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'l.NGH{I..Y has it been said by an eye-
':‘\ specialist that of late we- are rapidly
becoming a four-eyed nation, ¢ It is sale to
say,”
‘reputed ophthalmologist of New York, in his
famous haok, “ The cure of imperfect sight
by treatment without glasses "~=“0f per-
sul over- twenty-one living under civilised
canditions nine out of every ten have im.

v perfect sight and as the age increases until

at lorty it is almost impossible to find a per.
son free from wisual defects.” Dr, William
Bates made this obser v.auun after’ protracted
experience as a surgeon at the New York

“Eye and Far Infirmary and as Professor
at the: New York Post-Graduate Medicai
Sehool-and Hospital, and ather tostitutions of
America where he had -to 30,000
pairs of eyes every year,’

examine

. Fifty years ago the number of persons
wearing glasses was very  much smaller than
it is now. The use of glasses has so

“much increased that a billion rupee in.
dustry is conducted on it, When we ap-
proach a doctor and tell him. about our
» complaints of the eyes ar the head, glasses
_ are very often prescribed, Some eye.special.
ists have gone to the extent of saying that
all school.children should put on spectacles
‘either for cure or for prevention of ocular
- defects. We see generally that boys bave goad
“sight when they join the schools and as their
. education advances, the eyes of many become
- defective. So there is no denying the fact
that the boys acquire mos stly the errors of
xefmttmn duting the course of their stadent

observes Dr, W, H, Bates, M D, a

- througli
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life, This goc show that imperl L(,L nxpm'
either shcn't.sightec‘lneaa or long-sightedness,
is not organic but functional, For these appal.
ling ills of human life medical science has n
practically given- no palliative save those -

optic crutches known as eye.glasses, It is | N
true thas glasses enable some people to see

better but they cannot cure the defects of the

eyes. The glasses are to the eyes assticks . Lo
are to the lame, Qace you bepin to use g'l.”..':':‘:;

you cannot get rid of them any more and you o
will have to increase their powser gradually as

the sge ‘u.dxvanr'm.. Even with glasses it is

not possible to Kave aormal sight for all lenses
eontract: ft[uﬂﬁd:; AT ‘Mﬁii.pq, 10 a greater or

i
lesser df,g‘!.z Uolﬁ‘Lr is shs‘mt less intensely -
Msuet, lhw'f!z"’ congave jenses

look much’ smalle i‘&w 'i&%w myopes
chyven glasses make évirything look
o (h.n fag-s 1-'hlvd% ’ i
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THjly Yhége are “many incondediences and
unple ntnm,_‘»c.‘. for ww.'z.rmgr lenses is a lact

. llbwf.‘muma qem, - 'On damp and
rainy dqy‘ Wilanar are gipded . by the atmo.
spheric mmstl‘f‘mumcmlly to the school
children it is a great hindcance in their play.
ful life, Itis also a pitiable haadicap to the
science students, particularly when they use
microscope or telescope in their laboratory,
As for putting glasses upon a child, it lS
enough to make the angels 'weep, For over
a century the medical profession has been
secking in vain for some «method to check
the progress of myopia and hypermetropia,
As it was a matter of vital military importance

_to Germany, she spent millionsaf r~unds to

carry out the suggestions. nf s, but
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without avail. The late Dr. Sidler.-Huguenin
- of Zurich was of opinion that glasses are of
but little avail in prevenling the progress of
myopia or short-sight. Though ophthalmo-
legists differ in, their views regarding the

true causey of i:;zlperf-sct vision their unani-.

mons verdict is taat strain is the root.cause.
It is .clear that defective vision isan in
evitable effect ofy town.life, A German op-
tician, Kallamann by name, designed aface
rest for the students so that the weight of
the head while at h.tudy may be placed on it,
Professor Hermann Cohn of Breslan never
allowed his studﬂ'nm to.read or write WIthoﬁt
it even when sitting at the best possible desk
but fate-rests could not relieve them of str ain,
Professer Cohn’s study of the eyes of upwards
of 10,000 school children, first called ge neral
attention to this subject both in Europe and
Ameriea, He found scarcely one per cent.
ol myopia in the village “schoals, twenty to
~ forty per cent, ia the “Realschulen,” thirty to
thirty.five in the gymnasia and fifty.tiree to
sixty.four in professional schools. His e
'vestigations prove without doubt that s the
strait of mind and life increases, the visi ion
- too declmea fronortm ately,

.. Children are subjected reluctantly by the
‘modern educational system to continuous
.mental strain which is the source of all im-
perfect sight, © A famous  pliysician has
-pointed out truly that in the process of educa.
tion civilised chiidren are shut up for hours
. every day within four walls in the charge. of
teachers who are too often nervous and irri.
table. They are evea compelled to remain
. for long pericdsin the same position, - The
‘things they are required to learn - may be
" presep’ 3 in such a way as to be ek(:e:isivcly
" unh’ . Wrand they are undera continual
con v, think . of gaining marks and

[Mamom 1935,

prizes rather than  the .acquisition of know-
ledge for .its. own sake, Some children
endure these unnatural conditidins better than
.athers, Many cannot stand the strain. and -
thus the schools become the hot.bed not only
of myopia but of all other errors of refraction.
To the optical defectives, glasses are no
doutt blessed boons, Better something than
nothing,  But they .are curses equally as

these devices have made us cease from trying
uther methods to cure the eyes. Accocding
to Nuova Enciclopedia [talania (sixth.edition)
on a tomb in the church of Santa Maria Mag.

giore in Florence was found an inscription
which read: “Here lies Salvino degli Armati,

inventor of spectacles, May God pardon him
his sins,”  Armati’s invention bas certainly
brought both blessings and curses to mankind,
Glasses are however generally believed to
have Dbecen known at a period much earlier
than that of Armati, The Romans at least
must have known something of the act of
supplementing the powers of the eye, for
Pliny tells us that Nero used to watth the
games in’ lh(' Colosseum through -a concc' &
gem set 'in a ring for that purpose,

" Defective vision {s the result'of "the abnor.
mal condition of the mind, It -has been ex-
perimentally verified a million times by some
American and Indian doctors that when the
mind is nnder a strain the vision is lowered,”
And ‘again the wmemory and other menta)
faculties are also impaired along with the

sight as long as there {s sirain ia the imind

Not to speak of Bates and other American

‘doctors, an Indian eye.specialist, Dr, R, S,

Agrawal, Head of the Eye Institute of Delhl,

testifies in his interesting book, Principles of

Perfect Sight, that when the mind repains

permanently complete rest and relaxation,

ervors of refraction, however long.standing
4, *» L3 b
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they way be, are fully cured as well as the
facultics of the mind and other senses are
improved.  According to doctors, Bates,
Agrawal and others, mental relaxaticn can be
obtained and eye.strain can be removed by
eye-education, the methods of which are very
simple. We must first safeguard aprselves
against the Demon of Disbelief, We must
at the outset dismiss - thL jidea totally that
short.sight and long: stght dre incurable organ-
“ic diseases, Many eye-doctors have in recent
times proved beyond a shade of doubt that

criors of réfraction are wholly fumuun.ﬂ“"'

troubles and can be radically cured by the
education of the eyes, [t is literally true
that rn medicine or opnmuon can remedy

them as they sre. not organic disgases. A

section of suffering humanity was so long
groaniug under the delusion and disability
that we have to bear with patiently these
facurable defects till death, Batit.is now a

fact verifiable by all without mxcup‘tim tha@

they can be cured by some exercises of the
gyes that can relieve eye.strain and bring
‘permanent rest and relaxation to the mind. Dr,
‘Bates' simple system  of eye»educauun WS
fntroduced in many schools of some cities of
‘the United States of America and was us sed
‘continuously for eight years during which
time it reduced myopia among children
« which was found in the beginning to be
about six per cent, to less than one per cent
Thtt same system was introduced with equal
success {nto some of the schools of New York
City with an attendance of about ten thonsand

children, Inless than a year it was found

‘that out of three thousand children with im.
'pu'fect sight over one thousand had ohbtained
nnrm'll vision by its means, This was reported
in the New York Medical Journal, Mr, C, L,
- Majumdar, Principal of the N.R.E.C. College,
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I&huqa (U. P)), ‘writes: * The svs.tem “of
eye-education was mt:mcluced 4n the classes
of my college; 1 took the results of the
vision of students before beginning- the
scherne, [ set apart a period of five minutes
for the students to have a daily practice,
After six months | secured the:results agailn
and found a marvellous progress aod ime
provement in the defective vision, [ bavea
mind to keep the scheme contmutd in my
college,” Dr, Raghuvir Saran Agrawal of
Delhi, who is the first pioneer of the treatment
of imperfect sight without glasses in India,
says: *f This very simple system to check

"and cure myopia was introduced in “all

Kaurja High Schools in 1931-32, 820 pairs
of eyes were examined and 249 cases of
defective vision were recorded at the begin-
ning of the school session. During the year
the scheme was carried ont. At the close of
the session the eyes of the same students were
c:m.mmned 69 cases had obtained gormal
vision  while 85 qlmwrd marked itnprove.

“ment.”

D, Agrawsl is nelther a layman in ophthal.
mology nor a quack,  He had uvodergode
a systematic course of medical science like
other eye-specialists in one of our reputed
medical institutions, He is at homs both in
Western and Ayurvedic eystems of ophthal.
mology and yet heis a staunch advocate of
this scicnce of eye.education, His words are
not ta be thrown averboard befote trdal, This
simple system can be evasily introduced in all
Middle and High Schools of India without
incurring heavy expenditure. No doctor Is
needed, Auny teacher without glasses can
‘do sa efficiently. All imperfect eye-sight s
accornpanied by strain and when the straln
is relieved, the abnormﬂ or imperfect vision
becomes normal.  Strain is an effort to see or

- gtare, Myopia or short-sight is an effort to see

S effort

at a distance while hypt-rme.'tmp{e{
{equire

to see al'the near point, It 'doie i
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any effort to see familiar abjects, Ifa Snellen
Test Card is put in each class-room and the
hoys are ashked to read the tetters in it occa.
sionaily, strain will become less, The same
practice tan - be continued in the home also
without any difficulty, Daily reading of the
Snellen Test Card is one of the best methods
R0 reduce eye-strain and relax the miod,
“The long-sighted must read fine print every
day as close to the eyes as it cap be done
Errors of refraction such as minus elght
myopia or plus nine hypermetropia have
‘been cured by this method of daily reading
the Saellen Test Card. Any method that
rests the mind and relieves the eye.strain will
improve the wvision, Bnt glasses must be
permanantly discarded from the wvery begin.

wing of the treatment and ..hcould not be m=d
wven in cases of emergency, :

The fact is that when the mind is at rest
nothliig can tirethe eyes, When we read an
lnteresling book, say a novel ar an aute.
biography for hours we never feel strained as
the mind is restful. Buat when we go
through an unioteresting book, after a few
mioutes, we pet signs of bead.ache or eye-
strain, 1f one wanis to have perfect sight,
one must have no thought of effort in the
mind, Every thought of effort in the mind
of whatever sort transaits a motor impulse of
strafp to the eyes. So also relaxation ean.
not as a rule be obtained by any eflfort. The
cause “of all imperfect visicn s a wroug
thought-~a thought of effort’ or strain and
the cure is as quick as the thought that
relaxes. So the highest degrees of refractive
error can be corvected in 2 very short time as
soon as the strain can be removed. The eye
with normal sight never tries to see, When.
ever fae opl trles to see, it ceases to bave
aora.al viL e, Slmoltaneous reticofepy and

&

[Marcr l"l.».).

other clinical observations hzmz proved  this,
Anybody who knows how to use  the retino-
scope can test this easily, Blinking is one of
the best methods to secure relaxation. By

blinking is meant closing and opening the,

eves frequently, It is a great help to the vision
because the eyes and the mind obtain a mea-
sure of rest when , the eyes are closed even
partially and momentarily, The normal eye
blinks constantly, Notice how a tiny baby or a
bird blinks. If you read or see anything with.
out blinking, visicn will be blurred, Those who
have imperfect sight do not blink but stare,

Too fast blinking is as bad as no blinking,

Blioking should not be mistaken for winking,
Abuormal eyes blink irregularly and jerkily,
Leara to blink theee times every two seconds
without effort, Make it a natural habit,
Thois is a very simple but effective way of
breaking up straio, Specially when one reads
or writes, the habit of blinkicg frequently
should be cultivated. After blinking a few

rinutes, all will get a sort of mental rcpnw., )

- Palming is another method of getting relaxas”

tion of all sensory nerves including these of
sight, This is done by covering the closed’

eyes with the palms of the hands (the fingers -

being crossed over the foreshead),in such a
way as to avoid pressure on the eye.balls,
So efficacious is this practice of relieving
strain that we all jostinetively resort to it ats
tirnes and from it most patients are able to
get & considerable degree of relanation, Some
patients are benefited merely by closicg the
eyes; but since some light comes through the
closed eye.lids a still greater degree of re.
laxation can be obtained {n alibut a few e&cceb.

tional cases by excluding it. Bot even if the

eyes are closed and covered in such a way &s
to exclude all the light the visual centres of
the brein, (though the optic perve may got

3 39
)
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b subjsct to the stimulation of light) may be
disturbed and the eyes may still be strain loser.
The patient will see illusions of lights and
colours ranging all the way from approximate
Black to kaleidoscoplic appearances so vivid
that they seem to be actually seen with the

. eyes. While palming, it is therelore neces.

sary to remember deepest black like printes’s
ink or blackest hair. At fiest it will not be
possible for those who have imperfect sight
to remeraber black perfectly but as the eye-
sight improves, ‘the deeppess of the black
increases, DBlack is not one of the seven
colours; it is rather the absence of all colowrs,
As it is the easiest colour to remember and is
diametrically apposed to light, the memory
of black relasxes the mind, It is impossible

1o succeed by eflort or by attempting to con.

centrateon the black, Those who cannoat
remember a black period at once may remem.
ber- a black cat, a Black shios or a black dress,

etc, while pa'ming, After ﬁalmmg a few
minutes, if you locok at the Snellen Test Card
tacked on the wall, you will get flashes of ir-
pmwd vision, The more you palm, the more
permanent will be your improved vision, A
blind painter had no perception of light iv one
eye and was. in terrible paio ; but when he svc.
ceeded [n seeing the black while palming, the
pain vanished and wheo he opened the eyes, he

~saw the light. A patient bad suflered agonie.

ing pain for six months from absolute glar-
coma with complete loss of sight in  the right
eye, When the tension of his eye.ball was
tested, it was found to be completely hard,
After palmiog and remembering a perfectly
black period for half an hovr, his eye-ball
became soft, the pain ceased and he was
able to see light, An aged and old lady with

fAfteén diopters of myopia got back her noor.’
mal sight by meaus of blioking and palming,

vor .
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though she bad wsw-ﬂ glasses for several years,
Many other dramatic cures have been obtalneid
by these methods of relaxation,

