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The Bains Term

This is the name given to the
second term in other parts of India ;
but such a name has scarcely justified
itself as being suitable in South India,

for meveral years. Yet this year we

have been fortunate in having frequent
showers ‘and downpours, and Mr.
Barnes reports that the well has quite
recovered from its recent starvation.
Residents in Bishop Heber Hall are
now able to escort visitors into the
quadrangle and exhibit genuine blades
of grass. The only people who frown
at the weéeping skies are our tennis
stars, but even they have been able to
carry through part of the college
tournament, and to play 2 not un-

‘witooemeful part in the Presidency

Qoltegs ‘opert- competition.

- In-Qorpore Sano

The opening of the Hospital marks
another. stage in the completion of the
college buildings. The dispensary is
doing a trade which if not exactly
roaring, is steady. We wonder why

.80 many -people who are perfectly

ready to pay for their food and
clothing, should expect that medicines
%e given free? Whatever be

and the compounder have been treated
to & fine bxhibition of -cuts, bruises,

sprains, boils “and blains. There was
i4he. inevitable alarming increase in

Wmpch-aches and headaches just
about examination time, but. some
lightning cures were aghieved.
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Seriously, however,
record of health this term is note-
worthy. In & community numbering
over five hundred, to find week after
week passing with not more than
three or four cases of illness is good
evidence as to the fine, dry climate
and the fresh air we enjoy.

Hindi

There has been a very good response
by students to the proposal that an
optional class in Hindi should be held
twice a week during the academic
year. The work has already begun
and students are being initiated into

the mysteries of &% and § We
wish them every success in their new
voyage of discovery, and we are sure
that what they have undertaken will
prove to them of great interest, and
much value in the future.

‘I am Sir Oracle’

Dr. C. R. Reddi, on the occasion of
his visit to the college last term,
complimented our debaters on the
high standard of their speaking. Since
then our representatives have been
carrying all before them, in the
realm of Inter-Collegiate oratory,
We heartily congratulate Messrs.
Peter Paulpandian and Sankaranara.

‘yanan on their success at Annamalai

University ; and MessrsNHassan Koya
and Peter Paulpandian, who won for
the collegethe Kasturi Ayyangar Cup,

. and for themselves gold medals at the
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Y.M.IA. in October. Oratory, as an
amusement, has rather gone out of
fashion among English-speaking
peoples, and the days of perorations
are over. It is simplicity and sin-
cerity that carry conviction. But
those qualities cannot be achieved
without practice; and the power to
express thoughts clearly in language
which is fitting and forceful is only
given to those who are willing to play
their part in such activities. Hall
Debates are excellent occasions for
making a beginning in the noble art
of public speaking.

The Brotherhood

We do not, here, have on our door-
step, as we did in Georgetown, poor
people in obvious need. In the
villages around us men get from the
gopd earth a satisfying living. Their
e-far more complex than those
of the city slum and street-dwellers.
That they are in need of better
economic conditions, improved hous-
ing and sanitation is clear, but many
experts doubt whether students can in
the time available do anything to
meet those needs. We don’t know
yet what we can do, but whatever we
may be able to do, it is certain that
we ought to gather all the facts we can
about our neighbourhood, and make
the acquaintance of our neighbours.
We are therefore trying to collect all
sorts of information in friendly talks
with the villagers—what schools there
are, how many boys and how many
girls go to the schools, how many do
not ; how many houses, what crops
are grown, what sizes of holdings of

land are usual—all these things we can
ask about, and collate and record our
information on our return. Much of
such information will be most easily
recorded on a map. We give a map
on page 61 showing the villages, tanks
and hills in our neighbourhood.

There are other things we want to

find out and enter on a larger-scale
map to be kept in the college. We
should be glad if any students who
are interested in a particular aspect of
the countryside or who make some
discovery while out walking of
cycling, would come and have the
facts cntered on the map —such things
as which roads and puths are passable
for bicycles, what are the best routes
up the hills, and possibly also which
points on the hills command specially
interesting views, how the water In
the principal tanks varies from month
to month---all such things we should
like to have on a college map.
Preachers for the Second T'erm

Oct. 3 ... The Rev. A, J. Boyd.
10 ... Mr. V. D. Sahayam.

L4

,, 17 ... The Rev. R. 8. Mac-
nicol.

» 24 ... The Rev. J. R. Mac-
phail.

,» 31 ... Mr. W. F. Kibble.
Nov. 7 ... The Rev. D. Chel-
lappa.

,, 14 ... The Rev. T. G. Plat-
ten.

. 21 ... The Rev. C. W. Ran-
son.

» 28 ... The Rev. Dr. A. G.
Hogg.

Dec. 5 ... The Rev. E. O. Shaw.

IN MEMORIAM

— d——

SKER PADMARAJ VETHANAYAGAM

——

Died, September 29th, 1937

ST. THOMAS’S HALL

YOUNG CO-OPERATORS’ CLUB

(4n Ezperiment in Co-operation)

By 8. SuBBarRaMA AIYER

1. Business Economy and Self-
sufficient Economy.

Modern economic life is dominated
by business economy. Production of
goods or the supply of services is
undertaken with a view to getting
them sold in the market in exchange
for money to those who need them for
their ultimate use. A number of
intermediaries—the number varying
with the extent and nature of busi-
ness——have established themselves
who undertake the task of moving the
goods from the place of production or
from the possession of the actual
producers into the hands of the ulti-
mate consumers. Any one Wwho
wishes to get a living in such an
economy must be prepared to produce
a commodity or provide a service
which some one else is willing to
purchase from him.

This mode of getting on is differen-
tiated from a self-sufficient economy
in which each area—the smaller the
area the greater the self-sufficiency —
and each person (or family of persons)
or group of families known to one
another or at least living together in
the close proximity of a village or
small town produced just sufficient
for their individual or mutual use.
Not long ago all the world over, the
majority of people lived & simple and
self-sufficient economic life; but the
commercial, industrial and transport
revolutions of the 17th, 18th and 19th

centuries respectively broke down in
varying degrees the self-sufficient
economy and substituted business
economy in its place,

- In India, for example, before the
era of business economy commenced,
a villager who wanted a pair of lea-
ther shoes or a leather piccotah for
watering his garden had them made
to order from the village Chuckiliya
(leather worker) to whom perhaps
he went to announce the death of a
cow or buffalo in his house (as the
Chuckiliya is entitled to the carcass of
all dead animals in the village). But
today shoes and piccotahs made of
leather tanned in places far and near
freely enter the village and satisfy the
needs of villagers.

2. Forms of Business Management.

With the extension of the area and
increase in the volume of business the
functions of business management
have also become highly complex and
specialised. These have been provid-
ed in three varieties of ways, capi-
talistic, socialistic and co-operative. In
the capitalistic form the functions of
business management are ultimately
controlled by the owners of capital,
industrial property is privately appro-
priated and profits of business are
distributed to owngrs of capital
according to the jsumber of their
ghares. And under capitalism pro-
duction is undertaken for exchange in
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anticipation of demand, i.e., to be sold
to those who need and are prepared to
purchase the goods by paying the
price fixed by the producers.

Socialism seeks to abolish private
appropriation of property and with it
the sharing of profits by capitalists.
Bome socialists (communists) would
abolish private property in everything ;
while others (less revolutionary) would
abolish private property only in the
means of production or capital goods
as they are called. Socialisation of
industrial property, it is believed, will
put an end to accumulation of wealth
in single hands which is held to be
responsible for the existing economic
and social inequalities.

Co-operation is a via media. It
seeks to retain private property in
individual hands but disperses it as
widely as possible so a8 to avoid the
extremes of concentration of wealth
on the one side and its total absence on
the other. It al3o aims at socialisa-
tion of industrial property but it is to
be jointly owned by those who contri-
bute to its growth. It abolishes
profits as such and the surplus of
business, as it is called in co-operative
literature, is used for the promotion
of social welfare and the accumulation
of social capital. Individual owner-
ship and social control are harmoni-
ously blended in & co-operative society
as the well known motto of co-opera-
tion clearly embodies : Facr for
Aut and Aun for EacH. Produo-
tion also 18 undertaken for members’
use rather than for sale to the public,
and in this way to the extent that is
possible under modern conditions the
merits of a self-sufficient economy are
realised in a co-operative society.

The present writer believes in co-
operation as & mode of business
management and as a means of moral
uplift among its votaries, but he also

thinks that it is not to be regarded as
a preferable alternative to every other
form of business management. Pro-
perly understood, all the three have
their place in the modern scheme of
business economy and the *fight’
contemplated by the adherents of the
three systems is both useless and
needless.

1 shall illustrate the working of the
above systems by referring to the
common requirements of the students
assembled together in the great edu-
cational enterprisc at Tambaram. The
following is a rough classification : -

(1) Instruction in arts and sciences.

(2) Recreation.

(3) Housing and lighting.

(4) Care of health.

(8) Food and drink.

(6) Clothing.

(7) Cleaning and washing : toilet

requirements.

(8) Stationery and books,

(9) Recreation requisites.

(10) Miscellaneous.

As it is, instruction and recreation
(for all), housing and lighting and care
of health (for residents) are provided
directly by the College authorities.
Food and drink (for residents) are
provided by catering contractors.
Students are allowed to shift for
themselves as regards the rest.

Though not in the technical sense
of the term, instruction and recreation,
housing and lighting provided by the
college for the use of students is done
in a socialistic way. There are rules
of organization and discipline which
are intended to benefit every recipient
of these services and they are laid
down and enforced by a supreme
authority. In the formulation and
enforcement of those rules the benefi-
ciaries have no voice whateoever.
Individual likes and dislikes seem to
have no place in a socialistic society ;
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each one has to share in and work for
the common good to the best of his
ability and opportunity. Authorita-
tive regulation also seems inseparable
from any scheme of socialism. And
In an educational enterprise of the
kind aftempted here the recipients of
the service stand everything to gain
and little to loose by submitting
themselves to the course of discipline
provided by those who by age and
wisdom are qualified for their task.
As regards the rest of the require-
ments capitalism and co-operation
have a clear field to work upon. Food
and drink are now provided by the
capitalistic caterers. It is evidently
thought that the initiative and capa-
city needed to provide this essential
gervice can best be supplied by them
as they have every inducement to
avoid waste and please the customers.
Their very continuance in business
is dependent on the possesion of those
qualities. There is still a wide field left
in which the business of meeting the
common requirements of students
can be managed in a co-operative way,
and it is this faith that has been

responsible for starting the little
experiment that is the subject of this
article.

3. The Young Co-operators’ Club :
St. Thomas’s Hall

At a meeting of 20 resident students
of the Hall at which the Warden was
also present the present writerexplain-
ed the scope of economic co-operation
and outlined a practical scheme of co-
operative business endeavour in which
the students could take an active part
under the name and style of the
Young Co-operators’ Club. The
method of work is to pool the demand
for certain common requirements of
the student-members and get them
supplied on certain specified days
through the Club. For the present,
washing of clothes and toilets have
been taken for co-operative treatment.
Members are grouped into batches of
ten of whom one is to act as the
leader who will assist in the collection
of indents and distribution of goods so
far as they refer to the members of
his group. The form of the indent is
shown on the next page.
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ST. THOMAS’S HALL
Young Co-operators’ Club

.................................................................

..................

ITEM QUANTITY SuppLy DAy l REMARKS
Books* B P Occasional
Stationery* v b
Clothes*

Gingelly Oil B Alternate Sunday

Washing Clothes e Saturday
Toilets# B 10th of the month
* Details to be given on the reverse.
Signature.... ...
Note: (1) Please fill this form and return it to the representative
Mr
T

(2) Other articles for which sufficient num

. bers join can
purchased and distributed on co-operative always b

lines.
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The following rules have been
adopted and published for general
information. They are based on the
fundamental principles of co-operative
business which have stood the test of
time.

RULES

1. Objects. The objects of the
Club are the promotion of thnift, self-
help and mutual help among the
members and through familiarity with
its organisation and discipline the
cultivation of business habits among
them.

2. Membership. Membership of
the Club is open to any resident stu-
dent of tke St. Thomas’s Hall, or a
member of the college staff attached
to it, who expresses his desire in writ-
ing to be a member. An entrance fee
of two annas shall be paid by him
on admission.

3. Business. Every member who
wishes t¢ join the scheme of joint
purchase and distribution run by the
Club shal fill up an indent form and
hand it sver to the Convenor or his
nominee with the details of his re-
quirements on or before the 25th of
each math for the supplies to be
made in the succeeding month.

4. Al transactions of the Club
shall bein cash. To avoid payment
of cash tvery time a supply is made,
a Purchse advance roughly approxi-
mating to the value of his monthly
Purchase shall be paid by the mem-
ber on r before the 5th of the month
to whith the supply refers. This
amoun{ will be adjusted to the monthly
bill of ;he member in case no indent
is receved for supply in the succeed-
ing mmth.

5. The supply of goods will be
made as far as possible on the days
specifbd in the indent.

6. Distribution of Surplus. Out
of the surplus (profits) of business
transactious, a part (10 per cent.) shall
be credited to the Reserve Fund; a
part (10 per cent.) to the Common
Good Fund ; and the remainder shall
be distributed to the members in cash
according to the value of their indivi-
dual purchases.

7. The Reserve Fund shall be
indivisible at all times and is intended
to meet unforeseen losses. The Com-
mon Good Fund is intended to be used
for the dissemination of knowledge on
co-operative methods and principles
among the members, to give financial
assistance to poor and deserving
students resident in the Hall, and to
promote objects of a similar nature
agreed to by the members from time
to time.

All undistributed Dividend shall
be added to the Common Good
Fund.

