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504 THE SCHOLAR

to every action of theirs. Here is the genesis of those apparently
religious restrictions that were imposed on the conduct of the
Chakkyar Kuthu, for instance the function could be had only in
temples, that the subject matter should always be Puranic and
that the Chakkyars, who probably were selected from amonga
class of people held in esteem, confidence and love by the Arvans,
were alone privileged to recite the story.

This function of summarising and interpreting in Malayalam
the writings in Sanskrit gave rise to the need for the Chakkyars
acquainting themselves with the Sanskrit language. They thus
began to cultivate the knowledge of Sanskrit dramas ard
dramaturgy and employ their Ithivritha (argnment) for the
Kuthu. But 4 bare narration of the Likivritha could bardly please
any lay audience unless it was adapted to the local environments.
So the Chakkyars very cleverly began to diversify their recitation
with very many humorous side talks suitable to the context and
thus sustain the interest of the spectators. To afford additional
attraction, Tala and Mela were provided, a particular class of
people called Nambiyars were engaged for drumming {technically
Mizhavu Kcttuga) and keeping time ('ala). and the Nambyar
womeu called Nangyars were employed to dress themselves as
Devasthris (heavenly damsels) and dancealong with the Chakkyars.
The meaning of whatever was given out by the Chakkyar
accompanied by his own Abhinaya was also explained to the
audience by appropriate Angya (finger signs). Thus the Chakkyar
Kuthu laid the first foundation for the Kathakali. The subse-
quent developments, one after the other, will be found approxim-
ating to the several features of the Kathakaii. :

These Chakkyars, the professional
wanted to improve their art further and afford greater enjoy-
ment to the spectators. So, leaving aside the beaten track of
narrating the stories of the Natakas (Sanskrit drama). they
pitched upon a new kind of literary work, Jayadeva's Gitagovin-
dam asd rendered the same in Abhinaya. Jayadeva having flour-
ished in the 12th century, the adoption hy the Chakkyars of this
story must be some time later, though how much later cannot
with precision be ascertained. Asis well known, owing to the

metre emgployed, this work is also called Ashitapadi.
lent itself to sweeter musical r

dramatists of Kerala,

The poem
: ) ecitation and the subject matter
being Lord Krishna’s Rasacreeda had also a greater devotional

value. Added to this the Sringara Kasa (love) was also there.
Keeping this poem as their basis, the Chakkyars bersan 10
and act accompanied by Maddalam and other music
This is called the Ashtapadiyattam.

introduced into this Ashtapidiyattam

sing
al instruments.
Now the progressive changes
may b2 noted. Instead of
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adopting the plot of a Nataka, the subject of recitation became i:
poem belonging to the Nnitya group. There arose greater scopz
for Sringara Rasa. New musical instruments llk.e Maddalam began
to be used. In other important respects no dlffe'rence at all was
to be found between the Kuthu and the Ashtapadiyattam.

The Krishnattam is only a natural successor of 'this /}shta{)ad:-
yattam. It was almost pure Sanskrit drama. Itis beheve(.i that
it was through the advice of the great devotet? of Lord Kns'hna,
Vilwamangalam Swamiyar, that Manavedan Raja, the Zamorin of
Calicut, the founder of the Krishnattam, fixed up the dress of
Krishna and settled other details. This Krishnattam troupfa was
trained by the Royal family and was kept as a Permanent'mstl-
tution for several years and even to-day as a reh‘c‘ of t}.1at. in the
counter-part of leases executed by tenants to t!n§ family, a pro-
vision is found for the payment of a small perquisite for Krishna-
ttam Kali. o .

In Xrishnattam some more departures from l.tS 1mme(?1?te
predecessors were made. The method of the actor.hlmself reciting
the story was given up. The story was to be recited by another
with musical accompaniments from behind the actor and the
latter was to simply exemplify the songs with Angya ?md Abh-maya.
The limitation of the subject matter to the Rasakrida portxon‘ as
in the Ashtapadivattam was removed and the principle of selecting
from a wider field as in the Kuthu was accepted. But, as a ma'tter
of fact, the Krishnattim confined itself with r.egard to its subject
matter, to that part of Krishna's story relatmg.to. Kamsavadha
(killing of Kamsa). In course of time.'the restrictions that the
staging should be only in temple precincts and that the actors
should be Chakkyars alone, also dropped out. The date of the
Krishnattam can only be broadly fixed as the 14th Century.

Kottarakkara Thampuran who lived somewhere between the
15th and 16th century (his date is still a mattgr gf ke.en contro-
versy) then composed the ananattam: due it is said to some
misunderstanding that arose between him anfl the Zamorin Raja
of Calicut with regard to the sending of the Krishnattam troupe to
Kottarakara. Though in style end deportment, the Krishnattam
was its basis, several new features were introduced. The story
of the Ramayana, which has given it its name was adf)pted as the
subject matter. More actors were required for th1§ ?han were
necessary for the Krishnattam. Instead of the costly Kmtarqs etc.
(crown) which formed the head-dress of the actors in the K.nshna-
ttam, simpler equipments were prescribed. Different kinds Qf
dress for different actors were decided upon. Free use of Mani-
pravalam style (a melodious mizture of Sanskrit and Mz_alayalam)
in Slokas and Malayalam words in Padas were permitted. In
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tf—;i/(rhe Best Body & Brain Refresher)

(Refreshing, Invigorating &
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It is a mighty name in the
Indian industrial world, though yet
new to this Presidency. Seth Am-
balal Sarabhai, Mr. F- E. Dinshaw,

Sir Purushothamdas Thakurdas,
Seth Kasturibhai Lalbhai & Na-
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Directors.
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HOW MANY WORDS
DO YOU KNOW?

Roosevelt Knew 125,000 Words
Lloyd Gearge Anows 100,000 words.
Shakespeare Knew 24,000 Words.

The Editor of the New Standard Dictionary stutes that “ the average well-
educated American knows from 60,0J0 to 70,000 words. Every well read person of
fair ability and education will be able to understand, as used, 50,000 words.”

Compare the estimated vocabularies of Roosevelt and Lloyd George with
Shakespeare's which was the largest of the 16th century. Milton's the next
largest, numbered 18.000 words. It is apparent how amazingly the English
language has grown.

To-day in order to keep abreast of the times--to be among the “well read
people of fair ability ”—a man must know twice as many words as did the Bard of
Avon. To forge ahead—to be a well educated man—he should treble the master
dramatist's vocabulary. ‘

LEARN MORE WORDS AND GAIN SUCCESS

The world-renowned Grenville Kleiser Correspondence Course in Practical
English and Mental Efficiency enables you to become a Master of English by the
easiest system of study and in the shortest time possible. It teaches you in your
spare moments at home how to—

Enlarge Your Stock of Words,

Use the Right Word in the Right
Place,

Write Tactful, Forceful Letters,
Advertisements, Stories, Ser-
mons, ctc,

Become an Engaging Conver-
sationalist,
Enter Good Society,
Be a Man or Woman of Culture,
Power and influence in Your
Community.

Whautever vour husiness or occupation Grenville Kleiser can make you more
success/ul. Wkether you are a doctor, a lawyer, a merchant, a clergyman, a
teacher, a student, an engineer, salesman, a clerk, or in business of any kind, a
comm ind of English will bring you to the forefront and lack of it will be a drag
on your upward climb. You need good English in every relation of your life and
it wi'l help you, as no other single thing can, to reach the goal of your desires

and achieve success.

Decide, -therefore, to enrol for the
Kleiser (Correspondence Course at the
earliest opportunity. The Course is the
busy man’s short-cut to a full expressive
vocdbulary and correct grammar and
requires but 15 minutes a day. Enthusi-
as’ic endorsements have been written by
famous writers as well 8s thousands of
gratified students, from all over the
world

Complete details of the Courses are
given in our Prospectus, which you can
obtain FREE OF CHARGE. Drop a
Post card for it today or

POST THIS COUPON

to the Tutorial Institute, Delhi.

THE TUTORIAL INSTITUTE,

Headquarters, DELHI, 40

I am desirous of becoming a
master of English. Please send me
full particulars of your corres-
pondence course.

Name ..o e e vae e
Address...co..cveivvieieries v

Age............Occupation..................
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O G A By SHRI YOGENDRA, Founder of
BOOKS Yoga Institutes in India and America.

YOGA PERSONAL HYGIENE : Prefaced by J. W. Fox, M. D. Pp. 327 with 31
I1lus. Rs. 10; £1; S. 500.

RHYTHMIC EXERCISES: * A new scheme of Physical Culture based upon the
harmony of breath and physical movements.” Book Review. Fifth thousand,
Pp. 78, with 19 Illus. Re. 1.

BREATHING METHODS: With 10 Different methods of Breathing known to
Orientalists. Pp. 74 with 8 Illus. Re. 1.

WAY TO LIVE: “ Here is health in a nutshell. It teaches how to care for the
most important organs of the body.” Modera Living. Pp. 96, with 11 Illus. Re. 1.

LIFE PROBLEMS: Third Edition, Pp. 132, Rs, 1—4 -0

YOGA: An international illustrated monthly on the science of Yoga. Annual
Subscription Rs. 2—4—0 only.

YOGA INSTITUTE, P. B. 481, BOMBAY

OF INTEREST TO LAWYERS

WE UNDERTAKE BINDING OF LAW VOLUMES AT A
‘UNIFORM RATE OF RUPEE 1—4—0
PER VOLUME

GILDING FREE FINISH UP-TO-DATE

THE SCHOLAR PRESS,
PALGHAT




REMARKABLE HELP BOOKS
For College Students.
Madras University Inter-in-Arts Examination 1935—'36.
1. Examination Guide for Shakespeare’s Richard !I. All
important, passsages annotated with summaries of scenes,
character sketches and University questions and answers.

By K. Swaminathan. 1 00
2. Text Examinor for Selections from Irving,

By P. Venkateswaran, M. A. 1 00
3. Text Examiner and full notes for Sundaram’s Prose.

By Venkateswaran, M. A. 1 80

4. Critical Guide for Fortunes of Nigel, Epic of Mount
Everest, Mashi & other Stories. By S. Subramany.am, M.A. 1 0 0

5. Text Examiner & Notes for Trevelyan's Mac ulay. 4
By P. Venkateswaran, M. A. 1 8 0

6. Critical Guide for Trumpet Major, R. L. Stavenson &

Short Stories. By S. Subramanyam, M. A. 1 0 0

FOR ALL COLLEGE BOOKS AND ANNOTATION
Apply to:—

THE EDUCATIONAL BOOK DEPOT,
11, ARUNDAL STREET,
MYLAPORE

BHARATHI PUBLISHING HOUSE,
AVENUE ROAD, BANGALORE CITY
Our Publications for the use of the Secondary and the Primary Schools.

