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THE COURSE OF PALARU
Under the Pallavas and the Later Colas.

Dr. M. RAJAMANIKKAM, M.A., L.T., M.O.L., Ph.D.
(Reader in Tamil)

Source of Palaru

In the Mysore State, there are cight districts called Banga-
lore, Kolar, Tumkur, Mysore, Hassan, Kadur, Shimoga and
Chitaldurg. In each District there arc several Taluks. Of these,
Chickballapur in Kolar District is one. In this taluk, there is a
mountain range called Nandidurg. In this range, there are several
mountains called Thippagiri, Brahmagiri, Chennakesava, Ari-
kareswara, Kalavaradurgam, and Nandidurgam.

Of these, Chennakesava mountain is 47532 ft. above sca level.
This mountain is situated five miles away north - west of Nandi-
durgam and south-west of Chickballapur. There are dense forests
at the top. The River Uttara Pinikini has its source in the
northern part, and the Dakshina Pinikini in the southern part
of this mountain. In Tamil, the rivers are known as North
Pennaiyaru and South Pennaiyaru respectively.  The Piliru
starts in between the two rivers.

Course of Palaru

Paliru which starts from Kolar District flows south-cast
through Mulbagal, Srinivasapuram and Bowringpet Taluks. It
crosses the boundary of Mysore State at the east of Bowringpet
taluk and enters the old Kanzundi Zamin territory of Salem
District.

From Kangundi Zamin it goes on for thirty miles, flows
through the Eastern Ghats, and reaches the valley of Vaniyam-
bidi. Then, the Javatu hills intervene, so the river deviates
slightly to the north, and then turns to the cast.  Five miles east
of Arcot, an anicut has been built across Palsru. After Kaveri-
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ppakkam’ this river enters the Kifcipuram taluk in Chingleput
District. Then it goes south of Kaficipuram, and after traversing
-Chingleput deviates still further south, finally turns east and
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merges in the Bay of Bengal, three miles south of Sadras or
Saturangappattinam®. The length of the Palatu is about 230 miles.

Stone-Inscription

A stone-inscription in the temple at the village of Kondd-
puram near Kavorippakkam says that the temple is situated to the
south of Palaru. But today it is actually in the north of the river'.
It seems clear that in the succeeding centurics, the course of
Palaru has diverted near Kaverippakkam from north to south.

What is the cause for this change of course ?

1. Its 0ld name was Kavidi-p-pakkasm, 394 of 1905. 2. its old nsme was
Sediravivagen Pajtinem, 173 0f 1933. 3. North Arcot Manusl, p. 8
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According to tradition, a high official of the ruler of Kafici
called Gandagopalan carried out the wishes of the king and
changed the course of the river!.

Evidence of the Tirumurass

The truth of the traditional account and the stone-inscription
at the Kondapuram temple are borne out by the Tirumurais.

The lake at Kaverippakkam is a very big one.  The overflow
water of this lake goes by the name of Korttalaiyaru which follows
a north-eastern course. It is enriched on the way by Tiruttanigai
River and Nagari River which flow into this River. Finally it
joins the sea near Ennore, which is north-east of Madras City.

The river-beds of Palaru and Korttalai are joined together
by a small river called * Palajiaya Palaru” (old Palar), and
scholars are of opinion that once upon a time Pilaru should have
flowed into the Kaverippakkam valley which was watered subse-
quently by the Korttalai River.

There are other facts which strengthen this view. They are
as follows :

There is a Saivite shrine called Tirumirpcru seven miles
northwest of Kaficipuram. A hymn of Saint Tirujfiana Samban-
dar who lived in the 7th century A.D. says that this shrine was
situated on the south bank of Palaru.

“ Beorwri uredfar Qseraens wrpQup®”

This fact is testified to by S'ekkijar who compiled the lives of
Saints like Tirujfana Sambandar in his book called Periyapuranam
written in the 12th century A.D.

“ youBle Inu 0oy yheawe sl ualéswiand
@riufu yspiund®p BmmBuddr Qg draagGuiis
@wtQ@urdyd ssr_iflm wrplum vl ié SmpGR
puyrGPep paisgvew Qurifluite srfPeyi’

4. 1did, p.8 5. Iid, p.8
6. Tirumurai I, Padigam on Tirumarparu, v. 6.

7. Tirufanasambander Purapam (Samajam Ed.) +. 1002
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Even now, there is a river called * Palaiya Palaru’ (old
Palaru) in the village Govindaviadi Agaram, which is very near
Tirumarper®.

Karunakara-t-Tondaiman, Commander of the C5la Army, who
undertook an invasion of the Kalinga kingdom from Kaichi, had to
cross many rivers between Kadci and Kalinga. The first river
was Palaru, says Kalingattupparani®, which was composed in the
11th century during the time of Kuldttunga Cgja I Therefore,
is it not clear that in the 11th century, Paliru was flowing to the
north of Kaiici?

There is a Saivite shrine called Tiruverkidu two miles north
of Poonamalle,” which is about fifteen miies away to the west of
Madras City. S'ckkilir says in his Perivapurinaun that this shrine
was situated on the north bank of Paliru". The river which is
flowing here now is cajied * Kaduvettiyiru** which is none other
than the old Palaru.  This is now referred to in Sanskrit as
*Vrdda Shira Nadi’ (Old Palaru).

About six miles to the north-cast of Tiruverkaldu, there is
another Saivite shrine called North Tirumullaivayil, near
Ambattur. Saint Sundaramirtti who lived in the ninth century
A.D. says, in one of his hymuns, that this shrine was on the north
bank of Palaru. That hymn runs as follows :

“eiser Qame «1&p Fpis
samoldp Sy shSar
BEEYT grag GSPEEn D Uward
Carnangs s gldnnmm we g
B med auLsar Wi
UMUSEUNY wrRer w.sfDuw
Ui GeRidsar uDwwi adrwrd

urks grurgs L@, "

8. Sivasthala Manjari by Subramaniya Pillsi, 3rd Ed., p. 1.
9. Kauni, 367.

10, Pandaymali or Pandasmalli was its old name in Inscriptions.

1. Tirujfanasambandar Purapam, v. 1029 and  Murkka Nayanar
Purapam, v, 1.

12, Sivasthalamanjari, p. 227,
13. The Seventh Tirumupai, Tirumullaivayil Padigam, v. 3.

b

Sekkilar says that some other Saivite shrines like Tlamba-
yangkattar, Tiruvirkglam (civam), Tiru-viral (Takkslam), which
may now be located on the railway line area running from Madras
to Arkonam, were also to the north of Palaru. Now Takkslam
is on the north bank of Palaiya Palaru which is now known as
Kaduvettiyiru.

“yosea Jpofde yfssflun spoacsbBl
Qurb@yer p unOWTHPE o S urdspai
aogueap uBumiani GuoLukCar. @Pempes
Grdisairofmw. v avsssamnr g AoiuPswn ure gy,

N /CY T LT TR TV Y S0P pCar v oty
Quegsliuflss Gsrer wrd Yruafifs ugurg
apwysed gawwauni gECATOD % s smah
Inid0@es oy pe Jodi sdoiusdsgsril »

Pasiar Stone-inscription

There are fifty-three stone-inscriptions in the Siva temple at
Tiruppasir near Tiruvallar. One of these was inscribed during
the forty-sixth year (A.D. 1118) of King Kulsttunga Cala of
Kalingattupparani fame. This inscription says :

‘*Land was sold to Orrikondan of Mondar-p-pandippakkam,
in Amtur-k-kottam, by the Assembly of Rajanirdyana Chaturvedi
Margalam of Kilmalai Mdgir nidu. That lan.d was sold for the
purpose of providing a flower-garden and arranging for the supply
of water from Palaru for the holy bath of the images of the God

and Goddess in the temple” ".

This stone-inscription makes it clear that Palaru was flowing
near Tiruppasir in the 12th century A.D.

Concluston : When we look at all these evidences, we come to
the unmistakable conclusion that till the 12th century A'D'f the
course of Paliru lay across Tirumag.)é(u,' north of Kafci, Tirup-
pasar, Tiruverkkadu and Tirumullaivayil.

14. Tirujdanassmbandsr Purspem, vv. 1004-5.
15. A.R.E. 123 of 1929-30.



A critical and comparative
Study of the one-lettered words
in the Dravidian Languages and Sanskrit
with special reference to Tamil

N. SANJEEVI, M.A.,
Lecturer in Tamil, University of Madras.

I

*In his monumental work, A Comparative Grammar of
the Dravidian or South-Indian Family of Languages” Bishop
Caldwell referred to the fact that ‘whatever the length and
complication of Dravidian words, they may invariably be traced
up to monosyllabic roots, by a careful removal of successive
accretions’.* This statement of the great authority on ‘ Dravi-
dian comparative grammar’ is proved better by ‘a critical and
comparative study of the one-lettered words in the Dravidian
Languages’ in which we find a large number of words which are
not only mono-syllabic but one-lettered only.

We have clear references to these one-lettered words in
Tolkappiam, ‘ the carliest extant Tamil grammar.’ While dealing
with Molimarapu (wordology) in the second chapter of his work,
Tolkappiar devotes threc Siitras to explain the nature of one-
lettered words. They are as follows:

(1) Nettelut télé yorelut torumoli®
The scven long vowels alone can stand as single-
lettered words.

(2) Kurrelut taintu molinirai Pilave®
No one of the five short vowels can stand as a word by
itself.

(3) Orelut torumols yirelut torumols'
yiranfiran ticaikkun totarmoli yulappata
Minré molinilai tonriya nerive

1. ——11);:;;"idia.n Comparstive Grammar—Caldwell (1956)—p. 196

anpiam--with & short commentary in English—Dr. P.S.S.
2’“4% s?;(i)_l_‘f‘\‘/%‘;fmr (1\?;30).—;). 7—38 (Transliteration and Translation for

Sutrams No. 43 -5)



From usage, words may be classified in three ways:

One-lettered word, two-lettered word and word having
more than two letters.

From these Sutrams we are sure of the great significance that
the one-lettered words had even in the times of Tolkappiar
Further, we understand from the first and second siitrams that thej;
are common to both vowels and vowel consonants. But from the
commentaries of Ilampuranar® and Naccinackkiniar?® it is known
that the short vowel consonants Ne and Tu were also used as one-
lettered words. From the third Satram we find the three kinds
of classifications made by Tolkappiar of the whole lot of Qords in
Tamil as one-lettered words, two lettered words and words havin
more than two letters. The significance of the one-lettered wordi
is perhaps very ably meant in this Satram not only because of the
fact that the one-lettered word finds its first place in the él:;ssiﬁc;-
tion of' words, but by the expression * Tonriya neriyé . The word
‘ chnf;lya.' may mean not only ‘appearing’ (or usage) but
¢ originating.” If the latter meaning is acceptable in this context
also it can be said that it was the considered view of Tolkappiar
that the most ancient forms of words werc the one-lcttered mono-
syllables, although some modern linguists may fcel reluctant to
agree with this line of thought.'

Next to Tolkappiam the most important and popular work
on Tamil grammar is Nannil by Bavananti Munivar who is said to
have lived in the latter half of the twelfth century and the first
half of the thirteenth century”. In the second chapter of his w 1;k
on ‘wordology’ Bavanantiyar begins his chapter by saying >in (t)hc
very first sutram that ‘The learned say that the letters are
termed words when they denote a meaning either singly or (’ts‘/vol or

more) taken together, and that such words are of two kinds. viz
s, viz.,

5“_\). V idc th(‘ commentar Yy Uf ”5) Puranarc & 4 acCinarkiniar r
m ! i :cini ini
\ i ' { " i i1 kl 18 {0 ‘hc

7. For e.g.: *The proper definition of a root seems to be what is

z;)mtr:;)n :;eak::rtain number of words felt by the popular instinct
akers as etymologicall i )
Jespersen, Language, 1 e gically belonging together' — Otto

8. Kalaikkalafciyam—vol, 6—p. 320
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Simple and Compound’*® and speaks about the one-lettered words
more clearly and elaborately than Tolkappiar in a way. His
Siitram is as follows® :

N Uyirmavi Larun tapanavi Laintum
Kavacavi nalum yavvi lonrum
Aku metil notu vankuril Irantotu
Orelut tiyalpata marel cirappina.

Six among the vowels and Ma series of vowel consonants, five
among the Ta and Pa and Na series, four among the Ka, Va and
Ca series, one among the Ya series are the one-lettered words of
long sounds which are forty in number. Along with these are
the two short sound one-lettered words, namely, No and Tuy,
thus making the total number of important one-lettered words
forty-two.

Viramamunivar, who lived in the eighteenth century, in his
Tamil grammar, Tonnul Vilakkam, has simply reproduced this and
the next Sttram of Bavananti as one sutram itself and has

given the commentary also.*’

From this Sdtram of Nanntl we get a more precise idea of
not only the number of one-lettered Words but the exact one-
lettered words in usage. Further we find Bavanandi mentioning
only six letters in the vowel series, and not seven as Tolkappiar
mentions in his Satram. This perhaps points out the fact that
one vowel, viz: Au should have become obsolete by the time
of Bavananti Munivar.

Mayilainatar, Sankaranamaccivayar, Visakap Perumailaiyar,
V. M. Sadagopa Ramanujachariar, the learned commentators
to Nanniil and Viramimunivar, the author of * Tonnil Vilakkam !
taking advantage of the expression ‘cirappina’ (important) give
a list of one-lettered words which they call as * not so important.’
They are as follows according to them "

8.A. ‘The Nannul of Pavananti '—Rev. J. Lazarus (1884)—P. 10
9. Ngpil—Sitram No. 129
10. Toupil Vilakkam—Siatram No. 48

11. Vide their commentsries to Nappil—Satram No. 129 and Virama-
mugivar's commentary to Tonddl Vilakksm Satram No. 48
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With the help of the above-mentioned sources, the Tamil
Lexicon" published by the University of Madras, the treatise
on one-lettered words by an author whose name is unfortunately
not known', and my own observations of the spoken Tamil, I have
tried to find out as many as seventy-eight one-lettered words
which arc more than one fourth of the whole of Tamil Alphabet
and more than three fourths of the alphabet qualified to occur as

first letters in a word™*,

II

Tolkiappiar himsclf refers to about twenty onc one-lettered
words in various contexts™and gives the meaning for about sixteen
of them in diffcrent places™. We also find the meaning of these one-
lettéred words in the various commentaries to Tolkappiam® and
Nannal®. As far as < Tonnul Vilakkam ’ is concerned, Viramamuni-
var, the author of the Text itself, gives the commentary also. There
also we find the meaning of these words®.  But it is the Tamil
Lexicon published by the University of Madras that gives the
meaning of these words, for that matter, to all the Tamil words, as
far as possible, in the most exhaustive manner. The scholarly
treatise on the one-lettered words by an unknown author already
referred to and the learned articles by Prof. T. P. Meenakshisunda
ranar in Kalaikkalaiiciam on most of the Tamil alphabet are of
considerable help in listing the meanings of the one-lettered words
also. With the help of all these sources and my own observations,
I have tried to compile the meanings of seventy-eight one-lettered
words, as will be seen in the forthcoming pages.

15. Tamil Lexiconvols, 1--6 and the Suppiement Volume
16. Vide Sentamil Selvi - Tumil Tarra Terram™--vol. N1l

16.A. (1) Tolkappiam - Satram No.: 59 to 65 (1) Napr 31—102—6.

17. Vide Tolk.ppiam  Satram No. 31, 32, 169, 175, 178, 224, 229,

250, 233, 207, 208, 209, 278, 279, 282, 293, 480, 673, 674, 678, T41. T42. 746,
758, 739, 764, 706, 733, 812, R27, 868, 927, 928, 929, 150).

31, 32, 169, 175, 178, 224, 229, 231, 251, 278, 279,

18, Ibid -Sitenms No.
868, 927, 928,

282, 293, 673, 674, 741, 742, 746, 757, 758, 759, Vo4, 738, 812,
929, 1560,

19. 1bid commentaries by llampiiranar, & Neccin, rkkiziar

20, Vide commentaries to Narsal Satram No. 129 & Commentary to
Toryal Vilakkem Satram No. 48,



Tamsl word
awsth Transliteration
1. &
a
2,
a
s o L
a (as verb inira-
nsitive)
-'...ﬁ',‘&
a  (asverd Transs-
tive)
3.

@

Meansng

1. Base of the Demonstrative Pronoun

16,

1.

expressing the remoter person or
thing. 2. Prefix to nouns express-
ing remoteness. 3. Prefix express-
ing world-wide eminence 4. God’.
5. Vispu. 6. Brahma. 7. Beauty.
8. Dried ginger. 9. Long pepper.

. Ah! expressing pity, regret. 2.

Ah! expressing wonder, admira-
tion. 3. An exclamation expressive
of contempt. 4. An interrogative
termination. 5. An interjection
expressing sultriness. 6. An inter-
jection expressing recollection 7.
Either......... or. 8. becoming. 9.
Female of the ox, the sombar and
the buffalo. 10. Bull. 11. Soul
12. Ebony. 13. way, manner. 14.
As far as, upto. 15. desire'.

To come into existence. 17. To
happen, occur. 18. To be done
finished, complicated, exhausted.
19. To be fit, proper, agreeable,
congenial, on friendly terms. 20.
To prosper, flourish. 21. To be
22, To be like, equal. 23. To
stand in the relation of, as a friend
or a blood relation.

24. To bind 25. To cause, bring about.

Prefix vowel found in the base of
the demonstrative pronoun ex-
pressing the nearer or proximate
person or thing. 2. Demonstra-
tive prefix qualifying any nour
expressing nearness.

with Transliteration
4.

Tamsl word

.

1

-f

Qi

AW

(as verd)

Meaning

. To give to inferiors, give alms,

bestow, grant. 2. To give. 3. To
distribute, apportion. 4. To divide.
5. To give instruction 6. To cre-
ate, to bring into existence.
7. To bring forth. 8. To agree,
consent. 9. An exclamation ex-
pressive of wonder. 10. Fly. 1L
Honeybee, 12. Beetle. 13. wing.
14. Removal. 15. Arrow®. 16,
Indira’s bow?. 17, Lakshmi®. 18,
Saraswathiz. 19. Parvathi’.  20.
Cave®. 21. Snake'. 22. Waist cord’.
23. Lotous Petal’.

. Base of the demonstrative Pronoun

expressing a person, place or thing
occupying an intermediate position,
neither far nor near, and meaning
yonder or occupying a position near,
the person or persons spoken to
2. Demonstrative participle before
nouns, expressing intermediate posi-
tion or position near the person or
persons spoken to as o.é Carpper
3. expressing a position, as behind
or beyond. 4. Energy of Siva®*.

Flesh, meat, 2. go away'. 3. Food.

Interrogative base of the interro-
gative pronoun. 2. Interrogative
prefix before a noun meaning what,
which.

Increase, abundance. 2. Pile, row,
tier, series. 3. Looking upward
4. Pride, self-conceit, arrogance.
5. Shooting, as an arrow. 6. Ar-
row. 7. An exclamation inviting



Tamil word

with Transliteration

as

10. p...888

0

11.

S

12, ow
au

13.
ka

(as verd)

1.

1,

1,

Meaning

attention 8. An exclamation of
contempt.

Wonder, astonishment. 2. Beauty
3. slenderncss. 4. Minuteness, sub-
tleness. 5. Phlegm. 6. Bronchitis
7. Lord, master. 8. Husband, 9.
King. 10. Guru, Priest, teacher.
11. Father. 12. A prepared arse-
nic. 13. Indian mustard. 14. Sugar
15. Five'. 16. Sivan®. 17. A sound
used by the elephant driver to re-
buke the clephant’. 18. A mineral
poison’.

. To resemble. 2. Toequal. 3. To

be suited to, to be consistent with ;
to be appropriate. 4. To be accept-
able. 5. To be good character; to
be well-bchaved. 8. To be har-
monious, be in happy concord. 7.
To appear as if it were.

. Going and staying. 2. Shutter or

other means to stop the flow of
water. 3. Oh! cxpressing superi-
ority or inferiority. 4. Alas! ah!
expressing bercavement. 5. Ha!
expressing joy. 6. Oh! O! express-
ing wonder. 7. O! cxpressing re-
collection. 8. Halloa! calling at-
tention. 9, To be of one xhind,
trans.,, to copulate. 10. High'
11. Oh! expressing consent®, 12.
Braman®. 13. Sivan'.

To covet,” desire greatly’. 2. bit-
ing". 3. carth’. 4. ecndless’.

Brahma. 2. Agni.

Tamil word
with Transliteration

14. ar.. S50

ka

kit

156, &
ku

16. &
kii

17. Gs
ke

18. s,

has

YL

1.

1.

Meaning

To preserve, shelter. 2. To guard,
keep guard over, watch. 3. To
restrain, ward off, prevent, guard
against. 4. To observe as a vow,
a fast, a time of pollution. 3. To
rescue, safeguard. 6. To wait for.
Preservation, protection. 8. For-
est, pleasure-grove, garden. 9.
Pole with ropes hung on each end
used to carry loads or gifts toa
temple easily.on the shoulder. 10,
Lever or beam for a well-sweep ;
lever of a steel-yard ; scales. 11
A standard weight. 12. Recepta-
cle, basket, as for betel or flowers.
13. Brahma’s spouse. 14. Load
or pack, hung at either end of a
pole and carried on the shoulders.
15. The Kalpaka tree. 16. Rule’.
17. Strength®. 18. Sorrow’. 19.
That which is carried on the shoul-
der with a pole’. 20. Fostering®.

Earth.

LEarth. 2. Cooingasofadove. 3.
Porridge. 4. Evacuating, passing
stoolss 5. Call. 6. Crying loudly,

To call’. 2. To cry loudly’. 3.
To breathe heavily®.

. To be bitter, astringent, unpleasant.

2. To be deeply afflicted. 3. To
dislike ; to be angry with ; to hate
4. To vex, trouble, harass, torment
6. To produce, as a sound; to
propel, shoot, as an arrow. 6. To
feed with the hand. 7. To adom,
decorate.



Tamil word
with Translsteration

19. Qar... S5

Kb

Qar

0

8,

11,

10

Meaning

Hand, arm. 9. Elephant’s trunk.
10. Ray, as of thesun. 11. Grow
up, set, asin counting bricks, dry
dung cakes. 12. Hand-pose in
dancing. 13. Side, right or left.
14, Faction, Party. 15. Rafter.
16. Semaphore. 17. Sleeve of a
garment. 18. Handle, as of an axe.
19. Handle, as of a fan. 20. Wing
of a bird. 21. Wing of an army.
23. Army. 28. Place. 24. Money
on hand. 25. That which is fit to
be done. 26. Decoration, dressing.
27. Strength, ability. 28. Hand-
ful. 29. Hands, workmen, assist-
ants. 30. Littleness, smallness.
31. Custom, usage, way of the
world. 32. Row, line. 33. Youn-
ger sister. 34. Fault, blemish. 35.
Strength, influence®. 86. Help® 37.
Position®. 38. Share. 39. Action’.
40. Musical sound®.

To string, as beads, flowers, ola
leaves, to file ; to insert; to thread,
as a needle. 2. To compose, com-
pile, arrange, reduce to order; to
systematise. 8. To narrate in order.
4. To enumerate, recount. 5. To
invent, as a story, in a clever and
fitting manner. 6. To put on, to
wear. 7. To clasp, join, interlock,
as the hands. 8. To write, merge.
9. To envelop, cover. 10. To op-
pose, resist.

Emperor. 12. King. 13. Great
man, eminent person. 14. Father.
16, Leadership, domination. 186.
Mountain. 17. Potter. 18. Cows.

Tamsil word

with Translitevation

20.

21.

22.

23.

Qser
kan

EToos B
ca

2...550

11

Meaning

19; Bull*. 20. Heaven®*. 2l.
Aerial region, sky. 22. Earths. 23.
Cardinal points, direction. 24. Ray,
beam*. 25. Thunderbolt, as the,
weapon of Indra. 26. Arrow. 27-
Eye. 28. Speech. 29. Word*. 30.
Water*. 31. Sap, juice®. 32. Ju-
jube tree. 33. Expression mean-
-ing ‘alas’. 34. Male person’. 35.
Sun. 36. A kind of Yaga® 37.
A weapon sharp-edged at both ends
and held in the middle’. 38. Hair
on the body®. 39. The five organs
of sense’. 40, Mountain’. 41,
Mother®. 42. Greatness. 43. Sara-
swathi’. 44. Light®.