The Club is now in an embryonic
stage and it is too early to predict its
future. Its growth obviously depends
on the co-operation of students, the
encouragement given by the members
of the staff and the sympathy shown
by the college authorities. Provided
these are forthcoming in an adequate
measure I feel convinced that the
Club will prove of immense benefit to
the resident members of each Hall.
The progress of co-operative business
may be expected to bring down the
cost of living for the residents of the
Halls. The Common Good Fund
may be used to promote the general
welfare of students. But these are
among the least part of the benefits
accruing from co-operative endeavour
to the students. In the words of a
friend of the movement: ‘ The Club
would offer the training ground for
the future leaders of the co-operative
movement in India. And the training,
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busu'xess.capacity and knowledge they
acquire 1n the successful working of
their societies are all assets of great
value when they enter life. Just as
the team spirit is cultivated in the
playing fields of every college, so can
the social qualities of service to each
other and of true fellowship be foster-
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ed by the Club. If the true signifi-
cance of the co-operative motto: ‘Each
for All and All for Bach ’ is properly
grasped and translated into practice,
some of the evils of the modern
Industrial System of business
economy based upon individual self-
seeking may be mitigated.

THE DOMESTIC LIFE OF THE MUGHA{
KINGS '

V. Trrus VARGHESE, M.A.

When we think of the past history
of a country like India we think
mainly of its kings and their manifold
activities. Among the dynasties that
ruled India in the past, the Mughals
hold & unique place. Students who
deal with the history of the Mughal
period dwell on the activities of those
Mings, their wars and conquests,
achievements and failures. It is not
often that we think of their domestic
life, because the purely private and
personal matters are naturally over-
looked when one’s imagination is
captured by the outward show and
splendour of these grand monarchs and
their vast empire. The domestic life
of the Mughal sovereigns is an inter-
esting subject well worth our study.
It is & record of strong affections and
prejudices, passion and love, intrigues
and assassinations. Contemporary
records left by Asiatic and European
writers as well as the memoirs of
some of the kings themselves afford
plenty of authentic material on the
subject.

The Mughals like most other
Mussalman kings were polygamous in
theory and practice. But this plu-
rality of wives and concubines does
not seem to have affected their domes-
tic felicity very much. On the other
hand some of the sovereigns at least
knew what it is to love a wife with
singular devotion. They found in
these beloved queens real partners in
life who shared with them the happi-
ness and luxury of the palace as well
as the trials and hardships of a life in
the campor in exile. The way in
which some of the Mughal queens
and princesses served their lords and

assisted them in their kingly duties
will evoke any ecritic’s admiration.
But it is not only the relations be-
tween the kings and their consorts
that deserve our attention. The
relations that existed between the
kings and their sons as well as those
between princes and princesses of the
blood royal are equally interesting.
Very often the whole family circle
played an important part in state
affairs and shaped the course of
history.

If we examine the subject carefully
we shall not fail to note a gradual
deterioration in these mutual rela-
tionships. The family lives of the
earlier kings like Babarand Humayun
were not characterised by the jealousy,
squabbles and blood feuds which we
invariably see in the case of the later
kings. Babar, the founder of the
dynasty was an ideal husband and
father. His love for his children was
unbounded. When his eldest son
Humayun was sick he was very
anxious about him and tried all avail-
able medicines, but with no effect.
Upon this a famous saint Mir Abul
Baqa advised him to offer to God the
most valuable thing that he possess-
ed. Some of the courtiers suggested
a very precious diamond which he
had but he thought that it was a poor
compensation for his son’s life, and
hence offered his own life as a
supreme offering to God with solemn
vows and prayers. The result was
that Humayun recovered and Babar
died. :

Babar’s last injunction to his son
Humayun was to deal kindly with his
brothers and he fulfilled this promise
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mnspite of all the provocation, ingrati-
tude and open hostility of those
wretched brothers. If his brothers
had stood loyally by his side he might
hga,ve been able to avoid the defeat,
flight and life in exile which
happened to him later. Humayun’s
consideration for his brothers stands
In contrast with the unbrotherly con-
duct and deeds of later Mughal
kings. His wanderings through the
desert regions of Rajputsna, Sindh
and Baluchistan in the company of
his wife and other faithful attendants,
the birth of his son Akbar during
this period of hardship, and other
such incidents are all pathetic scenes
In the life drama of this unlucky
mqna.rch, but their sadness is greatly
relieved by the devotion of the royal
couple to each other,

The family life of the great empe-
ror Akbar was not devoidgof unh&p%ey
features in spite of his great nobilit y
and goodness. He was very much
attached to all his relatives.

Though. he was obliged to dismiss
from service his maternal uncle Bai-
ram Khan who had helped him in his
minority period he showed great kind-
ness to Bairam’s son Abdur Rahman
and raised him to the highest dignity
in the empire, that of Khani Khanan,
When a foster brother of his was
punished by him lightly for repeated
offences he is recorded to have gaid
¢ Betweer} me and Aziz is a river of
milk which I cannot cross’. Al] his
three sons Salim, Daniyal and Murad

proved refractory but he was very

Indulgent towards them. Hig first
born, Sa.hn;, the child of his vows and
prayers, grieved him by his unworthy
conduct and deeds. Like Absalom of
old he tried to establish himself as
kmg during the life time of his father.
This was of course a futile attempt
and Akbar forgave him. Salim got

reconciled with his father like Prince
Hal when the latter was on his death-
bed and the aged monarch himself
invested his son with the insignia of
royalty. Tt is interesting to note that
in his later life Jehangir cherished the
highest regard for his great father.
In his famous memoirs he often refers
to his father in terms of affection and
reverence. On one occasion he says
‘The good qualities of my revered
father are beyond the limit of approv-
al and the bounds of praise’. Spesk-
ing of his picty he says, ‘ he never by
a hair’s breadth placed his foot beyond
the base of humility before the throne
of God . . and never for one
moment forgot God’,

Jehangir, who like the other
Mughal kings, was very fond of fruit
regrets on onc occasion that his dear
father was not ablo to get some of
the rare varities of fruits which he
obtained. He says in his memoirs,
‘ Merchants came from Persia and
brought pomegranates of Yazd and
melons from Kariz, which are the
best ........ I had never had
such melons and pomegranates. As
my revered father had a great liking
for fruit, I was very grieved that such
fruits had not come to Hindustan
from Persiu._ in his victorious time,
thut he might have onjoyed and
profited by them.’

Jehangir honoured his father's
memory by building & grand mau-
soleum for him at Sikandra, near
Agra. Referring to a visit he paid to
'ﬂilsw to::xb, lt}e records in his memoirs

ent on foot on my pilgrimage to
il?e enlightened mausgiesmgof thg late
h:;% tg, :t ha.?1 btfp possible I would
erse i
Gyf'}lushes and hea.dl.i’l roud with my
ehangir's family life wa of
romance, A pleasgre-seekersb;uam-
perament, a man of whims and
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passions who had little regard for
human personality, the emperor
Jehangir was profoundly influenced
by his wife Nur Jehan, ‘the light of
the world’. This imperious, self-will-
ed, intelligent and highly cultured
queen is certainly the most striking
‘female character’ in the whole
course of Mughal history. All con-
temporary  chroniclers, including
European travellers like Sir Thomas
Roe, have testified to the tremen-
dous influence that she wielded over
the emperor, and on state affairs.
She ditected the whole government,*®
made and unmade nobles, and once
even redeemed the person of her
husband from the clutches of the
enemy. Aesthetic taste, literary
talents and generous patronage of
arts and letters were equally remarka-
ble. Few kings in history whether
in ancient or modern times, have been
helped more efficiently in the task of
government than was Jehangir by
Nur Jehan. But inspite of her
talents and capacity Nur Jehan was
gelfish and ambitious and indulged
too much in court intrigues. She
was the centre of a family clique
that controlled Yhe affairs of state the
other prominent agents being her
father Itinmad-douls and her brother
Asaf Khan. Jehangir's sons Khus-
rau, Khurram, Parviz and “Shariyar
rose or fell in royal estimation
according as she wanted. The Italian
traveller Pietro della Valle who visited
India in 1623 says of Jehangir’
thus :—¢ He hath one wife or, queen
whom he esteems and favours above
all other women; and the whole
empire is governed at this day by her
counsel.’

Nur Jehan'’s generous and charita-
ble temperament has been praised by
the contemporary chronicler Muham-
mad Hadi in unmeasured terms.

He says, ‘She was liberal and just to
all who begged her support. She was
an asylum for all sufferers and help-
less girls were married at the expense
of ‘her private purse.’

Jehangir’s relations with his sons
were far from happy. His eldest son
Khusrau who revolted against him
in spite of the advice of his mother
who died in consequence, was cruelly
treated by him. This unfortunate
prince’s life in confinement, blinded
and disgraced, is a tragedy relieved
only by the love and devotion of his
wife to whom he was very mudh
attached. .

Jehangir had also much trouble
from his second’son Khurram who at
oné time had attained the height of
royal favour and later had lost it.
He succeeded however in securing the
crown at the death of his father.
On ascending the throne he is said to
have ordered the execution of all
princes of the blood royal so that
there should be no rival claimant
anywhere. Shah Jehan sowed wind
and reaped a whirlwind in due
course. Theé contemporary historian
Md. Salih Kambu tries to justify the
political executions of Shah Jeban in
the following words:—* It is entirely
lawful for the great,sovereigns to rid
this mortal world of their brothers
and other relations, whose very’
annihilation is conducive to common
good ...... The leaders, spiritual
and temporal, justify the total eradi-
cation of rival claimdnts to the
fortunate throne on grounds of ex-
pediency and common weal.” Neither
Kautilya nor Macchiavelli could have
surpassed this writer in his political
theories! The murdér of possible
rival claimants to the throne by
the successful monarch js & very
common and revolting features of
Muslim rule in India. The medieval
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history of Europe may afford some Mistress of the imperial  household.
parallel, but never to the same horri- She was given the title of ¢ Padisha
ble extent. N Begum ' and she managed the cdurt
Shah Jehan's domestic life like that * affairs with conspicuous ability trying
of his father was dominated by,the her best to prevent discord and
personality of his chief queen Arju- strife among her headstrong brothers.
mand Banu Begum, generally known The tender care with which she
88 Mumtaz Mahal, ‘the light of nursed her father during his scven
the palace’, a datghter of Asaf Khan, years of captivity in Agra fort and
the brother of Nur Jehan. She the earnestness with which she tried
equalled her aunt in beauty, charm to bring about & reconciliation be-
and wifely devotion, but in sweetness twgen the father and son are touching
of charncter and personal virtues she episodes in Mughal history. Sir
outshone her predecessor. If she was Richard Temple says, ¢Jahanara's
lebs capable than Nur Jehan she, was sname will ever adorn the pages of
also less selfish andsintriguing. She history as a bright example of filial
brought light to many o distressed attachment and heroic self-devotion to
home by her persondl pleading with the dictates of duty." After the death
the emperor. Mumtaz served her of Shah Jehan Aurangzeb took her
lord with singular love and devotion back to her old place as Begum Sahib
and bore to him fourteen children of and showed great respect to her
whom only seven survived infantile inspite of the freedom that she took
mortality. After & wedded life. of sometimes to offer unwanted though
infinite bliss covering a comparatively wise advice to him. Jahanara's
short period of nineteen years the charactor and services shine in
illustrious queén breathed’ her last contrast to those of her younger sister
soon after her last confinement. Raushanara, a jealous, scheming and
Shah Jehan who was profoundly vindictive princess.
affected with sorrow at the death of European travellers like Manucci,
his well beloved queen, erected the Bernier, Manrique, Peter Mundy and
magnificent Taj Mahal over her grave Tavernier have retorded many horri-
as a standing monument of: his un- Lle scandals wbout the private life of
bounded love fqr her. It is redlly Shah Jehan. Even the princesses of
unfortunate that after the death of the court have not escaped these gross
Mumtaz, Shah Jehan gave himself up scandals® But modern scholars who
to & life of ease and sensuous pleasures have made a ‘deep study of the subject
leaving the task of government to his assert that these scandals were based
sons and chief nobles. on street gossip and not quige reliable.
In Mughbl times it was not gener- * It is true that some of the princesses
ally the empress consort that was'the of the palace were not married but
first lady of the realm but the widowed conteniporary Muhammadan chroni-
molt.Iher or an elder sister of the king clers say that they all alike led devout
;ce‘:iJeh&tI:) and MumtazMahal were  and virtuous lives in accordance with
ptions to this rule, but the latter the tenets of Islan * spending theix

lived to share the throme of the time in religi i
relig 1Xe ilan-
husband for four years only. After thropic de;fi;?“s exercises and phil.a.n

her death her eldest dau
{ ghter Jaha- The mutual relati
nara was made by the emperor the four soms of Sh;hat?ezsan .?fD:ll'::
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Shuja, Aurangzeb and Murad deserve
the severest condemnation. It is one
of the tragedies of Indian history that
the children born to & couple between
whom an almost superhuman love
existed, should have tried to destroy
one another in the maner in which
these princes did. The story of the
war of succession in which Aurang-
zeb managed to get rid of all his
brothers and nephews is too well
known to be recorded here. Aurang-
zeb had little regard for the life of
any of his rivals and caused great
sorrow "to his aged father himself
whom he kept in confinement for
seven years, .

Aurangzeb enjoyed to a full
measure the fruit of his conduct.
This Puritan emperor who had four
wives and several children was more
unhappy in his family life than any
of his predecessors. Suspicious and
jealous by nature, he never trusfed any
of his soms. No wender then, that
they in turn were driven to revolt and
intrigues. One of his sons Muazam,
who rebelled was confined to life-
long imprisonment, another, Akbar,
joined the ranks of the enemy in
despair and later fled away to Persia
and died abroad The misconduct of
Azam caused so much gvief to his
mother that she died in consequence.
Even Kam Baksh, the best loved of
his sons, did not escape his severe
digpleasure at times. The last days
of Aurangzeb were as sad and lonely
a8 could be imagined. He did not
want any of his sons to be near him
for fear that they might poison him,
The letters that he wrote to them
during that period reveal very clearly
the utter grief and despair that had
filled his mind.

