Wol,VIIL Regd No.M 2347 T »Nd, 12

%wﬂ; Hn an@mdm

:(The Ofﬁcxal J ournal of The South Indla Teachers Umon)

: I
1]

; December, 1930 :

WWWI —-The Gxta

Razse yourself by your own eﬁorts

ual Subscnptmn*

vale Copy As &



NEw TAMIL PUBLICATIONS

HISTORY

A I e o A LA S L I D S AR ANECDOTES FROM OUR COUNTRY'S HISTORY.
TR T ik E EH Pages 96. Well illustrated and pr1uted in large clear type.
; Suitable for V Class. As. 5.

Bt R
L ey 3 1 2 X 1 )1 & ]

GEOGRAPHY

A GEOGRAPHY OF THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY.
Thoroughly revised and reissied in larger type And
many new illustrations. As. 7.

MACMILLAN'S NEW GEOGRAPHY BOOK I. By
Rajamany J. Johnson, B.A., L.T., Dip. Geog., and B. Clutter-
buck, M.A, (Oxon) (Hons. in Classics and Geography).
Pages 226 As. 14.

!

- Fuolly Iilustrated
Written to comply with the revised Syllabus for Form 1.
' Books Il and I1I in preparation. . . -.'*

- SCIENCE

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE BOOK I. By XK. C. Vira-
raghava Iyer, M.A.,L.T., and P. A. Subramania Iyer, B.A., L.T.
Pages 198. As. 10.

Fully Illustrated
Written to comply with the revised Syllabus for Form [.
Books 11 and 1[I in preparation.

Tie South Indian Teacher :  * The joint authors have to be
congreulated on the success in preparing a useful book........ The
spirit of the syllabus.is kept in mind and the language issimple.”

MACMILLAN & CO., LTD.,
. —————MADRAS—BOMBAY—CALCUTTA—LONDON.




FINE QUALITY STATIONERY FOR THE SEASON.

! IT COSTS NO MORE THAN
ORDINARY MARGOSA SOAPS! 1

We keep in stock all school requirements : —

Exercise Books. Science Note Books.
Drawing Books. Geography Note Books.
Students Note Books. Graph Note Books.
Rough Note Books. Loose Leaf Books. THOUGH
AND Made from a special blend of two of the best-known

medicinal oils in India—

é
L]
[ ]
]
I
§
L]
| ]
1
R
1
1
1
I
]
H
Pencils, Pen Holders, Fountain Pens, Slates, Slate Pencils, i
etc. We offer low and competitive prices. . We undertake to E ,
supply Exercise Books with the names of the schools printed on ' Pe B l\!g ;! & I\ /E
A I ,
:
]
1
| ]
1
X
]
]
]
1
L)
L ]
| 4

the wrapper free of charge provided the order is fairly big.
AND

N E E

We solicit your kind enquiry for Books & Stationeries.

"E. M. GOPALAKRISHNA KONE,
Book-Seller and Stationer, .
158-A, BROADWAY, MADRAS.

and by the Factory that makes

[ ]
| §

1

]

| ]

[ ]

E India’s favourite toilet soap
: .
[ ]

[ ]

|

|

OUR LATEST PUBLICATIONS.

NEW SYSTEMATIC READER, BOOK II. Edited by Ethel

Thompson, suitable for I Form.

The other parts are in the Press.

ENGLISH GRAMMAR (FOR BEGINNERS). Edited by
Mrs. H. E. Douglas Pulleyne, Lecturer in English,
Usmania University, Hyderabad, and with a Foreword
by C. E. W. Jones, C.LE.,, M.A.(Oxon), D. P. I, Centra

The Govt. Soap Factory, BANGALORE
Selling Agents :—

Provinces. Suitable for Middle School classes.

Best & Co. Ltd. P. O. Box 63, Madras.

MYSORE SANDAL SOAP, |

E. S. RADHAKRISHNAN & SONS
MADURA. o _ _MADRAS.




sections 3

III.
Do.

"

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

The Fundamentals of High School Mathematics (under the new Syllabus)
Vol. I for Form IV, by Mr. T. S. Rajagopalan (approved by the
Text-book Committee, vide Part I-B, Fort St. George Gazette,
page 543, dated Nov. 20, 1934). Re. 1 4 0

Do. Vol. II for use in Forms V & VL Re. 1 8 0

Vol. I available in 3 separate

Section A. Arithmetic Re. 0 10 0 Section A. Arithmetic Re. 0 12 0
,  B. Algebra ., 0 80 »  B. Algebra ., 010 0
, C. Geometry ,, 0 8 0 , C. Geometry ,, 0 8 0

Vol. II Section A with Algebra, Mensuration, efc., (1929 scheme) Re. 1-4-0.

Test papers in Elementary Mathematics, with 1934 S. S.L. C. Elemen—»
tary Mathematics paper answered. By the same author, Rs. 0 7 0;

Winners of the Victoria Wars, in <Tamil, suitable for forms II &

Andhra Vignana Chandrika, Part 1 (Tel) approved. , Rs. 0 5 0
Part II (Tel) approved. Rs. 010 O
t

Vol. I available in 3 separate
sections :

Rs.0 3 0

R. V. NATHAN BROS.,
Publishers:

Triplicane Madras.

The Journal of

The Madras Geographical

Association

is a valuable Companion to

the Teacher.

Apply to:—THE SECRETARY,
MADRAS GEOGRAPHICAL
ASSOCIATION,
Gopalapuram, |

MADRAS.

THE SCHOLAR.

ANNUAL 1931
Price As. 12,

NOTE.—One year subscribers will get

the Annual copy free,
Subscription Rs. 3, a year.

Apply to— THE MANAGER,
“THE SCHOLAR,” Palghat,

THE INDIAN EDUCATOR,
An Ilustrated High Class Cheap Monthly.

Editor: V. Aravamuda Iyengar, B.A., L.T..
Annual Subscription Rs. 2 only. Sample '

Copy, As. 3.
Controlled by an influential Editorial Board.
Recommended by District Educational
Officers for use in Schools, Colleges, Clubs
and Libraries. Best Advertising Medium.
Send M. O. to the Manager :
THE INDIAN EDUCATOR,
MADURA.

THE SOUTH INDIA TEACHERS’ UNION PRGTECTION FUND.

Dear Sir,

Some how, some day, each and every one of us would like to feel
that our daily Bread did not come wholly from our daily efforts—that
there is a Sum of Money saved for the rainy day or as a provision for
our dependants in the event of any unforeseen risk on the life of the
bread winner. '

So many people think they will begin to make provision “After
a while”. But the “After a while” never comes unless we make an
early start. ‘

It is not the money you Spend now that will make you comforta-
ble by and by. It is the provision that you make Now and during all
the Nows of your PRODUCING YEARS.

Experience has shown that provision for old age must be begun
early to be really successful.

Is there a better way of making this provision than insuring your
lives—especially with a Professional Organisation like the S. I. T. U.
Protection Fund ?

Why don’t you decide now to join ?
The office of the Fund will be glad to furnish you further details.

Won't you write to the office at the earliest opportunity and join
the Fund at least for one unit ?

Fraternally yours,
41, Singarachari St., vy

Triplirane, Madras M. K. RAMAMURT],

Hony. Secretary.




K. PALANIANDI PILLAI & CO.

Educational Publishers
16, Sembudoss Street, G.T., MADRAS.

We have held the field for the past fifteen years as
Premier Publishers of Original Excellence.

Among Qur Publications Are

Tales for Children: Text-Books for Schools
AND
EDITIONS FOR LIBRARY
IN -
ENGLISH TAMIL =~ . AND TELUGU

Development of Child-Mind in consistence with Modern Thought
has been the Aim of every one of Our Publications.

The Presentation of Subject, The Arrangement of Ideas,

The Simplicity of Thought, the Choice of Topics, and The

Fineness of Get-Up have earned for us the Co-operation of the
Teaching Public.

OUR NEW AND ARTISTIC CATALOGUE CAN BE HAD ON APPLICATION.

I Y 0 A A Y GG A O A A Gt G S Ay, D e S0 A 8 S W G O D A O O N S R G O B A S A S0 A0 Gy OF 4R 6U R R 0F @0 W O P

- 1929 SCHEME - MADRAS _
RECOMMENDED BY THE S. S. L. C. BOARD

PRESCRIBED TEXTS IN TRAVANCORE AND HYDERAEAD.

A SCHOOL HISTORY OF INDIA by M. S. Ramaswami Iyengar (recommended
as a text for ‘A’ Group by the Board), Rs. 1-12, -~

THREE AUTHORS' ALGEBRA, Revised Edition, by N. Panchapagesa Iyer, Rs. 2.

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE—PHYSICS & CHEMISTRY by V. N. Viswanatha Iyer
and P. A. Narayana Iyer, Rs. 1-4.

NEW GEOMETRY FOR HIGH SCHOOLS by A. A. Krishnaswami Iyengar,'Rs. 2-8.

NEW ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS FOR HIGH SCHOOLS by K. Vaidyanatha-
swami Iyer and N. Panchapagesa Iyer.

ASK FOR CATALOGUE FOR OTHER PQPULAR BOOKS.

SRINIVASA VARADACHARI & CO,,
Publishers : 190, Mount Road : Madras.

-------------------------------------mﬂ.-----.------------

i
i
i
i
l
i
i

.-.----.---
.0 0 0 8 0 0 U0 0 IO O O 2 O D N T G e A e Bt o e e e e s e

-
)

CONTENTS

Pacge

SOME PROBLEMS IN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH by Mr. R. M
Savur ’ ] 615
THE NURSERY SCHOOL IN MADRAS by Miss E. M. Bain .. 624

/

ARE BOOKS YOUR REAL FRIENDS by Mr. S. R. Ranganathan
MA, LT " 628
RAO BAHADUR P V. SESHU IYER . 631

J. P. COTELINGAM—A GREAT SOUTH INDIAN EDUCATIONIST 632

TRAIT STUDY by Mr. A. Joseph | 639
THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS PROGRAMME FOR EDU-

CATION

.. 640
TIT-BITS FROM THE EDUCATIONAL WORLD by Clipper .. 644
FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS o 646
THE FIFTH SOUTH INDIAN EDUCATION WEEK .. 659
THE TEACHERS’ BOOKSHELF | ' .. 662
EDITORIAL 663



E R
R LEE L LD LR D] ------------------------------.------'-------i

Elementary Science Series (S.S.L.C. )
S. S. L. C. 1929 Scheme

EDITOR: M. S. SABHESAN, M.A.
PROF. OF BOTANY
MADRAS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE.

The Director of Public Instruction, Madras has requested the District Educatignal Officers and
Inspectresses of Girls’ Schogls to commend the series to the heads of Government Institutions in
his proceedings R.C. No. 708 G|32, dated 15th June 1932.

Approved by the Text Book Committee, Madras, for School use.
Prescribed as Text-books! in Travancore Secondary Schools.

PLANT LIFE—M. S. SABHESAN, M.A. As,
ANIMAL LIFE—R. VENKATASESHAIYA, M.A. . As. 8
HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY, HYGIENE AND -

FIRST AID—R. VENKATASESHAIYA, M.A. . As. 8
CHEMISTRY—M. V. SITHARAMAN, MA. . As. 8
PHYSICS—T. N. KRISHNASWAMI, M.A., L.T. . As. 12

G. SRINIVASACHARI & SONS
Educational Publishers,
13, Narasingapuram Street,
Mount Road, 1'\’.[adras.

1
)
]
]
1
]
1
1
]
1
]
]
]
1
]
]
1
1
1
]
]
1
1
L]
8
[ ]
1
1
1
L]
]
1
1
]
1
1
1
3
1
]
1
]
]
]
]
]
3
L)

TELLING - - QUALITY
ARE THE KEY NOTES |
OF OUR SUCCESS -

STRIKING . . . "~ SERVICE

Chemtcal Physzcal Bzologzcal and
| Physiological Apparatus.

We Dare say you are one of our Esteemed Clients.
If not, please get your next Supplies from us.
You are sure to note many outstanding
advantages.

Everything for a Laboratory—School,

College or Industrial.

Central Scientific Supplies Co., Ltd., ]
COMPLETE LABORATORY FURNISHERS,
14, PERIANNA MAISTRY STREET,
Behind Broadway Post Office, G. T. MADRAS,

. ,su'- e
/ﬂ N

w N
/< Q ®
‘3 LY
n‘\‘ /éb%' 7

THE =

SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER
'Yol. VIII. December, 1935 No. 12

SOME PROBLEMS IN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH *
/ By
MR. R. M. SAVUR,
District Educational Officer, Madras

§

I was asked to deliver a sort of inaugural address for this newly
formed section and I was given to understand that one of the main objects
of the formation of this section was the conducting of research and experi-
mental work in the teaching of English. This is, no doubt, a very laudable

- object, and it is natural that we should think about doing some kind of re-

search work, particularly, when we see so many other Indians gaining name
and fame by means of research work. Naturally, these examples make us
think—why we should not make a name for ourselves. But unfortunately,
there is a vast difference between research work in Education and research
work in other fields. You might make a very trifling discovery which may
not be capable of being put to use for the benefit of humanity for another

' century to come, say in the field of physics or chemistry, and yet you will

be hailed as a great genius; and probably you will get the Nobel Prize and
all that sort of thing. But in education, nobody bothers about the research
work you may do, or about the dlscoverles that you make, though
they prove of immediate - benefit to children.’ Very little credit
comes to anybody who does research work in the educational
field. Therefore, if you are under the impression that by doing
research work in education you are going to become famous, or
that the world is going to give you credit for the work you
have done, I am afraid you will find you are badly mistaken. It is
much better to go into this work with your eyes open, so that you may not
be disappointed in the end and become soured by disappointment.

As I have said elsewhere in one of my articles in the South Indian
Teacher, the eductional field in India is a virgin field and at present there-
fore it doe; not require any kind of special genius to do research work in
this country. All that it requires is just two qualities. First is the capa-
city or the willingness to do hard work which often means a good deal of

*Mr. R. M. Savur, District Educational Officer, Madras, in inaugurating the English
section of the Madras Teachers’ Guild on Thursday, the 19th September in the Singara-
chariar Hall, Hindu High School, Triplicane, delivered the above address,
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- with absolutely little interest in it—mechanical work—and this
is the worst portion of research work in educational matters. Working, as
I have been, for several years in this field, I have sad experience of the
dullness of the work that we have often to do. Of course, I have had a
good deal of assistance from teachers for which I am thankful. But I have
had also very sorry experiences. I am yet to recover from a certain teacher
who volunteered to help me, the original matter that I gave him for simple
consolidation. It is more than a year since I gave it to him.  After six
months of enquiry I have found out his address, but I have still to recover
the material which it took a score of teachers several months to collect.

If you are going to do any research work, you must be prepared for
these two things. One is no appreciaticn from anybody else for the work
that you have done, and the other is you must be: prepared to undertake
any kind of dull work, however hard and tedious it may be.

As I said, you do not have to be a genius to be able to do the work.
What you require is the proper mental attitude towards problems. You
must be capable of giving up the dull routine attitude that we usually take
towards school questions and you must cultivate the habit of looking at
every aspect of every question that confronts you.

I will give you a very simple example of what I mean. A boy was
detained in the IInd Form of a Secondary school. He leaves the school
and gets himself admitted into the VIIIth Standard of a Higher Elementary
school. As you all know, the 8th standard is equivalent to the IIIrd Form.
After one year in the 8th Standard of the Higher Elementary school, he is
promoted by the school. He comes back to the original school, seeks
admission into the IVth Form, is examined and admitted into Form IV.
The headmaster was telling me how careful they were in making their
admissions, how carefully they examined students before they admitted
them and all that kind of thing. Aboui this incident itself, what was the
only point that exercised the mind of the headmaster ? The point was this
—breach of Madras Education Rule. Could he or could he not gain ad-
mission into the higher standard ? Was this obtaining admission by false
representation ? What should be done ? That is what I call the routine
aspect. The least important part of this question was that routine aspect.
What should be done with the boy ? What do the rules say ?

What is the aspect that the headmaster should have looked at? He
should have looked at the educational implications. If this boy had con-
tinued in the secondary school, he would have been fit only for the 3rd
form, granting that he was promoted at the end of the year. He was found
fit for the 4th form because he spent that year in the ‘Higher Elementary
school. If he had spent that 12 months in the Secondary school instead of
in an Elementary school, he would have been found fit only for the 3rd form.
Because he spent 12 months in the Elementary school, he became fit for
4th form. Is the Elementary school superior to the other ? Where is the
boasted superiority of the secondary school? Or are the examinations of
the secondary school worthless ? Was the boy detained when he was really
fit for the 3rd form ? Or was the careful “admission-examination” about
which the Headmaster was boasting quite worthless ?

You will realise the educational implications of the question
are far more important than the breach of the rules. Yet the headmaster
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was incapable of thinking of the educational implications of the questior.
tHy was asking what the D.E.O., would say; and whether he would consider
it a breach of the rules. You should give up the habit of looking only at
the routine aspects of a question and cultivate the habit of looking at every
other aspect of the question as well. I can multiply these general instances,
but it is quite unnecessary. I hope I have made you understand what I
wanted to convey to you.

I shall proceed now to another, but far more important question ;
and in dealing with this question, I hope I shall be able to make you
realise how we have failed to exercise the capacity that we possess to think
about a question. Take the question of teaching English in our schools.
Now we have universally adopted what is called the direct method. I am
not going to dissect it, but I want to go into the history of the introduction
of this method and its development, so that vou can understand the pro-
lem before us.

Now everybody knows that the direct method of teaching was devised
for teaching a foreign language. This method was devised primarily for
the teaching of French in England. It spread to the teaching of other lang-
uvages. Before we can decide upon the usefulness of a particular
method, we must know the objectives of the people who devised the method,
what they aimed at in their teaching and if their teaching methods suc-
ceeded in achieving that aim. That is the first question. Without a know-
ledge of the detailed objectives it is impossible for us to select a proper
method or decide the objective value of any particular method. Now let
us go into the objectives of those who devised the direct method. It was
devised primarily for the teaching of French to the English boys
many years ago. What was the object when it was devised ? First of all,
who were the pupils who wanted to learn French and why did they want
to learn it ? This is very important for us to decide because I can give
you an instance of how time could be wasted if we did not know the
objectives of the learner. I know an instance of a Lubbai boy, rather a
young man ; I found him in the 1st form or 2nd form of a high school. He
was about 23 years. He had been about two years in the school and had
come up tothatclass. On enquiry, I was told that this young man was
the son of a very rich Mohammedan ‘Hides and Skins’ merchant. The
father did not know, English himself and wanted his son to learn the
language so that he might conduct the business without depending upon
interpreters. He was admitted and he went on with the usual curriculum
of the school. What was the result ? At the end of the two years’ course
this boy had not come across those two words ‘Hides and Skins.’ I or you
or anybody else could have taught him all the English he required in half
the time he had already spent in the school. I give an extreme case.

