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Harmony of Pzligioas

Dakshineswar Temple.

THE VOICE. OF THE DISCIPLE 69

Divinity grows in you, the weak-
nesses of humanity will fall off, of
themselves.

(12, The fan is discarded when
the breeze blows. Prayers and pen-
ances are of little avail when the
grace of the Lord descends.

(13) When shall | befree ? \When
“I”” shall cease to be,

(14, The Soul enchained is man
and the soul that is free from chains
is (rod.

(15 A wee laden with fruit
always bends low. So, true great-
ness is always humble.

(i6) The Almanac contains a
forecast of the annual rainfall, But
if you squeeze it, not a drop of water
will come out. Many wise sayings
are found in religious books, but by
merely reading them you cannot
become religious. You have to
practise the virtues,

(17) Be not like the frog in the
well, which knows nothing bigger
than its well. They are bigots who
like the frog in the well, cannot see

anything better  than their own
creeds,

(I8) A washerman has a large
store of clothes, but they are not

his. Men who have no orlginal
thoughts are like the washerman.

(19) The house-fly sits now on
wholesome food and now on a sore
filth. So doth the worldly man en-
gage himself at one moment in
religious  practices but the next
moment loseth himself in lust and
lucre.

(20)  On land or sea, in storm or
sunshine, the magnetic needle al-
ways points to the north; so let thy
heart be always directed to God.

(21) Theiron has to be thrust
several times into the fire and drawn
out and hammered before it becomes
a useful implement. So, you have
need to be thrust into the furnace of
troubles and tribulations, and beaten
by the persecutions of the world,
before you can become a fit instru-
ment in the hand of God.

(22) If you add a cypher to the
number ‘17 it becomes 10; and if
you add another cypher it becomes
100; and so on. God is number ‘1’
while your name, fame and posses.
sions are so many cyphers. If you
seek God first, the things of the
world will gain in value tenfold and
hundredfold, but if you forget God
and seek the things of the world,
they are as nought

i —

The Voice of the Disciple

A Brief Account of Sri Ramakrishna's Life in the words of
Swami Vivekananda.

lN the beginning of the last century

when occidental influences be-
gan to pour into India, when western
conquerors, came to demonstrate to
the children of the sages that they
were a race of mere dreamers, that
religion was but mythology, and

God and soul and all " that they had
2

been struggling for were mere words
without meaning, that the thousands
of years of striving, the thousands
of years of uttermost renunciation,
had all been in vain, the question
began to be agitated among young
men at the universities whether or
not the whole national existence up
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to then had been a failure. The
young blood sucked in the new
theories, and the idea ran through-
out the land that we must begin all
over again on the occidental plan,
must tear up our old books, burn
our philosophies, drive away our
preachers and break down our tem-
ples. It seemed for a time that this
wave of materialism and individual-
ism that had invaded India would
sweep away the whole of that sin-
cerity, that struggle of the heart
after God, that had come to us from
our ancestors. [t seemed for the

moment as if the nation were
doomed.

It was at such a time that a child
was born of poor Brahmin parents
(on the 17th February 1836), in one
of the remote villages of Bengal.
From his very babyhood, this child
was peculiar. He remembered his
past, as wesay, from his birth,and
was conscious for what purpose he
had come into the world. His par-
ents had also another son, who was
a learned man and was a professor
of Sanskrit, and while the child was
quite young, his father died, and he
was sent to study with his brother.,

After a short time, however, the
boy suddenly saw that all about
him were devoting themselves to
learning for the sake of money.,
Gold, and not knowledge, was their
real end. This disgusted him, and
he resolved that he would have
nothing to do with such learning,
He would not seek wisdom for the
sake of gold.

When he was twenty, his brothers
died and he became a priest ip a
Kali temple at Dakshineswar
which was newly erected by a rich’
lady. The life of the world had no
charm for him. He stooq day

after day before the image of the
“ Blisstul Mother ” reciting his
prayers, performing his worship and
weeping out his heart :

Alas for me, I cannot rest ;
This fleeting bubble earth,

Its hollow form, its hollow name,
its hollow death and birth,
For me is nothing. How I long

to get
beyond the crust
Of name and form ! Ah! open
the gates ;
to me they open must.

of light,
Open the gates g & Mother,
to me thy tired son;
[ long, oh, long to return home !
Mother, my play is done.

His passion to see the mother
face to face. grew intense and un-
bearable, until he could speak
nothing, hear nothing. except that
one thing. Days and nights passed
thus. \When a whole day had pas-
sed and evening had come, it would
make him only sadder and he would
cry, ‘“ Another day has gone,
Mother, and thou hast not come !
Another day of this short life has
gone and [ have not found the
truth”. In the agony of his soul, he
would sometimes rub his face
against the ground and weep. At
last it became impossible for him to
serve in the temple. e left it and
entered a little wood that was
near by and lived there. He could
not tell when the sun rose or set,
or how he lived. He lost all thought
of himself and often forgot to eat.
He began to see visions, to see won-
derful " things ; the secrets of his
Own nature were beginning to open
to him. Veil after veil was, as it
were, being torn off. God Himself,
the Mother Herself, became the

THE VOICE OF THE DISCIPLE 71

the teacher and initiated him into
the truths he sought, though human
teachers came to him later on.

His extraordinary conduct made
people think him a little derang-
ed in mind; his relatives married
him to a little girl of five, believing
therby to be able to turn his thought
and restore the balance of his mind.
But after a time, when he came
back to the temple, he was merged
deeper than ever in his madness,
The girl grew up into a pure and
lofty soul, and was able to under-
stand her husband’s aspirations and
sympathise with him. She became
one of the most devoted disciples,
always revering him as a divine
being and he saw in her the Divine
Mother whom he worshipped.

Many were the sad/ianas he per-
formed to free himself from social
vanities, to make himself the equal
of the lowest, to be the servant of
all. A Brahmin of Brahmins, he
would cleanse the place where beg-
gars and outcastes had eaten, treat-
ing their broken bread as a sacra-
ment, nay he would creep stealthily
at night to make himself one with
them in the menial tasks of remov-
ing impurity, even wiping dirty
places with his own hair. ** 7
show you that I aw in truth the
sevvant of humanity. let me become
the sweeper in your Jouse”

. Think of the blessedness of that
life from which all vanity, all im-
purity, all carnality had vanished.
In his presence one found that even
in this body, mun might be made
pe'rf'egt. Those lips never even
criticised any one.  ['hoge eyes had
pierced, as it were, beyond the
possibility of seeing evil, the mind
had lost the power of thinking evil.
He saw nothing but good. Such

infinite purity, such immense renun-
ciation gives us the one only secret
of spiritvality. “ Neither through
wealth nov hvough progeny, bul
Oy venuncialion alone, is iniioria-
lity Lo be reacled.’

He was a triumphant example, a
living realisation of the complete
renunciation of lust and money. He
would not even touch money and
he had so trained his nerves that, if
he were asleep and anyone took a
coin and touched him with it, the
muscles would contract and the
whole body would shrink from the
contact. Such  renunciation s
necessary in these days when men
have begun to think that they can-
not live a month without what they
call their ¢ necessities” which are
ever increasing in geometrical pro-
gression.

There was no rest for him. The
first part of his life was spent in ac-
(uiring spirituality and the last few
years were devoted to giving it out.
Men came in crowds to hear him
and he would talk sometimes twenty
hours out of the twenty.four. and that
notfor one day but for months and
months, until at last the body broke
down under the terrible strain, Gra-
dually there developed some trouble
in the throat, and yet he could not be
persuaded to think of himself. Those
about him tried to restrain him from
seeing people, that he might not be
disturbed, but as soon as he heard
that persons were asking to sce him,
he would insist upon hiwving them
admitted and say with a smile :
“This body I [ Lave had a hun-
dred suck . Plessed indeed is it yif
i niay go, in the service of others
{ would give a hundred thousand
bodies, 1f it could liclp a sin gl
soul.
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So he went on teaching and ins-
tructing without the leastregard for
his own health. At last he said one
day that he would lay down the
body, and in the night,repeating the
most sacred word of the Vedas, he
entered into Samadhi and passed
away (on the 16th August, 1886).

His thoughts and his message
were known to very few who were
capable of teaching’ them, Amongst
other disciples he had left a few
young men who had renounced the
world and were ready to carry on
his work. Having been in contact
with that blessed life for years, they
could not but be inspired by it, and
they were able to stand their ground.
They began to practise the rule of
the order of sannyasins, begging
their bread through the streets of
the city where they were born.
although most of them came from
high families. They persevered and
went on from day-to-day, spreading
the message of their great Master,

~until the whole world was filled with
the ideas he had preached.

Men and Women of to-day ! If
there are among you any who, being
young, do mnot desire to return to
the world, prepare to lay down your
lives as he did, make yourselves the
servants of humanity and be living
sermons. Words never do anything,
Preaching has beeu all in vajp
Every moment, prompted by thirst

for wealth, books are brought out ;
but they do no good, because the
power behind their words is zero.
Therefore stand you up and realise
God ! If you renounce all your
wealth and” your hunger after sex-
ual pleasures, it will not be neces-
sary for you to speak. Your lotus
will have blossomed and your spirit
will spread of its own accord. Who-
ever approaches you, w11_1 be warm-
ed as it were by the fire of your
spirituality o

But who is it that will do this >
Not the worn-out or the old, bruised
and battered by Society, but the
earth’s freshest and best, the strong
the young, and the beautiful. Such
are the men. who must be laid on

the altar and by their sacrifice save
the world.

This is the message of Sri Rama-
krishna. Do not  then criticise
others, but show by your lives that
religion is no matter of books and
beliefs but of spiritual realisation.
Only those who have seen it will
understand it ; and those who have
attained to it are amongst the great

teachers of mankind, They are the
powers of Light.

May He who is the Lord of every
sect, who is all-pervading, May He
bless us, May He help us, May He
give strength and energy unto us !
May His blessings be on all fo

r ever
and ever,

Panchavati where Sri Ramakrishna performed

his Sadhanas
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The Voice of the World

Tributes to Sri Ramakrishna from far and near

() Sri Ramakrishna Parama-
hamsa’s life enables us to see God
face to face. No one can read the
story of his life without being con-
vinced that God alone is real and
that all else is an illusion. Rama-
krishna is a living embodiment of
godliness. His sayings are not those
of a mere learned man, but they are
pages from the Book of Life.

Mahatma Gandhi.
2) To Ramakrishna Deva—
Diverse courses of worship from
varied springs of fulfilment have
mingled in your meditation. The
manifold revelation of the joy of the
Infinite has given form to a shrine
of Unity in your life where from far
and near arrive salutations to which
[ join my own.
Rabindranath Tagore.
(3) As Sri Ramakrishna’s heart
and mind were for all countries, his
name too is the common property of
mankind.
Sylvain Leve.

(4) Sri Ramakrishna was the
consummation of two thousand ycars

of the spiritual life of three hundred
million people a great symphony
composed of the thousand voices
and the thousand faiths of mankind.
Although he has been dead fifty
years, his soul animates modern
India.
Romain Rolland.

(5) Sri Ramakrishna is the proof
of the power behind us and the
future before us. So great a birth
initiates great happenings. Many
are to be tried by fire and not a few
will be found to be pure gold; but
whatever happens, whether victory
or defeat, speedy fulfilment or pro-
longed struggle, the fact that he has
been born and lived here in our
midst in the sight and memory of
men now living is proof that

God hath sounded for the trumpet.

That shall never call retreat!

He is sifting out the hearts of men

Before His judgment seat.

Oh, be swift my soul to answer
Him !

Be jubiliant my feet

While God is marching on'!

Sri Arabindo.

The Awakening to the Voice

The Ideals and Activities of the Ramakrishna Mission.)

The longest night seems 1o be
passing away, the sovest trouble
seems 1o be coming to an end af
last, the seeming covpse appears to
be waking and a voice iscoming to
us, genlle, fivne, and unmistakable
gl wtterances. Like the breese
of the Himalayas, it is bringing
life into the almost dead éones and

muscles, the lethargy s passing
away and India is awakening
from ey deep long slumber. None
can vestsl hev any more, nevev 15
she going to sleep any wore.
Every such awakening in India’s
past has been ushered in by a reli-
ious revival, and as the harbinger
of the present era stands the Order
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of. Sri  Ramakrishna. Associated
with tbe monastic order or the Math
ts a Mission, these twin organisations
standing for  renunciation and
service, the National Ideals of India

he Mlssmn undertakes service of
all kinds, social, charitable and
gd(\lx'catlonal. The monasterie,s are
t;r 1cat§d ._FO the perpetuation,

ough ‘spiritual  culture, of the
great ideal and revelatio’n which

Sri Ramakrishna P
. ) a
bodied in his life. ramahamsa e

The Mission was started
by Swami Vivekananda anélnit1 ?1932
now al:zout a hundred branch centres
in Indla,‘ eight in Burma, Ceylon
and the L'ederated Malay St,ates yel -
ven in the United States of An;éri ;
and one in South America Theca
are also workers of the brder n
Great Britain and Central Euro .
%p}? other parts of the worlljg,
Couough the monastic members

nt only a few hundreds, the la
members are in tens of thou’sands ¢

abSpr(;ad over India at present are
Ofmgl 0 hospltal.s and dispensaries
o the Rama.krlshna Math and
rolssmn, 6?)0 libraries and readin
ms, schools for b
. oys, 12
:li:hools for glr.ls and 20 Horﬁe,s for
€ poor. Besides these permanent
activities, temporary relief works
Zz;ﬁeorgfaglseéi and carried on ip
s of fiood, famine. fj
r
earth-quake ete, e eyclone,
moln Madras, there is a Math for
conrcliasuc members. The monks
uct‘t\vo monthly journals, one
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in English and the other in Tamil-
ltqh? gfedange} Kesari and the Rama-
Mrils .na' Vijayam—as organs of the
ssion; and the preaching of
religion is carried on by lectures and
class talks. A publication depart-
ment In attached to the Math. A
frf:e dlspensary works as an adjunct
with a daily attendance of over 300
patients. Besides these the Mission
workers are running in Mylapore a
Studen'ts’ Home—the largest of the
E/({i_uc.atlonal. institutions  of the
Sé;soli))rll~w(ith a Resideptial High
hohoo ean an - Industrial School,
ih ();eorr mfipag1ng a Girls” School
a0 ie own and pushing on the
e p ent of a big High  School
yagarayanagar, They are also
conducting night Schools in slums
visiting - patients in hospitals and,
carrying  on other kinds of social
Service, regarding service to man as
the best form of worshipping God.
The essential religious problem of
to-d/ay. Is how to reconcile the con-
Servation of individual

. ] spiritnal
values with that of social v } ,

vl alues, and
the VK/[O'rk' of the Ramakrishna l'\lzlth
Ission offers the solution.

52:: sympatjy, the strugole Jor
o poor, the tgnorant, the op-
w/f;;:(ﬁz Vow tjen ty devole your
hole b :f{.r 10 Lhese millions going
ooy czzd still downward
and ,(’now};,’/ at “ UI?“ be your God
s lhe htghest ;Z’IZZ{IZIZO hesealone

S
wanit Vivebananda.,

Sri Ramakrishna and Harmony of Religions
BY SWAMI GHANANANDA

[

HE vast and all-comprehensive
synthesis arrived at by Sri
Ramakrishna is a spiritual verity.
It was not designed, but discovered.
It was not reasoned out, but reveal-
ed. It has, therefore, all the perma-
nence of a natural law or scientific
truth.

Why, then, is our vision of the
harmony of religions dimmed ? The
story is told of a forester and a lion
who were walking together and fell
to discussing the inevitable ques-
tion, Who is the stronger, a lion or
a man ? Finding it utterly impossi-
ble to solve the problem to their
mutual satisfaction, they continved
walking and came suddenly upon a
piece of statuary representing a
man in the act of throwing a lion.
“There”, exclaimed the forester,
“you see man is the stronger!”
“Ah'! yes”, replied the lion, ‘‘but
their positions would have been
reversed if a lion had been the
sculptor.” Man usually portrays
religions other than his own in ugly
colours. Every mother thinks her
own child is the most beautiful in
the world.

