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Earthquakes

OR quite a long time, scientists and laymen believed
that earthquakes had their origin in volcanic activity.
Earth tremors necessarily accompany volcanic eruptions.
It is only natural to expect that the earth would quake in
an eruption of the kind that occurred at Krakatoa in the
Isles of Sunda in 1883. Three months before that eruption
the island roared and thundered. When the eruption topk
place, dust was shot up to a height of twenty miles. Dark-
ness enveloped the region at mid-day and “the sun-sets in
November and December of the same year in the British
Isles were of wonderfully brilliant and vivid tints.” This
was discovered to be due to the scattering of volcanic dust
al] the world over. The oceanic disturbance was traceable
as far as Cape Horn and the English Channel. Barometers
all over the world were affected.

But the California earthquake of 1906, the Assam
earthquake of 1897, the Bihar earthquake of January
this year and many others have no connection with any
volcanic activity. What are the causes of such earthquakes?
" Even a most casual observer of Nature will not fail to note
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that the earth is changing and changeable.

rofe Tennyson

“ There rolls the deep where grew the tree
O Earth, what changes hast thou seen | .
There, where the long street roars, hath been
The stillness of the central sea.” ’

Natural agents such as wind, water and glacie
are constantly wearing out mountains composed of tlrS
hardest rocks ; and in the course of some millions of s
will reduce them tolow plains. A mountain mass of myet‘:rs
gradually fills up the basin into which these agents tra -
port them, and this loading of sediment exertsbgreater i::lsci
greater pressure upon the formations that lie underneat!
Weknow that any foundation will give way if loaded beyo l(l
a certain limit. The highly compacted rocks that liesél )
in the basin are therefore affected when the load exceeds flep
maximum allowable pressure. They get cracked and ﬁssuni
ed, and slide one against another and cause relative di;—
placements. Such displacements are called ‘ faults’ The
growth of ¢ faults’ necessarily weakens the foundation and
the parts affected become generally unstable, and conse-
quently there is a natural tendency for the b]oc’:ks to come

to a stable equilibrium. It is in these mo
A vem
earthquakes have their origin. ents that

But a mere gravitative re-adijus i

catse of th hommrati adjustment is not the sole
gre'eroded, and the material transported to low-lying tract
I‘hl_s transfer of material from high altitudes to 10C o
regions is compensated for by a flow of materia] at ;Ve:
depths below the surface in the reverse direction %eah
ﬂows_ in the earth’s interior would exert 2 drag .on ‘;ﬁ
elastlc. rock masses overlying them. The draggeil n .
+ sometimes meet with obstacles in their way. The ml(a)lts'Ses

of the lower part is thus arrested, the top H;eanwhile C(I)O?
tinuing its movement because of the elasticity of tﬁe

Mountain tops, as already said, -
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material. With the removal of the obstruction there is a
recoil which generates shocks. FEarthquakes are thus the
effect of elastic rebounds. Sometimes the force of movement
may be greater than that of the resistance offered and the
rock mass may crack and give rise to shocks. ‘

The theory outlined above, known as Reid's Theory
of elastic rebound, can be easily grasped with the help of
the following illustration. Suppose a rectangular block of
India rubber is being pushed very slowly over a table and
it meets with an obstruction from a nail protruding
from the table. The motion of the lower part would be
arrested, but the top portion would continue to move for-
ward because of the elasticity of rubber. If the nail were
suddenly removed, the block of rubber would make a vio-
lent jerk and recover its shape and continue the movement.
The same thing happens in the case of the earth, only the
energy stored up as elastic strain in the case of the earth
movements is of colossal magnitude. In the California
earthquake the potential energy was roughly calculated
to be 130,000,000,000,000,000 foot-pounds. It is there-
fore no wonder that, though much of the energy is convert-
ed into heat, there is yet plenty left to be transformed into
elastic vibrations and to cause considerable damage to life
and property.

But then do observed facts support the view that
earthquakes are common in regions of mountain building,
of the rising and sinking parts of the earth’s crust ? Yes,
One great earthquake belt passes along China, Tibet,
Northern India, Persia, Asia Minor, Greece, Italy and
Spain—that is, along the Himalayan-Alpine range. Geo-
logically speaking, this region was till recently a Mediter-
ranean, separating India from the rest of the Asiatic, Conti-
nent. Another great belt borders the west coast of the
Americas, whichis a rising coast. Similarly the eastern
coast of Asia extending from Kamchatka through Japan,
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the Indian Archipelago as far as
eastern coast of Africa
physiographic changes.

Earthquake vibrations are recorded by means of an
instrument called the seismometer. Since the earthquake
wave passes in a three dimensional medium, observations
have to be recorded along three axes at right angles to one
another. However, instruments that record the vertical
component are lacking in quite a large number of stations,
as these are very costly and delicate. From g study of the
records it is possible to obtain the distance of what is known
as the epi-centre from the station and the direction in which
it lies. The epi-centre is the point on the earth’s surface,
directly beneath which the focus of the earthquake lies,

At what depths in the e
ances their origin ? There

New Zealand, and the
have been subject to recent

. For the data from
which the calculation has to
desirable. A large number
quired to make records at sta
ed country, and time has t
one-tenth of a second.

of precision instruments are re-
tionssufficiently near the affect-
0 be accurately measured up to

: ond. There are only a few stations com-
manding such facilities, and they are to be found at present

only in some European countries and Japan. By means of
accurate measurements made ip Japan, the depth of focus

of the Japanese earthquake of Ist September 1923 was
found to be somewhere between twenty-two and thirty-
four miles.

It may interest the reader
mination of the depth of fo

intensity of shocks is also used. The one commonly used
is the Rossi-Forel Scale. This lacks scientific precision as
it depends only upon personal impressions which are bound
to vary with individuals, The intensity measure here is
made to depend upon impressions like—'scarcely perceptible’

to know that in the deter-
Cus, a scale based upon the
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“setting lamps to swing '— causing cl}urch gells to ri’lqie
—*causi ge to buildings ’—and so on. [
—* causing severe damag ngs

th the acceleration
i itv thus measured is correlated wi
mtgzsriltgliiude of the waves, and a fprmu]a for the dc?pth' of
E%lct:cus is evolved, due allowances being made for ret uctli)n
in intensity caused by absorption of energy, dispersion, etc.

Calculations so far made point to the Pl:i\:ral\i:s;
of two classes of earthquakes—a class (lcomppsg n?re ery
bers) which can be felt near the epi-c ut
e ngmrecorded at long distances, and another compris
(_:an.m})lt lis which affect instruments even at conadera(l;le
distance from the place of origin angl }Vhlch are of % e}
dlstan_ces nature. The first group originates at dept S0
Strucuiflelf a mife and the second at dept_hs of 250 mlle,s
e o rage timt is, between 05 to "1 of the eart.hs
ondittilse a"i“eherge ’is however, no definite line of demarcation
ra . ’ .

between the two groups.

. rthquakes seem to follow seasonal
.Stl}arlllowlgﬁitel?l teefnati% nal Summary of Earthquakes
varia 11% '1 924 reports : “On every day of these seven years,
for 19 }: uake had occurred somewhere on earth, thouglgl.:a
an ea}l;t ?{ only were recorded at one station and°’in
few s %c Sthere was a sudden rise from about 23 to 30
Septen]] erounts of epi-centre to 63, the maximum being
monthdY c oth September. The deep focus earthquakes do
reached on to be concerned in the Septembcz,r maximum
gg,t; :g p}f::;e their own maximum in March.” Thus the

" shallow ones are more frequent in winter than in summer
sha

be more common by night than by
and arf als?l foel;fh(tlzake region the stresses are conti-
day.u :ccﬁlgulating in the rocks deeper down and what is
nually d is merely an agency to strain the rock to the limit
require re. In winter the annual variations in atmospheric
of fragig are more favourable to produce this effect than in
gtl;f;?ner Similarly, atmospheric variations during the
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day account for the diurnal variations in earthquakes.
There is therefore much force in the view expressed by Dr.
A. K. Das of the Alipore Observatory in his lecture at
Calcutta last month that the agency that precipitated the
earthquake on the 15th January 1934 was the variation
in the atmospheric pressure observed over North Bihar

on 12th and 13th January due to the passage of a western
disturbance.

The waves set up from the focus are chiefly of two
kinds. They are: (1) Push waves of compression and (2)
Shake waves in which the vibrations are transverse to the
line of propagation. The ‘P’ and ‘S’ waves, as they are
called, travel upwards through the elastic body of the
earth by routes which are concave. The velocity of each
depends upon the elasticity and density of the earth’s crust
in its path. The velocity incrcases with elasticity and
decreases with density. The *S’ waves travel at 1°9 miles
per second and the ‘P’ waves at 3’9 miles per second. In
the deep focus earthquakes the wawves travelling straight
through the core of the earth to the antipodes take less time
than those travelling along the surface. The waves are
split by reflection and refraction while passing through
different kinds of rocky masses. Much of the internal

constitution of the earth has been inferred from the
propagation of these waves.

Earthquakes rarely occur alone. They are preceded

by slight fore-shocks and are always followed by after~

shocks. The fore-shocks, though generally feeble, are
sometimes by themselves of sufficient intensity to cause
considerable damage to life and property. The Hereford
earthquake of 1896 heralded its arrival by two fore-shocks
which disturbed about 6500 square miles. But the Assam
earthquake of 1897, one of the most violent, gave no
warning whatsoever. The recent Bihar earthquake too
did not follow in the wake of any fore-shocks. The afters
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shocks are generally a greal many 1n nuxrlxberdanctiegﬁgir}
cause terrible fright to people who are a reab yd ror-
stricken. Inthe Assam egr.thquake the dxs'curlef reg on
continued to be unstable, giving shocks very frec_a y o; $0 e
davs. Calcutta, at a distance of QSQ miles, experience télg
hgcl.{s and even Allahabad, 550 miles away, experience onIe
Shock ’The area was in astate of tremor for some da}ys. 1f:
Sr ceported that ‘at Bordwar the surface Qf a glass 0
. ai r v}mS observed for a week after\vards. to be continually
Xixrexblir;g and at Turaa lamp was swinging for three or
four days.”

The after-shocks are peripdic in character. .'I;urnelé hg?
observed that they occur at mterva.ls of mulftlp.es o! ] ;n
minutes. Jeans points out that the interval o tlﬁle tl o
multiples of 126 0r 222wt e fo its starting

0 one orf the wav .
lr)r(l)aititbea?ttg fnaking a complete circuit rounq the earl;l;, tlcs)
initia’te 2 new after-shock and that this proce

repeated.

i e shocks, there are \.vhat are l;nown as
symgfskllg:?ctshhe;cks that affect the adjoining dlstl_'i?ts},t Ft:);,
the release of energy in the earthquake tragt wi élt %r. e
stress condition in the country around an rrgxlg t rlpg-

bout a change either favourable or unfa\./oura. e do bse15
2rlmic activity. If favourable, the stress 1s relieved by a
fracture giving rise to a sympathetic shock.

:ns always precede rupture, it may be asked
wheﬁérs tlﬁls possible in any way to predict ear.thqualftes by
Jetermining the state of strain. Though no Sef.}Q‘l{S attempt
has yet been made in this direction, its possibility is not
doubted. H. F. Reid says: To measure the gr(_)wth‘ of
strains, we should build aline of piers, say, a kll?mqtre
apart at right angles to the direction in which adgeo ogical
examination of the region or past experience indicates the
“fault’ will take place, when the rupture occurs; a careful
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dpterrr;ination from time to time of the direction of the
lines joining the successive piers, their differences of level
and .the exact distances between them would reveal any
strains which might be developing along the region the
line of piers crosses. Measures of the class described would
be extremely useful not only for the purpose of prediction
but also to reveal the true nature of the earth movements
taking place and thus lead to a better understanding of the
causes of carthquakes.” The method now prevalent to
ha've an insight into the growth of strains in the rocks is by
triangulation and levelling at frequent intervals. This is

being adopted in Japan and California, and the results are
found useful,

' In most Japanese earthquakes the surface of the earth
slightly tilts and then the earthquake follows after a time
not less than half an hour and not exceeding four hours.
This phenomenon was noticed as early as 1793 by the
people living in a coastal village. They saw a sudden tilting
of the shore and expecting a tidal wave rushed to safe
places. Within four hours both a tidal wave and an earth-
quake occurred. Tilting is now commonly noticed. The
Japanese have actually invented a tiltometer which helps

cor1_51glerab1y to sound a note of warning of seismic
activity.

Further, the strain in the earth has been found to bear
a Felatlonship to the shift of the poles. Milne, Cancani and
Sleper_g have studied the inter-dependence between latitude
variation and earthquakes. Dr. H. Kimura has made an

intensive research in this direction and comes to the con-

clusion that, whenever the amplitude of latitude variation is
small, thq effects of earthquakes are felt, and that there is
a change in the velocity of the migration of poles before
and after most earthquakes. He says that earthquakes
could to a certain extent be predicted if daily observations
of latitude variation are examined and that the change of
velocity gives another hint to prediction. Oldham-says
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that, though one need not believe in the astrological
influences of planets, the exact time of the occurrence
of earthquakes might possibly be foretold by means of
some astronomical or meteorological data. In the light
of this statement the strange combination of seven planets
on the 16th of January last has a profound significance.
Possibly the combination brought to bear some microcos-
mic tidal influence on the earth which was enough to pull
the trigger and raise the alarm. Curiously Raphal’s
Almanack for 1934, published on 1st April 1933, foretells
for the winter-quarter: ‘‘ Great and awe-inspiring earth-
quakes in many places including Eastern India near
Calcutta.”

The destruction caused by earthquakes is due to shear-
ing and vibratory movements. Shearing movements give
rise to shifts in fences and pipes and to the increasing or
decreasing of distances. Inthe Assam earthquake of 1897,
telegraph posts which were all in the same line were dis-
placed ten to fifteen feet away from the line. The distances
between the railway lines increased and the shift was as much
as six feet. Vibratory movements are caused by the
compressional wave passing through a rock, subjecting
the material to compression and expansion. If a city s
situated at the junction of soft and hard rocks, the waves
are reflected and their intensity increases. Monghyr
has suffered most in the recent earthquake, possibly because
of its being situated at a junction of Alluvium and hard
rocks. The vibrations acting through the mass would open

. fissures and close them. During the Madrid earthquake of

1812, it was reported that the earth rolled like the swell of
the sea, about three feet high, opening trenches which
closed with the advance of the succeeding wave. In the
California earthquake of 1906, sixteen persons reported
that they had seen a similar phenomenon. It is difficult to
believe that the eye is capable of resolving a wave velocity
of about two miles a second, which is over 160 times the
23
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velocity of the swellin the seas. The vibrati i

through the Alluvium have low breaking strigg?}? péizlc%%
tberefore easily open and close at right angles to t.he direc-
tion of propagation. Water and sand are thrown out
from the interior. Last month’s earthquake opened out
a number of cracks in Muzaffarpur forcing out mud and
sulphurous water with the formation of iarge expanses
of water on what used to be dry ground. As the
waves cause rise and fall of the ground, it is no wonder
that railway lines get buckled up, Pipes, particularly
those laid in Alluvium, get easily broken up, the ruptures
taking place easily at joints. Professor Ziro Takenama
has devised a new socket which is earthquake-proof and
in which “ the strength increases with the increase of the
§trainiqg speed.” Suc}} joints are now extensively used
in laqug out pipes in Japan. For it is a matter of
utmost importance not to run the risk of 2 failure of
water-supply in earthquake regions, owing to the pos-
sibilities of fire breaking out after earthquakes. [For
instance, in that terrible Japan earthquake of 1923 t.he like
of which the world has not seen, Tokyo was Cnveio sed ;n
flames and people died asphyxiated. The estimated dilmage
dae to fire was £ 950,000,00 sterling, while that due to
the shock itself was only £ 50,000,000.

As a result of the shock, walls and chi
crack. 'When these lie at right angles to ]‘:lrlrénfﬁ’rseclt]isc;la“()};
v1brgt10ns, they are thrown up and down. The force is
applied at thq base and is propagated upwards, the rate
being detern_lmed by the flexibility or rigidity of ’the struc-
ture. This is a matter which should be withip the easC
grasp of even a second class passenger in the S.I. Ry wh)c:
is alternately subjected to compression and expan.sion-;vhen
the train is in motion. Similarly the walls of buildings
and chimneys alternately go up and down apg eventuaﬁy
—though luckily this is not generally the experience of
second class passengers—crack horizontally, Tops of ¢him-
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neys, walis and gables are consequently thrown down. In
the Japan earthquake already referred to, it was observed
that in buildings from three to nine storeys high the most
severe damages occurred in the second or the third storey
The detached top parts were seen rocking over the bottom
parts. Thisis because the vertical component diminishes
directly as the square of the distance in the epi-central tract,
and some way off it becomes negligible. A twisting mo-
tion toois an accompaniment of many earthquakes. Statues
have been in consequence rotated over their bases. In ex-
ceptional cases the rotation on the top has been as much as
180 degrees, though ordinarily it is about 20 degrees.

Earthquakes bring about remarkable changes in the
country they visit. The yield of water in certain springs
increases ; in others it decreases- The water-bearing layer
lying at depths, when it is compressed, will extrude water
sometimes with considerable force, with the result that the
earth is blown up in many places giving rise to sinks. Sand
is also ejected and sandy craters are formed. Rivers too
rise and fall. During the Assam earthquake the Brahma=
putra showed a distinct rise of 73 feet at Gauhati within an
hour of the shock. It took nearly two days before the waters
resumed their original level. Such a rise is due to the lifting
up of the river bed itself. In the earthquake last month, an
eye-witness reported : “ There was a dull roar followed by
a hissing noise, and the waters of the Ganges subsided, as
if by magic into the sand, several boats and river steamers
being stranded- After five minutes, great cracks appeared
and columns of water shot-up to a man’s height with loud
noises and then in a few seconds the Ganges resumed its
normal flow.” :

Peculiar sounds are generally heard during earth-
quakes. They are variously described :—' like a fast locoe
motive '—' like the surf’—"Jike a roaring’—*like that of
a heavy truck '—*like thunder’'—‘like the discharge of an
artillery'—and so on. The Collector of Purnia compared:
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the sound he heard at the Bi

thar ear
gun§hot. The sound is caused b Farhquake to that of ;
beating upon the air.

