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THOU ART, O GOD!

Thou art, O God, the life and light

Of all this wondrous world we see ;
Tts glow by day, its smile by night,

Are hut reflections caught from Thee.
Where’er we turn Thy glories shine;

And all things fair an1 bright are Thine.

When day, with farewell beam, delays
Among the opening clouds of Heaven,
And we can almost think we gaze
Through golden vistas into heaven,
Those hues that mark the sun’s decline
So soft, so radiant, [.ord, are Thine.

When night, with wings of starry gloom,
O’er shadows all the eirth and skies,

Like some dark, beauteous bird, whose plume
Is sparkling with unnumbered eyes—

That sacred gloom thos» fires devine,

So grand, so countless, Lord, are Thine,

When youthful spring around us breathes

Thy spirit warms her fragrant sigh ;
And every flower the summer wreathes

Is horn beneath that kindling eye.
Whene’er we turn Thy glories shine,

And all things fair and bright are Thine.
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X Late Mr Everett.

The news of the death of Mr. Everett, late Pilot Instructor of
the Madras Aero Club, in the terrible air crash at Chowtapalem
came as a shock to us. It was only on the prec eling Friday that
the Editor had gone to him for his second article on aviation and
Mr. Everett had, with his usual kindness, promised to give it oun
Monday. And on Sunday he met with his death! His tragic and
premature end is a personal loss to us., He had just contributed
the first of a brilliant and instructive series of articles on aviation
—a subject on which he was pre-eminently fitted to write—and
before he could contribute even the second, the cruel hand of Death
has taken him away. We offer our sincere condolences to Mrs.
Evere:t in her great bereavement,

In Thankfulness.

From the last issue we are reprigting some of the dramas of
Mr. V. V. Srinivasa Iyengar, Advocate, and former Judge of the
Madras High Court. Mr. Srinivasa lyengar has a style and a
method peculiar by his own. His profound sympathy, his naive
humour and his shrewd insight into the genius of our people make
his dramas significant to us though they were written some de-
cades ago. We gratefully acknowledge his kindness in granting per-
mission to us so readily to reprint his dramas. We hope our
readers will realise the greitness of the obligation we owe to Mr.

Srinivasa Iyengar and study his dramas carefully. The feeling

that young men of the present generation are reading and appre-
ciating his dramas will give him, we know, more pleasure than all
the formal thanks we may express in these columns.

LITERATURE

Great English Poems.

Rev. R. S. Macxicor,
Madras Christian College.

Milton's “ Paradise Lost ”

If you had been walking along the,
streets of London in the year 1667,
just the year after the city had almosd
been destroyed by the Great Fire, and
when its citizens were few in number
as a result of the terrible plague two
years before, you might have been in-
terested in the books for sale in the
shops. On one book-stall you might
have discovered a° new book,—small
in size, and*pficed. at 3/- contain—
ing ten chapters or ‘books’ of a poem
called “Paradise Lost.”

Some of those who bought the book
to read, found the poem strange. Its
lines did not rhyme, and this was
peculiar to them, just as some of the
poems written in English to-day show
peculiar new experiments.

The bookseller, if you had asked
about the author of this poem, would
have told you that it was by a Mz,
John Milton, who lived not far out of
London in a place called Chalfont St.
Giles. And if you had gone out tohis
house to visit him, you would have
bee™ surprised and saddened to find
that he was blind.

Many years before Milton had plan-
ed to write a great poem. He had
written some short ones, any of
which might have made him fawous.
And he had been very busy writing

about political matters, essays and
pamphlets ; but he had not realised
his greatest ambition. Sometimes he
dreamed of a great poem on the early
legends of his country. If he had
known the Eamayana or the Maha-
baratha, he might have been iffspired
to write on one of their themes. When
he was quite a young man, he wrote
out a list of 1many subjects from
which he might choose the theme of
his greatest work. And if you ever
get a chance of going to Cambridge,
you will be able to see for yourself
the very piece of paper, with the list
of suggestions in Milton’s own hand-
writing, written down in the days be-
fore he became blind.

