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COLLEGE NOTES

The second term began unusually
early this year, because the U.T.C.
campers have been told that they
must go to Pallavaram on December
6th and it was necessary to find time
for at least ten weeks of teaching be-
fore that date. 8o we found ourselves
to be almost the only College at work
on September 22nd when the College
re-opened.

For most of usthe two most im-
portant events in Madras have been
the visits of the Olympic hockey team,
and of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
We saw a rather stale team show
flashes of brilliant hockey in two
rather lackadaisical matches, the first
of which was spoiled (for the spectators
at least) by a heavy downpour of rain.
And it was very pleasant to see our
old student, Paul David (1933-35)
bottling up Dhyan Chand, and 8COOp-
ing the ball away in true Olympic
style. The Congress President must
have been a very tired man by the
time he had ended his tour of South
India, but all who heard him speak
came away impressed and inspired by
his ringing sincerity, and his im-
patience with any but men of action.

The Rains

It is good to notice from the news-
?apers that the Madras rainfall is no
onger below the average. The
wonsoon arrived up to time and gave

us one or two dreary days of heavy
rain, necessitating one day’s holiday
for all except the examinees. We all
know how local showers can be, and
how there may be floods in Mylapore
simultaneously with sunshine and
tennis in George Town. And so we
have been eagerly watching to see
whether the clouds have been break-
ing over our new playing-fields at
Tambaram. It is good to see the
greenness spreading over the bare
earth, and to watch the trees in the
Hall gardens putting out new leafy
branches. Tambaram seems to be &
little drier than Madras, but the
monsoon has not neglected it this year.

Contridutions

There has been an increase in the
number of articles submitted to the
Editor this term. We are glad to see
this, and hope that it means that
students are discovering what kind of
contributions are acceptable, and that
anyone with a little imagination and
thought may try his hand. We do
not want our contributors to be too
solemn. It is much harder to write
a really good essay on & bxgo and
difficult subject, and a College
Magazine should rather be a mirror of
student life and social life athome
and in College, )

There is one point which must
strenuously be insisted upon, and
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clearly understood. More than one
article received by the Editor has })een
a slavish copy of something written
by another person. It should be
clearly understood that this sort of
thing is the height of dishonesty ; and
we hope that no students of our
College will descend to such practices.
There is nothing more ‘enjoyable and
exciting than to create something
which is truly one's own, owing
nothing consciously to anyone else.
‘We may borrow, in our reading, from
the great writers whom we look to for
guidance and inspiration, but let us
see to it that our thoughts and our
style are our own.

W hy only prose ?

Where are our poets and our artists?
It is not an easy thing to put one's
thoughts into the language of poetry,
especially when that language is not
one's mother tongue, but surely there
must be many students who read
English poetry for enjoyment, carcless
of the examinations, eager to enter
the world into which the door of poetry
leads them. We do not believe that
there are no such students in this
College ; and we ask them not to be
content until they themselves have
fashioned something beautiful in
words,~—something which can be the
Jest expression of what we feel
ut the world we live in.
And our artists? Is there no one

-
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the back page of his notebook, during
a midday lecture ? No one who, seeing
something ironical or ridiculous, tries
to put it down on paper, however
crudely ? We know of several students
draw with considerable
learn to look about
ir eyes open for the

material for thei

College. Black and white drawings
in Indian ink are easily reproduced.
See that they are not too small, and
that the lines are bold, not §mudg9d.
And then get busy, putting into line
your impressions of College life—if you
have ever found any humour in it,

Cosmic Rays

Mr. Kibble writes for us the follow-
ing note on & recent lecture given in
College by Dr. Naher:—

Some years ago the existence of
gome highly penetrating radiation was
detected by the continual occurrence
of ionisation (or ¢electrification’)
in the air. The fact that it occurred
equally during the day and at all
times during the night indicated that
the radiation did not come from the
sun nor from any such groups of stars
as those in the Milky Way. It 'was
found to penetrate through several
hundred fect of the water of a lake, or
into the carth. A penetrating power
so much greater than that of X,-L:a,ys,
or the Gamma-rays emitted by radium,
etc., indicates a wave-length for the
radiation over a million times as
ghort as X-rays, and about a thousand
mllion times as short as visible light
(with a wave-length about a ten-
thousandth part of & millimetre).

But it has been found that though
the radiation is the samec at all times
of day, its intensity decreases with
increasing distance from the earth's
magnetic poles, and this shows that
it must consist in part at least of
swiftly-moving charged particles, and
not wholly of short-wave ¢light’.
It has been possible to demonstrate
the deflection of the particles 1n an
intense magnetic field in a laboratory,
a deflection so slight in the mosb
intense fields as to show a velocity
considerably above 99 per cent of the
velocity of light.
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Any such radiation, whether
streams of particles or light will
produce secondary radiation as it
passes through the earth’s atmosphere,
and one of the main objects of research
in this subject is to discover the
nature of the primary radiation which
enters the atmosphere,

We are grateful to Dr. Naher for
the lecture he gave in the College on
the research he has been doing in
Madras recently. He has sent up
nstruments which measure the inten-
sity of this radiation, in balloons, one
of which reached a height of about
100,000 feet, where the atmospheric
pressure is less than 2 per cent of that
at sea-level. It is a great thing to
design an instrument so light that
itcan be carried to those great
heights.

He finds that the intensity of
the effect increases as the balloon
rises, up to about 40,000 feet, and
thereafter ~ decreases. Presumably,
above that height the production of
secondary radiation is. greater than
the absorption of primary radiation.
But in more northerly latitudes, that
18, nearer the magnetic pole, the
Intensity goes on increasing up to the
greatest heights, that the balloons
have reached.

Some Recent Additions to the Library

1. History AND EcoNomics
Fisher, H. A. L.
Hamilton, M.A.
Livingstone, R. W. (Ed.).
Myers
Trevelyan, G. M.
G. D. and M. L. Cole

Europe .. F.819
Darling, M. L Wisdom and Waste in the Punjab T

Village LT BO812
Lindsay, A. D. Christianity and Econorgies .+ ... F. 817
Shirras, G. F. Poverty and Kindred ¢#/Ecfnomic

Problems in India..;. .. F.818

The whole effect is a very small
one; an average of about one particle
crosses & square centimetre at sea-
level per minute. [The number of
atoms in a cubic millimetre of air is
about a thousand million million.]
One reflects that a hundred years ago
the effect on a magnetic needle of a
moving wire with an electric current
was thought a slight effect, of aca-
demic interest. It has led on to all
the theory of electromagnetism, and
to the vast use made today of electric
power. One wonders what a hundred
years from now may be the outcome
of the most careful study of even the
minute effect of the Cosmic Rays.

Vacation

We find from our dictionary that
& vacation means a * making void or
empty.” This seems to be a rather
unfortunate suggestion, if we apply it
to our holidays, or to our brains
during the holidays. It certainly
does not describe the vacation of the
U.T.C. men, to whom we offer our
best wishes, and hope that they - will
maintain their high reputation for
cfficiency and bard workand keenness.
To them and to all our readers we
wish a good holiday and a happy
New Year.

New Governiments in Europe . B. 1812
Greek Legends ... B. 1309
The Pageant of Greec . B. 1308
History of Rome B. 1324

Garibaldi and the mt;..l;in of Ita,l;'.. B. 1325
The Intelligent Man’s

eview of
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2. ENGLISH LITERATURE

Brown and Forrest (Eds.

Edmunds, E. W,
Jones, H.

Mill, J. 8.
Murray, J. M.
Squire, J. C.
Cousin, J, W,

Taylor, W. D.

The Letters of Dr. Johnson
... Shelley and his Poetry

Religious Teacher...
Autobiography
Shakespeare e
Shakespeare a8 & Dramatist _
Biographical Dictionary of English

Literature

... H.2334
. H. 2321

Browning as a Philosophical a?fl . 2340
. H. 2861

J. 264

J. 256

F. 219

Jonathan Swift: A Critical Study. D. 516

3. PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION

Barnes, E. W.
Kirkpatrick, E. A,
Legge, R. G.

MacMurray, J.
Dewey, J.
Baillze, J.
Temple, W.
Lyman, E. W,
Webb, C. C. J.
Whitehead, A. N.
Whitehead, A. N,

... 'The Philosophy of Communism ...

... Scientific Theory and Religion

... Mental Hygiene for effective living.
... Christian Theism in Contemporary
-0 thought .
.~ A Common Faith ...

... And the Life Everlasting
... Nature, Man and God R
... The Meaning and Truth of Religion
... Religion and Theism
... Adventures of Ideas

... Nature and Life

COLLEGE CHURCH

Preachers in lCollege Church for the Second Term

September 27
October 4
i1} 11
s 18

”» 25
November 1
” 8

” 15

» 22

” 29

Rev. J. R. Macphail. ‘
Rev. D. F. Wolfenden.
Rev. R. 8. Macnicol.

Rev. Gordon Matthews.
Mr. W. F, Kibble.

Mr. E. J. Bingle

Mr. K. K. Jacob.

Rev. T. G. Koshy.

Rev. T. R. Foulger.

Mr. G. C. Martin.

YpEEEwEoY W

921
922

928
926
586
5856
588
591
593
684
594

COMPETITION

There were many entries for our
Competition, showing that quite a
number of students sre eager that the
new balls should be well-named. Yet
in spite of what was said in our last
188ue about the suitability of names,
very few entrants seemed to be
able to think of three names which
should be appropriate and well-
matched. There were many Indian
names suggested, but these were not
often appropriate. Thyagaroya, for
example, and Durga are not in any
way connected with our College, or
with education. Gurukulis g general

this name ? Santiniketan, if used,
would not please our fellow-students
in Bengal.

There were some who seemed to be
thinking of cinemas, rather than
places of education: we were recom-
mended by entrants to name a Blue
hall, a Minerva hall, a New Town
hall. Others who suggested Cosmo-
politan hall were forgetting that this
would imply that the other halls were
not to be cosmopolitan. Several
competitors, realising the significance
of 1937, were eager for such names as
Centenary, Durbar and King Edward,
But after all, it is the centenary of
ght;lCollege, and not of one particular

all.

It was this matching of names
which was most difficult. Some gave
very neat trios, and suggestions such
as Jaya, Dharma, Santi, or Kambar,

Appar, Boyar had this merit that they
were short and similar in form.
Several entries gave the names of
present and former professors of the
College ; and there is much to be said
for such a choice, for such names are
written in the foundations of those’
beautiful buildings that await us at
Tambaram. The trio Meston, Moffatt,
Theodore very mnearly won the prize
because it had the virtue of commem-
orating three builders of the College,
of signifying the brotherhood of India
and.Britain, and of being concise and

“homogeneous.
term: has not each Hall g right to

We>have decided, however, to
award the prize to K. N. 8. Sarma,
Class IV for three historic names
which recall the greatness of India
and which are neat and clear,

CHERA
Crora
Panbpya.

These names seem best to fulfil the
conditions of our Competition, and are
well-matched and short.

It may be as well to add that these
are not the names which will even-
tually be used for the halls. The
purpose of this Competition was to
draw suggestions not only for hall
names, but for names of buildings,
roads, theatres and other localities
which need to be suitably labelled.
This purpose has been fulfilled, and
of the hundred or so names received
we shall certainly take some into use
at Tambaram.



THE WIDER ARENA

In inaugurating this page in the
Magazine giving news of old students
and their achievements in public life,
it is fitting that we should record
with pride the recent service done by
Sir K. V. Reddi Naidu, as Acting-
Governor of the Madras Presidency ;
and also the work of Dr. Lakshmana-
swamy Mudaliar, who as Vice-
Chancellor of the University, is bring-
ing his wisdom and experience to
bear upon the problems of education.

We should be grateful if any
students, past or present, who know
of such items of interest as are
chronicled below, would communicate
these to the Editor at any time. We
are anxious, with the co-operation of
our friends, to make this a regular
feature of the Magazine.

K. M. Rajagopalan, B.A. (Hons.),
(1929-82), was successful in the
recent Indian Civil Bervice Examina-
tion, held in September.

G. C. Arya (1932-34) has won a
Government Scholarship enabling

him to go to London for & course in
Flying.

Miss C. Meenakshi, M.A. (1929-81)
was awarded the Madras University
Pa. D. Degree in August, for a thesis
on ‘Bocial Administration under the
Pallavas .

Miss V. Paranjothi, M.A. (Philo-
sophy) was awarded the Madras
University Pr.D. degree in August
for a thesis on ‘S8aiva Siddhanta
Philosophy’. She has since been
appointed as a professor in the
Isabella Thoburn College, Liucknow,

T. Tharyan, B.A. (1933-36) has

been gazetted as & Lieutenant in the
Travancore Army.

Albert Jesudasan (1923-25) was
successful in being elected a8 8
Councillor in the recent Corporation
elections.

M. S. Samuel, B.A. (Hons)
(1932-35) has been appointed as &
lecturer in English in the Hislop
College, Nagpur.

N. Kesava Panikker, B.A. (Hons.)
(1930-33) graduated M. Sc. at the
recent Madras University Convoca~
tion, having done research in Zoology.

Victor Paranjoti §1927—29) has
been appointed as Director of Pro-

. grammes, Indian States Broadcasting

Service, Delhi.

M. Srinivasa Rao (1932-34) won
the V. Bhashyam Aiyengar Medal for
Hindu Law, and the R. Lakshmi-
narasa Reddy Medal in the Law
College.

M. K. Alexander, M. A, (1934-36)
has been appointed as a lecturer 1D
Oriental Philosophy in Howard
University, U.8.A.

K. M. Srikantha Reddy, B.A., B.Sc.
(Lond.) Econ. has been appointed

probationary Asst. Income-tax Officer,
Nellore.

I. 8. A. Jesudian, B. E. (Bishop
Heber College, 1923-26) has been
appointed 8hift Engineer in the

India Sugars and Refineries Factory,
Hospet.

