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WESTERN INDIA
| LIFE INSURANCE Co., Lrp.,

SATARA

WILL STAND ANY TEST OF FINANCIAL SOUNDNESS
IT has the least Expense Ratio
only 2392/

of its premium income,
IT maintains

the strongest Reserves :

as much as 9, of its Life FFund,

IT has declared the Highest Yearly Bonus:
Rs. 25 and Rs. 20 per Rs, 1000 Policy,

IT has the least Lapses of Policies :

less than 47 of total assurance.
IT is v

éry prompt in Settling Clajms.

Low percentage of outstanding claims,

Premium Rates are very moderate :

commensurate with risk undertaken,

ITS Investments are all in Trust Securities
hence it has not suffered any loss,

ITS POLICY CONDITIONS ARE LIBERAL
947, of Profits go to the Policy-holders.
Loans are granted at 67, interest on the security
Lapsed Policies can be revived at any time,
New scheme for reviving Policies lapsed for g long time.

After three years Policies lapsed are automatically kept alive,
Automatic Paid-up Policies after three years,

Liberal Surrender Valne after three vears,
Rebate of 2}* on premiums paid annually,
Savings Bank arrangement for Policy-holders,
Twao of the Directors and one Auditor ar
holders with Rs, 2000 with profit policies,

SUMMARY OF ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1935

ITS

of Policies.
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—

e elected by Policy-

New Business - Rs. 51,30,000
Annual Income : Rs.  16.65.000
Total Business : Rs. 270,00 000
Total Claims paid : Rs.  14.43.000
Total Assets : Rs.  71,71,000

Very few Companies have a qualifed Actuiry g Manager,
like the Western India.

, District Agent, Chief Agent, Manager,
PALGHAT MADRAS SATARA
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" Adopts the Reform M ethodmgcommgnded by;tihe(_ ‘-Boqr;d'
of:Eduéation for teaching modern languages. ¥y

THE REFORM METHOD"* Q/\n}
LITERARY READERS, BOOKS I—Ill
. | EDITED WITH , ,

EXERCISES 'IN COMPOSITION AND APPl'!ECIATION
BY
HENRY MARTIN, m.a.0.8.E.

Tl’ . b
» & JE d

i the lines
The Notes, Exercises and Hints have been wn}:.te: lo:dim e
' itor’s life- erience in teachin :

' by the editor’s life-long exp N iy
w:g:::;d roayding in High School classes, and are nfxeant :s setp ndian
;2)'3 to acquire practice in answering the type of pap
Matriculation and S. S. Lf G, exaqua:tpns. ethod advocsted by the

‘ is the Reform Me .
ethod adopted is . e
'gh:fuéducation in their Report on the Teaching of Engli
:::ued by most modern educationists.

¥

At

i in are
ill be seen that all the selections in the three :.o:)krss e
. ory
Itd‘; m works which have a permanent place in the his
gleaned fro
" English literature. . N
At the same time these selections are quite easy enoug
i ses.
suitable in other respects for High School clas

i consist
It should also be pointed out that the selections do not

)

i nt.
length to interest the pupils for whom they are mea
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THE STATE AIDED BANK
OF TRAVANCORE, LIMITED,

. Head Office:—ALLEPPEY

Branchu:—-Trivandmm. Changanacherry, Cochin & Quilon.

Sub-Offices:—Ernakulam, Kottayam & Kayamkulam.

‘ol

(UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF & LARGELY SUPPORTED
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF | |
HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA OF TRAVANCORE)
Chairman:—
RAQ SAHIB UDARASIROMAN! T. PADMANABHA RAO, AVL,,

HILL VIEW. TRIVANDRUM

SEASON DEPOSITS

Will be received up to 31st March 1937, at the
following rates at all our Offices:—
For Six Months 4147, per annum

One Year 5147 per annum

C. KRISHNA MENON, M. A.. A. .. B,

MANAGER
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CLEANS CLOTHES L0
=== LIKE ELECTRIClTY” ngc-
AR NAF DR

A GRAND SPECIAL OFFER

An ideal presentation set for marriage and other benign occasions.
6 Assorted cakes of our best varieties of Toilet'Soaps together
with a bottle of scent all contained in a beautiful
presentation box suitable for keeping
valuable jewels, diamonds etc.

One of our Lord Krishna Calendars for 1957 given free with each box.

Price Re. 1—8—0




T EL 'S5
E;@ 1CIOUS,

'IGESTIBLE
Extrasa o 4 ?
ms.’g‘ '}‘&“{m A INTY

Savoury dishes use, our famous
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misky \V H R AsaroETIDA
Sule fmporters., :

Yarji iri g
ngg:\'andas Hirjee& @ L

savindanns ! o7 )
G,‘I':M‘X,B::K;SM 7. AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE

VARJIWANDAS HIRJEE & Co.,

194, GOVINDAPPA NAICK ST.,
MADRAS

HEALTH IS WEALTH
Yon Can keep yoﬁrself clean and healthy by the regular use of

KERALA COALTAR SOAP

DISINFECTANT AND GERMICIDAL
GUARANTEED PURE
AVOID SPURIOUS IMITATIONS

Manufactured by

Kerala Soap Institute, Calicut.
BY APPOINTMENT TO

HIS EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF WILLINGDON

VICEROY & GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA
AND TO HIS EXCELLENCY

THE GOVERNOR OF MADRAS

Cures Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Syphilis, ulcerated sores,
black pimples on the face, glandular swelling, scurvy sores, blood and
skin diseases, and is a marvellous remedy for impoverished blood,
nervous debility, premature decay or want of strength and energy and
the fearful complaints. Any one who has used it will not deny the
fact that **Amrita Sarsa’’ is the best blood Purifier and a charm
that infuses fresh vigor into the system.

The mixture is pleasant to taste and is free from any injurious
ingredient. It is perfectly harmless in its action and is equally effica-
cious to the healthy and the diseased.

Price: 1 phial Re. 1. 3 phials Rs. 2-8. Per dozen phials Rs. 9.

Pcstage: As. 8. Rs. 1-1-0 and Rs. 2-13-0 respectively.

MAMHA SASARISTA

The great remedy for all kinds of Cough and Asthma. There is no
other disease so painful and intolerable as that of cough and asthma.
Victims of these diseases never get peace of mind in any stage, when
at sleep or awake. When the diseases are severe the body is bedewed
with sweat, the face becoming pale, expression impossible, the respira-
tory efforts become violent and the patient is in a paroxysm of the
most intense dysphonia. When the patient is in such a2 stage he feels
the world whirl round him, let him take one dose of our Maha
Sasarista and he is sure to feel immense relief. Our Maha
Sasarista is the specific for the constitutional cure of Cough and
Asthma. We generally advise our patients to use this medicine first
of all. 3 bottles are quite sufficient to destroy the disease to its very
germ and to give great relief and peace of mind.
Price: 8 oz7. phial Rs. 2-8. 3 phials Rs. 3-12 Pastage: As. 11 & Rs. 1-9

SRI GOPAL TAILA
(For external application).
The Wonderful Invigorator of the Nervous System.

Sri Gopal Taila is the best Nervine Tonic. It invigorates the brain,
cheers the mind, removes all seminal weakness and acts asa sovereign
remedy for sexual incapacity. It has the most exhilarating effect after
use. It infuses a fresh vigour into the worn-out and infirm constitution.

Price : per phial Re 1. 3 phials Rs. 2-8. Postage: 0-8-0 & 0-13-0.

The Mahat Ayurvedic Pharmacy,

Kaviraj Rajendranath Sen Gupta Kabiratna,
144/', Upper Chitpur Road, CALCUTTA




T. C. N. LEADS

" WHY?
— There is nothing Better
Neater or Nicer to Wear

T. C. N. is an efficient
substitute for

SOVEREIGN
GOLDBANGLES
Guaranteed for two years.

Big Size from 2* and above Rs, 3 per pair
Medium Size from 13*
below 2* Rs. 2—8-0 per pair.

g — :' Baby Size from 14" below 13* Rs. 2 per pair.
% @ | V. P. Charges 0-—~6—0 upto 6 pairs.
Lm%ﬁym”%p%é‘ ! Available in all Modern Styles.

Catalogue Free on Application.

T. C. Nagalingappa & Co,

280, WALLTAX ROAD, p, T., MADRAS

FOR
2 EALTH

SUPERION mMSK

APPINESS

@3 SEE YOU GET

. COPALIEE &bl The original misky quality

MRORAS

MADYAA - HenBALIwAm J
The best Asafoetida that
SA O Im givesrich flavour, aroma and

—or B

THE. ICN taste and approved by the
. Q ALR Y Medical people -3 digestive
\ * associate.
oL GOPALJEE & Coy.,
EVERYWHERE JoMBAY MADRAS
KUMBAKONAM MADURA
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and protected

Bathe with Margo Soap and
see how clean and refreshed
vou feel. Its creamy, anti-
septic lather cleanses each
tiny pore of every trace of
dirt and dust and leaves the
skin cleaner and refreshed.
Made as it is from refined
Margosa Qil, Margo Soap
removes perspiration odour,
S g and protects you from

\( - prickly heat and other
disenses.

MARGO
SOAP

The ideal sodp for all foilet purposes |
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Telegrams: “SIGACO”

Phone: 3168

THE
SOUTH INDIAN
GENERAL ASSURANCE Co., LD,

(Incorporated in India)
Head Office :—
Christian College Building, Esplanade, MADRAS

Branches: —

BOMBAY
381, lsmail Buildings,

CALCUTTA
9, Dalhousie Square,

Hornby Road East

District Organiser’s Office :—

BANGALORE
24 A, Balepet.

A First Class Indian Life Office Offering

MAXIMUM BENEFITS at MINIiMUM cosTs

DOUBLE & TRIPLE BENEFIT POLICIES A SPECIALITY
Influential and Reliable persons are offered the best
Opportunity as Agents and Organisers.

FEMALE LIVES Accepted.

Intending agents are invited to correspond with

Messrs. K. C. Pandalai & Co.,

MANAGING AGENTS
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PAX PER CULTURA

ROERICH PACT PEACE BANNER

On Vigil for Peace!

{DAIRY LEAVES)
By NICHOLAS ROERICH.

1 HE main thing is to start the movement and to

y give direction to the thought. Later on thought

' will readily flow assuming a world scope. Of

course there alvays will be, imitations, repetitions, elucid-

ations, comments and alflirmations............ Everything i1s
for the good. Dangerous is only a morbid stagnation.

The friends of our Pact have again cause to feel
encouraged. In the League of Nations there have been
proposed useful measures for the protection of Art frea-
sures. The League urges bomb-proof shelters for art and
museums are to be isolated from military objectives.
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D_f?-\x" “%The building of bomb-proof shelters for portraits

and restoration of the medieval sanctuary system for statues
are recommended to all countries by the League of Nations
International Museums Office in a report recently issued.

/ It proposes that pending an agreement for the protection of
M§s competent authorities everywhere shall put their

ational art on a war faoting along these lines:
9

{lor movable or easily transportable art works, the
ing of reliable shelters, within museums offering the
eﬁficacy as those designed, for example, for protection
givil population against aerial bombardments.

of
4 . . .
* /' Equipment of museums with a view to the removal

#”Art works to these shelters in cases of impending danger.

“Drawing up drilling instructions for training museum
staffs in these delicate operations. Acquisition of material
that can be rapidly utilized for protection against effects
of bombardment of Art works difficult to remove.

“For architectural monuments, adoption of the same
protection measures by competent departments with a view
to insuring, in the event of aerial bombardment, the safety
of more fragile parts (stained glass windows, basreliels
and other sculptural features) both inside and outside

monuments. Acquisition of appropriate equipment for
dismantling these parts.