The sons of Aurangzeb followed in
his footsteps and fought for the throne
until oply one survived. The same

story of civil strife and mutual
annihilation we find during the subse-
quent period also until the dynasty
ceased to hold the throne of Delhi.
From the above account it is clear
that the story of the domestic life of
Mughal sovereigns is a thrilling record
of passion and romance, strife and
cruelty. *How are we to account for
this unhappy and unnatural state of
things ? 'Was it due to lack of educa-
tion and culturein the royal family ?
Certainly not. The Mughals took
great care to give a sound education,.
literary as well as religious, to their
childgen. . Bakhtawar Khan, the
learned Muslim historian and traveller
writes of Aurangzéb’s household as
follows :—* The emperor has given s
very liberal’' education to his noble
children who by virtue of his atten-
tion and care have reached to the
summit of perfection and made great
advances in rectitude, devotion and
piety. . . . Through his instruction
they have learnt the Book of God by
heart. . . , . In like manner. the
dadies of the household also according
to his orders have learpt the funda-
mental and necessary tenets of religion.
The practice of polygamy . and
promiscuous marital:connections may
be mentioned among the causes of
domestic strife. But that was not all.
The absence of a defmite law of suc-
cession among the Mughals was
another important factor that so often
induced wars of succession. There

- weresalso other potent factors ltke the

existence of rival’ factions in. the
realm, religious rivalry, and conflict-
ing racial interests. Yet through the
mist of all this strife and discord
we can sce streaks of bright light;
and it 18 well that we should remem-
ber the greatness and the humanity
of these men who made, history in
India. )



THE BLACK BOX

By

8. P. Avpasamy, Class IV. Gr. IV. B.

Captain Jack Rawlins of the 53rd
Fusileers, which was stationed in
Madras from 1872-5 picked up the
most unusual friends. It is not often
that officers of English regiments
Indulged in pative acquaintances, but
this i8 precisely what Rawlins did.
He was besides a most unaccountable
fellow, who delighted in maving
about by himself, with & straw in his
wnouth, or roaming through the dark,
dingy streets of Black Town. The
officer’s mess teased him about dusky
belles who left their door ajar, but this
scarce evoked & smile from our
taciturn captain. He spent all his
money on curious objects in wood and
metal which he picked up for next to
nothing. His room was littered with
these curios. Yet it was these charace
teriatics that involved hinwin the most
fortunate adventure.

One evening Captain Rawlins saun-
tered to Black Town in his careless,
shambling way. At the mouth of
Armenian Btreet he found s, fairly large
crowd gathered round an ill-clad fellow
who was disposing of & number of odds
and ends, which he extracted from
an old packing case. It was & sort
of priiitive auction where the highest -
bidder who paid tash was entitled to
the article. Rawlins, asusual, elbow-
ed his way through the crowd, and
stood contemplating thd battered
wares offered for sale.

Suddenly the anctioneer held up &
curious-looking black box. It was
made of some dark metal, but the
curious fact of jt was that it had no

keyhole or hinges. It seemed to be
all box and nothing else. Rawlins'
interext was awakencd, DBut as he
stepped forward to examine it more
olosely, & suave and well-dressed
Mohammodan merchent bid two
rupees for it,

‘Three rupees’ said Rawlins

* quickly.
‘Three  rupeos cight annas’
cried the Mohammadan.
* Four rupees .
* Five ',
‘Bight '
‘Ten', *Fifteen’, *Twenty '

The, two men found themselves
bidding at a tremendous rate for this
scemingly useless black box. But
there was an air of Buppressed cager-
ness about the merchant, who fidget-
ted with his money. Finally Rawlins
called his maximum~-¢ Rifty rupees’ ;
he had no more with him. The
Mohammadan counted his money, but
he could ' not over-bid. Hawlins
hundpd over the notes, and thrust the
box into his pocket. As he made his
way through the crowd he wet the
Mohammadan werchant again, who
swiled ingratistingly.

_ ' Bahib, like the box 7' He seked
in his pidgin-Eanglish.

‘Yes, yos,' snid Rawlins, ¢ it has
& mysterious air about it.'

‘I too think it funny,’ said the
merchant, ¢ Therefore I bid; I came
o see, but I not brought money,
enough,’

They walked along to ether, talking,
to First Line Bea.clig, \ghere Bawline
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stepped into , Raymonds, Military
Tailor and Outfitter, while his friend
salaamed and went on. A salesman
named Bolton, was a chum of his, so
he dropped in there now'and again for

achat. While they were talking across .

the counter, Rawlins told him of his
purchase, and showed him the box..

1 wonder what it contains’ said
Bolton, shaking it-dubiouqu. Some-
thing muffled moved inside. ‘Any
way keep it in a safe place, or your
Rs. 15 will be stolen money,” coun-’
gelled Lie, *for Black Town abounded
in pickpockets and thieves.” =~ '

¢ All right, here it is, keep it In &
safe place yourself ; put it'in the safe,’
rejoined Rawlins, thrusting thé box
into his friend’s hands. Bolton stuff-
ed the thing into the capacious pocket
of his over-all. .

It was gettihg dark as Rawlins

. ambled casually through the dim

alleys at the back of Firgt Liine Beach,’
the street in which he found himself
seemed deserted. But suddenly he
wes oconfronted by three villainous
men brandishink stioks.
the. first with @ powerful right hand

blow, but a heavy cudgel struck his

head and made his brain whirl. He

fell to the ground, and Jost conseious-

ness.

When he recovered, he felt his
pockets. - Money he had none to lose;
and even his pistol had not been
taken. Bus as he picked himself
up, he gradually and dimly recollect-
ed that a fourth man had come up
just as he fell, & well-dressed 'Mohan}~
medsn. Musingly he retrieved his
cap from the gutter, and set off for
the barracks, :

He looked much the worse for
wear as he enterod the quadrangle.®
His uniform was soiled and torn, his
face swollen on one side, and his hand
bleeding. His brother officers twitted

He felled .

« him about his battered and war-worn
condition, but he offered no egplana-
tion.

Early next morning, he saddled his
horse and rod® over t¢ Raymonds. .
What was his surprise when he found

" his friend Bailey of the Police and a
poste of constable around the shop!
The whole place was in confusion,
But he stopped Bolton who whas
wandering about aimlessly.

¢ What's all this?" he demanded
withoyt ceremony. .

¢ It seems to me to have been a haif-
hearted sort of burglary,’ said his
friend. ‘The safe was broken into, and
about fifty rupees stolen. Luckily the -
rest was in bills and documents. The ¢
till was smashed, and the manager’s
desk raided, but nothing very serious
seems to be missing; that's the fun-
niest part of it.’ -

¢ What happened to that box I
gave you yesterday ?* demanded Raw-
lins. ‘

$ Oh, I forgot all about it, I didn’t
put it in the safe at all. Itmustbe in
my over-all pocket,’ gried, Bolton. He

. went in and fetched his over-all from

which .he drew the box, which he
handed to Rawlins. But Rawling’
mind was far away. He was thinking
of the fourth man who had came up,
as he fell, the previous evening. - He
took the box, and marched off with-
out a word, leaving Boiton staring
after him. . .

Rawling rode straight to Mount
Rond. |, Dismounting at Barclgys,
jewellers and armourers, he strode in.
Handing the black box to s salesman,*
he asked what it would cost to have
it opeded. While the salesman was
turning it round in his hands, Mr.
Barclay himself came out of his
office. '

* What's this 2’ he asked, taking the
box snd examining it interrogatively,
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Inoment’s consideration he gaiq
think there ig something valuable in
this. It looks like a box which has
been sealed up in g covering of some
sort of alloy. It must be opened care-
fully, not to damage the contents, I
shall charge you, sir, after the work is
done, for it may be easy or difficult.’

' When will it be ready ¥ demand-
ed Rawlins.

‘0, tomorrow morning.’
. Captain Rawlin
time for parade.
to his room he ;
Mohammadan m
*door.

* Good morning, Sahib,’ he gaid.

“ I'like to see Sahib for g few minutes.’

‘T'm sorry ’ suid Rawlins, ¢ have

to goon'parade just now. Byt come
again this evening. I ghall be in,
then.’
That evening the werchant came
at 5 p.m. and Rawling scated him in
his room and called for tea. They
talked first of this anq that. But
after a time the merchant asked what
he had done with the black box he
had bought the previous day.

‘Oh, I've got it * said Rawlins non-
committally,

I want to buy it, Sahib,’ said the

Iman persuasively. <1 did no, tell,
Sahib, before, but it bcl(mgs to my
family for a long time, and T like (o
keep it. I shal) pay Rs, 75

* No,’ said Rawling, ¢«
to sell it.’ .

‘Do you know what is inside ?

* “No Sahib,” said the merchant, but
it contains, I, think, a relic, and a
secret. 'Will, Sahib, sell for Re. 100

‘My friend,” said Rawlins, “it is
not for rale, at any price,’

After a few further attempts at

conversation the merchant left with g
clouded brow.

8 rode in just in
But as he hurried
net his friend the
erchant near his

I do not want
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You want it opened ?”  After o .

Rawling usually  glept sonndly(i

But the events of these two day» ha
troubled him. He awoke at about
tWo in the morning hearing someoné
moving about'the next room. A faint
light came through the half-shub
door. Ife pulled his  pistol from
under his pillow and crept forward
Noisclegsly. A man  crouched nest
his open trunk with a small s_hu.ded
light.  Rawlins crept closer. But he
touched an unsteady table, and the
man turned round.  With a sudden
cry he leapt at Rawling with aknife.
But Rawlins fired. At that close
range jt was impossiblo to miss. The
man crunpled up and fell.
The noise brought his orderly to
the spot in a moment. Together they
lita lamp and cxamined the man. It
wag the merchant; he was dead.
They left him as he was, however,
and fustencd the window through
which he had entered. Rawlins
asked the orderly to send away any-
one who had been aroused and
attracted to the spot, and went back
to bed. .

Next morning, he segt for Bailey
of the Police, Inspector
arrived with g couple of men, and
Rawlins told him hig story, ‘The
black box ' said Rawlins ‘ must un-
ruvel  this mystery.  1f you W‘!l
wait for half an hour I shall got 1b
from Barclays,’ suid Rawling, making
for the stables. .

As he entered the shop Mr. Barclay
beamed at him.. ¢ I've uncarthed 8
little nest ege for you,” he declared,
bringing forward o little casket of
sandalwood inlaid and cmbossed with
gold.  “ Hore is a key that I found in
the black case, I have not opened it.’

Rawling thanked him, paid the bill,
and hurried back to the Fort,.

‘ Here we are, ° said ho, ‘now we
shall sce.’ With Bailey at.his elbow,

Bailey-
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inser key, and threw l_oack
‘?}fe ullisde.lte%oi%e mer); flinched a ht.t,lei
The casket was lined with beautx}u
red velvet on which lay a mas'bll\('ie
gold ring with an enormous emerald,
but the setting of the rmnga,skla
loathsome object. It was the L.nEcthg
of a man’s finger cut off, on whic

Ing remained. '
rm‘g yellow piece of paper caﬁef:oltli
folded also lay in the box. b oon-
tained some Kagaresf% llicv?sp-
lated as :
m%XI'g?st;?::rla\:&s stolen by the mfln
on whose finger it 1s now 'seeg.nmn ;
has betrayed a Rani, and ruine oI
honest men. He 1s my sw)xr;lelznbe by,
and if I am assassinated 1t Wi y
is instigation.’ .

hlbltfnsvtv]z{;s signed by the Raja of

we... The name of the Raja

mea,nt nothing to Rawlins, but every-

ing ailey.
thl‘lllgifl()rl’lt? y01}17 hear of the theft Odfl
the jewel box which the Raja l;ial
sent by & special messenger to :
Imperial Bank? The Raja dwzo
murdered a few ;nonths later, 31}
trace of his assailant was foun ¢ the

Bailey went to the body 0f he
merchant, and sure enough the four
finger of his left hand was mlssmgl..

With the Inspector’s help Raw 1n§
wrote a report of the ma,tterRap
forwarded it to the present  Raja.
He received In return a letter com-
missioning him to place the rnﬁg in
the Imperial Bank, and draw there-
from a reward of Rs. 10,000.

Murder will out.



ON HERMITS

By Kuryan Asrauaxn, Class 111 B. Se. Group 2.
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In a land like India, where we are the benefit of the world they have ""="‘="=‘ ' s 5 ey RnaDAE .
often confronted with sanyasis and cast off. Neights of Wlls “qq
gurus at every turn, we are often The underlying reason however for shown thuy: *30 ws, , -
struck by the spirit of sacrifice with their adoption of this mode of life 18 Approximate « Ve f‘\
which they seem to beimbued. Fame, essentially selfish, in that by their heights - ~(e19) %.!m are) K ey o,
wealth and honour appear to have piety, by their sacrifice of worldly " P
no place in their thoughts. Their comforts, they seek the aa!mt_ion of "-:N,‘,,._,,-;.'
piety and their disregard of personal their own souls. It is strange, indeed, (220 ) K~ 4 ® f
comforts srouse our admiration that people should not notice this T 210) JXcheanehet RS
and lead us to consider their mode selfishness in the people they revere, 2 I /
of life & most exemplary one and I sny sclfish, for it should be

such is the opinion of the world at
large.