English.  (For supplementary Reading). By Arthur Duncin, M. A.,

GRADE L. Price 4 As each. 1. Under the Rainbow. 2. A Story Garden.
GRADE II. Price 4 As. each. 1. Woodland Tales. 2. In Fairyland.
GRADE III. Price 6 As. each. 1. Himalayan Tales. 2. Tales of Wonder (in Press).

KANARESE

1. NIDHIBODHE. (Moral Instructor) Parts 1—4 by G. Siddippa & G. K.
Thimmanna Char, M. A, B. T.

(Parts I & II are approved by the Text ook Committee, Madras for the use
of the Teachers of the Primary Schools and Farts I1I & [V for Class use in the
Secondary Schools.)

2. JOSEPH ADDISON. Price 10 As. By D. R, Channe Gowds, B. A,

(Approved by the Text Book Committee, Madras, for Cluss use in the
Secondary Sohools.)

3. RAN[CH(_)UDRANI Part 1. Price 14 As. By Vidwan Vidyabushana
Balasaraswati. (Approved by the Madras University, as a Text Book for the
intermediate Examination of 1936.

4. MAHARAJA SIMHA. Price Re.1. By Vidwan Vidyabushana Balasaraswati.

5. SOBHANE. Price 12As. (Approvelby the Text B Committee, Ma:
for the Library of the Secondary Schools) . ook Committee, Malras,

6. MAKKALA BOKKASA. (Childr.n’s Treasur ies.  Pri ac
By Vidwan Vidyabushana Balasaraswati. ¢) Serie e 3 As. each.

1. Gajendra Moksha. (Approved by the Text itte
the Libraries of the Prim:g'r;’ Schoolz.) ¢ Text Dook Committee, Madras, for

2. Parasurama Balya. 3. Dharmave Jaya 4. Doddavarary,
the Educationists, Parents and Book sellers is earnestly solicited

For Copies, apply to the Publishers or

MESSRS. K- A- CHOURAPPA & SONS,
BOOK-SELLERS ETC., AVENUE ROAD, SANGALORE CITY

Patronage of

Cures Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Syphilis, ulcerated sores,
black pimples on the face, glandular swelling, scurvy sores, blood and
skin diseases, and is an marvellous remedy for impoverished blood,
nervous debiliiy, premaiure decay or want of strength and energy and
the fearful compliaints. Any one who has used it will not deny the
fact that ** Amrita Sarsa ' is the best Blood Purifier and a charm that
infuses fresh vizour into the system.

The mixture is pleasant to taste and is free from any injurious
ingredient. It is perfectly harmless in its action and is equally effica-
cious to the healthy and the diseased.

Price: 1 phial Re 1. 3 phials Rs. 2-8. Per dozen phials Rs. 9.

Postage As. 8. Re. 1—1 --0 and postage for one dozen separate.

MAHA SASARISTA

The great remedy for all kinds of Cough and Asthma. Thereis
no other dissase so painful and intolerable as that of cough Victims
of these diseases never get peace of mind in any stage, when at sleep or
awake. When the diseases are sz2vere the body is bedewed with sweat,
the face becoming pale, expression impossible, the respiratory efforts
become violent and the patient is in a paroxysm of the most intense
dysphonia. When the patient is in such a stage he feels the world
whirl round him. let him take one dose of our Maha Sasarista and
he is sure to feel immense relief. Our Maha Sasarista is the specific
for the constitutional cure of Cough and Asthma. We generally
advise our patients to use this medicine first of all 3 bottles are quite
sufficient to destory the disease to its very germ and to give great
relief and peace of mind.

Price 8 oz., phial Re. 1-8 3 phials Rs. 3-12. Postaz= 0-11-0 & 1-0-0.

SRI GOPAL TAILA
THE WONDERFUL INVIGORATOR OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM

Sri Gopal Taila is the best Nervine Tonic. It invigorates the brain
cheers the mind, removes ail seminal weakness and acts as a sovereign
remedy for sexual incapacity. It has the most exhilarating effect after
use. It infuses a fresh vizour into the worn-out & infirm constitution.

Price per phial Re., 1. 3 phials Rs. 2-8. Postage 0-8-0 & 1-0-0.
The Mahat Ayurvedic Pharmacy,

KAVIRAJ RAJENDRANATH SEN GUPTA KABIRATNA,
1441 Upper Chitpur Road, CALCUTTA
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RUKMANI COOKER

will give WHOLESCME FOOD at MINIMUM
BOOKLET COST and LITTLE ATTENTION

FREE Cookers for 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 12, & 16 persons.
Price Rs. 10, i4, 18, 23, 29, 35 & 4|
Rukmani Cooker Co.,
Royapuram (3) MADRAS

AGENTS
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COIMBATORE : The Coimbatore Swadeshi Emporium Limited.
OTTAPALAM : The Malabar Swadeshi Emporium Limited.
CALICUT : Messrs. U. B. Dutt & Co.
CANNANORE : National Stores, Camp Bazaar.
TELLICHERRY : E. R. Menon Esq., General Merchant.
ERNAKULAM & TRICHUR : The Kerala Swadeshi Stores, Ltd.
TRIVANDRUM : The Indian Emporium.
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THE MADRAS SPORTS WORKS,

VARIETY HALL ROAD,

COIMBATORE

Madras Office: SHARMAN & Co., Mount Road, Madras
Suppliers of Games Materials to most of the Schools, Colleges

and Clubs of this Presidency.

Every Sportsman knows that in the quality of our goods,
the reasonableness of our price and the effictency

of our service we simply defy compctition.

Readers of THE SCHOLAR are requasted tn patronise the
only firm of actual sporting soods manfacturers
capitalised & manned entirely by South Indians,

P. K. SITARAM. B. a.,

Manager.
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THE PREMIER MONTHLY JOURNAL OF MALABAR
Editor:—E. H. PARAMESWARAN, M. A, L. T.
Subscription Rs. 3 a year and annas 4 a copy.

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF

For a vear.  For single insertion.

Full Page Rs. 80 Rs. R
Half Page Rs. 45 Rs., 414
Quarter Page Rs. 25 Rs. 2Lo

Special rate for special position.

BUSINESS NOTICE
1. The Scholar will be published by the end of every month.

2. Contributions for publication in the magazine are invited on
topics of general interest. Rejected contributions will not be returned
unless stamps are enclosed to cover the postage.

3. All communications relating to the magazine should be
addressed direct to the Office and not to any individual by name.

4. Subscribers are requested to quote their subscribers’ number
when writing to the Office: otherwise, unnecessary delay may be
occasioned owing to the difficulty of searching out the correct
address.

S. Advertisers who are desirous of changing their running adver-
tisements are requested to send in their change of matter before the
1st of every month. '

6. The Scholar reserves to itself the right to accept or refuse
any advertisement which it does not approve, and in no case will accept
any advertisement which contains any objectionable matter ; it also
reserves to itself the right to alter or delete words or phrases which it
considers objectionable.

7. Sample copies will be sent on application when accompanied
by stamps for two annas.

For all other information please apply to:

THE MANAGER,
The Scholar, Palghat.




P. R. RAMA IYER & CO,,

BOOKSELLERS & PUBLISHERS

Beg to announce that they have resumed
business and have brought out {he following
publications for the present year.

COLLEGE BOOKS
INTERMEDIATE 1935 & 1936
The Minor Poems
By R. Krishnamurthy, P. Mahadevan & T. R.H.Peck. 1 0 ¢

Notes on Trevelyan’s Life & Letters of Macauley
By T. R. H. Peck. 1 8 0

Critical Guide on the Nondetailed Texts prescribed
for 1936

By V. Gopalaswamy. L 00
Froblems in Intermediate Mathematics

By Prof. Mortyn Thomas. 1 00
Summary of European History 18 0
Comus Edited with Introduction & Notes. 0 ¢ o
English Constitutional History

By M. G. Guruswamy, M. A. 280

SCHOOL BQOKS

English :

Readings in Prose & Verse Junior Reader. 012 0

Golden Tales for thz Young.... 0 4 0
Tamil :

Chakravarthi Nayanar : Bhalar Bharatham. . 0 30

Bhalar Bhagavatham ... 0 6 0

For All College & School Texts and Study helps refer to :

P. R. RAMA IYER & CO.,

MADRAS

ANNOUNCEMENT

S. NATHAM & Co.,

CHEMISTS & DRUGGISTS.
PALGHAT

02

Beg to inform their Num-
erous Customers that they
have closed their office at
Sultanpet and are doing
business only at the pre-
mises on the Big Bazaar
Road just near the Rail-
way Goods shed gate.

M. R. Swaminatha lyer,

Proprietor.




E. M. GOPALAKRISHNA KONE,

BOOKSELLER & PUBLISHER,
MADRAS & MADURA

ENGLISH PUBLICATION

. The Excelsior English Readers, First Book.

2. The Excelsior New English Readers, First Book,
Parts | & Il

Edited by M. S, H. Thompson, B.A.,1.E.S each 0

3. New Selections of Prose & Poetry Books | & Il

4. Devasikamani, A Garland of English Verse.

0

0

0

6

5. A Garland of English Poetry (for Upper Forms.) 0 12

6. Story Poems, Senior, Parts 1 & 1,

Edited by G. C. L’Cruz, B A. ... each 0 8

7. English Prose & Verse
Edited by D'Cruz.

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK OF

ALL GENERAL BOOKS.

E. M. GOPALAKRISHNA KONE,

MADRAS & MADURA

R
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JUST OUT! JUST ouUT!!

ROCHOUSE_COLLEGE MANUAL
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Sabarmati Ashram.”
6. LAST WORDS

HE Great Breath of the Cosmos ebbs and flows in
rhythmic motion—manvantara, pralaya and manvan-
tara again. The rains give birth to countless plants

which wither in the summer till the rains return. The seed gives
rise to fruits which soon must die, so that the seeds may scatter
life abroad and thus give birth to new.

The Sabarmati Ashram came to fruitage in the Dandi March
and in the years that followed. The seed had ripened, and the
hour had come for it to scatter, bearing life to distant places, so
that it might blossom, ripen, there. There was one Ashram;
now, as Gandhiji in a message to his ‘‘children” said, wherever
any one of Ashram folk may go, there is the Ashram, though we
be unworthy of the name.