“Steps to be taken with public authorities with a view
to clearing in peace time certain artistic monuments of out-
standing artistic or historic value of all surrourding
buildings, works, aerodromes, lines of communication, etc.
used or capable of being used for military purposes.

“Lastly, and in view of facilitating and concluding an
international agreement acceptable to the military author-
ities of all countries, construction outside urban centres and
in places that give rise to no misunderstandings from a
military or from a strategical viewpoint of shelters and
depositories to which movable objects to be protected can
be transported wherever possible: or appointment of a
town or centre in each country to be declared strictly
neutral and to serve as last asylum for humanity's laws. "
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Thus the League of Nations also ponders on the
protection of the beautiful. We shall not discuss. the
details of these proposals, some of them are more feasible,
others less. This does not matter. It is important that th'e
thought about the safeguarding of cultural treasures is
spreading all over the world. Many more golgothz_as and
burning pyres will yet fill the world with confusion and
awe, and these horrible signs imperatively will remind the
world how indeferrable are the questions of the protection
of all flowers on the field of Culture.

Some time back we suggested to our Pact Committees
to gather and summarize all proposals regarding peace,
emanating from manifold organizations. Much indexing
and many catalogues have to be made in order to reveal
the world thought about peace, about the protection of
world treasures, about agreements possible in this direction.
There is endless work to accomplish and world events
prove the real necessity of these efforts.

S.milarly, to the many branches of the Red Cross,
there will arise arcund the Banner of Peace various pro-
blems for decision. Without envy and enmity every
country will have to bring its mite into the treasury of
true achievements.

In schools, from early childhood, the foundation will
be laid for the saving of the Beautiful. This year will
mark the 34th anniversary of our peace pact movement.
During these three decades many people have approached,
many opinions were expressed, but one thing remained
unalterable —the indeferrability of action. World events
have but confirmed this.

Newspapers communicated that the Spanish Govern-
ment with difficulty saved the Cathedral in Barcelona from
its own mob. It was necessary to paste large posters
on the walls of the cathedral urging its protection and to
call out troops with machine guns. Isthis not a striking
example how necessary it is to educate the people’s
consciousness > Before our very eyes deplorable and
irreparable destructions are continuously taking place and
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only a powerful moral impulse can save humanity from
a repetition of fatal annihilations.

The Pact for the protection of cultural treasures is
needed not only as an official regulation, but as an educat-
ing law, which from the first school days w:ll imbue the
young generation with the noble idea of safe-guarding the
true values ot the entire humanity. The Pact has already
been signed by 22 countries. No doubt this large number
will gradually be joined by all other countries as well.
Our Pact has justly been named the Red Cross of Culture.
Truly it stands in closest relation to the great Red Cross,
which at the time of its inception was received rather

sceptically, but now has become an undisputably humanistic
foundation of life.

To show the imperative necessity of all peace move-
ments, let us listen to some statements of leading militarists.
“ It previously peace wished to subject war to its own laws
and regulate it by legal limitations, and tried to compel
war to respect its morals and values, now it is the opposite :
peace should be subordinated to the demands of war,
which bas become the ruler of the age and has shilted

peace 1o a mere concept of armistice. This emancipation
of war, that constitutes the main

feature of our era,
demands for

its realization the introduction of the last
decisive step: the abolition of the present social order,
which is based on the assumption of peace, and the substi-
tution of this order by a militaristic one. The establish-

ment of such a militaristic constitution is the specific
aim of to-day

Let us not burden the reader with too many such
depressing quotations, There exist entire volumes, as for
example, “ The Total War " and * The War for Annihila-
tion . They describe a war in which the whole population
of the nation is to take place, with the obiect of the com-
plete annihilation of the enemy, by all available means,
without any restrictions whatsoever, without mercy. Thus
the “ Total War " is directed not against the enemy's army,
but against entire nations as such. “War is the highest

manifestation of the vital will of the people and, therefore,
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ili » ilit-
politics should serve military supremacy,” sothe m
arists assert. .
One can easily understand what is meant by tlhe
L1 » SO
“ complete annihilation of the enemy ™. This colve.rs: 0
1] accumulations of culture. In face of the cruel aim {
:h «Total War " the merciless methods of conqugrorsho
. ild’ ty has
i hild’s play. [f humanity
ast will appear as ¢ P
the cl}\)ed such unheard of monstrosities, one must thel soolner
?:«:ct all efforts towards the protection of c?ltura values
lboth in artistic and scientific treasures and in the person
of cultural representatives themselves.

It is deplorable that aiter millions. of years ofhem}s(tizrr;cse
of our planet, one has still to reiterate siuc aes we:
Hence, if at our previous Peace Pact Con eregf:. e
called for a doubling of elforts, the prcsex‘;t bcort ::t::ased
the world demands that our efforts should be in
threefold ! On vigil for Peace!



Devotion

BY GENE FOSDICK

HE foundation of success must be devotion
g to the cause. For devotion is an unqualifi-
a!)lc condition, as absolute as is the degree of
color—white. Devotion forges the link of attachment
between m'other and child, between hero and his
cause, remaining unassailable even to the f{orfeiting of
‘l‘lfe. “ Ot what do we speak ?"" asks Eastern Wisdom
. Of the q}xality of devotion —irrepressible, all-conquer:
ing, creative, adorning the path. Devotion is measured
only in a difficult hour. Love, readiness, solicitude—
these people cite in place of devotion. But these frag-
ments of devotion are as a smile of sympathy ; devg-
tion itself is aglow as a warrior ready for battie."

Why then not cultivate the quality of devotion in
a}“' c;zr works, in all our strivings that they may be
? e cl:d by thfa very might of their sincere existence
rom the material influences which attack and under-

mine any degree of sincerit
. y up to the u ;
devotion. nassailable

“ M
_ I?evotlon does not resemble a windmill, nor a
: i
\ red singer of praises. It rather resembles a firm
ower i i !
upon a summit which the enemies avoid in awe

but in whos
e chamber .
a friend . s a shelter is ever prepared for

Let us insure
the future b : :
. y evolving its bes
upon a foundation of Devotion ! g cauty

Maharaja Who Made History
BY C. H. V. PATHY

P B
1‘,{@‘ N a cold misty morning in the twenties I stood
%’1’ | shivering near the Race Course in Oottacamund.
The rays of the early sun were struggling through
the blanket of the white. Suddenly my eyes alighted on a
smart young figure, sitting on a grey horse, happiest in
breeches and leggings coming out of the “ Dilkush Mahal,”
the usual residence of the Maharani of Vizianagaram.
Close behind was another figure on horse-back. A jockey
suddenly pulled me up from behind and said: “Look,
yonder rides the boy who will shortly be the ruler of

Travancore.”

Four years later, in the ancient Durbar Hall of Trivan-
drum, | was a witness to the magnificent pageantry of the
savestiture of Chittarai Tirunal. The boy I saw in a flash
in riding breeches in Ootacamund was the cynosure ol a
huge concourse, ruler of an area of 7,625 square miles of
charms and palms and picturesque back-waters, holding

With the halo of

sway over ncarly six million people.
in unfalter-

immemorial ages beating on his royal features,
ing accents, in that hall of hushed silence, where the
notabilities of the State and a few celebrities from outside.
including “Sir C. P." were gathered, he replied to the
Viceroy's karitha, read by the Agent to the Governor-
General for the Madras States. Later, amidst the roselight
ond the romance of that day, he drove in splendour through
streets thronged with joyous people, waving to them, on to
Kowdiyar Palace, situated on a hillock, four miles away

from the city.

The next day | was seated in an artistic drawing room
of the 1’alace when the Maharaja pelted me with a multi-
tude of questions, e had nothing of the splendour of Ind
about him, he was not in gold-braided dress uniform but in

plain dhoti and a sitk shirt.



250 THE SCHOLAR

'11:{‘8 features are clear-cut and artistic and he has an

:;1::{:;; nose. His Penetrating eyes, with their perfect

et y suggest a picture of Ravi Varma come 1o life and

;:e;zg sfpbaeu.ses.m hbetween the talks, you have the vague

fight Tong Odlgf in tde presence of one .who is prepared to

Toe an ‘1‘8 co.nvmced of his ultimate success.
y seem to say: “[ will do this and | will win.”

mmhf;:onatsl;;:tbé)yl:uler, inheriting the traits of his talented
o S,ir S PeR y one of the shrewdest politicians in
Constitution.a].A :n}aswamy lyer, who was appointed as the
S maonal { h\fnser. was to break every tradition of the
e and ore: e history. Instead of building a new palace
Threside s 18 customary on a ruler's accession to the
fore ,d e'renova?ed K?wdlyar, where his grandfather
lived and died, furnished it tastefully and took his reside
in its sp.lendid isolation. Riding over the ripplesm:;
unre.asomng. orthodox opposition, His Highness, accom-
:Lan‘l:;litb)éhns mother, !arother and sister crossed the seas
Ry urope—a thing gnheard of in the annals of
ancore royalty. On his return, he gave the bold order

t - . -
tﬁ dig up the bu.ned treasures in the Trivandrum temple, so
at he could utilise them properly. '

. N({:ver. losing the point of view of a plain man, he js
to la};rorgmg ahe.ad to make Travancore the ideal State
1': n l:a. Trade is booming, industries are revived and the
breal o.f progress has made even the dry bones of th
mter:ior instinct with life. He has laid out a charminz
::::ost:t);ne ?:i:x:ee: ;sﬁrit class hotel in the capital of
. : . C.
disguise he visits the slums ofuts;w}; :::rb;e:d asr:jggse::j lcr:’ v
a shop-keeper by offering fancy prices for trinkets. -

No i i
, hundrw(;mder he is very popular. His picture is hung up
eds of houses. It stares at you in the coffee stalls

of Travancore. It hi . .
¢ . ts you in the e
and libraries, ye in the schools, colleges

v

good tennis player, a great lover of fine arts, his character
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keeps a perfect balance "which charms us in no other
Indian ruler. Iis reign has marked a renaissance of art
in the State. Recently, Dr. Cousins opened an Art Gallery
thanks mainly to the inspiration and the efforts of the
Maharaja.

When Lord Willingdon was honoured with a farewell
dinner at Delhi on the eve of his departure by the Princes
of India, the privilege of proposing the toast on behalf of
the Princely Order fell to his lot—a task he performed
admirably.

It is, however, his recent Teniple Entry Proclamation
that has blazoned his name over all corners of the world.
Ardently religious himself and anxious to avoid collision
with public opinion, he convinced even the orthodox
section of the public about the justness of the attitude he
has taken, and today he is hailed all over India as the
pioneer of an epoch-making reform.

It has been decided to erect a statue for him in Madras
and Mahatma Gandhi whose heart gladdened at the
magnanimous gesture of the Maharaja has sung loud his
praise for the world to hear.