One of the names on the list is
Paradise Lost and this was the
theme which Milton liked best. It
was the only one he believed to be
great enough for a great poem. He
felt that he could not write it except
“by prayer to that Iiternal Spirit who
can enrich with all utterance and
knowledge, and sends out His angels
with the hallowed fire of His altar, to
touch and purify the lips of whom
He pleuses.”

And so, being led tohis choice in this
way, Milton began to write his great
life-work, about the beginning of gy
life upon carth. 1t is a tragic siop

I i a tragic story,



l'Jecause 1t describes how (od planned
for man’s happiness and designed the
world in love; but man spoiled God’s
plan, as he has done all through the

years, and still does to-day.

« Of man’s firsg disobedience, and the fruit
Of that forhidden tree, whose mortal (aste
Brought Death into the word, and all our

. woe
With loss of Tden, 6ill one groator man

Restore us, and regain the bliss{ul scab
Sing, Heavenly Muse.

You can read the story from which
Milton took his ideas, by turning it
up in the Bible. You will find it in the
first book—Genesis, chapters 3 and 4.
Into that old story Milton has poured
all his glorions imagination, lishting
itup, enriching it, making it ten times
more real by his touch. It isa ag-
nificent poem.

You will find in it beauty of descrip-
tion, of woods and water, of the
storms of the nature. There are fine
lines which describe :

Fish that with their fins and shining
scale

(lide under the greon waves, in Sculls
that oft

Bank the mid sea

Or such a deseription of the morn-
ing as we find in the Fourth Book.

Sweet is tho broath of
sweet

morn, her rising

With charm of carliost hirdy ;

plosant
tho sun

T .
When firss on glhis delightful land he

spreads

I . . . . " . .
{is orieng beams, (roe, (%t and flowor
(,Jlistuuing with dew, *

o

But it you are g0 experience  the
1 < . - Y o M 3 N
Dost magnificent lines of Milton, you
must read {he

opening  books  right
throngh ;

ot hetter still, geb someone
else to read then to you,
many passages of tcr;il;lc
beauty  there.

for there are

and  orand
: One of the most fam-
OIIS.IS the invocution ¢ light  at the
beginning  of ghe Third Book. And
as you read it, you ¢

an appreciate and
wonder at  the

: magination of this
blind poet ag he dictated these
ing  worlds describing
not see.

glow-
what he could

Some of you will fing the poewm
Fong and diflicult: it is 0w divided
into tw"elve Books, and olten the lan-
guage 1s hard to undorstang.
L advise you to ask
you portions of the

And so
someone to read to

splendid poctry.

Then you wi i
3 will hear ity i
you will hear its music gnd see

the vivid pictures which the blind poet

saw nearly three hundreq years agso
5 ago,

HISTORY

The Civilisation ot the Tigris—
FEuphrates Valley.

T. K. VENEATARAMAN, M.A., L.T.,

Pachaiyeppa’s College, M udras.

We surveyed in the last issue the won-
derful culture Which rose in the valley
of the Nile. Atroughly the samne tine,
there flourished in  Western Asia
another great civilisation, quite as
wonderful as the Egyptian. If you
look at a map of Western Asia, you
will find two great rivers, flowing in
a south-easterly direction, ultimmately
joining together and entering she
Persian Guif. They ave called the
Iuphrates and the Tigris. Just about
the middle course of the Tigris, there
lies the plain of Assyria. You must note
this name, as we shall come across the
Assyrians (the people of  Assyria) in
the course of our survey. Further be-
low, in the valley of the Euphrates, we
have the region called Babylonia. In
this fertile valley rose a very import-
ant civilisation, not later than 3500
B. C. and possibly much earlier.