You realise that first of all you must decide why the boy wants to
learn English. Now the English boy, quarter of a century ago, wanted to
learn French chiefly so that he might be able to converse with his neigh-
bours acrc:s the channel, and so it was only a very small number of the
better classes who took to learning French. Their main object was to be
able to converse with Frenchmen. Naturally, the main emphasis
was laid upon ability to speak. All other objectives were subsidiary, and
in consequence we get this direct method of teaching French. You see that
all that the boy wanted to do was to learn to speak French not for any
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examination but just for the sake of learning to speak French. The objec-
tive of the boy who wanted to learn French being such as it is, the emphasis
of the method was placed upon conversation.

Now let us contrast therefore, the differences between the learning
situations which holds good with French in England and the learning situa-
tion with English in India. We have adopted this direct method, pre-
sumably because we assumed that the learning situations were'identical.
If there is much difference, then the method will not do for us. If the
ob]ectlves are quite the reverse, if the emphasis is placed upon other points
than in England, then the method will not suit us. Let us contrast there-
fore the two learmng situations' and see what we get.

, First of all, what was the importance of the language to the two sets
of children? French was merely an optional language to the English; a
luxury accomplishment. It had very little value for examination purposes
at the beginning or for entrance to the University. English in India is a
vital subject. It is a compulsory subject. French in-England did not mean
a livelihood for the boy, whereas English in India means a livelihood for
the boy, an additional qualification for earning the livelihood; so that for
the Indian boy English is far more important than French was to the English
boy. Then if we dissect the problem, divide it into its component parts,
we get further contrasts. For supposing you divide up the language into
the abilities of reading, writing and speech—speech, of course, which invol-

ves pronuncxatlon—-what do we get ? Reading French was again a luxury

indulged in very rarely after the boy left the school. Here for the Indian boy,
reading is of primary importance because that is the one language in the
present conditions through which we can keep in touch with the world
thought and world developments. Mind you, I am not saying that this is
right or this is wrong. I am not considering whether English ought to con-
tinue to enjoy the present importance or not. I am merely placing before
vou the actual fact. In writing, the importance was practically nil, be-
cause in the beginning it was not paying. The English boy did not want to
write letters to the French people. Writing was not of primary importance.
Ability to write English is very important for Indians. Then if we take
speech, with French it was of primary importance. What is the importance
of the ability to speak English, we must {decide. Do not take the teaching
profession.—Teachers form only a very infinitesimal part of the popula-
tion. Vast numbers of boys who come to the secondagy school will rarely

speak English after they leave the school. A wery slight ability to speak

English will be quite enough as compared with the ability to read and
write. By means of writing you earn your livelihood, By reading you
keep in touch with the world developments. Then let us sub-divide speech
and deal with pronunciation in the two learning situations. Most probably
you know French pronunciation is exceedingly difficult—for everybody
except Frenchmen, of course. Another point about French pronunciation
is that unless French is pronounced correctly, probably nobody will under-
stand what is spoken; and the object of the Englishman being to converse
with Frenchmen, if he is not able to pronounce as the Frenchman does, no-
body would be able to understand him. On account of the objective of the
English boy, pronunciation was a question of prime importance to the
English boy. What is the importance of English pronunciation to us,
Indians ? By English pronunciation I mean should we attempt to teach our
boys to pronounce like Englishmen ? Is it necessary ? Totally unneces-
sary, I think; because for one thing the Americans do not attempt to pro-
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mounce like Englishmen. They have developed a pronunciation of their
o¥n. I think it was Oscar Wilde who said “ We, Englishmen, have every-

thing in common with the Americans except the language.” The Ameri-

.cans’ written English is very much the same as it is in England but the

/

pronunciation is different. Australians pronounce English after their own
fashion—so0 do the Canadians. Why should not we have, as far as pro-
nunciatien is concerned, an Indian variety ? We have it in spite of our
best efforts already. After all, why do we want spoken English ? For
whose sake should we teach an Indian boy to pronounce like an English-
man ? Indians can understand English as it is pronounced in India. If the
few Englishmen in India want to understand us, let them take the trouble
to understand our English. So I think it is utter waste of time (it has

“been for the last 20 years) trying to teach our boys to pronounce like English-

men. Whichever way you look at, pronunciation is of secondary impor-
tance to outr boys. ,Lel me put all this in the form of a tabular statement.

/ FRENCH IN ENGLAND
An Optional Subject

I. Importance,—A luxury—for occasional oral intercourse chiefly.
1. (a) Reading.—Luxury—occasional.
(b) Writing—Of practically no importance to the English boy.
(c) Speech.—Pronunciation—Prime importance.
Ability to express ideas by speech—Prime importance.

ENGLISH IN INDIA
A Compulsory Subject—The Most

1. Importance.—~Compulsory subject—Prime importance.

II. (a) Reading.—Prime importance, for vocation and to keep in touch
with world news, etc.
(b) Writing—Prime importance—for most a vocational accomplish-
ment,
(c) Specch.—Pronunciation—Of secondary importance.
Ability to express ideas by speech—Of Secondary import-
ance.

The Direct Method evolved for teaching French to English boys of
the richer classes emphasises pronunciation and ability to speak at the

expense of Reading ability (chiefly silent reading) and writing ability.

Thus the two learning situations are exactly the opposite of each
other. Yet this method has been adopted by us unquestioningly. How-
ever, what has been dene has been done. Now at least we can change our
attitude. We have adopted a method which was devised 25 years ago in
England and we have been following it for the last 20 years. Well, it is
our habit to follow, copy slavishly, methods from the West. Why do we
not follow the modlﬁcanons that have been made in the West in the last
25 years ? Let us at least be consistent in our attitude. Now has any-
body taken the trouble of keeping in touch with the developments in the
methods of teaching French in England ? I have taken the trouble and I
find a considerable amount of change—change which is the result of changes
in the objectives that govern the learning situation there. Recent modifi-
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cations in the examination systems have changed objectives. To-day in what
is called the School Certificate Examination, French is one of the optional
subjects. It is one of the subjects included among those which give eligi-
bility for admission to Universities. When French thus became a subject
for the public examination, because larger numbers tock it, the examina-
tion became a written examination; the emphasis shifted from speech to
writing. With the shifting of the emphasis from speech to the other
branches, that is, reading and writing, changes were made in the method.
The more advanced teachers of French have tried to evolve their own
methods, and as an example of that I have brought you two of the latest
readers that were published last year for the teaching of French in England
and you will allow me to read just one sentence from the preface of the
author (E. Saxelby, M.A., of Bolton School). -

“I have found that unless pupils who are being trained to express
themselves directly in French are taught at the same time to write cor-
rectly what they can say, they will never attain to a scholarly grasp of the
language.”

As soon as the boy is able to say one sentence, he should write the sentence.
That is what he means. Now contrast this with what we are
still doing. Take the lowest of class of such of the schools in this city, or
at least majority of them, as are beginning English in the 3rd standard.
The teaching is confined entirely to speaking and there is no writing.

You will see from a perusal of these “readers” how thinking people
who want to develop are ready to modify their methods to suit changed
objectives. We are not keeping in touch with the developments or modi-
fications made which have been necessitated by changing objectives.

A knowledge of the objectives is also important to decide the curri-
culum that we have got to adopt. Naw as I said, before we
can decide how to teach English, we must know why the boy
wants to learn English and what is the emphasis that we should
place upon the wvarious sub-sections of the language programme.
We realise that as far as our boys are concerned, ability to read
and understand is far more important than ability to speak. The ability to
write in many cases is also of secondary importance excepting
for passing of examination. Eligibility for the university is required only
by a small proportion of the boys. Speaking of the majority of the boys
who come into the secondary school they want primarily the ability to read
and understand so that they may keep in touch with world-developments.
Of secondary importance is the ability to write. They may have to write to
a friend whose mothertongues may be different. They might have to write
a little in the course of business. But that is a very little quantity. Of pri-
mary importance is the ability to read and understand. Now how much
English should we teach them to attain these objectives ? The problem is
to fix the quantity of English that we should teach. We must have some unit
of measurement. What is the unit of measurement we can take ? I need not
go into the complicated definitions and terminology developed by Palmer.
But for our purpose to-day, we can take the unit of measurement as the num-
 ber of words. Of course, you must understand that teaching 200 words does

not mean only twice as much as the teaching of 100 words, because with
200 words we can make far more combinations than with 100. Let us simplify
the question and decide upon the word as a unit of measurement. Then we
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come to this question. How many words should be taught by the end of the
cburse and how should we divide up this number of words from year to year ?
~That brings up this problem. What is the nature of improvement in a lan-
.guage. By nature I mean what is the sort of curve of improvement that you
get in a language ?

-~
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A / B C : D
In curve A., we get equal improvement in successive years.

In curve B., the rate of improvement increases every year.

In curve C., the improvement is rapid in the beginning: It slows
down gradually and finally a very early limit is reached.

In curve D., the improvement is slow at the beginning and it increases
rapidly. Finally it increases so rapidly that'there is no sign of any limit to
that improvement.

Which of these types holds good in the case of improvement in a foreign
language ? The third (curve C.) applies to most kinds of improvement. Is
. it necessary for us to know how many words we should attempt to teach in
the first year, how many in the second and so on? I have not yet come
across any book (or person) which has got any information on this question.

Mr. Michael West attempted to find out how many words boys of vari-

'ous classes knew. In his pamphlet “ Bilingualism in Bengal”, he gives a

curve plotted from the figures obtained during his investigation. This curve
is a concave curve resembling the curve D. If this were true then it means
at sixty you can learn more words of a foreign language than you could at
ten or fifteen or twenty years of age. This curve (Dr. M. West’s) does not
furnish any useful information because from the way in which the informa-
tion was gathered this gives you only the curve of improvement for extensive
vocabulary—reading vocabulary. This does not give any information about
the writing vocabulary of the boy. This gives the number of words of which
the boy merely knows the meaning of : It does not give the number of words
that a boy is able to use in expressing his thoughts. I quite realise how a
man’s extensive vocabulary may go on increasing like this; but one can also

realise that one’s intensive-vocabulary cannot increase like this: If it did,

why, at my age, am I not able to write like H. G. Wells, or Rugkin or any-
body else ? or speak as fluently as the best spealgers ? This gives us very
little help. What we have to find out is what is the improvement that is possi-
ble in the intensive vocabulary of a pupil: and then you must find out any
new method which can give greater improvement,
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We believe that the younger the child, the more easily it learns an-
other language : the older we are the more difficult it is for us to learn a new
language. Whether this belief is correct or not, is not the point. But how
far does our practice justify our belief ?

You will be able to realise that if we make a study of the series of
readers in use in school. Sometime back I made a study and I will give you
some figures.

Our common belief is that the older we grow the more difficult it is
for us to learn a foreign language. What sort of curve do we get from the
kind of improvement on which the vocabulary of these detailed texts is

based ?

Another problem we have to consider is what I'will explain by an
example. The steps are not of equal difficulty here. Out of a maximum of 100 is
it not easier for a boy to improve from 30 to 35 than to improve from 90 to
95 ? The steps are five marks each ; but the steps are not of equal difficulty.
It is next to impossible to increase from 95 to 100. Now what are these steps
in improvement in the intensive vocabulary ? Does a step of 100 words in

the first year mean the same as a step of 100 words in the last year of school ?.

I cannot imagine them to be the same. Obviously, we can increase our stock
of words from 0 to 100 much more easily than from 6,000 to 6,100. -How far
do we succed in our objectives in teaching these words? How many of
these boys acquire the ability to use these 4,000 words attempted tb be taught
by the users of the first series ? What fraction of these words do they actu-
ally acquire ?

This study has brought to light another problem. Some schools begin
with 'the 4th standard as the lowest and some the 5th. I wanted to see what
the headmasters of these types of schools did. The problem particularly
affects the school in which the 5th standard is the lowest. The question that
arises is this. Each school gets in its lowest class a large majority of pupils
from the Elementary schools. Some Elementary schools do not teach English
at all. In some other Elementary schools you will say it would have been
better if they had not taught English at all. Thus the “ 5th class " school has

to begin teaching English ignoring the smattering of English some of the-

pupils might have already acquired previously in the Elementary school.
This means that the “ 5th class ” school has to teach 4,000 -words in 4 years
while the *“ 4th class ” school has 5 years to teach them in. If the “ 5th class”
school can teach 4,000 words in 4 years why should the “ 4th class” school
want 5 years ?

Then again we get another problem. Most series of readers have a
primer or first reader, a second reader and so on. In the “4th class” school
the primer or first reader is used in the 4th class and the 2nd reader in the
5th class. What is the “ 5th class ” school to do ? I have found two kinds of
procedure adopted. One “ 5th class ” school ignores the primer or first reader
altogether and teaches the 2nd reader to all comers—irrespective of whether
they are utter beginners or not. Another “ 5th class” school prescribed the
first reader and the 2nd reader for the 5th class to be done in one year. This
meant in the series under consideration 1,200 words in 1 year. If this school was
successful in its attempt to teach 1,200 words in one year to beginners why
should the “4th class ” school spend two years teaching a primer of say 500
words in the 4th class and the second reader of 700 words in the 5th class,
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I just wanted to give you an idea of a couple of the many problems
that face teachers of English and to give you an idea of how necessary it is
to start a section of this type—a research section. Although I began by try-

“ing to discourage, I did not really mean to discourage you, but only wanted

you to realise the situation as it is before you plunge into the work that
should be done.

The question is very much talked of to-day—the question of word
frequency—the number of repetitions that are necessary before the boy can
be considered to have learnt a particular word. That is another question
which has not been decided. How often ought a word to be repeated before
a child can be said to have learnt it ? Should the same word occur 20 times
in the reader or 30 ? What is the current practice ? What is the best prac-
tice ? Here I have a First Reader or Primer in English published in America.
In that country even to get a Headmaster to consider a specimen-copy the
author or the publisher should give this kind of information. At the end of
this bock it gives you a list of the words that cccur alphabetically arranged
and against each word a number showing on which page the word first occurs
is given. This primer has a vocabulary of 190 words. The average number
of new words on a page is 1.3. The average frequency is 25. This is the ele-
mentary information which every author is supposed to give. Without this
no headmaster in America would look at a book.

The other point is this. The teachers who believe in this book believe
that every word should be repeated 25 times at least for an average child
to know it. In this learning situation the child’s mother-tongue is English.
It knows the spoken word already. Whenispoken, it can understand it. It
knows the meaning. All that it now has to do is to learn to recognise the
written word. Our children have to learn everything, written word, pro-
nunciation, meaning etc. If a child requires 25 repetitions to learn how to
recognise a written word of its mother-tongue which it already knows, how
many repetitions are necessary for our boys before they can learn a word
of a foreign language ? In most of the series whose vocabulary I have studied,
the average number of repetitions is only 5 to 6. Now if a word occurs 5
times in the course of a year will it be enough, when 25 repetitions are neces-
sary for a child to learn to recognise a word of its mother-tongue ? These
are some of the questions that we have got to study ‘before we can improve
the status of English teaching in our schools. Personally, I do not believe
the cry that is raised that the standard of English has deteriorated in our
schools. How can you say that the old Matriculate is better than the School
Final boy of today ? That is a common habit with most of the older genera-
tions. An old man like myself loves to say the present generation of boys
is very much deteriorated ; he loves to say “ when we were boys we were
superior to the boys of the present day”. To say such a thing gives the old
man a pleasant feeling of superiority which he can attain in no other way.
I do not attach any importance to this cry that the English of our boys has
deteriorated. Yet I say we must try to improve the quality of our teaching.
It is absolutely necessary that somebody should do research work, and as I
have said, that somebody is the teacher. It is much easier for a hundred
teachers to join together and do a piece of work than it is for one man to do
this kind of mechanical work, that necessarily attaches to any kind of re-
search work. If 100 teachers each take one page of a book and prepare a
word list they can do in one day what it took me a couple of years to do.

2



THE NURSERY SCHOOL IN MADRAS—A SUCCESSFUL VENTURE

BY
MISS E. M. BAIN,

“The idea of nursery schools is new in Madras, but not entirely new
to India. In America and England, they have been in existence for a good
many years now. In America, I am told they do good work not only with
the children of poor parents but with the poor children of rich millionaires,
who are just as much in need of the training given by the nursery school
as the children of the mother who has to be out at work all day. In Eng-
land, they exist mostly for the sake of children whose mothers go out to
work, though some fairly well-to-do parents are glad to send their children
too. :

“It is the same type of school, adapted to Indian conditions, that we
are trying to introduce in Madras. I should not have said that the idea
was entirely new to Madras, for I have heard several people in recent years

say that they wished we could have some nursery schools in Madras, and |

for several years I have had a hankering after one in connection with my
own school. My school is for the children, both boys and girls, of well-to-do
- Indian parents who are willing to pay good fees. There is a pre-school
class for children between 3 and 5. They pay Rs. 5 each month, merely
for tuition, and yet the class has 15 to 20 children in it. This shows that
Indian parents appreciate proper surroundings and training at that age, and,
what means a great deal more, are willing to pay for it. One day, an In-
dian gentleman came to enroll his grandson, a fine placid infant of 14 months.
He said he wanted ‘the child to be properly trained from the beginning. I
was sorry that I had to refuse the new admission. ‘ ‘

“Few people will question the importance of proper care and sur-
roundings and training at that age. Think of any home where there is a
baby with both a mother and a ayah caring for it. If that child is being
properly cared for, it is a busy life for both .ayah and mother. It needs
constant care and supervision except when it is sleeping, and, even then,
you have to be sure it is sleeping in a place where'it cannot roll over into
danger. It does seem strange sometimes when a mother tells you that she
hasn’t had a minute to herself all day, but it is very often the case. If any
father ever doubis it, let him try looking after a small child for a whole
day by himself. No mother will ever say that it is not important what
happens to a child in the years from 2 to 5. Every year is important in a
child’s development, and these years for the formation of physical habits
and the acquiring of self-control and self-help are as’important as any
years in the child’s life. It is important that no bad influence or wrong
outlook should cloud or bias the child’s attitude to life. The mite of two

Speaking at the meeting of the Madras Rotary Club on the 18th Nev., Miss E.
.M. Bain.gave an absorbing account of the genesis and development of the first Nursery

School in Madras. :
: (Extract from The Madras Mail, Saturday, October 19, 1935.)
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hgs a rig ;t_@f“_‘é)ip"eag f(l\;iendliness and co-operation from all surrounding
him. The world-should be his friend. We all know children, and even
grown-ups, who suffer nervously because of some fright or bad influence
in their first few years. Most of the complexes which supply psycho-
analysts with their patients have their origin then.

GIVING CHILDREN A CHANCE

Now the aim of the nursery school is, just, to give the children
a chance. Children with good mothers and sensible ayahs are getting al-
ready what we are trying to give others, except that they do not get the
companionship of other children which is so good for them and from which
they learn so much, in sharing and co-operating and even learning to take
a back seat on occasion. But think of the houses where children never
‘get a chance. Think of one of the homes from which two of our children
come. The father is out of work, The mother teaches in a Corporation

,School—one child of six years goes to school—three children under

four are left at home in charge of a small servant-girl ten years old. What
chances can these children have ? Eight of our chldren come from homes
where the mothers have to go out to work.