“The Story of Prophecy”

BY MEA

‘ Op\fid]fz:iv(;nl!f \;/T,};’ can rcsist' the fz':scination of
‘ the Tty 2 among us is n9t interested in
purely aclfir. L0 h ven thc.mgl? the interest may be
ey el s;i“ { when Prognostications come from various
e s and et loretell szmllaf‘ events, it is impossible for
e most thep ;:l:ta to remain uninterested, and when predic-
jons lor ¢ madeuiret:re supported by predictions, which
pave been mad n the past and which have proved to be
rhore or Jess c{urate. it would be merely obstinacy to deny
the posibi inys o.raé:cqrz'ate prophe.cy, whether it is made in
the for measufl ed visions, by scientific calculations based
ol ements of the Pyramids or by means of
astro y or any other of the numerous methods by which
am individuals are able to see into the future -

In The
(Cassell) is ::07;}’ Of'PrOphecy'. by Henry James Forman
by Nostradum n’?zu}\)g collection of famous prophecies,
and Modory tZB.l ycho Brahe, Mother Shipton, Cagliostro
made a Lotk :;ratsl;}’. .The author appears to have
accumulatad aYm coile'ctmg these prophecies and has
He remarks th tis-s Lol Intensely interesting inlormation
average s a \ ttis difficult to find a prophet whose'
cases the avea undred per cent, correct”, but in many
fortably convirl::'ge eppeers sulliciently high ¢
could the Oracle et oot 1u0t€s Cicero as saying, “Never
the signific of Delphi have been so overwhelmed with
ant presents from all kings and nations had not

all the ages
proven the truth of ; .
d; ol its oracles.” ]
Irect oracles must.have been numerous can pat true and

the survival of D i
el }n .
of years. phi as an oracular shrine

o be uncom-

alone explain

for hundreds

It has alwa
ys been a myster
Sh(:iUIhd treat the vapid vapourings ofyH P
ar;f ¢ appears to have proclaimed l;i
ettectually in the following passage whi

. why anyone
G. Wells seriously,
S ignorance pretty
ch the author quotes
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from Wells' “ Outline of History " in which he speaks of
the Pyramids as * unmeaning sepulchral piles ........of an
almost incredible vastness erected in an age when
engineering science had scarcely begun,”’—in the reigns
of the three kings, Cheops, Chephren and Mycerinus.

Among prophecies for the future there seems to be a
consensus that Paris will be completely destroyed by fire,
and we are told that Prince Wilhelm will come to the
throne of Germany before the end of the present year,
while Hitler is to meet his downfall as a consequence of a
civil war, the overthrow of Mussolini is also predicted for
the present year. There is to be an Eastern war, probably
between Russia and Japan,in 1938. The United States
will pass through a critical period between 1940 and 1442,
and “ Armageddon " takes place between September 1936
and August 20th, 1953,

The year 1936, the author states, has loomed large in
prophecies for centuries past and he quotes Nicholas
Roerich, the famous artist, scholar and philosopher, whose
home is in the Himalayas, as stating that “the year 1936
appears as truly momentous for human fate.” He has
pointed out, the author remarks “that throughout the East,
in India, Mongolia, even in Siberia, there is a tense expect-
ancy that the forces of light are about to gain an appreciable
advantage over the cohorts of darkness.” He quotes
passages from Roerich's book Altai-Himalaya in support
of this statement. It is not to be denied that many events
which took place in 1936 will have far-reaching effects on
the history of the world, and the historians of the future
may be able to point out the year of 1936 as one which
was “truly momentous for human fate”.

It is also interesting to note that in March, 1934, upon
his arrival in New York from India, Professor Roerich
told the author, while speaking of prophecies current in
the east “to mark especially June I, 1936, as a predicted
date of great significance. More than 2 years later, on
June 12, 1936, the newspapers of the world announced
that on the preceding day, the 1l1th, the Soviet Government
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of Ru.ssia had submitted for discussion to its people a new
constitution establishing a bicameral parliament, the lower
house to be elected by secret, universal ballot; freedom of
speech; freedom of worship, and certain other liberties not
theretofore associated with that particular dictatorship.
An undeniably momentous event for Russia, it may exert a
far-reaching effect upon the entire world.”

This particular chapter (Chapter XVI) which is con-
cerned with more recent prophecies concludes with the
fo.llowing reassuring statement: “The year 1936, in short
with which prophets have long been preoccupied, has thc;
forces of light gaining the upper hand and turning the tide
against the darkness so long pressing upon the world.

Altogether *The Story of Prophecy” is an intriguing
and intensely interesting book and likely to have a large
§ale. It can be confidently recommended to all who are
interested in fortune-telling; clairvoyance; oracular state-
ments and prophecy in every form, and who is not ?

«Sonti’ Fermentation

By Prof. V. SUBRAHMANYAN, D. Sc, F. Z. C.

JHE present article relates to an interesting type
| of rice fermentation that is practised in certain
parts (especially Chittoor and Nellore districts) of

South India.

The object of the fermentation is two-fold:— one 1s to
prepare a good flavoured, well tasting and easily digest-
able form of rice; the other is to obtain an alcoholic
beverage which, in addition to its stimulating quality, 1s
also claimed to be a good tonic, particularly in seasons
when certain diseases (chiefly cholera, typhoid and small-
pox) are prevalent in epidemic form.

The fermentation is initiated by the use of a material
known as the sonti seed. The latter is sold (at 2to 3 for
an anna in the form of small balls which for all outward
purposes, look like lumps of paddy husk together with
some librous plant material. The procedure for the
preparation of the fermented rice (Sonti Annam) is as
follows:— The stipulated quantity (314 seers if white rice
is used: 3 scers if red rice is used) of well dried rice is
three quarters cooked (as judged by the feel) and spread
on a new mat till thoroughly cooled. Powdered sonti seed
(each seed weighs about 10 grams)is then sprinkled on it
in small quantities at a time and well mixed. The treated
rice is then transferred to pots which have been previously
steamed (this is traditionally done by boiling a few pieces
of cactus with a small quantity of water). The pots which
are only three fourths filled (thus providing for swelling
due to gas production) are tied round the neck with pieces
of cloth and buried up to the neck in paddy. After 60—70
hrs., carefully trained nose can detect a pleasant odour
remindng one of well ripened plantain or jack fruit.
Under favourable conditions, the smell permeates the
whole house and even the neighbourhood. If no such
odour is noticeahle within the stipulated time, it is concluded
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that the preparation is not a success. (The failure is

generally attributed to evil eye). The badly fermented
rice is generally found covered with a black mould and
emits a foul odour. Such a product is not consumed by
human beings, but charitably offered to the cattle who are
generally appreciative of the unexpected gift. i the
ferfnentation is successful, the preparation will be pearl
white with a pleasant blend of sweet and sour taste; the
alcohol combined with the esters emits a pleasant vinous
odour.

Ordinarily, the fermented rice is consumed at this
stage. It is easily digested and is sufficiently stimulating to
give a p}easant sense of well-being. Its average percentage
composition is as follows:—total acid (as lactic acid), 207;
volatile acids (acetic acid), 0°095 ; lactic acid, 1'826; alcohol
(ethyl), 9°76; acetaldehyde, 0011 ; esters (as amyl acetate),
0°118; fusel oil, 07061 ; dextrin, 1'368; sugar (glucose), 1404;
starch, 10°35, The restis made up of water and mould
grov'vth. The product is easily digestible and has the
additional advantage, that it can also help to digest (through
the agency of the active principles in the mould) other
starchy foods that may be taken at the same time.

(‘:ertain section of consumers—especially those of the
working classes —allow the fermentation to proceed for a
week or more. The product is no longer solid, but becomes
a t.urbid liquid with a strongly pronounced alcoholic odour.
ltis thep filtered through coarse cloth and the amber col-
?ruhr.ed liquid w.vhich'p'asses out is drunk with great relish.
co;;}:\:({i\;ﬁt is defml.tely an alcoholic be.vert.age. the alcohol

g even higher than that ordinarily found in the

common brands of toddy or country beer.
materinl Tor e onmommasin e i e basic
ntil recently a close
secret, carefully preserved by the Besta (fisher folk) -
munity. The researches of Mr. K. Rami Redd; hav “mov
brought much valuable information to light and ha ehnow
how an illiterate and generally backward comn ve shown
through centuries of experience, develop empir; Tlijmty o
which can stand the most rigorous testsp mpuiea m(-fthods
of modern science!
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The ingredients used for the preparation of the sced
are (a) roots of whole plant previously dried, (b) roots and
herbs in fresh condition, (c) finely ground paddy husk, (d)
rice bran, and (e) rice flour. Hand-fuls of (b) mixed with
1016 seers of powdered husk and 44 seers of bran and
well powdered in a mortar, while hand-fuls of (a) are
mixed with ! 1§ seers of rice flour and powdered separately.
The two lots are then mixed together and enough water
added so as to roll them into balls.

The balls are now subjected to a process of ripening.
A description of this stage as translated from the very
words of an old gentleman who revealed the  secret 'is as
follows: dry straw (from a recent harvest) is spread on
the ground. A new palmyra matis spread on this. The
Sonti balls are placed on the mat and then covered first
with a new mat and then with fresh straw. The floor
should not be damp. The whole room should be warm as
in a bakery. After 3 or 4 days, the balls which are now
fairly dry are swollen in size like bread in a bakery. In
practice, the goodness of the ripened sonti seed is tested
by its colour (which should be light yellow) and pleasant
odour. When these are satisfactory, the seed 1s taken out,
dried in the sun and then stored in a dark place.

Although the above procedure bears a general
resemblance to the preparation of the “ Chinese yeast” and
the fermentation has a few common features with the pre-
paration of rice beer in Japan, Formosa Java and in Assam
(Bukhar), it is yet very different from others in certain
important aspects: Thus, the roots and herbs used in the
preparation of the seed are different from those used else-
where. The checking cf the fermentation at the inter-
mediary stage of Sonti Annant is practised nowhere else
in the world. Lastly, the micro-organisms present in the
Sonti seed are very different from those responsible for
the other types of rice.fermentation.

The researches conducted by Mr. Reddi at the
Biochemical laboratories of the Indian Institute of Science
have shown that the active agent responsible for the Stnti
{ermentation is a new (hitherto undescribed) species of
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m?uld to which the name Rhizopus sontii has been given.
lt- is extremely powerful in its action on starch (especially
rice starch) and converts it first into an easily digestable
dextrin and then into sugar (mostly glucose). In this
respect the Sonti organism is even more powerful than all
the othf.:r moulds (including Aspergilus oryzae from which
Taka-dlastace 1s prepared) so far described. The activity
is best seen on rice cooked in the manner usually adopted
in India. Uncooked rice is not easily attacked, while over-
cooked (pasty) rice is not readily penetrated by the white
velvety growih of the organism. Polished white rice is
best suited for the fermentation. Unpolished or coloured
rice (which have generally thick bran coats) are not easily
attacked. Par-boiled rice is not well suited to the fermet-
ation. The mould is not very eflicient in its action on other
c9oked grains such as ragi. cambu or cholam. These have
either thick outer coats or contain starches of a different
type which are not readily attacked by R. sontii.

In addition to predigesting starch, the sonti organism
also Produces fairly large guantities of alcohol. During
Ehe first two or three days, the quantity of alcohol producc;i
1s comparatively small. After the starch is mostly broken
up and converted into sugar, then alcohol production begins.
The quantity tends steadily to increase until, at the end of
about a week, it is between 20 and 30 per cent. on the weight
of the original rice. :

.:The manner in which the mould enters into the com-
position of the Somti seed is still not clearly understood. It
is presurnéb.ly derived {rom the paddy husk or bran Lxscd
in t}lt? ong?vma! preparation. Further researches in this
direction will yield highly Interesting results. \

Therc? are other organisms associated with the scnti
fermer.ltatlon. One is a hitherto undescribed specics of
flematlum which works in close association with the Rhizo
in the digestion of starch. It does not produce -PU;‘
alcohol. Another organism which is of some inter :t“}‘c ]
round type of yeast which attacks the sugar formcdel; lSha
moulds and converts it into alcohol. There is no jtbe
that this yeast is partly responsible for the high alc?):o;
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contcnt observed in the later stages of fermentation. There
is also a psendo yeast (torula of & new type) which produces
small guaniiies of alcohol and causes turbidity in the final
beverage. In addition to this there is an acd and gas
producing bacterium which indirectly atfects the producticn
of alcohol in the medium There arca number of other
bacteria and moulds associated with the Sonti seed, but
these play no important part in the fermentation. The
conditions in the medium are such that only the Rhizopus
and the few other organisms mentioned above are favoured.

