplete elementary schools by the addition of IV and V standards
and try to give a vocational bias to education in 100 selected schools. This is what
one gleans from Ministerial utterings.

“If what I have stated before, correctly depicts scope of Government activity
in régard to elementary education, it presents a very unsatisfactory state of affairs.
For one thing, there is no attempt to induce, not to say compel, all children of
school-going age to go to school. The Government in fact, have totally missed
or ignored the central idea behing the Champion Scheme (corsolidation of schools),
viz., the fact that the Government are not in a position, for financial reasons, to
provide completely equipped schools in all the places where such schools ought it
exist to meet local needs, eeven though it may be agreed generally that the
champion Scheme is generally considered to be a failure.

“I do not feel that any definite attempt is being made to face the reality of

the situation particularly having in view the fact that the financial resources
available to the Education Department are limited.”

“ Dealing with the Wardha Scheme, Mr, Krishnamachariar said: “One point
that strikes one as a main weakness in this scheme is that a large portion of the
warking hours has been allotted to craft work—315 howrs is far too long and is
bound to be a strain on the child.

NO PROVISION FOR TRAINING

“The second feature of the Wardha Scheme which provokes criticism is the
absence of provision for training craft teachers,
5
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“If craft work is to be introduced int -¢hools the first thing the Govern-
ment have to do is to train craft teachers nnd thers seems to be no indication that
they are taking any step in this direction.”

Referring to the condition of teachers, Mr Krishno
the Education Minister in his reply to the budgzet deb

rachariar pointed out that
v outlined the steps taken
by Government to ensure thut teachers were paid their salaries promptly and that
travelling allowances were paid o them when they were untecessanly transferred.
It was also stated that teachers in insti-utions manazed by lheal bodies could appeal
to Government if they had any gricvance.

But the much larger queion or the teechors in aided institutions had been
left untouched. He felt that no policy with regard 1o elementary education will
be complete unless it provided for the betterment of the condition of the teacher.

SECONDARY EDUCATION

The speaker ohserved that the expenditure on secondary education was not
in the same proportion us that on uriversity cducation, though interests of a much
larger percentage of the population was  involved  in Secondary Educa-
tion. The amount to bhe spert on  secondary  education  was  Rs. 28.9
lakhs and on university education Rs. 28.6 lukhs. In fact the amount
to be spent on secondury cducation was a trifle less than what was spent
in 1936-37. That was a branch of education on which the Govermnent had to
increase their outlay.

THE INSPECTORATE

“ Connected with elementary and secondary education,” the speaker added,
“is the question of the inspectorate. The expenditure on the Inspectorate, which
is about 7 per cent. of the total cducational expenditure was justiied by the
Minister for Education. Anvbody whe has any idec of what these Inspectors do
should realise the futility of the inspectorate run on the lines on which it is being
run now. The function of the inspectorate, I believe. is dual. One is connected
with accounts and administrative details and the other and more important func-
tion is the control and regulation of the tewching staff. Obwviously it is rare to
find an Inspector who is good & Loth these functions If the Inspector is to be
efficient as an educationist my suggestion is to take awayv from him all work in
regard to the checking of accounts and such minor details,

* With regard to the inspection of the teuching staff, while the capacity of the
inspectors to discharge their function satisfactorily in regard to lower and higher
elementary schools may be taken for granted. 1 do not think they are in a posi-
tion adequately to supcrvise the work of secondary ~chools. 1f the inspection of
secondary schools is to be of benetit 1o the teachers < such institutions the inspec-
tion must be done by people who have actual teaching experience. It should
really be an inspection by a committee of headmasters with wide experience, both
in administration and teaching. In any event, if the examination of accounts is
taken away from the inspectorate there hardly seems to be any reason for the con-
tinuance of the present system of annual inspection.”

* With regard to the Government's attitude towards the administration of the
Education department. I made a suggestion during the last Budge* discussion for
the constitution of a Board of Education very much oa the lines of the English
Board of Education with its concomitant expert advisory committces. It appears
to have missed the ear of the Minister. It is no reflectiorn on the present per-
sonnel of this Department to say that they have no administrative talent. WhY
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hould they possess it? A good educationist need not and ought not to burden

S ’ . . .

himself with the details of administration. N
“For any real improvement in the administration of the Department, it is

ecessary, in my opinion, to create a Board of Education, to hand over the ad-

Tl;inistrati’on of the Department to a trained Administrator and to get an expert or

{s at the top to give his or their undivided attention to the task of education
experts ¢

proper.” . .

Mr. G. Srinivasachariar next presented the report of the comm.lttee appointed
by th 'Co.uncil of the Madras Teachers’ Guild to consider the various aspects of
y the

the Wardha Scheme.
EXHIBITION
erence an exhibition of handcrafts in schools was

i he conf ]
As an adjune 10 d embroidery works formed the main feature of

d 2atten work, carpentry an : . K
}tl}ifled.exiidbitirc:n. The following six schools cent in their exhibits. (1) The Lady

3 dan (3) The Ramakrishna
illing ini School, (2) The Madras Seva Sa ! :
;\X}m’nid;nes:ii??iggﬁigh School, (4) E. L. M. Fabricius High School, (5) St. Paul’s
issio
High School, (6) Christian College School.

he discussion on the Wardha Report was initiated

: i after lunch, t ' ; i
Redssemblm'g 'd avaradhan. He szid that the scheme emphasised that .m'struc
by Mr. T. B. Srnlvas It was the considered opinion of

i erete.
i hould be less bookish and more COTRIC o e
:c;):c:tignists that if the social end of education had been properly emphasised

a jects
edagogical would take care of itself. Teachers for the Wardh‘hschen}lle clyf s:n]:ﬁl -
:)hould have a different type of training. They must have.sma e’r ?c ~0(1) s,ic;il ané
classes and competent and efficient teachers trained especially as soclolog
chological experts. -
- M gA R. V. Achar spoke about the attempts of the Madras (}::)rpor'atlont .to
e the Wi : i i id that a certain -
Corporation schools. He sai
introduce the Wardha Scheme. in schools. e said At o o The
y “ts of handicrafts from schools was going >
amount of B o raw materials than previously, and they hoped

i i re
o et S A handicraft museum would

to get some return by the sale of finished products.
i future.
also be opened in the near N
Mr. S. Muthukrishna Ayyar said that the spirit ofd ththIVfaxl‘ldha sef:::rzeb::?z
ble i i ini two and a ha ours
. 11 sorts of pupils. In his opinion, ¥ e
appflé‘:dbljl(;odi He suggested that government might take up the work of publi
wo . : )
gzetlion of suitable text-books in connection with the 'scheme. . . .
Miss Nityananda said that the Wardha scheme might be tried in boys’ sc
iss t the W
first before being introduced in girls school.

After discussion, the Report of the committee was adopted.

DISCUSSION OF SUBJECTS .

in di i cheme, a number of subjects were
Besides 108 maﬂ;fif::jlo%}?: glitw;:ghf 'I§he standard of Tamil in the f:ity
dxscusse,:i " t};\; ;0 Subram;aniam read a paper in which he referred to the various
schools. Mrl:x d‘ le.d to the deterioration in the standard of Tamilhspol,(en and
cal{ses Tt a'1 He said that it was clear from the SSL.C. Exammer:s Report
written by pﬁplt? the Government that the standard had been slowly going dov‘m.
issued anm'la dy yinst certain habits in homes were English was freely mixed with
ne complalne agations He also dealt with the influence of the bazaar, the col-
Tam%llmTcr(x)mr':lverr::gazin.es and various other factors that had brought about the
loquial Ta

.
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f;esent I'ESUI.ts. He advocated the necessity for the use of better text-books d’!
thtm:; teac}tmg methods, than obtained at present. Sri Krishnaveni Ammsl ol
at the subject of Tamil Grammar should be made interesting to pupils by suita~ ©

ble illustrations. The pupils thout
. pils should not merel i
understanding their applications. erely get by heart the rules, &2 1

INDIVIDUAL METHOD

SCh;VIlr. Naiaraja Rao, He'at'irp:':lster. Pennathur Subramaniam Higher Elemenw,%
ol, spoke on the possibilities of the individual method in teaching with
devel.opment of personality. Under the method every boy was classified licﬂl“"“"”"z
to his men.&al attainment. The method was intnded to lead the boy- to f‘“’“%
understandmg‘ arfd knowledge to what he knew. The sluggard andytbe shirker .
wfext'; dealt with independently. There was no rule of the rod. There was 80 felf
'(;‘h e ,:eacher. There was only the joy of work, work that one could do happily-;

e wi ole work turned out by boys was entered on a chart which was not only’
;r;; mdlcator’ of a boy's progress but a guide to the teacher to find out the shirker.

