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(Srimati T. N. THANU AMMAL)
Universily Research Student, 1934
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THE MARRIAGE CUSTOMS AND SONGS OF THE
SYRIAN CHRISTIANS OF MALABAR

BY

P. J. THOMAS, M.A., B.LITT., D.PHIL.

Synopsis

In times gone by, marriage was an elaborate ceremony
among the Syrian Christians (Nazrani Mappalas) of Malabar,
and numerous rites had to be performed with the accompaniment
of songs and dances. The festivities lasted many days and gave
free play to the artistic sense of the people.  Some of the
rites can be traced to ancient Malabar customs and others
are definitely of Syrian (or Mesopotamian) origin. This is no
wonder, seeing that this ancient community is the result of a
racial mixture between the Malayali converts (believed to be
of the Apostle Thomas) with the Syrian colonists who settled
in the country for trade between the 4th and 9th centuries A.D.

The following account in Malayalam contains a brief
description of the ceremonies, with quotations from the ancient
songs used in connection with them. The ceremonies await
the analysis of sociologists and ethnographers ; and the songs and
dances deserve to be carefully analysed by scholars versed in
ancient Malayalam and Tamil. The present writer collected
these songs twenty years ago when he was a College student,
and a work written on the subject by him before 1920 was
published recently under the title ‘The Christian Literature
of Kerala.’ '

Many of the customs described above have lately gone
out of vogue. They are obviously unsuited to the new social
and economic environment, and will soon be forgotten. It is
therefore necessary to record them at this juncture. The
customs of other communities are also in the same plight, and
hence the urgent need for ethnological and sociological studies in
Southern India.
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MADRAS:
PRINTED AT THE DIOCESAN PRESS

1936

(2%

PUBLICATIONS
OF THE

ORIENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE,
UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS

TO BE HAD OF MESSRS.

MADRAS
Name of Publications

TAMIL DEPARTMENT
Agastya in the Tamil Land,
by Mr. K. N. Sivaraja Pillai
Purananutrin Palamai,
by Mr. K. N. Sivaraja Pillai
The Chronology of the Early Tamils,
by Mr. K. N. Sivaraja Pillai

Paranar,
by Mr. V. Venkatarajulu Reddiyar

Kapilar,
by Mr. V. Venkatarajulu Reddiyar ...

TELUGU DEPARTMENT

Vishnu Puranam,
Ed. by Mr. K. Ramakrishnayya

Prabhavati Pradyumnum-—Its sources,
by Mr. P. Lakshmikantam
Vishnumayanatakam,
by Mr. K. Ramakrishnayya
Studies in Dravidian Philology,
by Mr. K. Ramakrishnayya

Sandhi,
by Mr. K. Ramakrishnayya s

MALAYALAM DEPARTMENT

Kuchelavritham and Krishna Vilasam,
by Mr. C. Achyuta Menon

Subhadraharanam,
by Mr. V. T. Sreemanavikrama Panikkar

Ballads of N, Malabar, Vol. I,
by Mr. C. Achvuta Menon

KANARESE DEPARTMENT
Kavirajamarga,

Ed. by Mr. A. Venkata Rao & Mr. H. Sesha

Ayyangar

C. COOMARASWAMI NAIDU & SONS, GEORGETOWN,

Price
Rs A p

012 0

.. 1 8 0
(ordinary bound)
2 8 0

(calico bound)

¢ 8 0

. 1 80
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University Publications—(continucd) N 2 &
Name of Publications ’ ™~

Price

Rs A »

University Publications— (continued)

Name of Publications Price
Rs A »p
Rasaratnakara by Salva,

Ed. by Mr. A. Venkata Rao & Mr. H. Sesha Tamil Lexicon

Ayyangar
Abidh):::a %’astu Kosha 240 Copies can be had from MEessrs, C. CooMARASWAMI
Ed, by Mr. A. Venf:ata Rao & Mr. H, Sesha Naipu & Sons, G. T., Madras, at the following
Ayyangar . 3 80 rates :—
Pushpadanta Puranam, Vol. I—Part 1 4 00
Ed. by Mr. A. Venkata Rao & Mr. H. Sesha " , I L w 4 0 0
Ayyangar “w 400 . » III w 2 00
SANSKRIT DEPARTMENT Vol. II—Part . ; ; (()) 8
Taittiriya Pratisakhya, » ” I 2 0 0
Ed. by Pandit V. Venkatarama Sarma e 2.0 0 » ”
Rig. Vedanukramani of Madhava Bhatta, Vol. I, ” » IV and Vol. IlI—Part I - 200
Ed. by Dr. C. Kunhan Raja .~ 3 80 Vol. III—Part II .. 2 00
Katyayana Pratisakhya, » » I .. 200
Ed. by Pandit V. Venkatarama Sarma w 400 ” w IV 2 00
Linganusasana, “ w V w 2 00
Ed. by Pandit V. Venkatarama Sarma w 1 80 Vol. IV—Part I .. 2 00
Critical Studies on Katyayana's 8ulka, s II ... 2 00
Yajurveda Prati Sakhya, ? I 2 0 0
by Pandit V. Venkatarama Sarma ... 10 0 " ” v 2 0 0
Spotasiddhi, » ” 2 0
by S, K. Ramanatha Sastri . 30 0 oh. V—Part I .. 0
The Unadi Sutras in Various Recensions, » o I .. 2 00
Ed. by Dr. T. R. Chintamani : ”» n HI e 200
Part | - 3.0 0 " s IV . . 2 00
Part 11 . 2 80 Vol, VI—Part I .. 200
Part VI . . 300 ., T ¢ S . 200
Brhati, Part i, S § ¢ - 2 00
Ed. by Mr. S. K. Ramanatha Sastri ... w 5 00 " :, Iv. .. . 200
Tl:\es tflli.) Veda Bhashya of Skandaswamin (First Note.—Copies of Tamil Lexicon can be had at half the marked
Ed. by Dr. C. Kunhan Raja . w 6 0 0 price by :— ) )
Prakatarthaviraranam, Vol, I, () Students of Colleges, High Schools and Oriental
Ed. by Dr, T. R. Chintamani we 6 0 0 Institutions ;
BULLETINS (6) Members of the Staff of Secondary and High Schools ;
. (¢) Pandits employed in Colleges ; ik
Szg:dlt%;r;trm};‘(arka, Chintaman o provided that the applications are made . “irg
. . T.R, ntamani 0 ive institutions. e
Raghunathabhyudaya o Ramabhadrammba, 1 heads of the respective institutions ;, v?" ‘ \
Ed. by Dr. T. R. Chintamani 1 0 0 ¥ ! ‘
ISLAMIC DEPARTMENT PRINTED BY V. M. PHILIP AT THR DIOCESAN PRISS,ET ADst AND q l.f\ L"lf
Blélc'lhz;)n’sM Tﬂlﬂk-i—Walajahi_Part' I, PUBLISHED BY THE MADRAS UNIVERSITY— 1936. { $327 9
«l. by Mr. S. Md. Hussain Nainar ., 5 0 0 :
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