In refreshing contrast to the mis-
representation of religions through
selfishness and pride pointed out
with gentle irony by the fable is
the grand principle of the harmony
of religions enunciated by Sri Rama-
krishna and illustrated by a picture
drawn by one of his disciples The
picture depicted a Hindu temple, a
a Muslim mosque and a Christian

church with the votaries of the res-
pective religions gathering together
and shaking hands in peace and
good will. The picture was so plea-
sing that Kesh1b Chandra Sen; the
great leader of the Brahmo Samaj,
praised it and said, “Blessed is the
man who has conceived the idea”.
What will be the outcome of
Ramakrishna’s teaching, if it is
carried out in practice! When the
influence of the teaching permeates
all faiths and communities, all dis-
sensions and conflicts in the name
of religion will cease. All members
of the human family will feel drawn
together in bonds of love and sym-
pathy, strengthened by a mutual
understanding and appreciation of
the worth of each other’s religion,
and breaking through the limits of
the fold of one another’s sect or
community. We shall cease to think
of tolerance as the ‘loveliest flower
on the rose-bush of liberalism, for
it has an air of patronising condes-
cension about it. When the truth
and the greatness of all religions
are recognised, men will not be
simply content with tolerating reli-
gions other than theirs but will take
a reverential attitude towards them.
Nay, we shall then be able even to
help actively a man in his own reli-
gion. The spiritual discovery of
Sri Ramakrishna will strengthen
the followers of every religion and
sect, for they will be able to draw
fresh inspiration and receive a new
impetus for the practice of their

own religion.
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I

When the clash and - clamour
caused by religious intolerance cea-
ses, that part of the collecti\./e
energy which is being wasted in
carrying on religious warfare, overt-
ly or covertly, will be diverted in
more useful channels of construc-
tive thought and activity, and if
proper guidance is given to it, it
can be utilised for the intensifica-
tion of spirituality and the develop-
ment of spiritual culture. The
doctrine of the harmony of religions
is itself based on the practical realj-
sation of the truth of all - religions,
and its application in life, individual
or collective, will shift the emphasis
from the differences in forms and
ritvals to the cultivation of moral
virtues and the exercise of spiritual
disciplines for the edification and
illumination of man—from the non-
essentials to essentials, from theory
to practice. Practical spirituality is
a great need of the world today.
We want peace and light more than
ever before.  The problems of the
world arise more from a lack of the
deeper vision of the unity of life
and its purpose and destiny.

The acceptance of the doctrine
of the harmony of religions is also
sure to bring in its wake greater
liberty in religious thought and life
than what obtains at the present
day. The very conception of the
essential unity of all religions  will
tend to liberate the mind from the
shackles of prejudice as well as the
fetters of submission to mere beliefs,
Men will have -ample freedom of
thought and views which will con-
duce to their mental growth and
spiritual development, Jp the great
spiritual and intellectual renaissance
that is always born of such liberty,

science will shake hands with reli-
gion, and philosophy will not be
speculative and theoretical but be-
come intuitive and practical. This
is specially necessary in the West
today, where science has been divor-
ced from religion and theology from
philosophy. With spiritual experi-
ence as the central theme—the
summum bonun of life—all philo-
sophies will throw open their por-
tals to the pure air of heaven, and
all theologies will receive fresh
light of thought that is in harmony
with the laws and truths of spiritual
life, )
The acceptance of the teaching
of the truth of all religions will
pave the way for a slow and silent
interchange of healthy principles
and precepts of the world’s systems
of faiths, without any one of them
altering or losing its central basis
or characteristic note. Itis a fact
that all systems of religions arise,
grow and develop in accordance
with certain laws, The birth of
each religion is from the experience
of a great Teacher or Prophet who
becomes its founder. The system
associated with his name is built on
the foundation of his realisations
and teachings. [t grows and deve-

lops with lapse of time; drawing its
Sustenance and stre

ciples and are therefore acceptable
to it. Christianity is an evolution
fr(?rr_l Judaism, and Buddhism and
Jainism from Hinduism, Adaptation
for the purpose of preservation and
.continuity has been 3 need not only
in the biological world, but also in
the_ realm of thought, culture and
religion. When interchange ofideas
takes place between religions under
the inspiration of the Harmony of

View of the Belur Math from the Ganges
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Religions, the aloofness of indiffer.
ence in which the religions live
today will be replaced by cordiality
of goodwill, and the isolation of
of antagonism by the co-operation
of conciliation. There will be better
understanding between the follow-
ers of the Semitic and the Aryan
religions. There will be greater
unity amongst the followers of the
ancient mother faith of Hinduism
and the followers of Jainism, Bud-
dhism and Sikhism, the branches of
Aryan thought, which are often
wrongly considered as alien to or
different from Hinduism. There
will be greater fellowship between

the sccts of every religion, and the -

communities of every creed, their
followers sharing in each other’s
welfare or woe.

I1I

With the acceptance of the har-
mony of religions, conversion in the
narrow accepted sense of the term
will tend to cease. This does not
mean preaching and teaching of re-
ligions will end for ever, but glori-
fication of one faith at the expense
of the other faiths will give place to
dissemination of truths and princi-
plesof religions by the respectivé
votaries. Preachers and teachers
will not consider it their duty to do
the destructive work of * weaning
away” the so-called infidels or
heathens or unbelievers from the
social and cultural environments in
which they happen to be placed and
admitting them into a new fold with
the ceremony of baptism or its
equivalent, but will fight atheism
and agnosticism and irreligion- -
those enemies common to all reli-
glons—and teach love and faith,
reverence and worship, letting every

-

one grow accordingto his or her
own law of individual evolution.

Itis possible that in the cases of
some persons who are few and far
between, spiritual inspiration may
come from religions other than those
to which they belong. They may
need spiritual help from outside
their religion, but such help may be
rendered in a spirit of service with-
out doing violence to the religion of
their birth, without any sectarian
motive and without taking advant-
age of the need for such help for
making them converts.  Spiritual
growth is always possible without a
formal change of one’s religion and
without deserting the fold to which
one belongs by birth. Ifa person
lacks faith in his own religion, it
can be restored by proper study and
reflection, right interpretation and
understanding. Even if he wants to
draw inspiration from the teachings
of any other religion which he may
consider as furnishing a key to
better understanding and better
spiritual life, he can grow from the
position in which he stands by assi-
milating those teachings, but yet
remain in his own religion.

The above procedure is calculat-
ed to strengthen the bonds of rela-
tionship between the followers of
different religions. Itis quite in
conformity with the principle of the
Harmony of Religions— that all re-
ligions are but different paths to
God. But we do see in the world
around us that high principles are
not easy of acceptance and less easy
of practice. Conversions go on
and are supported by the belief that
the religion to which conversion is
made is the only true or complete-
ly true one in the world ! ltisworth
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while to enquire into the causes of
conversion.

The view held by some that men
change their creed and seek admis-
sion to the fold of another religion
for purely religious reasons alone is
wrong. Considering the reports of
Christian missionaries who have
surely been doing the work of
preaching and publication of the
teachings of the Bible in all the
known languages! of the world in
a most elaborate and highly organ-
ized manner, as well as carrying on
the activities of proselytisation in a
most vigorous way, one would find
that they all agree that the results
obtained among the high castes (or
communities) are meagre2 . Among
the Hindus, for example, if thereis
to be any conversion to Christianity
at all, no mass movement can be
expected, but theindividual, in the
words of a Christian writer him-
self,! ““must break away, must
burst out tearing, as it were, the
living tissues that bind him to his
kith and sect.” TFrom the facts
gathered together by the same
writer, ‘‘the hypothesis is warrant-
ed that the response tends to be
unfavourable, to be indifference or
opposition, when the individual con-
cerned is an intimate member of a
group with highly developed and
complex culture. By complex cul-
ture groups we mean,in the light
of the cases we have examined,
those having the following features
or culture traits (1) history, tradi-
tional and usually written, covering
generations or centuries. (2) Special
w‘i‘th‘i: ?l?eé Elr:;igr‘;a.g;?de‘:n;he dg;‘};;;: t?;v t;? 02:2
pire: By Rev. Edwin W. Smith, Literary
Superintendent of the British and foreign Bible
Society.

2 Maurice T. Prince.

: Christian Missi
Oriental Civilisations, issions and

rites or at least doctrines, customs,
taboos, growing out of this history
and now consciously ascribed to it;
(3) a sacred book or books; (4)2
sense of group prestige that has
survived conflict with other cul-
tures; and (3) an organisation of
leadership (outside of the immediate
family for preserving and passing
on the tradition.”

Among the causes of conversion
which spreads, therefore, only
among the low, oppressed and poor-
est classes, the writer mentions
“(1) the need of food which com-
pels non-Christians to make an ini-
tial approaching response to mis-
sionaries; (2) the healing of the sick
which creates a confidence; (3) the
running of schools and colleges;
(4) love or the desire to marry one
who belongs to the Christian faith;
and (D) the desire for economic and
social advantage.”’!

In modern times the use of phy-
sical force is indeed rejected, but
in the words of Dr. Coomaraswamy
“all that money, social influence,
educational bribery and misrepre-
sentation can effect, is treated as
legitimate. With all this is often
combined great devotion and sin-
cerity of purpose: the combination
is dangerous in the extreme ’2

What is said here by hotha
Christian writer and anon-Christian
qne,is with reference to the Chris-
tian missionaries, but it is mostly true

also of most other missionaries of

the very vigorously and actively

proselytising religions. But it is

strange that they do not expect the

followers of other faiths to be actu-

ated by a similar devotion and sin-

g1 [bid. Vide Modern Review of 1925 Page
2 Ibid,
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cerity of purpose. For almost every
missionary thinks that his own re-
ligion is the only true or comple-
tely true path!! Qher religions
are either false, or at the most
partly, but not wholly, true. If
they are ‘partly true, they are at
best but a preparation for embra-
cing his own religion ! If the mis-
stonary of every religion were to
think in this strain, how can there
be peace and harmony in the world?

One can fancy God smiling at his
attitude !

In striking contrast with the
blmdly. narrow and sectarian view
regarding one’s religion as the only
true or completely true path is the
view expressed by some Christian
writers themselves. In a thought-
provoking article endtled ‘“‘In Pra-
se of Heathenism”2, Christian
writer observes—‘Much has been
spoken and written about the diffi-
culties of Christianising the so-
called heathen. One who has lived
for any considerable time in the
East comes to have serious doubts
3s to the desirability of doing so,
even if it were possible”’  The
writer expresses this view from her
pe_rsonal kn()wledge of men and
things.  She points out how the
Christian converts who are recrui-
ted mostly from the lowest classes
are not necessarily benefited moral-
ly and spiritually by their change
of creed. Nay, being drawn away
from their natural environments and
the healthy influcnces of their sim-
ple faith,” these humble persons
often degenerate in their moral and
religious life, and cven learn some

T’ Vide Article on "*Syncretic Tendencies

od . N
Wor?g ‘b()ngi.]e'Rcv. L.P. Larsen in the Student

A 2 In praise of Heathenism by Lily Strickland
hderson, in the Open Court for 1926,

of the vices of their Western co-
religionists.  Describing the state
of the poor peasant convert, she
says, ““Where once he called on
Vishnu or Siva, he now turns a
bewildered face up to the empty
skies, shorn of the garments of his
dreams. The more Puritanical his
teacher, the more he is divested of
beauty. All things that were natu-
ral and free to him are wrong ; all
that he thought good is bad...... his
imaginative and satisfying theology
is ridiculed, he is a sinner, a sa-
vage, and a creature of scornful
pity. He receives a vague, delu-
sive, cold and unfamiliar maze of
words in exchange for all the be-
loved and intimate manifestation of
his old belief. The new religion
does not make him happy, because
it is an imperfeet system, imper-
fectly practised and taught.” Thus
instead of intensifying the simple
faith of the poor convert, the mis-
sionary in many a case undermines
his very religious nature. For this
the missionary’s narrow outlook on
religious life and lack of compre.
hension of its psychology are solely
responsible.  The writer therefore
adds-- ““The average revivalist is
seldom intelligent enough to have
studied for purposes of comparison,
if nothing more, some or all of the
twenty Bibles of the world that
exist beside his own. He has not
considered the value of Mohammed,
buddha, Zoroaster, or even Confu-
cius and Lao Tze, as great tea-
chers inspired to benefit humanity.
He, as a Christian, belongs o the
army of the world’s ¢reatest snobs.”
These words are an indictment of
the ncgative side of missionary
work.  The positive side, @iz, edu-
cational, social, economic and other
forms of service done by  the mis-
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sionary, is, however, beyond all
praise.
The process of Aryanisation

adopted by the authors of the Hindu
socio-religious system was entirely
different from the process of the
missionary with its formal baptism
or its equivalent, ‘“ changing of
labels” or conferring of new names.
The Aryanising process did not
believe in the extermination or cul-

tural enslavement of the aboriginal

and foreign tribes admitted into its
fold. Each community was first al-
lowed to imbibe the Aryan culture
and then to settle down within the
bounds of the Hindu socio-religious
polity (varnashrama). It maintained
its own distinctive individuality and
followed its own law of growth.- As
Sir Alfred Lyall observed—*The
clans and races which inhabit the
hill tracts, the outlying uplands and
the uncleared jungle districts of
India are melting into Hinduism all
over India by a process much more
rapid and eftective than individual
conversions. Among all’ these abo-.
riginal or non-Aryan communities, a
continued social change is going
on ; they alter their modes of life to
suit impraved conditions of exis.
tence; their languages decay, and
they gradually go over to the domi-
nant Aryan rituals. They pass into
Brahmanism by a natural upward
transition which leads 'them to
adopt the religion of the castes
immediately above them in the
social scale of the composite popuy-
lation among whom they settle
down.”! Thus both “Gods and wor-
shippers’” are refined and civilised.

‘The group, not the individual,

is
taken as the unit in such

a process.

T e ———

I Sir Alfred Lyall ;

——

Asiatic Stydies.
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The basis of the above process of
Aryanisation on its socio-religious:
side is truly altruistic. In other sys-
tems the individual is the unit.
When he acquires power or amasses
wealth, he leaves his class to its
fate and becomes a member of a
higher class. But in the Hindu
socio-religious system, if the indivi-
dual wants to rise to the higher
caste: he can do so only by taking
the whole community along with
him.

Altruistic though such a method
is, it cannot work well and every-
where under the conditions of
modern society. No country can
to day be self-contained and carry
on as in the past social or socio-
religious experiments without taking
altered conditions into account.
Moreover, though the process men-
tioned above is more rapid and
effective than individual conversions
among the higher communities, it
cannot compare with the ingreasing
number of conversions to other
religions .that have been taking
place amongst low and poorer com-
munities thatare attracted by social,
educational and economie advan-
tages. India is the home of many
religions today, Individual conver-
stons will also be found necessary

along with the ancient process of
ryanisation,

For some reasons consideration
of which will be beyond the scope
of the subject,! the ancient ideal of
varnashrama o socio-religious
system of the Hindus became rigid

er, be mantioned that as in
€ period breaking of the caste
n indiscriminate mixing of a

Scquent racinl and cultural
r + feformers aroge and divided the
People into definjte castes with definite rules
and regulations. (f. Lectures on India through
the Ages by Sir Jadunath Sircar, 2nd lecture.

i {t may, howey
the post-Buddhigt;
system resulted ;

Lo
:ﬁ%

.

Swami Akhandanandaji
(Third Presilent of the Ramakrishna

Swami Shivanandaj _—
i . krishaa Math &
(Second President of the Ramakrishaz

VMath & Lission from 1934-1¢37).