e teacher's place under this method was relegated to the background ; but the.
teacher was a guide and friend to the boys. ,

GOVERNMENT AND TEXT-BOOKS

‘ * Publication of text-books,” was the subject of a lecture by Mr. K. Venkats~
desikan. He said that publications should be guided and controlled to some extent
by an expert body of teachers. Would it be unfair, he asked, if they
Government to exercise real and greater control in the matter of approval of text-
!aooks? Now that the State was eager to make the mother-tongue the medium d‘
instruction, the need was all the more imperative for Government. to extend all
possﬁ_)le help for publishing common equivalents for scientific terms, to mdk?"i
the lines on which the books should be re-written, to dictate the size and the;
;tandard of the books for each subject, and to maintain a uniform standard. “"3
die:t;zo:‘:‘pmt:&m T;t px:sex::d doing only a negative piece of work whidk.
fid not help ey wanted a central agency thai would be more uﬁ“‘l

Mr. S. Natarajan spoke on “ Making Schools Attractive.”

PRESIDENT'S HOPE 4

The president expressed the opinion ‘that if the Congress Ministry could not’
achieve educational reconstruction on a nationwide basis, it was so much the wors®.
for the nation. He could not see how any other ministry could carry through d‘“
reform quickly. The Congress Ministry had an overloaded programme and did nob
kno.w which programme it had to take up first. He felt confident that within thelr
period of office the working of the Wardha Scheme would be an accomplished fock
in Madras and whataver support the States could lend them by means of
their method, they would only be too pleased to render. He only wished that #

were possible for the Madras Presid
e ency and the States to have intimate contse,

He concluded by thanking the ' ild | ing invi
side over the conference. Teacher’s Guild for having invited him to pre”

lfr_.G.Srhﬂvmcharhrpropo-ednvotcotthmkslo&ePraldenL :

]

THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS' UNION, MADRAS
Minutes

A combined session of the Working Committee and the Executive Board of the
SIT.U. was held in the Union office on Saturday the 9th of April, at 8 am.
The following members were present:—

Mr. S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer. (President)
Mr. M. S. Sabhesan. (Secretary)
Mr. S. T. Ramanuja Iyengar.
Myr. G. Srinivasa Iyer.

Mr. Kalyanarama Iyer.

Rev. Milton G. Kuolt.

Mr. A. N. Schwartz.

Mr. E. N. Subramaniam.

Mr. S. Natarajan.

10. Mr. V. Srinivasan.

11. Mr. K. S. Chengalroya Iyer.

12. Mr. C. Ranganatha Iyengar.

13. Mr. V. Bhuvarahamurthi Rao.

Mr. S T. Ramanuja Iyengar took the chair for about 15 minutes when the
President of the Union came and occupied the chair.

R AR A

1. The Secretary presented the draft annual report for the year 1937 and the
same was adopted with a few verbal alterations and he was directed to incorporate
as appendix a short summary of the Vigilance Committee Report. .

II. The Secretary of the Vigilance Committee presented his report. It was
recorded, and a sub-committee consisting of M|S G. Srinivasa Iyer, Schwartz and
S. Natarajan, was appointed with Mr. Natarajan as convener, to summarise the
report and send it to the general Secretary of the Union be incorporated in the
annual report. The Committee was requested ‘to -eonfine its attention to the facts
regarding the work done and to eschew all opinions and views and also to see that
names of institutions and persons are not mentioned in ‘the report.

0. The question of Presidentship for the 29th Provincial Education Conference
was taken up. The President suggested that it is desirable to have an- unanimity
of opinion on the matter and therefore he allowed the topic to be discussed in-
formally for about 10 minutes. The question was viewed from all possible points
of view and the meeting came to the unanimous conclusion that Mr. M. S. Sabhe-
san be requested to preside over the Conference.

IV. The two following propositions given notice of by Mr. Chengalroya Tyer
were accepted with the proviso that the proceedings of the meetings be sent to
members within a month from the date of the meeting and the quarterly state-
ments be sent also within a month after the quarter concerned. '

Proposition : —1. That the proceedings of the meetings of the Working 'Com-
mittee and of the Executive Board be communicated to the mémbers of the Exe-

cutive Board.
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2. That quarterly financial statements of the S.LT.U. be sent to the members
of the Executive Board.

V. Read letter from Mr. U. N. Subramaniam Pillay, Secretary of the South
India Pandits Union. Resolved to inform Mr. Pillay that the Working Commit-
tee regrets its inability to make an exception regarding the payment of affiliation
fee so far as the Pandits’ Union concerned.

VI Read letter from the Secretary, the Madras Teachers' Guild enclosing a
copy of the Report of the Guild Committce on the Wardha Scheme. Resolved to
include a discussion on the Wardha Scheme among the subjects to be considered
at the provincial Conference and the representative of the Madras Teachers’ Guild
be given an opportunity to lead the discussion.

At this stage members of the Executive Board who were not members of the
Working Committee expressed a desire to be freed from the obligation of attending
the meeting as the subjects to be considered were within the pudview of the
Working Committee only. Hence the Working Committee continued to sit and
considered the letter of Mr. S. T. Ramanuja Iycngar, dated 15-3-1938, containing
a number of suggestions.

VII. The following subjects mentioned in the letter came up for discussion and
the committee resolved :—

1. To maintain a register of all members of the Union with the help of the
District Guilds and Teachers’ Association. It was pointed out that when an attempt

was made in this direction on r previous occasion the constituent guilds and asso- ' !

ciations did not respond to the extent expected and hence the materials gathered
could not be used for a complete register. The Working Committee was, however
of opinion that another attempt might be made.

2. It was resolved that members in arrears be notified that they will be dis-
qualified under the rules of the Union to vote at the meeting of the Union.

3. It was resolved that the Union be registered and that a committee consist-
ing Messrs. S. T. Ramanujam and S. Natarajan be requested io put the rules of the
Asosciation in the proper form required for registration.

At this stage it was 11-30 am. and the Working Committee meeting was ad-
journed to 3 p.m. on Sunday the 10th inst. .
The adjourned meeting of the Working Committee was held at 3 pm. on
Sunday the 10th April, 1938 and the following members were present :~—
Mr. S. K. Yegnanarayana lyer. (President)
Mr. M. S, Sabhesan. (Secretary)
Mr. V. Bhuvarahamurthi Rao.
Mr. S. Natarajan. .
Mr. S. T. Ramanuja Iyengar.
Mr. E. N. Subramaniam.
Mr. V. Srinivasan.
8. C. Ranganatha Iyengar.

Consideration of Mr. S. T. Ramanujam’s letter was continued.
4. Mr. S. T. Ramanuja lyengar's suggestion that the rules of the Union be

Ne NN

s0 modified as to empower the President of the Union to nominate the members

of the Working Committee was lost.
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5. The Committee resolved to request Messrs. E. N. Subramaniam and S. T.
Ramanuja Iyengar to tour in the Districts of Malabar and South Canara before the
Conference and the progapanda Committee of the Protection Fund be requested
to meet their charges according to the following scale :—viz.

(a) that each member be paid Rs. 12-8-0 to enable him to purchase a “Go
as you please” ticket.

(b) that each member be paid the actual bus charges and that each mem-
ber be paid at rupee one per day for boarding and other incidental expenditure.

6. Mr. S. T. Ramanuja Iyengar moved that memoranda be at once drafted and
placed by the Working Committee for their consideration on the following topics :

(a) The Government communique on Education: Resolved that no action be
taken as the views of the Union have already been communicated to the Govern-

ment.

(b) Congress Government’s proposals for reorganisation of education: it was
resolved to request the Government and the Department to place at the disposal of
the Union all Government orders and departmental circulars so as to enable the
‘Union to be in touch with the changes in educational policies effected by the Gov-
ernment from time to time.

(¢) The grant policy about elementary education of 1937: It was resolved
to circulate Mr. S. T. Ramanujam’s article on the subject amongst the members of
the Working Committee with a view to elecit their views on the subject. The
Secretary was requested to consolidate the views and place them before the Gov-

. ernment in the form of a memorandum.