‘ Now the origin of this particular school was this. A philanthropic
gentleman in Mylapore offered a hall for social work and someone suggested
that it would be good to start a nursery school there. This suggestion was
placed before a Y. W. C. A. Committee meeting. The situation of the hall,
however, with tram-lines on two sides made it unsuitable for such small
children. But several felt that the idea of having a nursery school was worth
keeping alive, so a number of ladies likely to be interested were invited to
talk over the project. Many sites were inspected, but none were possible
and the idea was in danger of being abandoned when Miss Comstock of the
Methodist Episcopal Mission, Ritherdon Road, was met—who said that she
could offer accommadation and possibly a worker, and she herself and her
colleague had some training and experience in nursery school work. The
committee were only too thankful to avail themselves of this offer, which
gives us premises and surroundings in many respects just what we want.
There is a nice big compound, with part of it reserved for the Nursery School.
One nice large airy room with a large carpet in the middle is their play-

- room. Next to this, there is a wide passage way where they sleep and eat.

Just beyond this, a room 10 by 10 with low cement walls and a thatched roof
has been erected for a washing room, for washing operations and toilet duties
are very important lessons to learn between 2 and 5.

MAKING UP A BUDGET

The first thing the committee had to do was to make up a budget. It
was easy enough to assess the income, for we had none. Hopes were high
but hopes do not make a very solid foundation. An appeal was made in
May but the result was most disappointing, and there was much debating
and correspondence in June as to whether the school should “actually be
started or not. In the end, it was felt that a nursery school actually in
existence was the best advertisement- for its continued existence.
So on a basis of loans and faith it was started as an experiment

“for six months from July 15. By this time, the guaranteed income was a

monthly grant of Rs. 50 per month from the Red Cross, Rs. 20 per month
from subscriptions and donations and we expected to have about 8 rupees
from fees paid by the children. The faith has been justified in great
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measure. Fees brought in about Rs. 21 for the month instead of Rs. 8, and
more subscriptions began to come in, while on the other side, our expenses
were much lower. Instead of being Rs. 150 they were under Rs. 100. Now
we are creeping along, not nearly so desperate, but not at all safe as regards
the future, for our aim is, not just to found this one school, but a chain of
schools one in each conjested district of Madras.

Our objects are four :—

(1) To train little children in hygienic and social habits.
(2) To provide safe and happy centres for children of pre-school age
whose mothers go out to work, as well as for children in more favourable
circumstances.
(3) To encourage parents to study child life' and its needs by the

formation of a parents’ club where classes will be held by trained workers."

(4) To provide a ftraining centre for those who wish to qualify
themselves for work in nursery schools.

Our first two objects occupied all our attention at first, but already
we have made a beginning with (3) and (4). We have a trained health
visitor who looks after the health side of the school. She gives her services
free and has only a travelling allowance. She visits the homes, as do some
of the members of committee and there has already been one meeting of
mothers. They have planned to have monthly meetings and have asked that
the next talk should be on the subject of food. It is expected that this side
will develop greatly, as only when there is full co-operation with the homes
can the best work be done. In addition to the health worker, we have a
trained Kindergarten teacher, and one student who is being trained as a
nursery school worker.

THE FUNDAMENTALS

Buildings, equipments, finace, staff, plans—all these have to be settled
before we can get down to the real kernel of the nursery school—the school
itself with the children who attend it. Names were collected beforehand
and there were forty likely applicants for eighteen places. Various consi-
derations decided the final choice of the children. The main one naturally
is—the need of the children. The most needy are chosen. Another is to get
children from homes where you are sure the parents will co-operate with
the school and ‘benefit from the co-operation. A third consideration has been

the deciding one in some cases. It was expected-that we should have to pay.

a conductress to take the children to and from the school, but owing to our
unsafe financial condition, it was decided to admit only children who cou]d
be brought at school and taken home again.

VISIT THE SCHOOL
Now the very best thing you can do is tc go and see the school.
Visitors are welcome any day. Monday to Friday from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.
This is Education Week in Madras and teachers are going to make a visit
to this school, part of their week’s programme.

At 9 the children are supposed to arrive, but some come before then.
On arrival, they have health inspection and change into school dress. 'The
school dress is a simple garment made for us by volunteers. We hope in
time to have sufficient to give them a clean one each day. At present the
supply is insufficient, so some days they have to wear their own clothes.
The wearing of these dresses is advisable for two reasons—to make sure
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that they are clean, and to avoid any distinction between rich and poor once
tHey are inside the school.
After health inspection, they run to the play-ground, where they have

.swings, a jungle-gym, i.e., a set of bars for climbing, and a fine sand-pit with

buckets and little shapes for cooking and making sand-pies. The morning
I went to see them, some dolls had just been presented, and, as a variation,
two tiny tots were giving their dolls a swing.

At 9-15 they come in for a drink of fruit juice or some fresh fruit, and
for toilet arrangements. Then they settle down to story-telling for ten
minutes, after which they have singing and rhythmical exercises. They were
at this when I arrived. The children were standing in a circle singing a very
simple rhyme. One child in the centre chose another who went in front of
the first. Then they chose another who walked in front of the two and so on.
One little girl in a long purple dress (the school dresses were at the dhobi
that day) two & a quarter years old, was greatly interested in the game.
Every time some one was chosen, she bunched up her frock in front, gave
a jump or two and chuckled Wlth delight. Her own turn did not come till
nearly the last. Her joy was deep for words or even for chuckles. She
took her place at the top of the line, her countenance beaming with pride
and gratification. .

' DIRECTED PLAY

From 10-50 to 11-10 they have directed play. Some string beads, a
never ending interest for tiny children. Some play with the nice big wooden
bricks. The first day these were given, the only idea for a time was to
arrange them in a long line. Then one little tot began to walk along the
narrow roadway she had made. Then shel had a further bright idea—she
went and got a small wheel-barrow to wheel it along the path.

At 11-15, they begin to prepare for their meal. Preparation for the
next thing takes up quite a lot of their time. First of all, they have to put
away their toys. Then they go to the wash-room and find their own soap-
dish. They pour water with a little dipper over each other’s hands and wash
their hands and faces. They had quite a lot of fun over this. Each one has
his own towel hung in a place on which a particular animal is painted. His
mug and mat are also marked with this animal. Then they go and get their
own mats from the rack and arrange them neatly in a row in the passage-way.

" Then they go as they are ready and choose their own aluminium mug, turn

on the tap of the filter and take some drinking water. They put the mug
beside their mat, then take a plate from the pile and sit down to await the
arrival of the food. The day I was there, one of the staff was away and there
was a little delay before the food appeared. Several of them sang little songs
amongst themselves and when the food appeared there was a spontaneous
clapping of hands.

After tiffin and toilet each child fetches its mat, and places it in the
room and they all sleep, lying quietly for at least an hour and longer if they
do not wake up.

Then there is time for more play in the garden, before a bowl of ragi
'and good milk and so home.

The increase in vitality of the children, their growth in independence,
in social adjustment, in skill of hand and body, and their happiness are all
justification for this work. '

There are probabilities of new schools to be opened, if only financial
aid is forthcdming for this work,—a work, which if it spreads, will build up
the future manhood and womanhood of the country.



ARE BOOKS YOUR REAL FRIENDS *
BY

S. R. RANGANATHAN, M.A., LT, FLA,
University Librarian, Madras, & Secretary, Madras Library Association

Mr. Hameed Hasan's interest in spreading a healthy library habit
among Muslims is well known. He had also demonstrated in his
speech to-day what an effective publicity officer he proves to be.
I had been, .for a long time, thinking of thé need for a pub-
licity officer for the Madras University Library. But Mr. Hameed
Hasan 1is fulfilling the functions of such an officer in an admi-
rable way. I know the great enthusiasm, perseverence, and persuasion
with which he induces the Muslim lady students to use the Madras University
Library. If there is adequate response tq his call from the Muslim lady
students and if they resonate with him in this matter, I am sure, I shall have
soon to persuade the authorities of the University to open a Purdah section
in my library. I shall be most glad to do so. !

In spite of his great interest in books and in spite of his long experience
in judicial procedure in courts, and in spite of his having appointed six of
us to plead the cause of books before the Muslim lady students today, I am
afraid Mr. Hameed Hasan has made our task rather difficult in the way in
which he has framed the main issue to be argued today. The issue as he has
drafted is “ Are your books rea! friends.” I am afraid it will be very difficult
for us to elicit an answer “ yes’ to this question from the students. Assum-
ing that what obtained in my student days obtains even now, so far as
students are concerned, bcoks do not mean real books but text books and
notebooks. To those who are below the average, these text-books and note-
kooks are unwanted tyrants, more hated than loved. Those who are above
the average look upon these text books and notebooks as slaves to be
dispensed with as early as possible. In neither case are their books real
friends to students.

If you want any proof of this proposition, I have only to narrate to you
an incident that occurred on the last day of our University examination. We
had to cross a canal to reach our home from the examination hall. After we
had finished unburdening our memory in the examination hall and as we
were crossing the canal over a bridge, all of us instinctively began to
unburden our hands, of the pockets, and bags, all those dreadful text-books
and notebooks—our ordinary books. This is no wonder !

Books can be friends only if they are real books if they are books of a
certain sort. A friend according to the Dictionary, is one who throws a
benevolent influence on another. Now, if books too throw a benevolent
influence on the reader, they should be saturated with the personahty of the
author. The personality of the author should appear in every line, in every
word and even between words. The flavour of personality should be

(A speech delivered before a gathering of Mushm lady students of Madras on 13th
October 1935).
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uqmlstakably present in the book. The chief charm of the greatest books of
the world like the Koran, the Holy Bible, the Ramayana, the plays of Kalidasa
and of Shakespeare is the everlasting presence of the personality of the

authors in them. It may be a thousand years since the books were written.

It may be that the author of the book is dead and gone. But still the
personality of the author is ever present in the bocks and make the books
iridescent.

I should give a word of warning here that when I say that the presence
of the personality of the author it is, that makes the book a real book, don't
go away with the nnpressmn that 1t is only works in literature that can be
real books. Even what is believed to be a dry as dust subject by some—even
a subject like Mathematics—is capable of being the medium for transmitting
the influence of the personality of the author. The mathematical works of
Hardy, Borel, Vallee Pousson and in general those of most of the French
writers are examples in point. In their mathematical works, in spite of the
subject matter being mathematics, you find the flavour of the persona-
lity of the author wunmistakable. So it is in all subjects. It is
those books with such lasting personal element that will be permanent books.
If we mean by books such permanent books, I should like to amend the issue
of Mr. Hameed Hasan as follows : —* Are books your real friends.” But I
am aware that most of the audience, eighty per cent of whom are students,
may not have had sufficient experience to appreciate what I have said about
the necessary quality of permanent books, and of their invariably proving to
be real friends. In these circumstances, I have to ask the students to take
the testimony of the elders. We have had the testimony of Mr. Hameed
Hasan, Mrs. Hussain, Miss. Seetha Ammal, a few minutes back.

‘As students of English literature, I am sure you should have read the
testimony of English writers like Carlyle and Ruskin, and so let me read to
you the testimony of some American and French writers. Here is Emerson’s

iof the 19th century, “In the highest civilization, the book is still the highest

delight.” Here is another American of a generation earlier than that of
Emerson, Mr. Channing, “ God be thanked for books!” Look at the ecstacy
of Mr. Channing! Are you not able to see the ring of sincerity in his testi-
mony about the value of books ? Here is the 18th Centfjry French philosopher
Montesquieu, saying “Study has been to be a sovereign remedy against the
vexations of life, having never had an annoyance that one hour’s reading
did not dissipate.” I am quite sure, as you grow older, you will appreciate
what an amount of wisdom and experience is concentrated in these words of
Montesquieu. Lastly, I want to read to you the testimony of another French
writer. He belonged to the 17th century. I am particularly anxious that I
should give you his testimony, to this gathering of lady students, as he was
the author of a “ Treatise on the education of girls, which is said to have been
the first systematic attempt ever made to deal with the subject of women’s
education.” His name is Fenelon. Fenelon’s answer to the issue of Mr.
Hameed Hasan is “If the crowns of all the kingdoms of the empire were
laid down at my feet in exchange for my b‘ooks and my love of reading, I
would spurn them all.”

Having thus spent some time over the connotation of the word
“ Books,” let me now turn to the another tricky word found in the issue
framed by Mr. Hameed Hasan. I refer to the word “Real.” The very
wording of the issue implicitly suggests that books can also be false friends.
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Can this be true, you may ask ? My answer is unfortunately “ Yes.” In
these days when books are produced in myriads, when thousands of volumes
are produced in each country, each year, when as many as 4,000 books are
produced per annum even in Madras, it is no wonder that some bo_oks may
be false. Here again, I shall substantiate my statement by a concrete instance.

I refer to an incident which occurred twelve years ago. It was connected
with the University examination in a subject which is reputed to be very
exact—Mathematics. Years ago a certain theorem was set to be proved in
a University examination. Some of the students simply wrote that the
theorem was absurd. When the matter came up for discussion among the
examiners, the paper setter began -o pull out a book and show the theorem
exactly as he had set in the paper printed in that book. The fact was that
due to a false tradition the popular text-book in question was perpetuating a
wrong theorem. Certainly, in this case that book was a false friend of that,
paper setter. I can give any number of examples where books may prove:;
to be false.

It is this fact that has made the library profession invent the idea of
reference work. Libraries are now appointing a corps of reference
librarians. In the Madras University Library we have assigned the best of
our men to this corps. The business of the reference librarian is to interpret
books to the readers and help the reader to distinguish the true book from
the false, and the appropriate book from the inappropriate one., You might
ask, why not the libraries discard the false books ? The answer to that
question is that no book is entirely false. They have always some element
of reality in them. Further, a library, like the Madras University Library,
has to keep on its shelves all kinds of books at least for purposes of research
—particularly antiquarian and bibliographical research. The business of the
reference librarian is to take the visitor on hand, find out his book need,
temperament, and his general outlook and find out for him such books as
would fit in with his temperament and need, and prove to be real and lasting
friend of his.

This brings us to the question of the acquisition of the correct reading
habit—how books should be selected, how the help of reference librarians
should be taken, how books should be read and how the familiarity with the
books should be continuously kept up. But, if I begin to dilate upon that
subject, it will not only take me beyond the time allotted to me but also make
me trespass into the rings assigned to my colleague and co-secretary, Mr.
S. M. Fossil, and hence, I thank you for having given me this opportunity to
expound to you the gospel of books and I retire without standing any more
between you and the eloquent speech of Mr. Fossil that you are all anticipat-
ing -with great eagerness.

.

RAO BAHADUR P. V. SESHU IYER

The late Rao Bahadur P. V. Seshu Iyer was born in February 1872
in a very poor family. His father was a farmer who made his
living by cultivating others’ lands. Mr. Seshu Iyer had to undergo
great suffering in his early days due to the poverty of his
family. His mother was blinded by small-pox and the boy ‘Seshu’
had to help his mother in the kitchen every day before he went to
school which was situated more than 3 miles from the village. He had to
walk the distance both ways and starve the whole day after his first meal
at home early in the morning. This must have undermined the foundations
of his health. Further, he had a virulent attack of typhoid when he was but

" 3ine years old. His secondary education was conducted partly in the Native

——y

‘High School, Palghat and partly in the Govt. College, Calicut, where he
matriculated in 1887, and completed the F.A., Course as a Scholarship holder in
1889. His genius for mathematical studies was manifested from the very
beginning and in Calicut, was fully developed. The late Dr. Swaminathan
was his class-mate and intimate friend. He took his degree in 1891 as a
student of the Madras Christian College where he was one of the pet students
of Dr. Miller. Here besides Dr. Swaminathan he had among his class-mates,
Mr. Vepa Ramesam and Mr. T. Raghavayya. He studied for M.A., in 1893
but was unable to complete the course because of his bad health. So giving
up his post-graduate studies ke entered the field of Education as the Head-
master of the Native High School, Palghat, in 1894..

From there he was called to jcin the Government service as a lecturer
in the Government college, Kumbakonam. In July 1911 he was taken in
the M. E. S. and ten years later he was promoted to the I. E. S. The rest of
his career may be found described in the service register. Even after
retirement in the year 1927, his interest in education continued. He was one
of the early organisers of the S. I. T. U. and a keen member of the Madras
Teachers’ Guild. After his retirement, he did his best to organise the Dt.
Teachers’ Guild Malabar. He worked for sometime as the principal of the
Hindu College, at a time when the college needed most the services of an
experienced educationist. You know best the nature and value of his services
to the cause of education as a Mathematician and as 'a member of the Pro-
fession.

He was very simple and abstemious in his habits of daily life. Being
a chronic dyspeptic from early youth he cultivated very regular habits and
but for his carefulness, regularity and simplicity he could not have lived upto
the age of 64, when he was removed from our midst. He was an absolutely
self-made man. It is also note-worthy that he kept alive his active interest in
Mathematical studies and educational work till the very last. He also de-
voted a large part of his time, ever since his retirement, to religious studies
and was a humble devotee of Sri Ramana Maharishi. On his way back from
Bombay in 1832 after presiding over the Indian Mathematical Conference,
he intervi~wed Mahatma Gandhi in Yerrawada Mandir and took a keen
interest in the Harijan Movement. He was an active supporter of the Sri
Ramakrishna Gurukul for Harijan children at Vilanjans conducted by the
Sri Ramakrishna Asram, Trichur. He was also ever since his retirement till
the very last, the president of the Peruvemba Village Association and took
an active part in improving the village school and promoting other items of
rural welfare,
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J. P. COTELINGAM—A GREAT SOUTH INDIAN EDUCATIONIST

(A Symposium of Appreciation)

South India and especially the Madras Presidency has lost in the death
of John Pracasa Rao Cotelingam, M.A., F.M.U., Ex-M.L.A., Emeritus Princi-
pal of the Wardlaw College, Bellary, one who bore the true hall-mark of a
teacher from the very beginning of his career. Born on the 9th December
1860 and ed.ucated throughout in the Madras Christian College, under the
great Dr, Mxller, he took his M.A. degree in 1887 after a brilliant scholastic
an.d collegxate career in which he won several prizes. He was University
prizeman in the B.A. degree examinatién having won the Norton prize for
Hlstoxzy apd Economics. He stood first in the University for the Teachers’
Examination. In 1887 when he sat for his M.A. he was the only one who
appeargd out of the fourteen who dropped off as the study in those days was
very wide and difficult. The examiners themselves would ask him through
the Registrar the books he was studying. - ‘

Gifted with a very powerful intellect he had within his grasp to join

quernment but he chose the humblest and noblest of professions, that of
being a teacher to impart the knowledge he had received to others less for-
tunate. His life as Principal and teacher was therefore, till the very end of
his hfe, spent in giving to all those who came to him the benefit of his vast
learning ar_xd'experience. He began his career as an Assistant Master in the
London Mission High School, Madras in 1887 during which time his services
were .lent.to the London Mission High School, Bangalore, where he acted as
Principal in the absence of the Rev. J. H. Walton. He then became the Head-
master of the. Wesley College, Madras, and from 1889-91 he worked as Princi-
pal of the Hindu College, Cuddalore. One of the men who assisted him in
the work of the College was the late Mr. A, Subbarayulu Reddy who later
became the first Educational Minister. He came to Bellary as the Principal
of the Wardlaw College, in 1891, being appointed direct by the Home Board

of the London Missionary Society. By this appointment he was the first

Inlilian I'cod'_be appointed Prirlllcipal of a Mission College in all India at a time
when Indians were not thought of for such inde : iti
e pendent positions and

In 1890 he was the only elected delegate from South :
Nationa} Congress that was held in Calcutta. He travelledAbr;otthteo ttl?:nﬁ;lsé
route via Nagpur where he had as his companion the late Mr. Ranade of
Poona. Hg there met Gokhale and Bipin Chandra Pal. He was nominated
to the Subjects Committee of the Congress and was asked to speak on the
Salt Tax Duty question but resigned in favour of Mr. Jambulingam Mudaliar
of Cuddappah who had come specially prepared to speak on that question
;x; tha:;hyea:f the lezvas an ex}ia.miner to the Madras University and for several

ars thereafter he was either examiner o
T e 18 s cither r presented Graduates to the Chan-

He was the first of the alumni of the Madras Christi
come a Fellow of the Madras University. He had lti‘:zagaggngigsiiz?:t?oi
of' being one of the two Principals of Second Grade College who were no-
minated under the Act of 1904 and was also nominated after he retired
member of the Senate and member of the Council of Affiliated Colleges unéei
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the present Act. He was also chosen a member of the Advisory Committee
of the Andhra University when that University came into being.