Brilliant flashes of light have a
earthquakes. The colour of thelsloigﬁi
reddish yellow, or reddish blue. In tl?e 1
26th November 1930, the luminosity was noted sh
before the earthquake and continued for about € hS ortly
flashes after the cessation of the tremor, Kach ;flin 1our in
for more than a minute—very much i ash lasted
lightning. ger than that of

In India earthquakes are ,
north along the foot of the I—?ifm;rlzc}l,g‘:lt (’)IE:}(;élsrel‘enCC in the
ranges are of recent formation. The sediment thmountam
ed in a sea that once extended from the s that collect-
the Pacific Ocean constitute the bulk of

mountains of North-West A i .

the ranges in tl}e north-east ffgr}:)?&;ziagf gii‘uchxstan and
Andamans and Nicobar Islands havealso grownrfna’ and the
sediments. The high peaks of the Himalayas rom sll‘ﬂll.al‘
cover_ed- Their present elevation is due notare glanie
granite having resisted the wear and tear of th only 1o the
den.udatlon, but also to the fact that these areaseba%ents of
regions of elevation. The elevatory movement js et%?g w
&r:am‘nfit?lrtlddlvs aco ntributory factor to seismic actsi\i'tco{l-
: ed’ region that extends the whole e hl ! the
Hlma}layas fr.om the Punjab to Assam. The ‘fau]t?gt, ! of the
peculiar and is connected with the Himalayan 11}1]g o e
?umbgr ofhsubsxdences have taken place one atlfft’erfh?.val. A
tgvvz;zll:dz ttheeclsoouth’ each subsidence taking placeanOthfr
se of the accumulation of materia] 't o

rlvasthedt from thgdelevated ground in the north rlaTltil;atﬁ\l;;rag
Ipttl;acb “{3?’ added on to the Himalayas in its upheav:l
n the buckiing to which the sediments were subjected th :
gave way at their contact with the original hijﬁ(;e they
rise to aboundary ‘fault,’ Thus, the Himalayas are 1;15;51125

y the vibrating grounc

qobserved during
1s bluish yellow,
du earthquake of

Mediterranean to
the ranges. The
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the south by adding ranges to themselves. The Siwalik hills
(i.e., the hills at Hardwar, Jammu, Kasauli and other places)
constitute the latest addition. Where they abut on the older
range, there is a boundary ‘fault.’ If this history is repeated,
the Indo-Gangetic belt will also be added on to the Hima-
layas; and Calcutta, Benares and Patna may one day become
Simlas or Darjeclings. But there is no fear that this will
happen in the near future. What is clear, however, is the
young Himalaya is growing, and in its growth it gets
fractured. From the Punjab to Assam these dislocations or
“faults’ exist and hence from the Punjab to Assam rock
masses slip underground causing earthquakes.

Seismic disturbances are not confined in India to the
countries situated at the foot of the Himalayas and their
off-shoots—namely Afghanistan, Northern Baluchistan,
Kashmir, Kumaon, Nepal, Assam, and the north-west fron-
tier of Burma. For earthquakes have also been reported
from the Cambay coast, which is a recently elevated
one. Peninsular India is comparatively free from earth-
quakes ; for it is a chip of an old continent that has set—
and set well. Earth tremors have, however, been reported
from the eastern side of the Vellikonda range, Malabar
coast and Travancore. The latter particularly . receives
occasional shocks. The reason suggested is that “the
dynamic process of separation of the chip of the continent
from the parent one has not quite yet ceased.” They say
that earth tremors have become somewhat common at
Mettur. This news is by no means pleasant. It is probable
that the enormous pressure that is being brought to bear
upon the floor of the reservoir is the cause of the phe-
nomenon. The reservoir is said to be the third biggest in
the world with-a spread of 59} miles and a capacity of
93,500 million cubic feet. The water pressure on the dam
has been estimated to be 15 tons per square foot. The
pressure is perhaps sufficient to make the water percolate

~ slowly through the joint planes of rocks that constitute the
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floor of the reservoir. The water entering schistose rocks
may easily bring about small displacement and earth

tremors-  Will such tremors rock the dam foundation ? It
is for the engineers to answer.

There are about 30,000 earthquakes occurring every
year in the world. Of these about 1,500 occur in Japan., In
Great Britain earthquakes are few. According to Davison
ever since 1580, there has been only one casuality in Britain
due to earthquake. Surely a privileged country! In the
1923 earthquake of Japan, about 100,000 people died,
about 100,000 were wounded and the whereabouts of
43,000 was not known. In one place the floor sank 1321
feet ; the sinking was close to an area of uplift of 755 feet.
The total volume of subsidence was roughly 12 cubic miles,
and that of elevation 5 cubic miles. The San Francisco
earthquake of 1906 was in many ways as destructive as
the Japan earthquake. Our Bihar earthquake cannot
therefore be called a severe one and is comparatively milder
than that of the Assam earthquake of 1897.

Engineers all over seismic countries are deeply engaged
in designing structures that would be earthquake-proof. At
Stapdford University types of structures and models of
buildings are tested under conditions similar to those of
earthquake shocks by operating a large shaking table,
The principle of construction is ““ to embody structure that
should be so framed and braced that it will move bodily as
one block with its foundation.” The New Bank of [taly,
and the Mitsin Bank of Tokyo embody constructional prin-
ciples calculated to resist earthquake disasters, Yet, we
must say, Nature remains unconquered,

T. N. MUTHUSWAMI

Economic Internationalism

E have to consider the present world depression in its
relation to the world economic system. In doing this,

we have to take note of the fact that, of the two thousand
million inhabitants of the world, less than one quarter lives
in Europe, one eighth in America, while more than one
half lives in Asia. India- has eight times the population
of Great Britain. Even the United States have only
122,000,000 people to China's 444,000,000, Compared
with these vast territories, the countries of Europe are
quite tiny. Still, European and North American writers
think of their own problems as the only important ones.
They think of themselves as comprising the modern world.
Other countries are destined to be markets and sources of
raw materials for them. They speak as if large scale econo-
mic organisation were characteristic of the world ar}d not
merely of a minority of its inhabitants. In both India and
China industrialism has barely touched the fringe of econo-

‘mic life. Hardly two and a half millions out of India’s

348,000,000 inhabitants are cngaged in large scale industry
or transport. China and Africa are even less industrial-
ised than India. :

From the stand-point of industrial technique, there is
no reason why industrialism should not procqed at a very
rapid rate in these parts. The ncwest machines are now
available to the whole world. The recent fievelgpments in
machinery make it easier to use unskilled indigenous
labour. But there are some non-technical obstacles in the
way, the chief of them being the shortage of indigenous
capital. The favourite method of getting over this diffi-
culty in the last century was by means of foreign capital,
Thus, France, Germany, the Argentine and Australia were
all industrialised to a large extent by external capital, But
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the problem of industrialising such vast countries like Indi:
and China with their dense population and deep poverty is
not quite as easy. No doubt, Western capitalists are pre:
pared up to a point to invest in China and India. The
directors of Western factories have a strong motive for pro-
moting industrialisation in these regions in order to finc
expanding markets for their goods. Cheap labour in thesc
parts has also served in some measure to attract outside
capital. Yet the pace of industrialisation has been very
slow ; for, one essential condition of industrialisation is
that the markets must expand. But the markets cannot
expand until a larger proportion of the inhabitants has been
lifted out of the conditions of primary poverty. There is
thus a vicious circle which can be broken only by a simul-

taneous expansion of production and consumption under a
national plan.

Had the world recognised the brotherhood of man, all
countries would have co-operated in promoting the econo-
mic development of the world. Instead, we have national
jealousies and rivalries on the one hand and the resistance
of the eastern world to imperialist penctration on the other,
checking the investment of capital from overseas. If no
one cared for sectional advantages, by far the greatest
advance could be secured by a tremendous compaign of
industrialisation in India and China. This would keep all
the constructional industries of the West fully employed for
a long time to come. But Economic Imperialism prevents
the fullest utilisation of the possibilities of colonies and
condemns half the world’s inhabitants to an altogether un-
necessary continuance of primary poverty. At every stage
in the world’s history, since the modern economic system
began, there have been tariff barriers and political impedi-
ments to the free movement of trade. Governments and
businessmen have been always thinking in terms of their
own countries and their own industries rather than of the
world or the whole industrial system. As Canan puts it
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humorously, ‘It has long, except in a few isolated parts of
the world, been considered wrcng to eat the foreignqr;
almost everywhere it is now thought wrong to reduce him
to slavery ; if he is of the same colour, it is even thought
wrong to deprive him of his land or other property. But
as yet scarcely any one is ashamed to say that he would be
delighted to tax the foreigner if only he could discover a
way of doing it.” If only countries could merge their
differences and make full use of the technical resources
placed at man's command, the problem of primary poverty
would soon be in sight of solution for a large part of the
world. In evidence of this we might point out that be-
tween 1913 and 1929, while food stuffs and raw materials
increased in the world by 30%, population advanced only
by 11 4%. :

The real problem before us is the reconstruction of the
present economic order in such a way as to_take full
advantage of the technical powers of production. The
existing capitalistic system will have to be built on a
broader basis creating a new world capitalism with a world
stand-point. The outlook for world capitalism is by no
means reassuring ; for our present crisis consists funda-
mentally of the failure of our economic system to addpt
itself to rapidly changing technical forces. The whole
world does constitute one single economic system and
hence it is impossible for prosperity to co-exist for long in.
any part with depression and crisis elsewhere. But, though
the world is one economic unit, it refuses to behave as one.
Twentieth century capitalism is fast destroying such in-
ternationalism as it did possess in the nineteenth century,

. Any one looking back to the nineteenth century
realises that the Industrial Revolution took place in Great
Britain by a historical accident, She obtained a long lead
over others. She made full use of the tremendous opportu-
nities placed within her reach by pushing economic

specialisation to the furthest point, This gave her the
24
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monopoly of the best markets. Besides the high profits
she made out of this, foreign trade rapidly accumulated
her capital resources which gave her the control of econo-
mic development throughout the world, equipping the latter
with clothing, instruments of transport and production,
Great Britain's supreme example of economic specialisation
caused specialisation elsewhere in food and raw materials. A
great system of world inter-dependence slowly grew up
This system of mutual dependence underlay the nincteentl{
century.philosophy of Free Trade. Unfortunately, this did
not long continue. A new industrialism was gro,wincr up
in Germany and the United States in direct 'compet?tion
with Britain on a basis of tariff protection. Long before
1914 Great DBritain had lost her monopoly of world
markets. There were in existence in 1914 world forces
threatening a serious dissolution of the established hap-
mony of the nineteenth century industrial order. That was
why there was a world war.

When Britain enjoyed a monopoly of the world
markets, economists argued that Free Trade was the
right policy for the whole world and for all time. No
doubt, there was a brief period in the middle of the .ninc-
teenth century when all Europe scemed heading for Froe
Trade. But this did not last, and before long countries
came round to the opinion of Friedrich I_ist. \}ery soon
tariff walls rose rapidly. Even countries which formerly
specialised in raw materials and food stuffs adopted tariffs
to build up their manufacturing industries. The world
economic order was becoming more and more unstable
The acceptance of a tariff was the abandonment of the
notions underlying economic harmony and of *“ Laissez
faire.” It was definitely the first step towards the idea of
national economic planning, namely, that the direction of

economic action in a country should be brought under
some form of conscious control.

As long as tariffs are to be the main instruments of
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economic control, they will ncgative any planning on an
international scale, Tariffs treat each nation as an absolute
economic entity enabling each country to follow a purely
selfish policy and to engage in a perpetual economic war-
fare with others. Unless planning is undertaken both on
a national and on an international scale, the conflict of
nationalism is bound to lead the world to economic ruin,
Unrestrained economic nationalism is assuredly a disaster
for most countries and for the world as a whole. It may
be a possible policy for a vast country with large diversi-
fied resources and population. But even such a country
would soon find impassable limits set to its pursuit of
economic nationalism. Aboveall, when once such a country
becomes financially a creditor of others like the United
States, the policy of economic nationalism will be bank-
rupt. The modern world is thus faced with a situation in
which universal free trade is impossible and universal
tariffs that have been adopted as an alternative result in a
disastrous dislocation of the free flow of trade between
countries. The nations will have to reconcile their national
interests and build up an organised world system. Any
policy of national exclusiveness to shelter each country
from the economic blizzard is bound to bring chaos and
collapse.

To any one who looks at the world of the past few
years, the situation is bound to appear ludicrous. There
has been great advance in productive power both in manu-
facture and in agriculture. It has outrun everywhere the
growth of population. It ought to have taken usa long
way towards solving the problem of poverty making the
whole world richer and happier. Instead of that, what do
we find? Raw material and food stuffs are accumulated
beyond measure for want of purchasers. The trouble ig
not that the goods are not required but that the people who
need them cannot afford to buy them, Millions of men and
women are unemployed and thousands of factories are
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standing idle. The world stands aghast at its own product-
tve power. What is the use of scientists devising mecans
of increasing the productive capacity of human labour if
the result is to cause unemployment and distress > Of what
use is it to devise labour-saving machines if they will
throw more people out of work and income ? Things have
reached such a state that the farmer when he sows his
crops has to pray for a bad harvest in order to rescue him
from his financial difficultics. Of course, the answer is that
abundance of goods can never be the cause of our troubles,
and that the fault is not in the bounty of nature or in the
achievements of science, but in our failure to organise

our economic system as to take proper advantage of these

benefits, Evpry aue agrees that there is something serious-
ly wrong with t!

¢ minagement or lack of management of
the world’s cconomic affairs, but as soon as we ask where
the fault lies, we are confronted with sharply divergent
opinions like monetary reform, revision of tariff policies,
universal cancellation of debts and disarmament. To my
mind, the immense possibilitics for Western industry 1n
future lie in the direction of increasing the purchasing
power 1n Asiatic countries. Recently, when Henry Ford

was asked at a dinner what he thought to be the cure for
the trade slump, the |

mufti-millionaire wrote on the table
cloth the numbers, 160-—340—400, meaning thereby that
the future depended on increased comsumption by the 900
million people inhabiting Russia, India and China.,

P, K.
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First Student :—What shall we do now ?

Second Student ;:—Well, T say, let’s toss up. If it's heads, let's go to Roxy
tails, to Neo Komala Vilas; and if it stands on its edge,
then we might think of work,




“The Gondoliers’ in Tamuil

“ THE {7th and 20th of January 1934 will be impor-
tant dates in the history of Tamil dramatic litera-
ture,” declared the Principal of the Presidency College, by
way of expressing his appreciation of the performance of
“Kattai-Vandi,” an opera in Tamil composed by Mr.
K. Swaminathan. The persons who witnessed the opera
on the two days were so delighted that they were almost
beside themselves with joy through the most part of the
play. Venerable old men were transported, women were
excited, and children were spell-bound. The opera is a
translation of the “ Gondoliers " by Gilbert, but the Tamil
words chosen by Mr. Swaminathan were so effective that
they appeared winged, and quivered with life. It was
almost difficuit to believe that the opera was a translation,
English has long made the distinction sharp between
the drama and the opera. Eachof these subserves a special
purpose and is not permitted to overlap the other. The spirit
of each is distinctive. The opera is a fantasy or extra-
vaganza, it is purely comical or even farcical in essence.
The opera is music through and through, while the drama
is all conversation, Men go to the opera to abandon
themselves to the transports of the music and the broad
comical farce. The operais a dream, while the drama is a
reality. The Englishman who is thoroughly familiar with
the popular Gilbertian product must watch with more than
ordinary interest the turn that a Tamil translation gives
to it
It is notable that Gilbert has given almost all his operas
a foreign background. This must have afforded him as
much convenience in writing his fantasies, as Illyria or -
Bohemia to Shakespeare in writing his romantic stories.
Gilbert fills his operas with plenty of satire which carries ng
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bitterness with it, because it is so broad.
of rich possibilities. The gondoliers are associated with a
novel kind of vehicle of locomotion and look most promis-
ing for romantic associations. Indeed, if what modern
writers like D. H, Lawrence have said about them is true,
they are an object of romantic attraction to women even in
the remoter parts of Europe. It is not surprising that the
peasant women should hold a festival in honour of these
heroes, when the gondoliers choose their brides from them.
‘Two of them are more exalted than the rest and the women
agree to let them have the first choice before all others.

After the two have chosen, a summary method is adopted
for the choice of partners for aj] others.