. Horse-gram. 2. Bit’. 3. Hold’. 4.

Hold by the mouth®. 5. Action®. 6.
Greatness’. 7. Evil'. 8. Take® 9,
Distress®. 10. Sorrow’.

. To die. 2. To be spoiled or

blighted, as crops. 3. To be ex-
hausted. 4. chord of an arc;* sine
of an arc. 5. Tea-plant*. 8.
Devil’.

. An exclamation of contempt, dis-

gust, repudiation®.

. Pus. 2. Mueous matter, as of the

nose. 3. An exclamation of con-
tempt, disgust, repudiation. 4.
Disdain, spurn.

. To scratch, as fowls; to tear up

earth, as pigs; to scrape. 6. To
sweep off, brush away, wipe off.
7. Toexpel, remove, root out. 8.
To clean, purify. 9. To sharpen.



Tamil word
with Transliteration

cn

1o
o

c %
ciy

26. @# (Root word for
ce  word cemmai
which has the

following
meanings)
27' Q' -oﬂtﬂ& .
ce
28, ae
. cai
29. ,@iﬂ
€o

1.

1. To dwell, abide.

1.

1,

12

Meaning

10. Lakshmi*. 11. Light, brilli-
ancy. 12, Subordination®, 13. We-
alth’. 14. Saraswathi', 15. Parva-
thi’. 16. Termite’. 17. Woman®
18. Poison®. 19. Semen>.

- An expression of disgust or aversion’

Sound uttered in setting dogs on
2. Sound uttered to express dis-
gust or aversion. 3. A kind of
home-made fire-work enclosed in
cloth. 4. A kind of torch.

To intend, to purpose, to design.
2. Redness, ruddiness. 8. Good-
ness, soundness, good condition.
4. Spotlessness, uprightness, di-
rectness, rectitude. 5, Fairness,
impartiality. . Unity, concord
agreement. 7.  Fineness, neat-
ness, cleanliness. 8. Beauty, gra-
ce, elegance. 9. Moon’s descen-
ding node. 10, Sulphur. 11. Ex-
cellence, eminence, greatness,

2. To lie, remain.
3. Tosleep. 4. To obtain. 5. To

redden. 6. To get angry. 7. Red,
redness. 8, Marking-nut. 9. Mar-
king-nut tree. 10, Sage - leaved
alangium. 11, Bull, bullock, ox.
12. Taurus in the zodiac. 13,
Exclamation used in driving ani-
mals etc. 14. Expression meanin3
‘Fie! shocking’ used in disgust.
15. Horse, deer’, 16. Greatness'.

Expression of contempt, of abhor-
rence.

Expression of wonder*.

with Transliteration
30.

81,

32.

33.

4.

36.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Tamil word

Qer

co

Q@eor
can

@ E B
na

ti

@
te
(¢ 7
te
[ ] .
tat

&
ta

A po (58S
ta

s

1.

14,

13

Meaning
The city of Banasura. 2. Fortifi-
cation, Fortress. 3. An exple-

tive signifying surprise. 4. Par-
vathi’.

. Membrane, as of the diaphragm’.

2. Sago’.
To tie, fasten. 2. To stick, adhere.

An expression to denote touchi‘ng
the head of a child by one’s head
in fun. 2. Tea leaf.*

An exclamation declaring b.l‘e.af:h. of
friendship, indicated by disjoining
the ring formed of the fore and
middle fingers.

Word used for calling a person
younger in age and who is nearby*.

Word used for calling a person
younger in age®.

Neck-tie®. *

Brahma as creator. 2. Kubera, the
lord of wealth.

To give, as to equals. 2. To grant,
bestow. 3. To instruct. 4. To
serve. 5. To cause to get. 6. To
create, form, comstruct. 7. To
‘beget, generate, procreate. 8. To
produce, compose. 9. To denote;
express. 10. To acquire, gather.
11, To capture. 12. To call, sum-
mon. 13. To yield, bring forth,
as trees.

15. To stretch®. 16.
17. Strength, might.

To cross®.
To spread®.



Tamsl word
with Transliteration

40, £...50
ti

£...és0

4]. & ...3s5®
tu

10.

I. To eat, used

2. Food. 3. Experience.

14

Meaning

18. Pain, distress, affliction. 19,
Deeay, destruction. 20. Attacking,
rushing, jumping. 21, Hostility.
22. Fault, blemish. 23. Defect,
deficiency. 24, A cruel man’
25. Jupiter®. 26, Shelters, 27:
Resting place?. 28, Residence’.
29. Place of retirement®. 30, Brah-

man®.

- To be burnt. 2, To be withered or

blighted, as growing crops in times
of drought. 3. To be charred
or burnt, as food in cooking. 4,
To be hot with anger; to be in-
flamed. 5. To perish ; to be ruined.

. To allow food to be charred in

cooking; to burn. 7. To dry up
water, as the sun; to cause hum-
ours to be absorbed in the body by
means of external application ; to
boil and dry fish so that it may
keep.. 8. To cause to wither, as
growing crops. 9. To scar, caute-
rise,

Fire, one of Pafica-Piitam, 11,
La?mp. 12." Sacrificial fire, 13.
Digesting heat. 14, Anger. 15,
Evil. 16. Poison. 17. Hell. 1s,
Knowledge, understanding, intel-
lect.® 19, Way, means of escape
20. Pleasure. 21. Easy way to

capture. 22, Cruelty. 23, Evil
24. Hunger. -

generally in negative
forms.

X 4. Separa-
tion. 5, Fije®! P

Tamil word '
with Transliteration

42, &
tu

43. Cs

44, 5. S8V
lai

Meaning

1. Purity, cleanliness, immaculateness.

2. That which is pure. 3. Bright-
ness, whiteness. 4. Streggth. 5.
Support, prop. 6. Hostility, e?n;
mity. 7. Flesh. 8. Meat. 9. Fie!
10. Feather, Plumage. 11. An ex-
clamation  declaring breach. <')f3
friendship. 12. Spray. 13. Fie!
14. Expression uttered by a person
when frightened®. :

. Acquiring. 2. The deity*. 3. Chief,

lord®. 4. Expression of driving
cattle.

. To sew, stitch. 2. To nail, fasten

beams with nails, spikes Or pegs}
to ‘pin. 3. To plait or s.tchh as
leaves into plate. 4. ’I‘o.]om. 5.
To pierce, penetrate, pr.lck, as a
thorn, an arrow. 6. To tle,.weave,
as a wreath. 7. To string, 2S
beads. 8. To adorn, decorate. 9.
To make, create. 10. To set,
encase. 11. To place, put as 2
mark on the forehead. .12. To
wear, put on. 13. To p.amt. 14.
To surround, cover, encircle. 15,
To make a net. 16. To close, s}:ut.
17. To enter, dart. 18. To pierce
the mind, to rankle ; to cause pain.
19. To alight, rest as the fascin-
ating looks on an unlucky. person.
20. Decoration, embelhs}fment.
9]. Sewing. 22. Expression qf
beating time. 23. The 9th Tamil
month, January - February. 24.
Capricorn in the zodiac. 26. The

" gth nakshatra. 26. Young plant or



Tamil word
with Transliteratson

45. Qazn
73]

46. Qgor
Tau
Qgor

47, on
na

49. pr

nu

&
50. Qs

ne

5l. es.. a8
Nai

1L

12.

1s

Meaning .

tree. 27. To copy the accounts
already posted®,

Vacable used in calling a dog or
other animals.

To spoil. 2, To leap.

. hole.

Tongue. 2. Word. 3, Middle, cen-
tre. « 4. Index of a Balance. 5,
Clapper of a bell. . Flame-tongue.
7. Bolt of a lock. 8. Wards of a
key. 9. Mouth-piece of a music-

pipe. 10. Neighbourhood.  11.
Splendour.

To taste.

You.

To separate from. 3. To renounce,
as the world. 4. To put away
reject. 5. To put to disgrace. 6.
To despise, loathe. 7. To abandon,
leave. 8. To be removed.

. Sesame. 2. Elephant. 3. Orna-

ment.
To destroy. 5. To be distressed.

Love. 2. Compassion, mercy,
grace.

. To be crushed, bruised. 3. To be

injured, spoiled, over-ripe, as
fruits; to be frayed, worn out,
as cloth. 3. To waste away, peri-
sh. 4. To dwindle, decrease. 5.
To be shortened in quantity as a
vowel. 8. To droop, languish, faint.
7.-To fade. 8. To be wounded

Tamil word
with Transliteration

su)ri...,a?,lé'\’

52. @wn

QET. v G

53, Gor...g&
No

Gor

54, Gmer
Nau

85, ur.gae
Pa

ur ...;56:0

11

14.

6.

o

. To divide, distribute.

17

Meaning

in one’s feelings: to be distressed.
9. To feel pity. 10. To forget
oneself; to lose command of
oneself.
To crush. 12. To destroy. 13.
To burn.

Expression signifying disdain of
mockery.

. Pain, distress, suffering. 2. Dis-

ease, sickness. 3. Lightness, slen-
derness.

. To suffer.

. To feel pain, ache, suffer, smart.

2. To be grieved, distressed in
mind; to feel aggrieved. 3. To
complain. 4. To be injured, bruis-
ed as a plant, fruit; to be spoiled,
as boiled rice. 5. To be impove-
rished; to grow poor.

Aching, pain, smart. 7. Distress,
grief. 8. Illness. 9. Imjury, bruise,
as in the body of a tree, a fruit.
10. Weakness, infirmity, decay.
11. Emptiness.

. Boat; ship. 2. Goat’. 3. Good-

ness®.

. To divide, distribute.

3. To
spread’. 4. To plant’. 5. To'
hold®. 6. To take root®. 7 To

o -
.

cross’. 8. To praise, pray

.
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Tamil word Meaning

Tamil word
” with Transliteration

Meaning .

with Trausliteration

ur

6. S

S

3. Yo gse
Pu

9. Expanse.

11.

. Excrement, ordure,

. To fear.

10. The central plat-
form of a chariot. 11. Verge
stanza, poem. 12. Rafter. 13’
Warp. 14. Cotton thread. 15.
Shadow. 16. Gnomon or needle of
a .?un-dial. 17. Protection. 18
Drinking. 19. Purity, holiness.
20. Beauty. 21, Spake. 292. cow:

hage. 23. Light. 24, A i
. poetical

faeces. 9,
Bloody drop ordure tree, 3
Toothed-leaved tree of heaven 4
Fear.. o

6. To separat
pluck. parate. 7. To

. To blossom, bloom. 2. To appear

3. To flourish, to b

, € prospe
4. To m.ensttuate. 5. To ll:e(t:'gus.
blurred in vision, as by long wi?te

ful look. 6. To be

. come m
7. To become useless, 8 TOUIdy-
duce, as flower. o o

9.
10. To give birth to, To create,
Flower, blossom of whyi

- Whi
four kinds. 12, Loty (glo‘tvhere are
Floral design. er. 13.

14, Cocy’
15. Colour. 1, Blue co;(oircomb.

Beauty, charm. 1

3eauty, . 18. Rj

tility, ﬂourishing conégli:ess’ Y
Tenderness. 29, Spots ofn‘ .
phant’s forehead. 21 i

plate on the foreheaq (l;lfla::lental
» film or e

23,
n. 24, ROugh-

ness on the wing edge of 5 t
oo}l

58. Gu
Pz

59. eou
Pai

80. Q@urir...

YL

- GAR

sae

12,

16.

. Fear.

. Greenness, freshness:

after grinding. 25. Spark, as a fire.
26. Flake, as a scraped coconut.
27. Fire powder or dust. 28. Gill
of a fish. 29. The fraction §. 30.
Lac tree. 31. Crude form of pU-niru,
before it is acted upon by the sun’s
rays. 32. A setof three substances
used in medicine. 33. Rock-salt.
34. Leaf. 35. Sacrificial fire. 36.
Sharpness, keeness, point. 37. A
hell. 38. Menstruation, catamenia.
39. Earth. 40. Birth, Production.

2. Foam, Scum, Froth. 3.
Cloud. 4. A prefix meaning ‘no’*.

2. Colour.
3. Youth. 4. Beauty. 5. Streng-
th, Vigour.

. To become green or greenish. 7.

To look bright.

. Bag, Sack, Purse, satchel. 9.

Hood of a cobra. 10. Bladder,
duct, pouch as in animal bodies.
11. Five hundred or thousand
rupees, as the amount usually kept
in a treasury bag.

To spread the hood, asa cobra.
13. To be angry. 14. To be
tumultuous, as the sea. 18. To be
excessive.

A small token coin of Copper =

1
) anna.

. To perforate, puncture, make a
hole or opening. 2. To be blister-
ed.



Tamsl word
with Transliteration

61. Cur...gev

Pas (as verb
62, w

Ma
03, wr

Ma

. Moon. 2. Siva.

20

Meaning

. To go, proceed; to go away,

depart. 2, Toreach a destination.
3. To belong. 4. To be born. 5.
To lie, pass through. 6. To be
proper, admissible, passable as a
path. 7. To become long, to be
stretched out. 8. To become stra-
ight. 9. To extend, spread. 10.
To be full. 11. To exceed, trans-
cend. 12. To shoot up; to be tall.
13. To become expert in. 14. To
undergo, experience; to go throu-
gh the process of. 15. To separate
16. To cease. 17. To leave, aban-
don. 18, To go by, pass over; to
lapse. 19. To vanish, disappear.
20. To be missing, to be lost. 21.
To change, as from one state to
another.  22. To be subtracted,
23. To be divided. 24. To perish,
die. 25. To be conclusive. 26,
To be hushed. 27. To cohabit,

3. Yama. 4,
Time. 5. Brahma. . Vishnu.
7. Poison.

- Animal, beast. 2. Horse. 3. Ele-

phant. 5. Leo of the zodiace. 6,
Bee. 7. Swan. 8. Human being
born with the shape of an animal,
9. Mango. 10. Calling, Call. 11.
Cloth. 12. Nail. 13. Bearing with
patience. 14. Lakshmi. 15. Trea-
sure. 16. Sarasvati, 17. Degree
of fineness of gold assayed by a
touch-stonc.  18. A measure of
weight. 19. The fraction w20,

A superficial measure=1  veli =

Tamil word
with Transliteratson

64. &
mi

65. ar
mi

21

Meaning

100 Kuli, 21. field. 22. Land,
tract of land. 23. Dislike, dis-
gust. 24. Mirage. 25. Greatness.
96. Strengih. 27. Beauty. 28.
Blackness: 29. Colour. 30. Pale-
ness caused by love-sickness. 31.
Flour, meal, dough, powder. 32.
Dust. 33. After-birth secundines.
34. Source of perception; autho-
rity. 35. Knowledge’. 36. Light,
37. bind’. 38. Mother® 39. Dea-
th®. 40. Pig. 41, big, large®.

. Top, surface. 2. Height, elevation

emminence, loftiness. 3. Sky,
heavens. 4. Greatness, dignity.

. Three. 2. To become old ; to be

older than another ; to be senior in
age. 3. Toend. 4. To be dama-
ged or spoiled. 5. Old age.

3. To finish. 7. To leave.

. Desire. 2. Excellence.

. Collyrium for the eye. 2. Ink; ink

paste. 3. Black pigment used in
witchcraft. 4. grease made of
castor-oil & burnt straw, used as
a lubricant for country-carts. 5.
Black, blackness, 6. Darkness.
7. Greenness. 8. Spot, as of the
moon ; blemish. 9. Dark cloud.
10, Sky, as blue. 11. Fault,
defect. 12. Sin. 13. Dirt. 14. Birth,
as due to Karma. 15, Barrenness,
sterility. 16. Barren woman. 17.
Buffalo. 18. Barren buffalo. 19.



Tamil word
with Transliteration

W ...ﬁ#‘v

68. Qur..55
mo

Quor

69, wr
ya

we,. S5

70, Qur
yo

71,
Ra

72, G
la

73. @r..so (a@se)
Va

va

74, o
Vi

75, & ooo BV
V1

24.

5.

1.

. To perish; to cease; to disa

22

Meaning

Sheep; goat. 20. Aries of the
zodiac. 21. Youth. 22, Water.
23. Ignorance.

To become black. 25. To be dim.
26. To grind well’.

. To smell. 2. To take in a vessel,

as water. 3. To undertake, 4. To
measure. -

Ho, hallo. (when calling a woman
only®.)

. What or which things. 2. A tree.

3. Breadth, width. 4, To bind, tie.
5. To dam up, to confine. 6. To
be inseparable from. 7. To com-
pose, as a poem. 8. To tell, utter.

. Ho, hallo®

Night.
Ho, hallo®.

To come. 2. To happen. 3. To
come into being. 4. To be born.
5. To be known, understood, com-
prehended. 6. To become clear ; to
be attained, as a language, a science.
7. To be completed, finished.

. Tobe able. 9. To abound, increase.

10. Leaping, galloping.

. Heaven. 2, Bird. 3, Wind. 4.

Eye. 5. Direction. 6, Beauty.

! ppear.
2. To die. 3. To leave. 4, To

change, to deviate, as from one’s
course. 5. To destroy.

Tamil word
with Transliteration

PAN-F 1
Ui

76. Gﬂl-uﬁ&
ve

CGa

77. oa...ge
var

= YTy ¥ T

6.

13,

11.

23

Meaning

Ruin, destruction. 7. Death. 8.
Separation, removal. 9. Drooping ;
Languishing.  10. Flower. 11,
Pollen. 12. Bird.

To impoverish. 14. To say. 15,

To go. 16. To like. 17. To con-
ceive,

. To burn. 2. To be hot, sultry, as

the weather, to be scorched. 3.
To be inflamed, as the stomach. 4.
To be boiled, cooked, as rice. 5.
To be refined, by burning in a cruci-
ble, as gold. 6. To dress. 7. To
cover. 8. To be distressed by grief
or passion. 9. To be angry. 10,
Spying.

Hullo! (as dialect usage®.)

. To abuse, revilee 2. To curse.

3. To deceive.

. To put, place. 5. To bestow. 6,

To seat. 7. To put to school. 8.
To appoint. 9. To lay by, deposit,
store up. 10. To keep in custody ;
to guard. 11. To reserve, set apart.
12. To detain, asin prison. 13. To
possess, have, keep, hold in poss-
ession. 14. To contain. 15. To
keep, as mistress. 16. To allow to
remain unaltered. 17. To create,
set up. 18. To prepare. 19. To
conduct or maintain for profit. 20.
To pay due regard to. 21. To
imagine, suppose. 22. To fix,
determine. 23. To maintain, as
accounts. 24, To mention. 25.
To consider. 26. To meditate upon.
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27. To beat.

28. Sharpness,
keenness, point.

ma 29. Straw of paddy., 30. Grass. 31l.
World.

78, Qaver 1. To seize, snatch. 2. To commit

Vau highway robbery. 3. To steal. 4.

To rivet attention, fascinate. 5.
To attach, as sin, to possess, as
an evil spirit. 6. To undertake.

11X

FOR FURTHER CRITICAL STUDY OF THE ONE.LETTERED
WORDS IN TAMIL WE CAN HAVE THE FOLLOWING FEW CHARTS

A. To gauge the enormous lexical value of the one-letleyed
words in Tamil the following table will be of help :—

S. No. Names of ‘Number of Number of
the words the words Meanings for
each word
I & 7, &, ae, Qer, @, 13 1
@, @, &, Gpr,
Qur, o, Qw,
11 9, &, 8, Qaar, @, 9 9
&, Cr, Qur, Gu, }
111 wor, @z, @ger, Qrar, 4 3
IV D-s 9}@?, @p GE"’ G’) 8 4
@rr, Qu, if,
V &, o, Cuer 2 5
5
vI & , er, &, Qaver 4 6
VII @, &, w, ap. 4 7

Placed after  meaning denotes that th
the word is either wholly or partly no

1. Meaning found in Kalaikka/afijiam,
Meaning found in ‘ Tamil T5yra Torram
3. Meaning generally accepted,

e mea_ni.ng is deriveq when
n-Tamil in itg origin

S. No. Names of Number of Number of
the words the words Meanings for

each word
VIII a, €, wr 3 8
IX Y 1 9
X Qser, ar 2 10
XI Qe&, Gar, Ca 3 11
XII mr 1 12
XIII & 1 13
XIv o, i 2 14
XV Qe, avu 2 16
XVI & 1 17
XVIi ) 1 18
XVIII & 1 19
XIX & 1 20
XX e 1 23
XXI £, ur 2 24
XXIT 4 1 26
XXIII @w 1 26
XXIV &g, Gur 2 27
XXV Fl) 1 30
XXVI o 1 31
XXVII o8, i 2 40
XXVIIL wr 1 41
XXIX Qan 1 44

N.B. :—Number of meanings are calculated on the basis of material given in

the foregoing pages. Still these meanings may net be exhaustive
as also the number of one.letter words.

B. The following chart will be useful to know the number of
meanings that are still in vogue in (1) Literary and colloquial Tamil,
(9) Literary Tamil only, (3) and also that have become obsolete
[(:) Numbers in columns 3 to 5 denote the numbers given to the
meanings found in this paper on pages 6—-94. (ii) Total number of
meanings calculated and given in column Nos. 6 & 7 are only approxi-
mate. It may not be final.]

4



S. No.

LN

WO O =\ dH O

10
11
12
13
14

-

15
16
17

19

Names

words

& &

wq!}ﬁl’ T ®

L))

Qar

3

Meanings
mostly in
vogue in
Literary &
colloquial
Tamil

1 to 3.

1 to 10, 18,
14,16 to 25.
1, 2.
1t04,7,9,
10 to 12.

1 to 8.

1, 2,

7, 8.

1,2, 7t09,
11, 19,
1to 6.

8 to 11.

1to7,9,14,
16, 19, 20.

9,3, 5 6.
1to 3.
1to4, 8,9,
11 to 24,
27 to 30, 32,
35 to 89.

1to 8,11, 12, 13,36

18, 19, 83.

26

4 5
Meanings
that are Meanings
mostly in that
vogue in have
Literary become
Tamil obsolete
only
4 to 9.
11, 12, 165.
56 8,13, 14,
15 to 23.
1 to 4.
1 to 6.
3 to 6, 10,
13 to 18,
7
1,2,19,138.
1to4.
1&2,
8 10 to 13,
15,17, 18,
1
1, 4,
10 HtoT, 20,

26, 31, 33,
34, 40.

8, 10, 14 to

17,20 t0 32,
34,35, 37 to
41,

6
Total

number of Total
meanings Number

Literary of
and meanings
colloquialof words
(As per (As per
column chart-A)
No. 3&4)
3 9
22 26
2 2
11 23
_— 4
3 3
2 2
2 8
7 18
7 7
9 13
— 4
— 2
13 20
— 1
4 6
3 3
31 40
15 44

S. No.

20
21
22
23

U
256
26
27

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
3b
36
37
38
39

40

41

Names

words

Qaer

ST

Q@&
Qs

@en
QGar

@ ser

&Hr

&

3

Meanings
mostly in
vogue in
Literary &
colloquial
Tamil

2 to 5, 8.
1to 3, 5.

1

1 to 10, 13.

1
1 to 3.
2t017,10,11.

b to 9: 11.
18, 14.

1

1
3
1

te

L )

1t03,5to

14, 20,26 to
29.

1 to 161
22 to 24.

5

27

4

Meanings
that are
mostly in
vogue in
Literary
Tamil
only

Meanings
that
have

become
obsolete

1;6)7)9’10'

4, 6,

11,12,14 to
19,

4
1,8, 9.

1 tO 4’7 10’
12, 15, 16.

1, 2.

4,16 to 19,
21 to 25, 30.
17 to 21.

1to 4.

6

Total
number of
meanings

Literary
and
colloquial
(As per
column
No.3&4)

b
4
1
11

7

Total
Number
of
meanings
of words
(As per
chart.A)

10
6
1

19

11
16

RO b= e e b DD N DD A e

o
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S. No.