He was President of several All-India and South India Educational and

. Missionary Organisations. Under the Reforms Act he was nominated to

represent the Indian Christians and along with the late Mr. T. V. Seshagiri
Tyer, Retired Judge of the High Court, was chosen to represent the Madras
Presidency in the first Legislative Assembly of 1921-23. During his term of
office besides serving on important committees, like the Standing Finance
Committee of the Government of India, he was chosen by the Legislative
Assembly to be a member of the Select Committee to report on the Delhi
University Bill.

As a result of an interpellation in the Madras Legislative Council, thirty
years ago, Mr. Cotelingam was the first non-official in the Madras Presidency
to be appointed Vice-President of the Bellary District Board when District
Collectors were, at that time and for several years Presidents of such Boards.
He had during the last forty years and more been, if not President or Chair-
man, a member of several local Boards or Councils and rendered valuable
service. As chairman of the Bellary Municipality he rendered very valuable
service during the time when plague broke out for the first time in Bellary.

His connection with the Wardlaw College, Bellary, marks an epoch
in the educational life of Bellary. The College was a model in all things and
the students that left the portals of their Alma Mater were men who bore
throughout their after life the hall-mark of the College. You can single out
the Wardlaw College student who was under Mr. Cotelingam during those
years in which he was Principal. He taught students habits which helped
them in the years after they left College. He taught them manners. He
taught them to wish their Principal and teachers when they met them either
in College or outside. The students would come with all their buttons well
stitched to their coats and when the Principal noticed a boy having a single
‘button missing he would warn the boy. This personal interest in the clothes
which the students wore made them realise their responsibilities and they
responded. Students had to come to class with their caps on and their hair
neatly combed. This was training for life and Mr. Cotelingam ably dis-
charged his duty as being a sacred one before God. He taught them cleanli-
ness. During the time of his Principalship it was hard to find a scrap of paper
thrown about the classrooms. Students were made to pick them up and
throw them into the waste paper basket in the writer’s room and no where
else. The College compound was spotlessly clean and students were severely
punished if they were caught urinating along the walls of the College or any-
where near. One incident is noteworthy of mentioning. The Principal caught
a gentleman, who it transpired was a Magistrate, urinating in the College
precincts. He was made to wash the place with pots of water drawn from
a neighbouring well himself. When Mr. Cotelingam came to the Wardlaw
College he inaugurated the Dialectic Union and the Athletic Union. Every
week there would be debates which were the training ground for the stu-
dents w"~ later became famous speakers or writers. The College claims the
proud honour of having for her old students men who became Sub Judges,
Ministers, and Professors of Colleges. All her former pupils are holding
appointments of trust and honour in Government as well as in business. This
was ail due to the early training they got during their scholastic days. Train-

ing which they then could not realise.
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It will be of interest to teachers and Professors to know that in 1910
when the late Mr. Herbert Champion, Director of Public Instruction, came
to inspect the College as Inspector of Schools his remarks were:—*1I am
pleased to report that promotions are generally strictly made, and a genuine
effort is made to keep boys in classes for which they are fit. As firm a con-
trol as possible is kept over the pupils as the Register of Corporal Eunxsh-
ments testify. A reform that might be introduced into all schools is that
the possession of a cigarette is punishable.: They boys were neat, orderly
and respectful, This is a well-organised ‘schocl under the firm cqntrol of
the Principal, the tone and discipline are excellent.” The remark of cigarettes
in the possession of students is a sequel to what happened when the Inspec-
tor who after having lunched with the Principal came into his Office room
with a cigar in his mouth. The Principal politely told the Inspector, yet firmly,
that smoking in the College was a punishable offence and that if he wished
to smoke he may do it in the Principal’s private room Which was next door.
After the Inspector had his smoke the clerk was asked to bring and show to
the Inspector the Corporal Punishments Register where students were
punished for smoking. In some cases pupils were sent away from school if
they still continued in that habit.

At the time of the Prize Distribution when Mr. Cumming, the Collec-
tor gave away the prizes he said “I heard a good deal of the Wardlaw College
before I came to Bellary and one of the first persons I met here| was Mr. Cote-
lingam, the Principal of the College . . . . . . . Iam very pleased in one
part of the school Report. Boys are not accepted at their own worth. In-
finite harm is done by forcing the boys higher standards than they are fit
for. They cannot assimilate knowledge. Mr. Cotelingam has dealt at some
length on the difficulties connected with the practical working of the School
Final Scheme. I am not going to enter into a controversy with a veteran
educationist as Mr. Cotelingam on this subject. We ourselves have some
misgivings as to the School Final System and the future only can reveal
what it can and cannot do. One thing: however is clear, it leaves ample scope
for the idiosyncrasies of Headmasters of High Schools. Mr. Cotelingam is
so strict in his admissions, and let us hope he will be no less strict in award-
ing the School Leaving Certificate. We have heard extracts from the
Inspection Report and that to me is everything in testing the efficiéncy of
an institution.”

“ A distinguished Educationist, wellknown in South India and else-
where, Mr. Cotelingam has taught boys character and discipline.  The
Chairman of the Bellary Municipality when speaking of him at a public
gathering remarked that it is come to stay that Discipline and Mr. Cotelin-
gam are synonymous. He has helped many students by way of school fees
and clothes. They have been celebrating his birthday almost every year
with great thankfulness. The Silver Jubilee of his connection with the College
was celebrated in 1916 and it was celebrated with great enthusiasm by his
admiring colleagues and pupils who are ever grateful to Mr. Cotelingam’s
self-sacrificing work to the Institution. His high sense of duty and his
affable and kindly manners endeared him to them and they are proud of
calling him “The Dr. Miller of Bellary.”

In 1928 Mr. Cotelingam presided at the Madras Christian College Day
Celebration. In proposing a vote of thanks Dewan Bahadur L. A. Govinda-
raghava Aiyer said :—"1I have a very great pleasure in proposing a hearty
yote of thanks to our revered chairman. I have a recollection of him in his
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";College days how he would go about carrying a pile of books under his

arm. I remembered that picture of him as I was listening to the beauti-
ful speeches he has delivered. He has fulfilled the promises of his early
vears . . . . . . He would have risen very high if he chose walks of life
but he chose to devote himself selflessly to the work of Education in Bel-
lary,”

Writing an Appreciation of him Rao Bahadur C. S. Subramanyam
of Mayavaram, Advocate and Ex-M.IL.A., says:—* By the death of Mr. J.
P. Cotelingam at Bellary on the 9th November removes as it were, a land-
mark from Bellary. Mr. Cotelingam had hecome an institution . ..
he was passionately fond of the Wardlaw Institution . . . . . . Now after
the lapse of fifteen years from him I cannot point to a single instance of his
having perpetrated or helped the perpetration of a wrong. This I consider
the g’reatest compliment and the highest tribute thdt one can give to ¢ dead
man.” / :

Mr. K. Chinnaswamy Iyer, M.A., former student and now on the staff
of the St. Joseph’s College, Trichy, says:—*I have always looked upon my
old Principal as a great example of a teacher and a man of character. His
work will live beyond unforgotten.”

Mr. Frank Venkatarangam, former Assistant of the Wardlaw College
and Retired Headmaster, writing from Chingleput, says:—

“Mr. J. P. Cotelingam, was one of those great geniuses who occa-
sionally pass across the stage of history, whom to know is to love and revere,
and who leaves foot-prints on the sands of time on the faithful walking in
which depends so largely the progress and happiness of mankind. As an
Assistant of the Wardlaw College, Bellary, I had special opportunities of
studying his life and character and my association with him impressed me
with the strength and power and personality of one whom sturdy independence,
devotion to duty, love of discipline, lofty ideals and Galillean simplicity
were an inspiration to all who as teachers and pupils had the privilege of
coming into contact with him day by day. His patience was proverbial;
nothing could ruffle the serenity of his temper. He'was noted for his libe-
rality and it will never be adequately known that countless poor families
both in Bellary and elsewhere were indebted to him for his thoughtful
care, kindness, and generosity. As a Christian he has left a spiritual legacy
which the Indian Church will cherish as a priceless treasure. A clear
thinker, an eloquent advocate of just causes, an ardent patriot, a sincere
Christian and a good friend, his place will be hard to fill in the social and
religious life of India. And History can record nothing truer than to say
of him that here was a Christian gentleman and that rarely come such an-
other.” (Special to the South Indian Teacher.)

By bhis passing away Bellary has lost a great soul, the community a
selfless worker and the country a patriot. Before his writing desk hangs
a plaque with these words : —FOR WHEN THE GREAT SCORER COMES
TO WRITE AGAINST YOUR NAME, HE WRITES NOT YOU WON OR
LOST BUT HOW YOU PLAYED THE GAME. Mr. Cotelingam by his
example showed one and all who came in contact with him how to play the
game fair and square. He himself played it squarely. He would always
call a spade a spade and nothing but a spade. He gave honour where
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honour was due be he Easterner or Westerner. He was a recipient of the
recent Silver Jubilee medal. He was truly one of India’s noblest sons!

At a public meeting held by the Citizens of Bellary to express their
deep sorrow on the demise of Mr. Cotelingam loving tributes were paid to
his memory. A former student, now an Advocate of the local Bar, offered
a prize to the student of the College who according to the estimation of the
authorities was the simplest and best dressed pupil. It was decided to have
a bronze statue of Mr. Cotelingam erected to his lasting memory.

Mr. Cotelingam was the first to introduce Kannada as the second
language of study in the Wardlaw College. Almost all English knowing
Lingayats received their education in the College. One of them, Thangi
Malleswarappa was nominated a member of the Legislative Council. The
President Dist. Board, the Headmasters of the two High Schools in Bruce-
pettah, Bellary, the Sheristhadars of the Collector’s office and the Dist.
Court, several Tahsildars, and clergymen, are among his former pupils not
to mention Professors of the various Colleges in the Presidency, Sub-Judges,

~ Session Judges, and Sub-Collectors, who are proud of being his pupils,

Mr. Cotelingam has won the esteem of his countrymen by his untiring
work in the cause of education and if education is the light that India once
again needs, most men like Mr. Cotelingam’s stamp richly deserve the love,
nay the reverence of their countrymen.

May his Soul rest in Peace'!

CERTIFICATE COURSE IN LIBRARIANSHIP, 1936
UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS
(Extract from the Fort St. George Gazette)

The certificate course for training in Librarianship will be conducted by the Uni-
versity in the month of April, May and June. The course shall be open to candidates
who have passed the Intermediate Examination in Arts and Science of this University
or the Examination for Certificates of Proficiency in Oriental Learning. The fee for
the course is Rs. 20. At the end of the course there will be an examination (Theory
and Practical) and Certificates will be issued to such candidates as are declared to have
passed the examination.

, The classes will be held at the Senate House (University Library), Chepauk,

Madras. The lecture classes will be conducted ordinarily between 4 pm. and 6 pm.
and the practical classes which will be in batches, will be conducted between the hours
10 am. and 4 p.m. : .

Persons who wish to apply for admission to the course should send their appli-
cations, in the prescribed form to the Registrar, University of Madras, Triplicane, P.O.
s0 as to reach him not jater than the 31st January 1936. Application forms may be
cbtained from the office of the Registrar. The selection will be made in February
and selected candidates will be notified by the 1st March 1936, ’

_PUPIL-TEACHERS’ SECTION.

}

SECONDARY SCHOOL INSPECTION

BY

T. SATYANARANAYANA RAO, B.A.,
(Gout. Training College, Rajahmundry.)

Present Day Inspectors.—Before actually entering into a discussion
about an efficient and the most up-to-date form of inspection for the Secon-
dary Schools of the Madras Presidency, we must first reflect upon the
existing state of affairs.

Everybody knows that at present we have District Educational Offi-
cers most of whom have been culled from the ranks of the Chief Lecturers
of First Grade colleges. These officers are, no doubt, specialists in their own
subjects. For the Inspection of a High school, the Inspectors take along
with them a Senior or a Junior Deputy Inspector of Schools to assist them
in carrying out the inspection of the whole high school. The inspecting
officer, who is a specialist in his subject, inspects all the subjects in the curri-
culum of a High school, chief among which are ‘English,’ ‘Mathematics’ and
‘Science’ ‘History,” and ‘Geography,’ etc.

The Merits and Demerits—Now let us enter into the merits or other-
wise of such a system of inspection. The Inspecting Officer, who is a spe-
cialist in only one subject has to inspect the teaching of other
subjects. The inevitable consequence of such a system has bkeen
that the officer in question deputes his assistant to go through the
Inspection of such of the subjects as he is not a specialist in or does not
like to inspect himself. To take a more concrete example, suppese there is
a Mathematics or Science specialist. He takes up the ‘English, Mathema-
tics’ and ‘Science’ departments of the school and leaves ‘History’ and ‘Geo-
graphy’ and the ‘vernacular’ to the Senior or Junior Dy. Inspector, who
follows him. It should clearly be noted that the Deputy Inspector who is
himself a B.A:, L.T,, is obliged to inspect another B.A., L.T., who, more
often than not, happens to be a more senior and experienced gentleman!
The seriousness of the Inspection is lost in this case, and things go on as
they actually are going on.

The Inspection of the Vernacular—A great injustice is done to the
“Vernacular’ subject. In numerous cases, the vernacular is also inspected.
It is true there are special inspectors to inspect the ‘Urudu’ classes in schools.
It must be noted that the methods of teaching and inspection alike are en-
tirely different from those of English. The defect probably is to be traced
not to inJividual inspectors but to lack of specific directions from the Go-
vernment regarding the standards, modes and methods of inspection for the
various subjects.

It is not a question of Individual Efficiency.—One might ask himself
an honest question whether or not this present state of affairs conduces to
the growth of a healthy atmosphere. It might not be forgotten at the
same time that there are individual efficient officers who could cope with
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their work with all the subjects in as efficient a manner as any specialist
in those subjects could. But, we always bring under our purview the gene-
rality of cases.

Inspectorates in the West.—We are told by foreigners that in England
and elsewhere the respective Boards of Education of the Universities have
got their own bodies of Inspectors, consisting as they do, of specialists in
all the different subjects. Such an Inspectorate moves in a body from one.
High school to another and cond}xcts the Inspection, each member in his

own subject.

What a University should do—The government: must recognise the
merits of specialists, lay down hard and fast-rules regarding the standards
and methods of Inspection and thus nullify to a very great extent the effect
of the fads of Inspecting officers on innocent teachers. As it stands at pre-
sent, everybody knows that the method of Inspection followed by no two

D.E.Os is exactly alike.

The Department should also make it known that they are going to
select the best brains in the field by sheer merit for assimilation in the
Cadre of Inspectors. ‘

The Teachers Associations—Another point is this. The ‘Educational
Guilds and Teachers’ Conferences, surprisingly enough, never turn their
attention towards such matters as these. It is high time our Teachers’
Associations are more minded about their actual work in the school than
other things. Of course, it is more the financial aspect of everything that
is in the forefront; but, teachers as teachers should in a body agitate for
more efficient Inspectorates and fixed standards of Inspection in the differ-

ent subjects.

The Suggestion.—We therefore, humbly suggest that the present sys-
tem of Inspection of Secondary schools by individual inspecting officers be
thoroughly modified in the light of the above-mentioned agruments and
that a system of ‘Inspectorate,” which shall be constituted as follows be
formulated. The body should consist of as many members as there are
subjects in the school curriculum, each member being a specialist in a sub-
ject. All these members forming the Inspectorate shouid move from one
High school to another in a body. This kind of constitution of the Inspector-
ate would conduce to greater efficiency in the schools.

The Financial Aspect.—The ‘Financial Aspect’ of the proposition is
to be the first consideration of the Government in lauching new schemes;
and it may be suggested that the whole presidency may be divided into
four or five circles, each circle having a convenient number of Districts
ranging from four to six. The members of the Inspectorate will then have to
proceed just like a University commission and inspect the Secondary schools
with the maximum possible efficiency imaginable. This would cost the
Government only some extra Travelling Allowance.-in excess of the usual
expenditure ; but it is respectfully suggested that the Government may
not mind this extra expenditure incurred with a view to securing greater
efficiency. ’

TRAIT-STUDY
BY

A. JOSEPH,
(Sec. Senior, Pasumalai Training School, Pasumalai.)

A'true learned man or a true citizen of the country besides his skill
and ability, should possess what we call good traits.

_It is a thing to regret that the lack of these traits is very commonly
seen in our country. There are not instances of even educated people who
hold high offices and draw good salaries stooping to bribery, dishonesty and
deceit. To visualise an Indian nation animated by such qualities as moral
courage, cheerfulness, honesty, etc., and to strive for such a goal is the duty
of every teacher. '

The need for these good traits in our country is very pressing. I
believe, we teachers, in as much as we are entrusted with young souls, can
do a lot concerning this. How can we introduce this kind of ‘trait-study’
into our schools. Shall we allot one period a week for this study ?

I like to tell briefly how we treat this study in Pasumalai schools.
There is a separate committee and a group of leaders to arrange the various
traits and to present them to the pupils. Most of the leaders are teachers
and pupil-teachers of the school. Each class is divided into. two or three
groups each consisting of twelve or thirteen pupils. These young disciples
are left under the guidance of a leader. The traits chosen for this year

_are:—1. Truthfulness. 2. Courage. 3. Cheerfulness in difficulties. 4.

Hunger for righteousness. 5. Brotherhood. 6. Co-operation. 7. Patriotism.
8. Ahimsa. 9. Worship. 10. Obedience. 11. Peace-making. 12. Whole-
heartedness. 13. Right use of money. 14. Temperance. 15. Hospitality to
strangers. 16. Fair-play. 17. Gratefulness. 18. Forgiveness. 19. Purity.
20. Progressiveness. 21. Consecration.

Each leader meets his group thrice a week meostly during the morn-
ing first periods. All the leaders meet together every Sunday evening from
8-30 p.m. to 10 p.m. and discuss the subject for the week and take some
notes also prepared by the committee. Then every leader, before going
to meet his group, thinks over the subject and takes illustrations from the
Bible, the religious books pertaining to Buddhism, Hinduism and Muham-
madanism and from the lives of all great men such as Mahatma Gandhi,
Panditha Rama Bai, David Livingstone, Abraham Lincoln, etc.