(d) The tenure of aided school elementary teachers and the new rules dated
1-3-38. Messrs. S. T. Ramanujam and S. Natarajan were requested to draft a
memorandum and it was resolved to have the same circulated amongst the mem-
bers of the Working Committee. The Secretary was requested to consolidate the
views of members and submit a memorandum on the subject based on the views
of members.

: (e) Representation of Union and its branches. in Education: Committees:
Resolved to address the Government to give proper representation on. Educational
Bodies to the Union and to its affiliated Guilds in the districts. .

(f) Affiliation of official Elementary Teachers’ Associations with District Guilds :

Resolved to allow the existing state of affairs to continue, and the district guilds
be requested to get as many Elementary teachers as possible to become members
and to admit range associations on a very nominal affiliation. -

(g) The policy of displacing nonascatholics by catholics iT; catholic educational
institutions : Resolved to republish with suitable modification and with special
reference to Trichy and Palamcottah incidents the editorial note of 1934 on the

matter.

VIII. Mr. T. Ramanujam’s letter of resignation of his Secretaryship of the Vigi-
lence Committee : —Resolved to request Mr. Ramanujam to reconsider the question
and to be incharge of the Committee’s work until the general question of reten-
tion or otherwise of the Vigilance Committee be decided at the general bo’;?y me?t-
ing of the Union. Resolved also that this subject be broug}'xt up for consideration
at the meeting of the general body at Mangalore and that 1t. be the recoxfxmenda-
tion of the Working Committee that the Vigilance . Committee be abolished. as
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the Working Committee feels that the work of the Committe: could not be under-
taken with the imperfect organisation we have at our command.

IX. Mr. S. Natarajan tendered his resignation: of his place as Journal Secretary ;
The President on behalf of the Committee conveyed to Mr. Natarajan their

confidence in him and the high appreciation of the work he has been doing and
requested him to reconsider the question.

X It was resolved that all working committee members who attended the
meeting may be paid travelling allowance for one journey and they be requested
to get the allowance for the return journey from their guilds.

41, Singarachari Street. S. K. YEGNANARAYANA IYER,
Triplicane. President.

THE S.LT.U. PROTECTION FUND

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the members of the South Indian Teachers’ Union
Protection Fund that the Tenth Annual Meeting of the General Body
of the Fund will be held on Thursday the 12th May 1938, at 10-30 a.m.
in the Canara High School, Mangalore.

All the members are requested to attend.

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the last meeting of the General Body held on 7th May, 1831,
at Tanjore.

2. Consideration of the Tenth Annual Repert.

3. Election of Office-bearers.

4. Election of an Auditor for 1938. .

5. Amnouncement regarding budget proposals.
6. Amendments and Resolution (brought by the Board).

AMENDMENTS :
Rule 6, Admission: Add the following as third paragraph:—

“A member may be allowed to increase the number of units held by him
subject to Rules 6 and 9. Such member shall be treated as a new member with
respect to the increased number of units and a fresh Certificate of Membership shall
be issued. Every time he increases the number of units, he shall be treated as
a new. member for purposes of initial payment of registration fee, over age fee
(if any), and recurring annual subscription and contribution. But no member
can claim ony increase in the number of units as a matter of right nor shall he,
be entitled to more than one vote in any case.”

Ruls 7 Clamsification : Re-write clause (a) as under:—

“ The -amount collected under ‘Registration Fees' togather with such amounts
as moy- be transforred by the Board of Management as occasion ariess, shall form
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the ‘ Reserve Fund’ to be drawn upon at the discretion of the Board of Manage-
ment of the Fund for safeguarding the claims of members in general. It shall
be competent for the Board to utilise the interest under this account towardd
expenses relating to actuarial valuation and such other mon-recurring special
items of expenditure as may be decided upon by the Board from time to time.”

Add the following as (e) :—

“A tenth of the yield on shares, securities and debentures along with such
profits as may arise from the sale of the same together with such amounts
as may be transferred by the Board from time to time, shall form the
DEPRECIATION RESERVE FUND. This account shall be debited with the loss
on sale of securities, shares, debentures, as well as the difference in value
between the market and purchase price of the ,shares, debentures, securities
etc., in cases where the purchase prices are above the market price at the
close of the year.f’

Rule 8. Monthly Call Money: Delete ‘at the beginning of every month’ and
substitute ‘on the first day of every mqnth.’

Rule 14. Payment of Dues: Delete the words ‘one anna’ in line 3 of clause (c)
and substitute ‘ half an anna’

Rule 19. Powers of the Board: Add the following as second paragraph to
clause (a) :—

“ It shall be competent for the Board to invest the monies of the Fund in such
manner as may be decided upon by the Board from time to time.” :

RESOLUTION

“Regolved that the sum of Rs. 8566, recommended by the Actuary to be set
apart as ‘special provision for expenses’ be transferred to the Reserve Fund.”.

TRIPLICANE, V. SRINIVASAN,
1st April, 1938. Hony. Secretary.
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School Magazines :— St. Paul’s High Schoo! Magazine, Madras.
T. T. V. High School Magazine, Madras.
E. L. M. Fabricius Missicn Schools Maugazine, Madras.
Kishoree Raman Inter College Magazine.

School Magazines are becoming increasingly popular and many schools are
now actively tryirg to run magazines of their own. A school magazine always
exerts a wholesome influence on its pupils. It enables them to take a live in-
terest in their school activities and develops in them the school pride. Pupils
enthusiastically come forward to help in conducting the magazine. It serves to
give a good impetus to extra curricular activities. Above all, the magazine helps

to promote in the public an intelligent appreciation of the good work of the
school.

These four magazines reveal a live student-partnership not only in the con-
duct of the magazine but in the various activities of the School.

“A French Céuroe for To-day.”—By Mr. Kenneth G. Brooks, M.A., and Mr. Her-

bert F. Cook, B.A., Part I. Published by J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd. Price nol
stated.

The authors have done a valuable service to the stndents intending w0 learn
French. This French Primer lays stress on the development of the reading capa-
city of the students. A few hints on speaking French wre given which are really
very instructive. In order to make the book interesting the authors have written
realistic lessons on motor cars, out door games, Films, class rooms—all familiar
topics. The French are a humorous nation and some of the lessons in the book
echo this trait, and stimulate an interest in the lessons. The authors aim at
making the student a master of French Pronunciation. With this end in view
they have given some words at the beginning of each lesson so that the student
may practise the art of pronunciation. Again in the voluminous vocabulary
which is added in the end phonetic transcripts for every word is given. This
* pronunciation drill” is a commendable feature of this book. Grammar is but
a means to an end. Each lesson is divided into four parts, viz, vocabulaire, une
lecon francais, grammaire and erercises. Under the head, Exercises are included
textual and grammatieal questions and passages for translation from English to
French. These Exercises are intended to give the student a good grasp of the
lesson. Revision lessons are also given after every six lessons with a view to
enable the student to recapitulate what he had studied in the foregoing lessons.
“Each ‘point’ is hammered home” in these lessons. Ilustrations catch the eye
of the student and the book is. copiously illustrated. This is a book of great
importance to the beginner in French. Colleges in India can prescribe this book
for the Junior Intermediate class where students take French for the first time
as their second language. The Publishers deserve congratulations for having
brought out this excellent book. The get up of the book is neat and attractive.

8. G
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, Mac-
Biology for Senior Schools. Book I—By M. R. Lambert, M.A., (oxon)

millan & Co. N .
i ; ks designed to mee e
This i k of a series of ihree boo . - to
s ohe e il‘;ooof senior schools in England. This book is intended for
pie of age 11. It gives an elementary but general surl;/ey T}(:f
L., . ) ey
al world and treat about the study of common plants and andnnaﬁmctio_ns
the e is simple and much attention is paid to such process an on
e e ::ars atphand and which could be easily obsel:ved by.puplls. dInti:es ;ocgl
o plams’ . uestions are given at the end. The book is well flll;lstrate . g
e qis Book in our class libraries will prove very useiul

requirements of pu
the 1st year pupils,

supply of th
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Reading :—
Tales Retold for Easy ]
The Rose and the Ring--By N. K. Venk

Price 8 as. . | o
is is an adaptation of the Rose and the Ring by. w. _M. T.l'naclic:;ralz. o
e s arefully done ; It is nicely illustrated and is wrlt’cenf in smp
1 i . . . m 8
;tda ptat:s:lllsb; used for supplementary reading by the pupils in for
can

ateswaran. Oxford University Press.



