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Solutions Acfoss —-1. Bad, 3. Gardenia, 8.

- Qral, 9, Air; 10, “SAME, LAME Tame, 12, Age,.

" Ate, Awe, 14, Esoteric, 15. Necks. (Decks) 17.

- Serbs. 20.” PET, Pew, (Peg) 22- "Law, (Faw, Jaw,

"Paw)24, 034, 0ld26. Rise, 29 Ironic. 30, Sheet,

Sweet, 32. Neck. 33, Den. 34 wam, Sllm. 35. Or,
. Run. Pain, Ruin, 7 : :

" Down—1." Braid, " Beain; 2. Doric, 3. Gases

- 6. Near .
: Gales, (Gates, GamesH Ah;. 5..Duet, Diet. »
7. - Ateca. 11. Move, (Make, Mote, Mole) 13. Gin, .

L 16- Em Eve. ;8.-;8::01:. *19. {Swmus ] ’P‘asses

Dxner, Dwet. 27 .. Sic. 28 Sema:n. &
: : Comment:,

G Je B

Fome v o

QAcross 10 ﬁ’asters excuses ara mrly alwaysi

V’I‘he’beet of .the three :5 SAME. Next in import-
ance i is LAME. And asan error in this item wilt

mean two errors, competitors are advised to select both
to be on the safe side. ' '

12 Deforen« if ofton nuyn-ed by .
- AWE. 'I‘h:s seems ‘to be the best = solution-—es-

; pecially when thé sofution for 13 Down is considered -
.AWE zsreverenm.! feu and awe often inspu'es de!er :

c

ence. D
AGE. Thls is next in order u! ment. ! annot say

e, 2 § f‘;i why 1 should call it as next in unport:noe to- AWE ex~
’ 21.~ Post. Port.” - 23;" Beckon, eckon, :
- Pauses. "Elm‘ 33 Doﬁ

cept that since AGE is a selution . which - wonld strike

“any solver, the oompller ‘might have gone in for the
o ffs!ngbtly more _uncommon -AWE, - Apart from . this, -
. "AGE canbe considered to be as important as AWE. . -
"’VATE—-The goddess of mischief and all rash ‘ac-

txons and their results. certamly mspxtw deference—but -
I thmk she dm it no merely often but always. Anyhov
his sotutlon also seems to hold ground with tha others ’
numeratéd and it is left to~ tho compeutor “ta'. seled. ,

~ A

_?hl.the likes of tbese AT D
-;315 ’.l'lwso of :ome trampl eould. do thha. g'ood :

lnvanably xt is the neck that accumalxtes :
"‘ly aud itis this that is not scrubbed welt
th And the necks of some tramps should be

5—8—35

mean clothing at all ? And only becauss of this doubt-
1 do pot give mouch prominence to this solution.

20, An uncontrolled one may cause grave in-
Jury.

PEN: This is certainly a good solation. An
mncontrolled pen may cause grave injury as was proved
in the time of ithe French Rebellion. But the use of
the word * may’ gives room for doubt. A pen may or
may not cause grave injury, if it is not controlled—that

is the meaning and I think that an uncontrolled pen is -

8ure to cause grave injury. This makes me give thisa
second place of importance to

PET——any animal or bird one brings up fondly.
Pet is also applied to children. And these may cause
* grave injury by their praoks, especially if they are un-
controlled,

~ PEG is not a good solution, It means an alcoholic
drink, especially a brandy —and —soda. Bat a peg can-
not be an uncontrolled one. First of all drinks are con-
trollable by the man who mixes them andoae p2g has a
limit though several pegs'may not have a limit. And
one peg seldom causes grave injury. Thetefore I do
not give this much value.

-Prefer PET and if your a;'e sendirg . enough en-
tries, go in for PEN afterwards.

23, When setting this in motion be careful,

Certainly before setting LAW in motion you have
to be very careful—especially when yoa copsider the

costs and the troubles to which fadure to prove your
ause or claim are considered.

FAW : agipsy. The use of the pronoun this in

the clue precludes this solution.

JAW--slang word meaning scoldmg . This solu-
tion seems far*-fetched

PAVV-—s!.mg meamog the hand. This also may

be omitted with safety.
- 24, chn Peo plo are this ¢ heyget extra atten-
tion. .

Attention means civility, courtesy - or care. In this

-

' sense the OLD get extra attention;

As for the solution ODD, it is applicable if you
takeattentnon to mean attract attention. An ODD

- man i3 more likely to attract attention than an ordinary
- man. Lot

Of the two solutions OLD is certainly preferable,
but l thmk it is safer to select ODD as your solution as

"THE TATLER OF INDIA

its very_oddity is likely to induce the compiler to select
it, -

30, Frequently in Infant’s mouth.

The two solutions that go in here are SHEET and
SWEET. An infant is a babe although accerding to
Eoglish Law anyone below tweaty-one is an infant,
Babies take a sort of pleasure in thrusting their bed-
sheets into their mouths and so this solution has been
selected. As for SWEETS, well, babies cannot get
sweets unless they are given to them by their mothers
and no sane mother will give sweets frequently to
babies. Andso I prefer SHEET to S\WWEET.

"33, The only solution that fits in with the clue
down is DEN and sothe other possible alternatives
may be omitted. :

34. To help to preserve their figure many gu- -
do this

SWIM—Swimming is a good exercise and many
Enpglish girls go to the beach and swim Jjost i0 sze that
they are physically fit and that they 1e*ain their figure,

SLIM—Very thin, weak. Thisis a2 good solution
but according to Chambers SLIM is ocly an adjective

Win Rs. 2,000 Guar nﬁeed

Sealed Key Solution Depomted with * My Magazine of India "

Last posting date, 20-8-35. Result Dosted to all competitors.
ENTRANCE FEE :—Annas FOUR per entry.

S - Missing Letters No, 43,
g . WORDS. Meanings,

F

ENS —~ FOLLOW.
TRAC— FOOTPRINT.
M-LL GRIND.
BAS— FIBRE.
TRAI-— DRAW ALONG.
CONTE—-— DEBATE.
—1IL DISGUISE.
- M END CORRECT,

mvmm-&ww—‘

REF:—Chambers XXth Century Dictionary,

Rules :—Clues are direct from Chambers XXih
Century Digtiopary. First Prize Rs. 1,000 far all
correct. Second Prize Rs. 600 for one eiror solu-
tions and Third Prize of Rs 300 for two error solu.
tions. Special Prize of Rs. 100 for the correct solu-
tion received on or before 12—8—35. In case of
ties the prize amount will be equally divided. The Z
decision of the manager is final and legaily binding {
regarding this Competition. Enclose 9 pies Ctampek
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for results. Address all entries and M.Os. to:—
The Manager, g
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'3 and is not used as a verb which is the part of speech
"(m which the solution is requ\red and so -~ this solution
E may be onmtted. B P . :

. The bettet and pe:haps the only <o!ution to this

cl.:e IS S\VIM. -

" tlus is mcessunt

RAIN—-—When there is mcessant raio we. generally °
feel ill-at ease and even worried we find it difficult to”
‘keep our spmts. Therefote this is 2 very good solu.

5—8—35

GATES—GATES seldom blow up and even if
they do, they seldom damage apything.

GAMYS—Wild animals protected by law and:
hunted by sportsmen.  But do games blow up. or ex-

: : -plode ? - ~ I don’t think they ever do so.
36. Itis dxfxcult to keep one’s spxnts ap when -

The best solation is GAS‘?S and the next in im--
portance is GALES.
5 Somet1mes dxﬂ'xcult to bau thh pahence.
- DUET-—A composnt:on m musxc for two voices-
or instruments. When two voices . . or two instru.

, ments sing there wxll be very rarely hnrmony or unity-

5—8—35 DT rualigay § THE TATLER OF INDIA

The Rallway Parcel Murder l\’lystery

(Contmued from page 80)

-

realise that there was some’ intruder and that-he had *“ The intruder is a weakling,” he said to his fellow

been spotted by their sentnes——probab]y in the act of judges, “‘and our man bhas managed to arrest him. The

eavesdropping. very fact that the struggle between the two has ceased
When they realised that some one had managed to co suddenly proves it. QOur man could not have lost as

~come into their strong-hold and hear what was spoken he would have put up a strong fight, or called for assis-
_ inside, “those present in the hall—all except the Boss— tance if the intruder had been a strong fellow. I am

tealised that their position had suddenly become uncafe. sure he will be brought before us in the course of a few
They jumped out of their seats and tried to run upstairs minutes. Pray finish your drinks and cigars as if noth-

{tion.

5 PAIN"‘WI’W pam is incessant, even then you “and anyone who listens to it loses his patience and_ stops
annot keep up yonr Splﬂta""ln fact -itis - impossible in . his ears or walks away. lFurther, most of the DUETS.
\mcstcases‘ -The clue implies that it mll be difficult - omposed by our - amateur musicians are so’ medlocre
-but not unposszble to keep one’s spirit. That is why T and dull that anyone who listens to them gene rally lose:
ould prefe: RAIN ta thls, ST : " his patience.’. Thatis why I am of stropg opinion that.
R'UIN-—Rmn cannot be - mcesSaiﬁ or continual, - -this i isa good solutwn-—m fact tha more preferable one..

: noe, RUIN }' comes there wrll be an mterval - DIET—Itis always difficult’ to - bear with pau»
: }ence diet,. Andso I give ‘this solutxon second place. -
'11. Child loves being on. -

MOKE—*-: donkey. Certamly donkey ndw ars:
Ivexy much appreciated, nay, loved by children.:- But:
f{'-f'tbe clue dons not aliow us to introduce an article and.
s2y that a child loves bemg on A moke.} Further moke:
is an obscure word, and though found in Cbamber s
Dxcuonary, suﬂ'ers from thxs dlsquahﬁcatlon“ o

o ”MOVE—-Thns appeals to me ihe most.. ‘
MOTE~anythmg very small. Even a Chlld wxll’
ﬁnd t d;fﬁcult to be on ‘hnythmg very small.

: MOLE—'—any masswe bmldmg.. The same objec.
tion that 1 rmsed in the case “of ~the solutxon MOKE
apphes hera as well. ’ . ; Fr

1o find out who had dared to come there,

But taey desisted from doing that when they saw
‘their leader sitting calm and cool blowing out smoke
ftom his cigar. The Boss smiled at them. * There is

no need for anxiety or worry, The intruder, who—

ever he be will be canght and brought to us, ” he said
wuh great confidence.
Nor was he wrong, The struggle upstairs conti--

. nued only for a short time and ceased as abruptly as

it had begun.

ing has interfered with cor business transactions. *

He was right in his surmise.

A few minutes later a young boy, or rather a young
man, was hauled up before the judges.

The prisoner who was ushered was none but
Kamala. She had been detected red-handed in the act

of spying and brought down in no time by the burly
sentry.

LUV N VYTV

- Chapter 8

The Boss locked at Kamala steadily for a couple of
minutes. Then he slowly walked up to her ard gave
her hair a sudden tug.

- Kamala bad tied up her tresses so artfully that no
one could have guessed by looking at it that it was the
hair of a lady. This sudden tug suddenly undid her
looks and it required very little imagination for the
gangsters to realise that their captive. was & woman in
disguite. '

*““Who are you ? ” asked the Boss in a threatening
tone, “‘ and why and how have you come here 2’

Kamala did not reply, Silently she was gazing at
the giound,

The Boss shook her wolently and repeated his
Questxon. Still she maintained her silence, -

T If was uunuaamy who supphed the answer. ‘I

'.know who she is, Boss, he said. ** She is the murderer

Ragavan’s wife, She had obvuously shadowed me to

;thls placa.A S

The Boss at once became very angry. * You fool,

" you 'allo'we’d_ yourseif to be shadowed by a woman ! Did

2 \ 9

you not observe the. usual precautions before coming
kere 77 ‘

“ I did, Boss,” replied Munusamy, *‘ and it beats
me how she managed it.” : .
At this the Boss flared up. * You fool !” he said
in a voice, which, though low, was threatening encugh
and made Munusamy shiver in fear, "‘you have
almost betrayed us ! If you had allowed an ordinary
woman to follow you without difficulty, I wo der how
you could have duped Police spies. I am sure you are
being watched and that someone elss othar than ‘this
wretched woman would have tome after you and spot-
ted this lair of ours.”

Then suddenly he turned to the armed sectry who
was guarding Rajambal, * Leave her,” he said, *‘ catch
hold of that fellow and give him the work antil he
croaks,” ‘

Munusamy at orce became galvanized into action.

“Obviously he was afraid of the Boss and of the tortures

that would be inflicted on him. At once he tried to
make a dash for freedom. '
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But the sentry was too}qmc'k for hmx. He caught
5hold of himin a vice-like gip and metholically began to

“tie him toa pillar with a father rope which had seve-
“ral protrudmg thongs. Maunusamy struggled hard to es=

'{cape, in vain.  Meanwhile at a sigpal from the Boss
- about ha‘.f-n dozen men sprang from nowhere,’ and
Thelped the sentry tie up the qumlmg Munusamy.,

** Spare me, Boss. spare me only once.

: crossmg your steps * he pleaded.

The Boss only sneered in reply. But life is sweet.

“and Munusamy made another frantic’ appeal. Boss,
;f:' what ‘wrong have I done ? Havel not always obeyed
you and carried out- your instructions to ‘the very Ietter?
7~Remember 1 have a pregmnt w1fe to support. he
pleaded. Sew RS e T R '

- But h:s plead:ngs fell on deaf ears.:

“The Bos

POO! Munusamy the works.

. tied vwas in reahty a hollow ‘one'and the. thong-hke “afe

I will run
away and hve in some remote country thhout evet )

seemed mcomgxble and his satelhtes proceeded to nge e

to attnch the free end of the thong to a bonlet e.nd op-.;

‘. 5—:-8-35

ammal. He seemed to have forgotten all about Kamnla
for the time being. . . .. -

Kamala could not bear the slght. She wanted to

run away not only out of sight of that wretched scens.

of torture, but also from the foul den, if only she could,
_ But one of the new arrivals had taken on himself the
duty of standing guard over ber and she -realised that
“even if she managed to run away from .that hall, she
would not be allowed to make good her escape. She
carsed herself for having foolishly entered that den of
“crime and iniquity. She should have come armed, or

~ should have entered the house with some strong male ‘
help. But she had not hoped to come across such ruffians.

‘In fact she would never have believed that such criminal
practlces are being camed onin the heart of a big city .

hke Madras had she not ’ seen ‘them herself. She had
beheved hll then that such gangs "existed ounly in the
nnagmatxon of four-penny-thnller—wnters. L

" But at the same time it mast be said that she was

- pever bave Werheard the truth about the  murder of

’ tachments were sets wlth holw.One of the men pmc“ded ’ Ra;ambal She could never have found the real murderer. ‘
Now she could inform the pohce and set up the machi-

o also glad*glad that she had chanced upon the . _criminal
i orgamsatnon. Had she not taken such a risk, she could

nery of law, She oould easily set free ber busbaud. vnth- ,_

out his name bemg marred by any aocusatlon. s
* Yes, she could save her husband now. But would

n ember e

- ape—that was certain, But what would they ‘do to
er 7. Kamala feared the' worst. “When they did not
esitate to rder their servants, they would not show
er an mercy. 'iThey would nbt hesxtate to do aw:y%

sheﬂget the chance to do ‘that ? Would the ruffians al-k_.
low ‘het to'go gWay scot free ? Certamly not. The'
ev’she possessed was enough to send every[f
er to the ga.llows ot to the Andamans. I

he were ballowed togo away, theu' orga.msatlon wou!dg 3
: .. No, they would not allow her to(]

5.8-35

. and awaited developments,

: g‘rew more and more
- wiously bent on making an entry, Then there was a
~ few minutes’ pause.

“itopen.”
. visitors began to attack the door with axes and the Boss
- heard the noise of axes hacking the door.

' Meanwhile the torture on Munusamy continued.
The ruffians did pot seem to realise that they were
punishing their own ' colleague and comrade.  They
seemed utterly callous. That mades Kamala realise
that they were afraid of the boss and that implicit obe-:
dience was always enforced on the members of the
gang. Munusamy was being tortured to death for not

" having obeyed instructions.And if they also failed to obey

orders, well, a similar fate would overtake them. And
they were afraid—not of death, in fact they courted
Death and imprisonment every moment of their life—
but of the slow and painful torture that always pre-
ceded it.

Munusamy was reaching the stage when further
tortures would mean death to him—when, suddenly
some one knocked at the front door. The caller seemed
impatient; for he knocked furiously and incessantly. The
Boss and the members of the gang realised that it was
some stranger. The very manner in-which he knocked
at the door conveyed that information. Who could

that be ? And why did he choose that unearthly hour

; i
i

for calling ?

The gangsters paused in their grave work of torture
" Suddenly the Boss ordered,
all in a Jow but stern’'voice, to clear out of the hall,
** Take away that wretch as well as that wench and
keep guard over them in the den,”” be commanded. ‘I
think we bave been betrayed.”

The gangsters did not' wait for a second i:ommand.
They seemed quite eager to get away from barm’s way
and if possible from that houss of crimes.
them carried unconscious Munusamy whils a third
dragged Kamala roaghly with him. All except the

. Boss were soon out of the hall.

Meanwhile the bangmg on the door continsed. It
insistent.

And in the silence the Boss heard
some one bawl out * ** Open the door or we will break
And when the door still remained shut the

The Boss realised who the visitors were, They

- were obviously policemen and that meant someone kad
betrayed theirgang. There were two
‘_open to bim. Hecoald either fly away and make good
< his escape by the secret exit from the dungeons or he

courses . now

Two of

The caller was ob-.

THE TATLER OF INDIA

could face the police = and blut’f them, The Bos thougbt
for a minute. If he dew away with the other mem-
bers of the gang, he and his men would be forced to
remain fugitives all their life-time. The informer,
whoever he was, mizht have revealed their ideaiities as
well.. The suspicion of the Police would be aroused
and they wuuld cast their nets widely. The bast course
out of this difficulty would be to face the police boldly
and carry the day by sheer bluff,

The Boss was no coward and he decided upnn this
latter course. Quickly he lowered the wick of the
bright light and with a small bed room light in his
hand went to the door and opened it. He had the ap-
pearance of one who had risen out of his bed just then
and behaved like an angry householder who had been
disturbed'in his sound and well-earned sleep.

The Police were still trying to break open the
front door when the bolt shot back and the door was

BOOKS ON SEX HEALTH & HAPPINESS

1. Married Sex Life—A Guide for the Wife.—A com-
plete manual of invaluable and indispensable advice to young
brides. As. 12,

2. Married Sex Life—A Guide for the Husband. A
valuable book of jnstruction, sympathy and kindly candour for
young husbands, As 8.

3. Contraceptwn—(nlustrated) A practical guide dis-
cussing the way of Birth Control. The book bas been primarily
written for the layman., As. 10.

new ideas about the sex life of youngmen. It can be safely pla-
ced in the hands of pareats. teachers and sexologists. As. 8.
5. Sexual Scivnce Secrats—(Illustrated). Fair and jm-
partial. It deals fully with the hidden side of sexual sci-
ence. As, 8
6. Lost Manhood Regained—This book deals ju an

tical suggestions are given to build up virility. As. 6.

7. Venereal Diseases and their Home Treatment —Sim-
ple talks on venereal diseases—the best doctor in the world—
you don’t have to visit him for he is in your home, As, 10.

ple and natural means to regain Perfect Health,
9. Male Sex Problcms— Youth and Manhood (Necessary

for all serior stulents of sociology), In this wonderful, prac-

tical new book, the plain facts of { ife are told clearly. As. 12,
1? . stmzzle Sex Problens —A book  that

reveals life’s secrets in the simplest terms ssibl T

of this book is to ground women in the facts gc[: sexe. t;ea a;tzn'

As. 10,

optimistic and coaostructive book, being written exclusively in
affirmative or coustructive words. As 12

Hair Destroyer Powder
(MADE IN GERMANY)
Ends all unwanted hair in 5 minutes without trouble mess,

or bother, Leaves the skin soft and smooth without trace of ugly
stublle sweetly scented and pleasant to use. Price Per

Tin Rs. 0-8-0.
Postage Rs, 0-4.0 extra

VAMAN & Co.,

4. The Truth about Masturbation.—A book which gives }

authoritative way with the causes of sexual debility and prac- |

8. How to Keep Good Health — An exposition of the sim- |

modestly |

11. Secrets of Long Life—The book is easily the most ‘

!, Elephant Gate St., Sowcarget,
MADRAS.
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:v" ahrown a)ar by the Boss. K Who the devxl are’ you and' :

what the bell do you mean by dlsturbmg me in  my

g s!eep ? I will call the Police and hmd you all’ “over il
you don’t d;sappear in one minute. - If you have busr—"
* “ness with me come during business hours and not at

" this tlme of the night,” he bawled out, and as if to_add
weight 10 his words began to look at the seconds hand of
¢ \lns wrist watch to note when the rmnute s grace ‘he
- bad allowed expired. '

i  Bat th‘mtruders were obvrously not afrard of the

Pohce.- They walked in—about half-a-dozen stalwart :
n‘eL--and one who appeared to be the leader saluted

‘ :hrm and said, "/ * We have information that a wanted
- man is retnmed forcibly here by the Pohce. We have
- ‘rome to search the premrses

- Whotbe hell are you ?” snapped the Boss.; P

neé here forc:bly. I don't know 1f there are

theu: duﬁes. Bnt, rf you don t mrnd

: I am Mr. Saranadan of the C 1. Department ”.
1ed the‘other coolly and turmng to hrs men sald .

] You are .
i :eh r : he said. And yon say that a wanted,

No one has cnlled on me to- .

volver in hrs pocket and that he never removed hrs -
right hand from that pocket. Aud rt meaut that the"

Inspector suspected hlm. o

5835

- Though he pretended to go to sleep the Boss was .
. womed He did not know who had given mforma

* tion to the Police and what ha had told .them. He was

also pot sure wnether his men had taken the warning

and made good their escape by the secret exrt from the

‘ dungeons. I f they had, what had they done to Munu-

samy and the woman prisoner 2 He mshed that his
men had been mtelhgent enough to remove them also.

~Butin his heart of hearts he feared they would rot .

_ bave done so.

I Munusamy ~hsd been lcft ba(k in the
dungeous he would remain there itself.” He would not
be able to make gocd his escape. = After the tortures be
would be a physical lwreck on the verge of death. And
if by any (tmschance ‘he bad the power of speech left in
" him be would at once tell the Pblice everything - and a.
-dying man's statements are always | con‘ndered to be
true in the eyes of Law : (;'

Yes, hxs posmon was beset vnth danger and he

in- trouble The ‘Boss, - mspxte of lns astuteness . had.

faced the Pol‘ce.y _The Boss felt sorry he had not run

: aWay along w:th hrs men, when the coast “was clear
‘But what to do now 2. He must !eave tbmgs to chance
. and cnrcumstances. v :

And slowly he took 2 revolver that he always kept

: mrxst try to grve the Polrce the slip.” How corld he do )
that, ecpecmlly when the Incpector was watchmg him
‘,‘.i with a revo]ver xn hls hand ? Every crook, even if he
be the cleverest cornmrts one mrstake wbrch lands him
etl;er th& pohce bave n nght f"

commuted a gn.ve fol]y when he remained behind . and

E

E

tered and between every two of them was one -of his
men, hand.cuffed ! Behind them four officers catried an
unconscious person. The Boss realised that the game
was up. He knew for certainty that he would .be sen-

" tenced to be hanged if he remained alive. The Police

would certainly place him under arrest and then either
his men or Munusamy would squeal—the  latter if he
continued to live. Even if all his men remained faith-
ful the Police would have no difficulty in finding out
about his criminal organisation and the dastardly crimes
for which it had been responsible.

Yes, it was certain that he would be forced to end
his days on the gallows. He must somehow cheat Law
and suddenly be resolved to do it. The next moment
there was a loud report. Inspector Saranadan rushed
to the bed where the Boss pretended to be asleep—
orﬂ‘y to witness the last wriggligs of a dying man. The

_ Boss was dead. Be had shot himself and cheated

Law. 7 ’
CONCLUD[N G CHAPTER.

Maunpusamy had had the worst form of torture- He
J¥mew his end was near and in his dying declaration said
that he was the real murderer of Rajambal and that he
bad to kill her as commanded by the Boss. In fact he

- had entered ber services only with the object of mur-

dering her and robbing ber of her iil.gotten  wealth.

. He also admitted to the commission of several other

ansolved murders and on investigation the Police were
able to vnearth several corpses—all of them the bodies
of professional women who bad been lured to their
tragic ends by the Boss and his men,

The Boss, the police found out on investization,

' was really Rajambal’s busband. He had loved Rajam-

bal so much that her desertion at once unhinged his
mind and he had resolved on the wholesale destruction
of all professional women. His_ultimate object had
been the murder of Rajambal and in order to avoid his
gangsters re alising his ultenor object, he had committed
other murders. : )

» Tbe_ gangsters realised that _everything was
gp with them and each of them . volun-
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teered to turn an infermer in the hope that
it might get for them a more lenient punishment—
and the Police had really a hard job to select a
worth while approver. Most of the gangsters were
given life-sentences

- The Police were able to find out the head-nuarters
of the gang because of Munusamy's wife.,” Knowing
quite well that he had transgressed the laws of the club,
and afraid of the consequences, he had left a note to
the Police informing them of the gangsters’ stronghold
as well as the secret exit., He had asked his wife to
give it to the Police if he did not return within a coup e
of hours. And his wife did that—ihereky coming to
the timely rescue, not of her husband but of Kamala.
Of course you might ask why Munusamy, afraid though
he was of the reception he would get from the Boss
went there voluntarily. It was because he knew quite
well that if he did not go there, he would be either
dragged tothat placeand tortured or murdered in
broad daylight. He knew quite well that his life would
not be worth - a pinif he did not meet the Boss—even
though he might be uader police protection. While
death was certain if he avoided the Bosss there was a
chance that he might be pardcned his transgression, It
was this bope that had induced him to court danger—to
literally walk into the jaws of death.

Needless to write that the lesson he had learnt had
been sufficient to Ragavanand that he turned a new
leaf. Hebegan to dote on his Kamala and remained
true to her ever after,

By the bye, I just now Lear that Inspector Saranadan

" has received by to day's post an invitation from Ragavan

who solicits the pleasure arnd honour of his presence on

the occasion of the marriage of his daughter Sowbagya-

vathi Lalitha Devi with Sivapjivi Sowmyanathan B.A.,

son of Mr. Krishnasamy Iyspgar, Tahsildar of Kattu
Palayam.

All the characters in this story as well as

the plot are entirely fictitious and have no

reference to amny living person or incident
. a.nd is not meant to disparage anybody.

BEST INDIAH
PAIN BALM
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e About oneth:rty on a nasty, drnzzly Sunday morn. So they rimst be siill there! - Bu: there was nothing-
) mg a slxght little” woman was hurrying home along a: for it. . She must pass lt‘ R B
Tti&ﬂed Sil’eet in the East End of Loodon. "o Impelled by some force stronger thau herself,’ she-
: T he hne. 1sty tam beat cn her face, so that she - looked straight into the aliey as she came level with the-
kept her head lowered. Her coat'-a thin, worn - coat "opening. It needed nb more than the hazy Tight, reflec.
twhose chief attractlon when she had acqmred it five  ted throogh the mist” from a lamp on the * other side of’
, exrs ago had been its uncommon beart-shaped bnttons ‘the street, to show ber ‘the ﬁercely' struggling figures-
as soaked through 80 thnt xt clung to ber hmbs and _close to her, The policeman was holding the other from
: , _ behmd and trymg to pin hls arms behind his back.: The -
_ other was violently xesnstmg and atruggllnc to. free him.

self from the grasp. . . ' -

Bot she forged on as fust as she could in spxte of 1tf
G"JS to get throngh what was at best a temfymg]y

And there was somethmg else he was’ trymg to do,ﬂ
: wh:ch the constable could not see. - TR S

“Ev‘But the httle woman could see; for the man’s nght
sxde was tnrned to her. He was trymg to draw a mur--
derou&lookmg kmfe out of hxs pocket ! "

" .r’a.mc dnves people in strange ways. Havmg come
now npon a real danger, tbe lxttle woman"s desire to ron-
bhndly gave way to an msane 1mpulse for action- and
hardly had she taken in” the sttuanon before sh- hac&
ﬁung hetself at the man s nght arm.