Sabarmati had already passed three stages of its life. The
early years were mainly study, study of the poor and how to help
them in spinning and in many other ways. Then came the time
of family life, and the Ashram became a home, a school, a
training-ground of candidates for service of the nation. Time
passed, and in the crisis it existed but as a temporary shelter for
active workers in that service.—apart from worldiv aims, and
wholly dedicated to the Cause. Now, last of all, the call had
come to take sannyasa; its Founder sent his family on to the

* See .Innuury: AF_eEBfunry, March, April and May issues for the earlier
parts of this series.
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roads of life, to wander penniless, relying wholly on their God to
furnish every need.

M'fmy wonder why, if the Ashram was doing such good
work, it ha.s so madly, so quixotically, been thrown away by him
who made it and held it as a trust for India. But to God one
cann}cl)_t offer but the very best one has, and it is just because it
:)V:lsev; \rls(rjstrhdeax}']est thing that. Bapu had to give it up. Can wife,
Candbsii leF ol(.i sannyasi from his search for God? As
N 131 Pal{led, it had to go. because he who holds anything

when seeking for the Freedom which is Truth, and Gad,
can never find. And none can doubt the sincerityv of Bapu's search.

1 So the Ashr:am that used to be at Sabarmati now is in every
place where India’s lovers may be found. As Gandhiji has often
said, the Ashramite is he who loves and truly tries to follow the
Ideal, hf)wever often he may fail to reachit. So myriads of
Asl}ramxte:s live here and there in India, unknown to him, and in
their keeping is the Ashram which lived so long in Gujerat and
lI?reta:;o}:?art; of I.“dia’s starving masses. If they desire true
ing thoty 80 realise that Swar.j becins within the Self, gstablish-
RS vernment first within the heart. they will surely
ay find that all other things are added unto them.

defe;[;}il:;e ar;éothose who angrily dismiss such thoughts as mere
ment that, i: {’{;{Zi;]nda to keep the pegole loyal to the Govurn.-
gion. thas t. ) itha sneer they ask, * What has a].l of this reli-
and ;Vorldi 0,‘ ,(;‘}V‘V‘ﬂ.‘ Dohtnc%? Let us not confuse things spiritual
cott. For yli ) at isa forelgn_thoughr, and werthy of the boy-
drawing s metl}izlon is that which links usall to one another,
of court the common Source and Goal, and Politics the art

eous living together in Society. How can we separate
them, prison them in watertight compar-tmems ?

throiana‘;dalwrays Qta.ught that iny righteousness can enjoy a
hearers that g:dspu;. lt)he Arabu.m Prophet often warned his
ruler ; and sver ) the ower behind, would overthrow an evil
mode;-n Wear hy other Creed h.z\s tmught the same. Onlvin the
Politics to tha l:sl't ere been this divorce. Let us rather wed our
reliant and dov : l(illlon which makes man strong and pure, self-
sectaria oted to the Truth, even while we guard against
i narrowness that leads to ignorance and hate.

When [ndian patriot leaders have won Self-rule within them-

selve ; .

indeeeqé t\:’]i:?utﬂh the~lr semess devotion to the Cause of Truth. then

only those w}:’ue «S'wara;yf; come, and India will have as rulers
s O are one with that eternal Higher Self.

————

|3 ¥e>

The Kathakali : Historical
Background.

BY M. S. KRISHNA IYER, B. A, B. L.

HE Kathakali form of Abhinaya is not peculiar to
i Malabar. Some kind of dumb show or pantomime in
which stories of a religious nature were staged existed
at one time or other among peoples of many countries and of all
religious persuasions. For example, in the early Tamil literature,
we have references to such pantomime shows enacting the mira-
culous deeds of the Gods. What could have been the reasons for
this kind of representation of ideas through signs instead of by
conversation is a matter for pure conjecture. It was probably
thought infradig for actors who played the role of superior
beings to talk the language of m=n. Conversation might also
have heen supposed to lessen the uncondescending dignity of high
personages and mar the all-round scenic effect. In a less civilised
society the difficulty of training the actors to converse on the stage
and the equal difficulty of the spectators to follow the conver-
sation might also have heen felt. Whatever that might be, out of
these dumb shows gradually emerged the modern drama as in
ancient Greece and England. In Kerala this gradual process
stopped with the Kathakali. It did not lead on to the develop-
ment of the Malayalam drama. The reason for this is to be found
in the predominant influence of the Aryan language, Sanskrit,
with which was merged the individuality of the dramatic art of
Kerala. This Sanskritic influence is seen in Kathakali even in its
earliest stages of evolution.

That the Kathakali of to-day gradually evolved out of the
earlier forms of Nritya and Natya found in Kerala will be clear
from an examination of the origin and growth of these arts.
These earlier forms, in the order of their time of origin, were the
Chakkyar Kuthu, the Ashtapadiyattam, the Krishnattam, and the
Ramanattam. Is is purely through Aryan influence that the first
of these came to be founded.

From the times the Aryans settled down in Kerala they tried
in several ways to impart to the indigenous population a know-
ledge of the Aryan Puranic lore. The institution of Chakkyar
Kuthu was the result of one such attempt. The new-comers
wanted to instil in the people of Kerala a spirit of reverence to-
wards the Aryans and their culture. It is religion that appeals
most to the human heart, and so a religious colouring was given

—
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to every actioaf of theirs. Here is the genesis of those apparently
religious restrictions that were imposed on the conduet of the
Chakkyar Kuthu, for instance the function could be hadxggly in’

temples, that the subject matter should alwa sl
ys be Puranic asd
that the Chakkyars, who probably were selected from amo:::mif*

e

class of people held in esteem, confidence and }
. 1 °v3 b ) the A )
were alone pljiyileged to recite the story. ¢ s

This function of summerising and interpreting in Malayalam -,

the writings in Sanskrit gave rise to the need for the::C
acquainting -themselves with the Sanskrit laiﬁ%’;iﬁo%}g’-hekk::;: '
began to cultivate the knowledge of Sanskrit dramas” and
dramaturgy and. employ their Ithivritha (argument) for the
Knt}zgy jgn.t-nlmre narration of the Iihivritha could bardly please
any lay audience unless it was adapted t_d the local environments,

So the Chakkyars very cleverly began to diversify their recitation

- with very many humorous side talks suitable to the conte
thus su.s_tain-_ the interest of the spectators. To afford addixttioax;‘tg
attraction, ' Tala ,anc.l. Mela were provided, a particular class of
peppl_e called Nambiyars were engaged for drumming (technically
Mishavu Kcituga) ‘and kdbping time (Tala), and the Nambyar

women galled Nangyods were employed to dress themselvesas

Devgsthris (heavenly damsels) and daiy long with the Chakkyars
The meaning of whatever was jiyés out. by the Chakkyar
accompanied by his own Abhinaya was also exphmed to the
audience })y appropriate Angya (finger signs). Thu# ihtb-kkyar
Kuthu laid the first foundation for the Kathakali. The subse-
quent developments, one after the other, will be found approxim-
-ating-to the several featutrgs of the Kathakaii. y

These'Chakkyars. the professional dramatists of Kerala
wanted to improve their art further and afford greater enjo;!:
ment to the spectators. So, leaving aside the beaten track of
ngrrating the stories of the Natakas (Sanskrit drama), the
pitched upon a new kind of literary work, Jayadeva's Gim"‘gdi:iny-
flam a?d rendered the same in Abhinaya. Jayadeva hlving flour-
ished in the 12th century, the adoption by the Chaki:y’frs of this
story mugt.be some time later, though how much later cannot
with precision be ascertained. As is well known, owing to th
metre employed, this work is also called Ashtapadi. The poen:
legt itself to sweeter musical recitation and ‘the subject matter
being Lord Krishna’s Rasacreeda had also a greater devot'ional
value: Adfied to this the Sringara Rasa (bove) was also there
Keeping this poem as their basis, the ChaRkyars began to sin :
;}rigsa;:st ;cl;;lm&an;:dhby M;ddalam and other musical i::struméntf

e Ashtapadiyattam. i ,
introduced into this Ashtapadiyatta ml\r]::; tl:‘: :;:ti;.ewl‘:xes:::?gg

""the story w
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adopting the pjot of a Nataka, the.subject of recitation became a
poem belonging to the Nritya groupy’. There arose Rreater :scope
for S riugar@,@gﬁa- New musical instruments like-Maddalam began
to be uae(L}p other : jmpaortant respects no difference at all was
to be foilqdiﬁetween the Kuthu’andgthe Ashtapadiyattam.

.. The/K¥ishnattans is only i natétal successof of this Ashtapadi-

yattam.;/3t was almost pure Suisktit drama. ' It is believed'that
it was through the advice of thelgreat devatee of Lord Krishns,
Vilwamangalam Swamiyar, that Manavedan Raja, the'Zamorin of
Calicut, the founder of the Krishnattam, fixed up the dress of
Krishna snd settled other details: - This Krishnattam troupe was
‘trained by the ‘Royal family and was kept as a permanent insti-
sution for several years and even: to-day as a relic of that, in the
counter-part of leases executed by tenants {gthid femily, a pro-
vision is found for the: pasyment of & small pepguisit fou Krishna-
ttam Kali. . "o, 5% 5 : ot

Jaak soToe. 1agné - depiitares: from its:imniediste
 were-mede. Thimethod of the actor himself reciting
as given up. . THa story was to be recited ‘by another
with musical sccompanimepts from behind the: actor and ' the
latter was to simply axemplify the songs with Angyaand Abkinaya.
The limitation of the subject matter to the Rasakrida portion as

“fa the Asktapadiyattam was removed and the principle of selecting

from a wider field as in the Kuthu was accepted. But, as & matter
of fact, the Krishnattam confined itself with regard to its §ubject
matter, to that part of Krishna's story relating to Kamsavadha
(killing of Kemsa), In course of time, the restrictions that the
staging should be only in temple precincts and that the actors
should be Chakkyars alone, also dropped out. .The date of the
Krishnatjam can only be broadly fixed as the 14th Century.