The authors of this culture were a
race of people called the Sumerians.
We do not know who they were, or
when they came over to  Babylonia.
Even before 3000 B. C. they had ev-
olved a high degree of civilisation, and
were living in cities. T'he most im-
portant of these citics was called Uy,
and investigations carried on at these
places by scholars have proved that
civilisation goes herc to a very early
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age, the Swumerians being quite civi-
lised even when they settled in the
land. The Sumerians had a develop-
ed knowledge of agriculture, and irri-
gation by canals. They were acquaint-
ed with work in metals. More im-
portant, they invented the style of
writing  called Cunetform. On  thin
clay tablets, characters were cut out
with a kind of triangular instrument;
and this kind of writing persisted in
this area for a very long time. We
come across elaborate libraries of
books formed of these curious clay
tablets.

This cuneiform script has been de-
ciphered by modern scholars, and it is
from the writings on these clay-tab-
lets that we get our knowledge of the
prosperous life of the Sumerians, and
the other races, who, following the
Swmnerians, had adopted the culture
founded by them in this area.

1Zach Sumerian city centred round the

temple of its patron-god, and the ela-
borate worship of the.e gods created
a powerful class of priests. T'he priests
watched the movement of stars, and
prepured a calendar in which they
divided & vear into months, & month
mto  weeks, a week into days, u day
mto hours.



In course of time, a swarm of fierce
nomads from Arabia, who belé)nged
to a race called the Semitic, establish-
ed themselves in North Babylonia, and
conquered the Sumerians who were in
"the south. The conquerors imposed
their own language on the area, and
thereatter the Sumerian tongue was
used only for religious purposes, as
Samskrit is used in our country. But,
they adopted all other details of the
Sumerian culture. The advance of
civilisation, therefore, continued.

Kven now, for a long time, the
region was divided into states, each
consisting of a city. In the 20th
century B. C. one of these cities call-
ed Babylon, which was ruled by a
great King called Hammurapi, con-
quered all the others. This marks
the First Babylonian Empire, which
lasted roughly till about 1250 B. C.
Hzmnmurapi was, as we saw, a great
conqueror. But, he is even more
famous for his code of laws, which is
surprisingly humane and enlightened,
considering the age. The city of
Babylon was laid out in streets, ac-
cording to a definite plan. There were
well-conducted schools, and good libra-
ries, adjacent to temples. The tre-
mendous influerce of the First Baby-
lonian empire on the surrounding
peoplesis seen in the fact that Babylon
remained the commercial centre of

Western Asia for centuries, and the
Babylonian tongue became the langu-

age of traders and businessmen of the

ancient world. There were rich com-
mercial companies carrying on ex-

tensive trade, and the temples receiv-

ed money on deposit, 4nd carried on®

banking. Among Industries, brick
manufacture was the most inportant.
Unlike Bgypt, the Tigris-Kuphrates
valley has no stone or proper timber
for building purposes. Hence, people
baked clay int> bricks, and used them
for all building purposes. Some of
the enamelled bricks found 'n this
region ave believed to be unsur-
passed by even the best work of to-
day. Another important industry
was the manufacture of heautiful car-
pets and rugs, and woollen garments.
The people were famous also for
their exquisite work in wood, ivory,
gold and silver, and precious stones.

In course of time, the First Baby-
lonian -empire declined.  Finally,
about 1250 B. C. it was conquered by
the hardy race of people called the
Asayrians. We shall continue the
story in the next issue ; but, we may
note here that the Assyrian conquest
did not mean the extinction of the

Babylonian civilisation. . Its 1mnain

elements were adopted by the new
conquerors also.
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SOCIAL SERVICE.

HOW PUBLIC HEALTH IS
ORGANIZED IN BRAZIL

By Miss MURIEL SIMON,

Organising Secretary, Junior

To appreciate to the full the

o colossal efforts made in Brazil for the

advancement of public health, we must
go back half a century or so to the
days when tropical diseases—whose
manner of propagation was still a
mystery—were assuming catastrophic
proportions in all the warm regions of
the globe.