»,The uddmoml opposmon came asa shock. The
man splﬁttered some mcoherent oath, but - renewed his. ¢
eﬁ'orts. Her tmy hands would not go half way round his
: Nka foream]l. but she found heréel‘ clmgmg like &

g

~Copper, I got ’im!

,—5—‘8—-35

~ But her grasp was loosening. She couldn’t hang

.on much longer. Her bands were numbed with cold’

and there was po strength inthem. The man’s arm
moved upward, There was the sound of repdmg cloth
“Then the flash of glittering steel !

- The knife had cut its way out of his pocket and was
free | - At the same moment inspiration came to her.

- 'With a dart like an angry swap, she shot her head

. downwards, missing the point of the knife by a fraction

-of an inch, and cavght the man’s wrist between her
-teeth, Her small jaws werestretched to their limit to
get a grip, but she had aimed well, She felt the fleshiest

part between her teeth, and even in her terror it gave-

her a wonderful feeling of power.

The man uttered a yelp of pain, and for an instant
relaxed. At once he redoubled his streggles. But the
~instant had given the policeman a chance. ,
After that the man grew frantic. He- put all is
weightinto heaving his whole body from side to side
~efforts to throw her off his burning, agonised wrist, but
~she hung on like a dog to a bone.

At last, when she felt her last ounce of strength had
.given way, she heard of footsteps behind.

A groan louder than before came from the captive,

.and she felt the blade pressed against her.
 Then a colossal weight charged into ths fray from
behind. A gruff, good-humoured voice cried, ** All right

" The constabls snapped handcuffs on the man's left

. wrist and reached for the other. The man sharply

“withdrew it,

‘The large, joviallooking civillian, who had just .
_.arrived, looked at it and whistled,

*“ Better leave ’em off,” he advised the constable.
** I'll come along with yer.”! '
*‘ All right,” allowed the constable, ‘I don’t need

-tobother you. He won': give any trouble. But I'll
trouble you for your name and address.”

“ Certainly. I'm James _Mudford, _dustman, 1b,

‘Berwick Street.”

“ Thanks,” said the ‘policeman, wntmg it down,
And Pm afrald I must troable the lady,——"

= But the little woman had gone !

“- . The trial of Bart Cobbler on charges of * burglary
and attempted murder was an unusual one, because
one of the principal witnesses could not be found.
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Without her, the attempted murder charge broke
down, but as an old cffender Cobbler was sent to penal
servitude for five years for burglary.

- Even the shrieking headlines of the daily Press, wha
made a heroine of her, failed to induce the little woman
into the open.

They all published deccriptions of her jaws, as
gleaned from the tooth.marks on Cobbler’s arm. They
were apparently of unusual shape, very narrow and
pointed, rather like a rabbit’s, with a tooth missing from
the right front of the upper jaw and acother from the
left front of the lower.

But there was ore clue that they never discovered.
Only James Mudford, tle dustman, knew about that,
and he told nobody. It was a heatt-shaneé¢ button that
had come away in his hand in the scuffle.

It was by one of those strange coincidences that one
reads about, but seldom meets, that he actually foand
her, |

He was doing his usual morning round of eémptying
dust-bins, and had reached the row of tiny cottages
known as Loveday Place. The binoutside number 47
had a hole in the bottom of it, and some of the contents
had exuded through it. So that after Mudford had
emptied the bin Le found a small heapof ashes on the
pavement,

Being a man of 1idy ha%'ts, he i3k Lis shvel 3
scoop them up, and it wasthea thit he spottad the
heart shaped button. Withcout Lesitaling, he knocked at
the door of number 47.

It was a covunle of ming'es befsee it was opensd.
Then a timid Iooking little woman of about forty peered
rervously at him,

*'Scuse me, ma,” said Mudford jovially. *‘ Can
1’ave a word with you?”

* What—what do you wanti” she asked with a
frightered little smile.

‘It was what- Mudford had hoped for. The smile
showed her slightly protruding teeth, withone missing
from the right front of the narrow cpper jaw, and one
from the left front of the iower one.

He produced the button.

*“If you’re throwin’ this away ‘cos you've lost.
one o’ the set,”” he grinned, *‘ I'd take it backifl was.
you. I’appens to ’ave the missin’ one.*’

The little woman went very pale,

“Don’t worry,” ke said gently. *‘Iaia’t goirn’ to
give ¥cu away. 1 wasoniy sort of interestea at you
shovin ' off like that without a word. ”
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v I——I——dndn t- want lot of fuss. stammered the ‘

“_ little woman. , e s

Dxdn t you kaow they wa.nted you to gwe evxdence FA
"~ The, woman eoloured sxghtly. ; l suppose l ought

. ardly fair after the Lord let me stop ’im comrmttm

- you "ill get & reward, most" likely. ”* % g

,f }he people was to see me. tbe d know I wacnrt o

aws bow strong emotxons produee
; Fear dnes up the month‘ ‘inakes -

‘to *ave done that v she sa:d ** But lt —it didn’t seem/' .

: ‘¢ maurder, and me bitin °. the Life out of 'im, . D:d it?” -

: “Then why don‘t you show up now lt s nll over ?
- 'Why everyone 's callin’ you & nnknown erome. And ,

*troubles.:’

marvenous way cnred the symptoms of those dnsorders

erome —-—they'd know I was frghtened out o’ me wits
all the time."’: She reached out and caught Mudford’s
enormous hand in hers. Here, promise you wont

_ §aY nothmg. Please prormse. 1 mean |t."

. *All right, [ promise, " he said, and went on his way.

.. At number 54 an- a.cqua.mtance was scrubbmg her
doorstep. - Mudford passed the time o( day.
' “By the way, " he asked, Whos tlnt nice

'httle Jady- at forty seven Al

* Forty-seven ?" repeated the’ woman, K Why,

“No, thank you. °f dmtwant no rew:rd. *’And .:"t.hatsthat poor little Krs. Cohbler, "Usban's dom

txme. as usual” Tned to stab a copper !’

Everybody f Weeldy.

. 9-..—'—-' :
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The cure of leser 1113 wh:ch are due to wbat are
tetmed *nervous ° or " neurotic’ - causes are com- -
5

zmonly ‘enough brought about . throngh . the . removal ! ;

" of some mental burden of which the mdmdua! may or

: may not be consciously aware, " -
“ .: A man who bad swindled bis brother came to lns :
J doctor for loss of appetite, indigestion and - debility. The
;‘medxcal man discovered the - mental reason, and’ by !

makmg hxm repay hls hrotber, cnred him of hrs bodﬂy

“+. The sttess of sudden great. “emotion has ofter ina

man attempted to lnss her.

Lk

7 On one occasxon, when left on.
She jumped

7
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Tbe worl.d offers its treasures of money, power and posities &=
. -the person whd has at bis service an-over-flowing treasury of
*choicest words. ¥ It is the magic of words that creates influence

... duals’ and nations, Men and women who are elevated and
- nationally known in business, social - and polmca.l life, weat
*up the ladder of saccess by studying and mcraasmg thex
: knowledge of words,

‘BE A MASTER OF WORDS

- command over words to be successful, There are’ right words
for every occasion. Learn to weave them into proper

-and you make advancement more certain and rapid. Mastery .
of English words will bring “you to the forefront whereas lack -
of "it will ' be a drag on your upward climb. You need good
‘English in every relation “of your- life and it ‘will help you,
“as no cther single thing mn. to reuch tbe goa! of yous des:res
- snd achieve success.

STUDY THE KLEISER L‘ﬂﬂ_RSE

£« J¢. Will_enable you io —
“Enl nrgc Your.Stock of Words; = - .
Use the Right Word in the Right m;‘;@;

Develop Originality of Expression ; -

;- Articles, Advertuements, Speeches, Memorials, etes
Increase Your Power of. Speech and Persuasions - -
/Be Popular in - Socuty nnd s Centre of Cnlhce, Powet
. 'd.lnﬂunce: el :

Earn” More  Money, Get Be!ter Pouuon 1an‘l Achen
GrenterSuceeu. S St R

senc all partmlars of the klcxser
orrespondence:Coutse . for attainiog Mastery of
nglish, © Enclosed- two

"Whatever your - vocation . or cccupation . you - must bave x -

~and that amazing power which affects the destinies of indivi-. .

Write - Tactful  and = Forceful Letters, émyi.. Starin, -

%Wwwwww”\/_@mwwwwwv PPN AN AN S AN
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g][s Your Disease Incurable °9§

é (Cme Guammee@i in ‘incurable’ Cases

A v

Money Refunded in Case o Failure

4

Correspondence Sirictly Confidential

Treatment by Post—A Epeciality
Consult :— Vaidyabhukaihy : )

Dr. Kotah Jayaram Naldu,

Phy+ician in chargs

DR. KOTAH's M. S. MEDICAL HALL,
146, BROADWAY, MADRAS.
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GOVIND’S

FAMILY MEDICINE CHEST

A invaluable Rox for every Family.

~;.‘Contain:?> the following unique

Medicines. |
1. Kasthari Pills 6. Purgative Pills
© 3. Mantha Ennai 7. Headache Cure
2. Gorejan Pills 8. Netra Thailam |
4, Cough Pills 9. Kdrnaroga. ‘Thailam
5. Fever Pilis 10. Bala Sanjeevi Pills

-
-

Price per hox complete Rs. 5] only

GOVlND & Co.,

75, Ramasawmy Street

G. T,, MADRAS.
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PUZZLES MADE EASY

¢

(Contmued from page 8)

‘ crowds shout at bim. But lf we are to prefer this to
the ot!xer solution there should have been two ATS in
the clue. Inits absence, PASSES seems the better to
select. ‘

’21. The longer ons ¢sn keep this the better,

POST—Well, ths longer one can keep his post,
the betier it is for him as well as to those who have
- entrusted him the daty of guarding the post. .

PORT—among several other meanings also is
: apphed to wine brewed at Oporto in Portugal. Thls

'; wine ie famous  for its quality apd it is brewed by -

" being kept buried in earthern pots in mud for decades,
‘ »The longer one can keep Port, the better it will ba. )
Out of thess two scluhons to select one it is very
b dxfﬁcult They both appeal to me equally well, though
~ the probability is tkat PORT stands a better chance of
bemg the compiler’s solution, -~ .- -
e 23. x;.ny nga their fmgert to do tlu:

: BECKON~or make sigu and attract attention of '
. some one, Manydothxs and so this _seems & good,

solutxon,

~ to me so mach, |l
" 25. ‘He is often out nf hu depth

,D}NER.*A dmer, tspecmny if hc be one notl
avcrset_to dnnks often ﬁnds lnmself ont of hxs depth

E RECKON Cdcnlate. Vety few people use theu- ! investigated.

ﬁngersto ulculate.: Therefote thxs does -mot appealn,

12. FOLD, Food, 14. SHORN, Short, 18. Bet,
Hew, Sew, MEW, (Net), Ret,)Raw, (Wet). Set, Tew,
20. Oboe, 22. Ails, 25. OPUS, Opes. 26, BITES.
Bitts, 27. Trips, 28. HEAT, Seat, (Rest, Pest) 31
AWE, Ale, Age, Art, 32. Sir.
5. This is sharp.
DART: Arrow.
TART : Sharp or sour to the taste.
WART: A small hard excrescence on the skin.
Of these solutions DART is very good, bat it will be
easily hit by the competitors whereas TART which
means sharp is more direct and less well known. You
may select exther of these solutions. The third - WART
need not be given much value.
.- - 8. Temper son;ptlmes mak,él & person.

o HIT is the better solution here. Whenever & man’

- loses his temper he is sure to become HOT whereas the

inclusion of the word * sometimes * conveys some doubt.

Whereas all persons do not hit when - they lose their
“temper, all dobecome hot. . - -

. 9, Continnous stunge nouel iu tlus shonld be

CkR-—*When a car or in fact any motor or engme
makes strange noises and that ‘continuously, you must

. investigate the cause for that noise as otherwise there
jﬂmay be a breakdowu or acc:dent.

BAR-——\Vhen there is some strange no'se m the

is - Ear ‘then 1t means somethmg is wrong with the tympa~

S ?v".num and you " must investigate the cause. But vhea

" stlecting this solution - you myst consider whether you
a::;f fnvestigate the * noise in the Ear ot the - doctor does it.
- Though the clue is not clear, it seems to ‘suggest that only

the pat:ent shmxld mvestxgate- Further. Doctorsdo not
nv&stlgate-——they ‘examine nnd thc ear’ whwh ‘hears

- strangs noises - oontmuously ‘should be enmmed byu
Doctot and not»mvostxgmd. g -

ks

¢ strange noxses ’only when thcréssomc-

-thing untoward or som3 encmy  is close by Tt
that tl e master shou'd at once proceed to investi gate
the cause,

. The best solution seems to be CAR.

THE TATLER OF INDIA

\\ \Tl LE——To tell a good tile is to say whether a tile

—r gr«d one oot To tell is to And out.._ Ths iz a

better sCivws e

TII.’I‘——The atgu:.“;‘* rut forth agamsx‘l.? SC*CC'

17. Average young man’s ambiticn is to make, tion of TALE applies. he"eas S .

4his guick a5. D % . fron £ elw
MAKE GOOD: to maintain, to justify, to faldl, ance’d knackles often fe T
RAG: Anything worn or .ora out E T

Young men of course are anxious to justify their actions
or fulfil the bepes that they have raised.in others.
They try their utmos: to fulfil pronji'ses made as they
.are still young and are not given to corruption.

But they are more amtitious t» make GOLD or
-money as quickly as possible espécial}y in these days
when every walk of life is so mach crowded. Though I

. -would prefer GOLD you must”rremember that an errot

m this item will count as tw,«error: and as such iry to

be on the safe side. ;
21. Nervous childi is distressingly prone 12

TEARS: When ashlld is nervous it cries and
cries so that the mu;r, ¢ finds it very difficulc to
- scothen it.

FEARS*‘BU_{IJG use of the word distressingly
makes us think that FEARS is a mors appropriate
word. The child’s fears distress the parents, whereas
tears only irriiate them.

Prefer TEARS please,’

23. Some hava achieved independence throues.

WINS : We hear of persons who become indsen-

_dent because of their earpingsin lotteries and faces.

Since their profits are always considerable thes easily

become icdepe: dent. This is the best solution nd fits in
well with the solution Down. ‘

WITS. Several persons who use thet wits do not
become independent, in spite of all tteir cleverness and
intelligence. “This seems to me to be nsxt inimportance

~to Wins, B
_TINS: Morey in slang, B:tthe slang word is
. seldom used as a plural and tterefore this may be
omitted.
\ 33 A maau is oﬂ;en this when he is down,

. CUT--2 man dJown ard outis oftsn cut'by all,
both by friends and relatiws.

LET~— Permitted or allowed to remam dowa,

" The more approprate word is CUT, -

34. - M ost baildiaz contractors can tsll a good

. one, . . ) .
TALE-~Seveal tuilding contractors cannot tell a
_good story andf dou’t see how the building contrac-

7. tor is specially cualified to narrate a good story.

21

RAP: A knock, a shaty blow i

RAT: A rodor anyt'ing used to p oq*.'he hair
which is tarped over it. +

RAW : An invet.rate scre.

RAY: Array. ‘

This cluz as well as the solutims that atelikely
donot appeal tome, lam ndt se which to . efer
out of these But RAT seems the best - andR r
next best. :
DOWN,

1. #hikari prefers easy cnes.

s IOTS: The shikari jrefers easy shots or wants
to k1l wild aniswmis £asily. \‘

+ SPOTS: 14z aot unden stand how spots can be
easy—unless sp ot: may be takeu to mean the leopardin
which case eas; rpots mean léopards wkich can be
kilied easily. .

I think SHOTS isa better solution.

4, Some boxers do this in thering.
. SWAGGER- Several boxers brag about their skill
and ability in the ring.

But only those who have faced badly S'EAL:GER.

The solution with the better appeal is Swagzer.

12. Stray lamb sometimes seeks in vain,

FOOD: A stray lamb seldom gets food and seeks
for it in vain—if food means only thzze g8 ~ by the
shepherd. But lambs eat grass and grass grows ary.
where so that a stray = 1.5 need not seek grass in vain.
They can get their food, whether they are stray ones
or whether they b. with the rest of the flock,

And because of this I would prefer FOLD, Lambs
stray away only in the evenings when they had grazed
the whols day and ars eager to go back to their folds
to spend the night in peace.

But even though you may select FOOD remember
that an error in this item will count as two and try your
utmost to avoid an error in this particular.
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14, Tucome tax payor often,.jgﬂ/

7 S:‘QRN @H‘o{;;tds incometax as an
s l}}l“ﬁtf(’ and avoid paying it as long as possibles They
“feel tht they are being shorn of their earnings.

SBO!‘,T But very few incometax payers feel
short, Incumetax is a tax unposed on the rich or those
- awho hae mtde much moey and who ‘therefcre need

not feel 2 -

The ette: solution is Sh{)RN

- 18. lathw difficult to &

BET. Beting is certainly tfficult—as 'is evident
from thi large numer of losers. Bit the word rather
which neans someihat implies that tie work we select
shout‘be somewhatiifficult.

“HEW . Cut. C. tting wood is dxfﬁcm Therefore
’1-.: seems good and g«es well with the solutisy across.

B

o SE\,’Y This is S)mewhat dxﬁicxﬂ and ® 5 a good
- fgblut:on. . v

- MEW : Fathers whz ‘have to rock their babs to

o sleep and who have to mex in order to put fear i in tiem
7‘;: how quite. Well that this s the best solution. - )

A ) ly with a net is not very  hard whereas it is dificult to
“met or entrap persons.j Thxs solutxon does not nppeal
‘to me much. - ; "

where water xs scarce is difficult. - But this so! uuon is
fetched and ’has been mchxded ;u=t to cover au

Y -

NET To catch ir. a net, Catching ﬁsb especnaL

WET,; To wet thmgs, ‘ ecpecxally in- deserts

‘. 1 Wﬂl PUbllShthem in the next 1ssue to be ou on Z0th H
: "gva“Ellst. in cas- the closmg date of this cornpetxtlon 9
o makes it idVlS'-bh or worth while to do sa—{Editor)

e © 5—8—35
36. Bharks take big ones, ~

BITES. Sharks, when they bite, do take in
large quantities and as such this is a good solutior.

. BITTS. A frame on the forepartof a ship round

which the cable are passed when the vessel rides at
anchor. Sharks are big fish’and they do attack ships

_and carry away BITTS

Yet BITES seems more appropriate. ’

28, When Lus or railway compartment iw
erowded thiz becomes nncomfortable.

Persons who have travelled third class in some
of the trains in !ndia know quite well that tha - HEAT
becomes quite uncomfortable when the compartment is
crowdsd—more than the SEAT.

‘27, This clue is éap;ble of an alternative solu- .-

tion though I have not been able to hit it. "In case f
find a bet‘er solution or even an alternative one, 1 will

- make of mention it it the rextissue whlch will be out

on the 20th August.

31 Many ‘have lost their heads th ough this.

" The possible alternatives are AWE, ALE, AGE,
and ART. Of these AWE seems the  best as. several
" persops lose their power of reasoning becauqe of great
far. ALE and AGE of course make some lose their

- heids, but they are only a negligible few. I think that

the ixst three solutions goin, in the order given,

(l iid not have suﬁiclent time to  scrutinise thls

: puzzle Cﬁfefnlly enough though 1 have done the best =

ICO“ld Incase I hiton better solutxons or selecnons, ‘

k'Y
Y
B
1
=
5
§
5
3
3
K3
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A Sgre Cure for Sterility
Garbha Sanjeevi Ol

An instantaneous curz for wom:z s

P

JreBibmegripa-agy |
Pommabemives-tvt

cvlireing from pain in the lower part of the bowels, pain in
the waist, and painful menstrual discharge.r\ ceriain cure for women ailing frera Amenorrhoea, Disme-
norrhcea, leucorrhoea, STERILITY, pelvic tumours, displaced uterus, palpitation of neart, lumbago,
neuralgias anemia, This Tonic, spzcially prepared for suffering womanhood, is a sure remedy for
6 kinds of sterility pertaining to women. Itkills the germs that prevent womeato attain pregnancy.
This Tonic ensives a stronz and healthy child.
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4 . GET |
! Rs. 200 for 2 Annas'
Easy to Solva . In  Hasier to W’m

Novel stsxng Letter Competition No. 7 -
| ~ Closing | :Da.te

20835

Entry ‘.E'ee

As Per Entry |
| | Flrst Prlze Rs. 100'

Maxxmum No. of Entrles Rs 50

rsecond Tnze Bs 50

WORDS CLUFS
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— Ylelds to another s authomv
L EFERS To m011

lmie | BE L
o , L w

e T\VEE —-. v To lament

P e Somethmg very small’
“To punish - :

- Softer -

~Benches - : e o
It often makes you stxff R S

[

. oy rcn 1S aynble wi
Afio?poofsﬁg 2;;?;?2%& thlgzst pRe-:uIts in fxs days d\r;‘c: ’;ochrIr{spetxtogs ::;hc: ;:c}zs;
c to the jssue
extra for the result sheet, - Others may relex in.the first

final, legally binding and is an expr

The Jecision of the management is  condition
first prize to the senders of the all correct solution and the second to those: 1. b

"of ties prizes w

ﬂ: each entry—-eitber by MO or postal

gfantg Th&

ilt be divided Unnecessary correspondence wxll be avoldedé DI
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“Come quickly, my wife has turned on the gas,”
_ then the sound of a fall. This is what a New York
_ telephone operator heard when the wife on an English

actor committed suicide recently, and the husband just.

managed to reach the ’phone before being overcome
by fumes.

Mors often than not tke first notice the outside
world receives of a crime or accident is over the tele-

THE TATLER OF INDI‘\

Telephoni.

traught lover to his sweetheart over the ’phone. Has-
tily she put down the receiver, cutting him off, then
rang up the police. They managed to reach the young
man while he was still trying to get through for his
telephore suicide. ‘

Often operators are the first to hear of accidents,
rather than those more nearly concerned. The woman
killed in a recent Oxford shooting case was found with

‘phone. Not long ago a doctor had a mysterious call,

asking him to go as soon as
possible to the Fox and
-Grapes Inn at Preston,
where, on arrival, he’ found
‘the landlady dead. There
‘was no telephone at the inn,
and the nearest call-box was
several hundred yards
away. Did the woman take
poison, repent, drag herself
to the ’phone and return
to collapse on the bedroom
-floor, or was someone . else
concerned in the mystery ?

. Clutching a pencil in het
teeth a bound woman

7 managed, the other day, to
_dial for the police. This

" isthe first time the automa-

. tic telephone has figured in

" acrime. But operators on
, the non- -automatic exchange
recelve many strange and
_urgent calls.

* Listen acd hear me
~ shoot myself,” said a dis-

4
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LADY & NICOTINE

P —— N

If the story told bs true,
It is very wrong of you,
Young coquettes,
Smoking, when mamma’s away.
On the lawn or by the spray, -
Cigarettes.

'T won't improve a ruddy mouth,
Odour breathking as the south
Heretofore ;
And the process which concezals,
Chewing villainous pastilles,
Is a bore.

Ladies fair, with due respect,
For one reason, I object,
It is this 2
Sure your breath is sweet to me,
*  And a lady's lips should be
Fit to kiss.
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the telephone receiver in her hand. The operator had

actually plugged in ard was
saying ‘' number please,”
when she heard a shot, 2
scream and a thud. Realising
that something was wrong,
the girl plugged out and
gave the alarm, A minute
and a half later somebody
who had discovered the
bodies, rang through and
asked for the police. The
operator’s evidence later
helped to estatlish the exact
time of the tragedy.
Operators at lonely sta-
tions in India and elsewhere
often save lives when the
flood warning comes over
the wires telling - of brokee
dams, swollen rivers and
tidal waves. DPrairie fires,
eartbquakes and hurricanes
have all been announced

over the ’ghone, and when

such  udwngs come much

depends on the operator,
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Fire al%rms overthe ’phone are everyday affairs, informedthat another man had confessed to the crime.
but few r.eahsei how many hoaxss the brigade have to Ilad there heen even a minute’s delay onthe exchange
eadure, till a special devics to safeguarl them was that call woald have besn too late, .
shown at the Inventions Exhibition. This consisted of
an emergsncy lever t) be placed inside all cill boxes, Not only the fate of individuals, but that of pations
together with the instructions; ** Close the coor, pull Passes over the wires. For the first time in
down the emergency lever, and you have now made history, a Prime Minister resigned by "ohone. He
the fire call and bolted yourself in. Within one minute %as Mr, E. 'J. Hogan; Premier of Victoria, and he
_the brigade will arrive and unlock the door and you will spoke fro'n London ta Melbourae to tender his resigna-
tell them where the fice is.” tion and that of his Government to Sir William Irvine.

. - Reprieves. are usually associated with galloping
horsemen or motor cars dashing to race thes hangman,
but one of the most dramatic recently came over the
telephone. A prisoner had besn sentenced to death in rals left the ~* National”’ Government and the King ap-
1taly, and was preparing 1o take his last walk. when proved the new éppoir;tments over'tbe felephone from
the telephone rang, and the governor of the prison was Balmora(. '

12,000 miles,

NEW ERAQF ELEC-TRICKS

=

B ‘Britain in the year 2225—90 years hence—was . real work a day, will tell them to fly t‘o different - couis.
pictured by Dr. Elizabeth Sloan Chesser of London, tries to meet people and to talk to them with a new
_at the annual conference in Manchester of the’ Elec~ understandmg.

" tncal Asso
: cmtlon for Women. * I do not claim,” says Dr Chesser, *‘ that elec- '

S Clnldren of that era, she vnsualxsed wxll be . given - tTiCity is a panacea for every disease from a cold in the
supo:b vitalityi in great gymnasm. . head t: unrequited love, butif you raise the resistance

=  Drugs will have been done away thh and doctors;' of the boly sufficiently by electricity, people will not
- vnllbe s dxﬂ'erent from their pr edecessors of to.day as ~ have colds in_ the head, and if you increase their men-*

tthey themseivm “e from the ’mtch-doctors :.ngl the | tal and physical powers, they will become masnetxc
I - and will Dever suffer from unrequited love again.’’ g

. WORLD'S RAREST GEMS.
The rarest gems in the world, wkich experts be-

Pe hwxll s!ee bet !
~ A€0p P ween sdken shests m”d" out: lieve have fallen from another planet‘hence they are

' paper. ey will wear silken nnderclothmg cbanged
) called cosmic gems—have been dis¢overed in the hea
wice a day smcs  the age r:ff six, China instead of being * of the Libyan Desert bya scientist who has spent ir;
thrown T use into '.. central elec- years" in mapping 80,000 square miles of a region

jwhere neither white men not Arabs prekusly have
Irodden. Cd b

7 -The JeWelS are rather a duh, c!ouded yellow. Ek*
ntnf Agal perts say that nothing liks them has been seen, but they

‘xesemble somewhat* ‘Darwin glass, - Indc+Chinese
tektltes, yet are completely unhke them m dnrtr;butxon

the - Lieutenan.~-Governor. This message travelled -

More telephone history was made when the  Libe- -
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The old Scot lay dying and the minister was at his
bedside, ** As alast request, sir,” said t-e cid man,
* 1'd like you to see that everyone who attends me
funeral gets a large glass of whisky before going, and
another after coming back.” ** Well, John,” said the
minister, ** I hardly approve of that, but since it’s your
fast wisb,’l’ll attend to it, Now, is there anything else
1 can do for you " '*Yes, sir,” said John. “I'm
thinkin®’ as I’ll no’ be with you on that occasion. I'll

just have my two glasses now.”
* * *

Cohen was an invited guest at the wedding, and
hisshirt front was adorned with three massive dia-
monds, which he had borrowed from a friend.