1922 10 1934)

Mission ‘rom
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and immobile during the period
that followed the rise of Buddhism
and a few centuries before the ad-
vent of [slam in India. Hinduism
became conservative both in religi-
ous and in social life. The masses
had been left where they were with-
out much change for social or cul-
tural elevation, or religious uplift.
The Mohammedans who conquered
quia had therefore a good opportu-
nity to make converts from among
the masses and these converts who
have increased in number with the
passing of centuries have remained
in Islam till this day, attracted by
its highly democratic principles and
equality in social life, Tor every
four Hindus there is a Mohamme-
dan in India at the present time.
Whereas the ancient clans, tribes
and communities-—the Sakas, Kush-
ans and Huns, the Scythians, Bac-
trians and Parthians, Abhiras, Gard-
habilas and Bahalikas—yielded to
the assimilative power of Hinduism,
the Mohammedans have remained a
distinct element. With the rise of
the Christian power, Christianity
also has been making converts from
among the Hindu masses, but not
with the same success as [slam. If
Islam had not been the religion of
about one-fifth of the Indian popula-
tion, there might have been many
times the present number of Chris-
tans in the land. Islam being an
actively proselytising religion, the
activities of the Christian mission-
aries have been confined to the lower
Seéctions of the Hindu fold. Add to
the Hindus and Mohammedans the
handful of Parsis, Jews, Jains,
Buc'idhists and Sikhs, and you have
a picture of modern India with its
many faiths. Of these, Hinduism is
among the least active as a prosely-
Using religion,

Conversions of individuals or
families of the weaker and poorer
section of any religious community
are generally made in the absence
of such advantages in its fold as are
afforded by the missionaries of pro-
selytising religions. Though the
doctrine of the Harmony of Reli-
gions is a spiritual verity, like other
truths or ideals of humanity it will
take time for recognition and gene-
ral acceptance by the leaders and
followers of all faiths. Conversions
froma community cannot, therefore,
cease for ever, unless the members,
especially those of the lower strata
of its society enjoy equal spiritual
and secular advantages with those
of the higher classes or castes. Such
conversions are a source of weak-
ness and danger to the community.
Therefore it was that Swami Vive-
kananda pointed out that so long as
other religions are actively engaged
in proselytisation, the weaker and
ill-organised community should also
take the necessary steps for the re-
admission of the perverts, and even
to make new converts from other
faiths to save itself from dwindling.
That is why the Suddhi movement !
has come into existence, and there
is a greater feeling for organising
the Hindu fold more than ever be-.
fore. [t need hardly be said that
the duty. of organising with a view
to securing secular and spiritual
advantages to one and all in a com-
munity devolves on itself. This
duty was recognised centuries before
Jesus Christ was born, for Krishna
preached spiritual equality for all
and Buddha both spiritual and social
equality. It is a remarkable feature
of almost every community today
that it is becoming more and more
conscious of its power and need for

1 Thil was organised By _d;e Arya Sama)
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self-determination not only in poli.
tics and nationalism, but also in
culture and religion. Is it not signi-
ficant that Sri Ramakrishna camein
the modern era and preached the
grand doctrine of the Harmony of
Religions which strengthens every
faith and weakens none ?

Conversion has gone on apace for
years past among the weaker com-
munities. Whatever be the causes
of such conversion, - economic,
political or otherwise~it has created
problems of a complicated nature.
Conversions of the remote past---
whether just or hot—which resulted
in the complete absorption of the
converted individuals or communi-
ties cannot be viewed in the same
light as forcible or otherwise unjust
conversions, or conversions under
more or less suspicious circumstan-
ces that have taken place recently
or in some cases even within living
memory. The perverts who have
been taken away from the folds to
which they belong by birth may
have to be brought back, if necessary,
In practical application, a policy of
give and take will have to be adopted
in a manner that is compatible with
the necessity for preserving and
protecting all religions and at the
same time contributing to the gene-
ral religious welfare of mankind in
the light of the doctrine of the
Harmony of Religions. When seri-
ous difficulties arise out of years of
conversion, leaders of the different
communities concerned may confer
and deliberate on a plan of action
which will result in the cessation of
a spirit of hostility and promotion of
of a feeling of conciliation.

With a view to fostering a spirit
of fellowship between the different
proselytising faiths, the leaders of

the religious communities would do
well to adopt and follow some such
rules as those given below, which
may be regarded as the necessary
corollaries of the grand doctrine of
the Harmony of Religions—of the
great truth that all religions are
but different paths to God -

(1) No conversion by a religion
should be taken to mean anything
but a change of heart through an
appreciation of its spiritual ideals
and their assimilation in accordance
with one’s own law of growth, and
no preaching and propaganda should
be done with a view to take away a
person from his religious fold,!

(:2) Formal conversion by baptism
or its equivalent may be attempted
by any religion in a country of
which the inhabitants do not belong

to any recognised religion of the
world,

(3) If any person desire to wor-
ship Rama or Krishna, Buddha or
Jesus, or any other embodiment of
the spiritual ideal of any religion
whatsoever, he or she should be
given the liberty of doing so with-
out relinquishing the family, society
or religion to which he of she
belongs by birth 2

(4) Rendering spiritual or religi-
ous service to an individual should
be kept distinct from such service as
social, educational and economic.3

_I‘Thi's will be acceptable only wl?eixruts‘pir;tu;zl
edgjtqat:on alone is aimed at, and not when a
missionary of a proselytising creed wants to
add to the mumber of his converts.

2 This. idea has been recognised by Hinduism
alope with its theory of Ishtam, according to
which one can attain spiritual development
only]f),y adoring aBsmntual form or ideal that
one loves most.  But we ghoyld r
it is only & e in an .emcmbcr that
needht‘he worship of a spiritual form or ideal
worshipped by any other community.

h3 ?cl)cxaf. educational and economic service
:nou ¢ bL;: treated as o common duty of every
an to be done tg brother-man in times of
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(5) Vigorous attempts should be
made to shift the emphasis from
institutionalised religion to religion
in its pure original form, and from
number to quality in cases where

formal conversions may be permis-
sible.

(0) Conversion by any religion
whatsoever should emulate theideal
of cultural and spiritual elevation.

If some such suitable measures as
the above are not taken, there is the
likelihood of the weaker community
or communities rising in organised
opposition from a motive of self-
defence and self preservation. It is
out of this motive that some of the
re-actionary or checkmating move-
ments well-known in history have
arisen !

v

It is indeed pleasing to find that
the influence of the Hindu ideal of
reconciliation is slowly penetrating
East and West. The great truth
that all religions are but different
expressions of the One Universal
Religion and that they all have
emanated from one and the same

need, irrespective of caste, creed or colour
This ideal is practised by those philanthropic
and social workers—lay and monastic ~who
follow the teachings of Ramakrishna.

} Religious movements which come into
exigtence to fill a need are usually of three
kinds, iz, (a) re-actionary or check-mating
movements like the movement of the Sikhs
under the Jeadership of Guru Govind Singh, or
of the Mahrattas under the inspiration of the
breaching of Ramadas or the songs of Tukaram,
{6) Assimilative movements like the movement
of Chaitanya, the great Vaishnava Teacher of

engal, which resuscitated the spiritua) and
cultural consciousness of the country in the
days of the expansion of the Mohammedan fold
In Fast India and assimilated even many
lohammedans. {¢) Quiet, all-absorbing move-
ments like the Buddhistic movement which
silently protesied against the current false
beliefs and abuses of society and spread al]
over the civilised world. If any check-mating
of reactionary movement rises under any reli-
510'\. it is due tothe oppression and injustice
one by one or more of the other religions.

Divine source is recognised only by
Hinduism. That is why it aims not
at a formal conversion, but a con-
version of the heart. That is why
it stands for the universalisation of
the world’s religious thoughts by
helping men and women to realise
the unity behind the variety of paths
and creeds, sets and dogmas. 'l'h.e
theory of /s/iZan (Chosen Ideal, is
peculiarly its own: it is the only
religion which boldly proclaims that
one is at liberty to worship any
Chosen Ideal that one loves most.
{ts universality is imperceptibly
influencing the western mind and
even transforming the mentality
of the missionaries of many reli-
gions. Says Dean Inge- ““'There
is a common ethical and spiri-
tual ideal influencing the whole
civilised world, and each people
tries to find it in its own religion,
and does find it there. . .. Suppose
they (the Asiatics) worship a Deing
with the same attributes. [t does not
matter very much whether they call
him Buddha or Christ. \We must
look to things rather than words.”
A desirable change in the outlook
of the missionary was also indicated
by the late Mr. K. T. Paul, an
Indian Christian leader, who obser-
ved! - “livery religion is from God,
but the culmination of it all isin the
revelation through Jesus Christ.
That was in short the new attitude
not merely tolerant but reverent
and constructive towards all non-
Christian religions. . . . The best
missionary opinion is now moving
away from that attitude, There is a
more humble approach to the whole
question. If God has been speaking
to the Hindus through their experi-
ence and history as individuals and

4\ Vide Swara;jya,x Annua‘lWWS\rxpr;‘)lcment for
1925,
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groups for forty long centuries of
unbroken religious history, obvi-
ously He has trained them to under-
stand and interpret His mind in
ways different from those disciplined
in totally different conditions of life
and thought to which the missionary
belongs.” Toleration will surely
give rise to reconciliation and recon -
ciliation to co-operation and true
fellowship of faiths. It was such
a fellowship of faiths that Swam;
Vivekananda proclaimed at the
Parliament of Religions at Chi-
cago--“Do [ wish that the Chyis-
tan  would become a Hindy:
God forbid. Do I wish that that
the Hindu or Buddhist would be-
come a Christian > God forbid. The
Christian is not to become Hindu
or a Buddhist, nor a Hindu or a
Buddhist to become a Christian. But
each must assimilate the spirit of
the others and yet preserve his

it}dividuality and grow according to
his own law of growth’ !
\Y

Friendly contact between reli-
gions paves the way for contact
between the systems of culturesand
civilisations that have grown round
the religions themselves, I'he unity
of aim and purpose, and the affinity
of ideals and aspirations underlying
the acceptance of the harmony of
religions will radiate from the plane
of religion to the plane of cultural
thought and pave the way for the
concord of cultures and symphony
of civilisations, Communal and
national as well as regional and
racial cultures and civilisations will
be benefited by contact among them-
selves. They will lose the spirit
of narrowness and exclusiveness
and contribute their share to world
culture and world civilisation

T Swami Vivekananda : Chicago A;iz;éses.

Sri Ramakrishna Centenary Celebrations

Madras

COMMITTEE
President :
Swami Saswatananda
Vice-Presidents :
Raja Sir Annamalai Chettiar of

. Chettinad, K7,
Sir P. S. Sivaswami Aiyar, x.c,3,1,

Sir C, P. Ramaswami Aiyar,

K,C.IE.
Sir K, V. Reddi Nayudu, k.c.1.E.
Sir Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyar, K.
Srijut C. Rajagolachariar

Secretaries
Kumararaja of Venkatagiri
T. R. Venkatarama Sastriar, ¢, ;. B
Dewan Bahadur N, Gopalaswami '
Aiyangar, ¢ LE.
uvengadathan
Chettiar

Rao Bahadur V. Tir

Dr. U. Rama Rao
Srijut C. R, Srinivasan

Jt. Secretary & Treasurer :
Rao Bahadur C, Ramanujachariar.

Programme of Celebrations
218t [ebruary, 1937,

Sunday, Mylapore.
8 A. M.

Inauguratjon Prayer and
Parayanam :
At the Ramakrishna Math,
Brodies Road, Mylapore.
ajana :
By Sriman I M. Krishna-
swami Aijyar's Tiruppu-
&al Party and other Par-
ties.
Puja ;
Feeding of the Poor :

In the P §. High School
Compound,

10 A, M,
11-30 &, w.
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Harikatha :
On “'Sri Ramakrishna Para-
mahamsa” by Brahmasri
Srirangam Satagopachariar
Swami at the Ramakrishna
Math.
Public Meeting : Inthe P. S
High School Grounds,
Presideng -
The Hon’ble [ustice Sir M,
Venkatasubba Rao, K.
Tuagural Address .
Mr. M. R Jayakar, M. A,
Bar at-Law,

4 r. M.

6 1N,

7-30 r. a1 Processjon :

Vidwan Tirnppambaram T
N. Somasundaram Pillai &
Brothers will play on the
Nagaswaram during  the
processions on all  days.

22nd Febrnary, 1037, Monday, Veper v.

8 A. M. Bhajana:
At Sir M. C, T. Mutbia
Chettiyar’s High School,
10 A. 8. Puja;
11-30 a.n Feeding of the Poor :

In the Sthool Grounds & in
the Purasawalkam Aunna-
dana Samajam.

Music :

Vidwan Musiri Sulramania
Aiyar (Vocal)

Vidwan Karur hinna-
swami Aiyar {}7io/in).

Vidwan Palghat Mani

{ Mridanyam)

Vidwan Umayalpuram Vis.

wanatha Aiyar ((i/usfim)

3-45 p. M,

6 r. M, Public Meeting:
President
The Hon’ble Sir. K. V,
Reddi  Nayudu Garu,
K.C.1LE,
Address in Tamil;
Srimath  Swami  Rudra
nanda,
Addyess in fonglish
Prof. A R. Wadia of the
Mysore  University on
S Rameadorishua’s Sun -
nyas us Serviee.”
7-30 ¥, M. Procession:
3

23rd February 1937, Tuesday, Thyagara-
’ yanagar.
Bhajana & Parayanam:

At the Ramakrishua Mis-
sion High School, Thya-
garayanagar.

10 A. A, Puja:
11.30 A. M. Feeding of the Poor :
In the =chool Compound
and in the Saidapst
Annadhana Samajam.

Public Meeting :

Laying of the foundation
stone of the School
Building by His Excel-
lency 1be Lord Erskine,
G. (, I. B, Governor of
Madras,

S AL M

5p.oM

Addresss
Dewan Bahadur Sir  \l{adi{
Krishnasami Aiyar, Ki.
Music :
Vidwan Semmangudi Sri-
nivasa lyer  Vorel:
Vidwan Papa Venkatrama
Iyer : Violin
Vidwan Venu Naicker
Mridangam
Vidwan Umayalpuram Vis-
wanatha Iyer (fhatemn.

6 PN

S-30 7. M.  Procession:
24l February 1030, Wednes.duy, Washer-
wmanpet

S A.M. Bhajana & Parayanam :
At the Thyagaraya Chet-
tiar  Middle  School,
Washermanpet.
10 A. M. Puja:

Feeding of the Poor:
By Mr. P. ‘1. Palaniswami
“Mudaliar, at 16 & 17,
Ramanujier Streat, Wash-
ermanpet.
Music:
Venugana Vidwan Palla-
dam Sanjiva Rao
Flute
Vidwan Balakrishna lyer
Violin
Vidwan Nagarcoil Ganesa
Iver Viridawgam
Vittal

11-30 AL M.

3-30 ». M,

Vidwau 'I}'mjoré
Rao  Dolak
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6 P. M. Public Meeting :
President .

Srijut C. Rajagopalacha-
riar,

Address in Tamil -

Srimath Swami
bhavananda,
Address in English :
Rao  Bahadur Dr. A.
Lakshmanaswami Mu-
daliar on ‘“Sri Rama-
krishna Paramahamsa
and His Message to
Modern India, ”
Procession :
25th February 1937, Tuesday,
8A.m,

Chid-

7-30 r. M,

Sowcarpet
Bhajana and Parayanam :
At the Progressive Union
School, Audiappa Naic-
ker Street,
10 Ao M, Puja .
11-30 A. M. Feeding of the Poor :

(1) At Chbennapuri Anna-
dana Samajam premises,
(2) at Govindaramji
Gopal Das Choultry,
Mint Street, and {3;
Wall Tax Road Rice
Mandi premises.

Music : At the Progressive
Union School Hall,

Vidwan B, &, Raja \yyan-
gar of Mysore (Vocal)

Vidwan’ Erode Viswanatha
lyer  Violin,

Vidwan Palani Subramania
Pillai ( Az ridangam

Vidwan Tanjore Vittal Rao

3-30 p. M.

{Dolul
6 2 M. Public Meeting :
President :
M.R.Ry. V. v. Erinj-

vasa Aiyangar, B.A., L,
Address iy Tamil :

Mr, P. Meenakshi-

sundaram Pj])aj, B.A, B.1.,
Addregs 5y, English .
ewan  Bahadyr
{Q‘a‘u}aswami Sastriar o

b.n Ramakrishna the
Voice of God 1 the
Moderp Age.”