——

MAGIC

If you were brought up in early
childhood, as I was, on the kind of
literature known as ¢ fairy stories,’ the
word ‘magic’ probably still arrests
you with some sensation of thrill. In
those tales there was always a magic
sword by which the fairy knight
could win all his battles, or a magic
carpet on which to fly safely and
gently wherever fancy willed, or a
magic mirror in  which far-distant
events could be seen, or a magic ring
by which some powerful genie could
instantly be summoned to aid.
‘ Magic’, in fact, opened up a new and
marvellous world in which every wish
could be instantly gratified. There

was fearsome magic as well, as when *

the wicked fairy turned the handsome
prince into a horribié monster. That
gave an added spice to the thrijll.
Perhaps you were not brought up on
this particular kind of nursery tale,
but in the folk-tales of nearly all
peoples there are elements of this
kind—wizards and witches, spells,
mantras, magical arts by which
astonishing things can be made to
happen.

From this world of fantasy the
anthropologist comes to study magic
a8 an actual reality which occupies
an important place in the lives of all
the races of men whom we ocall sav-
age or uncivilized, and exists in not
inconsiderable fragments among many
who boast of civilization. By magic
is meant rites and processes intended
to produce an effect in a ¢ supernatu-
ral * manner by some mysterious power
believed to be resident in the practi-
tioner himself or inherent in the objects
or processes employed. It is distin-
guished from religion in that the desired

effect is not thought to be dependent
on the will of some superior Being or
beings who are worshipped or propiti-
ated ; but like primitive religion it is
surrounded by an atmosphere of awe
or mystery, and among primitive men
magic and religion are often inextri-
cably mixed.

Magical arts are of an immense
variety, but it is possible fo group
many of them into certain broad
classes. A very large class is known
as imitative or homeopathic magic,
since into the examples of this class

.there seems to enter the element of

imitation of the result desired. To
begin with a simple instance, in the
islands off the coast of New Guines,
in order to cause the fruit of the wild
plum to ripen, rounded stones resembl-
ing the plum in shape are placed at
the foot of the trees and at the appro-
priate season these nre painted red.
It is supposed that this assists the
fruit to become red likewise. And, of
course, like a great deal of magic, it
works beautifully. If the stones are
left there long enough the fruit does
become - ripe, and who is to say that
the stones had nothing to do with it ?
In the same way, in some parts of
India, when the seeds are being sown
by the women in the paddy fields they
let their hair hang loose down their
backs, in order that the paddy may
grow luxuriantly and have long stalks.
In these simple instances there is
nothing secret about the magic, but
in the typical case the method of per-
forming the magical process 18 suppos-
ed to be known only to an expert
magician. In many parts of the
world magical processes are carried
out to bring rain when it is needed,
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usually by a ‘rain-maker’' with an
established reputation. In those same
islands off New Guinean the rain-maker
scoops & hole in the ground and lines
it with leaves, and in it places a rough
stone image of & man. Then he
pours a decoction of minced leaves
and water over the image, which is
laid in the hole 80 as to point to the
quarter from which rain is expected.
Earth is heaped over the image and
leaves and shells placed on the mound,
and all the while the rain-maker
utters an incantation in a low voice.
Four large screens of plaited coco-nut
leaves are placed around the hole, to
represent clouds; on the upper part
of each is fastened a blackened oblong
of cloth, to mimic a black thunder
cloud, and coco-nut leaves, with the
leaflets pointing downwards are sus-
pended close by to represent rain. A
torch is ignited and waved over the
mound, the smoke representing clouds
and the flames lightning, while a
bamboo clapper is sounded to imitate
thunder. It is obvious that in this
ceremony an attempt is made to
imitate all the phenomena of & thun-
der shower.

Another example of this kind of
imitative magic, and one which is
very widespread, is the belief that an
enemy may be destroyed or injured,
by injuring or destroying an image
meant to represent him. A North
American Indian who wished to bring
evil on anyone would make a wooden
image of his enemy and run a needle
into its head or heart, or shoot arrows
into it, believing that wherever the
image was pierced the enemy would
experience pain in the corresponding

rt of the body ; while not so0 long ago
1t was believed in out-of-the-way parts
of Scotland that an effective method
of disposing of anyone whom you dis-
liked was to make & wax image of the

person and allow it to melt in front of
the fire (other methods are now em:
ployed |—Ed.). That person would
be seized with a wasting sickness and
die. And again, such magic does
work. If you are of an impression-
able nature and know that so-and-so,
who has a great reputation for skill 1n
such arts, is engaged in sticking piDs
into & model of yourself, you are quite
likely to turn sick and give up the
ghost without further ado. )

A special class of this kind of magic,
known as contagious magic, involves
obtaining some part of the iptended
victim, such as hair clippings or
excreta, or something which has been
touched by him, such as a portion of
his clothing, It is then l;elieveél that
appropriate processes performed over
tlll)x[; pﬁrt will affect the whole. An
Australian native who was suffering
from rheumatism was quite convinced
that the pain was caused by an enemy
sticking pieces of glass into the foot-
prints which he had left in the earth.

8pace will not allow me to mention
many other kinds of magic. Fre-
quently a special form of words—
spell or mantra—must accompany the
magical act, if indeed the virtue does
not mainly lie in such ‘words of
power . Then there is all the host of
charms and amulets, bringers of luck,
or protectors against the ‘evil eye’.
These, by the way, are now turned
out by mass production. I had &
circular only the other day from &
firm in North India, offering me &
marvellous talisman for one rupee
only. It was guaranteed to bring
success in everything from horse
racing to passing examinations!
(Applications from readers for the
address of the firm will not be an-
swered 1)

What is the origin of this almost
universal belief ? Bir James Frazer,
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in that monumental example of fine
literature and bad science, ‘ The
Golden Bough’, suggests that it is
due simply to mistaken ideas of causa-
tion arising from the association of
ideas. The practitioner of magic
argues that ¢ like produces like’, and
that therefore he can bring about any
desired result simply by imitating it.
On this view magic is to be regarded
&8 primitive science, rather than as

primitive religion, Frazer callsit the -

‘ pseudo-science *.  Thisis not an
adequate explanation. There is no
evidence for the existence of such
reasoning among primitive practi-
tioners of magic, and all that we know
of the savage mind suggests that they
do not deal in such abstract philoso-
phical principles as tha ‘ like
produces like’, Moreover, if that
were 80, then the production of a
result by magic would appear to be a
plain case of cause and effect, similar
to any other case of causation, and
indeed Frazer implies that it is so,
On the contrary, magic is looked upon
88 something mysterious and occul,
and s clear distinction is drawn be.
tween a natural and a magical means
of obtaining what is desired. The
primitive cultivator has a consi-
derable practical knowledge and skill
In horticulture, He has knowledge
of the different kinds of soil and the
various cultivated plants, and, above
&ll, of the importance of hard and
accurate work. But when he has
done all that practical experience
dictates, there remains a great realm
over which he has no control. There
are unknown agencies and forces
which one year bestow unwonted
benefits of fertility, making rain and
sun appear at the right moments, and
the harvest yield in abundance. Ano-
ther year again these agencies bring
him bad luck and thwart all his most

strenuous efforts. To control these
forces he resorts to magic, but he
never tries to grow his crops by magic
alone, and he knows quite clearly
whether any process he is employing
18 magical or not. Thus the theory
that magic depends simply on a faulty
idea of causation is indequate, for if
it were so it would be impossible to
distinguish between a natural cause
and a magical.

Let us examine more closely & typi-
cal act of magic. I will take a
simple and widespread example of
malignant magic, that of pointing
the magical dart. A pointed bone or
stick is ritually thrust or thrown in
the direction of the person to be killed
or injured. We have innumerable
recipes, both in oriental and ancient
books of magic and in modern ethno-
graphic descriptions of how such a
rite is performed. But the emotional
setting, the expressions and gestures
of the performer, are seldom described,
If, however, a sorcerer is observed at
work, it is seen that he not merely
points the dart at his victim, but does
80 with an intense expression of fury
and hatred. He has not only to
imitate the act of violence, but also to
reproduce the passion of violence.
The essence of the act, in fact, is the
dramatic expression of emotion.
Magic, as we have seen, is resorted
to when man, engaged in & series
of practical activities comes to a
gap and realises the impotence of
his ordinary knowledge and skill.
Apart from any belief in the efficacy
of magic what does & man under such
circumstances na;;ur?lly dcl) ? Passive
inaction, the only logical course, 18
impossil;le for him. His thwarted
desire grips him all the more strongly,
and drives him to some form of sul
stitute action. The man under the
sway of impotent fury clenches his
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fist and carries out imaginary thrusts
at his enemy, muttering words of
hatred and anger against him. The
hunter disappointed of his quarry
imagines the animal transfixed by his
spear, and breaks out into gestures
mimicking what he desires. Emo-
tionally the substitute action has
some of the value of the real action
to which the emotion would have led
if it had not been thwarted. To the
untutored raind it seems that because
the emotion is thus satisfied the
desired end must somehow be nearer ;
somehow or other the substitute
action must be a means which will
bring the desired result to pass.

The resemblance between such
spontaneous expressions of thwarted
emotion and the rites of imitative
magic is obvious. The latter ate not
the product of reasoning that like
must produce like, but are substitute
actions, which have become stereo-
typed and fixed by tradition. They
have perhaps been originated by parti-
cular individuals in the course of
emotional experiences, followed by
some fortunate coincidence in which
the desired result has actually come
9bout, and therefore have become fixed
In tradition as powerfully effective

means to that end. That the fallacy
does not become exposed is due to &
combination of causes. For one thing,
one positive instance outweighs many
negative ones in the human.n.nnd.
Also the man who could originate
o new ritual, and those who after-
wards preserved and handed down its
secrets, would probably be above the
average in intelligence, and on the
whole more successful in their various
pursuits than their fellows—good evi-
dence in the public mind that they
possess powerful magic. Then, too,
a8 we have seen, where the object
of the magic is & human being it
actually does work on him by the
power of suggestion, and such success
will confirm faith not only in that
act of magic, but in magic in general.
And if an act of magic does fail,
there is always the explanation that
someone else s using a more powerful
magic to the contrary! We must not
be surpriscd, therefore, at the tardi-
ness with which the human mind
becomes emancipated from belief n
it, while recognizing that the magic
of primitive man has no more sub-
stance in it than the fantasies of our
nursery tales.
T. G. P.

ON BEARDS

Last night, I had an interesting
dream. I dreamt that I was an old
man of eighty, mirror-headed, purse-
mouthed (toothless), and  white-
bearded. My grandchild was sitting
on my lap and amusing itself by
stroking my beard which was about &
foot-and-a-half long. I was relating
to him a story of my childhood but
the rascal did not seem to like it. In
the middle of the story, he suddenly
Interrupted me, saying, ‘Grandpa, it
1s funny to have a beard like yours.
Why don’t I have one?’  You
rogue !, sg,ld I, ¢ Can’t you keep quiet
for a while? I will hang you by
your eaxs if you interrupt me.’ Al
ngh’t grandpa,’ he broke in, ¢if you
don’t mind, I shall hold your beard
tightly and you can hang me up by
just standing.” I could not help
laughing. 1 laughed—and awoke.

Itold this dream to  friend of mine
this morning and g discussion on
beards. followed. My friend said, * It
18 curious that one does not like one's
Own manners but wants to imitate
others. Man tries to imitate woman
by shaving his beard and woman tries
to imitate man in dress and habits.
‘ That is quite true’, Iresponded. ‘You
see, it is all due to the ravages of time.
A few centuries ago, it was the fashion
of men to have beards. Not only that.
Any man without a beard was called
& * beardless boy.”’ ¢ Why’, exclaim-
ed my friend. ‘It seems that even
women liked beards in those days. I
read somewhere that the Qucen of
France took the side of the rebels
against her husband—whose name I
don’t remember—for the only reason
that the King appeared before her, one

day, with a shaved chin! However, I
don’t think modern girls like beards.’

Indeed, there is something quite
quaint in beards. I asked myself
many & time, ‘ Why do men only
have beards? What is the beard
intended for ?’ The more I thought
over these, the more I became puzzled.

Probably, the beard has got some
significance. Some people grow it in
order to look grave. Have we not
seen certain native soldiers, policemen
and ticket-checking inspectors in
trams with bushy beards, curling their
moustaches in & most dramatic
fashion? Do we ordinarily find such
solemnity in other persons? Of
course, no. Perhaps that explains the
matter to some extent.

I think there is some holiness con-
nected with beards. The rishis had
it, the Fathers have it and a host of
those whom we style ‘Their Holi-
nesses’ have it. Are beards the cause
of their holiness, I wonder. Who
knows ?

It may be said that certain talents

‘are due to beards. I have heard an

amusing story which I shall relate to
you. It tells how the great rishi,
Narada, lost his beard. Narada was
a good musician and was proud of his
ability as a singer. One day, Lord
Krishna took the form of & small boy
and met the rishi who was on his
way to the palace of Indra, the King
of Heaven. The boy captivated the
heart of the rishi by his humbleness
and simplicity so that the latter was
ready to grant him a boon ; whereupon,
Lord Krishna prayed that he might
be taken to the palace of Indra.
Bound by his promise, the rishi took
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the boy with him under the pretext
that he was his disciple. In the great
hall of Indra’s palace, many Devas
and rishis were assembled. Narada
majestically took his veena and played
& song in praise of the God-king.
The whole group was struck by the
melody of the song. Lord Krishna
next took the veena and played a song
even better than the rishi’s. All were
surprised and looked at each other,
wondering who the child was. Seeing
that, Lord Krishna said, ¢ Oh Devas,
I am the disciple of the rishi, Narada.
If my song has won your appreciation,
the credit goes to my master. For,
see this,’ he said, and holding a hair
in his hand, Lord Krishna continued,
‘ this is a hair of my master’s -beard.
As long as I have this with me,
I shall be able to sing well.  The
rishi’s music is in his beard.’ No
sooner did Lord Krishna finish speak-
ing than the Devas and the rishis
rushed forward and pulled poor
Narada’s beard in order to gaia
the gift of music. Within a short
time, Narada's beard completely dis-
appeared.

Have we not such experiences even
nowadays ? Thomas Carlyle had a
beard. Both Bernard S8haw and Dr.
Rabindranath Tagore have beards.
What can we infer from all this but
that their talents were due to their
beards. But hush—don’t rush up and
pull the poor old men’s— Bernard
t"Slllzm.w'lﬂ and Tagore’s—beards. Spare

em

Certain coloured beards have a

speciality. They denote something
dgixgerogs. I suppose that you have
all heard of Blue-Beard, the wife-
killer and so, I do not say more about
this here. Another type of colpured
beard is the red one. 1t is seen in the
Katha-kali (a Malabar dance) .and
usually, the ‘asura parts’ have it.