The two leading gondoliers—true princes among
them —~revel in their good fortune. Their idyllic happi-
ness is, however, disturbed by the disclosure that one
of them is really the prince of Barataria. When the
Grand Inquisitor speaks in concern for the Duke
whose daughter is betrothed to the prince, the gondoliers
protest their ultra-republican principles, but the moment
they learn that one of themselves is really a prince,
their opinions suffer a great change. A king who could
abolish taxes and make gondoliers prosperous should be
thoroughly welcome to them. So they are induced to
assume the joint monarchy in Barataria, agreeing to leave
behind their newly married wives, The gondolicrs’ ideal
republic is not the least centertaining of those imaginary
pictures conceived by men since Gonzalo’s time, for equality
in it is stated in terms like these :

The story is full

The Noble Lord who rules the State
The Noble Lord who cleans the plate

The Noble Lord who scrubs the grate
They all shall equal be|

‘The sadness of the women obli

, ged to part from their
newly married husbands, th

€ injunctions they lay on them
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to secure their fidelity to themselves, an_d the_1r arrival 11r;
the kingdom or Barataria prompted b}{ impatience are al

incidents of low comedy.- The same impression is conti-
nued when it is revealed that the prince of Barataria
has been betrothed already to the daughter of t.hg
Duke of Plaza-Toro. The existence of an alregdy marrie

wife disturbs the happiness of cach of'the married couples,
and it irritates the wives, who swear in most brqtal ter.m?
to take revenge on the unwanted sharer of their marita
e The most amusing character in the p]ay i§ the Duke of
Plaza-Toro, a vain and pompous fool with h}s termagant
and vainer Duchess. He tries to sustain his 1(3wn
importance somewhat in the ‘manner of Caleb Ba her&
stone. While just a baby, his daughter was betrothe

to the prince of Barataria, also a bal?y. then. The pfmtll(;e'
had been carried away by the solicitous care Ob' €
Grand Inquisitor, and entrusted to agon_doller for t?mcgl
reared. Casilda, the daughter of the Duke, is now appns;

of all this story. She has already begun to love Luxz, ,tle
drummer-boy in attendance on the Duke, She is éceert; y
excited to know the young man to whom she stanbs f(:-
trothed and she is also tickled in a high degree by the
prospect of her assuming royalty.

The crisis of the play is re_act}ed in the intense suspense
which fills every one of the principal characters when they
expect to know who the true king of Barataria is.
Casilda fears the prospect of her having to sever the
bond of affection for Lluz_, a.n(_i the two gonc}ollers and
their wives have similar misgivings. The comic character
of the opera is well su'stamed. by the reve}atlon of the
secret that Luiz himself is the king of Barataria.

An opera is not to be j.udged by the standards of a
serious drama, It does not, like the drama, pretend to hold
the mirror up to nature. Itg at_tractolon l'le.s In 1ts extra-
vagance. Full of melodramatic situations, it is light-hearted
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in Spiri.t. .The very absurdities and grotesque situations
occurring in the opera are productive of pleasure to the
audience. Pure music cannot tickle the audience, but
music blended with words that arrest attention makes an
instant appeal. The effective opera is lively and animating,
and the minds of the audience are floated lightly over the
waves of music. It is no small achievement in an author to
concerve, create and execute an effective story in a manner
yvh1ch blends happily with the true spirit of the opera. It
is the glory of Gilbert’s genius to have succeeded in this.
Novy for the Tamil translation. The Kattaivandi,-
the: springless, age-old means of transport, does not
claim the romantic associations of the gondola, but it
h_as the distinction of being a survival from ancient
times. The contrast which it presents to modern develop-

ments amounts to an amusement, and this was availed of

by the Tamil translator. The bandy-wallah is a jolly per-
son having the simplest outlook on life. That he should
be ever called upon to fill the office of kingship is beyond
the dreams of avarice, and when he is made to work out a
scheme qf polity, his ways become naturally most amusing-
In the blind excesses of the democratic spirit people forget
the. natural distinction between the different classes of
society. ‘The Tamil translator has picked up his illustra-
tions suitably from Indian society. For instance, the
woman of the highest grade is the lady-like practiser on
the Veena, while the lowest is the woman who handles
cow-dung and makes cakes out of it for fuel. Instead
of the Grand Inquisitor, the Tamil version has the head

of a religious house, the Kasi-Puri Pandarasannadhi, and

the conversion of the king of Barataria to the Wesleyan
Church in the English play has its analogue in the losé, of
caste by touchmg the untouchable in the Tami play. The
. Duke of Plaza-Toro undergoes the most enjoyable trans-

formation into a Tamil Raja who lives by the arts of

cheating, which he practises on society in different forms.
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The domestic life of the Raja is yet more amusing. The
author has introduced a powerful satire on the tendencies
of the modern Indian woman in this context. The con-
ventional standards of the relations between man and
woman have in the past been so oppressive on the latter
that the reaction in the opposite direction must naturally
run to an extreme. The peasant women who become the
wives of the leading cartmen, declaring their own high
sense of wifely duty, take occasion to run down the modern
woman, who plays no useful part at home, but goes to clubs

and shops, plays games and is anxious to be reputed as

Mrs. So and So.

The success of the Tamil translation is chiefly due
to the allusion to the intimate details of modern life in this

- country, to the foolish democratic desire to level all intel-

lectual distinctions, to the frauds practised on society by
pretentious men, and to the danger of women losing
the balance of their outlook in the intoxication of their first
adoption of the principles of Western freedom. The things
that make an audience happy in the theatre are not neces-
sarily the highest aspects of the dramatic art ; in fact, the
low and grotesque makes a more immediate appeal. And jt
is a great thing for a playwright to know how to carry the
audience with him. Mr. Swaminathan has very well
succeeded in this as well as in the higher art.

To look at the complete happiness of the audience at
the college performances would make one infer that the
cpera is the thing for the people of this country at present.
The only way of enlisting popular feeling on the side of a
new dramatic movement seems to lie in exploring for the
present the untold possibilities of the opera. Mr. Swami-
nathan has helped to teach actors and audiences that music
on the stage should not be a superfluous ornament as it is
on the South Indian stage, but must blend with a vital
meaning in the words. He has imitated and parodied in the
opera many diverse tunes current in the country now,

25



192 The Presidency College Magaszine, Madras
While the effect of this is naturally to put an end to
promiscuous or inappropriate exercise of the tunes, it is also
?)n ex}Elglrtatlon for the artistic composition of T aﬁlil num-
Of?rtst.1 : e comman.d of words and the facility in the practice

le language are obviously due more to the exercise of
poetic numbers than of serious prose. Mr. Swaminathan's
?ﬁ)eerlz risg ltlggzefogleha dlstiqct stifmulus to the development of

lage. e creation of a i il1

necessarily a great impetus to I;(I)lgulaacfvi;acifnlenn;r ?)‘fmtllf
lan‘guage, and that is where the significance of the :
of "~ Kattai-Vandi” lies. e

But an opera is after alla i
. p n entertainment of the ligh
fégih\i\{é rrrll(\)lts)lt ntt)tt{lorgel‘i there is a higher dramatic ide%l ttf;
est thoughts of a people ma i
‘ . y find reflection
;)r? él;z mb;tagef We want creative artists who can present
in drama 1?_f0rmhs.ome of the great truths characteristic of
the socia thl e \g 1cb we see around us in this country
dmm; Buft:I:)ve e glvir} tous to speak of our nationai
ama. cannot ignore, in the meanwhil
) e, the g
value of such successful experiments as * Kattai-\thid% ?at

P. R. KrisunNAswAMI

The Girl who won the Prize
in Domestic Science

e MY dear girl, we'll get a “ carrier’ meal and be done
with all the bother.”

“1 simply can’t stand for two consecutive days the best
hotel food in Madras. It makes me sick!”

“Then I will engage a cook. After all, it is only for
a month.”

“ That's just the reason why Iinsist on my cooking. I
know what you think of me. You think I am a dressed up
doll, a mere ornamental commodity, incapable of any prac-
tical utility in the house.”

“ No, no, no -+ "

“Yes, yes, ves. And because I happen to be an
Honours graduate, you think I love to lounge the whole day
in a chair with a book in hand. You are entirely mistaken,
my dear. I am as much interested in house-keeping as any

- other housewife whose only solace is the home.”

“1 do not, for a moment, question your interest in
house-keeping, but...... "

« And I can’t allow any waste in the house when it
could be prevented. I have not studied Domestic Economy
in vain. A cook means a lot of waste.”

“1 know you are the very ideal of economy where
your dress and toilet are not concerned, but can you really
cook ? 1 have asked you many times to observe at least
mother cooking but you never did. I wonder what you
know of that art.”

“Oh! is that your fear ? Cooking is a science, not an
art. 1 won the first prize in Domestic Science and obtained
the largest number of marks for cooking (practical) in my
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High School classes. T have still preserved those precious
notes of Meenambal on Domestic Science and with the help

of those I can prepare a thousand delicacies never even
heard of by you.”

“Iknow all that. You don’t expect me to forget so
soon what your mother mentioned with indulgent pride as
your greatest achicvement at school. Still...”

“If you still doubt, I take it that you lack confidence
in me. If you are so incredulous about my skill, I will go
to my father and you can have your own wav here.”

" Don't be angry, darling ; what I object to is ..”

“I am not angry; I am perfectly serious. Umh! I
want none of your cajoling.”

“ All right, all right. Have your own way then.”

Immediately Kamala’s face beamed with joy.

" That’s a darling. Wait and see what delicious dishes

youll have tomorrow. Let us first cast the budget. Get
me a pencil and paper.”

2

For the first time after we married we were left alone.
My mother, who stayed with us these three years, left that
evening for a change, promising to return in a month, and
Kamala thus became the sole mistress of the house, and I,
being a loyal member, dared net contradict her decision in
her realm on principle. So I had to lend a hand whenever
she wanted me.

Even the Chancellor of the Exchequer, casting the
budget ot his stricken country in the days of economic
depression, when England went off the gold standard, could
not have wasted so much of valuable thought as Kamala
did that night over our domestic budget. At last, it was
successful and balanced, With a great sacrifice on her
part, she set aside only Rs. 75 that month for her dress and
toilet out of an uncertain income of Rs, 325, as a great
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amount was to be invested on the apparatus required for
cooking. Not that there were no utensils in our house before,
but they did not suit Kamala's requirements, being so
different in shape and capacity from those she used in the
laboratory. ‘‘ After all, it's not a waste,” she added, * for
your mother is not going to live for ever, and I must take
permanent charge of the kitchen one day, and then anyhow
I shall require them.” I could not deny the truth of that
statement.

One full hour was spent in calculating with the assist-
ance of the invaluable notes of Miss Meenambal, by Simple
Proportion, the provisions required for 2z persons for
a month (the number 23 includes an occasional guest,
who, Kamala told me, could be taken, according to Domestic
Science, as  a member per day.)

‘““There might be some provisions left over from last
month. You didn't take them into account” I said,

“We'll begin afresh. 'We'll give them away.”

“Is that the ‘ sound economy’ taught in your school ?”

“You needn’t be ironical. Well, then, get me their exact
weights and volumes and subtract them from thp quantities
given here and ask Ponnuswami to get the remainder only.”

““ You want me to doall that!”

# 0Of course, you must help me. A husband must
always help a wife.”

“I can’t do that. We shall keep them as they are until
mother returns. You proceed with your budget.”

The compromise was accepted.

The cost of sumptuous meals for 2; individuals for a
month, according to Kamala’s budget, amounted to Rs. 95,
‘That was nearly twice what I gave to my mother within
which sum she not only fed us to satiation, but managed to

ive regularly some tiny present to Kamala every month
%was staggered at the budget cast according to ‘ Domestic
Science’ N | o
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3

Tor the first time in the last few years, I got up at half
past five on that fateful Monday morning. Kamala got up
an hour later and we began tidying up the house. For-
tunately I had no clients that day, as I had finished my
business with them the previous day, and was prepared to
devote three hours to help Kamala, though she promised
me that everything would be over in an hour. The appa-
ratus required was ready—a spring balance (a compromise
for the physical balance she used in her laboratory), a pair
of tongs, a thermometer, cooking utensils, a glass mortar
and pestle, a jug of water, an alarum clock a measuring jar,
provisions and vegetables.

The first item in our programme was preparing rice,
Kamala had Miss Meenambal’s notes open before her so that
there might not be any possibility of a mistake. She placed
2 vessel containing two pints of water on the stove and bade
me add rice at a temperature of 100°C, keep stirring it for
nineteen minutes, then close it, and set it down. I obeyed
the instructions to the very letter. At the end of the fine-
teenth minute, seeing that the rice had boiled to a very
gelatinous paste, I set the alarum working. Kamala ran to
me, understood in a glance what had happened, and seeing
that the mistake did not lie with me, glanced over the notes
once again. I too peeped in. We had followed the notes to
the very letter. I looked at her, she and looked at me, and we
both looked at the rice, our morning’s achievement.

“ Perhaps...” I was just beginning to explain.

“Oh!Isee. You ought not to have heated it to such
a high temperature. It must be boiled below 200°C. At
this temperature, which will be about 270°C., you ought to
have allowed it to boil only for three-fourths of the time.”
The fault, as usual, was mine.
We tried again. This time, for fear of the same experi-
ment being repeated, at the end of the calculated time I
closed my eyes, put the lid on and set the vessel down.
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It would be tiresome to narrate in detail the whole pro-
cess of our cooking that day. I shall satisfy myself with
giving a few extracts from Miss Meenambal’s notes which
we followed to the very letter.

1. Cabbage-Curry : $1b. of minced cabbage to be added to
water at 80°C. and kept for 73 minutes. Filter off the water
and roast the residue (onions to taste) in 8 gms. of ghee,
chilie powder % a gm. and table salt § gm. (Lemon juice or
tamarind juice to taste).

N.B. A second variety can also be prepared by boiling together dhal
and cabbage and adding, when roasting, spices and cocoanut scrapings.

We preferred the former,

2. Sambar : 3 lb. of vegetables to be boiled in two pints
of tamarind water of density 1.5 nearly. Add 15 gms. of
boiled dhal and boil for 15 minutes. Salt 6 gms., chilie
powder 4 gms., spices to taste.

3. Rasam: To two pints of tamarind water (Sp. Gr.
1.2) add 5 gms. of boiled dhal. Boil for 10 minutes. Salt
4% gms., chilie powder 17 gm., spices to taste.

These items and a chutney completed the menu for
dinner, and it took exactly three hours to prepare them. I
was very hungry and in a great hurry to get off, when we
sat at the table at ten o’clock. Kamala served with jubilant
hands hoping to spring a surprise on me; but I was
cynical. We began eating. S

The rice was little better than paste. I carried a little
curry to my mouth, and for all the world could not make
out its taste. It was neither bitter, sour, nor insipid. Itwas
all these combined. The Sambar and Resam were of a quality
which even the worst hotel in Madras cannot produce. [
never tasted the like in my life, nor ever hope to, unless
I repeat the folly of sitting again to a scientifically prepared
dinner. I made a pretence of eating and looked at Kamala,
She was equally ill at ease and trying to conceal it,

“ How do they taste ?” she queried,
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“Oh! superb,” 1 exclaimed and made a miserable
attempt at laughing.

“Then, why don’t you eat ?”

“Why don’t you cat ? ’

That smashed the dam and the flood gates were thrust
open. Kamala was in tears. " Iknow I am to blame,” she
began.

“ Not at all, darling, it was all my fault. I didn’t follow
vour instructions well.  'We'll try again this evening with
greater SUccesS...... It's time for me to go,” I said and
hurried away.

4

When I returned home for lunch at 3 o’clock wi
full stomach (for I had gone to a coffee-house at 2) Kansglg
was waiting for me with various dishes of sweets and
savouries on the table. At the sight of these and the
pinched and hungry looks of Kamala, my guilty stomach
sank into my shoes. We men are really selfish.” I had my
lunch without a_thought for Kamala. What admirable
though vain foolish creatures, women are! Thus with a
conscience not very clear and a stomach not at all light, I
kept her company so that she might not suspect me. f?,y
the time we finished, my wife was very anxious to get a
‘ carrier’ meal from Nikomas.

* But you can’t stand it ; it will make you sick,” I said,

“If you say that again, I'll shut your mouth,” she said
raising her little hand.

My mother, on her return, was surprised, but extremely
pleased to see the new set of cooking utensils. In fact she
said she was about to ask me to buy one. But a greater
surprise to her was the new recruit in the kitchen, the prize-
girl in Domestic Science. Of course, we took great care not
to give her the slightest hint of our adventure, hiding

in a safe place the th‘ermometer, the spring balance, the pair

of tongs and other "apparatus’ bought for the prize-girl
and mother thinks it is all due to Kamala’s earnestpness g)at
she now spends an hour every day in the kitchen with her.

M. R, V. Krisyna Rag
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On Writing for the Mags

HIS isanage of manias—an age when even the most
common-sense philosophers fall easy victims to
Anglo-mania, cross-word mania, race mania and a thousand
other manias. It is no wonder that some have gone crazy
about writing for the mags ; if such a great man as Segrave
should break his neck for such a small thing as speed I
don’t see anything absurd about this. But when it happens
that most of these aspirants are innocent of any aptitude
for journalism, we must admit that the world is a bit out of
joint. Anyway, it is a fact that the fever is abroad ;and the
disastrous result is that every third man you meet in the
street is either an assistant editor, a short-story writer or a
lighter-vein-versifier. |
The reason is not far to seek. The desire to break
into print is innate in man; it is something like the desire
to fall in love or the desire to peer into a passing auto. It
is not at all strange that the average man is susceptible to
this temptation. Some of the world’s strongest minds
have been no better. Every school-boy knows what Gari-
baldi said when he was outlawed with a price on his head :
“It was the first time he had the pleasure of seeing his
name in print!” I know of a certain gentleman, a retired
civilian (and that is saying a great deal) who, just for “ the
pleasure of seeing his name in print,” contributes something
between four annas and one rupee to every public charity ;
provided, of course, the parties concerned publish a printed
list of the donors. This desire is but an innocent one. The
why of it we are not concerned with ; that is for the philo-
sopher and the psychologist. This much is unquestionable ;
it has nothing to do with vanity or self-advertisement.
There is something magical, something transmutative,
about printer's ink. It is unsurpassed in its elevating
26
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effects, except by “country gin.” It lifts the mediocre
above the common herd ; and like the poet’s pen it gives to
the airy nobody a local habitation and a name,

But to onc who has had a try at it, writing for the
mags is by no means an agrecable job. 1t is rather a tire-
some business—the sort that tells upon your patience and
gets on your nerves.  The main difficulty is that you can’t

write while you think, and you can’t think while you write. .