Their devotion, for ome thing, i»
worthy of example—for what is

our aim in hife not merely to save our
own selves, but to go out into the
world, to. do for others what, in our

L]
Riikarada O 0

o o000

Kadappesi
innate selfishness, we would do for o~ LRCAdEE Y o

devotion but & total surrender of ourselves. This is the truo forget- 9 : cm'au‘:.ku-
oneself ? fulness of self—not to retire from the 1 I

But should we follow their ex- world and effcet our own saivation, { o'e -
amople ? I for one am frankly not of but to go out to God’s own garden of Tmbatnlso ooy -
thet opinion, I hold that most the world, where our hands could 4 o = B
sanyasis are, in reslity, selfish-minded. minister to a drooping flower : where i 7% JE N j ,
This assertion has to be qualified by we could clear o blighted plant of the Tty Hudras - = s;“‘!"
the word wost, for thers are some weeds that choke it, and help grow o Cittas
exceptions who seek after wisdom for  its life as its Maker wished it to live. #

MAKE AND KEEP US TRUE TO THEE

O heav'nly Father, hear Thy children’s ¢
Our hearts are faint and frail, and we ar
ptations’ load we sigh,

ry:
e weak ;

. e "

- Viewvanjee M
Mebhedn ) [ 3
3 ‘w
/ ! O) Pyper¢ “ al ! B‘“Mbiﬂrgn
7 ,al‘i) 8 ih}&kw
As under our tem ¢
|

‘s RY
O Iet us hear Thee pitifully speak ; /
Give us abundant health and happiness, P

e L
A A < Jua % a 'ﬁ
nd strength to conquer every ovil thought ; £ ! mgrndas Aqaram
Remove from us all our unworthiness; £y y
Let chast'ning works in us be by Thee wrought ; ‘o Newaapbikdeam
Forgive our past, dear Loxd, and make and keep L
Our hearts unalterably true to Thee ;

A g, .
May the love of our hearts for Thee be decp, !
And true, and last till ol eternity :

- Qh
; "‘&%" fevy
Then will our hearts be bound in perfect love !
Most like that which exists in heav'n above.

Jay C. Onrg,



AN ENQUIRY INTO THE ANTIQUITY,
THE USES AND THE RELIGIOUS
SIGNIFICANCE OF VADAI

By VEnkATARAYAN, Class IV, Gr. TV-B.

Cookery is an art that has been
evolved very early in the cultural pro-
gress of man, and Vadai is one of the
articles of food the importance of
which has been recognized early by our
Rishis. It is one of the most famniliar
and delicate articles of food of the South
Indian Brahman, and a thing without
which he cannot do. He is the leader
In setting fashions in bakery, and
nincty-nine per cent. of our hotels are
in Brahmen bands. In this twen-
tieth century Vadai has been subject-
ed to & good deal of unfair criticism,
espectally at the hands of students.
They know' perfectly well that the
primary object of all production is
consumption, and man can consume,
a8 he can produce, only utilities.
Whe_n they pay for a Vadai they
consider thab they are only investing
for further production of wealth in-
creasing their capacity as agents there-
of, The second object of Vadai, they
seem to consider, is to serve as an
effective substitute for a stone. It is
e..fa'.mxlmr sight to see our friends
hitting one another with Bondas and
Vadais and it is easy to calculate the
pleasure they derive therefrom .

Bonda gives quarter anna worth of
pleasure and Vadai half anna worth.
Next,- Vadai and Bonda are handy
terms of abuse. I need not go a long
way o quote instances. The pet
appellation of Bonda is at once ap-
plied to a plump friend at college or
school. The familiar cry *‘Vadai’

could casily be heard from any
Knglish-classroom, which is like the
broad bottoined sca, where students are
taught in masses (* mass-education '?).
A student can confidently plunge into
it and pursue his favourite hobby of
teasing his  lecturer or professor.
Vadai should never be treated 0
slightingly if gratitude and good sense
should mean for anything, and sinco
matters have always n tendency to
develop T have thought it well to
vindicate the honour of Vadai by
giving its origin and history.

Vadai had & glovious past and com-
manded the vespect of kings and em-
perors ; hundreds of gencrations of
men before us bowed their heads in
respect to Vudui. Our ancestors did
full justice to it not only in the ent-
g of it but in tho handling of it
too, for it is & common complaint
with our elders that odern youth
lacks appetite. Students at NALANDA
and Taxina, I presume, would never
have taken a Vadai or a Bonda a6 &
proper substitute for a stone.

The origin of Vadai secems to be 8
matter of some controversy among &
section of scholars. Some hold the
view that Vadai is entirely of Dravi-
dian origin, whereas some other scho-
lars hold the other view that it is
decidedly Aryan; but they all agreeo
In this that the Vadai satisfies one of
the urgent needs of man --hunger.
But most of our literati seem to think
that Vadai is an invention of our
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South Indian Brahmans. Nothing
could be further from the truth than

this. Vadai has & history of its own’

and seems to have existed several
centuries before Christ. Only, the
hotel Aiyar took what he found in
ordinary use and showed his gemus
in improving upon it. He calls it
Medu Vadai, Thairu Vadai (other-
wise known as Amavadai), Keera
Vadai, Malagu Vadai, .Ven_gu,ya,
Vadai, Masala Vadai, ad infinitum.
In some cases he has so succeeded in
altering its shape that he has given a
new interpretation to it altogether.
Vadai is found in South India and
is accepted on all hands as an estab-
lished Dravidian article of food.
All Dravidians, the Andhras, the
Tamilians, the Kanarese and the
Malayalees know it, and feel proud
of their heritage. The Telugus call
it by two names ; the Nellore people
call it Vada and the Sarcarians—the
Andhras proper --call it Gaire. In the

Tamil land 1t is called Vadal and in

the Kanavese districts Garige. In
Sanskrit books we find the Vadal
mentioned as Vadakam. It is too
well known in the vernaculars and it
is unnecessary to give references. The
Sangkrit name Vatakam occurs in all
the Purénas especially the Skanda
Purina and the Bhavishyottarn
Purfina. The definition of Vadai is
this. *That article of food whicb is
shaped like the leaf of & Vata (banian)
treo is called a Vataka by the
learned.’

Here comes the doubt whether
Vadai is of Dravidiun or Aryan origin
for the definition has the Aryan finish,
Let us see. : )

The shape of the V.a.ta,ka. 18 note-
worthy, Description® 18 needless but
the hele in the centre’ ig nnporta,r_lt ;
for it has a forgotten history behind
it coming from a veny ancient past.

Let us turn to its religious signifi-
cance. It is a special offering to the
Pitris, the dead fathers. On all the
days of the Pitri cercmonies the
Vataka forms an important item of the
offerings. 'The usual saying is that
there 15 no Mahabharata without
Karna, and no ceremony to the Pitris
without a Vataka.

Not only the Pitris but even the
Gods like the Vataka. It is a favour-
ite offering to the God Kalabhairava,
the God of Time, who has a dog to
carry him. (This is no matter of
regret for this dog is as good as a
horse.) The speciality with this God
of Time is this: he wants a regular
garland of Vatakas and it is the
practice all over India. The God
Anjaneya the famous character of
Ramayana is another who is equally
fond of Vatakas. Let us nop forget
God Vinayaka for we are obliged to
him for one day’s holiday in the year,
Among the several items that interest
him Vadai is one. :

The religious importance of Vata-
kam lies with the Brahman classes
more than with the rest. The Brahman
institutions are entirely Aryan. The
Tamilians have & separate culture and
pricsthood. If some of the Brahmans
speak any of the Dravidian languages
it is because they have settled in the
Dravidiem land. None of the Tamil
sacred books which are purely Dravi-
dian seems to mention the Vatakam.

Thesc religious ceremonies are called
Vratas in Sanskrit ; the Tamil word
is Nombu, and the Greck word and
practice of Nuwmen are equally sug-
gestive. The Purajas strictly pre-
scribe the number of Vatdkas to be
off¢red to the Gods dn all these religi-
ous ceremonies. . In the worship of
Apanta .she number fourtegn is im-
portant. The flowers, the knots in

the sacred thread, must all be fourteen.



64

The number of cakes must be twenty-
eight made up of two fourteens, one

 fourteen to be given to the Purohit, the *

priegt, and the other fourteer
. retained by the devotee, onI)fl tf)o ﬁ
devoured by him in the company of
his family and friends. The God is
Vishnu and he is also the Serpent
God ; he is the Water-God and is asso-
ciated with the Moon. Scholars say
that this is the worship of the water-
god who ' is identified with the Moon
The phases of the Moon are fiftean.
But this matters not since thf;
numbers, 14, 15, and 16 oceur in all
the Puranas and are easily, by the
nature of the atories, interchangeable
In the Kaliks Purapa the body of the
goddess was cut by Brahma, Vishny
and (Sl»&tum into fourteen bits ; the
;;xx;ew;flaces of Siva wor.ship are
In many -of the Greek cities hig]
class women were in the h:bil:lgtg
performing a NUMEN. Astartes or
Astorar was the name of the goddess
with whom the number sixteen wasg

sacred. Bixteen women in g batch *

used to weave & clpth of si

length, and tie tﬁa.t (:.?‘t;t:e:o%?i:i:
: q}? the sixteenth day of the festival in

the month. The offerings were all
. of sixteen varieties. The cakes used

to be sixteen in number. Perhaps

they resembled .Vadai
Y our . Vadar! --Who

 Thers are geveyal bther comranidas
of Vadai whosb history ma.y!,mi?mvx:: PR

study them; throw some }i
antiquity of ‘Vadai. Senamugxgtp?):vfll'el:
and balls of sesamum powder are
ithportant in soije cerempnies. Fven
zfovlvn i(sill;esé are obsérved in many parts
of Ind 8. Especially girls in Hindn
amilies observe cartain Vratas.in
which they sre given abumdance of
;:e;a.gnnm powder with sugar to eat.
BSMEPRORM, » Greek Numax,

® -
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strongly resembles our South Indian
Vratam of Nagal-Chaviti.

The first canto of Kathasarith,
Sagera, the famous story book of
Bomadeva of the 1lth century men-.
tions the story of a Brahman called
Varsha who happened to be ®
recipient of one such sésamum-cake
offering. The story reads thus: *In
this town (Pataliputra, ie. Patns)
the ladies ‘have a peculiar practics of
making sesamum balls by mixing
them with jaggery and offering thems
to any foolish Brahman, No Brah-
man who has a sense of pride of
decency will receive it.. By this
offering those women believe that
they will not suffer from cold in
winter and heat in summer.! This
practice has much in common with
the Greek practice of THEsME-
PHORIA. '

Besides, these ceremonies have an
agricultural significance. The Moon
18 the God of plant-lifs. The Hindu

. 8criptures say that the: goddess and

the Moon are identical. Though the
Moon is & male in the books, it is &
female for all purposcs. The number
fifteén is already explained. The
image of the goddess bears the mark,
of the crescent moon on its forehead.
The dates of many of the agricuiturs!
feasts are fixed soccording to the
movements of the Moon. On all the
occasions when the Moon is wore
shipped the goddess too is worshipped.
e preparation of Dossi i a peculi-
arity with two ceremonies of the
Moon. Now! the study of eatsbles
makes us wonder whether every article
of food has got a significance. -
Schglars tell' us that in all ancient
cougot?:s of tiz:&vorld the cult of the
was largely in tice 1
;{E?ore_ Christ. * The Eg!;'r;ganv wo:tg-
Xhipped Inis, the Greeks Astartes, and
the Indians Bhakti, The practices
¢ T
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in their temples are strikingly similar.
The Vadai is & sex symbol of the god-

dess and by offering it to the'deity the
women expected that their bodies
would become strong. Only women
performed this ceremony in all coun-
tries both ancient and modern. The
Vaishhavites never ‘perform any of
the Vratas. All the temples in India
prepare the Vadai and Dosat and eat
them without knowing their signifi-
tance. The hole of the Vadai alone
preserves its history and it is rejected
witheut the hole for all religious

urposes.
? These facts take one far batk into
antiquity. To give the exact date of
Vadai is difficult, for the material at
my disposal 18 meagre. I can only
say with confidence that Vadai is as
old as the Shakti cult itself, and
neither more nor less. The goddess
cult was,in existence in Greece as

early as 2000 B.C, and in Egypt
3000'-8.0. ‘In India we have the
geveral Puranas to give us evidence,
but wafortunately the Vedas are silent
about the matter. It has been prov-
ed very recently that the heiroglyphic
inscriptions, found at Mohenzo Daro,
mentjoning the goddess AM, who
corresponds to Isis of Egypt, belong
to the Year (circa) 5610 B.c. Vadai
is always associated with the worship
of the goddess. By that time the
worship of AM seems to have
been well established in the Indus
valley. Hence I conclude, on the
basis of this evidence, that Vadai
wds existing so early as (circa)
5610 B. c. and might have been
originated at least a decade earlier
or even about 6700 B.c. I shall
.await further excavations and see
what light I can throw on this
important subject.




SYNGE AND HAUPTMANN

By G. JanseN, Hons. 8, Br. vi.

The instinct which produces drama
always succeeds in confounding those
who theorise about it. The attempts
of dramatists themselves to do so are
particularly unfortunate. W itness
Ben Jonson, or, at the other extreme,
Bhaw, or another Irish dramatist
8ynge. B8ynge’s opinion of what the
drama should be is contained in two
short prefaces, one to ‘ The Tinker's
Wedding ’ and the other to his most
important play ‘ The Playboy of the
Western World’. He says that,
primarily, the drama must stimulate
the imagination and that when it
becomnes argumentative or didactic it
has fallen into *the sere, the yellow
leaf' and forfiits its popularity:
‘ Analysts with their problems, and
teachers with their systems are soon as
old-fashioned as the pharmacopasia
of Galen,—look at* Ibsen and the

Germans.’” One of these Germans,’

the most eminent of them whom
Synge girds at so vehemently is
Gerhart Hauptmann, He begins
from premises exactly contradictory
to those of Synge and yet arrives at
essentially the same conclusion which
emphasises the fact that dramatic
theorising rivatiably.fails to explain
-the whole ttuth.