The eye with pormal vision appears o
pulsate or move from one direction to another
This apparent movement is due to the shifting
of the eye and is always in a direction con.
traty to the movement of the eye, When
the sight isimperfect, the letters or the objects
ragrardvd may remain stationary or even niove
m the same direction as the movement of the
eye. 1tisimpossible for the eye to fix a
point longer than a fraction of a second, If
it tries to do so it bepins to strain and the
vision is lowered, Eyes are capable of shift.
ing with great rapidity, The more rapid
the unconscious shifting of the eye the better
is the wvision, Shifting is always associateu
with swinging in a reverse way as stated
above., Whether one has imperiect or normal
sight, conscious shifting and swinging are a
great aid and advaatage to the eye, Shift.
ing, if done properly, rests the eyes as much
as palming. Mental swinging is at first easier
than visual swinging, Neremal sight is obtained
scon by alternately resting the eyes and
then shifting,

© Water is very cffective in tomng up the
eyes and the surrovnding tissues, At least
thrice daily, morning, noon and evening,
the eyes must be washed, Take a potfut
of water and splash the water twenty times
on to the eyes smactly but not violently
within two ioches of distance, This will
make the eyes glow and freshen them, San,
treatment is another great help in regaining
normal sight, The ancients, rightly said that
the sun is the god of eyes, The human
eye needs light in order to waintain its

praeas

efficiency, Glasses should be - ~‘-rr::'m-9uttlv '

given up- before sun.treatuent 'is i,.frguu,

.
H
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Bit in the sua once or twice daily, Close your
eyes and look at the sun and move the
head from side to side to ensurs the rays
falling on all pmrt*' of the eyes with equal
strength, This wmay be done twice a day ten
minutes each time, Palming should follow
sun.treatment, This has the power of draw.
lng blood to the eyes and relaxing the
muscles and nerves, The value of sunshine
fn all cases of defective vision cannot be
em{rge‘mted All sufferers arerecommended to
give sunlight to their eyes as much as possi.
&)le,“ While walking, one sbould imagine that
objects on both sides of the road are mov.
ing in a direction opposite to ane’s motion,
Winln« runningr, riding on a horse or travelling
Iu a m-hirlf. oae should imagine io the same
vgp,;,y with blinking. A boy of the D,AV, High
School, Bulandshahr,” was .suffering  from
blinduess in the left eye, His rich guardians
consulted all the prominent eye.specialists of
the United Provinces and elsewhere in vain,
He was permnanently cured by the Eye.Special-
ist, Ds, R.S. &pgrawal, Head of the Eye.
fastitute of Delhi, by tthL simple methods
uf wyt-.edumuon .

'All schools in India should introduce this
systern of eye.education in  right ecarnest,
Auny teacher with normal sight may success.
fully lead the boys in the education of their
eyes. ln each class one Snellen Test Card
shou’ld be placed on the wall -md the boys

o’

",
o
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during Tefsure or recess should be encouraged
to read the letters in it along with the practice
of other eye.exercises, This is the simplest

.and  the best way for the prevention and

cure of all refractive ervors, specially wyopla
in schools which are literally at present the
breeding places of these diskases, If the
methods are rightly tanght to the boys, they
will become their own doctors and will be
able to treat and cure themselves, This eye.
education should form a part of School Hy.
giene as eyes are the organs that are used most
in schools. There isnoreason to disbelieve this
simple system, There is no mystery about

*it. Sir Sita Ram, President of the U. P,

Legislative Couancil, Mr. B. L. Rastogi, Mert.

- ber of the Indian Legislative Assembly, and

other prominent men of the country have all
spoken highly of it, Mr, Rastogi, M, L. A,
bad bimself become blind in his tigbt eye,
The eye.specialist in charge of the Patna
General Hospital, Behar, diagnosed his case
as detachment of retina  with haemorrhage
but could not cure him with all his facse and
experience, At last he regained perfect
normal sight by these simple methods of eye-
education under the treatment’ of D) B3,
Agrawal of Deihi mentioned above. We

kope the headmasters of all schools will
serjously thionk over this matter and intro.

duce this system of eye.education io their.
schoels for the prevention and cure ¢f my.
opia among students,

2
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[HE regulations recently promulgated by

the Madras S, S. L, C, Board on English
-teaching in schaols is a valuable document
worthy of the careful study and examination
of all parties interested and engaged in
teaching English in -the Secondary stage,
Ever since the inauguration of the §, §, L. C
systers, we have been very frequently
receiving  instructions, suggestions, pro-

o ceedings, regulations, etc, uunder different

titles, all meant to direct and guide
English. - teaching in the high school forms,
with a view to rendering it productive of
better results, Inall these, the learned Board
had never undertaken to refer to the Middle
and Primary stages, perhaps because they
had deemed it to be outside their jurisdiction.
But now when all their efforts to improve
matters in the High School stage have
‘resulted in miserable failure, they have been
drive't to find 'some scape-goat to sacrifice
for the ills-of English teaching ; and they now
refer to these lower stages just hoping there.
by to relieve themselves of this responsibility
and throwing the blame on the teachers who
handle the Primary and Lower Secondary
vclasses, This argument, if rightly understood,
amounts to a confession, on the part of the
‘8. 8. L. C. Boatd, of their inability to improve
matters in the High School stage ; and when

they distinctly say that the defective English -

in the Middle School stage .cannot be
eradicated later on, it is nothmpr but an ad-
mission of their incompetence to do it, Ifin
their helplessness, they wish to exonerate
‘thethselves and the High School teachers by
throwing the whole blame on the teachers of

the lt’nmary and dedle School classes, one
might ask: “What do the High School teachers
do there all the three years, if the students
are: vs\,ll up when they enter the Fourth

Form?” Will the learned Board be pleased

to state with any’ degree of definiteness the
nature - of groundmg required at the Middle
Schoel Stapr and likewise what further or
hl;‘ltlﬁ‘l‘ work the Hich School teachers will do

.thereon ? Cm they do it { - Again, can they

propose measures that would tend to furnish
the requisite grounding in the Middle School
stage? They have not done it so far, :md 1
believe thev can never more do 1t.,

If the Board sincerely believe. that the

‘students admitted into the High Schools are

deficient in Eaglish, it-is left to them to make
adequate arrangements to have a filtration at
the end of the Third Form and insist upon
admitting into the Fourth Form only those
who are found fit to take up the High School
studies. Have they ever thought of this step?
If and when they can do it, it remains to be
seen what the High School teachers can do
with them ; and it is then and only then that
the Board will be justified in their admiration
for the graduate teachers and .the censure
they have been pleased to pronounce on the
secondary grade teachers,

(2) In their eagerness to shift the, re.
sponsibility, the learned Board have wisely

‘announced in the circular that (1) the

Secondary Grade Teachers’ who generally
handle the Primary classes and the Lower
Secondary forms for a period.of five years
‘are not =uﬂucunnt1y proficient in Engllsh,. that
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“they are responsible for (") ‘ the wrong
pronunciation, bad idiom and errors in
grammar and construction® which form'the
: characteristic defects of students; and that
these defects (3) f are impossible to -eradicate
afterwards.’ Having thus diognosed * the

“disease, they propose as a remedy that (4)

- *from the beginning, all teaching in English
' should be .done by Graduates in Arts, i
‘this last proposal of the S, S. L. C, illuminati
| is meant to be effective, 1 should like to ask:
| “What power in the land can-Teplace the
‘nilmemus Secondary Grade Teachers running
. tb  several thousands with Graduates?”
‘ " A little sane reflection should suffice to show
 that the proposal is simply preposterous and
" impracticable, [f there can be any meaning
“in this proposal, it must be that the Board
presume that what has been impossible in
- the hands of the Secondary Grade Teachers
~can be easily achieved by Graduates. The
*(\mhty and folly of this view would become
“manifest if we remember the following

- elassification and qualifications of the several
. grades of teackers 1—

i. Simple 8. S, L, C, holders, who have to
* their credit only the study of English
in High Schools for eight years,

ii. Failed Intermediates, who underwent
“  the course but failed to secure a pass,
' due to accident or some slight deficit

of mdrks. They have the higher @ludy
“"to their credit,

iii. Intermediates, who passéd the exami-
nation and have to their credit the same
two further years of higher study,

iv, - Failed B, A,s, who have to their
_,cxredlt a still further study for two
' , ymrs.. Their [failure to obtain the

i
[Magcw 1935,

degree must be due, a8 in.fhe previous
case, to accident or some slight deficit
of marks, :

' The difference in the' scholarship of
these different classes is obviously one
of degree. < '

v.. Graduates who -may be taken to be

almost on a par with the failed B, A.s _

in their attainments, only differing
from them in securing the pass marks,

Teachers handling English of the Primary
Classes and the First Form belong to the first

_two classes; and Forms II and [l are

generally handled by teachers coming under
iii and iv, If we look at the matter dis.
passionately, the simple S, S, L, C,s should
be able to handle the Primary Classes and
the First Form ; and the [ntermediates should
likewise be able to Leach Forms 1 and 11, If

‘these four grades of teachers could not teach

correct pronunciation, gram®:nr, construc.

tion and idiom, it is really mysterious how the
graduates as a class can be presumed to lay
better foundations in these directions, Is

there anything in the B. A, curriculsm _to
teach afresh these elements.in the B. °A.

classes? Are the professors meant to do all
this work there ? Can the learned Board point
to any differentiation in the studies such as
would deprive the educands of these elements
in the lower stages and ensure them in the
B.A, class? We see nothing of the kind ;'
and to speak the truth, all these elemcnta

‘must be mastered before students pass ‘irom

the high schools. And nothing but lack of
sanity can justify the view that graduates
-alone can lay good foundations in the lower
classes under these heads., When we see
that of these five classes of teachers, the
snmple S, 8. L. C.s have to their credit’ eight
years of English study, and the other clisses,
two or four years of further English qtudy and

o o o
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ng more, it is really. mystericus how the
graduates as a class can be presumed to be of
so profound a capacity for teaching English at
the initial stages while the other classes
deserve such untlattering remarks, Perhaps
in that word ‘ Graduates’ there is a charming
potentiality to metamorphose them into
thorough English teachers, The learned Board

will do well to shed this false notion and.

learn to think better and more honestly. Those
of us who have. opportunities of watching
the workings of the different grades of teachers
must be aware that results and efficiency are
not infrequently Inversely proportional to their
qualifications ; and as a matter of fact even
graduates must fail to produce better
results. Suppose, for argument's saks, we

grant the correctness of this view and replace

all  the- becnndaty Grade teachers with
Graduates whatever be the difficulties; can
they achieve the end? 1 have to give a

‘decided ' No ’ in answer, Not only graduates;
.even M, A;s and D, Litts, cannot do it so

long as the time-honoured conditions remain

uncharged.. They have, of course, all their

proper sphere of usefulness. A pen.knife and
a sword are indeed the same in kind ; but you
can do nothing in the battle-field with a pen-
knife; nor can you mend a pen with a sword,

‘ There is no use talking in this fashion. It is

unfair to calumniate the whole class of Secon-

* dary Grade teachers who are doing their work

-honestly, when as ‘a matter of fact the real
E{ - 1~ . . .

. tause for the failure of English teaching lies

elsewhere, in the methods recognised and
enforced, in the abandonment of certain

-factors recognised to be of vital importance

in the linguistic course, in the absence of the
most material elements in the text.books now

“adppted inschools, in the prevailing ignorance
-of the Science and Art of Language Teaching

,""
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and, to sum up, in the haphazard and desultory
fashion of teaching English as it now prevails,

Now. coming to the Secondary Grade
teachers once again, can the learned Board
specify why they have failed to lay good
foundations in English, The defect in them
must be either want of scholarship and come
mand in English or lack of teaching capacity,
If the Board think that the former is the
cause, it simply reflects on their own failure
to furnish them with the requisite grounding
in English at school, and also on the failure
of the University to improve their English in
the college classes, It is really absurd that
educands after from eight to twelve years of
English study should be so awfully defective
in pronunciation, grammar, construction and
idiom, This furnishes clear proof that the
S. 8. L. C. Board as well as the Universities
are incompetent to improve English teaching
in schools and colleges; and they blindly or
recklessly grant false certificates to undesery-
ing men. So these learned bodies will do-
well to bestir and apply themselves to this
noble task of raising the standard of English
teaching in schools and colleges. If, in the
alternative, the defect of the teachers should
be found in their teaching capacity, this must

- be rectified in the training institutions, 1t is

an open secret that the training such as is
given to the would.be.teachers now.a-days
amounts to be no more than a qualification
entitling them to steady tenure and personal
prospects and rendering them absolutely
immune, whatever be the results of their
teaching ; and that it does not lead to the at.
tainment of any teaching capacity. As matters
now stand, we are quite well aware that, not
infrequently, many untrained teachers are
found to be more efficient than the trained
ones, It isthus clear that the.present-day

u
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training does not ensure teaching capacity.
. So it is a matter of urgent necessity that the

. training of teachers should be made to have

‘a closer bearing on teaching capacity
“attempt to ensure it )

|

and

.

This question naturally leads us to a dis.
é;::ussion of the methods of teaching English,
"This is a very broad question not quite
, possible to be dealt with in a contribution
‘like this. The writer of this article having
' studied the problem through a teaching career
" extending over nearly half a century has arriv-
ed at certain conclusions which may deserve
, the careful and leisurely consideration of the
'8, S. L, C. Board if they are honestly inclined
‘to improve English teaching and can con-
~descend to lake his research work into their

consideration, His work has already appeared

‘in the press and is well-known not only
‘throughout the Andhradesa but also in the
_whole of India, The author sincerely be-
‘lieves that his constructive proposals form the
.right selution of the intricate linguistic
problem and, ‘if adopted, would lead to a
.decided improvement in -the teaching of
'English, A brief statement of bis remedial
. propusals is offered here for the information
of the S, 8, L. C. Board and the educationists
“in the country.

If we take a bird’s-eye-view of Knglish
teaching iv our country, we find two distinct
_eras, old and new, separated in 15006, The
‘old scheal of teaching laid no small emphasis
on Translation and Grammar ; and each was
icarried to its own extreme, Grammar teach-
‘ing had elaborated into a system of multifaricus
'exercises comprising parsing, analysis, con.
‘version, transformation, recasting .and a
‘thousand and one varietiea of exercises,
" Books camesbut on the basis of this principle

L
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and they had been the rule of the day, As

for Translation, it had not been developed

into any system and what was done under the
head consisted of translating passages in both
directions.  Towards 1906, both these factors
were  discredited and abandoned, and a
regular crusade was carried against them,
This revelution was not without a justification,
since it was made in pursuance of a great
reform in the field of linguistic methods in
Europe, This reform was started in the
seventies of the last century ; but had un-
dergone many changes and madifications
from time to time, so that in 1906 the reaction
in favour of translation was so strong that
Otto Jespersen,. to quote f{rom one of the
eminent thinkers, denounced the anti-transla-
tional view as a stupidly negative idea, If
the educational revolutionists of 1906" ever
cared to ascertain the truth in the matter,
they could have had no justification for the
drastic s'iep. But a death blow was dealt
upon it, The grammar gyfn'nasti;:s were also

_discredited and dene away with, Thus the

new school of English teaching has come to
proceed on some novel lines comprised in
what is known as the Direct Method and this
is now the rule of the day. Bat during these
twenty.cight years of the adoption of the
reformed system, there had been consider-
able change in regard to grammar teaching
go much so that all that wae discredited and
abandoned has come to be.restored in fole
by the wisdom of the S. S, L. C, Board. * Is
it not a matter to be deplored that the learned
Board could not have ssen that this is no more
than a retrograde step deserving congemnas’
tion? And one thing really puzzles me, how
the Department could countenance and lend
their support to such a good-for-nothing
retrograde step, Space does not permit me

P
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to present a.full discussion on the folly of this
step; bt [ Bhould like to ask how this drill
can now furnish any command in English
when the same had miserably failed in the old
schoal;” One more point would dispel the
folly of the step. We find so-many speakers
and writers in the mother-tongue ; are they
able to,do any of these exercises and are they

. not well up in the mother-tongue without

them # Again, does anybody ever go through
a.coutse of these exercises in their lives to
gain mastery of the mother-tongue? But
these points may be matters too silly for the
consideration of the S, 5, L. C, reformer.
Coming to translation, there is no move any-
where to give it the place it deserves in the
English course. Prolessors and sane thinkers
everywhere gave up the anti-translational
view long, long ago and everywhere we find
strenuous eflorts to restore it to its proper
place in the linguistic course.