Beards have, I believe, superhuman
powers. Who has ever heard, either
in legends or anywhere else, of magi-
cians without beards ? Have we pot
got ample examples of beards baving
magical powers? You all have, I
believe, a faint remembrance of the
fairy tales in which the burning of &
hair of some-one’s beard caused &
spirit to appear and to do some
wonderful things. We all remember,
likewise, Banquo's words addressed to
the witches in Macbeth.

e . You should be
wolnen,
And yet your beards forbid me
to interpret
That you are so.’

This shows that Shakespeare also
believed that no magic could be had
without beards taking a prominent
part in it.

Now, to conclude, are we, mgdern
people, without gravity, wit, holiness,
manliness, supernatural powers and
(thank God if it is true) cruelty or
dangerousness because we have clean-
shaven, creamed, smooth, beautiful
faces ?

P. Kgsava MENON,
Class IV, Gr. I-b.

THE THREE DREAMERS

Krishnan, Subban and Raman were
beggars. They used to meet every
day at 12 p.m. under the great
Banyan tree on the road to Maduran-
thagam from Chingleput which at-
tracts every wandering beggar. They
were very good friends and so they
used to divide their earnings into three
parts, each taking one part.

But it happened one day that all
that they got was not enough even
for one man. They got some cold
rice and some Rasam. Now there
was & problem to solve. The pro-
blem was whether it should be divided
Into three parts or whether it should
be taken by one man. After a hot
debate and much discussion they
came to the conclusion that one
should take the food while the other
two should starve till nightfall when
they might get more food. But who
was to be the lucky person. who
should take the food mow ? Every
one of the three was hungry.and
éveryone needed it very much. At
last they got a solution for this also.
It was proposed by Krishnan., Ac-
cording to that all the three should
go to sleep and he who dreamt the
finest dream should take the rice.
The proposal was welcomed and all
three went to sleep.

After about two hours they woke.
Luckily there was Kuppa Thatha
sitting on a stone when they woke up
and they asked him to judge whose
dream was the best, and he consented
to act as the judge.

Krishnan began, ‘I dreamt a very

" fine dream and it is the best I have

ever dreamt. I went to heaven after
my death and there I was welcomed

by Indra himself. He ran to meet
me and asked me to be seated on a
magunificent throne of gold set up
with emeralds and rubies. The
divine came and danced for me. The
Devas held a splendid banquet in
honour of my coming amongst them.
Brahaspathi composed a song in
which he praised my valiant deeds
while on earth. Agni¢, Varuna and
even Yama were all waiting very
anxiously to catch a glimpse of me
and when they saw me they bowed
so low that their foreheads touched
the ground.

" ¢ After the banquet Indra took me
to Indrans his beautiful consort and
when I was there, Vishnu, Brahma
and Budra, all three of them rushed
into the room to see me and sing my
praises. :

"¢*Now Kuppu Thatha, don't you
think mine is & very good dream ? I
know for certainty, mine will be the
best. I can unfold the bundle and
take the food even now.’

‘Bhut up,’ cried Subbu, ‘why do
you think yours is the best dream ?
If you hear mine you'll not dare say
that again. Now, Kuppu Thatha,
I was a poor man who had not much
to accomplish in this world of ours.
One day I was sleeping on the pial of
& choultry. Suddenly I woke up, for
I heard a lot of noise. The royal
elephant of Ujjain was coming with
a garland in its trunk towards me. It
came and put the garland round my
neck. At once the huge multitude
that followed the animal came and
lifted me up crying, “ Long live our
king”. I was made their king ; for I
was chosen by the royal elephant
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itself on the event of my predecessor’s
death. I was much beloved by my
subjects. I gave my friends Krishnan
and Raman high posts in my court.
‘The Rajahs of different nations
trembled before me. They gave me tri-
bute and made me the emperor of
the large country of Indis. In short
I was the greatest king in my time '
Kuppu Thatha now commented
both the dreams he heard just now
were s0 good that he was not able to
determine which was the better.
¢ Well let's decide it afterwards ;" now
to your dream Ramu,’ he said.
Raman began rather slowly, I was
sleeping under a great Banyan tree
when a very big demon came and
woke me. Then he commanded e
to eat the rice or he would eat e, he
said. I told him that there were two
other companions with me and that
it. was not just that I should take the
rice all for myself. At this the
demon became very angry and cried
out, ““ I am going to eat you if you do
not obey me. Your companions do not
require the cold rice now. Krishnan
18 In_Indrasabha taking food from
the Devas themselves and Subban
is & big emperor who has too much to
eat”. It added, “ You silly, detestable
creature, are you going to obey me or

not? I am going to eat you'. Now

I grew afraid. Yetl had the cour- -

age to ask it to prove whether all
that it said was true. The mnexb
moment I was in heaven. I saw
there Krishnan at the banquet.
called out to him ; but he answere
not. The devil saw this and shouted,
« You see your Krishnan does not take
any heed of you at all. Well, well,
I am going to eat you after I have
shown you Subbu.” L

‘ The next second saw me in Ujjain.
There I saw Subbu in his durbar
with his numerous officers and
quecns around him. I called out to
him ; but he answered me not. 80
the demon took me back to the tree
and ordercd me to eat the rice at least
now. 1t threatened to eat my bead
in my sight if I would not obey his
behest. What clse could I have done ?
I ate the rice.’

* 0, you rascal, did you actually ead
the rice? ' shouted the other two and
they opened the bundle, which was
empty. What else could he, Raman,
have done if a cruel demon (Hunger)
ordered him to do it on pain of
death ?

P. 8. Raman,
Class I, 8rd Group.

AS A NAIR VIEWS IT

It is really a pity that so many of
my profession choose to follow spare-
tyred guys either for the dough in it
or for the supposed dignity of it. For
myself I find & student’s hostel (esp.
one attached to the G. T. College)
better suited to fit me for the hard-
ships of life, by liberally providing
them here, than fooling about with
some moneyed gentleman with a
multiple chin and a ¢corporation.’

My daily duties consist of getting up
earlier than any one else in George
Town (except my fellow-sufferers).
Our students find that the most con-
venient time to roll up luxuriously in
their beds after disturbing till then
the sleep of every other peaceful
citizen in the neighbourhood. But it

is their remarks on our work that is.

more characteristic. Nothing we ever
do seems to be any good to them.

There is always too much powder and

too little milk in the coffee; had we
forgotten to boil the water before
making cocoa with it? It is always
the same with every student. The
pity of it is they all laugh whenever
a;;lybody says anything particularly
silly.

Our greatest trial is during the
nights? I have always wondered
why there was a dinner bell here.
Nobody seems to hear it. They roll
in at their own sweet will. Some are
so devoted to food that they have no
objection to coming in five or ten

minutes before the bell is rung.

Others are more considerate and come
a couple of hours later. I am not
exaggerating, If you know that there
are & number of theatres in this city,
most of them more than two miles

\

away, that the films have an un-
accountable fascination for the
students, you would know that I am
speaking without an iota of exaggera-
tion. They insist upon being served
at whatever ungodly hour they arrive.
We have no alternative but to obey.
But there is another class of this
exemplary society which is more
troublesome. I mean those who
manage to hoodwink the Superinten-
dent and go to the pictures at 9 p.m.
and come back—well, probably you
know when they come back; “we
never could find out since we never
were fully awake when they came.
They bang the door for some time;
at least so they say and complain
later that they invariably succeed in
waking up everybody in the Hostel

“except us, We can't help it. Being
.mortals, we require sleep. Their

efforts are doubled if it happens to be
raining. Even then, if no welcome-
address is presented to them, they
come to our windows, which open
into the street, unfortunately. T
they all line up and sing the Hostel
Anthem :

Mac and Jack went up & hill,

Mac fell down,

And tumbled down.

And Jack came back with some-

thing, something,

and more lines equally irrelevant to the
purpose. Some poetic guy says that
music soothes a savage breast. I can’t
say whether it is because my breast is
not savage or because the quality of
this music is rather different from what
is generally understood by the term
‘music’, it never soothed me. My -
.habit has always been to sit bolt -
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u;;:tigil_t a8 800n as they started on the
o dlng. The next thing I invari-
dooi ix;) tlg:(il run tlelmdly to open the
oor ope that they will

;ulxlg;:f 1:)1; soon :.; the doog i:;pe;?dp

n 1n this Hostel f .
;l;:: na decade but up to th?: dI:;r;
pave a:vtehr known one student coming

&t hour who didn't manage
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to wake up everybody else in the.-.

Hostel. I don’t know how it is with
f,he. students of the other Hostels.

it is the same, they all have my
sympathy.

K. V. 8rintvasa Rao,
Hons. 8, Br. vé

AP-BAH! (A dream)

Some of us were standing on the
terrace, late in the evening. The
tower through which the spiral stair-
case ran, rose about fifteen or twenty
feet above uws. Just at the height,
where the surface of the tower began
to curve into a dome, there ran round
it, & narrow parapet, about nine inches
wide. The tall and swarthy fellow
amongst us defied me to walk round
the tower along the parapet, and bet
four eggs (two crude omelettes)
against my doing it. I accepted the
bet. I was held to be an expert
parapet-walker, and, to my own con-
ceited self, a dare-devil.

Some of them helped me to climb
up to the parapet, and I began to
walk round it. I had almost gone
half round, when I chanced to look
down. More than & hundred feet,
down below was the ground on which
grasses grew and some small trees.
For an instant, I was a dead man,
and began to fall down. Then sud-
denly life dawned in we.

In my fall, I counld justcatch s
glimpse of a fellow who was just
finishing his shave by the window.
A razor gleamed in his hand, and this
made me think of my own, new élec-
trio razor, which I had kept safely
locked up in my box, and with which

I had hoped to shave on the morrow.
All these things happened when I was
passing the window of a room in the
second floor. In another split part
of & second, I was passing the window
of the prayer room in the first-floor.
I could see the organ, the neat and
well-arranged copies of the Bible on
the shelf, and the bell which called
up to prayer every night. Ah! God!
Then I entered upon the last lap of
my fall. When I was & fow feet
above my doom, I saw our general
servant carrying a glass of iced
lemonade on & tray. He dropped the
precious liquid down when he saw me.
< Ah! Frater’ I thought, ¢ when can I
drink another glass of that kind'—

Then a big thump, and I lost myself.
The last words I heard were ¢ Doctor’
and ¢ Telegram ’. '

Horror-struck, I suddenly turned
round and hit my head against the
wall, and my hands could feel my
sweet, soft, pillow. I got up and felt
all the bomes in my body intact.
Ap-bah ! the experience of mipe was
& dream —and was the result of sleep-
ing immediately after loading my
stomach with ‘pilau’ that Saturday
night.

E. B. RABINDRAN,
Class IV,



ANOTHER GREAT WAR?

To-day, we find almost every
country armed or arming itself to the
teeth. Every country is in a state of
alarm, suspicion and uncertainty.
The ‘ Disarmament Conference ’ failed
lox;g ago and now, there are talks
going on between various countries in
their efforts to find possible allies in
the event of their being involved in a
war. These .are all indications of
trouble brewing in the background,
portents of another great clash between
the various nations of the world, It
is true that at present, no.one is will-
ing to strike the first blow but,a clash
(1; ?&ugd to occur if the presept state

' affairs contin ime
of of ues for some time

War pa.s. doubtless, become extreme-
ly horrible now, with the aeroplane
and poison gas in the field. These
two are sgents of the most painful
and  widespread ' destruction, and
naturally, the thought of the calami-
ties of war make men shrink from it
but the unquenchable desire for more
:cEsn boi.fstopped by no obstecles at all,
: vlen the ordinary individual should

eel averse to war, the unquestioned
voice of the ambitious, unscrupulous
dictator has to be obeyed without the
slightest murmur., It is only too true
that the realisation of the horror of
war cannot at all put an end to it.
. To-day, we find Europe divided into
wg great parties—the communists
and the fascists. These two parties
are nrreconcilable enemies and each
Eants to assert itself in the world
ach has been increasing its ltrength.
and persecuting the other whenever
8n opportunity has occurred. The
suppression of the communists in
Tmany with an iron hand is an

instance of this. Till now, however,
this stm%gle has been internal in each
country but now, it is about to assume
an international nature. Almost all
the countries of Europe—excepting
France and Britain, which have
remained democratic—have turned
either communlst or fascist. Russis,
one of the strongest powers now, is
the champion of the communist cause
while the fascist cause has, as its
supporters, Italy and Germany, who,
at present, have made a common front
against Russia.

The last of these preliminary
rounds is the Spanish rebellion. It i#
more than an internal struggle. It i8
the attempt of the fascists to gain
one more ally against Russia in par-
ticular and the other countries in
general. That the hands of fascism,
the hands of foreign powers, were
instruments] in bringing about the
:ibelhqn i"t cle?r l:roxn the facts that

e majority of the people is against
the rebejlion, that the febels ﬁve 8
full supply of the most modern arms
and that the yebel Government has
been recognised. by Italy and Gere
many. It is impossible for the rebels
to have been so successful as they bave
been without either foreign support or
the support of the masses. The hand
of fascism is thus clearly seen in the
Spanish war,

The Spanish rebellion is a clash
between the interests of fascism sad
communism. The rebels are definite-
ly fascist, assisted by fascist Govern-
ments. The Spanish Government is
not, strictly speaking, communist but
naturally, they have to look for sup-

rt from the enemies of fascism.

ear has driven France, and aversion
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to war has driven Britain into & non-
intervention pact into which other
powers—Germany, Italy, Portugal and
Russia—have entered just to oblige
them, Perhaps the rebels have enough
supplies to win the war, or the
fascists rely on their ability to render
help secretly or hold the fact as &
mere farce. Anyhow, the fact, if
enforced for some time more, is & vir-
tual stifling of the Spanish Govern-
ment and should they come out of the
war victorious, help has to come soon
enough from some quarter or other.
Otherwise, another fascist triumph
will be the result, probably to be
followed by more. Each drop of
rain is by iteelf a mere nothing but
when many such drops gather to-
gether, a mighty lake is formed, even
the sight of which inspires awe and
fear.