The relative contributions of the different organisms to
the degradation of starch and production of alcohol has
been studied. It has been found that the digestion of starch
is most due to the Rhizopus. That organism is also res-
ponsible for the production of about two-thirds of the total
amount of alcohol (20 per cent. on the weight of the rice)
{ound in the meditm. The remaining third is contributed
by the co bined activities of the yeast, the dematium and
the torula. Oa the other hand, the bacterium uses up the
sugar for other purposcs and in its presence production of
alcohol! is distinctly reduced.

During the fermentation, a number of active digestive
{erments are secreted by the various organisms. The most
active and the one with considerable practical possibilities
is the starch digesting ferment (amylase) secreted by the
Rhizopus. This ferment is particularly efficent in its
action on rice starch and since rice is the staple {ood of
most of the tropical countries (especiallyin the East), 1t
should be of considerable therapcutic value in relieving
human sufferinz arising through indigestion.

It has been found that the maximum amount of alcohol
is produced in the first week after which if the ferment-
ation is allowed to continue, therc is considerable drop in
the alcoho! content of the mazdium. After aboui three
weeks, less than a third of the orizinal quantity of the
alcohol is left behind. The product develops an undesir-
able smell and a sour taste. These show that the other
micro-organisms originally present in the seed produce
certain secondary changes destroying the alcohol formed
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in the medium. Among the other factors influencing the
production of alcohol, mention may be made of the propor-
tion of water to rice which should be at least of the order
of 2’5: 1. On lowering the proportion of water there is
corresponding drop in the quantity of alcohol produced.
The proportion ot seed to rice does not ordinarily make
much difference unlessit drops below |:500. A small
quantity of seed does not produce enough quick growth to
withstand extraneous infection, so that the production of
alcohol is adversely affected. As already mentioned, the
extent of cooking is very important. The cooked grains
should be soft and yielding and should at the same time
remain detached from each other. This will facilitate the
mould penetrating quickly throughout the mass. Under-
cook.ed grain is only partially penetrated, the hard inside
portion remaining intact for a long period. When the grain
is over-cooked and the swollen masses adhere together,
then the mould grows only on the cutside, leaving the inner
portion largely intact. The importance of the variety of
rice has already been indicated. Raw, polished white rice
(which is mostly starchy) is best suited for the fermentation.
Par-boiled rice turns stiff on cooling and offers some
resistance to the growth of the mould. Temperature is
another important factor determining the production of
alcohol. The most favourable temperature is 30°C. (86°F.)
at which the yield of alcohol would correspond to about
30 per cent. on the weight of the grain. A lower or higher
temperature causes a marked drop in the production of
alco.hol. In South. India the favourable temperature is
attained only during the winter months, so, that would
appear to be the best season for the production of sonti
beverage of best quality. Addition of small quantities of
starch or sugar (as is sometimes done in brewing practice)
df)es not appreciably affect the course of fermentation, the
yleld. .of alcohol being about the same in all the cz’;ses.
Addition of different mineral salts or nitrogenous sub-
stances does not very much improve the rate of ferment-
atior:a, the seed already containing most of the essential
nutrients required by the different organism. Some of the
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salts if supplied in more than minimum quantities, do, in
fact, lower the yield of alcohol. Exposure of either the
original seed or the fermenting rice to direct sunlight lowers
the efficiency of fermentation. The active organisms are
either killed out or devitalised by the radiations.

There is a remarkable agreement between the method
of fermentation as practised by the Bestas and the scienti-
fic findings cited above. The conditions for the prepara-
tion of the seed, the variety of the rice to be chosen, the
extent of cooking, the proportion of rice to water, the
temperature of fermentation—all these are already
realized and skillfully applied by those people.

The influence of various roots and herbs on the course
of fermentation is still obscure. There is no doubt that
some of them supply certain essential nutrients required
by the various organisms. The seed is fairly rich in
nitrogen and minerals which are essential to the growth
and active functioning of the fermenting organisms. In
addition to the above, some of the added materials will
improve the flavour and enhance the medicinal properties
of the finished product. Some of the herbs used in the
preparation of seed are well known digestives and carmi-
natives used in the Indian systems of medicine and there
is no doubt that useful quantities of the aqueous as well as
alcoholic extracts of these substances will have passed into
the composition of the final product.

While there is no doubt that the fermented rice 1s an
easily digested product and hence a sale food to take, it
cannot be claimed to be highly nutritious human food.
Sonti Annum suffers from most of the deficiencies inherent
in the use of polished rice. Its nutritive value can be
greatly improved, however, by a suitable admixture of
substances rich in nitrogen and phosphorus. Small quanti-
ties of eggs or milk will make a useful supplement and will
greatly add to the health and well-being of the consumers.

It is well known that during the monsoon and post-
monsoon menths, many of the commoner diseases
(especially cholera and typhoid) are traceable to the
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consumption of polluted water. [t is also recognised that

alc . . .
ltc;‘hohc' ferment.atlon suppresses various putrefactive and
pathogenic organisms so that the use of Sonti

beverage

ea gh water
This is well known and practised in many parts

of F
rance where the surface waters are often polluted. The

use of a mild alcoholic be .
verage in place of water i
the taste and adds to the salety p water improves

. The above arguments do not, however, justify an
immoderate use of the Sonti beverage. In fact thery' h}z
t;::;(;t\er:;tdt:nger——esp;cik;:«lly among communiti'ce uneal:ctu;

ed to temperate habits —-of increasing drink hu bit whi ‘
vyould be extremely difficult to ) A
lies in.the possible addition ofgiitrg‘g,:r—.es/i:)::irz:;er da“g'fr
narcotxc‘s—which are known to enhance the j f eatn
properties of alcobolic beverages. These are lcn .
practised in the case of other Indian bevera r::(s)wnl ari:d
case of Sonti, they can be easily iIncorporated ? t.} eed
and great care will be necded b e
the Excise authorities—to see
wholesome process, is not misus
tastes of man.

—especially on the part of
that, whatis otherw'se a
ed to satisly the perverted

Vallathol & Nalapat

BY V. M.

! O a votary at the shrine of Malayalam poetry
Vanneri holds a thousand thrills. [t is the home
of Vanneri Poets, Vallathol and Nalapat. The
picturesque expanse of its palm-clad gardens and paddy
fields rimmed by bamboo bushes, the roar of the nearby
sea, prodigal and unmeasured the year round, the glory of
the straightforward morns, the amazement of sunsets, the
changing shadows, have all inspired the famous Vanneri
poems and on that account have a special charm of their
own. Situated midway between Guruvayur and Ponnani
in South Malabar Vanneri has, to the casual visitor, nothing
much in it to distinguish it from the rest ol the Malabar
Coast. To the student of poetry, however, it is sacred and
enchanting. | found it so when on a summer evening
| wandered into it. On every cottage front I could see the
exquisite kneeling form of the Moplah housewife whom in
four score lines Vallathol has transformed into a heroine
as sweet as Shakuntala herself. On both sides of every
hedge that bordered my path, I could see the two supreme
lovers of Nalapat's Teardrops worshipping each other with
the blassoms of their love bathed in holy tears. It was
impossible to look at the starlit sky without calling to mind
the dismal picture it unfolded to Nalapat's forlorn eyes on
the night of the terrible tragedy in his life, nor at the
lengthening shadows without visualising the army of
skeletons that disturbed Vallathol's sleep on the varandah
of his nearby house. At every turn of my path | was
confronted with some character or emotion that Jeaped out
from the Vanneri poems. There was no getting away from
them.

The Vallathol who welcomed me in the portico of
his modern looking house that nestled with appropriate
modesty among the closely planted palms was every inch
of him a complete contradiction of his picture that had
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somehow got into my mind. The turn-out of Malayalam
scholars on the rare occasions | had met them had chilled
me; and Vallathol was an eminent scholar and .among
other things had translated Valmeeki's *Ramayana.’ 1 had
once listened to a full-blown celebrity among them and he
had given me the queer impression that he was a channel
for the dull tlow of the bookishness of the past, the present
and the future. 1 was relieved to find that this poet whom I
had sought had no scholarship abont him. The alert figure
in early fifties who after bidding me to be seated, reclined
on an easy chair had no pontifical aloofness or freezing
ways. | went prepared to be bored by one of those
learned lectures that are inflicted at the ponderous session
of Sahitya Parishads. But | wag thoroughly mistaken. A
gentleman of culture with winning manners, gay and com-
panionable, it was a pleasure and a privilege to be in his
company. The pleasant serenity of his face is its most
distinct charm. It sets him quite apart in this modern
world of distracted nervous faces. He retains the efferves-
cence of youth. He is capable of entering into the humour
of any situation. That is a wonderful asset to him and a
help to others, as | found out for myself to my great relief
as a host when some months later the three of us-—Vallathol,
Nalapat and myself—found ourselves lost in the wilds of
Behar after many hours of motoring, because the bright

driver of our car had never heard of Tagore or Shanti-
niketan and lacked the modesty to admit it.

Nalapat radiates vivaciousness in all directions. Valla-
thol makes the horizon lively. Nalapat has no horizons:
the sky is his limit, and between him and this limit there is
nothing that is not vividly glowingly vivacious. Neither in
poems nor in conversations he draws rigid boundary lines.
There is an orderly progressiveness in Vallathol's treat-
ment. A tender idea in his hands unfolds jtself slowly as
the fragrance of jasmine whispered by a packet of for-
gotten love letters you unexpectedly come across. You get
it slowly, in covenient doses. In the sweetest of his love
lyrics the rustic village maiden, Radha, is made to uncover
her burning heart with a discipline and orderliness one
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would ‘associate with a trained nurse dressin-g a painh‘xl
wound. Nalapat when confronted with a poignant senti-
ment sends it flying all over the place. You are just harled
into with scant mercy and left to make your own terms
with it. .

With Vallathol art is an empire over which .hg ru.les.
benevolently. In the case of Nalapat art is not dl.stmguls}.:-
able from himself. Art to him is the. expression of lu;
soul. His personality, his philosophy, h\-s plcasv:u'es an
sorrows, are everywhere in what he writes. His poetry
gives the impression that he has foPm.i that‘tragedy—ba
good part of it at any rate—is soluble in ink, misery can be
exteriorated by getting it down on paper, the best w?yhtci
get rid of a broken heart is to put it in a book. Val ;xlt o
takes us into the land of glory supreme where the far-flung
music of fairy bells greet us. Nalapat too shows us marlx‘y
a new but deeper world, but there mingled with tle
shimmer of temples and the elusive perf.u{ne of the nel:v y
opened lotus are flashes of sternness, M.rallm_gs and laugkfer
all mingled with the throbbing of a unique 1ptellect}\’~or mg
at high creative speed. Vallathol would thl‘nk at ouzan.
times to contradict; Nalapat would contradnct. o.if—ha'm in
his debonair way. But what delicious contradictions!