All the evening Cohen had tried to attract attention
to the diamonds by ostentatiously pretending to adjust
them. but, to his chagrin, no one appeared to notice
them. o

Later, however, he saw his chance. Advancing to
the newly-married couple in the centre of the room, he
saidina loud voice: ‘' May your wedded life be as
bright as these,” poisting to the diamonds.

* * *

Sandy came home looking very dowp in the
mouth,

* What’s wrong 7" asked his wife.

* Aren’t we about the most unlucky family in the
warrld 27 replied the Scot.

6% 1 don't understand ye,”” replied his spouse, look-
ing rather puezled. '

“ There’sa chemist in the toon selling his medi-
cines at half price, and here are we just back from holi-

day and all in the best of health 1” Sandy explained.
* o »

Little Pat was busy sweeping when the shopkeeper
his master, eame in. * Hallo, Pat!” he ciied
* Gweeping out the shop 2" * No,” said Pat. “0,!'m
sweeping out the dust and leaving tbe shop.”

* * *

i’at saw Mike coming along the pier.

“ Hallo, sonof old Ireland,” he said. '’ What ye
_been doing ¥

* Testing wy weight,” said Mike.

* How much do ye weigh i” asked Pat.

THE TATLER OF INDIA

Again

“ Ope hundred and seventy-five pouads,” replied

" the other,

“ What !” exclaimed Pat. But ye must ‘a’
weighed yeself thb your coat on.’
“ That I did not.”” replied Mike. ‘"1 held it over

my arm.”
Pat wasrelating his war-time experiences to an
admiring crowd in the ** local.”

“ Shure,” he said, pointing towards his heart, ** it

was btere where I was struck by the enemy’s buld-

lets- —~""

** But, Pat,” protested one of his audience, *if
ye had been shot through the heart ye’d have been kill-
ed entitely.”

Pat shook his head. ‘* Begorra, an’ ye 're wrong,
me lad,” he repliede ‘‘ At the time I was shot me
heart was in me mouth.” )

* ’ * »

Sandy had owed Mac some money for a very long
time. They met one day, and Sandy hailed Mac with
expectation: ** Weel, Mac, what aboot that account
I've sent it to ye fifty times. Can ye pey me noo "

% 1 canna dae that,” replied Mac.

*“ Ah, weel,” said Sandy. " I'mfed up wi'ye. I'll
just write it off as a bad debt,” and turned on his heel
to go away,» when Mac enquired; "' Yer no gaun awa
that wey, are ye, Sandy. I aye thocht there was a
dram gaen at the settlement o an account.”

* * *
Two typical working Scots were commiserating
with one another over their brother Sandy who was
1ymg very ill in Glasgow. Anxious as they were about
him, they felt that they just couldn’t spend two fares
and at last they worked out the solutxon One of the
brothers was to go up to Glasgow, and he was seen off
on the Friday night train by the elder brother, who
told him to send him a telegram on  the following day
and remirded him that he could send twelve words for
a shilling, and to be sure and get his money's worth. So,
{ate the next afternoon. the elder brother received a
wire asfollows : ‘‘Poor Sandy dead. Rangers two,.

Coltic one.”

27
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" Nick the Shcks:ud * Old Grenbaum is easy. He’s one of .
the clever ones v.ho aren’t clever enough, I found that . BY

put two yearsago waen I took £8,000 worth of diamonds off

bim. He'sthe kind o’ foxy old ho thinks that the best ' . —
‘wl;ny to b:ast :na‘?ch?anz):l: chf;z h;:e c:xs x;D tz m:ke lf loeok D 0 U G L A s N E w ' 0 N

14 4

£ASy.

“How dy mean—look easy " growled Big Laurie. . E ) 0
* Watch out,” Nick whispered sharply. " Here he eomes

out of the bank. Well, don't he look easy 7"

S A shébby, weedy old man came through the door
of the bank they were watching. He paused, threw
wary glances about him, then set off at a sharp pace
towards Hatton Garden, where he had his office. As
he went he almost hugged to his body a small, heavily
Aemhife- heg that was secured to his waist by a chain, |

“ Ay, ‘easy enough,’, agreed Big Laurie. " A

swipe onthe jaw, a snick of a cutter on that_chain, an’
we'd be away in  the car before he knew he'd been
robbed " '

. That's 1t~a perfect trap for mugs * grinned

the bank in that bag every mormng i

* He fetches em all right,” said Nick, * ' But not
that bag. . See this natty ° I'm-hot-stuff at the.games’
that’ s commg out of the bank now ? That S

weasel too well—he wouldn't make such a parade of
that bag if there was anything worth stealing in it, He
does it so's nobody 1l guess that Elhs the clerk, carries
the dlaman 1s,”

* I dunno,” gtowled Big Laurie, * That bag looks
the good\ to me,’ . .

It s meant to—to =uch as you,” jeered Nick the
Slicl\: ‘ You can grab it to-morrow, if you like—only
I’ take the cletk. Infact, youdo all the grabbing you

can, that ’ll take the clerk’s mind off his job and maks it |

easier for me. For it's his tennis bag we ‘gotta take.
T've watched Grenbaum s habits too many “mornings not
to be sure, an’ you'll see how right I am to-morrow.’ )
The raid went off beautifully.
Precisely as p]ann ed Big Laurie, moving casually
along the pavement made a sudden, slugging attack on

old Grenbaum two minutes after the diamond dealer
e

| o
} , SAY IT ISN'T SO

st

' ‘Say it isn’t so, Say it isn’t so,
Everyone is saying you don t love me,

. " Say it isn’t so Evetywhera 1 go, Everyone

: . : 1 knon,

thsper= that you te growmg txred of me,
Sayztxsntso o ’ * 7

) People say that you Found somebody new,
.;:And it won’t be long before you leave me ;

Say it isn't true. S - : :

bay that everythmg is still O. K
""That’s all I want to know, .

V‘A_’,‘,And what they re saymg. Say xt xsn t 0. - E
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left the bank. The old man yelped and put up just
enough fight to attract attention, yet not enough to
spoil the work of such a strong, quick operator as Big
Laurie.

At the same moment Ellis, who was walking twen.
ty paces behind, checked at the sight of the attack, yet,
in spite of his big athletic build, made no attempt at
tescue. In fact, he swerved to avoid the fracas. and,
quickening his pace, made rapidly for Grenbaum’s
office. -

Nick the Slick, who was watching him like a cat,
chuckled. The moment the clerk’s mind began to con-

_centrate on burry he sprang forward, swiped with a

knuckle - dustered left hand, and grabbed Elhs tennis bag
with his right, '

It wasall over ina flash. Ellis dropped, letting go
his bag, and Nick boarded Willie's fake taxi thirty
seconds later. Big I.aurie was at his heels. The whole
party was away before any real alarm could be raised.

Two hours latex", when they gathered in Nick the
Slick’s rooms, there wasa’t even a hint of pursuit.

“Was there ever a softer way of picking up

£15, 000 *”’ Nick said. ashe locked the door. * It was

a sitter frora beginning to end ; that's what it was |

* Bit too easy,” Wiilie the Driver said. ‘° When
it's as easy as this I get nervy.” :

** It was easy only because I used my think-box,”
Nick said. * It wouldn’t have been easy left to you.
You were meant to get Grenbaum's bag that Big Laurie
was so certain held the jewels—well, we'll see what’s
in it”’

-+ He cutit open. It contained four packets of neatly
parcelled common gravel, a piece of liver sausage,

bread, and a novel by one of the more sugary women -

authors. B
£.“ You see—a fake,” grinned Nick the Slick.
** That's why it seemed easy. Old Grenbaum was so

sure that only the wrong bag would be taken, Now

shove across that tennis bag. No, no need to cut this
open, the lock’s easy—and dow’t crowd. Now—tbere }|
be plenty of time to see the stones. Here ! I say—-
What the hell—" '
++ As Nick forced back the catch of the. lock the lid
Vl:uddenly flew up, Also there was a sound like a soft
‘explosion inside the case, and something that was moist
and very sticky struck them full in their faces.

: “They backed away, spluttering ard cougning acd
pawing to get the clammy stuff cut of their eyes,
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mouths, and even noses and ears. Oanly when their
eyes were clear did they stare at each other, gape in
astom;hment. and yell :

* Your faca I What the devn s happened to your
face 7’

Each one of them mada exactly the same remark—
and thea each one of them flew to the one mirror ix the
room.

v * _ » »

In kis office Grenbaum was saying to Detectives
Inspector Stent, who had come round at once on re.
ceiving the news of the robbery,

* The thief who did this was a man called Nick
the Slick.”?

“1 know him, and I know where to get him
~—if you've got proof enough to convict. But, frarkly,
I very much doubt it. He’s as clever as his name im-

plies, and——""

“I know he's clever,” said old Grenbaum. ** He
stole £ 8,000 from me two years ago, and I haven’t for-
gottenit. He didit by using his brains, by studying my
methods. That's whyI had to use: this trick of iwa.
bags—"

“ But he saw through it and got away with botk
bags,” Stent pointed out.

* Yes, that's why 1’m certain it’s Nick the Slick,”’
Grepbaum said patiently. ** Ouly he knew me well:

enough to see through those two bags and steal both to .
make sure,”

" Yes,” cbjected Stent. ‘' But even that's not -
evidence enough to convict Nick and recover your
diamonds.”

*Not recover the diamonds—they weren't taken,”
said Grenbaum, ‘‘ I had another little trick for them, '
Ellis, take off your coat.”

The sporting clerk took off his coat. Under his .
armpit, jerked up there by strong strands of elastic, was .
a canvas bag—it contained the diamonds,

** You see, I knew that Nick the Slick i was watch-
ing me, and that he'd cee through my trick of the double
bags, so we thought up this new trick. When Ellis
took the diamonds from the bank clerk he only pretend- -
ed to put them into bis tennis bag. VWhat he really did .
was to hock them cn to the elastic, which drew them

- up the wide sleeve of his sports coat to safety. So we.

could let Nick steal that teonis bag.”™
) (Continued on page 31)
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SIX MILES OF RAILWAY

LOST IN LONDON !

o

By W. J. PASSINGHAM

All of us forget things at times. But it is almost -
incredible what things people do forget.

For instance, a whole British garrison at Algiers

were once entirely forgotten by the War Office. This

happzued Juriog the reign of Charles 11, and for six

years the forgotten garrison remained faithful to its

. charge.  They might have spent the rest of their lives

. waiting but for & party of sailors, ashore from a British

: .~ frigate, who discovered the garrson by accident, Of

&the original fifteen officers:only one was alive, and all

v _ the soldiers were in rags, starving—but kept at theu
posts by a wonderful sense of duty.

Anunng steovery

forget & firsteclass warship? They did. In 1776
H.M, S. Falmouth was sent out to Batavia and com-
pletely forgotten until it was discovered more than ten
years later under dramatxc mrcumstances- :

Captam ‘Waﬂhs, R.N., started. from England ona

3 later he amved at Batavm. On tha ﬁrst evemng

voyago rourd the world in the - sloop Dolphm, and “,

 his arrival there thé captam and crew were surprised
iaheir the,boom of » big gun.- He at ﬁrst thought he

A Raving Lunatic!

The astonished cap(am investigated, and found a.
British warchlp half buried i inthe mud, her timbers rot..
ting, and lvith sails atd rigging rotting on the masts.
He went aboard to find British sanlors in rags—gaunt,
starving wretches who clustered round him lxke scare=
Crows. - )

“ Where are your officers 2" he demanded.

- " All dead, sir.”

* Petty officers 1"

They took him down below and unlocked & cabin..
The last surviving petty officer was a raving lunatic.

Captam Wallis sept as much food as he couldspare-

A ' ' ~ from his own store aboard the forgotten warship. The-
And would you believe that the Admxulty could -

crew begged to be taken off the roting hulk and sent
home, but Captain Wallis pointed out that he could not:
do so without authorlty from the Admiralty. In spite

- of their suffering, the crew had kept up a regular round i

&

of duties throughout the weary years—firing at sunset 4
the salute which had at long 1ast been heard by Captain;

Waltis. Explonon Reminded Them

It would seem jmpossible to lose a railway" mor&
than six miles long in London—and yet this actually
happened comparatively recantfy. The railway ur

. question was the property of the’ Pneumatic: Despatcll;
i Company, and was built ta convey letters and parce
* - from the General Post Ofﬁce to Euston Station. It was

‘a'small tube railway operated by compresed air, w1th
-cars about six feet in length, and its owners went into-
liquidation because the engmeers of that tune could not
y kecp ihe tuba ut-t:ght’ T

7
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‘under the streets of Loundon. People were forcibly
reminded of its existence on December 20, 1928, when
a terrific explosion occurred which tore up a mile of
roadways between Holborn and Charing C-oss. Gas
escaping from the mains had gradually filled the lost
tube railway, and the explosion caused serious injury to
many people.

A few years azo six French: men, a Frenchwoman,
and a regro were left to guard a shell.fishing-factory
on a lonely islandin the lndian Ocean,

They valunteered to remain behind for a few days
because the ship which came to tauke away machinery
and goods was overloaded. The ¢hip sailed away, and

the presence of eight persons on a lonely island was
forgotten.

Pour Died of Starvation.
. Not until six weeks later did somebody remember
those left behind, and then a relief ship was rushed at
full speed for the island.

Four qf the eight people were dead of starvation
‘when the relief ship arrived. Three comrades of the
-dead men, survivors: of the terrible ordeal, were award.
ed heavy damages for their sufferings from the trading
company who forgot their presence on the island.
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The case of Madame Brunon, the woman survivsr,
was considered in a szparatz action brouglit against ks
trading company for the loss of a husband.

A well-known firm of auctioneers recently e
ed that forgetfulness costs the people of Great Dritsia
at least £370,020 a year. Auction sales of lost 1o
perty are held regularly in London and the larger prov
vincial tow wis, and tha cataloguss includa snch fems as
big drums, wheelharrows. an l even an cccasonal cloth-
es-horse—all lost by absest minded pecple.

Pollowed Their Noges!

Railway companies themsslves are not{ immuna
from forgetfuluess. A special truck-load of Christmas
fruit was lost on the railway last December, and dis-
covered many weeks later.

The railway company concerned searched up and
down the country for the lost truck, and its whereabou‘s

remained a mystery until a letter arrived at the Lost
Property Office from an obscure country villaze.

The letter complained of a fearful odour coming
from a certain railway siding, and an mv}stwa.txon re-
vealed the Christmas fruits—very ripe !~ L‘zerybod; 3
Weekly.
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A TRAP FOR TIUGS

(Continued from page 29)

* But that only lessens our chances of bringing it
‘home to Nick,” Stent protested. . We won’t find the
diamonds upon him, he’ll get ridof your bag and the
tennis bag easily ——""

“ But not what was in the teanis bag,” smiled
‘Grenbaum. ** That case. was fi'led with flaid, Mr.
Inspector, and fitted with a small automatic bomb at.

' tachment that was made to explode and fling it broad.

cast when the lid was opened. And that -fluid, Mr.
JInspector, was dye—a good, permanent ultramarine~—
that soap and water will ‘not get off. So, vou see, if

" I'm nght about N ck the Slick, he will ba looking very

blue at the moment. You can arrest him for that—it
‘means that he’s the man who took  Ellis’ tennis bag
‘this morning and forced its lid open without leave.”

Nick the Slick was certainly a fine mottled azure

‘when Stent arrived to arrest him, while, if any thing,
Bxg Laune and Willie the Driver were bluer,

They were trying to wash the stuff off with soap
and pumice-stone—had been doing so for some time, as
a matter of fact—but all their efforts made not the
slightest impression. Apparently the new complexion
Was permanent. And they were so annoyed that they
squealed about the whole business :

* Nick the Slick,” Willie raged, “is one o’those
darn clever ones who aren’t clever enough. Diamonds,
£15,000 of diamonds, he said, was in that bag. An’

look what I got outer it 2 I'il look like a blue Zulu for
months,”

* Years, if what old Grenbaum says is true.” grine
nad Stent. ‘' But don’t worry, we're taking you to a
sanatorium where you can remain private till it wears
off

It was a lorg time before it did wear off however
—but then, they were quite a long time in the ‘‘ sana-
torium.” .. . —Answers.
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e goes wnhout saymx. ,
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your sorrows. T
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A woman is often content to remain discontented.
L4 * *

T ruth is mighty—and sometimes mighty scarce-

A telegraph operator demands cash for what he " The only time some men get the Jast word is in
does on tick. their will, .
* - = R 4 * -
Some men are worth more than others and some

are worth-less, .
. 2N L ] : @

There's no man so trying as the man who never
tries, '
» I4 *4 ‘ * .
If the cause of ‘failure is known tbere is hope of
success Jater on, /
* * * ‘ o * . *
The cook, as well as the dressmaker. shows her Some people use a gallon of words to express a

taste in dressing. teaepoonful of thought.
* - . * . s [ ] L

Nothing succeeds like the successof some people’s
failures,

Don't despise the httle things. The mosquito is
- more bother than the elephant, - e good turns. X
* i o " ' : * » *

No one has ever been able to explain why bald- The trouble with most of us is that we are too fond

] " headed men have their hair cut more often than other of people who agree with us and with food that doesn’t. .

5

men. N , ) : * * *

* o be ’ . One of the busiest things in the world is ldle
A woman may be taken for granted, but she never eunos:ty. .gs

: Lo , A g * % ok

2 . * B . . . F :
7 " Many & man thxnks he is leadmg his bride to the le Abt::: :: ttzdn should be & rock on which one ca.nt
e altar when. asg matter of fact, he is being towed there. % ¥ T e %

%
A true fnend wﬂl multxply your ;oys nnd dxvnde 7 Too many people think opportumty means a chance
" to get money without earning it.
i

* L § “.

¥

SRR

A woman is perfectly satxsﬁed so long as she ca
keep her he.r light and her age dark

PR

N o xS L x

‘ §
: Often when a man's broke his near relatives be‘;

‘; ‘come 50 very close that they rmght be called dzstant ace
uamtance!. " A .

lf yon matry the nght woman, there s nothxng
:hke it x{ you marry the wrong woman, there s nothmg

“August 1935  August 1935

Nobody ever got dizzy through doing too many:

of his voice. This sudden

" dearest ?”’ Kamala asked.

© said,
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A Book-Length Novel! Complete in This Issuel!

Kamala offered no comment, She knew thatif che
asked him any more questionshe would only become

** Is supper ready ?'’ snapped Ragavan as he en-
tered his bouse. , ¢
Mrs. Ragavan was busy grinding rice and in the more exasperated and did theonly good thing under the

circumstances—re m a i ned
mum,

noise produced as the stones
revolved one over another
she failed either to notice
his arrival or hear his
qQuestion.

@ I sl el P e @ i M o D

Love the Qldest—Yet the Latest.

f -

A mother-in-law anda hus-
band whko are dertermined
to give vent to their wrath
will find fault with their
daughters-in-law and wives
every minute even if they
have to accuse them for
being fool-and—error-proof.
Ragavan was in a bad
temper. In facthe wanted
to pick a quarrel, Arnd that
with his wife. So he felt
offended at her silence.
** Why do you stand there
like a mummy ?'' he bawied
out. "' Dor’t you seel am
in a hurry ? 1kLkave only a

** Are you deaf ?"’ again

cried Ragavan at the top Love is the sweetest thing,

What else on earth could ever bring

question and its abruptness
startled his devoted wife.
She turned her head, saw
her husband and hastily got
up from the floor. And
like evey dutiful Hindu wife
she remained standing, in
respect, while a peculiar
brilliance in her eyes vehe-
mently bespoke her joy on
seeing her husband back,

* Didn’t you hear me ?”
snapped Ragavan,

“ What did you ask me,

Such happiness to everything
As Love's old story ?
Love is the strangest thing,
No song of birds upon the wing
Shall in our hearts more sweetly sing
Than Love's old story.

Whatever heart may desire, Whatever Fate
may send,

This is the tale that never will tire,
This is the song without end. few minutes at my disposal.

Love is the greatest thing, The oldest yet the
latest thing.

See that you get ready my’

supper in five minutes.”

Ragavan = was obviously -
put out by her cross ques-
tion, " To hell with you
and your long :oague,” he

I,onl’y hope that Fate way bring Love's And saying this he went

story to you. to his office room. Kamala

Orior o sl el retlle sl ) - @ lp ¢ A i et e Al — el el il
-l ol -l e o ol el @ e e i s ab @t ralee Ll e ol

N At 0 e e @ A > D stared at him for a few se-
33 conds. The joy of welcoming
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b Ck b bad dled su e d al'd d tbat nothlng n t I 1
h"n A ome dd nly.She had pl'aye an 1 he wor d cou d de rive

hich~
And so he began to crave for joys w
from Madras with great company.

iocked formacd 10 L d condescend to stop were more transitory—pleasures to which he had :o
\ moral or legal right—and the companies of persons who-

were professional women. .

he woul
ea erness—hoping that
w:h her at least for a few days This sudden visit had

ke longiog that she had for his com- mes. | | |
kmdled in her :}:V:s :JOt x:sxbz so blessed, He had come And he had especially begun to admire Rajambal-

What could she 0? She was comely and far ‘inferior to Kamala in beauty.
Bat to Ragavan she appeared exquisite, because human
tendency is always to taste forbidden fruits. Ifit had
been different Adam would never have fallen and we
would not be forced to toil for our livelihood.

pany. Butsh
but was to go away in a few minutes.

Had she been a cultured wife—cultured in thfi
modern sense of the word—she would have exprlesse
ber desire to him and boldly requested him not to e;v:
the village at least for a couple of days. Kamala at ;s . e .
wanted to doso. But modesty forbade her. Be{sx tles Rajambal was not . proqusxo{ua "Wom‘:anhmin
she also realised that ber implorings would prove a;n ®  omse that she was born in sach a | &m\fy- Brabmin
.nd that instead of complying with her request her by birth she had come of. « noble l.me Otltffesmé b
husband would feel offended and become angry- bad earned great popula.nty by thex_r au; ef.lr:ble inp m;

Yes, she stared at his back as he hurried to his 'She had been blessed ?”fh zerzth::gwe:ih iein i
office room. There was neither resentment nor anger in  —a happy home, a loving husband,

. 't_ i
fer ook, Ragavan had long before passed the stage yye comfortably and, a son. But she had once commit-
er

when he could be brought round by a display. of either. - ted a folly and when a Wo;::; i:iz om;; :f; t::b:::r:::
7 He A depmved_hthomugmv s fic;:veeie;;a;:::;ta::o::e was socially boycotted She
could not go back to her parents and live with them
as they would lose their caste if they -harboured her.
No respectable family would give her shelter as thereby
they would also be ostracised. In fact, society made her
an outcast--nay. she was treated worse than 2 panah

“ At first he ‘had carried on his intrigues vnth
R;Jnmbal secretly enough. - And then Mrs. Kamala .
‘Ragavan had protested with him. When his intimacy
* with that ‘proféscional seducer of men, Rajambal, - bad
beoomo more intimate, Kamala bad begged with tears
“ip her eyes, in vain.  Once or twice she had managsd l |
1o bring him round and extracted promises _ of reforma- Depnved ofa happy home, abandoned by ;e:vmi
tion. - But the effect had always been temporary- He . husband, spurned by her rascally seducer, houn ou |
wonld vow everlasting truth to his deac wife, his ‘charm- of the family and society, outcasted from the com;nux: v
:dove ' But, thess professions of love generally ty-—and what was most appallmg, deprived of t e
fasted only patil 2 stayed in his village. Somehow duty company of her smiling young baby—Rajambal, scar;eo 1
woold callhtm to Madras and once there he would forget | 1y seventeen years of age, realised only when it Wals :

dearhttle wife, be woold forget his  pro- late the extent of her folly,; Minus home, minus love,, ]
vaws d Bdehty to ber, he would transfer all. minus wealth, she at first thought she should die—die
R b ide. But her heart! revolted against it. Why
’ : ove hat tender age ?
is dd‘ and human tendencxes‘ ‘should she pat an end to her life at tha i ouq
 always want ~what - they dont  What had she done that she should be houn But
orally theirs,  This 'is ~of society like that ? Yes, she had fallen—once. B
d mors espemally ""th o was ‘there no tedemptxon for her folly? Men are mnls-
4 : ‘creet nnd they are allowed to ba indiscreet even openiy.
i And nothmg :s done to ‘them. They are not {d;;:::
7 from socxety. ‘They are not socially boycotted. Rideci
a man can be mdlscrect hundreds of times, W len e
‘ can Openly ‘flout about xt. why not a woman . also .
: ' : If tmen are. pexfectly straight, - then they
to demand the sams fulehty from women.
10 pe:iect-in fact they are perfectly im-

2
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.oragreements there are the lawyers to pick holes in fallen sisters,

_August 1935 - | THE TATLER OF INDIA

~-perfect. That bsing the case, why should they expect them and make them null and void. Such persons who
their womenfolk to be straight and faithful ? cease to be faithful to the salt they eat are not pena-

Even granting they have a right to demand fidelity lised. They c;n break agy :umber o.f c;aths.h Bustha
- from women, they should not impose such stringent WomanTno, she cannot break even a single oath. ¢
cannot become reformed.
-tules against women who go astray. They should give

-them a chance to reform—at least one little chance. To Pshaw ! She would wreak her vengeance on such
.-err is human and a woman is as much a human as a arotten society. She would break tha hearts of those
.man, ) women who had turned away their heads on seeing her.

To be shunned by one’s own parents! To be parted She would ruin several families. She would wreck sas
-from one's dear child | To ba drivien away to live many happy homes 35' she could. She had already ‘
among strangers and people of lower caste! O God, lost her name, her presttgev,. her status, her home, her
‘it was unbzarable. 7here is some mistake in cur social husband——and her only cuild. She had nothing else
rules, They should be modified. And a woman must be 1© 1956 Even if she became a female Blucbeard she
-given as many chancesto reform as are given to men, could not be disgraced more.