Will Russia, then, come to the res-
cue of Spain, forsaken by. France and
Britain? If it will, in what form
will help be rendered? If Russia

intervenes in the war, what will,

Germany and Italy do? Will they
help the rebels in & more effective
way—with men? These are vital
questions that are puzzling the
statesmen of every country, but at the
present moment, they are unsolvable
riddles. '
It is possible only to make wild
guesses on the situation. We can
guess that most probably, Russia will
soon come to the rescue of Spain

either with war materials or even
men. Such help, if it turns the tide
in favour of the Government forces,
will evoke more help on the part of
the fascist countries and perhaps
slowly, perhaps speedily, these coun-
tries will be drawn into the conflict,
thus starting & fierce, desperate
struggle between fascism and com-
munism. These are, however, only
wild guesses made on the assumption
of Russian intervention—a very likely
event in case Madrid holds out—and
that Madrid will hold out for some
more time, for the fall of Madrid ie
the sign of the triumph of the fascists
and the end of the war.

We have, therefore, before us a
vision -of another great war, more

" dreadful than the war of 1914 but

how wide the war will spread, if the
vision comes to be realised,” and what
its after-effects will be, it is impos-
sible even to guess. It might result in
the end of communism or the end of
fascism or the end of both, which will
mean the liberation of the world from
these two un-wanted, un-democratio
forces which drag men into virtual
slavery, and the host of oppressive
dictators.

P, VENUGOPAL,
Hons. IV, Br. 1.

~



ANTS

In the drowsiest part of the after-
noon, when you are composing your-
self to moist and fitfal slumber and
something bites you in one of the
tenderer spots of your body, your
first reaction is to capture the little
intruder between finger and thumb,
and crush it. But stop a moment,
consider that this little ant is worthy
of your sttention. While man, having
his origin less than a million years
8go, 18 on the lower rungs of the
evolutionary ladder, ants which have
been found fossilised in Baltic Amber
prove that they had almost reached
their present state of development
about thirty million years ago, and
possibly, were in existence a hundred

million years ago. Marx, Lenin and.

Stalin have just ushered in a sort of
semi-socialism. Ants have been ‘ most
successfully social ’ since the back-of-
beyond in time,

Ants are comparatively long-lived
creatures. Lord Avebury had two

queen ants which lived for 14 and 15.

years reapecti_vely. The record for
& queen ant is 17 years. But what
18 more surprising is that though the
queen lays eggs almost continuously
throughout her life, she is fertilised
but once—on her first and last
nuptial flight. After this flight she
descends, ﬁngis & convenient hollow,
sheds her wings, and devotes herself
to her lifework.  She starves till the
first eggs are hatched. The larve
which emerge she feeds with her
saliva, and they in turn feed her with
their secretions. After g ¢ pupe’ stage
these emerge a8 full-fledged workers
though dimunitive in size. These at

- once take upon themselves the res-

N

ponsibility of feeding the queen and
the larve, _and tending the eggs.
Th.ey are literally ¢born workers '
Without the slightest training they

are highly skilled nurses, maids-of-
all-work, foragers, and warriors.
These workers have been known 0
live for 6 or 7 years, barring accl-
dents, and given suitable conditions.
The workers have their hands full.
The eggs have to be shifted carefully
from place to place according to the
conditions of temperature and mois-
ture. They have also to be constantly
licked, in order to hatch. The
larvee are fed on cut-up insect meat
or on ‘Honey-dew ', and the other
half-digested food of the ants. They

are cleaned every few hours and fond- .

led. Then, the stage of evolution
reached is so high that the perfect
‘imago’ or insect, cannot emerge
from its ¢ pupa * without outside help.
The cocoon is bitten open, and the
imago is helped out very gently and
carefully by the workers. It is then
washed, brushed and fed, much like
a human baby. But almost immedi-
ately these ¢ new-born ' ants help the
veterans at their work. They do not
leave the nest for a few days, for
their skins are still tender, but after
that they also go out on foraging
expeditions, with the others.

Ants specialise in *Division of
Labour’. A nest usually consists of
three main types. The queens—there
may be more than one—the males or
drones, and the workers. The first
two are mainly for the purpose of
reproduction. They do little else in
the nest. It was not to the drones
that Solomon referred when he said,
‘ Go to the ant, thou sluggard'. The
workers are by far the most numer-
ous. They are really a sort of neuter
sex, of sterilised females. But some
of them have been seen to lay eggs—
but these produce only male ants.
These are the preservers of the nest,
it the others can be called the pro-

- than the smallest.
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ducers. Their chief work is the feed-
Ing of the whole society. But even
among the workers there are different
types and sizes, the largest sometimes
being many hundreds of times larger
A Imagine dwarfs
the size of one’s hand working with
us 1n our world! Besides some
develop large heads with powerful
jaws, which are suited to soldiers, or
guards and guides Others remain

within the nest, while still others.

devote themselves to foraging for food.
The mess arrangements of ants are
peculiar. A few foragers visit the
source of food and swallow as much
a8 possible, like our ¢ Rice-killers’. But
all this food passes only into the crop,
where it is partially digested. The
stomach which opens out on the crop
then absorbs a fraction of this food,
which that ant requires for itself.
The remainder is distributed to the
other members of the colony : queens,
males, workers and larvee. These
come, protrude their tongues and at
the same time stroke the fortunate one
with rapidly vibrating antenne. A
drop of food is then regurgitated from
the crop and passed into the other’s
mouth. A few such visits and distri-
butions suffice to feed the whole com-
munity, If the source of food is
coloured, say with aniline, soon the
crops of all the ants are also coloured
blue. Some of the ant-parasites live
by nipping in between the feeder and
the fed at the moment when the food
is being passed, and carrying it off.
Even the larvee contribute to the
common stock. After being fed by
the workers, they secrete some liquid
on their bodies which is eagerly lick-
ed up by the workers—a novel method
of ensuring the love of the parent for
the child. It is as though the workers
rovide the bread and butter and the
arve, the cake,

When I went to see one of my
Malayalee friends the other day, 1
noticed & paper-bagful of fried banana
chips hanging by a piece of twine
from the mosquito-net fittings of his
cot. This device was, I beligve to
keep the ants away—but it did not.
There seems to be an idea that ants
have very good sight. But in fact,
they are very short-sighted, and
almost blind, compared with other
insects. It is their acute sense of
smell which enables them to find
their objective. They recognise ene-
mies by their smell. Hach nest
imparts a particular odour to its
inhabitants, Ants from another nest
will not be ‘allowed to enter theirs.
Pheir cheif sénse organs are their
amtennsm, In these are combined &
variety of functions which we can
hardly imagine in any one organ. It
enables them to distinguish shape,
gize, colour, shading and solidity as
well as smell. One touch of the
anténne will decide on a battle-field
whether the other is a friend or
foe. Uniforms and Dbattle-cries are
dispensed with.

nts do not often get lost. In spite
of their short-sightedness they are
able to move about with safety.
They have a way of orientaling
themselves with their immediate
environment by smell, in which
established trails would be some guide.
It was Lord Avebury who found that
their direction is guided by the direc-
tion in which light falls upon them.
«If, for instance, a solitary questing
ant is imprisoned under & box for
three hours and the box is taken off,
it sets off in a direotion which
deviates from its original line by the
same angle through which the sun
has travelled during its imprisonment
—in this case 45°." (Julian Hux-
ley) In artificial nests ants can be



78

completely tricked by shifting the
source of light. Besides this when
an ant is tricked into following a false
direction on its homeward way by
being imprisoned for some time, it
stops its straight unhesitating march
when it has travelled a distance,
which, had it been moving straight
homewards, would have brought it to
the vicinity of the nest, and begins to
quest about in all directions. It has
o sense of distance. It is as if it
assured its paces or carried an auto-
matically registering pedometer as
part of its equipment.- el

Ants sometimes show uncann
intelligence. H. W. Bates, ‘The
Naturalist on the Amazon ’, tells how,
when some South American ants.
found that large numbers of them?
were squashed by trams, since their’
path lay over a tram-line, they
tunnelled beneath the rails. Bates
stopped up the tunnels. But the
ants struck work till new tunnels
were made. Ants imprisoned in trees
by & band of tar or bird-lime smeared
round the trunks, have been observed
to build bridges of sand and twigs
across the barrier, or let themselves
drop from the branches. Another
naturalist describes how he out a
slit in & nest of leaves. Some of the
workers took hold of the two severed
edges on the outside, and forced them
together, while other workers inside
brought the larve from their apart~
ments. Then they rubbed the f:ces
of the larva across the slit. The
highly glutinous saliva of the larves,
which they were thus forced to smear
on the opening, sealed it firmly,
Their social organisation does not
seem to object to child-labour |

Bome species have peculiarities of
their own. The ‘ Parasol ’ ants, cut
Pleces of leaves from certain trees,
and carry them into their nest, There
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they arrange the leaves in & large
underground bed, ingeniously con-
nected with the ‘upper air’ by air-
holes and vents to provide ventilation
and moistare, As the organic matter
begins to moulder, & network of fine
mushroom fungus springs up on the
bed, the seeds being introduced by the
ants. Early in the growth of the
fungus, by sowme means or other the
ants make the fungus grow into bul-
bous stems, like cauliffiower. This
forms their staple diet. These are
pure agriculturists,

Nor are cattle farmers absent.
Some species exploit the little aphides
or plant-lice as ¢Ant-cows’. The
aphides are adept at sucking the sweet
sap from plants which the ants can-
not get at use of their horny jaws-
But these wasteful creatures utiliee
only a fraction of the sugary solution
which the imbibe all day long, exud-
ing the excess. The frugal ant of
the proverb collects the exuded matter
deposited on the plants. But not

content with that they also ¢milk’ -

the aphides by stroking them with
their antennes, when the cows exuds
& drop of the solution. The eggs of
their ¢ cows ' are carried to their nest,
where they hatch. The ants feed
and tend the larve of the aphides
with solicitous care. When the tiny
animals emerge in the following
spring, they are taken by their mis-
tresses and placed in plant-pastures.
Sheds of earth are often built over the
‘cows’, and oovered passages leading
to them, the doors ing made too
small for the exit of the aphides.
That all this complicated procedure
should be instinctive, seems remsark-
able. Here is exploitation par
excellence.

The common harvester ant stores
soeds and grain, but the ¢ honey-dew
eaters in arid regions must needs
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store liquid food. The manufacture
of jars and vessels being beyond them,
they do the next best thing, They
convert the workers themselves into
honey-pots. The species has a very
distensible crop. The foragers feed &
few of the others constantly, without
allowing them to pass on the food.

. The result is that soon their stomachs

expand into a large spherical bag,
full of food. These animated honey-
jars hang by their claws, side by side
in special store rooms ! When neces-
sary they are made to regurgitate the
food by stimulation in the usual
manner with the antenne. Thus
the whole colony is sustained. =
In spite of their long ‘civilisation
some species of ants still go to war,
and make slaves. Whole battalions
march with great speed to an enemy
nest ; which is usually of an inferior
species. They then attack and drive
off the defenders who try to carry
away with them their larve and
pupm. But the chief object of the

" raid is to secure as many of ‘these

larvee and pupe as possibl.e; for the
larves suppll)ypthe delicacies of ant
diet, and the pupe will later produce
workers which can be used as slaves.
These slaves do all the work of the
nest while their masters and mis-
tresses go on raids. Some of these
slave owners have reached the stage
where they can no longer fend for
themselves, and die of starvation if
deprived of their slaves.

Iz;mtns take in guests—but they must
be paying guests! Often quite &
num%er of beetles and otther 1:3:;0&,
much larger than the ants ar
found ingthe nests. These beetles
develop certain glands on the abdomen
which secrete sugary juices. In re-
turn for the privilege of licking ng
these juices the beetles are fed an
housed by the adts, Cases have

observed where their own larve
]m: been neglected by the nurses
in favour of the guest, on the pml::m.
ple that chocolate cake 18 better than
pla"l‘ull:.e social organisation is run quite
on modern lines, Cleanliness 18
secured by each ant. It lies in a
passive posture while another alnt
cleans and brushes it thoroughly.
They seem to enjoy these baths as
much as we do. Their normal period
of sleep is about three hours. But
they sometimes work for eight hours
at & -stretch, when work is pressing. .
Nor is recreation, the .va.lue of whic
is so much emphasised among us
. to-day, forgotten by these tiny crea-
tures. .Ope can scarcely 1magine
these serious and industrious insects
.at play; but they have been scen to
" chase each other in a rollicking game
of ¢ Liast Touch ' or to engage in mock
battles as our boxers a.pd wrestlers
do. This puts the finishing touch to
the similarity of their organisation to
gome which are current to-day.

But this parallel must not be push-
ed too far. It is true that had ants
been able to develop into much larger
creatures than tpey are at present,
they may have hindered the progress
of the vertebrates, and of man conei-
derably. It seems however that they
cannot progress much furtber. In
fact it has been shown that at pa.rté-
cular periods they have deteriorated,
and then regained their present stage.
While, before man lies an a.lmosti:
endless vista of progress throug
which he can proceed. Yet while we
are so wholly occupied with our-
selves, let us realise that there :.;e
marvels in Nature which, to say the
least, are astounding,

‘ 8. P. APPASANY,
Class 111, Group iv-B,



RANDOM REFLECTIONS

I have had for & long time a feeling
that it does not require the assistance
of people all the world over for the
making of individual happiness. I
called myself versatile, Every com-
fort that moneyed parents could give
was mine. This, o course, I regarded
88 my rightfal dus, I conld sing; and
my friends told twe that I did'it well.
It did not enter my thick head to

think how I should have felt if they :

did not. 8o I lived on, never doubte
ing my own capacity for hap
individual existence and thought that
others would be much better off if
they also were egoists like Iayself
instead of being ashamed of confessing
to themselves their individuality.