Brazil was not content merely to
adapt to her own purposes the dis-
coveries made in other countries;
with such native-born scientists as
Oswaldo Cruz, Carlos Chagas and a
host of others whose names are less
universally known, she placed herself
in the front rank of those nations to
whom we owe the possession of the
arms which have enabled us to trinmnph
over the common foes of mankind.

At the beginning of the twentieth
century, all the ports of the American
Continent lived in constant terror of
yellow fever; it was a tragically
familiar sight to see phantom fleets of
derelict ships drifting aimlessly off the
quayside, all their officers and crew
having been carried off ina few deys
by the dread disease. No sooner had
the Stegomyia MOSqUit0 been identified
as the vector of yellow fever than a
violent campaign was started at Rio
de Janeiro, and subsequently thiough-

2ed Cross, Madras Branch.

out the whole Republic, against this
pest. The mosquito had ab all costs
to be prevented from laying its eggs
in ponds, water-tubs, gutters and
discarded food tins filled with rain-
water. A series of by-laws was there-
fore passed making it compulsory to
dryv up stagnant pools and to cover
recipients with metal lids ; periodical
house-to-house inspections were made
in all the towns and villages to see
that these instructions were faithfully
carried out, and to explain their
significance to the inhabitants. All
cases of yellow fever declared to the
authorities were isolated, and their
origin traced. This formidable task
was carried through with such energy
and efficiency that yellow fever has
now become a nightmare of the past.

Similar compaigns have resulted in
a marked diminution in the incidence
of four diseases which were formerly
ubiquitous in  Brazil, wviz., malaria,
ankvlostomiasis (hookworm), leprosy
and trachoma. The Oswaldo Cruz
Institute in Rio de Janeiro, which
excites the unbounded admiration of
all who visit it, is engaged in con-
tinual research into the causes and
treatment of these plagues with a view
to strengthening the campaigns
against them., The Sao  Paoclo



Institute is also performing valuable
work in this connexion; it possesses
one of the most remarkable  serpen-
tariums ” in the world and supplies
the greater part of the American
Continent with snake-bite vaccine.
" A centre for the study and treatment
of leprosy, organised under the aegis
of the League of Nations, completes
the admirable scientific equipment of
this enterprising country.

With the tropical diseases in
constant regression, there still remain
the everyday health problems to be
attacked. In common with all the
other nations of the earth, Brazil must
contend with the ravages caused by
infant mortality, tuberculosis, and
cancer. Here again, the authorities
have left nothing undone. They have
instituted schools for nurses and public
health workers which are second to
none. They have dotted the country
with baby clinies, anti-tuberculosis,
sanatoria, cancer institutions, and
hospitals. The efforts of the autho-
rities in these fields are seconded by
those of such private philanthropic
organizations as the Gaffree and
Guinle Foundation, the Red Cross,
the T.eagues for Health and Child
Welfare, etc.,

Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and cities

of lesser importance constitute admir-
able examples of town-planning in
that they skilfully combine architec-
tural beauty with such practical
necessities as rational housing, parks,
schools, libraries, playgrounds, mar-
kets, bathing esta.blishgnents, clinics
and hospitals.

The luxuriant vegetation of Brazil
1s matched only by the profusion of its
health orgaunizations. The books in
the public libraries, the foodstuffs in
the shops and even on the hawkers:
barrows, are protected from dirt and
flies more effectively than 'in any
European country. The problem of
drunkenness is non-existent in Brazil.

This progressive spirit, this single-
ness of purpose on the part of the
authorities and public opinion in the
protection and improvement of the
nation’s health, constitute one of the
principal factors of the phenomenal
development of Brazil, which can
claim to rival Kurope not only in
extent but also in the degree of its
civilization.