Vallathol wore every symptom of well-deserved
triumphs, of the uninterrupted m‘arch frorv guct:,ess u;
success, from Chitrayogam to Sahitya Mamarz. tfwa
different with his younger collea.gue. His path dto z;.met
was rugged. e translated a third rate novel an : lf‘tsb
rate classic, scribbled the usual love sonnets, dragge wi
four-footed tongs out of her well-earned r:t;:ement.t:
Ramayana heroine (Sulochana) and made her ; ave ;;:s.
the appropriate degree of decor‘um dear toht e punWh(;
and then he fell-down the stairs. And t tl:1 ma;lT ©
scrambled to his feet was a new man—the author of Tea

“ r of a
' the translator of “Pavangal”, the exponent

drops. orce in the realm of thought,

new mode, an overpower.ng f
art and culture of Kerala. .
Vallathol is the kokil, pouring out melody throughout

the year, in all seasons, {rom all tree tops. Nalapat is that
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elusive bird who, from some unknown plane, sweeps over
the Kerala coast just at the outbreak of the monsoon, 8ings
a distinct song its own, interpreted by many in many ways
but setting everybody to think and to solve, and then

disappears as suddenly as it appeared for the space of
another twelve months.

Vallathol is no ascetic. If he were one it would have
been an irreparable loss to our literature. He loves the
bubbles of life in healthy wholesome fashion. He is
emotional and impressionable. Observing the changing
expressions of his face and the decisive gestures of his
hands as we passed from subject to subject in our conver-
sation, I could understand how he breathed the breath of
life into quite ordinary things. He can converse as he
writes and is a selector but not a miser of words, If a
woman suggests to him the fragrance of spring you feel he
would not hesitate to tell her so with imagery. He would
not be miserly with words.
he can lavish on her the
nothing pessimistic about h;
approach to this elusive
but that of an overlord,

He would scorn coppers when
gold of language. There is
m. He believes in success. His
goddess is not that of a devotee

‘ Speaking of success. his

streak of fundamental philosoph
towards life and with the experi
have burst on him and around
his usual indifferent way. Yo
for half an hour to underst
Western writer success is th
reaction to environments.

envioronments Nalapat would
because the publication of eve
has invariably created bitter]

friend, Nalapat, with the
y underlying his attitude
ence of all the storms that
him, is prone to look at it in
u have only to talk to him
and that. According to a
e immediate and persistent
If he means sympathetic
have had no success at all
ryone of his important works
y hostile environments.

When “ Teardrops™ a
black flag, beat their b
Yet it is to-day recogni
achievement and a land

ppeared, the pundits hoisted the
reasts and went into mournirg,
sed to be ap outstanding poetic
mark in oyr literature, and with
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the publication of its English. vet:sion in London, it dls
winning approbation from a wide cxrcle“of rcaderi 'c.mts: E
the Malayalam speaking area. When Pava.nga X tloo

the stage there was a regular uproar. Mild sl;:: do ars;
forgot their manners and became abusive, metho sb?

controversy that are only once removed from the dust- l:n
were requisitioned. Thunderbolts were hurled frf)r}:\ the
seats of the mighty. Harmless ba{oon§ .armefi wit l"ar;y
odd weapon they could get hold of ]o.med in thc.: oly
crusade. Malayalam saili was thfe .rally.mg cry. This ma;
Nalapat was disecrating it, was giving it new forn:is an

characteristics which offended against the good ol co]:r)l-
ception of what a respectable saili should be. It must be
saved for orthodoxy at any cost. Above all, the young
generation should be kept away from the permc:;)us
influence of this new mode, this Nalapat mode. .Yet tcl)1 ay
the “ Pavangal " style, which is the Nalapat style, is per a{:s
the most sought after and widely followe(? style in t;
language. For those who crave for clar'x.ty. forcc;z ar;1

directness of expression, the ° Pava.ngal. s.tylc is the
ideal to follow. The appearance of flight is shll. k.ePt up
and “Pavangal” is still taboo in a steadily dlmmlshmlg‘
circle of old timers. But these old timers are as muc

alive to the heart-beat of Malayalam as the. polar .bears
are to the warmth of the tropical sun. It is amusing to
watch the rump of the crusaders tragically tottering "to a
last defiant stand. His latest poem * Chakra.valam‘ —in
my opinion the best of all his poems and in wl'n.ch is
recorded a whole voyage of philosophu.:al c?ntemplatlon-—
has stunned his public and may have given it up as hope-
less. From bewilderment to comprehension is a slow
process. But people are beginning to comprehend and the
history of “Teardrops™ will soon be repeated.

Nalapat thrives on adverse criticis.m. and woul‘d
probably feel that his art was getting t}.)m if any of his
works on its first appearance had anyt.h.m'g other than a
stormy reception. He serenely wears criticism asa crom(rln.
as a symbol of triumph. On the contrary if anybody



268 THE SCHOLAR

invests him with a halo he does not flaunt it; he rather
carries it under his arm.

To appraise, to compare and to contrast the art and
achievements of these two Vanneri poets is no easy task.
Neither are these vignettes a proper medium for any such
detailed study. As I have said earlier in these impressions,
to Nalapat, self is his favourite theme and hence his art is
more intimate. Vallathol alights on self sometimes, but to
him that is one of his many themes. Vallathol has devel-
oped expressionism into an elaborate philosophy. Nalapat's
devotion to it is imperfect. Vallathol's pride is in craft-
manship. There is nothing in the language to overstep his
“Magdelene Mary ” as embodiment of flawless craftman-
ship through and through. He is ready toturn his pen to
anything provided it could be done well.  But Nalapat is
much more fastidious in his choice and applies his art to
fewer subjects. Vallathol broadens and spreads himself—
sometimes even spreads himsell thin—while Nalapat

retracts and concentrates and would even sacrifice easy
lucidity for the sake of solidity.

Vallathol writes in golden ink, often on gold-tipped
paper. Even when reading his Mappu there are visions
of gold dust dancing shyly before one's tearful eyes.
Nalapat does not use ink always. He wrote Pulakankuram

in ink, “Teardrops™ in blood and Chakravalam in a
mixture of both.

Vallathol drinks and bathes in colour, indulges his lust
for colour in all sorts of ways. He covers his ideas with
the golden embroidery of language ; he lifts his undulating
periods, props and upholds them by the witchery of words,
until they have gathered adult strength, and then places
them before the reader with due ceremony. Nalapat, on
the other hand, confronts you with massed ideas with little
Or no trappings, and your amazement is never smoothed
down E?y the beat of silky words. You face stern stuff and
there is no padding provided to make impact softer.
Vallathol uses gloves : his young friend prefers the bare arm,
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When Vallathol attacks an opinion he does it vehemt?n-
tly, but at the same time sympathetically, but Nala.pat w'xth
more energy than sympathy, riddles the enemy .thh quick
words and lays its prostrate form with cruel logic.

To those like the present writer whose approach to
Vallatho! is through his poetry, his preoccupations of
recent years with the Kerala Kala Mandalam that promotes
the Kathakali dance is a disappointment. He bas. l?ft
Vanneri and with it the atmoshpere that was so con;enxe}l
to the play of his poetic talents. He is 1solate.d from his
literary associates. His companionship even with Nalapat,
which is one of the most charming ph'ases of modern
Malayalam literary history, is all b}zt a tl.ung °€ the past.
As the active president of a large institution with a mxs':]
cellaneous crew of actors and perforrx}ers to be tramed
and looked after and with business affa'xrs to be attended
to, his muse is forced out of the sovereign ‘place she 'il(sei-
to occupy in his thoughts. Her loss is the gain of Kat.ha ahx.
The advocates of Kathakali have won and t.hose !lke the
present writer cannot escape a feeling of disappointment.



The Gond Seva Mandal

BY L. N. GUBIL

’ |\ EN miles from Amarkantak and the source of the
»D holy Nerbudda is the beautiful Karanjia Valley,

— hidden from view on every side by the high
walls of the Satpura hills. Into tiny villages, lost among
the trees, wild beasts from the jungle which cover the hills
find their way night after night in search of cattle or of
some smaller prize to carry away.

Itisin the middle of this valley, on a half circle of
hills, that the first ashram of the Gond Seva Mandal was
brought into existence. At one point of the semi-circle,
the main building stands; and this is known as “Sri
Dinabhandhu Ashram™ and is that part of the Mandal
which is specially dedicated to St. Francis; it consists of a
walled court, rooms for brothers, and a tiny mud chapel of
3t. Francis for the use of Christian members of the Mandal.
Qn each of the other spurs of the hill, a house is built, all
in the Gond style, so that the general effect is that of a
Gond village. The houses are made of mud and wattle
thatched with grass; their normal cost was Rs. 40 a piece,
and the biggest of them “Sri Gandh; Jnana Mandir ™, the
Library, did not come to more than Rs. 60,

The Ashram is lost to sight from a little distance
among the jungle that enfolds it. It js part of the “Dongar”,
or I\gountain, and as such is familiar to the people to whom
the “ Dongar ", is the main source of occupation, excitement
and worship, for it supplies them with almost everything
they .need. For their houses there is bamboo and the
plentiful clay of the jungle: for plates and cups the broad
green leaves of mountain trees; for making their coarse

rice more palatable, herbs and roots for the seeking. Al
day long you may see men, wo

armed with axe for woodcutting
beasts, going to and from the “ ", some carrvin

bundles of leaves on their heads, some staggerin u:d g
a double load of firewood or a heavy basket of whife cart;.
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The Gonds who live here are a tribe of aboriginals,
once kings and rulers until they fell under the conquering
Maharashtrians and later under the British Raj, into their
present state of misery and servitude. Yet still the blood
of ancient chieftains runs in their veins and their ancestry
is written in their free carriage, in their soft and musical
voices, in their ready laughter, in their generosity and regal
indifference to the demands of time and labour.

In spite of the extreme poverty, the houses in which all
but the poorest Gonds live are clean and beautiful. The
mud walls are whitened and decorated on doors and walls
and pillars with jungle creatures, trees and simple designs
in “ high relief ",

The normal food of the people is the poorest rice made
into watery soup with herbs and occasionally a little vege-
table when there is any to be found. The tax on cows and
she-buffaloes, which amounts to nearly a month’s income,
makes it impossible for all but the wealthiest to taste milk.