Kottarakkara Thampuran who lived somewhere batween the
15th and 16th century (his date is still a matter of keen contro-
versy) then composed thp Ramanattam, due it is said to some
misunderstanding that arose between him and the Zamorin Raja
of Calicut with regard to the sending of the Krishnattam troupe to

aKottarakara. Though in style and deportment, the Krishnattam
was its basis, several new features were introduced. The story
of the Ramayana, which has given it its name was adopted as the
subject matter. More actors were required for this than were
necessary for the Krishnattam. Instead of the costly Kiritams etc.
(crown) which formed the head-dress of the actors in the Krishna-
ttam, simpler equipments were prescribed. Different kinds of
dress for different actors were decided upon. Free use of Mani-
pravalam style (a melodious mizture of Sanskrit and Malayalam)
in Slokas and Malsyalam words in Padas were permitted. In
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staging this Ramanattam some changes were first introduced by
Kaplingat Nambudri. Several formalities began to be enforced.
Instead of the crude head dress made of the bark of the arecanut
tree worn by the early Ramanattam actors according to the indi-
genous. Kerala style, it was settled that Kiritams should be worn,
that the face of the actors should be painted and that the Nritya
should be accompanied by the Chenda (drum) and Maddalam.
In continuation of these reforms one Kalladikodan Nambudiri
ruled that the musician behind should be accompanied by another
called the Sangidikaran to repeat the songs and that the Padas
should be interpreted by Angya, but once. Thus from the
Chakkyarkuthu one change after another was introduced which
in the final stages of the Ramanattam almost corresponded to the
paraphernalia of the Kpthakali that we see to-day.

With these changes in dress, deportment, action etc. in view,
Kottayathu Thampuran wiote four Attakathas (the name given
to the literary works, the texts of the present Kathakali Abhi-
naya). Later on, several Attakathas were written. But all these
were madelled upon those of the Kottayathu Thampuran and as
was done by the Thampuran, all Puranic stories were accepted
as their themes by poets for composing Attakathakal. The Katha-
kali thus became the representation in the stage of any kind of
story with certain well defined conventions.

Light From The East.

_BYP. NARASIMHACHARI, M.A,, L.T.

’ | “Q% HAT the world is torn by conflicts is a self-evident

2D _ proposition. Individual against individual, race against
I8 28 race, nation against nation, class against class,—every-
where one is pitted against the other, with cgnseq_uent_ ant?-
gonisms, aversions and hstreds. The cult of individualism is
rampant, exalting the individual and his interests to the neglect
of the interests of humanity as a whole.

In the years of internment from 1914 to 1918 in an enemy-
alien camp in England, Paul-Cohen Portheim.ng German Jew,
read widely and contemplated deeply on the malady of the .world.
and drank avidly from the fountain of the ancient eastern wisdom;
and the fruits of his study and_ meditation ‘he has given to th.e
world in axt epoch-making book, The Message of Asia.* Asia
has always been and still is, imbued with the truth of Univers-
alism,” he says. *‘ Europe, especially since .the Ren@ssance, !:as
developed on more and more strongly individualist lx.nes...Behgnd
the disputes of the day lies the real problem of our times, Whlc!\'
is the issue of Asia versus Europe and the synthesis of the .u:vo.
And Asia to him is not a mere geographical term _but a spiritaoal
one, calling to his mind the sacred writings of India and the great
sages of China, as well as of their art.

Whst, according to Mr. Cohen-Portheim, is the Message gf
Asia? * That the sensible world is mere appearance, maya, 18
the fundamental notion that is repeated over and over agein in
countless Indian metaphysical writings. Appearance is deceptive,
but behind it, obscured as if by a veil, lies truth...The t}'uth
remains bidden from us, according to the wisdom qf th.e ,I’ndlans,
pecause the sensible world is dominated by antithesis.”” And
« antithesis ” is the key-word of the book. The author develops
the thesis that it is reason or intelligence that sets up contrasts
and gets caught therein ; while feelmg_ senses unity everywhere,
as instinct in its initial stages and as intuition 1n 1t§ c}evelope.d
form. The resolution of these contrasgs. or antithesis, into their
fundamental unity, and the ynderstanding pf t!\em as merely two
different aspects of one truth, by the application of the search
light of Buddhi, that is the purpose O‘I: the _130015. And the result
obtained is a conception of synt'heSI_s which is not merely an
intellectual proposition but a motivating force in life, introducing

- The Message of Asia, by Paul Cohen-Portheim, translated from the
German by Alan Harris, Duckworth, London. 8s.64d. net.
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harmony where there is discord, instilling love into human hearts
where there is hatred.

The philosophy of synthesis is the theme of another great
book, published recently, A Study in Synthesis* by Dr. James H.
Cousins. Evidently the best minds of the world are moving
towards the establishment of this greath truth, the fundamental
unity of the world. ‘“They who see but One in all the changing
manifoldness of this universe, unto them belongs the eternal
truth—unto none else, unto none else,” says one of the Upa-
nishads. And the need for synthesis is great indeed. for it is the
existence of “‘antitheses” in the life of nations that is responsible
for the mess into which civilisation has got itself, particularly
civilisation of the Western brand. According to the author of
The Message of Asia, the proper corrective for the rationalistic
and materialistic outlook of the Western world is to be found in
the idealistic, contemplative outlook of the East.

One very familiar antithesis in the life of nations is expressed
in the formula of Nationalism versus Internationalism, nation-
alism being responsible for the frequent wars which the world
has witnessed. But the author resolves the conflict in an
illuminating fashion.” * In national life Individualism and Uni-
versalism are known as nationalism and internationalism. Both
denote an effort to reach human unity. The only difference is
that nationalism regards the nation as the highest unity, whereas
internationalism subordinates the nation as 2 unit to a higher
unity, that of all nations.” He does not decry nationalism, but
recognises the fact that °‘ Nationalism is a nation’s duty until it
has reached maturity ; when it has done that, it must recognise
that this nation-state is not the last word, and set its face
towards universalism .”

Similarly in his chapters on “ Zionism and its Opponents,”
“East and West”, “Judaism and Christianity”, *“Aristocracy and
Democracy ", the author shows his determination not to be
caught up in their apparent contradictions, but to penetrate to
the hea:t of the matter and, lifting the veil obscuring the truth,
see the one life and the one truth expressing itself for purposes of
evolution in different forms, according to the need of the hour.
Particularly his chapter on ** East and West " is of great interest.
What is East and what is West ? the author asks, and, pursuing
the query, says, “ Where does one end and the other begin ? The
earth is round ; the Far West (America) is immediately next to
the Far East (Japan), not farthest from it, and this is not true in
the geographical sense only. When we talk of opnposite extremes

* A Study in Synthesis By James H.Cousins, D. Lit. Published by
Messrs Ganesh & Co., Madras. Price Rs. 3.
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we ought always to think of a circle, not of a straight line and the
point in which it ends. Absolute individuality (i. e.) individualism
which had included the whole world in itself, would thereby have
become universalism, and universalism could not be universalism
at all without individualism. It is the same with the antithesis, of
East and West; each is conditioned by the other, and if all its
implications are followed out, West becomes East, East West ".

It is in the third part of the book-—** Antitheses in the Life of
the Spirit ”, that the high idealism of the author manifests itself,
an idealism showing the supremacy of the spiritual over the
material, idealism born out of the conviction * that the physical
world, whether it be the scientific world of atoms and electrons or
the ordinary world of imperialism, big business and big battalions,
is Maya, appearance, illusion ; that it is the spirit which is the
only ultimate reality.”

The book ends on a note of rapturous mysticism. In the final
chapter on “ God and Man ", the author attempts to resolve
another of the many antitheses which confound man, and says,
“ From the earliest times to our own day, from the Vedas to
Bergson, the attempt to establish the existence of a spiritual cause
of life recurs again and again. Every nation and every age, and
every great personality, has its conception of God, and they all
resemble one another......the further Man progresses, the higher
and more abstract his conception of God becomes. From a
physical it becomes the purely spiritual one. God becomes the
universal spirit......God .is as great as the conception of him that
Man, be he Goethe or an African negro, can rise to, as great as
Man’s knowledge of his own nature, for that is a divine symbol.
The more the veils which hide the Man’s own nature from him
are lifted, the more he discovers the divine in himself, becomes
God in fact.”



Swami Vivekananda in Benares.
BY SRI MAHENDRANATH DUTTA

[This is the third of a new series of articles compiled by Swami
Jagadiswarananda from the original Bengali of Sri Mahendra-
nath Dutta, the brother of the Swami, and is translated for the
first time specially for The Scholar. “Swami Vivekananda in
London" was another series from the Bengali memoirs of Mr.
Dutta which appeared in The Scholar recently.—KEd.}

11

HE Swami explained to his London audience that
7)‘ such a mental phenomena (thought reading) was not
Sewemec® yncommon. Everybody can get that power through
concentration. All minds are potentially omniscient, omnipotent

and omnipresent as they are the parts of one universal mind.
It is the body that has severed the connection between the indi-

vidual and the universal mind. So man in his conscious, normal
plane of mind is ignorant of anything but when he raises his
mind to a higher level where the body idea is obliterated, the idea
of space also vapishes. For it is the body which gives to the mind
the idea of distance, In that super conscious state sight, hearing,
smell etc. are quite possible from a distance. By systematic
practice of Raj Yoga everybody can attain those famous eight
occult powers mentioned in the yoga shastras. Everyone has the
birth right to all those super human faculties but we bkave not
patience to practise any sadhana. The Swami himself was the
master of all those yogic Bibhutis, but he never exhibited them
anywhere. Only his near and dear ones knew them. Even as a
boy when he used to do meditation, under the directions of Sri
Ramakrishna he got the power of distant vision and once saw
in meditation that Sri Ramakrishna was on his way to him. So
he stopped going to Sri Ramakrishna as he was about to do 8o

then. To the Swami, purity, unselfishness and love were the
greatest forces on earth. :

Kalidas Mitra was very much interested in painting and fine
arts and spent most of his time in their culture. No sooner had
h? ent_ered the Swami’s room than his ideas as it were stimulated
!ns mind and consequently, the Swami's counterance. voice and
ideas all t}lrned on the same subject. He would start talking on
those subjects lil.(e an adept of Art. For a pretty long time he
spoke on the philosophy and science of painting. Like an experi-
enced professor of this subject, he talked so fluently on it without
any hesitation or halting that M. Mitra was astounded. He
went t6 such details of painting as etching, colouring, outlining
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etc., that we were all astonished. No one could doubt from his
talk that he wss a connoisseur of painting.