I think I had been lMiving in a
fool's paradise. Not that I was mis-
taken in my view of individual
bappiness ! On the contrary I shall
hold I am right. But it suddenly
came to light that I wag not capable
of it. It came to me the firs day 1
- was obliged to epend alone. I had no

oricket, no friends to talk to and be
jovial with, T felt like 8 camel, I
looked out of the window. It was
broad_ daylight. The humaram of
the city was at ite height and i
resounded in my egrs. Still I aid
not know‘,it.. waa there, I way con-
scious €7t as of & distant second
consclousness. This was absurd ag it
wes, It8'was {o be worse. I saw people
going ‘out—probably for a dip in the
Bea Ok {o visit friends. I had none
of thesetgx;(ts‘.* I conld not sing, for

my own voice startled me into that

melancholy sense of loneliness thab
enveloped my entire being. 1t is &
terrible, terrible thing to be alone.
I bad college to attend, but no mind
todo go. If I did, I do not know
what would have happened. I was
sure it would have been for the worse.
Perhaps, I was mistaken, perhaps,
I was not. .

*For all that, I was wholly passive
like & disabled serpent. I am cursed
with too much imagination even to
sink into ready slumber—aeven to be
passive. At the slightest provocation,
whirr went my thought, with it my
heart and, as I saw, chences of
relieving myself. 1 felt more miser-
able to feel that I could reach my
ideal,

My room was vacuous enough.
Yet it was full of ghosts, _Every
material thing in it was stiff and
stand-offisch. How could I charge
them with not caring for me—those
unlively things? A sparrow on the
window sill looked at me and I
thought it wondered why I should
have been &0 stark mad as not
to be a sparrow mysell and soar
merrily through the air. I had not
heart enough to chase the thing
away. For a time it made me
vecollect myself and I was reminded
of a friend very much like a SpArrow,
but whose hair looked like res) bair
8nd not a sparrow’s nest. She stood
before me calm and pitying and
looking like & little poem. She
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seemed to talk to me and comfort me.
8he had light green garment, very
thin—1 forget how she wore it. Bhe
hada broad face and the queerest thing
about her was that she had a pair of
Bpectacles on. How on earth she
¢dme to possess them I could not
understand. But all the same they
did not look incongruous. A statue
she was with flowing garments. To
%all her a fairy would have been much

vulgar, as she was not like one.
Bhe had a thin, rather broad, mouth
and was troubled. But the most
striking feature was the air of motherly
Compassion about her. Could it be
my mother long since dead ? O, yes,
of courss. And simultaneously with
the revelation came a wonderful light
into her eyes. She was all radiant

with smiles. I did not move towards .

her. I did not change my uncom&
fortable attitude even. Sleep close
upon me just as the poet describes.

«......tird eyelids upon tir'd
Aneg ::ill my mother stood smiling
me. ‘ ey [
beg);: would never cease smxlmg,etxlt
seemed to me, and then she IOV he;
She came ta me. ‘FPachul :he
whispered in my ear—that 18
name by which I am called at home‘i
I was in a semi-conscxous;stutq an
she said she would be my sister mt me
pext birth as then she would z}g :
obliged to die long before Idi Hor
thought it was a splendid idea. ?n
name, she continued, would begl
with an ‘M’ as it was the beg.mt:iu;g
of the -word * Mother.' I decide
hili. )
c?\lll":reel;inefﬁ mother, till our re-
union. '
" @. K. PARTHASARATHY,
(I11, B.8ec.)




'CAN SNUFF NATIONALISE INDIA?

_Though a man is apt to desert his
kith and kin through sheer difference
of opinion, he cannot bear to enter-
i&m the idea of deserting his snuff

X,

It is always natural, that the in-
creasing popularity of a man tends to
shorten the length of his name.
Thus, the long name of Sri Bala
Gangadhera Tilagar is popularly
remembered as ¢ Syee Thilagar™.
Even the name of Sri Gopala Krishna
Gokhale was changed to ' Gokhale.
More or less in the same manner ‘the
fame of snuff has brought it down
from the name of ¢ Poghaiyilai Podi’
to what they call ‘Podi.’ It has
undergone some kind of Vamanava-
thar of Hinda mythology.

If the snuff is found to be im-
properly blended it is neither its
mistake nor the mistake of its manu-
facturer. It is because its user hag
become accustomed to it. In this
connection, I like to narrate a story
to you probably narrated by my
grandmother before her marriage.

‘Once a daughter of a fisherman
was by some kind of ill-luek married
to the son of & perfumer. She could
not bear the horrible smell of the
perfumes for the first few weeks and
Wwas contented to hold the basket, used
by her during her early fishing expedi-
tions, under her nose and smile awhile
under its pleasing effect. Cooper has
emphasised, that time is but s thief
and true to the word he was a thiet
irf. ber case also. As time passed on
she. grew accustomed to the unbear-
able smell of the perfumes, She
then said that it was as pleasing as

her fishing basket which afforded her
a timely knap.’

Its effect may be seriously noted by
the man who is & beginner in the art
of snuffery. Just have a look at him
when he first applies it to his nose.
He gives way to hundreds of sneezes
and even wishes it to the devil.
Everything becomes uninteresting and
commonplace after its long use.

Therefore if the use of snuff appa-
rently plays no part in stimulatmg
oyr nose, it must be entirely neglecte
for at least a couple of hours. Then,
its blend will be 1n the limelight.

Bome do not like the idea of having
their snuff in & ‘Mattai’ but have
for it a nice box made of silver or
gold. What is more striking is the
fine and noble array of rubies and
diamonds set on it. It is all for pride.
It gives way to it. Just imagine the
8cene, when he opens it in a company
of. friends, who with their mouths
wide open beckon to each other of the
greatness and nobility of the pre-
wmentioned dandy. It will be still
more exhibited if he just gives a tap
or two to centralise and draw the
attention of his on-lookers. The
author of all this vanity will certainly
rse in the estimation of others if he
takes a pinch of snuff and lets half
fa}l on his clothes, a part of it to enter
his nose and the remainder let off to
be as chaff for the wind, Only then
will his dependants or on-lookers talk
of him as using a three-pie worth of
snuff per day.

It either a person wants to be-
friend another or wants to open &
conversation he begins by saying,
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o
Will you let me enj i
joy & pinch of
your muff?’ or what is mgre com-
:o;n, yee, will you please present
ha & pinch of snuff ?' Then after
Ving & good suck of it through his
Dose and down bis throat, just as
y suction pump draws in water,
:‘gd wiping the lucky part left on
h.° oulskirts of his nose off with
18 dirty piece of cloth initialises the
Gonversation.
Often we must not be led away by
e idea of enjoying at others' cost.
hose who present us s pinch of snuff
Wil at the same time turn out to be
those culprits who want to enslave us,
1 us into the habit if we are
ers in that art and gain some-
thing by their trick.
The fame of snuff is widespread’
and it is in the nose of all who love 1t

Just as a stranger is satisfied with &'

tambler of water or a help, & pinch of
snuff will give him the same amount
of satisfaction. It will also render
good ideas to the downcast.

However great a man may be,
however learned he may be, his vast
knowledge vanishes in & moment
when he has not got a pinch to apply
to his nose if he i1s au adept in that
art, Nothing will come within the
reach of hie mind. But just picture
him when he is able to earn a pinch
and the large fleld of his intellect laid
out before him looking spick and span.
His laziness leaves him and he
becomes lively. At that time, he can
even write a hundred pages on &
subject for he discovers enough
material for it. Ob! What a lot does
that pinch do!

If we at any time sneeze after &
draught of enuff in the presence of
many of our friends it will only serve
to deteriorate our position. They will

-talk of us as having no experience at

it. They will think of us in & mean

- this respect

sort of way. DBesides, they will not
offer us any of their so-called rever-
ence. Will there be any further
lowering in our life than this?
. It those who eay that India is suf-
fering from differences in religion,
increase the habit of using enuff in
the large body of our people, they will
indeed sucoeed in their nationalisin
efforts. Differences in religion wil
st oncé disappear. Even a brahmin
will request Exr & pinch of snuff from
a sudra, Once, I saw a brahmin,
scolding a ‘feller’, probably a low caste,
and thus leading him off to & place,
whete tone could notice bim. Then
he said, ‘ will you please give me a
pinch ‘¥ snuff?' and oontinued,
*excusé ne for my roughness,’ so
saying he stuck it up in his nose and
walked off. Justas I have previously
stated and as I am now going to
emphuasise that new ideas will now
present themselrleshkb?fore the twg
parties, they will likely appesr an
Biake jhem think that to nabionalise
Mother India must be their aim.
Increasing the number of schools
in"thepmidencywillbeofno use in
when we can as well
inoreass the number of snuff manu-
facturers. This will make the nation
intellectual even without study and
bring to their minds good and great
ideas. They make them learned and
great from a practical point of
view. If hygienic reformers do not like
this idea, let them reform the idea of
smoking cigars which is really an
elder brother to the snuff. Some light
cigar which has already been in the
mouth of others. Perhaps they think
that, that part of the ciger is not in
the least affected by the saliva of the
person. ) ,
Thus, I say we can achieve our
aims namely to nationalise India and
to bring the standard of Indian
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culture to & higher level. Our stan-
dard of civilization will rise by slow
degrees, Thus in a enuff box lies the
charm which will solve all the
questions on which India is concerned
and make its citizens a nation. If
you have entertained any doubt
regarding this, experience a first
draught of & pinch of snuff. See how
your ideas widen to the horizon and

enlighten your mind. Then only
you will know its value and the
truth of what I have said. Ah, that
pinch of snuff |

V. VENRATESAPERUMALL,
Class I, Group II.

THE SCIENTIST

Behold, ye muffs! the minion of modern science,
At his seminary desk, sitting calm and serens ;
Betimes gleams forth from his face a glare,

As of & lover's in his lightened hour of bliss.

Oh | Woe's wicked wand a magic played
All to make him sad of fruitless labours;
Like the sudden shrinking of a serpent's hood
Under the deadening fatal dose of some drugs.

Unmindful of all reverses he works on still,
The perfectest idol of labour and patience;
Quite immune to everything that is without
His mysterious regions, hopeful and trying.

And now an idea flashes as a shooting star
That comes and goes out of our mortal vision ;
Oft comes the Depression which waits on him
As & murderer for his opportune hour.

Sucocess and Failure are but the Sun and Moon
Where the one grows dim while the other shines ;
From monotony are enhanced our lives

And Failure unveils the secrets of suocess.

K- AOHU!W,

Class IV, Gr. I+b.



MISSUS LEARNS ENGLISH

Saturday, the 24th of October was
a red-letter day for me, not becanse of
its own intrinsic worth but because of
the charm and importance it lent to
the following day—Vijaya Dhasami.
Every Hinduworth the name knows—
I am not to blame if he does not
know—that Vijays Dhasami is the
day on which Hindus commit their
children to book, birch and pedagogue
for the first time. Yau may wonder,
and with good reasons tog,, what
importance such a day had,io'r'me,

seeing that I was married only dix:,
months ago and have no children o .
be put to school. Well, I will tell yéu. .
My neighbour, a rich landlord, had’
a five-year old boy to be initiated into
the mystery of the three R's. Need-
less to say, I envied him, more so
because he strutted about under my
very nose with all the air of impor-
tance and concern of one closely
observing fluctuations in the money-
market, T knew the impending
1nitiation ceremony was the cause of
1t all. ' I latmented that I could not
be as bqsy 88 he, for I had no son, or
rather it was not time I had one.
But I had a brain-wave. There was
my wife Leela, a romping girl, as
innocent and ignorant as a five-year
old child. Of course she knew Tamil
preity well for she could read
4nanda Vikatan, the popular Tamil
weekly, maintain dhoby account and
sing & Tamil song to perfection. But
of English she knew next to nothing,
To me, as far as teaching was
concerned, it was immaterial whether
my pupil was a girl or a boy, young
or old, whether instruction was to be
given in the mother-tongue or in

English. 8o I decided to initiate
Leela into the mysteries of English
on the auspicious Vijaya Dhasami
day. But there was to be no pomp
or pageantry, no ceremony: the
initiation was to be strictly clandestine
and unknown to my mother—theplace
of instruction in the vicinity of our bed-
stead and the whole course was to be
based on mutual goodwill and under-
standing. Accordingly I approached
Leela with my proposalandshe readily
fell in with it, for whoever will not
under such circumstances ?

.So on Vijaya Dhasami day,at 9 p.m.
or thereabouts, Leela and I adjourned
to the bed-room with a primer of
English, a forty-page note-book and &
brand new ¢ Othello’ pencil. From
the very beginning that *Othello’
pencil, I feared, foreboded something
of a tragedy. And my fears were not
belied, for what ensued was really a
tragedy, or rather a tragi-comedy
justifying, perhaps, for the nth time
Bhakespeare’s mingling of the tragic
element with the comic. I took my
seat, with Leela on my left side.

The reflected rays of the shaded
table-lamp lit up her face with a dull
refulgence enhancing her beauty a
hundredfold. That little upward lift
in her red top lip was distracting, in-
fatuating, maddening ; and her ‘pagan
eyes full of nocturnal mysteries’ made
me forget for a space my role of a
preceptor. After a second or two of
suspended animation the teacher in
me got the better and forthwith I

began my instruction to avoid another .

such lapse.