Under the old school, grammar and transla-
tion were looked upon as the two wheels of a
chariot, essential and indispensable ; but they

" had no clear conception of their relative and

wlutual functions in the scheme of linguistic
studies and so they were kept distinctly apart,
In these circumstances English teaching had
reeded verily as a chariot would go if the
$tls were put upon it as aload. Now

’ they -have introduced one whee! and only
* put it upon the chariot—egrammar, The other

wheel, translation, is left out of account, and
how the chariot can go .with one wheel put
upon it can be easily conceived, If they look
upon restoring translation which is recognised
to be a vital factor as a retrograde step; 1
must {rankly tell them that it cannot be worse
than thé restoration of the good.for.nothing
grammar drill, To sum up, both grammar
and translation are essential to English

(L' ) w
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teaching ; but so far nobody has been able to

define their scope in the linguistic studies ;

and what is more important, they tould not
adapt them so as to suit the requirements of
a linguistic course, The research work
referred to above relates to this aspect, and
suitable courses were produced, incorporating
a combination of grammar and translation in
a novel way so as to furnish a good ground-
ing in pronunciation, grammar and construc.
tion and idiom. The theoretical and scientific
background of these schemes was long ago

placed before the public through the press

and also before the Department and the
S. 8. L, C, Board, What is now left for the
Board is to remove the ban on translation, {0
recognise its importance as a vital factor and
welcome and encourage schemes of translas
tional inslruction, such as are available, look
into them and take such action as they may
deserve alter a leisurely and dispassionate
inquiry, If and when this is done, the two
wheels of the linguistic chariot would make it
a complete whole competent to proceed
smoothly. While the old school kept the two
wheels on the chariot and failed to let the

chariot go aright, the new school has so far

intreduced only one wheel and kept it again
on the chariot in its ignorance; it is now
high time that the second wheel, translation,
should be brought in, that a rational com-
bination of these elements be made, thus

_tonnecting the two wheels to an axle; and

lastly putting the chariot on the axle and
fizing it there. All this work has been done
for the Department by an earnest teacher as
referred to above and it remains for the
Department and the 8, 8, L. C, Board to have
a look into it,

"~ Having thus shown that translation and
grammar are both equally essenfial and form
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a really useful course, they have to be adapted
and combined so-as to suit linguistic require-
ments;- A word has to be said about the

. Direct Method ‘which has no doubt some

merits of its own. - This method has so long
failed because of its aversion to translation ;
. and when ouce translation is made to join

hands with the Direct Method, all the defects
. will vanish away, But here a word has to be
said by way of defining the respective
spheres of translation and the Direct Method,
Translation is essential at first as is the
scaffolding for the building of a house, or
rather as the foundaticn 5 when this founda.
tion is well Iaid in the Primary and Lower
Secondary forms, the Direct Method will
_have a fair prospect of success in the High
School stage; and in the hands of the
Secondary Grade teachers this novel system

will work very well at the injtial stages ; and

the graduates af the High Bchool classes can
work out the Direct Method efficiently so as
to bring English teaching to the crowning
point. ' :
Now arises another point which plays no
small part in shaping the teachers’ activities
and ensuring the students’ progress, but has
all through received but scant attention if it has
not being ignored or belittled, They say: ‘The
teacher is cverything! What is there in

method # This view is of dourse true to some _

extent but even the teacher is nothing without
a suitable text-book, The enunciation of
methods and principles can never give a
definite shape to the teachers’ activities and

if he is left to himself without an adequate.

text-book containing a scheme of lessons
based upon the method or principle enun.
ciated, there can be no unilormity and all
teaching is left to the winds, The S. S, L.C,
‘Board bas openly recognised that pronuncia.

.
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tion, grammar and construction and idiom
are badly taught, But [ should like to ask:
“1s there anything under these heads satis.
factorily treated in the English text.books
now in use?”  We find scores ‘of English
teaching sets, all preduced by eminent educa-
tionsits ;° but can anybody show these
elements dealt with satisfactorily by any
text-book writer? The books as they are,
contain nothing under these heads ; and they
are mostly of the type of English Reading
books meant for English children to whom
English is the mother-tongue.. In the case
of the mother-tongue children have acquired
speech already before they begin to read a
book ; and in their case what has been
previously acquired in the natural course
goes a good way to facilitate further
study, But in the case of the Indian student
to whom English is a foreign language, the
books are quite unsuitable ; and in the absence

of a preparatory course furnishing pronuncia-.

tion, grammar, construction and idiom, all
teaching becomes desultory and aimless and
there can be nothing to render the teaching
uniform, nor to enable the student to gracp
and master these details in a satisfactory
manner, For this reason, it becomes a
matter of urgent necessity that simple cournes
dealing with these details should be made
available for the teachers to teach and for the

students to follow up the instruction.  Itis*

the text-book and text-book alone that can
afford for the teachers and the taught a com-
mon plasform for their activities, The mout
important part of the research referced to
above relates to the preparation of such
courses, These appeared for the first time as
early as 1607 and they have all through won
the appreciation of the press as well as of

eminent educationists in the country, They-
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are all before the Education] Department of
Madras, In referring to the research work
such as has been described above, I simply
mean to point out to the S. S, L, C. Board
that adequate courses suitable to irmpress
correct pronunciation, grammar, construction

_and -idiom are badly wanting in the field and

are urgently needed; and that translation
and grammar have to be taught in combina-

-.tion so as to fulfil the requirements of an

efficient linguistic course and unless a move

]
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is made to incorporate in the scheme of
English studies an adequate admizture of
translation at the early stagesin the manner
pointed out above, it is idle to expect any
good to English teaching,

In conclusion, [ hope that the §, S, I, C,
Board will be inspired with an honest in-
clination to improve English teaching in the
country and be enabled to deal with the
problem in a really rational spirit,

' 1

Srinivasa Varadachari & Co.,, }90. Mount Road, Madrax
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THE F‘HHLOSQF’HY OFA- E., THE MODERN !P}i..aHi l"’&ﬁ)ﬂ'{'

’

By Mr. P, B, Bamvwivasan, B.A, (Hons.), : ‘:. o

Guntur.

Y ALE. s the pen-nare, cor rather the occult symmbol
indicating the immortal spirit, who in this life, as
George W. Russel, a native of an ill-favoured
manufactaring towa in Clster, edits the organ of
Agricultaral Co-operation in Ireland, paints pictures
of the worlds, visible and invisible, and distils into
everlasting lyrics the wisdom and besuty of the
Infinite.”

Dr. [, H, Cousins,

I'
“To call A, E, by his right name, George

“Russel, is as bad a mistake as calling George

Eliot by her natural name of Maria Evans.”
rightly considered
advisable to adopt as the title of this paper
¢ The Philosophy of A, E”

A, E. is, in the words of his friend and
co-worker, William Butler Yeats, 2 ¢ post and
mystic,”* He is primarily a poet and so he
must be judged and appreciated as a poet,
It is only by the applicalion of true standards
of postic excellence that a correct ‘estimate

can be formed of the value of bis writings.
I’have not, however, set myself in this paper
the task of appreciating A, E. as a poet and
appraising his works as poetry, [ have only
undertaken the humble task of interpreting
the philosophy embodied in his poetry. It
is my object to elucidate the ideas contained
in his poems and show that a coherent
philosophy of life can be built out of them
This paper therefore does not claim to be an
exhanstive study of A, E,, the poet, “ What
I shall seek in the poet’s writings >’ to quote
the words of a writer on the philosophy of a
great Eoglish poet, “is not beauty but
truth,”+ '

* W. B. Yeats—dAutobiographies,
YEenry Jones—Browning as a Phlloaophxcal and
Relsuioua Teachez, ’

v

Il,

A, E, or George Russel, needs oo introduc-
tion to studeats of modern’ English poetry.
He is ocne of the poets of the Irish
Renaissance, He is therefore closely as-
ociated with the movement of the *Modern
Irish Literary and Dramatic Revival,®' in-
auvgurated a few decades back in lreland by
poets and patriots like W, B. Yeats. Inspired
by the desire ‘to create a distinctively
national literature, rooted in the Celtic past, '
this movement has, in the words of a writer,
made Dublin cne of the intellectual centres
of the world,

A, E, is a poet as well as a practical maan
of affairs.. * His life,” says Flumbert Wolfe,?
“on one side at least has been practical ia
the extreme, For years he was a conscien.
tious and notably successful adeninistrator,
His work in the co.operative agricuitural
movement has left a permanent mark in Ire-
land, In all the Celtic Renaissance he played
the part of an innocent but no less creative
Cosimo de Media,
Abbey Theatre, as in the re-orgaoisation of
the Gaelic toague he played a leading and
orderly part, A. E. can therefore not be set
an one side as a hopeless visionary, who took
refuge from bis failure in life in day dreams.”
A. E. disproves the common misconception
that the poet is an unpractical idealist, a
mere visionary, a man with his head a!ways

in the clouds.
N ‘

1 The Aryan Path, Vol, IV, No, 1, Jammry 1933 :
The Mysticism of A, E,, by Humbert Wolie.

1

In the foundation of the
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A, E. is a great philosopher-poet, * He
belongs to the gloricus galaxy of philasaphic
potis to whom their philosophy was so much
a thing of life, so exalted by the joy of dig
covery and experience, so  vitalised by
emation, that it was the most natural thing in
the warld {or them to express in poetty the
thoughts that to them were charged with
leeling.”* A, E. pives the lie to the mis.
conception that philosophy is incompatible
with poetry.  He shows, on the ather hand,
that philosophy, vitalised by fecting and
suftused with emotion, can fusgire poetry of
high order. The poems of A. E, are based

on bis own spiriteal experiences and Bxpress -
truths realised and lived by the goet, They

are marked by emotional fervour, becagse

they ‘ give us the emotion of seefng things in

their truth.” * His poems carry with thewm

the saul of poetry in their rapture  and
# spiritnal exaltation,”

The poetry of A, E. must have a speciaf
interest for Indian students, He is a poet
powerfolly influenced by the thought and
idealism of India, He derives much ipspira.
ticn from the RBhagavad &Gita and the
Upanishads, and bis view of life bears a close
affinity to the indian view of e, His works
show a close acquaintance with the mystical
fiterature of Jodia and bis poems Whe Krishns,
One, ete,, reveal his appreciation of the thought
of this conntry.  Dr. J, H, Cousias points ta
bis work as an evidence of ‘the steady
turniog of English literatuce towards the East
in letter and spirit/f

v,
"A, E. is & poet of mysticism. His poetry
is saturated with the mystcal spirit and

* Renaissance in India by Dr, James 3, Cousins,
P. 166, ‘

¥ Renadesquse i Indis by Dr, J. H. Cousiss, vide
the shapier pn ‘' Ogientation of English Literatura,” A

’
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steeped in mystical thonght, * The mysticism
of Russel” says Phelpe, “is more than his
ceeed ; it is bis Jife, His poetry and his prose
are oot shadowed by bis mysticism, thep
emapate from it”] A, E’ poetry is there.
fore representative of the * wistlul mysticism
and fervent idealism’ which, according to
Mattbew Aruold, are the distingnishing
characteristics of the Celtic people.

It 35 essential to distinguish, saps A, H,
Thompson,§ verse about mysticlsm from the
vesse of the mystic,  The larmer merely deals
with and contains ideas of a mystical
character whereas the latter is inspired by
ideas, derived from the mystical experiences
of the poet,  The troe mystic isa seer, is one
who bas seen and perceived truth, and the
true maystic poet therefore Is cae who speaks
from  the vastage-ground of his own ex.
peritnces,

A, B, is certaloly the type of a true mystic,
The faculty of ¢ secing visions and dreaming
visiens” js inborn in him and he began to
have spicitaal experiences evea when he was
very young, As he himzelf saps, “f was aged
about sixtesn or seventeen years, when 1
becatne aware of a mysterious life Guickeniog
within my life, I bepan to be astonished
vrith mysell, for, walking along country roads,
intense and passionate imaginations - of
anotper world, of an interior nature began to
overpower me”’q The poetry of A, B, is a

-record of his visions and dreams and describes

the experiences of those exalted moments-
‘when he became fire.switlen and was caught
into beaven,” It is certainly the ¢ verse of the
wystia? . e
The faculty which enables the mystic to
penetrate iata the spiritual essences of things.

T The ddvance of English Pottyy—W, 1. Phelps,
o 3, .

§ Essays and Studies, By Mambers of the Fuglish
Assoeiation, Vol. Vi1, p. 90, . ‘

Y The Candle of Vision—<A, E., p. 4.