K. s,
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7-30 . M. Procession :
261 Iebruary 1937, Friday, East George
Town
Bhajana and Parayanam :

At the Vasantha Manda-
pam, Thambu Chetty
Street,

Puja :
Feeding of the Poor :

At the Y. M. C. A, Com-
pound by Mr. Ramanatha
Aiyar of Ramakrishna
Lunch Home,

At the Muthialpet primary
School by Mr. Rathnam
Mudaliar  of Messrs
Ratnam and Co.

Music ;

Vidwan Chittoor Subra-
mania Pillai + 'ocal)

Vidwan Papa  Venkata
Rama Iyer (Violiy

Vidwan  Venu Naicker
( Mridangam )

Public Meeting :

President -

8 A M,

10 A, M,
11.30 A, M.

3-45. . M.

6 P, M.

Nit VLS. Siviswami lyer,
N B
Leeture in Tl
Mr. 8. Satchidanandam
Pillai, Educational Offi-
cer, Corporation  of
Madras.
Lecture iy I‘fug/i.\// .
Srimath  Swami Viswa-
nandaji, Bomlby.
730 r. M. Procession :
27th February, 1937 »Saturday, Triplicanc.

S 4. M. Bhajana and Parayanam:
At the Hindy High School,
Triplicane,
POOja .
Feeding of the Poor :
At Chinla(ln’pet by Mr.
Gurunatha Mudaliar 3t
No. 49, Swami Nayakad
Street, and at the Tl'i_P“'
Cane Annadana Samajam
& at Chathurthi Vinaya~
kar Choultry, ‘Triplicane:
Harikatha :
Keerthana Patu Gayand
Patu Sriinathi Saraswatb
Bai on *Ramadass Charle
tram,”

10 A M.
11-30 a, M,

3-30 p. .
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6 r. M, Public Meeting:

President :
Mr. T, R. Venkatrama Sas-
triyar, C LK,
Address in Tamil :
Sjt. Mylai Rathnasabba-
pathi Mudaliar.
Address in English
Srimath Swami Srivasapan-
daji.
7-30 1. M, Procession:

Veda Parayanam at the Ramakrishna Math,
Mylapore, on all the seven days of the celebra-
tions.

Series of slides showing the lile hisl?ry of
Sri Ramakrishna to be exhibited at the impor-
ant talkies in each division.

Distributi 1) Sweets and Pictures to
fstritution of {1 W(jhildre:n of all Llemen-
tary Schools in the City.
2) Tracts in all languages to
@ Pupils in all  High

Schools in the City.

An Appeal

The Centenary celelrations, tou be wort'hy
of the great occasion, should not pass off with
the mere jubilation of a season, but should
leave permanent and substantial results: A
combination of these objects was aimed
at in drawing up the programme, l‘he
demonstrative part  of the celebration
consisted of Bhajana, feeding of the
poor in the forenoon, distril)utio{) of
sweets to school children, and music or
Harikatha in the afternoun folluwed by a
public meeting  with lectures in Engli.sh
and Tamil on difterent aspects of the life
and teachings of the Great Saint and a pro-
Cession o the accompaniment of music and
Chanting.

The part of the celebration calculated
to bave abiding eflect should, the Com-
mittee consider, be in the form of giving a
further impetus to the Ramakrishna Move-
Ment in South India both in respect of
its humanitarian and propagandic wnrk,a:f
that only will fully satisfy the spirit of S'n
Ramakrishna and be a real tribute to his
memory,

If & new chapter is to be opened in the
teligious, social, and vational life of the
“ountry, the gospel of self-confidence and
aggressive service propagated Ly the illus-
trious apustle, Swami Vivekananda by pre.

cept and practice sbould be stressed %r;lc;
passed on to generations to come. Lo
creation of the nucleus of a fun o
enable members of the Order to ur}deriaof
and organise relief measures in ti?esand
flood, cyclone, famine, p‘eshlence, em.a,r,1 nd
carry succour to the dls'"m?ssed w v
shock of the sudden afﬂlCtloI.l hasfa oY
paralysed them, is one such 'lu'le od wane;
Relief delayed and' adm\mstereﬂer o
appeals and ()rganisat}ons, and ‘al o
afflicted have partly adjusted thems'c:iv_. a0
hardly replace the first rush .(?f ai I\'Ili[slsion
value It is therefore to this the Mission
attaches great importance and for this rgted
pose a fund readily available to be opte1 -
upon and to be reimbursed _subsequen’ ?)e:xl
charitable countributions recc;m'ed on apjy

to the public, is an imperative need.

In the direction of pmpagandxﬁ \f'm;kma]
vigorous campaign should bal («u':l(em -
through popular vernacular pu 21,“ a LJ. Thna
the valuable teachings of Sri Ramakris e
and Swami Vivekananda so as to reg;
every nook and corner. The need (llo mi
is for a religious message, {ree from olg‘ )
and scholasticism, from class .and caste' vias;
and religion if it is to function at all, in
modern society, should take a new {orlx(x;
devoid of all sectarianism,. anq shou
rake a universal appeal. This object can-
not be realised unless a sustaineq and LOI\‘-
tinuous propaganda of an intensive ch‘ara;-
ter follows the celebrations anfl fegds :he
flame now it up. To realise t'h1s object b}‘?
creation of a regular crganisation for pu‘ i
cation is essential, on howe.ver modest a
scale it may be at the beginning.

A modest rum of Rs. 5,000 to formd Km
nucleus for the fund for relief work and m):
5,000 to form the nucleus ‘;( t;\;e p;xg\(\)toct) iy

in all a sum O s. X
;l::cllec(i).r )’lhe Committee 'fervemly' k.m[ie
that this sum will be 1eadily and VY“““ﬁ;z
contributed Ly the generous p\\)?)hud \a“d
have so fully understood, ‘a.pptecllvate'ar and
profited by the Great Saint, his Tea
ings and his Mission,

Contributions however small, will be Ygtla’;e(;
fully received and a(‘kn(,:\?'ledged vb.) ”\’ y
Babaduor C. Ramanujachariar, J( bu_/l.' 15'
Treasurer, Ceondenary Comyitltee, oo o
Home, Mylupore,



Opening Speech
By Ture Honeiy Justicr St ML VENKATASUBBA RAO, Criate AR
(Sunday the 215t Iebruary, Mylapore.)

REAT saints like Sri Rama-

krishna Paramahamsa are not
born every day. At intervals of
time, they appear on this earth to
bring peace and harmony and to
remind mankind of the profound
spititual truths which selfish pur-
suits tend to obscure. The entire
world is united today in paying
homage to the Saint of Dakshines-
war. He extorted the admiration
and affection of the great menof his
time, intellectual giants, men wide-
ly differing from him in their philo-
sophy and outlook. There are
countless men today, in the last
and the West alike, whose lives and
thoughts, the teachings of Sri
Ramakrishna profoundly influence.
His centenary is being celebrated
on a vast and magnificent scale in
many parts of the world, and tribu-
tes are being paid to him by men
both high and low. Of the divine
ecstasies in which Sri Ramakrishna
lost himself, of the profundity and
completeness of his Brahman-reali-
sation, of the diversity and cosmo-
politanism of his spiritual experi-
ences, of his complete and consum-
mate devotion to and love for God,
[ acknowledge with extreme
humility, [ am not competent to
speak.

But I should like 1o ask myself:
Has Sri Ramakrishna a message o
deliver to us, his countrymen, at
this epoch-making time, at the birth
of a new erainour political history ?
[ recall the pungent words of [Lord
William  Cecil, Bishop of Exeter,

who, speaking in the House of
l.ords during the debate on the
Second reading of the Government
of India Bill, denounced democracy
and referred to the disease O
corruption, to which it has been @
prey. He ascribed the gangsterdom
of Chicago and the demoralisation
of China, to what Rousseaun descrt-
bed as the heresy called the inherent
right of man to vote. ‘Vrue, demo-
cracy, a student of history will
concede, has been productive of
many evils; but what system on
earth, what institution devised by
man can be altogether perfect?
Democracy, like war, lets loose
passions of the worst kind, has a
tendency to lead to bickerings,
hatreds and corruption.  DBut if the
message of Sri Ramakrishna is to
be a living force, cannot democracy
be transformed in India into a thing
of virtue, be an incentive to ennob
ling and consecrated service and
provide un outlet for the surging
desire to serve the country and the
nation ? Swami Vivekananda, the
most forceful of Sri Ramaukrishna’s
disciples, was wont to say, that cach
nation has its individual mission to
fulfil in the world’s economy. OUr
national mission, he declared, was
to adopt spiritual methods of work
and never to allow them to b€
replaced by methods, however
successful - from  the  materialisti®
point of view, of an inferior type
To forget our glorious heritage
essentially based upon spirituilllty
would lead, said the Muster, 10

Inauguration of the Centenary Celebrations in Madras on 21—2—37.
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annihilation. But then, what is
spirituality ? It is, [ conceive, some.
thing totally different from religion
which, as narrowly understood,
consists  of outworn creeds and
cults and rites and rituals, whereas
spirituality is essentially an attitude
of mind indicating fervour and sin-
cerity, excluding self-seeking and
personal craving, which fosters an
inner sense of values and inculecates
dis-interestedness and  self-abnega-
tion. Says the Bhagavad.Gita.
“The  self-subjugated Truth:
Seers, whose impurities are
washed off, whose doubts
are destroyed, and who are
engaged in doing good to
all human beings, attain
supreme liberation.”

It is recorded of Sri Ramakrishna
that although in his own person he
reached spiritual heights where
neither pleasure nor pain mattered,
he evinced an intense and incessant
desire to relieve the sufferings of
others. A little reflection will show
that most of the unhappiness that
prevails, and most of the evil that
surrounds us. 1s attributable to
selfishness and self-seeking. Lo
Swami Vivekananda, his disciple,
belongs the credit of being the
exponent of this universal creed of
service.  Self-forgetfulness became
@ vivifying and driving force; self-
abnegation and service without stint
came to be regarded the corner-
Stone of his teaching. It is said that
he constantly repeated to the Sap-
nyasis that they had taken two vows
and that if the first was “ to realise
the truth”, the second was “to help
the world.” “If you wish to find
God”) he declared, “‘serve man”.
Need we wonder then that the
activities of the Ramakrishna Mis-

sion are inspired by this lofty ideal
of service! Incidentally, of the
many monuments that have been
reared to the memory of Sri Rama-
krishna, stands in supreme grande-
ur the Ramakrishna Students’ Home
which owes its existence to the
untiring labours of two lay follo-
wers of the sage, Rao Bahadur
C Ramanujachariar and the late
Ramaswami Aiyangar. Our leaders
should therefore, in strife and
struggle, despite trials and tempta-
tions, bearing in mind that theirs is
a spiritual mission, consecrate their
lives to the service of the country.
If we thus, in carrying out all work
concentrate on the saintly (ualities
of Sri Ramakrishna, we can play
our part nobly in the direction of
our country’s destiny.

India has another mission yet to
fulfil; to hasten the coming of peace
and goodwill upon earth, being
peculiarly fitted by her culture to
find methods of expressing the goal
of all human endeavour, namely,
the establishment of a world fellow-
ship. Swami Vivekananda said that
our national mission was to accu-
mulate spirituality and to distribute
it to the world. Violence and blood-
shed, hate, prejudice and fear, are
rampant throughout our fevered
world, on a scale unprecedented.
We can uicken by our efforts, that
sense of human fellowship which
lies at the root of all true civilisa-
tion and thus establish a really vital
bond of union bringing together
under one common banner men and
women of all nations. This, |
believe, we can accomplish in some
measure if we remain true to our
culture. Asoka, whose memory we
cherish, was the one monarch in
history who abandoned warfare afier
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victory. He devoted his life to the

spreading of peace and goodwill

.thrg).ugh(.)u.t the world. H. (?. Wells

Xsosal,:)rslzlll;:t?t History, referring to

“Amidst the tens of thousands

of names of monarchs that

crowd the columns of history

the name of Asoka shines

and shines almost alone a

star. * More living men

cherish his memory to-day

than have ever heard the

names of Constantine or
Charlemagne.”

No nation on earth has like ours

such a tradition of universal respect

f(?r consccrated and devoted ser-
vice,

fB.u.t let us guard ourselves against
a axlmg to which we Indians are

unhappily too prone to succumb.
l.et us not regard the past witha
sense of self.complacency ; let S
derive inspiration from it. let it stir
us to fervent activity, but let us n0t
allow the past to deaden life and
effort. If a man is possessed of some
greatness himself and on the scor€
of his own personal worth can claim
your respect, does he in season an
out of season refer to his noble
ancestors ! ikewise, let us who ar¢
justly proud of Sri Ramakrishna
as being the embodiment of all
greatness and nobility, remember,
while celebrating his centenary, an
always and throughout our lives,
that we should throw our energies
into making oursclves worthy of the
great sage,

Inaugural Address

By Mr. M. R,

l'I‘ is really carrying coals to
Newecastle for a Bombay man
to address you in Madras about Sri
Ramakrishna. You may perhaps
recall the days—I was a little
school-boy then- when you disco-
vered Swami Vivekananda in
Madras. You told him that he
had the potentiality and the capa-
city to become a world-teacher and
you encouraged him to go out to
the World Parliament of Religions
He owed, if not his inspiration at
least his encouragement to ’the
Madras audience. Coming from
Bombay—--prosaic, commercialised
Bombay I feel somewhat diffident
In speaking to such an audience.
We are met here to-day to celeb-
rate the beginning of what is bound
to be a very great function throuch-
out the whole world. It is indeed

JAYAKAR

a miracle that this humble saint of
Dakshineswar, an unlettered man
who did not know a word of Sans-
krnt' and whose knowledge of en-
gali was, according to his contem

poraries, very deficient should be
worshipped all over the world.
Fhat shows clearly that, in spite of
polmc'al. subjection, the spirituality
of India is not yet dead, and that it
can give birth to this great world-
teacher whose portraits are to-day,
in spite of so much war and blood-
slflcd, worshipped in distant corners

of the world - -in Japan, Russia,

chd(?n, South Africa and South
America.

) \1V}1zat_is the miracle that this man
t;; drcé]ifwd; what is: the secret of
i ‘g at success which his teach-
I—l}gs have attained in course of time?

€ Was not a teacher from books at

=3
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all. His early life showed nothing
to indicate that he would develop
into such a great spiritual genius.
Of course he displayed a little spi-
rit of rebelliousness. On the occa”
sion of his ‘moonja’ ceremony, he
refused to go to the most illustrious
Brahmin lady who was present and
say “Bhavati Bhikshan Deht’
as was the custom, but sought the
village blacksmith’s wife and insist-
ed on having his spiritual é/zksha
which is characteristic of the occa-
sion when the Gayatri Mantra is
taught for the first time, from
that lowliest of the lowly women
He did that, in spite of the protests
of his parents and friends One or
two instances of that character be-
token the greatness to which he
was in the long run to rise.

It is surprising, the way Sri
Ramakrishna looked at religion.
There have been saints and there
will be saints. But the way he
looked at religion was very differ-
ent indeed. He considered that
religion should be viewed from
three aspects the conception of a
human being, one’s relation to his
fellowmen and one’s relation to
God. If you analyse any religion
you will find that you come to these
three main conceptions. On all
these three aspects of human life, he
made a great departure, [ won’t
say from the essence of Hindu re-
ligion, because his surroundings
were full of the messages of Hindu
culture and civilisation but from
the course of his predecessors. As
regards the conception of man, re-
ligious teachers have generally two
Wways of looking at it. Some reli-
gious teachers say that we are all
condemned sinners, drunkards and
profligates and that we have the

potentiality of all that vice in us
when we come into this world and
that we must gradually evolve our-
selves. But that was not the way
Sri Ramakrishna looked at human
beings. He put up a very bold
claim for all of us, the boldest that
any religious teacher has put for-
ward since the days of the Upani-
shads, namely that every human
being had potential divinity in him
and that his contact with divi-
nity was inseparable whatever he
may do, however low he may be
in the social or moral scale. The
original fountain source from which
the human being derives his life
can never be cut off, whatever his
degradation and vice may be.
Scattered throughout his sayings
you will find this noble conception
that every one of us is the sacred
abode of God though unseen, and
that no human being is so degraded
that God remains obscured for
long. You find, therefore, that
amongst his disciples all kinds of
men and women are to be found.
His place was open to every one ;
people of all schools of thought,
Agnostics, Orthodox Hindus,
Brahmo Samajists all went there.
Men like Keshab Chandra Sen and
Maharshi Devendranath Tagore
also were among those who went to
learn from him. [ do not now want
to enter into a controversy whe-
ther they were his sis/yas or not,
but they certainly derived inspira-
tion from his teachings.