‘M-a-t mat,’ I said in a low but
firm voice. There was & dismal
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tilence and I observed the ripples of & light which escaped through the
tmile playing about the corners of shade of the lamp. Her lips qmv'ered
la's mouth. and she stood up in & defiant attitude
serious, dear,’ said I, ‘no more like s magnificent Cleopatra. I was
of trifling, M-a-t mat.’ bewildered. The next moment I
‘ Yem-ya-ttee mate, blurted out saw her lying prostrate on the bed,
Leela. pressing her face against her downy
‘Not “mate”, say “mat”,’ Ire- pillow, sobbing and mattering some-
nonstrated. thing to herself intermittently.
But she persisted in saying ‘mate’,  For a moment it seemed to me that
Whether out of ignorance or design I it was the end of all my earthly
w not. I thought that her tongue happiness. I could have made it up
was not made for that low, front ‘@’ with her then and there, in fact I was
sound. on the verge of doing so. But sheer
8o I passed over : ¢ B-i-n bin ' self-respect restrained me. So mutter-
‘B-i-n bin,’ repeated her dulcet ing to myself, *Mischief, thou art
voice. I was much elated that she afoot; takg thou what course thou
could pronounce the bilabial voiced wilt,’ 'I.fitug myself on the easy-
consenant so well. I was all the * ehair agd soon fell into a brown-
more pleased because I had expected stully, . After & time—my watch
her to say P and not B, ¢ Bravo, ~recordéd 11 p.m.—I was rudely shaken
Lieela, dear,” I congratulated, still* back to consciousness by a booming
keeping to that ghostly undertone lest noise. It was the rumbling of thun-
my mother should hear me. ‘One der. Rain fell in torrents. I was
word more and I'l let you off for engrossed in thought, planning as to
to-night,’ 8he seemed to relish these how I could make it up with Leela.
last words of mine for she responded Suddenly I heard a piercing shriek—
with a yawn. " an owl had escaped into our verandah.
¢ Q-u-i-l-1 quill,’ I coaxed her. "' It screeched and hooted again most
¢ Kiu-u-i-yel-yel Kuivll,’ she echoed ' frightfully and I rushed to scare it
trinmphantly. : away -when ...... what happened ?
‘For shame,’ I rasped out, not  Leela came tumbling down from
minding my mother. ‘You block- the cot and encircled me tightly with
head. You cannot grasp the funda- her arms. Evidently she had been
mental sounds of English. No wonder scared by the owl. Then ensued a
you are hauled over the coals by your scene of reconciliation, the senti-
ma-in-law for so many other things!’ ments and tender emotions of which
No sooner had the last word left my may not have a parallel even in
mouth than a complete change came Shakespeare.
over Leela's face. The blood rushed
up her ivory neck and suffused her

P. SEANRAR Rao,
cheeks, making them glow in the dim

Honours IV, Branch »i.



HOSTELS

Bishop Heber Hall

The fast approaching selection
examination has compelled some of
our members to postpone for a time
their usual stroll on the Marina and
their weekly flight to the pictures.
Some of them find it difficult to
cope with the strict demands of the
Senatus, but others uphold them. - In
the midst of all this, grand prepa-
rations are being made to celebrate in
8 fitting manner our Hall Day which
i8 to come off on the 21st November.

With the Rev. T. G. Platten as
Warden it bas become possible for us
to have the Holy Communion Service
every Sunday in our Hal} Chapel: It
18 proposed to have our usua] terminal
corporate Communion Service for
Anglicans in the middle of November.

I regret to write that Mr. Appa-

durai Rajanayagam (Hons. V), a
senior member of our Hall, has been
confined to bed in the General Hos-
pital owing to an operation in the
abdomen. We are glad to know that
he is now improving. We wish and
pray for his speedy recovery.
. A debate on the motion that ¢ Social-
1sm 18 the only salvation for India,’
showed that our Hall is dominated by
Socialists, though there are some of
the fascist persuasion. But it is a
Pity that the socialists are afraid to
put any of their principles into
practice. le)n f:av,c;:1 if ever a socialistio
Ineasure 18 brought in they o se it,
How then can the f&scistsytnfslzotheir
sociglist brethren who talk much and
do nothing ?

Our members of the U.T.C. have
already begun to talk of their camp
at Pallavaram —the recruits with hope
and terror and the trained men with

affected tone. To them and to every

reader I wish a happy Christmas and
& bright New Year.

PETER PAULPANDIAN,
Presidont.

The Fenn Hostel

Most of us were glad to get back

to the hostel on the 22nd of Septem-
ber. Very little work was done that day
and in the evening some of the mem-
bers who had been away from Madras
set out enthusiastically to ‘the
pictures . However after a couple of
days we settled down, and preparations
for the various examinations were
begun with all seriousness.
- On the fourth Saturday in October
we had & meeting of the Literary
Society of the hostel. The subject
under debate was, ‘ Dictatorship—is
it a good form of government ?’ Mr.
Macnicol presided and we had a
lively debate. Unfortunately the
house arrived at no definite con-
clusion.

P. Martin has been elected to the
Managing Committee of the hostel in
the place of J. 8. P. Durairaj who
left the hostel last term.

The hostel Carrom and Ping-Pong
Tournawents are to be held in the
middle of November and members
are regularly practising for them.
One member is hardly ever away
from the Carrom board.

We have & new member in C. 8.
Sam who is incidenta.lly the baby of
the hostel.

Finally Wwe wish everyone a very
happy Christmasg and New Year.

8ovi Ras Gruss,
Seoretary.
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New Hostel

The unusual rush for seats in the
hostels this year, resulted in the
opening of the ‘ New Hostel ' on the
1st July, in a rented building, gufﬁcx-
ently large to give accommodation for
28 people. The halls in which we
lived in large numbers were partition-
ed after a lapse of 40 days. It is
with immense delight that we wel-
come Mr. W. F. Kibble, Mm.A., a8 our
Buperintendent and the Rev. T. G.
Koshy, M.A., a8 our resident manager.
Our rents are consolidated. The lack
of space deprived us of the privileges
of a library, common room, sick room
and the like. All these reduced the
vumber of office-bearers to one,namely
the SBecretary. Even with all this,
to speak broadly, we are & happy and
contented family. 'We have represen-
tatives from all parts of the province
snd from all communities.

A General meeting of the hostel
was held on the 16th July, with the
Superintendent in the chair, to elect
the Secretary. The unanimous elec-
tion of the Secretary, despite the
heterogeneity of the hostel, speaks
volumes to friendship and union that
exist in our hostel.

As our hostel is only 5 months old
we have no achievements to our
credit. But we are glad to note that
there are musicians—-—voc?l as well gs
instrumental—* Falstaffs’, and bud-
ding politicians, who kill their time
by patronising the various parties.
Of all the students of the college, we
have the privilege of being the first to
use the new tables, chairs, hghts, ate.,
from Thambaram, on which our
visitors from other hostels look with
envious eyes. We have organised &
Debating Society that functions re-

larly. We are planning to hold
inter-hostel debates.

i includ-
The members of this hostel, inc
ing the resident mansager, are 11):.¢avvt ttg
this college. We are not su ]efc x
the fast approaching selection lever.
Hence the attendance at the Ca.rr‘xi‘o}xln
table is regular and growing. e
t is sleeping. _

cheTsl';:e strict di?cipgline, the closing of
the gates after 9-30 p.m., the 6-fe%§;
high thatty partitions, the battle with
the mosquitoes, the ‘ Bilence houraf
are some of the interesting features o
our hostel.

- | K. PURUSHOTHAMAN,
Secrstary.

Rangiak Chetty Hostsl

‘. “The shortest vacation and the
Jongest separation’ was the remark
heard when the hostel re-opened. As
usual, thé aggregate did not return on
the first-day. )

We have been on an excursion to
Tambaram, the future alma mater of
our junior members. While return-
ing, Wheeler and Wolsey waere
separated, to the great sorrow of the
latter.

A new method of Hostel prayer has
been introduced this term, This has
given general satisfaction.

K. P. KurTYy KRISHNAN,
Secretary.

The Second Students’ Home

is term has been quite uneventful
——-—;1;1211‘86 has been nothing to disturb
the settled serenity of our life _exceptf,
to be honest, for the enthusiasm o
gome of our juvenile members over
crackers and Bengal matches on
Deepavali day. The riot has more or

less subsided.
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Our LDay is to take place on
the 9th of Jahuary 1987. The Liter-
sry and Debating Society has been

very active thabughont.
K R‘:Cmnusnxnmx,
o Seoretary.
: ?
Caithness Hall -

The life of our Hostel this term has
been comparatively peaceful, except
when we have been rudely roused ont
of our sleep by the selection exami-
nations and the monecon. The
annual tournaments were successfully
carried through, and various rooms
have been enriched by the sparkle of
silver medals with brilliant red or
yellow ribbons.

The rain played us & spiteful trick
on our Hostel Day, with the result

that we had to entertain our th%g
in the stuffy atmosphere O was
Common Hall, and the fresh air nd
further obstructed by & large sited.
eppreciative audience of um wat’
guests. Nevertheless the occasion .

successful, and we all enjoyed °g;n
selves, including even theﬁl;ong c

who had a busy evening. )
Papworth, the Principal of the P”:e
dency College, in presiding, spo of:
spprecistively of the long period |
inter-collegiate teaching carried ©

]

jointly by the Presidency and

Christian Collegea. %
We congratulate our former Secre-

i his
tary, Mr. K. Srikanta R@ddy on
appointment as Probationary Asst.
Income-tax Officer, Nellore.

N. BUNDARARAJAMURTHE]I,
Seorstary.
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TO METTUR WITH THE COLLEGE
’ BROTHERHOOD =

- We, » party of ten, left for Balem
¥y 3he Blue Mountain Express on
/¥ue-might of the 18th November
88, with the thrill and expectation
seeing the unique product of

| I skill, viz., the world's biggest
;dam, Dr. Gandheker, who could not
make the trip, had come to the Central
Station to see ua off. Mr. T. K. Raja-

m:a scoompanied the party

Gar journey was comfortable and
we reached Salem at about 4 am.,
the next morning. We waited at the
station till daybreak and after ‘chota’,
walked to the Magnesite works which
are sitnated two miles from the
station,

The Maguesium carbonate ore,
present in the hills and distinguished
by its white colour, is excavated and

separated from impurities of stones, .

mud, ete., and is burnt in huge ovens
by coal gas fire. The resulting com-
pound is Magnesium oxide, which is
ground, packed in bags and exported.
1t is Jargely used in paper-msnufac-
turing and other industries. Besxdes;
small crucibles called « Mabor cupels
are made from the oxide. The cups
are used for purifying gold and silver.
What is kmown as * Kalner ' in Tamil,
is also found in blue streaks among
the hills.

From the works, we returned to
the railway station, had our dinner,
and went to Mettur by frain in the
afternoon. We walked to the surplus
weir where we met the supervisor
who took us round the Dam snd

desoribed to ua iis parta and their
tunoctions. : '

The Mettur Dam is the largest im
the world, and ssoorid only $0 the dam
which {s under construction in
Americs. This dam is 5,800 #t. long,
20-5 1. broad at ite top and 171 ft.
high. The peculiarities of the dam
consist in its drainage gallery and the
arrangement Jor preventing leakage
of water and cracking of cement slabs
due to contraction. There are high-
level and low-level sluices worked by-
eleoric motors, to let out the stored
water whenever required. There are
two surplus weirs to regulate the level
of water stored.

Next morning, after a comfortable
night in the rest house, we walked
to the dam again and the supegvisor
of the hydro-slectiic works, expluined
fo:us the principles involved in the

process of generating electricity by

making use of the potential energy of
the stored water. Water, at this

‘'pressure, rushes through the dam,

and thus, moves the turbines. The
generator which converts this mecha-
nical motion into electricity, is fixed -
concentrically with the water-wheel.
Before the current is sent out, it is
strengthened six times by trans-
formers. With the help of the
Pykara hydro-electric power, they
hope to supply electricity cheaply.
Then we visited the water-works.
The superintendent explained to us
the modern prooess of purification of
water. Sufficient amount of alum is
added to the impure Cauvery water
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to remove the suspended impurities by
sedimentation. Then it iz run into
filter beds. The filtrate is chlorinated.
The water, so purified, is stored in
reservoirs for supply to the public.

After an enjoyable dinner, we went
to Salem by bus where we entrained
for Madras in the night. We had to
wait for some time in the waiting
room.

The excursion was & great success
and we returned to Madras with
happy feelings, thankful to the
officials at Mettur and Salem for their
eagerness to help us throughout. The
party dispersed at the Central Station
to return to college at 10/a.m.

A. SRINIVASAN,
Class II, Group I-4

A TREASURE-HOUSE IN MADRAS

The Government Museum in
Madras is one of the rarest places
to be seen and I believe that none
among the readers should fail to see
the marvels of the ancient Indian
architecture and other relics gathered
therein to show the pre-historic civil-
ization of India. I do not want to
dwell at length upon the various
things that I observed in my visit
with my fellow students of the His-
tory Honours class under the guidance
of our lecturer, Mr. V. Titus Var-
ghese, but to touch briefly upon one
or two things of general interest. '

At the entrance to the pre-historic
section are hung two iron cages—
intended for the punishment of
criminals—which reminds us of the
long strides in which civilization has
advanced.

Now-a-days we advocate the total
abolition of capital punishment. But
those were days in which men, even
for minor offences, were confined to
those irksome cages hung in public

laces, tortured and starved to death.
The information that we get from the
fables and puranas of India about the
cruelty ef the ancient kings of the

‘Deccan and of the relentless severity

of their punishment can well be
realised by the very sight of the struc-

ture of those cages.
The pre-historic section of the mu-

geum evoked our interest and kindled.
our admiration of those’ time-forgotten
people of India whose memories would
have been lost but for the numerous
household utensils made of raw clay
and the stone implements of _tlée
Palsolithic and Neolithic peno_ts
which bave come down t0 posterity

through excavation or accidental dis-
coveries. It seems that the majority
of things found there were taken from
Chingleput, North Arcot, Tinnevelly
and Nilgiris. The burial urns taken
in the Tinnevelly District are articles
of suggestive importance. It brings
to our oft-forgetful memory the glories
of the Tamil kingdoms, of the impor-
tance of Korkai and Kayal and of the
vigorous sea-borne trade they had
with foreign countries. The large
cemeteries along the course of the
majestic river Tamparaparani im-
plies the former existence of a dense
population. It is right under such
conditions that we look forward to
the day when provincial autonomy-
would be established and the Govern-
ment of Madras would set up an in-
stitute to carry on excavation work
in such important places as Adithan-
allurin Tinnevelly District and recon-
struct the history of the Deccan and
of India.

The eculptural work of ancient
India provides us with rich carvings
and pictorial representations. e. g.
the huge blocks of the Amsaravati
and various other broken stupas
represent very touchingly the whole
of Buddha's life, The image of
Buddha with his large flat nose,
significant of the non-Aryan element
in him, installed in the left wing is
an ever-inspiring source of devotion
to all believers in ahimsa. It seems
that a piece of sculpture representing
the dancing Nataraja placed in the
museum was very much appreciated
by an American art critic who declar-
ed it to be the most marvellous work
he had ever seen, The labour and
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money spent upon thess, whether
inspired by foreign contact or roused
by the indigenous love of architec-
ture, deserve one’s admiration.