MADRAS PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

29th Swsion—Mangalore

The 29th Session of t

h inci ,
held in the Canary i ¢ Provincial Educational Conference will be

of Wednesday (11-5g’1};SSChOOl' Mangalore, commencing in the evening
(14:538). ALl o) @nd closing in the evening of Saturday
delegates to the Czrcl;anons affiliated to the S.LT.U. are invited to send
o erence.  QOther inte : i
are also invited to register themselves a};e ;"512350:: ter";'sl:Edf . tedll)l:a;::
: e fee to

by delegates is 8§ 4
s. per del . il .
Re. 1 per person. elegate ; visitors will be registered if they pay

Del .
elegates and visitors arriving by the Malabar Express on 11-5-'38

will b i
e received at the station and conducted to the camp. Guides will

be sent t i
1t to receive perso i
. . ns comin : . . . 3
Is given to the Reception Commigtteeby other trains if previous intimation

Board i
Receptiaorn Ca()nrgmltdgmg. for Delegates, Visitors and Members of the
ittee will be arranged in the immediate neighbourhood

of th
entir: fei?ofsl‘:fn :}f Hall. The charge for boarding and lodging for the
e conference is Rs. 3 ; single meal tickets at 4 As. each

and tiffin tickets at 2 )

notice be given. % As. each will be sold if at least three hours
Ex i i ¢

concess(i:::x:s ;:It’:s't‘opl:'sl:ons dt places in the district will be arranged at
. R esiring to join the party wi . .

their names in the office soon after coming to the ycaml?l‘l kindly regise®

The Reception Committee is a

educational interest. rranging for variety entertainments of

Kanara, and will b They will include features peculiar to South
Dele o staged on the nights of the 12th, 13 4th
gates, Visitors an » 13th and 14tb.

] d Reception C '
tickets for these at concession rates. ommittee Members can purchaseé

A 3 . - .
dmission to the Educational Exhibition will be free to Delegates

Visitors and Recepti .
tickets of 1 amms zawc;. Committee Members. Others will have to bu¥

Mangalore,

4-438, S. MUKUNDA RAO,

Secretary, Reception Committee.
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29
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Tentative Programme

Arrival of the President.

Presidential Procession. »
Opening Session ‘of the General Conference.
Subjects Committee Meeting.

Opening of the Exhibition.

Opening Session of the Geography Conference.
Annual Meeting of the S. L T. U. Protection
"Fund.

Opening Session of the Physical Education

Conference.
Elementary School Teachers’ Conference.

Entertainments.

General Conference: II sitting.

Annual General Body Meeting of the SIT.U.
Sectional Conferences : II sitting.

Annual General Body Meeting of the District

Teachers’ Guild.
Entertainments.

General Conference : III sitting.
General Conference : Final sitting.
Sectional Conferences: Final sitting.

Entertainments.

Everyday Chota Hazri will be at 7-30 AM. Dinner at 12 noon
Lunch at 4 P.M. and Supper at 8 P.M.



EDITORIAL

EDUCATION IN INDIA 1935-36.

The report of the Commissioner of Education with ‘the Govern-
ment of Irdia on ‘ Education in India 1935-36 ' is an illuminating docu-
ment. It gives importance to the increasine amount of attention
given to education by Provinces, educational bodics and individuals.
It observes: “ All are agreed that stagnation and wastage is appalling,
that the administration of primary education by local bodies shows no
improvement and is thoroughly inefficient. that compulsory primary
education appears as remote as ever. that the annual increase in the
percentage of literates is disconcertingly small, that the Universities
contain many students who are unfitted to profit by higher academic
studies, that unemployment amongst the educated classes is common,
and that provision for the education of girls is ludicrously in-
adequate.” The report further observes, “ What is now necessary is a
determined effort to do something about it and not merely talk. The
plea of lack of money can no longer excuse apathy, for the money now
available for primary education could support a wide expansion, were
administration more austere and wastage eradicated.” The diagnosis
of the ills of education in our land has been rightly made and the need
for eradicating the defects has been pointed out.

Let us now examine what measures are suggested in the report
for setting right this sorry state of affairs. During the year under
review there has been a slight reduction in the number of elementary
schools but an appreciable increase in the enrolment. The distribution
of pupils in the different classes is unsatisfactory. 43-8% of the pupils
being in the 1Ist year, as against 7-6‘. in the 5th class. The
“Wastage ” that this brings about is appalling and in trying to analyse
the causes for this, the. report attributes it to the lack of good school
buildings, to the absence of well-qualified, well-trained and adequately
paid teachers, and to the administration and inspection being weak and

ineffective. An Educational Inspector of Bombay. is reported to have
observed :

“In an age when even criminals are well-housed and well-looked
after, and when institutions for delinquents are no longer treated as
juvenile jails but as reformatory schools, we still come across buildings
in which it would be a social crime to house even delinquents. Many
a building suffers from too much of the sun, rain and wind, while not
a few have rooms where the sun’s rays rarely penetrate and where
air condition is almost entirely absent” .

-
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In our own province more than 60% of the elementary schools

are in rented buildings and a large proportion of school buildings would

' fit quite well the description given above. Yet, in our last budget,
there seems to be no provision for improving school buildings.

There seems to be gathering a large volume of opinion on the
inefficiency of local bodies to administer education. Most of the
Provinces are actively considering the question of transferring educa-
tion from Local Bodies to direct Government control. Apart from the
financial implications of the scheme, the suggestion contained in the
following ‘observation of the Commissioner: “The Provincial Govern-
ments through their Education Departments should use these powers
for the education of the local bodies in the duties of administration,
for it is on the basis of improved local body administration rather than
on the transfer of all control back to the Provincial Government that
success in the progress of education seems to lie,” deserves careful con-
sideration before any Government should venture on such a step.

In regard to the teaching personnel in elementary schools, the
report reveals a very depressing state. “The fact that India is a poor
country is no excuse for the miserably low scales of pay which some

+ provinces offer. To reply that teachers can be -obtained on the scales
cffered does not take into account the type of teacher recruited and
the effect on the school of having a staff discontented, depressed by
poverty, and on the look out for other means of increasing their
income.”  Added to this are other hardships like the delay in the
payment of salaries and the frequent transfers from place to place often
at considerable personal expense and inconvenience. . _

“Single Teacher Schools” have come in for much critickem’ in
recent times and the report under review holds them responsible to
some extent for the prevailing wastage. It is unfortunate that a school
skould be condemned as inefficient on the sole ground of its being
a single teacher school. It is well worth recognising that, under present
financial conditions, single teacher schools would be an economic neces-
sity and that the mere elimination of these schools, would take us no .
step forward in the spread of lit(eracy. On the other hand what is
needed is a determined effort to improve them. Steps should be taken
to see that they are in charge of competent teachers. Fannie Daunn,
Professor of Education, Columbia, New York, has some interesting ob-
servations on one and two teacher-schools in the United States (New
Era, April 1938), where there are 138,542 one room schools with an
enrolment of 3,000,000 rural children. According tc that writer, ‘given
the kind of teacher who can do a progressive type of educational work,
given equal provision in length of term, educative equipment and
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supervision, a high grade of education as we conceive it to-day may be
had in these schools.’

The report contains two more valuable suggestions which are well
worth serious consideration. ‘The economic necessity which makes
parents in the rural areas prefer the wage earning child. irrespective of
age to the school going child,’ is a problem which those who are anxious
to stop the premature withdrawal of pupils from schools before
completing the full 5 years course should consider seriously. The mere
enforcement of compulsion laws would not at all solve the problem, for
at l.)ottom it is an economic problem and the authorities should consider
seriously the measures to be adopted to give economic relief to the
parent so as to make it worth-while for him to keep his child at school.

The other suggestion is that quoted from the report of the Director
of F’ub.lic Instruction, Assam, viz., " If under the new constitution Edu-
cat.xon is to make any progress it is essential that the Director should be
I-Eheved of the greater part of his routine work, as then he can have
t”?e for the preparation of schemes, and for larger problems that must
arise.” - Frequent inspection as security against waste of public money
is no doubt needed. Whether such a kind of inspection can be effective-

ly made by one who has also to supervise and guide the work of teachers ~

deserves careful consideration.