- Rajambal at least thought so. She blamed society. Thus determined Rajimbal tosk to . a life of de-
:She cursed Brahmins, And she vowed that she would bauch and plungedinto it headlong. She was youzng -
‘make as many Brahmin families suffer for havmg ill- and attractive. She was fair and graceful. And with
:treated her as she could. these powerful weapons she found it very easy to en-
Yes, why should she die ? - After all she had been trap several young mugs. But there was a method in
“foolish only ence. _And her crime had not bsen as her. depravity. She had no need for wealth. Her oaly
heioous as murder .or theft. Even murderers and thie- desire in life was to wreck as many happy Brabmin
~ves are given chances to reform. But she had been families as she would. And she did this systematically,
treated worse than those criminals ? Why should she ™2Kilg & pauper of one young Brahmin after another,
not wreak her vengeance on a society that had failed to Aud what she earned, or rather squeezed cut cf those
-ghow ber mercy—a society thatjhad refused to pardon her V&S she alway s donated to a society which was work-
one folly ? Of course it was a greivous one, she admitted ing to lift up * Fallen Sisters.’ So, while she  really rob-
it. She had broken her marriage vow. She had proved bed a few rich men, sha helped hundreds of women ; and‘
faitbless to the man to whom she had plighted fidelity? for evary family <he broke, there were a hundred made
But do not people, both mea and women, break their the happier. Thus while she was bad outwardly, she
~vows made with equal solemuity ? Do pot they prove was doing the greatest service she could to humanity. _
faithless to personsto whom they had vowed life-long She robbed one society and gave away what {she robbed
fidelity ? There are hundreds of prosperous persons, to a, society which the formsr bad outcastedthe
wespecially businessmen, who rise because of the brains society of fgllen women.
and labours of others, promising to remember them all

The last to fall a victim to her en‘icement wasg
- their life And when once they rise, when once they attain

Ragavan. He was only a village munsiff, but he had
.- a position of safety, when they realise that they could inherited enough to keep him well off for Life—if he

-carry on without the help oi the person responsible for only lived prudently. But it was an ;i fated evening
‘building up their business, they coolly forget all pro- when he saw Rajambal at the marina. Her gait and
" woises made, they give a month’s notice or a month’s  dress were such that the first glance was enough to
-salary in lieu of notice, and without a moment’s remorse make Ragavan realise that she should have very little
. or Tegret dispense with their services—proverbially scruples about her chastity, He made his advances ;
.-kicking the ladder by which’ they had risen. And such they were accepted and soon they became very inti-
persons go scot free—nay, they grow richer and richer; mate. Rajambal had no difficulty in - finding out all
~ their popularity increasss and they are welcomed every- ab)ut her latest acquisition, She knew thit he had
where for their wealth and emigence. The vows they properties to the.value of ten thousand and that he was

> had broken are eatirely forgotten. The fidelity they a village munsiff. Six months of friendship sufficed to

_ bad swora is ignored.. Aad if there be any contracts transfer all his wealth to tue couers of the society for

Ragavan’s riches dwindled speedily. But

.
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the poor fool’s infatua.tion' abated not. Neither would
he admit to his ‘love! that he was penniless, He
wanted her to think that he had a pereanial source of
income and that he was so very rich that he could
spend any amount he liked on any body without feeling
the loss. And in order keep up appearances he began
to misappropriate and use the moneys he received from
the villagers as tax.

. But, poor fodl, he did not realise that Rajambal
already knew all about his perennial source
of income. ~ She realised that she had landed the sotin
a soup and that he was as good as broke--broke in the

worst sense of the word.

But to return to Kamala,
she was, as we said, a
very devoted wife, She also
realised what a fool her
husband was of making him-
self. She knew gquite well
that he had squandered his
ancestral = properties and
that he was mnot worth
a bean. Now that he had
lost his monies, she hoped
he would reform and forget
lns Rn;ambal. It was this

1
:
i
1
{
1
{
{
that made her await his §
i
i
{
i
4
3
1
{

twilight !
was born,

- June light,

return with such 2 great
eagerness and anx:efy. She
had ~looked * forward to
this day with great eager-
pess, but, alas, when Raga.
van told her that be was
retummgtoMndras lmme.r '
diately, she recexved 8 shock,
the worst shock of her
lifa. She knew ~why he had_
eagerly rushed to his office

born.

‘stream,

moonlighf,

- was born. o

omas that mlght ‘ .

You took my lips and sprinkled them with
'Oh, what a night! The night when love
You took my eyes and thrilled them w1th a

I bless the pight, the night when love was

~ The trees diégovgred us beside a silver

With leaves they. covered us, S0 we could
dream and dream.

You took- my heart and dlpped it in the -

_That wondrous mght the mght when love

room‘ltwas to pocket 20y jowvwwrvvovrvwwwvo
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at Kalady for three days and to make the necessary
preparation to receive him and hand over accounts.

These only made him all the more angry and ill-

tempered- The few minates he had allowed his wife
had elapsed and he rushed back to the kitchen in the
worst of tempers. ‘‘ Is supper ready ?” he snapped.
Kamala was just then busy trying to set firza to a
wet casuarina stick by blowing air on it. The Litchen
was full of smoke and she was having enough trouble
with the oven, She was kneeling before it, blowing air in
and at intervals wiping her eyes which. had become
red with the smoke and from which tears were stream-
ing down. :
. On hearing her husband’s

O AL A AL MM AA AL D bAoA AA.JL Ak S © VOiCB She hasti[y got up
That Wondrous Night!

=TS SIS

from her stooping posture.
* Yes, dearest, it is almost
ready.. In another ten mi-
nutes I will be able to serve
your supper,” she said.

ten mmutes!’ mocked
_Ragavan. “Do you think the
- train will . wait for me?
Don’t you realise that I

~

“You can go, dearest,
There istime enough to
" catch the train and you can
certainly spare some more
time,”” she said.

He caught hold of Kamala

with it and the violence of

VE VY W WYV WY WY Y Y W YNV VY Y Y e

great that blood began to
come out Kamala did not

cry. She did not complain’ agamst such a * bruta}
treatment ; tilently she wiped away the blood and |
stooped down to attend to the oven. L

el Havmg Jented hls anger thus. ‘Ragavan agalnr
= went out, It i :s strange how an angry man cools down
‘ -xmmedlately after domg somethmg violent. ~After -
handlmg Kamala roughly Raga.van became calm and -
cooi And he begm to repent for h‘is unmecessary dxs-
’ play of v:olence. , > o

360

Alrnost ready ! Another

have to go back to Madras.”

This pat out Ragavan,
by the neck and pushed her’

bard against the wall. Her
forehead came in contact -

the push h;xd “been_ §Q,€exf.
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What wrong had Kamala done to merit his dash.
ing her head againsta wall ? How had she offended
him that he caused a wound on her forehead. After

all she had oaly said that there was time encugh forA

the trainrand that he coild spire her a few minutes
more. And that to get ready his suppar | Was she at
fault ? Certainly not. No woman can prepare a good
meal in five minutes. And especially women who have

. to prepare supper under the handicaps which Kamala

suffered from. He had neglected her, he had neglected
his home, he had only thought of Rajambal! and her
divine company.

Divine company! What a fool he had been all these
days. He had made a scrape goat of himself, He had taken
her love for something genuine. He had forgotten that
she was a money-grubber. He had lost all his richess
And what was worse, he had hauadled the government
‘money and used it to meet his own extravagant
expenses. .

Yes, he had misappropriated Government

money. And that to satisfy the demands of a scheming

sorceress. The Revenue Officer was due to return in

the course of a couple of days. He must make good
the moneys he had misappropriated. Otherwise he:
" would be arrested and sentenced to yearsof rigorous:

/

‘imprisonment,

_Rigorous Imprisonment { No!no!! Anything but
that. He would far rather commit suicide than live, a
branded ,criminale He must and would make good the

_.amount., After all .it was only a mominal sum. Aboui

i

.a thousand rupees. If he only managed it.

But how could he make good that amount,
thousand rupees! Time was when he had spent tWicq
and thrice that amount with the least coacern. He haf

-spent them on Rajambal without realising their wortt

treating them as contemptible as if they were copptr

. <oins. But now, how to make it good? He knew qule

well that no” one in the village would advance it. It was
a byword that he had squandered all his riches and thst

he was worth nothing. No moneylender would trust hm »
- even for a tenth part of that huge sum without proper
- security, 'He had also solc} away his wife's jswelleries

—eitvher sold them or presented them to Rajambal.
And Kamala had not protested. She had handed him
all her jewels, jewels which were legally hers, koowing

© .quaite well to what bad use he would put them and yet
- raising not her voice in protest,

Yes, Kamala had all the while proved a jewel of

. & wife. Like the mutt that he was he had not realised it.

"THE TATLER OF INDIA

He lad, o1 the other hand, treated her only as a brute
woull ,
* Supoer is ready, dearest,” announced Kamala,

“his orought him oat of his reverie, Hoa hastly
got ap fiom his easychair and went tc the kitchen.
Kanala srved him rica ardseup and stood mute nnd
resjectful This worrigd kim all the mers. e wished
an{ longed that she should mention about his rude
betaviowr. If she hadonly done that, he would have
bien relizved.  But she seemed not to natice her wound.
She too:r it for granted that her bebavicur des~rved
sich a rough harndling and that Ler husband was perfectly
ustified ‘in dashing her head against the wali.

Silently he hastened through tha first cosrse. And
then he sould contain himself no longer, *‘ Kamala, ¥
am verysorry for having man-handicd yor,” he said.
1t . "

.- Will sou please excuse me?

** There is nothing for me to excuse,” Kamala put
in as she served rice for the second course. 1 am yours
and everyone has a right to handle what is his as ke
likes.”

“ But there is a limit even to the powers of every
owner, ? protested Ragavan,

*“ There may be, dzarest,”” Kamala replied. " But
1 am sure you mnever exceeded that limit when
you dashed me against the wall. 1 had offended-
you with my arguments and you wers put out. For my
insolence in talking as I did you punished me. And you
are perfectly justified.” :

A few seconds of silenze ensued, ** But why shouid

you worry yourself about that ? You look careworn

andees...”

* Kamala, my dove, I have been a fool a darned
fool, ” Ragavan said and tears began to appear in bis

eyes.

* No, what you have done is quile coamon aming
men. They become infatuated with some new girl friend
and become blind to everything elsz in thc world.
There have been hundreds of young men vwbe have
behaved as you did and there will bhe thousands more
who will bzhave likawise, in spite of the lescon i»arnt
from story, screen and stige about per=0'15 who hadl come
to grief because of designing Wouwin It o e el of
women and perhaps God for having made women sc
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very altractive and men so vary fickle. You lavedone
nothing'extraordinary and I don't see why yau slould
feel particularly sorry now, * Kamala said,

This made Ragavan all the more peniten. I she’

had rebuked him for his folly, she could zot iave
brought home to him better what a jewel of a wife he
bad abandoned for the company of a professionai woman.

“ My darling dove,” he said. “I have sinrd
against humanity,against God, against you and..againt
my masters, My friends shun me, the represeatative;
of the Government will soon pounce on me and :ake mu-
away {o prison; Rajambal, that wretched cruel-iearted
sorceress, will cut me down ; but I know and I an sure
you and only you will remain my staunch friend, my
willing berefactor. ‘Dearest, I am not sorry I had

squandered all my ancestral properties, Of course. I,
have done you the greatest injustice by taking avay all.
your jewels and either selling them away or [resent- -

.ing them to Rajambal. But ! am sure you will not
curse me for it. What galls me is the fact that{ have
bhandled the Government money. ' Nearly a thcusand
rupees which bad been entrusted by the villagers to be

* paid to the Government ! I have played false to the
trust the villagers had imposed on me. I have played
. false to tte trust - His Majesty imposed on me when
I was made the village munsiff, to succeed my father,
< They hoped and thought that I would  be étuight and

“honest like him. -~ Unfortunately I have made a fool of

myself Not realising what 1 was doing, I spent away
~ on Rajambal, the monies I had collected. -In another
* couple of days the Treasury Collector will be here, .

. must make good_this smount meanwhile. Otherwise, oh ,

~ God 1 I cannot bear even to think what the consequences

Mge may think fit."; It is that that worries me the

hGodt 'Wlnt s fao! what % wretched fool I ha.ve

would te.  Immediate arrest, then a farce’ of investi-’
gation and finally geo!-hfe for two or three years as the .

ost, Once om‘oﬂgaoﬂ would become an outcaste. 1 will
lose my caste, 1 mn be shonned by all as a gaol: bird, -
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been a fool to have spent so much on Rajambal, to
have cared for her company so much.

But had not the realisation come too late ? Had
he not reformed when reformation was no good. Kamala
realised the truth of what her husband said. VYes, he
must make good the amount he had misappropriated ;
otherwise he would be put in gaol, There was no other
alternative.

But a thousand rupees !  Oh God! How was he tu,,

make good such a large amount 7 She knew quite wiik
that he had nothing on which to raise such a large
amount. Neither had she any properties left to her,
neither properties nor jewelleries, Of course she had
few trinkets, but all of them would not fetch evena
hundred rupees, even though the price of sovereiga
might be well over twenty-two rupees. Suddenly gricf

" began to spring in her heart. She wished realisation

had not come to her husband at that hour. If his in-
fatuation for Rajambal bad continued for another couw
ple of days, he might have remained in blissful ignor=
ance of his folly until the inevitable arrest followed.
Then he might have been happier at least for a couple
of days more. Now he was destined to grieve, curse.
1imself for two days, without being able to do anything
:ubstnnual to retneve his position,

But God is great. He never allows anything to
b.ke place that does rot tura out to be some good in
dsguise, -, If the Revenue Collector had come suddenly

 gad checked accounts he would have arrested Raga-
" van immediately, without giving him time 10 make goo

fhat he had misappropriated. The very fact tha
Iagevan had been given two days-—forty-elght hours—
poved that if he only med he would be able to raist
athousand rupees and save his posmon. So there wa:
rx use in mopmg along with him. She must encourage

“hin. She must give him hopes. She n:ust ‘induce hin

to go and try to raxse the amuunt duel
1" Dearest, v she sa:d d)n t: lose hea:t. Don'l

', crv for what is past ; what is done cannot be undone ;
now let us think of the future , :

. The fatare l’ hughed desp..rate Ragavan, ‘“The

:¢

ffutm'e indeed ! What is there to think of the future

'i‘herexsoniy one future for mr--rottmg away -ina

",pmon zm!essGodtakes pity on me meanwhile and

i;rﬂievea me of these mortal / co:ls. Yes. only prisoa —
and nothmg bat ; pnson, md that thh the ‘worst of
d criminals—there tosuﬂ'er nnd labout froxn morn ull
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might and again suffer from night till morn, craving for
freedom every moment, breathing the foul air of the
prison, living with the worst of criminals. Ob God!
Save me, do save me that disgrace. Of course I deserve
all that and even more. But Iam penitent aund you, in
your mercy, have stated more than once that there is
redemption for those who repent.” ’

But Kamala soothed him. ** Nothing serious has
°taken place and don’t you know that as long as there
is life there is hope ? * Now, don't lose heart, dearest.
Yon have two days at your disposal—forty-eight long
hours—and you have heard that wonders have been
wrought in considerably shorter periods.\Who knows that
this pre-intimation of the R=venue Collector is not
some good in disguise, that this opportunity has not
been accorded to you that you may make good the de
ficit amount. I am sure thatif you only try you will be
able to raise this small amount,”

% Small amount I’ speered Ragavan, °* Yes, this
amount had been small enough to me, especially when
1 was in Rajambal’s company. Times have been when 1
had spent, nay, frittered away, even larger amounts as
thoughtlessly as if they were pice. But,now I realice
what a thousand rupees means. And, Oh God, how
.am I to raise such a large amount ? ”’

Kamala thought it was time enough to divert
Ragavan’s attention from thoughts of money, ** Dearest,
don't feel sorry or take this to heart more than is ab-
solutely necessary. God is great and He is sure to show
you a way outof the trouble, But, why don’t you
finish your supper ? It is getting cold.” ‘

Ragavan looked at his supper and again sneered,
** Yes, for two more days let me eat in freedom. Supper?
Cold-? Yes. the time has come when I will have to eat
cold rice for years and to beg for little luxuries such ax
buttermilk. 1 will eat, yes, eat plentifully so that while
in prison, I might think of the feast I had enjoyed in
freedom, of the delicious suppers my darling Kamala
always managed to get ready for me”

And like a mad-cap he went on stuffing one hand-
ful of rice after another in his moutk, without stopping
for a moment either to munch or swallow what he had

" already stuffed in. His attention became entirely en-
grossed in the leaf and the rice on it. He ate, again ate,

_ and yet again ate—so voraciously that Kamala thonght
-at firsg that her husband bad suddenly gone mad.

i
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But even thourh to all outward appearances
Ragavan was entirely engrossel in eating, he was in
reality thinking, and thinkin~, furiously at that,

Yes, as Kamala had said. he had forty.eight long
hours at his disposal. Thkat was enough for bim to
run up to Madras and return. There he could try to
raise a thousand rupees from the marwaries. And even
if they refused to len! him the required amouut he
could ask Rajambal to help him,

Rajambal, of all persons to help him! Would
she part with ber money, even though he might lose his
life if she did not help him ? Certainly not. She was a
money-grubber by profession. She was out to make
money and not to spend it. She lived to cheat mugs
like him and oot to help mugs who squander away their
riches and find themselves in difficulties. She was not
a philanthropist, She was a mooey-maker. Certainly
she would pot part even with a pice. Yet why should
he not try ? A trial would cost him only a few rapees,
though not the proverial nothing. Who knows that’she
might not become suddenly charitable and give him
what he wanted so badly ? Anyhow he would try his
luck.

Hastily Ragavan finished his supper. He had only
a few more minutes to catch the Madras train, Hastily
“he dressed himself, kissed his wife, told her that he
was going to Madris to raise the deficit amount and
left for the station.

Kamala watched him disappear, Then she went
in, prostrated bafore a portrait of Sree Rama that she
worshipped daily. * I.ord Rama! You have granted
my one wish. You have made my husband pepitent
and brought him back to me, Grant me another boon,
one little boon pleass. Let my husband succeed in his
attempts.”

And there she remained prostrating for nearly a
quarter of an hour, while she shed tears for her hus.

band,
(Continued on page 41)

AN OPPORTUNE MOMENT.

-Mac and Sandy were travelling north together in
Sandy s car when they were held up by road bandits.

* Come on,” said the chief bandit, ** hand over all
your money.”

A sudden flash of inspiration came to Sandy. He
took his last remaining pound-note from his pocket and
turned to his friend.

** Here, Mac,” he said, "' this is that ponnd I ows
you. Now I'm out of your debt.””
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YOUR BRAIN IS MADE OF TIN.

Each of us contain small quanties of various
metals and minerals, * For many years, "the distinguish-
ed French ckemist, Dr. Bertrand, has been doing re.
s2arch work to see just what they do for us, and he
now concludes that they play important parts in control
{ing the body. .

Zine, for instance, decreases duriag a baby s ﬁrst
few months, and wearing automatically occurs when'the
contert of zine in the little body falls ' below the safety -
pomt set by Mother Nature. As 'soon as the baby
vogils 10 LaKe Ordinaty 1004, ifs zizs increases and main-
taios the steady increase nee ded for the mamtenance qf

good bealth. -

Out beart contains a lmle copper, aIumxmum ‘and
silver, Alumipium _is continually being ‘absorbed - in
considerable quantities by the digestive system. . It also
occurs in the kidneys, lunzs and adrenal glands. The
brain is especially rich in tin. “The lungs contain prac-

tically al] the body’s supply of txtanrum. In our pancreas -

are nickel and cobalt.

©.. Jronis present all ever our bodies. Next in quan-

t-;y come eopper ‘and sxlvet‘ . B . e
WK... E MO‘IKLYS ARB BANK CI-EBKS

Bsnks in Slam empby monkeys to assist the cashi- .
ers. Their duties are to see that no counterfelt silver -

ccms are accepted, They are kept in cages, ‘and an
sdve: coms recexved are passed to them and they give
each coin 2 most rigorous test-——namely. by biting -

the:n. These‘ mo.:keys have 1o be ‘specially - trained  for

this wor} nnd are qmt° expﬂnaxve for the banks to buy

‘V‘EUN‘IIH Q- I‘IIZ o DEATII; TEEE L

the * death tree.”‘

" remarked to the judge :

'ﬂuere A stranga pbm in Centtal Afnca whach o
Itis saxd that those -

The ‘¢ death tree” idea is fairly old, and it will be,
interesting to learn the result of the expedition.

For a long time the upastree of Java had an even
worse reputation than the African plant. It was said

" that it was so poisonous that to come within ten or

twelve milesof it was to invite certain death, But we
now know that the upas tree legend was based on a
very slender foundation. A poisonous sap, in which ar-
rows were dipped,: was obtained from it by the natives;
but its more spectacalar %poispning feats were only
** travellers’ tales.” .

* * . *

“A MOON” IN “STIR.” ‘
Convicts have a language of their own. -
One month in prison is described as “ a moon.”
because the moon is generally understood to last a.
month, -

A sentence of three months is ‘a carpet. because- ‘

in the old days the fibre carpets were taken up every
_three months and thoroughly scrubbed.

* . .
used when a man, sentenced to a year s imprisonment,

" time, guv'nor.”” The prisoner had served several termg
of three months each, and apparently the longer sen.
tence came as a shock to him,

~ In prisor, bread is known as “ toke,”’ from the
word oak, which was. how the warders pronounced

* oakum, Tkhe prisoner was given his supply of oakum

at the same time as his ration of bread. - . - |
- Dartmoor is known to convicts ;as *‘ The MOOr,"E
Parkhurst as ‘' The Island,” and Brixton Prison as|

.** The Hxll ”, Pnson generally is under<tood by. the.
. word stxr » L ; S _. -

* 4 T . L :

WKA.T IS WATT ? : e E

The number of watts marked on an electnc hghti
i

bulb indicates the amount of - electricity the bulb con-

sumes when in use in’ thls ‘way; a unit of electricity
equals what is known as 1, 000 watt-honrs. " That xs to .
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Twelve months is “‘a stretch.”” The term was- first.

* You've stretched it this .-

- hours and subsequently made
- it good, they were genarally
 awarded exemplary punish-

- ments.

.hope or redemption. The

~ found out the misappro- o 7
A ' : 41
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The Railway Parcel Murder Mystery
(Continued from page 39j

< | Chapter Il

Ragavan had just time enough to purchass a ticket
and get into a corapartment before his train departed.

He found himself in a lonely compartment. Usually
all shuttle trains are like that. Only in mail and ex.
press trains or those which run long distances do you
find crowds. In fact they are so crowded that invaria-

bly people sleep either huddled up or squeezed together
‘everywhere,

Thus Ragavan was left to his own gloomy reflec-
tions. No noisy brawls or conversations disturbed him,

No inquisitive fellow passenger asked him about his des-
tination, profession and the like.

- And naturally enough Ragavan began to think of
his own plight,

Yes, he had made a fool of himself—a perfect fool.
He had squancered away all his ancestral properties on
a worthless wench. Had

he stopped there, his position © €V FVPIVIVFVIDDIVIDIVIVINS

AFTER TO-NIGHT

would not be as bad &s it
was. He could have lned
comfortably with what he
got as a village munsiff, Of
course he might bave found
it occasionally difficult to
make both ends meet, But
be could have supple.-
mented his income by giving
private tuition and lived
contentedly.

But the trouble was he
had gone one step too far.
He had bandled Government
money and he knew gquite
well that even it employees
utilised what is not legally
theirs even for a couple of

- As for him there was no

PP VOVIDIVICTIVETVEVIVEIVIDIVIDEVWEN

[ & 3

moment the Revenue Officer

You played a game of only pretending,
You were to blame, and this is the ending,

After to-night we say * Goodsbye ”

1 gave you all, it seemed to amuse you,
Though in my heart I can’c bear to loss you,
After to-night we say ** Good-bye !

How can I pretend I'm glad that we are
Yet it seems that I’ve been made, but you’il

Here is my love, the last glowing ember,
Give me the kiss 1’ll always remember.
After to-night we say * Good-bya ”'!

VIV LIV VIV VIVIBEDGTD I

priation he would place bim under arrest. Luckily his
superior officer had given him previcus intimation. It
was a Heaven-sent chance and he must turn heaven
and earth and escape the infamy and incarceration that
awaited him.

Yes, he must turn heaven and earth to make good

‘the amount. Otherwise there was no hope for him.

For he knew quite well that none would come to his
aid or help him in his hour of need.

Yes, none would help himin his hout of need. Why
should they ? Had be not been insolent in his behaviour
towards most of them? Had he not insulted them when
they advised him not to fritter away his monies? Why
should they come forward now to help him ?

Only Rajambal was morally bound to make gooa
the deficit amount, He had spent not only that sum
but a lot more in satisfying
her cravings for jewellery
and sarees and the like.

But would she ? Certainly
she wouldn’t. And if he
went and told her that he
was broke, that the monies
he had spent on her were
not his, she would merely
scoff at him. If he persisted,
she would ignore c¢r scold
him. No, he must not lether
know that he was broke, Ha
must not allow her to realise
that prison awaited  him.
He had all the while bluffed
ber sayirg that he wasa
rich landlerd worth several

" thousands and that he could
spend what amount he liked
_withoot feeling the loss, He
must keep up the decept’on.
Only then would shke con-
descend to own friendship
with him. If she only knew
that he was a petty village
munsiff drawing but fifteen

13

parting this way? -

be sorry soms day,

e 2 o T3 4L ] Q.‘. VIV ITVLITIVOIVIT OIS IOV
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Tupees pet mensem she wou!d pot even admit h\m into -
her house. Yes, he should keep up the deception. That
‘was important.

Further there was no sense in acking her a thou-
sand rupees as a handloan. Money-grubber thatshe was,
she would flady refuse to comply vuth his request. He
must not let her know that he was in need. He would
go to ker as he had hitherto done and when she was
‘unaware of it rob her of a thousand _ rupees, Yes, that
was the best plan. : '

_ Of course robbery is worse than misappropriation.
_And if be was cacghtin the act of robbing Rajambal,
be would suffer greater iznominy. Ragavan at first re-
coiled from the idea of robbicg Rajambal, But socn he
realised that even if he robbed her he would be - perfect-
1y justified. After all he would be p]undenng only a
gobber. And that, only to get back what the other had’
depnved him of. Robhmg a person, even though she be
a womapn, to get back what she had depnved bim of was
perfectly 1ushﬁable. ) It mlght not be justifiable legally
" But law woald not get him back what he had lost. In
“the eyes of law he had made a preseht of Lis wealth to

Ra;ambal R PR L

A present} Ragavan laughed sarca.stxcally Was it

a prest nt?  No. He had been doped or rather bypno—

used He hadheena madcap temporarily. And an_

msane man” s acts are always nresponsxble ones,
- Yes, he mustroh Rn)amhal But how to doit?
He should continue to be fricndly with . her as. he had

been till then. - He must completely cover up. hxs ﬁnan-i

cial troubles.” He must not allow hér torealise that he
“was-a changed man. . He must make her thick he had

come 16 spend more and more on ber, - And then, when .

“he had createda fort of false conﬁdence .in_ her; be
ihould deprive ber ‘of 8 few j Vwels. e

Thus determmed Ragavan'got out of the train at .
‘kk hxm to: Ra]ambal’s resndence, She

¢ My love, how can | live away from you " re-

plied Ragavan, I could not bear the sight of my wife.
Somehow I ranaged to pick a quarrel with her, finished
my business as quickly as possible and caug.ht the next
train back to Madras.”
“ Ohb, how very kind of you,” Rajambal said.
“1 was feeling lonely and bared. 1 was eagerly aWa.lt-
ing yout return. Have you succeeded in your errand:”
** Certainly. Have you ever heard Ragavan fail in
anything he undertakes ?”’ the village munsiff boasted and
flashed before her a bulging mopey purse. The purse
was stuffed with scraps of papér and he knew their value

better than anyone else. But he flourished it so grace-

fully and proudly that anyone would be easily taken in,
though we cannot say whether Ralam‘)al was also de-
cexved )

Lxght refrebhment: over, they retired to thexr
chamber, ' There was only one interraption. It was
from a servant and Rajambal and he talked together for .
a few minutes in low and subdued whispers. “Then the

servant bade her good mght and vcent Lome.
L 2K

It was two in the night—or rather two early in the

next mornmg :
-~ Rajambal was fast asleep in her bed

In fact every one usually gets sleepy at this hour
and Ragavan who knew this had chosen it for puttmg

" inte excution his plan.