_-Hauptmann's plays, -especially his
- 1oost successful ones ¢ The Weavers,’
* Drayman Hehschel ' and ‘Michael
Kmmer’ are emphatically argumenta-
“tive and didactic yet they are vital
‘obd real. Synge talka about ‘the
' superb and wild'in reality ' but a

fellow-counfryman of Hauptmand, *

Speilhagen, said that ‘the hero

“ The Weavers ' is Necessity, Hunge? |
and Misery ’; Synge would say th";r:_
the play miust then be pallid'and -
joyless ’, and indeed, & failure ;. it m8Y..
be .joyless but it is certainly nob.

pallid and is magnificently sucoessful.
The method of treatment as well a8

the aime of these two men differ:

greatly,. Hauptmann, following, and
even advancingp on, Ibsen is extremely
realistic, even to the point of bru“;
lity. In his plays we have none ©

the means of representation by which
art achieves the illusion of life, sigoe
his art in fact vas no longer to create
the illusion of reality but was to BE
reality.. Now, in real life the conflict
of will with will, the crises of human
existence, are but rarely concentrated,
into o brief space of time or oulmi-
natd in a highly dramatic situation.
It follows that his masterpiece * The
Weavers’ has no dramatic conclusion.
It is akin to a searchlight directed at
random and suddenly arresting in it8
blinding glare a'scene of confljct and
of turmoil and of misery ; but before
the actign can be worked out the light
Bweeps on again, and the rest 18
silence. Opposed to this in * The
Playboy-of the Western World' the
interest is raised and lowered by
8 suctespion of orises, of seeming

climaxes, some of which are anly:

anti-climaxes. v

Contrast inevitably involves com-
parison and Synge and Hauptmsan ;

BUILBINGS IN 180
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agree as much on the details of their
craft as they differ in their aims.
They both draw largely on the distinc-
tive speech of the rural peoples in
their respective countries. ~With
Synge the beauty of his poetic diction
is especially remarkable and when
- the Playboy says * the holy prophets,

I'm thinking, do be straining the bars .

of Paradise to lay eyes-on the Lady
Helen of Troy, and she abroad,
pacing back and forward with a
nosegay in her golden shawl’ or
again when he speaks of ‘ pacing in
the dews of night, the times sweet
smells do be rising and you'd see &
little moon, may be sinking on the
hills * we may justly wonder whether
8ynge is not deliberately ‘ prettifying’
Irish dialects. He assures us how-
ever ‘I have used only one or two
words that I have not heard among
the country people of Ireland.’ In
fact he says quite dogmatically that
great periods in the world’s literature
must coincide with an outburst of the
popular imagination resulting in &
- spoken word that is ‘ fiery and magni-
ficent and tender . Hauptmann also
falls back, in ‘The Weavers’ and
* Drayman Henschel ' on his native
Silesian patois which reads vigorously
even in translation. Although Haupt-
mann does, in some of his plays, deal
with town-life for his greatest success-
es he gets the action among peasants
—the weavers of the Silesian uplands
among whom he was bred or, asin
* Drayman Henschel’ in the home of a
poor carrier. Synge, of course, writes
exclusively of the peasants and fisher-
men and rapscallion beggars of
Western Ireland.

But while the country folk of
Synge's plays are happy in their lot
in Hauptmann's they chafe restlessly
under an unfair social order. The
first act of ¢ The Weavers’ gives &

picture of poverty so starkly true

that the patronising attempts to
represent working-class life attempted
by Galsworthy and even Eugene
O'Neil appear forced and artificial,
It was Maupassant who said that the
majority of readers say to the author
¢« comfort me ; amuse me, fouch me,
make me shudder ; make me laugh'’
but only 8 few chosen spirits demand
of him ¢ show us the truth and noth-
ing but the truth’; Hauptmann is.
one who answers the latter request.
He is at times visited by flickering
dreams and can be as fanciful as
Synge, such as in ¢ The SBunken Bel}’
in which fauns and goblins play &
part; just as Synge could be, not
melancholy, yet certainly sober,
¢ Riders to the sea’, ¢ Deirdre of the
Sorrows' and the profoundly serious
play ¢ The S8hadow of the Glen’ have
& brooding sense of sweet sorrow
characteristic of the country of Cath-
leen ni Houlihan. But with extra-
ordinary gusto he  embraces
misfortune with as much delight as
iety.

Both these dramatists are equally
successful in dealing largely and
powerfully with atmosphere and
environment. Synge’s plays are redo-
lent with the scents and sentiments
of Western Ireland and one can fairly
smell the turf fires which figure so
often in the action of his plays.
In Hauptmann there is a pervading
sense of oppression, of potential nobi-
lity being refused 1its legitimate
expression.

Both in their own way are poets ;
in Hauptmann the poetry arises out
of the clash of character with charac-
ter, or the tragic grinding of & hostile
environment upon man; while in.
Synge the poetry of speech, extra-
neous to the action, is superimposed
upon the drama.
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These two dramatists then, differing
profoundly in their national charac-
teristios, aiming at totally different
ends,—imaginative richness in one,
unwavering sincerity in the other,—
yet using somewhat similar tools,
both contrive to be natural and true
to life—a life which for one is essen-
tially joyful but for the other heart-

rending in its inarticulate misery.
Ang this final identity, leading from
such opposed starting points proves
the truth of the original contention
that the drama is too big a thing to be
fitted into any preconceived frame-
work, least of all by practitioners of
the art.

AIYO!

We seribble and scrawl and scratch our jaws

And the papers flicker and fly

With never a breath and scarce a pause
Avogadro and Newton and Charles's laws
Ad]qotlve, pronoun, adverbial clause

Till the dribbling ink runs dry.

Pints and gallons of ink shall flow
From our faltering fountain pens,
Till our brains are empty of al} they know
And the fluttering piles of paper grow—
Gathered and tied and bundled they go
Where examiners lurk in their dens.

And all the names we have got by heart
And the facts we have triegd to )::mm,

Have faded away before the start,

And our heads will ache and eyes will smart

But we must continue to practiee the art

Ot passing our weekly exam !

INTER.

BUGS
By AV.S.

The other day, I opened my book
and sat on the wooden-chair in all
seriousness to read with some profit.
Scarcely had I waded through four
lines on the printed leaf, when I

began doing some automatical muscle-

control exerciss. Suddenly I stood
up, banged the chair on the ground,
shook my towel, pulled the ends of

my shirt and . . ... .. did many .

other performances. ‘What, am I a
lunatic?’ I asked myself. ¢No,’
I was fully convinced. Then why
all these? In my rage, I took the
chair again and dashed it on the floof.
I imagined that I was beating the
carpenter black and ‘blue for it was
he who sold it to me and I remem-
bered his words verbatim, ¢ Take this
chair, Bir, it is fire-proof, white-ant-
proof . . ., . bug-proof and burglar-
proof. . . .’

‘Did be say bug-proof?” I again
thought, ‘he would not have said s0;
for if the chair is bug-proof it is not
burglar-proof and if it is the opposite
thing, I am sure, the burglar will
not dare to touch it’ Bubt soon
I remembered he did not say both the
things.

Without waiting any more, I exam-
ined the chair thoroughly. Thou-
sand and one times even if I would
bang it, thousand and one bugs would
sit within its holes and not one
would fall! Then what is the use of
such attempts ? )

Many a crusade of liberation of my
life from the hands of the Bug
Demons proved futile. My first step
of avenging myself was to crush these
buge whenever and wherever I found

them with the help of whatever
came handy for the moment. I
scratched these tiny beings out of
nail-holes with the helpof pins. Ina
month the whole room, wall and floor,
were awfully stained. The room
was whitewashed completely. But,
nevertheless, the bugs were on the
increase | :

They crawled underneath my
pillow-covers and bed-sheets and
tested the durability of my skin to
the optimum limit. Forced by sheer
envy and nothing else, I desired to
test the tenderness of the skin of the
princess who, I had read in fairy
tales, could not go to sleep over a bed
of hundred and one coverlsts with' a
small-sised pea thrust under the
bottom-most coverlet. But poor me,
I should be reconciled to my lot. I
woke up in the night three or four
times, switched on the light, turned
my bed left and right, caught up the
enemies one by one and in the silent,
hushed-up, dark nights (but my room
was lit up) drowned them under
water in a glass, without mercy. All
these night-awakenings did not help
me in getting rid of the bugs.

Next the tables, chairs, book-cases
and books became the reguler haunts of
bugs. TUnderneath the bound calicos
of the books the bugs sallied forth to
and fro. All the time I could see
them moving within that long strip
of space, but try hard that I might,
fell into my hands to fall dead.
Prudently I engaged my holidays in
gun-bathing the books and mysslf also,
but to no avail. I feared sun-stroke;
but they cleverly evaded my every
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device to roast them under the sun
and carefully sailed round all the
space of the book.

Not that I failed completely in such
attempts, but that I did not succeed
completely worried me much, ¢ Will
not anybody advocate birth-control
to these unscrupulous beings ?’' I
asked one day. But soon recovering
frdm such sentiments, I addressed
myself, ¢ Screw your head tight, my
boy! Bugs are your inevitable
friends.’

These bugs have their own way in
introducing themselves to you. Just
look at these things. The little beings
sham death ; they secemto be fried
and utterly dried. Ay, pick one and
set it to meditate upon your skin!
You gladly enjoy the ‘blind-mouth’
working through your skin to work
upon your blood. You do not know
at first what it is doing. You watch
it bulge and bulge, colouring from red
to black and black to red and now
you see the blood quiver in its body
and it has swelled and swelled. It
has taken the nectar of your blood to
the full amount. My friend, till now
you stand with emiling face exhibit-
ing no horror nor alarm, and experi-
encing o pain. One drop more, it is
poisoned and your blood too. So
quite gladly it gives you a biting-fare-
well for it thinks your blood is not
anymore rich in vitamins A and D.
And only now you shake your arm.
Ah! ‘heavenly’' creatures doomed
to crawl in this cruel earth! Teach
man contentment for contentment is
embodied in yourself.

Does it not suggest to you, reader,
you can use a bug-alarm to switch
yourself up before dawn. Imagine a
quantity of dry quality bugs begin to
oara.te upon you simulteneously at
about 4-25 .a.m. and enjoy the
palatable dish of blood till 4~80 a.m.

That interval of time is enough for
them. Exactly at 4-30 a.m. they
thank you for your hospitality and
take leave giving you a polygamic
biting-farewell. Alert! You jump up
as though connected to a spiral ring !
But soon, recovering stability of
position and tranquillity of mind, you
heartily express your gratitude for the
good service of the bugs. Then
wherefore the question of awaking
you with ‘gongs’, ‘ bangs’, or * tings '
“tongs’ of clocks or tie-pieces ? Yot
can you expect all the bugs to parade
on you at the same moment ? That 18
for you to invent a device. Also, by
the same principle bugs help you to be
‘beware of pick-pockets ' in railway
journeys.

Yes, bugs are a proud possession
and a useful possession too! Yet how
many of you, readers, treat them with
more than ordinary contempt and
hostility ? That you are born eneies
of bugs is evident in your using that
word ‘bug’'. The lazy idlers who
are pillaging your money and thus
are incurring your displeasure and ill-
will are condemned by that word.
But it is cruel of you to compare their
attitude towards you with that of
bugs.

Few virtues have been more praised
by wise men than those that are
practised and taught to man as well
by bugs. Bug is the emblem of
contentment, generosity, patience,
sincerity and still other good qualities.

Oh! Lazy idlers! Think not that
the bugs are parasites like you. You
are parasites upon society ever bearing
the colours of ignominy and ingrati-
tude. You do no work but you want
to enjoy when others work. You do
no help, do not show pity nor feeling
of sympathy to the one whose re-
sources you are digging and wasting
unnecessarily when he is in misfortune.
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Reap the good lessons from bugs with-
out waste of time. They are industri-
ous, ingenious, self-helping and
contented. Once you enjoy their com-
pany, avarice will be a mile away from
you. - They drive off your laziness,
idleness, your awful sleep by bombard-
ing you on all sides. Sleeping men !
if you try o destroy the bugs disturb-
ing you and your sleep, they ‘will
test your patience and the result will
be you will become more patient than
before but the bugs not less. Or if
you try to show your stubbornness,
willingness to lie in bed and power of
endurance to these barmless creatures,
then woe unto you! The bugs won't
trouble themselves any more to remove
your bad habits. For, soon your blood
becomes impure and they do not

"haunt you. . So you have little chances

of forgetting your laziness and becom-
ing ingdeustrious. Cursed be the man
that is not a friend of the bugs, that
does not pay the respect dt_le to them !

Indeed, bugs are a valuable posses-
sion. Cultivate the bug-keeping habit.
It can be practised without much
difficulty. My fellow hobbyists,
simply collect the bugs, put them in
a glass bottle and preserve. They
will live for ever. If you are in any
way doubtful about this, let some of
them in your enemy’s room one night
and the next morning you ean see
them red-blooded and plumpy.

Dear readers, if you do not know
the use of your wonderful collections,
please send them to me. I am pre-
pared to accept them without any
obligation. I intend helping China
with these bug armaments. But to
invent a method by which bugs can
be used to destroy or-frighten the
Japanese is the duty of the Chinese.

It is quite true: bug is not a bug-
bear. No more death-knell to you,
tiny objects of beauty and wisdom !
Long live Bmperor Bug and his
happy subjects !



MERE GASSING
" By P 8. R,AMA.N, Class 11

. Have you ever tried to count all the
foolish questions yom ask in one single
day? Nay, you have not; evan if you
had, you would have never been able
to count the whole. There are so many
foolish questions, hundreds of them,
thet are being asked and being receiv-
od without even the slightest hesi-
tation. T'll give you some types
below.