Although all but a handful of the villagers are illiterate,
they are for the most part anxious to be educated. At first
it was difficult for them to believe that a group of Indians
and English, Hindu and Christian, had come for any other
purpose than for that of converting them to Christianity.
The integrity of Hindu members and visitors was questioned,
because it was unbelievable that any Hindu would eat with
those outside his cwn caste. So for a time all suffered the
fate of untouchables. But now the villagers are satisfied
that they are among them simply as their friends and
servants without any ulterior motive. Shy and ‘suspicious
as they were at [irst, they are now without trace of either.
The Ashram rings with the sound of the children’s voices,
whether in school hours or out of them; their meals time is
usuaily a favourite time for men to drop in for a chat on
their way to or from the jungle late at night. Every tale
of woe—a calf carried off by a panther during the night,
a villager intimidated by some unscrupulous merchant, a
field barren through lack of money to buy a plough-ox and
many another is poured into the members' ears daily.
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rl'he Gond Seva Mandal has already started a school
for little children on the most modern lines. They have
some of the best Swadeshi Montessori apparatus, purchased
fer the Kamdar Karyalaya of Bombay, and they have
tn?d to m.ake the school garden a little paradise for
children, with rough swings and poles for climbing clay
arfd sanc% for building, and garden plots which one da
will be little seas of colour. The children are so poor tha};
even on the coldest morning when they are glad to wear a
blanket until the sun is high, they come to school with one
poor cott?n ragto keep out the bitter cold. Oun arrivin
they all give themselves a warm bath in a sunny comerl ogf
the garden and run into school, where each child has
g;n‘ment hanging on a picture-labelled peg. When all ari
clean and dres.sed in their simple one piece suit of gail
coloured Khadi cloth, they look like bright butterflies az

they run and dance, |
the y for they love nothing so m
imitate the wonderful dances of y uch e to

garden. their elders, in the sunny

gan com:tt;stll:::)ed tl}]lat these children and the others who
their o e The schools }NOUld be the future saviours of
it peopl icade::hi;r:f b;lm.g educated not for the cities
the.m_atter ol improved ag:il:u?:::e F:’OPIC“leadc"Ship "
reviviag the cultural life of their
ang art, and in bringing the be
sze(l):l;cix; ag;z t1}r‘1.to their own civilisation to enrich and
PO .the 13 end they are starting a Gond Museum
Cpy it y need the co-operation of the public of the

) e use of the Gonds themselves : and already

one of its ; :
el thoug.hmte::}:lers 13 doing a good deal of research into
customs. To balance this they include

as an im
i iportant. part of the school programme the study of
re mﬁch n its wndebst sense, literature and history but not
as set subjects as talks and dj i
o much as < . s and discussions with the
cal};ed rt\he g“ni:s. (li\lcnther f?o they neglect what Tolsto
otk r‘c;x -labour " side of education. There arz
n carding, spinning and weaving, carpent
+ carpentry,

gardening and all the
) other crafts, whj
an integral part of rural communi‘ty li;zh wre: or should be,

nd cattle rearing, in
past, its dancing and songs
st ideas of other peoples
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The saddest part of their life here is the terrible
disease which surrounds them ; with malaria and imported
diseases too awful to describe, these poor folk come to them
as their only help—and although they have a dispensary,
without a doctor they can do so little for many of them.
To reach the nearest hospital, they must tramp twenty-two
miles through lonely jungle and over two wild mountain
ranges, which for months are almost impassable, because of
torrential streams. It is a whole day's journey for a strong
man by the shortest route, but a much more serious matter
for one with great wounds or terrible pain to carry with
him. Much of the disease is preventable and with more
funds and workers to help to carry on an intensive
campaign in the villages against illiteracy and disease they
may hope for great things.

The present personal of the Ashram is made up of the
co-founders, Father Elwin and Brother Shma Rao, Mani
Patial —a graduate of the Agra University, Srikant formerly
of Sabarmati Ashramam, and Sister Mary Gillett who has
had experience in the most advanced methods of children’s
education in London. Their great need is for two more
Hindu members.

Many people, find it ditficult to understand both the
method and the motive of the Mandal. Yet they are very
simple. By fighting the battles of the poorest and the most
exploited of India’s children it is doing its share towards
that unification of a people free and educated, which is the
dream of all who are suftering for the same cause in jail or
working for it in Councils. Their motive is religious in that
they want to brng fuller life to this splendid but down-
trodden race, political in that they mean to see them freed
of external oppression.

Their method is equally easy to understand. They are
not here to drag unwilling horses to the pond—even though
‘t be the water of education that they offer. By their
respect for the people and by their idcnti(ica'tion with their
ways of living they hope to become their friends, so that
as Iriends they can share whatever they have of good that

has been denied them.

————



Emotions

BY R. MAHADEVAN, B. A. (Hons)

‘ ‘L ‘; Hbl‘iol:l:ra: of in‘tellectualism has been in its having
) into s train, the habi tlicati
concepts, Wi um say:: abit of reification of

away’ we s .

Whil}; e onelem as if o mean ‘curiosity’ as an object

better tn usey ?}? cmgfxonal experience. Here it would bt;
. e adjectival for

stan . m rather than .
.tn‘re, wherever possible. Sg the questi the 'sub

varieties of emotional experien poon, what are

! ce, would b
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priate than, ‘ what is an emotion P’ ore appro-

i
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o

curiosity carried me

“
We may say,
are the prime mov
Instinctive impulses

that fdm:ctly or indirectly, the instincts
e(;s o a.ll human activity... ... The
i etermine th.e ends of all activities and

g power by which all mental activities are

sustained ; and alf the .
s compl
most highly developed Plex intellectual apparatus of the

! mind 1 ;
these impulses pacr o nd 1s but the instrument by which

. eir satisfacti hi
these I . on, while plea
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felt impulse is present in all emational experinces. When
we are afraid, we Ieel an impulse to run, thus proving that
appropriate secondary adjustments of bodily organs are
necessary. Professor William James of America, tells us
that appropriate bodily adjustments, determine the nature
of emotional experience. This view is not easily com-
prehensible. Surely, we run since we are afraid and
never do we fear because of the fact that we do run.

Emotional experiences are subjective and may vary in
different people at different times or the same subject or
incident, may arouse different experiences in the same man,
at different times. The same man who trembles at the
snake super-imposed string, at a later stage may use it to
tie his bundle. The term, ¢ emotion’ is used both to denote
the quality of an experience and also the whole mental
and organic changes in a man when he is under the experi-
ence. Conation is an important factor in all these
experiences.

There are some psychologists who identify emotions
with sensory experiences that is, kinaesthetic and motor
sensations and deny any conative factor. Buta study of
pathological cases and an unprejudiced observation of
normal beings, do not show any connection between
muscular actions and mental effort. Mental effort can
never be identified with bodily eifort.

It is usual to make a distinction between primary and
secondary emotions. As we said, every emotion has a
corresponding instinctive basis and conversely, every
instinctive impulse is accompanied by some emotion. Such
emotions are known as primary emotions. The primary
emotions, serve as the indicators of the nature of the instinct
at work. This, along with the secondary bodily adjustments
serve to gauge the mood of an individual at a given moment.
To the individual who observes, it is easy to know belore
hand the nature of the instinctive impulse and make
adequate preparations These instincts are innate and
hereditory. The force of the impulse depends upon the
nature of the inherited force. That is why emotional
experinces also, do vary in individuals according to their
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inheritance. The fact that any obstruction to our normal

course of actions excite our emotions, is true only of the
emotion of anger.

{tis a fact that two or more instincts can be at work
at the same time. The individual, now would be beset by
so many emotions. The conilict can very easily be
observed. That instinct, which by inheritance is of more
force, determines the course of action to be adopted by the
individual. But the dilferent emotions excited by the
different instincts, blend into a mixture and the resulting
emotion is known as a secondary emotion.

Pity, sympathy, gratitude, reproach are instances of
secondary emotions. Take the case of a mother who is
called upon as a witness against her son, for a serious
crime. Suppose the crime is murder of the younger son.
What would be the nature of emotions experienced by the
mother and the judge? Anger, distrust and love would
characterise the nature of the mother's menta) state. The
resulf would be secondary emotion, Reproach. The judge’s
emotion may be characterised as sympathy, a blending of
anger and pity. Only objects for which we have acquired
sentiments or enduring affective-conative attitudes, evoke

in us, some ol these secondary emotions like, reproach,
admiration etc.

T There is another class of emotions; derived emotions.,
hose emotions which do not have any particular,

instinctive basis and which can be evoked by in
impulse at work, are derived emations,

pleasure and pain are such emotions,

be called feelings. They are the result
?i the .prob.abil.ities of success or failure of the conationg
10 our imagination. With the development of the powers

of xmagm?txon we are able to fuse pleasure and pain as
when we taste a lemon °.

definite
stinctive

Hope, conlidence,
These can strictly
of our appreciation

Stolen Smiles

A teacher asked a little boy to spell ‘responsibility,” which
he did. ‘Now, Tommy,' said the teacher, ‘can you tell me the
meaning of that big word?’ ‘Yes, mum.’ answered Tommy.
‘1f I had only two buttons.on my trousers and one came off, all
the responsibility would hang on the other.’

L 1 4 * *

The man rushed excitedly into the smoking compartment. ‘A
Jady has fainted in the next carriage! Has anybody any whisky ?’
Instantly half-a.dozen flasks were thrust out to him. Taking the
nearest one, he turned the bottle up and took a big drink; then,
handing the flask back, said: ‘Thank you! It always did make
me feel ill to see a lady faint.’

* * * *

To the surprise of the magistrates, and especially of the
official concerned, the prisoner in the dock called the police
superintendent as his witness as to character. ‘But I don’t even
know the man' complained the ‘super’ indignantly. ‘That,’
returned the prisoner, smiling at the bench, ‘is my proof of
respectability. 1I've lived in this one-horse town for five years,
and the police don't even know me.’

* » [ ] %

A man was charged with assault and battery and brought

before the judge.

Judge: ‘What's your name, occupation, and what are you
charged with?"

Prisoner: *“My name is Sparks, [ am an electrician, and [ am
charged with battery.’

Judge (after recovering his equilibrium): ‘Officer, put this

man in dry cell.’
o . . »*

The old miser was nearing his end and was dictating his last
will and testament.

* And to each of my employees who has been with me five
years or mose, [ bequeath the sum of two thousand pounds.’

‘That’s very generous,’ said the lawyer, in admiration.

*Not at all,’ said the sick man, ‘there’s not one of them who
has been with me for more than a year, but it will look well in
the papers.’




“ From Press and Platform. “

George Arliss on Vegetarianism. George Arliss, the famous
actor, Film Artist & Author, has contributed the following fore-
word to the Annual Report of a Vegetarian Home for Children
in England:

There is, I believe,
diet. If the scheme of
and children languished

no valid argument against a vegetarian
Nature were such that men and women

and died when meat was witheld from
them, or even if we were not able to arrive at the full vigour of

what is known as “manhood " without being fed with animal
food—if such were the case we might have to say, with a sigh,
“It seems cruel, but evidently it is God's will,” and continue to
take the lives of other living creatures that we might live. But
it obviously isn't God's will, because there is not the slighest
doubt that we can live just as well and become just as strong,
without eating meat at a)], And when | say “just as well " [ am
merely trying to avoid any argument with the meat eaters as to
what is good and what is bad for us, Perscnally. I think we are
a great deal better, both mentally and physically, if we avoid
meat. We know that we have so many diseases that the doctors
have to display a good deal of ingenuity in order to find names
for them; it seems reasanable to suppose that we were not sent
into the world to die of disease, and even ** specialists ” admit that
most of our physical ailments come from wrong eating. Doesn’t
it seem probable that many of our diseases are the result of eat-
ing meat? It’s an unpleasant habit anvhow. if you come to think
of it—eating kidneys and liver and picking bones, and using hload

for gravy: we shudder at the very thought of cannibals, but is
there really much difference? A great

1 i ‘ many vegetarians main.
tain their y.outhful appearance and their strength and endurance
to a surprising old age. There are many good arguments in
favpur of vegetarianism, and very few, [ believe, ipn favour of
eating meat.

But let us suppose t

) hat meat doesn’t hurt anyone, t ..
just as good a food ag a + that it js

nything else, is that ANy reason why we

- but we are not fish:
nother—that is no excuse for us:

ecting our diet, and our higher

because animals prey upon one a
we have the opportunity of se]
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reasoning powers which give us dominance over the animal
world should lead us to mercy and forebearance.

My wife and I gave up eating meat as a consequence of §eeir'1g
the misery of animals on large ranches, and thgir suffering in
transportation. We decided that if the production of meat en-
tailed so much suffering to these gentle creatures, we at least
would not be parties in the crime.

Although I believe that it is wrong for us to kill to live, I do
not regard meat eaters as wicked people. We h:ave been brought
up to eat meat, and have been told systematically by doct_ors
{(who ought to know better) that meat is necessary for our exist-
ence. People eat meat without a thought for the .h\deous suffer-
ing involved before it is served for their consumption.

And so I welcome a Home that shall emancipate the children
from the bondage of meat eating, and shall educate them from
their earliest years to appreciate the happiness that comes from
showing mercy and compassion to the animals.