Slowly he got out of his bed and tiptoed to Ra]am
‘bal. He looked at her wxstfully enough for a little time
and was satisfied that she was fast asleep. Stealthily he §
pulled gut ® her necklace and unpinned the iron safe key '’
that was’ attached to it. ‘The iron safle was an old“
model one, with none of the modern combinations or at- 2

. tachments and Ragavan knew quite well that'if bheonly
gt got the key it would bé child’s play (o -open’ the safe.

He was nbout to walk back from het bed, the precious,
key in his hand, when a Shnll and sharp command stopd
pedhlm-«" ’ ;E

It had come irom Ra]ambaff T
' Stop, thief ! Stop where ‘you are, I have got yous

? covered and oue step o;' httle movement and - you ll be’

“a corpse,’ Rajambal sa:d es she ﬂournshed a smami
mstol menacingly. nt hun. P

" Ragavan had no ot‘her go but to stop. .

. *Now, j;hxow the. key on the-bed fmm where you
s!‘end -Iffyon ‘mbve ayour .hand “even ' ope inch hrther
thn.n s necessn'y. lll shoot t.nd shoot you hke 2 dog

R
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Ragavin threw down the key, He knew he was
powerless as long as ths held in her hand the business-
like pistol and he realised that Raj'am‘)al had beaten
him, ]

* Now, let us talk together for a few minutes,
before the police and before my men cime in and take
you to the place where you rightly b:long."

Ragavan kept mum, He was n3t in a mood to
talk. Andhe knew that he had nothing to say in de-
fe»qce. He had been caught red-handed and he could
vot bluff'her. Rajambal, though still very young, did
not easily allow herself to bz bluffed.

) “ Why do you keep mum ?”* she asked mockingly.
" Have you pothing to say—nothing to plead 2"
‘Still Ragavan remained silent.

** Oh, this is a new plan of yours, is it ? * What a

scheming head you have got ! Idid not believe what

- my servant said about you. But you should not hLave

stuffed your purse with bits of paper. It was that that

gave you away,” she went on. "

. Now Ragavan saw a chance to decewe her.
What I he e;aculated in well-feigned surprise. * Bits

of paper? But it was I who put in ﬁve hundred rupees

worth of ten rupee notesin it.”! - -

] “Don’t bloff me, darling,” ~sneered Rajambal.
‘Don’t think I am a fool and thatI-have been deceived

by all your bluffings. I kaow what you are, what you

are worth—in fact more about you than you yourself

" know, Are you not a village munsiff of Kalady ? Had

ycu not ancestral properties worth about ten thousand ?
You have recently either mortgaged or sold them away
for just balf the amount. And when you could raise
‘DO more money on your properties you began to
msiappropriate Government money. You spent away
'neuly a thousand rupees out of the taxes your assistant
had collected while you were ‘away here, spending your
time joyously. You went to your place to replenish your

- purse with any more taxcsthat might have been col]ec-
. ted, but found to your chagrin that none had been

realised and that the Reverue Officer was expected

: - in a couple of day. You koew quite well that you would

_be arrested for misappropriation if you did not make
__i”zood the amount. You could not raise it in your
- village as nJ one would trust you. So you have
i:»come down to Madrastorob me. Am I right? Is
| my system of spying good ?"* she asked.

- Ragavan was really amazed at the accoracy of her

" V'stutemerit and he confessed that what she said was the
.~ druth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
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She laughed, mockingly, menacingly. ‘' Ragavan,
I am sure you did the only wisest thing under the cir-
cumstances. Liberty is sweet and yoa must save it at

~ any cost, I admit. If you had asked me for a thousand

rupees, I would certainly have not given it to you. But
I am sorry I cannot show you any marcy. Yon have
been a clever fool and that is where you hava blundered
Now I must ring up the police and hand you over to
them. Pray be standing, with your hands raised up
towards Heaven while I 'phone for them. You can't
catch one unawares. The pistol is ready and ray
thumb itches ove: ihe trigger.”

And she made towards the telephone, keeping an
eye on him and holding out the pistol menacingly. She
took up the recsiver and was ahout to dial ths police
when Ragavan said, * Rajambal, pleass stop fora
minute. Listen to what I have to say.”

Rajambal p'aced the receiver back. '* All right,
will give you an opportumty to talk, But if you are

going to plead for mercy you had better save your
breath,” she said.

Ragavan was undaunted by what she said. * ‘ Yes,”
he b>gan, * even though you are determined not toshow
me an)f mercy, I kave to plead only for it.” What do
you gain by handing me overto the police? If you
th.ink that thereby you would be rid of one troublesome
friend, you may do so. But, I assure you, that if you
let me go scot free I would never again cross your foot-
steps. You know quite well howI am placed. I must
make good the thousand rupees thatI had misappropria«
ted for your sake within two days. If I don't do so, I will
be arrested and sent to gaol for a long period. Thete is -
no likelihood of my raising such a huge amount. I
thought of robbery ‘only because my position is des-
perate, If you hand me over to the police, the burden
of proof will be on you. You will have to appear before
the Magistrate and stand a tedious cross-examination by
my counsel. And I can escape by saying that you
have concocted this story against me. Remember there
are no other witnesses and that only you and I, the ac-
cuser and the accused are present. Why should you
put yourself to this inconvenience ? Allow me to go
away. Even if your desire is to see me in gaol, it will be

fulfilled in anotber two days. The Revenue Officer will - -

arrest me and [ V"" get a minimum of two year§ Now
think it over care.ully before you hand me over to the
police.”
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Rajambal realised that thsre was some truth in
what Ragavan said, If she wanted that he should be
arrested and put in gadl, there were others waiting to
do so aod to shoulder all the troubles and responsibili-
ties consequeat upon a pro:racted trial and procecution.
If che handed him over to the Police with the object
of safeguarding her riches, well, she had lost nothing
and Ragavan assured her that he would never again
cross ber path for another two days—and then of course
he would not have the freedo n necessary to annoy her,

~ Of course she remembered her -vow, taken years
and years before, to ruin as many families as she could
for having ill-treated her, for having outcasted and dis—
.. graced her. But had she not achieved her end in the
' case of Ragavan ? She had ruined him. She had invol-
. vedhim in difficulties, She had induced bim to go
. against the laws of the Government. She had brought
~~ him to a state when there was only one future—prison
- and disgrace. Why thould she proceed farther ?

 Of course she was presuming. that "he  would not
- mapage to make good the deficit amount. ' If he mana.

- ged to raise & loan, he would be able to ward off the -

" threatening jail-life. But even if she handed him then
i to the police, his imprisonment depended on the results
 of atrial. -Yes, in either case there wasa ray of hope
for bim. There was a likelihood that he might cheat
. the gaoler. Yetit was better to let him escape. Why
- "shoald she ﬁgure ina’criminal case ?

o "While ehe’ was thus makmg up her mmd, her at.

g Ragavan a3 cxrefnny as she did at the commencement.
- Ragavan was w.utmg only for such an opportunity. He.

et him o free or not and did not care to wait for the
tesults. . ”When he explained to her his real posttlon and
the, fumxty of handing him over to ths pohce. he had
dobe 50 on!y to gain time,The ODDOrtumty he had longed
!oﬁnd "éome and Ragavan was not slow to catch it

the pxslol she was havmz. 8!

iy ¥

" tention’ became slightly distracted. She did not watch -

dadhot know ‘whether he had managed toinduce her to

while carrying out the robbery he had planned he had. !
-commxtted murder. . | ’
' Murder! Oh God1l What a fool he had - ‘been

B He had stooped down to robbery to escape a few years
‘of incarceration. - And in his attempt to doso hs hz&
-committed murder—the worst crime in ‘the eyes of Go&
_acd man—an offence for which there was only one
o pnmshmenb-—hangmg! , : ; : i
~Hanging !, Yes, he would be hung and tbere were.é _
2 no extenuatmg mrcumstances whxch could be put fcu&E
gtﬁbefore she could cry out ‘ second tune ;: to plead for mercy, - He must escape that tert‘blc cn&. %
&R , 3o ch, he must cheat the hangman. ‘
schemmx little she de\nl.f he gasped bct-
o people knew that he had stayed in that. howse that
. pight—in fact only two servants. He could bribe’ them:
his . to gecrecy andsilence. . Then i ‘be: managed to hxk
' 'v"‘«‘/raway Ra;ambal 5 corpse 1o one wou!d be the wiser,

suddcniy he pounted on berandmatncemmaged to'
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end. He never thought of murder. He just wanted
to silence her for the time being so that he might get
away from that wretched house with what he had come
for,

But, just then, some heavy object fell on his head.
Suddenly he became dizzy. His grip on Rajambal loosea-
ed and the next moment he was lying unconscious o
the floor. ’

When Ragavan regained consciousness, he was
horrified to find himself lying over Rajambal. She
was dead—murdered. Her throathad been cut with a
razor and the blood from her wound had clotted. There.
were bloodstains over his own clothes—bloodstains of
Rajambal, '

Ragavan was horrified to notice all this. He
should have obviously killed her. He was not sure whe-
ther he had done so or not, :but the conclusion was ob-
vious enough. Otherwise how could she have lfe'en
murdered ? Why should bloodstains "be all over his
clothes? And last but not least, why should he be
lying sprawled over her ?

To say that Ragavan was horrified is to say the =+

least. Who wouldn’t be at sight of murder, when cir-
cumstances pointed to him as the murderer ? Ragavan

cursed his fate and smote his head in great grief. What -

a downward plunge a man is forced to ta.ke when once

he stoaps down to folly !

Because of his questionable mtnma.cy with Rajam-

bal he had mxsappropnated Government revenue. Be- . ;

cause he was afraid of the _consequences of - his mis-
appropriation he had stooped down to robbery. Apd |

—a?l\\u

" After all it would be’ easy enough. , Now very  few

5
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But how to get rid of the corpsa ? He could not
<carry it openly and fling it away either in the sea or
the Cooum. The sea might wash back the corpse and
the river would certainly give it up. Then there would
be the usual enquiry over the corpse, the police would
find out to whom the corpse belonged and then they
would put two and two together and arrest him. After.
wards it would be only a question of time. He would
some-how confess the truth and be sentenced to death,

No, if at all he tried to get rid of Rajambal, he
should send away het corpse to a distant place, where

it would not be possible for anyoae to identify her. He

should so contrive things that the corpse should become
unidentifiable when discovered.

What was he to do ? Ragavaa thought deeply for
a few moments. At last he concluded that the safest
plan would be to pack up the corpse, make itintoa
parcel of reasonable size and despatch itto a distant
place. In the train no one would think of the parcel,
Attention would be drawn to it only at the destination
where it would remain unclaimed- And there no one
would be able to identify it. He would disfigure the
face so well that even if photozraphs were taken no one
would be able toidentify it as the corpse of the once
beautiful Rajambal.

He stooped down determined to disfigure Rajam-
bal's face. He saw the razor with which her neck had
been cut lying on the ground. He took it up and gazed
at it in the faint light that emanated from the dying
kerosene lamp. It was besmeared with blood. Its bright
edges were ruddy. Ragavan shivered when he beheld
the knife.

Now where had he secured the knife ? How did he
cut herneck ? He racked his brain, but failed to re-
capitulate baving drawn out a razor. All that he re-
membered was Rajambal threatening him with a pistol
and his subsequent attempt to strangle her, with a view
to silence her temporarily, Then how did the razor
come there ? Had he really conmitted the murder ?
Doubt began to assail him but soon he set aside all his
doubt. - Between his attempt to strangle her and his

-subsequent discovery of her corpse there was only a
. blank. Perhaps in his unconscious state he might have

picked up the razor from somewhere and committed the
murder. Otherwice how was he to account for its pre-
sence there ? And more important still, how did Rajam-
bal meet het end?

Could anyone bave entered the house during his

' unconscwusness—someone who had a grudge against her-

and committed the dastardly cnme and arranged things
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so as to make it appear that it was Ragavan who hal
committed the murder ? 'That seemed feasible enough.
But the doors were all bolted inside. And Ragavao
could not make out how that mysterious stranger had
entered the house. And what was still more important,
how ha could have made his exit without leaving some
door open ?

But there was no time to be lost. The corpse was
becoming stiffer and stiffer every moment. if he was
to make her up into a parcel he should hurry up. Whe-
ther he bad committed the murder or not was not im"
portant. Circumstances pointed to him as ihe culprit
and he must somehow contrive things so tha: no sus.
picion might be cast on him.

And he took up the razor to disfigure her beautiful
face, But as he brought it dowa, his nervas broke.
He found that he could not do aught to mar
the bzauty of that lovely faze—no, not even to save hir
own skin. After all he had lived with her for more
than six months. He had loved her—nay, doted over

. her. And to suddenly make up his mind to mar the

beauty of her face brutally, well, no wonder he quailed
from the ordeal.

The razor lifted above her face, he stcod there
mutely gazing at her face. Yes, she was beautiful and it
was her beauty which had been her undoing as it had
been the undoing of several young.sots. God who had
blessed her with such a lovely face had not endowed on
her qualities which would have raised her above the
normal plane. He had made her a decigning woman,
with no sense of morality, and it was that that had
brought about her fall. Had she been chaste, Oh,
what a jewel of a wife she would have been! How
blessed the man who could have claimed her as his own,,
his very own. But she had chosen the wrong path.
She had proved faithless to her husband anl subsequen-
tly to many young men to all of whom she had time ang
again professed life-long fidelity.” Yes, even to him she
had vowed ina like manner and he had bzen carried
away by what she said. She looked so innocent and
vet so charming on those occasions that he had never
dreamt that such an innocent and lovely face hid a
heart so foul, so cunning and so designing. She had
lived only for money and had cared only for the luxa-
ries of life!

There are hundreds of our sisters in Indi# who lead

" a similar shameless life! Of course they may at first

appear prosperous, but suddenly and most unexpectedly
would come the blow., And it would b= a terrible one.

Shameless life is never paying—at 223t not 28 il pay-
ing in the long run, and ruin, uiter ruin and disgrace °
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- await them. Let them not crave for money. Let them
not subordinate evet(ythxug to cupidity, Let them give
- up the shameless lifz they lead, turn over a new leafand
prosper. They are all beautiful; they have the intelli-

- gence necessary to make them prosper. Why should

they stick to a bad life, please ?

Rajamba} had been bzautiful: she had also amacsed

wealth enough to keep her well off till death but look
at her end ! Murdered ! Her throat cut from one end to
" another, Had she been faithful to her legal husband
- this sad end would not have overtaken her, She might
‘ have lived bappily, blesced with a happy home, bonny
- babies, a loving husband—without cares and without
- any troubles. She could have lived stralght instead
- of leading a double life.

i Ragavan reehsed that he could not make up his
mmd to dxsﬁgure Rajambal’s face.. But he must not
let anyone know who she was. - And there ‘was only
'ﬁ"‘“ one way of doing it. He should mask it—mask it so
& eﬂechvely that it could not be torn away without
- pulling out parts of the face. And this he" effected by

- applying a thick coating of tar which was available in

the house ‘It was a-pasty liquid and s0 it easily stuck

. to the face. - A piece of cloth torn from his shirt pever care to do your work and keep the room clean.

.- effectively covered it. . Then he set about bundling her
. with [ thick rope. First of all he had to double her
“body and then to tie up the hands and legs to the
% trunk sothat the parcel might look tound A Brahmin by
bmh he was unaccustomed to blood. . Even the sight
ofa hen bemg slaughtered usually revolted bnm so much
that he would, vomit for days together. - He - would not
bear to ses evea an ant die,” And for him to do all these -
y geman. whom in all probab:hty he himself had-.
murds ted, weil, words cannot descr'be how Dauseating

But somehow? he sbould get thmgs done. ‘Other

t beld him to this xevoltiug work,

5. wise ‘h would ﬁnd lnmself .dangling in air. Aud it- was i
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" Hiring a coolie for carrying them, he returned
home. And soon Rajambal’s corpse was ready for
despatch by Railway Parcel.

Chapter 3

The Parcels Cletk at Trichy Junction sniffed-

avdibly as he opened his office room one memorable
morning. He thought a faint yet noticeable trace of
* bad odour emanated from the room.

He was not sure what it could be. Probably . some
foolish merchant should bave consigned some foul-
smelling chemical and it should have arrived at his
place over-night, he tbought.

Bt as soon as he opened the door the smell wafted
strongly against his nostrils—so strongly that he felt sure

" that there should be some rotten carcase inside. His

imagination extended only upto rats. He called out his
.porter and said; ** Porter, go in and find out what is
wrong inside. | am afraid a dead not should be there.”

* - The porter also sniffed and nodded concurrenze of
opmlon.

“ This is the result of having sluggards like you in
this «statxon." the burly clerk raged. '‘You . fellows

If you had done s0, there cannot be any rotting
carcase here to greet you early in the morning.”

-** No, sir,” the parter protested * Only yesterday ’

1 cleaned the room.

LY

“ Then you would‘_ not have doae. it mé.ﬁmy. :

enough. You should have left some corners with  the
result that I have to begm the day badly. I knew the -
moment & widow crossed me when I left’ .bome that
sometbmg bad would take place. " And this is the furst

By eﬂ'ect ‘of the evil omen. I don’t know what more are in
" store for me and whether 1 would at ell manage tc

 return home safely. o

“It was not my fault, sir, You oould have come

o t%he M}‘E Ra l 1 well ¢ en l Then' tothe office under better auspices,” put fn the porter,
i e . who ‘was obvxously afrnxd of the fat clerk R

ity and he was afrald ‘that” the- tat xmght have daed

from an ettack 0! that fenvepgdgmxc. IR

X ‘ The porter dxd notﬂmake _any 'attempts to’ obey.
lo seeure tbxs’he went:to 4 ‘I‘here was plague ptevalent in cettam qnamers of the -

% You must pardon me, master,” he pleaded, * but
1 am afraid of going in. The rat might have died of
plague and I am a family man “with five children, one
wife and an aged mother to support.” '

The clerk laugbed at this excuse. But he was
also equally afraid of contagion. He did not like the
idea of forcing tbe unwilling porter to do the an-
palatable work of removing the dead rat. Incaseit
turned out to be a case of plague and the fellow canght
the contagion, be would be blamed by one and all—
and especially by the higher authorities for giving a
dangerous work to an employee. Why, if the fellow
died, some briefless lawyer might take it into his head
to induce the widow to sue the Railway company for
damages and that would mean further trouble. Why
chould he place bimself in such an awkward position?
There were the sanitary staff of the city to bandle such
cases and they would not only remove the dead rat
but also disinfect the whole station and avoid all
contaglon ‘ .

Thus . resolved he reported to the stationmaster,
‘that a dead rat was in the parcels room and that worthy
in turn ’phobed up the Sanitary Inspector of the
divisior. A few minutes later the sanitary staff arrived
at the scene, armed thh buckets broom% and bottles of
phenyle. :

They went into the parcels room, covering up their
postrils with kerchiefs or towels, according 1o their
status, as the smell was so very repulsive. They
moved the parcels that were lying there this side and
that -and searched all “corners and crevices—but no
trace of the rat could be found.

Yet they dit not gi;"e up their search. 7That there
was some carcase in that room was obvious and again
they made a systematic search when they realised that
the foul smell did not ermanate from any dead rat but
only from a bulky parcel

The size of the parcel and the way it was packed
made the Sapitary Inspector suspicious. He wanted to
open and examine it, but the station-master told him
that they could do ) orx]y in the presence of a police
" officet. :

The Railway Sub-Inspector of Police was off duty
-as it was not the drain time. A servant went to bis -
_house. * Hastily ‘putting on his dress he arrived at
the scene and ordered that the parcel might be opened
ior «examluuon. :
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Ard when tho outer mattress was removed they
found apother binding inside. witk mattresses and
carpets formin 1 the cover, This was also opeoed and oh'!
how describe the horror of one and-all prese_nt when
they saw the contents!

Inside was the corpse of a womar=—in a highly de- °

composed state ! -

The fat clerk on seeing the cor[;se shrieked and
fainted away. The Sanitary Inspector gasped in great
wonder. The Station Master, a pious old gentleman,
closed his eyes, covered his face with his palms and
said, ‘' Oh Lord I” Even the Sub-Inspector was shock-
ed. Asfor his constables, they stood at attention,
gazing at the ghastly sight with wide-open eyes.

The Palice Officer was the first to recover from
the shock. Throughout his long service he had not
come in contact with murders and that this was a case
of murder was obvious toone and all. He had had to dsal
only with pickpockets and occasional accidental deaf1s
or suicides till then. But deliberate murder, God had
spared him that sight until then.

Yet Le knew what to do. He realised that as a
Police Officer who had made the discovery first, ha
would be put in charge of the case—at least until the
regular police took charge. Meanwhile he should - in-
form higher authorities and carry out what investiga-

tions he could.

Accordingly he bawled out his order to his consta.
bles: * Keep all away from this room,’ he ordered.

All withdrew at once—in fact they seemed re-
lieved to have been allowed to get away. Dut the
officer had not done with them., He drew out his
diary and jotted down the names of those present. " You
must not go away, pleass, until you have made your
statements. And then you would be required to give
evidence at the inquest. So please be somewhere
pearby and meet me when I send for you,” he told
them. ’ -

They all flocked away to the waiting room, there
to indulge in their own conjectures. Some of the theo-
ries they put forth would have provided an Edgar
Wallace with plots for several best sellers.

We need not enter into the details of the Sub-
Iaspector’s examination. It will suffice for purposes of
this story to give an extract from the report submitted
by the Railway Sulb.lnspector to his superior office,

-

(Continued on page 49)_
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; Cduntry Yokel (to policerran) * Excuse x.he,
but is this Piccadily Circus, please 2"

. The wife wrote from' fashionable hotel:
- Dear John, I encelose the hotel bill.”

John replied : “ Dear Mary, I enclose cheque Policeman: ** Yes!" ,
to cover the bill, but please. don't buy any more Country Yokel: < Then do you know the
hotels at this figure.” . time of the next performance?"”

% *
: Wlfe (in the mxddle of the mght) " Henry, ] . S :
you're talking in your sleep.” - Walter Haggard wants to borrow £ 10

Husband: * Well, I must talk sometimeg]® (romme. Islegood for that amount? '

oo _ * S R “Yer, with proper seourities.’

A newly-married couple were entertaining, ¢ What securities would you suggest 2
sad amongst the guests was one whose conduct ‘A chain, a pair of handcuffs a padlock
was rather flippant. and a watch dog.” -

At supper he held up on his fork a piece of e ' .

- meat which had been'served him, and in a vein : TS -
. .'of intended hnmour remarked “Is this a pig?"” gf;_—_?:; leo;k sv\\;gz:: :E:llll :::;;'?
‘ ) : © g0

% *To which end of the fork do you refer?” T a | .
- asked a quiet-looking man sittmg at the other " The
- end of the table
i,, .t""" o i _~.‘- -_'_ ‘*'; - ‘,,&‘. oo T
'~ . “Gracious,” exclaimed the young father;. for fifty pounds, I absolutely refuse to pay this
- “the baby has 3“3" eaten a l°" of that dog infamous tax. You are a robber, sir, a rogue,
‘bxscmt N A - ‘and a scoundrel. You ought to te ashamed of
i N ever mind,” rephed the young mo’cher ; yourself. You deserve a sound thrashing, and if
it serves’ deo rxght for he has often eaten - . Taken all that down, Miss Jones?”
aby’s food.” “Y y-yes, sir," she gasped nervously.
. "The big . busmess man breathed a sigh of

‘ rehef '

*« All rxght Just tear xk up and burn 1t. It
has done me good dmtatmg 1t” i

e g . f *

%% *I was informed yesterday that thoy think
.? of havmg tke whole police forcs vaccinated.” -
. *But why? They never cttch anytbmg

The big business man rang for his secxetars;.
**Take down a letter, Miss Jones,” he said,

I saxd you wxll soon’ have,your
T;bb pack, I am: gomg to advertxse in the

‘

B ﬁercely **Ready ? Re. your final demand note"
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The Raxlway Parcel Murder Mystery

(Continued from page 47)

The corpse is that of a woman aged between
twenty and thirty. She should have been fair—but her
face is not clear enough. Of medium stoutness, she is
only 4 ft. 10 inches in height, Neck cut by a"very sharp
instrument—probably a razor. Obviously murder should

"have taken place at Madras or its suburb as the parcel

was booked at Egmore by an Express train which stops
only at Tambaram after Jeaving the metropolis. She
is dressed in costly clothes. All new and no dhobie
marks about them, Obviously one who was well to do.

Her dress and petti-coat and the way her hair is parted

_make one suspect her chastity. In fact she di tinctly

appears to be a professional woman. The murderer had
coated ber face with tar, obviously t6 make it impossie
ble to identify her—but this should enable us to take a
good photo of her face—as tar is a good presérvative
against de;:ay. Packed in carpets in which dhobie
marks are visible, Should be a case of murder out of
jealousy orrevenge.”

'
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Chapter 4..

After be bad packed up Rajambal’s corpse Raga-

" - wan became calmer, He realised that if he was caught

or even suspected he would require a large sum of
money to save himself from the gallows. He had

- mothing of his own and he koew quite well that his re-
' sources were so very limited that he would not be able

-even to retain an ordinary Honorary Magistrate Court
- Jawyer to defend him.

*_ Further, he might be put to the necessity of brib-

' ing anyone who shrewdly enough guessed that he was
" _ iacriminated in the tragedy or who happened to notice
"~ him wheh he despatched the parcel containing the
:

ln order to meet all such obntingencies he must have

*_enough money and this he made up his mind to provide

imsell with., He knew quite well that Rajambal had

merely threatened bim when she said that either the

police or her servants would soon arrive thers acd
march him to the police station for attemptiog to rob her.
what she said was true they would have come imme.
diately after his apprehension, Considerablie time had
elapsed since thatfateful moment when he fell on
Rajambal and tried to wrest away ber pistol. And oo
one had come since then. That meant that no one
would come for some time more—at least not until the
morning when the servants would return to do their
daily work. So he could ransack the house and carry
away any loose cash or pronotes that Rajambal migh:
have kept in her safe.

Accordingly he opened the iron safe and foznd
about five thousand rupees cash. These he pocketted
leaving soma coins and pronotes in  the safs itself so
that his theft might not be discoversd. As for her
jewels, well, he should not touch them—not even with
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a pair of pincers.. Thenhe clcsed tl e <afe. ‘wiped " out
all fin e-prints from the ouis?de:and then and only then
~ attended to the removal of parcels, S
- Inall big cities, and especially in_Madras, there
a;é coolies. who spec_ié.lis: in the despatch of parcels,
Just give them the parcel and ask them t> despatch it
. ei\_.ther by goods or parcels trains; they would do so
v?jthout committing any misia!‘é,:even though they may
be illiterate. These coolies are mostly honest and can
-~ be 1elied upor. -

¥
T

But Ragavan was not bothered about their honesty.
Ir fact, he wanted the services of a dishonest man ard
* enlisted that fellow’s services for the qualification and
reputation he possessed for dishonesty. He asked him
j tqkdespatch the parcel by the early morning train which
:4*'f!éives'Egmore and kave him a ten-rupee note, with the

. .- order that whatever was left over must be ‘brought back - _ ,
~ paying off the taxi and went into his office room ghe

;:; ;‘IO him, ) i

“ . Of course Ragavan knew quite well that he would

" pot get back the balance of the money due to him and
.- in fact wanted that that fellow should prove a  cheat, If
il he pocketted the balance then he would never come
~ forward to give evidence about tle despatch of the par- .
c'ev'l and that ijras what Ragavan wanted and prayed
for . O Lohoo o ' -

" ~As wesaid already the parcel was despatched with- -
-out any difficalty and was discovered with equal ease at -
Trichy. Having thus disposed off Rajambal's corpss =
Ragavan hired a taxi and hurried to his villaigg—_—to

prove alibi if occasionarose. .