The other day I was just gotting
down from the jutks when my uhcle
who was all the while watching me
getting down, asked s it Ramu ?
When did you arrive, boy?' I felt
like answering him ‘I eame yester-
day night, but preferred to gpend the
night in the jutka.’ ‘But I didn't
snewer him in this way. After all he
was my uncls,

1 like Liaurel and Hardy films very
much. 80 when the ¢ Way Out West’
was shown in Wellington I went to
attend that and there after much
hardship was able to get & nine-anna
ticket. I was just sented with the
‘pansupari’ in my hands when I
saw that Narayanan was also sitting
therejust in front of me. T wag really
delxghted'tosee an old chum there
and o I just tapped on hig shoulder,
He turned and when he sgaw that it
Wag me, exclaimed < It's Ramn come
to see Laurel and Hardy, is it so?’
iNo' I answered him ' I falt like
having & nsp and so spent njne
Annge &ud ‘came in here.' For the
next half-an-hour he did not speak

With me; &0 mych ¢
thonght, uch the better I

It was.only lasy week that I read
‘a funny s{:pry in & collection of funny

stories. Once a fellow with a huge
crowd at his back waiting to let bim
finish, asked slowly the boeking clerk
whether that clock there in the plate
form went right. * The clerk coolly
told him that it was not. .- Why is
it kept there then ? ’ asked the fellow.
‘I's the station-master's joke; he
likes to see people flying into » rege
when they, after - waiting quietly for
half an hour, find ont that their txsin
has gone one and a half hours befors:
I do not know . whether it's fast OF
elow. All I know is it’s just ninety,
minutes one way or the other ' said the
clerk. The man just tore through the
crowd and after a few minutes quiedly
reaPpeared and took his place at the
back of the crowd. When next bis
turn came he asked the clerk * What
made you answet me like a liar?
‘ What made you ask questiong like &
fool?” said the clork. Though the
railroad clocks are as accurate 84
electricity and care can make thern
there are hundrods of peoplo who just
a8k if that clock gdes right. °

_Why, only this morning 1 was
sitting. in the resding room goiog
phrough the ‘nowspaper. , Kittu just
then peepud in and cried ous * Ramu,
8ré yoy reading the newspaper,? ¢ No
T aaid * I'm just endeavouring not 0
888 your ugly face.’

In the dinipg room one day 1 was
Srying out, rather bawling out, for.
half an hour « Ssmbar.’ After about

8t time & server came and asked
me what { wanted and why 1 wase
°rying out Bambar. I told him ] was
CIyINg out ‘Bambar' sg that the
others might know what they are
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taking to be Sambar and nothing
else. .

Liast summer ome very hot day
when I was walking along one of the
tarred streets in Madras at about
twelve noon I espied an ice-cream
parlour and stepped in. After ten
minutes a fellow approached me and
asked what I wanted. I just stared
at him for a few seconds and the?
asked him to bring me some * Bondas'.
The fellow chuckled on hearing this,
probably thought I was fresh from
the country, and very -politely told
me that that was an ice-cream parlour
and not a restaurant. ‘Then why

did you ask me that foolish question ;
You did'nt imagine I came here to
buy & grind-stone’ I told him.

On the Deepavali day our Mess-
contractor was kind enough fo provide
us with a feast. One of the items was
sweet, delicious Jilebis. I like Jilebis
very much and that day I made =
solemn resolution to do justice to the
Jilebis. I was just finishing the
sixth when & fellow asked me whether
I would like one more. Now that 1
consider to be & foolish question.
For, I think everybody who knows
me, knows or ought to know thatI
would like to have one more.



ON POVERTY

By G. S. NARASIMHA

The dreadful disease of poverty is
to be noticed to-day in the rich
America, the highly democratic
Great Britain, Nazi Germany, Fascist
Italy and the oriental countries like

India, Africa, China and Japan.-

This statement does not in an wa

attempt either to hint or u.sser‘ty tha.);
1n other parts of the world poverty is
absent. Far from it, it only tries to
show that whatever the nature of the
government in the different countries
may be—Fascist, Federalist, Demo-
cratic or Tmperialistic—nowhere ig
poverty absent. America is the richest
country in the world. The biggest
millionaires are Americans, but still

thousands of Americans lead g poox:
life with very little to eat and not
enough of clothing to protect them-
selves from the chill winter., And in
Great Britain which is claimed by the
English to be the home of Demo-
Cracy—a government of the people,
by the people, for the people —the
condition of factory workers, dock
la,bourqrs and miners is far from being
attractive. The government is un.
doubtedly of the people, by the people

- but it is not for the people as a whole,
Some ameliorative measures are taken
up occasionally (mainly due to the up-
roar of the under-dog) but they hardly
touch the fringe of the great problem
of necessity and need. The govern-
ment passes from party to party, from
the Conservative to the Liberal and
from the Liberal to the Labour ; the
government changes from term to
zzrls_,tpay, from year to year, but the
con hla;);e gf the poor remains almost

It is in the slave countries of the
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East that poverty can be scen in it8
nakedness. To have a clear notion of
what intense poverty is, we need only
Vislt the large number of Indian
villages and the slums of Indian cities.
The landless labourer is the virtusl
slave of the Zamindar and the more
fortunate brethren who own a bit
of land are heavily in debts. They
have to pay an abnormally high
rate of interest and this combined
with the risky nature of agriculture
and the low value of agricultural
produce, keeps them always on the
verge of proverty and very frequentl.y
Circumstances deprive them of thelr
holdings and hurl them into the class
of the Proletariat, into abject poverty
anddegradation. Thefactory labourers
In the city live in insanitary huts or
by the roadside. They have BO
separate kitchen, no separato bath-
room and no separate bedroom. They
cook by the roadside, eat by the road-
side and sleep by the rondside. They
are exposed both to the sun and the
rain. They do not mind the sun much,
but in the rainy season, their lot is
extremely pitiable.

The state of the people in Africe
and China is almost similar to that
in India and the Japaneso ricksha-
wallah is in no way different from his
Chinese brother. Alas!is there one
corner of the earth in which man
knows not what poverty is ? It is said
that in Communist Russia poverty
hasg been destroyed, but it is not yet
an established fact. All of us dread
poverty, don't we? But, I wonder
Wwhether all of us try to fight poverty.
I wonder whether all of us try to rid
humanity of this pestilence.

THE HALLS

Selatyur Hall

When we arrived back at the
beginning of the term, what was the
first thing we noticed? Oh, yes, the
lawns, of course, the lawns; they
are absolutely perfect and one can’t
hear oneself tread on them. And we
are proud to keep up the tradition of
the College by keeping our grounds
neat and free from any bit of scrap;
in that respect, you'll agree, Selaiyur
is leading. '

And did you hear of a precedent we
established by conducting a regular
prayer on Puja Day? Indeed it was
piquant to watch some of our non-
Hindu brethren paint The Three Hori-
zontals on their foreheads, while
some others didn't mind having a
rather heavy meal just before the
Puja !

And Deepavali ? Oh ! you ought fo
have been here to see the fun. Tho’
strictly we did not spend so much
money as those at the other end of
the road, yet we got more fun out of
it. You should have seen some of
our soldiers throw lighted crackers
into irritable people’s rooms and hoot
at them ‘as man never has been
hooted before !’ Indeed one night our
teasers became so playfully busy that
dismal yell. after yell went up from
the poor victim’s room ; and, mind
you, this at about 11-30 p.m. when
we were quite sure Mr. B.—was
well in his pyjamas. Well, but
on Deepavali night we let go such
& volley of Extra-loud Crackers that
ever-vigilant Mr, B.—-came and
enquired ‘ Now who are the Morons
who have been letting off crackers
here?’ Though we tried to give all

innocent faces, he spotted some of us
and gave each an eight-anna fine;
but that is quite another story.
And agsin Selaiyur is' remarkably
great in arranging things; the other
day we had a performance by the
blind mathematical prodigy Mr. P. 8.
Guruswamy Pillai, in our Hall. He
was simply marvellous and sure he
never can forget a thing once his ears
bave caught it! And then there was
Mr. Satyamurti who gave us & de-
lightful lecture on Democracy, in our
Hall again.

Since our selections are over, we
are all feeling so light in heart that
there’s no dearth of Paul Robesons,
junior. And one of us is so serious
about nudism that you will be
shocked to find betimes some strange
naked animal swissing and splashing
about under the wash-tap !

Our latest discovery, I bet ‘you
can't guess ; we have found out & new
and absolutely independent source of
water-supply, in each room, sepa-
rately! Well, you see, in these
¢ modern’ buildings, cement seems do
absorb’ all the available water and

send it into the room .instead of keep

it out as it was originally expected to
do; and we are left with fine springs
of fresh cool water cozing out through
our cement floors, through our. un-
fortunate beddings, into our skins,
sometimes; and the sleeping-porches ?
ah I. you know what they are, when
rain means business. And our suffer-
ing is flattered when mosquitoes start
visiting us more frequently and more
determinedly than our doctor.

Our Library was rearranged and
catalogued, at much expense of time
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and energy, which ig certainly a
.milestone in its life. We have really
a very decent and tasteful collection
of Books.

At some of the rainy-day incidents
we laughed till we got a stitch in our
sides; by the way, speaking of
stitches, let us congratulate and wel-
come back Mumorist P. S, Raman
from & serious operation for Appendi-
citis. .

As usual, Selaiyur is famous for its
Debates and we are going to have
some really attractive ones before we
part. But there are some disturbing
elements in our Hall on whom the
Debate night has exactly the same
effect &8 the fall moon night on a
confirmed lunatic! Our leader tried
his best to convince them of the value
and opportunity offered by these de-
bates but they don’t seem to under-
stand. Let us hope they will come
.round soon and become more like
students.

But did you hear of * Sweet Pota-
toes’ jvvhlchf a.ée just as ‘sweet’ as
an ounce of Concentrated Sulphuri
Acid ? Well, one of us broﬁghtpdow:
a good supply and each had s hearty
bite before he knew what it was.
Even the cutest of us was bagged ;
and the fun spread to the other Halls
like wild fire |

K. RAMACHANDRAN.

:S’t.A If'homa,s’s Hall -

ter. the eighteen-day exci ,
of the Michaelmas va.cag,ion wt:xggl;:
more had the misfortune to travel in
‘the perpetually fidgety electric train,
which as usual caused us to take to
our beds on ‘the first working day,

“as ‘& result of whi
liberally . which we were most

There was only éne sing-song, at-

the beginning of the term, but since
ythen wa have had & number of jn-

magic lantern lecture by Dr. Gravely .

which was & panorama of the South,
Indian architecture, given in a most
vivid and impressive way. Our visit8
to Mahabalipuram, Srirangam and
Conjeeveram in future will have
greater interest because of what we
now know of corbels and pillars and
gopurams,

Rev. C. W. Ranson, of the Kellett
Institute, Madras, gave us on
November 19th, a talk on Jhis visit td
Germany,and we heard much that was
new to us about the conditions now
existing under Hitler's dictatorsbip.

The final event of the termn was
the predentation of the play ‘Con-
fusion to Pompous’, a translation by
our Warden of one of Molidre's plays,
n which our various film stars seem-

.ed to enjoy themseives thoroughly a8,
we believe, did the sudience.

Office-beaters for the current yesr
have been elected as follows: ‘

‘Secretary for Debates: 8. Padmas
nabhan. .

Seoretary for Indoor Games: T.
Balamukunda Rao.’*

Secretary  for
Edmund Motha.

Secretary for Reading Room : David
- Rajaratnam, , J
Secretary for Ezowrsions: V. N.

Rama Rao.

Addwional Representative for Class I:

K. O. Cheru. . -
General Secretary: A. Mohammed
Nabi. '

The above students, with the War-
den, form the Managing Committee of
the Hap, and they have been carrying
out their duties with great efficiency,
much to the annoyance of the mem-
bers of the Hall. Mr. Rama Rao's
repeated efforta to arrange a good
excursion were, alas, unsucoessful, but

Entertasnments :

we believe he has something up his '
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The Hall Day will take place on
January 15th, 1938. Meanwhile the
senior Intermediate students are
slumbering peacefully, having becothe
completely exhausted by the seledtion
examinations, and the juniors are
increasing their already large collec-
tion of flying and crawling creatures
a8 they burn, the midp:ght oil in
preparation for the terminal examina-
tions. :

Our debaters have, as usual, been
shewing their mettle: Mr. Hassan
Koya winning a gold medal at the
Y.M.I.A, and Mr. Avadhani leading
the recent College Union Debate on
¢ Co-education ’. .

A, MoHAMMED NABI,
General Secretary.

Bishop Heber Hall

It is with great joy and hopeful
expectation that we returned to
Tambaram for the second term of our
Hall life. The indoor games and the
dailies made the common room hum

_ with life and mirth. Many of our

voracious readers could be seen silently
poring over the magazines and stu-
pendous tomes in the Hall library.

Our fortnightly debates were well °

attended and in them were discussed
such important topics as ¢ The peculiar
conditions of India require a dictator
at present,’ and «Qeience vs. Religion.
The tutorial classes, four days &
week, kept the wa,yvyard among the
juniors pinned to their studies. 'Ifhe
approach of the gelection examination

put an end to the seniors’ frequent
visit to the talkies and drove them to
their desks.

Thanks to the tournaments, in’
indoor as well as outdoor games, and
sports, conducted in connection with
the Hall Day our courts were lively,
enthusiastic and filled with cheers
and counter cheers of anxious spec-
tators. For the purpose of outdoor
games our Hall is dvided info four
blocks and tournaments are conducted
on inter-block basis. We are holding
elocution competitions in the various-
languages and we propose to have our
Hall Day on Saturday, the 20th of
November. )

The office-bearers for the second
term are :—

President : Mr. C. J.'R. Paul.

General Secretary: Mr. K. Puru-
shothaman.

Debating Society : Mr. P. Paul-
pandian, e :

Entertainment * Secretary: Mr.
A. 8. J. Henry. ‘

Reading Room Secretary : Mr. K.
Greorge. ’
Members of the Hall Committee :

Mr. George Muthaiya.

Mr. S. Paul Richard.

Mr. H. Manuel.

Mr. G. A. Pascal. ,

The last two were elected from the
non-residents for the whole year,
1937-88.

(Sd.) K. PURUSHOTHAMAN,
General Seoretary.