No trait is studied in one period or two, but will continue for two
weeks. This two weeks’ study of a particular trait leaves not only a clear
impression in the minds of the pupils but also provides chances for the
pupils to express the trait in their lives. Whenever they do a thing invol-
ving the use of the trait they studied that week, they bear witness of their
good actions hefore the other pupils of the group and the group leader.
This kind of bearing witness to their good actions. encourages others to long
for the same experience in their own lives.

We have been following this method of teaching good traits to pupils
for the last three or four months and the result of it is evidently seen in
the steady though slow, change in the attitudes and behaviours of the pupils.
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THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAMME FOR EDUCATION

(Reprinted from “ School Master’s and The Women Teacher’s Chronicle.”)

EDUCATION AND DEMOCRACY

The days are gone for ever when any but the most rudimentary education was
the privilege of the few. There never was a time ‘when a well educated democracy
was so necessary as it is to-day, whether looked at internationally, nationally, or indi-
vidually. Internationally, so that we shall have the wisdom to hold fast to our par-
liamentary institutions and not be led astray by specious arguments towards unconsti-
tutional forms of government under which some other countries are suffering.
Nationally, so that every citizen shall make the best contribution of which he is capable
to the nation’s welfare, and that in the competitive warld in which we live our country
shall have the services of the best brains at its command. Individually, so that the
child of to-day shall grow up into the citizen of to-morrow, capable of deriving both
from his work and from his leisure the full measure of enjoyment to which education

in the true sense of the word is the passport.

A NEW CONCEPTION OF EDUCATION { : f

The pursuit of this policy involves a recasting of the old ideas as to the purposes
of education. It is not enough to secure that the great mass of our children whose
education does not go beyond the elementary stage shall have mastered the three Rs.
It is not enough to be able to say that the schooling which our young people get fits
them for employment. The true function of education is something much wider than
the mere imparting of knowledge. Our aim should be that every child should receive
the best training of mind, of hand and eye, and of body, from which he is capable of
profiting. And we should not relax our efforts when the period of full-time schooling
comes to an end, but should afford every help and encouragement to young people to
add to their store of knowledge, to practise arts and crafts, and to keep physically fit.
How are these things to be done? ) ) .

In order to achieve the aims we have set before oursclves it is clearly not
enough to confine our attention to the aspect of educational reform which is being
most discussed at the present time, namely, raising the school-leaving age. Besides
making provision for prolonging and improving the school life of those who will not
procced beyong the elementary school and bettering where necessary the conditions
in which they work, we must also make sure that, for thos: who are qualified to toke
their education a stage or more further, poverty is no bar to their progress, and over
the whole field of education we must take vigorous steps to improve and maintain the

health and physique of our people.

THE SCHOOL-LEAVING AGE

The proposal for raising the age usually takes the form of requiring all children
to be kept in school up to the age of 15, with maintenance allowances to compensate
for possible loss of wages. Such an arrangement has the merit of simplicity, but its
inflexibility makes its present adoption inadvisable for several reasons. In the first
place it presupposes a uniformity throughout the country of economic, industrial, and
occupational conditions which is far from being the case. Secondly, it does not make

. proper allowance for the fact that for many children retention in school is not neces-
sarily the best thing for them and, thirdly, it does not take into account the wishes

}
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: gmdlzhe circumstances of the parents, who may well argue that an offer of beneficial
ployment at a proper wage ought not to be refused, since the acceptance of such

employment might start the child on a
Oyme permanent career d bri
contribution to the family budget. e fring 2 much needed

tehdan’l’he alt;arrnatlve.of k'eeping the present leaving age and requiring part-time at-
o 'ce at day continuation schools up to the age of 16 has much to commend it.
suu’, upart} ffom other cons’iderations, industry as a whole is not yet so organised that

ch a scheme could be introduced without widespread dislocation, which would be
specially serious at the present stage of our economic recovery. ’

o Z‘he National (.}overmrnent have thex'“efore decided to legislate to raise the school-

ving age to 15, ?\nth a right to exemptions between 14 and 15 for beneficial employ-
rr}ient. T_he Act will not‘come into operation until there has been time to complete
t.e considerable preparations which will first be needed. The decision whether an
given employment is beneficial for a child will rest with the local education authorij-r

- ties, who will have the assistance of the local juvenile employment committees

and it will be open to them when granting exemptions to attach such conditions
as to hours‘of work (including time for recreation), wages and opportunities for fur-
ther education as may seem to be desirable. Exemptions will also be permissible
w}.xere. the authority are saitisfied that, owing to circumstances of exceptional hard-
ship, it is desirable that the child should be released for assistance in the home.

BUILDING GRANTS

But 'the raising of the school age depends for its effectiveness on the completion
of re'ozjgamsation on Hadow lines, and the co-operation of the voluntary schools. The
enquiries which the Government have made lead them to think that the tirr.xe has
come when, for the sake of the. educational welfare of the children, the various inte-
rests co.ncerned will be ready to accept a compromise which, while involving them in
no sacrifice of the principles to which they hold with such sincerity, will enable the
voluntary‘ schools to play their part in this great advance. While’the Gov;:rnment
have no intention of reopening the settlement of 1902, they recognise that the volun-
tary schools cannot meet these new calls without some temporary measure of assistance
The- Bill for raising the age will accordingly also empower authorities, during a limiteci
pe'rllod, to make building grants to managers of voluntary schools fc’\r the t;,)urpose of
raising the age and reorganisation, including in special circumstances grants in aid of
new senior schools. These grants will be not less than half and not more than three-
fourths of the cost, in so far as it relates to provision for senior children. In return for
this fiid from public funds, there will be a certain extension of public c'ontrol over the
appointment and dismissal of teachers, but the rights of the managers to satisfy them-
selves as to the fitness of teachers to give religious instruction will remain unimpaired.

IMPROVED CONDITIONS

. The National Government will press on with their policy of getting rid of defec-
txv? premises and reducing the number of large classes. The completion of reorgani-
sation will contribute materially to these objects and should go far to ensure d
working cor.Citions for children of all ages. - 8o

INCREASE OF GRANTS

' To meet the additional expenditure to which authorities will be put both in preparing
their own schools for the additional age group and in making building grants to volun-
tary schools, the rate of the Board of Education’s grant on expenditure on elementary

'school buildings will be raised for a limited period. Similarly, in recognition of the
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fact that reorganisation, more particularly in rural areas, involves substantial expendi-
ture on the conveyance of children, the Board’s grant on such expenditure will also

be raised.

THE EDUCATIONAL LADDER

Brains are the prerogative of no single class.. They are as likely to be found in
the poorest as in the richest homes, and wherever they are found it is essential in the
interest of the State, as well as of the individual that they should be given ‘every oppor-
tunity of development. Much has been done to enable poor children of capacity and
promise to get from the elementary school to the secondary school and from the secon-
dary school to . .the university; but the rungs of the ladder are still too narrow. To
widen them the National Government intend to remove .altogether the existing res-
trictions on the discretion of authorities in regard to the proportion of children who
may be admitted to secondary schools either free or at reduced fees; in addition they
intend to increase the number of State scholarships tenable at universities, at the
same time throwing them open to pupils, from all secondary schools, and also to in-
crease the amount of assistance given in the case of these and other State awards.
In this way full opportunity will be given to the ablest children to proceed from the
lowest rung of the educational ladder to the highest without being hindered in their
progress by any lack of means.

TECHNICAL EDUCATION f

There is no part of our educational system which is of greater national impor-
tance than technical education, since a comprehensive and up-to-date supply of techni-

cal schools is more than ever essential to our success in the competition for inter-

national trade. A survey is already being made of the deficiencies which at present
exist in this field of education, and, with a view to reaching the highest standard set
in other parts of Europe, the National Government intend, with the co-operation of
local education authorities and of industry, to embark on an intensive campaign direc-
ted to secure that within a definite period existing buildings are brought up to date,
and that new schools are built in areas where, owing to the shifting of industry, or
for other reasons, facilities for technical education either do not exist, or are insufficient
to meet the demands of potential students and of local industries.

_ADULT EDUCATION

The financial situation of 1931 entailed certain restrictions on the expenditure on
classes for Adult Education which have now been removed. The National Govern-
ment fully appreciate the value of, and the demand for, serious study by adults, and
they will give every assistance to the national development of this movement.

HEALTH AND PHYSIQUE

The reproach that we are a C3 nation must be removed once and for all. This
can only be achieved by a systematic plan covering the whole period from infancy to
the end of school life and beyond. The aim of such a plan must be to prevent as far
as possible the onset of ill-health, to set up an adequate machinery for the treatment
of ailments when they oceur, and by a wide extension of the facilties for, and the time
applied to, physical training, to instil in our children a pride in physical fitness. To

-this end special attention must be given to the following:

(1) Nursery Schools—The natural place for children under 5 is the home, but
there are unfortunately some areas where through no fault of their own the mothers

‘cannot give these children all the care and attention which they need. In such areas

the National Government intend to encourage the provision of nursery schools in
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yl}lch good food, fresh air, and skilled attention and training will give the youngest
children a good start before elementary school days begin.

(2) School Medical Service.—The purpose of the School Medical Service is, by
means of the periodical inspection of school-children, to discover any signs of ill-health
at‘their outset, and where such signs are found to see that the child obtains appro-
p‘rlate treatment. The Service has done and is doing excellent work in these direc-
tions, but in many parts of the country the facilities for treatment—and particularly
dental treatment—are in need of expansion. The National Government intend therefore
to encourage local education authorities to remedy these deficiencies where they exist
and also to provide more remedial and preventive treatment in such ways as the establish:
ment of orthopaedic centres and open-air schools.

(3) Physical Training. But though nursery schools can give the youngest children
a healthy start in life, and though the School Medical Service can do much to prevent
and cure ill-health, bodily health can only be maintained by systematic physical training.
In such training ou:door games play an important part, but more important still, from
the point of view of improving the physique and keeping the whole body in the fittest
possible state, are physical exercises, whether on the school premises or in the open air
The National Government intend therefore to promote, in co-operation with the local
education.authorities and all other interests concerned, a comprehensive system of physical
training covering all types of school. But it is when young people leave school for the
office or the workshop that they most need the opportunities of keeping up their physical
exercises. To meet this need every effort will be made to develop and supplement the
provision already made by clubs and other voluntary organisations.

This is a comprehensive programme which represents a real advance over the whole
educational fleld. It depends for its effectiveness on the willing co-operation of the
authorities, voluntary bodies, and teachers. On such co-operation the National Govern-
ment confidently rely. ’

THE S. 1. T. U. PROTECTION FUND

List of names continued,
Reg. No.
1246. Mr. N. Chinnaswamy, Headmaster, ,Board Higher Elementary School
Mallasamudram, Salem Dist.

1247. 7 Mahomed Alleemullah, Religious Instructor, Muslim High School,
Triplicane.

1242, 7 Mahomed Abdul Wahab, Teacher, Muslim High School, Triplicane.

1249. ”  B. S. Yegnarama Iyer, Mathamatics Assistant, Thirthapathi High School,

Ambasamudram, Tinnevelly Dt.

Triplicane, Madras. ' M. K. RAMAMURTI,
Dated, 18—12—1935.‘ Honorary Secrtary.



TIT-BITS FROM THE Ef)ﬂCATIONAL WORLD
By
‘Clipper’
PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS FbR BOYS

To Choose Proper Careers.

In order to avoid industrial and professional “misfits” among the English public
school boys a “careers laboratory,” the first of its kind, has been opened (says The Sun-
day Times) at Dulwich College, London.

The boys will be tested according to tests evolved by the National Institute of
Industrial Psychology. ‘

'.The tests are very simple. Boys are given lamp-holders, bicycle whee1§, and door
locks in pieces and they are asked to put them together. The time taken by each is
noted. Would-be dentists and doctors undergo a steadiness-of-hand test.

Cube tests are used to indicate practical intelligence. Nine cubes are packed into
a square, coloured only on the outside. These are jumbled up and the boy is asked to
put them together in the shortest possible time.

.Other tests are for suggestibility temperament in success and failure, the ability
to switch the mind from subject to subject, memory, verbal expression, showmanship
and alterness.

NO CLASS AT SCHOOL

In Americas all children go to the same schools whatever the incomes of their
parents. That is the path to the abolition of class distinction,

The Chairman of the L. C. C. education committee, Mrs. E. M. Low strongly sup-
ports the one-class school idea. The way to it undoubtedly is, as she urges, to raise the
Elementary school standard to such a level that it will be respected as the ideal school
for all.

SPECIMEN ANSWERS

' On a reference being made to the SSL.C. Board regardirg the specimen gques-
tions on Grammar sent by them on 12-9-1935, and asking what'was the expected answer

acco.rdi;g to them to question 11-a, a reply to the following effect, I understand was
received : —

The reasen for including this in the Grammar syllabus seems to be that in an
analytical language like English, “Form tells us- little; meaning and function are
all important things.” The following books are recommended for the reference of
teachers; 1. A New Outline Grammar of Function by Palmer & Lewis; 2. Our Living
Language by Gratton & Gorny; 3. Advanced Syntax by Onions. -

Q.XI (a) of the Specimen questions on Grammar :— (Explain the functions of the
italicised words:—

1. The City of London. 2. A walking stick. 3. I told you so. 4. The milk tastes sour.

_ In answer t'o this question, the students are expected to determine what parts of
speech the underlined words are by considering the work they do in connéction with the
other words in the phrase or the sentence. '
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'} (1) The city of London ; of is a participle or preposition used to form the defining
genitive which marks the relation of a member of a class (London) to the member of a
wider class (City). The term appositive genitive applied to this by the older grammar
does not cover such instances as ‘a fool of a boy,” ‘the affair of the meeting’ (p. 186 Grat-
ton and Gorny).

2, A Walking stick ; Walking is a Gerund and not a participle because ‘A walking
stick . . ... a stick for walking and not a stick that walks. (3) I told you so; Here
so means ‘that’ rather ‘than in that way’—it is to be called a demonstrative pronoun.

4. The milk tastes sour: If we are to classify by form alone we should call it an adjective
(used predicatively). But as it adds to the meaning of the verb more than to that of the
noun we must call it an adverb and not an adjective.”

In the light of this correspondence, may I suggest that the S. S. L. C. Board send
to all schools copies of the specimen answers to all the specimen questions ? That would
help those who teach English to know what they have to teach. If the Board do not take the
initiative, I would suggest that Headmasters apply for the same. Teachers should not
apply to the Secretary, S. S. L. C. Board, direct but only through the proper channel.

TEACHERS' PAY

The Legislative Council, Cochin recently debated a resolution to the effect that the
teaching grants to aided schools should be paid directly to the teachers and not through
the managers. The resolution was moved by the Director of Public Instruction of the
State. Though it was argued by some members that it would mean distrust of managers,
interfering with the rights of the managers, etc,, the council did realise that in many cases,
the teachers were not at all paid and that the grants intended for them were used by the
managers themselves. Mr. I. N. Menon, the Director of Public Instruction took a bold
stand and the resolution was passed, though slightly amended as to apply only to such
schools where the managers are reported to have delayed payment. The
debate reveals indeed a tragic situation. Such a situation is by no means
peculiar to Cochin alone. At the Aided School Teachers’ Conference of Mala-
bar, which was held recently under the presidency of Mr. M. Palat, ML.C,
a resolution was passed requesting that arrangements should be made to pay
the grants direct to the teacher. The evil is widespread and I hope that
the authorities will inquire through their own officers how deep the malady is.
In Ceylon, all teachers are paid by the Government direct. Can such a system be in-
troduced in our province ? [ believe I am dreaming! Cochin has given the right lead.



FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

THE MADURA DISTRICT TEACHERS GUILD
ANNUAL MEETING—16-11-1935

The annual meeting of the Madura District Teachers’ Guild was held on Satl{r-
day, the 16th November 1935, at 2-30 P.M. in the Sourashira High Schaol, Madura, with
Rev. G. P. James, B.A., L.T., BD,, in the chair.

After prayer, the following resolution was passed, all standing:—

“This Guild deeply regrets to hear the news of the untimely demise of Mr. H.
Champion, M.A., I.LE.S., late Director of Public Instruction, Madras, and requests the
Sceretary of the Guild to communicate its heartfelt sympathy to Mrs. Champion and
her children.”

The Chairman, in the course of his introductory speech, welcomed the two lec-
turers, Messrs. N. R. Kedari Rao, M.A., L.T., and M. S. Srinivasa Sarma, M.A., and
the members of the Guild from all parts of the District. |

The annual report and the audit report were read and approved with the following
amendment in para 2, ‘restoring the personal allowance of teachers’ in place of ‘restoring
the cut in the salaries of teachers’

Mr. Kedari Rao, M.A., L.T., addressed the Guild on ‘The Teaching of English

Poetry.’ He at first defined ‘What is Poetry, and illustrated the nature of the subject

matter and the form of poetry. He then made a special reference to ‘The Parable of -

the Prodigal Son,’ ‘The Innocent Thief’ ‘The Old Familiar Faces' occurring in the
S. S. L. C. Text of 1935-36, and illustrated the wonderful music of the Bible and
the use of the right word in the right place. After this, he explained how poetry is
a joy to humanity and how the poet is always a phrase maker. He concluded remarking
that the teacher should so teach the poem as to make the pupils join him in the appre-
ciation of the poem.

The subject was then discussed.‘ During question time, the lecturer pointed out
how different kinds of poems, humorous, pathetic and so forth, should be taught in
different ways. He also remarked that we could not think of one method of teaching
poetry being better than the other and suggested from his personai experience that
while teaching poetry in general, the substance of the poem might be given briefly at
the beginning so that pupils might not make any mistake in the foundation and the
fundamental, and that the beauty, the language, etc., of the poem could then be taught.
He emphasised the need for the teacher’s loud reading of the poem in such a way as
to bring out the charm of the poem,

Prof. M. S. Srinivasa Sarma, M.A., of the National College, Trichy, then ad-
dressed the Guild on “Personality Building—What is it ?” He explained how personality
is dynamic and how it is measured by what it does. He referred to certain factors
affecting personality not under the control of the teacher and explained how the

teacher could arouse the gregarious instinct and the instinets of curiosity and self-
~ assertion to develop personality. He made special reference to the powerful persona-
lity of Christ and the tremendous personality of Mr. Gandhi to point out their self-
less nature. In the end he concluded that the teacher by living the life of the right
man inside and outside the class room should, by his personal example, be a living
" model to all his pupils. After considerable ‘discussion on the subject, the chairman
pointed out the part played by religion in the making of personality and concluded
" that personality could not be taught but could be ‘caught.’

The Guild then adjourned for lunch.
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After lunch, the amendments to the Guild rules recommended by the sub-com-

mittee and approved by the managing committee were adopted in spirit with the follow-
ing additions and alterations:-—

(1) 19 (4) read ‘Second language’ for ‘Vernacular.
(2) 19 (6) read ‘Status and efficiency of teachers’ for ‘Security and tenure.
(3) Add 19 (7) Physical education.

The following Standing Committees were appointed for the coming year,

(i) Mathematics and Science Committee—Messrs. 1. M. Somasundaram (conve-
ner)—Pasumalai; 2. P, S. Sankara Aiyer—A. R. High School; 3. N. Ramaswamy Aiyer
—American College; 4. T. P. Pattabirama Aiyer—Sholavandan; 5. A. P. Balusamy
Aiyer—St. Mary’s, Madura.

