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CHILDREN’S EVERYDAY SCIENCE SERIES IN TAMIL
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By
M. S. Subramanian,
Teacher, Hindu Secondary School,
VIRAVANALLUR; S. 1. RY,,

SIR C. V. RAMAN, Director, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, writes:—
. . I have been looking through your “Every Day Scicnce” for Form I and have been
very favourably impressed by the variety of the waterial and the freshness of the treat-
ment. I attach the greatest importance to our children getting a« wide outlook on

Science. Your efforts in that direction should certainly prove fruitful. .

Mr. S. K. Devasikamany, B.A., L.T., Headmaster, Bishop Heber High School, writes
in his foreword :— *. . . He has the happy knack of presenting scientific truths to young
pupils in an easy and attractive style. . . .” . .

Mr. V. Sivaramakrishnier, M.A., Professor of Physics, H. H. the Maharaja's College
of Science and Government Meteorologist, Trivandrum writes: — " . . . The author’s inbﬁ)rn
gift of lucid presentation of essentials is very much in evidence in this b00k.. The apt in-
terrogations and queries in the midst of each lesson will, I believc}, serve the.m?ended pur-
pose of stimulating the thoughts of the reader and creating in him the curiosity to 'know
more of it. The book is profusely and aptly illustrated and even the latest novelties of

i ace in it. . ..”
Sc‘enceTll:: inl(fl?:: dE:;upcl.a\tor:-— “. . . The contents are full' of life and. rev.eal the con-
fident and comprehensive touch of a teacher actually handling thfz sub]ecF in the .class-
room. A dispassionate reader will not fail to obs‘erve t}}e charmlng, flowing Tamil, the
author has been gifted with throughout. . . . It is provided with rare photographs and
pictures in profusion obtained evidently with much trouble and. expense. The devel(3p-
ment of each topic is simple and natural, and the matter reads like a novel of absorbing
”

interest. . . .

WHY YOU SHOULD PREFER :

THE NEW ERA ENGLISH READERS
FIRST AND SECOND PRIMERS AND BOOK I.

Annas §, 6 and 8 respectively.
Approved by the Madras Text-Book Committee for School use.

Eorrep By H. CHAMPION, M.A, 1ES.
By M. S. SUNDARESWARAN, M.A., LT, anp A. S. VENKATARAMAN, B.A, L.T.

The above series of English Readers are prepared according to the latest
theories of teaching English, \»hich is a foreign language to Indian children. The
lessons treat about purely Indian life unlike other readers which mainly contain
lessons on English life and scenery.

There is uniform treatment of Grammar throughout the Series and it may as
well replace the prescription of separate grammar book. There is besides a lot of
drilling and recapitulation of lessons under Exercises. The use of Vernacular in the
teaching of English is not prohibited and it may be done with advantage to suit the
needs of children.

The lessons are very well-graded and a trial will convince the teaching pub-
lic of the special merits the Readers possess.  We request all Heads of Institutions
to make an experiment on the Readers and we trust it will be to the best advantage.

WIDELY APPRECIATED AND LARGELY USED.

In many respects the New Era English Readers strike out a new path in the
principles of Foreign Language Teaching. They have many commendable features,
only a few of whick are mentioned here.

1. The latest principles accepted and advocated by authorities on Modern
Language Learning have been followed,

2. The problem of English Teaching in India being very largely the problem
of the beginner’s stage emphasis has been laid on the linguistics, the facts of
language and the language units which are not always the single words, but the
phrases and idioms which enrich the English language.

3. The aims of the series embrace, not only an ability to read, but also an
ability to speak and write English.

4. The subject-matter of the lessons is the outcome of a judicious combina-
tion of scenes of Indian life, and Western life and the approach to Western knowledge
and culture is made through familiar matter in a new garb, most of the English

‘Readers being rendered unsuitable to Indian Schools because of their treatment of

exclusively English Scenes.

5. Interest in the lessons i sought to be stimulated by adapting the subject-
matter to the ages, temperaments and taste. of Indian children.

6. The lessons are carcfully graded, from the point of view of a word and
phrase scheme, and a grammar scheme. The principle, “From the known to the
unknown” has been adopted.

7. Corresponding to a passive stage in the acquistion of a mother tongue by
a child, there must be a passive stage in a foreign language study and this has been
duly recognised in Primer I.

8. All modern methods of teaching are meant to exercise the self-activity of
children and the emphasis, therefore, has been shifted from teaching t
a foreign language. With this end in view exercises on the use of English
given to enable the pupils to master the

o learning

B. G. PAUL & Co., Educational Publishers,
12, Francis Joseph St., Madras.
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Approved by the Text Book Committee, Madras, for School use.
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MORAL AND RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS

BY

DR. G. S. ARUNDALE,
President, Theosophical Society, Adyar.

I am so very much out of sympathy with the aims and methods of
modern education that I find it hard to write on the subject of religious and
moral education. The very fact that I am asked to write about such educa-
tion as something distinct from the rest of education just shows at what level
we are in the educational field. All education is in fact religious and moral.
There is not a single subject of the curriculum which is not just as religious
and moral and what goes by the name; and a student’s religious and moral
status depends even more upon his “lay” education than upon the religious
t}elachirflg he receives or the ethical principles inculcated sometimes in lieu
thereof.

I make no more distinction between so-called religious and moral educa-
tion and the rest of education than I make as between organic and so-called
inorganic life. All life is alive, and all matter is life. All education must
necessarily deal with religion and morals, since education deals directly with
the various sciences of life; and religion is at least supposed to be the science

of life.

But we have perforce to take things as they are, and to submit to these
illogical and pernicious water-tight compartments in which various aspects
of the one life are separated one from another as if they had no relationship
whatever,

What then is this religious education? It is education in a body of
teaching, not infrequently distorted by man-induced ignorance into autocratic
.doctrines, which has come down to the present time from some illumined
Person who himself is but a Messenger of Light he himself has received. It
‘is education in a body of revelation unfolding to man truth he is probably for
the time being incapable of understanding, of knowing to be true through ex-
perience, yet which appeals to a faculty in him beyond mere reasoning. It is
education in a system of living towards which civilisation is slowly approxi-
mating, which the average individual realizes to be highly desirable, but
much of which must still remain a counsel of perfection.

- Lbalddbrhiwobudar dna'We ure concerned with students in secondary

hical system,
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not as unchallengeable truth, not as an orthodoxy any doubt as to the value ¢
which is blameworthy, but as embodying in part, possibly in greater part, cer
tain evolutionary principles which many of the most highly evolved person
recegnise as true, which have come down from the highest sources, and i
which there is widespread, though certainly not scientific, belief.

I hold that a student should be acquainted with his faith’s essentia
principles, in so far as these can be ascertained to have common acceptance a
such. I do not think it desirable that at school he should be taken furthe
into details regarding the innumerable complexities which so often hide thes:
essentials. I do not think it desirable that he should be initiated into the mor:
formal or ceremonial aspects of his faith. All this is for the home, as also any
special features of the particular form of faith to which he may belong b
reason of family, nation, or race connections.

But he must know the essentials, as for example these, in regard tc
Hinduism, are so finely set forth in the Sanatana Series of religious text-book:
published by the Hindu University at Benares. Not only should he know
these, however. He should also know the essentials of other faiths no less
0 be grounded in the essentials of the great faiths of the world is to bring the

sensibly nearer to Peace and Brotherhood. In the Universal Text Book
13Ngion and Morals, published by the T. P. H. at Adyar, some of the essen.
&hmon to all faiths are most usefully set forth.
\!

ve no patience with talk of neutrality. At this stage of the world’s
rowtA ¥b need universality. not neutrality. And the various governments in
3 <§°\..\k India shold have the wisdom to arrange for the establishment of a G.C.M. in
i\ \ religions dhd to acquaint Indian youth with it. It is this foolish neutrality

which 3 ds between India and that solidarity which she is designed to exem-
plify. * & is this neutrality which is a manifestation of fear of differences,
a5 differences a source of weakness when they might be a source of
r comradeship.

In secondary schools each student should learn of the great truths of all
religions, and also of the differences between one faith and another, not in a
spirit of pride in his own particular mode of difference labelled under
the name of his own particular faith, but in a spirit of interest and desire to
understand and appreciate how others live, what others believe, who with
him share the life of the nation to which they belong.

They should learn of the quarrels between faiths, of the wars which
faiths have caused on account of pride and bigotry. They should under-
stand how often a sense of superiority causes acute evil as between different
members of one great family, between the various children of one Father.

They should be inspired to desire fellowship among faiths instead of
discord. But only as they know, in some measure at least, the various faiths
of the world, will they be able to devise, when they reach maturity, ways and
means of replacing separate pride by sincere appreciation.

Similarly, each student should learn of the truths of the faith to which
he happens to belong. We must work for and achieve a Common Measure
among the various sects within an individual faith, however much we may
follow radical divergence in the application of such Common Measure. This
is a time for unity amidst diversity, not for the killing of diversity, but for
the enrichment of the unity through wise utilisation of diversity. I do not
ask that a student shall become a keener follower of his faith through reli-
gious education. And I cer.ta;\_}nly do not want him to become more orthodox,

1Y
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more narrow, more dogmatic. I believe that right religious education broad-
ens, does not narrow ; and I believe, too, that right religious education will
make each student enter more keenly into the purpose of his living, which
is far more important than belief in a set of teachings. In religion, as in
science, we have the only really valuable intimations of the larger life, of the
consciousness beyond that which at present we enjoy, of the life beyond our
normal existence. We cannot afford to ignore either religion or science, but
in the case of each we must preserve our independence, for there is no truth
which can ever be essentially true for us save as it becomes the subject of
personal experience.

As for moral education, what is this anyhow ? Is it our conventional
code of ethical behaviour ? Is it that which broadens out as evolution pro-
ceeds, and develops into an ever-expanding code of honourable behaviour ?
Is it the essence of man’s experience ? If so, it must certainly be the subject
of education in every school. Education must help us to live up to the
average level of ordinary civilisation. But I am rather inclined to think that
in the teachings of those who have given from time to time new light to
the world, light which later on is dubbed ‘religion’ but which, so far as they
were concerned was in the nature of a release from the prevailing darkness,
will be found the most splendid morality we could desire to follow. I there-
fore see no reason for talking about ‘religious and moral’ education. Reli-
gious education, if in the hands of the right type of teacher—I ought to have
referred to him before, will give the student all the morality he needs, as
well as the necessary intimations of life’s real meaning and purpose.

But I must come back to my original statement. While we may find
it convenient to characterise a certain type of revelation, of teaching by a
great Personage, as religion, there is nothing in truth more actually religious
than mathematics, than science, than geography, than history, than physical
exercise, than painting and drawing and musie, than no matter what subject
of the ordinary curriculum. But at present we do not know how to teach
them. We teach them as if they were the repository of facts and certainties,
as if they had nothing whatever to do with conduct or character as if they
had no connection whatever with life’s sterner problems. In fact, they are
by no means repositories of facts and certainties. They are but
the expression of present-day conventions and conveniences. They
represent a stage of advancement, will doubtless have, are no
.doubt having, their day, but must give way to growth so that
in due course the fact of to-day becomes the absurdity of to-morrow.
Tht?y are nothing more than gropings with which we should be familiar, but
which we should on no account take as gospel. But even as they are they
are. aids to the development of character. They are intended to help us to
understand more truly the nature of our souls. What other purpose could
how life grows, thus showing us

hovy we grow. They are part and parcel of religion and of morality and
ethics too.

v l:ll;ld wher}xl thedtim_e colllne}s1 for real education to be the order of our
'Ving, then each student will thrive in an atmosphere wholl ligi i
every detail of its construction. Life will ke : Jough nfinite.



MORAL AND RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

BY

REV. H. MACLEAN, D.D..
Conjeevaram.

Moral instruction is now a compulsory subject in sccondary schools.
Religious instruction is not. The result is that in th- great majority of schools
moral instruction has definite periods assigned to it in the time-table, and
religious instruction has none. In the schoo! with which I have for many
years bezn connected it is the other way about. Believing as we do that the
surest foundation for morality is a sound view of religion we make the teach-
ing of the Bible an essential element in our curriculum, and do not think it
necessary to have any periods assigned to moral instruction. With this view
our successive inspecting officers, whether Hindu or Christian, have con-
curred. I trust that my Hindu friends will not accuse me of boastfulness if
I say that I think we Christians have an advantage in this raspect. The Bible
is full of moral precepts. Early in the Old Testament we have the Ten Com-
mandments. Later we have the Book of Proverbs, with its priceless instruc-

tions and warnings. “ A wise son makes a glad father ; but a foolish son
is the heaviness of his mother.” A soft answer turns away wrath, but o
grievous word stirs up anger.” “ Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a

reproach to any people.” What better teaching could our pupils have than
that ? Then we have the prophets, with their powerful appeals for justice
and mercy. But all this is far surpassed by the teaching of Jesus Christ, with
its demand for purity of heart, love of enemies, and forgiveness of injuries.
Nor is it only by its moral precepts that the teaching of the Bible is invalu-
able as a means of moral instruction. Example is better than precept, and
the stories which the Bible contains encourage us by the noble example of
those who lived righteous lives, and warn us by showing the disastrous effects
of evil-doing. Above all we have the example of Jesus Christ.

Nor is even this all. Believing as we do that in Christ God has re-
vealed Himself in a unique way for the redemption of men from sin we are
able to set before our pupils His love, and to urge them to respond to it; and
to love their fellow-men, and act as this love dictates in all their relations
with them. This does not mean that there is no room for detailed moral
teaching. We try to give our pupils guidance as to the actual problems of
their lives. But in doing so we base our instruction on what we believe to be
God’s revelation of Himself.

[}

or teach another religion—is that moral instruction should not be confined
to the periods set apart for it. The entire discipline of the school should be
a means of illustrating and emphasising the lessons we teach, This means,
first, that the teacher must be careful to see that his conduct, both in the
school and in his private life, is in conformity with his teaching. Idleness,
slackness, insincerity, bad temper, lack of self-control—these and other moral
defects are fatal to the teacher’s influence for good.
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In the second place, the class-work must be conducted in such a way
as to show the supremacy of moral considerations. What do we rebukse or
punish pupils most seriously for—for intellectual deficiencics or for moral
faults ? Do we impress on them the strength of the moral imperative, the
urgency of duty ? Are pupils allowed to do what they like, or told that
they must do their duty, however difficult or distasteful it may be ? If we
find signs of dishonesty do we deal severely with the culprit, or do we wink
at them ? Do wz expect our pupils to be truthful, or do we assume that
they will tell lies? Do we aim at bringing our school up to the standurd of
Rugby in Arnold’s time, when boys came to say: “It's a shame to tell the
headmaster a lie ; he always believes your word ” ?

Thirdly, we must make the most of the athletic field. Why do games
take the place in school life which they do now ? Is it marely for the sake of
the health of the pupils, or is it because games rightly played are a great
means of moral disciplinz ? Surely the latter is the true answer. By means
of games we cultivate courage, endurance, fairness, chivalry. Let our pupils
learn that to lose is infinitely better than to win by foul play, and that to
play for the honour of the school is far better than to play for one’s own
honour. If pupils learn to ¢ play the game” while at school there is hope

that they will be careful to avoid anything dishonourable when they are
engaged in their life-work.

In still another way the school may convey moral instruction, and
that is by encouraging pupils to unite for the good of others, A school
brotherhood, or a similar organization with any other name, may lead them
to work for the benefit of those less highly privileged than themsalves. This
may be done by carrying on night schools, taking part in village uplift, or
In some other way rendering social service. /



COLOURING THE MIND WITH GOD

BY

REV. FR. T. GAVAN DUFFY, M.AP.
Secretary, Catholic Educational Council of the Madras Presidency.

It is a curious anomaly that the modern state does not szek to wrest
from the parent the privilege of feeding his children, nor unless exceptionally,
help him to fulfil this duty : whereas it does feel quite entitled, even bound,
to supplement the parent’s teaching of his children.

The two most obvious reasons for this attitude are that normally the
parent will feed his offspring, but will not instruct them; and that th» State
has nothing to gain by feeding bodies, but everything to gain by feeding
minads.

There might be much to be said for State education, if it rzally could
continue and complete the training started in the home. But this is an obvi-
ous impossibility. For the essence of home training is the (perhaps uncon-
scious) effort of the parents to reproduce in their children their own indi-
viduality ; whereas the essencz of State education is the ideal of standardisa-
tion and uniformity.

State education therefore simply omits those elements in a child’s for-
mation on which there is any large divergence of opinion among parents.
And thus achieves a superficial uniformity by leaving out of the children’s
training all the big issues on which men disagree. Such a proceeding does
not deserve the name of education. For, instead of passing on to the rising
generation those vital things for which its forebears stood (and that is surely
one of the essentials of true education) it is content with imparting a sterile

literacy and an accumulation of more or less accurate information about this
world’s phenomena.

This type of education is everywhere unsuitable, because so incom-
plete. In India it is an outrage, because India believes in God, and no sec-
tion of it wishes its children to grow up materialists. But, faced with a mul-
tiplicity of beliefs, the State, even if it were not itself agnostic, would find
it hard to solve the problem of religion in education otherwise than by

simply turning God out of the schools. Hence the obvious unfitness of the
State to be an educational agent in this country.