Many prophets leave behind
them a géZa but this prophet has
left no book at all behind him. All
he has left are just a few sayings
couched in the most human langu-
age, in the language of the illite-
rate fishermen and the language of
the lowliest of the lowly and the
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poorest of the poor. Barring these
he has left no church and no
churchianity behind him, nor any
book of criticism and propaganda.,
That is the extraordinary  charac.

sisted in seeing God, in coming into
contact with God. I do not mean
seeing with the physical eyes the
windows of the soul | they may ‘b
exXistent or they may not, as 1 L

teristic of this great teacher. What
does a modern saint do nowadays
He does two things: he establishes
a hierarchy of disciples and gives
them a livery of his own ; [ mean a
mental livery to circumscribe their
freedom. Secondly he writes a
book which is revered and worship-
ped. DBut Sri Ramakrishna has
left none of these. He has left
behind no doubt a great store-
house of spiritual energy ; he has
left behind “tremendous impulses.
Sri Ramakrishna’s conception of
the relation of man with the rest of
the world was very simple indeed.
[t was to establish happy co-ordina
tion between the physical impulses
of human beings, their failings, their
sentiments and even their vices
with the spirituality latent in them.
The second thing he attempted was
to bring them into correlation with
the rest of the world. He illustra-
ted by beautiful parables that man
did not live all for himself comple-
tely isolated from the rest of the
world but that whatever he did,
however low and inestimable he
might be, had its influence in a
wider and wider circle. He com-
pared this to the ripples produced
on the placid waters of a lake when
a stone is thrown on it, which go
on widening till they touch the
farthest corners of the lake.

Now there is one most significant
thing about Sri Ramakrishna and
that is this. He said that religion
is not a faith in divinity or belief in
aptha vakya or pramana where
reason ends, but that religion con-

Case of 2blind man. 1§ they were
the only avenue through W\“.C“
God could be seen, then a blfﬂd
man can have no prospect ofseelpg
Him at all.  We cannot dogmatise
as to the avenue of the soul
through which alone an individual
should sense God. We hear that
the worst agnostics of his time went
to Sri Ramakrishna and put him
questions and were thoroughly
satisfied with the answers he gave
them. In his presence they expe-
rienced something which they ex-
perienced nowhere else. That is
the peculiarity of this man. He
spoke with the same ad/iZaram
with which the great secrs of the
Upanishads spoke, for he was a man
who had sensed God.

Long, strenuous and varied were
his Sadhanas. Having heard for ex-
ample that Lord Siva had for his
abode the “Swasanam” or the bur-
ning ghat, he used® to spend
weeks and weeks in that place,
dreary but very quiet, and in that
atmosphere he learnt a lot.

He was told that the love of the
Gopis for Krishna had no touch of
carnality about it and that it was
pure spiritual love. He wanted t0
feel this truth. It is said that for
eight weeks he behaved like 2
woman; he dressed like a woman
grew hair like a woman and live
the life of a woman, just to sense
the truth which is conveyed by the
Gopi-Krishna relationship. ~ He
went about in his ecstasies in that
way and realised the truth under-
lying the Gopi.Krishna relationship

Swami Sharvanandaji

(President, Rama

Swami Ramakrishnanan daji

krishna Math
1912—1926)

Madras {rom

rishna Math, Madras

from 1897—1912)

(President of the Ramak
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that, is, the love of the devotee to
the lord.

Then Sri Ramakrishna was told
He got himself ini-
tiated by a Christian mystic into
the teachings of Christ. In course
of time he awoke to a realisation of
the personality of Christ. To com-
plete his spiritual experience he
got a teacher of Islam to initiate
him. Islam is not a religion that
easily lends itself to esotericism.
Very little of it is there. In course
of time he was initiated into the
mysteries of Islam and history
recalls that he sensed I[slam also.
When he had gathered all these
experiences, he came back to nor
mal life.

Sri Ramakrishna is the only saint
of modern India who has sensed
all the three great religions together
Hinduism, Islam and Christianity.
In that sense he might be taken to
be typical of what the future religion
of India will be. \Ve are beginning
this year a process of nation-building
and nation-welding through many
throes and travails and troubles.
Analogous to that, and perhaps as
a counterpart of that process of
nation building, will be another pro-
cess in the sphere of religion. 1 am
one of those who believe that the
teachings of Sri Ramakrishna, in so
far as they embody a correlation of
the three greatrelipions that inhabit
India—Hinduism, Islam and Chris-
tianity will prevail in course of
time, if the Mussalmans stop their
most extraordinary onslaughts on
other religions by conversions and
leave the process of one religion
being influenced by and assimiluted
by another to go on. ‘F'hat process
is going on all the time and conver-
sion interrupts that process.  Any
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conversion whether it is to Chris-
tianity or to Islam arrests that pro-
cess and offers an insult to that pro-
cess. Sri Ramakrishna has taught
that conversion hasno place in reli-
gion at all, for one religion is as
good as another. Itis notfaith that
will cure a man ; it is the sensing of
the divine by his personal experi-
ence. Therefore, he was dead
against conversion. The one thing
that I would submit for your con-
sideration is that we must all be
willing instruments in this process
where one religion unconsciously
and gradually influences another. If
you watch how wonderful, how slow
how imperceptible the process is ;
if you watch the world of literature,
especially in the West where the
teachings of this man have been im.
bibed wonderfully well ; if you read
for instance how Christianity is gra-
dually becoming more and more
esoteric and alike to Hindusim--
how their conception of the immor-
tality of the soul is gradually under-
going a change and becoming more
and more akin to the Hindu idea of
it; if you read the output of
literature in Islam and Christianity
{from year toyear; you will find how
wonderfully true has Sri Rama-
krishna laid his foundations when he
said that he sensed Godhead in all
these three religions. The Mussal-
mans who went to Sri Ramakrishna
became tetter Mussalmans, the
Christians who went to him became
more tolerant Christians, and the
Hindus who went to him became
more tolerant and resigned Hindus.
The wonderful part of the whole
thing is that the experiences record:
ed by the Islamic and Christian
students who went to him show that
they felt that in Sri Ramakrishna
paramahamsa they found the
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greatest embodiment of the teaching
of their own religions. The miracle
which happened in the case of Sri
Ramakrishna will happenin the case
of others also if the process is left
uninterrupted. Who knows what
the purpose of God is in bringing
these three religions together? It is
the most extraordinary phenomenon,
two militant religions thriving side
by side with a tolerant weak religion,
It is God’s plan to permeate
Hinduism with the virile truths of
the other two faiths and in turn
make them absorb the tolerance of
Hinduism. This process began with
Sri Ramakrishna and we have to see
that it continues. We  cannot
escape this process; we are enmeshed
in it; and it is up to us to co.operate
with this process and see that it
goes on.

You in Madras have caught the

spirit of the ancient civilisation and
culture very well, [am not saying
this to flatter you. You study

Sanskrit with zest and you Pproz-

nounce it well. The spirit ©
devotion is there. In the legal world
your judges have perpetuated the
great  traditions  of Hindu law.
[ would say that itis especially t©
you that people elsewhere look for
the proper interpretation of oUf
ancient culture and ancient civili
sation. [ regard the Ramakrishnd
Mission as a storchouse of spiritud
energy where you keep the tradition
of the ancients in wonderful Pl”'i't}"
You may change anything you like
mental bhabits, wearing appar€
cte.- but let the inside be wruly
Hindu, for what rcally matters is
the inside. Therefore the last words
with which 1 leave this audience
will he : Acep the tradition pure.

Sri Ramakrishna’s Sannyas as Service
By Provissor A, R. WADIA

HERE are three things which
appeal to me in the life and
teachings of Sri Ramakrishna. The
first is the catholicity of his teach-
ings. He did not stand out as a new
prophet, as the founder of a new
religion. He simply re-affirmed the
old truths preached by the great
founders of the different religions. [
believe that life is too mzmy-sided.to
make it possible for any one man
however great he may be, to exhaust
all the different sides of truth. In
order that the great truths might
not be lost to humanity, cen\%n' ;
after century and generation afteg
generation, prophets are born. not
so much to proclaim new tru{hs ds
to re-assert the eternal verities, Sri

Ramakrishna has rediscovered the
old truths and given them tousin &
form  which  would p:lrlicu]nrly
appeal to us

He was distinetly distrustful of
doctrines  He did not care so much
for what he taught.  fle was anxi-
ous that what he taught should lea
to a better life Ie consisteﬂtly
upheld the great idea which has
been running through Indian Philo‘
sophy that it is not a matter of i
speculative curiosity, but it is some”
thing which should sink deep into
our souls and make us betrer MEY
;m<_i women. [t is marvellous that
Sn Ramakrishna was always hanke-
ring not after followers who wou
worship him and praise him, but

SRI RAMAKRISHNA’S

after followers who ~would catch
something of his deep inspiration
and do somcthing to spread that
Inspiration, not merely to the four
corners of India but throughout the
whole world. That is the sccond
thing in him which strikes mc as
Important.

The third thing is his emphasis
on activity. Sri Ramakrishna taught
service to Man should be regarded as
worship of God. Hereis a genuinely
new note in the history of Indian
thought. There was this great teach-
ing in the ancient scriptures but it
was veiled by endless commenta-
rics. And Sri Ramakrishna carried
out that misson of service in his life.
He prayed to the Divine Mother
“(), Mother, let me remain in - con-
tact with men, do not make mea
dried up ascetic.”  When he found
that Swami Vivekananda was han-
kering after the experiences of the
highest Samadhi he said lic on
you for hankering after such things;
life must he one of service ; it is for
that that I am looking to you and
not for allowing you to seck your
personal salvation. On another occa-
sion he said that he would willingly
be born again even as a dog it
therchy he could help « single
soul. He lived in that spirit and
imparted it to his  followers.
The same again is embodied in the
Ramakrishna Mission. It has been
the usual thing with many sages to
shrink into themselves and avoid
contact with the outside world. but
Sll Ramakrishna even after attain-
ing the highest bliss of realisation of
God,  was yearning for kinship
with fellow beings, with people who
could get his inspiration and spread
his message all over the world, He
said : “Come my children: \Where
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are you r I cannot live without you.”
The children came to him in God’s
good time and a goodly fellowship
was built up around him. It is this
fellowship that has made the name
of Ramakrishna famous in the his-
tory of humanity. Rarely has the
world seen so marvellous a combi-
nation as Ramakrishna and Viveka-
nanda. It is difficult to conceive of
Ramakrishna without Vivekananda
and of Vivekananda without Sri
Ramakrishna, Ramakrishna was a
very simple man free from the
burden of knowledge culled from
books: he was a great religious
genius no doubt. He seems to have
understood the highest and the
deepest of all that religion can
mean to humanity. He could not
give eloquent addresses  nor write
books to spread his message His
teachings could have died with him
without leaving a ripple on the
curface of life.  That is what so
many of India’s sages have done,
But he wanted the living fellowship
of men to whom he could pass on
his inspiration so that they might,
even after his death, be a living
force in the world. That is how you
and I are now celebrating this func-
ton today and how people in far off
countries are paying homage to this
great soul and celebrat.'ing his. cen:
tenary. [ am sure he is now 1n our
midst contemplating the great work
that is done by his followers in his
name.

\What is the definite contribution
of the Ramakrishna Mission to the
intellectual and religious life of
India © First of all, Swami Viveka-
nanda, more than anybody else, has
recreated in us a pride in our past.
He came at a time when the domit
nation of the west in the life of
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adjacent to the school. The public
of Thyagarayanagar as they had
alr(_:ac]y promised, helped by contri-
butions in cash and kind to the
extent of nearly Rs. 1,600 towards
the initial expenses of the school. A
local advisory committee from
among them also guides its develop-
ment,

~ Every succeeding year, a higher
form was added and with the opening
of the sixth form in 1933, it became
a complete High School within
three years after its starting ; and
the strength leaped up from 150 to
300, 300 to 450, 450 to 700 and
now it stands at 1,200. The growth
must be considered phenomenal for a
school still inits infancy and housed
In unpretentious sheds. Recently,
It became even neccessary to
bifurcate the lower forms and form
abranch school in South Mambalam
on the Burkitt Road. "Theidea was
actually to make part of the school
go to the doors where the children
lived instead of putting the liule
ones to the discomfort of walking
long distances on roads riddled with
rapid trafic. There is now a pro-
posal to start a feeder elementary
school at the north end, in response
to a request.

The receipts from school fees
have increased from Rs. 5,000, for
1932-33 to Rs. 31,960 for the last
financial year. If the recurring ex-
penditure alone is considered,
leaving  capital outlay out of
account, the school promises to he
self-supporting.

Keeping in view the fact that all
sound educational endeavours should
be directed to discovering the vary-
ing abilites and aptitudes of the
children and developing them in
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fruitful  channels, the school is
makmg an earnest attempt to adopt

methods suited for the realisation of

the object, while in the main follow-
ing the courses laid down by the
department. Sanskrit is compulsory
ap to third Formand moral and reli-
gious instruction is provided for all
classes.  Special emphasis is laid on
teaching the mother tongue. I amil
and Telugu are the media  of inst-
truction for the teaching of non-lan-
guage subjects in the lower forms:
The school life is enriched by such
extra curricular activities as the boys’
literary union, the Volunteers crops,
the Boys” Court, the line Arts &
Dramatic Association.  There arc
committees of boys und teachers for
organising excursions,  athletics
garden work, carc of the buildings,
furniture and sanitation ete.—activi-
ties which go to promote self-held
and sclf-confidence and impart an
all round training (o the pupils.
The extra curricular activitics do
not in any way take away the zest
for study. “That  the very fiest
year (1936) in which 52 pupils were
sent up for the SS.L.C Public ex-
amination, 32 were declared cli-
gible- aresult which is not behind
that of any other school in (he Pre-
sidency—bears testimony o the
wise planning of work and play.
In the ficld of athletics, the school
'acquittcd itself creditably by winn-
ing the Inter-Zone Championship 18
Junior Football.

 Inthe matter of education of girls
in the High Schooi stage, an expert-
ment has been started at the recuest
of parents.  Girls completing their
8th standard  in the 1ocad 1ligher
Llementary School, for want of 3
r(:gn.];u' High  School in which to
continuc their studics, are admitte

SPEECH BY RAO BAHADUR C. RAMANUJACHARIAR 99

into the fourth form of the Boys’
High School but with separate sec-
tions composed of girls alone under
lady teachers. The fifth form was
opened last year and it is proposed
to add the sixth form, next June.
There are 34 girls in IV Form and
14in V I'ormnow. The arrangement
is a kind of compromise with co-
education which, under existing
conditions, is out of the (uestion in
the higher forms.

One other important feature of
the school is the hostel attached to
it It is now located in a well-ven-
tilated rented bungalow on the
Venkatanarayana Road and accom-
modates about 30 boarders, most of
whom are paying.

As soon as it became clear that
the school was in a fair way to
establish itself firmly, as evidenced
by the testimony of successive Ins-
pection Reports as to efficiency and
popularity, the Management began
to look out for a building site and
purchased at public auction sale
from the Corporation of Madras, for
Rs. 4,077 the site on which we are
gathered. It was chosen in consul-
tation with the District Educational
Officer, the Town I’lanning Expert.
and the Commissioner of the Cor-
poration of Madras. Mr. Champion,
as the Director of ’ublic Instruction
when lhe visited the school in 1934,
approved of it formally and offered
valuable suggestions regarding the
design and alignment of buildings
thereon. Though this site is less
than one acre in extent, by its
Central situation, it is eminently
suited for the purpose. A year later,
In 1933, a playground of five acres
Was purchased at a cost of Rs.
29,000 to the west of the Panagal
Park, justa hundred yards from

here. Towards this transaction, we
had a grant of Rs. 11, 450 from the
Giovernment, the rest of tl}e fund.s
having been borrowed. f}ven this
playing field has been considered by
the Director of Physical Training
to be inadequate to the growing
needs of the school.  The kind per-
mission of the Corporation of
\ladras has been secured for the use
of the public recreation ground in
the northern part of the new settle-
ment, as a supplementary play
ground. Pending the erection of a
permanent building, the classes are
held in sheds put up in the front
portion of the playing field. The
total amount so far spent on the
temporary structures and thatched
sheds alone has come up to Rs.
18,000.