(ii) History and Geography Committee—Messrs. M. R. Rengaswamy Iyengar
(convener)—Periyakulam; 2. Padmanabha Alyer—Bodinaickanur; 3. Sankaranarayana
Aiyer—Batlagundu; 4. Thirunarayana Iyengar—A. R. High School; 5. J. S. Lakshmana
Aiyer—Sourashtra High School.

(iiiy English Committee—Rev. Father Amalorpavam, S.J. (Convener)—St.
Mary’s, Madura ; Messrs. 2. V. Jambunatha Aiyar—Usilampatti ; 3. J. D. Manikam—U. C.
High School, Madura; 4. A. Israel—Sholavandan; 5. R. A. Sankarayana Iyer—Setupathi
High School, Madura.

(iv) Second Language Committee—Messrs. 1. Y. Visvanatha Aiyar (convener)-
Bodinaickanur; 2. N. R. Subramania Sarma—Pasumalai; 3. Sundarasami Aiyer—Palni;
4. T. L. Regupathi Sarma—Batlagundu; 5. Ramanatha Aiyar—Melur.

(v) Secondary and Elementary Education Committee—1. Rev. G. P. James

" (convener)—Pasumalai; 2. Subbiah-—~Pattiviranpatty ; 3. K. Balasubramaniam—Palni; S.

Barnard—Pasumalai 5. A. William—Tallakulam.

(vi) Status and Efficiency of Teachers Committee—Messrs, 1. V. Aravamuda Iyengar
(convener)—U. C. High School, Madura; 2. P. S. Sankara Aiyer—A. R. High School,
Madura; 3. R. N. Philips—Pasumalai ; 4. K. R. Srinivasa Iyer—A. R. High School ; 5. Rev.
Father Amalorpavam—St. Mary’s, Madura.

{vii) Physical Education Committee.Messrs. 1, P. S, Eswaramurthi Pillai (convener)
-—Uttamapalayam ; 2. G. T. William—U. C. High School, Madura; 3. V. Kumaraswamy—
Sourashtra High School; 4. F. 8. Chellasamy~Pasumalai; 5. Uthiramadan—A. R. High
School. ‘

The conveners of the above standing committees were appointed as members of the
Working Committee. The Working Committee was requested to revise the whole consti~
tution in accordance with the above amendments and to bring their report to the next
session for the Guild for final adoption in the finished form. Mr, Sundarasami Aiyar and

~ the Secretary explained to the Guild the critical situation of teachers of the Munecipal

High School, Palni. The Guild sympathised with the teachers of the school. A committee
consisting of Rev. G. P. James, Rev. Father Amalorpavam, Mr. P. S. Sankara Aiyar and
Mr. V. Aravamuda Iyengar was appointed to act on the matter.

The Chairman in his concluding remarks urged the members of the Working
Committee and the members of the various sub-committees to begin to function at once
vigorously. The Subjects Committees were requested to scrutinise the present S. S. L. C.
Scheme and the syllabus and bring a report of their recommendations for modification in
the next mesting of the Guild in January 1936, before the S. S. L. C. Board takes up the
matter, so that the opinion of our Guild may be placed before the authorities in time.

After a vote of thanks proposed by the Secretary to the authorities of the Sourashtra
High School, the session adjoured.

V. ARAVAMUDA IYENGAR,
S. M. SoMASUNDARAM,
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THE ANANTAPUR DISTRICT TEACHERS' GUILD

Fifth Annual Conference at Gooty.

The Fifth Annual Conference and general meeting of the above Guild was held on
Sunday the 10th instant in the L. M. High School, Gooty from 11 AM. to 4 PM. 27
members representing six affiliated Associations were present.

The Conference commenced with a prayer conducted by Mr. C. K. Tharu, The
audience were entertained to a short orchestral music by the music teacher and pupils
of the High School. Mr. F. Maltus Smith, the Principal, welcomed the delegates. In the
unavoidable absence of the President, Mr. S. Vaideeswara Aiyer, the Vice-president,
occupied the chair. He briefly reviewed the activities of the guild during the past year
and eulogised the valuable work done by the Secretary and the help rendered by Mr.
P. A. Narayana Aiyyar of C. D. College, and the Municipal High School staff, Anantapur.
The Secretary next presented the Annual Report of the Guild and the audited accounts
of the Guild and the XXVI Provincial Educational Conference which disclosed a net
deficit of about Rs. 130 of which Rs. 50 is yet due from the Anantapur Municipal Council
and the balance has been resolved to be met from current year’s affiliation fees and a
voluntary contribution of Rs. 5 from each affiliated association. Mr. S. K. Yegnanarayana
Aiyyer, President S. 1. T. U. then addressed the Teachers’ gathering on the work of the
S. I T. U. and appealed to the teachers to support the South Indian Teacher and to join
the Protection fund in large numbers especially as it is beneficial to the ELE. Scheol
Master. He also pleaded for subscriptions to the Building Fund and for support to the

candidates put up by the S. L. T. U. for elections to the University Senate and the Aca-.

demic Council.

Resolutions were then passed referring to the death of Mr. H. Champion and requesting
the authorities not to resort to cuts, which was a negation of the Govt. Orders No. 4619 /34
and 3619/35 and to regularise the payment of the salaries to Teachers in Municipal
Schools, to improve the Scout Movement by instituting Scout Funds, to Provincialise the
Service of the Secondary School Teachers in the Dt. Boards and Municipalities, demanding
for Elementary School teachers having Secondary Grade qualifications the scale of pay
& personal allowance fixed for Secondary Grade, and pleading for the introduction of
music as a general and optional subject in schools and Colleges. Dr. G. F. Andrews,
Asst., Physical Director to the Government of Madras, spoke to the teachers about value
of the instructional side of physical exercise and objected to the spending of money from
Games Fund on Cricket which satisfied only a very small number at a verj heavy
expense.

The election of Office-bearers of the Guild for the current year was then proceeded
with and the following were elected.

President : —Mr. S. Vaideeswara Aiyyar, Tadpatri.

Vice-President :—Mr. P. Raghavendra Char, Uravakonda.

Auditor :—Mr. P. Suryanarayana Rao, Dharmavaram.

Secretary : —Mr. C. Ranganatha Aiyyengar, Gooty.

" Asst, Sec.:—C. Rama Rao, Anantapur.

Other members:~—Mr. T. Chldambaramh Tadpatn Mr. H. K Sreenivasa Rao,
Konakondla.

Mr. P. A, Narayana Atyyar delivered a lecture on ‘A Century of Science® which
was much appreciated by the audience. In the course of his lecture he briefly touched
upon the various branches of Science as Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Bio-
Chemistry and Medicine and their development in a century., He stressed on the import-
ance of general science in schools and how it should be maintained in the curriculum

{
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.. even at the expense of one of the two optionals recommended in W. E. Smith's Scheme.
. The Meeting came to a successful close with a vote of thanks proposed by the Secretary.

The Travelling exhibition organised by Mr. T. V. Apparasundaram Mudaliar,
District Educational Officer, Anantapur was opened by Mr. S. K. Yegnanarayana Aiyyar
and was much appreciated by the visitors. The exhibits came mainly from Guntakal
Railway School. Govt. Training School and Municipal High School, Anantapur. The
L. M. High School teachers’ Association was ‘at home’ to the delegates.

L. M. High School,
GOQTY. . C. RANGANATHA AIYENGAR,
12--11-35. Secretary.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE GENERAL MEETING ON 10—11—-1935.

1. This Guild records with regret the untimely death of Mr. H. Champion
Director of Public Instruction, Madras and conveys its sympathy to the members of his
bereaved family.

2. This Guild resolves to recommend to the S. I. T. U. the wholesale adoption of
the draft amendments referred to in circular letter of S. I. T. U. of 20—6—1933 and also
the amendments proposed by Trichincpely District Teachers' Guild except amendment
No. 6.a.(1) to which this Guild does not subscribe, .

3. This Guild lends its full and unstinted support to the appeal of the S. I. T. U.
regarding the Elections to the Madras University Bodies and earnpestly urges upon
registered graduate teachers and Headmasters of all schools whose associations are
affiliated to the Guild to give their votes and highest preferences to the candidates put
up by the S. I. T. U. and also request individual teachers to use their influence with
outsiders also as best as possible.

4. Resolved that the services of all Secondary School Teachers in Local Boards and
Municipalities be provincialised at an early date.

5. Resolved to request the Director of Public Instruction to take early steps with
reference to the grievances of teachers in privately managed schools as contained in the
memorandum submitted by the recent deputation of the S. I. T. U.

6. With a view to develop the Scout Movement in the District this Guild requests
the authorities concerned to place sufficient funds at the dispesal of the Scout Troop to
meet necessary expenses as Scout dress, equipment etc.

7. This Guild is of opinion that cut in salaries to any éxtent after standardisation
of scales by the Government as per G. O. No. 4619 dated 20-10-34 and G. O. No. 3619
L & M dated 7-9-35 is quite against the principle of standardisation, and has hit the
teachers miserably, specially those who are adversely affected by the G. O. and hence
requests the Government and the Director of Public Instruction to interfere with the
Joca! bodies concerned and arrange to remove the extra cut once for all from the date of
adoption of the G. O.'S.

8. This Guild regrets to note that the personal allowances promised by the Chief
Minister to those who are adversely affected by the adoption of the Government scales
have not yet been fully sanctioned by some Municipalities and Local Boards and therefore
requests the Clief Minister to force all the Local Bodies to grant personal allowances to
those whos~ salaries are affected-from the date of standardisation and thus make the
promise a reality.

9. This Guild resolves to request the authorities of local bodies that the irregular
psyments of salaries to the teachers have undermined the credit of the teachers in the
localities concerned and requests the D. P. I to arrange for the regular payment of
salaries each month at least by the 10th.
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10. Resolved that the Executive of the Guild be raised from 5 to 7.

11. Resolved that a Sub-Committee consisting of Messrs. P. Suryanarayana Rao,
K. C. Seshan and the Guild Secretary be appointed to make proposals for improving the
financial resources of the Guild and to consider the question of issuing a bimonthly news
sheet of the Guild and that their recommendations be made before February next to the
Executive Committee whose decisions on the recommendations shall be operative on all
affiliated associations from the next official year.

12. This Guild records its thanks to the D. E. O. Anantapur for his great interest
in extra-Curricular activities and in the inauguraticn of a travelling exhibition which is
becoming quite a popular feature of Educational activity in this District.

13. This meeting appeals to tke authorities of various High Schools and Colleges
to introduce Music both as general and as optional subject for instruction in their insti-
tutions. ‘

14 A. This Guild resolves to approach the Government with a request that as the
scale of pay proposed in G. O. No. 5096 L.M./33 is very low in respect of Secondary Grade
Teachers it may be revised as Rs. 30-2/2/2-50 as in the case of teachers of the same grade
in the High Schools.

B. This Guild resolves to request the President District Board Anantapur to give
effect to rsolution No 161 dated 24-9-1935.

C. This Guild resolve to approach the Government with a request to direct the
District Boards to apply fundamental rules.and M.E.R. closely to the teachers in Elementary
Schools. ;

RAMNAD DISTRICT TEACHER’S GUILD

Annual Conference at Karaikudi on 9-11-1935.

1. The Annual Conference for the year 1934-35 of the Ramnad District Teachers’
Guild was held on Saturday the 9th of November 1935, in the S. M. S. Vidyasala, Karai-
kudi, with the President, Mr. N. S. Venkatarama Ayyar M.A,, L.T,, in the Chair. Fifty
three members attended the Conference, representing 11 affiliated associations.

2. The Conference, which met at § p.m., was welcomed by Mr. K. R. Srinivasa
Ayyar, B.A, L.T., President of the Karaikudi Teachers’ Association.

3. The President of the Guild, in his introductory speech, rmentioned the subjects
that called for the immediate attention of the Guild.

4. Then Resolutions were placed before the conference, and, after discussion, they.

were adopted in Athe form given hereunder. After the Resolutions were passed, the Annual
Report and Statement of Accounts for 1934-35 were presented and adopted. The budgst
for the year 35-36 was also presented and approved.

5. It was unanimously resolved that the head-quarters of the Guild for the new
year be Pallatur (Ramnad) and that the following be the office-bearers : —
President—Mr. A. M. S. Raghavan, B.A, L.T.,, (Pallatur).
Secretaries—Mr. V. Rangaswami Ayyangar, B.A, LT, (Pallatur).
Mr. V. Aravamudu Ayyangar, B.A,, L.T., (Karaikudi).

g Rule VII of the Guild was added to by inserting at the end of the rule the following
words :—

*“either directly or through a Working Committee consisting of the three office-
bearers and three others annually elected by the Executwe Comrmttee from among
themselves.”
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\ And the following were accordingly elected by the Executive Committee as their
Tipresentatives on the Working Committee for 1935-36:—

(1) The Executive Committee member for Manamadura,

(2) The Executive Committee member for Virudhunagar, and

(3) Mr. N. S. Venkatarama Ayyar, M.A., L.T.

7. The heart felt thanks of the Guild were next expressed to the President, Mr.
N. S. Venkatarama Ayyar, M.A,, L.T., for his invaluable services to the Guild, both before
and during the period of his presidentship. After the out-going secretaries were thanked
for their-work. The Guild expressed its obligation to the Teachers’ Association, Karaikudi,
who not only invited the Guild to hold its annual conference in Karaikudi, but also
played the host to all the delegates that assembled at the conference.

RESOLUTIONS
Condolence
I. This Guild places on record its profound sorrow at the sad demise of Mr. H.
Champion, and of Mr. P. V. Seshu Ayyar, who have rendered great service to the cause

of education in South India; and is deeply grieved at the untimely death of Mr. C. K.
Srinivasan of Sivaganga High School, who took a genuine interest in the Guild.

G. O. on Text-Books.

I1 Inasmuch as the discretion given by G. O. No. 471 to the District Educational
Officers in the matter of permitting changes of text books even within five years, is very
often exercised so rigorously as to arrest wholesome changes within the period, the
Government, is requested to issue instructions to the District Educational Officers some what
on the following lines:—

(a) Permission for a change need not be sought
(1) when the previous text book has been in use for 5 years,

(2) when a change is necessitated by a change in the medium of instruction—from
English to Vernacular or vice versa,

(3) when a book is introduced in a class or form in continuation or a series in use
in the lower form or elass .

{b) Permission be granted by the District Educational Officer, if he is satisfied—
(1) that the book introduced has, other things being equal, the advantage of good
illustrations, which the superseded book has not.

(2) that the book introduced has, other things being equal, the advantage of good
priced at least 209, below the book superseded.

Note What is lost by some ten pupils by the non-continuation of the older book
is more than counter-balanced by the great gain accruing to some 30 of their fellow
pupils, by the latter going in for the cheaper priced new book.

(3) that the book introduced has, other things being equal, the advantage of a better
get-up than its predecessor ;

Note The get-up will include the elements of binding, paper, and types.
(4) That the introduction of a fresh book 1s necessitated by the starting or a
changed methed of teaching a subject.
The Remodelling of the S. S. L. C. Scheme.

11 This Guild is of opinion—
(1) that it is possible to plan a scheme of examination that would serve the double
purpose of a Univetsity entrance and of a School-final examination ;
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(2) that any remodelling of the S. S. L. C. scheme should be more or less of a
permanent character, such as will not need tinkering at frequent intervals;

(3) that the remodelling should be on the basis, not of quantity of matter studied,
but of its quality, the test of the latter being whether the study has awakened in the
students an intelligent interest in the world around;

(4) that this remodelling be entrusted to large body of educationists, the majority
of whom (say 75%;) should be persons that have been actively engaged in Secondary
School teaching.

The Ensuing S. S. L. C. ‘Exami'nation.

IV This Guild reiterates the following resolution passed unanimously on 27-1-34:—

*“Inasmuch as the present practice of holding the S. S. L. C. Public Examination
in two sessions each day is a heavy strain on the mind and body of the candidates, this
Guild earnestly requests the S. S. L. C. Board to give it up forthwith, in favour of a single
session per day, say, between 11 am. and 2" am.; and the Guild assures the Board that
the teachers who may be appointed as Assistant Supermtendents would be content with
a smaller remuneration, in case the change is effected, extondmg the examination. over
twice the present period.”

V The Guild requests the S. S. L. C. Board to continue, at least for three years
more, the practice of supplying both English and Vernacular editions of papers to
candidates that have learnt the subjects through the Vernacular medium, inasmuch as
Vernacular nomenclature of English terms have not quite settled down yet and may
take some time more.

i
S. I. T. U. Candidates for University Seats... N

VI Resolved that the S. I. T. U. be requested to consult, in future, the various Guilds

before adopting certain gentlemen as the S. I, T. U. candidates for election to the Senate

or the Acadamic Council of the University of Madras.

Arbitration Boards

VII The Guild views with apprehension the greater jnsecurity of tenure that faces
teachers employed in private aided schools, largely due to a greater influx of qualified
men seeking teaching work ; and prays that the Government might at once vest the exist-
ing Secondary Education Board in each District with powers of arbitration between
teacher and manager.

T. S. L. C. Period of Training...

VIII The Guild is emphatically of opinion that, in the case of S. S. L. C. men seeking
teachers’ training, the period of—training might be cut down to one year, with advantage
to the Government and the students alike, it being provided that the selection is made
on the basis of a high percentage of S. S. L. C. marks.

MALABAR DT. TEACHERS’' CONFERENCE, 16-11-'35

The annual conference of the Malabar Teachers convened under the auspices of the
District Teachers’ Guild came off on the 16th of November in the upstair hall of the Local
Municipal High School. Mr. K. S. Vaidyanatha Iyer, M.A.,, L.T., Lecturer in English,
Victoria College, Palghat presided over the conference. Prominent amongst those preseht
were :—Dr. S. R. U. Savur, Messrs. V. Madhava Raja, L. S. Narayana Iyer, retired
Principal of the Salem College, Kulapathy V. V. Para.meswara Iyer and others. There
was a sprinkling of Women Teachers.

The President-elect was accorded a ﬁttmg reception by the Secretary and other
office-bearers.  The Boyscouts of the Municipal High School presented a Guard of
Honour and escorted him to-the meeting hall.
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The proceedings commenced with a musical overture in which Misses Mannadissyar

too took part rendering duet to the accompaniment of the violin.

This was followed by Miss Sitarama Aiyangar, playing a Telugu song on the Veena

* while her elder sister sang a vocal sclo—the piece chosen being a karnataka one. Lastly

came Miss Tara Bai Savur who gave an exhibition of Hindustani music. All the young
musicians were greeted with applause.