And if by some strange miracle, you are confident that
you can sct your brains and your pen in simultancous
motion, 1t happens that your pen has lost its cap or your
room-mate his temper. Again it is cxpedient that what
you write must be of the lighter kind: for these are days
when the reader has found out, after all, that a broad joke
1s something more enjoyable than a grey thought, when
even the oldest of men with the bluest of spectacles try their
hand at “ side-splitters”—more often fumbling after
the ludicrous or the vulgar. It is a hard thing, writing
for the mags—and writing successfully ; the magazine-
reader’s palate is something that needs very skilful catering.

In spite of these stumbling-blocks, however, the task
has also its brighter side.  Just imagine what your feelings
are when, after months of waiting, your Penelopi:m
patience is rewarded with a publication. There lies your
work in print, for the world to read and admire and adore
—with your name at its head or taill  You are transported
with joy ; your imagination brims with ideas of future
greatness. You feel one with the glorious galaxy of by-
gone worthies. You think your skit will go down to
posterity as your “work,” and critics will hover about it
like bees about a malass.  You think it will find its way to
cvery salon, boudoir and chimney-corner. You think it
will shield your name against the ravages of Time. (Pity
you can’t say that with the same certainty about worms 1)
You think, in a word, it will be an achievement. an asset. a
monument! How far these thoughts are true, how far these
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dreams are realized, it is better not to discuss. (Heaven
knows there is many a worthy production finding its
way to the scrap-heap and thence to oblivion—without the
privilege of a perusal.) But they are sweet thoughts and
lofty dreams that serve to cheer up and lighten the labour
of the amateur writer—fishing for rhymes, chasing after
slippery phrases and looking heavenward for ideas that
have a way of never coming. Indeed, the joy which hefeels
when his attempt sees the light of day is worthy of a poet’s
pen ; child-like, if not childish in its innocence, it has at
once the tender eagerness of the emancipated mother and
the unconscious pride of the sculptor who has made a
precise counterpart of himself.

So much for the exultation when the contribution does
appear in print. Against this must be set down the gloom
of failure —the reaction which sets in when the “ produc-
tion" is returned with thanks. To the young enthusiast
dreaming of posthumous reputation and a decent box-seat
among the literateurs of the world, these words are, in-
deed, a home-thrust. His plans that soar to earth fall;
his aerial castles tumble down with a tumultous crash.
His hopes and dreams are scattered to the winds. But he
is not prepared to acknowledge defeat. He curses the
editor to his heart’s content. He judges him incompetent
to weigh the merits of his work. He takes it into his head
that the whole world is in a conspiracy against him; he
defies the whole world! He fancies himself a martyr; he
glories in the thought ; and just in the fashion of a martyr
he smiles through his agonies—as much as to say,
“ Forgive them, Lord, they know not what they do.” But
the limit of desperate pessimism is ‘optimism; and the
martyr is soon transformed into a bouncing optimist.

Neither the difficulties of writing for the mags,
unpleasant after-cffects of failure have deterred 1
aspiring to journalistic distinction. And not a
but fresh competitors are th}-own into the fiel
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out of a pomegranate. Itis equally wonderful what cheap
success some of these dabblers achieve. Men who cannot
tell the difference between a sonata and a sonnet to save
their souls are hailed as “poets”; people who can’t
definitely say whether Addison dealt in bicycles or in
literature are presented as “ essayists ”  and their ‘ skits”
are advertised as chefs-de-oeuvre ; men whose knowledge of
Poe is restricted to Monte Viso and the Adriatic find them-
selves labelled as ““ storyists.” “It is a strange world,” as
somebody said to somebody else. )

A word in conclusion about that personage who has to
bear the brunt of this universal craze for magazine immorta-
lity—I mean the editor. His business must perhaps be the
painfullest on earth. If youhave ever had a look at an
editor’s table, you would admit it. Left tomyself, I would
think twice before I would accept an editorship (if one were
offered me). Imagine his tribulations | Contributions—and
the liberty to send in contributions has been abused to the
utmost possible extent—pouring down from all the corners
of the earth! His table, his waste-paper basket—and
himself most of all—groan literally under the weight of
MSS. In my honest opinion, if Madame Socrates had offered
her husband a busy editorship instead of wasting so much
of good water, she would have brought him to her way of
thinking, in spite of all his stony Stoicism. Such are the
editor’s troubles, Itishis duty to please everybody : he
must please the subscribers, the contributors, the publishers
—in a word, every blessed soul on carth. He must
act the connoisseur, the hack, the business-man,—and *the
detective! The world, as a rule, takes pleasure in cavilling;
nor does it leave the magazine editor alone, If he does this
—he's blundered; ifhedoes that—blundered again. O World!
Think of an editor's woes and view him with charity.
Uneasy lies the hand that wields the editorial pen!

P. 8. NaTARA] SARMA,

The Modern Short Story

HE Short Story is, at its best, an epigram, a moment

of illumination. We may say it bears the same rela-

tion to the novel as the lyric to the narrative poem, or the

parable to the whole gospel. A parable is a fragment of

truth, but a significant fragment. The short story is a
significant fragment of life.

As a form of art the short story is concentrated and
has a technique of its own. Because it is concentrated,
every word has to be significant, organic, essential. ’The
progress of the story must be even and controlled, strictly
avoiding anything non-essential. [t must march towards
a climax steadily, allowing the reader no leisure, no oppor-
tunity to stop on the road and look around. If the author
allows the reader to linger by non-essentials, he will d’efeat
his own object. Again the author needs t.he reader’s co-
operation, just as the composer OF dramatist does. The
short story is so smalland so h}ghly c‘parged that, qnless
the reader is swiftly intelligent, impressible and emotional,
the author cannot hope to sucgeed. Finally, as phere 1S NoO
time for siege, and as assault is rarely allowable in art, the
reader must be prepared to surrender.

The short story is not a novel in a nut-shell. Itisof a
different species. A really gqod shqrt story has.a concen-
tration which gives it a certain quality of intensity. This
we rarely find in a novel of the same length. Fgr instance,
in Kipling's story “ Without the B@neﬁt of the Llergy » the
pathos of Ameera’s story 1s so intense, because it is so
direct and simple and, above all, sustained, as it could only
be in a short story.

However we do not always meet the short story at its
best. There seems to be an artistic and valuable. type
for which the fiction editor has a high regard, but which he
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does not usually publish. It is only the average sort that is
found in the popular magazines. If we examine the average
magazine story, we shall find that it is symmetrically
plan{xed, the various parts of the story have a fixed sym-
metrical proportion to one another—a mechanical virtue
which the. truly literary short story often lacks. While
the magazine short story has less to say, it gencrally says it
better. It is business-like, far quicker to get to the point and
bet.ter‘ handled in the all-important matter of communication.
Th}S is because it is obliged to consider the reader at every
point. Moreover, it belongs to a recognised type and has
plenty of model.s. It owes its merits to the very qualities
that most mercilessly give it its defects. It is written to
p?ease others. So it must have nothing that will shock or
disturb the average middle or working class man who will

read it. The requisites for such a story are orthodoxy, |

reaction to commonplace experience, and conformity to
public opinion. It is said of one of R. E. Coppard’s stories
that, When ‘it was offered for publication, the editor refused
it saying : “ Here is one of the finest things that have been
in thls: office for the last ten years. But I can’t print it.
What'’s this ? The characters are officials letting a man be
hanged when they know he isn’t guilty | I can’t print that
In a popular magazine. Public opinion wouldn’t stand it
for a moment.” The average short story writer does not
often produce such a story, and the editor can hardly be

blam?d for refusing to take a chance on a thing whose
reactions he cannot foresee.

stor;}insottl};ell thllpg very necessary for the magazine short

" € quality of escape. All events must end in the
ultimate happiness of the central figures. The story must
present no problem that is not solved to the complete
satisfaction of the reader, however unusual that solution
may appear at a second glance, The hero may perform prodi-
gies of valour and daring, because that would merely fulfil

the day-dreams of the very ordinary, commonplace readey

“The Modern Short Story 205

who does not notice the falsification of values involved and
wants to be taken out of himself for a few moments, rather
than think out the problem that the author states. The
worst of the magazine story is this utter falsification of
values.

Whom are we to blame for the position of the magazine
short story? Not the author. When a man's art is his
livelihood, heis led into over-production and repetition of
the thing that has been found successful. We can hardly
blame the literary critic. If he neglects the short story, it
is because he feels that to neglect it is really the truest

kindness. Often the story is too worthless, although it

distracts the mind for a few moments.
The fact is, the position of the short story depends on

~ the public taste and knowledge. These move slowly, but

they do move. More people read Meredith now than in
his own time. As people read and compare and grow in
experience, their taste in literature is improved. All the
same, if the author with a serious criticism of life should
enter the popular field, it would be a good thing for the
public as well as a training for himself. There are some
modern authors who are regular contributors to the popular
magazines and are yet good artists—Michael Arlen, P. G.
Wodehouse, Stacy Aumouoir, Katherine Mansfield and
Rudyard Kipling. Aldous Huxley, though rather ‘‘high
brow,” has a reputation that makes his short stories
respected. Bennet, Wells and Galsworthy are no worse
craftsmen for having contributed to popular magazines.
The earliest influences on the short story were those of
Poe and Hawthorne. Poe had a wild, undisciplined, morbid.
genius ; his stories are rich in suggestion, they are veritable
incendiaries of the imagination. Oscar Wilde and Steven-
son have each at least one short story in his manner,
Kipling began to write stories for the Allghabad Pioncer
which showed his capacity for suggestion. He described
the shape and smell of things and so rendered them vivid
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and convipcing to the reader. And he brought so much
new material and created so many life-like and pleasing
characters that the general reader took to him instantly.
He. presents an acceptable sct of values and tells a tale with
SWlftness, §kill, economy and conviction. His Anglo-
Indian stories produced an impression that has largely
worn out to-day, because thev became a formula with him
and he bec;upe intoxicated with his formula. He lapses into
a facxl; Scr}tlxnentality that spoils the tale often for an adult
regder. Convenient emotions are attributed to characters
without any artistic appropriateness, and unfortunately a
good deal qf our popular literature is suffering from this in-
ﬂuer}ce. 1t s, however, only fair to Kipling tosay that some
E)‘f his stories are wonderful, like the “ Jungle Book ” and
The Ship that found herself,” and they have influenced the
literature of the world. In the last twenty years of the
century, short stories have come from Kipling, Henry
James, Barrie, Conrad, Quiller-Couch, Jacobsl> ’ Wells
Barry Pain, etc. Wells has had a certain inﬂ’uence on
popular fiction, and his little handicapped men struggling
and conquering against the odds of organised society arez
wholesome subject for the ponular short story. )
Others who have increased the scope and possibilities
of the short story are D. H. Lawrence and Katherine
Mansfield. They have enlarged its nervous sensibility and
made it more highly strung, made it express more, from
the directness and intensity of their personal z{ttack
Lawrence made it a medium for his peculiar philosophy thaé
a man’s actions are governed, not by his intellect or emo-
tions, but a strange sort of nervous force that is neither the
one nor the other, but is akin to both. His peculiar method
of presentation is being imitated to-day by authors who
have not his intensity or genius. Katherine Mansfield’s
work has a unique power of feeling, of intensity. It is as
if she always looked on the world with the heightened
sensibility, the eager appetite for sights and sounds of one
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who is shortly to leave it all. Her work was almost her
religion, it was her mystery. A year before her death she
wrote : A bad spell has been on me. I have begun two
stories, but then told them and they felt betrayed.” All
that she wrote shines with this peculiar vision, and one
effect her stories have on the reader’s mind is that the world
is suddenly seen to be teeming with situations which she
could have utilised. In “ The Doll’s House,” a story of
little snobs in the making, it is the lamp on the table of
the little house that works the whole up to a point, “ The
Life of Ma Parker,” is the story of an old work-worn char-
woman who has just buried her grand-child. She has
borne sorrow all through her life and now feels that she
must weep, break down at last. She leaves the flat and
goes into the street to look for a place where she may hide
her sorrow. But there is nowhere to go. The climax is
here at the end. * There was nowhere,” and the whole
story is so pitched up that the emotional content of the
last three words is unbearable. Katherine Mansfield’s
death was a great loss to literature. There are other authors
who have her technical skill, but her personal, individual
vision was her own and no one else’s. And now it is gone.

The organisation of the short story is a matter for
great technical skill. O. Henry, whose influence on
American and English fiction has been consjderable, and
Kipling are master hands in the handling of their material.
O. Henry's work was brilliantly presented, but with a
commonplace outlook. His story * The Gifts of the Magi”
is artistic and beautifully put, but ““The Last Leaf”

~ combines with technical perfection a flaccid sentimentality

which he has bequeathed to his successors in the short story-

He has an easy and natural handling of dialogue. By the

way, dialogue is the briefest and best form of character

drawing. For example, in one of Maupassant's stories a

girl says to aman: “ Sometimes you took like a cat that

is just going to jump on a person.” In one line of dialogue
27
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we get an instantaneous picture of the man and a glimpse
into the mind of the girl. Again, the printed dialogue
must give the same impression as a spoken one. But if the
atmosphere is false, the brilliance of the dialogue is worth
nothing. This is why some people cannot read Oscar
Wilde.

The short story has a definitely dramatic quality. In
fact the tense cmotional moment which the climax should
create is more dramatic than literary. Of course the climax
neced not be onc of action. It may exist purely in the
mental life of the chief character. That depends on the
type of story. It may be a detective story, or humorous, or
adventure, or purely domestic, or supernatural. The form
is flexible and sometimes the only suitable one. For
example, a novel on the later years of Pontius Pilate would
be a very difficult business. But Anatole France manages
it by means of a conversation between two old Roman
officers, one of whom depends for his claim to remembrance
on the very incident he cannot remember, the punishment
of the Jewish demagogue The name will not come back
to his memory. Finally he says: [ cannot remember it.”

The novel is a satisfaction, the short story is a
stimulus. The characters in a short story stand in a frame,
the characters in a novel stand, as it were, out of the frame.
The novelist gives more and asks less. The reader has the
information and is satisfied. But the artist of the short story
turns our thought inward, he disturbs, he makes us think.

RosHEN Mirza.

Second Thoughts on the Final Test

FACED by a really superior team on the one hand and

suffering from many accidental disadvantages on the
other, the Indian team in the final Test was doubly handi-
capped. From the faulty management of the Cricket Board
of Control, through Nissar’s ill-health and Nazir Ali’s
sprained leg and Naoomal’s injury to the losing of the toss,

it is a sad story throughout. No wonder India has lost the
match by a wide margin of 202 runs.

But the English won the Test not only because their
opponents were in a much worse position than themselves,
but also because of their own sheer superior play. It mustbe
admitted that Jardine is a great captain who had at his
command a wonderful array of excellent batsmen and
bowlers. In Verity, Clark, Nichols and Langridge he had
all the various types of bowling that were essential to the
winning of a match. In Bakewell, Walters, Mitchell,
Barnett and himself he had various types of ideal bats-
manship. Just compare the splendid opening which Bake-
well and Walters made in the first innings with that of the
poor performance of our opening pair and see the pathetic
contrast between the two. No doubt Naoomal was hurt ;
but that doesn’t explain what followed afterwards.

What strikes one at the outset in comparison of the
relative powers of the two teams is the inferior fielding of
the Indians and the far superior fielding of the Englishmen.
The former seem to be lazy in their places with a kind of
melancholic indifference that does not care for what is
happening around. Singles were slowly allowed to become
fours, catches were promptly placed on the ground, and
bye-runs admitted. Exceptions no doubt must be made with
regard to men like the Yuvaraja (who was advertised, how-
ever, only as a good bat but an indifferent field), C. S, and
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C. K. Nayudu and Wazir Ali. But even these at times
became lazy. How different was the English fielding! Men
covered each other, and no unnecessary runs were allowed.

The Mitchell-Verity combination passed, of course, all the
bounds of criticism.

The cheap and quick fall of the English wickets, in the
first innings after lunch was a remarkable phenomenon. In
view of the first wicket century stand between Bakewell and
Walters, all people were reminded of the colossal score
which the M. C. C. had only very recently piled up against
all-Madras, and were afraid that events might repeat them-
selves ; but they were never prepared for this turn of events.
Amar Singh, who was bowling very well, but to no effect,
before one o’clock, suddenly became powerful after lunch,
while Amarnath vied with him in his grab after victims.

They raised great hopes and restored confidence in the
home team.

Jardine justified his name of the *“ Rock of Gibraltar "
by his masterly innings which came as a timely rescue to
his team. He literally clung to his wicket and refused
to move. He played on doggedly and though he scored
slowly, he played very stylishly. But for Jardine and

Verity that day, the English would have had an exciting
run the next three days.

It is very sad that the Indian cricket fortunes, not only
in Madras but in all the places previously, should always
have been riveted on the head of a single individual, Major
Nayudu. A successful day for the Major meant a sure win
for his side; a bad day for him meant an ignominious
defeat. It was so at Bombay ; it was so in Calcutta: and

it was so in Madras., As fate would have it, Nayudu
failed to succeed in all the Tests,

The first innings of the Indians in the final Test brought
neither glory to thq team in general nor credit to any one
in particular, India whole was dismissed for a meagre
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total of 145, Dilawar played well; and so also Merchant.
Major Nayudu got out through no fault of his own; and
that such an accident should happen when he was actually
settling down for some big score is really one of the most
tragic scenes of the Final Test.

The English second innings, though it contribute,d
much to their victory, was really very uneventful.. Waltey S
masterly century which combined perfect techmque w1t.h
flawless art, showed really a good batsman in one Qf .hxs
masterly moods. The way in which he avoided hitting
difficult balls, while he never let go loose ones unpunished
is, I think, one of the lessons_ our p}ayers must learn ‘ and
imitate. The rest of them quite ]ust}ﬁegi their reputations,
Jardine again standing out with an invincible 35 (not out).