One of the most effective methods of combating stagnation and
Wwastage is to make the schools attractive by educational activities ; our
schools—most of them, are-dull and life-less and in their methods they
neglect the.characteristics of childhood and the nature of a child's growth
and development. Any scheme of reorganisation should take note of
this and make adequate provision to make the schools attractive.

LICENCE FOR TEACHERS.

We are glad that Government are alive to the need for assuring
teachers in aided schools reasonable security of tenure of teachers. Our
Minister, his Parliamentary Secretary and the Director of Public In‘struc-
tion are all alive fo the fact that conditions of service in aided elementa
schools are far from satisfactory and that a first step towards impro g
t!’le efficiency of these schools, is to secure for the teachers propet}‘) co::ilig
thIfs. of service. Any measure by which Government would be i \
position to regularise the conditions of service in aided elem tary
,schqols, would be eagerly welcomed by teachers and the public iid

. I§s has been, however, the misfortune of teachers in aided
:ﬁ ools th'a.t' Government never folt very keen on removing
eir disabilities, probably because, as observed by the Minister in the
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course of his reply to the debate on the Education Demand, conditions
of service in these institutions are governed by a contract between the
employer and the employee. When Government think of doing some-
thing to safe-guard their interests it is again the misfortune of these
teachers, that Government’s proposals, though conceived with the best
of interests, are likely to create more hardship than any good. An
instance, in point, is the introduction of the Licence for teachers in aided
elementary schools. The Draft of an Amendment to the Educational rules
to this effect was published on the 1st March and on the 6th April,
the amendment is brought into force. We wonder, if the Government
seriously considered the desirability of this system either to
the State or to the teacher, before they decided to enforce the
amendment in such haste ? According to this rule, every teacher
working in an elementary school under private management shall
possess a teacher’s licence issued by the District Educational Officer,
which he can secure on payment of Rupee One. In the Licence, the
Manager has to specify clearly the terms of service under which the
teacher is recruited, including the period of employment and his salary
and get it countersigned by the subordinate inspecting officer. It also
states that no grant shall be assessed for any teacher who does not
possess a teacher’s licence.

The system of granting licences is surely going to be complicated ?

’ It has not been stated who alone are eligible for getting such licence.

Is it to be granted only to qualified and trained teachers or to every

person employed in a school irrespective of his qualifications ?

If the latter be the case, is it likely to promote efficiency
of education in our aided elementary schools? Will this system

_contribute to better service conditions? The licence in effect

becomes a contract between the teacher and the manager
with the knowledge of the Inspecting Officer. The terms have
to be decided by agreement between the teacher and the manager and
Government does not seem inclined to lay down minimum scales of
salary, rules for service, termination of service ete. They leave it to
be negotiated by the teacher with his management. This would cer-
tainly place teaching service under the operation of the law of supply
and demand. The licence will thus not serve the purpose for which, it
is hoped, it is intended, viz., improving the conditions of service. It may
bring about Rs. 40,000 to the coffers of Government.

If it is presumed that the system of licence will eliminate bogus
teachers, then, licences should be given to managers of aided elementary
cchools. Such a licence will give a greater hold to Government on
managements. As these are in receipt of Government grants, Govern-
ment have a right to see that they conduct their schools on right lines:

7
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Mr. C. J. Varkey, Parliamentary Secretary to the Education Minis-
ter is reported to have said recently in the course of his address while
opening the Conference of Malabar Aided Elementary School Teachers,
that he was not in favour of the licence and that he would carefully

consider representations from teachers on this subject. Possibly
" it is another instance to show that Government approved of them and
passed orders without seriously considering the proposals of the Director
of Public Instruction. Whatever it may be, it is upto the Govern-
ment to take into consideration the feelings of aided elementary school
teachers and cancel this order. The rule is objectionable inasmuch as it
is applicable only to teachers in aided clementary schools. It is
unwanted as the licences would not contribute to the solution of the
problems of tenure of elementarv school teachers. We appeal to the
authorities to issue early orders cancelling this unwanted and
objectionable provision in the Educational rules. Teachers in aided
elementary schools may be disorganised but it is good to realise that
it would be unwise to continue to ignore the difficulties of teachers in
aided elementary schools and drive them to despair. Teachers of
Malabar are contemplating direct action. In other parts of the Presi-
dency, teachers may be tempted to resort to this means of compelling
government’s attention.

THE 8. 8, L. C. EXAMINATION:

We have received numerous complaints about the question papers
set for the S.S.L.C. Examination, March 1938. The complaint has been
very severe with reference to Mathematics and optional History papers.
PExternal examinations are condemned mostly on the ground that they
are unreliable. If papers set should not conform to the standard that
has been established in previous years and if the papers should
contain questions which are beyond the scope of the syllabuses they not
merely make the examination even more unreliable but produce
great hardship to the examinees. The SS.L.C. Board, obviously, has
only to conduct the examinations and it is unfortunate the Board should
have approved papers which have been criticised adversely by all con-
cerned. In the interests of the thousands of candidates, we request
the Commissioner to order an inquiry and, if need be, arrange for a

. re~examination in those subjects where the papers are found, by the
inquiry, to be unsuitable. If such a course is not possible for financial
or other reasons, the University authorities may be advised to ignore
the pupils’ attainments in the public examination in these subjects, but
take into consideration their school marks in deciding upon eligibility.
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Complaints about the question papers occur almost every year. This
should make ihe authorities investigate into the causes and satisfy
themselves that the present procedure of Members of the Board being
paper-setters is at all desirable. The Board, as the body responsible for
conducting the examination, cannot be expected, in fairness to itself, to
sit in judgement over its own papers. The suggestion, that paper setters

. should not be members of the Board but should be persons with an
intimate acquaintance with the high school work deserves careful
consideration.

THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS’' UNION AND THE PARLIA-
MENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

Chevalier J. Varkey, M.A., Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
for Education, made some interesting observations on the role of a
Teachers’ Union in the course of his presidential address at the All-
Cochin Educational Conference. Referring to the purposes of that
Conference, he is reported to have remarked: “The first is the dis-
cussion on. various academic subjects pertaining to the re-organisation
with those who are immediately concerned with teaching. Therefore,
the teachers have a responsibility which they have not hitherto enjoyed

. or exercised and you are given the privilege of enjoying that right of

expressing your opinion.” He further observed, “If you develop
that powerful public opinion of education experts, I am sure, any Gov-
ernment, whether it is monarchic or aristocratic or democratic, must

listen to public opinion on educational matters of real experts, namely,
the teachers.”

We are glad to note that the Parliamentary Secretary to the Edu-
cation Minister realises that the real experts in educational matters are
the teachers and that questions relating to reorganisation should be
discussed with those who are immediately concerned with teaching and
we sincerely hope that he would have in mind these sentiments when .
he is called upon to act in the matter of re-organisation of education in
this Province. Unfortunately, the Parliamentary Secretary seems to
have very little knowledge of the South India Teachers’ Union and the
teaching body it represents. For in the course of that speech, he is
reported to have said, “In my own country, the South India Teachers’
Union with its 25 to 30 years of history with a few branches here and
there, have not organised the teaching profession adequately to be the
expert opinion on educational matters.” While we are ready to admit
that our Union needs greater organisation, we would like respectfully
to acquaint Mr. C. J. Varkey, that the South India Teachers’ Union has
17 District Guilds affiliated to it. The 17 District Guilds again comprise
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260 Associations. Our membership exceeds over 10,000 teachers.
Teachers from all parts of the Presidency are members of the Union.
If the Union has not been able to get into closer touch with a larger
body of elementary school teachers, it would interest Mr. Varkey to

know that it is largely due to their range associations being under strict
official control.

Mr. Varkey expressed genuine joy
allowed to discuss with the authorities not
re-organisation, service and pay. but also
to education. Teachers’ Organisations o
for many years’ past been offering their ¢
matters and duly submitting them to the authorities in the hope that
they would be given the attention they deserve. What has happened
to them is too obvious to need mention:  We hope that Mr. Varkey
will exercise his influence so as to make the Education Department

welcome sincere and helpful criticisms from the South India Teachers’
Union and its affiliated associations.

at the Cochin teachers heing
only problems connected with
administrative matters related
n this side of the Ghats have
onsidered views on educational

By the way, our Provincial Conference is to be held on the 11th
May and here is a splendid opportunity for Mr. Varkey and the Edu-
cation Department to consult the opinion of the organised teaching pro-
fession. We cordially invite them to attend the Conference, Will they
respond ? Tt is high time that the Department had cast off its character-
istic stand-offishness and cared to move freely with the Teaching

profession. Only then would mutual understanding and co-operation
be established and maintained. The example of democratic countries
where officers of the Educational Department—Ministers and Directors
—attend educatiorial Conferences is well worth folluwing here. The
Co-operative Department in our Province is adopting that policy to

great advantage and it is not known why the Education Deparfment
should not choose to pursue a similar policy.