BROTHERHOOD CALLING

After the election of the office-
bearers and the constitution of the
different committees last term, the
Brotherhood formally started on ite
activities, feeling its way in the new
atmosphers at Tambaram, Attempts
to organise & long week-end excursion
~out of Madras proved inopportune and
consequently the first excursion this
year took place on the 16th and 17th
of October and it was to Mahabali-
puram and Tirukkalikundrum, The
party twenty-four strong, including
three members of staff, besides the
two that joined later and left earlier,
was a cheerful, friendly group who
had much music and wit. - Every
arrangement went as planned except
the return journey, by boat to Kovalan
which was delayed considerably, the
wind being the cause. As it is always
easy to blame the weather for any-
thing, the excursionists felt it natural
to do 8o but discovered more fun in
alternately singing and quarelling with
the boatmen. Much to our disguste
the boatmen ingisted and succeeded in
penning us in the single, ill-ventilat-
ed, mosquito-ridden, port-hole-less
* cabin ' and thus effectively prevented
us from enjoying the fine moonlight
on the ¢ deck ’, Hot words, more hot
words and then resignation., ¢ Never
let the sun set upon your exaspera-
tion’ may mean * Never let anything
close with exasperatidn ’. The party
had the good sense to take leave of the
boatmen in good humour at 11 p.m.
8t Kovalanand none of the party would
now be disposed to blame either the
boatmen or the wind for the delay.
#I8-is fost part of the fun. Our
“arrangements would not have gone so

B
B -

well but for the helpful attitude of a
retired gentleman at Tirukkalikund-
rum and the Inspector of police at the
same place. Our thanks are duae
to these gentlemen in no small
measure. ,

Students of history and others who
are makers of history may like a few
words about the places visited.
Tirukkalikundrum is & busy place
with & picturesque hill, temples and
tanks. The chief temple is on the
hill where everyday abodt moon two
kites are fed with religious fervour.
Legend has it that the kites are the
last of a band of rishis sojourning on
this earth in bird form and they
would do so throughout this millen-
nium. Mahabalipuram is famous for
its monolithic raths and rock carvings
depicting the incidents of tha Maha-
bharata. These are carved out of
living rock and are wonderful. They
date back to the five centuries before
the ninth and belong to the Pallava
period. Mahabalipuram is a pictu-
resque little town grown about these

rock-carvings with a temple on the sea-

shore and a sea-front which permits
of excellent bathing. There is an old
lighthouse and a new functioning one,
both of which afford a panoramic
view. It would be s great pity if any
student living as he does in the district
of Chingleput should miss visiting
this hiphly interesting place in the
same district. . '
The social service section has done
some preliminary survey of some
of the villages round about Tambaram.
The kind of service that can be
rendered must necessarily vary but il

~wes felt that contwots must first be

Al e
MANABALIPURAN Rarn
A Stoxg Lrox

T

TIRUKALIKUNDRAM
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established. ‘'L'here are no cycle
paths throughout but foot-paths
abound and the villages mentioned
have been visited by some member or
other of the committee this year. To
begin with there is the Tambaram
village and close by the Tambaram
cheri, both of which are about a mile
in & north-westerly direction from the
railway station. The cheri i8 a
disorderly sort of village with mud
huts and an old dilapidated building
which may be a good place for start-
ing & school. The Tambaram village
is & better-looking place with a school
run by a Christian lady. Between
the two is an orphanage run by &
Telugu lady. Farther of in an
easterly direction lies Kadupperi &
cluster of three villages. and Pulikko-
radu. Some of these are Kannadi-
palayams, settlements of Kannadis
who are Kanarese-speaking buffalo-
berds who sell curds in the city.
Their peculiar cry and rustic appear-
ance are familiar features of the city.
An old resident of Pulikkcradu ex-
pleined that they originally came
from the distriot of Bellary and have
gince settled there. They maintain
buffaloes and do no farming. They

geem to be a friendly lot, the women .

being cleaner and better-looking than
ordinary labouring folk. In one of
these villages there is a labour depart-
ment primary school where we were
given a tumultous welcome. We
found some boys from this ares went
t6 the English-teaching school af
Selaiyur. Other villages visited to the
south of the college are Moppedu,

Vengumpakkam and Alappakkam.
The map shows village wells and
tanks. ‘ :

The dispensary which was an
integral part of George Town activity
finds no place in Tambaram. It may
still be possible in the near future to.
equip & first rate itinerant dispensary
and carry medical relief right into the
villages. It is also under contempla-
tion to arrange for a course of instruc-
tion in First-Aid methods and to
orgenise & permanent service corps in
each Hall.

The social service section discovered
much enthusiasm for a night school
among the students. In trying toorgan-
ise the college attenders a practical
difficulty was felt in that their needs
were varied and did not permit of
putting them in one or two classes.
The attempt had to be temporarily
abandoned. The tennis-pickers are
illiterate and small boys too deserved
gsome consideration. The Athletic
Association and the College staff
agreeing to meet the major part of the
expense of engaging & paid teacher,
the Brotherhood undertook to collect
the balance from the students. This
arrangement enabled us to engage a
teacher who is now conducting
morning classes for the pickers in the
sports pavilion. Later on, it is hoped
to open night classes for the attenders,

The Brotherhood &s & voluntary
student organisation needs the active
co-operation of the students and it is
hoped that this will' be forthcoming
more and more.

B8.8.G.
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The College Union

Messrs. Peter Paulpandian and
P. H. Sankaranarayanan represented
our College in an Inter-Collegiate
debate held at Annamalai University
during the vacation, and we are proud
to say that Mr. Paulpandian was
voted the best speaker in the debate.
At the beginning of the term he and
Mr. Hassan Koya represented the
College in an oratorical competition
at the Y.M.I.A., Madras. They took
first place, and were awarded gold
medals, carrying off a silver shield
for the College.

The Union and the Tamil Sangham
held a joint meeting at which the
Rev. R. S. Macnicol presided, the
speaker being Mr. S. Satyamoorthy,
M.I.LA., Deputy Leader of the Con-
gress party in the Assembly. He
spoke of his experiences in the College
under Dr. Miller, and congratulated
us on our new lfe in Tambaram.
Then he lectured on ¢ The Future of
Democracy.’

On December 1st a debate was
conducted in Bishop Heber Hall on
¢ Co-education for India today'. The
observer on this occasion was another
former student, Mr. Govindarajuly,
Vice-Principal of the Madras Law
College. DMessrs, O. F. E. Zacharias
and Matthew Tharakan also took part
in the debate, the student speakers
being Messrs. Avadhani, Paulpandian,
Pavamant and Sultan. .

V. S. SIVAPRAKASAN,
Secretary.
The Christian Unton

The backbone of our activity in
College this term has been the regular
Study-Circles held weckly in all the

Halls; these have been well attended

and several groups have begun a new .

course of study, having finished the
books they were discussing since
July. '

Fourteen of our members have been
selected to represent the College at the
forthcoming Quadrennial Conference
in Rangoon. These delegates have
been meeting for prayer and prepara-
tion, and have been discussing the
subjects of the various Commissions
which are to meet during the Con-
ference. On December 27th a very
successful concert was run in the
Library Hall, items being contributed
by several friends from Madras; and
as a result more than Rs. 130 were
received which will assist greatly in
paying the expenses of the delegation

to Rangoon. The delegation is as -

follows : Clement Paul, George Durai-
samy, J. M. Fenn, Handel Manuel,
. Israel, C. Jacob, K. T. John,
H. Kadambavanam, K. K. Kuruvila,
K. M. Mathew, Philip DMathew,
P. Paulpandian, J. C. Ratnaiya,
K. Theodore, Victor Hensman.

One general meeting was held, at
which the Rev. B. SBamuel led a
discussion on the subject: ¢ Are all
religions the same?’ There was a
good atftendance.

Qur social service work has been
continued, under the leadership of
Archibald Nayagam. The pastor in
charge of the DMethodist Mission
Church, the Rev. A. Appadurai, has
led groups of students to villages near
Tambaram where preaching and
medical work is carried on: We are
grateful to Dr. K. E. Thomas for his
assistance in providing medicines.
Classes for children are conducted,
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where songs and stories are taught.
In addition, we are ,k running

four different Sunday classes, in’

Irumbuliyur,  Tambaram  cheri,
Tambaram village and the Tamil
Church: in two of these places our
part is simply to co-operate with the
teachers.

The devotional services on Sunday
morning have not been found sucecéss-
ful this term, and we may consider it
right to discontinue them.

G. ISRAEL,
. Secretary.

The Mathematics Association

An ekciting event of this term was
the demonstration in Arithmetic by

Representatives.

Class’IV ... Mr. K. Ramasami.

Class 1II ..., Mr. Platcher.

Mr. M. N. Raman was co-opted by
the Committee to represent, class II
and Mr. J. E. Robinson was elected
afterwards to represent class I, As
the need was felt later on to conduct
study-classes on Saturdays, besides the
usual activities of the Union, Mr. G.
8. N. Reddi was elected 8ecretary
specially for that purpose and Mr.
K. Ramakrishna Iyer was elected
Treasurer.

The death of Prof. F. E. Corley,
who was for many years President of
the, Unison, gave a rude ‘shock to
_everyone, and a condolence resolution,
moved by Mr. Titus Varghese M.A,,

the blind mathematical prodigy, Mr.. on the 15th of July was passed all,

Guruswami Pillai.

. We hope to start the astronomical
soclety early in the next term. We
are sure that a good number of
students will avail themselves of the
opportunity for the observations of
the Twinkling Eyes of Nature.

P. KEsavAa MENON,
K. 8. RAMAMURTI,

.

Secretaries.

History and Economics Students

Union

The absence of a report of the
activities of the above Union in the
September issue of the College Maga-
zine might have disappointed many.
However, forgetting and excusing
what happened, ityis not out of place
here to submit a report of its active-
ties' for the two terms together.

The business meeting of the Union
‘was held on the 12th of July and the
following office-bearers for the year
were elected’ ' —

President ... Prof. E. J. Bingle.
Secretary ... Mr. P. Paulpandian
L]

members standing. This resolution
was conveyed to Mrs. Corley.

In. addition td the inaugural ad-
dress delivered by Mr. Janardhanam,
Connemara Liibrary, six meetings have
been held so far and in one such
meeting the Rev, S, Samuel gave an
interesting lecture on ‘A compara-
dive study of Kautalva’s ¢ Artha-
gastra” and Machiavelli’s . The
, Prihce ™. Besides, we had five
study-classes herctofore on Saturdays
and discussed such topics as ¢ Prohi-
bition’, ¢ The Govt. of India Act,
1936°, ¢ The, scparation of powers’,
¢ The possibilities of a Federal India’,
and ‘the political fheories of Fas-
cism’. Anyone attending the class
will naturally be impressed with the
great interest etinced by members in
the free discussion of such subjects.
‘In no small measuré is the success
of this class due to all «the members
of the staff who helped us in our dis-
cussion, for which I thank them all,
and to Mr. G. 8. N. Reddi who bhas
broughtit to be closely associated with
the life of the History students of the
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College. I may add that thi i
open not only to students 1;tl)lfl sgﬂsstz; v
ut to everyone in the College. Y
| ‘TII? tl\lzre Inte;-ColIegia,te debate on
b € Moratorium Bill’ held in the
residency College, Messrs, P.S. Siva-
prakasam and Sultan Ahmed re-
prel‘sinted our Union.

-ne attendance in gl i
pecially in the study~clla:;::m:vg;§ :x::
couraging throughout. I ;:lose m
;‘;pml']t with the firm belief and increas):
th%, Col[;e that the residential life of
the € ot;alge, which has already facili-
tated ¢ t?e proper extemsion of the
o done by our Union, will
;aauce many more to take aetive part
In such activities, et
OinZhatever may be the div

10n among the diffe
on particular subjects ﬁ::u?szg]bev::
shall never forget our motto ’that

‘ Through th otto th
purpose tuns_»e age8 one lncreasing

P, PauLpaNDIAN,
Secretary.

Karnatakq Bhashabhi Varding San-

gham‘ .

The first general meet;

ting of
?;ggam was held on the 2%::1) J:'llll;'
2 R,Runderz' the Presidentship of
M .R.Ry. Vidvan K. Narasinga Rao
bev:.:ga.l, B.A,, L.T.,, when the office-
er '

1937_38.were e.lected for the year
.President: M.R.Ry. Vid
singa Rio Avargal, B).’A., Ll.'x.'?m Nera-

Secretary : A. C, Nenjappa; Class I.

On the 14th August M.R.Ry. T.

Rajagopala Rao Avargal, B.A. L.T.,

M.R.A.8, i
o éoil'e ;/:mcular Buperintendent 3t

delivered a valuable lect

( ure

ci):ter-rel&ti?)(}la’ M}i ’f:lugu ot
; e i

lea;ned lecture he stated :l?a‘.ltheagiul.ldl:

and Telugu were of the same origin

ersity of
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and pointed out some of the common

.:;lords with the same meaning in both
theae languages. Continuing, he said
at Kanarese Linguistic Empire had
spread so far as Egypt and Greece
even before the Christian era. The
lecture was interesting thrpughout.
The outstanding feature of the,
meeting was that some of the Telugu
students also attended it and showed
their cordial co-operation.

. Then M.RRy. Vidvan K. Nars-
singa Rao, lecturer in Kanarese also
made some remarks on the subject.
With a vote of thanks to M.R.Ry. T.
Rajagopala Rao Avargal, proposed by
the Secretary, the meeting torminate .
Andhra Bhashabhiranjanee Sanghamu

A general-bofly meeting of the
:above Bangamu was held on Friday
the 16th of July at 4-20 p.m. in room
No. 2 of the Arts Building under the
Presidentship of M.R.Ry. T. Rajs-
gopala Rao Garu, B.A., L.T., M.R.AS,
and the following is the list of mem-
bers of the managing committee for
the current academic year. :
President : M.R.Ry. T. Rajagopele
Rao Garu, B.A., L.T,, M.R.A.8,

Secrctary; Mr. P. Sri Ramachan-
dra Moorthi, Class IV,

Treasurer: Mr.