)
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Mancr 1933, THE PHILOSOPHY OF A, E. N
“ : 3 sticd fe conseious  of

‘ int ari bed  ysticism,) Al mystics are
i5,a a points ont,* variously descrd ' 1y stic onseions of
1‘5{’13 S@i?::iz‘;eftal feelin;g,' mysiic season or !some 9}:“30!{}1& u'l L’muy Sundellymg:g} is@i:m
o ir?;:m; insight, In the Paradise Lost, Mitton ipfinite variety of lifs,’ As | pnrgm:»:; y i;; m.{,
wasd i { 5 d

:?:ays for jnward ceestial Nght that he may “All alike agree in one respect,

o O ¥ 1bi‘¢ ﬂlelt i\&‘ ht. Q&S&l@ﬂ&fﬁf- 8»3@1“00 c‘nd th!‘»t t a U!‘lir. i
re &

reveals the spiritual signiﬁcanee‘of‘ things. one Diving Spiril— |
The mystic plates reliance on intuition :f:zd “ the spleit that im ;}elﬁ
insight because he belleves that there :; & A thiakiog things, s objects of al
region inacgessible to the hum‘an under- thought,
standing, and thase are.htmthz w:;zisn Cali’lll(ff;: Aud calls throngh a# things.” |

i the human r . :
gfysggs:.e:;zfefz?;, always exalt " the path of The mysticis thus one whz mi;i’: 3‘? zg
intuition, which is the way of wisdam, DA ¢he man.y,ﬁ w:km sees (mﬁ. change ess am{)m ;
of love, over the path of fntellect, whichis the 44 the lives, o the separate one inseparable,

? way of knowledge bara of observatian” A.E, A E g a true seer who is ever conscious of

also, sharing as he does, the experiences asd  the oge infiaite truth behind the myti;aid f:m;;:zi
copvictions of the mystig diser'zmma.tes of matter, Hes h:«*xs yisions ?3( ;itc a:vzs c‘;
between these two paths, the former of which  eality hiddeu. behind the "f":”; o aﬁ‘}'i'fzw.‘;
alone taa lead a maa to the Absolute, He aud his gars is ﬁs{ed on thf& On{é ﬁ‘ea; ity ;};
thus bursts forth o ope of kis goems: the core of {!}nggs, Ltk:: Ra ;g; rang h
» Age is no more near than youth Tagore, he”;ﬁsa sings of the ¢ bliss at tha toue
To the sceptre and the crown of the one in the play of the many,'
Vain the wisdom, vais the truth; » Qae thing in all things have ¥ seen !
Da not Iay thy rapture dowa.” Qae thought has haunted earth and aly :

In another poem, speaking of a child, be -} saw the wystic vision fow

¢ And live in men, and woods and strearos,”
S A
= # Higber wisdom we have zot

A ithip guides you.” Belief o unity in diversity vaturally leads
joy w :

e e b withio the to the belef in the fiivinity of a%ilth;n?:s}

it is this joy, "this warmib wit t; N Spurgeon says ¢ < This fundamenta a!,“‘i
breast ' that can enable a aan to scale the in unity leads gatucally to the fur:hf;r beliz
heights of truth, :&: E, t.las given axprefsslzan that all fwings about us are bz?t ,,Otm%;”:
cta this conviction in his prose Wof‘ ; A0, anifestations of the ane ?wme life. 1_ ,_K{

; “ " obj ven the miesns:
st others oy be eocouraged to O01cts 306 threore to i ncn s e
beficve that by imagination they can lay iold discerps the spiritual fo coramou things, and

of truth.” v his eyes are always open to the divine essencs

Belief in uaity at the heart of things is the 5 ooppeon — Mysticiem  in English  Literature,

poi he goal, the basic fast of Chap t. o .
*stating-point, the_Ro% 1 Spurgeon ~ Mysticlm i Eoglish Literature,
Chap 1 CE

&

® Spurgeon~Mysticis iz Epglish  Literatuse.—
Cbap. l4 -
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which informs and inhabits them. He sces,
in the words of the poet, Blake,

“ A world in a grain of sand
And & heaven in a wild dower,”

Mysticism has thus been rightly defined by
Granger as fthat attitude of mind which
divines and moves toward the spiritual in the
common things of life’* A, E. sharing as he
does, this attitude of mind, concludes one’ of
his poems with the prayer:

¥ Give me this vision to the {uil
To see in lightest things thy power,” .

A, F. is fully endowed with the power of

penetratiog  beneath outward appsarances
and seeing into the life of things, He ‘is
engaged,’ as a critic points out; ‘in the con-
tinual apprehension of the wmystic or
philosophic meaning, the significance of the
appearance of things't BEvery common

object to him ‘seems apparelled in celestial

light, “the rudest sod is thrilled with fire of

hidden clay and haunted by all mystery,! It

is one of his firm convictions that ‘nowhere
do we move where the eye does not receive
its vision of infinity,” What strikes him most
in the visible world is, to quote his own
words, € this condensation of the infinite in
the atomic’ A. E. enlarges on this idea of
the divinity of all things in his prost works.
In the Mask of Apolio,} the poet, uvsing
Apollo as the vehicle of his own convictions,
makes him speak thus to a busbandman :
*The Father omnipotent does not live ooly
in the acther, Know that every flower, as it
droops in the quiet of the woodland, feels
withid' and far away the approach of an
unutterable life and is glad. They reflzct that
life as the little pools the light of the stars,
Zeusis no greater in the acther than he is in
the leaf of grass.” The same idea fnds

® Granger-~The Soul of a Christian, p, 41,
+ Davisen--Seme Modern English Poots,
% &, E, —Jtnaginations and Reveries,

1H
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beautiful expression in another of his works.
“ The works of the Magician of the Beautifyl
ate not like ours and in the least fragment,
His artistry is no less present than in the
stars.  We may enter the infinite through the
winute no less than through the contemplation
of the vast,” :

The mystic who is concerned with the
inward significance of objects sees every
natural phenomeunon as a symbol of God.
“ The essence of mysticism is,” as Dean
Ingeer puts it, ““ to believe that everything, in
being what it is, is symbolic of something
bigher and deeper than itself” A. E, him-
self, in his essay on ¢ Religion and Love,’ **
defines spirituality as ‘the power of ap-
prehending formless spiritual essences, of
seeing the eternal in the transitory, and in the
things which are seen the upseen things of
which they are the shadow. Mysticism is
the power of seeing ¢the soul behind form,
substance bebind shadow.’ [n the poem,
Transience, A, E, lays stress on the idea

that beauty is the symbol of something higher
and nobler.

“ For when most beaotiful we feel
That there is something they reveal,
Some lordlier being of their kind ;*
Aud beauty only meaneth this

And to the symbol we are biind,”

A, E.is therefore a passionate lover of

-earth’s beauty., As E. Herman puts it “He

is a whole-hearted worshipper of earth’s
beauty, not indeed, in the pagan sense, but
as one who, eating bread with joy and tasting
the juice of the grape to the last eaqaisite
drop, knows them to be transubstaptiated
into the true body and biood of the Lord,
Earth seems the perfect sacrament to him, io

§ Candle of Vision, p. 135,

9 Dean Inge ~English Mystic Poets, p 174,

LAV W DI Imaginations and Reveries, .
Tt E. Herman-~The Meaning and Value of Mygticisz,
PP 170-171. : :
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which symbol and Reality are made ope in
a lucid identity and equivalence.” To A, E.
the whole earth presents an appearance of
beaoty and splendour. In the poem 4 New
World, he says:

[ who had sought afar from earth

The fairy land to weet,

Now find content within its girth

And wonder nigh my feet '

And ali | thought of heaven belare

I find in earth below.”

Mather Earth can bring a man into touch
with God, In the poem beginning with the
famous line, * I begin through the grass once
again to be bound to the Lord,” the poet

“seeking refuge with his mother, the earth,

and laying his hot face against ‘the cool,
green tresses that mantle ber breast! finds
that in touching the soft, green hair of the
earth he hastouched God.”

The attitude of the mystic to the world is
determined by his belief in the divinity of
all things, Instead of feeling himgelf in con-
fiict with nature, he realises his essential
kinsiip with her and he finds a friend every-
where, He feels that “all we see has affinity
with us; This is strikingly exemplified in
A, E. who sings thus:

% What 1 love in you 1 find

LEverywhere, A friend | greet

In each flhower-and tree and wind"

YL

The universe represeats not merely a state
of being but also a process of grawing and be-
coming, It is a manpifestation of God ‘and it
also represents a steady progress towards
Godhead, The universe itself is born out
self-sundering of God, The finite
world of time and space is the revelation of

L4

‘the Abselute and it also represents the strog.

gle of the Absolute to regain Its freedom,
W T, .
The vniverse is a going forth from God as also

. THE PHILOSOPHY OF A. E. : 5

a coming tawards God, As A, E, puts it in
one of his essays : )

“ Boundless being, when manifested, re-
vealed itself in two forms of life, spirit and
substance ; and the endless evolution of its
divided rays had as its roat impulse, the desire
to return to that boundless being,*

In the poem Krishua, A. E, has given a
beautitul picture of the dual nature of God,

The universe is therefore God retorping to
Himself. The Everlasting Will is working
out its beneficent purpose in the World

through the lives of all liviog beings.  The

Everlasting works its will until'Bédy‘ and
Spirit are apart,’ ¢ Through mauy a cycle’s
cbb and flow the vniverse is ‘wanderiug to
the Truth! ’

The one Will is pursuing its purpose, heed-

_less of everything else, In the poem, Destiny,

A, E says:
“ Like wiads or waters were her ways :
“The fAowing tides, the airy streams
Are troubled not by any drearns;
They know the circle of their days,
Like winds and waters were her ways |
Taey heed not immemorial ones ; '
They move to their high destivies -
Beyong the little voice that prays,”

Vi,
The God of the mystic is not a philosophic-

al abstraction buta living Person who sus.

tains the universe and reveals Himself to men
in moments of gloorn and despondency, in.
spiring them with hope and joy, A mystic
is a Godintoxicated person, burning with
intense spiritual hunger, and the colourless,
formless Absolute of philosophy cannot
minister to his spiritual needs and allay bis
spititual bhuvger, The abstract Beyond of
philosaphy becomes to the mystic a living

person, snd therefore in mystic “poetry we.
o
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have, in the place of the impersonal Absolute,
a divine person, wha} is worthy of our ador-
ation and worship, Jnd whom we have to
love and fear, The. qupremu Reality is, in
other words, objectified and identified with a
living Being to whom men can surrender
themselves, ¢ The o7e is for the mystic,’ says
Evelyn Underhill,* ¢ not merely the Reality of
‘all that is, but also a living object of love,’

" God, conceived as a person, becomes to the
mystic the infinite ideal of Perfection, the
embodiment of Truth, Beauty and Goodness.
“ The qualities of truth and beaunty,” to quote
Deap Inge,t “infinitely magnified and exalted
above all impurities and imperfections, hold a
place in the character of Gd,” Man is endow-
ed with intellect, emotion, and will, and God,
the ideal of perfection, necessarily appears as
the very répository and fountain-head of the
qualities of truth, beauty and goodness, “The
human individoal is a unity of istellect, emo.
tion, and will, and the Supreme Ideal, to
satisfy sentiment, will and reason, appears
as Supreme Beauty, Supreme Good, Supreme
Truth.”} '

A.E.'s conception and characterisation of
God are in consonance with the best tradi.
tions of mystic poetry, God is concelved and
described as a living person, who can be seen
and with whom we can commune. In the
poem ‘ A Enity,’ the poet says :

“You and I for all his vaunted width

Kadw the giant space is but a myth;

QOver miles and miles of pure deceit

You and | have found our lips can meet,

# Tvelyn Underhill—Mysticism.

$ W. R. Inge Personal Idealism and Mysticism,
p. 18,

£ Dr, {8ir} Radhakrishnan - The Philosophy of
Ravindranatly thgore

e

[Marca 1935.

You and [ have laughed the leagues apart
In the soft delight of heart to heart,
I1 there’s a gulfl to meet or limit set,
You and | have never found it yet.”

Many of the poems of A.E, describe hs
intimate personal realisations of God. They
describe the experiences of those ¢ days and
nights of freedom, when the Mother rewarded
him by lifting a little the veil which hid her
true face.” In [)ream. he describes how the
eyes of God cast on him enrapturing looks,

“ Your eyes, Your other eyes of dream
Lnoked at me through the veil of blank :
I saw the j-yous, starlit gleam

Like one who watches rank on rank,”

[n another poem, the poet comes forth with
the significant words:
“ What if [ see behind the veil
Your starry self beseeching me,”

In another he describesin an ecstatic manner
the bliss of lying in the sweet of the sun,
while veil after veil takes flight, revealing
God in all His brilliance. The poet exclaims :

“(Oh! the night on the steep! v
All that his eyes saw dim

Grows light in the dusky deep,

And God is alone with him,”

God is to A, E. also the repository of the
attributes of Beauty, Truth and Love. He

Ll

sings thiis?
“ Awa}, ! The great life calls; I leave
bor Beayly, Beauty’s rarest flower,
[‘or Truth, the lips that ne’er decsive ;’
bor Love, 1 lea'.e love’s haunted bower.”’

Mercy is a divine virtue and so, itis natural
that it; should figure prominently in the
characterisations of God in mystic poetry.
The God of A, E. is the very ocean of-fiercy

Marom 1935.]

and love. He uses the symbolsof Mother
and Brother to bring out the idea of God’s
boundless love, The poem, Mystery, con-
cludes with the lines:

“The tremulous lips of air blow by me -
And hymn their time-old melancholy ;
Its secret strain comes nigh and nigh me;
Ah ; brother, come with me;

For he:re the ancient Mother lingers |

To dip her hands in the diamond dew,

And lave thine ache with cloud-cool

. fingers
Till sorrow die from you

In auother poem, God is described as

a ‘ Mother,’
“ Where many a breken heart hath lain,
/}ud many a weeping head.’

THE PHILOSOPHY OF A, T. Yy

In another, He is ¢a big, kind brother,
whose home is everywhere, God is represent-
ed as the unfailing source of support and
gonsolation to men, as ‘ the migbt that holds
our frailty,’ The love of God is so boundless
that He even patiently pursues an individual
ontil be attains eternal happiness through
self-surrender, This idea finds expression in
a poem, inspired by the medizval idea of
Iove-ch’tse, made familiar by Francis Thomp.
son’s poem, Zhe Hound of Heaver. The
poor little child is marked out by the huntear,
and pursued by the hound. The poem ends
with ﬂ“f sugpestive words :

“The Quarry and the Phantom Hound, |
Where are they now ? Beyond what
star i "

(To be concluded), *

Srinivnsg Varadachari & Co,, 1949, Mount Road, Madras
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BOOKS, THE BEST FRIENDS. AN \ '%,w g %
N . By Mh Gorat NanbpaN BINHA, i\qu\ £y Ty r.:?
Obra.

LAYMAN complains that he has on
friend,
he should select as his companion.

If you are destitute of a real friend, books
can. prove to be your best friends, - They
‘never demand any sort of obligation which
a friend of blood and flesh thinks due to him,
as his co-mate. Books can keep you company
all day and night, if you so desire them and
instead of being monotonous, remain enjoy-

. ziblg keeping you constantly well informed of

something new every moment. They impart
knowledge to you, Whenever you are in a
dejected mood, buoks as a matter of fact do

encourage your drooping spirits with their:

soothing and beautiful expressions of sublime
thoughts ar do divert your attention towards
some eventful happening, quite natural of a
novel. The debt we owe to books was very
well explained by Richard de Bury, Bishop
“Thege,” he says, “are the
masters who instruct us without rods and
ferules, without hard word and anger, with-
aut clothes or maney. If you approach them,
they are not asleep ; if investigating you inter-
rogate them, they conceal nothing; if you
mistake them, they never grumble; if you are
ignorant, they cannot laugh at you. The
library, therelore, of wisdam is more precious
thati all riches and nothing
wished for is worthy to be compared with it,
Whosoever therefore wishes himself to be a
zealous follower of truth, of happiness, of wis-
. dom, of science or even of the faith, must of

' ,m-cm,qlt)l make himself a lover of books.”

Just imagine that you are sitting in your
garden at home with a book in your hand,

for he does not know whont

" pushes off the profligate

.that can be _
they clasp your bosom.

\ﬁ & YEU¥

i

You are reading something,. suppiilngndit’

novel, with rapt attention and you are at the

page where the hero is away and a scoundrel

with an ill-intention enters the house and

tries to molest the heroine but she gallantly

who never again

dreams of her ; you ' never live without prais-

ing the virgin for her bravery which saved

her chastity, ‘
How forgetful of the world you become

when you are in the midst of facts like

this in a novel ! You never but finish the

book. You begm another with the greed of

geing through other strange happenings and

.consequently when you become a perfect

lover of novels you never heed any man even
if he be standing by your side.