Mr. Varkey's observations re: our Union should be taken as a
challenge to the teachers in our Province to organise themselves in an
increasing measure. The need for strengthening the Union is greater
now than ever before. The Union must have before it a programme of
cent-per-cent enrolment. The opinion of organised teaching profession
must make itself felt. In these days of democracy, public opinion is a
great factor to reckon with. It is the duty of every teacher to become
not merely a member of the local organisation, but actively participate

in strengthening the Union. In our Organisation lies the salvation of
Education in Our Province,

191
EDITORIAL

ACHERS IN CATHOLIC
THE TENUR ON-CATHOLIC TE
E. or N SCHOOLS

i notably from Trichinopoly and
We have received gi‘gafggililer:j},xers embpfnloyed in Cat}_molic in}slti-
Tinnevelly that some "3 with notices and it is alleged t}'xat this step has
tutions have been servee ot what may be terme d a policy of Cath011§a-
been tal;-,en itgﬁngstlll:;: institutions. We df({) XLOt' for }?O:)rlxsonvt,ei?}: %ii}sl't;ﬁ!;
ion of the s ities to staff their sc !
:;10: desire of these scho}i a;l;t(};;t:it;zs tto e e semoval of non-Ca‘thol.lc
teachers. What we t‘: in several years of loyal and'devoted servxci. in
teachers who‘haveoplt3 is inclined to ask how far t}_us change of I;;o (11cy
these institutl?ns" I:-ﬁcation to send away the existing teachers. Un ;r
can be used Wlth. jus lf State-aided education, it is competent for 4 ;
the existing policy o'ts own rules for recruitment in acccirdan.ce w1'cf
Management to have lulations regarding minimum qu:ilhﬁcatlon.s (t)
the dep artm?ntal rsfr within the rights of the State which contrlb}\: e
teachers. It is howef these schools by grants to guarantee t.o the ’;eac er
towards the upkeep ond education security of tenure of service as orlgt }5115
in the interest of .5011-11 rge his duties efficiently. It is unfortunate that he_
‘he continues 0 dlslcd afeel that in view of the contract betw?en t (—.i
Government shou the teacher, it need not interfere in the m’Fernaf
) management and the teacher and manager. It is an apprehension o
relationship betvyeenh t has made the contract unacceptable to teachers.
this state of affairs t Zin g that termination of service should b'e only for
We have been cOntensuch as insubordination, grave moral mis-conduct
exceptiona¥ reas.or'lS An alarming situation will arise if GoYernment
and gross mef’ﬁ(fleacz;i give a free hand to the managements in regard
should keeI.J qt.uet af service, on altogether extra-academic grounds. ',l‘l;e
to the temun?tmn'o a state-aided school, according to the Rt. H.on b.e
teacher work‘mg mt'ona\l work and hence the conditions of service }n
Fisher, is doing rclla it hools should be regulated by t}.1e. Government n;
privately manage ;‘; management, receiving recognition a.nd ﬁr.lanc1a
national interests. oent should allow extra-academic con_snderatlons to
aid from t.h € Gov? r-r,;:.ation resulting in frequent changes in the staff.
influence 15 adm®” e in the policy of Catholic Managements §hould
This alleged Changustiﬁcation for the termination of the serv1fces of
not be regarded as 2 ]to a certain faith. A very large number o n:}t;l-
teachers not belonging now working in Catholic schools and even t;
Catholic teachers arehools would be willing to admit that. the succe;s o
authorities of' theSf’ s¢ a large measure due to the efficiency of t. fvies:;
their institutlon.s is llin is to be pursuéd, a large m.xmbfar of q;xah ;
teachers. Ifl t::: ti:o::; out of employment and it is difficult for the
teachers W1

blic and the teachers to remain passive.
pu
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Mission. institutions depend upon the fee income and
Government grants for their support. The country is grateful
to the Mission bodies for their meritorious services to the cause
of Education in this Province.. But this new policy is bound to have
serious repercussions. The public may be compelled to press upon the
- Government a revision of their policy towards Mission Fducation.

Nay more. If the sympathy of the public is alienated as would be the
case if a policy of indiscriminate termination of services of non-Catholic
teachers is pursued, then, would it not seriously affect the fee income
of these institutions? It is a fact that in the majority of Catholic
schools, the non-Catholic section of the pupils contributes the bulk -of
the fee income, while the majority of its catholic pupils are educated
either free or at concession rates. We are sure the higher authorities
of the Catholic Missions would review the case. We believe that the-,
Catholic Church endeavours to foster and promote true Christian thought.
and spirit. In running schools, they are certainly actuated by the
ideal of imparting right education. We hope that no narrow sphit
communalism or' sectarianism will deflect them from their lofty id
and that they will do nothing which would impair the confidence

good-will of the people which they now enjoy and rightly too in sucfr
~ high degree.

THE MANGALORE CONFERENCE. M

Elsewhere we publish a draft of the Programme of the 28th Pro-
MWWMMWhWonhmhm
to the 15th of May. Om-ruderswﬂlbegladtohmwtlutnrus
Sebhesan, M.A., Secretary of the South India Teachers' Uniom, hgs
been elected unanimously to the Presidentship of the Conference. Mr.
MSS&hbeunsinﬁmteeonnecﬁonmththeUnionuihm

from 1923, his long and meritorious services to the cause of Education "

inthstrohneeandhisthormnghacquﬁMeewiththemanyproblems

connected with education make him eminently qualified for the place. .

- The Union has only honoured itself by electing its most devoted and |,
selfless Worker to preside over this year’s Conference when very many
important questions conmected with education are before the public.
Itmimportantthatthenublicshonldbengenanghtludinregud
to these problems and Mr. M. S. Sabhesan is eminently fitted to give
such a lead We take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. M. S
Sabhesan and wish the Conference, under his guidance, all success.

~
Supplement—For consideration at the 29th Provincial Educational Conference
at Mangalore.

EPORT OF THE MADRAS TEACHERS’ GUILD ON THE WARDHA
SCHEME OF BASIC EDUCATION

MADRAS TEACHERS’ GUILD
41, Singarachari Street, Triplicane, Madras.



REPORT OF THE MADRAS TEACHERS' GUILD ON THE WARDHA
SCHEME OF BASIC EDUCATION

Terms of Reference t—
In pursuance of a resolution of the General Body of the Madras

Teachers’ Guild, the Council of the Guild appointed a committee with

powers to co-opt to study the various aspects of the Wardha Scheme and
submit a report.

Members of the Committee : —

Prof. S. K. Yegnanarayana Iver, M.A.
Dr. P. S. Lokanathan, M.A,, D.Sc. Econ. (London).
Mr. M. S. Sabhesan, M.A.
T. P. Srinivasavaradan, B.A., L.T.
” V. Srinivasan, B.A., LT.
» 8. Natarajan, B.A., L.T.
” V. Bhuvarahamurti Rao, M.A., Dip. Econ.
" A. R. V. Achar.
” K. Nagaraja Rao, BAA., L.T.
» K. Vedantadesikan, B.A., L.T.
Miss, V. David, B.A., L.T.
Mrs. Dharmambal, and
Mr. G. Srinivasachari (Convener).

The Work of the Committee : —

The Committee held eight sittings, each of an average duration of
two hours. This report which, by order of the Council, is placed
before the General Body for their consideration and approval, con-
tains in the main the conclusions reached at the meetings of the Com-

mittee.

Arguments leading to the conclusions have been avoided except
where they, have been found necessary for a proper appreciation of
the conclusions reached or recommendations made. Criticisms in
respectofi:heWardlu;SchemaeoiferedinthePx'eastmdonthelﬂl'if“'“’m

have been taken note of in the discussions at. meetings.

The Committee have felt it necessary to add a note on the resolu-

tion of the Congress regarding National Education,

G. SRINIVASACHARI,
Convener,

INTRODUCTION

The Wardha Scheme of Basic Education'l}as begun to attract $e
earnest attention of public men and authorities, chiefly bfacausets ;
report has been prepared by persons whf) have not only the mt:res c;{
the country at heart, but are also admitted to be competent to spea

with authority on educational matters.

i the assumption that learning
Wardha Scheme is drawn up on :
whicihfs useful socially, and economically cannot help being cultural.