The bowling hero of this innings was Nazir Al.i. .Dis-
abled from bowling by a sprained leg in the first innings,
he began his attack in the second which was really wonder-
ful. A better analysis he could have got, wh}ch he certain-
ly deserved, than the present 22 overs, 1 maiden, 83 runs
and 4 wickets, had fieldsmen done their work properly and
had not wilfuly, as it were, thrown down a few catches
that came into their hands.

The Indian second innings was really the most exciting
part of the whole match. With 452 runs to win, when
England declared- Mushtaq Ali and Wazir Aliboth of them
fell unfortunate victims to Verity’s leg theory when they
had just reached their 4 and 20 respectively. Thus Amar
Singh entered two down.

It has been often said, with perfect justification, that
Amar Singh’s second innings hgs made history. It has.
He scored his 48 in 40 minutes with 8 fours to his credit.
Every stroke he made was a sixer-attempt and even if half
of the shots that he made had not been fielded with such
superhuman promptness and skill as they were, he
would have got double the number of runs he has now- and
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in exactly the same time.

with which he lifted bowler
Langridge high up into the s
where near the boundary |

The incredible case and grace
s of the calibre of Verity and
kies and dropped them some-

ine was really wonderful and
pleasant to watch. As the Old International in a thunder-

struck-tone exclaimed : “ How that ma swipe a cricke
ball1” And balls literally began to ﬂyrz)fcfai?isbl\;;ltp lciliecglr;k(ﬁ
stones out of a strong boy’s catapult. It was most L?

fortunate that he was not able to stay at the wicket a fen-
minutes longer ; as it is it was more thap fortunate tl t
he was allowed to stay there even so long ¢ hat

The splendid hopes which the patient batti -

and the hefty hitting of Amar Siﬁgge?cffsﬁ?ﬁ c;fulr)llila_wgr
were ruined in the twinkling of an eye by the ear] 2 3
sudden dismissal of Nayudu and were never 1repaireds;f2tlfl

wards dCSphltC the magnificent efforts of Merchant cr&
the Yuvaraja. Major Nayudu was out in the first ‘innian

through sheer accident; he was out in the second owr'lgS
to excess of caution. 'With a score on the board whichm§
b){ no means discouraging, was by no means encoura i;l

with tremendous responsibilities resting on his shou%d g:
both as the captain of the team and as the acknoers
ledged best bat of India, he opened his tragic inninw-
with excess of restraint, by which he never looked cogS
fortable at the wicket. His failure to impress both as
a batsman and bowler in this Test suddenly remi dacsi
some pessimists of the age of the Major and that itn ;

the exact time for an Indian sportsman to retire gas
there is no use in kicking the idols we adore, It w: llllt
fate of Nayudu to fail ; was it also his fault ? % the

Merchant played real Test cri
. . cket ; .
played typical Indian cricket of which and the Yuvaraja

greatest exponent and Major N
master. With late strokes, econ
in polished style, hitting with g
Yuvaraja of Patiala batted only

ay ud'u is now the greatest
omy in energy, but never
reat concealed powers, the
for sixty minutes at the

the late Ranji was the
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wicket to get his sixty runs which included ten fours and one
five. As he was reaching his sixty he became more and
more aggressive with extraordinary display of technique
and skill. It was a pity he got out at the very moment
when his services were most needed. We can with perfect
security and confidence see in him a future great batsman
and an all-India Captain.

If ever any one did solid work and never got enough
praise for it, it was Merchant. He played, as I have said, not
only here but in all the Tests, a real Test cricket, tena-
ciously clinging to the wicket, refusing to move and to
score, That is the kind of game that always pays. For
instance, in this final Test, in the second innings, he kept
up one end for a remarkable length of time with a good deal
of doggedness, staying at the wicket for one hour and forty
minutes to score his 28 runs. All the time he was
playing with an injured chin. A few more men like him in
the team, and they would have told a different tale about
the Test from the one we have at present.

The final Test instead of bestowing on us the happiness
of a victory has brought to us the humiliation of a
defeat ; but if admitting our faults is no vice, let us say out
frankly that we have lost because we have never deserved
2 win. Some of our players looked almost like ‘straw
soldiers’ before those patagonian professionals. Apart
from there being no bowler in this land who is not jealous
of Verity’s powers, there is no batsman in India who is not
afraid of his ‘‘genius.” Those who want to take credit
for discernment might point out Amar Singh ; but courage
in blindness is a weakness tobe cured rather than a strength
to be admired.
- Also, these matches have brought out the best of the
good and the worst of the bad in both the teams. They
have brought to light men of excellent promise like
Amarnath, Merchant, the Yuvaraja, and justified the reputa-
tion of the standing players like Dilawar, Amar Singh and



214 The Presidency College Magazine, Madras

Nissar, They have showed us what Jardine’ i

. l1ave ~ ardine’s

means and the English Test batting always is %Eialtnl?sf
has got another side too. ' :

The Madras Test has given rise to

incidents. The struggle over the complinfllr(-;?\rtla}:r311l nt}ilcalfepty
ought never to have arisen at all; and the remark abo i

hired assassins,” coming wholly from unconcernud
quarters, with its total inappropriateness (the Indian teae
never consisted of any professionals) is strange, if ng%
impertinent. Then, the Jardine-Tarrant incident, Clark’

manslaughter” which found its logical way in Ceylon is
his_self-created acts, are all very painful to contem latn
and must, if possible, be forgotten. If what Tagra eé
says is true, then it is high time that Clark is reminded thgt
after all sport is sport and that a batsman does not come to
the wicket to get killed; and if he insists in breaking the
other man’s head, it is time again he was reminded that th
cricket field was not the best place for it and that there
were other ways of achieving this end than through thg
pretension of a game, It is really a trifle disillusioning to
learn that the so-called sportsman spirit seems to be slightl
lacking in those very places where sport is deified and iy
being assiduously practised as a religion. >

Looking back, and speaking on second thoughts, let
us suppose the Indians were to play the third Test over
again, under more advantageous conditions, would and
could they win? They could not, because—they could not
They need altogether a different training and outlook.
As the Old International said ‘' For some reasons I
cannot fathom, Indian players have absolutely no restraint
They never wait for the right ball to come along but just
hit as the fancy moves them. As I have said befg)re
this is just suicide. A man like Verity can play with a
restraint-less batsman as the fisherman with his catch
May be he will be hit high and hard a few times. The
crowd will cheer and make the batsman run even bigeer
risks, but the end is always the same—Verity wins so%ger
than later---To be in the top flight of batsmen, Indian

players must conquer temperament: they m
. Iy < u
be cautious,’ ’ y st learn to

A, NarasimHA Rao.

Tragedy as the Highest Form
of Drama

¢ IN the productions of genius,” says Johnson, “ nothing

can be styled excellent till it has been compared with
other works of the same kind.” So in order to show that
tragedy is the highest form of drama, it is necessary to
compare it with the other forms, wiz., comedy and melo-
drama.

Drama necessarily means action. A mere description
of happiness and sorrow does not constitute drama, nor
does a mere description of persons. In the drama all
human happiness or misery does and must take the
form of action. Otherwise its existence remains unknown.
The state of mind of the chief characters must be shown
by what they do. The strength of Juliet's love is seen in
the courage which makes her drink the potion given her
by Friar Lawrence. Othello’s state of mind can only be
expressed through his killing Desdemona. Drama therefore
means action.

In comedy action is very often episodic, The actions
are not related to one another. ‘‘Bartholomew Fair” may be
taken as an example. Ben Jonson has brought the whole
fair on the stage alive. There is plenty of action; but, as I
said, the action is episodic ; the characterisation is stationary.
Every character is at the end of the play just what he or
she was at the beginning. There is no growth or develop-
ment in any single character. Hence it can be said that in
comedy action is stationary. In tragedy on the other hand
there is connected action. One action grows out of another,
and as a consequence there is development of character.
Hieronimo (in “ The Spanish Tragedy ") overcome by the
passion for revenge is made to do things he seems quite
incapable of doing in the first Act. How different is the
Lear who dies in the fifth Act from the defiant headstrong

28 ' '
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old despot of the first Act! In the first scene of the first Act
he would never have dreamt of saying :—
* Pray, do not mock me :
I am a very foolish fond old man,
Fourscore and upward, not an hour more or less :
And, to deal plainly
I fear I am not in my perfect mind.”
Melodrama is an inferior kind of tragedy or comedy.
Its object, to a great extent, is merely to please the eye and
the ear. Elaborate mechanical devices and a musical
accompaniment are considered essential to it, but these
accessories form no part of real drama. Melodrama usually
makes violent appeal to the emotions, but the ending is
usually tame, It fails at the last moment, because the
ending has always to be happy. The conclusion leaves
us cold and dissatisfied. In so far as melodrama succeeds
it is due to the tragic element. Nahum Tate’s version of
King Lear, where he marries off Cordelia to Edgar and
allows the old king to regain his throne, is most disappoint-
ing, On the other hand, at the conclusion of Shakespeare's
Lear or Othello, we feel the fibres of our being almost torn
asunder and the end does not leave us sad or disappointed,
for Othello does not die blaspheming Desdemona and Lear
is reconciled to Cordelia. They die, but we almost exult
over their deaths. .This exultation is connected with the
sense that the hero has never shown himself so great
or so noble as in the death which seals his fate. The
emotion we fcel is a cleansing and purifying passion. On
the other hand, the conclusion of a melodrama is most dis-
appointing, cven though, and largely because, the ending
is happy. Melodrama, then, is inferior to both comedy and
tragedy as a work of art, though it may be more popular,

(for even Johnson, we know, preferred Nahum Tate's
version of King Lear to Shakespeare's).

A drama should be, on the whole, a fair representa-
tion of life. It is true that ghosts and fairies and witches
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and other supernatural beings have been admitted into
drama, but these things never form the core. Therefore
setting these aside, we may say that drama deals with real
men and should hold the mirror up to life. As Ulrici says,
“1f drama is to mirror ‘ the very age and body of the time,
its form and pressure’ it will not only have to reflect the
thoughts, tendencies and motives which lie most clearly
within view, but will also have to portray such as are
mysterious and deeply hidden, and yet determine the fate
of men, nations and periods of time.” Now comedy only
deals with the outward and visible side of human nature.
It is very often nothing but burlesque, buffoonery and
horse-play, delightful enough sometimes, but at other times
lacking even this merit—as for example the clownage
scenes in Doctor Faustus. Again very often the humour
in comedy lies in the exaggeration in an unnatural way of
some natural fact. There are only too many examples of
this in comedy. Malvolio’s credulity, for instance, or Mrs.
Malaprop’s malapropisms or those incredible fools, Ague-
cheek and Ralph Roister Doister, or Stephen in Every Man
in his Humour, who does not behave like a human being at all
but like a clock-work toy. But tragedy does hold the mirror
up to nature, for in tragedy, especially Shakespearean
tragedy, human nature and human emotions alone are
depicted—human emotions such as jealousy in Othello,
love in Romeo and Juliet, revenge in Hamlet, etc. In tragedy
men truly live with all their passions and weaknesses
aflame. ,

A question we must ask ourselves when discussing the
relative merits of comedy and tragedy is whether edification
is a desirable object of drama. Many great critics think it
is. Shelley and Sidney think that poetry is the first of
didactic agencies and cite the Bible as being full of poetry.
Ben Jonson and Samuel Johnson think that it is the end
of all writing and especially of drama to teach as well as to
delight. If this is really so, then from the ethical paint of
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view, tragedy is the highest form of drama, for it gives
better and more lessons than any other form. Such
characters as Count Francesco in The Cenci, the Cardinal in
The Duchess of Malfi and Ithamore in The Jew of Malta excite
in the audience a genuine hatred for wickedness and villainy.
We can hardly compare this hatred with the feeling evoked
by the bad people of comedy. For Giles Overreach and
Mrs. Wishfort we feel only a shallow dislike very different
from the hatred and loathing with which we regard Cencl
and Ithamore. The reason for this is that generally in
comedy it is only minor weaknesses, the follies and foibles
of human nature, that are treated. Comedy hardly touches
upon actual sin and vice, Even satirical comedy only
ridicules fashions, such ag swearing in Brainworm, sensa-
tionalism in Faulkland and cowardice in Bob Acres,
“who feels his valour oozing out of his finger tips.”
We hardly dislike these people. Tragedy on the other hand
presents the struggle against evil and vice, There is no
comparison between the shallow dislike evoked in comedy
and the hatred for ingratitude, villainy and wickedness
evoked in any of the great tragedies of Shakespeare.

Shelley says in his Preface to The Cenci: “ The highest
moral purpose aimed at in the highest species of the drama,
is the teaching the human heart, through its sympathies
and antipathies, the knowledge of itself, in proportion to the
possession of which knowledge every human being is wise,
just, sincere, tolerant and kind.” It is tragedy more than
any other form of drama that teaches the human heart the
knowledge of itself. From an ethical point of view, then,
tragedy is of greater force and accomplishes greater good,
and is therefore higher than comedy.

Tragedy is the most sublime form of drama. It is Julius
Ceesar, Hamlet, Macketh, Othello and King Lear that carry
English drama to its highest tide-mark, and these are all
tragedies. They produce a sense of overwhelming great-
ness. We can hardly ever call comedy or melodrama
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sublime. Tragedy alone can give us something titanic,
treating of passions of tremendous magnitude as in King
Lear. Tragic drama treats of love and courage which are
stronger than death or the terror of death. It is often
terrible, but can be terrible without being brutal or vulgar.
The best example of such a tragedy agonising in its pathos,
terrible in its intensity, but never sordid or brutal—in the
way that Shakespeare tells it—is Othello. Tragedy has
grandeur and dignity owing to the strength and greatness
of its heroes. There is no real tragedy, i.e., tragedy that
gives rise to the feelings of fear and pity, if the calamity and
suffering fall upon a person of weak nature who accepts them
with a weak submission. Beatrice in The Cenci is not
merely to be pitied. She is a character of genuine tragic
mould. She is not a meek passive sufferer. She passes from
vehement struggle to horror and deadly resolution which
make her slay her father. The greatest tragedy calls for
a sterner note than that of pathos. Aristotle distinguisl}es
tragedy from other forms of drama not as the form which
represents human misery, but as tha}t .WhICh represents
human greatness and nobleness. If this is true of ancient
Greek tragedy, it is still more true of modern tragedy,
where fate and destiny play a very small part, The
gods never intervene, but man is suprerpely great. Comedy,
on the other hand, makes us conscious of our feeble-
ness and folly in a way that tragedy seldom does,
Longinus says: ‘‘ Sublimity is the echo of a great soul.”
So tragedy requires a greater genius than comedy! for
it has to express more profound feeling and more exalted
thought. If Ben Jonson's mu}d had been deeper a_md
broader, he too could have written successful trage@xcs.
A writer of tragedy must be a deep studeqt of the passions
which move men to do such deeds as stir our hearts. to
mingled admiration, abhorrence and pity. It requires
no small genius to pictuge men a prey to ambitious
weaknesses and self-deception, overthrown but yet re-
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maining noble in their fall. We do not despise Samson
and Brutus in their humiliation—and there is no greater
trumph of literary skill in the whole of English drama
than the way in which Shakespeare keeps the sympathy
of the playgoers with Othello even when he is putting
out the light of life in Desdemona. We are made some-
how to feel that this is no vulgar violence. The idea of
murder is lost in the sense of sacrifice. The greatness of
Lear i1s, according to Lamb, not corporeal but intellectual.
It is his mind that is laid bare. Hamlet too, like Lear,
communicates to us a state of mind fraught with spiritual
value. Only one who has sounded all the depths and shoals
of the human heart can do this. In comedy, on other
hand, such deep insight into human nature is not needed.
Comedy need only tickle the fancy, but tragedy must move
the very soul and set us grappling with thought. A writer of
good comedy need be only a bright and masterly poet, a
happy trickster with playful fancy—he need only be an
observer of mankind in general, and need not know the
secret passions which sway the individual. But the writer
of tragedy has to give a soul and a voice to the deep
emotions and thoughts of the human spirit,

Tragedy, therefore, is the highest form of drama, and
if in these times, Moliere’s L'Avare or any of his other
comedies are appreciated more than Edipus Tyrannus, this
is not because comedy has greater artistry and emotional
appeal, but because the world has learnt greater self-
control. In the old days, an audience could appreciate
the pleasure which arises from the poetry which exists in
tempestuous sufferings and crimes, But we in our time
have grown more stolid and far less serious-minded and
less emotional, and this it is that prevents us from en-
joying tragedy as much as we should, for it is the culmina-
tion not merely of dramatic but of human art,

I should now like to close this essay with a
quotation from Bertrand Russel on the subject ; “Of
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rts, Tragedy is the proudest the most trium-
?,lﬁagf? ?or it builds its shining citadel in the very
centre of the enemjy’s country, on the very summit
of his ‘highest mountain; from its impregnable watch-
towers, his camps and arsenals, his colurr}ns and. forts
are all revealed : within its walls the free life continues,
while the legions of death and pain and despair and
the servile captains of tyrant Fate afford the burghers
of that dauntless city new spectacles of beauty. But
the beauty of Tragedy does but make visible a quality
which, in more or less obvious shapes, is present a}ways
and everywhere in life. In the spectacle of Death, in the
endurance of intolerable pain and in the irrevocablf':ness of
a vanished past, there is a sacredness, an overpowering awe,
a feeling of the vastness, the depth, the mexhaust;ble
mystery of existence, in which, as by some strange marriage
of pain, the sufferer is bound to the world by bonds of
sorrow. In these moments of wpnght, we lqsq all eagerness
of temporal desire, all struggling and striving for petty
ends, all care for the little trivial things that to a superficial
view make up the common life o{ day by day , we see
surrounding the narrow raft illumined by the flickering
light of human comradship, the dark ocean on whose rolling
waves we toss for a brief hour ; from the great night without,
a chill blast breaks upon our refuge; all the loneliness of
humanity amid hostile forces is concentrated upon the
individual soul which must struggle alone, with what
courage it can command, against the whole weight.-of a
universe that cares nothing for its hopes and fears. Victory
in this struggle with the powers of darkness, is the true
baptism unto the glorious company of heroes, the true
initiation into the over-mastering beauty of huma_n exis-~
tence. From that awful encounter of the soul with the
outer world renunciation, wisdom and charity are born.”