42

43
44

45
46
47
48

49
50
51
52
53
b4
55

56
57

08

Names

words

Ggor

BT

Gs

Qer
Crr

@mer

i

Cu

28

3 4

Meanings
mostly in
vogue in
Literary &
colloquial
Tamil

Meanings
that are
mostly in
vogue in
Literary
Temil
only

1to0 5,9 to
14.
2 to 4.

1 to 8, 10,
16, 16, 18,
19,21 to 25,
21,

1
2
1 to 9, 12,
1t04,6to8.

1&2.
1 to 12, 14.

1 to 10.

3,11, 18 to
15, 24.

1, 5¢t7.

1to7,11,13,
14,18 to 20,
22,23 t027,
33, 34, 36,
38, 39.

4

Meanings
that
have
become
obsolete

6 to 8.

1

9,11 to 14,
17, 20, 26,

1, 8.
10, 11,

[

1 to 5.

13
1to 4.
11
I to 3.

l) 2) 4 t()
10, 12,
17 to 23,

2to 4.

810 10,12,
15t0 17, 21,
28t031, 32,
35, 87, 40.

1 to 3.

6

Total
number of
meanings

Literary
and
colloquial

(As per
column
No.3&4)

11

13

1o

7

4

24

7

Total
Number
of
meanings
of words
(As per
chart.A)

14

27

40

S. No.

59

60
61

62
63

64
85
66
67

68
69
70
71
72
78
74
76

76
77
78

Names

of

words

@ur
Gur

wr

Quwr
wr
Cur

rr

Qe

&

Qv

Qaier

29

3 4
Meanings  Meanings
mostly in that are
vogue in mostly in
Literary & vogue in
colioguinl Literary

Tamil Tamil
only
8 to0 12, 16.
1& 2.
1to 8, 5,
6, 14 to 27.
1, 9, 10, 14, 25,
17 to 22, 30,41.
28, 29, 31,
32, 38.
4
1to5.
2
1 to 8,
24 to 26.
1,2, 5.
1 7
1
1
1
1to8.
1,2,7,9.
1to9, 11
1 to 27, 29.
l1to 4.

Meanings
that
have
become
obsolete

lto7,13to
185,

4,7 to 18.

l1to 7.

2to8,11¢to0
13, 15, 16,
23, 24, 26,
27, 33 to

317, 39, 40.

1 to 3.
6,17

1

9 to 23.

3, 4.
2 to 6, 8,

1
9, 10.
1tob.

3t06,8,
10 to 17.

10
28, 30, 31.
5, 6.

6

Total
number of
meanings

Literary
and
colloquial
(As per
column
No. 3&4)

6

19

18

11

(84

[o" TR

Total
Number
of
meanings
of words
(As per
chart-A)

16

27

41

[ )

26

e b e OO QR

10

17

11
31



C. () Words which are mosily popular as free form oy which

30

Jorm cetyma for other derivatives both in colloguial and
Literary Tamsl* in one or move meanings.

Qaer
&

[~k

et
Q@ert
Qent

Qeer

@gw@mqﬂgi@&b
@
+

s @t

(i) Words whick are wmostly obsolets s Jfree form

Gt

@+t

Emn

o

iy
o
Qu
U
Qur
Qunr

Jorm etyma for other derivatives.

-

Qe

&

@r
K
2

* Literary Tamil includes modern Tamil

 These words in their colloquial meanings

status in modern Tamil.

Qsr

Oner

w

o

also.

Quuin+t

Qaer

Total—87

oy whsch

Total—11

are slowly gaining literar,

31

(ili) Words which are mostly popwular as free form or which
form etyma for other derivatives in Literary Tamil* only
in One Or MOYe Mmeanings.

Nil

(i) Words which occur mostly as that which form etyma Sfor
other derivatives only in one or more meanings.

@9 a9 PWO®Y

T

Gur
Total—7

(i) Words which occur mostly as free forms only in one or
more meanings.

& e. Qser
& € =

f @ 7]

& (s I Qur
@ . Qe
K& B4 o
Qe Ggn

Qer 5

Total—23
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(iii) Words which occur mostly both as free forms or which form
. styma for other dersvaisves in one or more meanings.

E.

F.

s
Qar
Qaer

&#r

e

& Qar
. ur

Cs o
s Qu
Qger a@u
ar Qunr
4 wor
Ga 7.4
«@r ap

Qnr Quw

-®w
Quor
wr

ar

Qaver

Total—49

Popular variants of some expressive sound words.

f—g

*r—s
Qe—Qoe—are
Qer~—Qer
Q. —Qu.
o

Words that are more commonly found sn colloquial

Tamil,

@
L 1

»
Qunr

Qw

Total— 9

(Of these words Qe is the shortened form of «@w and @ @

are the shortened forms of Q. or aG.)

33

‘G. The followsing . tadle will show the Nouns & Verbs in the one-

lettered words.

Words used mostly as
Noun only

s@gmahgﬂﬁgp@&

L Y

Qer
Qen
Q@eer

Qaer

Qur
or

(¢ I

Words used mostly as
Verb only

@

Cs
&
@ ger
s
Qur
Qun
@

Qaer

Words used mostly
both as Noun & Verb

L

F

Qar
Ganr
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H. The foliowiny tabie 100l show the four kinds of words (t2.)
Etai-c-col, Uri-c~col, Vaitacol & Ticas-c-cal.

Etai-c.col Uri~c-col Vatacol “ﬁ::::ﬁr‘;:“'
or
Participle Adi::tive Sunscr‘i): words ?ﬂf&:‘gﬂ:ﬁ:‘{t
& L ) & * .
e 8 o0l
@ &
L wn
o S
b &
8 Quw
) ma
S
7]
@
&
® ~
Qe
Qs
e
Qor
Qen
wr
Quor
am

L The following table will show the Demonstratives, |
. :
gatives- & Enumeratives, P

Demanstratives Interrogatives Enumeratives
e ] 8
® o
a < ¢
9
wy

(To be contimued.)

[ 4

3

i

. as forming but one bhasha (language).”’

o
Ve

‘Studies in History of Telugu Linguistics

N. VENRATA RAO, M.A,
Head of the Department of Telugu.

1. ANDHRA - DRAVIDA - BHASHA

Dr. ‘Caldwell, in his Comparative Grammar of Dravidian
Languages, first used this term in connection with Dravidian
philological studies, He says:

«One of the earliest terms used in Sanskrit to designate the
family seems to have been that of Andhra Dravida Bhashd the

“Telugu - Tamil Language” or rather, perhaps the language of

Telugn and Tamil countries. This term is used by. Kumdrila
Bhatta, a controversial Brahmin writer of eminence who is supposed
to have lived at the end of the seventh century A.D., and, though
vague, it is not badly chosen. Telugu and Tan}il being the dialects
spoken by the largest number of people in §outhem India.
Canarese was probably supposed to be included in '.I‘elugu, and
Malayalam in Tamil ; and yet both dialects together with any sub-
dialects that might be included in them, were evidently regarded

Introduction P.—4.

Following Caldwell, the Editors of vol. IV of Linguistic
Survey of India used the same term Andhra Dravida Bhasha.

«The word ¢ Dravida ' forms part of the denomination Andhra
Dravida Bhasha, the language of the Andhras (Telugu) and
Dravidas (Tamilians) which Kumarila Bhatta, (probably seventh
of A.D.) employed to denote the Dravidian family.

Tamil and Malayalam are two sister dialects of the same
languages form together one of the principal groups of the

Dravidian family.

. 1. 'The studies in this psper are the results of investigations, conducted
h by me in the lsst summer vacation st the School of linguistics Deccan
College Post Graduste and Research Institute. Poons, under the a warn

of & grant by the University Grants Commission. .



_If Kumarila’s denotation denotes a different dislect, which by
no imeans certain Cagarese and Tamil wonld be included in the
Dravida Bhasha as against Telugu the Andhra Bhasha,” P. 284.

From the abowve two extracts, it is evident that, Andhra
Dravida Bhasha is the term used by Kumarila Bhatta,' though
the two scholars -do .not exactly quote the work of Kumarila in
which this term occurs, thé quotation is from Tantravartika, the

magnum opus of Kumirila, It is the most authoritative work on
Purva Mimamsa. : :

' But in the printed texts of Tantravartika the term ‘Andhra
Dravida Bhasha’ does not appear. The text reads “Tadyatha
Dravidadsbhashayam.”

(Adhyaya 1, Pada 11, Adhikarana 6, Sutra 10, P, 157.) The
whole adhikarana deals with the subject — * Treating of the
authority of words as used by the *“Mléccha.”

Therefore the word ‘- Andhra’’ does not find a place in the
original text of Tantravirtika,

_NQ other raadmg is given in the text for “ Tadyathg Dravi-
dadibhashiyam.”

~ There is an English translation® of the whole work, by the
well known Mimamsa scholar, Mahamahopadhya Ganganatha Jha.
* Even the English translation does not give the word * Andhra ’

I quote helow the entract from the English translation
relating to the above.

“ And ggain, as much as the miecchas are found to have no -

regard for Pharma, it is just possible that they ma i

_ : . y have distorted
the meanings of words, exactly as' they are found to have.dig-
torted the forms of words because we do not find a sixigle Sanskrt;
(or correct) word in-use among them, ' :

1. Burnell, An interesting passa

A. C. Burnell, Ph.D., MG, ge in Kumarils Bhaya's Tantravartika.

Indian Antiquary for October 1872.

" 2, P.719 (Printed 1924.)

3

Though they are a few words in use among them that appeat
like Sanskrta words yet these are found to be used in senses other
than those recognized by us; and as even these are used without
the necessary affixes they are not properly expressive; and as
such, they can never be held to have any real denotation. Even

- when an Arya attempts to find traces of his own (‘ Sanskrta’)

words among those of the Mleéchhas, he can only find them by
grouping together the letters of two different words e¢.g. in
<a custom’ they find the Sanskrit word Eka and some times there
in he finds his own words either a little too short or one too long.

As for example in the Dravida Language though all words are
used as ending in consonant, yet the Aryas are found to assume in
them the affixes etc. that can be appended only to words ending
in vowels and thence make the words give a sense in accordance
with their own (Sanskrit) language.

For instance when the Dravidas call ‘rice’ ‘cor’ the Arya
reads in it his own word fcora’ (thief) and comprehends the
meaning accordingly. And when Dravidas called the road - atar’
he reads it as ‘ Atara’ and declares, that as the road is difficult
to cross it is really ‘atara’ (uncrossable). Similarly they call the
snake ‘ Pap’ and he takes it as ‘Papa’ (evil) and argues-that the
snake is really an evil animal. So too in the case of the word
« Mal” which they use in the sense of the women the word is taken
as Mala. The word ‘Vair’ used by them in the sense of the
stomach is taken as vaira (enemy) and the use is justified on the
ground of the hungry man being capable of doing many sinful
deeds which proves the stomach the enemy of man.”

It is clear from the English translation that the word Andhra
is not used, and that the word ‘Dravidas’ is only used. The
words considered by Kumarila as Dravida according to the original
text is:—

Cor (boiled rice)
Atar e (path)
Pamp (snake)

Mal (woman)

. Vair “iio (stomach).
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.. .. Sri .Gopinath Kaviraj has contri 4 i
abové English t:aﬂslatiahf In pagt:l ’1’2*2? s’iﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁﬁi
dealing with languages, he takes the words of Tantra&artii:a as
follows : - ,

(1) Cor Tamil Coru  (Boild Rice)

(2) Nadar » Nade  (Path)

(3 Pamp  ,, Pampu (Snake)

(4) Al » a  (Person)

(6) Ver ~ ». Vaijiru (Belly).

The learned writer of the i i

reasons, as to why he has taken, ¢ ;t;;::?.tf:d fkle’s ;;ins::?tthi
and trar':slation gives ‘Atar’, and ‘Mal.’ He ha; not given :;‘
manuscript reading of the text. On the other hand, he has takei

the term  Atha Dravididi Bhasha’ as *“Andhra Dravida

Bhasha. He wrote :—

f‘;ﬁgmanlaés reference to Tamil loosely as ‘ Andhra’ Dravida
is a er evidence in favour of general ignor
about the South (line 28), »g ance of the Aryans

- But on the top of the page 16, he writes Hi
. - » he is (Kumarilas)
reference to Dravidadibhasha i : :
language.”' | i as g is really meant for the Tamil
The statements of Gopinath Kaviraj i
A . oF aj are misleading, i
he agmlts that I.)rawdadl Bhasha ” is in the text, he aggain \r?Zlfnle
to Andhra Dravida Bhasha, which is not in the text ang a-‘;rs
changes two words. Since he does not quote any authorit S0
the term Andhra Dravida Bhasha, we have to presume O:Lthlgr
e

must have had the reading f .
quoted. g irom the article of Dr. Burnel] already

~ M.M. P. V. Kane, in his illu;ninatin i
tika, opines that the words belong to M agla;:ltilcll:non TantraYar.
F.N.3.*]. BBRAS. 10211922 Page 96y - o ()0

THE TERM DRAVIDA AND.ITS SIGNIFICANCE

Though, the term

'¢’Dra : s . L
Tamil language, vida " is exclusively now applied to

yet a past history of the word shows that it was
. A
Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.

5

first applied to the five sets of people inhabiting the five regiouns of
South India.

Tamil Tamilnad
Telugu Andhra Pradesh
Kannada Carnata
Maratha Maharastra
Gurjara Guzerat

The Andhras, Tamilians, Karnatakas, Marathas and Guzeratis
are known as ‘‘Pancha Dravidas.” The Northerns are called
« Pancha Gaundas” people living in Utkala, Vanga, Mithilia,
Gauda and Kanyakubj

In this connection, we have to take into consideration, the
very valuable work turned out by Rev. Dr. Stevenson, who by
a number of essays on vernaculars of India, proved before
Caldwell, that the Southern languages Tamil, Telugu, Canarese are
quite different from North Indian Prakrit languages. These
appeared in 1841-42 A.D.

But the most interestingfeature in the articles of Stevenson is
that he has taken Marathi also with Tamil, Telugu and Canarese,
in his article entitled

« A comparative vocabulary of non-Sanskrit vocables of the
vernacular languages of India.”

Rev. Dr. R. Stevenson' is one of the Dravidian philologist:
before Caldwell. I am appending below all the articles of

R. Stevenson, to evaluate his services to the cause of Indo-Aryar
philology in general and Dravidian languages in particular.

List of articles contributed by Rev. Dr. Stevenson rega.rdini
the philology of Indian vernaculars.

. Bombay Branch of Royal Asiatic Society (B.B.R.AS.)

Vol. I. i. 1841—1842 o .

An essay on the vernacular literature of the Maratha
p.P. 1—10 |

10 BoB-R.A.s. VOI. v. P. Po 117"131 lwsz
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An essay on the language of the aborginal Hindus.
Comparative voeabulary of Hindi, Bengali, Gujarati, Marathi
Telugu, Carmataka, Tamid and Singhalese are shown.
: iv (— .
A collection of words from the language of the Todas, the
chief tribe of the Nilgiri Hills.
i
Observations of the Grammatical structure of the vernacular
languages of India. * P.P. 71—78
do
No. 4. The Pronouns 15—20

e ‘ 1850—562
A compazative vocabulary of non-Sanskrit vocables of the
vergacular languages of India. P. 117—131

From the above passages, we can deduce the following

I. The term'  Andhra Dravida bhasha” is not used in
Tantravartika and the correct term found there is ““ Dravigadi
bhasha.” :

2. The term “ Dravida " before Caldwell denoted the five
sets of paople speaking those languages—Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Marati and Gujarati.

3. Dr. Caldwell was the first scholar in the philological

world to use the term “Dravida ” specifically for the languages
exoluding Marati and Guzerati.

4. This very exclusion of Marati and Guzerati from the
Dravidian group by Caldwell, and once for all establishing the in-
dividuality of the Dravidian languages among all the vernaculars
in India, is a great land mark im the history of the science of
linguistics both in India and abroad.

. 5. This farseeing éonclusion, in ennunciating the Dravidiag
theox? through his monumental work enabled the world known
linguist Dr. S. K. Chatterjee nearly half a century afterwards to
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establish the influence of Dravidian antiquity on the
phonetics and the phonetic history of the Indo-Aryan family of
languages which are exclusively Sanskrit and Prakrit.

6. Dr. Caldwell is quite correct in using the term ¢ Dravida’
for * Tamil’, though the compound Dr is quite un-Dravidian.

7. The usage of the terms Dravida Bhasha and Dravida
Bhiumi in Telugu' for Tamil language and Tami]l Nad entirely
supports Dr. Caldwell’s, adoptation of the term Dravidian for
Tamil.

8. ‘The term ¢ Dravida’ is used in Sanskrit in two ways :—

(i) General sense - signifying the family of people and
Languages. "

(ii) Particular or restricted sense -as applied conclu-
sively to Tamil language and Tamilians,

I presume, - subject to correction - that the text in Tantra-
vartika - *“ Dravidadi Bhasha ” also in one way supports the theory
of Dr. Caldwell. Though the text refers to Dravidadi for people
and language of the group in that work, the word ‘Dravida” is
given the first place, in the enumeration, and when the term is
now equated with Tamil and Tamilians, it is quite proper to
surmise that the Tantravartika text agrees with. Caldwell and
modern linguists, who have firmly established that, Tamsl is the
Jirst and the oldest among the vernaculars in India.

In this connection, it is regrettable to note that some foreign
scholars, and Telugu linguists still use the term Andhra Dravida
Bhasha in their writings, though this fact is brought to the notice
of the scholars long ago.’

THE TERM ¢ DRAVIDA’ AND ITS USAGE
IN TELUGU

~ In Telugu, the term ‘Dravida’ is used exclusively for
* Tamil”’ only, and the term ‘ Tamil’ is never used in Telugu
Literature except in moderu times.

Py

2. Annels of Oriental Research Vol IIL. Lart I (193-39) Telugu pp. 1.14,
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_ Palkuriki Somanatha (1196-1250 A. D.) the apostle of Vira.

faivism in both Telugu and Kannada Countries in his monu-
mental work “ Panditaradhyacharitra " refers to Dravida Bhasha,
Dravida Desa, and is the first and last poet in Telugu to give in

a Telugu work, a Tamil passage.

‘While describing the various Saivaite devotees who ﬂoéked

to Sri Sailam on the Sivarathri festival day, Somanatha actually
quotes the language of the people from several parts of South
India. Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Marati, Manipravala (later Mala-
yalam) and Sanskrit. The other term he uses for Tamil is ‘ arava ’.

The work is written in Dwipada or Couplet metre. The
ving is the passage from the work.

After giving the language of Telugu, Kannada and Marati,
wnatha gives the Tamil language. He says.

“ arudond anatla yayyaruva défambn
parusayu Dravidabhasha singamuga ”

eans that he is now describing the language Dravida Bhasha
en in Arava region :

‘¢ Arulugiritiyenne yaranepirine
cirigirinilayane civaneyandavane
angamirundine yayirundavane
mangayar pangane mallikarjunane
yanunakkadiyane nakhilanayakane
yenamilladane yimayavilliyane
aruattumivarukkatmanayagakane
Masinalumariyada mallikarjunane
alalagandané yadiyatravane
ciliye mallikarjunane yennavane
yellayilladane yengumullavane
Collavalladane mallikarjunane
Krummidumtigunirumuuavane
yéreru mécane yellamauayene
vediyarutu dikku madiye civane
c3deye mallikarjunane yannavene. ”

- Panditaradhys Charitra—Printed in 1914

Pasupula Nagays Yogi at Visakhapatnam, Th?lyi:n zotf:t:‘::hll:'lesnw?l:
wcts given in this article are from the Andhrs Grandhsmale E(ilti
lars Patrica) in 1939, edited by Late Dr. C. Narayans Reo, M, A !h.o:
a th_i not available. : Parvate pnk.rnm.. P} .308 .

Basava (Vrishadipha. Skt.) in several languages.

v

In his another work Vrishadhipa Sataka Somanatha praises
The verse

containing Tamil language is quoted below.

Paramane yannu yandavane pannudayane anadanadane
periyene penivundavane perudayayane perujeppane
tarimuriyayane yanucu ““dravida bhasha’ nutintu ninnu mad
varakarunavidheya Basava! Basava! Basava vrishadhipa.

(Verse. 59.)

Here also Dravida Bhasha is used for Tamil.

for

The other references from Panditaradhya Charitra are given
the information of scholars:

1. In the story of Tirunallappova. Diksha. 1-145

“ tappadatlainanu Dravidabhumi
jeppanopputirunallappova yanaga

Here Dravida Bhumi stands for Tamil Nad.

(Music)

ﬁ Dravida.

~

2. In the story of Nambi - (Sundaramurti)

“ Ilanoppu Dravida mahistaliyandu
vali Airuvavuru nambi yanpéra
vadi sundarundu Sivadwijundaina

Mahima 2-124

Nambi is Sundaramurti — Dravida mahistali Tamil Nad.
Here the rules of prosody require the short form “ Dravida *

3. In Parvataprakarana, while describing the Sangita
Somanatha mentions two names of the Ragas with

1. Gaula ragas:

“Malava gaula ramakriya, saya
gaula dravida gaula karnata gaula
Sowrastra gaula Desala gaulambi

2. Gujjari :

Gujjari, Sowrastra gujjari dravida Jujjar.
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Though the combination Dr. is quite undravidian, in Telugu,
it is always pronounced as Dravida and not Davida without the
‘r’ sound. ‘

« Dravida bhashanu vedavagratnamulanu®
b ‘ Paramayogi vilasamu ”’

Here the yati (Dr - r) which is a fundamental principle of Telugu
Prosody, requires that the word should begin with Dr.

Even in modern times, scholars use the word ¢ Dravida'’
only for Tamil.

9. REFERENCES TO TELUGU LANGUAGE
BY THE EUROPEAN WRITERS

* Gentoo ” is one of the names given by European
Language and Telugu people. The Europeais are grtuzzzs:elxgz
are the first settlers in South India. ‘ Gentoo’ is the;efore
a Portuguese word. Itis a corruption of the Portuguese word
“Gentio* a heathen, and was originally applied to all Hindus
as opposed to the ° Mores’ or the  Moors’ s.e. Muhammadans.

The first reference to-‘ Gentoo’ being used f i
found in a work printed in Amsterdam in 1648 AD(.)1~ '1?:11: gubl S
Jehan Van Twists and entitled ‘General Beschrijfvin el

Indien . ge van

The term Gentoo for Telugu Langua
. ‘ ge was fre
in the Madras Records (Records of Fort St. Geor‘gl;%lt!y used
consultations) from 1683 to 1719 AD. ° airy and

In 1807, A Grammar of the Gentoo lan :

guage as it i
stood and spoken by the Gentoo people is P“blgshed 1b mwllinﬁt.ier.
Brown at Madras. In 1817, a second edition of the y William
issued under the same title. » he work was

In 1818, the same anthor W. Brown brought out ; vocabu

under the caption. “ A vocabulary of Gentoo and English lary

This term hoWever has not gained mu
. . X ch curr .
lingered in East India Company’s official routine t:ﬁcgi‘és:ut CStgl
Brown, the greatest of European Telugu scholars, condemn ed and

S
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discouraged the use of this word ‘ Gentoo’ for Telugu. He wrote
« It is high time to abolish the absurd name ‘Gentoo’, which -
was introduced by the Portuguese and is ignorantly used by
some persons for the name Telugu”.
(Dictionary of Mixed Telugu)
1854.

TELU&U

Though Rev. Carey has named his Grammar as Telinga,
in 1814 A.D., yet we find that the term “ Telugu” is in vogue
from the last quarter of the 17th century and from 1816 onwards
we find that “ Telugu” is the only term used for the language.

A.D. 1878  Account of Telugu language given Frederic Bolling,
Kiobenhafn, page 69 deals with Coromandel. Where
the numerals of (‘Natives’) are given.

1681  Telugu Language referred :—

A new account of East India and Persia. John P.
Fryer. London. 1698.