The most important principle contained in the scheme is the centering

of all instruction round a craft. In sppport of this basic Xrilx::ple
everal instances from Western Countries may be quotgd. ow;
lf:ilee of theory and practice of education m any country cannot
butg lead to the conclusion that every ind1v1dua3[‘hm a ciemos:vai::;
society should be trained to KNOW ar}d to DO. ;ere is §rw°rk
ition that no antithesis can exist between cu t.ure an ork.
recogmt{:n' believed that a separation of these «two into water‘-’flght
Indee‘ipartml el:ts is likely to lead to dualism in a person and militate
ot balanced development. Educational practice evewhere
e he 1 rtance of putting children in active touch with ?he
stresses the lmgo f inculcating in them the habitual urge for creative
em{ironmel‘:t an'rh(e’refore we have no hesitation in recomen&pg the
:sil;};igfxozf .the principle ’of giving education through a Basic Craft.

i d its attention to a
i in Committee Report has confine
oy Zai{latiH;Sdil:auon for the children of the age-group 7 to 14 and
fen:czid r:port has made it clear that it has not chosen
e

deal with the education of other age-groups. We wish to
to de

ional Education should in-
omplete system of 1\.Iat101'1 ]
itia:e x:i:: t)nli' t;:le Bpasic Education provided in the Wardha Scheme, but
u

i - I
i boys and girls of the pre-schoo
ion of different types for the
e edu«:cla tlfotl.lh: post-basic school stage. We hav:e therefore at t}}xle out:l:;
g e elor ly that the Government in considering t}le scheme have
o Staawm?mleartlfe educational requirements of the children of other age-
to ex e

make suitable provision.
g = ticipate any serious objection to the ac.ceptance ,°f tl}e
We do no o cation implied in the scheme of Basic Education in
principle of oo the girls are allowed to be withdrawn at the age
Vie‘lvz oftﬂtllfe Zption of their parents. Further, we feel, its applicatio:
of 8

will be justified on grounds of economy.



RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Pre-School Stage :—We note that the Wardha Scheme realises
the importance of training children properly in the pre-school stage, i.e+
below the age of 7. As this period is very important in the develop-
ment of children, it is recommended that the Government should make
provision for the proper training of the children of the pre-school stage-

II. Craft-Centred Education :—The proposed scheme of Education
through a Basic Craft is sound and feasible but the following points
should be given due consideration.

(a) Since it is doubtful whether all teaching could be centred round °
a craft, formal instruction should not be dispensed with altogether.

(b) As the aim of the introduction of craft work ‘is not primarily
the production of craftsmen able to practise some craft mechanically, -
but rather the exploitation for educative purposes the resources impli- .
cit in craft work,” a single craft may not be enough to serve the educa-
tional interest. We emphasise the desirability of creating wide interests {

in pupils by a variety of experience through different crafts.

The Committee would urge the point of view of the Zakir Husain
Committee that the Craft Work in the Basic School is not a mere hand
and eye training as the manual training in schools is at present and that
#t is not intended as a provision for dull boys. It is to be the centre of
integrated instruction and is also calculated to help pupils to acquire
definite skill.

HI. The Classes ¢f Pupils to whom the Scheme should apply:—
In as much as we accept craft-work as a principle of education, wWe
recommend that the proposed scheme of education should apply to all
classes of normal pupils. Since a large number may leave school for
goot!ai:t.heemiofae\nmyears,itisvnrellthatt.lwBasit:Edueltic'ndm\lkl
be complete in itself 50 as to foster a sound sense of citizenship. With
aviewtogivingwopetopupihofhighermpactﬁs,mncmd
that it should be made possible for such pupils to leave the Basic School

for higher and other types of study at the end of the sixth year of the
course. ’

IV. Subjects of Study :—~The subjects included in the scheme and
the objectives proposed are quite suitable and adequate for the children

of the age-group 7 to 14 since Literature, Sciences, Humanities, Art,

v agriculture. We
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Craft and Aesthetics, are all represented. There is no justification for
the fear that culture will be neglected in the Wardha Scheme.
We recommend however, that it should be possible with the pre-
vious approval of the Government for the school authorities to give
facilities for instruction in subjects in addition to those included in the
scheme so as to meet local needs.

V. Courses of Study:—The courses of study in General Science
and Social studies contemplate instruction (a) by correlation with
Craft-work and (b) by the method of INTEGRATED INSTRUCTION
in which the distinction between subject and' subjef:t is rem?v'ed.
Knowledge is rightly regarded as one whole. With a view to avoiding
confusion or misunderstanding we recommend the deletion of the sub-

headings indicating subjects.

We consider it essential that a well-planned schem'e of correlati.(')n
(i) between the Basic Craft and the other subjects and '(11)
between the different topics in the subjects of stu('iy,‘should be pu.bhsh_
ed by an Expert Committee. We should like to invite the att-entlon ?f
the Teachers’ Associations to the Second Report of the Zakir Husain
Committee, which contains a correlated scheme fo? wood-work and’
recommend that the subject sections of Teachers

Associations should sit together and attempt to prepare correlated
courses on similar lines. '

oo Table Schedule in the Report : —This Committee
U b o x d the public that 3 hours 20 minutes for

consi it necessary to remin : . j
Craftd::ork is the maximum provided and that this latitude in respect

of working hours allotted to the Basic Craft should allay any fear that

the Craft would receive undue emphasis. It should also be remembered

that during the time allotted for Basic Craft, instruction will also be

given as far as possible in the correlated subjects. The provision in the

i . n in subjects is certainly desirable and it
time-tabd foijowng tilr(:;‘trltl:ction] in these subjects may, from the
need hard_ly : d education, be also related to the Basic Craft. In the

of the Basic School, specific provision should be made
ithin the scheduled time-table. It -is prc?sumed that the hours
allotted in the time-table to the different subjects in the. Wardha Re;?ort
; rea]lmy intended to indicate (1) the general apportionment of time
e thmBasic Craft and the other subjects and (2) the ground tl.xat
between © red in each subject. It will be desirable to give
amount of freedom to each school regarding the apportionment

a certain

of time.
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VII. Number of Working Days : —We recommend that 220 work-
ing days for the School year may be fixed as the minimum.

VIII. Provision of Teachers:—We are in entire agreement with
the proposal contained in the Scheme for the provision of an adequate
supply of trained and qualified teachers.

IX. Administration : —The administrative machinery proposed to
be set up, the method of supervision indicated, and the system of check-

up by sample testing in place of the present system of Examination are

all commendable features of the Scheme.

X. Teachers’ Salary:—We feel that the salary propused is low
particularly in view of the qualifications expected of the teachers. But
in view of the financial problems that this question presents, we are
inclined to recommend that the initial salary propased in the scheme may
be accepted. We must however emphatically state that in order to
draw the right type of men and women for the profession, it is necessary
to offer suitable scales of salary with due regard to academic qualifica-
tions, and amount of training. We recommend a scheme of compulsory
state insurance for teachers in Wardha Schools.

XI. Cost of the Scheme : —The estimated cost for the introduction
of free compulsory basic education for the whale Presidency is as
follows : —

There are at present about 50,000 elementary schools in existence.
On a rough estimate the schools needed for the Wardha system of edu-
cation would be about 35,000. About 22,000 schools have buildings of
their own and it is presumed that they are suitable. The number of
schools requiring provision for building is thus 13,000. Non-recurring
expenditure on buildings for 13,000 schools at Rs. 1,000 each, amounts
to Rs. 1-3 crores. Initial equipment (tools, etc.,) at Rs. 1,000 for each
of the 35,000 schools comes to Rs. 3-5 crores. The total non-recurring
expenditure is about 4:8 csores.

The recurring cost on teachers’ salary and contingency with one
teacher for each of the seven standards on an average salary of Rs. 25
per month and Rs. 25 per month for contingencies, amounts to Rs. 8-4
crores. Allowing 4% for the sinking fund and interest in respect of
the amount borrowed for capital expenditure, the annual charges
will come to 0-2 crore. The annual recurring expenditure will be
Rs. 8:6 crores nearly. As regards the cost of raw materials for craft

work, we are of opinion that it will be covered by the sale proceeds of -

the products made in schools.