The new building, the plans and
estimates for which have just been
generally sanctioned, will be in the
shape of the letter ‘I’ and will be
two storeyed, facing south on the
east park road ; it will provide for
18 class rooms, for a laboratory and
a library and a central hall for exa-
mination and meeting purposes.
Accommodation for a manual train-
ing section has also been provided.
The estimated cost of the scheme 1s
Rs. 97,350 or in the neighbourhood
of one lakh. The Government have
been gracious enough to sanction a
half grant of Rs. 38,760 on the por-
tions of the estimates amounting to
Rs. 77.523 so far approved in detail.
The rest of the estimates composed
of minor items is still under the
consideration of the department.
With the faith generated and sus-
tained by the uniformly kind response
of the sympathetic public to all their
past ventures, the management hoge
to appeal effectively to the public
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for fiinding the balance of funds in
respect of this scheme,

The parent institution at Myla-
pore was fortunate, in the; days
when it started its schemes for ex-
pansion, to secure among others the
whole hearted support of an organi-
sation like the Madras Secretariat
(Dramatic} Party, which has till
now contributed the greatest share
to the endowment fund viz., Rs. 23
lakhs. Their achievement demons-
trates what a body of sincere
workers actuated by singleness of
purpose can accomplish even under
great limitations. By a happy
coincidence, the Mambalam school
too has, when it starts its scheme
for development a similar backing
from another source. The nucleus
of its building fund comes from
musical concerts given by some of
the foremost musicians of South
India. Theidea originated during
the Sri Jayanthi season of 1932, and
the first concerts were given in
Trivandrum under the gracious
patronage of their Highnesses the
Maharajah and the Junior Maharani
of Travancore. Subsequent per-
formances were  arranged in
Mangalore, Bangalore, Bezwada and
other places, and these yielded a net
income of Rs. 5,600 the whole of
which was utilised for the purchase
of the present site and the erection
of one of the temporory sheds
Early in 1935, a tour was under-
taken in F.M.S. where another
series of musical performances was
arranged which brought in a net
sum of about Rs. 5000. This is
reserved to form the nucleus of the
Building TFund. Would it be too
much to hope that through continued
efforts in this direction, a large
portion of the sum of Rs. 50,000

needed for the building will bet

realised ? [ may be permitted . |

mention  that  Srimathi K. 2t
Sundarambal and a few othef .
leading actors and musicians whD
have been approached have promis
their sympathetic co-operation, or.;",
which we are deeply grateful. Locals:
efforts have not also been lacking:”

As an earnest, a sum of Rs, 530 has -

been raised already.

Another appreciable slice made
available for this fund is f,h‘i
C. Ramaswami Ayyangar Memorid
Fund, handed over to the manage
ment, by that Memorial Committe€,
Before my brother, C. Ramaswamt
Aiyangar passed away in 1932, the
last function that he took part 11
was the opening of this schoolat.s
Mambalam. The Committee cof
sequently have thought it fit to hand
over their contributions to be utls -
lised for the purpose. Out of the .
promised contribution of Rs. 6,000
a sumof Rs. 3,834 has already
been realised. Mr. Ramaswami
Aiyangar would have rejoiced to-
see this further development of
the scheme in the starting of -
which he had a hand, and [ am.
sure he is with us now in spirit: -

Fortunately for us, we have -
with us at least some of those
workers who stood by him through
thick and thin in all the years©
the Mission’s Educational work 10
Madras from 1905 onwards. The
chief among them is Mr. S. Vas¥
devachariar, whose name [ cann?t
refrain from mentioning, even if it
should offend his modesty. He 15
a veteran educationist, one of ‘!’e
most unostentatious of the Mis-
sion’s helpers, one who has been ‘
Treasurer to the Home for
long years now—and one who b)?g

C. Ramaswami Aiya

(Secretary, R. S, Home,

1905—32)

ngar

o( the

Swami Ramakrishnanandaiji with some

him

devoted-young men who were drawn to
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iis saintliness is a picture of our
lishis of old. The Mission would
ot have undertaken this school
*heme, but for his generously
fering to bear the brunt of the
urden. The efficiency, popula-
ity and growth of the school are
he result of his handiwork, his
‘age counsel and judicious gui-
lance.

Permit me in conclusion to ten-
ler the grateful thanks of the
Vlanagement to all the friends in
this locality who have been acti-
vely helping and co-operating in
the work, to the generous outside
public who have encouraged and
aided vs, to the successive Direc-
tors of Public Instruction, Ministers
for Education and His Excellency’s
Government for their uniform sym-
pathy and consideration to the
struggling institution. May I also

Sir Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyar’s Speech

WE find that in the history of the
world from time to time a re-
deemer comes up who gives his bless-
Ings to humanity so that it may be
uplifted. Sri Ramakrishna issuch a
redeemer. He infused a new spiritin-
to the life of this country. He had no
scholarship, no eloquence, but there
was something deeper and greater
than these in him. What is the contri-
bution of Sri Ramakrishna to the
religion of the world? There is a
tendency for religion to become
dogmatic, to indulge in proselytisa-
tion, to believe that truth is in one
r‘cl'igion rather than in another. But
Sri Ramakrishna preached to the
world that spirituality is not the
monopoly of any particular religion
or cult. He taught that religion is

5

convey to Your Excellency our
best thanks for the kindness with
which you acceded to our request
to lay the foundation for the new
buildings ? '
Planting a school is like laying
the seed for a mighty tree which
will grow from generati~n to gene-
ration and give sustenance and
shelter under its spreading branches
to thousands of young souls, eager
for knowledge. The place where
Your Excellency is sowing the
seed and the tree will arise, is 2
beautiful spot amid charming sur-
roundings in the most recent and
ideally planned suburb of Madras.
May the help and encouragement
of the public of Madras, the good

wishes of Your Excellency and the

blessings of Sri Ramakrishna r
on this foundation and ma
permanent and ever more fr
of good! '

a matter of experience, and

. 5 f} -~
matter of dogma or doctrine. It iflom wge™
the non-doctrination of religion that ="

is the special privilege of Sri Rama-
krishna, India needs that message
at this hour.

There are various religions
and various kinds of people in this
country and [ believe that the
federal idea is not merely a political
idea. India may be in a position to
teach the world that different people
with different religious outlooks and
different civilisations may well live
together in close amity. If India
solves this problem it will be a
lesson not merely to us but to the
whole world. We are suffering to
day from the cult of a militant

!
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nationalism.  All over the world
people are unwilling to tolerate
other nations and other religions.
India has a mission to fulfil in the
future as it had a mission in the
past. We might notbe able to hoast
yet of scientific researches and in.
ventions, though even in these fields
of practical and positive science, if
we go back to early days we m,ay
find that India was not behind the
restof the world.  But so far as ()n(;
aspect of our culture is  concerned,
India has kept up a continuity. There
has been a succession of religious
teachers who have given to the world

the great message of toleration-
Scholasticism is the vice of the
modern generation and we shoul
get rid of it. [t was said that maf
does not live by bread alone.
would say that man should not live
by meditation alone without service:
Both should go hand in hand. You
cannot have a utilitarian philosophy
without a beliefin God ; nor €aB
you lead a purely spiritual life
without doing some service 10
humanity. The Ramakrishna Mission
stands for this principle and that is
what makes possible enterprises O
the kind that we see before us.

Speech by His Excellency Lord Erskine,
Governor of Madras

’ I was very glad to be able to accept

- athe invitation so kindly made
to me'to lay the foundation stone of
these :new School buildings. "T'he
laying of a foundation stone is
always a pleasant ceremony, for it
is performed in the hope that great
things are to come of the building of
which it is the beginning. But the
pleasure is doubled when one can
feel a definite assurance that that
building is most certainly destined
to be of real and lasting value to
those whom it is intended to serve
and in this case [ am most fully
gssxlred of it. l‘or, the school which
1s to be housed here is undoubtedl
fulfilling a very definite want. A)s’
proot of that, I need only point to
the phenomenal growth which it has
displayed in the short space of its
existence. Its strength now is eight
times what it was when it was start-
ed four and a half years ago ; and
not only that, but it has alr,ead
thrown out one offshoot of its p"aren);

stem and is even contemplating the
throwing out of another. There
could surely be no better evidence
of the need for a School which is
felt in the pleasant surroundings of

this new suburb of Madras, nor of

the excellence of the cducation
which is being imparted here. No
less evident is the need which the
school has of a fitting residence for
its occupation, and [ am sure that,
housed in these new buildings, it
will prove an even more valuable
asset to the City of Madras than it
is now, and a worthy addition to
the ranks of educational institutions
which are the pride of this Presi-
dency.

And this, 1 think, is only to be
expected of a venture which has for
its promoters the Ramakrishna
Mission.  Zor it seems to be a [act
that any undertabine to which
the Mission sets its hrand Jorth-
with flourishes e,weca’z‘ng})'. I do
not suppose that there is anyone
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here to-day who does not know of
the wonderful work that has for so
long been carried on in the Mission
Home at Mylapore. I have myself
visited the Home and have been
very much impressed with the emi-
nently sape and practical lines on
which it is run and with the happy
spirit which pervades its inmates.
Indeed 1 could wish this School
nothing better than that it should
preserve and extend the traditions
which have been built up at Myla-
pore, traditions of sound educational
instruction and vocational training,
of piety and daily self-help, which
go to the making of the self-reliant
citizen of the future. In the years of
depression through which India, in
common with the rest of the world,
has passed, many other institutions
have fallen off in strength and been
sadly handicapped for funds, but the
Ramakrishna Mission has never lost
ground nor failed to touch the
heart of a generous public. On the
contrary, it has but gathered
strength for a more extended endea-
vour, of which this School is the
out-come. May we perhaps attribute
the secret of the Mission’s success
to that high example which was set
in the saintly life of its Founder

whose Centenary you celebrate this
year ?

It is that spirit, I know, which
animated the late Mr. Ramaswamy
Aiyangar, by whose passing India
lost one who had given a noble life’s
work to the service of his fellow-
men. His work is being carried on
by his brother, your Secretary,
whose recent tour in Malaya to
collect funds for the building of this
School is a striking example of his
energy and devotion. I feel sure
that, with the impetus of his enthu-
siasm, this School will increase in
vigour and in value as the years go
on, and that all the financial assis-
tance which it requires will readily
be forthcoming. I am glad to know
that my Government have been able
to help the Mission with consi-
derable grants, both capital and
recurring. They have on numerous
oceasions borne testimony to the
value of the Mission’s work, and I
am happy to be here to-day to add
my personal tribute. [ hope that
these new buildings will be speedily
completed and that this School
will be the mother of many good
citizens of India in the days to come.
{ wish it and the Missison all pros-
perity and success.

Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and His Message to

Modern

By Rao PAanapur

(2400 fcbruary 19357

TH[S fand of ours has been fortu-

nately the recipient of many
favours through divine grace. It has
the most natural beauty in the
world-  the Himalayas with mighty
rivers flowing from it and giving
their message as they flow through

India

Dr. A. 1LAKSHMANASWANMI MUDALIAR

IVashermanpel.)

mountains, wild forests and magni-
ficent plains. The characteristic
spirit and civilisation of India is not
to be found in the cities, but in the
villages and remote forests. It is
this India that can produce and has
so far produced sages and saints.
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History records that it has always
been from the oriental peoples that
the greatest givers of divine messa-
ges have sprung. Krishna, Jesus,
Muhammad, Sankara, Ramanuja,
Kabir, Nanak and Guru Govind —al}
these world-teachers have sprung up
on this side of the Red Sea. You
have always to look to the brown
man to carry the message divine.
I'herefore it is not without some
significance that in this era there
was born in the blessed land of
India a sage who gave a message to
the whole world and whose message
is probably more appreciated in the
west to-day than in his own coun-
try.

‘The message of Sri Ramakrishna
is the message of love ; so abundant
so infinite, so widespread and sa
eftective that nothing can compare
with it Differences of dogmas,
differences of religions, differences
of race and sex—mno obstacle on
earth can check it; it overcomes
everything. [t is the love such as
the Gopis had for Sri Krishna, the
devotees have for their Ishtam, the
mother has for her children. Marcus
Aurelius said ;

v Mf thy brother offended thee,
think not that thy érefiier offended
thee; rather think that is ¢}y
brother that has offended thee, so
that the offence will be forgotten.”
Therefore if you love your country-
men and everyhbody else in this
world with this kind of love which
knows no obstacles, then all these
unfortunate tendencies of the so-
called modern civilisation will dis-
appear.

Sri Ramakrishna saw the image
of God in every individual and rea-
lised that even the fowliest of the
low were part and parcel of the

same divinity. To deepen that
conviction he would go at nights to
the houses of the so-called untouch-
ables, wash their dwelling places
unnoticed and clean their streets
with the same spirit of worship with
which he served in the Temple.

He made it abundantly clear by
his life and teachings that every re-
ligion was good, provided it was
followed truly.  Alas, how few of
us realise it to-day ! The religious
and sectirian  conflicts of the
modern world are a menace to the
peace of the world; the people who
fight have no idea of what true re-
ligionis. They have no idea of the
truth of the saying: ‘“There ought
to be Unity in essentials, diversity
in non-essentials and charity above
all in everything”. [t was given to
Sri Rumakrishna  Paramahamsa to
realise the truth that all religions
are the same. He practised [slam;
he embraced Christianity and lived
the life of the devout Muslim and
the true Christian. After rea-
lising the truth of these two religions
he came back to normal life, If we
remember that to-day we are the
inheritors of the great and glorious
message which he gave for the bene-
fit of humanity at large, India will
once morc shine as the greatest star
in the firmament and it will be one
of the leading lights of humanity and
the harbinger of peace and good-
will among men.

Sit. C. Rajagopalachariar’s
Remarks
It is not on account of any
pride, but itis the truth when
[ say that there is no religion like
ours, no culture like ours anywhere
in the world.

[t is our good foriune that Sri
Ramakrishna was born in our own

MR. V. V. SRINIVASA

age and not long ago. Heis our own
flesh and blood. In spite of our sla-
very, we are not completely devoid
of grace. As a boy, | had the good
fortune of living with Swami Viveka-
nanda in the same housein which he
lived when he sojourned in Madras,
forty years ago when he returned
from the west. I could never imagine
then the coming of all these insti-
tutions- -Schools,Homes, Maths and
Hospitals-——which have been started
in the wake of his teaching. e
has inspired all this work. Let us
lay his message to heart and profit
by it.

Professor P. N. Srinivasachariar:
In the history of the world there
is sometimes a spiritual decadence
followed by a spiritual awakening,
One hundred years ago. in India
there was such a decadence and
such a reawakening. Narendranath
was born in Caleutta at a time
when there was the triumph of wes-
tern civilisation over the east. He
was steeped in the western methods
of rationalism. A few miles away
from Calcutta lived Sri Rama-
krishna who was the consummation
of the spirituality of India throngh
the centuries. The contact bet-
ween Sri Ramakrishna and Naren-
dranath was the contact between
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eastern culture and western culture.
As a result of the contact Sri
Ramakrishna conquered Narendra-
nath. This was due to two factors,
repunciation and realisation. Re-
nunciation means the giving up of
desires, minimising of wants and
not accumulating  wealth. Con-
sequent upon the renunciation of
the wants of life, spirituval realisa-
tion will follow. Realisation means
the realisation of God in all reli
gions. The Paramahamsa realised
Jesus, Muhammad and God in the
various forms portrayed in Hin-
duism. Therefore it is that during
the last hundred years a new  spiri-
tual possibility has been unfolding
itself in India and throughout the
whole world.