We, Catholics take a firm attitude in this matter, and it may be useful
to others to understand it. We have schools of our own (of every degree):
and we claim it as a right that our contribution to the educational taxes should
return to us in grants for the upkeep of these schools; the same right belongs
to any other body that feels as we do about the necessary content of educa-
tion, and no convincing argument has ever been advanced against it, except
that of the big stick. When the latter is brought to bear, we protest most

strongly, we agitate politically for our rights, and, meanwhile, we carry on our
schools unaided, to the limit of our possibilities. '

It is simply that for us life is wasted if it is not, at every moment. from
infancy to death, coloured by the thought of God and transformed b,y His
presence in our souls. This is the doctrine of “ grace "—which I here submit
to the scrutiny of the intelligent reader, so that once for all he may at least
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understand our position in matters educational, whether he agrees with us
or not.

We are impressed, first, with the shortness of life and we regafrq it as a
test by which God chooses those to whom He will grant the privilege of
knowing Him, in Heaven, as He is.

Tha test is negative, in so far as it consists in keeping out of sin; al?d
it is positive in demanding that we be united with God-'made.-man (in certain
definite ways that He has laid down) so that our actions link up with His
infinite merits and become transformed into such value as can actually pur-
chase the privilege of seeing God, which would be impossible to our unaided
human nature.

There is no need for us to live any other than the humdrum daily ‘life
of home and business and decent enjoyment. And that is the whole point.
We aim at sharing all the ordinary occupations of humanity, but we try (some
succeeding not at all, some fully) to be continually conscious of doing all \our
actions, even tha smallest and most indifferent of them, according to ‘.\e\
rules laid down to make them * supernatural” and therefore such as to be ™.
capable of an eternal reward.

Now all this is not, with us, mere spzculation for professional theolo-
gians. It is, in some degree, the practical outlook of every Catholic mind ;
and every well-instructed child is not only quite familiar with these ideas
but really tries to live his daily life in accordance with them. To be unaware
of the “supernatural life” is considered, among Catholics, a sign of deplo-
rable ignorance and neglect. So that, quite definitely, in any Catholic com-
munity, if the people as a whol2 cannot give at least some account of the
workings of “the grace of God,” we say that their education has been fun-
damentally neglected and we begin to ask who is to blam= and what can he
done about it.

It is thus clear thal the schools of the State are worse than useless to
us, since they are godless and our whole effort is to train our children to colour
their minds with God at all times and whatever they are doing.

To leave our children for half the day in the hands of teachers who
know nothing of the fundamental mysterizs of life and who have no solution
of its problems appears to us the height of folly. To put them through the
long series of school duties without their being constantly reminded to “ offer
up ” their efforts and their obedience and their joys and sorrows to God in
their hearts seems to us an utter waste of time.

And time is our only real possession here below; it is a marvellous
arrangement by which our duties come to us, as it were, in single file and we
can exercise our will on each in turn, thus testing our conformity with the
will of God and “laying up” eternal reward or punishment,

If education is a training for life, and if one’s whole life is to be colour-
ed by God, obviously the process must begin in the mother’s arms and prac-
tice in it must he continued every moment of childhood and youth, till it
becomes a habit. Any school that interrupts this practice is of no use to us.

Thus Catholics will always be found on the side of Religion in the
school. For us Literacy, Progress, Civilization, which are the fetishes of the
State, are not contemptible : they have a definite value and are humanly
worth striving for ; but—God’s claim comes first.



ENLIGHTENED RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION — THE SUPREME
NEED OF THE DAY

BY

MR. K. BALASUBRAMANIA AIYAR, B.A.. B.L.,
Advocate, Mylapore.

For the past 25 years and more, the question of religious instruction in
out schools, especially in Hindu schools has been engaging the attention of the
oducationists of our country. But, as yet we have not reached a practical
solution of the problem. The European nations have solved it for themselves,
and' the Mohammadan countries have long ago made religious instruction a
vurt and parcel of education. Th2 Christian schools in India have made it
compulsory and the Muhammadan community here have demanded it for their
schools from the Government. It is only the Hindus that have been approa-
ching the problem with their usual timidity and vacillation. The best thinkers
in the West have pronounced in favour of it, still we waver. It is the right
and privilege of every boy to be instructed in the religion of his birth. But
in our country, the Hindu youth passes through the entire cducational course,
absolutely ignorant of the fundamental truths of his religion. It is only to be
expected that the desire tor Swaraj should be preceded by the irresistible
yearning for national education which, without religious instruction, will be a
misnomer. Strangely =nough, politicians are indifferent to it and sometimes
are even antagonistic to it. Instruction in the religion in which a boy is born
cannot mean or involve the inculcation of any militant or narrow spirit or
intolerance of other religions or breeding the canker of disunion. Just as
patriotism is consistent with international peace and good-will so love of
one’s own religion is consistent with religious concord and tolerance. In fact.
real culture in one's own religion is the surest basis for the appreciation of
the essentials of all religions.

Let us not run away with the idea, however, that the problem is not
beset with difficulties. They exist only to be surmounted and the
clear duty lies in overcoming them, if the Hindus must continue
to live as a Hindu nation. What with the apathy of Hindu
parents in respect of the right education of their boys, the vast-
ness and variety of Hindu Religious literature, the apparent conflict of
views and ideals among the sects and cults into which the Hindus are divided,
and the disturbing forces of communalism, one often despairs of ever arriving
at an uniform curriculum of religious instruction in all schools. The dearth of
proper text-books of Hindu religion and the paucity of right-minded religious
teachers contribute not a little to the difficulty of the problem. Above all,
there is the absence of a persistent and vociferous demand from the Hindu
community itself for religious instruction for their boys.

Still, all these difficulties will vanish if there is the firm resolve among
the thinking section of the Hindu population to introduce efficient religious
instruction in Hindu schools. It is not impossible to arrive at the funda-
mentals of Hindu religion which will form the basis for a uniform curriculum
of religious instruction. It is not beyond the range of practical politics to
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improvise proper text-books which will give to the Hindu students an outline
of their religion.

) From my experience, I can also say, it is not difficult to make religious
instruction interesting to students. It is also quite possible to give religious
instruction without ever in the least, wounding the religious susceptibilities of
even a bigoted sectarian. Fortunately for us, there is quite a mass of religi-
ous li?erature which forms the golden treasury of unified Hindu thought which
can give room to no acrimonious controversy either among the various Hindu
sects. and cults themselves or with our brothers belonging to the other great
religions of the world. But it is necessary to train a goodly fellowship of
teache?s of religion who can handle religious instruction with circumspection
and with a sound and enlightened outlook. Their treatment of the subject
must be on modern lines, suited to the changing environments of the present
day. For the Hindu religion admits of calm, scientific presentation. Neither

~Superstition, nor dogma nor sectarian prejudice need mar the beauty and
harmony of the class lectures.

The students’ mind in schools need not also be agitated by the dust and
storm of the controversies that are raging around social problems. It is’
enough for us to instruct them in the ideals of the Hindu religion and leave
the students to think about these problems intelligently when they are in a
position to f9rp1 their own judgment in after-life. Sometimes people have an
}dea tha.t religious instruction in schools need be only in the major part moral
fnstruct}on.. Bl“t mere moral instruction can never be a substitute for
instruction in Hindu religion. Unless and until the student is acquainted with
the distinctive tenets of the religion, lectures on ethical ideals accepted by all

mankind cannot, in the very nature o in v v i i
¢ things, wha
: A i,‘ f things, give any idea to him of what

. The only thing that is needed is the determinati :
introduce religio.us.instruction in our schools and to set tagguto ?t i(r)xu: pgit:tl'*:;
manner. We will indeed cover ourselves with glory, if we in our generati;n
‘it least, will solve the problem and bring within easy reach of our Hindu

;)ys, the treasures 'of thought which are imbedded in the literature of one
0 the. greatest religions of the world which has established beyond doubt the
pra.c’ucabxhty'o.f man attaining the Divinity that is his birth-right—the goal
whlch. all religions have preached to their followers. It is only then, that
we will have attained one of the essentials of a living Hindu nation ,



THE INFLUENCE OF SCIENTIFIC METHODS ON EDUCATIONAL
THEQRY AND PRACTICE

BY

PROF. N. KUPPUSWAMI 1YENGAR.
Training College. Trivandrum,

(Continved from page 263, Voi. VII. No. 3.)
I1I. LECTURE

It has been already pointed out that for an individual any kind of
ability, reasoning ability as well as mechanical ability, is made up of two fac-
tors, G and S. The score (or marks) in any ability is partly due to the indi-
vidual’s amount of ‘G’ and partly due to the individual's ‘'S’ for the parti-
cular ability.

Next, when we tried to find out what the abilities are in which the influ-
ence of ‘G's is not lelt, i.c.. in other words, what are the abilitios in which one
can acquire cfficicney irrevpective of ‘G’ ie., in ordinary language, with-
out much use of intelligence it was found that all those abilities that depend
on the anatomical make uv of the man i.e., on the soundness and the power of
the sensory organs, such as the eyes and the ears and those that depend upon
muscular strength, such as hammering or cooly-porter work, do not depend
upon ‘G’ to a very great extent.  But there was one apparent exception. And
it was bare ‘retentivity "—what may be called * brute memory’. 1 say, the
exception is apparent, because, there is evidence to show fhai memory may
be attributed to some nerve cells in the brain. Theve are pathological cases
in which, after some accidental injury to the brain. people lose their memory.
may not even remember their own names,

Now we come to the question of diverting pupils from the University to
the vocational courses which is the primary object of the Government of India
Circular. From the point of view of ability, we found that the influence of
‘G’ is more or less the same both in literary and vocational pursuits. The
difference lies in the ‘S’s for hoth. Denoting the ‘S’ required for University
‘work by ‘U', ‘ar.ld the ‘S’ required for what are callod Mechanical pursuits by
M. all individuals thai have the same ‘G’ may be classified under
four heads: (1) G4-U+M (2) G4U+0 (3) G+O+M (4) G+0+40.
Here zero does not mean absclute cipher. It merely means, sav in (2), M is
small compared with U. So long as rewards either in the form of honours or
gmoluments go with the University degree it would be unfair to divert the
first class of pupils from the University, though it would be advantageous to
do‘so from the voint of view of society. Simply because one has an additional
ability, he should not be penalised to pursue a less remunerative course. Let
us reserve the present inequity of less pay and more work for the adults and
not contaminate the young mind with that idea, The second class must be
prgvented from taking up practical pursuits. I assure you it is necessary and
it is not l?einq done now in India. Witness our sclection to the professional
colleges like Engineering, Medicine and Teaching. Thirdly, all would agree
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that it is right to deny any kind of higher education to the fourth class and to
divert the third class to the vocational schools. The question is “Do these
classes exist ?” Among those who have the same ‘G’, are there people whose
‘M’s are larger than their ‘U’s ? That is the main question to be considered.

But the assumption usually made by laymen is, much of ‘G’ is not re-
quired for the practical pursuits and a large amount of ‘G’ is necessary for the
University courses. I am afraid this is the assumption underlying the Gov-
ernment of India Circular.

The assumption is not unnatural. It is a case of wish fulfilment. We
arc so long accustomed to consider anything useful beneath the notice Qf
‘gentlemen’—For a long time the Public Schools of England refused to teach
Science hecause Scicnce was vulgar, useful in the voeations and therefore fit
only for the working classes. Latin verses and Greck Drama served no other
purpose than amusing the pcssesser and impressing the non-possessor with
awe. These are what a ‘gentleman’ was expected to learn. We have been ac-
customed for a long time to justify the existence of the upper classes on the
assumption that they possess the brains and that vocational pursuits do not
require any, at any rate, to the same extent. Therefore the most sympathe-
tic among the upper classes do not think of anything else except to make
the worker have more physical comforts.

“ Their hours of work will be much shorter than they are at present; they
will have no fear of destitution or of misfortunc to their children. As soon as
working hours are over, amusements will be provided of a sort, calculated to cause
wholesome mirth and to prevent any thoughts of discontent which otherwise
might cloud their happiness.”

But the question before the educationist is ‘Is this assumption true ?
What has Scientific Method to say on this matter?

As a matter of fact all these questions are being considered and all the
three numbers of the Britich Journal of Educational Psychology 1934, have
something to say upon them. We seem to get contradictory results. It is
clear that investigators have not taken into consideration all the factors
involved in it.

It is difficult for many of them to get rid of this superiority complex
altogether. The argument of Cox— (he has written a book on Mechanical
aptitude and claims that he has found an ‘S’ for Mechanical aptitudes) —is
typical of that class. He took the results of school examinations and two
Mechanical aptitude tests and used the correlation coefficient method. 1 need
not go into the mathematics of it but shall give his arguments in his own
words.

He found that the inter-correlations amoeng school examinations on the
one hand and the several ‘M’ tests were such that there should be a common
factor among the various M tests denoting what may be called Mechanical
ability or a common factor other than ‘G’ among the school examinations or
in both. He argued from this that “we should expect the position at the
school examinations to depend very largely on ‘G’;—It is therefore extremely
unlikely that the school examinations involve a group factor large enough to
account for the super-correlation——Unless we accept this view we
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must suppose that the correlation of the ‘M’ 'Tests with one
another and with the various criteria of ‘ingenuity’ which we have col-
lected are due to ‘G’, while the correlation of the school examinations with
one another depends largely upon some group factor—i.e., that the M tests
Drawing and Handwork, are better tests of general intelligence than the
school examinations.” If this is the only alternative, i.e., there is something
else except ‘G’ that is common among all the school examinations, I {or one,
have no objection to accept it. Faor, our school examinalions as at present
conducted, load the scale heavily in favour of those who possess the ‘S’ for
retentivity and ‘G’ does not seem to have any more to do with them than it
has to do with Drawing and Handwork. That the school examinations have
a common factor—the ‘S’ for memory—apart from ‘G’ is really true. There-
fore there is no need to assume that there is any such thing as a mechanical
aptitude. There is also another reason for this view. It is often found that
the correlations between school examination results and ‘G’ are more or less
the same hetween the correlations of the results of the M tests and ‘g’
(British Journal of Psychology, June 1934 and Nov. 1934.)

But it was reported that in some investigations there secmed to exist a
special aptitude which may be called constructive mechanical ability. On
enquiry it was found that the M tests were applied only to boys. But when
these tests were applied to girls, no such thing was found. When the matter
does not involve physical strength, there is no reason why there should be any
sex difference in mechanical ability. If, as the Biologists say, heredity is due
to the chance distribution of the ‘genes’ of the parents among their children
there is no reason why the genes of aptitude M should go only to boys and
not to girls. On the other hand, if there is to be any difference at all it must
be in favour of girls. They say girls on the whole make better typists than
boys. “This striking sexual difference raises the query as to whether such a
group factor in the case of the boys may not derive from acquired rather than
innate ability. Daily observation shows that many boys, unlike almost all
girls, tend already in their second year of life to play with mechanical instru-
ments in a very thorough way, which can scarcely fail to help them subse-
quently in all performances of a kindred nature.” Spearman. Thus so {ar

there is no evidence to show that there is any such thing as a general mechani-
cal aptitude apart from ‘G’

Now we can answer our questions and by doing so we shall be in

. a posi-
tion to say how far we cun accept the position taken up by the

circular.

1. There does not seem to be any kind of inn
called mechanical aptitude which will work in all k
carpentry, electric wiring and weaving. When you
bably acquired informally in early li‘e.
M tests than a professor’s son it is not b
from his father but his early associations
things better.

ate aptitude that may be
inds of vocations such as
find any, it is most pro-
If a carpenter’s son does better in
ecause the one inherited his ability
are such that he understands these

2. I use the word ‘understand’ advisedly. For my answer to the next

question is that, if you do not mean by mechanical aptitude cooly-porter-worlk,
the amount of ‘G’ required for any kind of vocation is the same as that re-
quired for the corresponding standard in general education. The ‘G’ of an
uneducated good carpenter is not less than that of an ordinary graduate clerk.
Indeed it is often greater. The ‘G’ of a good Engineer is very often greater
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than the ‘G’ of a Collector or a Professor. For very often our university a‘nc%
competitive examination honours go not to the man who has the greater ‘G
but to the man who has a large amount of the ‘S’ for memory. Therefox"ez the
real problem is how to divert the person that has a small amount of ‘G’ {rom
both the University and the vocations that require a large amount
of G. What we now do is to shove him into the University for
the sake of his memory. It is not difficult to do so because
there seems to be some evidence contrary to Herbartian psychology that one
can improve one’s memory by practice. (Psychologies of 1930 P. 354). And
memory in the words of the French Psychologist, Binet, is a great simulator of
intelligence. Therefore, the real problem now is not how to divert p_eople to
vocational pursuits, but how to select only the best sort of people, in other
words those that have a large amount of ‘G’, both for the University and the
higher vocational pursuits and bring down the undeserved prestige, ease and
honour enjoyed by the possessors of a smaller amount of ‘G’, and a larger
amount of the ‘S’ for memory.