Novels do not only mean novels alone,
but books on various topics which the
reader might feel an aptitude for, and novels
are after all books,

Sa you never nead a comrade to talk to if
you are feeling lonely, Pick up books and
you are befriended with numerous companions
to talk to, Books are [riends which keep you
company in times of afliction and happiness
with equal fidelity, at the steep peaks and
plains, with equal zeal and steadiness, When-
ever you need their lm!p;/ycu open them and
How socthed and
cooled your weary spirits feel when you open
the Testaments to read the lines—Let us
crown ourselves with rose buds before they be
withered ;” “Be not ashamed to confess thy
sins and force not the course of the river [”
The feeling that books are real friends is con-

n
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stantly present to all who love reading, “I
have friends,” said Petrarch, “ whose society
is extremely agreeable to me ; they are of all
~ ages, and of every country, They have dis-
tinguished themselves bath in the cabinet and
inthe field, and obtained high honours for their
knowledge of science. [t is easy to gain
access to them, for they are always at my
service,iand I admit them to my company
and dismiss them from it, whenever I please,
They are never troublesome, but immediately
answer every question- I ask them. Some
relate to me the events of the past ages,
while cthers reveal to me the secrets of
nature, Some teach me how to live and
others how to die. Some by their vivacity
drive away my cares and exhilarate my
spirits ; while others give fortitude to my
- xiuing; and teach me the important lesson how
{o restrain my desires, and to depend wholely
on myself. They opento me, in short, the
various avenues of all the arts and sciences,
and upon their information, | may safely rely
in all emergencies, In return for all their
services, they only ask me to accommodate
them with a convenient chamber in some cor-
ner of my humble habitation, where they
may repose in peace; for these friends are
more delighted by the tranquility of retire-
ment than with the tumults of society,”

% ie that loveth a book,” says lsaac
Barrow, * will never want a faithful friend, a
wholesome counsellor, a cheerful companion,
an effectual comforter. By study, by reading,
by thinking, one may innocently divert and
pleasantly entertain oneself, as in all weathers
so in all fortunes.” :

A

Santhy wa: even more melancholy and
said - ‘ ~ ‘ ‘

“ My days among the dead are pass'd,

Arcund me | behold,

Where'er these casual eyes are cast,

‘The mighty minds of old ;

My never failing friends are they, .

"With whom | converse day by day.”

In the words of Aikin, “In books we have |
the choicest thoughts of the noblest men in
their best dress.” ) ‘

*# Books,” says Jeremy Collier, * are a guide
in youth and an entertainment for age. They
support us under solitude and keep us from
being a burthen to ourselves.” * :

‘Macaulay, himsell an eminent author, who
had earned such an undying fame and who
never had to search for society, for every
sociely desired heartily to entertain him with’
every deference, was always fond of books

and derived his greatest happiness from them,

In spite of so many high honours attained by
him from his own pen, to him his works were
nothing as compared with those of others,

Books are friends who take you to all
quarters of the world, make you known to
their people and again bring you back to
your home, but they never demand any
single shell, rather they cling to -your heart.
They infuse new vigour when you are de-

spondent ; they revive your spirits and teach

you lesson after lesson thus pouring a foun-

tain of knowledge within yourself and jou -

perhaps’ cannot have a greater privilege
than this that they can be yours at the lowest
price possible specially in these days.

Wusemersenserieseoent
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REXDG THE NORTH-WEST FRONTIER OF INDIA.

The North-West  Frontier of India is com-
prised of the country between the Indus and
Afghanistan, Of this, the eastern portion is the
North-West Frontier proper; British Balu.
chistan forms the western portion. The Frontier
lies as a belt for a distance of S00 miles,
a long chain of interrupted and broken hills,

-rough and rugged, wholly unsuitable to
vebicular traffic, It winds through diverse

* mountain States like Chitral and Swat, passes

on to the Khyber, the Gunal and Zhop,
triumphantly crossing Baluchistan, and then
dashing to victory into the Indian Ocean,

It encounters various wild rivers breaking

. furiously on its sides and sometimes crossing

it. The various tribes settled in this terri-
tory are of the same stock and are all of
them hilly tribes, They are the Afridis, the
Muhamands and Yusulzais, the Orakazais,
the Wazirs and Mabsud Wazirs. Baluchis.
tan is occupied by Pathans and Baluchi,

The country being hilly and poor, the
settlers are raiders and cattle.ifters, Some.
times they get themselves enlisted in the
Indian army; the Pathans, however, have
ssome special traits.  They do. net acknow.
ledge common allegiance to any master and
argedivided into family groups engaged in
bloody hereditary feuds, Consequently, they
have tremendous individuality that marks
them out from the others,

Peshawar, Peshawar is regarded as the
Northern Gateway of ludia, A two hours’
journey trom Rawalpindi, through a cluster of
oyy . -
villages, and dewy plains and over the Indus

Ayt © u* H

B 825K,

Attock, reared up in the days of Albar, will
bring the visitor to the most vulnerable point
of India’s defence, MNorth of this and filteen
miles away fromits din, is Nowhera, from
where the fral is branched off through Mar-
dan, known in the Frontier legends as * The
Home of the Guides,” There is also a situa-
tion, Aarnos, arelic of Alexander the Greal's
famous exploits.

Peshawar is the gem, the concentrated

essence of the Frontier, One can meet
in it specimens of almos}:‘a‘l‘l" the tribes of the
frontier, and also of the Afghans, It is in.
evitably a big military station, with wire fenc-
‘ing all round. The vecations of the Paths are
rifle-pillering, cattle-lifting and cash-thieving,
They descend suddenly upon villages in the
plains and lift away cash boxes and smuggle
guns and rifles from the Punjab,

Tie Kuvvarne Valley, The Kurram Valley
lying west of Kohat, harbouring Shiahs, not

. Sunnis, the two divisions of the Mahammadan

world, being just like the Catholics and Pro-
testants. The head of the Kurram carries the
Perivar Kotal, a pass measering gooo feet
where Lord Robert took his action in the
second Afghan War, Continned Mahsud raids

- into an administered territory led to ftequent
punitive expeditions and the Mashuds have -

now permanently settied in their own terri-

tories, .

The Deazat is, bowever, ‘the most typical

of all frontier plains party, Itis crossed: by

a lqu line of goodly camels marching in

caravan, the riders of the camels.being allow-
1)
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ed to carry rifles to protect themselves
from the murderous attacks of the “occupying
tribes, There is a chain of rails from Dehra
Ismail Khan, which leads through the great
Indus bridges about Sukkur where there is
the greatest dam designed to transfer the Sind
Desert into fertile land, as the great Assovare-
dam in Egypt.

Baluchistan is situated highup, and condi-
tions of climate are more wholesome and
equitable, It is covered with sheets of snow
in winter and barren trees, but spring brings
with it green verdure and velvet lawns, fruits
blo‘swmmg and flowers aswallowing and
caressing the sweel rays of the sun,

C ' 'J.‘.HE BDUCATIONAL REVIEW,

Baluchistan nourishes two trade routes,
one running into Afghanistan. It does not
allow. itsell to be included inte India for
monsoon purposes, and there is not much
rainfall, Still, it has all the impress of the
North-West Frontier, occupied by a tough
and hard folk, with fighting blood in their
veins, The North-West Provinceis even to-
day, the key to India, and in spite of its out-
worn habits and customs, affords splendid
opportunily to study what a nomadic life
hilly tribes hatl led in 1he past and how they
continue to live in heroie isolation, unimpress-
ed and unchanged’ by the external forces
of civilisation, *
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THE TEACHING OF READING
BY THE SENTENCE METHOD.

By Mg, 8. Viswarnaraa Iveg, B. A, B.T,,
‘ Bangalore,
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HE human race has practised reading for
several thousands of years and yet it is
quite strange that the nature of the reading
process has not been properly analysed and

‘understood, until our own day. Unfortunately

the old teachers had too long regarded
reading as a2 mere mechanical exercise——an

* exercise concerned with the iaterpretation of

written symbols into spoken words, The

~.‘p5ychologic'al truth, that reading always

means reading for comprehension, was never
recognised by them. The only reading then
known was the oral readiog, which is now
contemptuously ~ called ¢ barking at the
print, It never occurred to them that the

first steps in reading could beregarded by the
‘children as a game and that the game would

be more attractive, if they are given from the
first 'some idea of the pleasure, which reading
is likely to bring them. My object in this
artlcle is to propose ways and means by which

the process of reading could be made more .

attnctlve.

Though, reading for comprnh«.nclon, which
means silent reading, can be achieved by the

letter metheds, yet it should .be conceded
7that the same can be quickly achieved by the

non-letter methods. Now, there are three
kind’s of non-letter methods of reading, the
word,wthe phrase and the sentence.

It i5 said on behalf of the sentence method,
that the sentence alone and not the word,
gives a complete meaning, As Jagger
remarks : *“ The sentence and not the word is
the unit of meaning. A word has no meaning

v K
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except in a sentence. The meanings set’out. - -7

in a dictionary are merely those, which it
carries fu various contexts, Besides, just as

“&Word is not a mere sum total of its ietter

sounds, so also it is claimed that a sentence is
not merely a sequence of words, A sentence
has a distinctive total sound and appearance
and meaning.” Therefore, according to the
sentence method, the child is tanght to repeat
short but compiete sentences and when this
process has gone on for sometime, the words
are taken up. The frst teacher to use this
method was Jacotat, the Freachman,

[t must be conceded that the sentence
method is the mast natural method. For, it
is unlikely that a child does not talk in
sentences, The unit of speech is the sentence
£nd not the word, Children will much enjoy
the lessons taught by the sentence method.
The phonic method has drudgery, because of
the sound drill, But the sentence method
does away with the drudgery, Children are
likely to become sentence-minded. Their

~vocabulary  will - become wider and not
-restricted as is the case in the phonic method,

The compositions of such children will reach
a high standard, in view of the fact that the
simplest sentences are taken from good verse
and prose, It will have a marked effect on
the teaching of English,

But those who are incapable of following
this methadyarg.: l—'tp. to cntlcise this on the
gmuq;ﬂ’giﬂ'!dt jgf!,!,‘gml% \i“‘ﬂ to memorisation of
sem;moszs, ,;mum«agfhg R!,umtal effort, The
,Vi?(drep"taupht by .'l'l\k um.ithod cannot fiud

ah
| / 51{"4{“

o

)




2 : THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW,

|

" new words for themselves, Iteaﬁiy, there is
+ 0o greater mental effort in any than in this,
’ A child has simply to chosse a word to fit in
- the context. He does not read for the sound,
but for the sake of the sense. In the phopic
method, the child thinks of the sounds and
not the meaning, ln this he thinks of the
meaniog and not of the sounds. - Of course,
it is desirable that the child should learn the
sounds of the letters, at some poiat, Still,
this should come later, as it gives the teacher
an opportunity to corract faulty pronuncia-
tions, Childsen taught by the sentence
wethod, at the age of eight, can produce a
summary of what they baveread, They tend
to have a greater vocabulary, This enables
the teacher to read out to them stories and
poems. ‘They can read even adwanced booeks,
Neither ‘explanation nor the substitution of
the simplest words is needed for them.

- Teachers need not be frightened that this
method will involve the application of com-
plicated apparatus, The a;iplianc@s that this
method requires are very simple, They are
the illustrated sentence éards, the same cards
unillustrated and reading books, Again,
there is no need to have a 5u;:ply of words
and l't:tters, which are always getting lost or
spoilt, Before begioning to teach, the teacher
shonld draw up a list of sentences for the term

- and choose pictures for illustrating them.’
But care must bz taken to take sentences
from nursery rhymes or from everyday life to

o
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avoid confusion aud difficulty, It needs no
special formulae.  The only thing necessary
is that the sentences should have good pictores
to illustrate, They must be natural and
thythmic, They must be interesting and
attractive to childsen,

The methol to be adopted is also simple.
The teacher is to print the sentence in bold
white letters on a piece of card.board, Then he
must paint a picture or as an alternative, he
imust find a ready.made illustration, Then the
sentence should be written oun small cards,
using no illustrations, The teacher then takes
the first sentence in the class and tells a story
of the picture. Then the teacher holds up the
illustrated card. The children see and read
the sentence individually and collectively and
thythmically, The teacher should then and
there correct the favlty pronunciations, ugly
tones and slerfed endings,  After the lesson
is over, the card is put up on the wall; It is
possible to teach a child of five years old at
least four sentences a week,

When the children have mastered this, they
can be asked to match the unillustrated
sentence cards, in order to test their com- -
prehension,  After doing fifty sentences, |

they may with advantage be givena small
reader,

The advantages of this method are not far
to seelc, Children will be enabled to read
quickly, The quality of their compositions |
will be good. They will reach a remarkably |
high standard, Fiuency and the naturel:
sense of rhythm can be easily secured, %

-
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(Continued from page 119.)