One other thing that interested us
very much was beautifully ornate
wooden pillar removed from a house
in George Town when additions were
made to the Madras Christian College.
That pillar stands there to tell the
passers-by its own tale and at least in
part the history of our College. Near
and around the pillar are found rich
wooden carvings, taken chiefly from
the ruined old houses in Madras.

There are various other things
which if T begin to describe will drag
me into & mountainous task of which
I am incapable. I do not want to be
long, lest the Editor might think ib
an epistle and throw it into the
W.P.B. Nothing is more fitting t0
conclude than to hope for a repewal
of enthusiastic spirit in the History
Association of our College and to have
periodical meetings of that association
to discuss subjects of historical 1m-
portance.

PETER PAULPANDIAN,

Hons. 8, Br. 4ii.

’-"h& fﬁ"' Brotherhood

the auspices of the * College
Brotherhood * s dozen of us went on
ADd excursion to the Madras Pencil
and Glass factories, the formar of
which is situated at Washermanpes
sad the latter at Tondiarpet. e
excursion was led by Mr. Syed
Muhamed, & member of the staff. At
the pencil factory the ¢ Maistri’ took
us round and explained the working
of the various machines in his
own, semi-intelligible Anglo-Tamil.
A short dpscription of the manufac-

“tuype. of Penocilse and Glass is given

below.

‘Graphite’ a groyish-black uxﬁ)ﬁ .
stance of organic origin is ground with

water in big iron-grinders which are
worked by an oil-engine. After

A GRINDER, OF GRATHITE,

grinding like this for a hundred times
over and over again it is transferred
from the ‘grinding room’ to the
+ washing room’ and is washed per-
fectly with water in which process
the sand and other impurities in the
graphite, being heavy, gettle at the
bottom of the t\}bs and the pure
gmphite powder 18 separated. It 18

SOCIETIES .

sgain gound & hundred times in
ginders similar fo the former ones.
hen it is transferred to & machine
by working which the mixture. is
converted into thin theets and trans-
ferred to another machine where it is
drawn inbo & soft thread of the desired
y i .\' ‘b"uihm.
‘matrix’. The: theead iz cut into
pieces which after drying are sized
and baked in a furnace heated by
‘Bengal coal’. The comparative
blackness and hardness of the pencils
i attained by the dégres of heat to
which they are subjected and the
proportion of graphite and clay in the
‘leads’. The baking is not done in
the case of copying pencils. 8o much
for the ‘lead compartment.’

Now you are in the * wood-compart-
ment’ standing in front of the
* grooving machine,’ into which small
wooden planks about the size of
8 X 4 X 4 inches, imported from
Africa are introduced. They come
out with four or five grooves on ons of
their faces. These planks are now
taken to the *glue room,’ where the

grooved surfaces are glued, and the.
“leads ’ placed in the grooves. A simi-
lar grooved and glued plank is placed
on the former, and & number of such

combinations kept in & press. After
an imprisonment (rigorous, mind you!)
of six or eight days as the ‘ Maistxi’
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thinks fit, they are released and their
ends levelled. Then they are intro-
duced in a ‘shaping machine ' where
they get rounded, and, having acquired
the shape of pencils, fall into a box.
Th; shape cionld be made cylindrical
or hexagonal or octagonal b i

the suitable blade. 'Ehe sné&l:l::?rg
polished by a machine which has g

rough stone kept revolving. The
pencils are taken to the ¢ coloar room
where a machine colours them beau.
tifully. They are coated with colady
BIx times after drying each time and
ﬁx}ally polished. The ends are now
trimmed by an ‘end trimming *
machine and the names struck by the
‘naming  machine’. The desired
colour is given to the name by intro-
ducing a colour paper in the machine,
They are then packed and sold,
purchased by all sorts of men and
women, and used for writing all
manner of things. That is all the tale,

The Glass manufacture

Bilica is the principal ingredient of
practically all glass. Silica itself is
highly refractory. Fine silica is fused
with lime and some other ¢ private
chemicals’ (according to the man who
took us round) in a furnace of tempe-
rature 1200°C to 1400°C. If coloured
glass is desired some metals or metallic
oxides are added. Traces of cobalt
produce & strong blue. Chromium
gives o beautiful green colour. The
fused glass which is in a semi-solid
form is taken to the mould by means
of hollow iron rods. In the factory
there were about twenty-five people
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walking about horizontally, vertically,
diametrically and every other -cally,
holding these red-ended iron rods 68
if to come and plunge them right into
your mouth,

. The rod called the *blow iron’
18 taken to the mould, plunged
o some vegetable oil and is then
blown into the required shape, many

A Buew -|Ren wiry ™e
GuASS AT TS DY,

beautiful résults being obtained by
skilful rotation and manipulation.
The mould is fixed in & small pit,

v

THe ARnce
Taken our or ™E Mol

where & man sits and o and close
the mould as required[.)eni)uring th:
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operation, the tube is rotated rapidly
to prevent sticking and to produce a
good surface. Blowing is done by
the mouth. After blowing for a
minute or two, out comes the article
properly shaped when the ends are
trimmed and smoothened. Some
surfaces have to be ground, and this
grinding is done by holding the sur-
face against a rough rapidly-rotating
stone which makes that surfacerough.

The Christian Union

The various activities of the Union
are being carried on as usual with
enthusiastic regularity. One more
study circle has been started this term
—in College Park Hostel. Mr.
Macphail has taken upon himself the
task of leading these ‘epicureans’ to
the holy city of Zion.

With a view to give & splendid
performance in the Christian Union
Carol service which falls in the first
week of December, Choir practices,
and Carol singing are in full swing

in the College chapel every Friday

afternoon, under the able supervision
of our ¢ Paul Robeson' Mr. Buvi Raj
Grubb. Those students who possess
musical talents—according to the
opinion of others—are invited to join
his ranks.

‘What does the Christian Union do ?
This question has been put by many
students when they were confronted
with the momentous problem of shel-
ling out eight annas—mind you, not
one or two—as subscription to the
Christian Union. Though & brief—yet
rather clear, we suppose—mention of
its activities was made in the previous
number, it has been found that one
reading was not enough for some

people to grasp, shall we say, the
un-understandable mystery of it all,

Well, study circles in the hostels form
one of the most important activities

of the Union. Devotional services
which are held every fortnight in the
College chapel are intended mainly for
day-students who find it inconvenient
to attend the study circles. In this
half-hour worship, men with definite
Christian experience are invited to
talk on some vital issues of Christian
life. A Sunday School and Tennis
Pickers’ class keep us busy in the
week-ends. Hospital visiting and
helping the Brotherhood to run the
dispensary for poor people, constitute
the social aspect of the Union’s work.
The Christian Union library, which is
situated in the Professors’ Room,
lends books and magazines to those
who are interested in present-day
problems. Recently, a small prayer
group has also been started which
meets fortnightly, with a view to
advance a closer fellowship among
students. It is hoped that all Chris-
tian students will enlist themselves as
members of this society, and share in
its activities with whole-heartedness.

The Poonamallee Camp.—The
annual camp of the student Christian
movement, held in the third week of
August at Poonamallee, was attended
by nearly forty members from our
Union. The Church, with special
reference to the Indiam Churches,
formed the theme of the camp. Dr.
Little and Mr. Manuel of Trichino-
poly and Dr. Jesudasen of Tirupatur
were the main speakers, Mr.
Cochrane, and Mr. Savarimuthuo led
the study groups very ably. The .
Clarion Call of “back to the villages’
was once again sounded by the various
speakers,

The camp was a further step in the
spiritual lives of many students. ¢ The
sunset worship’ which was conducted
on the green lawns near the barracks
compound, afforded the campers a
time of deep communion with God,
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- The peaceful nature of those summer
evenings with its dying glow of the
sinking sun, and the whispering music

of the twilight wind which spoke of
the shade of night gathering around
us, cast a spell of mystic adoration
In the hearts of worshippers. We
earnesily hope that the fire lit in
them in those quiet hours with God
will soon burst forth into g blaze, and
send them back to their villages on
fire for Christ and His Kingdom,

P. Jor~ PrILIp,
General Secretary,
Dravida Bhashabhivridhi Sangham

The third meeting of the above
Sangham in the first term was held

on the 24th August, in the IIT Clagg -

room at 4-16 p. m, under the presic
dentship of M. R. Ry. 8. D. Sargenay
Avergal, when Mr, X, V. Rajagopalan,
Class IIT, spokeon the subject, ¢ Youth
is the best time for the formation of
character . The speech’ ‘wag supple-
mented along with some students by
M. R. Ry. Alalasundaram Chettiar
Avergal. With the President’s con-
cluding remarks the meeting came to
a close,

. The first meeting of the Sangham
in the second term was held on the
9th_Ociober, in the same room at
4-15 p. m. under the presidentship of
M. R. Ry. Gopala Iyer Avergal,
when Mr. Abdul Razak, Clags IV,
moved that ‘Examinations are the
real tests of intelligence’. Mr. Abdul
Jabbar, Class II, opposed the motion.
Among the good number of students
who came foward to supplement the

speech, were also M. R. Ry. Alala-

sundaram Chetiiar Avergal and Vid-
wan Subramaniya Iyer, Tamil pandits
In the high school. The debate wag
keen and animated throughout. The

motion however was lost when put to

vote. With the president’s concluding

remarks and a vote of thanks pro-
posed by the Secretary, the meeting
terminated,

We hope to be able to arTange &
few meetings before the Christmas
hohdqys, after the excitement of the
selection examinations is over.,

J. K. MaNIckaM,
Seoretary,

- dndhra Bhashabhiranjani Sangham

At the very beginning at this term,
we had the pleasure of welcoming into
our midst Mr. T. Rajagopala Rao,
B.A, LT, MR.AS, who had just
returned from Europe, and some of us
felt sorry at the departure of Mr.
K, V. Subba Rao from College, on
the expiry of his term of office. It
was proposed that a photo of the

"Andhra Association be taken with

Mr. K. V. Subba Rao in our midst
and we did take one on the eve of his
departure. The credit of bringing it
to a financial success is partly due to
the ready- xesponse shown by my
Andhra friends and partly due to the
skilful efforts of Mr. Sivaprasada,
Rao to have one.

"We had a meeting conducted in the
Telugu class-room on the eve of
Mr. K. V. Subba Rao's departure
from College, and the subject was
‘ Female Eduoation’, Though the
attendance was not satisfactory, the
enthusiasm of the speakers held the
few that were present.

We hope that our Sangham wil
get on very well under the kingd
guidance of our president, Mr. T,
Rajagopala Rao.

H. A, RataNay,

Secretary.
The Malayalee Association

We had our Onam D celebrati
on the 28th of August ung,gr the dr;tli?mrf
guished presidentship of M, R, Ry.
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Rao Sahib N. Kelu Nair Avergal, B.A.
A fairly good number of Malayalees
of the city, in addition to the students
of the College, attended the function.
The old students fook a leading part
in the farce we staged, and our
thanks are due to them for the pains
they have taken to make the celebra-
tion & success. We had a grand social
in the right royal Malayalee fashion
—with Payasam, Charkara Upperi,
etc. The sucess of the function
was mainly due to the untiring efforts
of Mr.V.C. Padmanabha Menon, B.A.,
the President of the Association.

The first meeting of this term was
held on the 22nd of October under
the presidentship of Mr. Titus
Varghese, M.o. Mr. Kesava Menon,
& student of the IV Class, spoke on

‘Some thoughts on Vallathol’. The,.

speech was very impressive and
interesting. We hope to hold some
more meetings in this term.

P. V. LARSEMANAN,
- Beoretary.
The Natural History Society -
The inaugural meeting of the aboxe

society was held on Monday the 28th .

Beptember, with Mr. C. Lakshmi-
narayanan in the chair. The address
was given by Dr. C. Gnanamuthu,
on ‘The pulmonary respiration of
frog’. In the course of his illumi-
nating address he disproved the wro

belief that a frog will be choked to
death when its mouth is kept open
for a long time. Indeed, this was a
wrong notion that existed among the
zoologists till recently. He stated
that & frog will not die even if its
mouth is kept open for more than
twelve hours. He also demonstrated
various experiments which were very
instructive. The meeting was well
attended by students as well ag
members of the staff. The lecture.

was highly instructive and of absorb-
ing interest. The meeting terminat-
ed after a few remarks from the
chair. ‘ '

Our excursions.—Qur visit to the
Horticultural gardens was & fine one.
We enjoyed it thoroughly seeing &
typical * horticultural garden. We
observed some epiphytes like Vanda
and its allies; and also ferms, The
fernhouse was worth seeing with all
its varied inhabitants. In short, we
studied Nature in her home. Mr.
M. 8. Sabhesan, our president, helped
a great deal. We intend going on an
excursion to a more distant and
interesting spot very shortly.

Before the end of last term we

-bhad an excursion to the harbour.

A. Low-net collection was made
and examined later in the labora-
tory. The diver procured for us a
good many interesting specimens,
One of our daring members caught
hold of- an Enhydrina valakadien—
& deadly -poisonous sea-snake. Mr.
B. Bonnell and Mr. M. D. Paul who
accompanied us helped us & great
deal. We enjoyed the trip thorough-
ly.
yUnder the scheme of extension
lectures Mr. C. Lakshminarayanan
delivered a series of lectures, illustrated
with lantern slides. These lectures
were highly impressive and instruoc-
tive.

The first lectire was delivered on
Tuesday the 6th Ooctober on ¢ The
cell and certain cell phenomens ’.
The second lecture was delivered
on Tuesday the 20th October on
‘ Parental care among some animals.’
There are some more lectures of the
above series.

M. AzizupDiN,
Seoretary..
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Karnataka Bhashabhivardhini San-
gham

. A meeting of the above Association
took place in the Sanskrit room on 24th
Bept.’86. The following persons were
unanimously elected as office-bearers
for the current academic year.

Patron: Mr. T. Rajagopala Rao,
B.A, L.T,, M,R.A.S.

President :  Mr. K. Narasings Rao,
B.A., L.T.,, Vidwan.

Secretary : N. Bheemanna Setty,
IV Class.