But the zeal for anything new very often outruns discretion. The
business of vocational guidance and a number of other guidanzes
has become such a great nuisance in America that Prof. Kitson of the Columbia
University has to write in the last October No. of the Teachers’ College Re-
cord under the caption “Getting rid of a piece of Educational Rubbish.” Dr.

Lorge of the same college writing in Feb. 1934 under the heading “The
Chimera of vocational Guidance.” says:

* Vocational guidance is in danger of making a virtue of charlatanism. If,
inspite of proof of the impossibility of vocational guidance, counsellors eon-
tinue to concoct undemonstrable predictions, and continue to claim an impossi-
ble panacea for youth’s maladjustments, and continue to pretend to wonderful
knowledge, they will be charlatans—charlatans no less than the phrenologists who
claim to read character ; charlatans no less than the physiognomists who claim to
discover potential criminals. A vocational counsellor would be sceptical of guid-
ance given upon the phases of phrenological examination, or upon the basis of
physiognomy. Vocational guidance based upon whatever analysis, tests, hunches,

and records that are part of current stock in trade of the vocational counsellor
is no bhetter.”

Professor Kitson practically admits the position but claims some consi-
deration for vocational guidance and denounces every other kind of guidances
such as civic guidance, leisure guidance, leadership guidance and what not.
He claims for vocational guidance the same certainty as for the prediction of
the life of an individual by the Insurance Companies. He says,

“To predict would be to imply that the counsellor had clairvoyant vision which
would enable him to foretell what the occupations would be like twenty years
hence; that he could foresee the new inventions that will revolutionize certain
occupations; the strikes that will disrupt others; wars, tariffs, and other “acts of

God.” Surely the vast changes that have swept over the occupations during
the past few years show the futility of such a hope.

“Nor can the counsellor be much more certain with respect to the distant future
of the individual. Factors affecting vocational adjustments are so numerous
that they cannot be comprehended in a single formula. In the report under dis-
cussion certain variables are cited, but no one would assert that these are all or
even the most important. Even if these variables were multiplied by one hun-
dred, specific prediction would be impossible, for no one could foresee what addi-
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tional factors might enter into the life of an individual and motivate him one way
or the other. Tt was this fact thal led Willium James to assert in 1890: It is
safe to say that individual historics and biographics will never be writien in
advance, ne matter how ‘evolved' psychology may become.™

" While we are on this point, we should call atiention 1w the fact that from
massed statistics, however perfect, one cannol make prediction coneerning any
given individual.  The jusurance companics have developed statistical computa-
tions to a high degree of refinement ; they know that of one-thousand d0-ycar-
old men wiith a blocd prossure of 150, a certain numbor let us suy, (38) will die
berore the age of 69, but they do not make so bold as to say which 38 of the
1,000 will die belore reaching that ace. No more would a vocational counsellor.
with the bost obtaingbie statistios, =y il o vacticular ndividual in a group of
1,000 would aitain @ certoin vocational woal.”

But this kind of guidince mayv be good {or sociely but most unfair
to the individunl. In the motier of Life Insurance, if the individuat lives long
he merely loses & certain cmount of money which he can very well afford 1o,
Bu! in the matier of misguidance in voentional madicor, the whote life carcer
of the individual is ruined. Ihat is why the principles officialty adopted
by the National Vocational Guidimee Association. Amerien, are particularls
emphatic: * Care should be talen that the choice is mnde by the individual
himself . . . . . absolute {recdom ol choice is his inherent risht.”

The best educational guidance, thercfore that we now have is as Kil-
patrick says “ T have no riehi to lix myv ehild’s charaeter irrevocably
I'must do what T can to get him ultimately to the plice where he can and will
intelligently decide what ought to be done.”  Therofore in every system of
Modern Education they are careful to se¢ that at no stage is any pupil irre-
vocably committed to either literary or practical pursuits, But there is some
truth in the statement of the circvlar on Educitional Reconstruciion that our
pupils arc too long wedded to purely literary pursuits to think of anything
else. In this matter, no doubt. we are not doing what we can to get the
pupils to the place where they can and will intellivently decide for them-
selves. Taking also into consideration the fact that there is a great probabi-
lity of the Mechanical Aptitudes being acquired aptitudes, a part of the edu-
cation of every pupil must be along the line of some form of manual work.
And on the principle that when you are at i, you should hi! two birds with
one stone if you can, the manual work as far as possible should not he of
the formal variety like stick laying and clay modelling which serve no other
purpose than that of mere exercise for exorcise sake, but, like gardening and
woodwork, it must intrinsically be useful in and of itsell. In Soviet Russia,
we are told, every pupil is made to work with his hands cvervday for some
time in a farm or workshop. Secondly, we should rot denv univ.orsity edu-
cation simply because one is not able to mug up in a {oreign language a lot
of practically isolated facts in history, geography. scicnee or even mathema-
tics, i.e., to say the ‘S’ for memory should not be the controlling factor, as it
is now, in university education. In many of the American Universi-
ties, the entrance examination consists mainly of an intelligence {est occupy-
i.ng an hour or so. In some, even if the candidate fails, admission is not re-
fused. His school records are examined and the candidate is advised on the
strength of his school records and the results of the intelligence tests what
he should do. If he still wants admission, admission is granted. Some may
say that Americans are too eager to try newer and newer methods. 1 think
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there is less harm in it than in our usual attitude of indifference.
When 1 proposed to replace the present Matriculation Examinatiqn
by the New Type Examinations. an experienced Headmaster said
that I should wait and see the vresult of the ftrials made
in all other parts of the world. This is the principle of stagna-
tion. If a thing does not work well we do not want to change until the
chunee is proved to be better. This is like saying “don’t swim until you have
learnt to swim safely”. Perhaps there may be something plausible to be said
in favour of this conservative principle. But what we do in India is some-
thing worse, When anything is found to be not working satisfactorily we
do not try other methods but resign ourselves to our fates. Even when any
new idea is svggested, we do not try it out and verify. We leave it to other
people to do these thines and then when they are modifying this and forging
other and botter methods we try to introduce the old ‘new’ methods that have
alreadv become obsolete elsewheve. Our teachers who have received a for-
eign education instead of being a source of help in this matter, are very often
the reverse. Most of them know only what was going on in their school or
college days. And it takes some time for them to come to a position from
which thev can speak with autherity. The result is we are always one gene-
ration behindhand in matters educational.

Real progress is imnescible until we provide for higher education and
research in India iteelf. In the first flush of victory over intelligence tests,
various kinds of tects were invented and tried out. As the question of ‘utility
versus culture’ was a perennial souree of disnute, mechanical tests were al-
most the first kind invented after the intelligence tests. Traditionally the
schoolmen along with the cconomically higher classes stood for culture. And
they are the peonle who invented and apslied these tests.  As I have already
stated. the wish is very often the father 1o the thousht, At first very many
investivators claimed they had found out the evistence of a mechanical apti-
tude which would justify them in keeping the lower classes in their proper
place. The quotations from the most recent numbers of the Teachers’ College
Record that T have referred to. show, they are backing out of the position.
What thev are giving u in ofher countries, we, in India are trying to take
up. The kind of Educational Reconstruction that we should work for should
be such that no injustice is done in the name of scientific psychology to those
who have the brains but not the tin.

We must outgrow the traditional opposition between vocational and
liberal education just as the Public Schools of England outgrew the opposi-
tion between classical and scientific education in the last century. People
having the same amount of ‘G’ (general intellivence) should not be treated
differently on account of economic or other disadvantages. It is towards this
kind of Educational Reconstruction, that even England, the most conserva-
tive of Euronean countries. is working., Lord Eustace Percy’s book “Educa-
tion at the Cross Roads” pleads for such a kind of reconstruction. So, far
from saying that the university should not control the education in the

schools. Lord Percy wants the universities to take up full control over all
kinds of education. He says.

" Every school is to regard itself as preparing its pupils for a higher stage of
education; every institution of higher education is to regard itsell as setting a
standard for the schools below it; every pupil is to regard himself as pursuing
a connected course of study which will, if he so desires, carry him from éhildhooci
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to manhood. It is clear that such a reform throws an overwhelming responsibility
on the institutions at the upper end of this connected course; that is to say, on
the universities and the technical colleges. It is they who are to set the standards
for the schools, and everything will depend upon the manner in which they
discharge this duty.”

He goes on to say that the technical colleges should form part of the
university and not separate institutions that are supposed to cater to the needs
of those who cannot enter universities. The idea is that that there should not

be the feeling that vocational schools and technological colleges are intended

for some kind of inferior beings. The kind of organisation desired is better
understood if we take into consideration the relative place of the sciences
and the humanities in our educational system. From the primary school,
through the secondary school to the university, these two run on parallel
lines. It is demanded that all the three, Humanities, Sciences and the Prac-
tical pursuits run on the same parallel lines. Every pupil should learn some-
thing in each of the three divisions of work. The time of every school should
be divided equally among the humanities, the sciences and practical work.
Entrance to the university should be decided by the amount of ‘G’ (general
intelligence) one possesses and the success one has achieved in one of these
three branchés of knowledge in which one wants to specialise in the univer-
sities. Practical pursuits should form part of every university course just
as much as the humanities and the sciences. I will go one step further and
say skill and intelligence in practical pursuits should find an equal place
wherever humanities and the sciences take their place. I do not see any
reason why, if one who can learn a good deal of old English and Ancient
History can become a Collector or an Executive Council Member, another who
can scheme and build a bridge should not. The answer that the Engineer
as a Collector would be wasting his talents is justifiable only when the re-
ward in the form of honours and money are equal in both cases. Otherwise
you should allow each individual to choose for himself. In any scheme of
education, the old dualism of culture versus utility, vocational versus liberal
education must be given up.

Literary and scientific studies and the practical pursuits should occupy
parallel positions in the whole scheme of education from the elementary
school to the end of the university course. A Collector or a Clerk will be a
better Collector or a better Clerk if he has been made to do a bit of garden-
ing or woodwork when he was at school. Our ‘educated’ people may not
approve of this scheme now. But then, time was when educated people in
England thought it beneath their dignity to study the sciences, and then
later on, to pursue commerce or trade. All these have been changed. And
I have no doubt that this variety of the ‘superiority complex’ of our educated
classes will follow suit.

.  EXAMINATION

Another question raised by the Circular is about Examinations. It says,
‘hat the examinations, in future, “will test whether the pupils have obtained
‘he object of that stage. For this reason, examinations would have a more
slearly defined purpose than they now do.” What other purpose the present
»xaminations serve, I am at a loss to understand. I must say scientific me-
hods have absolutely no objection to examinations as such. The task of
ducation is to make changes in human beings—in their skill, power, attitude
nd ideals. The teacher is there to do it. No teacher worth his salt should
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OUR LATEST PUBLICATIONS. objecf to‘seeing. whether the required changes have been made. Nay every

teacher who knows his business must be constantly doing it himself. It is
only the idle and the dishonest teacher that wants to get rid of examinations

NEW SYSTEMATIC READER, BOOK II. Edited by Ethel altogether. But what is objected to is the present system of examinations.
. Experiments after experiments have shown that the examination marks are
Thompson, suitable for I Form. very unreliable. They are mere opinions. They do not indicate the real

merit of the pupil. We do not even know what the marks really indicate.
In the words of Thorndike, ‘‘ Marks in Freshman Algebra, for example, might

The other parts are in the Press. : be measures of inborn talent for mathematies, or of acquired power at mathe-
matics, or of mathematical erudition, or of temporary memory or of docility
ENGLISH GRAMMAR (FOR BEGINNERS). Edited by and fidelity in doing what the instructor ordered, or of sagacious divination

of what the instructor desired!”

Mrs. H. E. Douglas Pulleyne, Lecturer in English,
“It is demoralising to students to find that their official ratings (on

Usmania University, Hyderabad, and with a Foreword which degrees, honours, and financial rewards are given) depend so little on

by C. E. W. Jones, C.LE., M. A.(Oxon), D. P. L, Central real achievement, so much on irrelevant matters and mere chance.”
. . . ‘It is often said that even though a particular mark does not indicate
Provinces. Suitable for Middle School classes. anything definite, examinations on the whole do really test merit in general.

Such a lesson on the theory of probability gives little comfort to the candidate
who has failed in the subject for want of a mark or two. I do not know which

is worse, the conceit of our examination boards that seriously discuss and
E. 8. RADHAKRISHNAN & SONS make rules as to how a deficiency of one mark in one subject can be com-
MADURA. MADRAS pensated for by 2, 5 or etc., marks obtained in another subject or the sardo-

nic indifference with which we prepare pupils for examinations whose find-
ings we do not trust. I have dealt with this question more than once in vari-
ous places. I do not think it is necessary for me to dilate upon it here except
to say that there is really no need for the present type of public examina-
tions at any stage. In the system of school organisation which I am going to
recommend presently, every pupil will be examined by teachers by means of
objective tests at every stage i.e., as soon as any unit of study is over before
he is allowed to go to the next unit. There is no need for any other exami-
nation. Even now in Madras we have only one public examination during
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AND is diminished. School marks can very well be trusted. Secondly I have al-

ready stated that the university should have its own entrance examination
in the form of standardized intelligence tests and tests on the achievement of
the candidate not on all the available pieces of knowledge on earth but on
the particular topic in which the candidate wants to specialise. The object
of the university should only be to find whether the candidate will be pro-
fited by the courses of study he proposes to take. All investigations made on
the subject agree that the intelligence tests have on the whole a greater cor-
relation with college success than entrance examinatiens.

INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES

Now I come to an important and vital outcome of the testing move-
ment. It is specially important at present not only because we are now
trying to reconstruct our educational system but recently there was an at-
tempt made in the Academic Council to raise the minimum age for Matricula-
tion. Stilzl,’ more recently, one of the Principals of our colleges wrote two
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long articles in the “Hindu” advocating the raising of the minimum age. There
is a widespread belief that intellectual ‘precocity’ is something pathological
usually got at the expense of health and growth. Intellectually bright childrer
are generally considered to be puny, undersized, unhealthy and short-
lived. It is often thought that by checking their intellectual growth, their
physical growth could be ensured. It was this superstition that was responsi-
ble for our preventing the bright boys to progress according to their abilities
by forcing every pupil to spend a fixed number of years in schools, by fixing
a minimum age for matriculation and so on. What has scientific method to
say on it ?

I told you that a pupil’s score in any test is a function of two factors, G
and S and that G or general intelligence was constant for the same individual
and varied with different individuals. This, of course, agrees with common
sense. Everybody was aware of bright and dull pupils. But few people
realised the enormous amount of difference that might exist between one
pupi! and another of the same age. So it was not considered a great draw-
back if the teaching was adapted to the non-existent average pupil. But
these investigations brought out the fact that

“The range of ability in school children of the same age is such that in
a majority of capacities the most gifted child will, in comparison with the least
gifted child of the same age, do over six times as much in the same time or do
the same amount with less than a sixth as many errors.”

What is more important is, that thesc differences do not vary in jumps
so that you may classi{y the boys in 3 or 4 groups. Intellectual capacities vary
in individuals just as any other biological trait like, say, height. The distri-
bution closely follows the Probability curve. That is to say there are pupils
on both sides of the average at every stage leading to the extreme ends. In
the language of Modern Psychology, mental age is different from chronologi-
cal age. A boy whose chronological age is ten may have a mental age of 13
or 14 on the one side or 6 or 7 on the other. Though one may develop
faster than another and thus take less time to reach a given level, every boy
develops according to his inborn capacity and therefore there is and there can
ordinarily be no intellectual ‘precocity’ in the sense that a boy can develop

before his time. The time depends more upon the boy’s inborn capacity than
upon his age.

INTELLECT AND PHYSIQUE.

1t is equally untrue to say that intellect is developed at the expense of the
physique. In this connection it is no argument to point out here and there some
bright boys who are physizally weak. One can give any number of examples
for the other three possible cases also. Statistical investigations into a large
number of cases have to be made to find out whether any real relation exists
between the two. Such studies among adults begun by Galton and others
continued among school boys by Baldwin, Terman, Hollingworth and a host
of other educationists give the lie direct to this idea. They found that not
only the intellect is not developed at the expense of the physique but the two
very often go together. Hollingworth says, “We may summarise the present
data by saying that the intellectually gifted tend to be tall and heavy and they
are usualy superior in health and motor ability as well.”
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The explanation for this finding may very well be that though the deve-
lopment of the intellect is quite independent of that of the physique, health
makes the path of intellectual development smoother and ili-health rougher.
Biologically speaking, the chemicals of the genes that give intellect to an in-
dividual are different from those that give height, weight or health. An in-
dividual may possess both, neither or any one of them.

AN EXPLANATION FOR THE ERRONEOUS BELIEF.