1747  Account of Telugu alphabet given
Conspectus literature. Telugicee Halle 1747.

1767  Forty seven Telugu words printed as an appendex
to Thomas Hyde's Syntagma Dissertationum.

17711  ‘Telugu’ is used in the Travels of Anquetil Dea-

perron.
1781 . do. of Sonnerat
1793 do. of Rennell
1807 do. of Perrin

From 1816 onwards Telugu is pused in all the grainmars and
Dictionaries. Itis also spelt as “Teloogoo”

PHILOLOGY . -

1816 A Dissertation of the Telugu Language by
F. W. Ellis.

Yantives - Natives
LS8.1. vol. IV, Pages. 582- 583. .
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7 GRAMMARS _
" 1816 A Grammar of the Tely La
A. D. Campbell. 5 Tanguage.
First Edition - 1816 ‘Sec
: f) ond 1820
Third » 1849
1823  Teloogoo Selections with ¢ i
matical Analysis - J. C Morrri:ldatmns and Gram-
1840 A Gramm of the Telugu Language C. P. Brown
First Edition - 1840, Second Edition - 18.57
1872 A Progressive Grammar of th
' . e Telugu L
with copious examples and exercises iiuthre:n gu:tgse
Arden A. H. Trubrerrs, Londop - Masulipata.mpa .
1800 A simplified Grammar of ¢
s Morris, Lonen | he Telugu Language
DICTIONARIES
Campbell, A.D. A Dictionary of the
: T
1821. Madras. cloogoo language
Morris, J.C. English Telugu Dictionary 18351837
. _ . | Madras
arpenter, A. T:hgb‘il Synonyms dry, B, Subbarayalu
o adras for Car i
Dictionary 1839, .penters. English
Nicholas, J. A small English Telugu Dictionary 1841
Ramakrishna Sastri, C. do o
: : 1841
Madras.
Brown C.P. Telugu English Dictionary 1852 Madras |
do. English Telugu Dictionary 1853 Madras
Percival, P, Telugu English Dictionary
1st Edition iti
o }3:: 2nd Edition 1sg7
Sankaranarayana English Tel icti
] ugu Dictionary 189
L Iy 1891 Madras.

Telugu English Dictionary 1900 Madras

.

i3

HISTORY OF LANGUAGE ‘AND LITERATURE
"-In’ 1840, €. P-Brown wrote a very valuable essay on the
language and literature of the Telugus.! ‘ ' S

RN

TELINGA

Though the term ‘Telugu’ is used by the Europeans from
1878 A.D., ‘Telinga’ - a variation of the word ‘ Telungu’ is also
in vouge. ‘Telungu’ is the correct and classical name of the
language, and is still used in Tamil Nad. ‘ Telungu’ is the poetic
form and ‘ Telugu’ is the popular form of the word. :

I .will first give the references to Telinga.

1706  Telinga Language referred :—

Dissertationes Miscellenous. Hadrianus Relandus.

1724  Jentiefs or Telingaas is the vernacular of Golconda
Velentiju Ouden Niew Oost Indicu. Amsterdam
1724 - 26.

1744  Father Norbert - in his memoires historiquas refers -
to Telinga Luques (Avignon).

1814 A Grammar of the Telinga Language, Rev. Carey -
Serampore (Bengal) India.

‘ANDHRA’

The term ¢ Andhra’ is used only once by J. C. Morris, for
his grammar. The titleis ““ A Compendium of Andhra Vyakara-
namu or a catechium of Teloogoo Grammar printed in 1834.

BADAGA

The name® ‘Badaga’ is also used for Telugu by Benjamin
Schulze for his grammar, as “ Warngian” Grammar printed in
1728.

1. Printed in the Madras Journal of Literature and Science Vol. X. July
to December 1839 and published in 1840.

2 The name ‘Badags'— Vadugar’ in Tamil is frequently used for
Telugu’s in Jesuit Records.
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TRILINGA

This term is referred to by A. D. Campbell, in his Grammar,
. the ongmal form of Telugu. But this is rejected by C. P.
rown.

TENUGU

Dr. Caldwell deals with the origin of the various forms of
=1ugu, in his work, and his observation regarding the form
smugu is interesting and linguistically correct, He said “ of the
ove mentioned forms, Tenugu or Tenungu is some times repre-
nted by Telugu Pandits as the orlgmal form of the word, and
e meaning they attribute to it is its sweetness ”’. (Introduction®
umeration of Dravidian languages-Page 27.)
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1. Plato calls tragedies plays. The narration of deeds of
sufferings of heroes in Mythology, or the narration of national
calamity, or of a national Victory is a tragedy, which in Greece

had always a religious origin. — Plato.
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1. Aristotle defines tragedy as ‘the imitation of noble action,
great and complete in itself’. ‘Tragedy’ he says ‘aims at represent-

ing men who are above the average, Comedy, men who are below
it! He says that ¢ exhibiting purely a good man as falling

into adversity is rather horribls than tragic, nor on the other
hand, would the representation of a villain receiving the retribu-
tion due to his crimes, be a tragical story however moral it
might be. There must be an element of undeserved calamity and
yet, there must be some justice too, in the cause of events so that
while we feel sorrow after what occurs, we shall also feel that
things could not have been otherwise.’ He further says that
¢ posts sometimes make happy ending out of concession to the
weaknes‘s"oi thc spectators, but this is quite a mistake, and
that such endings are more suitable to comedy.’

2. Reginald S. Copleston M.A. who wrote the history of
Aeschylus, remarks that ‘a sad ending is not essential to tragedy’.
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1, A. W. Schlegel in his ¢ Dramatic Art and Literature?
defines tragedy and Comedy thus ¢ Tragedy is the highest
earnestness of poetry ; Comedy altogether sportive. Tragedy
delights in harmonious unity ; Comedy flourishes in a chaotic
exurberance ; Tragedy by painful emotions elevate us to the most
degnified views of humanity : Comedy. on the other hand, by
its jocose and depreciatory view of all things, calls forth the
most petulant hilarity.’ :
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DRAVIDIC STUDIES*
Prof. M. M. Baar.

I am extremely thankful to the members of the Executive
Committee of the All India Oriental Conference for the honour
they have bestowed on me by electing me as the President of the
Dravidic Section for this XXI Session of the Conference that is
being held at Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir which from time
immemorial has been held in great esteem by All India as the
seat of Saraswathi, (Sarada Pitha) Goddess of Learning who is
extolled as < Kashmirapuravasini ”’. Now I crave your indulgence
and co-operation for performing the duties entrusted to me.

At the very outset I may be permitted to refer to the sad
demise of the doyen of Tamil Literature Dr. R. P. Sethu Pillai
during last April and the great loss that Dravidic Studies have

~ suffered thereby.

We are happy that since the XIII Session held at Nagpur
in 1046, there has always been a section for Dravidic Studies
thereby affording opportunity for workers in the field of Dravi-
dology to exchange their ideas and take stock of their achieve-
ments. In this context, it is customary to deal with the progress
made in our respective fields of study in the recent past or during
the interval since the Conference met last, to present problems
which need our tackling and to deliberate over the learned papers
presented by the fellow delegates.

It is quite heartening to note that Dravidic Studies both in

g% the literary and linguistic fields have advanced considerably
_ during the past three decades. There has been a silent revolution

in the field of letters throughout the country and the South
Indian Languages are no exception to this. There is a new spirit
which has given tone and zest to several new creations - new in
form and content.

* Presidential address delivered at the section for Dravidic Studies, Al]
India Oriental Conference, held at Srinagar in October 1961,
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In the sphere of poetry - especially modern poetry-there have
been innumerable experiments in all our languages. The old
classical themes and the old Sanskrit metres are no longer finding
favour generally with the new bards. Old indigenous metres are
being revised and new ones invented. Some of the compositions
are really genuine and are full of promise. The poets have taken
bold strides and entered pastures new. There is a purposeful
directness in their utterances. One of the happy and successful
experiments is in the field of children’s Literature.

Short stories, novels, dramas, literary criticisms, essays and
light literatures in varied hues have been produced in all the
South Indian Languages. In the matter of short stories, novels
and modern poetry the quantity is even staggering. In all these
works we find the contact and influence of the West to a consi-
derable degree. The ‘* Progressive movement ”’ has been quite
vital and dynamic. The new era ushered in by master minds
like Subrahmania Bharati in Tamil, Gurajada Appa Rao in
Telugu, B. M. Srikantiah in Kannada, Kumara Asan in Malayalam
has been quite prosperous.

Most of the novels are woven round political and social
themes. However there are a few good historical novels. Of
late there have been welcome additions in the section of Bio-
graphy, Autobiography and Travelogue.

Thanks to the efforts of organisations like the Sahitya
Akademi, Southern Languages Book Trust and the National Book
Trust, quite a large number of useful and popular works of
diverse kinds - originals, translations, adaptations, abridgements,
anthologies, etc., - have been published in all the four languages.
Incidentally it may be mentioned here that these works especially
the trauslations have really paved the way to break the language
barriers and bring all of us near one another, appreciate our

heritages mutually and achieve in a practical way that emotional

integration which is much spoken of in the present. Mention
may be made of the Translation of Tirukkural into Hindi by Dr.
S. S_hankar Raju, Head of the Hindi Department, of the Madras
University, and into Kannada by Prof. L. Gundappa of Bangalore
and (?f the Hindi Translation of the Ranganatha Ramayana:
by Sri A. C. Kamakshi Rao of the Madras Christian College. The

3

motto ¢ neither a borrower nor lender be ’’ may be good in other

" fields, but it is detrimental in the field of knowledge. Therefore

this useful work of translation from one language into another of
great works in a great way should be further encouraged. But it
should not be a one way traffic. Judicious lending and borrowing
through translations will enrich our knowledge.  Till the
beginning of this century we had worthy traanslations into our
languages from Sanskrit. Perhaps most of the important Sans-
krit gems have been rendered into the South Indian Languages
either in prose, verse or champu. Later several good English works
got translated into our languages. The translations from other
great-foreign languages like French, German and Russian are not
quite appreciable. Among the modern Indian languages it was
Bengali that led the way in new experiments and other languages

- including the South Indian languages got the inspiration from

Bengali in these new experiments. Bankim’s captivating novels
were translated into our languages and the era of novels began.
So far so good. But we have to find out the beautiful gems in
our literatures and bathe in thelr lustre. We go far and neglect
the near. Our lot should not be like that of the proverbial musk-
deer which keeps the fragrance within itself and seeks for the
same elsewhere. Tamil, Kannada, Telugu and Malayalam have
lot of sweet smelling musk in themselves. Let us pass it on to
one another in a greater measure. Not only good modern literary
works, but also important ancient classical works, literary and

- grammatical, should be translated from one Dravidian language

into the other. This would enable us to reconstruct our native
grammar on historical principles, write the history of our
languages, appreciate their structure and throw much light on
our common heritage. Works like Tolkappiyam, Tirukkural,
Akanannyru, Purananuru, Kambaramayanam of Tamil, Pampa

< Bharata, Sabdamenidarpana and Sarvajna vacangalu of Kannada,
_** Nannaya Bharatamu, Panditaradhya Charitrarau, Vemana Padyas

of Telugu, Jnanappana (Puntanam Nambudri), Nala Charitam
(Unnayi Warrier) and Lilatilaka of Malayalam should be faith-

“fully rendered into the other sister languages. Such a project

would pave the way for a comparative study of the literatures

and languages also.

Regarding General Prose Literature in our languages,
althiough there is quite plentiful writing under other heads, under
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?::‘:::;ﬁc al:;lt;[‘echmcal subjects, the production is still unsatis-

Governments izmtit-s have been made by Universities and

such works. Th s direction by encouraging authors to write

hOnourable. - i .works SO .far produced are such as to merit

languages haVendlon and will serve to demonstrate that our

servin e developed on healthy lines and are capable of
g as vehicles of current expressions and modern thought.

e ;‘I\lttl:::sir exceedingly important matter for our gratification is
dnsing. ron tevmced by the scholars in the study of Linguistics
Lingestie ;n _ years. ’ljhanks to the combined efforts of the
Romet Romety of India, Dchan College of post-graduate and
P , oc1.<feller Foundation, and some of our Universities,
sr be last SIX or seven years Summer Schools and Autumn
j eISﬁlons. are bemg. conducted for training our young scholars
n Linguistics.  This has yielded good results and we find a small .

but well-trained band of enthusiastic linguisticians ready to carry ™

on further work in the field. From last year, a full-fledged
degartxgent of Linguistics is functioning in the Annamalai
University which trains students for M.A. in Linguistics and
con'duct§ .Diploma course in Linguistics. In almost all our
Umversxtl_es the Language M.A. Degree course is revised with
greater bias for Linguistics. In the Mysore University there is
a paper department for Linguistics. Besides there are Linguistic
Circles at the Universities of Madras. Annamalai, Sri {g’enka-

teswara and Mysore where Semi X
minars ar
problems of Linguistics. e being conducted on

. BE::, ‘subl(ijc?&io; o;': “Dravidian Etymological Dictionary ” by
T, and M. B. Emeneau during this year is a gre

. : . at event

}I,linthe' I.-Ilstc.)ry of ‘Indlan Linguistics in general anngravidian

I‘exg.ulstlcs in partlc.ular, since the publication of the Tamil

icon by the University of Madras two decades ago. Itis

purported to be a complete and systematic record of the whole.:§

;::;ablc;) Drggldxan vocabulary. It deals with the four major
e gst rgvx ian Langu:?.ges and fourteen minor languages. For
ooerid ism:: are p.ubhshed herein several new items. The
e itemymoéc;glcally .arfanged and classified into 4572
monnings o s. mplete mdxce.s for each language follow. The
—— v . given as vgxha}ustgvely as practicable. -As the

. Bave- expgsss_ed ‘It is the first work of its kind that has

"B

been attempted and it will be an indispensable tool to all those

“engaged in Dravidian Linguistics and to Indian philology in

general ”’.  While acknowledging the unique contribution of the
pioneer work, without any disparagement I may be permitted to
make a few observations i—

(1) Though the title of the work is Etymological Dictionary,
the etyma have not been indicated ; at least the unambiguous
ones could have been indicated. (Of course, even with regard to
Indo-European Languages Wwhere comparative philology has
attained a high degree of exactitude, the result of such attempts
are far from satisfactory.)

(2) The table (pp. xii - xiii) is said to contain only the phone-
tic correspondences which represent direct descent from P Dr.
Some alternate correspondences conditioned by certain contexts
are given. But in Tulu among the several phonetic correspond-
ences the following struck me as incomplete

(i) #*r—d,r. There are some examples for the r-d corres-
pondences (e.g. Kere (Ka. meaning tank) Kedu (Tu); mare (Ka.
meaning - screen) made (Tu);) but r-r corresepondence is very
rare for Tulu. On the other hand an important correspondence-
direct descent from P Dr. or contextual - has been omitted ..

- #r—j for which examples are quite numerous and found in the

. Dictionary itself.
Kannada Tulu
aru aji (meaning - six)
Tamil
verum baji (meaning - merely)
iranku jappu (climb down)
uri ujumbu (suck)
Tru @iju (ooze)
vayiru bafiji (stomach)
kari kajipu (curry)

- j - innovation is a linguistic peculiarity in Tulu and it has
escaped the learned authors’ notice and does not seem to be
a borrowing from a sister language. It looks more like a direct
descent from P. Dr.

(i) Also another correspondence viz.
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*] -1 correspondence wherein an alternate r/ should have
been given. e.g. tale (Ka) - tare (Tu); pal (Ka, Ta) - per (Tu)

(iii) In the matter of Tulu items, several non-Tulu words
mostly Kannada - and never used even as loans from Kannada -
have been classified as Tulu e.g., mosaru (curds), mosale mosale
(crocodile), havu (snake). Of course the authors have referred te
their limitations. Now it is for us Students of Dravidian Linguis-
tics to revise and supplement this great work.

No doubt there has been a much earlier work entitled
“Dravidian Cognates” (1943) on this subject by .K. Rama-
krishnaya, the veteran Telugu Scholar (Retired Head of the
Telugu Department of the Madras University) and a recent work
‘Dravidian Comparative Vocabulary, a joint work of the four
Dravidian Language Departments of the University of Madras
(1960) (Dr. R. P. Sethu Pillai, Sri N. Venkata Rao, Dr. S. K.

Nayar and Prof. M. M. Bhat), to which reference has been made
by our General President.

There are still many Dravidian dialects of the South un-
tapped (like Badaga, Havyaka, Kota Brahmin, Gowda, Baira -
dialects of Kannada), Erakula, Savara and other dialects of Tamil
and Malayalam which need recording and study. Before these
languages die out, as Sir Ralph Turner put it on one occasion,
they should be described *“ as fully as possible and as scientifically
as possible”. By employing the several techniques of modern
Descriptive Linguistics, to-day we are in a position to analyse the
linguistic data at different levels - phonological, phonetic, mor-
phological, grammatical, lexical, etc. - and describe them more
fully than before. We do not know whether the much postponed
but very urgent Linguistic Survey of India will be undertaken
during the III Plan period and these desiderata fulfilled. Let us
hope that it will be accomplished. .

Now let me pass on to our projects in progress :—

‘ Among the planned undertakings the following are the
,_Chief.on‘gs: .

(1) Tamil Encyclopedia - Tamil Valarchi’ Kalagam - VIII
volume published.
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(2) Telugu Encyclopedia ~ Third volume published - Telugu
Bhasha Samiti of Madras.

(3) Kannada - Kannada Dictionary on Historical principles
(Kannada Sahitya Parishat and Government of Mysore)

(4) Telugu Etymological Dictionary (Andhra University)

(5) Malayalam Lexicon on Historical principles (University
of Kerala)

(6) a. Kannada Encyclopedia (Government of Mysore)

b. Scientific knowledge series - K. S. Karantha.

(7) Malayalam Encyclopedia (under the auspices of Kerala
Government)

(8) Critical edition of Kamba Ramayanam (Annamalai
University)
(9) Engiish-Tamil Dictionary (University of Madras)
(10) Dravidian comparative vocabulary  (University of
Madras)
(11)  Dictionary of words in Early Sangam works (Annamalai
University)
(12) Dialect Study - Pilot Survey (Mysore University)

(13) Descriptive Grammar of Kannada (Karnatak Univer-
" sity)

Besides these several other projects especially with regard to
editing of classical works (some of them hithe.rto unpublished)
are being executed by the different Universities and 'Research
Institutes of South India, Oriental Libraries, certain other
Academic Bodies like the Tanjore Saraswathi Mahal Library,
Kannada Sahitya Parishat, Bangalore, Mutts and individual
scholars. But there is still the desideratum of definitive critical
editions of these classical works on the lines adopted by the
Bhandarkar Institute who have brought out the critical edition
fo Mahabharata.

There should be more translations and comparative
studies so that we may take pilgrimage to the originals and
register yet another step on the way to emotional integration.



Here it may be noted with pleasure that some of the North Indian
Universities have made provision for the teaching of some of our
South Indian Languages.

As has been dome in Kannada with reference to the early
inscriptions from the earliest upto the 10th century A.D. by Dr.
A. N. Narasimhia and Dr, Gai, in all our languages, the earliest
inscriptions should be studied and the Historical Grammar based
on them written. I learn that in Tamil under the guidance of
Prof. T. P. Meenakshisundaram this has been completed to
a degree (600 to 1050 A.D. and 1050 to 1250 A.D.) and their early
publications are awaited. Mention may be made here about some
of the very useful contributions in recent years in the field of
Linguistics. * Telugu verbal Base” by Dr. Bh. Krishnamurthy
(1961) The structure of the Tamil verb by Dr. A. Sathasivam
(1956), Evolution of Malayalam Language by Dr. A. C. Sekar
(1953) and the Structure of Kannada by Dr. R. C. Hiremath
(1961). Historical Grammar of the Telugu Language by Dr.
K. Mahadeva Sastry (to be published).

In each one of our languages at least two or three of the
earliest classics should be analysed carefully and their concordance
prepared for making a synchronic study of the linguistic material
of the period. The Andhra Pradesh Sahitya Akademi has
become the pioneer in this by the publication of a concordance of
Nannaya's Mahabharata. It is a great achievement. Each
work thus analysed would enable research workers to study the
material and make a fuller description of the language at stated

periods.
Likewise a Dictionary of all the idioms and usages compiled

under the distinguished Editorship of Sri V. R. Narla is a great
contribution. Editing of comparative proverbs in the four main

Dravidian Languages has been completed and the Southem/,_‘_

Languages Book Trust are engaged in publishing them.

Reverting to the problem bearing on literature, besides
_editing to which reference has already been made, there are three
other aspects, namely literary criticism, histories of Literatures,
and survey of materials embedded in Literatures that would enable
ps-in the reconstruction of our respective Histories - Social,

ko

-9

political, economic, etc.  Precious little has been achieved in
these directions. Here we are reminded of the famous couplet in
Tamil :

Karrat Kaimannalavu
Karka ventiyatu ulakalavu.

(What is learnt is equivalent to a handful of earth but what
remains to be learnt is of the measure of the entire universe).

In this field perhaps Tamil stands in a more enviable
position than the other three Literatures in as much as there are
valuable and authentic commentaries in Tamil for most of the
great classics of old.

Learned fellow delegates, there is another point that I would
like to submit to you. As has been mentioned in the Blue Print
issued by the Linguistic Society of India, it is advisable that
representatives of the Institutes engaged in research sit round
the table periodically and co-ordinate their programme of research
in order to co-operate, supplement and expedite the results, so as
to avoid wastage of time, energy and resources. We, in South
India are having eight Universities : The University of Madras,
University of Mysore, Andhra University, Annamalai University,
Osmania University, University of Kerala, Karnataka University
and Sri Venkateswara University. We have a number of other
Academic Bodies. In certain matters we may need the co-opera-
tion and good will of all the institutes carrying on similar work.
Proper planning coupled with co-ordination and co-operation will
make us achieve our objectives.

On this occasion, I have made an attempt to place before
you some of our great achievements and problems that require
our attention.

Once again thanking the Conference Authorities for honouring
me and you great scholars for your hearty co-operation, I pray to
God that we may march forward and achieve greater success in
the years to come.
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TERUNTU PATTU - PUBERTY SONGS
By Dr. S. K. NAYAR

These songs, now published for the first time, were orally
collected by me from Alwaye.* They pertain to puberty-marriage
ceremony conducted by Nayars in Kerala.

Four types of marriage existed among Nayars till recently.
The first one is Tali Kettu Kalyanam, marriage of tying Tali,
conducted before the attainment of puberty. The next onme is.
teruntu Kalyapam, puberty marriage and the third is Putamuri
Kalyanam or Sambandham, the real marriage. The third one has.
its own variant forms like Vitaram Kayaral. The fourth is
Pulikuti or Pumsavanam conducted on the seventh or ninth

month of the pregnancy.

Of the four, Tali Kettu Kalyanam and Terupfu Kalyapnam
are celebrated in all pomp and glory. The real marriage or
Sambandham is the simplest of all, and there used to be no
ceremony at all associated with it.

DPuberty Marriage :

As s00n as the news reaches the ears of the mother that her
daughter has attained her age by her first menstruation, she
informs the Karanavar of the house through proper channel—
usually through the Manager (karyastha) of the house or through
the wife of the Karapavar (Ammayi - aunt). Kiranavar then
makes elaborate arrangements for the celebration of the marriage:

« An old blind man belonging to Valan community Shri. Rayikkunnu
Thoppilparambil Kochappu Krishnan was kind enough to recite these songs
to me when I copied down the same. I am grateful to Shri. Viswambhara Das
of Patinjare Valappil, Desam, Alwaye, for having taken pains to bringthe old
man to me and for having helped me in taking down the songs.
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“The girl is at once taken to the nearest tank or river for bath,
accompanied by the women-folk of the locality mainly consisting
of her relatives and friends. For three days there is no ceremony,
as she is an ‘untouchable’ during the period. The third day
there will be a feast when ' cakkaraccoru’ (sweet rice) is served
mainly. Only the women-folk of the locality are invited for
the feast.

On the fourth day early morning commences the ceremonial
-aspect of the marriage. The girl is taken to the tank or to the
river in a procession and she is given a bath by the elders.
Usually the aunts of the girl have the privilege of bathing
her. When the party goes to the river-ghat in procession
the women accompanying the girl sing a sort of song called
“Ammanappittu’.