Mammonart: An Essay in Bconomic l'mftzr-
pretation, published in 1923, one in the series
of gigantic exposés, is diflerent from‘ its
predecessors for it does not deal az;pe:.cmlly.
with America, The book is ag “outline of
literature,” a psychological document and a
polemic in literary criticism-—an attack upon
the theory of art for art’s sake, From'ns
sevolutionary point of view, Maemmonariis a

. spirited, bonest and interesting enguiry into

literature, o
Bvery American writer who, early in tkfe
century, wanted to handte social and ecanomie
themss, had to come face to facs with f:he
strang-rooted academic tradition regardx.ngg
fiterature which had growa up since the Civil
War, This great life-and.death stroggle left
Ametica spiritnally exhausted with the result
" that she could not claim her legitimate share
in the mighty intellectual upheavals in Europe
in the latter half of the nineteenth century,
The literary productions which reflected these
conflicts came to America rather late with an

odour of sanctity that almost obscured their.

controversial quality. The growing effort to
exploit the vast and unlimited commercial
possibilities of America absorbed all the best

" senergies of the conntry. Literature was left

entirely to the professors, The outcome 'was
that, lterature was conceived ag 2 serene
realm high above the work-a-day warld, a
refugd from conflicting and jmmediate in-
‘terests, a,shelter from all passing hopes and
fears, and the haven for communion with
eternal beings. This grand professorial view
of literature fziled to recognise cven for one
moment that some of the greatest and most
admiirable productions in literature had their

(3]
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arigin in the very stress, straln and “#west of

prolonged earthly conflict, The {:rro'fessomml
standards of tastz taid down that hteratx{m
was pever expected to corne isto grips': with
reality lest it should incur the dz\n}nahon of
being dismissed as ¢ propaganda. " Upton
Sinclair had to encounter this situation whe_n
he embarked on his literary carcer. It was his
lifé’s ambition to be true to himself and to
the world. He wished and wanted to show,
to the world all its defects and to belp
humanity to live better. He soon realised
that to achieve these aims he should necess
sarily offend the taste of critics and 131&5::1”-5:‘:"’5
who championed the professorial view of
literatore, So long as Sinclair wrote about
the Civil War, an event which happme&; a
Jong time ago, nobody cared to wonty hira-

self. But when the timid and nesvous critics -

found that Sinclair was haondliog the c!:ms
strugple, they felt deeply worried. Sinclait's
_effort to make people sympathise with th_e
struggling poets was artistic enough ; but his
attempts to make people sympathise with the
suffering and struggling workmen was io the
cant of phrase of the day deunounced as
spurious ** propaganda,” ‘

This unholy attitude of the critics made
Sinclair indignant. A stndy of the world’s
literature made bim realise that every great
work was full of ‘propaganda’ of obie kind
or apother. He found that all art was in-
evitably concerned with revealing a view of

life and that certainly was propagandistic

enocugh. Sinclair discerned: ¢ propaganda’ in
tie satirization of Atheuian democracy, by
Aristophanes, in the immortal epic of Rome
by Virgil, in the muck-rackibg of the high
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Roman society by Juvenal, and in all such
fofty literary achievements, Sinclair found
out that ¢ propaganda’ was an iatimate and
inevitable part of all great works of art. | He
was thoroughly dissatisfied with the pr&fés-
sorial view of literature which to his mind
was at once eriminal, prejudiced and bar-
barous, Fe said to himself that radicals
should reshape the world, Keats, Shelley,
and such men of genius who suffered, because
ti]_ey were rebels with messages, inspired him,
f::mclair determined to make aesthetic criti-
cism purely aesthetic so as not to involve the
fears of the ruling class, He knew that those
u{ho sounded trumpets in honour and appre-
ciation of the existiog scheme of things would
find their artistic virtues and values imme-
diately and loudly acclaimed, Equally was
h‘x:: aware that the radical was not likely
ehough to be given his legitimate due. Sinclai.r
knew that the frailties in the morals of the
revolutionary writer would surely be made
much of and be emblazoned before the world
as cent. per cent,. monstrous, while on the
other hand that aathor who extols and
adulates the existing scheme of things would
be the darling of society, his thousand atro.
citizs, aduolteries and perversities notwith-
standing. Sinclair made up his mind not to
give up, ot to band his knee belore insolent
might but to brave all odds and spesk the
truth, The result was Mammonart, This
pawerful volume, the ontcome of many years
of historical and critical enquiry, implicitly
and explicitly challenged the younger writers
of America to ascertain their rights without
fear or favour and to stand out as the leaders
in what Heine called the Liberation War of
Humanity, ' :

Mammeonarf is a spirited enqguiry into art,

frem the point of view of revolutionary

economics, and ‘covers a vast part of the
world'’s literdture, The bool clearly presents
the relation between the times and the social

.
[

\ [Manrom 1935,
struggles of the writers with reference to their
life and work, Mammonart is decidedly the
.first'book of its kind though Bernard Shaw
in ht's masterly essay on Wagner and in his
inimitably great criticisms in general has
provided some interesting and valuable ex-
amples of this methad, It is interesting to
le.:xr.n. that this new and original metho:i of
criticism is roost popular i Russia where §
has loog been intpmcﬁce, Mahatma( Gandh
from Yerravada Jail wrote to Sinclair: ¢

read your Mammonart with absorbing in
terest,.....bhas given me much to think.” i

Sinclair appears at his best as an accom
plished master of social revolutionary criticiso
in- the Mammonart, Sacial revolutionary
criticism in the words of Floyd Dezll, the well
known American author, * takes it for grantec
that an artist is an ioterpreter of life, anc
judges the truth aund the value of his inter
pretation by the test of how fully he show:
himself aware of what is going on in the
warld, with special reference to social change
and whether he helps his audieace to und‘;r-‘

stand and sympathise with such changes,’

Such a writer is recogaised as a sound dis.
criminator of spiritual values, Io a tertair
seuse he creates spirftual walues, He it
judged by the spiritual values he puts fortt
and which enable humanity in its struggle
towards the foer and the better, .Ifhe
literary artist is actuated by the fines|
aesthetic motives and he inspires hope in the
minds of the people by his criticisms anc
makes men realise that through revolutionary
improverneat they could live in a world
rendered better and happier.  One *distin.
guished American novelist and critic beauti.
fully, precisely aad delightfully describes the
social revolutionary criticism as follows:
Y1t is a criticism which attaches no impor.
tance to such sacrasanct effects. as those of ¢
tragedy, It welcomes cynicism and ‘pessi.
mism in regard to institutions, but it regards

Ve
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cynicism and pessimism ¥
ultimate power of conquering his envitoament
as merely morbid, - It bases itsell on science,
and claims the right®to rank various kinds of
“heaury” according 1o its own scale of
valoes, [t is thus seen to he itself a diserimi-
nator and creator of spiritual aesthetic values ;
it does not hesitate to hurl gads fram their

“pedestals nor throw out worn heauty in the
dust bin of time, Its weakness is that of all
other theories of art criticism——that it may
becorne a cloak for the personal prejudices of
‘those who use it, giving them a dignity they
do not necessarily deserve, But it has vitality
and candaur, and is more cealistic than any
other kind of criticism that has yet appeared.’

y regard  to man’s

" o the realm of the new social revolutionary

Leriticism, Upton Sinclair's Mammoenart is a
very imnpressive and valuable pattern, H
[the anthor’s pet theories and own wmoral pre-
. conceptions are visible here aud there in this
{ book, it is pardonable. It must be said in
¢ praise of the author that he is not a viciim to
{ the dangers of this pew method of criticism,

Bill Porter, an interesting drama from
inclair’s pen, appeared in 1925. This drama
scxibes . the prison life of Bilt Porter,
opularly known as O, Henry,  Singing Jail
irds, another drama in four acts, was alsa
rublished the same year, This is onc of his
foremost plays. Singing Jail Birds is a very
pawerful, poigaant and snpremely effective
wark which was occasioned by the author’s
own experiences in 1923 ln 1923, Sinclair
was arrested in California and sent to jail for
cedding the constitution of the United States
in public, in a “ free speech fight.” This
drama bears ample testimony td Sinclait’s
talents as a master play-wright. Singing fatl
Rirds deals with the ruthless perszcution of
the 1. W. W., under the California * Criminal
Syndicalist” law. This drama is easily the
most poignant and effective exaraple of the
expressionistic drama that has ever been
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produced on the world’s stage., The play
was a great success in Avaerica and England.
\When in connection with the great 1. W, W,
harbour strike the rights of free speech were
illegally denied by the police to the members
of the I, W.W., Sicclair, the friend of the
poor and the oppressed, upheld the law
against those who, sworn lo defend it, were
engaged in viclating the interests of the work-
ing classes, Sinclair and his associates as-
sembled on private property with the owner’s
copsent and held a mass meeting, There he :
read azloud three senteqacets fromn the constitu-
tion of the United Stateﬁs-—-—_ltbose vonchsafing
¢ freedom of speech and of the press; and the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the government for the redress
of their. grievances.” This act of reminding
the people of their antique rights was re«
garded as 2 crime by the Chief of Police who
arrested Sinclair and branded him as “ moye
dangerous than 4,000 I. W, W.» Sinclair
was thrown into jail and held * incommuni-
cade.”  While in jail, he cawme to koow of
an iopcideat which had happened there a day
before—fifty men crowded lato 2 small prisen
hele. without air as punishment for singing
their sopgs. This news almost stunued him
aud he decided to render the theme iuto
drama. Simging Jail Birds was thus occa-
sioned. After Sinclair’s release on bail, he
addressed the followiog letter ta the Chief of
Police : “1 am nat a glant physically ; [
shrink lrom paio aud filth and vermin and
foul air, like any other man of refinement ;
also, | freely admit that- whea 1 see a line of
a hundred policemen with drawn fevolvers
flung across & steeel to keep any one from
coming ~on to private propesty to hear my
ferble voice, | am somewhat disturbed in my
perves,  But I have a conscience and a reti-
gions faith, and | koow that our liberties were
" not won without suffering, and may be lost
apain through our cowardice.”
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T':e Spokesman’s Secretary, a delightful
work influvenced by socialist auspices, appeared
in 1926, Letters to Judd, a discussion of the
then economic system, was also published the
same year, The Letters o Judd, an American
working man, are full of insight and sym-
pathy, T hirty years of close and careful study
of American problems have gone into the
book, The book states, explains, proves s and
suggests remedies for the many lls from
which America is suffering. This informative
book closes thus :  * What we want, Judd, is
a world with neither rich nor poor, but with
people who live by producing and not by
taking what others have produced, We want
to make that sort of world, and we call to our
aid all men and women who are willing to

[Marcr 1935,

work for it. We waant to study this problem,
and fll our minds with real information, and
stop reading the poiscn press of our enemies,
Indeed, Judd, it is not too moch to say that
we want to make over aur moral and mental

life, so that we cease to admire the ideals of

our exploiters—waste and the display of

waste, plundering and the power to plunder.

We want to teach ourselves and our children
to admire useful labour, and social vision, and

loyalty ta the cause of those who produce. '

We who serve that cause call one another
¢ comrade’ or ¢ brother ? or ¢ fellow-worker ’ §
and we invite you to join our ranks.”

These books are valuable additions to the
socialist literature of the world,

{To be continsied).
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'n—u: CHANDEL-RENAISSANC ~ 40, . ~ *r'n;,thr .
A VISIT TO CHRYSANDER-HOUSE. iy '"*")}) ’
By Hans ScHIRMER, "-‘ .r,,, A ( ;,g 7 ‘3
Germany. S

[Ttm art\c&e is @i mmcal mtereql on account of the
recent celebration of the 250th anniversary of Georg
Friedrich Handel,—Ed.) ‘

N the occasion of the zsbth birth-day of
Georg Friedrich Handel and Johann

Sebastian Back, two of the greatest masters

in the tealm of music, the memory of the man

should pot be forgotten, who saved Handel's

< art from becoming forgotten, and, therefore,
'revwcd it 1 Friedvich Chrysander, -

Gemmn musical bistory identifies this man,
whu died in 1901 in Bergedorf near Hamburg,
with the * Handel ‘%ocwty, " because he was
it whowgarly abandoned by supporters and
protecmm ~succeeded by his unswerving
energy in accomplishing all by bimself the
task of compleung the scientific Handel-
edition comprising . more than one hundred
volum;.:, of scores. How great this achicve-
meént was is made evident by the fact that he
created a work far surpassing in volume that
.of the Bach Society; and he completed it

vithin thirty-five years while the Bach Society

required fifty years for the completion of its
- work in spite of greatest ﬁnz\ncxal -1s.nstmu:
nm} furtherance! -

When a young man, Lhry‘.ande-r attended,

'ﬂbout 1850}, in Schwerin, where he was

engag;:d as a teacher and organist, a ‘per-

‘farmance of “ Samson **by Handel, ‘Although
‘the performance was very incomplete as were

all Flandel petformances of those times, it
fascinated bim to such an extent that he made

it -hig life's work to engage in the research

and revxval of Handels music which up to
that time was known only in the form of
highly misrepresenting editions, “ 1 dived
into this matter, ol course, and was astonished
to realize what kmd of a man it was who
wrote such music,” he said later on in his
life to his son in answer to the question how
he had become interested in Handel. We
are obliged to a casual event, 23 it were, for
having handed down to us the pure and
genuine works of Handel! Together with
the historian of literature Georg Gottiried

Gervinus, one of the famous “Seven Pro-

fessors of Goettingen,” he founded the
German Handel Society. But it did not stand
under a friendly star, The foundation occurrul
at a time when Richard Wagner revolutmn-
ized the entire musical world, when every-
body was so busy with new quéstions and
problems that neither musicians nor musical
experts cared to hear anything of a scarcely
known man like Handel, Finally, an annual
donation of rooo Thalers, received by
Chrysander from George 1V, ng of Great
Britain and Hanover, secured a . {mancr\l
basis, But, in conseguence of tht.:unfprtunat.p
ending of the war of 1866, Chrysander lost
not only the financial support but alse that
of his collaborator, Gervinus, The latter,
deeply hit by the fate of Hanover, refused to
sign a petition addressed fo ‘the Prussian
Government: pleading- for the contmuanon ‘ol
financial assistance. - .
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So began that single.handed thirty years’
struggle of Chrysander’s for his work, carried
on by him under ‘greatest sacrifices and with
un.heard.ol perseverance, an incomparable
example of devotion to his great task and of
human will.power,

Money had to be secured for continving
the work, and the priating of the music had
to be done as cheaply as possible; At the
same lime, the exterior get-up should be as

ezact and select as possible in order to be

worthy of the ever-lasting contents, Tao this
end, Chrysander established in his cottage in
Bergedorf, which still stands te.day within a
large garden, a small primitive printing plant,
by the use of which he completed his work
aided by his family—his wile, daughter and
two sons~——and one compositor and one musie-
engraver, His modest means of subsistence
were derived fram his activity as editor of the
Allgemeine Musikalische Zeitung (General
Journal of Music), and for his work_referring
to Handel he obtained the necessary means
by operating a small gardener's establishment
in which—again assisted by his family—he

raised grapes, roses and peaches in hot-.

houses. Once, in the winter.time, on Regent
Street in London, he saw grapes ; this gave
him the incendve for familiarizing himself
with English hot-house operations. And
what he saw at that lime proved to his
benefit now: His hot-houses, which he
‘equipped with English heating-plants, were
the first of their kind in Germany, Thus, he
gained such a reputation as a gardener that
he became the recipient of telegraphic orders
from Berlin and even from Vienna for the
.delivery of his products,

‘On money laBoriously saved, he travelled
diring these times to Loondon, spending
several weeks there in order Lo copy at the

a
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British Museum,—as reported by Felix von%
Kraus, the famous Handel singer—for si:mtee'x"l)y
to eighteen hours daily, the manuscripts of theg
composer which were partly of rough, sketchy,
outlines only. Not until he succeeded by a:
happy incident in acquiring fifty volumes:
of Handel’s manuscripts of scores at an|
auction in the vicinity of London, which he;

‘oresented to the British Museum, did- he'
_weceive permission to take along with him to

Bergedorf the volumes needed in liis work.!
As a compensation for this precious find,
the Director of the Museum had alreadyé
intended to call a meeting of the committee)
on finances to deliberate on providing the;
necessary funds—he demanded a scanty 12
shillings, That was the sum which he]
himself had paid for the “ Waste Paper,”’

For, he did just as little intend making a§
profit out of the discovery of the autographs]
as out of the purchase of the manuscript of:‘
Bach’s H.moll.-Mass which he acquired in'
1857 at Winterthur, Switzerland, only to:
yie'd it up unselfishly and at cost to the Bach |
Society. Verily, a wonderful example of the

character of this unique man!