THERESA CosTa,
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I
EXPERIMENTS OF A MADRASEE

| XAGGERATED notions of delicacy should not preveant
~ me from confessing that my wife is charming. M

friends who are wived under less happy conditions .admi};
the fact with a grudge. But I must make one point clear
She has made no impertinent attempts to improve her.
m§nd, which remains exactly as it was when it came int
t!ns worldf-in'its pristine state of ignorance. She did no(t):
like covering 1t over with the crust of education. This, in
the opinion of my friends, is a blemish and they wo’uld
often, tho.ugh without direct reference to my spouse
dlsparage ignorance in women, saying it is an ugly featuré
which makes itself felt all the more keenly for not bein
seen by the eye. But I would pardon this impertinencger
and let_ my friends have the consolation of imagining that
educatflon illumines not only the minds but the plaing faca1
of their wives. The fact remains, however that my wif, P
an unl«.ettered girland, what isworse, she ha’ils from}t:he lhiai‘st
of a village which is behind the civilized world by half
a century. A’perfect stranger to the latest improvements
in dress, she persists in wearing a saree of extraord;
length (9 full yards !) which has to go round the wallpairy
number of times. I wonder how she can take pleasu:: ia
such an elaborate process. She also takes pride in wearinn
a set of old-fashioned jewels—Ilong since superseded bg
costly, fine and almost invisible chains of modern workSC

manship. These remnants of antiquity, a legacy from her:

grandmother, are lovingly preserved b .
; y my wife and
would not part with any of them for all the world she

ere e ere
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II
WANTED A BRIDEGROOM

A few students were chatting in Shanker’s room in the
Victoria Hostel. It was the end of the year and the
'Varsity examinations were nearly over.

“What luck to-day, Ramu?” asked Shanker of his
friend, “ Any new vacancies?”

“To-day’s nickel over The Hindu is a sheer waste,”
said Ramu. “ Out of the thirteen wanted’s only five refer
to graduates, The rest ask either for a bride or a bride-
groom. I am afraid the paper is fast becoming nothing but
a matrimonial agency,” he added flinging away the dis-
appointing sheet.

These two had finished their B.Sc. examinations and
were looking about for employment in anticipation of the
results.

“Why do you people waste time hunting after jobs
when you might easily secure a profitable wife ?” remarked
Srinivas, a junior student. ‘Look at this for instance;
“Wanted a bridegroom for a young and beautiful ... ”

“Oh, drop that vulgar stuff, Srinivas,” interposed
Ramu. “‘Imagine the feelings of the poor creature who is
thus put to auction, as if she were a filly for sale.” '

“ Leave that alone for a while, Ramu,” said Srinivas,
““Listen to this ... A high-caste virgin of sixteen with a fair
complexion and a decent position ...”

“ How can you revel in that slop ? ” roared Ramu, [
say, it's time,” he ended abruptly, “ I must be off ;” and
away he went.

““I must snub him ; he thinks himself to be Sir Gala-
had,” said Srinivas to himself and determined on a plan of
action. :

One morning, a few days later, the postman delivered
into thgghandeof Ramu quite a conspicuous assortment of
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mail—two envelopes and a flat oblong packet. One of the
envclopes contained evidently his sister's letter from
Trichinopoly. The long packet and the other envelope
were unfamiliar to him. He took up the packet, cut the
string, slit the wrapper and ... stood gazing in bewilderment
at the likeness of a pretty girl, a total stranger! What
could this mean ? Seeking for a clue, he tore open the
envelope and read hastily, ““ ... his communication through
*The Hindu Office’ ... brother's daughter ... hardship of
dowry ... photo as requested ...” Mystery piled upon
mystery! Then in a flash he guessed the truth — Can it
be one of the beastly jokes so popular in the Hostel ? —
Perhaps it was the doing of the prankish Srinivas. What
cheek! What impudence to have dragged a girl into it!
He would like to administer Srinivas a sound box on his
cheek. And thrusting the packet and the letters into the
drawer he strode out of the room and made straight for

Srinivas’s room. But by the time the avenger had crossed

the garden, Srinivas made good his escape to his aunt’s
house in town.

Ramu was annoyed that he missed Srinivas. His
wrath was cooled by this time and he returned to his room.
That brought him back to the photo again. He took it
of the drawer and gazed at it. The longer he saw the more
fascinated he felt ... the fresh oval face, the delicate
features, and sad gentle eyes and the rich raven ringlets—

all exercised a subtle spell. Ah, he was nearly forgetting
his sister’s letter. e

out

II1
THE CAR ACCIDENT

It was four o'clock in th

. : € morning. Bangalore was
as silent as silence could be,

But in one house—a stately

Torsoes

Ading—i savangudi, a heavily built bald-headed man
bulldllg?gy :l;; I\ife:)rk. I%Iis name was Narayana Iyer. He
s the cook of a certain retired Collecter, who spent
gxassummer season in Bangalore. His master had left for
Mzdras the previous night by the Bangalore Mle:lldandtﬁe
was to follow him by car. So, up betimes, he packed up the
household utensils and arranged them one by 8?6 én. lf:
Chevrolet, standing in the portico. Kuppan, i € fl}’et»
on the other hand, carelesg though experienced, was ”I%l?

leep. The distant clock in the tower chimed six. de
35' p.started up and ere long Narayanailyer, well-dre_sse ,

er'ert thecar. Justat the time of starting, a few creditors,
g%t tha q pro}sably lent money to Kuppan, hurried in
wc(l) ccosted him. The ingenious man that he‘ was, the
el skilfully quieted the poor devils by assuring them
fﬁ:{ze;’e would return after filling petrol. The unlucky
- let him go.
mon%\;ée(gcie;’;rted and before long it came to a sudden
iust opposite a mean hut. Thfe driver got down and in
o d returned to the car with four bottles, filled to
a secon rith raw toddy. Evidently, this was the reserve,
the brim V1V< care to drink as much as he could in the shop
as he t%o him, even petrol for the car was not so essential.
1\5\5}% eyec; red and rolling he started his car and began to
racle through the Madras Road. - \ t
Narayana Iyer,—a man fond of his life—when not a

1 s traversed, cried out ~ Kuppa, what do you mean
mile Wi fast?” Kuppan was never short of resources
by drwmg io or ﬁot. Quite aware of the cook’s ignorance
whether “‘Zoﬁceming cars hereplied : ““ Oh! our master, the
m.matt%l‘st he is, has given me only a few gallons to be
"y t’Iflhe faster, 1 go, the better shall I be able to keep
used. the limit, and if possible I can save some petrol for
within Thus sa’ying he went on as fast as he could so that
hﬁm;vayside pedestrians never really saw a car, but only
zlcfuds of dust | Narayana lyer, being a typicaland orthodox



226 The Presidency College Magasine, Madras

Brahmin, went on muttering his * Gayatri” with closed
eyes.

The sun was high up in the heavens. The heat was
intolerable. Ranipet factory chimneys were sighted. Never
slackening a bit, the car sped on. Kuppan drove straight
to his brother’s house. IHis brother was a lean, puny, elderly
man of sixty-five. Bent double with age, he resembled 2
question-mark. He was to have proceeded to Madras
two days earlicr on some business, but Kuppan had stopped
him by a letter; the aged man naturally preferred 2
beautiful car to a train. Till now Narayana Iyer was
seated in front by Kuppan's side. Now some space among
the huddled things at the back was created for him and
the two brothers shared the front seat.

The car restarted. Asifina whirlwind...

1V
OUR TRIP TO THIRUKALLUKUNDRAM

Thirukallukundram is a beautiful little village 44 miles
from Madras, nestling among towering rocks—which on
moonlight nights look like grim giant sentinels guarding 2
precious jewel. It is a fine sanatorium as well as a splendid
holiday resort. But that which lends jt its chief charm and
importance is the Hill Temple, where two kites come
daily at noon to feed from the hands of the Purohit.
Tradition has it that these birds perform adaily pilgrimage
from Rameswaram to Tirupati and that on their journey
to and fro they halt at Thirukallukundram for their mid-
day feed. Hence the name of the village—the Hill of the
Holy Kites. It was to see these wonderful birds that
some twenty of us, students, chaperoned by two Professors
had come to Thirukallukundram,

We arrived at 5 o'clock in the evening of a Saturday,
and immediately put up at one of the neighbouring choul-
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tries, owned by a very amiable old landlady—we had
always been credited with a capacity for divining a person’s
character and nature within five minutes of acquaintance.
That evening we did not follow an active prog ramme, not
because we were fatigued—a sensation utterly foreign to
us outside class and drill hours—but because the Professors
were —poor delicate darlings !

Dinner over, we formed a circle—around a betel leaf
box and were ere long showing off. our talent at bazaar
gossip—a quality so deeply rooted in the female nature
that even college education does not succeed in scrapping
it. It may have been about 9 p.m. when in stepped
our amaible landlady with lantern in hand—like another
Florence Nightingale—to warn us, on no account, to venture
into the Tamarind Tope at the back of the house, after
dusk, as it was the noctux:nal rendezvous of supprhuxnan
revellers—and she then cited a whole volume of instances
of former lodgers, who, having paid no heed to her
warning, had been found dead in the very tope next
mon’}lgigs‘ fishy story made the goose skin creep upon us.
An involuntary shudder passed over us, the blood in our
veins began to course either quicker or slqwer, I forget
which exactly, and a cold clammy perspiration, such as
bursts from one, when the papers of a badly done exami-
nation are being returned, trickled dowq our faces.

Now, Sarojani and I had a mania for such shady
adventures, though Saro was at times subject Eo fits of
timidity or nervousness; scarcely had the woman’s words
fallen on my ears, when my mo,uth. startqd watering and ,I
dug my left elbow into Saro’s right suie. Ayayol '
she shrieked out. “ Sh1 shut up, you goose,” I whispered—
““+here’s going to be ripping fun to-night. Iam not
quite sure of that,” she answered back, becoming quite

froze’lf_ll-le clock chimed 11, and the Professors drove us
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to bed ~I say “drove us,” because, but for their threats
never to take us out any more on outings, we would
certainly have preferred to sit up all night and prevent the
“revellers” from stalking in to pay us an informal visit.
But our “guardian angels” curled up their noses-—one of
them had not much to spare for such a procedure —and said
that it was all “ Moonshine and Nonsense.” Much that
was sense to us was nonsense for our Gurus or at least
" She-Gurus  while nearly everything that was sense to
them was absolutely nonsense to us. Our interests have
always been thus diametrically opposed. Anyway we went
to bed, taking care to show our reluctance by every possible
contortion of our faces—which I shall leave to the leisurely
reader to picture to himself or herself.

The reproof sealed our mouths and we lay not daring
to breathe even, lest the Professors should be disturbed in
their Dreamland. Now, I have often noticed, that when-
ever I was expected to do something, nature always
thwarts me. In the present case, I felt a cough rising in
my throat. What was I ““ to do or not to do ?"—that was
the question! I tried my level best to gulp it down, but if
success should always crown our efforts, where is the
necessity for a Board of Examiners? Shades of my an-
cestors! the cough was rising with ever-increasing per-
sistence. O sympathetic readers, transfer yourselves for a
trice to my position and then judge ye how ye would have
acted in such a predicament. When I found I had reached
the acme of my powers of endurance—which nevertheless
had stretched further than in any circumstance before or
since —1 buried my face deep down into my pillow, muffled
up my face and head in my blanket, made 2 sign to Saro
to press down a second pillow on the back of my head —
fortunately, my scanty knowledge of Physics came to my
aid to remind me that sound waves lose some amount of
their intensity when they have to struggle through a
medium—and coughed! You may be sure that no student
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aited with greater dread and anxiety the results of her
%Ivr)nours Examination, than I did the resulf of my cough,
—But the trumpeting continued uninterruptedly and
nothing untoward happened.

Saro and I lay awake all night; but we were terribly
disappointed, no visitor appeared and the day dawned. That
day, a Sunday, we paid a visit to the famous Hill Temple
and’ then made a tour of the whole village by evenfall.

But that night, as we sat chewing and laughing,

\Y%
THE JUDGMENT

Mr. Chandrasekhara Menon had just returned after
a game of tennis and was reclining on his easy-chair, when
his boy brought him the Hindu. He was turning over the
pages, but he suddenly stopped and stared at a photograph
in_it. He dropped the paper and cried “Oh Vijaya! my
Vijayal” Gathering the papers, he again looked at the
photograph and slowly read the block letters under it.
““ A girl murdered—murderer caught red-handed.” The
photograph was that of his friend, Vijaya. .
Mr. Chandrashekhara Menon, I.C.S., was the District
and Sessions Judge of S—. He belonged to a rich family
in the south of Travancore. From his earliest childhood,
Vijaya had been his playmate and companion. They were
neighbours and went to the same elgmentary school.
Chandran belonged to that quiet type of boys always
Joved and petted by their teachers. But Vijaya was more
opular with his school-mates. He always led them in
all the wars against the school discipline. It was Chandra’s
business to pull him out of the many scrapes into which
Vijaya fell. They were always together and were known as
the inseparables. o
Vears passed. Vijaya and Chandra got through their
School Final examination. It was proposed by his father
that Chandrasekhar should be sent to the Presidency
College, Madras, for his Intermediate. But Vijaya's father
was too poor to send his son to Madras. So the friends
had to part,
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Two years passed away very soon. Yet Vijaya was un-
able to join hisfriend. Financial conditions again stood in
the way and he had to stop his University education. His
friend passed his Honours and went to England for his
I.C.S. examination. When in England, Chandra heard
only once from his friend. Ina way it was good that he
did not know why his friend was not writing to him.
Vijaya, leading an idle life, naturally fell in with the worst
young men of his village, and in no time he became a spoilt
man. There was no Chandra to guard him from harm,
Vijaya's love for Chandra had dwindled into a faint
mecmory of the past.

. Chandrasekhar returned from England as an officer
in the Indian Civil Service. He came home, but his Vijaya
was not there- He had left home and his people long ago,
and was never heard of. At the time of the story, Mr.
Menon was the District and Sessions Judge of S —,

* * * * *

The Judge read the whole report of the murder, which
had been committed about twelve miles from his residence
and the case woukd be brought before him,

* * * * *

Every bit of evidence was against Vijaya. The Judge
tried his best to sece whether he could save his friend,
But in all directions he was disappointed. The case was
slowly nearing the end. Every moment was agonising to
Mr. Chandrasekhara Menon.” He thought he could get
relief at home. But it was worse there. He was a mad
man in his house. His servants were all surprised to see
their jolly good master upset so much. He never ate any-
thing and never slept. Whenever he looked at the face of.
Vijaya in the Court, he remembered the good old days. For
a moment he would forget everything about the Court and
the case and would rest his head on his hands and think of
those happy days of the past. But waking. up from his
reverie, he would see the face of Vijaya. What was he to
do? Justice or Love? that was the question. After all, if
Vijaya were innocent—then what about Justice ?
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OVER THE RIVER: By John Galsworthy (Heinemann,
London 1933. Price 7/6.)

HIS is the last of Galsworthy’s novels and will be added
in due course to the Grove edition of the works of the
author beginning with The Island Pharisees. The first of
Galsworthy’s novels might serve as a general title toall his
works. For the target of his criticism throughout is the
Pharisaism of the British propertied class. To kill the
spirit and save the letter is the besetting sin of Pharisees
all over the world. Galsworthy tries to illustrate this in
the last as well as the first of his novels.

‘The whole plot of ““Over the River” centres round a
divorce suit brought against Lady Corven and James
Bernard Croom by Sir Gerald Corven of the Colonial Ser<
vice, Ceylon. After seventeen months of married life in
Ceylon, Lady Corven found that her husband was a Sadist
(he once used a riding-whip on her person) and to live with
him any longer was impossible. She ran away from him,
and on board the ship made the acquaintance of Tony Croom,
Croom fell over head and ears in love with her and tried to

" meet her as often as he could when they reached England,

Clare did not at first love him in return, but she liked
the youngman and pitied him for his devotion to her, and

being essentially a modern woman (unlike her sister, Dinny,
30
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who is always correct) did not bother about the convention-
al rules of conduct so long as she knew her heart was
pure. Once Croom took her in his car to Oxford and
showed her round. On their way back, in a deep wood
where it was pitch dark, the lights of the car suddenly failed
and they found it impossible to proceed further. They had
to spend the night in the car. Clare knew she could trust
Croom with her honour and confidently went to sleep with
her head on his shoulder, It was a terrible strain to Croom,
but he justified her trust. In the morning, as soon as there
was light, he started the car and reached her rooms and they
had breakfast together. All these doings of theirs were care-
fully noted by spies who had been employed by Sir Gerald
Corven to watch them, so that evidence might be produced
in court when the divorce suit came up. As all negotiations
failed and Clare resolutely refused to go back to her husband,
the suit was launched. Clare could have left it undefended
and become free tomarry her lover. But, as she was really
“innocent” and not faithless to her husband, her people, who
knew they could believe her word, urged her to defend her-
self and save the family name. She consented to do so, but
she could not be induced to let in the evidence of her mar-
ried life, (the riding-whip and all), in Ceylon. Come what
may, she would not confess those cruel humiliations. Thus
she stepped into the arena of the divorce court with this great
voluntary handicap and, when cross-examined on the point,
resolutely said that she was not prepared to go into the
details of her married life, The judge and the jury could do
nothing for her. “A night inacar withalover in a forest” is
too much for any judge or jury, and they had only the lovers’
‘'word that they innocently went to sleep. The decision
‘'went against them and the co-respondent was ordered to
pay the costs. “ The more one speaks the truth, the less
one expects to be believed,” ruefully exclaimed Croom in
the course of his cross-examination and narrowly missed
being charged for contempt of court. But, soon after the
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trial, he was rewarded by Clare who wanted to justify the
decision of the law court.