But there is a very simple explanation for the belief that the intellectu-
ally bright are puny, ungersized etc. The fact is that the bright boy is usually
small for his class but may be big for his age. The teacher usually finds the
smaller boys brighter than their bigger class mates. He jumps to the conclu-
sion that intellect is developed at the expense of the physique. He forgets
that though the boys of the same class under ideal conditions may be of the
same mental age, they are of different chronological age. He iorgets that
bigness and smallness depend more upon chronological age than upon mental
age. He forgets that the bright young boy has very often been found to attain
an equal if not a superior physique to that of his bigger class mate when the
former attains the same age as that of the latter. Thus it will be seen that we
can neither help nor hinder physical growth by retarding or accelerating in-
tellectual growth. It may be true that some ambitious parents may try to
push up their children with a small amount of ‘G’ and a larger amount of the
‘S’ for memory at the expense of their health. The remedy is not to push
back the healthy individual with superior intelligence to keep time with the
dull, but to devise a method of examination which will keep out the dull.

GIFTED CHILDREN SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED

All educationists agree that bright boys should b# allowed to develop
their capacities to the fullest extent according to their own rates. The Dalton
Plan is one of the means advocated for the purpose. Some advocate that we
should have special schools for gifted children just as we have special schools
for the defectives. Anyway it is an advantage both to the individual and to

They are both the capital and the directing hands of a nation, National well-
being requires that we should make the most of them. Secondly, one feature
of modern life is the progressive lengthening of the period of preparation for
all the learned professions. The sum total of knowledge has enormously
increased. It would be folly not to shorten the period of preparation by means

those things which do the most good for the most people,” requires greater
attention to the more talented. For it is these that help to build up the nation.
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I am not sure whether our university does not prevent the promising
youth from developing their powers to the fullest extent by fixing a minimum
age for matriculation and making them mark time in their schools.

FREEDOM IN EDUCATION

This brings me to the last item on my programme, a plea for freedom
in education. By freedom I do not mean freedom for the child to learn or not to
learn. I mean freedom for the pupil to learn in his own way and at his own
pace. There is no system of education in the whole world that is so rigid as
that in India. I have already referred to the age regtriction. In this matter,
the immediate thing to do is to make the entrance to the university depend on
nothing else except the capacity to be profited by the university courses of
study. If the means by which the university tests this capacity is inadequate,
or misleading or leads to cram or any such undesirable thing, it is up to the
university to reform its methods of testing as so many other universities in the
world are doing. It is certainly unfair, to say the least, to penalise boys
especially bright boys for the inability of the university to devise proper tests,
by prescribing other irrelevant conditions for entrance to the university
courses of study. I have suggested a more useful and reliable test.

Our university and many of us want to imitate the English in a number
of undesirable ways. But many good things are avoided. None of the English
Universities insist as a condition of sitting for their entrance examinations
that a candidate should have spent 11 years or so in a recognised school. Any
one of our boys can sit for the Cambridge Local or the London Matriculation
without attending any school and claim perhaps, better privilege from our
own university. But no boy can sit for our matriculation examination with-
out spending 11 long years in some school or other. Again almost all the
universities in England hold their entrance examinations at least twice a year.
Many hold it three or four times a year . Recently a modest resolution to hold
the matriculation examination on dates different from those on which the
S. 8. L. C. Examinations are held so that a candidate may sit for both the
examinations in the same year was defeated by our university fathers,

Why is it that there is so much freedom in England and so much
restriction in India ? Can it be that they want to encourage university edu-
cation in England and discourage it in India ? We are now practically bring-
ing these restrictions into the elementary schools also. The consolidation
scheme may bring in or may not bring in efficiency or economy. I have no
doubt, and the author of the scheme itself admits, that it involves a slower
rate of progress.

I have no time to discuss the various advantages claimed for school
education such as discipline, character formation, etc. My own idea is that
most of this talk is moonshine. It is certainly flattering to the underpaid
teachers to be told by the opulent merchant or the prosperous lawyer or the
administrator that.teaching is a noble profession and that teachers are the
makers of the new generation.. Many of these speak with their tongues in
their cheeks and some of them do all they can to discredit the teacher in the
eyes of the pupils. Nobody believes in it. Look at the way in which the re-
duction of the salaries of teachers was made. To add insult to injury we are
told we do not deserve better. If the qualifications are not as good as those in
Government institutions, and if they really believe that the teachers are the
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makers of the new generations, the remedy is not cutting down the salary, but
turning the whole lot of us out and employing better men. They know that
the pupil’s character is formed more by the atmosphere in which he lives
than by anything the teacher does or says. We talk a good deal about the
unréality of the intellectual work done in our schools. Very few appreciate
the unreality of the moral teaching done or expected to be done in our schools.
Even in respect of the common virtues like truthfulness and obe-
dience it is difficult to make pupils realise that the teacher’s
attitude is not a mere make-believe intended to make things easy for himself.
That ‘the end does not justify the means’ may be proclaimed from the house
tops but very few even among public men and leaders act up to it. “1I never
can make out,” Ruskin said, “how it is. .. .that they will go anywhere barefoot
to preach their faith, but must be wel] bribed to practise it, and are perfectly
ready to give the Gospel gratis, but never the loaves and fishes.” In every
sphere of life this is as true now as it was in Ruskin’s time.

Big schools with an uncontrollable number of pupils are a source of
demoralisation. If the freedom that I ask for is given, two or three graduates’
can bind themselves together and go to the small towns or big villages and
train a small number of pupils to the university courses of studies. Under
such conditions, individual differences can be better looked after. The pupils
will come under the direct personal influence of the teacher. Teachers also
%reill have greater freedom. Living in small towns or big villages, they may

satisfied with the grant given by the Government and the small amount
they are able to collect from the pupils. Brick walls and costly show apparat-
us will become unnecessary. Practical work such as gardening will become
easier. On the whole the boys will get better education and teachers may be
able to show a better record of work. And by bringing secondary education
into the villages, rural uplift will be assured and the gulf between the rural
and urban civilisation will tend to disappear. Last but not least it will relieve

- to some extent the menace of the educated unemployed, which seems to be

the main object of the Government of India Circular on Educational
Reconstruction. : :
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CHOICE OF TEXT-BOOKS AND THE RECENT G. 0.
BY
A. S. VENKATARAMAN.

It would be unnecessary as it would be irrelevant to enlarge on the
principles governing the selection of books in schools, but the recent G.O.—
putting a five-year embargo on text-books—raises issues of a definite charac-
ter that require not only a clarification but also a close examination.

G.0. ON BOOK§ ~ ..

The G.O. cutiing short or prolonging the life of a text-book to five years
seems to be planned with a view to check the vagaries of people who are out
*to change the text-books for the sake of change or for other considerations,
of people who have cultivated the change of text-books as a fine art. That
seems to be the ostensible consideration that weighed with the Government.
But it is not for us to seek what is more than meets the eye,

WHY BOOKS ARE CHANGED °

It is not difficult to discover why text-books are changed. It is plain

to the simplest understanding that in very many cases, where the choice of
text-books is left in the hands of teachers themselves, a change is made, be-
cause books have been in use for at least three years (a convention followed
in almost every school) or the lessons or selections, if the text be English
detailed, have been exhausted in the course of two or three years, or in actual
experience, the book which on cursory examination appeared suitable, dis-
appointed the expectations it raised first. The last consideration holds good
in a good number of cases while the first two considerations govern the choice
in very many cases. It may be taken for granted that if a book is changed
oftener than once in three years, it must be an exceptional case, justifiable

only under extraordinary circumstances. The position explained above
supplies the raison d’etre for the change.

FORCES—PULLING

The teachers’ point of view does not wholly explain the situation nor
does it cover all cases of change in text-books. Indeed there are far too many
forces working and pulling in different directions. The publishers bring to
bear pressure on the managements, who in their turn transmit it to the
teachers. In some cases the influence or the pressure takes its hue or cue
for that matter from political and party bias, and assumes such proportions
that unless the teachers yield, their position is apt to become insecure and
their tenure uncertain. He must be a bold man indeed who can stand four-
square against all such unfavourable winds, but the very moment he shows
signs of a truthful and rebellious conscience and independence of thinking
and judgment, he finds himself out of office. Surely no one can serve both
God and mammon. There are cases of publishers who carry on a propaganda
with a zeal which is worthy of a better cause. I know how they starve the
authors to fatten the managers. They are not prepared to spend any decent
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ionably large
mount on good authors but do not grudge to spend unconsciona
:ums on carglvassing and such allied practices. Under these circumstances,
books are changed, and replaced by books not always of a good quality.

i id that in elementary schools, the selection of books, §o.met1mes
amounltteéstf)aa scandal. The Presidents of Taluk Bo_al_‘ds were solicited and
they gave accommodation. The Chairmen of Mummpa}htles, also, a good
many of them, could not withstand the overtures of publishers. The present
tense also may be used. With the abolition of Taluk Boards, the publishers
seem to have an easy time of it, since they have to interview only the Presi-
dents of District Boards and finish their business. It is an open question
whether the Presidents of District Boards have been, and are suscept:ble to
the same influences as the Presidents of Taluk Boards or the Chairmen of
Municipalities, barring a few exceptions here and there,

The position in private schools is not referred to here, for there are
managers who do not interfere as there are others who do interfere and the
question does not arise or is not serious.

THE EDUCATIONAL STANDPOINT

Apart from any other considerations, let us examine the educational
or technical standpoint in this problem. It has been aptly remarked by H G.
Wells that one of the most wasteful things in the world to-day is the school
text-book (“Mankind in the making,” page 322). This really means that any
remissness or obscurity wasting five minutes of a child’s tlple,’ 1s'bound 'to
waste so many tens of thousands of five minutes of the nation’s time at its
impressionable period that perhaps no more disastrous wastage in gducatlonal
process can be imagined. Text-books, very many of them, are prm.tefl frpm.
steveo-types and so the obscurities are also stereo-typed. Therefore it is dlfﬁ-
cult to alter or improve the books unless it be in the light of experience in
their use. Now this is neither an easy nor an expeditious affair and it has to
spread over time. And the people who write text-books are not always of
the desirable quality. Dr. West says, “ The writing of such books (text-books)
is often left to literary hacks, private tutors, unemployed lawyers or less
successful school-masters.” The corollary is plain enough. Sueccessful school-
masters are in many cases too busy to write text-books (I do not mean of
course the variety that ply a busy trade in private tuitions) except when they
come to the end of their service or become out of date. It is at first difficult
to envisage the evil effects of a bad text-book. The teacher’s task becomes
stupendous as he has to combat the deficiencies or make up for them. All
this means an expenditure of time and energy. The more do we think of
this aspect of the problem, the more are we convinced of the futility of a good
many of the existing books. To quote the words of Dr. West, “ Ideally a-
school text-hook should be worked out by a staff of research workers, after
an exhaustive and probably rather expensive survey of the real requirements
of the subject and of the deficiencies of existing text-books.” (For instance,
Professor E. L. Thorndike’s valuable studies of the Psychology of Arithmetic
and his series of Arithmetic text-books are based on the princinles which
were evolved in the course of those inquiries. ) Probably judged by this
standard, very few books deserve to be encouraged. But then the ideal text-
book cannot be quickly prenared for it must be the product of a laborious
research perhaps extending for years together. And when it is brought out,
it must be capable of being retained for a longer time than five years, looking
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at it from the business point of view. But it cannot })e b:sefcl (;nt ;:?Si;d:::-
tions allied to a profit and los;s philosopll;lylz o’fm;:nislieas tS(:h 1:e ; rienac e of odu.
not and should not continue for a numbe B D E] s bown
cational theory and praciice should qhange meanwhile. e (cal has :
i inment examined., It must be realized that the suc
ad:l rr:grgzegcﬁ&c%’;&s ;e:::aex:ds in a large measure on the honest effort to strive
C(feis the ideal and on a realization of the limitations that l?eset the scherpe.
?t iirtoo much to expect that the G.O. has adequately recognised the necessxtg
for an ideal as much as the authors have acted on it or haveb}?eﬁn pli-?mpted
by it. Apart from anything else, this argument by 1tse1f estla 1§lles the nee
for a reversion to the old state of things however undesxrab. ? till an enqun'l;{
is held, even supposing that the affairs are so bad and unsatisfactory as to ca

for a G.O.
AN AD HOC COMMITTEE

i ituati ts an interference by the
king for granted that the situation warrant: .
Goverx’fxientg the ‘gest thing for it would be to'constitute an ad hoc Commit-
tee and hold’ an enquiry. Witnesses from the rank and file of parents, teach-
ers and publishers can be called in, their evidence taken and then action
may be taken on the report submitted.

HAVE THE TEACHERS BETRAYED A TRUST?

*

is proceeds on the assumption that the teach(_ers have betrayed
the trul.z;l :ht:‘ 1;uglic or the Government had in them, or’theu gorppetenltl:e has
been called in question. For that matter, thg teachers’ associations a ovix:
the presidency or the Central Association in Madras should set }\:p s;nt.;is
committees on a district basis to go into the merits of a new book when t
submitted, it being a point of honour, that no l?ook is prescrltéedI o'; rtejc nll;
mended for the purpose unless it has been consxflered by the S. LTU b
this side of its activity could be developed and if the su‘b‘-commxttei::s cou_ts
function on proper lines, the S. I. T. U. will be in a position to 3n' anctehl_ .
reputation or prestige. Not that the teachers who are already doing \ el
work without any initiative or reference from t}le S.I. T U l.ack cor(rllxie erli.ce
or confidence but the point is, their activities will .be systematised an legaliz-
ed, and matters of personal equation or predilections ruled out. As it is, no
case has been made out that the teachers have betrayed any sacred trust or
any good cause. There are reasons to think that the G..O., in so far as 1; con-
templates the vesting of power in the hands of a Committee consisting of peo-
ple other than teachers or one in which the preponderant element is not the
teacher, amounts to an interference with the teacher’s freedom and right to
select the text-books.

THE PARENTS

The other interests involved in the question are those pf parents and
publishers. It would be preposterous to discard the point of view of parents.
With the increased cost of education, their burdens may become heavy, if
books are to be changed year after year or once in two years. Teacher§ must
realize that the tax-paver is their paymaster, and they can ill afford tq ignore
this consideration. Whenever and wherever the choice of bgoks is likely to
become a scandal, the parents have shown themselves a readiness to takg up
cudgels, for the teacher more often plays a passive role even in a single
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Books Prepared in accordax_lce with the 1929 S.S.L.C. Syllabus.
GEOGRAPHY

PUPILS’ GEOGRAPHICAL SERIES (Senior)
BY
T. S. SUNDARAM AIYAR, BA,,
Geography Assistant, Tirthapati High School,
Ambasamudram
(Profusely illustrated with very useful and attractive maps, diagrams and pictures.
Neat get-up a speciality of this Series.)

The course indicated in the 1929 S. S. L. C. Scheme has been covered in this

series in four books in Tamil and English. Rs. a. p.
Book I The Three Southern Continents
Book II North America
Book III Eurasia and India

Book IV The World-General
Books I & II (Together)
All the Four Books together in a set

HISTORY (In English only)
A HISTORY OF ENGLAND

for High Schools.
BY
V. VENKATARAMA AIYAR, MA,, L.T.
Assistant Professor of History, Presidency College, Madras.

The Course indicated in the revised S§. S. L. C. Scheme has been covered in
this book in simple idiomatic English and the language has been graded to suit the
attainments of the pupils.

Stiff Boards . . Price Re. 1 0 0
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Books useful for Elementary Schools.
THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY GEOGRAPHY
(suitable for Class V)

BY
C. RAGHUNATHAN, BA, LT, TD, MRST.

(Headmaster, Government Training School, Chittoor).

A very attractive presentation of the subject in a very simple and familiar
style. The approach to the several topics treated in this book is highly original and

sure to capture the imagination of the young folk for whom it is intended. Lavishly
illustrated and attractively got up.

Available in Tamil and Telugu, Price As. 7.

Please apply to:

THE TEACHERS' PUBLISHING HOUSE.

56, CORAL MERCHANT ST., MADRAS.
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combat. The parents have several strings to their bow and one such de-
monstration of the parents’ strength is of course the G.O. in question even
when the situation does not justify it.

THE PUBLISHERS

There is another class of people whose interests are vitally affected.
Of course, they exist for children and therefore for parents. As they are
human, there are different kinds among them. As between teachers who are
numerically strong, and the managers (belonging to a wider class, viz. parents)
who are materially or legally superior to teachers, the publishers declare
their preference for the stronger side or in other words champion the winning
side, if it requires any championship. There are among publishers a class
of people (a minority I should say) who take their stand on principles of right
conduct and are prompted by lofty ideals in bringing out a text-book. But
very soon they find themselves square pegs in round holes and incapable of
adjustment to a changed and changing environment. The squabbles of com-
munal strife have their own repercussion in the selection of text-books and
will perhaps continue till saner counsels prevail. I know that the true author
rarely becomes a publisher and vice versa and the capitalist is not always
drawn from the ranks of authors. The traditions of the Grubb street are
here, there and everywhere, not a monopoly of England alone.

. Sometimes a question is raised whether the number of publishers in
this province is not getting very large and unwieldy. But this is an age of
comvetition and monovolistic combination signs the death-warrant of com-
petition and with it of freedom, initiative, enterprise and skill. The increas-
ing pumber of publishers reinforces the argument in favour of strict and im-
partial agency to sit in judgment on books submitted.