In that connection, | heard from the Swa ai that the making
of Hindu Gods and Goddesses either in paper, or wood or earth
as given in our shilpashastras, are highly scientific and philoso-
phical. The eyes, faces and other limbs vary from God to God
and manifest different ideas. Hindu Art, the Swami said, has a
highly philosophical basis, and can excel arts of other countries
in every respect. The Buddhist world, which is so famous for
its art productions, has borrowed the principles of Hindu Art.
Hindu and Buddhist Art is pre-eminently idealistic and religious
in contradiction to western art which is mainly realistic. Though
we could not understand the Swami's pronouncements on Hindu
Art due to our scantiness of knowledge, we read them very well
afterwards in Mr. Havel's book on Ideals of Indian Art. During
his world-wide travels, the Swami visited the famous museums
and art galleries of the East and the West, and made comparative
studies of art in various countries. Soin his talk with Kalidas

" Babu he gave descriptions of the famous art creations of Italy

and France, China and Japan, Arabia and Persia. Once the Swami
was invited to a stage in France where paintings of famous artists
decorated the walls. It was the best cinema and the famous art
gallery of Paris Swami knew French well. So he could follow the
drama. The Swami went to that drama in response tothe request
of a well-to-do hast. The Swami after his Indo-American cele-
brity was well known in France also where he lectured in French
as a representative of Hinduism in the Congress of History of
Religions. After the drama was over, the manager and the artist
of the cinema came to chat with the Swami and showed him
different pictures. In one of these pictures the Swami puinted
out the defects which had marred its beauty. The artist was
surprised and admitted its draw backs. They were under the
impression that the Swami being a religious teacher, was quite u
layman in art. But his penetrative criticism of art with the
manager clearly demonstrated that the Swami was a master of
the philosophy of art. The Swami inherited this art insight
from his master, who was an expert in msaking eartherp idols of
gods and goddesses in such a life like manner that the professional
modellers could not equal him.

The root meaning of the Sanskrit word * chitra,’ which means
picture, is to manifest the Chit. Chitra=chit+the root trai.
Chit means truth or God or the Beautiful, and trai means to
manifest or to unfold the Chit. The goal of paintifig is to exhi-
bit the Divine Beauty which is hidden behind every thing in this
Universe. The philosophy of art is that the finite is the expression
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of the infinite, the matter is the manifestation of the Spirit.
Hence painting is a transcendental art and can lift the mind of the
artist as well as the spectators to the realm of the Divine. The
world of art necessarily has four dimensions. The Swami used to
say that a spiritual soul gets a natural insight to all arts and
sciences, and whenever he lifts his mind to the Chidukasa or the
spiritual sky and focusses his mind on a subject he wants to know
of all the thoughts relating to that subject come to his mind. The
Swami was of opinion that by concentration man has access to
all the good thoughts of the past as well as the present. He said
once: Whatever I see or hear goes straight to the sub-conscious
region of the mind and is stored there. This perception floats to
the conscious surface on demand.” On another occasion the
Swami said :— * If ] meditate on the brain of Sankara I become
Sankara, if ] meditate on the brain of Buddha, I become Buddha.”

Another day Kalidas Mitra came to see the Swami. The
Swami was then quite unwell and suffering from an attack of
diabetes. He was with socks and sweater and was leaning against
two pillows and was breathing with difficulty. Mitra bowed down
to him and saut down. The Swami said to him: ' My health is
broken and [ find difficulty in keeping the body fit for work.” On
_ being questioned by Mitra, regarding his illness, he said, *“ I do
not know my ailments. My physician friends in America and
Europe could never diagnose my case, far from curing or relieving
them.’ Mitra again asked the Swami whether he was going to
Japan. The Swami, in reply, said. *‘ Yes. Okakura came to invite
me on behalf of the Japanese Government to preside over the
proposed Parliament of Religions there. Japan is a wonder land
of the vising sun. The Japs are passionate lovers of art and are
artists even in their everyday life. [ visited Japan en route to
America. The houses in Japanese villages are picturesque and are
surrounded by flower gardens and fruit orchards. The cottages
are made of wood and bamboos and are exceptionally neat and
clean. The nation has made phenomensal progress in every walk
of national life. Japan is the Britain of the East. If through the
grace of God I goio Japan, I will take you with me. Japan has
mastered the western sciences, keeping their national ideals intact.
Though they are Buddhists in religion, modern Japan has verv
little religious bent. 1f Hindu Vedanta is taught to them the;'
will appreciate it very much, for Mahayane Buddhism which thev
profess is philosophically the same as the Hindu Vedanta. Mutual
understanding and exchange of ideals of these two great nations
will contribute to their common welfare.” When the Swami was
talking of the meteoric rise of the Japanese nation, the Sorrows
and miseries of his own Motherland which we Indians are unable
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to alleviate or redress, touched him to the quick. He forgot his
own illness and bodily troubles and went on talking about the
tragic downfall of this ancient nation. His face became colourless
and pale, and over-whelmed with those thoughts, he said:
““Modern India has nothing else to contribute to the welfare of
the world at large except religion. So if we can broadcast our
religious wealth to the four corners of the globe, we will receive
other things in exchange from mankind.” The Swami's mind
was for the time being, imbued with the thoughts of Japan. He
commented how Japan had risen to such a laudable height from
a lowly, illiterate and semi barbarous condition solely by means
of self-effort is a lesson to India.

In this connection he gave a vivid description of the French
Revolution and the life-story of Napoleon. How Napoleon from
an ordinary soldier rose to the pick of Imperial power by sheer
dignity and diligence is 2 marvel of History. When he was talking
of Napoleon, his facial expression altered, blood coursed through
his veins. power returned to his muscles and nerves, as if the
spirit of Napoleon entered his body. He infused life into the dead
bones of historical facts which became lively to us. The battie of
Gena or Austerlietz became real tojus. He b2came so much excited
in the description of Napoleon’s military genius that he began to
sing battle-songs in French and enthused us as Napoleon did his
imperial guards, soldiers and generals. His bodily system became
so much hzated and spirited that it began to radiate valour and
verility with which the atmosphere of the room was surcharged.
We felt as if Swamiji was Napoleon and we were his lieutenants,
such as Marshal, Nay, Soult, Victor, Marmon, Macdonald. Our
nerves were electrified with boldness and bravery, strength and
might and we perceived that omnipotence is hidden even in our
souls. One of his spiritual brothers remarked at that time that
such is the type of the inspired lecture of the Swami and he
thundered from the platforms of Europe and America by which
his audience were transported to the plane of his own thoughts.
It is a wonder that Vivekananda, who was a Sannyasin and one
who loved to plunge himself constantly into Nirvikalpa Samadhi
could so deeply appreciate the life of the soldier or the comman-
der. In fact, the ideal of his life was to conquer death, so much
so that he could spit out his body any time. It is because in the
battlefield the fear of death which is the greatest fear of man can
be completely overcome, and life which is dearest to man becomes
as insignificant as a toy, Swamijee admired the battle scene. He
was of opinion that life itself is a great battle and unless man
tramples underfoot all fear and weakness and even death, he can-
not win victory.
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The Swami liked so much Lalita Vistara, the Sanskrit life of
Buddha that he used to give us readings from it very often in
Benares. Moreover, Benares and Sarnath were very closelg con-
nected with the life of the Blessed One. He was never tired of
repeating the famous lines of Sakyamuni the sadhaka which runs
thus:— * Let my body be dried up on this seat of grass; let my
bones, skin and flesh be destroyed in this very place, but I will
never leave this seat unless’I realise the Bodhi desired by me for
so many Kalpas.”

The Swami had infinite love for the lay and monk disciples
of Sri Ramakrishna. Any misery or illness of any one of them
used to pain him very much. In Benares he was turning the last
few pages of the book of his life, and we witnessed all the domi-
nant moods of his character in succession from beginning to end.
When he found it impossible to recoup his health fully, he
exclaimed cne day in despair to Swami Shivananda: ** My body
won't last long. But I do not care for it, as Nivedita and my
spiritual brothers will take up my unfinished work and carry it
on till completion. I am sure, they will never swerve from their
thorny path of duty till death. They are my only hope of life.”
This time his whole body seemed like an embodiment of love and
his words used to pour forth blessings and bliss to all alike.

As the flower radiates its sweet fragrance out of inner fullness,
the whole being of the Swami used to shower peace and blessed-
ness to all around. He felt himself identified with the whole of
man-kind, and his mind used to run the straight way always into
the plain of cosmic consciousness. When love which is always
Universal and Impersonal inundates the human soul he sees him-
self in others and others in himself. He became, as it were, an
idol made of love and bliss. In Benares the world-conquerer
Vivekananda was no more. In the last year of his life he became
a child indifferent to everything and attached to nothing. The
world of activity concerned him no more. Even his most beloved
things drew no response from him. As the players leave the
play ground after the play. so the Swami was preparing himself
fo'r the final journey to his Eternal Home. The Swami's love was
so super-human that compared to it, love of the parents is almost
nothing. Most of his disciples were atiracted by his selfless
heavenly love more than anything else. Vivekananda was a mad

lover of humanity and whosoever had come into his personal
touch has tasted what divine love is.

(Concluded.)

An Auditor’s Log Book.

BY P. R. VENKATASUBRAHMANYAM, M.A.
L

’%}\ I FTER a tiresome week spent in the monotonous
| )m» routine we have an off day over the week end. We
Lt“_ =¥ - spent two such days in exploring the higher regions of
the earth’s crust —Yercaud—and the Blue Mountains. These are
the hill stations in the Districts of Salem and the Nilgris. Both
are planters’ paradises, the latter of all-India fame.. We were
told that the former was not so chill, while all sorts of travellers’
tales had been woven round the other. We were specially warned
to be careful and to provide ourselves with plenty of warm-wear
to protect the lungs, the extremities of the limbs etc. Being new,
we listened with credulous ears and provided .ourselyes with all
the cogtumes considered necessary to brave a cold winter at a
height of 7,500 ft. ubbve the sea level. ' <