Class IV. r- H. A Ratoam,

Librarian: Mr. V. Venkatarayan,
Class 1V. .
g'dlau Representatives ;

r. 8. Biddayya Naidu, Class IV.
Mr. G. Subba Reddi, Class IIL.
Mr. A. Peddeyya Raju, Class II. .
Mr. P. C. Modaleti Reddi, I class.
Mr. K. V. Krishna Rao P.G-
Classes, . '

Mr. G, i
Classs Veeraraghaviah, Honours

Mr. D, Kama.iah, B.Sc. Classes.
N We had our first meeting in room
O 2 of the Arts Building on Wed-
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nesday, the 4th of August with
M.R.Ry. T. Rajagopala Rao Garu,
B.A,, L.T., M.R.A.S., in the chair when
M.R.Ry. Kavibhushana, Sathava-
dhani, Vidwan, Domsa Venkataswamy
Guptha Garu delivered an interesting
and pleasant discourse on ¢ Gramya
and Grandhika Bhashas.’ _

Vidwan, M.R.Ry. K. Narasinga
Rao Garu, B.A., L.T. 8180 delivered &
fine spesch on the same subject. The
President, after supplementing the
above speeches, appealed to all the
Telugu students to have the same love
and regard for Telugu even after
leaving the college and to work enthu-
siastically for the improvement of the
language. Mre H: A. Ratpem read
some verses by Asukavithvam In
praise of the President and the
speaker and with a vote of thanks
proposed by the President the meeting
terminated.

The Secretary of the Sangham
hereby takes the opportunity to thank
the college sauthorities for having
brought the Sangham’s Library almi-
rah and the three hundred volumes at
their cost and also the members of
the Sangham for contributing liberally
towards the binding,cost of some of
the books.

[ ]
P. Sr1 RAMACHANDRA MOORTHI, .
Secretary.

Tamil Sangham

Under the suspices of the above
Sanghsm M.R.Ry. 8. Somasundara
Bharathi Avargal, M.A, B.L, ?ro-
fossor of Tamil, Annamalai Univer-
sity, delivered a very interesting lecture
on ¢ Women characters’ in Kambs,
Ramayanam on Wednesday, the 6th
October at4-80 pm. Mr. T. Chinna-
kannu Nadar, the student Chairman
of the Sangham, presided. The lecture
was very interesting and inspiring

throughout. With an hearty vote of
thanks to the learned lecturer the
meeting terminated.

On 13th October 1937 a debate
was held with the student Chairman
in the chair, Mr. K. V. Rajagopalan,
(Class IV) moving that the introduc-
tion of Hindi as a compulsory subject
will in no® way retard the growth of
Pamil. Mr. Srinivasan (Class III)
opposed the motion. Feeling ran
very high for the motion. As quite
a number of speakers were in the
waiting list, the debate was adjourned.
It was continued again on 27th
October. Various arguments were
put forward both for and against the
motion. Some of the speeches were
cynical and some political. The
motion had the support of an over-
whelming majority.

On 20th October 1937 Mr. S.
Satyasmurti, B.A., B.L., M.L.A,, (Cen-
‘tral) deliveved an address under the
joint auspices of the Tamil Sangham
and the College Union, The Patron
of the Sangham presided.

During the course of the first half -
of the term Mr. 8. D. Sargunar, B.A,,
delivered two illuminating lectures on.
¢ §ivaka* Chintamani.’ The members
of the Sangham are very grateful for

* his kindness gnd unselfish love.

On behalf of the College Tamil
Sangham an address of felicitation
was presented to Mr. Sargunar
on the occasion of the celebration
of his *61st birthday by the public
of Madras. . :

Qwing to the selection examina-
tions, we are not able to arrange
many meetings. But we hope to
compensate it by a good number of
lively debates and speeches during the
remaining half of the term.

* K. RAMASWAMY,
Secretray.
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The Literary Society

The first meeting for the term was
held on Wednesday the 13th October
with Mr. M. Ananda Rao, Class II,
-Gr. 7 a, as .the student president in
the chair when .Mr. P. B. Sundara-
Tajuly of Class II moved the propo-
sifion, ¢ In the opinion of thig house
the introduction of ‘Hindi*M schools
will mar the ‘progress of the mother
“tongue.” Mr. G. R. Sundaram of
Class IT opposed him. The meeting
had to be' adjourned for want of time,

The adjourned meeting was held on
the next Wednesdny. The motion
was put to vote and ‘was lost by a

» hnge majority.

The thil megting was held on
Wednesday the 27th October with
Mr. R. H P. Holman M.a., in the
chair. .

‘R P Tagaarsi,
Secretary.

The English Honours Association.

This term we have been holding
meetings tegularly every fortnight.
. In some of these there were dis-
cussions, which we hope wil} become
& regular feature of all future meet-
ings. Besidés the meetings,,we have
decided to enact some scenes from the
great English Dramatists. This term
we will be ' presenting & fow scencs
from Shakespeare, unde? the chief
directorship of Mr. Macnicol and
with the help of the other members
of the English staff.

~E

+ C. J. MATHEW TARAEAN,

. . Beoretary.
Thészadms Christian College Radio

Two lectures werb given, ‘early this
term, by Mr. P. Kalyanasundaram

l(.A., Demonstrator in Physics, on

“The primary principles of Radio
telegraphy and telephony’. The object
of these two lectures was two-fold :—
() to bring together those students
who were interested in Wireless, 80
a8 to form, if possible, a College
Radio Club ; and (b) to assist such a8
wished to attend the University
Honorary Readership Lectures—
which were to be given later in the
term in this College by Dr. A. V.
Moses --to derive the full benefit of
those six lectures and accompanying
demonstrations.

An encouraging amount of enthu-
siasm was met with when the for-
mation of & College Kadio Club wasé
suggested at the end of the lectures,
and such & Club has now been started
with & membership of thirty.

President Dr. A. V. Moses.
Secrétary Mr. P. Kalyana-
sundaram.

Is was decided that a subscription
of four annas paid to the Secretary on
or hefore the 12th November 1987
would secure to any student of the
College the privileges of membership
of the Club,

_ The object of the Club is to enable
48 members to obtain a primary
working knoyledge of wireless, theo-
retical as well as practical. Members
will also be guided in the construction
and repair-of radio receiving sets.
order to carry,out these olgectn it hes
now been arranged to conduct weekly
discussion groups with theory sand
practical topics alternating, °

P. KALYANASUNDARAM,
Secretary.

-ATHLETIGS

Although we have several fields for
Football and Hockey they were used
only very sparingly because they were
not quite ready for intensive use.
Consequently Hall games on the main
playing fields had to® be abandoned
altogether for the time being. For
the same reason even the physical

"training classes were started much

later than usual. With the abundant
rains we, have been having recently
the fields are getting covered with
grass rapidly and we hope before long
to use them more often, than at
present.

Bozing .
The Boxing Glub has been.very
active and the membership quite
encouraging. We have now & new
Boxibg .Coach—Mr. T. Antony, and
he has proved himeelf to be & very
efficient and successful Coach indeed.
We sent & batoh of twelve students
for the Novices Tournament conducted
by the Madras Amateur Boxing
Association. M. R. Raju ’could not
take part because of illness snd L.
Charles had to withdraw after ewin-
ping his first fight, also on medical
grounds. In the finals Coyne, Van-
ghen and Hellein won their fights
while T. Govindarajulu after & very
lucky fight with Hellemn was runner-
gp- %Vegwer;e the only College that
partitipated in this tournament al-
though many schools and other out-
side organizations had sent in a larger
of entries. Qur team secure‘d the
second place in the final ranking of
the teams. -
We are looking forward to the Open

Tournament which is to come off at
the end of November when some of
our more experienced men like
Henry, Bower, Fowler and Clem can
also take part. All thig should be
excellend training for the Inter<«Colle~
giate boxing tournament in the third
term when. we expect to do grea$
things. ,

Boxing is becoming increasingly
popular and before long we will have
a proper ring with lights and other
arrangements when we can hold box-
ing contests regularly.

Track and Field Sports’

‘We have an excellent sports ground
where & 400-meter running track
has been pérmanently laid down in’
bricks. The shape of the running
track is the ideal and there is &
separate ‘straight’ for running the
100-meter flat.race and the 110-
meter hurdleé races. There are two
jumping pits and permanent places
for Discus Throw and Shot Put. The
whole field is almost dead level. With
all the facilities that we have here
Track and Field Sports should become
quite popular and our efforte more
satisfying. :

Regular training was started in
October and the first few weeks were
spent chiefy in loosening-up exercises.
The emphasis was more on getting
,into ‘proper physical condition rather
than on practising the various items.
T.ater son we began sprints, hurdies
and the jumps. e have some very
promising athletes this year and with
proper training we ought to do very

well.
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Cricket

Only one match was played this
term—with the Presidency College,
the prospective league Champions.
Rain was responsible for postponing
the dther matches and it does not look
a8 though we will be able {0 finish
- our matches within the stipulated

time. In the match with the Presi-
dency College we were defeated by
20 runs after scoring 104.. At one
time during the game we were definite-
ly on top and our opponents had s
nasty fright.

Our Cricket field is one of the
biggest to be had anywhere and it is
made in the shape of a regular oval.
During “the. holidays we decided to
* have a proper turf wicket instead of

the usual matfing wicket. The pitch
was prepared carefully and the best
grass for the purpose was secured and
planted. Now it 18 looking beautifully
green and experts who inspected the
pitch predict a really first-class turf
wicket for us. Play meanwhile was
transferred to our sports ground where

a matting wicket was prepared for the
purpose.

Hockey

There are five new players in our
team this year. They are :—T. Arul,
P.D. Calappa, B. Fowler, T. Cleur
and H. Cayne. T. Arul plays left
back and in him we have a stout
defender ; seldom does he allow the
opposing forwards to pass him with-
out troubling them. P.D. Calapps
is our right back. Possessing a.good
eye he clears well on the run, inclined.,
to the erratic, but always works
hard, and at times is brilliagt. In
B. Fowler we have the right type of
half-back. He always stioks to his
man seldom allowing himself to be
passed, and he feeds his wing well.
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Phe centre forward ‘and right mne;
positions are filled by H. Cayne an
T. Cleur respectively, a very lively
pair who are always dangerous when
determined. H.Cayne possesses very
fine stick; has often ‘whiddled
through a defence all by himself, and
scored. T. Cleur has got dash and
can hit very hard, plays very well
when he wants, but is inclined to lose
heart too easily, )
The inter-collegiate tournament 18

now over and we came out fairly well

up, losing only three matches and
drawing one. We ought to have don:
better judging from the strength o
our team, but the trouble is we
did not. .

We were on tour in Bangalore for
& week during the Michaelmas holi-
days. We took some time to make
ourselves at home on the hard
grounds  (although \mfortunabeW:
J. Arumainaygam did not take long;
he had a nasty fall in our first match,
and had to remain out of the game
for the rest of the tour). We lost
our first three matches. Certainly
not an encoursging start, but we
were determined to try and win the
next three, and we just came short of
doing so by a minute (if I may 8ay
80), for in our match against the
Harriers we led 1—0 till the very last
mindte when they equalized. In this
the best game of the tour our men
Dlayed exceptionally well, every one,
and we gave our opponents an anxious
time of it. We defeated the Bald-
win's High School by three goals to
two, and the Medical College by. four
goals to nil. It was a pity we did
not start the tour with the form we
showed later for we certainly should
have done better. :

We are an improved team after the
tour, and we showed this by winning
quite easily our remaining fixtuves.
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” We all wish to thank Mr. Boyd,
yur President, for the keen interest he
so0k in us ; called us ¢ blethers. some-
times, but that was for our good. We

also wish tothank Mr. C. A, Abraham °

for the trouble he took in seeing to
our arrangements, and Mr. Antony,
for the good word he always had
for us.

H. A. SPITTELER, '
Captain.

" The club congratulates the Staff on
their acquisition of two separate
courts. It expects them to play a
champion game in the forthcoming
tournament.

We had not much tennis this term
on account of the .rain, and the
selection examinations. Next term
there should be more regular play.

Our team fared quite satisfactorily
in the Inter Collegiate contests. Both
in Singles and in Doubles our players
reached the ‘last four’. Our congratu-
lations to them on their play.

Our representatives were : .

Singles : @. Breenivasa Moorthi.

Doubles: 8. 8. Sankaranarayana.

M. Martin Nathaniel.

There has been a specially large
entry for the college tournament, and
some matches have already been
played. :

M. MARTIN,
Secretary.
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UNIVERSITY TRAINING CORPS

Recruiting took place in July this
year immediately after the College re-
opened at Tambaram. Among those
who tried for carolment a few were
disappointed because of their prima
facie - fitness being fulsified by the
thedical officer.  Is appearance always
reality ?

Is it not surprising to find that in
a few so-called rational animals, who
became cnrolled as members, their

- rationality has not given them the
simple distinetion of viewing the right
as different from the left foot? But
since that is only at the beginning of
their career as recruits we may not
view it scriously.

We witnessed the happy function
this term of Capt. A. J. Boyd being
honoured by the presentation of the
Coronation Medal by the Comman-
dant of the U. T.C. The contingent

e
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had also the opportunity of spending
a pleasant evening at & tea-party whei'l
it had to say farewell to S.S. L
Jackeon who had been under orders
of transfer to another regiment and to
give welcome to S. 8. [. Birbeck W0
had returned after his furlough. "
Members of this contingent P28
and present desire to convey throug -
this report their sense of sad d}s"'P‘
pointinent and regret at the rcalgf;ar
tion of Capt. A. J. Boyd, who W&groe
scveral years its veteran oflicer. a
contingent is glad however t0
that his interest in its work is a8 keel
a8 ever. i
The contingent derives help 88 ho
did last year from Mr. Macnicol W o
gives a few lessons now and thezi;{ul
marching songs. We arc thal the
to him and we hope to denve
fruits of his labour.
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