: Ti:a:ta"'xi whixfléd -him iv’py fast enough $o that he -
reached his village several hours before * the train" car-

rying the parcel and: went about demanding “taxes still *
in asrears,: representing that he had spent the ‘night

The villagers 'ui;_f_i:tf diﬂ'erent construcuons
of uty on the part of, the village .

S L)

 with what ‘be had -

to this

.- Rules, Ref, Chamber's XX dic. Any No, of eniries may

3
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alrealy paid her. Instead of feeling 'oﬁex;deid‘ at thes
in<imuations Ragavan merely laughed and said thai
they were all having a wrong notion ahout his clever
ness and that though he had given that wench some
money, he had done so only t5 giin her good-will “anc
subsequently to sdueeze out larger sums. from her ap¢
that he was the richer for having coatracted her friend
ship  They knew that if they pressed him for furthes
details he would only snub them and kept quiet.

* ] *
Immediately Ragavan’s taxi stepped in front of
their house, Kamala, his wife, ran up to the door anc¢
eagerly asked him if he had succeeded in his errand
And without waiting for his reply she proceeded to say

that his face betokened affluence and riddance of al
botherations, '

But when, after Ragavan entered his house after
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‘had occasion to laok at him more closély. This closer
observation made her realite that though outwardly

Ragavan scemed to be happy and gay, they were as.

sumed ones and that there was something that gnaw-—
ed at his heart. Womanly iastinct told her that her
husband should have done something desperate and that
it was fear that haunted him and marred his gaiety and
geniality. But she had no time to question him.
Immediat-ly after entering his offize-roon Ragavan
came out armed with the Bill book. Saying he would
return shortly after seeing some of the defa‘luters he
went out.

This, far from abating it, increased her fear, Why
_ should he have hurried out to collect arrears, with-
out even taking a few minutes’ rest? The bill coll-
‘ection cou'd have certainly been posiponed a few
minutes without jeopardising his position. Well :
there should b= some  other reason except the
desire to discharge his duties at once “that should have
prompted Ragavan to go out to collect arrears £07s00n
after his return 2 What was that?

Had he not realised enough to meet the misappro-
priaied amount or could he have gone " out to prove an
alibi ? Yes:that should be the case. Otherwise why
chould he have returned in a taxi—especially when a
iraio was due in a couple of hours? Yes, that should
be the idea; and if he was eager to est
ablish an alibi, it meant that be should have done
‘something criminal. What +had he done? Could he
have robbed Rajambal or some other friend or acquain-

" tance of his? That would mean greater ignominy,and
longer period in prison. His misappropriations would be
discovered in the course of invastigations and he would be
punished daubly on two counts, robbery and misappropri-
ation. Further Rajambal was a professional money-
grubber, a woman who would go to any extent to
enrich her coffers. It was 'quite unlikely that "she
would suddenly become philanthropical and lend him

 the amount he wanted. Yes, it was clear that he
shoold have robbed her. Otherwise how could he
have got sucha huge sum ? How could he have travel-
1ed all the way from Madrasin a taxi? :

But would Ragavan scommit robbery? Would ke
stoop to rob a woman? And the woman he loved, the

_‘soman. to whom he  had willingly presented what

“¥he wanted to rob her off. Though morally depravel

= Ragavan was born of a noble family andbad inberit?

. ed the grd quality of honesty. No, no, he would
s R N 'F"’;V;
PR
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never have robbed Rajambal. He was above such
petty thefts. She need not be afraid of hissafety.
She need not be anxious imagining things.

Yet, her heart would not let her await her husband’s
return with patience, lIler imagiration continued to
function with greater vigour. Ragavan had left the
place with notbing worthwhile mention in his pocket
aud had returned fairly affluent. That meant he should
have made some money overnight during his stay in
Madras. But nc moneylender would give him that
amount. And as far asshe knew he had pofriends or
relatives in that city who would or could give such a
big band loan. Therefore he should have raiced that
amount from Rajambal. But Rajambal was rot a
woman who would do so even il she loved Ragavan
with all her heart and soul.

S3 Ragavan should have raised the loan by violence
There were only two ways of using force : eiiher by
robbery or murder Ragavan would not comwit rob
bery. He was far too ncble for thai. Therefore he
should have cimmuel mu de’ inp order to gat at her
riches, Murder of _all crines! Oh, God!

We cannot describe the anguish with which Kama-
la spent -the time until Ragavaa returned after bis
perigranations. Every minute seemed an age ard
every new thought cnly incieased her anguish acd
seemed to thrust one more sharp nail in her heart.

At last tol her great relief Ragavan returned-home
with the usual para hernalia of a south Indiwn village
munsiff.

Kamala smiled him welccme—Dbat there was no
joy in her smil:. It was rlain that she was worried even
as he was. ‘When alone in the privacy of their room
she asked him point blank whether everything was O K.
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The directness: of her question and the anxiety in
‘her voice threw Ragavan away from his guard. ** Why,
why do you ask that question ? ™ he demanded,

* Your face and your joyless mirth tell me that
you are assummg an out-ward cheerfulness to which you
have no right, "’ she saxd

Ragavan scowled. He realised that even though
- he might hide his anxiety and the crime in which he had
taken part from the whole world he would not be able
to dupe Kamala,

~ Yet his mind revolted from confiding in her. When
Y secret s known to more than omne it
dwnys ceases to be a secret and if the other
ptrty who is in the know of things be a woman,
Weﬂ. he could vot think of a better form of publi-
_city. No womancan keep a secret and he koew
..that quite well. No, he must not tell his wife what
" had taken place atMadras. And yet he must not allow
,het to suspect anything wrong. Of course it would be
" easy for him to snub her and ask her to suppress her
mqmsmvcness. But that was not advisable. She would
be worned on his account and her anxiety will ussume
xreaber and greater proportions as days go by. She would
‘put’ two and two together and construct her own story
'“or, :worse still, she would give flight to her imagination
and might conclude things: which might prove detrimen-
“tal to his interests.” The best course to follow was to
pease her by some plausxble story. . And this he did,

Hq told her that - he had tobbed ‘Rajambal and
lhgppmedodto;usﬁfy his act. Then he told her
at thereby he bad implicated himself and that unless

x&detwbeonthasafos:do it was necessary that he

very . Xarcfnl ths Police. mlght artest him. In .

. whxch was gnawmg her heart.
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ture.. Andso, since Ragavan had admitted robbery and
since at the same time he. was attempting to hide =
crime he had committed the latter should be of a more
heinous ‘type. What is worse than robbery ? Ouly
murder. Other crimes more heinous than robbery do
not fit with the circumstances. This réalisa(ion gave
Kamala a terrible blow. . :
She was a duteous wife and she loved her husbard
as her life. She was not afraid of expressing her fears.
But she should do that carefully—without letting any-
one know- what she wanted to ask. Silently she went
to the front door and bolted it. Then she assured her-
self that no one eavesdropped, And when she had

satisfied herself, she went to the kitchen, and carried
in her hand two c¢ups of strong and steaming coffee -

which she had prepared in readiness for her husband
when he returned after his tax collection.

Meanwhile Ragavan was comfortably seated on an -
easy-chair and was funning himself.

Kamala placed the coffee before him and squattmg
on the ground began to cool the boiling beverage by
pouring it from ene vessel to the other And even
though it took nearly five minutes for the coffee to cool
down, she did not opea her mouth and speak even &
single word. .

“For she knew quite well that the hungry are easdy '

i*r:tablo. Her husband was hungry. And if she an.

noyed him wi_th" her suspicions he might become -

angry and either chastise her for her impertinence ot
shout out justifications or protessin loud tones, That
might be heard by outsiders and land them in difical-
ties. Andso she waited for him to finish his coffee.

When Ragwan ha.d druok  his coffee and was
chewing betel leaves, Kamala, who was standing closeby

" and giving himthe betel leaves after applying a this.

paste of chunam to each, slowly mtroduced the topec

I

‘- Dearest. you have not yet to!d me how ycn

',inonnzed to boodwink Rilimbﬂ and get at “"d’ “51‘-” '
she began. - ;

; Ragavan looked up :t her. f What do you mean ?

=~ T just now told you all about my " trip” to- Madras and
. how I managed to come away the ncher by a few thon-

Sanas," be protested.
;-Kﬂ:ﬁ& pretendad as i what he saxd : wns news to
! S

You’ newr iold meé
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anything about your trip to Madras except that you

w ere successful in it.”’

*“ No, I did tell you,” said Ragavan emphatically.

** If you are so sure on this point then it is obvious
that I must be wrong. I should have forgotton all about
the account you gave me. Yet ] cannot realise how I could
have forgotten such an important story. If what you
say is true then something should be radically wrong
with me and it is high time I go and consult a doctor
about the fickleness of my memory.”

“Iam afraid you should,” retorted Ragavan.
** Dou't you remember the warning 1 gave you—to tell
. any and everyone who asked you that I had spent the
pight here ? Have you [orgotten my advize so soon 7"’
asked Ragavan.

Kamala paus:d and thought for nearly a minute,
Then she put on the appearance of one who suddenly
remembered something that had slipped from his me-
mory till then. ** Yes, I now remember what you said,”
she remarked. ' But the other details do mot come
back to my memory. Pray give me an account of your
Madras adventures once again’,” she pleaded.

Ragavan complied with the resalt that there were

. several conflicting details between this version and the

one he had given previously. Artfully Kamala re-
<apitulated the old story and pointed out the discre-
pancies. And as she did so Ragavan visibly blushed.
He realised that his wife had discovered that! whkat he
was saying was not the truth, He guessed that her
forgetfulness was only a feigned one and that she had
deliberately deceived him by complaining about loss of
memory. If she had realised that what he said was not the
truth and if she had taken so much pains to bring home
to bim the discrepancies between his two versions, he
was perfectly justified in ascuming that she should have
also guessed that her husband was guilty of some worse'
crime than robbery.

_ Even as he thought so, Kamala removed all room

. for speculation by directly revealing her suspicion.
** Dearest,” she said, * why pervaricate ? Why don't

~ you tell me, your partner in life, the truth, tke real
“truth.  Why should you try to hide away from me
- what you have actually done at Madras to replenish
 your purse] I am afraid you should have gone to ex-

;’ygemcs‘to achieve your object. Can’t you tell me the
‘truth 2" Am I not your wife, -your wedded life com-

, Panioa?’ Am I not legally and morally entitled to half
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your sufferings ? To whom else can you confide, if nat
tome? Pray tell me the truth, let us put our heads
together and think of some really good way out of the
difficulty.

Ragavan remained silent. This frank outburst of
his wife had caught him when off his guard and be did
not know what to tell her.

“ My loving lord,” pursued Kamala Jundaunted by
his silence, *'1 guessed even when I heard your first
story that you were trying to hide from me something.
And since you admitted to having commited a robbery,
you should have taken part in something worse than
robbery. And in order to make you realise that I was
suspecting you, and at the same time to convincs
myself that my suspicions were well founded I feigned
forgetfulness and made you repeat your story a
second time. You know quite well how much it differed
from the first story you told me. So, will you be can=
did ? Am I justified in concluding that you have com-
mitted some worse crime than robbery ? *’ she asked.

Still Ragavan maintained silence.

Kamala went on. “Dearest, your silence is
ominous and it is more than a confession to me. Iam

" afraid my suspicions are well founded and that ycu

have actually committed a worse crime than robbery.
Please tell me that I am wrong and that there are no
sufficient grounds for my suspicion.”

But her pleadings di: -0t open his mouth. His
conscience pricked and he ¢ 1ld ‘not speak, He re~
membered all that had t«-e: place at Madras and
quailed from confessing his ¢ri~.e.

This confirmed Kamala's suspicion. She realised
that there was no use beating =about the bush, The

@ o s i B ol @) Pt el e e G

¢ SHAKTI CHARM

Our woild renowned * 8hakti Charm ' is invaluable to
all those who desire to seek the affections of their foved ones,
Your beloved will uandoubiedly become - attached 1o you,
within the shortest possible time, despiie being cruel-minded
or staying at a far off place, and never leave you if vou keep
’ this wonder{ul charia w.:h you constantly and at the same
@ time think of the ope you love best. This charm contains
in itself very special quzlities such as those which will win
" the favour of officials or masters and also togair victory

over the enemy. Thlis is a sure and certain charm, Remu-
1 neration Rs. 1-4-9 only. Postage extra.
!

Note:—Rs, 100-0-0 will be awarded as p:e to atyone
proving it inaccuratel

Manager

 THE SHAXTI ASHRANM
Post Box No. 21 DELHI.
+—-v—-b-—-¢-+-—=--—a—-e~v- S

ewfp.q—-h*ewdv-ﬂ#-ﬂ =

‘53



THE TATLER oF INDIA S

earher she knew the worst the better. She locked at
‘her husband straight in his face. ‘* Hubby dear, only

murder is worse than robbery and you. should hnve.

-murdered Rajambal,” she said,

- On hearing this direct ac~usat|on Ragavan sat bolt
upngbt in his chair.  Suddenly before his mental vision
‘rose a scene—Ra)ambal lying dead on her cot and he
lifting up a razor to disfigure her face. At once he
broke down. He lost his nerves and covering his face
with his hands began to sob like a child. :

Kamala at once nestled closer to him. Gently she
stroked his soft hair and tried to lift up his face. The
result was most unexpected. He caught hold of her
and  placing his head on his shoulder cried—cried as a
wronged boy would before his mother. Kamala did not
try apy more to subdue his grief. Her worst fears had
been confirmed by this silent admission. - They must
thirk—thizk cooly and face the future. This could be
done only if Ragavan was calm encugh. Usually people
in- great gr:ef become remarkably calm immediately
after an open dxsp!ay of their grief. ILet Ragavan cry

and cry to his satisfaction. That would leave him cool -

and collected. And so Kamala waited as her husband
contlm.ed to shed tears over ther shoulders. -

Thls demonstrahon dxd not leave her unaffected.
fconrse since that mormng she had concluded that
her husband  should be " guil'y of some grievous off-
ence " But that realisation had not prepared her for
lh;s adrmssxon. It had not brazened her for this chil-
gl_ish display of gnef and penltence on the part of her
f_;hnsband. Futther, ro woman® can keep her eyes dry
when shs sees some one else cry.* And if it be  some
*On ‘pear- and dea.r, well, tears will automatncally rise
1 in theu' eyes as'well and it. would be more difficult
tooonsole the sympathehc crier than the’ ongmal in-

- and made towards the door.

rd‘ivxdual Andso it i is no wonder that Kamala also'

‘- about Rajambal and her murdet., o
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the\police are waiting for me. Let me g3, he .said

-

Kamala had read enough. and had heard enough

about murderers to realise that persons in the mood iov
which her husband was . would walk to the police station
‘and calmly hand themselves over to the guardians of
law—to be tried and punished as they deserve. She
realised that if she let her husband go out, he would

"walk straight and hand himself over to the guardians of

law, and at the same time make a clean breast of what
he had done. ‘ T

This is the worst with murder. ~Other crimes do 7

not prey on one’s conscience as much as murder. A

robber or a fe!loa might commit any act of felony and
yet not feel the pangs of conscienze. Or even if his °
conscience pricks him he will be able to suppress it and
prevent others noticing 1t. - But that is not the case .
with murder. A murderer must tom tom his crime. .
He must hand himself over to the minions of law. His -
conscience would nat let him remain at peace even for =
a few moments. What gives this impulse to murderers -

is not known. = But the fact remains and Kama!a was
- . - 5

aware of it.

She realised that she must keep her husband inside -
the house for a few days at least. She must give him |
time enough to recover from the shock he had received
while murdering Ra]ambal -And she knew that bolted -

dOOIe would not suffice., A
" Kamala dragged back her husband wnth super

" human display of strength and pushed him back in the

easy-chair, She kissed him and gently stroked his face
and-chin-—thus to impart a sense. of nearness in hin.:‘1
And when again he strove to get up, she actually sat on,,:i

his knees and prevented him from domg 0. ;3
* Will you get up. and let me go out or not ?’ asked
Ragavan. = ‘.,

- Kamala laughed. “ 1 will sing for you a beautig
ful song, AfterI finish it you can, ‘go,”" she said. A

without waiting for kis reply or permxssxon she begaﬁ .

a melodious song. She sang it puttmg her whole life in |i
S0 that Ragavan could not but f orget for the . tlme bemg

© all about his intended visit to the police station. In fagt

the music was so very. exqmsue that he even forgg

Hipe

“‘Kamala thus shcceeded in avertlng an unmment

;‘tedanger. But she knew qmte well that the eﬁ”ect of her
‘song \vouid be only temporary ‘and thaf Ragavan would '

" (Continted on pagc 65) .:
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eracle of ihe ;‘
I Infra-Red Eye

Pictures takea with an exposure of half a second
in complete darknes-, clear pictures of distant objects
‘made taroagh mist so thick thit no hunain eye can see
more than a yard or two. pictures which show the
‘blan% pages cof old baoks covered once more with the
writinz that had fad=d ints invisibility ages before—
these are some of the marvals of the latest camera and
of a wonderful new photographic plate. writes Tit-Bits.,

) These wonders are produced by what is known as
infra red photography,

All of the colours that we can see are due to light
waves of differeat lengths- The longest waves to
which the eye and the ordinary photozraphic plate can
resposd are these which produce a dark red colour. Still
longer than thes: and quite invisible, are infra-red light
waves,

Fictures in the Dg.rk.

Light waves are exactly like those of wireless, ex-
cept that fh‘ey are very mu:ch shorter. We can com-
pare the'eye to a wireless set which possesses only one
set of coils, those which enable stations on the ** broad
cast” band io be tunedin. Such a set can never re-

ceive long-wave stationg, for it cannot be tuned to them,

_In the same way our eyes canaot tune in light rays
whose wavelength is longer than that of the colour
dark 1ed. Hence a room when flood2d with none but

infra-red rays appears to us to be in pitch black dark.

ess.

~The newest Ilford plate responds to these invisible

liéﬁt rays,” With it, pictares sharp and full of detail

are made in the dark. The camera sees clearly though

man is blind. - Oace again Science has achieved the
** impossible” ! ‘
“And there is muck more than this. Mist consists
of minute particles of moisture’ floating in the air.
\ Thése cause ordinary visible light rays to spread widely.
1f we cin see at alf throuzh mist, objects appear blur-
*ted. But the invisible infra-red rays are not diverted
.. by mist, - which they pierce alrnost asreadily as ordmary
«llght mwels through glass. '

Bad for Burglars, -

Duaring recent experiments Messrs. [lfard took two
distant photographs of Canterbury Cathedral oo a day
when there was a slight mist. In the first, made with
an ordinary plats, the building appears as a faint blar-
red shadow. For the second an infra-red plate was
used and the cathedral is seen as distinctly as if the day
had been bright and sunny.

Since there is always a certain amount of moisture
in the atmosphere long-range photography with ordi-
nary plates is not satisfactory. With infra.red plates
beautiful photographs of the Isle of Man have been
made from Cumberland, more than forty miles away ;
every detail of the French coast is visible in photo-
graphs taken from Dover.

The new photography willbz a very usefal ser-
vant of mankind. It will bz a powerful aid in the
battle against crime. A burglar can be photographed
automatically and :without his knowledge in the act of
rifling a safe, whilst the detection of {forgeries and
falsified documents is greatly simplified by the uncanny
way in which it shows up erased writing.

Mapping and surveying used to be a long and la-

- borious process. It is now chiefly done by means of

photographs taken from aeroplanes.

The Air Survey Company recently accomplished
in this way a survey of the Sudan in eighteen montks.
With ordinary ground methods at least ten years would
have been required for the work. But aerial phots
graphs to be of real use riust be takeu from heights-of
of about 20,000 feet, and in many parts of the world
have rendered it impossible to obtain clear pictures from
such heights with _ordinary plates. Tests with the

. new plates have shown that perfect results can be

obtained,
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MY DREAM

It was a sweet morn .
When 1 the forlorn
One was left alone
To lament and moan !
Sweet breeze was blowing
* O'er my sorrowing
Beside a river
In a fine weather.
The green earth smiling,
‘Bushes beguiling !
All things unfolding
Nature rich hoarding !
~ Within my hearing
" All birds were cheering !
O, what bright splendour
All of us over !
Flowerbuds peeping
7 My ceaseless weeping,
. Asif to enquir _
- ... Why grievest thou, Sir? "
:+ - What magic transpired
.~ When as | desired
- From my heart’s bottom,
My love with freedom
- Came to pacify -
My affliction high,
- *With her sweet presence
-+ +And words of ripe sense !
- 'Fore | untreasured
My * Self” enraptured ;
- Some most sudden force
To all these closed doors !
- All the same, my woe . -~
- Its end does not know! - -
- Aft’ thinking I seem .
To know 'twas my dream1 .

~S K. Badtha Chishti (Kot ddons;,
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TO PARK ONE CAR ON!

. One hundred and seventy yearsago amem-
ber of the Portman family fellill. The doctor
ordered ass's milk as an essential partcf the
diet. So difficult was this to obtain, however,
that the head of the family decided to keep his
own asses.

" He accordingly bought a farm. Tt cost
£2,000, and stretched just north of where Oxford
Street now runs. On it to.day stand the great
squares of Marylebone, worth a king's ransom.

" And so the estates of the family who have
been called London's second richest landlords
began. . B

Not far from Portman Square towers Mount

" Royal, 300 ft. long. One million pounds was-

paid for the land.
"' Only recently Mr. Hore-Belisha remarked
that a car parked in a busy City street occupies

.land worth about £20,000!

Who, then, owns all this valuable land

. which is London —hub of the world itself ?

The answer is: about 40,000 people.

’ STAGGERING SUM. )

"A few of the great landowners are still
individuals. Tho big trusts have not yet wrested

_ the ground from under their feet.

- Although - the L, C. C. is easily the largest
ground landlord, the Duke of Westminster's
three-quarters of a square mile of rich Mayfair.
makes him one of the wealthiest men in Eng-

]and. . )
~ A pleasant little pasture land called ¢ Ebury

Farm,” where the stately homes of Belgravia
. now stand, saw the beginning of the Duke of

. Westminster's vast gstates in Elizabethan timest

Cows grazed peacefully over the Grosvenor
family's fields.... Those fields, Mayfair, Mill-
bank and Vauxhall Bridge Road, fetched the

- staggering sum of £20,000,000 a few years ago.

1 The Duke is a kind and generous landlord.

- He proved this in 1929, when the Thames over.
! "ﬂov?edits ba nks
“Thousands of the Duke’s Millbank tenants

suffered heavy damage. Furniture wasswam.

yed, ih&n‘és ;were flooded. and many families
8 : 57

had to evacuate for afew days. Sothe Duke
repainted houses and replaced ruined furniture
at his personal expense.

It you live in Wandsworth vou may be
interested to know that lalf a square mile of
your fair borough telongs to Magdalen College,
Oxford. Aunother college —Dulwith—possesses
two whole square miles of London.

Yet London isa big place. Men like Lord
Forester, Mr. H. T. B, Barron, Lord St. Germa.
in and Sir Spencer Maryon Wilson all own over
a square mile and.a-half each. The values of
their holdings fluctuate, but at any time would
be big enough to start and equp a small navys

£150 A I'OOT‘ '

Another peer, Lord Howprd de Walder,
sometimes called London's richest landlord, has
an income of nearly £500,000 a 1’ear. When he
sold only 40 acres of the West {End recently he

"was paid something in theneighbourhood of

£3,000,000. Yeta 40-acre garden in the country
might only be worth a paltry £200.

However, huge as these figures are, a few

years ago. a square foot of Wall Street, Now
York City, fetched £1501! . ,

A square foot; barely enough room to stand
upon! This is probably the highest-priced piece
of land in the world. ’

A £30,000 Irish Sweepstake winner could
not buy very many feet of London. For instance
Regent Street, whichis owned by the Crown, is
worth some tens of millions of pounds.

We have been talking of one square mile
and a fortune attached, but the Dukeof Suther-
land owns a thousand square miles of territory.
Most of it; however, is moorland in the far north
of Scotland, and its value is comparatively
small.

You can buy beautiful land for a song there.

Yet a few London’s biggest landlords could
buy Madagascar, largest island in the world. It
has been offeied for £70,000,600.

Enormously 1{ch minerals as it is, it is
startling to reflect that one of our city's streets

is worth more. - ~“Everybody’s Weelly.>
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By M. RUSTOMJI

* WkEere are the membersof Hollywoou's famed
| " Suicide Squadron” an organisation of mcvie stunt
Biers originally called the ‘ Thirteen Flying Black Cats’
~and now more formally known as . The Associated

" Motion Picture Pilots ? ,

, This was the question on every lip as- dare devil

.. flying stunters and World War aces assembled recently

. at Trimumfo airport for ‘thrilling air battles in

" Paramount’s “ The Eagle and the Hawk.

A check by Captain Sterling Camptell, itechnical

- director for the film and noted flying Corps of the Royal

“weterans . revealed that fifteen of the original members

of the égrps had died since the production of * Wings, "
welve are engaged in the filming of “I'be Eagle and

‘she'.Hawk. *" -and eight are present between pictures,

. Some _of those dead were Ross Cook, Leo Nomis,

" Prominent liviog members are Dick Grace, president of .
the squadron, Ira Reed, Earl Gordon and Dick Rinaldi. -

* Engaged inthe filmof * The Eagle and the Hawk "
;ué:Bbg‘ateytﬂ-Rdg’e'r‘s‘,‘nuthbf of the screen play, Carlse
Smith and Captain_ Campbe}l, technical adviser.

"“The story, Paramount’s most f@;houé .and preten-
lous eir picture, in some years, features Fredric March, -
Cary Grant, Jack Oakie, Carroll Lombard and Sir Guy

’Esk:ma' - produced by"«.vthév"Ainéficin :»Piétntes .
as filmed at the Arctic’ Ocean to bring out the full -
of the snow and ice. The film ** Street Scene™ was’™
“first picture to_ be produced st a stretch. - Other -

A
5
* was considered as superb and excellent. Her_ acting in é

. Solentific Gold” Jewellery, %

pictures bave their end produce.d first and the beginoing
produced at the end. Glycerine has been used by
American . directors 1o bring out the real eﬂ'ect_of the
tears. Glasses have bsen forbidden by the foreign film
producers for they have a tendency to reflect aud spoil .
the scene. A special machine has bezen constructed to
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produce a gust of wind and this was made use of first

in the flm of

* The Gay Madrid. ” . Paramount s

produces 75 films a year and spends £ 45, 000, 000, ¥
after them. But tkey sitand consider what it would °

cost them to produce a certain film. The best music to
be screened was in *‘ King of Jazz. ”

e
R

Miss GOHAR '

This actress of the silver screen was born oa 19th
February at Lahore.. When she was young'her ambition

: ~'was to become a film star. She determined to gointo -
Al Johxﬁoﬁ, Lyn Hayes, Roy Wilson, and Virgil Cline, training and engaged a tutor to teach- her pure Urdu. -

This she studied for two years and then one day she
decided to go*and ask for a part in a local studio, With
great difficulty she was able to obtain one, Her role
in * Gun-Sundri ” brought her in the public eye and

'she was recognised as a talenicd star. Her mottois .
" " study the art and’act.

D . .
" Some of her pictures are .