Address of Welcome

Kulapathy Vidyavinod V. V. Parameswara Iyer, the president of the District
Teachers’ Guild, extended a hearty welcome to the delegates and other visitors. The
speaker was invited to give his opinion on the questionnaire prepared by the Paddison
Committee in Madras by the Kerala University Commission, and the Director of Public
Instruction on important questions connected with Education in this Presidency. It was
his considered opinion that the right method of imparting Education was yet to come.
Regarding the Champion Scheme the speaker said it was only a copy of that of the Hadow
Committee in England. Conditions in England and India were quite dissimilar and that
scheme was quite impracticable here. Talking of co-education, in his opinion it was not
at all unwelcome up to a particular stage, say the VIII standard. Inter alia the Kulapathy
condemned the abnormal number of High Schools started by the District Board of
Malabar—-as these served the purpose of canvassing centres during elections. Nobody
was satisfiad with the teaching in the existing Secondary Schools. Long ago he had
suggested a preliminary examination for entrants to the S. S. L. C., and though it had
the official blessing in the beginning, nothing was heard of it later. He was against the
appointment and dismissal of Board Teachers by their presidents and instead, that power
should be vested in that of the Inspector of Schools. There were too many High Schools
and Universities in the country. The so called National Education Institutions, misnamed
Vidya piths were having only British syllabuses of studies. He would therefore ask the
delegates assembled to consider these and other problems.

Presidential Address

The President referred amongst other matters to the following: While teachers were
putting up a fight for increase of pay, they could also endeavour to cut down expenses
by giving up coffee and other such deleterious or superfluous drinks, and adopting cheap
but nutritious fruits and nuts. Next they might adopt as their professional dress the
Madanapalli Theosophical School’s Jibba and Dothi, so clean, white and cheap. They could
also cut medical bills by preferring naturopathy and Homeopathy. They could increase
their income by taking kindly to the public press, the publication of books and text-books;
and translating books from foreign or even North Indian Languages. They could also
make their women earn something.

Turning to their classwork, he referred to irksome restraints like an externally
imposed syllabus, text books and unfit pupils admitted without consent. Even when
fighting for these fundamental rights, they could chivalrously combine to overcome
defects. According to a well known educational maxim a bad text book called out
the excellent teacher.

As to the ‘Insecurity of Service’ he said that each teacher could help to tone down
that growing cry, by increasing knowledge in his subject and by evolving a technique
of his owr. in teaching. -

For his most important work of the pupils’ character building, he should acquire
the necessary psychological knowledge about it, take the trouble of watching them
both in and cutside their schools, win their confidence and become their friendly guide.
‘But more could ke done if he himself grew pure-hearted high-souled, and deeply lov-
ing, making himself an influence and example,
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He warned the teachers against falling victims to the fashion of taking up all
sorts of social service for which they have neither the time nor the energy, nor training.

He knew that a large majority of them wanted the provincialisation of the whole
profession. But he would ask them to ponder deeply and say if with provinciali-
sation and the consequent government control they could have the vital conditions of a
live education, viz., experimentation, adaptation and freedom to change.

The Presidential address over Mr. C. S. Narayanaswami Iyer, Lecturer, Victoria
College, Palghat, read an interesting paper on “A Scheme of Secondary Education.”

The Conference re-assembled after lunch and after considerable discussion adopt-
ed the following resolutions:— f

.

RESOLUTION

(1) This Conference places on record its deep sense of sorrow at the demise
of Rao Bahadur P. V. Seshu Iyer, who was the Founder-Presidenti of the Malabar
District Teachers’ Guild and a distinguished educationist; and conveys its sincere con-
dolence to the members of the bereaved family.

(2) This Conference places on record its deep sense of sorrow at the demise of
Mr. H. Champion, the Director of Public Instruction, Madras.

(3) (a) This Conference, while appreciating the principle of standardisation of
salary of teachers in Secondary Schools, requests the government not to make any in-
vidious distinction in the salary scales between teachers in government service and
those in Local Board Schools, and also requests the Government to extend the same
scale to teachers in schools under private management.

(b) This Conference requests the Government to apply the same principles of
equity and justice as are now applied to Government Servants to all teachers in non-
Government service, who may be adversely affected by the revision of salary in the
middle of their services by making up the differences in the individual cases by sanc-
tioning personal allowances.

(4) This Conference urges upon the Government the need for starting Techni-
cal and Art Schools at important centres in the Presidency at a very early date, and
requests that Manual Training in Secondary Schools be not made compulsory.

(5) This Conference earnestly requests the Government to start the short-term
course of Training for Secondary trained Teachers at a very early date, and requests
the University of Madras to allow such teachers to appear for the L.T. Degree Exami-
nation as private candidates, until such short term course is started.

(6) This Conference requests the Government to revise th: Grant-in-Aid Code
as early as possible, so as to make its provisions more liberal and up-to-date and to
provide also for a full grant on all items of capital expenditure. '

(7) This Conference is of opinion that the scale of salary introduced in Board
and Municipal Elementary Schools should be sanctioned to Aided Elementary Schools
also, and the teaching grant to Aided Elementary Schools should be calculated and
fixed on that basis. :

(8) This Conference sumbits—

(a) That the new scale of pay for Secondary Trained teachers in Local Board

Schools is too low for their qualifications and responsibilities, and requests the Govern-

~ment to adopt the scale, recommended by the S. I. T. U. which is only the bare minimum
for them.

~

(b) That Intermediate Trained Teachers and Secondary Trained Commercial
Instructors should be given a higher start than Secondary Trained Teachers,
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- - (c) and that the starting salary for the Drawing Masters and Physical Training

£

Irstructors should be the same as that of the Secondary Grade Teachers.
(9) This Conference requests the Government to provincialise the services of

.all teachers in Secondary Schools at an early date.

(10) This Conference requests the Government to extend to the childrer} of male
teachers in all schools—Govt.,, Board, Municipal and Aided—the fee concessions now
granted to the children of women teachers in Govt., and Local Board services.

(11) This Conference feels that, in order to promote the cause of education, every
teacher should become a member of a Teachers’ Association. Every association should
be affiliated to the District Teachers’ Guild, and every Guild, in its turn, to the Pro-
vincial organisation.

In winding up the proceedings, Mr. K. S. Vaidyanatha Iyer, the President complimen-
ted the delegates on the successful completion of their dJeliberations. With votes of
thanks to the President and others, the Conferenc came to a close.

AN AT HOME )
Mr. C. S. Sesha Iyer, B.A., L.T., the Headmaster and the staff of the I\.luni-
cipal High School were “ At Home 7 to the delegates assembled. In spite of the incle-
ment weather the function proved a great success.

A HARIKATHA KALAKSHEPAM

Later, Mr. V. R. Vaideswara Iyer, B.A., L.T, Headmaster of the Government
Training School delighted the audience by the performance of a “Ha'rlkathji Kalak-
shepam” (Story Telling); the piece chosen was “The Greatness of Anjaneya” (Hanu-

man.)

NORTH ARCOT DISTRICT TEACHERS GUILD

In honour of the visit of Mr. H. F. Saunders Esq, M.A., Director of Public Instrue-
tion, Madras, the Educational authorities of Ambur got up a brilliant function on the
12th inst. Being Durbar Day, Sporis were conducted for the Boys and Girls of .the
llocal Flementary schools. There was a scout display followed by an excellent Pl:1y§1c31
Demonstration. The elite of the town was present including a large number of mission-
aries. The Director arrived with Mrs. Saunders at about 5 pm. from Metur. He was
accompanied by Mr. Sheik Dawood Ssheb, B.A, LT, D.E.O, of North Arcot and Mr.
M. S. Sx;ndareswaran, M.A., L.T., Deputy Inspector of Scl.xools, Vellore.

Prizes for the winners in sﬁorts for the school children weredistributed by Mrs.
Saunders. The Education week committee and the Ambur Elementary. Teache:rs'
association donated the prizes. With a few remarks by Mr. Saunders this function
ended. .

Then on behalf of the North Arcot District Teachers’ Guild Rev. Milton G. Kuolt,
MSc. (Ed) its President read an address of welcome.

MR. SAUNDERS’ REPLY
“My wife and I thank you very much for your kind welcome on this occasion. 1
regret that my visit is as short as it must be. Also it happe-ns to come when one (')f the
High schools—the Muslim High School—is closed. It is my sincere .w15h as you do in the
address thay this may be the first of a series of pleasant visits to this fine place.

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

1 am very pleased to hear that your Guild includes Elementary Teachers as well.
Because after all, the foundation of a house is important and we look to the teachers in
Elementary schools for this foundation in education,

6
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(Formerly London Mission _High School)
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I hope you include all lady teachers. We want more lady teachers in Boys’
schools. I do not mean they should push out male teachers who may open fresh schools.
You will agree with me that young pupils are cared for, better by women.

The S. 1. T. U.

I was very pleased with the sensible moderate and wise way in which the South
Indian Teachers’ Union put forth its requests. There are grievances and grievances but
all of them cannot be removed at one stroke. Your head Association was very wise in
insisting upon the removal of certain definite grievances. We shall continue to make
the lives of teachers happy, their security of service a little better. Some do not realise
the difficulties of the Department. Patience wins in the end.

CERTAIN COMPLAINTS

Some times I have grievances myself. Lot of papers come to my desk and await
disposal which Teachers’ Guilds may take steps to stop. There are certain things brought
to my notice during the last 2 or 3 weeks which Teachers can set right. There are things
happening in the Examinations that ought not to happen. We should put down abuses
blackening Education these days. These are some of the things that worry me. By this,
I wish to show to you that we are trying to do what we can. Some times requests that
are not feasible are urged.

CONCLUSION

Well I hope that I may come again and meet your association under circumstances
favourable when we shall mutually understand more, each other. I am sure the SI1T.U.
and the Dept. do understand each other. Shortly I am going to the North. I may hear
lots of things worse than the happenings in South India. It leads me to think that affairs
are better here and in educational matters, schools in the south lead. I hope to meet you
again. Mrs. Saunders and I thank you for your kind welcome and address.”

VISIT TO SCHOOLS

On the 13th the Director paid visit to the local Mission, Muslim, and Hindue High
Schools and the Elementary schools for Boys and Girls. The Management of the Hindu
High School presented the Director with an address recounting the History of the institu-
tion and its requirements in the future. :

THE UNION HIGH SCHOOL, COIMBATORE,
SCIENCE & RED CROSS EXHIBITION, 1935

An educational exhibition in Science and Red Cross work was organised on 9-12-1935
in connection with the School Day celebration of the Union High School, Coimbatore
which came off on 10-12-1935 over which Mr. H. F. Saunders, Director of Public In-
struction presided. ‘The Exhibition was opened by Mr. M. S. Natesa Iyer, M.A., L.T.,
of the local Government College, who delivered a very interesting address. Mr. M. J.
Sargunam, Headmaster, took the chair.

No entrance fee was charged for the Exhibition and it was kept open between 5 and
7 pm. on $-12-1935 and between 10 am. and 5 p.m. the next day. About 1000 pupils
including girls from the local high and elementary schools visited the exhibition besides
many parents and teachers. The Director of Public Instruction was pleased to pay a
visit to the exhibition before presiding over the School Day function of the school.

The exhibition was in the hands of a sub-commiitee consisting of Messrs. V.
Kandaswami, B.A., L.T,, A. Rajarathnam, B.A., and R. E. Rajasekaran, (Red Cross Coun-
sellor).
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PARENTS’ CONFERENCE (UNION HIGH SCHOOL, COIMBATORE)

In connection: with the school-day celebration of the Union High School, Coimbatore
1935, a Parents’ Corference was held in the Union high school, Coimbatore on Monday,
the 9th December 1935 at 5-30 p.m. As in former years, the response was not quite en-
couragizg. Mr. C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A., B.L., the president of the Parents’
Association took the chair.

Mr. M. J. Sargunam, M.A., L.T., welcomed the parents. Then the chairman spoke
on “The necessity for a Parents’ Conference.” The minutes of the previous meeting
were read by Mr. T. V. Mathuram, the secretary and approved.

Mr. C. R. Sethumadhava Ra:o, B.A. BL, spoke about the great responsibility of
the teacher as loco parentis.

Mr. C. S. Rangaswami lyengar, B.A;, LT, a former member of the staff of the
London Mission High School, spoke about the difficulties of the headmaster of aided
schools in finding the necessary finance. He commended the Headmaster and the staff
for the trouble they had taken in raising the large sum of Rs. 26,000 in such a short time,
and the parents, old boys and the friends of the school for the public spirit they had
evinced in contributing it. He also spoke on how parents could help the school from
their charity funds contributing towards the Endowment fund, scholarship fund and the
Prize fund of the school.

The old office~-bearers were re-elected and Mr. Sethu Iyer was co-opted to the
committéee. With a few remarks from the chair, the meeting terminated.

V. M. HIGH SCHOOL, PERIAKULAM

Durbar Day was celebrated with great pomp in the school.

EDWARD BOARD HIGH SCHOOL, NIDUBROLU

Education week was celebrated in this place from 12th November to 16th November
1935, in a very successful manner.

THE SOUTH INDIA 'I;IE.ACHERS’ UNION PROPAGANDA

On the 23rd November 1935, Mr. S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer, President of the
Union, presided over the Conference of the Andhra Teachers’ Federation at Ra]ahmundry
Mr. S. Natarajan also attended the meeting.

On Saturday, the Tth December 1935, Messrs. M. S. Sabhesan, T. Ramanujachariar
and S. Natarajan attended a meeting of the Chingleput District Guild at Conjeevaram.
Mr. M. S. Sabhesan spoke on “The Need for Strengthening the Union.”

Mr. T. Ramanujachariar, spent a week in visiting the many schools in the dist-
rict explaining to teachers in these parts the aims and objects of the Union and the
benefits of becoming a member of the Protection Fund.

. On the 14th December 1935, Mr. S. K. Yegnanarayana lIyer presided over the
Annual Conference of the Chittoor District Guild at Kalahasti.

Mr. M. S. Sabhesan, presided over the Tenth Ramnad District Elementary
Teachers' Conference at Virudhunagar on 14th December 1935. Mr. S. T. Ramanuja
Iyengar addressed the members on “The S.I.T.U. and its Protection Fund.”

Messrs. Sabhesan and S. T. Ramanuja lyengar toured in parts of Ramnad and
Tinnevelly district from 15th December to 22nd December 1935,

Messrs. M. K. Ramamurthi, S. T. Ramanuja Iyengar and E. H. Parameswaran
and A. Srinivasaraghan. Secretary, Tinnevily District Teachers’ Guild have left for
South Kanara and will be visiting the important centres in this dxstnct and in Malabar
-as well from the 23rd instant to the end of this month.

THE FIFTH SOUTH INDIAN EDUCATION WEEK

SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION, MUNICIPAL HIGH SCHOOL,
MAYAVARAM, 9-12--1935.

The Education Week in Mayavaram was celebrated by the Secondary School
Teachers’ Association, Mayavaram, in the Municipal High School Hall from 7-11-35 to
10-11-35.

The first day was “Parents’ Day.” M.R.Ry. E. N. Somasundaram Pillai, Avergal,
Chairman, Municipal Council, Mayavaram, inaugurated the Education Week. The
elite of the town were present. MR.Ry. G. S. Venkatarama Iyer, Avergal, B.A, BL,

‘Retired Sub-Judge presided and M.R.Ry. Palaniappa Mudaliar, Avergal, B.A., Deputy

Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Tanjore, lectured on ' Co-operation and Welfare
Work.” The president, after endorsing the points of the lecturer, stressed the need
for a devoted band of workers, to make the co-operative movement a success.

The second day was “Pupils’ Day,” when M.R.Ry. T. P. Soundaraja Iyengar, Aver-
gal, B.A., L.T., Headmaster Government Training School, Mayavaram, presided; and
M.R.Ry. A. Srinivasa Iyengar Avergal, B.A, L.T, Senior Deputy Inspector ef Schools,
lectured ‘'on “Scouting in Schools.”

The president observed that the spirit of the movement must be understood and
that earnest attempts should be made by scouters to make scouting suit the conditions
of our country.

The Third Day was the “Teachers’ Day.” The Secondary School Teachers' Asso-
ciation, Mayavaram, was at home to the managements. Then, M.R.Ry. V. Mahadeva
Iyer, Avergal, B.A.,, LT, Retired Headmaster, Native High School, Kumbakonam, lec-
tured on “Ourselves,” and the function was presided over by M.R.Ry. D. C. Chandra-
sekara Iyer Avergal, B.A, BL., MB.BS,, Member, Mayavaram Municipal Council.

) The Fourth day was the “School Day.” It was presided over by M.R.Ry. K. Sri-
nivasa Patrachariar, Avergal, M.A., Government College, Kumbakonam. The Head-
master of the Municpal High School, Mayavaram, presented his annual report on the
working of the school for the year 1934-35. Prizes were given to the boys for profi-
ciency in various subjects and activities. He was much impressed with the musical
talents displayed by some of the pupils. Then the celebration came to a close.

BODINAYAKANUR

The Education Week was celebrated at the Victoria Memorial High School, Bodi-
nayakanur, under the auspices of an influential local committee on the 28th and 29th
MNovember 1335. Thursday, the 28th was observed as the “Parents’ Day.” An imposing
procession of over thousand school children, parents, teachers and local officials went
round the rain streets of the town in the morning. Sweets were distributed to the
children atier which an Educational Exhibition containing over a hundred exhibits
arranged .. different sections like Arts, Science, History and Geography, Health and
Hygiene, Kindergarten. Models and Handworks, Collections, Experiments and Muni-
cipal statistics—prepared by teachers, pupils and others, was opened by the Zamindar
of Bodiniayakanur. At the public meeting held in the evening M.R.Ry. S. V. Balraj,
Avergal. B.A., LT, District Educational Officer, presided. M.R.Ry. T. E. Gomathi-~
nayagam Pillai, Avergal, Municipal Commissioner, delivered an address to the parents.
With a vote of thanks to all concerned, the meeting teminated,
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At 8 P.M. the Representative of the Educational Cinema’s, Ltd., Madras, showed
a set of interesting educational films to a large gathering of pupils and teachers. On
Friday, 29-11-35, the “Childrens’ Day” was celebrated. Sports for the boys and girls
of the High and Elementary Schools were held from 7 am. to 11 am. A new feature
of this year was the inclusion of several events open to teachers and the public. The
District Educational Officer paid a visit to the Sports and the Exhibition and expressed
complete satisfaction with the arrangements made. He also gave a message of good
wishes to the newly-started School Magazine which was kept on show in the Exhibi-
tion.

MRRy T. V. K. Kamaraja Pandia Naicker, Avergal, M.L.C., Zamindar and
Municipal Chairman, presided over the'public meeting held at 5 P.M. A large audience
of parents and officials including M.R.Ry. Rao Saheb A. S. Alaganan Chettiar, Aver-
'gal, ML.C., Messrs. P. T. Devar, Dewan; A. Subbizh Chettiar, Vice-Chairman,
Municipal Council, Narayana Rao, Electrical Engineer, were present. There were two
addresses in Tamil to the pupils by Messrs. R. Padmanabha Iyer, B.A,, L.T., and P.
V. Ramakrishna Iyer, District Scout Master. The Chairman wound up the proceedings
with a few words of advice to the boys. Mr. Y. Viswanatha Iyer, MA, L.T. Head-
master, V. M. High School and Secretary of the Education Week Committee proposed
votes of thanks to all those who co-operated in making the celebrations successful.
After the distribution of Thamboolam, the meeting terminated at 7-30 P.M. with the
singing of the National Anthem. ;

b

A. RAMANJULU CHETTY HIGHER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, MADRAS.

The Education Week was celebrated in the school under the presidency of Sri-
mathi S. Krishnaveni Ammal, Lecturer in Tamil, Lady Wellingdon Training College,
‘Madras, on Wednesday, the 16th October at 4-30 pm., in the school premises. There
was a large gathering of mothers of the locality.