In what manner the wark in the fittle'
country-house at Bergedorf was accomplished’
is told by the son of Chrysander, a man on/
the brink of old age, although still 2 robust;
man of tall, upright bearing, who is the]
faithful custodian of the heritage left him by!
his father, There in the simple studiéi
stands the modest desk in the same condition |
it was in when Chrysander died; there stands|
also in a white.washed room the pfimitive/
press, on which the music was printed, hénvy":
woaden frame-work with two printing-rolls’
'which were turned by hand and by means of!
a wooden cross, On large repositories, the§
heavy melal printing plates well packed and |

i
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arranged are kept; about 17,000 of such

- plates were handled by Chrysander, The

warking room proper contains today the
library inasmuch as it had not ta be sold at
its time in order to provide funds for the
wark relating to Handel, Many beaatiful

. mustcal instruments adorn this room, among

them the most precious one, a house.organ of
. Handel's times, The walls of this room are
covered by book-stands reaching {rom the
fioor to the ceiling and filled with hooks Qnue
is reminded of the work which was done
here, by a window.pane bearing the scratched.
in inscription: “Otto Theile 1868, 1871,
1875" made by a music.engraver in ‘re-
membrance of his memorable activity,

Here the father ‘worked, here the engraver
wrote the music into the lead and zinc
plates. The finished plates passed from his
hands over ta the printer, who attended to
the printing of the music on the hand.
operated press built on the pattern of the
Gutenberg press, From the ceiling of the
room hung the printed sheets to dry, and
mother and daughter stitched with diligent
hands what the children had folded, sheeted
and ironed out in a press and fitted into
each other. In a most.careful manner all
sheets were stitched with twine, nof with
wire, in order to prevent rust and other
damages. But the work was not complete
by production proper. Paper had to be
bought, the finished volumes had to be pre.
pared for shipment and expedited Aside
from all this extensive work, the never.tiring
man found time to attend to his garden, to
edit his musical magazine, the most articles
of which he wrote himself, and, on top of al),
to write an extensive biography on Handel
comprising three volumes, Although remain-
ing unfinished, it is today still considered
the basic treatise on the  ingenious com-
poser, '

.,
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Nothing has remained of the hot-houses in
the garden, the spaces formerly occupied by
them are cavered with thicket, His eyes
shining, Chrysander’'s son speaks of the
splendor of the blossom-time of roses and
peaches in January amidst a landscape
covered deeply by snow. But this miracle of
blossoms at such an extraordinary time of the
year called for hard work.

The day’s work finished, the last regular
visit during the winter time was paid at

. midnight to the hot-houses to preveat by

proper heating the precious plants from be-
coming frast-bitten, And, whea sprouting
started in the opea fields, Chrysander’s bays,
laden with baskets, went to Hamburg during
the early marning hours to deliver an their
way to school to the dealers the . yield of
their efforts, 7,¢., grapes, peaches and roses,

While nothing remained of the model
horticultural establishment, the son, who from
1890 to 1898 was house.physician and
secretary to  the Senior.Reich-Chancellor,
Prince von Bismarck, considers it still today
his duty to centinue the Handel Work, “ The
German choral-societies are paar, furnish them
the music so cheaply that Hande! perform.
ances may be given in every city having a
choral.sociely **—such were the instructions
three days prior to his death given by

Chrysander to his son. It aeserves to be

especially noted that aside Irom the produc-
tion of the great scientific complete edition,
Chrysander also edited Handel's oratories
in an exemplary form for use by choral-
societies. And this work is still continued
taday in the quiet house at Bergedorf, The
manner in which the son interprets the
hgritage of his father is made manifest by the
fact®that the choral societies obtair today,
the same as thirty years ago, the music and
text’at prices in Plennigs just covering actual
costs. Here again the spirit of the father
reveals itself, 7¢., vaselfish devotion to the
work of ane of the greatest (Gierman geniuses :
{ - Georg Friedrick Handel!

%

B ]

i
S. V. & Co,, 190, Muunét Raad, Madras,

b4
H

!



Fagg .w—.‘..’--....

s, i«#f"

'%f}ﬁj» . )

Rej:rmfed from the EDUCATIONAL Rrvmw Madras, March 1'2'35.

JENA UNIVERSITY'S THREE -..-rTUDk;NT PRIS KIN‘«L.:-.

EADERS of Mark Twain's “A Tramp

* Abroad” will recall his description of
the student prison at Heidelberg, the “carcer,”
with its many amusing inscriptions and
drawings on the walls, ~ But it is not generally
kaown that Jeoa, the old Thuringian Univer-
sity town, has no less than three such prisons,
all of equal interest and all convected with
the names of well-known Germans. These
prisons are survivals of a day not long past,
~for the German Universities retained until
into the present century the right to. punish

their students not only for violations of -

University rules, but also for misdemeanours
committed in the town. In Jena, for instance,
the carcer was in use until 1909,

Oue of the three prisons in the beautiful
Thuringian city of Jena was originally situated
in a building which had to be torn down.

. The old walls were removed and set up in the

present buildiog, The visitor s greeted on
entering by a grim reminder of the former
academic police—the * Fangeisen” used by
the to catch fleeing students. It consists of

a long, stout stick, with a flexible extension

which, once touching the fugitive, curled
around him and made itself fast, The
gendarmes in the Balkans are said to use
.such a device still,

Above th’s old door stands the mscrlpt:on
“Reopening of the Academic Fresdom
Hotél.” :

The time-staiced walls are covered with
drawings, paintings and inscriptions, many of
them hardly legible, Everywhere cne sees

brow}n, white and red stripes—the traditional

slogan of the carcer: brown for heer, white
for innocence and red for revenge, The old

tables exhibit also many-a “ jackknife’s carved
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pipe of peace,” on another a gigantic beer can
of waod, with élternat;:whitc and dark staves.
“Earthen”  steins  commemorate the 3ooth
anniversary of the University in 1858. On
the walls hang a pumber of kootty walking

sticks——the favourite * Ziegenhainer,”’ named
for Ziegenhain, a suburb of Jena. COne of

them was the property of and was carved by
Fritz Reuter, who, for seditious activities,

was condemned to death but pardoned after’

seven years’ mild iroprisonment and became
Germany’s great Low German (Plattdeutsch)
writer, :

Near the. plant of the Carl Zeziss concer'u,“

- the famous maker of optical instruments, is
the Anatomical Institute of the University.
Through a keavy, ircv.bound door, secured by
a vast padiock, one enters the old carces, a
small, dark rocm with a single barred window.
It was originally a cell inan ancient Pauline
cloister in vhich the institute was housed in
its first years, Ino the summer of 1822, two

S the students who paid the penalty for
some youthful prank were Wilhelm Ludwig
Demme, later a noted crim?nologist, and
Fiedrich Specht, equally noted as an animal
painter, Here they received company in the
person of Martin Disteli, who was to become

~one of Germany’s greatest caricaturists and
illusttator of the adventures of Baron von
Munchhausen, of “Faust” and many other
works, He studied npatural science at Jena
only because of his father’s wish, for he was
an extraordinarily gifted satirical artist,

A number of almost life-size pictures on the
walls of this old cascer testify to his genins,
Promionent Jena professors are caricatured in
the figures of a composition eatitled “the

initial ' O one of thi:m lies an *enchained

i
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\rape of the Sabise women” Well.known
women of the day are shown being carried off
‘in the arms of ornaments of science and
scholarship, Two noted prolessors of the time
are contending for the possession of Babette,
a popular waitress of those days, ~ Another
professor, in night cap and smoking a long
pipe, is seen as ‘“ Marivs on the ruins of
Carthage,” Many student types are also
depicted, ‘

These pm:‘tzure's, now much f'ld"‘d, are still
very impressive,  When Doke Karl A.ugu. ;
Groethe’s friend and patron, once came from

Weimar aad visited the carcer, he recognized.

fmmediately the professors caricatured ”and
was so pleased at Disteli’s work that he
ordered the prison closed, so that the pictures
should not be destroyed by later prisoners,

Disteli himself was not so fortunate. For

taking part in a demonstration against-

Gosthe, he was expelled from the University,
made bis way afoot to the island of Rugen,
and thence, also '1{00& to his birth.place in
QMten, in the Swiss canton of Bolothurn.
Arriving thete with his shoes out at the soles,
he found his father and brothers, former
factory-cwuers, iapoverished and living in a
miserable  straw-thatched hut. Not oot
several years later did bhe secure a position
as fpstructor of deawing in Solothurn, where
he died.in 1844, at the’ height of his powers,
from tuberculosis aggravated by griel aver an
pnhappy love affair. A few years ago his
Swiss compamub secured the permission of
the Jena University avthorities to perpetuate
the fading pictures in the carcer by photo.
‘graphs,

The third Jena cercer copsists of a number
of brightly painted rooms in 3 nearby build-

L}
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ing, which were still vsed umil 1909 asa
University prison. Oae of these can still be
inspected, The great porcelain stove in it i
arnamanted by “a gallery of disturbers of
the peace,” showing silhouettes, drawn in
black, of two studehts with cap and pipe.
At the end of an inscription: ¢ Academic
freedom has gone to~""is a dsawi’ng ot a dog,
{The German equivalent of * gone to . the
dogs " is “ gone. to the dog ).

The traditicmal carcer slogan is repeated
in many inscriptions: * Beer, fnnacences,
revenge,”  That all prisoners were janocen!
wai a fundamental principle of these prisons.
The cry for revenge was not to be taker
seriously, but the cry for beer was no empty
phrase, Vast quantities were cousumed by
the young misdemeanants, Carcer Warden
Dorschel, whose mé.mor_x; is still - green,

permitted no casks to be brought in, but the
.students could order as maoy cf the former

thick-bellied stoae bottles as they liked-and
each of these coatained about six times as
much as-a glass bottle, In the evenings the
inhatitants of the different cells of the carcer
came together and stilled a tremendous
thirst, Tnese formed the so-called © Corps
Carcerda,” the *f prison corps,” wihose coloured
band was, of course, brown, white and rede—
beer, innocence, tevenge, Qae of these

bands is preserved io the Jena City Museum,

Ouly tradition still tells of * th%: stone heart
uf the raerciless judge,” “the leng nose that
simells everything,” and other- features of a
day gone by.

. « Do
But many an “alter Herr,”'; as the “old

grad " is called in Germany, looks back with
foud memories to the Jena cavcer.
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EVERAL newsbapers report simultane-

ously of events bordering oun extremes.
In ane paper, under the heading ‘“In what
Crazy eoplu believe * one reads:

« At the World Fair in Chicago there took
place the most savage ceremony of m'xmage,
which has ever been held.

“ fo that part of the Exhibition, which is
calted * The World a Million Years Ago”
amidst the reconstructed models of dino-
sauei, brontosauri, triceratopses and other
prehistoric monsters,—twa nudists were mar-
ried, 4

*  “Duaring the ceremony the bndc wore only
a smile, and the bridegroom a serious ex-
pression on his face.

“ The bridesmaids, the best -men, guevzc
ete,, had actually pot a single thread upon
them, not even a fig-leaf,

“Qnly the priest looked somewhat dlﬁarent
in this ensemble, for hie wore » goatskin!

“ The young bride belonged to the nudists’
colony in Indiana and her young husbaod to

* the colony in Mirror Lake, in Wisconsin

State, _

« After the marriage ceremony, the young
cauple put on clothes and went, to the hos.
*bapd’s colony, in order ‘to establish their
home there, They had thought of all neces.

sary things for their home, except of cloth- '

ing, which they did not require.”

Apother newspaper under the heading
“Black Masses in London” quotes parti.
culars from the Daily Mail about the dis.
closure of- & black lodge, which organized
- black masses  in the capital,

“Durmg these masses black cand leE-Hrs
black bread is served and black -wine, etc,
..The . participants of the mass confess to
one apother their *committed good deeds’
and e:ipre&s deep repentance for having done
them, Then an orgy begins.”

Paraliel with such sacrilepious, mpulsiw"
communications one reads another article
under the title “ Do YVou Dance ZEs.:muk'x,
which states :

“ Now a new danw is on the order of the
day—‘ Karioka, a new craze, There is actu-
ally not much new in this dance, the charac.
teristic part of it being that it is being
danced by leaning one against another; fore.
head to forehead,”

Despite  their diversity, all these three
newspaper amckes. denote ane apd the same
madness of the world, We of courss quoted
them quite casually, unpremeditatedly, only
because they appeared simultancously ; but

" these mournful records could easily grow

jnto n multitude of lacts, about which the
press either does not write or they appear, in
view of their usualuess, fn small type.

- Unfortupately all such similar communis
cations appear not only in astounding variety,
but even in an extraordiparily accelerating
progression.  One cannot think that all these
shameful grimaces of humanity have, already
become customary, To presume such accele.
rating abhorrence and savagery would already
be pessimism.. But the discovery of an
epidemic is not pessimism, but the beginning
of the process of recovery. When we know

. the ‘enemy, thea this leads already to the
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gates of victory, The same applies to fear-
less disclosures of sacrilegious and "immoral
machinations, Every disclosure will "already
be to a certain degree a prevention of a
further continuation of these dark rituals.

© Just imagine the invention of a butting

dance, Ubp till now people looked pityingly
at butting rams and uzed to say: “Truly,
rams will be rams!"” But now io dances
people will imitate these lower creatures and
perhaps some enterprizing manager will think
of supplying the dancers with horns.in order
that they may the tighter hold on to each
other, Why then did proud civilizsd people
mock at foreign rituals which they did -not
understand ?  Indeed this uvewly invented
dance is a sufficient degradafion of the pride
of the civilized people, Or can one imagine

anything more sacrilegious than the marriage -

of nudists by a priest clad in a goatskin! In
all these details is hidden some datk blas-
phemous meaning, Could there really be

found such a monstrous priest, who wished

to put on that goatskin? We of course re-
peat but the communication from newspapers,
but is it possible to assume that they are
erroncous ? I so, there should have appeared
some corresponding refuting statement, Baut
in view of the present times, can we presume,
at all, that the communication is a lie?
When reading about the goatskin of the
priest, one may easily connect with it the other
newspaper article about the “ black masses,”

Many probably think that ¢ black masses
are the result of bad novels and other un.
wholesome inventions, but unfortunately

there appears everywhere news about such

sacrileges, and with couvincing councreteness.
And if one adds to this also other terrible
manifestations of human degradations, then

- e
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to our deep regret also this shame of ow

age appears to be real,

Villainy and all the nets of darkness begin
from very little, almost indiscernible in the
hustle of everyday life, But even these
smallest black seeds in their dark potential-
ity grow up to the greatest sacrileges. And
people forget altogether that sacrilege is
neither small nor big. Every sacrilege is the
manifestation of greatest ignorance, lowest
savagery and represents in itsell a great
shameful crime. Not without reason was
ignarance in ancient teachings considered as
the greatest crime, For an igooramus npct
only harms himself, but he seduces and
harms the whole of humanity, he infests the
whale of the atmosphere, Therefore sacrile. |
gious ignorance is'not’a personal crime, itis
service to darkness, it is ao active evil, which
destroys the constructive achievements and *
pulls man down into the abyss of ¢haos. i

Lst us not think that dark chaos is some-
thing abstract, let us not forget "that houman
gatherings should not only increase the gaod,
and ought not to be a source of degradation,

Flattering compromisers will perhaps say:
«Is it right to underline so persistently some
dance or the goatskin of a priest?’; Lat
these comproﬁxisers realize what may result
from one goatskin and that already a whole
“ black mass " is growing ! Let us also not
forget that human responsibility should not
admit blasphemous sacrileges which lead to
incurable earthly diseases. N

Precisely in our times,"much that seems
hazy abstractness, has become obvious reality,
The conscionsness of the heart persistently
warns that the limits of errings have ‘been
reached_ ' Ignorance flourishes, gorgeously
surrounding itself with absurd conventionali-
ties and the human spirit wails and warps——
“ Lat us not transgress the limits " |
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THE ROERICH PACT AND BANNER OF.PEA

. ITS AIMS AND HISTORY TO DATE, [ 4pR jgss
' : ’ S AV FHE,
BY Mg. V. A, SHIBAYRV, - EN
lagga: Sy .
Naggar, . z;,\"\l\l P

{Theauthor of this article is a Memberof the Orgauizing
Comuuittee of the Third Convention of the Roerich
Pact and Baoner of Peace, held at Washiugtoﬁ,
U.S. Al .