A motor took us to and from Yercaud, and to Nilgris we
went up in one of the mast picturesque mountain railways in the
world and returned by a motor bus, The principles of road-con-
struction up the ghats are these. The road ascends by the sides,
going round and round. and from one mountain to the other by
means of hair pin bends. There are two hair-pin bends._in the
Yercaud ghat road and 13 on the Nilgris road. The Blue ‘"Moun-
tains Railway takes us up to Coonoor in an average gradient of
1.12.50. After Coonoor the riding is easy. As we go up and up,
or rather pushed up by the tiny mountain engine, a vast pano-
rama of hill and dale unfolds itself to the eye. You are now on
the ledge of a precipice, and down below as far as the eye could
see, there is a vast mass of green foliage rising tier upon tier. A
whole mountain side is laid bare and the view from the bottom
to the top from a place about the middle of the hills is simply
delightful to the eye. The green ofthe mountain side is brought
into prominence by the Jedges of bare rocks that thrust them-.
selves out from the green verdure of the hill side. Bare rocks
with one or two struggling blades of vegetation are in striking
contrast to the wealth of foliage down below. At Yercaud also it
was the same, but the grandeur of the Blue Mountains stands
unrivalled. There are four ranges between Mettupalayam and
the Nilgris, and at times the landscape from Mettupalayam is
seen in prespective:a narrow lane of green verdure emerging
from the bottom of the hills on which you are securely hauled
up at the rate of 10 miles an hour. Such glimpses are better
appreciated than described. They offer a wealth of green verdure
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for the eye to feast upon. Sometimes a more extensive view £
the rear C(.)f the mountains is obtained more than the front. Aft:r
passing Coonoor whi i
passir g ch is somewhat busy, we reach Oo.ty at
After a sumptuoys dinner, we are off to see the Government
House and the Boroda Palace. The Baroda Palace is situated on
Fern Hill. fhe way to Government House lies through green
fences of cyprus and through the Pomological gardens. The Ooty
House contains many pictures. Of great interest are those of
jche Governors of Madras, some painted by notable painters—one
is by Ravivarma, and his art stood out in bold relief to man
other specimens of the painters’ art. In the dining hall the armz
and mottoes of Governors are hung up exhibiting how each one
struggled to maintain himself true to a certain ideal. “Dread God”
was the motto of Sir Thomas Munro, and one of the latest t
occupy the post had *“ Honesty is the best policy ”. 1 find o
striving for the goodness of the people and the other the emb (:;?
ment of the spirit of the times. We are off to the ba]lv ro'ox: l
spacious, and well lighted hall. The r-ceiving room is a bj ' :11
high roofed hall. A big mirror about 20 ft. by 10 ft. is glai:::d

just opposite the entrance. On the whol ildi
- L JI) * : e'
strike one’s imagination. the building did not

The Baroda Palace is a work of art. The big building is s
well kept and decorated and one loves to linger over the ; do
and theAhaH?. The rooms are tastefully decorated Witgl:'ounus
papers, specially manufactured at Paris, and full of well a inted
fu.rmture. Each room has a different colour scheme, in 1?::11;! e
with the Qutside world. One glass-fronted verandah ’which fony
the lawn is papered green and the result is a striking effect o
duced on the mind. Pictures and other valuable work: fpl’O'
adorn tl:le wa]]bs. Costly and elegant Chinaware is k pecialle
prepared cup-boards over the mantle pi i
whole suite of rooms to herself; a sitt?nzcexzoo'fnheaM ;h;ram has a
!)ath, and a puja room, each with its distinct fur;litur ; ;oml:]' .
ing the. elegance and taste of the high personages th : aIn in i,
It. is said that His Highness has not seen the palace afo “;; st
fiifteen years. Yet it looks as if he had left it only therotheer g:;t

befozzewfs °ffht‘:1the Pykara lake, travelling over 15 miles of road
Pillocks T;ac ed Pykara, running over a tableland stadded with
clusters.of fi: ag?ss'grown tops of the hills are relieved by little
the besatitul nd the blue gum trees. The road passes on through
e avenues of these trees which raise thejr tall and
s.da y fei s over thfs road side. The motor now runs o‘,a ar}:
?l es 0h t 4; Ipour!tams. amidst miniature valleys. The hillse:' t o
rom the plains rise high and are awe-inspiring and the sl:::ﬁ

ept in specially
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valleys containing grassoccurring here are pleasant to look at. We
reach Pykara in the night and are warned to be careful. We put
on socks, sweaters and scarves and cover ail but the face with
wool. The night was no more chilly than the coldest December
night in Madras. But the air was extremely cold and biting.

We were up early in the morning after a short stroll to the
Pykara head works and chota hazari, we were out again, prepared
to descend a precipitous hill side 3500 ft. down supported by no
other device than a rickety trolley let down a pair of rails by an
electric winch. You may have an idea of the precipitous nature
of the descent when it is said that we did the 3500 feet down
covering only a distance of 3750 ft. Some times we sat on the
trolleys, almost perpendicular-wise to the sides of the hill we were
descending, nevertheless feeling safe at an eminence of 3500 ft.
above the visible ground. When we began the descent, at about
10 A.M. we were still above the cloudland feeling like Indra riding
his white clouds rising tier upon tier in endless variety. As we
slowly made our acquaintance, step by step with the new strata
below us, we pass a nasty bend, the *‘ Tattenham Corner * appro-
priately enough called so. All along we see running parallel to
the trolley line the penstock pipes through which water destined
to generate 21000 horse power of electricity was conducted to a
depth of 3500 ft. All nationals were represented at the con-
struction of the power house and the layings in of the penstock
pipes. At a point just above the terra firma, as terra firmas go
here, i. e.. above 4500 ft. above the sen level we come to a place
called “ Geneva Halt ” in happy remembrance of days spent in
comradeship of the many nationals that congregated to accomplish
this huge project, which is destined to bring light and power to
half the presidency. Just above ‘ Geneva Halt * we pass the har-
dest part of the jcurney, the steepest descent in the whole length
of 3500 ft. The German Engineers who manufactured and laid
the pipes have named it the “German Point”. Just as we were
descending we could see patches of country lying below us and
the glimpses of the precipitous slopes of hills that rise on either
side of us. The power house was not visible till we reached the
last winch that Kept us to the hill side.

And now the trolley halts on terra firma before a not tco
imposing building bearing on it the legend “The Madras Electri-
city Department. 1932"" and a pair of huge doors. The Assistant
Engineer of the power house, Mr. Somayajulu, takes charge of
us and conducts us into the spotlessly clean power hLouse.
Just a few yards above the power house the water of the penstock

pipes is led into a small tank from which it is drawn through
three separate pipes intended tc feed the three turbines—that
will eventually generate 10,500 horse powers of electricity each.
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The water is led into the turbines by means of needle valves
which are capable of regulating the head of water at the turbine
to make it work at the maximum of 600 revolutions per minute,
the head is increased or decreased according as the load factor is
heavy or light. The whole of the interior of the power house is
clean and bears testimony to our traditional cleanliness. Only
one turbine was working; the water at the time when I saw it
was flowing into it at a velocity equal to a head of 2,500 feet and
the wheel of the turbine was revolving ai 600 revolutions per
minute. From here a direct current of 50 volts is generated by
an excitor which is converted by passing it through & generator
intoan alternating current of 11.000 olts at 55 cycles a second. The
generator and the excitor are lubricated by means of oil which is
being constantly cooled by being drawn out and inj: cted continu-
ously through a tank of water. There are three such turbines, two
for every day work and the third as a stand by. We are then con-
ducted to the open air convertors in which this 'current of 11000
volts is stepped up into 66000 volts. There are three such conver-
tors for the three generators and the one that was working gave a
humming sound. The pressure of the current is raised by means
of induction coils which rotate at different speeds. The whole
system is protected internally against an unusually heavy loal
interfering with the turbine by means of a governor which cuts
off any load factor which is in excess of the capacity of the Gene-
rator, and externally from lightning effects by means of lightning
conductors which absorb and transmit the shocks to the earth.
We are then led up to the switch board, which shows at one
glance what power is led to different stations and at how much
pressure (i.e,) voltages. We saw a red line indicating power going
at 11,000 volts to the Nilgris and other consumers nearby and
another showing current being transmitted at 66,000 volts to
distant Coimbatore and Erode. There is an indicator which
shows that the current is passing at 5C cycles a second and that
power and pressure are working in harmony.

Now we are on our return journey. The sky is now clear.
We are able to see for miles ahead; on the distant horizon the
Chamundi hills struggling to meet the eye and the Mysore road;
as we ascend up and up very near the point of descent, the whole
picture of the power house with the transmission lines, the hills
rising above and valleys lying below us, the vast hill side and
valley rising and falling before our eyes. The panorama which
greets the eye is more imposing than the one at the Mettupalyam
side. Imagine our hanging at a place about six thoussnd feet
above sea'level seeing a country falling three thousand fve hun-
dred feet in a precipitious descent and then stretching away at that
level as far as the eye could see. It was a grand and thrilling sight.

Love-Flight.
BY K. KRISHNAMOORTHY

« Pegsimism is the prerogative of youth, Clutching Aldous
Huxley and Spengler in our frantic arms we leap before
electric trains, plunge into muddy rivers, swallow potions,
frequent gas-ovens, and blow out our brains.”

{(Misogyny over the Weok-end).

UICIDES have come into fashion. Not a single day
passes without one. Qur antiqGarian friend Kame-
swaran was, with all the sarcasm he could command,

~ complimenting the 20th century on self-destruction as one of its

momentous inventions. He proceeded: * You never heard of
these things in the bad old days as you call them. Imagine Shivaji
or Napo'eon Buonaparte taking poison in despair ! My dear man,
this is the excluaive accomplisiment of your age. Would that
some one called it the Age of Suicide111”

I opened my mouth to make some suitable retort. But the
case for Kameswaran was not done. Muthu, our priceless Muthu,
who fancied himself a priceless wag, was out to wag his ears
before the assembly. *‘ Sensationalism has like the Hanuman of
our story jumved over the seas to India,” he began., ‘‘What with
the novel and the cinema, our young men are seething and froth-
ing in an ebullition of emotionalism.” With Muthu, the' style is
the man.

“1 am not so sure, chaps,” I said in reply to the debate, so to
say. ¥

‘ Sure of what ? ”* purred Muthu. -

* Anything, that is to say, everything. The present condition
of this land is not easy to analyse or even comprehend. I do not
pretend to have the solutions of all our riddles up my sleeves.
But there is no denying the fact that self-destruction has been of
late on the increase.”

Unconsciously, I had drifted into my usual somnolent vein of
story-telling. The company had no great pains to recognise in
my mdnner the tail-end of a new yarn which might vanish unless
promptly taken hold of. This they did. Whereupon the follow-
ing story:

I shall relate to you an experience which lately befell the
hero of my previous stories, SRK (short for Sivaramakrishna
Iyer). * Though not strictly pertaining to SRK's life, the story
may come in relevant in that it might let in one or two gleams of

* See issues of October 1932, December—January and July 1933.
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light into the character of Sivaramakrishna Iyer. Incidentally we
shall survey the knotty question of adolescent despair tending to
suicide.”

SRK had left the ranks of the needy by this time and was on
the bateable land between the rich idle and the working poor (I
began). One of his latest exploits had been the manufacture and
sale of some thousands of wonderful talismans, which you may
be sure were gobbled up like hot confectionery. On the whole;
therefore, SRK was now a man more borrowed from than
borrowing. .