After prayer, Srimathi V. M. Kothainayaki Ammal delivered an interesting lec-
ture on “Women's Education.” )

After the lecture an interesting(programme such as dances, kolattam, kummi,
vbeal and instrumental music, was gone through by the girls of the school.

The President in winding up the proceedings concurred with the lecturer-in all
the points and paid a glowing tribute to the management and staff for the successful
and efficient work done in the school.

On 17-10-'35, the “Parents’ Day” was celebrated at 5-15 p.m. in the school pre- .

mises under the distinguished presidency of M.R.Ry. P. Ekantharangan Naidu, Garu,
B.A., L.T., Deputy Inspector of Schools. The hall was tastefully decorated with
festoons. There was a large gathering of parents of the locality.

Mr. M. Ramakrishna Pillai, Assistant Government Training School, Mint Build-
ings, Madras, addressed the gathering on “The Teacher and the Parent.”

After the lecture, the pupils of the sghool entertained the guests with an inte-
resting programme of recitations, vocal and instrumental, music, fancy dress, display
by the Cubs and Scouts, and mimicry. !

The President after congratulating the pupils on their histrionic talents, remarked
that such annual functions in the school would bring the parent in closer with the
working of the school.

" With a vote of thanks proposed by Mr. K. Ramiah Chetty, the Headmaster of
the school, the function terminated at 1 p.m.

——
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HOW PASUMALAI CELEBRATED “EDUCATION WEEK”

Pasumalai High‘and Training Schools celebrated “Education Week” in a praeti-
cal way. Some ten villages within three miles radius of Pasumalai were selected and
the five hundred students including the staff of the High and Training Schools were

. divided into several groups to go and work among the villagers.

Sc.h.ool time was changed. We studied from 8 am. to 12: 10 pm. So students
began rising up early, finished their bath and chota and were busy preparing lessons.
Not minding the drudgery of work we took to it enthusiastically as we thought of
the privilege we are having to serve our brethren in the villages.

The school over, students could be seen running to their hostels to finish their
meals and to make the necessary arrangements so that they could start early. It was
really a beautiful sight to see all students of all classes in different groups, go with
flags and festoons, singing beautiful songs. We are proud to say that we l’mdertook
this work not as:a compulsion but as a pleasure.

We reached the village as early as we could and began our work. We sang
songs to gather people and one of us spoke zbout the purpose of our campaign. Then
lwe separated into different small groups to do various activities such as cleaning, teach-
ing the adults, teaching games to the younger boys, instructing the mothers,on the
care of their children and houses. The idle and the lazy were taught to make baskets,

~ bags and fans. Further we talked to them about sanitation and the prevention of

diseases such as sore-eyes, malaria, etc.

The one impertant feature of our visits is the instruction to the adults in the
realm of education through the charts prepared by Dr. Mason Olcott, The adulis
learnt the letters and found their knowledge of the same very useful. Not only they
read but also were in a position to teach other illiterates. The value of the charts
thus was considerably increased and we hope that it will be a successful weapon to
wipe out illiteracy in our villages.

In order that people who have studied up to third or fourth standards may not
lapse into illiteracy we sold some small book-lets and distributed newspapers and ver-
nacular pamphlets to engage their leisure hours. In order that the future citizens
of India may be equipped with necessary knowledge we informed the teachers of the
school of modern up-to-date methods of teaching, helped them in framing syllabuses
and sometimes gave some model lessons. The present studénts are the future citizens’
of India. So we ‘took great care about school-going children.

Lastly we talked to the parents about the school, and the importance of the
parental co-operation needed for the betterment of the schools. We insisted on their
sending their children regularly to schools, and we promised to render help if neces-
sary.

Pasumalai tried this new way. It is our humble prayer that other institutions
also may follow this plan rather than arrange for lifeless lectures. Above all we pray
to our Almighty to grant us the strength and willingness to work more and more for
our villagers.



THE TEACHERS’ BOOK-SHELF

A Brief History of England for Form IV. By Mr. T. S, Viraraghavachari, M.A., L.T,,
Published by Messrs. Madras Premier Co., Perianna Maistry Street, Madras. Price

Annas 12 Cr, 8vo. 117 pages.

The publishers point out in their note that the book “has been prepared strictly
in conformity with the latest syllabus (1934 scheme) and the language used is simple
and easy enough to awaken the interest of pupils to work through the book without
much teaching.” There is very real need for the preparation of books having the
ideal given expression to by the publishers in their note. Though Indian publishers
are handicapped seriously in bringing out a first rate book, they must aim at publishing
bocks which would stand competition by fulfilling a standard of educational efficienicy
and not by being brought down to a low price. One is forced to think that the book has
been written from the adult point of view. As Fr. Carty says in his foreword a surprising
amount information has been given within a small compass.” Without elaborate explana-
tion of each sentence, it is feared that the book cannot easily be understood by young

pupils. The attempt to publish the book in right lines is a laudable one.
K. S.

Britain in the Eighteenth Century. By M. W. Keatings and D. G. Perry. i’ublished
by A. & C. Black, Ltd, London. Pages 215-434. Price 3sh.

This is Book IV of Life and Progress Histories and covers the period 1688-1815.
This is one of a very superior series of text books which is different from the conven-
tional text book. ‘Less attention has been given to domestic politics in the early part
of the reign of George III and to the individual battles of the Peninsular War but more
to the scientific and industrial development of a century which saw the change to
modern Britain’ Generally more attention has been paid to social, economic, literary
and scientific aspects than to the merely political or military events. The 45 illustra-
tions and maps, 3 time charts and exercists at the end of each chapter add to the

usefulness of this work of great ability to make it a first rate book.
K. S

" .
Fundamentals of Modern Typewriting. (Theory and Practice). By K. Mchammad Khan
Published by the Premier Technical Institute, Chittoor. "Price Rs. R-8.

" . We consider this a very useful textbook in Typewriting. The exercises are so
graded that we believe with the author when he says, ‘ that the learner can with ordinary
care learn the subject and acquire efficiency even in the absence of a teacher’ The in-
struction in the theory of typewriting is comprehensive. The author seems to have borne
in mind the requirements of the S. S. L. C. and the Higher Grade Typewriting Examina-
tion. Copious exercises are given. Lithographed manuscripts containing passages, official
and business letters, tabular statements, Government Orders, legal documents, displays,
have all been included: Some of them have been selected from the recent Government
examination papers. The printing and get-up of the bock is all that could be desired.

EDITORIAL

EDUCATION PROGRAMME IN ENGLAND

Elsewhere we publish the full text of the Education Programme of the
National Government in England. Education is generally given a place in
election manifestoes of the different parties in England, but this year it has
been given a very important place in view of the insistent demand for raising
the school age to 13 and if need be to 16. The Educational policy of the
Government as enunciated in their programine may be summed up as
follows :—(1) Raising the school age from 14 to 15 with exemptions between
those ages. (a) for beneficial employment; (b) in exceptional cases for home
duties. (2) increased building grants to voluntary schools in connection with
raising the school age and reorganisation. (3) abolition of the restriction of
the proportion of children who may be admitted in secondary schools either
free or at reduced rates. (4) Increased provision for state scholarship ten-
able at the Universities; (5) Thorough reorganisation of Technical Education;
(6) Development of Adult Education; (7) Improving and maintaining the
health and physique of young people during and after school days through
the provision of Nursery schools, the development of school medical service

and a comprehensive system of Physical training.

The programme is ‘National indeed ;’ yet. “The Schoclmaster and the
Women Teachers’ Chronicle,” the organ of the National Union of Teachers
rightly takes exception to the provision for exemption from the operation of
the higher school leaving age. Beneficial employment would certainly not
be beneficial to the child and so it demands that without any exception all
children should be kept at school till the age of 15. The Labour party, whose

programme is even more liberal, weuld raise the school leaving age to 16,

would make secondary education free for all and would strive to reduce the
size of the classes to 40 and if possible to 30. It denounces the policy of the
National government during the last 4 years of its regime in the following
terms :—“It has carried out a ruthless policy of educational economy’; “the
paralysis of this service by financial parsimony is indefensible”; “The Board
of Education has been the office hoy of the Treasury’—‘“there has been an
increase in the size of the classes”—*“Reorganisation plans according to Hadow
Report have been kept at a standstill”; “The National Government have
arrested educational progress and degraded educational standards. The next
labour government must reverse that policy decisively and at once.”—The
Labour Party’s programme is full of cencrete and constructive suggestions.
When political parties vie with one another in adopting and working forward
an educational programme the progress of the Nation is assured. Probably
with due consideration for the financial -obligations involved, the national
government’s programme may be what may be immediately practicable, It
has clearly shown that even the conservatives in England are keenly alive to
the importauce of education in the national well-being and are prepared to

adopt a forward policy in that regard..

CHAMPION NOTE
In strange contrast with the forward policy in Education of the Nation-

al Government in England we have our government professing its faith in
Universal Cempulsory Education but pursuing a course which will make the
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attainment of the goal almost impossible. Almost 15 years have passed since
the passing of the Elementary Education Act. Compulsion has only been
introduced in a few select areas, and here too, compulsion is only in name.
Beyond the levy of the education cess in these special areas, no definite
steps seem to have been taken to enforce the attendance of children in schools.
Little or no provision has been made even in these areas for enlarging the
educational facilities, if compulsion is to be effectively introduced. Elementary
education is neither compulsory nor free, nor universal even in 1935.
Aided schools are allowed to charge fees and this too wunder an
Act, the main purpose of which is to make elementary education free and
compulsory. Again, faced with the problem of withdrawals from the school
before the completion of the 5th standard, the Act has been amended giving
powers for penalising the parent who once admits his child in a school and
then withdraws it. This does not at all take into account the causes for such
withdrawals. Is it the parents’ antagonism to educate his child ? Is it his
poverty that compels him to make his young child earn something to keep
the family going ? Is it the unwillingness of the child to remain at school
because of unattractiveness and defective instruction? These pro-
blems did not at all appear to have been considered by our
legislators. While only 17% of the population are literate, the
bogey of wastage has been raised and under the guise of making
the rupee go its fullest extent, ruthless economy has been practised which
has resulted in a great set back in education. The late Mr. Champion in a
. sincere effort to secure maximum advantage with the minimurh cost sug-
gested a plan of consolidation and concentration. Many advantages may be
claimed for this scheme but unfortunately our main problem is not consolida-
tion. Wastage can be avoided by the only method adopted in regard to other
spheres- namely, liberal and timely financial help to the efficient struggling
schools to improve the quality of instruction. It is a scheme to be introduced
when expansion has reached its high water mark, and it is not surprising if
many local bodies are not enthusiastic to adopt the scheme.

A few days ago, it was reported that government have appointed a
committee to investigate and report on the best methods of making elemen-
tary education compulsory for all Boys in villages with a population of over
5,000. The note which the late Mr. Champion had submitted, and
which the committee has been directed to consider was published recently
in the ‘Hindu’.. In his note Mr. Champion raises the following points :-—(1)
The most pressing problem in connection with Elementary education is
how to secure the attendance of children at school until they have completed
the school course i.e. until they have passed standard V. (2) The need for a
strong public opinion behind the policy of compulsion. The Government
agreeing with Mr. Champion feel that compulsory education, however
plentiful the funds available might be, will never achieve its real and rightful
purpose of making the child permanently literate, unless the majority of the
population were in sympathy with the idea and were anxious that their
- children should not only go to school but stay in school long enough to reap

' some permanent benefit from their school course. Mr. Champion feels that the
mere imposition of fines or prosecution of parents would not help compulsion;
for, in his view, the withdrawal of children is an economic necessity in the
majority of cases. According to Mr. Champion the problem of compulsion
in Madras may be resolved under the following heads. (1) compelling
parents to send their children to school; (2) Keeping their children at
school; and (3) avoidance of the evil of stagnation. It is not quite correct to say
that in Western countries the problem of compulsion related only fo the minor-

\
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ity of parents. The Indian parent is anxious to educate his child and if pro-
pey facilities are offered he needs no coercive measures to send his child to
school. To bring a child to the school and to keep a child at school are not
really two different processes as is stated in the note and a provision for com-
pulsion will help us to achieve our end. It is very unfortunate that the edu-
cational expert should state that he has no faith in compulsion.
We are yet to know the results of the Government schemes of
penalties and imprisonments for parents who withdraw their children
from schools. Mr. Champion observes that the problem of retaining
children at school till they complete the V standard grade is more important
than the problem of bringing children to school. He is alive that mere en-
forcement of penal laws would not be of any avail and suggests that Govern-
ment should do well to consider other less repressive and non-penal measures
for bringing about the desired end.

He is conscious that, in the majority of cases, children are withdrawn
from schools and are made to work to increase the family income. But
instead of suggesting the only remedy, the remedy which has been suggested
in all the civilised countries viz., compensating the parent for such losses,
Mr. Champion suggests a hovel scheme about the success of which he himself
is very doubtful. He suggests the opening of part-time schools working either
in the morning hours or late in the evenings, when the children would not he

" needed for work. In England part-time attendance in a school is objected to,

on the ground, that industry is not so well organised as to provide work for
juveniles in such a way as to leave them free for school education at stated
hours and that the child would not be fit to learn anything after manual
work. These objections apply equally to our province. Such part-time
schools for the education of a large number of children of school-going age
have no parallel anywhere and even under the modified form suggested by
the Government the idea of part-time schools is indefensible. While we
should object to the conditions that compel young children to work, we should
object even in a greater degree to compelling them to attend school after a
day’s strenuous work. Psychologically it is unsound; it will undoubtedly
increase wastage in educational effort and produce greater stagnation.

The experiment of night schools has been declared to be a failure by
Mr. Champion the educational expert and yet he has made this suggestion
though he has his own doubts about the soundness of the scheme. He has

“therefore left it to the committee to consider the scheme for opening the

necessary number of part-time schools which will be no better than the ¢on-
demned bogus night schools and venture schools. We are not surprised that
such experienced educational administrators as Messrs. C. R. Reddi and
Dr. Subbaroyan, refuse to be members of the committee. It has been placed
in an unenviable position and the terms of reference give it no freedom to
deal comprehensively with the problem. The Government must be ready to
find the finance necessary if compulsion is to be effected. Madras has always
been priding itself upon its having been a surplus province. As long as the
provincial Governments are not prepared to put their hands into the purse,
it is idle to talk of free and compulsory education. The problem can only be
solved if Go. rnment should be generous to set apart a large sum of money
for the spread of education especially when it wants us to take the hint that
the difficulty is not the lack of funds.

A literate population would add to the prosperity of the province and
money spent in education would prove a good investment for the province.
We commend the suggestion that Government may take advantage of the
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%em e Elections.
'UNION CANDIDATES.

HEADMASTERS’ CCVSTI’"UENCY ACADEMIC COUNCIL

1. Re\lf G P. James, B.A., L.T., B.D., Eeadmaster, High School, Pasu-
*° malal.

2. . Rev. Milfon G. Kuolt, M.Sec. (Educ.}, Principal, M. E. L L M.
High School, Ambur.

3. Mr. N. Rangaqwarm Iyc, M.A, L.T, Headmacter, Town High
School, Kumbakonam.

HEADMASTERS’ CONSTITUENCY, SENATE

1. Mr. K. Kuruvilla Jacob, M.Ed. (Leeds), Headmaster, Christian
College High School, Madras.

2. Mr. E. H. Parameswaran, I\I”A L.T., Headmaster, Thirthapathi
High School, Ambasamudram.

3. Mr. M.J. S'lrffunam, M.A., L.T., Headmaster, Union High School,
- Coimbatore.

REGISTERED GRADUATES CONSTITUE\IC‘Y SE‘\TA’I“

1. Mr. N. Kuppuswanu Iyengar M.A., LT, Lecturer in Mathema‘rxcs,

. Training College, Trivandrum.

2. Mr. V. C. Padmanabha Ménon, BA Lecturer in Malayalam,

Madras Christian.College, Mudras

3. Mr: V. R. Remachandra Dikshitar, M A‘,.Lec -urer - in  Indian

History, University of Madras, Madras. .

‘4. Mr. M. R. Rangaswami Iyengar, M. A L.T, Headmaster V. M
' Board High School Periakulam.

5.7 Mr. A, rxmvgqalaguavan, ,MA Lecturer Hindu College, Tinne-

- velly, ‘

6. Mr. S K Yegnanarayana Iyer, MA Professoz of- Enghsh

o vPachvappa s College, Madrag ,
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A VY
easy conditions of the money-market, and raise a large loan to be used in
effectively introducing compulsory and free education in the province.

NO INSINUATION

In our issue for July 1935, “Angler” remarking about the delay in
sending to schools copies of the revised 1929 syllabuses observed “It is
surprising that copies of the modified syllabuses for the 1929 scheme this
year were placed in the hands of some publishers even before schools were
supplied the same. . . . This continued slighting of workers in schools out of
extra-educational con51derat10ns is bound to have disastrous consequences
on the morale of schools.” '

We are glad to say that “Angler” meant no insinuation whatsoever and
that he only complalned that while it was possible for publishers to have
access to copies of the syllabues, teachers could get them only long after the

schools re-opened. We take this opportunity to assure the Department that -

neither we, nor our correspondent wished to insinuate anythmg about the
_authorities. .

——

S. S. L. C. SCHEME

As per the Government Order the 1934 scheme has been kept in abey- .

ance for 2 years, the 1929 scheme being continued in the year 1935-1936 in the
IV form. We hope by this time the Department would have considered the
1934 scheme and come to some decision as to what scheme ought tq be follow-
ed in the IV form for the year 1936-1937. Whatever the decision of the
Department would be, we wish it is communicated to the schools at least in
March so that schools may arrange for their pregramme in advance.

A GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION

Word has come from Ambur, concerning the progressive nature of the
Education Week Committee of that place. After the celebrations of the
week were coricluded a net balance of money was left on hand. Qut of
these funds the committee donated Rs. 20 for prizes given in connection with
Elementary School Sports on the occasion of the Director’s visit and Rs. 15
were sent to'the North Arcot District Teachers’ Guild. We congratulate the
" far-sighted work of this committee and recommend it as an example to other
committees of the same nature.

OUR GREETINGS

We wish all our readers a merry Christmas and a happy New' Year.

The year that is just ending has been in every respect a bad year for teachers.
G. O. 4619 has affected over 80% per cent of the teachers. Cuts and re-
trenchments in aided schools have affected the remainder. The Elementary
~school teachers had their share of sorrows.

However there are signs of better times coming and we wish that to
-~ all our ers, the year 1936 will bring in its wake, plenty and prosperity.

—

Depend on_a Mothers Judgment

: ;Dr.‘"-j’Jammi Yenkataramanayya’s

The BEST Specific for LIVER & SPLEEN Complaints,
« You w1ll be very glad to know that your
- »medlcme has SAVED my BABY ‘Thank you
very. much - May God bless you with Iong ‘
o hfe to save many more chlldren from the

e clutches of the dlsease. Thank you agam
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Sub-Asszstant Inspectress
Of Gzrls Schools. ”

: .7512733i (SD ) MRS. P. Imm B,u BA., LT.. ~
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