_Treasurer: M. Breenivasa Pai,
IV Class.

On 30th Sept.’ 86, another meeting
of the Association was held in the
III Class room. Mr. T. Titus Var-
ghese presided and Mr. T. Rajagopala
Rao, who had recently returned from
England, delivered an interesting and
informing lecture on the ¢ Compara~
tive Study of Dravidian Philology’.
Hoe explained his theory regarding the
relation between the Indo-Germanic
and Dravidian languages. :

Mr. Titus Varghese said that the
lecturer of that evening was fitted to
tackle the difficult subject since he
bad long experience in the field of
research. Mr, K. Narasinga Rao, on
behalf of the Association expressed
his heart-felt thanks to the lecturer as
well as to the president. He heartily
wished that a feeling of fraternity
would be fostered by the members of
the various societies.

N. BEEEMANNA SETTY,

Seoretary.

Mathematical Association
There was a meeting on 18th
October and the officials for the year
were elected. Mr. Kibble was elected
the President and K. S. Ramamurt;
B.A., the Becretary of the Association.
As noted elsewhere in this issue,
Dr. Nahér of California Institute of

Technology kindly gave & lecture on
¢ Cosmic rays ' on 21st October.

We hope to have one more lecture
this term by one of our students on
his researches, and many others next
term by eminent men.

K. 8. RAMAMURTI,

The Christian College Debating
Society
(Founded 1877)

In a General Body meeting held in
the second week of August, t%:is year,
Rev. R. 8. Macnicol was re-elected
a8 the Hon. President and the follow-
ing office-bearers were also elected :—

K. P. Rungachary. P. @G. II year.

K. V.Guruswamy. IV year Hons.
" R. H. P. Holman. P. G, II year.
Committee : The above with

M. D. Edmonds. IV Class.

K. R. Chaudhary. III Class.

Premananda Sarma. II Class.

This premier society of our College
has never, 'in the course of fifty-nine
yeaxs of its life, known such indiffez:-
ence on the part of the students as it
i now experiencing for some years.
Men, trained in this society, are now
serving the country as Ministers,
a8 leaders of opposition, as Governors,
and filling diverse other important
positions. Now the society is passing
through a dull period ; its number of
members has shrunk to the smallest
figure in its long history of useful
service. Next yearthe College is going
to celebrate its centenary and to begin
its life at Tambaram in the new build-
ings. When the College and all the
other societies are preparing them-
selves to enter upon the second century
with vigour and enthusiasm, it is but
meet that the Debating Society, the
central organization of students of the
College should not lag behind and
should begin activities in a spirit and
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with & programme worthy of the
occasion, .

We have begun our work this year
with an ambitious programme but in
the actual working we find certain
serious disadvantages from which
similar unions are free elsewhere.

1. Now membership is voluntary.
In no other college within my know-
ledge is it voluntary. If a training
in public speaking, in organization
and running of a society and cultivat-
ing interest in & general cause are
necessary and important items of
the equipment with which colleges
provide students for citizenship, I
believe that membership should be
made compulsory even as subscription
to the College Magazine is made.

2. There is no time in the time-
table for the week, before &5 p.m.
every day when all classes are free;
nor any time is specifically allotted
for the activities of thesociety. Hence
the discouraging attendance and conse-
quent addresses to empty benches.

We request the BSenatws. through
our Hon, President Rev. R. S. Mac-
nicol to .include the membershi
foe in the special fee or to add this
membership fee to it (to do something
by which students will be made
members of the society) and to allot

-one hour in the week’s time-table for

the society’s business.

Now students are approached and
requested to become members; some
refuse, some consider; some delay and
many evade. The Secretary who is
sometimes refused co-operation on the
part of other committee members
cannot waste his time as he is also
after all, a student.

To return to the work of the society
for these two terms. Four meetings
were held in all. The fourth meeting
which was an inter-collegiate debate,
was held at 4-15 p.m. on Friday 80th

October in the III Class room. The
Pachaiyappa’s College Union sent &
team of debaters. The subject for
discussion was ‘that the League of
Nations has been a failure.” A high
level of debate was maintained
throughout and a large number of
students attended the debate. The
Pachaiyappa’s College team was treated
to tea after the debate. The inaugural
debate was distinguished by a special
feature. Members of the Staff, Mr. O.
F. E. Zacharias and our Hon. Presi-
dent Rev. R. 8. Macnicol took part
in the debate on the subject that
¢ Universities should be unitary and
residential.’

The other two debates were College
debates and the subjects were (1)
That the Public Service Commissions
&re unnecessary, undesirable and a
financial waste ; (2) That astrology
has & demoralising effect on the life
of the people. .

The society is indebted to Mr. O.
F. E. Zacharias for his keen interest
in the progress of the society and he
18 rousing the students to the useful-
ness of the training given in the
society and admonishing in his own,
warm and enthusiastic manner, the
students for their lack of enthusiasm
in common activities.

We hope to write something in the
next issue on our new venture in
evolving a * Parliament’ as an auxili-
ary of the Debating Society whose
name we wish to change to ‘The
Christian College Union ’, to be more
comprehensive.

K. V. Guruswaxy,
Seoretary.

The Philosophical Association

Under the auspices of the above
Association a debate was' held on
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2nd October under the student presi-
dentship of Mr. Lakshmanan, the
subject being ¢ Suffering is not a
necessary part of the order of things.’

Mr. Israel of Class 111, moved the
proposition saying, that suffering,
though it exists, ultimately becomes
good, that it has no important part
in the order of things and that God
never intended it. Mr. Venkata-
krishna Rao, speaking for the opposi-
tion, vehemently criticised the above
contention and said that suffering

forms an indispensable part of the
order of things, without which neither
morality nor any passionate love for
Truth, Beauty and Virtue is possible.
No one who really aspires for them
can escape suffering.

There were many supplementary
speakers, who spoke for and against
the proposition. Then the proposi-
tion was put to vote and lost.

K. VENKATAKRISENA Rao,

Acting Secretary.

ATHLETICS

Basketball

We began the year, with the elec-
tion of the captain early in the first
term and the usual ceremonial match
with the staff. The match ended in
& defeat for the latter— contrary to
the custom of past years. We had
also an interesting match with the
Union Christian College team which
visited Madras last term and were
defeated. Our Association entered
for the Fr. Bertram Memorial Tour-
nament conducted by the Loyola
College and went up to the second
round.

Although, at the beginning of the
year, our standard of game was poor,
it is very encouraging to note that the
standard has become quite good. We
have a strong fives now. I am glad
to say that basketball has become
very popular.

Our sincere thanks are due to our
President Mr. Syed Mohammed and
other basketballing members of the
staff. We are eagerly looking for-
ward to the Y.M.C.A. tournament
and the Olympics when we hope to do
well.

Results of matches played

Score.
Staff vs. Students ... 22—384—won.
Union College vs.
M.C.C. ... veo  28—15—10s8t.
Teachers’ vs. M.C.C. 12—32—won.
Union College wvs.

M.CC. .. we 9— 5—lost.
Pangal Club s,
M.CC. ... e 82-—24—lost.

Engineer's us.
M.C.C. ... vo.  18—86—won.
M. C. VERGHESE,
Captain.

The Bozing Club

The boxing club is one of the most
active clubs in the College at present.
The club started with some old vete-
rans and & great number of enthusi-
astic raws. Contrary to the usual
custom the new men seem to be just

.a8 keen now as when they joined,

which is very encouraging.

Our programme for a week is
this :—

Mondays— Punching— practice and

instructions,

T hursdays— Sparring.

Fridays—Punching—individual

instructions.

We have been progressing steadily
and it is not too much to say that we
have a good team this year. We have
some good men in both the lighter
and heavier weights.

Among the lighter weights are
gsome of the Tournament standard
like Balasingam, Raju, Mani, Hens-
man, I, Kuruvilla, Karunakara Menon,
Bower and Rupert.

Among the heavier weights are
Subbiah Chetty, Sultan Khan, David,
Subbramiah and Narayanaswami.

The club owes & great deal to its
President, Mr. C. A. Abraham, who
takes & real interest in the club’s
activities.

A. J. 8. HENRY,
Captain.



BOOK REVIEWS

Indian Educational Policy, Its
Pmnmpleg and Problems. By the late
Dr. Willisam Meston, C, .S, Price
Rs. 3-4-0.

In his retirement Dr. Meston
pursued the study of a subject upon
which for many years before he left
India he had been an acknowledged
authority. His ¢ Indian Educational
Policy " is the outcome of five years
further reading and reflection on prob-
lems with which he had had thirty-

five years personal experience. Those -

last five years were years of physical
weakness and pain. But there is no
indication of these circumstances in
the pages of this book. Here we find
only what we had learnt to expect
in his work,—thoroughness, accuracy,
clarity and wisdom, —with no trace
of weakness though the end came
within a few weeks—of the completion
of the script for the press.

The work is divided, as the title
suggests, into two parts, The former
part discusses the historical develop-
ment of an educational policy and the
principles upon which it rests. The
latter part deals with the problems
with which the policy is confronted,
problems of control, management,
finance and religious neutrality.
There is a good index; and also an
extensive and valuable bibliography.

The book appears now in India
at a time when 1ts message is of great
practical importance. There is an
awakening of intcrest in educational
problems. It seems as if we might
be on the eve of a big effort to tackle
India’s fundamental problem, the
problem of mass illiteracy, and to

correct the unduly literary bias of the
present type of secondary education.
It is no exaggeration to say that the
success or failure of present endeav-
ours at educational reform will
depend upon the measure of influence
which this book can be made to bave
upon the minds of those who in
Departments and Secretarints and
Councils will determine the nature
of the next steps to be taken, There-
fore all who are interested in the
subject of education should study this
book and give it and its tonching us
wide publicity as possible. _
‘The substance of the bLook is #
plea, the wisdom of which is proved
by facts and figures beyond the
shadow of a doubt, for more fa.ith.ful
and practical adherence to the policy
enlisting in the battle against igno-
ance all efficient forces, whether

" public bodies or private bodics or

individuals, under the direction and
control of the State, the St_sa.te’.s
function being not to manage insti-
tutions of its own, but with even-
handed justice to inspect, control, and
aid institutions under every form of
public and private wanagement.

Time will not quickly diminish the
value of this final contribution from
Dr. Meston to the cause of Indian
education, It is difficult to believe
that the historical survey of Indian
educational policy from 1785 to our
own day will ever be bettor done;
and his discussion of principles and
problems creates the impression of
touching the unchanging bedrock of
fundamental truth,

G. M.
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4n A. B. C. of English Usage. By
H. A. Treble and G, H. Vallins,
Oxford University Press. Re. 1-4-0.

Books on the usage of English have
been published from time to time,
and some, such as Fowler's Modern
English Usage have become classics,
indispensable to the serious student
of English. This new publication
presents in dictionary form informa-
tion about spelling, punctuation and
English idiom, which will be of the
greatest use in the study of English
composition. Here we may find light
on such thorny problems as the uses
of shall, will, should, would. Here
we shall find our old friend due to,
taking a paragraph to itself and we

shall at last understand why it ig -
quite incorrcet to say ‘Due to bad

weather, he cannot come’.

Here we shall discover just why
it is not right to say rather very good,
and a very unique young man. And
if we wish to probe deeper into the
awful mysteries, we can explore those
well-concenled pitfalls dug about the
unattached participle, and the se-
quence of tenses.

The book is full of humour, like
the English language itself. Did we
know, for instance, that it i8 possible
to give five different meanings to the
phrase ¢ Is Mr. Jones over forty ?°

Did we know that an Irish bull
has no connection with the animal
kingdow, but is ‘a self-contradictory

_proposition ; in modern use, an

expression containing a manifest
contradiction' in terms or involving
a ludicrous inconsistency unperceived

by the speaker’; as for example :—
‘I arranged to meet my brother
at four o’clock; but when I

met him, he wasn'’t there.’

This is more than g compendium
of grammar and idiom. Students of
English literature will find it very

valuable in giving clear definitions and
examples of most of the devices and
figures of speech used by the poets
and authors. Irony is here explained
and illustrated; such strange crea-
tures as hypallage, hyperbole, and
synecdoche are shorn of all their
terrors. , :

This is not merely a book for a
consulting library (a copy of it is
being placed in our own); it is & book
for a rainy afternoon, a book of
humour for a leisure hour, a book
which, by reason of its low price,
should find its place on the book-shelf
of every student who seeks to use the
English language with force and a
true understanding.

R. S. M.

The Sociology of Population. By
Benoy Kumar Sarkar, Calcutts :
N. M. Ray-Chowdhury & Co. pp. 139.
Rs. 3,

The author of this work is one of
the foremost students of the pogulation
question in India and the book em-
bodies some of his latest addregses and
researches in this and allied subjects.
He has achieved international fame
and writes and publishes in English,
French, German, Italian and Bengali.
He desires to combat the terrifying
ideas of overpopulation and degenera-
tion which journalists and others
promote from time to time. His view,
supported by statistics, is that while
the population of India is increasing,
the productivity of the country both
in agriculture and industry is increas-
ing more quickly still, and as &’
consequence the staudard of living is
tending slowly but surely to rise,
This rising standard may be improved
still further by & variety of methods —
agricultural research, expansion of
industries, redistributi?n of population.

* S .
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Prof. Sarkar is not afraid of an
increasing population and is critical of
those who advocate methods of check-
ing the growth of population. He
points out that various checks such
a8 the postponement of the age of
marriage already operate with suffici-
ent strength in this direction without
resort to more artificial aids. He has
8 great deal of interesting information
to impart regarding changes in
present-day economic and social con-
ditions which bear upon this main
question, and he draws upon his
intimate knowledge of Bengal and
European countries.

THE MADRAS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE

Prof. Sarkar is a believer in pro-
gress ; he finds that belief confirmed
by his sociological studies nnfl inspired
by the teachings of Remakrishna and
Swami Vivekananda. If degeneration
takes place in one area orsocial group,
regeneration occurs in some other
arca. The West may suffer its decline
but progress may now be discerned
in such places as Japan and modern
Bengal.

(Ag copy of this book has been
prescnted to the College Library by
Dr. C. Narayana Menon of Benares
Hindu University.) B.J. B
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