The fourth day’s function is over with the bath of the girl.
“The ceremonial aspect of the puberty-marriage commences on the
fifth, seventh or even on the eleventh day only. It depends more
-or less upon the convenience of the party who celebrates the
marriage.

The musicians, employed specially for the occasion, belong to
a community of ‘ Vélds ’° (mannins-washermen). Men and women
of the Vela community stand at the outskirts of the courtyard
-of the house, where a big pandal is erected and arrangements for
seating the invited guests are made by spreading mattresses. The
musicians stand under a shady tree leaning themselves against it

-and begin singing. They keep the time by beating a metal plate
{kipnam) with a small stick.

The first song is sung when the girl’s head and body are
-smeared with oil. Then she is taken out to be bathed in a com-
munity tank or river, A ceremonial bath is given to the girl when
the women taking part in the ceremony sing again Ammanap-

pattu.

3

The girl dressed in the traditional style is seated in the middle
of the pandal on a slightly raised platform whereon neat cloths
are spread. The girl holds a ¢ Valkkannati’ (mirror with a handle)
in her hand and looks in it throughout so that her attention is
concentrated on the reflection of her own face. The invited
guests, mainly women-folk of the locality, squat around her in the
pandal and listen to the songs.

After the singing of the songs the party is given a feast.

Terantu Pattu Ceremony has become almost a thing of the
past.' The women receiving modern type of education and
adapting to modern civilised method of living refuse to confess
that they have undergone this ceremony.

However, the songs sung on these occasions have both literary
and anthropological significance. The compositions are certainly
archaic although there might be interpolations. But the main
trend and texture of the song remain antique and archaic. The
editor has not ventured to make any change of words although
some of them seem to him rather unintelligable or inexplicable.
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“NASTIKAMATAPARIKSA”
[ From the Kramadipika of Bhagavadajjukiya ]

' Edited by
Dr, K. KUNJUNNI RAJA,

: M.A.,Ph.D. ( Madras), Ph.D. ( London). .
Reader in Sanskrit, University of Madras

r.

MADRAS,
1961



" PREFACE

The present text which explains, discusses and refutes
the philosophical tensts of the Carvakas, the Jainas and the
Buddhists, is taken from a unique manuscript of the Kramadipska
or the stage manunal of the Bhagavadajjukiya which I came
across in the course of my study of the Kutiyattam' or the staging
of Sanskrit plays in the traditional Kerala theatre. The stage
manual is incomplete ; but it is said that 35 days were needed
to stage the entire play. The work is written mostly is Malaya-
lam ; the Sanskrit philosophical text is given in the course of
the Nirvahana or the Introduction of the Viddsaka; in the course
of explaining his previous experiences at first hand with a
Buddhist teacher before he became the disciple of the sage, the
Vidiisaka is to discuss the various heterodox schools of philosophy

in India. More than a week was devoted by the Vidasaka to
sxplain the portion,

It is clear that this text formed the basis for the popular
exposition of the Carvaka, Jaina and Buddhist schools of thought
and their criticism in Kerala for a long time; and the text is
written in a very pleasant and lucid style. Hence I am editing
it as a separate text, giving it a tentative title ‘' Nastskamaia
pariksa’. The edition is based on the Manuscript of the Krama
dipika belonging to Sri K. P. Narayana Pisharoti, Trichur.

K. Kunjunni Raja

1. For details see K. Kunjnnni Raja, Kiutiyaggam, The Samskrita
Range Annual 11, 1961 (Madras), N
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SAVYABHICHARA SAMANYANIRUKTI

Savyabhichdra Saminyanirukti is a sub-section in Anumana
Pariccheda the sccond chapter of Tatvachintimani by Gangesa
Upadhyiya. Tatvachintimani is divided into four chapters dealing
with Pratyaksa (Perception), Anumina (Inference) Upamana (Com.
parison) and Sabda (verbal testimony) respectively, the four pramanas
accepted by the Naiyayikas. Tatvachintamani is the first work in
Navya Nyaya which synthesises the Nydya and Vaislesika Schools.
In this, his epoch-making work, Gangesa, treats each topic called vada
in the purvapaksa - siddhanta method, devoting the first part to
parvapaksa and the second to siddhanta. In the first Pariccheda of
Tatvachintamani discussions on Mangala, and Pramanya, Anyathakyati
etc. pertaining to perception arc held. The second chapter solely
treats of Inference (Anumina). Inference is twofold, the valid reason
(Sadhetu) and the erroneous reason (hetvabhdsa)., These latter should
also be learned for the sake of eschewing them in our arguments and
pointing them out in the arguments of the opponent when debates are
held. There are five hetvibhdsas by name Savyabhichara, Vruddha,
Satpratapaksa Asiddha and Biadhita. Gangesa first deals with the
general definition of these lietvabhasas and then proceeds to define
them individually. Savyabhichiira, the first fallacy has three varieties
called Sadharana Asidharapa and Anupasamharin. Before defining
them separately, Gangesa discusses what could be the general defini-
tion of Savyabhichaira which brings together its three varieties. This
portion of Tatvachintamani is called Savyabhichara Samanyanirukti,
Here too Gangesa gives the primafacie definition. It is this: That
which brings about the recollection of the two alternatives copducive
to doubt about the probandum is Savyabhichara, Sadharana is
a probans which exists in places where the prabandum and its
absence are determined. Asadharana isa probans which is absent in
both of them. Anupasambarin is that which has a universal subject
(minor term). The definition given above is applicable to all these three
reasons. But Gangesa rejects this and cther definitions saying that
they are not useful in uprooting the arguments of the opponent. Byt
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curiously enough Gangesa gives the same definition as his Siddhanta
(final view) not answering his own objections upon them. But the
commentator Raghunatha Surin intervenes and defends Gangesa
saying that though those definitions are not helpful in uprooting the
vadin’s arguments they are useful in classifying them and thus they
arc correct definitions. Gadhadhara’s Tippani is a commentary on
Dhidhiti of Ragunatha Siromani. The following pages form the
super-commentary on Didhiti called Gadidhar: Tippani by Krishna
Bhatta a great genius in Nyaya {from Maharashtra country, bornin the
18th century. Though he has written commentaries on all the works
of Gadadhara, few have seen the press, and fewer still have been
published in Devanagiri letters. It is hoped that the publication of
this rare and useful commentary of Krishna Bhatta will help
greatly the students of Navya Nyaya.

S. Subrahmanya Sastri
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ECONOMIC IDEAS OF THIRUVALLUVAR

Thirukkural is classified among the didactic works of the Sangan
Age. It is variously dated from 3rd Century B.(C. to 2nd Century
A.D. It is considered a work of ethics par excellence. If ethics is
the Science of Living, then Thirukkural is the undying classic on the
subject, The preoccupation of the work is with the fundamentals of life
here below. Of the four-fold conventional division of life’ s aim intc
Dharma or Aram (Ethics), Artha or Porul (Polity), Kama or Inbam
(Love), and Moksha or Veedu (Liberation), Thirukkural deliberately
excludes the fourth objective, and confines itself to the first three.
Valluvar was concerned with building of a mode—the three-dimen-
sional Model of Living. All life here below, as he saw it, is comprehen-
sible in terms of these three categories. Anyone living up to the ideals
of these three life’ s divisions will have lived a full life. *He will cer-
tainly be counted among the Gods"?,

The Model is an integrated structure. The three chambers of the
mansion he erects are inter-connected. A single current runs through
them all —Aram or a body of ethical concepts, This central thread is
of a fundamental quality. Life may vary and proliferate in its contents;
but the fundamentals of right living are unchanging. Life has to be
lived as a whole. The ethics behind living is pervasive. It is indivisi-
ble into compartments. Morality knows no distinctions of class, caste,
sex, time or space; it is the fundamental truth. In this sense, Thiru-

valluvar is an Idealist.

Yet Valluvar is not merely that. If that is all, all Kural could
have been contained in perhaps half a dozen chapters. The Ideal
assumes its meaning and significance only as it is applied to the busi-
ness of living. The Ethics Fundamental faces varying situations in the
realm of reality. Life is a highly complex activity. It is something of
a multi-faceted glass dome; and as through all its segments the central
spark of Ethics Fundamental burns eternally, the dome of life throws
up a spectrum of variegated hues, presenting an appearance of differen-
ces, diversity and changeability. Yet there is no contradiction in all
this; no inconsistency with the Ideal; for it is but the appearance—the
unchanging Ideal in the context of changing Reality. The Ideal still
remains there, fixed and fundamental. The appearance is the inevitable
result of the process of application—the marrying of the Ideal to the
Real, the permanent to the passing phenomena. That constitutes the

intelligent way of living.

1, eauFa QIUri@ urpuad arg®pyn
Qaiuagpe @wsss u@o.  (50)



2

Ramakrishna Paramahamsa gives a story. I shall reproduce it in
the inimitable words of the story - teller ‘M,

« In a forest there lived a holy man who had many disciples, One
-day he taught them to see God in all beings and, knowing things, to
bow low before them all. A disciple went to the forest to gather wood
for the sacrificial fire, Suddenly he heard an outcry: ¢ Get out of the
way. A mad elephant is coming,’” All but the disciple of the holy
man took to their heels. He reasoned that the elephant was also God
in another form. Then why should he run away from it? He stood
still, bowed before the animal, and began to sing its praises, The
‘mahut of the elephant was shouting: ‘Run away’, ‘Run away!’. But
the disciple did not move. The animal seized him with its trunk, cast
him to one side, and went on its way, Hurt and bruised, the disciple
lay unconscious on the ground. Hearing what had happened, his
teacher and brother disciples came to him and carried him to the hermi-
tage. With the help of some medicine he soon regained consciousness,
‘Someone asked him, ‘You knew the elephant was coming, Why did not
you leave the place ?’ ‘But’, he said, ‘our teacher has told us that God
Himself has taken all these forms, of animals as well as men. Therefore,
thinking it was only the Elephant God that was coming, I did not run
away’. At this the teacher said: ‘Yes, my child, it is true that the Ele-
phant God was coming; but the mahut God forbade you to stay there,
Since all are manifestations of God, why did not you trust the mahut’s
Wwords? You should have heeded the words of the mahut God.”
(Laughter)?.

Again, coming nearer our times, take the life of Gandhiji. His
basic philosophy was Non-violence. But when the occasion demanded
the Mahatma did not hesitate to preach to his people, “ Do or die. »
Or, when the honour of women was threatened in the troubled days of
Partition in 1947, he did not think it inconsistent with his ideal philo-
sophy to preach a course of action other than that of passive resistance,

There is an incident told of Valluvar's own life, apocryphal
though it be. Valluvar was selling a piece of cloth which he himself
had woven on his own loom, A rogue, intent on mischief, tore it into
two halves and asked the price of one-half. Valluvar quoted half price,
lhe professed buyer further subdivided it and then asked the price of
the quarter piece, Valluvar quoted one-fourth. But when the trying
customer proceeded to further fragment the piece, Valluvar showed his
fist! Patience, his ideal, had now reached the stage of realistic appli-
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cation, And whenever it does so, it assumes an aspect of intelligent.
reasoning which is prima facie divorced from the ideal. But in fact it
does no violence toit. Itis but investing the ideal with, what the
economists call, the utilities of time and place. It is the translating of
the ideal to the rationality of living, It is by no means a transmuta-
tion of the ideal. It is but the living of the ideal, as life demands it.
The Sage Vyasa would have delineated a far less noble Dharmaputra,
had he not made the embodiment of patience fight when fighting was
called for.

All this, however, is not to fall in with the views of certain philo-
sophers who hold that ethics is a changing code, in concept and con-
tents, changing with times and circumstances. Where Valluvar seems
to differ is that there is a core of fundamental concepts, which is
unvarying and permanent, the bedrock of all human conduct, the
motor force of all right living. What make it change, or rather appear
to change, are the realities of life’s situations, But the core remains
unaffected.

This then is Valluvar’s contribution—the postulating of an ideat
code, and the delineation of that ideal code to meet the realities of all
major situations that life gives rise to, It is not a reconciliation of the
ideal with the real, It is the blending of them into a harmonious way
of living. Ina word Pragmatic Idealism. A born artist in weaving
that he was, be could work the woof of living reality into the warp of
fundamental ideality and produce a piece of workmanship that is at
once splendid and wearing in its qualities. The Spiritual and the
Material are no longer to be two distinct paths, mutually exclusive,
The Spiritual can be lived in the Material, the Ideal in the Real. The
Spiritual isa purposeless negation if it bears no relevance to the
realities of material living; and the Material is base anarchy if
uninformed by the Spiritual. The one supports and sustains the other,
Abstract philosophy does not interest Valluvar. What absorbs his
mind is concrete practical philosophy—philosophy applied to life.
Hence his devotion to ethics, political philosophy and sociology rather
than to logic and epistemology. It was a unique synthesis,

The times needed such a synthesis. A peep into the infinite
vista of Time shows that history is a rhythmic process, alternating
between epochs of emotion and epochs of rationality. Centuries of
striving after the material things of life have been followed by equally
long periods of religious fervour and other-worldly preoccupation. The
worldliness allures, for a time eggs on humanity to great achievements,
then with surfeit palls; the zest and vigour of physical living diminish
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and the human mind longs for a dreamy change. Then follow years of
passivity which ripens into apathy and lack of effort. Thus the
rhythm goes on swinging from the yen of the Spiritual to the yan of
the Material. It is so with the physical human body ; it is so with the
‘contemplative mind. It is so with peoples and nations, It is the
-elementary law of action and reaction in eternal operation. It has
been so with the history of the Tamils.

The Tamils, it is now acknowledged on all hands, are one of the
most ancient peoples of the world. Perhaps the antiquity of their
civilization was co-existent with that of the Indus Valley people
dating to the third or fourth millennium B, C. Their recorded history
at least goes back to 9500 years. The earliest work in Tamil
now extant is the grammar Tholkappiyam, the date of which is placed
generally by scholars around 500 B. C. But Tholkappiyam reveals a
‘civilisation already mature and organised in many ways, It refers to
numerous literary works that had existed before ; and postulates that
grammar is the distillate of literature, even as oil is of sesame
seed ® The literature that went before the grammar of Tholkappiyam
should have taken several centuries to evolve,

With Tholkappiyam came the Sangam Age. Of the numerous
works that followed, only a handful are left behind. These, however,
unmistakably reveal that the Sangam Age, considered the golden age
of the Tamils, was largely preoccupied with the building up of the
material achievements of life, Love and war formed the main themes
of the poets. Ethics no doubt had a place, but was mostly incidental
to the two main themes. There was no obsession with things of the
Spirit, no elaborate enquiries of the life hereafter, no metaphysical
disquisitions on God and soul. Life ran on a somewhat simple
rbythmic course, alternating between the family bosom and the battle
field, and in the interval in search of worldly goods within the country
and abroad. No heavenly doubts troubled their carefree hearts, such

as did the contewnporary Upanishad thinkers in the north. The Tamils
of the Sangam Age were realists by and large.

Then came Buddhism, and in its wake Jainism
The slumber of thought was stirred. Ethics and concern with the
other world began to change life ; and with the State patronage given
to these religions, they began to take an increasing hold on every
department of people’s lives. The Vedic religion, too, had its

, into Tamil land,
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influence, but there is no evidence to showfv that 'its deep;r fir;t-lz -323
metaphysical subtleties as ye(c1 maclile tth:l: m';;‘::;ss;cr):t:snt a:l te relié’ions of
i he people tha e ;
gjda:ir;l(?s::r::llcl;f]:ifném dli)d. ’ The Vedic religion was ever seel;;;ltge vic;
assimilate and coalesce with the earlier Pehefs and cultm;z,t tzis el
they were, and its influence wals lariely sdxlen;tzr;dtsﬁzvz;)ics e
i me mostly in the form of legends and m ths, , Ra
;tngaMahabhafata, leading the w;y and wortl;::yg e;};r:;::gs :11::0 :;;
i f the people. The thought process red, '
!};ziﬁf:a(t)ing a I\?vidgr layer of humanity,twasrnfaveztheli:‘zse ;tr;;?:::eitllgt:{ay
so with the two protestant rehgions.
(]i'l;;nrilsetd f(;iths. A host of monks and nuns spread theglsiix;? :}111;
over the country, worked their way to the seats of power agl , e
zeal of neophytes, soon began to change thfe very thoug t-};ement ¢
the Tamils, In this endeavour the proselytizers forgot the % e
¢ golden mean ’ in the teachings of their founders.. The mi ; e 'nzted
became the extreme path. Religion and denominational ethics fo(rim e
the scene. Love became an object of disgust, and war an act ok flsgown.
Physical valour and indulgence in materi_al pleasures we;et!oc:1 :n dowe
upon. Begging became a laudable objectlve, and accumu aslo an act o
sin. Non-violence was carried to fantastlc‘extremes. huc was the
democratic influence of the new ethics, th?.t it assum.ed ‘t :’ccattimde
of pervasive negation. From a predornmantly ratxona;lzlsl el Faprg
towards life leavened by a simple ethics of good co.ndljic.t, o life of the
Tamils of the Sangam Age passed into a systematic disparag
the whole world as total illusion.

It was in times such as this that Thiruvalluvar mu:ltw h:-l‘l’iih:;:t-
He must have seen the dangers of the Sltu}? tlz?t;lity of a people
extreme emphasis on asceticism was spelling to ;1 e elbeen anxious to
and to their simple joy of living. H? mu's;t a;et this could not be
introduce a balance and restore sanity into life. lusion of the new.
done by extolling the virtues of the old to the eTC ting value. They
The new gospels had much to teach that was Oli taswasg good in them
had taken root in the hearts of men. All.t :he o orest of truth
must be retained, preserved and fostered 10 be placed in their
and the good of humanity. But the.y mus’;‘he vi;:)ur of earthly
proper perspective and in correct proportions. Tamils, the values of
living must be re-enthroned in the hearts of th? a A S: ihesis of the
the new teachings receiving their due emphasis. y 1 a

lesser man than Valluvar,

old and the new was called for. A o of hatred and
Neitzche, would have ended up by preaching a messag
doctrines of an anti-God character.
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But the sage and seer that Valluvar was, a poet and a scholar, an
Idealist and Realist at once, he produced a body of doctrines that is
not only matchless as a work of synthesis in the entire world of
literature, but has also acquired a position, unique in transcending
time and space. Tor, the problems he set out to solve are problems
eternally recurring—life affirmation and life negation; and the Kural
that he produced had to be a philosophy as a way of living, and a way
of living according to a philosophy. Hence today, the ephemeral in
his work is unseen; only the permanent abides. But undoubtedly
there must have been an immediate purpose. That must have bee_n
achieved either in his own time, or a little later, as great doctrines in
those days of slow communication took time to percolate into mass
thinking. If it was in the first or second century A. D.that Valluvar
lived, it is obvious that his warnings were not taken due note of, and
the Tamils had let the holocaust - of Kalabhra Interregnum overtake
them in the 3rd and 4th century A, D., or, if as some scholars of South
Indian History have done, he is placed either during this Dark Age of
Tamil History or immediately after, his teachings had largely fulfilled
themselves in the restoration of the joy of living for the Tamils during
the Pallava ascendancy. Most likely that he lived prior to the
Kalabhra invasion, probably he intended his work as a note of warning
and an appeal to his countrymen to stir betimes and be up and doing.
And the inevitable time lag between postulation of great teachings and

their percolation into collective thinking and action had rendered the
intervention of the Dark Age possible.

For, it must be remembered, Valluvar’s work was intended as an
appeal to a wide public. He was not merely a scholar talking to a
scholar, but a prophet exhorting his people to a course of action
which he considered the most sane for a glorious life. His was a
poetry, not written for poetry’s sake, nor to extol the virtues and
largesses of a patron chieftain in any expectant emotion, as was the
fashion in the Sangam Age, and even after, but a poetry with a
purpose, a theme with a moral to tell, If, in the process, he succeeded
in the role of the Ancient Mariner and held ‘his wedding-guest with
the glittering eye of poctry * and * made him stand still and listen like
a three-year child ’, it was simply that Valluvar “had his will.” It was
the acme of supreme art. And so, it was no accident that he chose the
couplet verse as the medium of communication. Valluvar was a
demccrat in thought and form. Democratic thought had to assume a
democratic form. And so was the Kural metre chosen. It was a
choice, deliberate and purposive. It meant a signal departure from
all that had gone before in Tamil poetry.  Yet it was the aptest
medium of communication for the achievement of the poet’s purpose.

7

In that age when literacy by ear was as im'parta.n‘t as literacy' by the
eye, memorising played a vital role in the imparting of eflucatxon; and
nothing could aid this audio-education better t‘han a smfple couplet,
almost as easy to get currency as a housewife’s aphorism, ?nd-as
likely to be effective in the guidance of day-to-day conduct in life,
Ten was the number beyond which counting was difficult for the
masses, and imprisoning all essential thoughts on a subject within ten
couplets was to ensure that nothing worth-while was missed. The
uniformity this form spelt meant some risk to the freedom and
excellence of poetical expression, Lesser men who attempted to
handle it have later failed, But Valluvar had the supreme confidence
of the born poet. He knew what he was about. The medium was
but the means to the end. He could choose what medium 1.1e willed,
and yet make a success of it. The wonder is not that he chose the
medium but that he succeeded so well with it. Even the mpst
imaginative poetic thoughts and poetic imageries found no ob§tructlon
or hesitation in their free expression. Thought was not sacrificed to
Form, neither Form to Thought. The right thought in the right
form—an achievement unique in the history of poetry down the ages,
Not once does the form flag or begin to stale. In fact, as ‘the \w{ork
moves on to the themes of Love and War, which ordinarily mlght
have been better expressed in freer and spaci01.1s rr%eter.s, the tiny
couplet rises to the occasion and performs ever 1mag1.natwe feats—a
sheer miracle which only a Master Poet could have achieved.

This lecture is intended to serve mainly as the background for an
understanding of the lectures that follow. I shall, therefore, re-state

briefly its main ideas : ‘

1. For Valluvar, life is an integrated whole. Thirukural is the
postulation of philosophy as a way of life and a way of living according
to a philosophy. Itis Pragmatic Idealism.

9. In justifying the demands of the Id.eal. to the' need§ of Fhe
Pragmatic, Thiravalluvar knew no contradictions or inconsistencies.
The contradictions and inconsistencies are more appearances t.han real.
In this he is in company of the greatest world teache'rs like Jesus
Christ, Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and Mahatma Gandhi.

3. Thirukural is a work of synthesis, Thiruvalluvar sought to
synthesise the two eternal tendencies in human history, life affirmation
and life negation.

4. As these two tendencies are eternally recurring in a rhythm
all through history, and among all nations and peoples, the synthesis
acquires a permanent and pervasive significance.
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5 Yet the work must bave had an immediate purpose; to lead
his people back to a positive way of life, without losing the values that
the negative way of life had to teach.

6. His was a democratic mission. Kural was not intended
merely tor the chosen few. Valluvar wasa democrat in life and
thought ; and Kural is democratic in form, content and appeal.

7. The choice of form was deliberate and purposive. It was the
one that could best serve the democratic purpose. But it has great
limitations as a vehicle of poetical expression. ~ Valluvar risked it in
the interest of his democratic cause. But the success he made of it is
a miracle in the history of poetical expression. Even the subtlest
nuances of emotion and shades of thought and poetical conceits were
successfully expressed. A genius alone could do this,

Il

The key to the understanding of an author lies in the Introduction.
So much was the importance attached to this part of a work by the
later Tamil writers that Nannul, the Tamil grammar, laid down that
without Introduction, a book is no book.r In fact, in modern times,
some writers like Bernard Shaw invested their Prefaces with such great
importance that these were invariably much longer than their works.
The main theme of their works did not permit them to express
all their basic thoughts on the subject on hand, and so the
authors had perforce to seek the elbow room that a Preface provided
for a full and free expression of their central thesis. Thiruvalluvar,
however, was the master of epitomic expression, and he could contain
his basic ideas in the first four chapters of Thirukkural which form the
Payiram or Introduction.