One wet day in June found this rising Iyer sitting in the one
cabin of a motor-boat plying between A—and K—. with as much
dignified composure as he could maintain under the onslaught of
incessant gusts of sprayey wind. He was the only passenger in-
side, or so he thought, till he saw the seeming bundle of clothes
in the corner seat rise, shake itself, and resolve into the shape of
a young man. A cluster of unusually long hair was tossed back
and revealed a quite keen and pleasant visage enlivened by a pair
of intelligent eyes. Just now, the intelligent eyes looked a bit
dark and weary. Yet a couple of depressions on either cheek in
line with the mouth indicated unmistakably a sense of humour.

v

“ Filthy weather, this,’

commented the apparition in the
conventional manner. :

“ Certainly,” assented Sivaramakrishna Iyer. * Do you be-
long to this place ?”

This was not an absurd question, even though rhey were at
the precise instant in no place at all but on salt water. In the
customary manner of the Indian. SRK had set the ball of con-
versation rolling. Angliciscd though some of us are, the goodly
portion of our compatriots have never heard of the custom of
introduction. Even if they had, they would not have given two
pins forit. SRK and the strange young man began exchanging
confidences and on learning that the strange dishevelled youth
was a Madrasi student, the question naturally arose of his
appearance in Erocnavart.

“Oh that, that would take long in the telling, mister. Besides,
it is a story too personal to be impersonally understood by you,”
was the strange attitude of this strange young man. Presumably
he was itching to unburden his soul. and least of all to a
Middle-aged middle-class man of ‘middling’ gentility, met in the
middle of a journey in the middle of a boat. You will, therefore,
be disappointed if you were looking out for a tragic exposition of
his life by the hero, in a burst.
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SRK was not too familiar with the insides of modern novels,
except for the Tamil reading of his wife he had dipped into, and
in any case was not too sophisticated to remain unintrigued by
the above beginning. Above all, there was an hour more to tide
through in the water and some amusement was indispensable. So
he proceeded to humour this romantic youth.

“Not a" all, my young friend. I have been young myself and
know what it feels like. Though not in the green days of youth,
I assure you I still remain, ripe as I am, in heart a youth. So if
you feel my sympathy and services could do anything to alleviate
your present gloom, I am at your disposal. If not, I sha™n't
trouble you.” With this dramatic gesture, SRK made as if to
draw in hig horns. The strange young man, however, had too long
felt the horrors of creeping loneliness to scare away the little
company that offered in the fat brahmin. He dared not trust

himself alone with his morbid thoughts. So he prepared to make
up to SRK.

“But I have nothing to hide, my friend,” began he. “All the
world may hear the story and be welcome to it. When all’s said,
it's not much of a tale, too. Still what there is of it, I shall gladly
tell you.”

“Go ahead, then” prompted SRK. *“I am all ears.”

“To begin then, I am or was till lately a science student at
the Presidency College. My name is Parthasarathi and I ought
to have passed my Chemistry Hons. this March. Well, I didn’t.”’
He paused as though to let this tragic fact sink in.

“So I see,” commented Mr. Iyer, encouragingly. How he
ever could have seen it is a riddle. .

The strange young man continued. * That is not all. It is
months now since I left Madras. My people have given me up for
lost perhaps. I wrote to them I was going to the Himalayas. I
offered no explanations but simply asked for my parents’ blessings
and a hundred rupees” Here he smiled. “I don't know about
the first. But I decidedly never got the latter. So I had to shift
as well as I could with the sixty rupees ‘varsity exam. fees which
I had the prudence to with-hold.”

This side-track into his finances did not apparently interest.
SRK. " Why did you run away at all ?” was his question.

The reply of the strange young man was strangely cryptic,
“ What surprises me, my honest friend.is that I did no more
than run away. For a man who has gone through what I did,
migration is no consolation at all. The shortest cut to pezce lay
for me via a little blue hottle with a red label ."”
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This was uttered with such an air of studied carelessness that
SRK for one moment doubted the soundness of the strange young
man’s cerebral apparatus. The stranger viewed his-alarm with
morbid satisfaction. * You think I am off my rocker .” he.acensed
the fat brahmin. * Well, you are not the first to suspect that.
And you are not the first to be mistaken.’”” Evidently this by no
means reassured Mr. Iyer, who expected the wild youthto jump
any moment into the water, on the strength, as it were, of Sir
Humphrey Gilbert's dying observation upon the parity of the
overland and ocean routes to the abode of divinity. '

Parthasarathi interpreted SRK’s glances with the unerring
instinct of the lover or the lunatic or both.

“Keep your wool on. old chap,” he commented flippantly.
*“I prefer to.reach heaven in an unwaterlogged condition .”

“To jog along with my story. For the last one year [ loved
and was beloved of Vimala."

‘* Ah, there you are.” murmured Mr. Iyer. * Love was at
the bottom of it .” The grim pleasantry of the other stopped
him. *No, no, my sweetheart killed herself and [ gave up the
world not for love, but for the 'lack of it. Vimala was in the
English Hons. And two yvears my junior. She was awfully
romantic and all that and wrote poetry for the Presidency College
Mag.” Here the dishevelled young man dived into the recesses
of his suit-case and produced two creased cuttings much worn by
constant handling. SRK had no more than a working knowledge
of English. But the titles * Light " and * !angs’ removed any
doubts he could have had of the romantic or poetic aptitudes of
the young lady. '

The lover lunatiz began to read out alovd :
That oval face, that hue divine, '
That precious hair of thousand gleams,
That slender movement, ull that make
The light of my eyes.

“ Yes— yes-- " interrupted SRK, in obvious haste. * I shall
read the poems later on, Sir, get on with the story first.”

The lake had been crossed and the boat had entered the
shallow canal. Romantic diving could no longer bring any fatal
results. Still, the sight of the poems seemed to excite the poor
lad unduly. SRK wished considerately to spare him.

Parthasarathi was thus prevailed upon to put aside the love
Jyrics of his mistress. He again took up the broken thread of his
narrative. “I was a Chemistry man and the fumes of all the
unholy gases in existence had long extinguished any spark of
Promethean fire I had in me. But somehow we got to know each

*
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other. We fell into a deep mutual love. It was the most deli-
cious sensation I ever knew, and swept me completely off my feet.
1 could forego eating and sleeping and lie all day in my room in a
trance, thinking of Vimala and our love. I went about with her
image ever before me. I talked not to my companions but always
to Vimala. I ate with her and asleep, dreamt of her. My Che-
mistry notes were full of references to new substances like Vima-
logen, Vimalic acid and Vimalates. Once a tutor actually caught
me representing an unheard of element in symbols, Vi.”

K— was now but three miles away. Coconut palms raised
their crowns on either side of the canal. Small canoes were alwayg
in sight. Occasionally a house appeared by the water-side. The

. launch slackened speed pe.ceptibly and Parthasarathi became

more and more dreamy and halting. The boat’s siren roused
him with a start.

“For a time, all was well. I wasloved in return. No one
was happier than I. But one day during the Xmas vac. when

.1 was staying on to prepare for my exam., | got a letter from

Vimala who had gone home for the holidays. What do you think
it said ? "’

SRK was sucked into the eddies of the story. Tensely, he
suggested. *‘ Was she ili, or did her parents betrothe her to some
oneelse?”

“Nothing so melodramatic,” was the unexpucted reply. *‘ She
wrote that she had ceased to love me. Only she put it much
more gently. 'But it amounted to that. She, poor girl, was sadder
at the inconstancy of her love than [ could be. The emotion we
had both found and swore to be firm and undying, that tender
passion had lost its hold and died. She was not sure that she
loved any one else. She was nevertheless sure that she loved me
no more. So ashamed, so disappointed she was with human
nature, so filled and overwhelmed by the tragedy of it all, the
uncertainty of the sincerest of our feelings, that she decided to
live no longer. And upon this decision, like Ophelia, she chose a
beautiful death. Her body was discovered two days later, ' here
the strange young man’s voice broke a little. He steadied himself.
“ It floated, lightly swayed by the wind, in a lonely tank among a
crowd a host of pink lotuses.”

His self-control slipped away. He seemed not to know the
nearness of the ‘holla™ing b>atmen on small craft. The ticket-
collector came by. Parthasarathi never noticed him, SRK
motioned him away. Intent with passion, the lover went on.
** Can you wonder now at my leaving college, friends, parents—
life itself 2
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He stopped for a moment. ‘“ And she, the dear girl, sent a
poem for me in the letter— the second one you saw printed! It
was her swan song.” Here he softly chanted a stanza:

To love and lose were well, I wot,

But love erewhile and love no more ?
O trait'rous heart, know you the pangs
Of inconsistent love ?

Swiftly he went on, as if weary and eager to finish the tale.
“ That was not the hardest blow. The worst was yet to be. For
a month [ went about as a man in a bad dream. Then suddenly
in my heart of hearts I saw the fickleness of my own love for that
noble soul. I was no longer sorry for her. I could unashamedly
think of other girls I knew. A day came when I realised the
truth. My guilt was equal to hers. I, too, had ceased to love
my Vimala, and could find myself ready to turn to some other
girl! O, the treachery of the human heart.”

The strange youn2 man never appeared so wild as now.
Never was SRK more apprehensive of impending disaster. But
the moment passed and the young man’s frenzy slowly left him,
as no doubt it had more than once come and gone. No sooner
was the boat drawn to the landing-place, than Parthasarathi
picked up his suit-case, jumped ashore, and disappeared.............

But SRK had not seen the last of the strange lover.

That night SRK walked along the central street of K— and
turned down a side-road on his way to the house where he was
halting. Perched upon the first electric lamp-post, in the full
glare of the lamp. he saw Parthasarathi. One arm swung free.
Out of a coat pocket a stopperless whisky bottle stuck out.

SRK stopped. * He, you mad man there, come down,” he
yelled. The mad lover looked down. His old flippancy reappeared,
* Good-bye, old feller. Can’t wait. Got an appointment to keep."”

As this bizarre young man reached out for the ‘ power * wire,
SRK found tongue to give the alarm.

Indiscrefi ?N\ilf)(\\' . q\ c,‘
(AU

Il. MY COLLEGIAN. A
BY K. S. SHIVARAMAKRISHNAN, B. A.

 EVER, in my fairly long though undistinguished life,
had I such a prolonged spasm of furious unreasoning

=M anger at Fate on my being born a dozen years earlier
than I ought to be. The sight of my younger brother enjoying
with impunity the many unfair advantages on the score of his be- |
ing a College Student drove me unrelenting into the arms of Eros.
I had conceded to his numerous requests partly because I felt that
the times demanded the concessions and partly as I was afraid of
my cutting a foolish figure in the eyes of the " advanced '’ people,
if I refused them.