Now boys! Here is a job for you.
What has been done in Brazil can be
done in India if only every educated
person would make up his or her
mind that good health is worth while.

GAMES AND SPORTS

Athletics—How to be Successful.
R. P. JosEPH, Residential Secretary, Y.M.C.4., Madras.

I. The Sprints (50 yards, 75

yards and 100 yards)-—(Contin ued).
The start.

After learning the correct style of
rithning, you mfst begin b0 practice
two other importa,ﬁt things, the start
and the finish. A good stavt is a great
help, while a bad start loses ground
which is often impossible to gain.

The correct way of starting a race
is by using the crouch stavt. It re-
quires plenty of practice and patience
before you can master it.

There are two separate positions to
learn in the crouch start :—

1. Getting to your marks, and
2. Getting ‘set’.

These two positions are governed
by the commands of the starter, who
gives the commands :(—

1. On your marks.
2. Get ready.

The first is a position of comfort,
whereas the second is one of attention,
when the whole body and mind should
be prepared to start on the firing of
the pistol.

Getting to your marks.

Place your left foot about four to six
inches behind the starting line. Kneel
down on the right knee placing the
knee close to the ball of the left foot.

STaAnrTING Line,
]

m RIGHT ¥NEE

FiG. 1.

(™

Now place the fivst finger of each
hand on the starting line, the thumbs
pointing inwards, the remaining fingers
well apart and pointing away from you.

F1&.2,

In this position you must feel quite
comfortable. If not, keep the hands in
position, and move the left foot forward
or backward until you have found your
most comfortable position. Then mark
the places on the lines where the toes
of both feet rest and there dig your
starting holes.

N
SSTANTInG
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The holes should be just as wide as
your running shoes, deep enough to
take all the spikes, upright at the back
and sloping towards the starting line.
Now go down again with your toes in
these holes, your right knee on the
ground and your hands on the starting
line as before. This position must be
quite comfortable to you. Otherwise,
do it all over again until youarereally
comfortable. Most sprinters start with
the left foot in front, but if you find
it more comfortable to start with the
right foot in front, do so, in which case,
substitute right for left in the above.

Getting Ready.

The next position called the ‘set’
position is one of alertness. On the
command, “get ready,” raise the right
knee off the ground so that your leg
may be bent at right angles, and throw
the whole weight of the body on the
left leg and the hands, at the same
time looking at a point just in front
of the starting line where your first
stride will be. Do not raise your head
and look down the course as you will
be made to raise your body too abrupt-
ly at the start.

A good starter will not keep you in
this position for more than a second if
all the runners could do it correctly.
The better you can do it, the sooner

you will be off the mark and the more
likely you will be to make a good start.

The start

On the crack of the pistol, spring
from your starting holes and get into
your correct style at once, making full
use of your arms and shoulders with
your very first stride. Do not raise
the body too quickly at the start; do it
gradually with cach stride, taking 20
to 30 yards to reach the correct posi-
tion.

The Finish. .

The finish in a race should be prac-
tised as carefully as any other part of
the race. A common fault among
athletics isto ease up just before reach-
ing the tape. That i¢ really the time
when you should be making your big-
gest efforf. Keep your style, right
past the tape for ten yards. Do not
pull up too quickly after passing the
tape, as it is bad for the heart and the
muscles. Thrust the body forward
from the hips, when about two strides
from the tape. By doing so you will
breast the tape a little earlier than you
would otherwise have done. When
thrusting the hips forward, take care
that you do not press the hips back-

wards. If you do, little or nothing is

gained by the movement.
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HEALTH AND HYGIENE.

Getting Ready to Enter School
By T. N. S. RAGHAVACHARI,
(King Institute, Guindy)

When a boy or girl enters school
for the first time, a great change
oceurs in the child’s mode of life.
M2ul time, bed titne, and midday sleep
were the only fix8d hours formerly.
But at school, school time is added.
Formerly the child played alone or
with his brothers and sisters, now
he must learn to play and deal
with & number of strange children.
All these things go to make entrance
into school something of a test of a
child’s physical health and wmental
condition. It is, therefore, necessary
that the child is trained in a sufficient
degree of independence and is equipped
as far as possible with health and
strength.