The first chapter is entitled ‘ Invocation to Ged’ and commences
with the argument that God is the beginning of the World. The argu-
ment is in the nature of an analogy, and cosmological in character. How
else could the existence of God as the Beginning of all things be demon-
strated ? Not by any empirical evidence that is universal. Not
certainly by an appeal to authority, for no one is acceptable to all.
Not by metaphysics. That relies on intuition that cannot be postulated
for every one, But the strange thing about Valluvar’s argument is
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it seems to have been addressed to the literate and the learned. His
analogy begins with a philological argument. * A’ is the first sound in
all alphabets; even so God is the beginning of all the worlds.? And
again, of what avails all learning, if it does not lead one to the worship
of the Supreme Intelligence ?* Perhaps, Valluvar was trying to counter
the argument of a school of intellectuals that then exis'ed and who
deried God. The common man, then and now, needed no argument for
the existence of God. It was ingrained in him as part of a simple
traditional belief. These are speculations in which I shall not indulge,
however tempting they are. They will distract me away from the
immediate purpose of my lectures. Suffice it to say that Tiruvalluvar
adopted the belief in the existence of God as a basic postulate of his
system of ethics,

Next, Valluvar proceeds to sing of the glories of rain- Why this,
immediately after God ? Valluvar is a fundamental thinker, Rains
lend the basic support to material life, Without it is no vegetation,
no life, no prosperity. Rains symbolised the substratum of material
life ; and unless that is assured, all ethics, right living, good life, and
ordered existence are impossible. History would be at a standstill ;
man to man would be a wolf. Water is life-giving and so spirit-giving.
Rain is the compendious expression of all the economic factors that
make for material life. It is the single and most visible element known
for life-affirmation. Ina sense, this is an acceptance of economic
determinism in history ; but with Thiruvalluvar economics is not
the exclusive determinant, as it was with Marx and other Materialist
Dialectists, Economics comes only after the spiritual—or the religious,
if we want to have it that way —in his scheme of values. Or at best, it
is a conjoint determinant. Nevertheless with Valluvar economics is a
basic determinant.

Food is the basis of life. Rain brings food, and itself, as water,
forms food. The world is sustained by it; sois it verily ambrosia.®
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“The consequences of a failure of rain are terrible to contemplate. It
would spell disaster and ruin to all economic life. Hunger would
stalk the land and torment this wide sea-girt world.* The ploughmen
will not plough.” Even a pastoral nomadic existence will be
impossible. Not even a blade of grass will grow.* Neither can
you exist on sea food ; for *‘ even the wealth of the wide sea will be
dimirished, if the cloud that has drawn its waters up gives them not
back again”’.® Will there be any religion left ? Neither will there be
festivals nor daily worship of the gods.2®  There will be no charity, no
generosity. The milk of human kindness will dry up when the rains
dry up. Life cannot exist without water ; neither can right conduct.1*

It is not without purpose that the Poet dwells at length on the
gruesome consequence of a world in which the rains fail. The picture
is vividly drawn to bring home to the reader the importance of a stable
economic structure for the peace and pr. gress of the werld. As long
as hunger gnaws at the door of men, such peace and progress would be
impossible to achieve. Peace and progress are ideas with a spiritual
content in them ; men cannot be led to the spiritual waters and to
drink deep at them, when rhe waters of economic life dry up at the
springs, There is a modicum of economic life, on which alone individual
morality, as well as social morality, can take root and thrive. Those
who preach peace and progress, good conduct and orderly social
behaviour to empty stomach may as well preach to the winds, Peace
like prosperity is basically economic.

From these basic ideas follow certain important cconnomic tenets,
The basis of a stable economic life is rain, because rain furnishes food,
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Hence, agriculture is the most fundamental economic activity ; and.
lest there shibuld be any doubt on this, Valluvar elaborates it later in
the chapter on agriculture. f agriculture is the basic economic
activity 1or all times and climes, that depends on rain, a God’s gift as
Valluvar mighit have implied, or a natural resource as economists now
term it. Ori the abundance of this natural resource, therefore, all econom@c
life depends. ' Natural resources, in Valluvar’s economic system, thus.
take the primacy. But among the natural resources, land is given the
pride of place in modern economics. For, land is defined to include, not
only the soil and the sub-soil, but also the minerals that are found
hidden under it, the atmosphere above that embraces the climate and
rainfall. This is achieved only by an extension of definition. Valluvar,
on the other hand, held water to be the primary natural resource.
The abundance and timeliness of water determine even the character
of land as a factor of production.  There can be a soilless agriculture,.
but no moistureless agriculture, And this natural resource has an
economy of proportions about it. Exces.s may spell 'min .as timeliness
and proper proportion may bring prosperity. It is rain that both
ruins and aids the ruined to rise."*®

This resource picture of Valluvar may not be satisfying to the
economic planners of today. Tuere is great concern among them now
with the mineral resources of a State. That country is considered
potentially rich which has a wealth of coal, iron, copper and industrial
minerals. Economic growth depends on their rate of exploitation and
utilisation. Bu* mineral resources are a part of the Land Resources
by very definition ; and with Valluvar, Land Rescurces are a part of
the Water Resources by definition, So Valluvar has not excluded the
importance of mineral resources. It is there, by implication. The
question is only of emphasis. In the ultimate, it is water that matters,
for that alone gives food. A stable economy is built on an adequate
production of food, not merely its supplv. If the supplies have to
come from elsewhere, there comes in an element of dependence and
instability. It is well-known that some of the Latin American countries
and countries like Saudi Arabia, whose wealth consists chiefly in mineral
resources, have experienced the most unstable Governments that the
world has witnessed. Revolutions have followed revolutions in
quick succession, and Governments have become a hotbed of intrigue,
internecine warfare and foreign intervention. Therefore, a self-
sufficienicy of food is the sine qua non of basic stability, strategy and

plenty. If this is accepted, as with every new Plan this country’s
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‘planners themselves increasingly realise, Valluvar’s peculiar emphasis
on rains as the greatest single natural resource will be appreciated in
all its significance.

The third chapter in the Introduction is entitled * The Greatness
.of the Ascetics’. One Commentator—Parithiyar—interprets it as the
-¢ Triumph of th: Renunciate’. How is this a topic fundamental toa
treatise on Social Ethics ? And why does it follow a discussion on the
importance of material support to life under the title of **In praise of
rain ”’? Even the astute Commentator, Parimelazhagar, who usually
takes elaborate pains in explaining the sequence of topics and justify-
ing their context, is silent here. His unusual silence demands all the
greater reflection on our part.

Next to an adequate economic substratum, what a society requires
for its stability, continuity and progress is Spiritual Leadership.
These leaders are the elect few. They are not the Philosopher-Kings
that Plato in his Republic dreamt of. They are men whe have given
up, what Bentham calls, their * self-regarding * interests and have
given themselves upto “ other-regarding” pursuits, who have
renounced all and stand true to their rule of conduct in scorn of
consequences,”  The leadership such souls provide is a spiritua}
leadership, They are the best—the salt of the earth. Theirs is not a
self-abnegation born of an impulse in an odd moment, It is
renunciation in a spirit of sacrifice, after having tasted the ways of
life according to codes of life prescribed, and after having contemplated
and deliberated upon it in the most rational manner, : ;
tion is not a negative act.
sacrifice.

Such renuncia-
It belongs to the realm of positive
There were men who renounced the worldly ways for other
ends, In fact, one commentator, Manakudavar, proceeds to explain
that there were works which extolled the greatness of renunciatiolr)l if
on.ly to cloak their falsehoods, otherwise rampant. Of such is not .the
spxri.tual leadership of the world fashioned. They are men whose
sacrifice comes as a mellowed fruit of life’s duty done. At the
-commengement of a well regulated life, they seek to contr;] canalise
and sublimate the cravings of the senses into purposeful ac{ivity for
nobler purposes, for the good of the entire humanity. They withdraw
into t'hemSelves, so that they may better serve the b ‘
occasion demands, The
extroverts.

) umanity when
y are introverts, so that they may be better

They are contemplative individually, so that they
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‘mdy be more active socially.  They love themselves less so that they

may love humanity more, Their love knows no distinctions of elass,

creed, time or place. Nay, they love the whole of creation and

possess universal tenderness,®* These men of sacrifice, the Leaders of
the Spirit, in time become a store-house of power, with which they can
make even the heaven’s king tremble.’®* Their speeches take the
character of prophetic utterances. Their words work like mantra and can
rouse the people to great emotions. They can shape the destinies of
men. They shall perform miracles ; achieve the impossible..'” Their
wrath, when roused, would be volcanic ; impossible to resist.”” They
alone are the mighty, for they perform mighty deeds. All else in
comparison are pygmics, f r what these can do are but trifles.’® Their
greatness is beyond measure ; as well try and count all the dead since
creation’s beginning?®. They stand aloft, towering above all, on the
majestic peaks of virtue.*!

The Old Testament is full of such Leaders of the Spirit. They
are the Prophets who have tried to stir the Jewish nation from time
to time, led them away from captivity, and roused them to great
achievements even in arid desert surroundings. The Epics and the
Puranas are replete with the Rishis of old, before whom pelf and power
lay prostrate in obeisance. Their influence lasts long after they had
left their scene of action. But are those days ended? Have they
no place in this scientific age ? In our own times, in our own country,
Gandhiji was a Rishi of this type. His sense of truth, spirit of
sacrifice, and acts of self-abnegation were all of a positive character,
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calculated to stir the apathy of the Indian masses and lead them on to
purposeful activity, His wrif ran through the length and breadth of -
the Tand, even when the sceptre was held by other hands. His words
acted like magic to rouse a mass of people ‘who lay dazed with power,"
and paralysed by'fear, to heroic acts of valour. He performed the
greatest miracle, perhaps of all times, when he led three hundred

million of his countrymen back to freedom, He made men of them.

Nay, more. Such was the chain reaction that his achievement through

the vehicle of Spirit started, that in about ten years, over fifty more

countries were liberated from the yoke of colonialism to join the ranks
of the United Nations as equal members of a great world confederation.

The impact of Gandhian spiritual teachings had its reverberation, not

only in the countries of Far East Asia, but also on the entire African

Continent. Had Valluvar lived today and sought an illustration for

his chapter on Greatness of Self-Abnegation, he would Lave readily

seized on the life of the Mahatma. Ultimately, it is the spirit that

moves,

The fourth pillar of ordered social life, according to Valluvar, is a
code of individual and social conduct that has abiding values. It is
compendiously referred to as Avam by Valluvar and could be equated
in a sense with ‘ Dharma’ in Sanskrit. Dharma has three aspects—
one, a moral code of a permanent and universal validity ; two, a code
which was to be practised in social relations, the social laws, the
society’s customs and conventions: and three, the State or Governmental
Laws which determine the relationship of man to man in the context of
society as-a political organism  Valluvar is concerncd only with the
first of these. The other two are changeable ang changing. They
‘have no universal validity, They vary with time and place. But not

so the Moral Law.  That is permanent and of universal applicability.
It is this which Valluvar calls Aram.

All Aram can be epitomised i1 the single commandment, * Be
'8po lessly pure of heart 723 Thig Supreme commandment of thé codz
can be spelt out as follows: Avoid envy, lust, wrath and harsh
‘.word”, The observance of this Moral {aw - Aram - or what the
-translators have called Virtue and Righteousness is not only a mecans
to an 0ther~worldly end, but to this world a:s0. ‘It opens the gates

'w and unlocks the treasures of the earth; then what else
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-does profit more than Righteousness ’**? It is as much important for
life-affirmation as for life-negation. True joy of life flows only from
walking in the path of Aram. “All clse is sorrow and merits no
praise ".** Aram alone is worthy of practising, Anything else bring's
infamy and deserves to be avoided®. It is trae that there are moments
when the inherent weakness in man tempts hinr to turni” away from ‘it.
There has to be a struggle within; but the post understandingly per-
suades : ‘Do not postpone practising it. Commence it now and here,
Make a resolve. It will be your never failing fricnd”*, Again, “Do
it when there is still breath in you”’®® ; and Do it as much as pos-
sible, and in every way’ **.  Keep the goal always before you. Pursue
its spirit wheresocver it gaides you™. Incessant practice will help you

in your struggle.

These then are the four cardinal elements of an ordered society:
(1) Belief in God, (3) Economic resources, (3) Spiritual leadership,
(4) Observance of the Moral Law. There is _perhaps no. qrder qf pri-
ority in these four values. They are to coexist and conjointly move
as the four wheels of an automobile. Life would be at a standstill
when any one whecl gets a flat tyre, and then will follow confusion,

anxiety and anarchy.

I have dwelt at some length on these four cardinal postulates of
Valluvar because they pervade his entire thought-pattern, All
his economic idecas could be understood in their proper significance
only in their background. They embody his permanent values, and

- T
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whatever he says subsequently have meaning only with relevance to
them. They are the key to the understanding of the rest of the
Kural. The Introduction is not to be skipped over. It holds
the master key to the unlocking ot the treasures in the 199 Chapters
that follow. It is no accident that a contemporary poet exhorted

the reader to learn all the 1330 Kural stanzas, but in the context
-of the Introduction?®.

What strange assortm.ent of values—God, Economics, Sacrifice and
Morals! Yet they are the inevitable products that an attempt at a
synthesis of matter and spirit, of life-negation and life-affirmation,
bring about. Maybe there are those who differ from Valluvar;
-maybe there are philosophers who could work out a better synthe-
sis and work out other value patterns. But let them see to it that
they have universality ani timelessness, Valluvar is no dogmatist,

In all humility, he says; *“ Whatsoever spoken, by whomsoever spoken,
discern the truth in it. That is Wisdom,” %,

i
ECONOMICS OF PERMANENCE

Some years back, my late lamented friend, Dr,
wrote a book on the “Economics of Permanence,”
that is ephemeral in Keynesian economics in particular, and Western
econom.ic thqught in general, His main thesis was that modern
industrialisation spelt ruin and disaster to human civilisation and
so proceeded to work out a system on the lines of Gandhian t;cono.
mic thought, by which production is decentraliseq and problems of
distribution automatically taken care of, By Economics of Perman-
ence, it is not to this system I refer here, There are certain abiding
permanent economic values that deserve to be maintained whatever
the ecopomic system is, whatever the nature and objectix:e of the
€conomic process is, in any country and at any point of time,
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Thiruvalluvar has set them out in unmistakable terms, Itis to _thls
body of economic doctrines, or rather values, to which I refer mainly

in this lecture,

Valluvar’s economic ideas are mostly to be foPnd in. the Second
Part of Thirukkural, the Porutpal, or the paFt dealing with Wenlthd.
By Porutpal, Valluvar meant all that .Kautxlya. meant by_ the Wlor
Arthasastra, Porul literally means “thing, substanf:e_ ob]?ct, va: k111et,
wealth, etc,” It comprises the whele range qi tangibie ?b)ec'ts . .';\
can be possessed, enjoyed, and lost, an.d‘ which we require in t aily
life for the upkeep of a household, raising of a family, aug v1rduous
fulfilment of life’s obligations, It embraces all consumer an 'p;o ucgr
goods. The arts that serve the possession of these m?.t.ena goc:h:
are of economics and politics, thg techniques of survnv::g nixence
struggle for existence, In a sense, it comprehends the entire sc

of economic sociology.

In Valluvar’s time, economics was .nc.)t yet a dlffer.enhatecfl dtxstm:
pline, It was a part and parcel of politics, or the science ?5 vesna ien
craft. It was more political economy than efcononclf_cs.' [Even ip
the West, economics did not llsec’ome a dlstmfctN tx.sms \‘;1 u
aiter the publication of Ada}r)nys_rm:h 1_‘s: X\i:::h a(:l A aa ;c;r:t (1) f Morai
B then, it was only Political Lco , . '
;Kflzsophyf It is relevant to remember that {\dam Sté\;tt‘x wr{ot’.;:.)I O}rx;s;
classic on Political Economy when he was holding the 'Tiho ; f
Philosophy in the University of Glasgow. It was not until the azsa(:e
Alfred Marshall, a century later, that economics became absep T te
science. But, in our own days, his pupxl,.Lo.rd Keynfes, has egunf
question the wisdom of this step and has indicated his preference lot
going back to the term Political Economy.

As a basic thinker, Valluvar has few peers. He postulates three
fundamental freedoms for the individual citizen :

(i) Freedom from hunger, (iiy Freedom from disgas'e, and
(iii) Freedom from fear - arising out of aggression from w;lthm and
‘without. Out of these three freedoms, flow all his ideas and 1defals of
an economic society. ¢ Blessed is the realm that knows no famine or
pestilence and is free from aggression ”.1

«The destruction of the paor is their poverty”—thus began Alfred
Marshall, the doyen of classical economists when he set out to lay

1 o puBys pard Jefyn Qepuasyn
Qerr Puwoag 7@, (734)



18

down his “ Principles of Economics”. It is the starting-point of
modern economics. ‘“ The study of poverty is the study of the causes
of the degradation of a large part of mankind. ¥ Valluvar’s ideas on
poverty are an elaborate poetical anticipation of Marshall’s ideas,
With equal emphasis does Thiruvalluvar condemn the evils of poverty.
His was not a philosophy that extolled the virtues of poverty, as many
schools of ascetitism have done in their attempt to vindicate a life
of negation. In ten graphic stanzas, he delineates the horrors of
p-verty in a manner that makes no mistaking of his faith in the
philosophy of life-affirmation, “Nothing is more dreadfully painful
than poverty ”.* ““Infernal poverty blasts the joys of the earth and
of heaven.”* ¢ Gripping poverty robs a man of the lofty nobility of
his descent and the golden eloquence of his tongue’*, ¢ Chill penury
benumbs one’s noble feelings and makes one speak the language of a
slave”.* ¢ Cursed poverty is a nest of evils.”® * The deliverance of

the poor is only in total renunciation. Far better that, than they
batten on other men’s salt and soup. '

If poverty is an unmixed evil, begging is no remedy for it. « It
is the height of folly to redress the ills of poverty by begging .8
Those who hold that begging is inevitable or decreed by fate are w:oné
If so, ““ may the Creator of the Universe who has decreed S0, go a be )
ging and perish ”.* Indignation at the very thought that disparitigs
are God-made reaches its climax. Valluvar could not tolerate such
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doctrines—attempts at laying at the doors of God what ‘man has
done. For, begging is a denial of the dignity in man, the God in man.
¢ Thou shalt earn thy bread in the sweat of thy brow ’ — that is what
God has ordained, not by begging. * The thin gruel tastes as sweet as
ambrosia to him who has earned it in the sweat of his brow 10, “It is
most heinous to beg for a bucketful of water even to quench the
feverish thirst of a sinking cow "’11, ““ The noble dignity that stoops
not to base beggary, even in dire want, surpasses the glory and love-
liness of the earth 12,

Although Valluvar has painted in these lurid colours the ¢ Dread
of Begging ”’, he was aware that the realities of life sometimes forced
this indignity on some unfortunate few ; and Valluvar relies on the
social conscience of the more fortunate fellow-beings to mitigate the
evil. There are circumstances which may make begging permissible ;
lie mentions these: but what he really wishes to emphasise is the
social responsibility of the community at large to the problem of beg-
gary. * Knock at rich men’s doors. If they relieve not your wret.
chedness, the sin is theirs, and not thine ’13, “Even the beautiful
earth becomes an empty puppet show, if the mendicancy that stirs all
the springs of pity dies out and is for ever banished. 14 With gentle
sarcasm, the Poet says, “ Scowl not at them who give no charity; for
who knows they may be as poor and helpless as you "15. Those who
have no social conscience are as poverty-stricken as the beggars
themselves.

But to this social responsibility for begging, Valluvar comes
through the individual. He does not spell out the need for any aati-
begging legislation, such as might have been thought of in our own
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days. Not that he excludes legislative action. The fact that he
places the theme in the Division which is intended for the instruction
of Kings has its own significance for State action, But Valluvar feels
that it is the individual values and individual sanctions that ultimately
matter, and it is through individual thought and action that the social

conscience is really touched. Like Alfred Marshall, he makes 2 great
appeal to the social possibilities of - economic chivalry *,

Having condemned povert
a society, Valluvar proceeds to
of wealth in a positive manner,
tempt, the rich are always belaud

¥ and begging as the greatest curses of
affirm the importance of accumulation
" The poor are for ever held in con-

il belauded ”; for, the wealthy man is like
one “ who in joy and Security witnesses an elephant fight from a sccure
hill-top, far away from the turmoi] " 16,

ut it j
typical of hig integrated phil : 18 noteworthy that

e, e e L o
& says, * Acquire a great fortupe ans =,

. . Y noble ang ”

;I:hls' al;?hes even 1o Govemments. There ig ng co}x:;:-‘:ﬁgia;nizsa-

xtykmf is ctlee‘ Let wealth pe accumulateq by the King on the bed-

rock of everlasting love gapg mercy 18, deed ! :

Alfred Marshan»s Words again . » We are remlnded v

“ And very

often the infige
NCe ¢ s
the amount of hjg incom erted on a persop's character by

eish PR

by the way in which it ;5 earna;;ll,}: 1955, 38 it s less than thae exerted
While gr is Iai
intent on 1 };geex;i Sss':re s laid op dcCumulatioy of wealth, Valluvar, ever
excessive pargims ge that wea-ltb is only a meang to an end, condemns
in pursuit of golq r;y and hoa.rd}ng of riches. « Behold a ni,ggard who,

$ an end n itself, is forgettul of a1 the blessings that
I T L S e
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i i born 19, “* A hoarder is a burden
low from lt.”ZOH ) lssuzl:’i:(})’al:;?’ﬁ;zf designates as * Profitless Riches .
{0 e earty 'lth is neither for himself nor for others drinks the cup
. He-Wh(’?az:maHe compares hoarded wealth to the fading gloom on
o sy f. fair lonely maid22. Nay, more. Hoarded wealth can be
the cheekaO aitive harm, It may work against the comr'non ggod
. sourceuo thp(;:uits of a poisonous tree in the heart 'of a village 23,
‘e‘vt:nni‘isser isime among the dead; no good comes of him ”.

An economic society which despises poverty, begging anc_l hc?ard}ng

accumulation, consumption, and better. (Ehstrlbutlo.n

and encoumgeihe art of its citizens certain moral and spiritual quali-

“‘mSt Is.vﬁuovr;r thfrefore thoughtfully lays his hand on these and ela-
g:rs;.tes :hem, one by one, with great poetical power,

Pirst and foremost, Valluvar plactas the spirif of ipdust.x:y in tl(;e
individual. He calls it the “ unflagging energy . It is this, ZCC‘?:;I-
i him, that marks out the prosperous from the poor. T e idle
o - ',deed the really poor from a social and spiritual point of
nf: h ge, lInndust,ry is real wealth ; for the wealth that f.10WS from the
:;:tvres; energy of the soul is th;«: only. p;)lslsessi?(ril ttl;?ta lsseizztz;l%;l ft;rll
else fade and crumble away25. Even in the mids -
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tune, despair does not seize the heart of such men2. There is a touch
of grandeur in a man of ambition, even when all his projects are shat-
tered to ruins?’. Indolent ease can never bring forth great achieve-
ments. Inexhaustible fund of energy is man’s strength. Lacking it,
he is one with stick and stone2. “The stem of the lotus plant is the
measure of the water’s depth. The energy of an individual is the
measure of his achievement, "’ 29,

So much is Valluvar convinced of the supreme inportance of the
spirit of industry as the dynamic force behind economic society that he
proceeds to work it out in all its implications and shades in three more
chapters under the headings ‘‘Abstention from Sloth”, “Manly Effort”
and “ Courage in Crisis ”. Again and again, he cries “ Despair not *".
Industry brings wealth; sloth, poverty. The Goddess of Wealth runs
after the man of energy and enterprise, and smiles on his home. For
the lazy and the indolent there is a different visitor-~the she-devil of
poverty.® Leave no work unfinished. The world will not forgive you,
It will turn its back on you.3! Scorn delights and live laborious days.
You shall become a tower of strength to society.32 To lack resources is
no disgrace; but to sit idle is a vile reproach.3> Labour is the greatest
resource.3 The plans and programmes of one who lacks the will to
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translate them are but day-dreams, They are as ineffectual as the sword
in the hands of a coward.3> To him is not given the noble pride of a
benevolent heart.3 * Yield not to despair ”, he again exhorts. Cry
not in distress—* The task is beyond me”. Put forth your manly
efforts. They will rouse your slumbering courage, and you shall
achieve the most arduous tasks of life.37 Forgetfulness, procrastination,
sloth and lazy sleep are {rail canocs, Man voyaging in them gets wrec-
ked in trackless waters, 3% ldleness is a viper, Qut of it spring the
ruins of the society 3,

Life, Valluvar realises, is an unceasing struggle, and for that
struggle, the individual requires to .be fully equipped. Temporary
setbacks should not be allowed to paralyse human effort. What is
needed is a ““ well-bred bull’s energy **. Even as it struggles its way
through the ups and downs of the rugged terrain, so do you pull
through thick and thin, come hail, come storm 4 Smile scornfully at
the frowns of fortune. That is the only way to chase leaden-eyed
despair.4l  Against the shores of iron will and unflagging courage, the
never-ending waves beat in vain.42 Find joy in the very stress and
strain of work. You shall vanquish all opposition.*3
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All these remind us so much of the words of one of the greatest
economists of our own times, the late Lord Keynes, on energy versus
prudence as the driving force behind development of wealth: ¢ Most
probably, many of our decisions to do something positive, the full con-
sequences of which will be drawn out over many years to come, can
only bet aken as a result of animal spirits — of a Spontaneous urge to
action rather than inaction......... Thus if the animal spirits are
dimmed and the spontaneous optimism falters......enterprise will soon
fade and die .