His message is that God is not
merely the IFather in Heaven; he
is the divinity in every one of us.
This truth cannot be realised by
philosophy or ceremonialism; service
to humanity is the only means of
attaining realisation. This mes-
sage of his gives the inner spzf'xtual
meaning to democracy which is the
assertion of the dignity of the in-
dividual irrespective of caste, creed
or colour.  We would do well to
lay this to our heart while we stand
on the threshold of a New Era.

Mr. V. V. Srinivasa Aiyangar’s Speech

(2370 february, Sowcarpet.)

T is not without significance that
this national celebration should
have synchronised with the dawn
of 2 new era in our country. We
are apt to call many things in our
life mere accidents. But to my
mind the dawn of a new era in poli-
tics and the celebration of the cen-
tenary of Sri Ramakrishna Parama-

6

hamsa are vitally connected with
each other.

Centuries may have to pass before
his message is appreciated in all ts
glory and wonderful efficacy of hea-
ling and exalting, His message
will be accepted by the whole
world when people realise not
merely the IFatherhood of God but
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also the brotherhood of man and
}z)\~e<')ne annther as brothers united
in one faith.

The spirituality of Sri Rama-
krishna is the dynamic force at the
centre of the whole movement
bearing his name. The Swamis of
his mission are making incalcu-
able sacrifices  in the service of

mankind ; their motive force is the
dynamic spirituality of Sri Rama-
krishna. His influence will never
cease to be felt. [t will go of
increasing in volume ¢ll the whole
world is embraced into it and huma-
nity becomes surcharged with the
spirituality,  the  incarnation ©
which was Sri Ramakeishna Para
mahamsa.

Speech by Dewan Bahadur K. S. Ramaswami Sastri

RI Ramakrishna has said that he

plucked three fruits from the tree
of knowledge- - Compassion, Devo-
tion and Renunciation. Sin is not the
anly fruitof the Tree of Knowledge - -
that is the forbidden and destructive
fruit  The tree bears soul-saving
fruits as well, Of these he put Com-
passion as the highest. Sri Krishna
says in the Bhagavad Gita that the
Yogi full of compassion is the
highest Yogi (Parama Yogi). In
India, among the Pandits to-day
there is a tendency to cry downlove,
service and compassion as holding
clements of bondage to the soul
'heir teachings are often mere par-
rot talk, because they are not on the
road to Samad /i or on the road of
service but merely spin away spiri-
tual yarn by the yard. The lLord
says in the Gita that he has nothing
t> work for in the universe for His
own personal benefit or delight but
yet He incarnates again and again
to save the world. And yet He is
Yageswara. 1.et no one think that
lam crying down the elect souls
unmersed in the bliss of Samadhi.
But let no one rank lower those
equally elect souls who rise to the
lofty heights of such bliss and yet
come down to the thoroughfares of
life out of excess of compassion,

Who are we- -we hugging vur pri¢
and petty and pitiful sense-delights
to our breasts—to settle the war-
rants of precedence amonyg such
chosen ones who are belaved of
God @ Both the men of prolonged
Samadhi and the men who return
from Semad ki toservice are [nanis,
and the Lord says in the Gita
that they are Himself (/wan/ tu
Atmarea me matan).

Thus in Sri Ramakrishna, the
man of spiritual realisation, we find
intense love for, and service of man.
He taught in homely words and in
beautiful parables like Jesus Christ.
Though he discerned shrewdly
cevery kind of selfishness and hypo-
erisy, though he admonished many
persons with whose practices he did
not agree, he never hated any one.
Fhe man of true religious realisa-
tion is a man of large tolerance
and charity of spirit. Life was t0
him a divine comedy which he ob-
served with amused and  observant
eyes. He was full of compassion for
Pf‘le‘ multitudinous  sorrows of men.
1.l‘ns combination of humour and
pity, mirth with tears in the eyes and
tears lit up by the riinbow of gaiety
and  serenity and composure  Of
SPIlt, was one of the most remark-
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able characteristics of Sri Rama-
krishna,

) Equaliy: noteworthy are his child
tke simpiic{ty and his living trust-
fulness and his infinite forgiveness
and mercy. He shewed that the
golden lz'u;}p of spiritual realisation
will not go out in the wind~tossed
crowded(Hmmughhrcs of life.

He savs, “Alessed are ticy who
word for fiuman [recdom for ‘f//z‘l?’;s;
15 lhe hingdom of lLappiness.
[here is no happiness here or here-
after without freedom. But the
ancient and intolerable tyrannies of
the world yet continue unabated
Caste and class tyrannies, sex tyran-
nies, wealth tyrannies, power tyran-
nies, tyrannies of peopleover people
and nation over nation continue all
over the world. Unity is good:
freedom is good; but neither s
good without the other. Indeed
there could be no heart unity bet-
ween freemen and slaves. lTn}ty
cannot exist if there is the desire
for domination. 1'he mutual respect
of self-respecting free men is the
only secure foundation of heart
unity in the world. Love and free-
dom are inherent in the mind and
are merely obscured by our selfish-
ness. Love calls out for unity,
equality and fraternity, and frecdom
calls out for liberty. A person
who works for human unity sets
free the soul nature in himself as
well as in others. A person who
Works for human freedom does 1.1146-
Wise, None can deserve or achieve
Or retain freedom who denies 1t to
Others. This is as true of natons
as of individuals  The more loving
We are, the better do we see I'ruth
and realise God. 1he freer we ar¢,
the better we love, and the better
we realise Truth and God. Ercct

the Temple of Man and the Temple
of God will erect itself. The better
and more divine path is to sce und
love God and realise the truth of His
message to mankind and thus grow
to love His children and  yearn to
cet them free. The other way s
equally effective but not =0 ¢

The workers for human unity and
freedom, even if they o not now
believe in spiritual t'rulh or
head, will of a (‘crmud(".‘ come. 1.1)
helieve in and see the Iruth anc
realise  God. Sri Ramnkrnslm;\
says, “We have to b}nld on other
foundations now. e must h\.c
cuch an intense inner  lite that it
will become a being. And  DBemny

wilf send forth untold torches of
rise  and rush

easy,

(;4)({'

Truth. Rivers | rush
because their site thc: mountan %1},\
stith......... et us raise 4 mountn
. midst no matter how

of God in our matt
i : : will have
long it mkcs,-.mq when 1t L
been reared it will —pour 77807
O PAssIon and lioht on &/l i
v reme” He says further,
for all tine. ¢ says further,
“\ river has no need of bart u.;s.bt
it dams itselfs it stagnates wne

0Imes f()\\l . ];\ 5\\(}\ 1n ssan
/ 1 it "llld reécddi "
\NOI}\ f“f m y { ‘“, l

es free to express
and expresses i_tself. Men C< )\i p:exc
fect spiritual dxsccrnmel;t an e
vividly the process and t Ni'm‘\ e
tion of such purihca fon. o
Ramakrishna says, Y OL} c.m()r "
see the ego ob & mil’n” .
woniin as thl’()\lgh a g nl%b d:"(
To us in our meshes of | F-?},]p’
such a discernpment 15 lmpf)‘,\s le.
Thus the soul becomes purer,

. o and more, by
smes itself more  and 0 ,
comes 115 anity and

spirit becom

working for hum;\n‘. o ;xgain
human freedom: | Ag;ézl't‘rc; “You
' . . siind N :

did Sri Ramakri woll leok

e N Gaod ? Very o N
are beeklﬂg the divinity mant-

for Him inman :
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fests itself in man more than in any
other object.” Thus the acid test
of real godliness is the passion for
working for human unity and human
freedom  Those who seem to be
godly and who worship God and
study His gospels but yet are un.
interested in the cause of human
unity and human freedom or work
against such by thought, word or
deed are the worst of all hypocrites
(Mithyacharasto use Sri Krishna's
dynamic expression. Rolland ex-
presses  thus the teaching of Sri
Ramakrisna with  true vision and
incisive expression :  “No one can

truly love man, and hence nobody .

can help him unless he loves the GO

in him. And the corollary holds
good: nobody can really know GO

unless he has seen him in every
man”. The true love and service O
man will be continuos, dynamicahd

effective only if we realise the
divine in man and realise that We
must regard it as a duty and a privis
lege to allow it full scope and free
expression, We serve (God by serv:
ing the disunited and the depresse

and the dispirited and endowing
them with unity and freedom an

spiritual exaltation.

Speech by Sir P. S. Sivaswami Aiyar

(2600 Lebruary, Gokhale fall, Madras)

RI Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
is one of those great souls who
appear in this world from time to
time for the regeneration of huma-
nity. His life, his teachings
and his influence upon all those
who came in contact with him are
proof of the greatness of his soul.
The influence he exercised during
his life is sufficiently evidenced by
the life and work of Swami Viveka-
nanda, by the activities of the
Ramakrishna Mission which has
been working in different parts of
India, and the spirit of self-abnega-
tion and service to humanity which
has been actuating the members of
the Sri Ramakrishna Order. This
spirit has been working not merely
among  the members of his own
order but also amony other people
who have read his teachings and to
whom the spirit of his teachings has
beep communicated by his disciples
and followers. We can have no
greater evidence of the great influ.

ence of Sri Ramakrishna Parama-
hamsa than the work that has been
carried on in Mylapore and in other
parts of Madras in that spirit by
those who have been inspired by his
lofty teachings. ,
What are the proofs of a man’s
greatness > A man’s life is some
measure of it. A man’s influence
and his message to the world at
large is also some measure of it
Sri Ramakrishna was a man who
did not care for the externalities of
religion. He was a great saint and
secr and a greatseeker after 'truth
and he often had personal experience
of the Divine. The influence cxercis”
ed by a person during his life depends
upon ualities of a somewhat diffe”
rent kind from those which exercis¢
their influence upon posterity.
great deal of the influence exercist
by a person during his life depends
upon his personal magnetism, his
personal attractiveness, the steadl
ness of his temper and his under-
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Swami Yatiswaranandaiji
(President of the Ramakrishna.Math Ma lras, from 1926 to® {934
and now in Wiesbalen, Germany) .

SPEECH BY SIR P. S

standing of other people and their
wants, and his attempts t» minister
to their spiritual needs. That part of
his influence which depends upon
personal contact may be lost in the
case of posterity, but the teachings
that he has fefe hehind will continue
to exercise an  inlluence for ages
afterwards.

The great teaching of Sri. Rama-
krishna was the fundamental unity
of all faiths. He was undoubtedly
a devout Hindu a Hindu to the
mircow of his bone, but his Hinduism
wis quite compatible with his recog-
nition of the value of other creeds
and the truths contained in them.
In fact, whichever religion he appro-
ached, he looked noc for points of
difference but for points of agree-
ment.  He discovered the underly-
ing unity of all religions. He set
far more store by actual spiritual
experience and that was why his
teachings appealed to many people
outside the pale of Hinduism,
Cne point which strikes me in his
teaching is the need for faith. It
does not  matter  what  particular
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dogma  you hold, so long as you
believe in the spiritnality of the
universe and in the potentialities of
the spirit for the welfare and
advancement of the human race.

His life has been a great inspira-
tion to us all. Though he had not the
advantage of any literary education,
he had the advantage of contact
with followers of all religions, and
the advantage of living in the 19th
century surrounded by people of
areat education, people possessing
enormous stores of knowledge of
modern subjects—and the wisdom
embodied in his sayings is highly
spiritual  and  full of poetic beauty
and shrewdness of observation.
ile did not lay down any rigid
rule for all the people whoy went
to him tor guidance  Ile believed
in the doctrine of Adhikara Bedha.
He understood the capacities of
the different people who approach-
ed him sympathised with their
wants, understood their spiritual
teanings and the limitations of their
miad, and the advice he gave them
was adapted to their needs.

Swami Viswanandaji's Speech

lT fills my heact with great Joy to
= stand betore you on this  auspi-
clous occasion of the centenary of our
great Master. The South has given
to India three great Acharyas in
wWhom ¢he genius of the Indo-Aryan
vace  has  peached a high-water
mark. [t has given concrete expres
Son 1o the hopes and aspirations «
the heart of the Hindu race,
Magnificent temples and stone car-
Yings. ¢ i Madeas again  which
d,‘SCO\‘crcd the founder of our Miss
sion when he entered the city in 1803
45 an unknown Sannyasin, a begging

friar. [t is the citizens of Madras

who discovered in him a seer and

the prophet of New India and sent

him acrnss the seas carrying the
banner of Hinduism and Vedanta.
This celebration here is one of the
hundreds going on all over the
world. \Why is it that great thin-
kers, scholars and church dignita-
ries are enthusiastically co-aperating
in these celebrations What admij-
rable thing’haﬁ the civilised world
found in this unlettered man so that
he is literally worshipped by many
men and women even in America;
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\What is there in his life and teach-
ings > If you want to measure the
greatness of Sri Ramakrishna you
must know in what a critical juncture
he was born.

[n the history of the world there
are two types of civilisation. There
is an element of truth in Kipling’s
saying . “East is east; west is west.”
Modern Europe is a replica of
Greece. A greatthinker said every-
thing in Europe was Greek except
the air they breathed. The CGirecks
were an artistic and aesthetic people,
‘They were surrounded by Naturein
all her glory and beauty. The
Greek mind was attracted by the
beauty of nature. "I’ he modern demo-
cracy is itself a development of the
constitution of the ancient City states
of Greece. As opposed to the Greek
type of civilisation, a different type
of civilisation was developed in Asia.
We must not forget that India is the
heart of Asia. The vublime influence
of the Himalayas is responsible for
the tendency in the Indo-Aryan race.
If the Greek mind went after the
beauty in Nature, the Indo-Aryan
mind went after the sublimity in
Nature. Europe has produced great
scientists, explorers and discoverers,
but India has produced great dis-
coverers of the laws of spiritual life,
There has been an unbroken line of
secers and sages who have bnorne
testimony to the existence of a deity
who 1Is respoansible for this universe
and who have found that the glory
of human life is in discovering this
divinity and establishing its relation-
ship with human beings.  This pro-
cess was going on in spite of all
calamities and cataclysms.

[n the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury, India had to face a different sort
of problem. India came in contact
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with a very powerful, aggressive
and dynamic civilisation, a civilisa-
tion with a different outlook on life
and the world. The first generation
of Hindus who drank deep at the
fountain of western literature an
philosophy lost their head almost
completely.  The emotional Benga-
lees were the worst criminalsin that
respect. ‘They proclaimed a verdict
that our ancestors were fools an
that the best way of building up 2
new nation, since we had no  glort-
ous past, was to Duild on a new
basis and for that get inspiration
from the west. It was at this critical
juncture that this superman, Sri
Ramakrishna, appeared in an un-
known corner of Hindustan.

As a boy, he was like any other
boy. There was nothing extraordi-
nary about him. When as a boy of
nine. he was walking along the paddy
fields one day, helooked at the blue
sky above him and the white clouds
passing there. In admiring the beauty
of nature, the boy lost his eonscious-
ness and swooned.  People thought
that he was going to die.  But it
was the  beginning of his spiritual
carcer.  He sensed the super-
conscious state, the transcendent
reality of peace that passeth all
understanding.

Then the boy was brought to the
Temple of Dakshineswar where be-
gan the grand drama of the spiritual
life of modern India. Shut up in the
temple garden, he carried on the
scarch in his own mind. {{ was said by
the Marquis of Zetland  that scien-
tsts were making life more and more
complex and man’s mind more 2nd
more externalised, but this simple
humble priest was drawing himsel
more and more within and making
lifc more and  more simple.  1is

SWAMI VISWANANDAJI'S SPEECH 111

life was an epic of God-realisation.

He possessed an insatiable thirst for
God; his hunger for God-vision
went on increasing day by day. He
practised all sorts of spiritual exer-
cises prescribed in Hinduism, but
his hunger was not satisfied. He
practised Christianity and Islam.
Then came the great consummation
of his spiritual life,- -his realisation
that all religions were different
pathways leading to the one house
of the Almighty God. After this
realisation he was trying to meet
seekers after truth so that he might
tell them about his own realisation.
The foremost and best of them was
Swami Vivekananda who was to
carry the message of his realisation
to western countries. Sri Rama-
krishna had a store of tremendous
power and he was seeking for a
conduit pipe through which to trans-
mit this power to humanity and he
found it in Swami Vivekananda who
carried his message to the four cor-
ners of the world.