Mind and body go together.
Children with poor eyesight or bad
hearing cannot keep pace with those
having sound sight and hearing.

Such defective children are usually
below par, and are often likely to be dull
and inattentive, sometimes also restless
in the class. They are frequently
absent from school owing toill-health.
Such children are a source of
disappointment to parents by having to
remain in the same class for more
than a year. Their progress is
retarded and public money is wasted
on them.

Much of this waste could be
prevented by a little forethought about

the child's physical condition and by
having the child thoroughly well
examined by a competent physician
a few months before he is to enter
school.  This will result in some
latent defects being discovered and thus
give time for correction and for build-
ing up the general physique of the
child.

Parents are generally apt to overlook
defects in their offspring. There isno
use deceiving ourselves into thinking
that our children are specimens of
health, and wisdom. I will not be far
wrong when I say that of a hundred
children, whether in a city, town or
village school, about ten have defect-
ive vision and need glasses, three
or four have imperfect hearing, over
a dozen (or even twenty) have diseased
tonsils, or adenoids and so cannot
breathe properly, about a dozen cannot
sit, stand, or walk in an erect posture
and a very large number of them
possess carious teeth; a number of
children are malnourished while only
a few appear to be properly fed. It
may be that your children do not
belong to those requir.ng some cor-
rection of defects or of habits, but
there is nothing like ensuring that
they are free from defects, before they
are sent to school.

The physical condition of the chill
when he enters school is not the only



concern of the parent and of the
school.  The examination of the
child’s mental health and development
and of his social and temperamental
habits, should also form part of
the intelligent teacher’s progranme ;
there should be active co-operation
between home and school. The younger
the child the more easily he will re-
spond to correction in this respect.

By the time a child isfive or six years
old, certain habits should have been
established. These are the responsi-
bility of the parents or guardians. If
the parents have failed in this duty,
or if they are indifferent, the teacher
alone cannot succeed in establishing
the correct habits in young children.

List of habits to be established in
five and six-year-old children, by
parents :—

The child must have been taught
to :—

(1) sleep twelve hours every night
with windows open;

(2) bathe regularly every day ;

(3) wear proper clothing, discard
those of the previous day and see that

i
these are washed and kept ready for
the following day’s use ;

(4) wash his hands and feet after
visiting the closet, which he should do
regularly once a day ;

(5) eat only at meal time ;

-

(6) drink sufﬁciegt milk and water
every day;

(7) eat no more sugar than isneces-
sary ;

(8) use small cash given to him to
buy tiftin or eatablesin the right way ;

(9) play part ofr the day out of
doors ; ’

(10) dress and undress himself
morning and evening ;

(11) show no fear of animals, dark-
ness or thunderstorms ;

(12) return home directly from
school ;

(13) be careful in crossing streets

and in getting into or out of tram
cars ;

(14) respect other peoples’ feelings;

(15) avoid going too often to cine-
mas.
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USE OF LEISURE

Some Things to do i Y our
Leisure Hours.
KURUVILLA JACOB, M.A. LEEDS)
Headmastir, Madras Chirstian College School.

Two ways of Cutting glass.
dMost boys and girls know that glass
can be cut with a ddamond. But here
are two novel ways of cutting glass
without a diamond.

If you have a bottle with a broken
neck, there is no need to throw it away.
Dip a piece of string in paraffin or
methylated spirit sand tie it round
the bottle®where you wish it cut. Set
fiire to the string. Soon after it has
burned, dip the glass under water and
give it a tap. The bottle will be cut
as required and you can smooth the
edge with emery cloth.