These are some broad hints we have of Valluvar’s
sophy. Valluvar himself never worked out an economi
its elaboration. He was no system builder,
bound to be somewhat eclectic in approach and general in treatment,
But we have sufficient evidence to catch a glimpse of the constituents
of an ideal economic society as Valluvar saw it,

economic philo-

C system in all
A work of synthesis is

The most important economic activity, according to Thiruvalluvar,
is agriculture, This was not because the poet was living in a predom-
inantly agricultural society, but because it is the most fundamental
activity for all time. Food is the basis of life; and raising food is the
primary occupation of mankind. * Husbandmen are the axle-pin of
the world ; for on their prosperity revolves the prosperity of the other
sectors of the economy 44, Even saints who have forsaken the world
needs must cease from spiritual pursuits, were farmers to sit idle with
folded arms.4>  “ You may pursue other walks of life ; bu
you must be back to the plough; for that alone js the primary occupa-
tion ’46, “ That country which has a peasantry whose fields rustle
with thick waves of corn becomes the refuge of several other coun-
tries *'47,
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In thus stating the primacy of agriculture, it will be recalled,
Valluvar is only particularising and illustrating the second of the four
foundation ideas he postulated in the chapter on “ Rains” in t.he
Payiram or Introduction, He was concerned to establish that material
support is essential for a life of positive living and that under the
ultimate “ principle of rain ”’, agriculture assumes a basal character.
All this he has done even at the start, Here, however, Valluvar
introduces one further argument in favour of the importance of the
agricultural sector. Agriculture alone is the most independent voca-
tion, ¢ The ploughmen alone ”, he says, ‘‘live as tpe freemen of the
soil ; the rest are mere slaves that batten on their tonlﬁ"“, It may be,
under various forms of State Trading and Contr.ols, t.hts is not true of
many economies of the world today. It certainly is not true of th.e
economies where the ploughmen have become tractor-men.and with it
the wage-slaves of the State. But_ Thi'ruvalluvar’s ideal, — and
perhaps that was the actual position in his .days——al')pears to be an
agricultural sector untrammelled by' Sf:ate 1}1terventlon. In other
words, Valluvar was for free enterprise in agriculture, and he v'a]ue':d
highly the economic freedom it confers. :‘A peasant, who tm}s in
the sweat of his brow, begs not at other men'’s doors, but ungrudgingly
shares his bread with those that beg for alms 42,

Such was his concern for a well developed.agriculture, that
Valluvar deviates here from his practice of forn?ulatmg. only tl}e broad
general truths, He proceeds to lay down certal.n detax.led agncultural
techniques and cultural practices, which he Fons@ers highly 1mporta}nt
for a successful agriculture. Valluvar considers that the preparation
of the soil is the first and foremost step. Lan.d §hould be so ploughed
and then exposed to the sun that thF soil xs'c.ompletely ?.erated.
The idea seems to be that it will then be in a position to receive and
absorb the nitrogen and other organic elements from the atr‘nosphere.
Also, the weeds will have been destrqyed at the roots. This can b.e
done by intense and repeated ploughing. * Beh_old the land that is
allowed to dry, until an ounce of earth crumbles into a quarte'r ounce
of dust. She needs no manure and her harvest would be rich and

abundant 4.
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He then proceeds to set out other important cultural practices in
some order of importance. Ploughing is no doubt important, but
even more so is manuring, and having manured, weeding assumes
importance, and then irrigation, and above all, guarding the crop.44
Land is a natural resource, which responds in proportion to the efforts
put into it. The size and combination of inputs can overcome the
inherent soil limitations. There is no such thing as a land unfit for
cultivation. * Dame Earth seems to smile regretfully at the idle sons
of the soil who put in no efforts and plead poverty.” 45 He also reco g
nises the importance of measures for control of floods, pests, and
diseases, hail and storm and other natural calamities.

It is evident that the type of land tenure that Valluvar visualised
was one of peasant proprietorship. That accorded with his basic
demand for economic liberty of the individual, and the qualities of
industry and enterprise demanded of every citizen. He was not in
favour of absentee landlordism, “ As sulky and sullen as a woman
abandoned of her lord is the land abandoned of her owner.” 46

Could it be that Valluvar was an anticipator of the Physiocrats of
the eighteenth-century France ? The Physiocrats held that land alone
produced a net product, and agriculturists alone were the productive
class, The artificers, manufacturers and merchants were, according to
this school, an unproductive class. Explaining their theory, Adam
Smith wrote : ’

“ The unproductive class, that of merchants, artificers and
manufacturers is maintained and employed altogether at
the expense of the two other classes, of that of proprietors,
and of that of cultivators. They furnish both with th:a
materials of its work and with the fund of its subsistence
with the corn and cattle which it consumes while it is em-’

~ ployed about the work. The proprietors and cultivators
finally pay both the wages of all the workmen of the un-
productive class, and the profits of all their employers *’,
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There is more than one stanza in Valluvar’s chapter on Agricul-
ture which seem to anticipate the Physiocratic sentiments above
quoted. The chapter opens with the statement that agriculture is
superior to all other avocations. ¢ Whirl as the world will, it must
after all rely on the plough. Therefore agriculture is the most impor-
tant of all industries.”” 47  Again in the next couplet he says * Hus-
bandmen are the lynch-pin of society, for they support all those that
take to other work, not having the strength to plough.” 48 These two
stanzas can be interpreted as attempts to establish the primacy and
superiority of agriculture over other professions. But it is when we
come to the third verse that we see something very close to the Phy.
siocratic doctrine. Valluvar says, * Who ploughing eat their food,
they truly live. The rest to others bend subservient, eating what they
give.” 49 Is this the same as what Adam Smith said of the Physio-
cratic doctrine above ?

¢ Those workmen and their employers are properly the servants of
the proprietors and cultivators. They are only servants who swork
without doors, as menial servants work within. Both the one and the
other, however, are equally maintained at the expense of the same
master. The labour of both is equally unproductive .

We should be careful in reading too much of latter day thoughts
into Valluvar. The Physiocrats, it should be remembered, were
removed about 18 centuries from Valluvar’s stream of economic
thought. It is true both describe those engaged in non-agricultural
pursuits as * servile or servants ”, Butto me it appears that they
mean quite different things. The Physiocrats held that agriculture
alone was the  productive ” occupation and so compared the people
engaged as artificers, manufacturers and merchants to * servants”
who in their concept did not produce anything * tangible ” in value.
The concept of value as embracing both goods and service had not
entered into economic thought yet, Even Adam Smith who enters
into a caveat with the Physiocrats at this point does not refute their
main value thesis, The other sectors are still ‘ un-productive ”,
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*“ The industry of merchants, artificers and manufacturers, though in
its own nature altogether unproductive, yet contributes in this manner
indirectly to increase the produce of the laund ”. Therefore, * The
unproductive class, however, is not only usefal, but greatly wseful to
the other two classes (proprietors and cultivators of land) .

This, however, does not appear to be the sense in which Valluvar
was employing the word “ servant ”’ or * serile or “
(in whatever term it is translated) as applied to those who are engaged
in avocations other than agriculture. There is no suggestion that what
these produced had no value, or that their pursuits are “ unproduc-
tive ”. All Valluvar meant to convey, it appears to me, was the basic
dependence of all on agriculture for their food requirements and hence
the supreme importance of investing it with primacy among the human
activities, and fostering it with care. The others are « subservient
in the sense that they all have to depend on growers of food in the
ultimate analysis. The economic freedom of the grower of food is

» For, Valluvar was not living in a

subservient "

like Pattinappalai and Purananura, bear
advanced stage of the arts and erafts,

the arts and technique of industry and
agriculture has the pride of place amon

Why was this ? Historically, the Physiocratic doctrine of the ele-
vation of agriculture as the only source of * et product ”’ arose as a
reaction to Colbert’s excessive encouragement to trade apg manufac.

ture to the neglect of land. Was there such 3 reaction in Valluvar's
days? That would be assuming that histor

produce unerring parallels—a thesis whi

ample references to the
It is with all these advances in
trade that Valluvar held that
g economic activities.
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i iodi ortages. It was in times such as
. :Zmlilugzsotglicgit fl;):\?e ;si}\lzed ;gand it is likely tl'fat the great
thes.e iy of the Chola Emperor Karikala who was either cqntem-
achxevement§th Valluvar, or might have immediately followed hlm: -—
po.raneoufl g) erot’s achievements in the field of land Feclamatlon,
the 'l.‘am'l r:;!cf)ns.truction of dams, and other far-reaching works 'of
colc?msatlor;,devel opment felt the impact of Valluvar’s thoughts, .Thxs,
agncultur'a for the historian of South India. All that I can say is, we
o f Jabelling fundamental thinkers like Valluvar, who start
shall boware (;nci les, as Physiocrats and Agriculturgl F}mdamen-
fro‘m ﬁrs;hpfph lsjioc;-ats of France set agriculture aga}nst industry ;
palisl i lte ral};?undamentalists in the United States pitted the rural
the .Agrxcubal; society, Valluvar, we shall ever remember, came to
agams.tl urh rmonise and synthesise, Schools be h.ad none, systems he
St ot b 'lad and sentiments few. He was a philosopher who went
?d no:ob:}:e ,grass joots and spanned his tboughts over the arc of

own

eternity.

iri ion should inform the critic in inter-

.The self-sanz: ?Egil:tsfeﬁut; nhiarding and exgessive parsimf)ny
preting Vanu?r the rubric ¢ Profitless riches ’, It is easy to fall into
elaborated un erf finding a kinship between Valluvar’s ideas and 'the
the temP tatlor(;o nder-investment theories of latter day economx§ts
A S u] A. Robson and John Maynard Keynes, and exclaim
tike Rev. Malths, \‘Ial'luvar is! Such temptations must ‘be resisted,
Baw very moders ¢ entirely different. The modern theories of ~over-
For, the conte(!;ts ai!rrnves’cment are born of the analysis of a .partxcu.lar
saving ;.md_un o and at a particular point of time. There is nothing
Pt snuaﬁogour about these theories when they are offered as
of ﬁ}e moralh ?mclogging of the econom.ic mechanism- Valluvar, on
solutions to tde had all along the moral values in the background. Whe.n
e hanh;arding and miserlinzss, the doctrine assumes the attri-
gst‘;:noie:elzsnaﬁty and timelessness about it. It is always wrong to
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hoard; and that because it clogs the springs of charity. Perhaps ulti.
mately the doctrines of both, Valluvar and the neo-classical economists
arrive at the same point and same goal, namely, through better con-
sumption and better distribution, a better production. And in tbe
case of men like J. A. Hobson the social purpose so much dominated
the purely objective economic analysis, that for a long time he was not
taken seriously by the professional economists. In a social science like
economics, it is impossible to distinguish in its theories what is purely a
social goal and what is purely an economic goal. They do not conflict
with each other. They inter-mingle like milk and water, difflcult to
separate. Good ethics is also good economics. In Valluvar it is so,
All that we have to see is that the standpoints are different, the think-
ing process different, the tools too; but not the goal.

Not that Valluvar does not encourage thrift, or that he sings the
paean of praise of extravagance. Ever intent on striking a golden
mean, Valluvar warns, “Give ; always give ; but let your giving be
governed by your resources. Be thrifty, but not to verge on miserl-
iness”. “Let your charity be proportionate to your wealth. That
is the way to preserve it.””>!  Again, “ Behold the man who lavishes
his wealth beyond his resources; he appears to be prosperous, but he
only treads the downward path to destruction” 52; and finally, ‘Gene-
rosity, which is blind to its resources, perishes of its own accord’s, If
it were permissible to translate his ideas in modern economic language
we should say, Valluvar was neither for over-saving, nor for under:
saving; neither for over-spending, nor for under-spending. He was for a
balance in all things. In the ultimate analysis this ajone can partake
of the perennial values of a stable economic principle,

Land, labour and capital—these were the three agents of production
according to classical economics, Alfred Marshall at the end of the
nineteenth century added a fourth factor, organisation or knowledge to
include the activities of the entrepreneurs who had come to 1ga a
crucial role in an industrially advancing free enterprise ecoiorz
Valluvar classifies the agents of production in a somewhat differersx’t.
manner. An unfailing harvest, a competent body of men and a group

5l gpher garafip ws & $Qurmer

Curpd aipiign Q. (477)
62 gewadiy arprsrer wTpicns e orQure

@oerss Cararms Qasqu. (479)
63 nwams géers SULT wreiran.y

woradsr wads Ge@un,

(480)

31

of men whose wealth knows no dimunition—these three he considers
to be the important ingredient of an economic society.54

It is significant to note that Valluvar’s emphasis is on the
end-product of land rather than on land itself. There are otherp
elements required to make land yield a harvest: rain or water to
which he has given so much prominence even at the outset of his
work, other inputs like ploughing, manuring, weeding, watching etc. ,
all of which he works out in detail in his chapter on Agriculture,
He is not obviously thinking of the mineral wealth that lies buried
in the land and of its exploitation. In a simple economic society,
they were obviously secondary. The greatest natural resource he
repeats is water, the rain, the surface flow in rivers and brooks, and
the subsoil water that can be tapped through wells, He was
concerned to point out the ultimate base of an economic society,
and that is the raising of food. That activity depends on an
interaction of a variety of agents, of which land is one, though
an important one. 1In fact the phrase serarred2musr meaning never-
failing harvest’ has been interpreted by some commentators as referring
to a class of ever persevering peasantry.55 If this is accepted, Valluvar
was thinking more in terms of the human agents of production, rather
than the natural agents; for, the other two agents of economic
activity are referred to only in terms of the human factor, namely,
“a body of competent men, and a group of wealthy men”. In the
last analysis, organised economic society is a product of human endea-
vour. Thisis what distinguishes it from primitive societies in a
¢ state of nature”. This Human Factor is resolvable into three impor-
tant classes in the population. These are the vital agents of economic
activity—those who raise food, the body of competent men, and
the men of wealth.

Who are these ‘‘body of competent men?” The translation
of sésri as ‘‘a body of competent men” is my own. The
traditional commentators have interpreted it variously. Parimelazhagsr
identifies them with the sages or ascetics, the chosen few practising
self-negation, This no doubt accords with Valluvar's hypothesis
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postulated at the outset in the introduction under the title of “Greatness
of men of renunciation ”. The men of sacrifice and spirit are a crucial
element to the stability of a society. Lest there should be any doubt
on this, the acute commentator thoughtfully adds: “gs@® sfafdrmo

@upuuceg.” Thatis, by postulating this class the continuity of
the society is assumed.

) Other commentators, however, give the word sasrir a more direct
signification. Manakkudavar simply says, the‘men of competence.
Paripperumal construes it as‘those of power, family and character’.
Kalingar, as‘men with a fitting education and knowledge’. Perhaps it
includes all these ideas, for the men of renunciation and self-abneration
are also men of character, learning and wisdom. In a purely econ-mic
sense, however, the modern term ‘ knowledge” which is a recent
substitute for the earlier word *organisation” of the classical
economists can connote this, but there isa difference, By “knowledge”
what economists of the present day largely mean is the technological
and organisational knowledge required for the production activities
of a modern society. Vallavar’s “men of knowledge” sssrs were
sonething more than this. They were men who by diverse ways—
knowledge and character, wisdom and sacrifice—worked for the

stability and continuation of the society. That is a more fundamental
concept.

Valluvar again does not refer to Capital in the abstract as a
creative agent in an economic society. Rather, he refers to the men
of wealth—the capitalists as such—if we may so call them, Some
commentators would have this to mean the rich merchant prin.ces who
acquire wealth through internal and external commerce. Others would
put a more qualitative construction and would have it as the rich wh
never relax in their acts of giving and and yet whose wealth remai .
undiminished, and so on. Whatever be the interpretation, Vall v
was again thinking in terms of the human element in the acc;umul ‘:}’af
of capital. The classes for him were basic, the class of agricult ation
the class of men of knowledge and character, and the clagss of l;.rl‘sttsi
owners, These were three distinct and separate elements cofp lt?'
economic society. It is obvious that the economic society of Vall }S
time had already reached a certain degree of complexity in uV;r ls1
division of labour and specialisation of functiong hadya:t v dlc
stratification in terms of classes, who, for short, may be call ;lt}?Tha
Agriculturists ”’, *“ The Intellectuals "’ and “ The ’ Capitalist ?. Ind 3
this identification of the factors of production with tsl; hn ee
agents responsible for activating these is a practice that has be ugl o
ted by the classical economists, including Karl Marx until tlf: na?l OP-t
of Marginal school of economists. In Marx’s hands this identifica\::n
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became a powerful tool for the postulation of clan way doctrine; and it
was a realisation of the dangers of this that made the Marginalists
dissociate the human aspect from the factors of production and think
in terms of disembodied land, labour and capital.

What about Labour as a factor of production? To me it appears
the term séani interpreted severally as a body of competent men, men
of knowledge, character, and family, men of sacrifice and learning, etc.
may well have been used in a comprehensive sense to include both
s«]abour” and ‘organisation” or ‘knowledge ", The notion that
labour is a separate category was born only since the advent of the
Industrial Revolution when the producers of goods were divorced from
the meaas of production. Ina comparatively simple economic society
such as that in which Valluvar lived, the workers were also the
entrepreneurs or the men of ““knowledge "’ in the economic sense. The
word saart interpreted as an economic category can then be identified
with two factors of production—labour and organisation—rolled
into one.

In the fiscal sphere Valluvar assigns to the State the essential
functions of Public Finance, namely, creation of revenues, collection of
revenues, management (guarding) of revenues, and public expenditure5?,
In modern Public Finance these four functions may be equated with
the three categories: Public Income, Financial Administration, and
Public Expenditure, the functions of collections and ¢‘guarding” of
revenues being now comprehended under the single title of Financial
Administration.

Valluvar lists three main heads of Public Revenues (i) e m@ur meir;
(ii) e-dBAUTGET; (iii) @ppOur@ar.58 Commentators differ widely on
their meaning. Parimelazhagar interprets e m@ur@er as the wealth
ol heirless estates,? Both Manakudavar and Paripperumal first give
merely the literary meaning, ‘Wealth that comes by itself’. But by
way of further explanation, Manakkudavar gives the meaning asrap
@urer, that is fee or tax levied for defence. (This, however, is not
found in one of the palm leaf manuscripts); and Paripperumal goes back
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to Parimelazhagar’s rendering of escheats. Parithj
‘ . Parithiyar and i
however,  deviate from these three. The former w);uld havelfta l;:gt;r’
e

‘ taxes from the subjects ”’, and the latter « i ;
B er * the just dues the subjects

Apparently there was a conflict among some of the comment

all of whom are much later to Valluvar—as to whether tlfn lgtors'—
really the heir to escheats, and they seized the occasion to f e i
their own ideas on the subject; for, it is doubtful if SQV}(: s b
themselves can ever form a major head of State revenues cI-"ea‘ts o
zhagar, conscious of this objection as it were, adds anotl.xer a?mela-
namely treasures hidden under the earth and discovered lop, caf e
owner has passed away., But even this addition cannot c%m%;t":er e
source of revenue that can rank as a major head. Both thegse it
minor and irregular source of State income. The major Coares of
income for States in India has always been the land 1‘evesource o
?raditional one.sixth of the produce. This has been so well e ltmt:i' "
in the minds and beliefs of the 1ndian peoples by successive 1S ] {shed
frorfx time immemorial, that its payment became a part of tha:v nglvers
duties of every citizen—in fact it has been called a kadamaq; Zrmal
The psychology of the taxpayer has been so conditioned b tord' i

that it had lost all touches of compulsoriness about it. It h};drg o
an involuntary payment. Custom did the work of law.. Manakk ?Ome
seems to explain that this wasso, because land revenue o the
nat}lre of a payment for the security that the State confers o b one
So it was ungrudgingly, voluntarily paid. Hence was it o_ @on t.hem.
wealth that comes of its own accord. The expression a] D o ot
sense of legitimacy e.g» or e Hp that which is due e

uty.

onveys the

For, Valluvar was against any undue ¢: ion i :
famous dictum in this cgntext isy wort‘klxe :«:;:a[:tlil:xlgon Tmeon
extorts money at the point of the bayonet is 1i hi
waylays the benighted traveller witlr}: his thrtlalakt(z;inhglgc}:wayu S Who
deliver " €. It is significant that Valluvar did noz—- o1 and
traditional one-sixth or lay down any other unvarying pr refe.r to the
producer as land tax. There were times when tye stitz Of b of the
not permit of the one-sixth. Even so, some payment o harvests did
made. If Parimelazhagar were allowed to have his - Volur.ltarily
context, he would not only have denied the State O;m Ty in this
source of revenue that has been the mainstay e paportant

_ of the
‘Put would also have ignored the built-in voluntary cc,s;:: ¢ fisc for ages,
in matters of taxation. It must, however, be said in gtir‘:lfeVatllu\:r
D ss to this

. His
The king who

60 Calarg darmer QeCwear Pﬂ@u;rﬁzb N
CerQei@ darmer @ray, ‘

(852)

35

acute commentator that he takes care to add,  the one-sixth share of
produce being taken for granted, only the additional sources are
mentioned etc.’61 Thus he knew land revenue could not be ignored.

The next major head of State’s resources is e-5 oOr Customs,
This term 2@ seems to be the same as the Sanskrit word &es or
svsp.  The later Tamil word smssib seems to be a corruption of sdaib.
This tax head, the commentators say, refers to the duties levied on
commerce both by water and road—import and export duties as well as
internal customs duties. Obviously, in Tamiload at the time of
Valluvar, trade and commerce were important activities and they
yielded considerable revenues by way of customs. The Chola kings at
the port of Kavirippumpattinam had their merchandise stamped with
their tiger insignia to make sure that the goods did not escape duty.

The third source of revenue to the State was the tribute paid by
the vanquished enemies. This again has been considered a legitimate
source of revenue all through history. In modern times this is repre-

sented by * reparations.”

The term  creation of public revenues " has been interpreted by
some in a modern sense. They hold that Vailuvar had in mind the
concept of State engaging directly in productive activities or what is
now known as State or Public Enterprises. Although there is no direct
evidence for such inference, it is possible that the ruler in those days
had his demesne or Crown lands and the proper management and
husbanding of its resources was laid down as an important duty of the
state. The expression «screation’”’ however, carries a different signifi-
cation. By ¢creation”, Valluvar presumably meant that the State
should constantly be doing all that is necessary to “create’” those
conditions by which the yield from the major heads of revenue increases
naturally and automatically. The nurturing and fostering of the
taxable capacity of the population was laid down as a prime concern
of the sovereign in the sphere of Public Finance, It is this which
Valluvar must have had in his mind rather than starting and running
of Public Enterprises, although the latter is not to be excluded; The
creation of taxable capacity, indeed, is the hall-mark of any progressive

economy.
The modern theory of Public Expenditure makes a distinction

between Government and a private person, A Government, it is con-
tended, need not at all times equate its expenditure with the revenues,
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The expenditure may well exceed the revenues, for the State is an
entity with a time continuum. Not so the private person. And there
are economists who even advocate a continuous deficit budgeting year

after year—a course of action which they shall not permit for the
individual.