Anniversary of the Santineketan Ashram. The thlrty-
sixth anniversary of the Santiniketan Ashram was celebrated_ in
the last week of December when poet Tagore delivered a morning
sermon to the inmates of the Ashram, in the course of whxc!‘l he
referred to the inspiring guidance of his revered father. He said:—

* This morning [ woke up to find the eastern sky plackened
with murky clouds. It seemed as if our joyous festivity was to
be threatened by a weather that looked forbidding. My next
thought was that true joy was difficult to secure. ’I_‘h.e path of
spontaneous happiness was menaced by troubles that visit us very
frequently from outside. The source of ‘ananda’ was not tp be
found in this world of everyday realities. It is sunk deep into
the soul. Perbaps it is ordained by God that man should look
into this rource within his own self to attain joy worth the name.

* Man has come into this world with many serious 1imi.ta-
tions. Unfortunately to-day, he has his full share of the ferocity
and prossness along with the other creatures of this world. '.I‘o
overcome these well nigh insurmountable barriers, and to realise
the possibilities of the soul with which he has been endowe(?,
seem to be the mission of his life. I think this is the truth ‘wnt
large upon to-day’s sky. Man is here to tear asunder the veil of

darkness, and discover the fountain of life and light which lies
deep within his own soul.”

Continuing the Poet said: * To-day I am reminded _Of my
revered father who throughout his life tried with the passnonat'e
intensity of his soul to conquer this darkness and death. To
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secure deliverance from the crudities of this world, he sought
for ‘ Amrita.” His vast earthly possessions could never bind
him down. Luxury and comfort could never curse him to a life
of self-complacence and ease. This quest of greater ends of life
made it possible for him to stand the rude shock of penury which
over-came him with the suddenness of an earthquake.

* Over and above this, he had the supreme gift of spiritual
detachment which nothing could ruffle. His strong soul freed
from the deadweight of wealth, realised the joy of renunciation,
but he never shirked the responsibilities of a busy family and
social life. He lived in the very truth inculcated in the Gita
which says “ Karmanyavadhikarastu ma falesu kadachana ”. He

was like a sailor who navigated his fully laden boat of life through
the trials and tribulations of ‘a perilous sea.

“To retain a supreme self-detachment, in spite of the busy
battle of life; this was the lesson which I imbibed from my
father’s example, and this [ can say with confidence, has stood
me in great stead during the forty years of my building up of
this institution. In the course of these years | have been baulked
and buffetted by many and various bad fortunes. I have sustained

many a loss, suffered many a grief, faced the heartless indiffer-
ence of an apathetic public.

) “In the teeth of this opposition, the spirit of my father has
given me the inspiring guidance which I consider to be one of the
greatest assets of my life. Through a long period of my life |
have tried despite many obstacles to build up this Ashram not
with any material object in view, but with a strong desire to
realise in and through it the best ideals of my life, This place is
po.t for those who seek selfish ends and beat their own drums, but
1t is a meeting place of such people who would share in a com mon

aspiration for the inner regeneration of man through
. a ¢
fellowship of love and br & ultural

. otherhood. This is th
day which we celebrate to-day.” 18 the message of the

Enchanted River

Through shelving fields where wild flowers sway
Beneath the shade of leafy boughs,

Where linnets sing and cattle browse,
Clonmethan river takes its way.

The skies may gloom or gleam with light,
It will reflect each passing change
Through wood and dell its waters range
While sun rules day and stars the night.

All those who listen to its croon

Will hear it sing and never cease, N
Murmuring for ever ‘Peace, sweet peace,
Singing at midnight and high noon.

And oh! what wonders it has seen
For haunted wood and magic dell

Lie ever 'neath the Fairies’ spell ;
They dance upon its margin green.

The mystery of Their elfin Life

So fills the place that those who pass
The shadowy wood, the emerald grass,
Know all the vale is with It rife.

The old, old Beauty ever new
The wondrous Dance which lasts for ever,
The happiness which ceases never
. rored in the waters blue.
Are mine F. H. Aldhouse.



Match-making

By T, RAMALINGAM PILLAI, M. A,

HE PTObl_em of unemployment has of late assumed
;relxi{y Serious proportions and the educated young
face i Yo::n ,:]o less.; than the unedu.cated old, have to
the band 1 rigc}, }::n. wish to get over the situation by seeking
paper oy rie eiresses, and. for this they take to news-
P 18ing. .But advertisements are perhaps, not as
oocive as travelling agents who move from village t
}'fllage, town to town and city to city. Thus have afiie::
lft(;;)lzx:il:]tgm:lhtch-bro:(ers., who gain a rather easy living by
, e protession. Up till recently it
Eittr(:}oger }s, voice that was final in bringing aqut m::isagt::
o ,:;:C}t, ; alirologer is rep'laceq by the photographer.
b and-br?d er carries with him photos of prospective

Tide grooms, even more than their horoscopes.

ow only of secondary importance ;
t a discount; for the worst that
ges, that are horoscopically ill-
of either party, is remedied by the

in fact, it is even held a
might happen in marria
matched, viz., the death

love-m
periodt::;:hes are made by mutual consent and after g
lator M;’:f)mg. Some marriages end in divorce sconer or
draw prizes lagf'el? gy atthSt' oteries in which only a few
: . € match- i iti
. ch-making itinerant agent has no

he cites instances of marriages
med after dye astrological consyl

a contract, the partjes to
it by divorce. The new

MATCH-MAKING 283

Personal attraction or beauty largely settles the affair.
Intellectual accomplishments and moral considerations
hardly count for anything in the choice of brides and bride-
grooms. But monetary considerations seem to weigh the
most. Even a blackimore or ‘blackie’, with little or
nothing personal to attract a romantic young man would
be most sought alter by the worldly wise and ‘versity men,
provided she is heiress to a fortune. Selection of brides
and bridegrooms through photos is mostly misleading.
The artist can easily make an ugly duckling a thing of
beauty. The most unattractive person can be made to be
most acceptable by the deceptive touches of the photo-
grapher. In the artist's light and shade, even a rickety
thatched shed appears to be a most beautiful structure. So
also, with the help of the tailor and the barber, even the
deformed and the weak are made to appear hale and
hearty by the photographer. Modern articles of dress
serve to conceal positive personal defects and even skin
diseases. The European costume is very useful indeed to
the man with an amputated arm, in enabling him to thrust
his false fingers into his trouser pocket. So alsois he |
protected by his never absent shirt or coat, from the
penetrating gaze of the curious on-looker. He never
removes his shirt except of course when he bathes. But
he always takes his bath in closed rooms and never
ventures to bathe in a public tank or in a river or in the
sea. Many an innocent girl has been led astray by the
photographer and the marriage-broker. Again the edu-
cated man falls an easy prey to the machinations of these
professionals. The prospective bride is most richly
bedecked with costly jewellery in the photo when she is
really penniless. Her eye-glass and her side hair-line
with false flowers are attractions to the unwary young man
whorevels in dreams of rolling in wealth by marrying the
heiress or in having for his partner in life a veritable Rati.
But both the bride and the bridegroom are soon undeceived,
when they come in actual contact with each other as wife
and man. Cases of false personation are not extremely
rare, where photos go to decide marriages.
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The broker who stands to gain from both parties of
the marriage contract proclaims to the world that he is
thorc.mghly self-less and that he does a great piece of social
service when, through his kind offices, he enables men and
women to obey the Lord’s Command to marry, multiply
and replenish the earth. But if you don't keep him in good
humour by making valuable presents to him either in cash
or clothes, you run a great risk of becoming a loser in the
game. Every community in Hindu India, at any rate. has
quite a number of match-makers who are professional
brfnkers. But in carrying on their trade, sometimes con-
sciously or unconsciously they become match-breakers, as
many a desirable match is broken by them. In the eyc; of
some hyper-critics these well meaning brokers are veritable
schal pests. But they seem to be indispensable to modern
leeicondftions. Even in the petty concerns of life such as
buying hr.ewood or other bare necessities of life, brokers
play’ no inconsiderable part. 1t is no wender, thereior;
Fhat in the great concern of life, viz., marriage, the broker'
18 a necessity. If he is an evil, he is a necessary evil.

May he live long and flourish!

|

Book Reviews.

The Story of Mira Bai by Bankey Behari, published
by Gita Press, Gorakhpur, India—Price 10 As.

Whatever of real sweetness remains in the spiritual renais-
sance movement that stirred India deeply in the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries is attributable chiefly to the lyrical outpour-
ings of Mira Bai. Arcund her name, no school of spiritual
thought and philosophy, grew up, like that of Chaitanya of
Bengal, or in a minor degree of Ramananda and Kabir in Hindu-
sthan.

She remains unique in her loneliness and loveliness, and we
remember alonz with her, two other isclated Vaishnavite saints,
Lilasuka. the author of the Krishna Karnamritam, and Jayadeva-
swami, the author of the Gitagovindam. These three isolated
Vaishnavite devotees have immortalised for us, the idyllic story
of Krishna's boyhood in Brindaban, and his love sports with the
innocent Gopis there! Lilasuka and Jayadevaswami have sung
of Krishna in the language of the Gods, Sanskrit, while Mira Bai
has sung of Him in the dialect of the people. The spontaneity
of Mira Bai is not equalled by the other two devotees. The story
of Krishna’s bovhood in Brindaban is unfolded for us witha
thousand lovely touches by Mira Bai, and ber lyrics excel in ela-
horation the other two compositions.

Krishna’s bovhood in Brindaban is a much misunderstood
affair ; propagandists of other religions blaspheme him badly and
accuse him of low things. The unbiassed student of Krishnaism
knows that more is meant than meetS the ear, and that his life
was immaculate. Mira Bai's realisation of truth in and through
Krishna, by unquestioning love for Him, makes really a greater
land mark experience in the History of Hinduism than we are

prepared to acknowledge.

Down the ages, our women have exhibited great heroism and
true depth of soul. In the period of the Upanishads our women
had taken a just share in the enquiry into truth, in the forest
universities in ancient [ndia. In the Epic age we produced great
women characters. In the fight with the moslems and the
1s. the Rajput women evinced unparalleled heroism. This
s of the Blood royal of Rajaputana and wedded to a great
¢ chieftain, exhibited heroism of soul in bravely enduring

Moghu
princes
Rajapu
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the persecutions that were carried on against her,
tagly pursued the goal she had set her heart upo

her quest, and has left for us, an imperishable heri
soul-stirring strains

calms of her inner bein
made the name of wo

and unflinch-
n, and gained
tage, in those
which lay bare to us the storms and
8. By her spiritual achievements, she has
man dear and sacred to us.

The story of her life is told by the author with a truly affec-

ft:onate }.xefart. apd he who goes into it should feel thankful to him
hox' providing .hxm, .at least for some time, a real cleansing of the
eart and purification of the emotions. The illustrations in the

.book belong to highly developed art, and the English rendering

in loose verse of some of the lyrics of Mira Bai leaves nothing
to be desired.

An English Course for Foreign Children by L. Morris.

Of the making of books, especially of English Readers, there

ries to draw upon the latest theories
of Educational Method, and the advocates of each uphold their

choxce'with the enthusiasm of racehorse fanciers. Macmillans
have just published another for Rs. 1~

It prefaces each
efully planned oral drill, and follows it with

; r and exercises in composition. The select;
;‘re'mostly mt.eresting for children, and the standard O:t‘(;‘r;:
hird Book wx.ll be found suitable for Form ] or Il in Madras
anq Class IV in North Indian Schools. Books I and I in the
series have already been publisted, The printing of this volume

is excellent.
—Duncan Greenlees.