The other way is to fill the bottle
up to the point where you wish it cut
Heat a rod of iron in the fire till it s
ved hot and then dip it into the oil.
You will hear the glass crack and it
will be neatly cut. Smooth the edges
with emery cloth. Try to make some
glass rings using this method.

Silhoettes.

Have you secen silhouette photo-
graphs ? Do you know that you can
make silhouttes, without a camera ?
Here is a wayof making a silh.outte
picture of your friend. Ask him to
Sit on a chair in a davk room and put
a light on one side so that the. sh&@ow
of his profile is cast on 3 white picce
of paper. Move the light about untill

this shadow is sharply outlined. Then
draw the outline with a pencil.
Take the paper out and blacken the
space inside the outline. That 1s a
silhouette picture of your friend. If
you can get paper with one side black,
draw the outline as mentioned
above on the white surface and cub
out along the line and paste the figure
on a white paper with the black
sarface outside. Then ask your
friend to make one of yours!

Answer to the problem in the

last issue.

The travellers about whom we read
in the last issue were very much asto-
nished at the decision of the stranger.
This was his explanation.

One of them had fine loaves and the
other three, making eight loaves in all,
which were divided equally among the
three. When each loaf was divided
into three equal parts there were
twenty four parts and when divided
equally each of them got eight of those
parts. One who had three loaves or
nine parts consumed eight parts ang

gave only one part to the foodless
traveller, while on the other hand the
traveller who had five loaves or fifteen
parts gave seven parts to him. There-
fore the decision was quite fair—
seven coins to him who gave seven
parts and one coin to him who gave
one part. :
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DRAMNA
BLESSED IN A WIFE
By V. V. SRINIVASA AIYANGAR,
Ezx-Judge, Madras High Court.
Act II. (Continued from previous issue) Scene I.

(Ramanathan on a couch. Doctor Naidu and Lalita are talking.)

A Sick Chamber
TIME—EVENING.
Lalita.
Let us go into the drawing-room and
talk there, doctor.

Dr. Naidu.
The doctor knows his business. Is it
for a nurse to dictate to him ?

Lalita.

If we should wake him up by our
noice ?

Dr. Naidu.

Your tenderness is somewhat mis-
placed- And‘ for eight more hours, you
cannot, do what you will, wake him up.
He will come to consciousness about
break of day and then there will be a
change for the better. And he will have
been saved |

Lalita.

There is always a break of day when
there is a change for the better. You
think he is past danger, doctor ?

Dr, Naidu.

Yes child, so far as this illness is con-
cerned.

Lalita.
How can I thank you, dear doctor ?

These seven days have been the happiest

in my life.

Dr. Naidu,

Watching and waiting by this wreck
of a husband who has been hovering bo-
tween life and death! You have strange
ideas of happiness.

Lalita.

I shall be content tp be happy—so.

There is happiness eyen in such acute
misery.
Dy. Naidu.

This is not physical pathology and I
don’t care to quarrel with you. But look
you, be careful, very careful, when he
wakes up—

(Enter Miss Thorn—nurse in
attendance.) *
Miss Thorn.

Sir the old lady, the gentleman's
mother, is in the ante-room and ingists
on going in here and seeing her son.

Dr. Naidu.

When did she return ? T thought that
after she quarrelled with you that noon,
she went away to her nephew's house

—the lawyer's.
Lalita.

She must have returned only a few
minutes back. The servants must have
—Well, what can I do ? I mean, how
to prevent her from coming in ?

Dr. Naidu.

Loave that to me. I shall go and
manage her.

|Going and then pausing and turning

back)-

Miss Fortune, remember what I told
you. You ought to be very careful. Don’t
let him—Don’t disturb him and don’t
force yourself on him. It is necessary
he must have quiet and peace. You under-
stand me ?
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Lalita.
Yes, Sir.
% [Exit Doctor]

Miss Thorn.
What can the old lady want to do
here ?

She seemed so agitated. She is & queer

thihg | °
Lalita.