What are Valluvar’s ideas on this ? Valluvar bad for his ideal a
society that generated current surplus and had built up a sizeable
reserve. If such a surplus were not possible, let income and expenditure
at least equal. *Itis not a great misfortune for a State if its revenues
are limited, provided the cxpenditure is kept within bounds”.
He seems to accord with Dickens: *Annual income twenty
pounds, annual expenditure nineteen, nineteen six, result happiness.
Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure twenty pounds
ought and six, result misery”. Again, he warns, * Behold the
monarch who lavishes his wealth beyond his resources; he appears
prosperous, but he only treads the downward path to destruction .
Valluvar, no doubt, considers balancing of the budget as important
for the State as for the individual. His guiding principles of a sound
budgetary policy appear to be these: ¢ Budget for a surplus, if

possible; balance the budget at other times; but never budget for a
deficit .

Modern budgetary theory may not accept such a rigid stand.
There is one school which holds that while the budget need not be
balanced in any particular year, there should be a balancing over a
period of years. On this principle, there are those who advocate
balancing the budget over the period of a trade cycle, Whatever the
position, it is undeniable that no State can for ever go on running into
large deficits. Sooner or later, the reckoning will come. Enormous
public debt accumulates. Some then face the situation by a repudiat-
ion of debts, others by change of Government, still others by losing
their economic, and eventually even political independence. The
abandonment of the traditional concept of a balanced budget as a goal
in itself, and the use of fiscal instruments of public expenditure and
taxation to achieve economic stability are not the products so much
of virtue as of necessity. The complexity of the modern economic
phenomena, and the cyclical movements in a capitalist economy have
been responsible for this change in attitude. Even so, it is admitted
that when business is at a relatively high level and prices are stable
a balanced budget is satisfactory and may even be preferred. This is
the ideal which Vallavar was looking for,

The use of the term ugHe0 by Valluvar'in the context of Public

Expenditure has again given rise to speculations. Some read into
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ralluvar the modern notion that~ the task of Distribgtion s a l?aSic
tion of the State. While it is true that all Public Expenditure
mclts in distribution, it is not clear whether Valluvar held any
;Zl:)ries about it, except that public funds ml'lst flow 'into useful
hannels, according to his over—‘all conf:ept of ethics. Parlmelaz?xggar
roes into some detail pursuing his own 1c%eas on the subject. He divides
>ublic Expenditure 1nto three [_mrts, (vide Cf)mmentary on kural 385-)
-)ne part to be expended according to the ethical code or Aram, that is
the expenditure to be incurred on Gods, holy men and the poor, as wel
on the acquisition of a naine and glory ; the second part to be spent

as the basic needs of the polity such as on the army, the fort, and
zrher items of defence, as well as on diglomacy such wh.at may be called
aid funds are included in this as kegpxng away certain groups from
joining the enemy or tempting certain ot.her groups to secefle from the
) . the third part to be spent on items of what Parimelazhagar
enemj‘l i’leﬂsufe' or  those which cater to the senses’ such as, building
calls blic ‘halls and shelters, provision of water supply and irrigation
:a)vforltlfz‘s1 I;uilding of parks and artificial hillocks. In skfort, according to
this commentator, public expenditure broadly falls into () Defence,

(2) Public Works, (3) Social Services,

Both Manakkudavar and Paripperumal., powever, restrict the_scope
of Public Expenditure to defence and military purposes. .Kalmgar,
Jthough he does not give details, holfls that Public Ex'pendlture‘ must
a gh d the expenditure to be incurred both within and without
compre (::l On the whole, however, it appears that Parimelazhagar’s
ttse(:fl;?d g;vision of Public Expenditure appears satisfactory, althm.xgh
the contents and details of each of the divistons may vary frop time
me i nomy. It is much more than a laissez faire notion of
to time in an e‘;: and quite unlike the views of Manakkudavar and
the . State's ;(:vh,o would reduce the State toa Grand Policeman. On the
Parnpperl:im? cominenting on another couplet, both these commentators
other h;n ‘t:,nextend State’s activities, They consider that when in
go further easantry should be given assistance in kind by way of seed,
need the plough etc. They advocate moratorium and reduction of
:,:;r;:re, pzrimelaZhagar advocates permanent remission of taxes,

By all accounts, therefore, from an economic point of view,
Valluvar’s concept is nearer that of a Welfare State, if not of a
Paternalistic one. Where the just king is equated with the very godss?
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it is a far far cry from the state of laissez faire. Such is the importance
Valluvar attaches to good Government as a precondition for economic
progress that he opens his book on ‘“ Porutpal ”’ of “Economics” with
a statement of the cardinal features of sound administration.

Next to a sound administration, Valluvar looks upon education
as basic to a progressive economy. In fact, both Manakkudavar and
Paripperumal proceed to explain Valluvar's chapter-sequence thus :
“ Valluvar proceeds to examine the various factors that promote
economic progress and so places education in the fore-front ’63. This
seems to fit in with Valluvar’s own ideas, when he says “ Learning is
an imperishable and flawless wealth; the rest is mere dross "’,64 Valluvar
undoubtedly knew the importance of knowledge as an essential factor
of production — an infra structure as we now call it. Education has
universal value and utility. “Behold a scholar who is a mine of wisdom;
there is not a land which is not his own ; there is not a country which
is not his own; wherefore ye men should abandon learning unto the
last close of life’s taper ?” - he asks. Knowledge is a limitless ocean
and education an unending processé., Not only does he emphasise the
positive importance of acquiring knowledge, but he also warns in a
whole chapter the negative results arising from uninstructed possession
of wealth. * The wealth in the hands of the ignorant brings more ills
in its trail than the poverty of the wise "’66. He sees in education a
great force for social levelling up, * Men of learning, though born of
low descent, command more reverance than a high born fool .67 It is
in education alone that he sees the driving force that makes for
progress ; for, *“it is that which distinguishes man from the beast *’,68
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Next to education, Valluvar setsa great store by a proper system
of public health services as a part of his socio-economic policy. It has
been seen that ‘ freedom from diseases " is ranked by him as one of
the basic freedoms of man and that next only to freedom from hunger.
He would not let his ideal state to fall a prey to epidemic diseases ;
and such was his concern for a society with a sound public health that
Valluvar devotes a whole chapter to “ medicine”. In this he lays
emphasis on the preventive and nutrition aspects of health. * Food,
excessive or deficient, brings about disease ”.6? ¢ The secret of longe-
vity is to eat with moderation, after what you ate had been wely
digested ”.70 ¢ Incompatible diet is the root of many diseases”.71
« Always wait for a keen appetite before you proceed to sit for a
dinner .72 These and other practical rules of guidance are set out
by him with great earnestness. The science of medicine in his days
was apparently a comprehensive discipline dealing with the patient,
physician, the medicine and the male nurse. Valluvar fully recognises
the importance of proper diagnosis in his system of medical treatment,
the individual condition of the patient, and the appropriate timing of
medication.

Other evils that do harm to the socio-economic life of a society
according to Valluvar are drinking, gambling and prostitution. These
have been regulated and legislated upon to varying degrees by the
governments of tha world at different periods in history. In the
Gandhian era, prohibition as a socio-economic policy has been written
into the very Constitution of our Government. There is little doubt
whatever that it would have gladdend Valluvar’s heart.

An economic soclety which can guarantee the three basic freedom
of Valluvar comes very near to what Prof. Gailbraith calls the
¢ Affluent Society ”’, Such a society should have ample accumulation
or enormous surplus reserves. Currently also it must produce a
surplus, adequate to absorb the shocks of all temporary losses arising
from failure of rains or attack of pests.. It should have the staying
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power to stand up to a sudden inrush of demand on its resources, and
even then be in a position to raise all the resources needed from current
income. The secret of a sound defence lies in its impregnable economic
foundations, says Valluvar. It should be so strong that it repels all
thoughts of foreign aggression; and even if a country’s security is
shaken for a while, it should possess the potential for a quick revival,
« That alone is a country which has not to seek external resources,
That is no country which has to depend on external resources?.?d 1In
modern economic parlance, what Valluvar sought as the ideal was a
self-sufficient, self-generating and self-propelling economy. (The
expression ®iLf auaThs has been interpreted traditiomally as ¢ not

" having to work for”; rather, it should mean *that which does
not depend on external aids *; * that which is self-generating ).

Such an economic society is distinguished by five prominent
features - immunity from diseases, ample wealth, adequate food
resources, a high standard of living, and an untailing defence.’ There
are three things that he banishes from his economic society for ever:
gnawing hunger, chronic diseases, and perpetual insecurity, ‘A
kingdom is that which continues to be free from excessive starvation,
irremediable epidemics and destructive foes 7> Internal security is
no less important than the external. ¢ It should be free from warring
sects, internal dissensions and murderous traitors . Above all, there
should be amity and concord between the ruler and the ruled,
“Though blessed with all the varied gifts” a land gains nought
that is not with its king at peace”7, For Valluvar as with Adam
Smith, defence was more important than opulence,

It is obvious that the Economic Society which Thiruvalluvar
visualised was one based on faith in earthly possessions and the will to
acquire them, It was a virile dynamic society with its roots deep in
industry, enterprise and the perseverance of its citizens, with a love of
riches and consumption of worldly goods, hatred of poverty, begging,
hoarding and indolence. While the need for a perpetual struggle in the

13 moQ6ru 6rL.m @ergsar 3 srL ey

BT QeTEEwL Br@, (739)
74 Safderean, Qeaan, F%wa), Qaruw, & wb

YalQuary sriig pPd evas g, (738)
B e pubye gend Jeflyw Qeguamsyw

Cerrg Quaag sra. 1734)
1% ghgymove aifué ser gy vwilex@p

Caigsyow dawrs s1@, (740)

41

face of odds as the sine gua non for the success receives great emphasis,
what Valluvar delineates is not a society where every one is for himself
and the devil takes the hindmost, such as was pictured by some
‘economists, about the capitalism of the early 19th century, and which
brought it into contempt by men like Ruskin and earned for it the
odium of the Science of Mammon. The Economic Society of Valluvar’s
choice is to be informed by a vigilant social consciousness, a code of
basic moral values and sound welfare principles. It is too much to
read into Valluvar all that in modern times is meant by the Welfare
Society. Valluvar seems to have relied on the individual values more
than on State action for the translation of the welfare principles into
programmes of action ; for, it is the ideas and aspirations, sanction and
participation of the individual that ultimately count for the emergence
and success of corporate State action. Without these conditions
obtaining on the part of individuals, no welfare society could last long,
It is on this perennial aspect that Thiruvalluvar laid real stress.

In this concluding lecture, I shall attempt at an estimate of
Valluvar as a fundamantal economic thinker. Indeed he has often been
compared with the Buddha and Christ, but that is relevant only in the
sphere of the spirit, in his role as a.teacher of perennial ethical values,
For both Buddha and Christ were primarily concerned with things of
the other world - Nirvana and the Kingdom of God, and the ordering
of the individual way of life to achieve this goal., They came to teach
the autonomy of the spirit from worldly events, and the burden of
their message was the elevation of souls, not on the organization of
society. Economics, if any, in their teachings was largely incidental.
With Christ it even appears to be neutral. ‘- Render unto Ceasar what
is Ceasar’s and unto God what is God’s”. For a true appreciation of
the contribution of Valluvar in the field of economics, therefore, we
should turn to those teachers who had devoted their attention to the
earthly aspect of man’s well-being.

1 have taken for comparison three representative schools of
thought: the Greek, the Sanskrit and the Modern schools. The
representatives of the Greek Scholars are Plato and Aristotle, whose
writings and thinking set the pattern of western economic thought for
over 20 centuries till the dawn of Industrial Revolution. Although
Aristotle was the pupil of Plato, it is well-known that the differences
between the master’s Republic and the pupil’s works on Ethics and
Politics were so great that they deserve separate treatment. Among
the Sanskrit writers, the name that comes uppermost is that of
Kautilya or Chanakya, the celebrated author of the Arthasastra, and
among the moderns, the claim for comparison may well be given to
Adam Smith, the author of The Wealth of Nations.

6
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In thus attempting an evaluation, I have kept in mind one basic
principle of analysis, namely, that in economics as elsewhere, most
statements of fundamental facts acquire importance only by the
superstructure they are made to bear and are commonplace in the
absence of such superstructure. I have looked upon the ideas of
the ancient writers as mostly basic in character, as at best * scientific
splinters of economic thought ” and any comparison is valid only when
looked at from this point of view. Above all, I have tried my best not
to fall into the error of hailing as a discovery everything in Valluvar's
ideas that suggests later developments or of making comparisons with-
out relevance to the times and environments in which the different
thinkers lived and had their being. With these brief remarks to serve
as a defensive mechanism, I shall now turn to Plato first.

Plato’s vision of an ideal state is given in his Politeia or the
Republic. This is usually classed among the utopias or imaginative
works embodying certain ideals. The Germans class them as  State
Novels ’. Plato’s was the first of these State Novels. It is a vision or
an artistic creation of a Perfect State, not at all based on empirical
experience or economic analysis. This Perfect State was small in
size, something of the City-State, stationary in population and wealth.
Life in it was strictly regulated by a caste system permanently and
rigidly organised. In it wealth is limited and freedom of speech
restricted. It has been described by some as the prototype of a
corporate or fascist State, The ideal State pictured by Plato and
Valluvar are as different as chalk is from cheese,

As for Aristotle, he no doubt paradied and criticised his master’s
ideal Republic, but what he gave in its place was even far removed
from that of Valluvar. For Aristotle slavery was essential, Inequality
was natural; inferiority congenital; democracy only for the Greek
born. Unlike Valluvar who wrote predominantly for the common man
Aristotle wrote for a leisure class, which held work and business pursuits’
in contempt. Nor is there an integration of ethics and economics in
Aristotle as has been achieved by Thiruvalluvar,

Attempts have, however, been made to draw a parallel between
the economic ideas of Valluvar and those of Kautilya. Some hold that
the Kural borrowed some of its eoonomic doctrines from the Arthasastra
Others again, like the late Prof. Ramachandra Dikshitar held that'
since Kautilya was a South Indian who went to the Maurya.n’ Court. he
carried with him some of Valluvar's economic ideas ang embodied tl;em
in the Arthasastra, In an article w_l}ich I contributed to the Silver
Jubilee Number of the Thiruvalluvar Kazhagam in 1953, I have had
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occasion to examine the implications of these views, and it was my
conclusion that there was no evidence whatever, internal or external,
for this influence of one upon the other. I shall, however, recapitulate
some of the arguments here.

Firstly,r the traditional legend that Kautilya lived in the 4th
Century B.C. as a minister in the Court of Chandra Gupta Maurya has
been seriously questioned. In the Volume entitled, *“ The Age of
Imperial Unity” published by the Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, six
arguments are advanced against this theory, and all of them point out
to a much later date for Kautilya—according to Barridale Keith, 4th
Century A.D. and not 4th Century B.C. Owing to pressure of tirne,
1 would refer the reader to that learned volume for this chronological
controversy.

More important than the external evidence is the internal. There
is no resemblance whatever between the basic economic ideas of
Valluvar and Chanakya. Valluvar invests agriculture and agricul-
turists with a primacy that is denied totally in the Artbasastra.
Chanakya lays down detailed devices by which the maximum revenue
can be raised from land through fear and persuasion, A long list of
taxes is framed for the purpose. Again, the concept of caste on which
the Arthasastra raises its edifice is conspicuous by its absence in the
Kural, The ethical foundation on which the economics of the Kural
are raised is missing in the Arthasastra. The principles of taxation
set out by the two writers are poles apart. Taxation by consent is
the dominant canon in Valluvar’s thesis. Taxation by fear and
intimidation is the central teaching in that ot Chanakya. Chanakya
does not hesitate to exploit the superstition, credulity, religious beliefs,
and even innocence of the subjects for enriching the coffers of the
sovereign, So thoroughgoing was he in his objective that even drink
and prostitution came in handy for State encouragement, if only they
could yield revenue. This was something totally abhorrent to the
author of the Kural.

Perhaps the man whose economic ideas are nearest to Valluvar is
Adam Smith - in fundamentals, though not in details, The feudalistic
society of England and the Continent was held in the frame of a rigid
class structure, Adam Smith helped unshackle the individual from
the bonds of petrifying economic traditions, unleash the spirit of
individual enterprise, and thus prepared the way for the epoch of
Industrial Revolution. In his own way Valluvar, by postulating the
democratic basis of society, and the economic freedom of man to follow
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the pursuit that suited his aptitude best irrespective of caste or class
laid the foundations of a new life for the Tamils. With Smith as with
Valluvar human beings were made alike by birth, differences bein
mainly due to differences in training and differences in en'vironmentg
For both, Political Economy is a collection of recipes for the states'—
man, aiming at “ enriching of both the people and the Sovereign ’
(Introduction to The Wealth of Nations). Above all, both arrived at
_ economics through the difficult path of ethics, Francis Hutcheson
the teacher of Adam Smith, was Professor of Moral Philosophy at thel
University of Glasgow and so was Adam Smith, Before writing his
monumental work T he Wealth of Nations, Adam Smith had written the
treatise on Theory of Moral Sentiments, not so well known as the
classic on economics. But it is in this work that Smith’s philosoph
of rich?s and of economic activity, and the ethical basis of The WeI;lt};t
of Nations can be found. Smith made his ethical foundations sure i
The Theor?» of Moral Sentiments before he raised his economic sue .
structure in The Wealth of Nations. Valluvar too postulated his dp:v:-

sion on Ethics or * Arathuppal” befor
e he . .
‘“ Porutpal . went on to write his

All this may look strange, for measured in the temporal scale

Va:la:ra?dand Sfmi;h stand removed by about 15 or 9 centuries - and
yet the deas of the dignity of man, the ec i '

I 3 onomic freedom of the
mdzlvxélual, thg concept of a dynamic society and the essential qualities
needed of the individuals constituting such a society — were all ideas

that were hotly convassed b
y both. The greatness of i
he has done them twenty centuries ea.rlier.g o Vallavaris that

What was the secret of this
thoughts ? Earlier in these lectur

Z:clllutw;ar asa gre.at synthesis — a harmonijous blending of the ethical
roc ) ‘;?Onomxcal, Two major influences were at work in this
Igam e:; A he stream of economic ideas was that of the Tamils of the
protistantgrz l'_' indigenous, .The stream of ethical ideas was from the
lnd. The | ;g}otns of Buddhnsrrlx and Jainism — then foreign to Tamil
lorification of sficrs. ar ¢ Importance of economic activity, the
tirnes callod the‘ort., entergr}se, and what Lord Keynes in modern
noims of life : a;llmml spirit ', the sanctity of love and war as the
Sangam Age TheCamel.fm.m t%w virile life of the Tamils of the
society, that man to ¢galitarian ideas, the democratic concept of 8
avocation that suit 1r1n an is equal, that everyone is free to pursue the
ity the . saits him best, that ethics should  inform all his acti
' ity that hedgeth the spirit of sacrifice, the moral respon-

primal originality of Valluvar's
es, I characterised the work of
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sibility of the individual to society —- these received emphasis from
the invading religions of the north. In Valluvar’s alchemic poetry
these two streams commingled into one, for ever obliterating the traces
of dichotomy that is posed between ethics and economics. The resul-
ting amalgam became a third product, distinct from'the two, all
original in its own, a supreme achievement in the art of synthetic
creation. Was it symbolic of these twin influences that his poetry
was couched in couplets 2 What a fantasy ! :

It is important to realise the converging influences of these two
streams of thought, not only for a true understanding of Valluvar’s
ideas, but also to appreciate the originality of the creative genius, and
the grand purpose his work was to serve. Valluvar was standing at
the watershed of two great epochs in the history of the Tamils — the
golden past of the Sangam Age and the glorious future of the Pallava
and Chola expansion. In between the twilight had descended on the
life of the Tamils. The excessive materialism and earthly achievements
of the Sangam Age had resulted in a bang-over, as it were, and the
Tamils welcomed the new spiritual awakening as a life saving antidote.
But within two or three centuries of this, the Tamils had become soft,
Valluvar saw the need to redress the balance, and so forged his path
of the golden mean. The momeatum that his great work gave
sustained them for another thousand years until the last days of_the
mediaeval Chola power. Then, once again, the Tamils were enveloped
in other-worldly ideas that came from a different stream, lost their zeal
and vigour for material achievements, their social system got ossified,
and so they went into a deep slumber for another spell of thousand
years. All these thousand years, Valluvar’s teachings indeed remained
alive, only to support and authenticate the purely other-worldly ' direc-
tion of Tamilian life, Their equally potent influence for good in the
material sphere of life went under, The balancing force of the Kural
was lost sight of. Small wonder, therefore, that the Tamils,, once
again on the threshold of a great renaissance have now gone back to
Valluvar for inspiration and revival of their native vigour, lost in the
mazes of ten centuries of other-worldly preoccupation,

In the course of an attempt at an evaluation of Aristotle’s Ethics,
Bertrand Russel says that there are three questions,we can,ask about
his ethics or that of any philosopher: (1) Is it internally self-consistent?
(8) Is it consistent with the remainder of the author’s news;? (3) Does
it give answers to ethical problems tbat are consonant to our own

‘ethical feelings ? He then adds, “ If the answer to either the first or

the secomd question is in the negative, the philosopher in question has
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been-guilty of some intellectua] error.
question is in the negative, we haye no
We have only the right to say that we

But if the answe

: T to the third
right to say that pe is mistaken
do not like him", .

It is now for the student of Thirukkural to
. _ sa
Thiruvalluvar had made any intellectual slip and whethe:, hv:helt'ter
the philosopher or not, tkes

“ Go behind the veil of whatever th
life and track the spirit of truth to i
lies wisdom . — Valluvar.

INgS you may come acrogs in

ts subtlest retreats, Therein

THE KAUTILIYA ARTHASASTRA, Part 1. Edited by
R. P. Kangle. University of Bombay Studics: Sanskrit,
Prakrit and Pali, No. 1, University of Bombay, 1960.
Pages 8, 283, 82. Rs. 10/.

We have great pleasure in welcoming heartily this first
number of the new series entitled University of Bombay Studies-
Sanskrit, Prakrit and Pali’ started by the University of B()mbav;
In this SriR. P, Kangle, retired Professor of .\"ans:{ri{ Iilphinsto;\c
College, Bombay, has given us a new criticy! «‘il‘itiv)n of mé
Arthasastra of Kautilya making use of all the availabins manuscript
material, including the important fragment of a North Indian
Devanagari manuscript discovered from Patan Bhandar. He has
also added at the end a glossary of iruportant words. Prof.
Kangle has been working on the Arihasasira for about two
decades, and the work is planned in three parts ; the second part
will contain an English translation with .critical and explanator:y
notes, and the third part will be a detailed Stlklldy Oria::fn m:wi
problems connected with .the Arthasastmies’l‘ ’i‘hze Introdiction
parts will be published in the same series.

" discusses the manuscript material used, and the methods adopted.

The entire editorial work has been done w1t‘h greatd c.ax"(;i
A discussion of the readings adopted 'and emendapons malet?m
be given in the second part, along with the .Enghsh' t;ans a 1;)1111‘
The critical edition was prepared some tlmfe ag_o, encet re
critical edition of the fragmeqt of ]_ayamazzga}ialcotxptm:: :as;
published from the Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institu

not been used in this edition.

In the Introduction(p.5) the Bhdsd-vyﬁkhy&na partly publishe':d
from Trivandrum (in three parts) is referred to as Tamil-
lam commentary; the editor seems to 'have peen lefl
Malayab the remarks of Shama Sastri that if printed in Tamil
ast.ray.t}"”ou]d read like Tamil ; as a matter of fact it isin old
;’/(I:Z,llzt :).lam entirely different from Tamil; this l.las bfeen. ably
demos;lstrated by Sri K. N. Ezhuthacl.lan in his thesis which is not
yet published ; the unpublished portxon’ of the work has t:ieen
edited by Sri Ezhuthachan and published from the Madras
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