SR 13 ag) (Tear Drops) by Nalapat Narayana

Menon, Published by V .
kulam. Price 12 annZs, ‘anneri Book Depot, Punnayur-

Of the few elegiac Poems in Malayalam
whe.rem the poet mourns the death of his w"f
period of married life, has come to o l
literary firmament,

the one under notice

e after analltoo short

At theor O occupy a high place jp the

€ time it was first published

not there wer

o : ofew wpo denounced the poet, for he had given the go-by ts
nventional chakrguakg bird, the inevitable moon and the

resort to the age old §
springing from the 80

subjectively the mixeq character of man’s life

mingling of happiness and mise : that is the inter-

Iy, and consgle
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inevitableness by studying the conflicting forces .of nature .ltself.
He leaves the reader to feel for himself if suf.fermg alon.e is not
the path to supreme happiness, if really happ‘mgss and misery ar;
not convertible terms aad if the mere appreciation of this trut
will not lead one to the ultimate realisation of the oneness ?f .th.e
Universe. The poet's Prunaya (love) for the- Vyakthi (indivi-
dual) is absorbed by his love for the whole creation.

'The poem has stood the test of time. The book is now in its
third edition with an appreciative introduction and useful com-
mentary by Mr. Kuttikrishna Marar, the well-known student and
advocate of the Vallathol school of poetry.

casrad (Ramanan) by Changampuzha Krishna Pillai.
Prakasam Printing Press, Ernakulam. Price Re. I.

Ramana, a poor shepherd and Chandrika, the daughter of a
rich chief fall in love with each other, without stopping to re-
member the distance that separated them. They never thought
then of the evanescence of love. Ramana alone remains constant
in his love. Chandrika induced by her near ones has to change
her mind. She marries another. Not b.en.)g able t? bear the
torment Ramanan commits suicide. Thxs. in shorf is the sub-
stance of the story depicted in this dramatic poem in t_hree parts
composed in Dravidian metre. Though the. conception of th.e
story is a bit unnatural, it is told in such melliflucus verse th.at it
enthralls the reader and raises him to the highest emotional pxtc}.).
While emotion has its place in poetry, the intellectual element is
more important. While the former produces but a t.emporary
exhilaration in the reader's mind, the latter leaves behx‘nd some-
thing permanent. The want of the intellectual element.xs a defect
that one cannot fail to point out in this poem. The tragic el'em.ent
is so cleverly interwoven that it is perceptible from the begmmr.lg
to the end of the story. We congratulate the young poet on t}315,
his successful production of an extremely readable poem and wish
him a bright future. M. S. K.

The Bird with the Golden Voice. Stella Mead. Pub-
lished by Oxford University Press. Price 314 annas.

This little book of 48 pages printed in neat bold types cqntains
four short stories inculcating srund moral lessons to chlldret}.
'The stories are written in simple idiomatic English, The book is
useful for general reading of school children from the first to the
third forms and may also be prescribed as nondetailed text for
them.
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A Hand Book of Play and Games {in Tamil) by K. S.
Venkatraman, M. A, Macmillan & Co. Price 10 annas.

The publishers of
forth fresh publicatio
healthy idegs among
them. The publica
where the author ha
that are useful to th
The games have bhe

this book are often pioneers in bringing
ns with fresh ideas eand thus facilitating
children and those who have to deal with
tion under notice is an instance in point
s collected in a mathodical manner the games
e development of the physical side of children.
én grouped under five headings and under
each heading they have been clessified as being suitable to chil-

dren of differing physical growth and capacity. Parts' of the
book dealing with the need and indis
sical education, th

“ularly instructive. One other noteworthy
ure of the exercises and Zames suggested has especially to be
in these days when the increasing cost of education of

children seems to confound many a parent and it is this

that 1host of the games do not require any expense at all and

cases where something is required the amount is com-
vely insignificant.

/) oo waammgo, By Vydiaratnam P. S. Varier, Arya
ydiasala, Printed at ¢

) ) he Norman Printing Bureau, Calicut,
¢ == Price Re. 1/~

Owing to the contact with the Tamil st
musical Drama came tq be devel

giving importance to songs
and locally enacted. Some
“Sakuntala ™ itself, but none
omplete their work. What

and music were made here and there,
;’ composers have placed thejr hand in
, of them had the good fortune to ¢

We are not

s by his own well- known
if s0 how it fared on the

stage and how much time it occupied. M. S. K.

et epme.
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SIVAKAMI-NATESA NIDHI,

Head Office : Chittur-Cochin.
t.
Branches: 1. Travallers’ Bungalow Road, Palgha

2. Tattamangalam,

Sole Proprietor: C. S. SADASIVA IYER

P

Receives Fixed and Short Term Deposits,
Opens Current and Savings Bank Accounts
al the following rates of inlerest.
Allows Over Drafts, Cash credit accounts etc.
to approved conslituents
and
gives all kinds of Banking facilities-

For farther particulars please apply.

RATES OE INTEREST

Fixed Deposits for 1 year

Do. for 9 months
Do. for 6 months
Do. for 3 months
Do. for 1 month

Current Accounts
Saving Bank Acconts
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RANGA IYER & BROS.,

SILK & CLOTH MERCHANTS,

BIG BAZAAR, PALGHAT

POPULAR, RELIABLE & CHEAPEST HOUSE FOR

Benares, Bangalore, Conjeevaram,
Madura, Karachj & Salem Silks, Sarees,
Dhoties & Angavastrams in
up-to-date designs and

latest style.

MOF
ussiL ORDERS PROMPTLY EXECUTED

SMALL PROFITS @ QUICK RETURNS

A TRIAL wiLr CONVINCE YoU

”
ENCOURAGE

INDIANINDUSTRIES

The only way to obtain Ireedom is

by patronising Indian concerns

|

|

(

g . Ours is one purely of
§ INDIAN CAPITAL
§ INDIAN LABOUR

é INDIAN MANAGEMENT
|
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MALAYALAM TYPES

BOTH BODY TYPES & HEADING TYPES
FROM 11 TO 28 POINTS

THE MADRAS TYPE FOUNDRY,
COPPER ALLOY HOUSE,

Phone 3849:

MADRAS

38, Jones Street, Tel“gc,mm: PRINTYPE




A CLOGGED SYSTEM

is nothing but a poison chest
Whether you are in robust health or not, the human
system requires occasional cleansing and overhauling
For this you can’t do better than taking a dose of our famous

‘TAJ’ : A matchless laxative and

W FRiIT-LAX

purgative in the form of a
g mﬁcug i confection which is delightfully
e e D eIl palatable. [t is prepared out
of various fruits well known
for their laxative effect. It
banishes even the most stubborn
It produces natural and easy elimination
one word it cleanses and overhauls the
blood. It is quite non-gripping and
It can safely be given even to children
en without any ill-effect whatsoever. It

habitual constipation.
of the body’s waste : in
body and purifies the
non-habit-forming.
and pregnant wom
purifies the blood.

Adult Dose :—14 teaspoonful or less at bedtime. As purgative a larger dose in

the morning. Chjldren proportionately small dose,
Single Dose Rs. 0—1—0
Carton of 6 doses Rs. 0—5—0

1 Seer Bottle of 16 Doses Rs. 0-12--0

4 Seer Rs. 2—0-0

1% Seer of 12 0z. Rs. 3—4—0
For desc.ripti'ue folder regarding other preparations write to: —
TAJ PHARMACY (TANJORE),
63, WALLAJA ROAD, MADRAS

. OR
Local Agents:

THE SCHOLAR STATIONERY STORES,

THE SCHOLAR PRESS, PALGHAT

BOOKNS

PRIZE BOOKS
For Schools & Colleges
GIFT BOOKS
POPULAR FICTION
STANDARD LITERATURE

College Books
& Study Helps

Can be had from:

ROCHOUSE & SONS,

‘Publishers & Booksellers,
292, ESPLANADE,
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| BALACANTHARATHI

HAIR OIL

Pave your way

to
AND
by using
, BRILLIANTINE
PRABHU’S
M ARGOS A so AP Two ideal preparations containing
the de-lux skin soap Cryslalline CANTHAR]DIN
of the tropics with = . :
the active principles 7 For rich growth of Hair
of Margosa For removal of Dandruff
MADE FROM PURE VEGETABLE
olLs For prevention of Baldness
SHARMAN & Co. . H AWARDED GOLD MEDAL AT THE
SPORTS SPECIALISTS,
MADRAS COIMBATORE MYSORE DASARA EXHIBITION, 1935
T i Factofigs:,s'ALKOT GET YOUR BOTTLE
Manufacturers and Importers of : FROM YOUR NEAREST DEALER OR FROM
| HIGH CLASS SPORTING GOODS.
SUPPLIERS TO ALL THE SCHOOLS, . HARI SON LABORATORY,
COLLEGES AND CLUBS MALLESWARAM, BANGALORE CITY
CATERERS TO SPORTSMEN OF DISTINCTION
o1 Agents : —
The house of quality, reliability and cheapness.
This is the testimony of all who have tried us. They THE SCHOLAR STATIONERY STORES,
are fully & completely satisfied and do not want THE SCHOLAR PRESS, PALGHAT
‘ to change us. Why not you also try TRADE TERMS ON APPLICATION
Restringing a Speciality us once and be convinced?
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Don't suffer pain needlessly
just rub AMRUTANJAN to the
affected part and watch its pene-
trating warmth go deep down into
the muscle and soothe the pain
away. Nothing is quite so good
as AMRUTAN]JAN to bring quick

relief,

= AMRUTANJAN

CURES ALL ACHES & PAINS

DEPENDABILITY
HIGH CLASS FRAMES OF
TESTED MERITH

CONCESSION RATES FOR STUDENTS I}

REMEMBER 26 YEARS' EXPERIENCE

. WE STAND FOR QUALITY
Patronised by Maharajas, High Court Judges, Doctors etc.

RADHA BROS.,

) . OPTHALM!C OPTICIANS
174, 8roadway, MADRAS

SCHOLAR PENS

for
Easy Writing
GNd
Reliability

ety

SIZES, STYLE,
POINTS AND
COLOURS TO
SUIT EVERY

'8/€ 'Y NAJ ¥Vv1DOHOS

TASTE

SCHOLAR D= LUXE PEN Rs. 5/—

—

SOILD
GOLD NIB
IRIDIUM TIPPED

sntiat

Sole Distributors:

THE SCHOLAR STATIONERY STORES,

THE SCHOLAR PRESS, PALGHAT
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Always Buy Bamboo Brand Paper
THE GENUINE INDIAN PAPER

MANUFACTURED FROM :

“BAMBOO”

INDIA PAPER PULP CO., LTD., CALCUTTA

The Pioneer Co., in the front rank of Modern Indian Paper Industry.

The newest Paper Mill operating in India to-day with the
'} latest and up-to-date Machinery Convertin- Bamboo into pulp
and pulp into Paper of iinest quality employing Indian labour.

BAMBOO BRAND
PAPERS

FOR QUALITY

QUALITY AND SERVICE SECOND TO NONE

All regular consumers and dealers know this and you are
invited to join their number.

India Paper Pulp Co., 1td,, are giving maximum quality
with minimum cost.  They have played a very important part
in a short time leading the way towards ntiliziion of a new
'material which exists in vast quantitics throughout the country
7and which was a waste product formerly

Prices and Particulars may be obtained from:
Sole Distributors on Malabar Coast :

C. V. RAMAKRISHNA IYER & SONS, LTD.,
CCALICUT

Printed af The Scholar Pross Pulohat and pruhliened oy
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