She always has been.
Miss Thorn.
Did you know her before ? How long?
Lalita.
Of course, in a way. I am sure, I don’t
care to remember.
Miss Thorn.
You seem to be afraid of her. What
if she came here ? The doctor assured
me that the patient won't wake up till

morning. .
Lalita.

Well, I suppose—I don’t know——a rule
is a rule. If shecould come now, she
would want to come every hour. T don't

like her, somehow.
Miss Thorn.

Dear old girl 1—With only one foot in
the grave as she says—she gave me a

rupee | )
Lalita.

What ! Do you take bribes ? How
dare you ? I shall have to- report you

to the doctor.
Miss Thorn.

I meant no harm ! It was only a pre-

gent. If you make such a fuss about it
n it to her.

I shall go and retur (Goes]

Lalita.
Bolt the door as you go oul and see
that your dear old girl does not get in

here.

[Enter Parvathi, Miss Thorn stops]

Miss Thorn.,
Here is your rupee, Madam. It seemg
you ought not to come in.
Parvathsi.
What rupee ? It is not mine. I never
gave you that ! Who says I ought not to
come in ? It is my house. Who dares

question me ?
Miss Thorn.

That lady—the doctor hasgiven strict

orders. ]
Parvatha.

It is not the doctor's house—yet.
Thank God, my son is living. But where
is the young lady—my precious daughter-
in-law ? The doctor said she was here.

Lalita.

The doctor ?—1Is it possible ?—The
doctor must have told you so, Madam
believing that if you thought she was in
this room you would not go in here.
Kindly lead the lady out of the room.
Do please.

Parvathi.

Who are you, my young lady, and what

are you doing here ?

Lalita.

Woe are both nursing the patient and

attending on him,
Parvathi.

I think I know s'rour voice ! Let me
see | Oh! Is that you indeed ? I thought
so, I suspected as much. Good God | it
is all clear as daylight—now | You caus-
ed him to be drugged in that woman’s
house, you made him ill—mad—and you
brought him here and you are now try-
ing here to kill him.

I will go and raise up the town—you

will see what an old woman can do! In-
deed |



Lalita. )

- Alas | What a woman |—We are not
afraid of your threats, Madam. Your
mind is unhinged, out of love for your
son-—of course. But don’t disturb here.
If you speak a word more, you shall re-
gret it. Please go |

Parvathi.
Certainly I am going—do you know
where ? )
Lalita.
I care not. The old barber has been
traced and he lives and won't tell a lie—

Please go !
Parvathi.

Olad barber ? Good God ! What do I
know of old barbers ? You speak so my-
steriously ? I only came here to see if
my son wasalive and I have sesn him.
What more have I to do here ? This
very minute I am returning to my ne-
phew's house. Don't be angry with me,
nurse,

Lalita.
Go |
(Exit Parvathi]
Lalita.
Oh ! God | What a world |
Miss Thorn.,

I did not understand anything of what
you were saying to each other. You seem

Qg #7 |
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to be afraid of each other and have some
secrets. How that woman collapsed b
Lalita.
That is how guilt always collapses.
Miss Thorn.
But what was it you said about the

barber ?
Lalita.

It is a huge joke—T will tell you some -
other time. Let us rest awhile, Miss
Thorn. I shall watch here. You are
tired. Please go and sleep in the ante-
room. I shall call you when necessary.

Miss Thorn.

No, I shall attend here to-night. Tt is

not fair, you have not had a wirk these

seven nights.
Lalita.

I am quite used to it. Thank you !
You had better go and take some rest.
Miss Thorn.
Just as you please | Only, I hope the
doctor will not blame mae. .
Lalita.
I shall see to it. Good-night !
Miss Thorn.

Good-night |
(Bxit)

Lalitha takes a look at the pa-
tient, sighs, puts out all the lights
except one, prays fervently and
then reclines herself on a sofa.
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