There have been prophets and
teachers and any number of seers
and sages in this ancient land ; but
what is the distinct contribution of
Sri  Ramakrishna l’ara_maham'sa?
You know that we are living ina
different age from that in which
Sankara lived. Much water has

flowed under the bridge since Saq-
kara ia wrote thew

and Ramanuja
commentaries. 1he India of to-day
is not the India of old when Var-
nashrama Dharma was the rule of
life for all the people. The Mus-
salmans and Christians have come
here. Of course people do not know
there were Christians here even
before England became  Christian.
The question is : Has er-xdux‘sm got
the monopoly of God-realisation and

are the Vedas the only books of
revelation > Things were all right
in the middle ages. But to-day we
have to rub shoulders with people
of various creeds in the streets, in
the Council Chambers and other
places If Hinduism is true, is not
[slam true? What is wrong with
Christianity ?  That is the prob'lem
which every rationalist, every think-
ing man has to face. Srl Rama-
krishna has given a solution of the
problem ; he has told us that wis-
dom is not confined in one book
and that there has been revelation
in all religions. This is not & _new
truth but a very ancient one. When
certain oblations were offered to the
gods——there were many gods in
those days—a wise man asked: To
which God do you offer these obla-
tions * To Indra, Varuna, Mitra?
The reply was: “To the Supreme
Being and the most high who is the
cause and the explanation of all
that you find in this universe, to
him who is the one without many.
You find in the Bhagavad Gita:
“Whatsoever path a man chooses
according to his innate tendencies
and predilections, [ reveal myself to
him through his path.” By his tre-
mendous austerities Sri Ramakrish-
na realised this truth. He put it
into effect in his daily life. The
place where he lived was  a great
Parliament of Religions. There
were Christians, MLlhafnmadans,
Brahmo Samajists and vartous other
kinds of people. All thought that
Sri Ramakrishna was their man.
He had a wonderful power of mag-
he had a wonderful power
Swami Vivekananda was
very vigorous physically and men-
tally. He wasa student of P}.erber;
Spencer, Tyndall and rationa 1slis Of
that type, but one single touch o

netism :
of touch.
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§1‘1 I’{:}makrishna changed his whole
life. The spiritual encrgy stored by
his constant communion with God
worked wonders with Swami Vive-
kananda.  Vivekananda was a great
teacher, nation-builder and [):l‘ll‘iut
but behind his great  dynamic pcr-’
sonality was this simple unlettered
man, Sri Ramakrishna.

Sri Ramakrishna and  Viveka-
nanda are the two sides of the same
medal, the one is incomplete with-
out the other.  Swami Vivekananda
represents strength, virility, cou-
rage, boundless love for the mother-
land ; Sri Ramakrishna represents
constant communion with God, com-
passion for sulfering humanity and
ineffable  sweetness. "These  two
personalities form a complete whole
- and their advent has - angured well
for the future of our motherland.
A nation  which  has produced
Svyaml Vivekananda and Sri Rama-
!{\ﬂShﬂ& has no cause for despair.
['hey have given a new lease of life
to Hinduism, Though depressed and
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dejected we may be, though we may
feel that we are a despiczﬂﬂe lot in
'the world, that we are untouchables
in the comity of nations, it will be
a great source of joy and inspir:lti()ﬂ
E()r us to know that there was born
n our country a man who is literal-
ly worshipped in distant countries.

The greatest contribution of Sri
Ramakrishna  to  the world of
thought is this: very religion has
truth embedded in it; we must not
quarrel with anybody and fall foul
of cach other.  Then we will make
a heaven of this world,  We ean all
11‘\f'e here as children of the same
ather.  May the Supreme Being
who is the Brahman of the Hindus
the A lih of the Mussalmans ;m.d,
the Ahur Mazda of the Zoroastrians
and the “ather in Heaven of the
Christians, may  Ile give us true
understanding, cnligh‘tcnmcm and
sympathetic imagination, so that we
can live as children of the same
ather, in peace, amity and har-
mony.

Speech by Mr. T. R. Venkatrama Sastriar

7 th Iebruary 1037

i }mve now had these celebra-

_tions for a week and with this
day will come to an end the gather-
ings of such vast concourses of
peaple, but the memory of the great
occasion will  ever remain hwith
us. Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
belongs to the order of immortals
and cannot  go out of our memory.
He will continue to inspire the ac(i-
vities of the people from day to ‘day
He is one of the custodians of thé
cultural heritage of our race and
one wh(? made the culture of the
race available to the common man.

Triplicane.)

I'he highest wisdom  came to him

naturally and not  as 4 result
tud y

of lstu\. . e stretches his hand

to the great past  of our coun-

try and also (o its future e is the
epitome of - Hindu  thought and
aspiration. . e s the embodiment
of. Hindu wlerance and of its world-
wide quest for truth, of its desire tO
seek vitalising thought and spiritua
sustenance from ;111h (quarters of the
earth, and in all forms which have
Euturzllly unfolded themselves in the
hum;m m_m.d for the uplift of the
uman spirit,

an
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What is his relation to the India
of today? Geographically we start
with the Himalayas in thenorth, lose
ourselves in its central and southern
forests and reach the southern-most
point of our country to realise the
unity that is India.  Spiritually the
history of our country can be con-
ceived in a similar way. We start
from the rock of wisdom contained
in the Upanishads, we lose ourselves
in the many forms of realisation of
the ancient wisdom and  finally

reach the stage where all the
diversified forms are unified and
harmonised into a unity that is

India.
A great consideration for the
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common man toiling and moiling
for the building up of the life .Of
India and upholding her composite
calture and  civilisation is found in
the dialogues of Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa.  He referred to the
common man steeped in poverty as
the Daridra Narayana. Service of
the Daridra Narayana is the motto
of the order established in his name.
T'his is very necessary in modern
times. In the conflict of creeds and
religions in total forgetfulness of
the truth, in the strife and gontend-
ing passions of the hour, Sri Rama-
krishna beckons to us and shows
us the way to unity of life, and
self-denying service to humanity.

s i

Swami Srivasanandaji's Speech

RI Ramakrishna Paramahamsa

passed away 50 years back ; Vive-
kananda passed away 35 years back;
still their names are fresh as ever
and from day to day their lives and
thoughts are permeating society.
The greatness of Sri Ramakrishna
is that he attained the highest reali-
sation and then returned to this side
of the world to tell other human

beings the way (o reach it.

The ancient message of India was
given again to the world through
Sri Ramakrishna. India has lived
that message for ages and ages.
I'rom India have gonc streams of
thought which have revivified the
whole world, Buddhism was spread
far and wide by Asoka. Its influence
was felt even in Jerusalem. ‘Lhe
institution of Sannyas was not found
among the Jews. But Jesus taught
them that poverty and celibacy were
two great things of his order. After
Buddha, somehow or other the insti-

tution of Sannyas was discourag-
ed. Muhammadanism is only an
offshoot of Christianity. The time
has now come for India once again
to take her rightful place in the
ccheme of the world. Today we
mayv be under subjection. But let us
all believe that we are the Atman
and that we have a message of love,
peace and harmony to the world.

There are indications of that al-
ready.
Everybody s praising Swaml

Vivekananda and Ramakrishna and
says, ‘‘How great they are ! But
how great are you > Swami Viveka-
nanda  had very high hopes  of
Madras, He wanted a 'l:heologlcal
college to be started in Madras.
The Swamiji wanted to .broadca}st
religion to one and all without dis-
tinction of caste or creed. The days
when one could say that the Hindu
alone shall get along, that the
Brahmin alone shall get along, that

~



/

114 OUR HOME MAGAZINE

men alone shall get along, are all
gone for ever. Kvery man and
woman must feel that he or she is
the Atman. When there is such a
feeling, India will rise once more
And nobody on earth can hold back
such an India. If you do not care for
this body, you can achieve anything
you 11!(63. That is the teaching of
the Upanishads.  This is the time
for you to realise such things and
India is the place to do it. Fhen
you can spiritualise the whole world.
Study the teachings of Ramakrishna

and Vivekananda and work for the
progress of India and the whole
world including yourself. India is
born to do great things. If you keep
quiet, other  countries will forge
ahead. You are the children 0
Ramakrishna and Vivekananda an

of the saints and sages like Sankara
and Ramanuja. You will never say
that money is your God, pleasure is
your g'(.>d 5 but your god is spiritud-
lity, rightecousness and love, and
work and death if necessary for
your motherland.

Statement by Rao Bahadur C. Ramanujachariar

HIS is the last duy of the cele-

*  brations of the Centenary of the
birth of Sri Ramakrishna and the
Committee feel glad to announce
that the programme set out has been
successfully carried out, and the
objects with which the celebrations
were organised have been in a large
measure fulfilled so far as the
demonstrative part of them is con-
cerned.  There is still time for the
working out of the abiding portion
of the programme, namely, the
tnstitution of the relief and puialic:r
tion funds and to assess the result
of the endeavours of the Committee
in that regard.  We feel bound to
give expr-ession to our feeling of
deep gratitude and indebtedness to
the public of Madras who have un-
grudgingly co-operated with us and
cheerfully given active help in bring-

ing the celebratio
. ns to  a su -
ful fAnish, coess

mﬁ\? tlhe‘vgeek’sj programme way
and varied to reach all grades
of people, it entailed our ind%n‘t' -
on the services of several ip t'mg
tions and individuals f{or hcl; Llitx:d

co-operation in varfous ways. It
would be difficult and invidious to
enumerate them all. Most of our
functions have been held in educa-
ti(')ll(ll institutions and the co-upera-
tion of the authoritics and students
was freely made available to us.
Six of the important schools in the
City closed their High Schools in
honour of the occasion and made
:lzexr premises and furniture availa-
,-)Cidgr)irn t?\e . celcbrzn.ions, })CSides
g active help in feeding the

poor and ﬁ»rgzmising the processions
and meetings. lispecially to the
young, who exhibited preat cheer
;ntmd enthusiasm, the opportunity
AT,
ot , ub Is - sure to be a
¢ of abiding inspiration for
future unselfish work. The brunt
gf the work was borne by the
Hcg’;é)fk:lﬁhlhfmukrishn;l ﬁtudcnls’
work began (t):e case the Le'nte‘,‘q;y
s g‘h vo weeks earlier. The
week to c(x;/:})(l)ls were closed for -a_l
eck able the boys to particl
Ipate in the service, We thank most
i:](:;;'ttl])f llfe authorities of all the
utions that lent volunteers for
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keeping order, for serving and for
making collections in Hundies by
sale of flags; that co-operated in
the distribution of sweets, tracts and
pictures; that gave permission {or
the use of their premises. in which
connection I must mention in par-
ticular the Committee of the
(rokhale Hall. We also feel thank-
ful to the police for their presence
and help during meetings and pro-
cessions.  Through the kind co-
operation of the public, we were
enabled to feed nearly 20,000 poor
people. Our labours were greatly
lightened by the generous offer of
the Chennapuri and Purasawatkum
Annadana Samajams and  philan-
thropic gentlemen, like Mr. G
Srinivasalu  Chettiar of Messrs.
G. Cunniah Chetty & Co, Mr.
Palani Mudaliar of Washermanpet,
Mr. K. Ratnam of Ratnam & Co,
Mr. Gurunatha Mudaliar of Chinta-
dripet and Mr. Ramanatha lyer of
the Ramakrishna Lunch Home, the
rice merchants of Wall Tax Road
and the Fruit Merchants of Bunder
Street, who undertook either 10
arrange directly for the feeding or
to bear the cost of feeding at parti-
cular centres.

‘lowards the distribution of con-
fectionery sweets to 60,000 school
children in all the elementary
schools of the city and the primary
departments of High Schools, we
had to requisition  the aid of a
number of dealersin the commodity.
We cannot refrain from mentioning
the name of Mr. 1. 1. Krishnama-
chari for having been the foremost
among the donors in this regard
and to the Sri Shiyali Confectionery
for having given valuable help in
making up the packets and distribu-

ting them

As for the procession, it could
never have been what it was, had it
aot been for the beautiful and ex-
pressive statue of Sri Ramakrishna
modelled and given by the talented
Sculptor of Madras, Mr. M. S.
Nagappa. This contribution of Mr.
Nagappa is greatly appreciated by
the public, whom he has placed
under a deep debt of obligation to
him. ‘Lo the most attractive feature
and one of universal appeal, viz,
Musical concerts each afternoon,
we had the unstinted aid of thefore-
most musicians. To them all we
offer our hearty thanks. Their
services to the activities of the Mis-
sion at all times have been given
freely and ungrudgingly and they
have placed the Mission under a
deep debt of obligation to them.
Vidwan Tiruppambaram Somasun-
daram Pillai and his brother aided
by Ramachandram Pillai have by
their readily acceding toour request
(o0 enrich the attractiveness of the
procession every night by their play-
ing on the Nagaswaram and freely
otfering their services to the cause,
rendered invaluable  help. It is
unusual to find a band of artists

who like them would be prepared to
their services free and for

devote :
such a long period away from their
homes. In grateful recogmtion of

their help, small medajlions are
presented as memeptos of thetr
services on this uniglie occasion- -

The Maharajahi of Venkatagiri
was kind enough to send his Samas-
thanam elephant and camel t0 help
in making the processton attractive,
put owing to the police having
declined to grant the permission
required for using them, we had to

1 back  All the same we

send then .
are thankful to the Maharajah for

his kindness.
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The Bombay Iurnishing Mart,
the Proprietor, Neo Komala Vilas
and others who very kindly helped
us by lending the furniture and car-
pets needed for seating the guests,
and Messrs. K. Ratnam & Co, and
others who helped in conveying
them from place to place in their
lorries have earned our grateful
thanks,

Messrs. Patel & Co., Electrical
Engineers very kindly lent their
Homelite Electric plant for our pro-
cessions. We thank them.

We cannot omit to mention the
help of the Secretariat actors
who with  their usual love and
solicitude for every activity con-
nected with the Mission gave a
benefit performance in aid of the
Centenary celebration fund.

In the matter of printing the ap-
peals, tracts, pictures, invitations,
handbills, nntices, posters, etc,
several printing presses rendered
free aid and among them are the
Madras l.aw Journal Press, Messrs.
Hoe & Co., The Ananda Press, The
Caxton Press, Kesari Printing
Works, Liberty Dress, Lverymans
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Press, Solden & Co., Thompson &
Co., the Dinamani ress, the
Madras Publishing House, the Peer-
less Press, etc. o them all, weé
express our thankfulness as also 0
the Proprietors of Cinemas who
screened the slides relating to the
life of Sri Ramakrishna.

In conclusion, the Committee beg
to tender their thanks to one an
all who have helped to make the
celebrations as beneficial and suc-
cessful as they have really been.

As the DPoet Rabindranath
Tagore wrote in sending his Cen’
tenary Message, Diverse courses 0
worship from  variel springs of ful-
filment have mingled in the grand
stream of Sri Ramakrishna.  "The
manifold revelation of the joy of
the Infinite has given form to a
shrine of unity in his life “'}“‘W
from far and near arrive salutations.
To them all, we the citizens of
Madras with one heart and one
mind have joined our own and set
our little lamps floating down  the
stream in token of our homage to
Him. May our love and worship
prove  acceptable to  Him and
may He bless us all!

Printed by V. C. Vasudevan at the India Printing Works, Mylapore and puBiiohOd by

the Joint Lditor, * Our Home Magaaine, '

' Mylapore, Madras,

Each soul 1s potentially divine. .

,

The godl Is to manifest this divine within, - by controlling
nature, cxiternal and tnternal.

Do this either by work or worship or gsychic control or philoso-
Py by ane or more or all of these—and be free. .

This is the whole of religion. Doctrines or dog mas, or rituals,
or books or forms are but sccondary details.



The encircling scrpent is the Kundalini with the Muladhara
al the tail and the Sahasrara at the head, drawn logcther in
Yoga. Then rises the Sun of knowledge in the horizon of the
mind, and the lotus of love blooms in the decp waters of the
heart's lake. Therein swims the Soul of the Paramahamsa in
the joy of Bliss Divine.
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