** Chandra mukhi,” " Devi Devini” * Kadha Rain.* :
The role of a beggar in her recent film '*Bhikharan’*

* Divani -Delavar, ”,* Rajputani® and * Mouvntain

Maiden - have been praised beyond words by th2 film
critics. - Her latest il n ** Barrister’s Wife ** has broken’;
early records for Jong runuing. R %i

i.
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RO\IANCE OF THE ')MLY HEMRLD"
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‘Twenty years ago Fleet Street 8aW a new

oy fda.dy newspaper launched on the  flood of rivai .
“‘newssheets already competmg for the penmes ’

- of the British publis.

s : The *Daily Herald® of those days could
y never have been expected to achieve the status
“of the first and only certified dally net s.ale of .
"-,'more then two millions,

%% When Long Acre, home of a great national -
Sunday newspaper and - countless .weekly and
““monthly papers took the * Herald » out of Fleet
" Street it was a little paper with asale of ap-
proximately 230,000 copies. Mr. J. S, Elias, the .
presiding genius of Oldhams l:'ress ‘Limited,

decided that itshould emerge in its new enlarged
form mth a net sale of one million copies . -

A little man, far-seemg, decisive with - a °
gift for organisation. Such a description fits Mr
Elias. The modern Napoleon of the Press carned
outhls decxsxon to the letter. s

eadxly month after month the certxﬁed
galesof the ™ Daily Herald " crept upward. It
ed the ** Daily Mail.". The newspaper world -
gasped: Tong Acre was calm. . * On to the two
million” they said. The “Herald » went on past
€ ixau the 1mmensely popular ‘Daxly Express

'I‘he aper ‘has won respect as well as adrm.
n polxcy and presentatton is mtelhgence
balan" d: in its news service reliable and ‘sane;
features andreader-attractnous brxght thh-
out being: ﬂxppant or. bxzarre Gl bR
sed for a smgle issue of the
wou!d stretch half way ACross |
’chan' Two hundred and thirty

Two Mllhon Clrculatlon

=y two xmll on cu‘culatlon-—have poured steadily in,

only an increase to twenty pages or more com-
pelling an appropriate increase in all supplxes

- PALACE OF rnnw'r
But a word about the great ‘ palace of

_print’’ in which the sovereign paper is born and

reborn scores of times a year,

The * Herald " bmldmg is a masterpiece of--

modem methods, mecbanlsm and construction

from a day's emercrency supply of water stored;
on the roof to lifts that fly at 300 feet a minute
with loads of 4.0001bs, without attendants. The
whole site covers an-area of nearly 12.000 souare
feet, with a floor sqace of nearly 50000 square:
feet. - On the fifth and uppermost floor is the
process {or blockmaking) department; on the
third and fourth the composmg and mouldmg

- departments.

The Elitorial offices bfanching off a ceiﬂ:ra[
7 corridor on top second floor are models of space-

oxfganisatibn and efficiency. Double windows
deaden the roar of the street and the creed and
“tape” rooms and phone boxes are absolutelf’
sound-proof o E’;

t i
On the ground flosr is the: warehouse thhé

'over a hundred feet of frontage and beneath

this the press room, very much like the mtaerxgr
of a battleship constructed entu'ely of steel
cheque plates ( SR g

N owin thxs masswe home watch the & Da.xly
He:ald " go to bed! . ”

All day long qmckly eﬂiclently to-morro

¥

¢ Daxly ‘Herald’ has been planned Reinforce.

ments of paper, ink and oil—the ammunitionof a

5_8—-35 '

| u_‘
1
?,
§

5—8—35

The feature rages are complete the early
news pages arranged, the rdvertisements allotted
to their positions.. Reporters and photographers
are out on their quests and errands. Special
<correspondents at- home. and abroad have recei-
ved their orders by ~phone, wire and wireless,

- The news floods in spurning space and dist-
;ance crossing - continents in its stride. China,

~.Japan, Australia, India, Egypt they are as

near to Long Aore as the house next door!
Kiot\ or regal pomp, murders or marriages, zn
-earth-quakae or an abdication, if it happens
the ** Herald ” hears '

The great news agencies, the Press Associa-

. 'tion, Reuter, Central News and British United

Press speed their almost ceaseless messages

from home and abroad. The ‘Herald’'s’ own

correspondents, in the world's capitals in
Britain’s town and villages are likewise vigilant

and alive,

'THE TATLER OF INDIA

An army of journalists re campaigning in
earnest, Everv issueof thp ‘Herald' must be
the issue. Yesterday is dea{. and to-morrow is
unborn! Every ounce of endrgy, initiative and
vision is directed on to—day ten the minute that
isin hand.

The News Editor a glutton for news never
to be satisfed grasping in a flash all the world
has to tell him—and bemoaning the lack to the
little more! The Foreign Editor with his fingers
ever on the pulse of events and people abrc  d.

And then the *“Chief sub” presiding over
his sub-editors—the men whose names you
never will know—the men who sort and sift
and shape the news you will read to-morrocw
giving it the headlines which will whet your
appetite.

So the news steadily pours in—the news
that is the blood in the veins of a grent news.
paper.

The reason for this is obvious.

bound to find a market.

cxpal
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CONTRARILAND

""?wheré women Wear The Trousers

It is usually clauned that every fifth human
hemg isa Chme:e:E Actually the pfrop;rt\x‘o:r ll;
ggreater for the total populatiom of t Oeoo ooy
'is . probably slightly u nd er 2,000,000,000
:‘ whilst . there are “well  over 400,
Chinese.. The Chinese are the world’ s mystery
people. Though their members were probably
a.lmost as great hundreds of years ago as thezl'
{are to- day, they have never colonized. Instead
“they built a mighty wall round their country alrzl
eut themselves off from the rest of the wor

Thls is Just one ‘of the contrasts that

'_f'vErfen in the Ume of Queen Elizabeth, when
‘the r)opulatlon of our islands was little gre:}telnt'
ihan that of modern London, our people fe
e need of elbow room and began to colonize. .
» e Chmese remamed W1thm their ring. fence
 ntil recent times .no " * Forexgu devxl
'1i1'>wed into then' country ‘

Cofﬁns MeamComfort

1 frorn the Arest of the world the

ex‘st between the Chinese and other peoples._

Ved manners and customs that ina.

horse from the left side, the Chinese from the
right. Our writing runs from left to right and
from the top to the bottom of the page; the
Chinese goes from right to left and from rhe
bottom to the top. Gloomy black is our sign
of mourning; if you meet a Chinese garbed

" completely in white, this indicates that he bas

lost a near relative. The surest way of com-
forting an invalid in China is to place his coffin
beside his bed and to tell him what a magni-
ficent funeral he will have.

Deputies for Death

A Chinese condemned to death can osuaII)
“obtain an understudy, if he is wealthy enough
So long as somebody’s head is cut off the law
is satisfied: As an Irishman put it, the Chinest
" have got so used to bemg killed that they don

mmd now.

For many years China has been convulse
by civil wars: Soldiers of all armies wear the
same uniform, the distinguishing marks being
coloured armlets. This idea makes it easy tc
_be on the winning side when the battle is over

or even a little before

When a Chmese dies he must be sure of tak

* ing with him a house, a retinue Of servants, a

well as furniture, horses, and money for use-i1
the other world.  Elaborate paper models art
burnt at the graves1de as well as sackfulsf o
paper or cardboard money. The agebof

Chmese is reckoned from nearlya year befori

hi
he makes his appearance in t
the tlme When arded as dead untﬂ threl
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At an hotel ina popular holiday resort.
ministers are allowed special rates during certain
reriods of the year.

One minister .was somewhat surpiised on
arriving at the hotel not to see any brother
clerics, and asked a maid if there were any in
residence.

“ Yes, sir,” she replied, *there are several
ministers here, but they just look like gentle-
men.”

* * %

He—+*Thisisa quxet spot. I'd like to pause
here and rark.”

She—¢ You mean you'd like to park here

and paw, but you're not going to.”
* * »

Asscon as Mr. Jonessaw Mrs. Chippleigh
coming up the garden path, he fled to his study
and left his wife to her fate. Half an hour later
hearing a door shut, he went down and put his
head inside the drawing-room.

*¢ Has the old crow gone ?” he asked.

*“Yes, dedr ” said his wife. * About an hour

ago, and now dear Mrs. Chlpplelgh has called.
Isn ‘'t it sweet of her.”
r * *

“ Let me kiss those tears a.way, sweetheart ”
he said, tenderly,

She fell into hisarms, and he was very busy
for a few minutes. Butthe tears flowed on.

© “Can nothing stop them?” he asked
breqthlessly,-

““No,” sho murmured. It’s hay fever; but

~€arry on with the treatment.”

* - * *

L ,Clara (a dentist's daughter)—" Well, dear,
rhave you asked dad for my hand yet?”

- Henry (very bashful)— No Every time I
stop into hus office 1 lote courage, To-day 1
allowed him to pull another tooth.”

[ ]

“You know the smallest thing upsets my
wife. Why, last night:she was doing a cross-
v oord puzzle ani she said to me, *Jim, what isa
female sheep?’ I answered ‘Ewe.’ and she
immediately burst into tears! *

o * *

A clergyman noticed a woman pushinga
prara up a steep hill and volunteered his assist.
ance, which was gratefully accepted.

When he had pushed the pram to the top of
the hill he said: “No thanks at all, I'm
delighted to help you—but, as a little reward,
may I kiss the baby ? ”

*“Bless the boy. sir,” said the woman, it
isn't a baby——-xt’s a dozen of stout!™
* *
She came to her husband in tears. “T've
been insulted! » she sputtered. * Your mother
has insulted me.”

o My mother? ” he exclaimed. * But, Alice,
she’s miles away,”
“Iknow. Buta letter came for you this

morning addressed in your mother's hand-
writing and I opened it.”

He looked stern. *“Isee. But where does
the insult come in 9"

Alice wept all the more. ¢ In the—the
postscript,” she answered, “it said: Dear
Alice, don't forget to glVP thisletter to George.”

*

¢ Ny wife is always plessed with the latest
wrinkle.”

“So is mine—providad itisn't o1 her own
face’
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The Ranlway Parcel Murder N!ystery

¥ * {Continued

<oon remember all about the crime Ee had committed.

In her heart of hearts she thought and hoped that her
husband had not actually murdered Rajambal. Ragavan
might have become a moral bankrupt. -He might have
stooped down to any crime —bat no, not to murder. He
was a Brahmin—a Brahmin born of a noble family—
4 Brahmin with a soft heart—a Brahmin in whom
cven the sight of blood generally produced nausea. Such
a person would never commit murder. Aand Kamala

“hoped that that would bas the case with her husband,

Therefore she wanted to hear what had actually
taken place. She wanted to find out whether there was
some_ way of explaining away the crime—if atall a
crime had been committed in reality. The slightest
discrepancy and she would make it assums an enor-
mous size and convince her husband that he was in-
nocent. Even if she failed to find out a good ground
for explaining away the crime, the narration would ease
her husband a bit and thereby divert his thoughts from
the police.

_ Accordingly she cquatted firmer on his knees in

spite of his protestations and requested him to narrate
the whole story.

Ragavan did so and Kamala shrewdly realised that
there was a very big flaw in the story of | the crime.
Her.husband had becomre unconscious while he was
4rying to wrest away the pistol from Rajambal’s hand
and had regained conscience only after she had been
murdered. Of course the circumstances pointed to
Ragavan as the criminal. In a court what he had done
woald have sufficed to convince even the most hard-
boiled jury. But he was not then before a tribunal of
justice. He was only before his wife, discussing with
ber about his crime. And the story he narrated con-
vinced her that Ragavan had not committed the . mur-
der. .

* I am sure you are not guilty.” Kamala told him.
** You were wresting away the pistol from Rajambal,
And while both of you were struggling, something heavy
fell on your head and rendered you unconscious. What
that heavy thing was you cannot say. You did not
notlce it when you received the blow. Neither could
you find any trace of it after you regained your con-
science. That thing could not be a brick or beam or

a

from pa,ge 54)

l
iron rod that had become dislodged suddenfy fram the

building ot from where it was kept. Therefcre it should
“be somcthing wielded by human hands. iAnd imme-
diately after rendering you unconscious tglat intruder
"murdered Rajambal, put your body over her and then
with his heavy weapon made good his escape.”

* How can you say he is the orly person respon-,
sible for the murder ? Could not I have done it while
I was unconscieus ? What about sommambulists ?
They do wonderful things in their sleep walks,”’ pro.
tested Ragavan.

Kamala smiled. * You were not asleep, my dear,
when the murder was committed. You were only un-
conscious, Unconsciousness is quite different from

" somnambulism. A somnambulist may walk or murdex
or do anything. But an unconscious person can do.
nothing. Ia somnambalism only the senses are uncons
cious but the limbs are awake. In fact, even the senses
are only partially asleep then. Butin an unconscious:
state everything except the heart ceases to function.‘,"
You could not, therefore, have committed the murdeg
while you were unconscious.” '

Ragavan was really surprised at his wife’s ver- ‘4_
satility and ingenuity. Till then he had never had oc.
casicn to notice and admire tnese,, Now he realised
how clever she was and regretted very much that he
had not consulted her earlier, There was both wis
dom and truth in what she said, *' No. certainly he
could not have murdered Rajambal. He was sure of
that,"”

Buat he had been an accessory to the crime, He
had tried to dispose off the corpse without brinzing it to-
the notice of the police, which every layman is evpect-
ed and munsifs are bourd to do. He had abetted the
crime and even though he might escape punishment
under the first count, he was sure to be convicted under

the second item.

Ragavan realised the foolichness of what he had
done ounly when it was too late. Of course he had
taken all the trouble to dispose off the body only be-
cause circumstances were against him and pointed to
him as the perpetrator of the dastardly crime. In fact,
ke bad himself thought that he was the guilty party—

AR



that he h:mself had comrmtted the murder. It was this
’ fear that bad prompted him to disfigure Rajambal, dis-
" figure her face, pa.k her and send her away as u parcel
"~ to Trichy. ~ But what was the use of thickirg what was
: past? If he were destined fo undergo imprisonment on some
Vcoimt then he would certainly be forced to undergo it.

) - Buti m his gloom came & ray of Lope. He had
f,,.j"feared that he might be sentenced for misappropriation.
" That danger was -averted. He had made good the
© " smoact he had defalcated. Subsequently the fear that
' L2 might be banged for murder worried . him. In the
 light of what his wife said he coacluded and felt con-
ﬁdeni that he would escape the gallows. Two dangers,
-“-two coavictions he had or rathzr his Fate had induced
L hini to get over, Now tnere was only the third off
.{.5-‘énce. " Perhaps Rajambal’s ‘corpse might not be dis—
[ coveted or the police might fail to trace to him the

‘to ‘cheat the gaol

.- These thoughts and the reali sation that he- had not
cotnmzttfd the murder removed his mad desire to rush
e pohce and mform them of what had taken place.

Kamala was glad that her efforts had borne some
fxood effect, -Now that she had pacified herr husband
;,aixdfﬁr'ought him nndér control, she could device some
mear ofsafeguardmg him, : : -
q;hought ‘that her hn;band could not have .com-
sitted the ‘murder. ; Of cource circumstances pointed
hun as  the culpnt—-—yet the charge against him could '

parcel In that event it would bz possible for him yet -

uihepmved. Bat what Were they to do atthis
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discovery of the corpse parcel. -They concluded their
report with the stateme it that the corpse had not bcen
identified anithat investigations were proceedmg

- The very next day came the long-nwantzd blow,
The corpse had been identified as b:longing to one
Rajambal—a professional woman living at ...... St.,
Madras. The-police had stropg clues and hoped that
they would be able to make an airest in a few days.

Ragavan realised that the cat bad been let out of
the bag. Soon he would be caught and put in gaol. As
we said, the circumstantial evidences ‘against him d:fini.

. tely pointed to him as the murderer, and once caught he

was sure to be hauled up on a charge of murder.

Could he give himself up to the police ? It was now
too lateto doso. 1f he had been wise; if he had only
retained his mental equilibrium he should
and would have made_a clean breast of the whele aflair
to the police immediately after he had discovered the
crime. Butsicce he had packed and despatched thz
parcel, that wou'd be a foolish course to pursue. He

“could not deny complicity—at least not in the disposal
of the corpse. There were sure to be finger prints on
the corpse and perhaps 3n the rope with which he had
bound it. Furiher, it would be easy enough for the police

-to trace out where he had purchased the mattresses with

which to pack-up the body. And stroogest evidence of
all was that of the coolie who had despatched the parcel.

_The Parcel’s Clerk at Egmore - would early give infoma.

‘tion as to which coolie had despatched the parcel. Then
it would be easy enough for them to trace out the fellow
—in fact quite easy as "the Parceal’s Clerk would certa’ g
nly know and remember a npotorious client. Once*
caught the ‘coolie would certainly give Ragavan awayj

» Yes the pohce would soon place him vnder arrest:
_There was no sense in giving himself up withent a stmg
gle He must fight for liberty, sweet liberty, Luck:ﬁ

_the Revenue Officer had come and gone, The acc:ux,‘.

had been strai ght and he had expressed satxsfactxon :it
- the efficient discharge of duty on the part of Ragavan
He had no work fcr another three months, The bgst

“- course, to pursue was to run away and hice h‘mself

~some safe place. . - g‘ :

bKamaia thought hkewxse. , Raaavan knew that if

: hnrnvas caught. thh the money he Lad robbed Ra;amba.l
7 “of, it wonldgo worse agamv:t hxm. And what was worse,

‘would be conﬁscated. -z He must keep it for futare

““nse—for hns defence and the hke, 1f he was apprehend-
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‘ed. Retaininz only a few rupees for his immediate

.. pocket expenses. he gave the rest to Kamala, ** Keep
inié'nmount with youia a place where the police cannot
lay their hands. And use it for my defence. if I am

“arrested ™ ke said.

“1 will make mycelf scarce—it
may bz for myuihs, or years as is necessary. I will not
seck to communicate with you unless' I am sure my hid-
ing place would not be fouad be:ause of that. Butif
anything bad happens, you will certainly hear from me.
As long as you don't receive any letter, you may rest
assured that I amsafe. You can utilise as much as you
like for your maintenance. Now, let us part.”

The parting scene was a heart-rending one. Kama-
1a and Ragavan had not bzen on goad terms for a long
time, He had preferred the companies of immoral
women to that of his wife, At last, sudcexly, he had
realised the worthlessness of such compary. He had
begua to realise the value of his wife. He had under-
stood that ske was as intelligent as che was charming
and was glad that he had bzen blessed with such a
jewel. But the realisation had comz rather too late,
Just when he longed to live with her, just when he had
become penitent for his disloyalty to her, had come the
recessity for separation. And his heart almost broke
at that,

" As for Kamala, she felt the blow more keenly than
.even her husband, Of course it was inevitable that
they should separate, But had they not been brouvght
‘together before this, they would not have felt the
-severity of the blow =o keealy. To be parted just when
‘they had made up a long quarrel, juét when they had
begun to appreciate each other’s conpany, Oh God, it
was unbearable,

Ragavan ardently smbraced his wife and gave her
a long and memorable farewell kiss. Kamila had never
‘before been kissed and this opened to her a wide vista
‘of connubial bliss. She clung to him feverishly and
kissed him with all the psnt up love of a virtuous young
wife. She could not brook to part from him.

Then and only then did .Ragavan realise the

~ pature and sweetness of a real kiss. Of course he had

‘ been kissed before. several hundreds of times, but they
were all given te him by professional women. They

k lacked the tint of love which alone can make a kiss

‘sweet and enjoyable. They had bzen bestawed on him,
not out of affection, not for his beauty or strength or
Jave, but for his money, and they had the tinge of false-
."hood about them, But Kamala's kiss was pure, sweet
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and motiveless, And he kissed her back with greatet
ardour than benre.

Thus they k'ssed each other several times uml
cnly a few minutes was left for the next train. Ragava
freed himself from Kanala with great difficulty and
giving her sone parting advice took leave of her. But
while at the door hej turned back and, lo! the next
moment the two welg
and loving embrace‘;‘

I - . . °
§{ 2gain inter-locked in a warm

At last it was Kamala who realised that this should
bes brought to an ead. MHer husband would misc the
train and that should not occur. She was ‘afraid that
any moment the polica weuld arrive from Madres and
arrest him. She dried the tears that were profusely
falling from her eyes and said, * Now, my loving lord,
you cannot wait any longer. We will meet urder hap.
pier circumstauces, if God willsit. Good bye.”” And
saying this sh2 gave him a last kiss, which was dul-
reciprocated.

Then Ragavan took his Iea{ve.
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I\amata stood at the gate and watcaed bim *rush
ﬂom towards the Railway Statioa until a tummg in
. the road hid him from her view.

7% Then she returned to her kitchen’ and prostrating
< before the pictore of Rama, which she worshipped
' dmly, prayed for her busband. On & previous occasion
abq ‘shie had douve so aud her rejuests had been heard.
" Ske pnyed ﬁmt the same leniency r:nght be shown this
hmé as well,

Prnyer fmsshed she snt down in'a corner nnd look.
ing wistfully at the picture ¢l Sri Fama she cried and

_That day passed and so dxd the next one, Nothing
mcntowatd happened ; yet Kamala. remained a prey to
nnety She " did. not Laow what bad befallen her
husbtnd. In fact, she . &id not now whether he had
disguxsed hnnself eﬁ'ectv ely enough and made good his

: ti :xghhourhood é‘ the scepe of the crime itself. It us-

x?an c:sts xtsaets 1y, confident that it could search
: s Jate F urther it is human tendency to
'a}as ible from the scene of a crime,

. SR Chapiez‘ 5.
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cried and cried—cried as if ber heart would bresk.
And all the while before her mental eyes stood the

figure of a young stawart Brahmin youth fleeing from -
justice. It was tha Hgure of her Ragavan, her husband’

her own dear husband.

Yes, he was hers. No woman could wean him
away from her side in future. He hadlearnt a bitter
lesson—a lesson that he wouvld remember throughout
his life—a lesson that would keep him away from all
women in foture—a lesson learnt ‘at what a cost, Oh

God !

. ; H

hands Inlled into false security by their . silence. It

“worried ber all the more. .

But luckily she had not to worry long. Three days
after her husband had disappeared. Inspector Sara.
nathan of the C. I. D. came and began to ask ber all
sorts of questicas about her husband and his movements,

“ Where is Mr. Ragavan ? ” he asked,

“ I dou’t know,"’ rei)lied Kamala truthfully enough.
** He left this place three days ago. But who are you

“and what bave you come for ? If youleave your name

and addrgss ’l will ask my husband to meet or write to

'you as soon as he returns,”’ pretending as if she did not
‘know that he was a police officer, Why should she

tell him that she knew quite well that he was C.LD.
officer and that she had guesced what his business was.

" In fact she shou!d not let bim know.that. Tbat would

give room for suspicion, ~Only criminals or persons who

have been privy to crimes would reconise a policei}'
. officer immediately he arrives, as they would be’ exn
- pecting bim,” He might have the cot and physique o 1
" a police officer, But even a layman can possess a strong?
constltutxon thhout being a pohceman. So, it wculdi

not be wise to volunteer mformatlon or say anythmé

_:ncnmxnatmg.

nadhan mtroduced ahxmself *and Imust ask Mr.
RagaVan some queshons in cunnectxon with- an  impor-

vts.nt cases I ha\'e co e  all the Way from Madras with.

- . s
Iam 'y pohce oﬂicer, madam,” In<pector Sarag
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% Of course it is bit of a disappointment. But I * Thack you, madm, for your courtesy and kind-

- will make the best of « bad job. Having come bhere I ress.’ replied Inspector Saranacar, *'1seldom meet
should not go back without doing something, May 1 with such a treatment in the discharge of my duties.
" ask you a few questions ?"’ he requested. In fact people take us for dangerous persons to deal
* Certainly you can—not a few questions only, but  With and hamper us in the dischargeof oyr duties as

as many as you like,” Kamala replied. mach as they can without realising that we are cut

* But let me first wara you to b3 careful in your only to prosecute and not to persecute offenders. They

i
i k
answers, 1 propose to use what you say as a statement don't ev_en take us for buman ,I,ng?' They take us
ina case.”’ for goblins and cower before us.

~

“ Never mind that, Oficer,” Kamala told him. * Only the guilty will be a?fraid of you, Irjﬁ‘pector,
* You need not worry about that. Whatever statements and nat}xrally enough they avoid all contact wita you.
1 make will be true to every word. Icannotand will Surel.y: innocent persons do not cower beforeyou, do
not utter a falsehood. Whether you warn me or not they?” she asked.
neither of us need worry, I'll tell you the truth and When a woman is bent 0a making a good impres.
you may rest assured that ‘whatever 1 say shall be sion, well, she can do soinpo time. lir, Sarasadan
{rue to the minutest detail. Now out with your was obviouly impressed by what skesail and che knew
questions please. I am eager to avoid delaying you as that that good impression woull go a lorz way ta hel,s
much as possible.” her husband in case he was in need of help. In fact
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f’she felt sure that the Inspector would trust every word
- she said aod she felt sure that the alibi they had plar-
: ‘ned upon was as good as estabhshed

N “ Ipresume you are Mrs, Ragavan. 'began the
oﬂieer - » -
pie Yes I am.”
: * Do youkdow whethar th°re was -any Iriendship
between him and a professwnal woman called Rapm-
& bal ?" he asked. < A . _
i At the mention of the name Rajambal Kamala
.‘t'f‘p!etended to be offended.
: '~ . Inspector Saranadan noticed it.
_'iAb'itdon, madam, for talking abont Rajambal.. I know
» - quite well how you would feel about her. No wife can
j‘-_ 'brook another woman in her place. But I am sorry
i cannot finish my questions without bringing her i in,
"+ Kamala suddsnly coolled dowa. “ That's all right,
oﬁf-er, "she said. ** I 'was a fool to have given vent to
my’ feelmgs as ‘I did just now. But that :eed not
: 'nder you in the discharge of yout duty. Whar.s the
use of blammg either you or anyone for that matter
"hen my own husband dotes on her and worsb:ps tbe
vety dnst on. whxch she treads.’ -
M Have you ever seen her ? asked the Inspector.

“Yes, on  one ' occasvon-—m ‘the . Beach at

in hand as xf they were wedded to each  other. How
iBat. cnnmng devil srmled at my husbandl I wanted
‘i40 spring on: her and pull out her eyes or scratch her
-fa.ce’ beyond tecogmuon but’: desisted from’ doing so.
e cat dmtved zll thag and moxe. she said. »

o Cm you recogmse her if you see ber photo ?" :

-"i beg your

Madras ‘Both she and m7 husband were walking hand
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~will not allow her to die so soon. -She must live to-

spoil several hundreds more.  If she dies Satan will-
lose a powerful weapon.” '

* Madam,” interupted Inspector Sarapadan,’
“ Rajambal is dead She was murdered a few days
ago.” -
* Murdered I" ejaculated Kamala. ** Oh God, 1
realise you are still alive, She has met with the end
she so richly deserved.: She should not have been
murdered suddenly. She should have been hacked or
torn to pieces bit by bit and made suﬂ'er untold agony
before death relieve her.” : ‘

Last Thursday night her throat was cut and the
corpse was packed and sent by Railway Parcel from
Egmore to Trichy by the murderer,” the Inspector
volunteered the mfor'natlon.

* Think God fot the mercy He had shown me,"” ,
said Kamala and prostrating before a picture that was
in the hall she offered her thanks, muttering some
prayer.

To say that Inspector Saranadan was very much
impressed by this act of devotion isto say the least.
Kamala had made up her mind to deceive him and.
make him go away with an erroneous idea and she had
succeeded beyond her expectations. She knew that the

" Inspector would take anything she said for gospel

truth
. The Inspector waited for her to ﬁmsb her thanks-
, glvmz prayer. Then he commenced kis interrogaticns.
W here was your hushand last T}*nraday night ™7
he asked. :

Kamala pre stended to recapitulate the answer. 'Yes.
she replied at last. ** He was here that mght

”

B s

“ But evidence shows that he had spent the mght
w1th Ra;ambal " protested the Inspector. : E
*“ How can that be 7 Kamala said- ** I distin :

tly remembet that he was with ine that mght. H.