HE 17th of November—the anniversary of
the Roerich Peace Banner Day'—-was
celebrated \ with great solemnity and enthu.
siasm in New York, Paris and other centres of
the world, where this epoch-making, cultural
treaty has lately made such progress towards
recognition and adoption by varicus nations,

The Banner of Peace, ‘as is now well-known,

is the symbol of the Roerich Pact, under which

*“the agreeing countries pledge themselves to
guard, esteem and sponsor all those immea.
surable and irreplacable treasures of the
"achievement of the human spirit which other-
wise, as has unfortunately been proved only
too often, are neglected and destroyed, either
by vandalism, lack of care and understanding,
both in times of war and so.called peace, This
greatthuipanitarian idea thus provides in the
field of mankind’s: cultural achievements the
samée guardianship as the Red Cross provides
in pity for the physical sufferings of man. As
Articles I and II of the Pact state: * Educa-
iicmal, arlistic and scientific institutions,
artistic and scientific missions, the personnel,
the property and collections of such institu-
tion§ and.missions shall be deemed. neutral
and as such shall be protected and respected
by beiligerents, Pratection and respect shall
be due to the aloresaid. instititions and
missions in all places, subject to the sover-
reignty of the High Contracting Parties, with-
.out any discrimination as to the State

W

Allegiance of any particul‘:{?z;‘ﬁ‘iéﬁ%t or
- mission,. The Institutions, Collections and
Missions thus registered may display a
distinctive flag, which will entitle them to
especial protection and réspect on the part of
the belligerents, of Governments and peaples
of all the High Contracting Parties.”

“Prof. Nicholas de Roerich, whom the
Honorable George Gordon Battle named
“undoubtedly one of the greatest cultural
leaders of all ‘times"” in a recent address at
the opening of a new “RBanner of Peace
Committee " beautifully expressed the ideals
of the Pact in the following words :

“ The world is striving towards Peace in

many ways and every one realizes in his heart

that this constructive work is a true prophecy
of the New Era, Of course arguments about
the comparative qualities of various kinds of
shells or about the advisability of replacing
the guns of two battleships by one - ship of a
newer type do not contribute harmonically to
constructive ideas of Peact. But let us hape
that even these discussions are preliminary
steps towards the same great concept ol
Peace, which will take place, thanks to a
taming of belligerent instincts of nations, by
great brilliant creations of the Spirit, But
the fact remains in the meantime, that shells
of these guus can destroy the greatest trea.
sures of art and science as thoroughly as those
of an entice fleet. We deplore the loss of the

libraries of Louvain and OQviedo and the

irceplacable beauty of the Cathedral of
Rbeime, we remember the beautiful treasures
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of private collections, which were lost during
world calamitics, But we do not want to
inscribe on these deeds any words of hatred;
let us simply say: ‘Destroyed by human
ignorance — rebuilt by human hope!’
Nevertheless errors of one form oor
ancther may occur again and thus other
valuable achievements of humanity rerain in
constant danger of being destroyed, Against
such ignorant errors we must immediately

" take precautions and definite measures,

Hence first of all let us sacredly protect the
creative treasures of humanity, First of all
let us agree on that, which is'the most simple—
so that, as with the Red Cross, the Banner
may significantly- summon the conscience of
men to the protection of that, which in
essence, belongs not to one nation alone, but
to the entire world, and constitutes the real

~ pride of the human race.”

The design of the Banner of Peace shows
three spheres surrounded by a circle in
magenta colour on a white back-ground, Of

. the many national and individual interpreta-
. tions of this symbol, which is so beautiful in
. its simplicity, the most usual are perhaps
" those of Religion, Art and Science as aspects
© of Culture—the surrounding circle; or that

of Past, Present and Future achievements

. of bumanity guarded within the circle of

Eternity. ¢ Both these interpretations,” says
Prof, de Raoerich, the creator of the Pact and
Banner, “are just as good, for they represent a

' synthesis of lile and that is my ruling

precepl,”
A brief outline of the history of the Roerich
‘Pact and Banner of Peace gives the following
"important milestones :
Conceived and proposed by Professor Ni-
cholas de Roerich as early as in 1504 to the

iy v
(Y

' Society of Architects and in 1914 during the

e
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war to H. M, Tzar Nxcholas 11 and the urand

Duke Nicholas {(when in both cases it was re-
ceived with highest interest but delayed owing
to wars), the project was lormally promulgated
in New York in 1929 according to the codes
of International Laws, the text of the Pact
having been drafted by Dr. Georges Chklaver,
Doctor of the International Law and Political
Sciences of the Paris University. In the
same year a comniittee of the Banuer of Peace
was founded in New York and the principles
were published through the press, The fol-
lowing year similar cormittees were founded

“in Paris and Bruges, in the latter under the

title “Union [nternationale pour le Pacte Roe-
rich”, In the autumn of 1931 the Union con.
vened the -first Iniernational Confereace,
which proved the great interest of many Gov.
ernments and in the next year another enthusi-
astic World Conference took placein the same
city. Thousands of approving opinions came
from religious, educational, artistic, scientific
and other cultural bodies and personages from
all over the world and it is only right and fair
to state that none of the greatest men of our
times omitted to take part in voicing their
approval, -To quote the Italian Anibassador
at Washington, Signor A, Rosso: “I feel no
one can be against such a great idea, Who-
ever would go against the Roerich Pact, will
have the Sanctuary of public opinion to deal
with,” ~ It is also of interest that the greatest

military authorities (like the late Marshall Ly- -

auley, Admiral Taussig,General Gouraud, etc.)
were in complete favour of the Pact,. The
first volume of collected statements and-letters
was published in New York and Paris under

the title “The Roerich Pact and Bannerof
Peace”. In the same yearin Bruges the
“Foundation Roerich pro Pace, Arts, Scientie
et Labore’ was inaugurated after the seseion °

@
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of the Second International Conference in that

city. The following year, 1933, saw the Third
Convention of the Roerich Pact and Banner of
Peace, held on Nav, r7th and 18thin Washing-
ton at the Mayflower, where thirty-six nations
sent their representatives and this Convention
unanimously passed the resolution to “recom-
mend the adoption of this humanitarian mea-
sure to the Governments of all Nations” for
“ adoption or adhesion by unilateral action
through proclamation of the executive,
by bilateral action through iaternational
Agreements and by multilateral action
through declaration of international con-
ferences,” Hardly a month later; the
Seventh Conference of the Pan-American
Unton at Montevideo passed the unanimous
resolution to accept the above and to urge their
participants-~the twenty-one governments of
the North,Central and South Americas-to sign
the Pact and thus to apply the great principles
in life. The Washington Convention of Lhe
Roerich Pact' and Banner of Peace also
elected a " Permanent- Committee for the
Advancement of the' Adoption of the Roerich
Pact and Banner of Peace,” located at 310,
Rivérside Drive, New York, with Prof. and

~-Mme. de Roerich as Honorary President ; the

Honorable Henry A, Wallace, U, S. Secre-
tary of Agriculture, as Honorary Chairman ;
Mr. Louis L. Horch, President ol Ruoerich

- Museum, as its Chairman ; Miss F, R, Grant,
Vice-Chairman, and ' Prof. Ralph V. D.

Magoffin of the New York University as its
Sécretary-General, This body negotiates
with all Governments, organizations and
individuals, interested in the. promolion and
adoption of the Pact and receives their expres-
sions of formal adherence. The proceedings

‘of the Washington Convention have just been

published in New York in book-form, -

i
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The Paris Committee of the Pact is under’
the presidentship of Baron M, A, de Taube,
Member of the International Court at the
Hague, and Dr. Georges Chklaver, Doctor of
International Law, is Secretary.General; The
Union International pour le Pacte Roerich in.
Bruges has M, Camille Tulpinck, Vice-Consul
of Greece, as its President and. Prof. M,
Adatci, former President of the Iaternational
Court at the Hague, as its Protector.

The current year—1934——saw the establish.
ment of a “Roerich Pact and Banner of -
Peace Committee ” in the Far East in Hatbin,
Manchukuo, with  Archbishop’ Nestor as
Honorary President, N, L. Gondatti, President,
and Prof, C. K, Hinz as Vice-President, | A
similar Committee was also inaugurated in
Bruxzelles with M, E. de Munck as President
and M. Hendrickx, Barrister, as General .
Secretary and under participation of Count
C. de Wiart, Minister ; the Governors of

- Luxemburg and Western Flanders and a

member of the Chamber of Deputies and a
member of Court of Cassation on the Com.
mittee, ‘

At the same time the following countries,
which are members of the Pan-American
Union, have either deposited their signatures
of adherence or have appointed plenipoten.
tiary d:legates to do so, at the next Pane
American Conference to be held on Pan.
American Day, April 14th, 1935; Panama
(which thus was the first country to officially
notify its- readiness to ratify the Roerich
Pact), Honduras, the United States, Equador,
Urugeay, Guatamala and Brazil, - Further
Chile and China have informed of their

‘readiness to ratify the Pact shortly and many
scountries of Europe have informed the Board
-of the Permanent Committee that their
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respective Governments have the Pact under
consideration, In Japan the Banner of .Pf:ace
was actually already hoisted over the Muustry
of Education on Nov. 17th, 1933, th,e day of
the - Washington Convention, anfl many edu-
cational and other cultural organisatigns have
already unlurled the Banner.

. 'As ‘regards the United States, Presi<_ient
F. D. Roosevelt has on August I1th officially
empowered Secretary Henry A. Wallace as
pleﬁipotentiary. to sign the Inter-Amerlc};’len
Treaty on the Roerich Pact. ‘Tht? Honora Be
Henry A, Wallace has recently given outft e“
folloxvingvstatement to the press, which Ztef
feviewing the history of the Pact, concludes :

« ] regard the Roerich szct as an ineyita.b!e
"ste-p_ih international relat;ons. At no tm'ﬂle
has such an ideal been more needed. While
 the individual nations are working out their
sepé\'r'ate economic and national problems, it

is also necessary that they lféCOgixize their :

Tesponsibility as part of the community of
"e tli)ons 1 am not one to urge visionary
'g\jbsfitufes in the place of effective action ina

. world of hard economic facts, yet 1do say

that itis-high time for the idealists who make
the reality of to-morrow, to rally an?und suc.h
ia symbol of international cultural um‘ty.. Itis
kﬁme that. we appeal to that aPpreClatlon of
tim ty, science, education, which funs across
.bea'u & nal boundaries, to strengthen all that
- natll; dear. in our particular governments
e h‘o‘ toms. 1t is for this reason that I
and c; Sthe ra;tiﬁcation of the Roerich Pact as
-reg:il' nificant a step. [ts acceptance significs
.Bg :’pbmach of a time when thaose who tml?v
e theirown nation will appreciate. in addi.
-l?ve he unique contribution of other nations
»uo: t.alsﬁ' do reverence to ‘that common
'A igi,im; . enterprise which draws together in

[Manom 1935,
one fellowship all artists, scientists, edu.cators

and the truly religious of whatever faith, 1

feel that this age owes a great d.ebt to

Nicholas Roerich in the creation of t.his ideal——

for such -ideals alone afford reality to our

eﬂ'ortsv for creating material weal'th and wor.k-

ing out improved social machinery for 'xts

distribution. While we work out these m.yrfad

individual problems, we must have a umfyx.ng ,
principle to which all our'hearts can give.
supreme allegiance. In this we can work
with faitb and anticipation towards thc'zse
spiritual cultural realities of which the Roench!
Pact is the symbol.”

~ Itis indeed a great asset to know that in
our present material and critical times thare
are not only thousands of individuals but also
léading statesmen, who see and urge the fact
of paramocunt importance—that the futtu:e of
humanity is shaped more by actual spiritual
strivings and cultural a.chievemer}t! and Qtl.xat
the present age owes everything positive

that it has, to true Culture and that thu:r, the

safeguarding of these pan-humar': achieve-

" ments is of most imperative necessity.

Here in India one finds also a wide appre-
ciation of the ideal for which the Roerich Pact ‘
stands, It would be impossible to quote all
these sign}, of cultural understanding irf S0
chort a review as the present, But besides
the adherences to the Pact as expressed by

Sir Rabindranath Tagore, Sir Jagadis C. Bose, !

Sir S. Radhakrishnan, Sir‘C.V.Raman, Dr,
James H. Cousins, Dr, Kalidas Nag, Pn;of.
Suniti Kumar Chatterji, the late Pfof.
S. R, Kashyab, S. V. Ramaswamy Mudaliar,

0. C. Ganguly, Asit Kumar Haldar, N, C, ;

Mehta; the late Ven, Sri Devamitta Dharm.a-
pala,etc,, and institutions like the Andhra His-
torical Research Institute, the Allahabad

Municipal Musenm, the Bharat Kala Bhawan -

‘the whele humanity and as such to be immune

| Hem 1935, THE ROERICH PACT AND BANNER OF ¢ PEACE.

in ‘Benares, the Maha Bodhi Society, the
Women’s Indian Association, the Y.M,B.A. of

. Ceylon, the Madanapalle College, the Travan.

core Cultural Association, etc,, and almost
all the organs of the Press—the following two
short quotations are expressive of the general
enthusiastic attitude towards the Pact ;

Mr, Gurdial Mallick of - the League of
Nation’s Union writes in the Sind Observer
on Banner of Peace Day, after a short descrip-
tion of the aims : “ In the realization of this
.great and glorious ideal it is necessary to have
the co-operation of the intelligentsia of the
r/orld to organize a strong public opinion in
tavour of the preservation of the artistic and

‘cultural treasures of every country, so that

mznkind may'have a continuous record of
its achievement. To this end it is desirable
that the governments of the world would all
ratify the Roerich Pact guaranteeing this pre.
servation and treating these treasures as the
beritage not of any particular nation, but of

from the ravages of war and destruction,”
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Another  distinguished - writer, Swami
Jagadiswarananda, states in a Message to the
Banner of Peace Convention: “ Professor
Roerich, the founder and leader of this unigue
humanitarian movement, is himself the per-
sonification of Universal Art and Universal
Cuiture, He has been truly called by Dr.
James H, Cousins as ‘Himalayan in Soul, for
he is really the Prophet of a New Humanity
and the messenger of a.New Cultural Warld,.,
Let us all pray for the loag life and sound
health of Professor Roerich, our leader, who
has opened a significant chapter in human
history of inaugurating this movement and the
Pact, Let the present Convention of Art and
Cu ture prove to warring nations of the world
by waving the Roerich Banner of Peace, that
Art and Culture are the Divine property—the
Universal Treasure of all mankind and write

on the portal of every institution of the

world—“ Help and not fight, assimilate and

“not destroy, Harmony and Peace and Pro-

mote,.not dissension ! "
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