RECONSTITUTION OF THE TEXT-BOOK COMMITTEE

In th.is province there is a Text-Book Committee whose business is to
pronounce its opinion on books submitted to it. Day by day the books are
on the increase, perhaps owing to cheap printing or noverty of scholars, or an

. increasing unemployment among the educated middle classes. Indeed their

numbers have so grown that the Text-Book Committee constituted as at nre-
sent is unequal to the task. The personnel requires so to be overhauled as
to provide better representation to the teaching classes and sive preponder-
ance to the elected over the nominated element. And it would be well if its
services could bhe remunerated. as in the Puniab, by demanding from each
publisher a fee of Rs. 50 for each book or set of books submitted a time.

While the Text-Book Committee requires to be thoroughly overhauled,
its services also have to be enlarged. It may be made to have its own library
in ordgr to lend books, to buy its own cinema projector and films, to arrange
educatxon.al shows and exhibits, and its own gramophone records c’m a variety
9f educational subjects. It may be charged with a responsible task of arrang-
ing for good books to be published as well as of translating modern books into
the vernaculars of the province. There are other things to which its hands
may be set, as in the Punjab, of selecting and purchasing good books for free
distribution to school libraries, periodicals and magazines for free distribu-

tion to schools and of offering handsome awards to auth
books in the vernaculars. ° ors of good

4



CHILD WELFARE AND THE CINEMA
(From The League of Nations [ndian Bureau.)

Anyone interested in child welfare is bound to consider the influence
of the cinema on the physical, mental, psychological and moral development
of growing chi_ldren. .

THE PHYSICAL ASPECT

The presence of children in picture theatres necessitates the fulfilment
of the following desiderata : proper ventilation, adequate distance between
the children and the screen to prevent eye-strain, and sufficient diffused light-
ing in the hall to ensure thai the pictures thrown on the screen shall not
dazzle. But even the most perfect equipment of the theatre itself cannot pre-
vent certain nervous reactions which may be inimical to health : late hours
cause fatigue, often followed by loss of appetite, on the morrow ; over-excite-
ment leads to disturbed sleep ; disregard of normal bedtime may produce in-
somnis.

In the case of special performances for children there is also the danger

of infection ; this danger is particularly great when large numbers of children
are gathered together.

Then there is the question of safety; the Child Welfare Committee
has on several occasions discussed the desirability of insisting on the use of

non-inflammable films, particularly in the case of perform . 3
nised for children. performances specially orga

It may also be desirable to consider how the panics which often occur
amongst chxl_dyen may best be nipped in the bud. All countries should—tak-
ing the natmngl tempérament into account—decide how many " adults are
required to maintain discipline per 100 children in case it may be necessary
to clear the hall rapidly, and how such clearance should be effected.

THE MENTAL ASPECT

The Child Welfare Committee is not called upon to consider the purely

educational aspects of cinematography regarded as an aid to instruction. It
will therefore refer only to a few general points,

From the standpoint of the mental development of children the educa-
tional cinema is a double-edged weapon. The value of the illustration or re-
petition by cinematography of some previous lesson is fully recognised by all
who rememhber the dryness of theoretical teaching and the dullness of the
black-board. Nevertheless, an imprudent use of the cinema may lead to
superficiality of knowledge, lack of concentration and even fatigue with con-

sequent inattention. Teaching by films is in fact ]
must learn to handle. - a methad which teachers

The intellectus! development of children is aff
ments they attend. Films which have no educational :ctedims ,‘Bj’“‘f,’n‘t“h'fm:
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lv. just as drops of water finally wear away a hole in
tal Str'.mt}u.fheg r:ﬁ;ﬁ:ei’t ]deviations from logic, the least distortions of the
the rock ’dl erceptible exaggerations in the strict sequence qf events, may
truth, hare ¥ & eparable harm. They may also undermine the child’s

aat 'rr .
by repetition catSF 1 eling and culture. It is a fact that the children and
artmiepaer;gliltg at?.,dfair oftgen prefer the comic effects of animated drawings
young

i than to

. they prefer to see film based on a classic rathfer
to all othezi Sh?Wfso’r tt}lllgngelves : they prefer the mimicry ar}ti. particular ges-
read that cazi™ t to the talent of a great actor or musiclan. It may, of

tures of the ﬁﬁ}:ttl?n every age the form of entertainment is that ﬁt:ced to
course, Eel‘st?rl of the people. But man is only a continuation of the child, so
the mentall

. . ; he
3 ijses—have the tastes of the child been directed into t
that the question ark

9
proper channe’s lms may be of great value in disseminating ele-
On the ‘l’tgez }.:zni;rgl distric);s which have never been ablg to enjoy
mentary kx30W e é now ousted by the cinema in the towns. But if country
the entertainmen telligence and feelings may be moulded all the more readi-
children, whose 11 ractically virgin soil, are to be educated by these methods,
ly in that they ar? P n to see that the pictures which will be impressed on
every care must ill warp their judgment or basic'concepts.dThe
their minds areé 0O 75 % “fact that these children live in surroundings
d?:;g;rérii }:"’G}a’ﬁﬁﬁ pz}"ovide the necessary antidotes.
Wl :

THE

The moral smmense for
ple is S sive” condition of the spectator, who merely sits and

1 o 3 ’
)(’:) thep:;solutely pass;i‘;iiation of ideas owing to elimination of all the

b ahe?.iusc:g?e mental effort entailed by the drama or by reading ;

MORAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECT

hological influence of the cinema on children. and
and peye %rarious reasons, among them the following :

nstructive oF .~ nression produced by objective scenes presented to
‘22) the Videnc?tgfngl irxl;‘%all whafsoever on his imggination; (d) the rapid
the spectator Wi nts and the complete absence of intervals between them,
Sl.lccessioﬁ,°f gve.t,ement has time to die down and reason regains its h_old;
during which exmchil dren experience in seeing people give way to instincts
pleasure peen taught to suppress, when the actors do things which
y e law itself forbids him to do, or when he wit-

which he would love to be the hero but into which he

nesses or hardihood 1o plunge.

has not the courage inemas throughout the world the latent feelings of young
In countless c'olated daily—the germs of the future ruination of souls

children are beinﬂow the other hand, sometimes the seed of fine and noble

ave being b’ed'. nown in fertile soil. But it is all pure chance and to leave

adventures of

oughts aré b;?gof a child’s personality to chance is an offence against the

th
developme o of which may adversely affect the whole human
;‘h"eman mind, the °°::neq£22: defects be remedied ? By some form of censor-
society. But hoi” rformances for children and young people ? By the pro-

? By a I;ielrns ? By measures restricting the attendance of children

duction of ?,pemese are serious problems which call for very careful conside-

t
:ation» CONCLUSIONS

. tograph exerts a far-reaching influence on the develop;
'1'!:; ciner: d“;n allafts aspects. It may jeopardise his health and even his
e chil

ment of
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life, it may warp his intellectual development and also disorganise the mecl?a-
nism of his psychological, sentimental and moral reactions. Would the Child
Welfare Committee be really carrying out its task if it attached only secon-
dary importance to the examination of the numerous questions raised in the
present note ? And would adult men and women be carrying out the duty
which natural morality enjoins upon them of watching over the young, if they
were to abandon them, helpless and unprotected, to the cinema, which the

Second International Congress on Child Welfare (Brussels, 1921) described
even then as “ demoralising "’ ?

But measures of protection are not enough ; we must not only see that
the film, like all other scientific inventions, does not harm, we must also en-
sure that it actually “ serves;” that it becomes an instrument of harmonious
development and health recreation, and a vehicle for the transmission of all

such ideas as may guide the rising generations to an ideal of broad-minded
understanding, agreement and concord.

Whose is the responsibility for enabling the men and women of to-mor-
rov; to reap the benefit of the marvellous technical advance which the cinema
represents, while at the same bending it to educational uses ? It devolves
upon all those who in any capacity whatever devote their thoughts and ener-
gies to the great work of the protection and education of childhood, and it is
for that reason that the Child Welfare Committee of the League of Nations

is anxious to co-operate ever more closely in the activities of the Interna-
tional Educational Cinematographic Institute.

THE JUNIOR RED CROSS IN TOKYO

IMPRESSIONS OF A LEAGUE DELEGATE

“ At the conclusion of the International Red Cross Conference, held in
okyo last October, one of the chairmen present said t t, if he were asked
» describe the Conference in a sentence he would reply that it had been
eld “ under the sign of Youth.” This seems to have been the feeling of the
reat majority of the delegates. The delegates were able to appreciate for
1emselves the phenomenal developmeii of the Junior Red Cross movement,
aving continually before their eyes the spectacle of thousands of busy and
nthusiastic Japanese Juniors, who provided a striking illustration of what
1ay be achieved by a well-organized Junior Section. Moreover, the Tokyo
leeting was the first International Red Cross Conference to include a special
unior Red Cross Commission. This innovation was warmly welcomed, as
as evidenced by the size of the Commission, the animation of its debates,

nd the importance of the resolutions submitted by the Commission to the
onference in plenary session,

The discussions of the Commission were greatly facilitated by the
ery remarkable report prepar

: ! ed for the Conference by Miss Jean E. Browne,
ational Director of the Junior Red Cross in Canada, We cannot do better

180 quote here some of the statements made in this report which is on an
cceedingly high level of thought : -

“In Junior Red Cross we are dealing with the child as an entity ;
we do not seek to divide him into separate compartments labelled
body, mind, spirit. We believe that culture of the body is neces-
sary for the complete development of the individual, and so far the

race, just as we believe that noble character is an element of good
health. The two forces act and re-act on each other.

It is now a definitely established fact that Junior Red Cross has
proved to be the most powerful motivation that has ever been in-
troduced into health education in schools. Wherever we find mem-
bers of this organization we find them enthusiastically putting into
practice the usual twelve Junior Red Cross rules of health. The
practice of these rules has been lifted out of the realm of a task im-
poged, and on to the plane of a ritual to be performed—voluntarily,
dihgently and with loyalty to the organization. What is the expla-
nation ? We have not far to seek. It is because the programme of

asis which is readily understood
by children and young people, and i /

imagination. It has been my invar
groups of children about the Junijor
once to the appeal or the h
tion. This appeal stimulate.

iable experience in speaking to.
Red Cross that they respond at
umanitarian activities of our organiza-
s their altruistic emotions and at the
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is chiefly through this sound and practical appeal to the emotions
that Junior Red' Cross has become such a potent force among the
children and young people of the world. Mercy is linked up with
a sense of responsibility, and the result is not only beneficient action
but also the liberation of an inspiring force which is carried into the
whole programme of the Junior Red Cross, and indeed into the whole
life of the child.”

The spirit of %o-operation manifested by the Juniors is not only exer-
cised among themselves, but embraces all other groups of children ; this was
emphasised at Tokyo when delegates of the Boy Scout and Girl Guide orga-
nizations spoke of the close identity existing between the aims of their move-
ments and those of the Junior Red Cross.

In the course of their debates, the members of the Junior Commis-
sion re-affirmed a number of cardinal .principles which should always govern
the work of the Junior Red Cross. Chief among these is the princ‘iple of
unity ; the Junior Sections, it cannot be too often repeated, are integral parts
of their national societies. The maintenance of this unity is an essential con-
dition to the progress, and indeed to the life, of the Junior Red Cross.

The Madras Provincial Branch of the Indian Red Cross Society pub-
lishes a quarterly Journal in English-Tamil and English-Telugu, entitled
“ The Madras Junior.” A free copy will gladly be sent on application to the
Organising Secretary, Indian Red Cross Society, Madras Provincial Branch
Red Cross Buildings, Monteith Road, Egmore, Madras. '

- Boys who are taugh

GLEANINGS

.

RELIGION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
* Religion and the Public Schools,” Mr. J. Howard Whitehouse, Warden
ool suggests the following :—

P g
I believe it is a mistake to think that the fxead of a school .s}.xould necessarily be
) v orders. Still more do I feel it to be a mistake for the religious teaching of the
in holy © > the hands of 2 chaplain appointed for this special purpose. The spirit
school to be in Jigion are greater than can be expressed by the official representatives of
and truths of relig! nool unattached to a variicular sect, for these are almost inevitably

sc!
any Churct};u ?watheir weight on the side of dogmatic teaching, with an inistence upon
bound md atechisms. These mean in reality that the religious life of a school is divorced
;:reedsthamm:;ivmes of the school, and from its real life. I think even the distinctive dress
rom the

{ a school chaplain or of a clerical headmaster tends to cause a division which need
of a ‘

xist.
not € aced before boys those virtues for admiration and imitation

be pl
There should dation of religion, which can never divide, which can only unite.

foun!

which are the ¢ to practise unselfishness, to show sympathy to those who are un-

hysical but verbal, to live with simplicity, to
ain from cruelty not only P . , to ' plicity,
happy, ?r::jf: n for views diverse from their own, to find joy in working with others,
show tole "t schemes for the good of all, are learning the essentials of the only noble
in carrying life possible on earth. It would not matter to me how deficient such boys
and h;plt’});e knowledge of catechisms if they believed in these things.
were

* *

*

Speaking on
of Bembridge Sch

[ should like to appeal for the spirit of toleration in the religious life of our
them be wholly free from any thing in the nature of a heresy hunt. I know
schools. Let experience what great intellectual and spiritual difficulties are raised
inds of older boys by the dogmas and views they often hear. I do not think
too often remind ourselves that there is no irreverence in questioning the
unded by ecclesiastics in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and
doctrines Pmpought to be questioned. Credulity is not religion. The Churches in every
earlier. Theyt: have puilt in part, in modern centuries, upon dogmas many of which
civilized counal ysome are non-understandable, some are actively harmful. There would
are unessenti *orl d War if the Church in every country had been strong enough to pro-
h.vh; beﬂ;n:‘:“ of the Founder of Christianity. '
. ive boys liberty. Letus put before them knowledge, and the spirit of reve-
Let us g tery t00, for these things play a great part in religion and in life. Let
and of ”t‘hy:m the constructive virtues of life, the things in which they will always
us put bafO"eth things which they may perhaps all try to achieve. But let us give them
d the t to force their minds into channels too narrow, but on

believe, an
longer attemp
liberty, and mto welcome every sincere attempt to understand something of the mystery

d
the other han the mystery of good.

of life, and of .
How nece it is in this strange world to save the heritage of youth. Every-
0 88Ty

s greateﬂt asset being destroyed—the right to spiritual and intellectual
where we 9:;‘ for example three great spiritual tyrannies differing in name but not in
greedom- T st in Europe to-day. One is in Russia. In the Times on the day I am
kind, which e there gppeared an illuminating article, written without any party
writing ?:;:‘ v m” {mpressions of an able traveller in Russia. He gave a picture of a
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camps, under military conditions.

We know something about the physical horr
taking place in Germany, but sometimes we for:
where to destroy the spiritual landmarks of the
tage of the youth of the world.

(From Report of the 23rd Annual conference of Educationa] Associations, )

CHILDREN AND ROAD SAFETY

In a memorandum submitted t,
Association, it is stated that “ The
when they are walking along roads

cts to children occur mostly
of the classified roads of the countr

which are unprovided with footpaths. The majority

y are still without. footpathg, The State js required
to provide schools so that no child shall have to travel on foot more than three miles, and

even below three miles, if the distance is considered y » the local edueation
authority may provide a conveyance. The mplied with, parents
are compelled by law to send their children to school. Nevertheless, in many cages the
only way children are able to get to school is by walking a considerable distance along
footpathless roads carrying a fair volume of high speed motor traffic,

In towns “no mechanical means of safeguarding pedestrian
the same confidence, or provides the same measure of safety for ¢
It is submitted, therefore, (hat as far as the reserves of police
should be furnished during the hours that children
points where they have to €ross main roads.”

S across roads inspires
hildren, as a policeman
permit, traffic duty men
are going to or leaving school, at

There are too many children in junior schools to
homes. “1It is suggested that the most effective method to
for the teachers to work out satisfactory home-to-school
giving a plan of the streets in the are
on it which the pupil could be adv

be escorted to and from thejr
assist these children would be

outes. Cards couylg be printed
a served by the school, and a route should be marked

ised to follow . . | With children attending junjor
schools the problem of the usc of the bicycle ¢merges. Recently some county education

authorities have been encouraging the use of bicycles dispensing with
motor conveyances. Bicycles have been sold very cheaply or given to the children in
order to get to school. e fixed at which it is safe for g child

, direct or indirect, should be brought
on parents to sanction the use of the bicycle by a child

While no minimum age can b

attending a junior school.”

“The difficulty of teachers i
means of ensuring that their instr
teachers are escorting school-ch;j
they could usefully take the opp

s that they are asked to give instructiop but have no
uction is carried out ", states the Memorandum. * When
Idren from schools to museums, SWimming bathg ete
ortunity of pointing out safe and Unsafe practices on the'
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The Madras Premier Co.,
Perianna Maistry Street, G. T. MADRAS.