B

ww e E

- epvironment and future

" gchools miay be new schools as wi

(

XII. Ways and Means:—The chief question that arises for con-
sideration is the financing of the Wardha Scheme. We realise

 we cannot approach the problem without a certain amount of diffidence.

So far as we know there may not be insuperable obstacles on the aca-
demic side. How soon the Government can introduce this scheme and
how rapidly it may be extended throughout the Presidency, will depend
upon the finances available. A material addition to the cost of the
scheme will be in connection with the reorganisation of the Training
Colleges and Schools for providing a large number of trained and quali-

fied teachers.

" “The suggestion that the Wardha Scheme may be tfied expefimental.
ly in a few isolated schools in the province is not likely to
prove useful. Proposals for reorganisation have be‘:en made by
Government and other bodies. It is Dbeing recognised that the
education of school children should bear close relation to the
" life career. All reorganisation schemes

far have stressed the need for giving a proper
g;:f: Sig lf::ndicraft' in the curriculum for the .educatif)n of 1.;he
children of the age-group 7 to 14. If this suggestion of introducing

' handicraft is to be given effect to, it would necessarily involve additional

expenditure. Now it is a matter for the Governn}ent .to consic}er whether
it is advisable to delay any longer. We feel it will be advantageous
on the whole for the Government to formulate a ge.neral prog.rammc? of
the seven year basic school type to be completed in a definite period,

say 10 years.

i i i be borne in mind:
framing a programme the following pomt.s may

1) I’_Il‘lh:aModgel, School attached to every Training School or Col.lege
( he Wardha lines. It should consist of a highly qualified

be on t .
sho&llfvlv 1o would be in a position not only to train teachers on proper
sta but also to tackle the intricate points that arise in the correlation

scheme The Government should not stint the money needed
o bling the Training Colleges to function as centres of
b 1 research. (2) The Basic Schools of the Wardha
education ‘be started in two or three districts at a time. These
may o7 ell as reorganised existing schools.
e view contained in the second report of the Zakir Hussain
does not seem desirable that the schools o’f the pre-
new type should co-exist in the same area".

of the limited finances of the Madras Gov-

end a definite programme of free and com-

mm:
ernment, when we re.co The cost arrived at by us is on the assump--
ry Basic Education. 414 be introduced forthwith throughout the

tion that the Scheme WO

We endorse the V1
Committee that ' it
sept as well as the

We are not unmindful
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Presidency. Since it is here proposed to have the programme spread
over a period of 10 years, we should like to point out that the immediate
strain on the finances will not be too heavy. Again it should be borme
in mind that any delay in the reorganisation of education on sound lines
must necessarily mean considerable expense in the years to come. A
definite step has to be taken and public opinion must exert its influence
on the Government for immediate action in this direction.

The Congress Ministry is commitied to total prohibition and it is
distinctly aware that by adopting this policy it has to forego an annual
income of about 4 crores. Obviously, it must have in view sources of
income which it proposes to tap to carry on the administration efficiently.
We hope that it will not be impossible for the Ministry to earmark cer-
tain sources for Basic Education, especially when the Congress has
declared itself very clearly in favour of the introduction of the nation-
wide scheme of Basic Education.

A popular Government can certainly make an effective appeal to
the well-to-do for endowing schools and for building up a fund necessary
for capital expenditure. Some of the wealthy citizens might also be
persuaded to meet a portion of the recurring expenditure. All this
could be accomplished if the benefits of the Scheme be brought home
to the public. It is for the Government to push through the scheme
with enthusiasm and determination. Such a spirit will evoke a proper
response from the public.

NOTE ON THE RESOLUTION OF THE CONGRESS REGARDING
NATIONAL EDUCATION

We welcome the move of the Congress “to build up National

Education on a new foundation and on a Nation-wide scale.”  The signi-

ficance of the phrase © for primary and Secondary Stages” in the second -
para of the Haripura Congress resolution is not quite clear. While
we agree that the distinction between elementary and secondary stages

is artificial, we have, as already pointed out, to emphasise that the pro-
blem of National Education covers a wider field than the basic education :

As it stands, the phrase is apt to give the -
impression that the basic School is intended to include the’
“ Secondary Stage”. In view of the explanation in the sectond report

of the Wardha Scheme.

of the Wardha Committee we should suggest that the Congress authori-
ties should make the position clear. ' .

We note with satisfaction the fact that reference to the .
ing idea is not found in the Congress Resolution. - ”BW

£
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" QOME OXFORD BOOKS TO SUIT THE REQUIREMENTS
80 OF HIGH AND MIDDLE SCHOOL SYLLABUSES.
. AN OUTLINE HISTORY OF INDIA

By K. Srinivas Kini & U. Bhavani Shanker Rao. . As. 12
(Telugu, Tamil & Malayalam translations in preparation.) .
CLARENDON TAMIL HISTORY OF ENGLAND As "

By S. T. Ramanuja Aiyangar.
(The above two books are suitable for Form IV.) .
A NEW HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN, SECTION III (1688-1815)
By R. B. Mowat. v Re. 111 6
(Prescribed for the Madras S.S.L.C. ‘C’ Group.)
THE SOUTHERN CONTINENTS, NORTH AMERICA, AND e A_"
EURASIA, EXCLUDING INDIA.
With an Introduction on ‘The World as a Globe’.
CLARENDON HIGH SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA
By Herbert Pickles.
(These two books on Geography cover the syllabus ft.)r
Forms IV, V and VI Telugu and Tamil translations in
preparation.) '
MIDDLE SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY, BOOK I (Telugu & Tamﬂ)..
By H. T. Scudder. Book II (in the press). .Book I (in
. preparation) . (The series will be ready this year.)
ELEMENTARY GENERAL SCIENCE »
By T. A. Rama Iyer, V. Srinivasan & st-minaﬂlm-
Book I for Form I (Tamil)
Book II for Form I (Tamil)
Book I for Form I (Tamil) , o . b
v fﬁl' Form IV%A y _,.,’ AR ;,!;?TV"J.:"-;;«« 'V g g
PR NGLISH CHRAMMANS FON HiRIA |
By F. G. French. - , :
Book I
Book II
Book II R N T .
AN A.B.C. OF ENGLISH USAGE -
" By H, A. Treble & G. H. Vallins
{ITTLE OXFORD DICTIONARY (New edition).
POCKET OXFORD DICTIONARY _
CONCISE OXFORD DICTIONARY
-ENGLISH IDIOMS AND HOW TO USE THEM
By. W. ‘McMondie , ’
GLISH ERRORS IN INDIAN SCHOOLS
3  ByT/LH Smith-Pearse ]
. qyE. OXFORD INDIAN ATLAS
™ By Jobg; Bartholomew (Eoglish) - ,
. (Teltgu Jnid Famil) . As.
* . _O0XFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
4 BHARAT BUILDINGS
Post Box 340 Madras
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g A TEXT BOOK OF
i ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS
IN “TAMIL”

“4“31”'0”9(1 by the Text book Committee
: for Forms IV, V, and VI

BY

K. RAGHAVIER, BA.. L.T,
Coronation High School, Srivaikuntam.

Price Re. 1-8 per copy

SELECT OPINIONS. L -

“This
Mathemati

is a welcome addition to the ranks of Tamil Elementary

cs Books for the higher forms. Conforming to the syllabus and
written in simple Tamil, the book presents the subject in a
Pressing into his service his rich teaching experience of over 20 years the
author has given a lucid treatment suited to the attainments and requirements
of the standard. Exercises are copious and graded in difficulty, and relate
to daily life. Diagrams have been given in profusion, which will tend to
make the abstruse portions clear to pupils. Pains have been taken to
provide ample material for drilling the average type of pupils in the funda-
mentals of the subject and also giving scope for p i

advance work. The code of Tamil equivalents approved by the Government
has been adopted. The appendices provide numerous test questions, besides §
S. 8. L. C. question papers, Arithmetical Tables, Formulae and a list of

concrete form.

e ottt L
s

“The book is written in accordance with the S§. S. L. C. Syllabus in
Elementary Mathematics. The author has used the Tamil equivalents pub.
lished by the Government. The problems are taken from daily life and are
suitably graded. The examples worked out are presented in an easy manner
so that the pupils may be enabled to follow each step. The figures in
Geometry are neatly drawn. The book contains a list of S i

3
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N Please apply to :— .

S. R. Subramania Pillai,
 \ Publisher, Thy
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