- returned home at about mid-night and < wanted ooﬁ‘ee.
- There was no milk and when I said that it was [mposi:
- gible for me to get him coffee at that belated hour he:

became wild and abused me. , When I further protasted

saymg that ke was not Justxﬁed in beating me asit was

~ not due’ to any  fault of mine but to lack of milk that

- could not get him a cup of coffee, he - became furious,
called me an nnpextment chatterbox ‘and pushed me

_against the wall with the result tha; two of my teeth

broke.” And she displayed'a tooth’ that had hroken on
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that memorable eveniog, when Ragavan manhandled

her.

* But Rajambal's servant says that he saw both
of them together that night,” added the Inspector,

) ““Then it should “be ‘my husband’s double,’ said
Kamala. * How can a man be ; present at two places
simultaneously 2"

““ 1 do realise the force of what you say,” the Ins
pector admitted. ** Yet......... .. ’ He could not finish
the sentence. He did not know what to say.

"7 Eiither Kamala or the servant ought to have told a
lie. As for the servant, well, his evidence was worse
than useless, Leading a.wretched profession, living
as he did on the earnings of a woman, he was a man
with no character. For but a cup of coffee he would
gladly tell a hundied lies and it wasprobable that. he
could bave lied in this instance as well. But at the
same time he must realise thathe had given evidence
before a Police Officer and persons of his type seldom
lied to the Police. They always feared law and strove
hard to avoid getting into their bad locks.

Further, Kamala’e evidence was an interested one,
She was the wife of the culprit or suspected murderer
ard she would certainly go to any extent to safeguard
his position and interests. Yet she looked perfectly
siraight and innocent. How could that beautiful and
pious young lady teli ties? She seemed to b far abovs
such a plane.

: ** If you think that my words have greater weight

than that of the servant, you are at liberty to trust me.
If youthink otherwise. well, I have no objection ta
your distrusting me. Whose words are more reliable
—mine or that of the servant? Which of us would
you believe ? ** ske acked.. ‘ ‘

* Of course your, madam,” said the Inspector.
** But, at what time did you say Mr. Ragavan arnved
here from Madras ?"

. THE TATLER OF INDIA,

¢ doa’t know from which rlace he canc—
whether it was from Madras or Cuddalore or
Himalayas. All that { know is that ke arrivad here at
about midnight ” / o

How did he ¢fme " .
“I don't know. !I did not ask bim.”

Mr. Saranadan toak out a pocket Railway time
table He studied the timings mertioned therein for a
little while and at last heaved a sigh of relief.

“Ithink hoth of you are correct.” he said.
* Mr. Ragavan wus seen by the servant only at about
8 p. m. and he coull h.va suhsequ:autly returaze! from
Madras. There wasample time for him to catch the
last train and artive here by midnight.”

Kamala was relieved, when she_heard this, This
gave her a ray of kope.
' Do you think thaL}RaJambal and Mr. Ragavan
were on bad terms ¢’ .’
** Certainly not.*
" What about your husband’s financial condition?,”
“ 1 don't understand you.”
** Washe hard pressed for money 7"’
* As far as I koow, he was not.”

*Isit a factthat he had handlel the monies Fe
had collected as taxes and givea them away to Rajam-
bal?” . .

** Certainly mnot. 1 was having the Revenue.
Every day after takinz accounts and receiviog the
monies from the clerk he would hand them over to me
for safe keeping.”

** But rumour in the villageszys that he bad mis
spent the taxes collected.”

* Rumour can never be relied unpon, Inspecter,
Further how are the villagers to know what takes rlace
between my husband and myse'f 2"’

*Were you and your husband on good terns

(Continued on page 73)
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The Rallway Part'el Murder Mystery

(Continuel!

What can cone between me and m my husband?

- Of course he was sometimes shori-tempered and would

scold me. Once or twice he even beat me, Butl
would never allow these to stand between us. I would
forget them immediately and so would he.”

* Do you think that he used to give presents to
Rajambal "

** I think he has spent some considerable amounts
on her—tut I would not appear to take notice of them
as mention of such presents would maks him argry and
briog about ruptures in our family.”

* You admit he should have made presents to
Rajambal. You say he ncver touched a pie of the

" gevenue collected. How could he have paid huge

sums to Rajambal ? After all his monthly salary was
only fifteen rupees.’”

‘1 don’t know. People nowadays do not depend.
entirely on their salaries. He might have had other
sources of income as well.”

e

* For example.........}

** I cannot enlighten you on this point please. He
never confided in me all these things,”

The Inspector who had all the while been noting

. down her answers thought for a while, then deciding he

had no further questions to ask, closed his note book
and rose to go.

* Madam, let me thank you for your kindness and
courtesy. You have saved me a lot of trouble and la-
bour. To be frank, I never thought it would be such
an easy job interviewing you and taking down your
statement,”’ he said.

The Inspector had only extracted information from

" her and not revealed anything. Kamala was eager to
- Jearn all that the police had found out,

** Inspector, you have discharged your duties as a

fpohce officer, but have not told me anythmg about
= Rajambal or her murder,” che said. " If you don’t
% mind, please tell me all about the murder,”

** Well, Rajambal was murdered last Thursday

- #nd the murderer packed her corpse and sent it by
;Bailway parcel to Trichy, The last person to be with

from page 71) : £

-

her was Mr, Ragavan. Naturally enough -we have to
suspect him and sscure his state n:ot. That was why
I came down here.”

*“ Are you in charge of the investigation 2"
3
Yes, I am.”
“ Have you disc i ”?
you discavered nothing else ?
“ Yes, I have.”
“ Do you mind telling me all that ?’

“Certainly. Your husband was seen at Kothwal
Bazaar purchasing mattresses—the very ones with
which the corpse had besn bundled, He had further
handed over a parcel answering to the description of
the parcel received at Trichy, to be booked at Egmore
and the coolie who booked the parcel has furpish
with a description of the person who had enlisted his
services, The description tallies with that of your hus-
band. Iam afraid your husband will have to explain
away a lot before he will be able to satisfy us.

** So suspicion against my husband is very strong,
is it 2"

* I am afraid it is,”" admitted the Inspector.

‘“ But do youa think my husband could have con-
mitted the murder ?"

'Y . )
I cannot answer that question, madam, even n .

‘stropgly against him.”

Kamala was lost in thought for a while. ‘' Th.
evidences against him are firstly that of Rajambal’.
servants which could be explained away; secondly that'

of the mattress seller and thirdly that of the coolie who
despatched the parcels. Am I right, Inspector '
* Yes, you ate right, madam, but I have strong
hopes that it would be possible to explain them away
. God is great, madam, and if your husband is innocent,
he will be free from all troubles.”
With that the Iuspector took his leave.
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:.i,Chapter 6
-Ragava \as’ trn:;e ”agam travellmg 10 Madns on Chmglepet and th°re he had hts tuft removed ‘&

was the same tsuin—26 Up” accordmg to the M“Shm' . ) . o » -

nstenmg‘ by tbe ‘Railway Oﬁicets. , T he con‘part- .7 Buteven these dxd not suﬁ“xce to keep him free for
nt was emptybut for him. * e Soa Io tsme.

’agavan temembered the vanous )ourmes he had For as he feared that the moment he set his foot in
de to. Mﬂdtas by thnt very tram and of the whols . the Park Station a loiterer on the platform took a sudd-
of the the last ona came back to bis rmnd vividly. en interest in him, and without letting Ragavan know

bad l:een only a few days before. He was ~ that, followed him,

travelling from bis village . fearing incarceration. Ragavans first cbyect:ve on reaching "Madras was
i!id mmapproptmted th° Governrnent Revenue ;_Rajambal ’s house, It was an irresistible impulse that
of the COBECQ“EDC% 5‘5 had travelled ‘h“, dragged him then.  He wanted to know how far the

. that he would be able to get an idea if he went there.

little look at;d that would be enough.

Ra;ambal’e house was locked and and sealed. Ou'e
“side a Police Constable with a baton was patrolling. ( £

Ragavan mingled with them and tried to overhear ‘wkat
N ‘they said, Apart from the fact that the resident  had
'f he’. been mutdered by her paramour he Xearnt néthing,

- should be meaning him. And this set him a thiking.
Slowly he walked away from the place to a little park

: dower ‘watched hxrn from a vacant sbop close by.

beex . 'xsoovered ed out the murderer. “Otherwise - how could the idle

nd the Police maght _-Jsrgbtseers say that Ra Jambal had been murdered by her
"paramour, - In fact one, of them evgn said that a Brah‘
: mm"Was responsxble for the crune - T

Pethlpsxt mrgbtbe bxs last journey made while free! small beard affixed and dress changed to fhat of a

" Police had progressad in their investigaiions and hoped

Further’, he felt he must have a lock at tke house—one

- course there was the usual crowd of - sightseers and

Who could ‘that paramour. be? Certamly trey

‘in the - nerghbourhood There, - - geatedon a wooden
Bench he began to think, And ugseen by him his sba,‘

»The police had traced Ra;ambal “They had spot-

N WG
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X naged to buy them, then the police would have
nothing to build their case upon.

 Yes, he must interview the servant first. Of course
- that fellow was a man of no character—ons who would
do any thing for money. A hundred rupees and a

" promiss of a few more hundreds and that fellow would

<ertainly bz induced to forget Ragavan’s visit to Rajam-
~ balthat memorable night.

_Asfor the coolie, no such heavy bribs need be paid

to bim, . A rupee now and then to enable him to get his

toddy without fail and things could be arranged to his-

- satisfaction,

Thus making up his mind Ragavan, disguised as

" he was, proceeded to Rajambal’s servant'’s house, There

he asked Munusamy’s {that was the servant’s name)
wife where her husband was. She did not reply to him
~but burst into a sudden loud lamentation. )

- Ragavan could not make out why shz had taken

" 1o this demonstration of grief. He spoke to her in kind

voice and prevailed on her to tell him thz reason for

" her lamentatioas, Amidst sobs she said that her hus-

-band had been taken and retained at the police station

- in conaection with the murder of Rajambal.

“ But why should he have been retained at the

station ? Was it not some one else who committed

the murder " Ragavan asked.

* I don’t know,” she confessed. * The other day
-suddenly half a dozen police officers came here, ran-

" sacked the house, took some small bundles that my

“husband had kept hidden, and then marched him off

ta the gaol. I also went to the Police Station, but they

" drove me away. They would not tell me anything and

B :INQOD'I kpow what to do. I bave been telling my hus-
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barnd not to have anything to do with Rajambal or
others of questionable morality—yet he would not lis-
ten to me,” ,

Ragavan realised that thare Was some new mys-
tety in this and would hava given any amount to know
why the servant Munusamy had been arrested. Bot
be realised thas his wife, an illiterate woman, cculd
not tell him aaything more. If at all ha wanted to get
further informati,a he must try elsewhere. Giving hes
a rupee for her expanses, Ragavan took his leave, as.
suring her that soon things would become all right and
that her husband would be let out. He igpored >er
questions as to who he was or what he had come for,

His plan to bribs Manusamy had been foiled by
this arrest. He could now squate up only one chap—
the coolie, Ragavan went in search of him,

The shadower who had taken such a keen inter!
in Ragavan perhaps realised that it was worth whils
shadowing him further, For, he followed him now
also.

The hunt for the coolie proved to be a tedious cue.
Ragavan did pot know his name and that fellow had
no residence of his own. Somebody said that he could
be found in Kothwal Bazaar and another said that he
had gone to the Railway Station. Ragavan tried his
utmost to find him oat, in vain,

Meanwhile his shadower, who had observed ali his
movements and actions found occasion to phone up
somebody and while Ragavan returned to Kothwal
Bazaar to renew his search for the coolie, with as iitt]s
fuss as poscible four police officers closed on him and
marched him to a prison van which was close at hand.

Chapter 7

“The very day that Inspactor Saranadan had intere

" ‘viewed her Kamala was fated to receive shocking news,

"It cave from Madras—sent at the request of the
arrested Ragavin. It merely stated that he was in

" custody and would bz kent in prison pending invesiiga.
',‘-\tio:y,_m connection with the murdsr of Rajambal.

The teleonn was a blow to Kamala. She had

ped that her husbaad would escape arrest if Le re-

nal ned dxsguxsed and hidden in Madias. Buf row there

was no me crying over the past, She must act and act
g once. , ‘

Kamala was sure that her husband was rot gty
though he had been foo..sh enough to pack up the
corpse and despatch it to Trichy. The murder skeuld
have been committed by some one else and Icisted o:
him. Who could that person be ?

ter duty was to invasiizate anl find out the re.'
culpiit,  And at the same time she must take steps to
defend her basband. Luckily she had plenty of monéy
todo that., She would engaze the best criminal lav. yer
to defead him—evoa if that meant all the monzy thes
Liusband had given her,

-
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or luck come to her ud ?

bad made several detectxves. :

Ragavan was chargeshéeted. All his efforts to

buy away the servant and the coolie proved [utile. The

servant especially was obdurate, He would not even
listen to the wvarioas rajaests Rigavan’s emissary,

Kamala made.: That chap seemed bent upon getting

Ragavan convicted. - ** He murdered my mistress, my
benefactress and I will avenge kind Rajambal's death,
He must be hanged like a dog. If you have come to
induze me not to give evidence against him, you had

better be careful as to what you say. I will tell the

Magistrate of your attempt to corrupt me and that will
muke things appear look blacker against Ragavan,” he
said. : :
- Kamala, however, was undaunted, ™ Why are
you 5o very angry  with my hus‘aand ? What harm
has he done you ? If he ends his days in the gallows
what would you benefit thereby ? ** she pleaded. -

This brought forth a fresh  outburst tron Munu-
swamy, '* Gallows—he must not” be allowed to end
his days in the gallows. - He must be tortured - to death
.~ —hacked to pieces bit by bit=—uantil every drop of
blood that fell from Rajambal's throat is avenged. Now
will you please go away _or" may I go and report to the
Police that you are annoying me and that you are
trymg to corrupt me with promses of bnbes -

Kamala realised that Munusamy ~was _bent upon

* geeing that Ragavan was 'banged for the murder of Ra-

jambal, His desire was so very ksen that it gave roomn

. to her for ‘thought. Munusamy was & man of no

character. He would do anything for the sake of
money. “And for him-to refuse to even  consider

. ‘or listen to her proposal—well, there should be some
.. stronger motive for his stubbomness. Well. what could

thatbe? s - ,

- She learnt that Munusamy was at first atrested by
the Police and ‘subsequently set fres. ~Why was he,
arrested at all ? There were two feasons. hacL

‘some of the jewels of Ra)ambal in his house, He saidj

that Ra Ja.mbal had given them to him as she had nug
" cash, with the request that he should dlSpOSO them ofF

and gwe her'the sale - procecds for pocket expenses,,_

'y had he not handed them oOver to the Police  whesm:
arnt that Ra;ambal had/ bﬂen murdered? Well
ad concluded that the absence of the Jewe!s won)

st

1hey bad concluded that he was telling them the truth
eam} had let him off. To the police his story might
ave carried conviction—but not either to_ Kamala or

‘*""’R‘;gavan. They knew quite well that at the time of

her death Rajambal had plenty of money—loase cash—
and that there was no necessity for har to sell sorme of
ber jewellery and raise funds for expense. In fact, it
wag only out of her iron safe that Ragavan had stolen
the five thousands of rupees in silver and small curren-
cies. It was her money rifled out of the safe that had
got Ragavan over the trouble of misappropriation.
Therefore Rajambal at the time of her death was flush
with ready cash and there had been no necessity for her
1o dispose of her trinkets,

Again, even granting she had such a necessity Rajambal

" would be the last person to raise funds by handing over

her jewelleries to herservant for sale.” If at all she
had to do so, well, she would herself go to Sowcatpet
and dispose them cff without letting any one suspect
she was handicapped for finance. She was a proud
“woman and her pride would never have allowed her
to confide in her servant. In fa:t all those months when
Razavan and Rajambal had moved intimately she had
never done that—at leastnot to his knowledze. She
had not ever told Ragavan that she was handicapped.
When she was too proud to reveal her financial
position even to an intimate friend like Ragavan, would
she cunfide in her servant ?

" Further, if Munusamy had been in senxce for
several years, this might ba deem=d feasxble. But he
had beco ne her servant not evan forty days before her
murder. And she had always streguously attempted
to replace him,

Andlast but ot least was the proposed affection
of Munusamy for his mistress. A servant who had
not put in even forty days of service would ‘not behave
as he did. He would not be s0 much bant on avenging
his mistress, _ :

" All these pointed to one fact—that Munusamy
had some other motive in getting Ragavan entangled.
“What could that motive be ?

" . Ragavan and Kamala recapitu'ated the chamber
of death, Rajambal’s throat had been cut and Raga-
‘vnn when he came bagk to consciousness fourd himself
1yirg ':pnw;ed on het,  Further he had besn coshed
bn the head, which meant that a stronger or third party
had been present there and that that party desired
10 incriminate Ragavan very keenly.

laled
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Jow, why not Munusamy b that third party ?
He had come to Rajambal's bouse:athat mght and in-
stead of going away as he pretenfled to do, he could
have remained behind, Then when Kajambal and
Ragavan were quarrelling he couli' have sprung on Mr.

Ragavan and rendered him untonscitus. Rajambal -

would have taken his sudden apaez.rance as a (zod-send.

She would have coacladed that he'had come there only
to help her and would not have diubted the o/}:f;éct of
his sudden appzarance. In her joy at the fuct that

' he!p was close at hand, she might have fergotten (o

find out how the chivalrous servant had mfraged to
gain an entrance. Then Munusamy could have cut
her throat znd placed Ragavan's unconscinugfd
her corpse. Murder finished and having mz 2 it lock
as marder by Ragavan, Munusamy might hive mads2

2ood his escape with someof her je;.velleries.,i
. - - . é
This explanation so well fitted in with ~the case
and Munusamy’s undue display of zeal to avenge
Rajambal that Kamala and Ragavan realised that it
it was very well worth an investization. Accordingly
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lecsly left her house and thhont letting . Munusamy

suspect it, and keepmg as far away from him as posslhla
shadowed hxm.

* . - . * R ST
7 Munusamy, thhout susp°ctmg that he ~was bemg
. shadowed. proceeded along several small streets, takmg

s S several sharp turns, which mad
The fiest day passed oﬂ' event!ess. Fnr far mto tbe' ads Kamala realise that

ight ‘he was 'ntent“’muy doublin
g Oft'n to thro
t Ka Y.h kept her vigil, and yet Munusamy did not  Who might follow him off the scext, ‘ "’»’ any one

She became despondent, ' Her reasomngs L P
ong. Munusamy mxght have resolved ta give -

This only increased her vigilance, Stealthnly yet

ba qmck!y, she - went after him, t
oro
gainst Ragavan exther out of love of /vnsnceA , s hwoagh seversl

“dark alieys and hidin
7 g whenever Munusamy  t
m Of stambal. Tlut wxs enough to make hlm © ses whether he was being spied upon by anz Onu;ne;ht:’ '
; walk was a tedzous one, but Kamala did not feel txred
as she was camed off by the excitement of the “chase "

; e!l in- her heartof bearts she tbought ~and the hope that she might come across some clue;

oml the which would help her to spot out the real murderer of
7 ; *t O at he ‘ou} d notvbatter thcnssn de: Ra)ambal and thereby enable herto secure her’ hus-::
hp::s ot__’, ngeance. Vengeance IS of caurse sweet, ’bandsfreedom. S 0 ‘¢§
tis ce ity ot swester - than we alth. Yes, she . At last Munusamy came o a narrow blmd"alleyié

1gﬂ_ for two mo,re days an d nwa:t - and stopped before "a gloomy-lookmg huge bmldmg m"

e the nelghbourhood of the Madras harbour.

lny ammal in-: Then lnstead of knockmg at the d°°l’ , he bYOCeededg};
atience.. - ( ncedetermmed 0 ;:entmue to the very end of the alley and again returned to th :
ing taroed up,’ “Kamala' sat at the Ouse—obvxously tomake sure th
turoed v at ever th

w mtchmg the Itont door with unwmkmg eyes ' O'K*' o T

It evxdent!y was.

g
e

F or, he Stopped before the h
ST ouse :
_ﬁ;_‘,'nd knocked at a pamcular spot ina pecuhar way—-—

which ' Kamala could neither see nor- overhear | ns' ,
* the alley was dark and as she had to keep away at
: dzotance to avoid detection, . . :
| d ~She thought she ought to take some ns)m now’
% and g0, edged nearer the partucular house ke

Of behmd in the shndows. R erg b
panet in the door opened and some one looked '
hrough xt tthe xntrudet. Then the panel closed and :
he door waq opened Munusamy entered Imrnedxatel?
hedoor was closed agam and Kamala heard the bol g

’_of a house of mystery«-—a

plac

Y ‘whxch crooka onld p:tch upon as the r h -
3T d

ala K‘rmala, 1shed thats ¢ hom q““‘e

the very ground. It passed a wmdow and luckily it had
5o iron bar, Neither were the doors bolted. She made
up ha’t‘mmd to take the rick and climb up to the open
wmdow throwing away her sandals, She negotiated the
d;stance with some ease as the drain pipe had plenty of
g'comtncnoas which served as footholds.

./, * But even though Kamala had all possible facilities
‘for' making her climb easy being delicate she
‘found the exertion hard enough andstood qaist for
n=arly five minutes recovering her breath after landing
jn the room adjoining the drain pipe. Mean-
while she listaned for any sounds that might comne from

-

the inmates.

,- She heard voices talking somewhere inside and
. caotxously and making the least noise tiptozd towards
that place. Luckily for her all the doors were either
sjar or closed without being bolted. The voices emarated
from a hall in the ground floor, Kamala at first thought
she should go down thither, but gave up the idea as the
yoices were npow clear enough. If only she could find &
window over-looking the hall, it would be easy enough
for her to see the gangsters and overhear their con-
" yersation.’

' She walked from one room to another looking out
for a likely place whence to watch, until, to her great
“joy she came across a ventilator, Puttmg bhet head

- througb it sbe looked down at the hall.

- Inside were three persons seated around a table
and smoking foul-smelling cigars. In the thick' cigar-
S smoke which enveloped the room they looked like
s 1emable goblins.

: _One of them, who was evidently the leader, was
_not so bad to look at as the others. He was aged about

vxv

./ forty, and was dressed as a wellto-do rich man, He’

_:'_j ‘was  obviously angry with Munusamy, for the latter
eoweted before him at a tespectable distance.

af home,” the leader bawled out. *1 gave definite
instructions that you should bring away whatever
;ewellenes you lay your hands on directly to the
Clob. | And for the active part you had played. in
shis aﬁ'alr the Club would have given you your shaie.”

‘ edxd boss. Munusamy replied.  ** At least that
:hat 1 want:d 1o do. Afler ransacking the iron:
C,. I tied up all tug}(mkeh in-a-bundle and carried it
komc, mten.lmg 1o hmd taém over to the ‘ﬁub at the
ext opportune mon gat.  And when I got the cgance,

Ty

e You had no business to keep some of the jewels

. THE TATLER OF INEA
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at once I humed to thii: place— w.tyout even waiting to
examine the rontents of the bags/. In fact, until the
police laid their hands on them in :ny house, I hadro
idea that my ;missus had taken away some of them
without my ) wledge, Inevir wanted to cheat the
Club, biss,. fpnistly 1 did not intend to doso,” he
pleaded. i
* Even then your actioas are ucpardonable. Fir-y
of all you should nevar have taken the looty to your
house. Se:ondly you should never have hand:d them
to your wile for safe keeping. And lastly you shouid
have taken care to see whather all the jawels were in.
By having
taken into confidence your wife and enlisted herservices
you have broken the fundamental rule of our club—not
{0 have anything to do with women—at least asfar as
the affairs of the club are coancerned. How do you
meet these charges ?” he asked in his stentorian voice.

tact bafore taking them from your missns,

* Guilty, boss,”” admitted Munusamy.

** For disabedience our Club has canly one punish.
ment—and you know quite well that it is death by slow

P R S Y o " VL
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toﬂun. If I am not’ wrong you have yourself meted
* “out this punishment to other delinquents. ., Now you'
j_j‘wul have to suffer the penalty for dxsobedlence. unless
~’my brother 3uuges " think otherwx:c orfwant ‘to show
f“'mercy to you.” : ‘ ;
-~ "At this the other'two membcrs stood up inc the\r
'dmrs and seemed to become suddenly galvamzed into
_action.- One of them ‘cleared his throat and addressed
f .‘mﬂother judges, occasionally lookmg at Munusamy.
* Brethren,” he said, ** I admit ‘the’ xu.cusec has
:fcbmmitteda grievous offence and had dxhobeyed ,‘tbe
7 Clab rule.. Itis also well known to us all that there is |
- only one punishment for oﬁ”enders—death by slow -
But before sentencmg Munusarmy- to” undergo
{L:is puniskmert, we must considsr whether he had

" gorture.

i&’e find he bad not any, . He had to play for safety

-,nnd ke did what sesmed to him the best way out of - the .
,dnﬁiculty by handmg over the 3ewell‘-nes 1o his wife for
5 ,safe custoly. - Women have a sort of mania-for such’
‘;‘Qtrulnpﬂnes and if at all his missus kept back” some of .
onr property wnthout her - husband’s knowledge, we
shotﬂd attribute it to 4 common human fadmg and . ex-
- icqse her and Munusamy. Futther we must’ remember “
and take mto account the servacns rendered in the past~
by this dehnquent. “Even. 1f we ignore ths _past, the - :
d the“uncommon display -of com-
, in part desarve a better tewud ‘He fad
stof all chosen a very opportune moment for puttmg
At gnmto executxon., He had chosen tbe particular

_are inclined to snow mercy: to .you.

ny motive or object behind in breaking the Club laws, -

o cmﬂy professional .women.

After thts memb"t bad ﬁnxshed his- arguments. the
thu’d;ndge began 10 ex;,lam his - opinion_ on the aﬂ'au.‘
Brothers, be said, " our learned member’s sech

[ was exquxsxte end the _arguments he had pui- forth were
“convincing enough _Yet we must; remember that . our
“rules have no halfway about them. Either death or
" complete pardon and no via media. o R
** Therefore I suggest that his mistakes be excusad
out of regard for past and present services rendered. i’

- The precxdent or rather the Boss was the last - to
speak-
Hesaid: “ Munusamy, the Judges of this Club
Your faults ﬁ.nd
tran*gressmns are parJ:ned‘-but not completely, &7

will not be condacive to the welfare and dx:mpuue of
our club to let you g2 szet free— especially when you
‘have tuking into vour confidence a woman,  Our mé’lte
is to Hght and kill as many women as possxble—-—-eqpﬁ-
We have _succeedsd m}
now far bvyond our . expcctattonsh Several lnmo‘al

~ women havé heen killed and ‘robbed undet our aug pce:

" and guldance “The police have not as yet traced .hose
-~murders te s, kEven in this case they would not have
~ associated even you with the murder” of - Ra;ambat,%xf
‘only we bad not let Ragavan disposs of the carpse.
~he had only succeeded i in gettmg rid of her body - as ﬁe
" bave done in several | cases, “nia’'one Would ba “the wxeer
“about’ Ra;ambal’s death and you would never have been
suspected ’ o ' 3~
= But that need “not bother us much A3 wmy
Iearned fnend had said what is ‘past is past and Iuckﬂy

: for us xt hns nat bxought forth msurmountable dnfﬁcumes.

o1 the Jmellenes you_had stdlen frbm R am
b af t murdermg her Ygt ‘ out of regard foroux

custody for son“a‘n;pnths.‘? This would a!so pug yop
away.f amib
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