OUR PUBLICATIONS
New Books in Accordance with the latest Syllabus (July 1938) Our Grammar Series
EASY GRAMMAR AND ORAL COMPOSITION by T. S. Viraraghavachari,
MA., LT, with a Foreword by Rev. FateErR BERTRAM, s.J., BA., FM.U, Principal,
Loyola College, Madras, Vice-Chancellor, University of Madras

Book I for Form I .. As, 8
" n o, I .. As. 10
» I Advanced .. Re. 1l

ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS.—Prepared according to the syllabug issued
by the Department in July 1934 by V. Arunajatai, m.A., L.1., Mathematics Teacher,
St. Gabriel's High School, Madras, revised and edited by Rev. Faraer Pruvor, a3,
Professor of Mathematics, St. Joseph’s College, Trichinopoly, for several years Mem-
ber and for sometime President, Board of Examiners in Mathematics, in the
University of Madras.

Book 1 for Form 1V .. Re.l
Book II for Forms V and VI .. Rs. 1-8.

GENERAL SCIENCE FOR FORM 1V by S. Natarajan, B.A., LT, Assistant,
St. Gabriel's High School, Madras.—Prepared according to the syllabus issued by
the Department in July 1934. .. As 12

(5 per cent of the Proceeds goes to the Defence Fund of the South India

Teacher’s Union).
HISTORY OF ENGLAND For Form IV by T. S. Viraraghavachari, n.a., LT,
.. As 12

HISTORY OF INDIA For Form 1V, by Mr. Jayarama Iyer, B4, L1, Senior
History Assistant, Municipal High School, Villupuram—Revised and edited by
T. S. Viraraghavachari, m.A, L1. With a Foreword by C. S. Srinivasachari m.a.,,
FRES., Professor of History, Annamalai University. .. As. 8.

'-....-----

K. PALANIANDI PILLAI & C0.

Educational Publishers
16, Sembudoss Street, G.T., MADRAS.

We have held the field for the past fifteen years as
Premier Publishers of Original Excellence.
Among Our Publications Are

Tales for Children: AND Text-Books for Schools

EDITIONS FOR LIBRARY '
N

ENGLISH TAMIL AND TELUGU

Development of Child-Mind in consistence with Modern Thought
has been the Aim of every one of Our Publications.

The Presentation of Subject, The Arrangement of Ideas,

The Simplicity of Thought, the Choice of Toples, and The

Fineness of Get-Up have earned for us the Co-operation of the
Teaching Public.

CATION.

OUR NEW AND ARTISTIC CATALOGUE CAN EE HAD ON APpLy
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road. Generally speaking, parents are in a better position than teachers to control the
conduct of children on the roads and therefore the co-operation of parents should be .

sought.

“Instruction to younger children regarding road traffic might be given by models

of traffic units and signals. This is already done in some schools. Reading books might

_ include road safety points and even statistics could be used in arithmetical lessons, but

these are points on which teachers can best advise, as there is no doubt special danger
in giving too large a dose of road safety propaganda.”

~From The Schoolmaster and Woman Teachers’ Chronicle, May 23, 1935.)

TIT-BITS FROM THE EDUCATIONAL WORLD
| 24
ANGLER.
THE ETHICS OF THE TEXT-BOOK G.O.

To understand the ethics of the Text-book G.O., one must peep into the system of
book-production, proscription and prescription in vogue in Madras, To-day,E:ookﬁpr(;;
duction has attracted to itself writers drawn from. our Ins;.)ef:torate, oulr ueation.
Service and the Teaching profession. Book-pr_o.duct_xon is thriving not only on accoun;
of the urge to unfold and on account of competition in book-trade ‘but also.on account o
the frequent changes in the curricula brought_ about by tho.se shaping or' l‘nls-Sha(fmcgl our
educational system. Book proscription is being done, .obvxously on political ?n e I;ma];
tional grounds, and sometimes on other grounds, espef:mlly where members of text-boo

ittees have themselves publishers’ or authors’ interests at heart and where. can-
s for approval has brought with it all the elements of the market. If publishing
vassing O!:bipp have gathered business interests round themselves, prescribing books in
an prescr; fzf schools has equally provided for lapses. Undér dyarchy, book publishers
schoo's anialised in currying favour of educational and administering authorities. Book-
ol sip:icn has been regulated by the influence brought to bear, by the commission
B ven, & 3 by the profits likely to be earned by book-depots in book-trade. There is
B tore eeyd for cleansing the educational stable which partakes the nature of its
the"mrefnore I:ol: But the proper moral way is to enquire into abuses, punish the guilty
:nd allfvx;oeduypec;tional considerations alone to prevail in book-production, proscription
and .pmscription, on the advice of organised teaching opinion.

REFORM OF OUR SCHOOLS

aused by the levity of all concerned in education, nobody seems

thinI: t:fe sgc;r;:f :;;ft c‘l::ildren. yIt is time that a reform of schools is brought about.
;}x 1 captains have to be real, enthusiastic, efficient, expert leaders. Schoolmasters have
doo lop professional skill by being uptodate and using the latest methods of teaching.
to GVI: h‘;ve to develop a tone of their own with a definite objective and plan, suited to
Schools nment and national needs, instead of merely dragging on as slaves of routine.
the enmgmmmam have to withdraw themselves gradually from details of internal
School. a tion and leave teachers freedom to evolve harmonious work with discipline
;?mmo Schml‘ﬂnanee has to be pliced on a stable foundation by the co-operation



350 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

of school authorities, teachers, parents and the Government. Above all, the entire school
organism has to be reconstructed on an entirely moral basis, free from the ulcers which
disfigure the temples of education, from admissions in schools to the submission of school-
returns.

PROVINCIAL HEADMASTERS' ASSOCIATION

The attempt made at Madura in April to form a Provincial Headmasters' Associa-
tion is a step in the right direction, provided it works as an auxiliary of the S. L. T. U.
As it is, it seems to be an extension of the influence of Mr. Savur from Madura to
Madras. The last attempt to work the Pruvincial Headmasters' Association under official
auspices some years ago was a sorry failure from the point of view of the general body
of headmasters, because the office-bearers of that association committed the mistake of
accepting berths for themselves in remunerative offices, like the S. S. L. C. Board and
Examiners’ Boards. The present attempt too is likely to go the way of its predecessor,
unless the association develops self-respect ; steers clear of official leading strings ; denles
itself all temptations to get at posts of influence and vantage in the Senate, Ac':uaenue
Council, 8. §. L. C. Board and Examiners’ Boards; adopts a policy of self-education for
headmastering efficiently ; develops a code of professional conduct for headmasters as
?eachers and administrators ; brings to bear wisdom, morality, initiative and experiment
in school organisation and administration, and above all works in active and democratie
co-operation with the general professional organisation, the S. I. T. U. The office-bearers
and leaders of the Headmasters' Association have to pass a self-denying ordinance for
themselves, so as to command respect from the profession and outside. Each guild might
fon"m its Headmasters’ Section, for affiliation to the Provinciai Association.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN AMERICA AND INDIA

The office of Education of the U. S. A. has recently completed a survey of public
school co-operation in week-day programmes of religious education. Pupils are released
from school to attend classes of religious instruction which are organised and directed by
churches and religious organisations. Pupil attendance is elective and a written request
fro.m' the Parent for the pupil's release is required. In India, Christian institutions impart
religious instruction to all, including non-Christians, especially in Protestant institutions
under the protecting wings of a “Christian” Government. In Madras, religious instruction
has been allowed in Muslim schools. In other institutions, religious instruction is optional,
and wl"lere. it is given, it is said that expenditure on it Is not legitimate. It is time that
denominational instruction is provided for in all institutions impartially from general
revenues. It is symptomatic of the subtle undermining of our racial and religious heri-
tage by others that our newspapers and schools would publish church services and teach

the Bible, and not . .
nacion. not take up the promotion of the religion of the vast majority of the

NEWS AND NOTES

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AT OXFORD

A varied and interesting programme awaits delegates to the synchronised confer- )
nce of the World Federation of Education Associations, the International Federation of
\ssociations of Secondary Teachers’ Associations, and the International Federation of
‘eachers’ Associations, at Oxford on August 10, 1917. As the result of the active co-
peration of the University, the City Council, the Local Education Authority, the teach-
rs’ associations and other prominent and influential bodies, there is every reason to
nticipate that the conferences will prove to be of unique and historic importance. Vari-
us entertainments of an interesting nature are being arranged. These may include
ioncerts, a garden party (Oxford is renowned for the beauty of her gardens) and an
mateur dramatic performance. Oxford possesses two excellent theatres, of which one is
he most modern provincial theatre in England. There are also numerous cinemas at
vhich specially chosen films of world-wide interest will be shown. Excursions by river,
wach and rail are being arranged. Among other places Stratford-on-Avon, Ewelme
‘with its historic Church and Cloisters) and Dorchester (famous for its Abbey and its-
3axon earthworks) will be visited. There will be organised tours round the Colleges, to
he Clarendon Press and to Wytham Abbey and the open air schools. Arrangements
vill also be made for delegates to visit centres of local industry.

EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITION

An outstanding feature of the Conference will be an Exhibition which will give
sur visitors from other lands some indication of the work of the various educational insti-
wutions in England and Wales. .

Some idea of the problems which will be discussed is indicated by the following
ist of Section of the W. F. E. A. Home and School, Teachers’ Organisations, Prepara-
jon of teachers, social adjustment, Illiteracy, Pre-school and Kindergarten, Elementary
Education, Secondary Education, Colleges and Universities, Rural Life and Rural Educa-
tion, Educational Crafts, Geography, Health Education, Visual Education, Adult Educa-
tion, and Herman-Jordan Committees and International Home and School.

It will greatly facilitate the task of organisation if those who propose to attend
would send their names and addresses as soon as possible to Mr. F. Mander, B.Sc,, Hamil-
ton House, Mabledon Place, Euston Road, London W. C. 1.

PROGRAMME AND PRACTICE

It is for this planning ahead for education that I appeal. When will some political
party, or all political partics, put education not merely in the forefront of their pro-
grammes, but in the forefront of their practice ? Instead of their futile tinkering with
thc present, why cannot they plan boldly, wisely, nobly for the future? The average
men and women of this country want a better life for their children than they themselves
live ; they would make an overwhelmingly favourable response to the right lead from
the right quarters. Enthusiasm for a great educational advance couvld be aroused. The
means are available. They should be mobilised and used. Religion, art, science, common
sense could all play their part. From the pulpit and the platform, in the Press, on the
screen, and by the broadcast, reason could be convinced and feeling awakened.

--\ faﬁ r;\ ,
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CASTE IN EDUCATION

Hitherto public policy in education—when we have had done—has been the con.
scious policy of adjusting the next generation to the nceds of the present. But surely it
should be concerned rather with giving each new generation “ the ability to face new
issues in new ways” If we really desire to educate for a true democracy, this must be
recognised. In other ways, too, there must be a change of heart as well as of policy. 'The
idea that children of different social classes must b2 educated i

best methods and is calculated to train the whole perso
hampered by every imperfect conditions and does not

abilities and it would be an education which would
and better lives,

The aim of

n—body, mind and spirit. It is
80 far enough. Remove these dis-
fit our future citizens to live fuller

—(The Schoolmaster and Woman Teachers Chronicle, April 26, 1935.)

SECONDARY TRAINED GRADUATE TEACHERS
To

The Editor, The South Indian Teacher,
Triplicane, Madras.

Dear Sir,

But, as it is, it has not really proved as a means of improving their prospects materfally.
Secondary Grade trained teachers who have passed B. A. are yet unable to improve
their prospects by becoming L. T’s. At a meeting of the Academic Council about four
years ago, a resolution was passed that Secondary Grade trained graduates may be per-
mited to appear for the L. T. examination as private condidates. But the Syndicate of

examination, if they undergo a course in a Teachers’ college for at least one term, in
addition to a special course during the vacation. But now the resolution is practically a
dead letter. There is only one Teachers’ College in this presidency within the Madras
University area, and that is the Government College at Saidapet. No provision has been
made for such a course at that college. So the teachers have to undergo the full course
for the whole year. The difficulties to Whith—the teachers are put to, need not be re-
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counted here, most of the teachers being family men. In spite of the hardships some have
undergone the full course. Of the Secondary Grade trained graduate teacl'xer.s who ap-
plied for the L. T. course this year, about 25 of them were refused admission on the
ground that most of them were above 35 years of age, and that there were too many
Secondary Grade teachers for L. T. course this‘ year. Their experience as teachers for
over 15 years in most of the cases, could not help them to gain admission into the Teach-
ers’ College. The rush of application was so great that the authorities concerned thought
of applying the age restriction this year. In previous years teachers even above 45 years
of age were admitted without any objection. What will be the plight of such applicants
who were refused admission? Is there no hope for them to better their prospects ?

The University can help them by allowing them to appear for the L. T. examina-
tion without the production of any attendance certificate. If that is not possible, it is
but just that the Madras University should not insist upon a special vacation course in
addition to the attendance for one term in the Teachers’ College. The Department of
Education can help them by inducing the Government to provide for the one term
course in the Teachers’ College, Saidapet and Rajahmundry. It may be pertinent to
point out here, that the Andhra University does not insist upon the special vacation
course.

I hope my appeal to the authorities concerned through your valuable journal will
not be in vain.

A SUFFERER.
24-8-35.

. THE MALABAR DISTRICT TEACHERS' GUILD.

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Malabar District Teachers' Guild
held on 18—5—1935 with M.R.Ry. Kulapathi V. V. Parameswara Iyer Avl, in the chair,
the following resolutions were passed :

(1) That all executive business be transacted hereafter either by correspt?nde.nce
or by actual meeting at the discretion of the Secretary and according to urgency (in view
of the fact that there is considerable difficulty in getting a quorum).

Mover. Mr. S. K. Padmanabha Iyer.
Seconder. Mr. N. R. Ramaswamy Iyer.

(2) That the subscriptions for 1934-35 be collected before the annual meeting of
the guild in the last week of June and for 1935-368 before the end of the school year.
(Moved from the chair.)

(3) That the annual meeting be held in the last week of June in Palghat. (Moved
from the chair.)

(4), That the provisions of the G.O. on Text-Books be made advisory and never
mandatory.

Mover. Mr. N. R. Ramaswamy Iyer.

Seconder. Mr. S. K. Padmanabha Iyer.

(8) That the consideratidn of the S. S. L. C. scheme be deferred to a later date

. when official communication is received. (Moved from the chair.)



FROM OUR READERS

THE S. L. T. U. PROTECTION FUND
ITS MANAGEMENT AND WORKING

BY

14 .
MR. 5. SRINIVASA AIYAR, B.A, L.T, Vellore.

3 s the
The idea of starting a Protection Fund for the benefit lc;f tg;chcl“soxlals Ca: n?:e:ce e
5 t the Tinncvelly Educa b

d a set of draft rules was framed a - " o
i;;t; H’i’.}}?e:: rules were amended at a meeting of those that registered to enrol thc:;e ves
as r.nembex‘s of the Fund held at Madras in the Christmas week of t}txte ess::: promted
vigorous propaganda was carried on to enrol more m.err'xbcrs. ‘A‘commxl Sw e e
at the Mahanandi Conference in 1926 to further scrutinise the 1}1 cs zlm(' e e o e
committee was adopted with slight amendments at the Vcllol.c Educa o

h0 1d in December 1927. The Fund was brought into working order on the firs

e .
January 1928.

During the years 1924 to 1927 when the draft rules of the Fu‘nfl zvaucse:;:::]\.:s:;f
there was always a conflict of views between two school.s of thou.gllmt,. (,M.L{;wp S
philanthropic side and the other the business aspeet of it. Thﬁ 1; csda: ¥ :sum et
adopted at Vellore laid great stress on the busix}css aspeet of t eh ' ur\was s the
annas per member from the annual contribution payable })y .xm e e pro.
Profession Fund to be utilised to promote professional solldm;lx.ty ;n Lo sofeguard Fro-
fessional interests and to carry out the objects of the $outh I.n ia tea(‘:'V ers' Un fo.r ot
in laying great stress on the business aspect, pxjo.fessxonal 1.n}t]e‘rcsd s e o o e
by the promoters of the Fund. The financial stability was further N;sA o rore
were revised on the actuarial report of Professor K. B. Madhava, M.A., A.lA.,
in February 1933.