The outstanding merit of this novel-—and probably the
only merit—is its dialogue, which is wonderfully crisp and
true to life. Take, for instance, the following casual con-
versation between the two sisters (p. 101) : —

“1 feel inclined to sing, Dinny. A whole year’s holiday from everything,
I'm glad Aunt Em made me promise. But isn’t she a scream ? "’

* Emphatically not. She’s the wisest member of our family, Take life
seriously and you're nowhere. She doesn’t. She may want to, but she can't.”

** But she hasn’t any real worries.”
* Only a husband, three children, several grand-children, two households,

three dogs, some congenital gardeners, not enough money, and two passions—one

for getting other people married, and one for French tapestry ; besides trying
hard not to get fat on it all.”

““Oh! She'’s aduck all right. 'What d’you advise about these * tendrils,’
Dinny? They're an awful plague. Shall I shingle again?”’

“Let them grow at present, we don't know what's coming; it might be
ringlets.”

** Do you believe that women get themselves up to please men ? "’

¢ Certainly not.” ‘

*To excite and annoy each other, then? "’

** Fashion mostly ; women are sheep about appearance.”

“ And morals ?"' '

‘“Have we any? Man-made anyway. By nature we've only got feelings.”
‘“ I've none now.”’

“Sure?”
Clare laughed. “Oh! well in hand, anyhow,” -She put on her dress,
and Dinny took her place at the mirror............

But dialogue is not the only thing that counts in a
novel. There is plot-construction, there is characterisation
there is the creation of the atmosphere and, above all, there
is the author’s view of life implicit in the whole work. The
plot here is very thin and the characters are little bétter
than figures in a frieze. The author seems to have sacri-
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ficed everything to dialogue and the statement of a social
problem. And it must be said that even in the handling of
the social problem all is not well. Tfor it is rather difficult
for us to sympathise with Lady Corven in all her doings—
especially when she perjures hersclf at onc point in her
cross-examination, forsooth to save the feelings of her
lover. Sir Gerald Corven may be a brute.  But what is the
word for a woman who, clad in pyjamas and smoking a
cigarette, trinmphantly tells her sister that she went to her
lover’s rooms and justificd the decision of the divorce court
and proposes to live ‘in sin’ during the ‘nisi’ period in which
she cannot marry again. And as for the crucial incident in
the novel viz., the night in the car, which the novelist has in-
vented to indicate the heroic innocence of the lover, we will
content ourselves with a quotation from Jesus Christ, which
falls like a heavenly ray on these dark clouds of casuistry:—
“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time,
Thou Shalt not commit adultery, But I say unto you,
That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his heart.”

D. S. S.

EAST AND WEST IN RELIGION—DBy S. Radha-

krishnan (London, George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.),
1933). Price 4s. 6d. nct. :

NOT seldom do readers feel it a somewhat irksome task

when they are called upon to review a book, and
seldom do they have the delightful privilege of review-
ing a book which is full of matter, at once edifying,
stimulating and healthy. THowever, this little book by Sir
S. Radhakrishnan confers upon its reviewer such a delight-
ful privilege. Within the short compass of 143 pages, and
in five lectures delivered at Oxford, London and Calcutta,
between October 1929 and December 1931, it deals with
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five themes, viz., Comparative religion, East and Wesfg in
religion, Chaos and Creation, Revolution through suffering
and Rabindranath Tagore.

In the course of a brilliant exposition of the matter and
method of Comparative religion in the first lecture, a discern-
ing critic can easily find an agreeable and perfectly loglpal
clucidation of the chief value of thp study of comparative
religion, which consists in the effective ;emgdy it affords to
the religicus astigmatism of propagandlsts“thrpugh the re-
affirmation of the great Vedic truth—" Him Who is
but One, sages name variously.” [Ekam sad viprd bahudhd
vadantil. et _ .

sistently with the all-embracing unity of the true
advaggz‘pirit, wist[h which Professor Radhakrishnan’s thought
is permeated throughout, his second lecture maintains, in a
very effective manner, that the antithesis between East and
West is not real and is based on unreal barriers super-
imposed by age-long habits and sentiments. ‘The Hindu
spirit of synthes:s, which dominates this lecture raises the
reasonable hope that, through the ages to come, from the
mixture and handling of the Eastern and Western religions,
2 new flower of rarely blended colours and rich complexity
f tissues will grow. And behind all th_lS in the back-
zround 2 Hindu cannot miss the self-conscious element of
proud a,nd, perhaps, also just conviction tha..t t’;he_ fruit of
‘such a flower of exquisite beauty and profusion’ will b_e_full'
of the juice and flavour of the essence of Hindu Advaitism_

e third lecture is ** Tapo Brahma.” The

thrgi]eetcfxi(;tgi tgzpas not merely with meditating but with
au di In doing so, he reveals a real grasp of the core
bgozhzz%panisadic thought which shows how srg: (creation
(f)rom chaos) proceeds from fapas, which is not merely
passive, quietistic meditation, but all this le§d1ng on to the
active, energising and creative type of brooding, It Sho,t.lld
be noted here that the metaphor rests on the creative
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aspect of brooding on the physical side. Tapas also in-
volves an element of suffering; and in this connection,
stress is happily laid on the idea that suffering and
martyrdom should never be courted, though one should not
shirk doing the right, simply because it cannot be done with
ease and comfort. He who courts suffering and martyrdom
for their own sake must be either a vain humbug ora
misguided monomaniac, :

‘The fourth lecture represents the acme of the particular
line of thought which Prof. Radhakrishnan has been
developing in these lectures. It is a thrilling
sermon which seeks to impress how ‘this world and the
other are not like the two wives of one husband, who, by
pleasing the one, makes the other envious, but they are the
two inseparable counterparts of a single whole. This is
the great truth which the Hindu view of life recognises
and emphasises. ‘To whom does the world belong by
right 2’ The author’s answer to this question is given in
the words of the Upanisad “ Isavisyamidam sarvam”—* All
this is pervaded by the Lord." In the words of the author,
‘if we are the servants of God, we must work for truth,
for the truth which means the establishment of right
relationships between man and man.! The great truth in-
culcated in this lecture is that life ought not to be allowed to be
a series of lost opportunities. The irresistible accent of the
closing exhortation of this lecture compels attention to it,
as may be seen from the {ollowing :—

“Let us become soldiers on the march, soldiers of
truth, soldiers fighting with love as our weapon, overturn-
ing the universe, until the reign of God is established on
earth.”

Why ? The author is sure to come out—at any
rate, his reviewer on his behalf comes out—with the

answer— Tattvamass ='That thou art Purusinnaparamkimeit
= Mamupyinnaparamkimecit = There is nothing higher than
the spirit of man,’
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The fifth lecture is probably the weakest part of the book,
not because of anything in it which is quorthy of the great
reputation of the author or the personality of the greatest
poet of modern India, who forms the theme of the lecture;
but because, it is a pendant, with a personal aspect, which,
however beautiful in itself, is s.omewhat incongruous in
relation to the grand, all-embracing note of the impersonal
spirit dominating the first four lectures.

In these lectures, as in his other works, Professor
Radhakrishnan, by his brilliant exposition of great truths
and arresting flashes of neatly turned and highly sug-
gestive epigrams, “ talks himself into the current of opinion
or writes himself into it, so as to let, not only his indi-
viduality, but the Hindu way of things which he typifies,
tell in some way or other on its movement’ and on the
future course of things.

S. KupruswaMI SASTRI
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COLLEGK NOTILS
The following were the changes in the stafl during the third term :—

(1) M. R, Ry. T. Suryanarayana, Professor of Applied 1\/‘Tillb€1ﬂﬂh§;
was transferred as Deputy Director of Public Instruction and M. R, Ry. C. N-
Ganapati succeeded him,

(2) Dr.M.O. Parthasarathy Ayyangar, Professor of Botany, was appom:;-
ed Director of the Botanical Research Laboratory of the University of Madras,
and Dr. T, Ekambaram took his place.

(3) M.R.Ry. M. Suryanarayana, Assistant Professor of English, wast
transferred on promotion to the M. E.S. as Lecturer in English, Governmen

College, Kumbakonam, and Mr. A. S, Thiagaraju succeede-d him.

It is not our policy generally to comment on the changes in the stafl. But
we feel we must refer now to the impending retirement of Mr, Douglas, the
Principal, instead of formally recording it in the next issue of the Magazine:
is the unanimous opinion of all who know Mr. Douglas that his voluntary
retirement (five years before his time) is a great loss to the Department. He
has served the Department of Education in various capacitics, as Inspectofs 88
Deputy Director, as Professor and as Principal; and in all of them he has

. t
proved himself to be an able and conscientious officer, a fine scholar and, Wl']:n
is more important, a kind and good man, It is really a pity that his connecl“ng
with the Presidency College has been so short.  We wish him godspeed, 1075

: . n
life and happiness and many years of useful work at Edinburgh where he 2
Mrs. Douglas are going to live.

THE UNION SOCIETY
The election of the Secretary for this term, which was held on 11th Janua'r)"
was of special interest, as the contest was triangular, the candidates bemAS
Messrs, A, P. Balakrishnan Nayar (IV H. English), K. Nasscl Khan (1IVB. ‘;
Pass) and R. Srinivasan (IV H, English). Mr. A, P. Balakrishpan Nayaf; ¥
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got the largest number of votes, was duly declared elected. Mr, B. Muthusamy,
the Secretary for the second term, became the President,

On 25th January, Mr. C. Brooke-FElliott, Bar-at-Law, delivered a lecture
on ‘ Life at an English Public School.” The lecturer, who is an old Malvernian,
detailed the various aspects of student life at a Public School and he illustrated
his statements with lantern slides. Genuine English humour flowed from start
to finish during his speech, which lasted for an hour.

On the invitation of the Secretary of the Associated Societies, Madras
Christian College, to participate in an Inter-Collegiate debate, the Committee
selected Mr. A. P. Balakrishnan Nayar and Miss K. Vilasini Shenoi as
delegates to represent the Union. The debate took place on 14th February. Fiva
colleges participated in the discussion—‘Whether Univetsity Education is suitable
to the present needs of the country.” Mr, Balakrishnan Nayar, who spoke
condemning the present system of education, evoked a good deal of laughter
with his anecdotes and humour. Miss Shenoi’s trenchant attack on those who
cried down the present University Education was punctuated throughout with
applause and cheers.- This is the first time in the history of the Union that a
mixed delegation represented the Union.

The annual oratorical contest was held on 22nd February. Eight com-
petitors took part in the contest. Messrs. K. Swaminathan, V. Appa Rao and
Ganapathi Iyer wete the Judges, and they adjudicated in favour of Messrs.
B. Muthusamy and P. Nagaraja Rao. Accordingly the prize was divided
between these two.

, The Valedictory Address was delivered on Friday, 2nd March, by the
Principal, Mr. W. C. Douglas, The address was a valediction as well
as a benediction. After making certain suggestions as to how the Union could
be modelled on the lines of Associations in English 'Varsities, Mr. Douglas
wished all the outgoing members success in their examinations and in their
life. .

On Friday, 2nd March, the Committee was * At Home ’ to Mr. and
Mrs, Douglas, as Mr. Douglas was shortly going home on leave. After a
group photo and a garden party, Miss V. K. Kamalam spoke on behalf of the
members present, wishing the guests happiness and prosperity in their lives.
Mr, Douglas, who made an informal speech for five minutes, expressed his
thanks to the Committee and wished the Union better success in the future. The
function terminated at 6-10 P.M., after the members bade good-bye to the guests
of the evening.

The Committee met four times this term. It is to be notéd here that,
though discussions were heated and prolonged, the decisions were without
exception unanimous,

31
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THE SANSKRIT ASSOCIATION

. AUnder the auspices of the above Association, Dr. Kanti Chandra Pande,

A ,M'Q'I_”" of tbe Lucknow University, delivered an interesting lecture
o‘n Realistic [dealism ™ on the 12th of January, 1934, when Prof. P. Nar-
simham of the Philosophy Departinent presided.

The .lecturer gave a historical account of the Kashmirian Saivism and the
pratyabligna system of Indian philosophy and pointed out how they were
closely related ta the subject on hand.

The learned professor, in his concluding remarks, clearly pointed out how
some of the western metaphysical terms, when applied to Indian philosophical
systems, were highly misleading.

The meeting terminated with the usual vote of thanks.

Under the joint auspices of the Presidency College and Pachaiyappa's
College Sanskrit Associations, a series of lectures useful to the Intermediate

and B.A, students appearing for the University Examinations, 1934, were
delivered at 5 p,M., as per the following programme.

At the Presidency College

19-1-34  ““Kalidasa’s Theory of Poetry " Prof. S. Kuppuswami
- Sastriar, M.A., LE.S.

26-1-34 “ Kalidasa's Conception of Kingship ' Mr. A. S. Krishna
Rao, M.A.

2-2-3¢ " Meghasandesa " Mr. A. Shanmukha
Mudaliar, M.A

At the Pachaiyappa’s College

23-1-34 “ Kadambari " Mr. O. P. Rangaswami, M.A.
6-2-34 * Nagananda "’ Mr. W. Venkatakrishna Rao, M.A.
15-2.34 * Kavyadarsa Dr. A. Sankaran, M.A.

All the lectures were well attended by the students of the various colleges
of the city.
The Valedictory Address was delivered on the 28th F ebruary, by Dr. C.

Kunhan Rajah, Reader in Sanskrit, University of Madras. The Hon'ble Mr.
Justice S. Varadachariar presided.

The learned lecturer, in the course of an interesting address, said that he
was not at all certain whether what they called modern, scientific and historical
criticism was really a modern thing and whether it had anything in opposition
to the traditional way of Sanskrit study. In conclusion, he emphasised that
two things were necessary to make the study of Sanskrit ideal, namely, raising
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the status of Sanskrit Pundits, especially in the lower classes, and raising the
standard of Sanskrit knowledge in the lizher classes.

The Chairman, in the course of his concluding remarks, said that the
purpose of education, according to our ancients, was to develop character, He
told the audience that, if they believed in the revival of India’s greatness, they
must also believe in the revival of interest in the study of Sanskrit for its own
sake.

The guests were then entertained to music, Mahamahopadhyaya Prof,
S. Kuppuswami Sastrigal proposed a hearty vote of thanks and the meeting
terminated with a Mangala Sloka.

THE ANDHRA BHASHABHIVARDHANI SAMAJ

A general body meeting of the above Association was held on the 15th of
July, 1933, and the following office-bearers were elected for the year 1933-34.

Drestdent : M. R. Ry, Vidyasekhara A. Umakantam Garu,
Vice-Presidents : Mr, T. V. Narasinga Rao, M.A.
,» M. Suryanarayana, M.A.
Secretaries : M, Narasimhachary (IV Class).
S. Sankarayya (II Class),
Class Representatives : P, Krishnamurty (B. Sc, Class).
A. Narasimha Rao (IV Hons.)

‘ Lady Representative : Miss Venkamma (IV Hons.)

The Inaugural Address of the Association was delivered by M. R. Ry,
Korada Ramakrishnayya Pantulu Garu, M.A., of the Oriental Research
Institute, on the 18th of August with Mr. V. Venkateswara Sastrulu in the chair.
The subject of his lecture was ‘ The Early Period of Telugu Literature,” The
lecture was very interesting and instructive and richly deserved the rapt atten-
tion given to it by the audience.

With a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman and the lecturer the meeting
terminated.

Under the auspices of the Association a debate was held on the 21st of
November on the subject of * The Influence of Music and Literature on Society.’
Mr. A. Krishnaswamy of the IV Class occupied the chair, The debate aroused
keen enthusiasm among the students and many of them took part in the pro-
ceedings.

An Oratorical Competition was held on the 28th of February, the subject
for the competition being ‘The Influence of Poets on Society.” Messrs. A.
Umakantam, P. R. Krishnaswamy and T, V. Narasinga Rao acted as
judges, About six students took part in the competition. Messts, A. Krishna.
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swamy of the IV Class and M. Ramachandra Reddy of the II Class were
declared winners by the judges.

The Annual Social of the Samaj came off on the 5th of March, 1934, under
the presidency of Prof. P. Narasimbam Garu, M.A. After an enjoyable
evening, the meeting came to a close.

THE MALAYALEE ASSOCIATION

The activities of the Association for the second term began with an ordi-
nary meeting at 4-30 P.M. on the 16th Oct., 1933, in the Senior History Lecture
Hall under the presidentship of Mr. K. P. G. Pisharoti, when Mr. C. Murukan
Nayar of the Final Hons, Class (Maths.) gave an instructive lecture on The
Malayalam Language and its Relation to other Languages.” He dwelt at great
length on the growth of the Malayalam language which is second to none in
quality or importance. Though Sanskrit and the Dravidian languages had
contributed not a little to the development of its literature, yet it is independent,
original and not derived from any other. According to the learned speaker, the
adoption of current words, especially those conveying scientific and other
technical ideas from the great western languages, is to be welcomed, as it is
not only not detrimental, but also bound to prove highly beneficial, to the pro-
duction of scientific works in Malayalam.

Messrs. K. K. Thirumalpad and K. Bhaskara Menon also spoke on the
subject. :

After the President’s concluding speech, which was short but very interest-
ing, the meeting came to a close at 6 P.M.