Though the rules on the financial side were revised t}-xe ru.lcs .rclatirilg tontl::arsn:rlm::;-s

ment and constitution of the Fund remain the same ever sm;c ltz mfc;:t:):gumnt ey
; i d to a Board of a >

ht necessary to entrust the working of the Fun . . ¢ the
:)};I-(i):eg-bearers of the South India Teachers’ Union had nothing to do .wt;tho fth: ;S:;ll;\::.:aa
i Board of Management consis ,
tion of the Fund. Under the rules, the e siden, 2

i i bers, the three former being res
Vice-President, a Secretary and six other mem R e
i f the Board of Management are to
dras. As three members out of a total of nu'w of ;
x:i;::ts of Madras under the rules, the remaining six members were elected, .durmgdt.h::
first seven years of the existence of the Fund, according to a l;ealr:nty ;onvcnt.lot‘r;l :x:m :a |
i s of the Fund. the seven

i law, from among the mofussil members o Fur . !
m:::ilx:tge:f :}vxve Fund held in April 1935, this wholesome principle of mofussil represe:ta
?n was broken and all the mofussil districts were given only five seats whereas Madras
mt four. Out of 796 members of the Fund, 12 districts have got a membership of more
f}? n ten. members and they are as follows arranged according to the numper' of members
i aezxch district : —1. Madras (144), 2. Coimbatore and Nilgiris (141), 3. Trlchlno?oly (82),
1411 N;n'th Arcot (68), 5. Kurnool (65), 6. Salem (53), 1. M;ndura1 2(4x3c)l,”8t Tan(;g)e (’:;'8;\);
' ’ i lly (25), and 12. Chittoor .
X th Arcot (34), 10. Ramnad (30), 11. Tinneve Chitf
9ress:l:1t Board of Management consists of 4 members from Madras wtth its 144 members
. dnone member from each of the districts of Trichinopnly (82), (:Jhxttoor (23), Tanjon;
a(‘;;8) Salem (53), and South Arcot (34). The following districts with a large number o
men;bers to their credit are left unrepresented in the Board of Management :-;Coi;:)ba;to;ed
and Nilgiris (141), North Arcot (68), Kurnool (65), Madura (43), Ramnmg 1(c¢, ;' nd
Tinnevelly (25). The total number of members from represented mofussil
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whereas unrepresented districts have to their credit a membership of 372. There is already
a good deal of discontent in some of these districts about the working of the South India
Teachers’ Union and now that discontent will also be against the Protection Fund. It is
earnestly hoped that the Board of Management of the Fund will find out ways and means
of zllaying the fear in the minds of a large number of members.

Again, of the five members clected from the mofussil four are members of the Wor-
king Committee of the South India Teachers’ Union. The South India Teachers’ Union has
its own ideas and ideals and the Protection Fund is to work on business and financial princi-
ples; further the South India Teachers’ Unior is an unregistered body controlled by re-
presentatives of District Guilds. All members of the South India Teachers’ Union are
not members of the Protection Fund whereas all members of the Protection Fund are
bound by rules to be members of the South India Teachers’ Union. There is already a
feeling in some quarters that membership of the Union need not be insisted upan teachers
desirous of becoming members of the Fund. In the best interests of the Fund it is neces-
sary that its management is kept distinet from that of the Union and the Working Com-

mittee of the Union need not be anxious to capture five out of the six seats of the Board
of Management thrown open to mofussil districts.

The administration of the Profession Fund of the Protection Fund had been a bone
of contention between the Fund and the Union. As early as 1932, the President of the
South India Teachers’ Union gave notice of a resolution that the Profession Fund of the
S. L T. U. P. F. be handed over to the authorities of the South India Teachers’ Union.
The general body of the Fund did not accept this proposition but the Board of Manage-
ment of the Fund has been setting apart a portion of the Profession Fund for purposes of
propaganda in connection with the Fund and the South India Teachers’ Union. From
the proceedings of the Executive Board of the S. I T. U. held in April, published in the
May number of the South Indian Teacher, it is found that the Executive Committee of
the Union has recommended to the Board of Management of the Protection Fund to pay
travelling allowance to memibers of the Working Committee of the Union for attending
meetings of the Working Committee and to the delegates of the Union for attending ihe
All-India Educational Conference. ' The Working Committee may as well recommend that
all expenses of the Union are met by the Protection Fund. It remains to be seen whether
the Board of Management of the Fund accepts the recommendations.

Further, with the increased strength and growing finances of the Fund, registration
under the Societies’ Registration Act is not considered sufficient and the Fund may be
registered as an Insurance Company under the Indian Insurance Companies Act. It is
hoped that the Board of Management will consider this suggestion and take early and
effective steps for registering the Fund under the Insurance Companies Act.

S. L T. U. PROPAGANDA AND ORGANIZATION
SCOPE FOR INTENSIVE WORK

BY

WORKING COMMITTEE MEMBER FOR ORGANISATION

The table given below gives the figures at the end of the official year 1933-1934

regarding the strength of educational institutions in Madras and the number of teachers
engaged in these institutions.

of 159? teachers engaged in teaching in constituent and affiliated colleges of the
Universities in Madras, Andhra and Annamalai, roughly only a 100 are members of the
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S.LT.U. Of 11108 teachers in secondary schools, nearly 5,000 are members of the S.IT.U.
Of 107,162 teachers in elementary schools only about 3,000 are members of the S.IT.U.
Of 14,010 women teachers, not even a hundred are still members of the S.I.T.U. It is
therefore imperative for the S.1.T.U. Board of Propaganda to concentrate attention
during the year on enrolment of teachers-in colleges, women teachers and elementary
school masters in the Union. It is of course not possible for a small body of S.1.T.U.
workers of the headquarters to reach the vast teaching force in the province of 119,866
teachers. It behoves the executive of each district guild to work in their respective
area and organise a membership campaigp. A rotating shelf of the S.I.T.U. might be
instituted to be awarded at every annual meeting to the guild which has the highest
number of members, representative of all grades of teachers. If the S.I.7.U. is to
develop in its professional strength, it must be possible for its executive to bring in
every teacher into the Union within at least ten years. Then alone would it justify its
motto “ Raise yourself by your own efforts.” The very effort at organisation of a Ialu,
and twenty thousand teachers would bring us an income of nearly Rs. 30,000 per annum
under the four anna franchise or at least Rs. 7,500 under a one-anna franchise | Let ug
realise our strength in numbers ! May God grant us the vision to do it !

STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBER OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

SOME OF OUR SELECT PUB%&TIONS

ENGLISH

A FIRST ENGLISH READER for Indxax)l
Schools. By C. H. Stover, B.A., (Oxon

for Class 3.

PRACTICAL ENGLISH REA;)IS‘JRS, L1
and III, for classes 3, 4, and 5. LISH
MODEL SELECTIONS FROM EN

& POETRY. Book I for Form IV.
Do. do. I V.

TALES FROM SANSKRIT DRAMA-
TISTS. By P. T. Sreenivasa Iyengar,
M.A. LT.

] Grades I and
SELF-HELP READERS,
. By Miss Glory Arthur, BA,

L.T.

TAMIL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MASTERS'

MANICKA VACHAKAM, VI, VI and

vl for forms I, II and II by' Alagia-
manavalan.

KALAIMAGAL VACHAKAM 1 to 5 for

classes 1 to 5.

KALAIMAGAL READERS I, II and II

for forms I, I & II by Tiru Ragha-
hariar.
TX;V;IL SELECTIONS for I'jorm IV by
Pandit M. Ramiah Mudaliar &
Do. for Form V by Pandit
N. Lakshminarasimham.
INFANT SCHOOL ARITHMETIC Idbo Y
for classes 1 to 5 by M. S. Sundares
ara Iyer, MA., LT. ]
H;IVGIENE for class 5 by Miss Glory
Arthur, BA. LT, R APHY
MADRAS PRESIDENCY GEOG
for class 5 by C. Venkateswara Iyer,

BA, LT )
INFANT SCHOOL ARITHMETIC, HY

CTORIAL HISTORY OF
nkatesa Iyer, B.A., GIENE, PI ilable
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THE TEACHERS’ BOOKSHELF

Twelfth Night—Edited by N. V. Meeres. The Scholar’s Library Series. Publishers,

Macmillan & Co., Ltd. Price. 2sh. 6d.

The Editor of this delightful comedy of Shakespeare has taken much pains to
present in a lucid manner the fundamental points of dramatic criticisms as regards the
technique of the play, plot construction, character development, the action of the play,
the lyrical qualities of the style adopted, etc. He has stated in introduction the quaint
essence of Shakespeare’s workmanship in Twelfth Night thus:: “Perhaps the most re-
markable achievement of ‘ Twelfth Night’ is that the comic scenes do not produce a dis-
cordant effect ; that the boisterousness of the underplot is not allowed to mar the fantas-
tic delicacy of the more serious story.” The character sketches are crisp, but beautifully
drawn. The Notes portion deserves commendation. The Editor has tried to take the
reader in the Shakespearean grove by giving excellent short summaries. A single illus-
tration will suffice. * Shakespeare uses the word Humour in three principal senses. (1)
rental disposition, temperament, character ; (2) temporary state of mind, mood, temper;
(3) fancy, whim, caprice.” Such notes act as an eye-opener to the students of Shakes-
peare’s works. Besides these useful informations, the Editor has given at the end of the
book critical and exhaustive questions in each act, and subjects for examination treating
the play as a whole. Lastly, the appendices supplement the extent of knowledge of

Shakespeare and his times.
K. NATESAN, B. A.

King Lear—Edited by F. E. Budd. Scholar’s Library Series. Publishers, Messrs.
Macmillan & Co., Ltd. Price 2sh. 6d.

This volume contains all the appendages characteristic of the Scholars’ Library
Series. The introduction is a masterly achievement and the canons of criticism employed
are strictly modern. The Editor has made special contributions on the nature of the
Shakespearian Tragedy, and the tragic treatment in “ King Lear,” besides character
sketches, informatory and instructive remarks on the texts of Shakespeare’s works, dates
and sources of the same. More light is thrown in the vein of a Quiller Couch, on character
is destiny and on the disputed question namely ‘The Lear of Shakespeare cannot be
acted” The Editor has put in a nut-shell the superiority of workmanship of the drama-
turgist on this supreme dramatic poem thus: “From the dramatic point of view, the
sub-plot involves the presence of a far greater number of major character and a much
more complicated action than any other Shakespearean tragedy shows.” In fine, we have
to thank Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., for having brought out cheap, handy and excel-"

lent editions of Shakespeare’s texts indispensable to university students.
K. NATESAN, B. A.

Macmillan’s Senior School Series.—History Study Book I (55 B.C. to 1714 AD.) :
By P. Montgomery Law. Published by Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Ltd,, 794" X 5Y%" pages
220. Illustrated. Price 2sh. 3d.
_ Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., have brought out this series under the general
Editorship of Mr. F. W. Chambers, formerly H. M. Inspector of Schools. The Editor says
in a note “ the book is an honest attempt to make the large omissions which the Haddow
Report assumed would oceur in the solution of the problem of selection.”

Thtre are 14 chapters of important topics. Each chapter has a short summary, a
table of chief people and events at home and abroad and ‘a short account of- the period
itself. There is a reference to books in literature relating to the period and instruction
for individual work. If pupils work by themselves with books like these under the
guidance of an enthusiastic teacher, history reading will be a real pleasure and create a

6
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lasting impression. We hope that our teachers will begin to produce books on these li1
for the History of India. This is a welcome publication. VKS

Macmillan's Senior School Series—Elizabeth and Her people: By Rosamund |
White, Published by Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Lid. 7" by 5Y%” pp. 120. Illustrats
Price 1sh. 2d.

This is a book in the History Terminal Books series intended to provide alternati
courses. It is a very good elementary course book for the reign of Elizabeth. In t
first part there is a short introduction by the author. The second part is entitled Eliz
beth herself and is subdivided into (1) her appearance ; (2) her character ; (3) her accon
plishments; (4) her court; (5) her progresses; (8) her favourites and statesmen a1
(7) her love for her people. There are quotations on each from the works of contemporal
men or modern historians. The third and the fourth parts deal respectively with tl
sailors of Elizabeth ‘and Her court and her people. In two appendices the author hi
given (1) a list of important books in literature dealing of the period and (2) a sho
account of Europe in the Sixteenth century. A very useful book if history is to t
learned easily because the pupil can effectively understand the subject with the help «
the study notes given under each chapter.

V. K. 8.

His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor and His Empire—A Pageant of Progres:
Isued on the occasion of the Royal Silver Jubilee. Published by Messrs. Rochouse & Son;
Esplanade, Madras. Cr. 8 vo, pp. 134.

The title and sub-title of the book are sufficiently self-explanatory regarding th
scope of the book which is neatly printed and elegantly bound. There are 19 chapter
which deal with the empire in general and the royal family and India in particular. Chap
ter V. (pp. 27-46) gives a short biography of the Emperor and pages 47-52 deal with th
life of the Prince of Wales. The varied developments in India are given in chapters VI
to XVII. This is a very readable book.

The Modern Class Book of English History.~Senior Book IV. The Hanoverians:
By E. J. S. Lay with a preparatory note by Prof. F. J. C. Bearnshaw. Published by
Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Ltd. %" X 5%" pp. 208. Tlustrated. Price. 1sh. 4d. paper
1sh. 6d. limp cloth,

Mr Lay is quite well-known as a writer of instructive and effective schoo] books
The present book deals with the period 1714-1837 and continues to have all the salien!
features which characterise the earlier number of the series. The book will help our
pupils and teachers in understanding the subject.

A Modern English Reader.—By E. Schaap and Eve. L. Paull. Messrs. Macmillan
& Co., Ltd., Price 2sh. ¢d.

The Editors have judicially taken excerpts from the nineteenth and twentieth cen-
turv authors and dramatists, not only to make the student conversant with contemporary
speech, but also to encourage him to make further acquaintance with the works of the
standard authors included in this * Reader..’ But the compilers have not introduced the
student to the author and his character as o enable him to comprehend well the author’s
writings. As the ‘reader’ has no textual notes and introductory remarks for each author
andnstheselectiomaretoohrgeandunwleldy,ﬂnbookmayakobeuudunmlo-
mentary reader during library hours.

K. NATESAN, B. A.

Mmoot
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Lorna Doone. By R. D. Blackmoore, abridged by Y. W. Cann, M.A. (English
Literature Series No. 136). Macmillan & Co., Ltd. xii + 162 pp. 1s. 9d.

This romance of Exmoor has been made available by the publication in this series
in an abridged form. The very short introduction gives the reader the necessary insight
into the environment of the novel. The one page life of the author is instructive and
clear. In the 30 chapters of 158 pages into which the story has been condensed (it would
have been better if suitable chapter headings had been suggested) the main trend of the
story is given. The usual features of the English Literature series are given at the end—

subjects for essays and suggestions for further reading. This would be a helpful book
for our undergraduates.

The Confessions of a Thug. (Abridged and adapted). By Mr. P. K. Anantanara-
yan, MA,, LT, (Mysore Educational Service). Published by Bharathi Publishing House,
Bangalore City. Price 12 annas.

This juvenile production of Meadows Taylor has been very carefully summarised,
without disturbing the niceties of the intricate plot, the faithful pictures of the political
and social life of the days of Thuggism, and maintaining the author’s well-woven charac-
teristic sketch of the hero Amir Ali, whose innumerable crimes form the subject of
the novel. Mr. Anantanarayan has taken much pain to simplify the language of the
original, to weed out the unnecessary details of the different tales of horror. But he
has given prominence to the incidents and episodes of the lively hero, Amir Ali. This
admirable abridgement has made the big novel of Meadows Taylor, a popular non-,
detailed text-book for our juvenile readers. If the learned author attempts to do this
sort of work concerning certain most important popular books of English fiction, our
boys will have an easy access to understand the standard works of fiction in English
literature. The introduction, the appendices and the suggestive subjects for composi- -
tion leave nothing to be desired by the learners.

Tales of Wonder.. By Arthur Duncan, M.A., Bharathi Publishing House, Banga-
lore City. Price 6 annas. ‘

This book is full of Indian stories told in simple language for the Higher Elemen-
tary School boys and girls. The special feature of the book is the beautiful manner of
narrating the time honoured legends of our country. The book requires a set of assign-
ments at the end of each story to facilitate better understanding of the contents.

Third Reader. (The Bharathi English Reading Series. Fully illustrated.) By §. B.

Banerjea. Price 12 annas.

This is a new type reader meant for use in the lower classes of Indian schools.
The Teat Questions, word study and grammatical notes are a special feature of the book.
The scheme of the author is very good, but he has not kept up to. some standard or
other as it is in the case of readers published elsewhere. The prose lessons are suitable
for Il Form, the poetry selections are suitable for IV Form, and the grammar notes are
far below the Fifth Standard. Besides the hook is full of stories and it cannot come
under the category of a reader. There is not even a single lesson on general knowledge,
except & short note on Raja Ram Mohun Roy. The lessons require a revision and the
word: study is to be bettered and put under some well-chogen plan,

and Mﬂ; I:Il:rw Method Elementary Science Books 1, I and 1ll. By Rev. G. P. James
i - Sundaram. Published by G. V. K. Swamy & Co., Educational Publishers, Kum-
bakonam. (Price Annas 8 each). .

These three volumes form a graded series Prepared for the use of the first three
forms and the upper classes of first grade elementary schools. In this earnest attempt
in providing a course in Elémentary Science, the authors have closely followed the latest
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syllabus and the treatment of the subject is highly commendable. The booklets are
priced cheap. They are noted for their illustrations and statistical charts and the lan-
guage is lucid and flowing.

Senthamil Noorkovai Parts I and II.

These two beautiful books of Tamil selections are intended for the pre-matricula-
tion classes. They are only additional adjuncts of the selections annually made for the
use of the 8. S. L. C. pupils. The get-up is very good. But the books lack some sort of

notes and assignments to enable the pupils to understand the selections made [rom
standard authors.

The Atlas Geography of the Madras Presidency. By G. V. Rama lyer, BA., LT.
G. V. K. Swamy & Co., Publishers, Kumbakonam. Price Annas 8.