The farce staged this year by our Association on the evening of Saturday,
the 11th November, in the College Dramatic Hall was really a splendid success.
‘ Cheruthaen Columbus '—for that is the title of the farce selected—is undoubt-
edly one of the best works of the late Mr. C, V. Raman Pillai, the noted Mala-
yalam writer, popularly known as the ** Moliere of Kerala.," It is quite needless
and superfluous to comment on the quality of his work, and this piece bears
ample testimony to the author’s immense fund of humour and his unique origi-
nality of ideas.

There was a crowded gathering and the function took place under the kind
patronage of the Hon. Mr. Justice K, K. Pandalai. It is very gratifying to
note that the Hon. Sir M, Krishnan Nayar also graced the occasion with his
presence The farce began with a prayer specially -prepared for the occasion
by Mr. Chelanat Achuta Menon and sung by Mr. C, Murukan Nayar. The

play was throughout very much appreciated and at the end a flash light group
photo of the actors was taken,

We are glad to record that Miss P, Ratnamayi Devi, representative of
our Association, was the worthy recipient of the first prize in the Inter:
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Collegiate Elocution competition held under the auspices of the Loyola College
Kerala Samaj.

An Inter-Collegiate Debate was conducted by our Association on the 2nd
February under the presidentship of *Dr. H. Parameswaran, in which the
Madras Law College, Loyola and Christian Colleges also participated, Mr.
K. V. Sankaran Nayar, M A., of the Law College, moved that ' In the
opinion of the house, there is necessity for a separate University for Kerala,”
In a vehement speech, he explained the various advantages of having a separate
University for the Malayalees, especially in the matter of industrial and techni-
cal education which would be in great demand in the immediate future in view
of the increasing prominence of the Cochin Harbour. Mr. Sastry of the Presidency
College stoutly opposed the resolution on the ground that a separate University
with limited extent and jurisdiction would not be conducive to a healthy
development of the much-needed liberal education. Many spoke for and
against the resolution, and when it was put to vote, there was a tie. Dr, H.
Parameswaran wound up the debate in a humorous speech in the course of
which he pointed out that a separate University would prove beneficial to Kerala,
provided it was under efficient management. With a vote of thanks by the
Secretary, the meeting came to a close,

The Valedictory Address and the Annual Social of the Association came off
on the 7th March. Mrs. Ammu Swaminathan presided and Mr. C. Achutha
Menon delivered the Address, After a group photo and light refreshments, the
meeting commenced at 6 P.M. Dr. Parameswaran welcomed the guests, and
the Secretary read the Annual Report of the Association, wherein he
mentioned that from the total funds of the Association amounting to
Rs. 542-15-7 a sum of Rs. 500 had been set apart for a prize to the student who
came out first in the oratorical contest to be conducted every year by the Assa-
ciation. After the reading of the Report, the toast for the out-going students was
proposed by Miss Ratnamayi Devi, and it was suitably replied to by Mr. C.
Murukan Nayar. Mr, Achutha Menon, in his eloquent address, took occasion
to refer to the greatness of Malayalam literature. He wished that young men
of literary taste would enrich their language with the same enthusiasm as they
would show for gaining a personal object. Mrs. Swaminathan, in her concluding
remarks, pointed out the great responsibility of the students of the present day,
who were the real makers of the future Kerala and India. -

The prizes sanctioned by the Associatlon for the best actors were then
distributed to Messss. A, P, Balakrishnan Nayar and M. Ramunni, With a
vote of thanks proposea by the Secretary, the function terminated,

THE ENGLISH HONOURS ASSOCIATION
The activities of the Association for this term began with an ordinary
meeting on the 10th January under the chairmanship of Mr, W. C, Douglas,
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when Mr. A. P. Balakrishnan Nayar read a paper on * Some Peculiarities of
South Indians in the Pronunciation of English The essayist confined himself
mostly to the peculiarities of the Malayalees, He pointed out the distorted
pronunci_ation of vowel sounds in detail and gave examples of the peculiar
pronunciation which provided much fun to the audience. Mr. V. K. A. Pillai

thfe f:ritic of the evening, pointed out some more peculiarities and explained the’
origin of some of these. He concluded saying that the correct pronunciation of
English could be cultivated by every Indian with some diligence. Mr. K. Swami-
nathan dealt exhaustively with the peculiarities of the Tamilians. Mr. S. Raja-
gopa.l‘an' pointed out the influence of Americans and Scotsmen on English pro-
nunciation. The President said that South Indians need not deplore their back-

wardfles's in correct pronunciation, for even Englishmen had their own
peculiarities. The meeting broke up at 5-30 p.M.

The Association met again on the 31st January to listen to Miss Myers
who spoke on * Some Recent Experiments in Fiction."” Mr. W. C:
Douglas was in the chair, Miss Myers dealt with some of the important
characteristics of modern novels and showed how the treatment of characters
was different in modern fiction and how modern novelists handled the theme of
love.. She illustrated her arguments with passages from modern novels. The
President wound up the meeting with a humorous speech in the course of which
he narrated his first and last attempt at writing a book of fiction.

The last ordinary meeting for the year was held on the 14th February
Mr. V. K. A. Pillai, was voted to the chair in the absence of the President ami
the Vice-President, Miss Roshen Mirza read a paper on “ The Modern Short
Story.” The essayist spoke at length on all the modern short story writers
including Kipling, O'Henry, Stevenson, Quiller-Couch, Katherine Mansfield
Edgar Allan Poe, Coppard and Galsworthy. She dwelt on the merits and,
defects of the authors and analysed the style, technique and construction of this
modern literary form, She took O'Henry's “ Gift of the Magi "
illustration of the short story, Mr. N. Narayanan Unni,
enlightened the house with some *‘ highly abstract views " on the subject. H
said that * the short story is in prose what the sonnet is in poetry.” ;VI(r; .V Ae
Suryanarayana then gave the house some hints and suggestions on h.ow. t.
build up a short story, The chairman spoke of the short story as cul .

. s tivated in
the different countries of Europe, America and England, naming some of the

important short story writers of these countries, and said that American schools
went so far as to teach short-story writing, which is an art ex ressin, o

sonality and which therefore cannot really be taught, He commrzd theg sﬁ:'-t
story to mipiature painting and said that the relation between a ‘short story and

a novel was the same as that between a miniature il-painti
\ and an oil
meeting broke up at 5-20 P.M, oll-painting, The

as a typical
‘who was the critic,
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The Committee decided to give a fitting send-off to Mr. and Mrs. W. C.
Douglas and also to unveil a portrait of the former. Accordingly the Association
was ‘At Home ’ to both of them on Friday, the 9th March. After a group photo
an enjoyable hour was spent at tea. Mr. Narayanan Unni proposed the toast
of the outgoing members, which was responded to by Mr. U S. Ramachandran.
Then Mr. V. A, Suryanarayana, B.A., read a paper on his ‘‘ Impressions of the
Year.”

After tea, the party adjourned to the English Honours Library which was
bedecked with festoons and garlands specially for the occasion. Mr, V. A,
Suryanarayana came forward with a song in his characteristic manmer. Mr.
A. P. Balakrishnan Nayar, the Secretary, in a short speech in which he gave an
account of the activities of the Association this year, requested Mr, V. K. A,
Pillai to unveil the portrait of Mr. W. C. Douglas. Mr. Pillai made a brief
speech touching the indebtedness of the Association and the English Depart-
ment to Mr. Douglas, and the portrait was unveiled amid cheers and applause.
Thanking the Association for the honour done to him, Mr. Douglas spoke for
about balf an hour, expressing his regret at leaving the College. He made it clear
that he experienced genuine sorrow at severing his connection with the Association
of which he was the founder, and assured the members that he and Mrs. Douglas
would be always glad to receive any of them who happened to visit Scotland.
* Do not waste your time "’ was the keynote of his advice to the members., He
referred them to the Sybilline story of the T'welve Books of Wisdom.

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas shook hands with every member present and bade
them good-bye, and the function terminated at 7 P.M.

THE MATHEMATICAL ASSOCIATION

Under the auspices of the Association, Mr. K. P. Subramanyam of the
[V Year Honours read an instructive paper on *‘ Pascal’s Hexagon,” on Friday,
the 10th November 1933, when Mr. G. A. Srinivasan, M.A, L, T., was in the
chair. There was a good attendance of members. The paper dealt with the
several points connected with Pascal’s Hexagon and with preliminary theorems
as aids to the understanding of the abstruse problems discussed. Mr.
Subramanyam was active with his chalk piece .and black board and made the
paper a success. Mr, S, Sankaran of the Final Honours then made 2
supplementary speech wherein he pointed out how the theorem marked the
climax in the theory of projective geometry. Discovered by its precocious
author at the age of sixteen, studied by the eminent fathers of projective
geometry, this theorem caught the imagination of mathematicians to an
astonishing degree, He then referred to the enthusiastic term Hexagrammag
Mysticum. The President, in winding up the proceedings, remarked that this
was the first time when students came forward to address the Association. He
offered usefu) words of advice on the length of the paper to be read, the
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materials to be chosen to make the subject interesting, and congratulated
Mr. Subramanyam on his valuable paper that evening. With the vote of
thanks proposed by Mr. M. Narasimhan, Secretary of the Association, the
meeting terminated.

The Members of the Association were ‘At Home ' to Professor T, Surya-
narayana, I3.A, (Cantab) on the eve of his transfer from the college as the Deputy
Director of Public Instruction at 4-15 .M. on Friday, the 15th December
1933, Almost all the members were present. The guest was profusely
garlanded on the occasion. After tea, Professor K. Ananda Rao spoke
in eulogistic teris of the valuable services rendered by Mr. T. Suryanarayana,
both as a professor and a colleague. On behalf of the students, Mr, S. Sankaran
spoke of the great help they derived from the Professor of Applied Mathematics,
and expressed in feeling terms the students’ regret on the eve of his transfer.
The guest, in reply, said that if his lectures in the class-room were a success,
he would attribute it to the intelligent understanding of his students. He
thanked them all for the kindness they bad shown him. With the vote of
thanks proposed by Mr. M. Narasimhan, the function came to an end,

The Valedictory Address ot the Association was delivered by Dr, R.
Vaidyanathaswami, Reader, Madras University, at 3-30 p.M., on Monday, the
26th February. The meeting was very lively and well attended. The erudite
lecturer spoke about '‘ Infinity.” After the usual vote of thanks the meeting
came to an end.

. SPORTS NOTES

AijA:

This year has almost been barren in respect of winning trophies. Though
the College has retained the Duncan Cup which has not been wrested from our
hands from the time the Cup was instituted, we have lost the Pennyquick Trophy
for cricket and the Panagal Cup for hockey. This is due to most of the star

" players in both the teams leaving the college. But it is encouraging to note

that a large number of students have been taking full advantage of the facilities
aflorded to them in the field of games. The compulsory games for the Interme-

diate classes give real opportunities to many students who would otherwise have
neglected to play and get the advantages of playing.

Mr. Hitch was again engaged to coach the students in cricket, His efforts
to improve the standard of cricket were amply rewarded by the college team
retaining the Duncan Cup. Besides, two of the college students, M, A,
Utthappa and B. S. Thyagarajan, gained unique distinction among the stu-
dents of this Presidency by their having been selected to play for the All-
Madras side against the England team.

The annual tournaments open to all colleges and schools in the Presidency
and the Inter-group competitions for the various groups in the college were
conducted successfully, and the following are the results :—

Open Tournaments

1, Cricket (Duncan Memorial Cup)
Won by the Presidency College
Medals for the winners

2. TFootball (Professors’ Cup)
Won by the Engineering College
Medals for the winners

3. Hockey (Raja of Panagal’s Cup)
Won by the School of Technology
Medals for the winners

32
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4. Tennis
Singles—
Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyers’s Cup
\Won by the Loyola College
Cup Presented by
M. R. Ry. Diwan Bahadur K. P. Lakshmana Rao
Runner-up—The Engineering College

Doubles —

Won by the Loyola College
Runners-up—The Law College

Group Competitions

Medals for Group Events and
Shields for Group Competitions

Seniors
Football—Group B, Physics
Hockey—Group D. Natural Science
Volley Ball ,, C. Chemistry
Cricket » D. Natural Science
Athletic Sports B. Physics
{Team Events)

Medals for the winning teams

Bourne Trophy for Champion Group D. Natural Sclence
Juniors
Football Group IA
Hockey w 1A
Volley Ball ,, 1I
Badminton » 1l
Cricket N

Jagannathan Trophy for the Champion Group
Group 11
Our college entered two tournaments in volley ball—one conducted by the

Egmore Recreation Club and the other by the Y. M. C. A. Boys' and Girls’
Exhibition. The College won the former and was the rupner-up in the latter.
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COLLEGE DAY

Diwan Bahadur S. Kumaraswami Reddiar, the Education Minister,
presided on the College Day Celebration which was held on the -27th January
1934, and distributed the prizes, Though many distinguished old boys could
not be present at the function owing to various other engagements, we had a
fairly large gathering of the old boys. There were twenty-four items on the .
programme, which included the usual competitions for the old boys. In the old
boys' race for people over forty, Major Grandhi won, while Justice K. P.
Lakshmana Rao ‘and Dr. Parthasarathi Ayyangar ran a close second and
third to the winner. The old boys’ race for those under forty was won by Mr,
P. R. Subramanian and Mr, Wahid was second. The old boys also won the

relay race against the present boys.

The lady students of the college have also been having a successful year
in their athletic activities. They had won last year the tennis and the bad-
minton tournaments conducted by the Madras Inter.Collegiate Women Athletic
Association ; this year they have retained these cups,

The following is the list of the winners in the college athletic sports :—

First Second
High jump ... T. Ramachandran <o« A, Abraham,
Long jump .es John Kuruvilla o T, Ramacha:ndran.
440 yards ... P. Sitaramiah o S, D. Hussainy.
Half mile <o S. D. Hussainy <o T, P. Venkataram,
One mile ... A.N. Jayaraman «ve  S. D, Hussainy.

i cricket
Tl;)r;)l\;vmg fhe ... B.S. Badradri A. Abraham,
Sack race ... M. Rajadorai C. V. Seshadri
100 yards race .. P.Sitaramiah «« B, S. Badradri,
Liliputians' race ... V. Ramamurthi .« A. N, Jayaraman
120 yds, High Hurdles. John Kuruvilla e P, Sitaramiah.
Fast cycling ... T.Ramachandran ... A, C, Srinivasan,
Shot put ... Md. Fazulludin <o« John Kuruvilla,
Sack fight ... Md. Fazulludin ... E, Venugopal Reddi,
220 yds, race ... P. Sitaramiah & B. S, Badradri, '
One mile open to Eogincering Coll
... Engineering College
colleges i}

Lady Students’ Lime
and spoon race ... Miss G. Mahadevan ...

Lady Students’ Musical v
chairs e Miss Malini e

Miss Roshen Mirza,

Miss D'Souzg -
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First Second

Old boys under 40 ... P. R. Subramanian «.  Wahid

Old boys over 40 ... Major Grandhi .. Justice, K. P. Lakshmana

Rao.
Musical chair on

cycles ... A.C. Srinivasan ... L. Rajiah,
Relay (past and present) Old Boys
Champion Athlete of

the college ... P_Sitaramiah.

INTER-GROUP ATHLETIC SPO.RTS

Seniors

Juniors
100 yards Relay Chemistry Group 11
220 yards Physics. Group IIT
Hurdles Physics. ‘ Group I1
Liong jump Chemistrp. Group III

Tennis.

The College Tournaments in Open Singles, Doubles and Handicap Singles
and Doubles were conducted successfully and the following are ths winners and
the runners-up in the various tournameénts :— ' ‘

Open Singles.

Winner : P. K. Kandaswami.
Runner-up: 7. P. Pillaj.

Open Doubles.

\Niﬁners: P, K, Kandaswami and T. P, Pillai.
Runners-up: Venkataraman and Subbial.

Handicap Singles.
Winner ; P, K. Kandaswami.
Runper-up: N, Venkateswara Row.
Handicap Doubles,

Winners : N. Venkateswara Row and Seshagiri Row.

Runners-up: K. Sabbiah and Ramakrishnan,
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THE PREMIER HOUSE
FOR

HIGH CLASS OPTICAL GOODS

ALL RECOGNISED HIGH GRADE MODELS
AT LOWEST RATES

CONCESSION RATES FOR STUDENTS.
RADHA BROS,
OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS )
174, BROADWAY (Opposite Indian Bank) MADRAS.
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-Book of Botany
A Ha]?;l Dewan Bahadur K. RANGACHARIAR, M.A,, L.T., LE.S,
(Recommended by the Madras, Andhra and Central Provinces,

. Lucknow and Mysore Universitics) Rs 6 0 0 %
ials of Indian Liogic
Esseng;a}hhamahopadhyaya S. I}JUPP!:{SWAM‘I: Sl?esrm. NgA.. L.T,
C arative Philology, Presidency College, Madras
(Prof. of Comp . o Cioth Rs.4 0 O
A Hand-Book of English Industrial History

(Prof. of Indian History, Presidency College, Madyas) Re.1 8 O
A Short History of Rome
By T. R. SESHA AYYANGAR, M.A, .
(Prof. of History, Pachaiyappa's College, Madras) Cloth Rs. 2 4 O
A Hand-Book of Liogic ;
By R. RAMANUJACHARI, MLA, I

KBTS EX IR BN

By V. RANGACHARYA, MA, I

(Lecturer in the Annamalai University, Chidambayam) Rs.2 0 O

iate Physics
I”‘“"“Bn,egf%. v;-:m}:ummx (Christian College, Madyas)
Vol, L. K8, 2 8 U VoL II, Rs.8 O 0]
Principles of Liocal Governments in England and their
application to India. By T. B.Russiz, 1.C.S. Re. 1 4 o l

P. VARADACHARY & Co.

8, LINGA CHETTY ST., MADRAS.
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