This booklet supplies the long-felt want of the lower classes in having a suitable
Text-book of Madras Geography. The subject has been ably handled and the author
has left no stone unturned in making it a practical book of knowleige so far as the
Madras District is concerned. The maps and plans add importance to this text-book
based on the modern method of tenching Geography.

K. NATESAN.

Kalgimagal, May 1935.

The current issue of this high class Tamil monthly contains as usual precious
articles on practical everyday science, feminine frivolities, present day politics of the
world in general, besides interesting stories both for the young and old. As usual the
leading article is from the pen of our erudite Dr. Swaminatha Iyer on " the immeasura-
ble benefits of Tamil scholarship”. Mr. P. A. Natesan has contributed a valuable article
on the poetic technique of Subramanya Bharathigal, Mr. A. S. P. lyer, 1.C.S., has
written a story in his own inimitable manner, and Mr. K. Natesan has given a valuable
contribution on Dr. Stressman, the maker of modern Germany. There are other tales,
notes, news, funs and fads and contributions on subjects of topical interest to suit the
taste of every one of our Tamil Nad.

This valuable journal is completing its seventh volume, and the learned members
of the Editorial Board have taken great effort to do all they can in fustering the long-felt
need in Adult Education. ‘Kalaimagal’ has got everything for someone and something
for everyone. Besides the usual contributions of high literary, scientific and historic
value, special pages are devoted for women and children and the lovers of the short
story. Though the journal has made ijtself felt in the educational world, it requires a
good lot of enco.ragement which it richly deserves at the hands of our students and
teachers.

K. NATESAN.

A Text-Book of Physics. By R. Sankara lyer and V. Srinivasan. Published by
Thirumalai & Co., Madras. Price Rs. 2-8.

---- This is a carefully written text-book for students taking Physics as an optional
subject under Group C of the Madras S. S. L. C. Scheme. The authors have done well
in outlining instruction for many practical exercises. The book is copiously illustrated,
though the illustrations in some cases can easily be made more attractive. Questions
given at the end of each chapter are designed not only to test the understanding of the
pupil ‘but algo' to-stirnulate thought on- the subject.

EDITORIAL
WHAT OF HIGHER EDUCATION ?

Schools and colleges are about to re-open and teachers are for the
time being interested in the results of the Public Examination. We shall very
soon have addresses from eminent men on the occasion of the convocations
of the several Universities and they will surely raise many points regarding
the future of higher education. That there is serious dissatisfaction with
the system of higher education in our presidency is becoming clearer day by
day. It is however astonishing that no one chooses to study the problem and
to give the lead. Like the ladies of Cranford, all persons connected with
higher education move and act as if the position of higher education could
never have been brighter. What is needed is clear thinking on the part of
our public men and University authorities. What is and what should be the
aim of higher education ? So long as the aim is not properly defined, higher
education will take its own irregular and aimless course and the expenditure
from all sources will prove in the long run a colossal waste. The need for
a clearer understanding of the fundamentals of higher education will become
plain if one should go through the pages of the book “ Education and Govern-
ment” by Mr. Arthur Twining Hadley, who was President of the Yale Uni-
versity for about twenty years. Wide experience in public life and business
would give his utterance a special value, and the above-mentioned book is a
collection of a number of papers contributed by him in regard to public
affairs in general and to the problem of higher education in particular. He is
not a dreamer and he is anxious that we should face the situation. If he
should feel that much of the confusion in America, is chiefly due to funda-
mental defects in higher education, we in India shall be well advised in study-
ing carefully the diagnosis of the situation as found in his book.

Mr. Hadley thinks that the system of Elementary Education in America
is very good compared with that of any European country and that as a con-
sequence, the ordinary American citizen compares favourably with the citizen
of any other civilised country. He, however, regrets that, in the higher walks
of life requiring qualities of grit and initiative, the position is not quite so good
and refers to the experiences in the Great War. This difference is attributed
by Mr. Hadley to the defects in the system of higher education in America :
and, in a number of essays such as “ What is Education ?,” “ College Studies
and Tests ” and “ The Colleges and the Nation,” he takes up for discussion the
programme of higher education in America. He is convinced that even edu-
cated men have not properly understood the aim of Education. He refers to
the teqdency on the part of most people to regard the mere acquisition of in-
formation or knowledge as “ The all important end of a college course.” The
change in our ?‘utlool; regarding education is clearly indicated in the follow-
ing passage : — But if we can bring our minds back to the public purpose of
education we shall see that much of this nineteenth-century effort went wide
off the mark. Society is not concerned with what its members know, but
with the use they can make of their knowledge. It wants men who can
verify .mformatio.n, see whgt bgaring it has on their own conduet, and.act
accordingly. This is thinking, in the practical sense of the word ; and the
habit of thinking in this sense is the thing that it is vitally essential to have
the schools teach, whatever else they do or leave undone .

e « ++ .. K parents andl_t.eachers can once recognizevtix.at. 1t ls
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Education is a transferred subject and minor measures of ref9r_m like
the revision of the Grant-in-aid code, the improvement of the conditions of
service of teachers, and the compensation to the teachers and managers from
the loss of fee-income are not even considered on the ostensible ground of
financial stringency.

In academic matters, questions such as the adoption of the mo.ther-
tongue as the medium of instruction, publication of suitable books of science
and the value of physical education and Manual training have yet to be seri-
ously considered in spite of the fact that the attention of the Government has
been frequently invited. The Hartog Committee may urge the importance
of the expansion of Elmentary Education in relation to the political develop-
but we have yet to hear of steps taken in regard to compulsory primary edu-
cation. As a matter of fact the amendment recently adopted by the Madras
Legislative Council permitting a so-called modified form of compulsion is sure
to result in the indefinite postponement of universal compulsory primary edu-
cation. What we see in our province is not lack of ideas or schemes but a
will or spirit to act in a vigorous manner at the right moment. Much will be
gained if it be possible for the Central government to coax or goad the Local
government to action. The Minister of Education is the only minister who
is having an easy time at the time of the budget and he takes his position be-
hind financial stringency. Any proposal for the improvement of education
which the Government of India with its full sense of responsibility is bound
to adumbrate from time to time should contain provisions to stimulate the
local government to vigorous efforts. Otherwise, we are afraid the reports
which the New Board may issue will simply adorn the secretariat and the
Old College. Our presidency will be no better. Far from making recent ad-
vances in every sphere of education accessible to the provinces, the Board
will have the unenviable task of finding a philosophy for the illiberal and un-
educational measures attempted by the Local Government.

SECONDARY TRAINED GRADUATE TEACHERS

Our readers may be aware that some years ago the University of
Madras discussed the question of admitting to the L. T. degree examination.
graduates of approved teaching experience in recognised secondary schools
and holding the sceondary grade teachers' certificate. The University then
accepted an amendment to the effect that such teachers might be admitted
to the L.T. degree examination after one term instruction in a teachers’
college. Many graduates holding the secondary grade training certificate
have been anxiously looking to the Department of Education to provide
for such a short term course. It appears that the Government have not
taken any step in that direction. Unfortunately the Teachers’ College at
Saidapet refused admission this year to a large number of secondary trained
graduate teachers on the score they were over 35 years of age.

It looks as if there is no reasonable prospect for a good number of
these teachers to obtain a collegiate trained teacher’s certificate or an L. T,
diploma. While the University has in a way admitted the principle of allow-
ing these teachers to appear privately for the L. T. examination, it is the
Department that stands in the way and insists on a short term course of ins-
truction before they should be given a collegiate certificate. Yet the Depart-
ment is unwilling to make the necessary provision for such instruction. In

the meanwhile many teachers become old and they are denied the chance of
improving their position in schools,

. in the extensions. It appears that

 ported to have said that in Board and Munici
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May we appeal to the Department to consider the case of these teachers
sympathetically. They may either provide a summer course for three months
or they may consider the possibility of issuing collegiate teacher’s certificate
to graduates holding the Secondary Grade Certificate and having approved

. teaching experience in recognised secondary schools. We also suggest to the

Union to take up this question also for representation when its representa-
tives would wait in deputation on the Director of Public Instruction.

It will strengthen the hands of the Union if graduate secondary grade
teachers working in recognised schools write to the Secretary of the Union

- giving particulars of age, service as teacher, the date of passing the B. A. and

the year in which they completed their training,

EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS,

Educational endowments in South India are not many but it is strango
that when some far-sighted philanthrophist offers any endowment for an
educational institution, the authorities of the institution should be slow to
take advantage of such offer. Such seems to be the case at Tiruppur. A leading
citizen of the locality is reported to have offered Rs, 50,000 for a pucca build-
ing for the Municipal High School, if the municipality would locate the school
this site has many advantages and besides
bas the approval of the Director of Public Health and the District Magis-
trate. But somehow an influential section of the municipality is opposed to
the transfer of the school from the present site located as it is in a congested
part of the municipality and considered insanitary and unhealthy by the health
authorities. We understand that the matter has been taken before the Gov-

.ernment and we hope Government will interfere and see that the generous

pﬁer is accepted. Party politics and personalities should not be allowed to
influence educational endowments,

We are glad to find that the authorities of the Hindu College, Tinne-
velly, have wisely agreed to the generous offer made to them of an endow-

stood that they contain some clauses which may be considered not very much
conducive to real educational growth. However, the authorities of the College
should be congratulated not only on their good fortune but also on their wis-
dom in availing themselves of the offer. We hope that in course of time the
donors too many relax some of the harder clauses in the terms of the agree-
ment and thus help in making their generosity confer a maximum of benefit.

APPOINTMENTS IN MUNICIPAL SCHOOLS.

It was some months ago that>th‘e Hon’ble the Chief Minister was re-

pal Secondary Schools, teachers
have good chances for promotion. Some members thought that if vacancies

| of certain .spegial posts, (like the Headmastership of a school), should arise,

in the vacancy caused by the first assistant of the Municipal High-School,
V:llupmm, taking leave, preparatory to retirement. There is no special
salary fixed for the first assistant’s place. The senior L. T. assistant is gene-
rally styled i’ilrst assistant. It cannot be thus considered 3 selection post.
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But the Municipal Council has overlooked the claims of the senior
assistants in the school by appointing a new teacher as the first assistant. This
has given the new entrant seniority over the others, while it has blocked the
chances of the existing members of the staff for promotion. Surely this is not
what the Hon’ble the Raja of Bobbili had in mind when he said that teachers
in Board and Municipal schools have great prospects before them.

RELIGIOUS AND MORAL INSTRUCTION.

The question of Religious and Moral Instruction is engaging the atten--

tion of all anxious to reconstruct the present educational system. In
the West, educators are realising very forcibly the effect of a godless educa-
tion .Any system of education based on material considerations only, without
the strong background of godliness is bound to produce a condition in society

where tolerance, spirit of service, respect for one’s neighbour, sympathy and

neighbourliness will be unknown. Life itself will become irksome and un-
bearable in such a society. As Dr. Arundale observes elsewhere in this
number, “Right religious education broadens, does not narrow . . . Right reli-
gious education will make each student enter more keenly into the purpose
of his living which is far more important than belief in a set of teachings.” If
education is a training for life, then the years spent in school will be wasted
if then, the minds of children are not * coloured by the thoughts of God.'

Inspite of such strong realisation on the part of all that education
should be based on a strong religious sense, in India, we are told that in the
public schools and in schqols, managed by private institutions with the help
of Government aid, religious instruction should not be imparted and that in
its place moral instruction should find a place in the curriculum. Moral
instruction may- at best be a substitute for religious education. The State,
which aids secondary education in our province, always tries to take the line
of least resistance in those matters on which there is any large divergence of
opinion. And such is the case with religious education. Taking advantage
oflthe multiplicity of beliefs, the State speaks of ‘neutrality ' in matters of
religion.

Neutral attitude in regard to religious education is worse than a hostile
attitude, for then the only solution to the problem of religion in education is
simply ‘turning god out of schools.’ In the words of Dr. G. S. Arundale, “ At
this stage of the world’s growth we need universality, not neutrality. And the
various Governments in India should have the wisdom to arrange for the
establishment of a G. C. M. in religion and to acquaint Indian youth with it.
It is their foolish neutrality which stands between India and that solidarity
which she is designed to exemplify. It is this neutrality which is a manifes-
tation of fear of differences, making differences a source of weakness when
they might be a source of power and comradeship.”

That the State has realised the supreme importance of religious educa-
tion is evident in that it permits Christian missionary schools to make teach-
ing the Bible an essential element in the curriculum of studies. The Muham-
madan community demanded and the Government have permitted
the uitilisation of State funds for imparting instruction in Muhammadan
Religion in their schools. It is only the Hindus that have been approach-
ing the problem with their ‘characteristic timidity and vacillation.’

The Indian home is noted for its stability and the chief cause for it is
the strong religious and spiritual atmosphere that prevails in the Indian Home,
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But if this godless education should continue for some more years, the influ-
ences that have brought about the chaos in the West, may find a sa’fe harbour
in Indian soil. It is therefore the duty of the State to devise some means
whereby every child would be instructed in the religion of his birth. It is
the duty of the society to so organise itself and press on the Government the
need for action in this regard and also to supplement the efforts of the State

by helping school authorities to provide for proper religious instruction in
their schools.

We like to take this opportunity to thank our esteemed contributors,

.Dr. G. S. Arundale, Rev. J. H. Maclean, Rev. T. Gavan Duffy and M. R. Ry.

K Balgsubramapia Iyer. We are however sorry that we could not succeed
in getting the view-points of educationists of other religious faiths.

JULY ISBUE

We regret th.e delay in the publication of this number but we are hope-
ful that the July issue will appear in time iacipal contents will be
* History in Secondary Schools.”

- § L‘
Ve

TO BE RELEASED IN JULY :
THE NEW ERA E
' (Books 1l and III As. 10 & 12 respectively)
Edited by JAMES H. COUSINS, D. Litt.,
by M. S, SUNDARESWARAN, M.A, L.T,,
and A, S. VENKATARAMAN, B.A,,L.T,

The sima of the Primers and the Book I, have been continued in these books. The
l'nbjeci matt-r of ench book 18 such that is bound to enliven the interest of children
while she forwus of langusge employed, the lsuguage-units as they are called, pay due
attontion to what must be called an fidiom-frequency more than to a word-frequenoy
To a shrewd oritio it will bs clear that the exerciges have been so compossd that they not
only follow but also build up a definite scheme having a grammationl and a semi-
geammatical bias.

In the preparation of these Readers, the latest priuciples of foreign-language
learning have been onrefully followed. The authors and the Editor have brought to benr
the results of thelr experience, on tha basig of ﬁheir'sf.udy and experimentation. The
Randars published 10 far have gatued & wide apprectatisn and the new books that are to
be published shortly deserve s trinl by and the patronage of the educationists,

APPLY FOR SPECIMEN COPIES TO :

'B. G. PAUL & COMPANY,

Educational Publishers, Francis Joseph Street, MADRAS
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SILVER JUBILEE FUND

Contribute your mite and strengthen the S. 1. T. U.
Contributions already received, Rs. 537-12-0.

Contributions made at the Anantapur Conference : —

Dr. James H. Cousins . .. Rs
Anantapur District Teachers' Guild .
Chittoor District Teachers’ Guild Cee oy
Madras Teachers’ Guild
Kurnool District Teachers’ Guild ..
Madras Geographical Association i
Tinnevelly District Teachers’ Guild ce
Teachers’ Association, Ambasamudram
Individuals.

Mr. K. C. Seshan, Penukonda

Mr. S. Kuppuswami Iyer, Anantapi_xr
Mr. S. Subba Rao, Artist, Uravakonda ..
Mr. S. Subramanyam, Ambur ey

—t
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The following gentlemen have taken recurring deposits with the
Madras Teachers’ Guild Co-operative Society, Ltd., towards the Silver

Jubilee Fund : —

a month,

- Prof. S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer .. Rs. 2 00
Prof. M. S. Sabhesan " 100

Mr. L. N. Subramanyam " 1 01 0

Mr. S. T. Ramanuja Iyengar " 1 0, Q

WHO WILL BE THE NEXT ?

THE TEACHERS’' DEFENCE FUND.

Funds are urgently needed for carrying on vigilance work.

Teachers are requested to send liberal Donations,

“



RN HITE T FUNEHTHY

i

Depend _on_a_Mother’s Judgment.

Dr. Jammi Venkataramanayya’s

The BEST Specific for LIVER & SPLEEN Complaints.

“You will be very glad to know that your
medicine has SAVED my BABY, Thank you
very much. May God bless you with long
life to save many more children from ‘the

clutches of the disease. Thank you again.”

7-12-33 (Sp.) Mgrs. P. InprRA Bar, B.A,, L.T,,

Sub-Assistant Inspectress
of Girls’ Schools.

For particulars write to : —
Office,
8, Salai St., Mylapore, MADRAS.

Telegrams : Phone No.
‘ Livercure’ 8139




MEMBERSHIP

IN

THE S.1.T.U. PROTECTION FUND

IS

: A DUTY TO THE PROFESSION
AN OBLIGATION TO THE FAMILY

For further particulars and the latest Annual Report apply to:—

M. K. RAMAMURTI,
Hon. Secretary,

The S. 1. T. U. Protection Fund,
41, Singarachari Street, Triialicano, MADRAS,
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