I had tolerated his demand that he must crop his head, though
it had been against all canons of traditions which we Sastris held.
Some consideration, 1 felt, was due to my brother for completing,
if not very creditably, the Secondary Szhool Leaving Certificate
in his first attempt. But now what an army of invaders has come
through that first thin gap! ’

My mind reels at the spectacle—familiar it has now become
though—of the patent razors, the stropping leather, the shaving -
stick, the shampoo powder, the fancy combs, the costly gilt-edged
mirror, and other paraphernalia for shaving arranged on the
polished teak side table which had been the pride of my vounger
days. My brother had begun by shaving once a week, but has
now bowever shown signs of hope, according to his friends, by
shaving thrice a week. He has active thoughts of performing the
grand ceremony daily. When he is so painstaking to obliterate
the faint impression of the soft down struggling to appear on his
upper lips, have I not to shave twice a day to keep at arm’s length
the bristling, hard, black hair that has not the forbearance to
keep out till the next day?

And the number of shirts, coats, hats, pantaloons, the scores
of thin, long coloured pieces of cloth—neck-ties they called them
—the pairs of boots with Oxford, Derby, Black and tan and other
varieties, the knick-knacks, the names of which my bewildered
senses hardly retain, scattered all over the house, show the pro-
gress of my brother. What with picnics and tea-parties to be
followed up later by unfailing attendance at the theatre or the
cinema hall, 1 scarcely realise how he ow the books
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But now this was insufferable. The fellow had exceeded the
limits. He had demoralised the entire household. ‘I'here was
my aged mother, scolding me in no gentle terms. That childless
aunt of mine, a veritable mint of usefulness in other respects,
hoped that I would rest content only when I had driven her
darling out of the house. My pretty little niece, the apple of my
eyes, was viewing me with unreasonable hostility. Two of my
next door neighbours, middle-aged women with plenty of time
hanging on their hands and ever inclined to air their tongues at
anybody’s expense, were adding their shrill voices to the confu-
sion. All this because I had asked my brother, chancing to meet
him that evening, to take home some vegetables which 1 had
purchased at a fairly cheap price for the next day’s dinner. How
dare I humiliate him in the eyes of his collegiate friends with

whom he was walking by troubling him with the common places

of Life! Ill that such a brute as myself deserved to have an
younger brother who was the talk of the place!! So ran the
argument. '

) The spite that I felt against Fate at my not being fortunate to
enjoy the amenities of a College education was bitter and for
long. 1 would otherwise have imbued'the mentality of my brother
and learnt to understand him. I too would have cropped my head
instead of keeping a tuft which flutters like a banner in the strong
east wind. I too would have kept ‘my face as dainty and sweet as
any woman’s cheek. Itoo, clad in gorgeous garments, would
have paraded the streets with the ‘lions * of the day and learnt
to spend another’s money with an easy mind. 1 too would have
then realised that providing one’s family with the common
necessities of life is a task unfit for a Collegian, but which can he
delegated to some other convenient brother or uncle.

The spasm passed. Somehow I felt assured that my mis-
fortune was but an accident which the world with its ups and
downs would either mend or end. Why be self-conscious ?

The Bourgeois Element and the
Religion of the Future.

BY R. RAMACHANDRAN, M. A,

T is interesting to analyse the real contribution of

‘heredity * in the lives of our ancestors. Because
4 among the forces that dominate man in his early days
heredity, perhaps after the universal functioning of the human
instincts, wields the greatest influence. The men of old set great
store by it. And the circumstances in 2 young and simple world
within narrow boundaries were peculiarly congenial to its sway.
No wonder, therefore, that to us living in the modern day, when
family as one of the major influences of a man’s life has been
relegated to the limbo, it should appear rather curious that the
ancients 1aid so much stress on it. This' alone explains why the
men of old, before making an alliance did not attach so much
importance to the personal acquirements, intellectual and other-
wise, of the bride or the bridegroom as to the reputation of the
family from which he or she came.

The value of heredity in olden days was something solid which
brooked no ignoring. It stood our fore fathers in the office of an
unconscious stabilising element in their daily life, akin to the
relation of a foundation to a building. It was for all purposes to
them, a sixth sense, hovering over. the infant human soul asa
godfather or guardian angel, but with this difference that it was
potentially powerful to mould the plastic mind for good or evil.

But heredity in the modern day has become an extinct factor
and in the new order that has usurped the old, the counter part
of heredity is ‘environment’. And the difference between the
genius of the past centuries, the old world and its ideals and the
modern spirit, will in a fair measure indicate the difference bet-
ween heredity and environment. The social life of the past was
narrow and circumscribed and the social unit was the family or
at best the village ; but to-day the social unit has phenomenally
widened to embrace a whole country at a modest computation.
Quite in harmony with such an order of things we find that the
influences that unconsciously mould us today, instead of being
internal or restricted to the confines of a domestic household.
are mostly from abroad and have precious little to do with family.
It might at most be said that the place of the home and parents
as fostering guardians is becoming negligible—a nullity. The
public school,” the university and a hundred other social and
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political institutions abroad, claim the infant soul to mould it on
their own ideals. The great danger of such a state of things is
that, whereas of old, the sense of individuality and personality
was, if anything, quickened and never impaired, in the modern
day which is a day of mass production and patterns we find in-

dividuality mown down to give place to the type or the institu-
tion.

But both heredity and environment have more or less the
same identical place in religion. They form one of the two ways
in which Religion comes to dominate man. Birth in a family of

great religious tradition and so within easy access of a great .

spiritual legacy. or living a life in Satsangha, either of these two,
infuse in us the germs of a great spiritual existence. And so, in
ancient days. when both of these facilities were happily available
for the Sadhaka, the one by the heredity of a family with rich
associations of spiritual culture and the other by healthy environ-
ments of rural surroundings and the godly inspiration radiating
from sages who had a natural flair for the things of the spirit,
religion brimmed over with vigour and freshness.

What we have said above is the normal manner in which one
naturally looks to the growth of a healthy religious instinct in
man, a method that savours of universal application. But there
is also an abnormal method, applying only to the lives of a few.
by which man may be thrown back on religion as the final shelter
of ineffable peace and calm. In the case of not a few of the
world’s greatest we find a startling change to a new avenue of
life, a reformation in a flood and with a heady current, taking
definite shape with some casual trifle of an incident. But these
exquisite incidents that almost as if by a gpell of magic transfer
life’s current into a totally alien channel, do not befall every one
without rhyme or reason. Rather it is safer to assert that these
by themselves are of no great intrinsic value but that their un-
iqueness is only to those great souls whom they transform. Even
incidents of comparatively greater magnitude leave the average
humanity cold and little moved. those whom we call by the rather
undefined and vague term ‘ The Public'. To them even great
upheavals have only this abnormal interest of something that has
received great publicity in the daily press and so qualified to vary
the even tenor of this dull and placid existence. These form the
great Middle class, or ‘the superior stolid comfortable’ as an
author styles them. They delight to be addressed by the phrase
* the backbone of society’, asthey are secretly flattered that the
phrase is their exclusive monopoly. They think they are the
salt of the earth and at the slightest provocation or excuse give
you to understand unblushingly that they do consider themselves
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as such. They form the unenviable caste of those who have been
vulgarly successful in the struggle for life. Their great virtue is
numbers. Chief among their characteristics are their sincere
worship of mammon and financial success and their intense self-
consciousness as a class. * Another marked characteristic is their
gigantic temperamental dullness, unresponsiveness to external
suggestion, a lack of humour--in short, a heavy and half honest
stupidity, the ultimate product of gross pro-perity and too much
sleep’. Their lives are characterised by the utter destitution
and absence of all the fine things of life that poets and artists
have sung about or glorified, an absence' of all that is exquisite or
heroic in life. They are the Philistines, those inveterate foes of
a sound culture, with their sad want of sweetness and light, over
whom Arnold so relentlessly and effectively emptied his scorn
and ire. They are the illustrious obscure (illustrious in the
sense that they are formidable as they govern the purse strings
of the world and run our daily life), the followers of Bacon and
still more his doctrine of utility. They have not even the ghost
of a claim ¢o pretensions of culture, elegance or art, but yet, as
they are free from the clutches of poverty and have far too much
of spare time hanging about them, they needs must indulge in
this dabbling in art, literature and every other sphere whose
domains are legitimately bevond their comprehension; because,
such dabbling fosters the smug self-satisfied sense of superiority
that if anything marks them fundamentally. They form a great
and 2 colourless type, a huge pattern harmonising with a world
of machanised and mechanical mass production and overrun by
huge commercial concerns. These will leave no footprints on the
sands of time, fill no sacred ern with the fragrant and treasured
ashes of a glorious existence. But they will pass away unwept,
unhonoured and unsung constitutionally so equipped that they
will almost be content to die if their death will cause a fleeting
flutter, if they are assured of an obituary notice in a leading
daily or two and a marble tablet over their grave. Life to such
is an eternal process of barter and so their attitude towards it is
that of the shrewd businessman whose only aim is to drive a
good bargain.

It has been necessary to dwell on the leisured bourgeois so
Jong, as they symbolise a certain prevalent attitude to life and
religion that is the most demoralising factor at the present day.
Life never yields its secrets (much less does religion for the
matter of that) to these flotasms on the inglorious expanse of life
at its norm. It is the diver into the de2p to whom the ooze yields
up its mysteries and similarly it is only the spiritual aspirant
whose intensity and single minded devotion to his ideal almost
border upon madness who makes any headway in religion worth
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mention. All art implies a certain abnormality, a certain non-
conformity to the accepted standards of life. It savours of a
strong impress of individuality and if anything errs on the side of
revolutionary doctrines and world-shaking movements rather
than on the side of the bourgeois elcment of a colourless and
placid monotony of existencee And so no wonder that the
middle class womb has never given rise to any front rank artist.
True art and religion are a sealed book to them who like the
Ereuhonians try to sit nicely on the fence and try to establish an
amiable relationship batween the things secular and tha things of
the spirit, irreconcilables though they be. They are of the earth,
earthy, but in order to stifle the last qualms of a dormant divinity
that still faintly struggles after the great things of life, they make
commercial ventures into the field of religion too. It is they who
figure prominently in subscription lists as it gives them the
double benefit of an agreeable publicity that their advertising
instinct hankers after besides giving them the comforting feeling
that their souls too are not totally left to rot and fester, and that
they are saved from the vague terrors of another world which
their superstition-ridden souls conjure up for them at times. It

is this attitude of theirs t(&religion that Milton has so brilliantly .

exposed in his Areapagitica, where he says that :

A wealthy man addicted to his pleasures and to hif profits finds religion
to be a traffic so entangled and of so many piddling accounts that of all
mysteries he cannot skill to keep a stock going upon that trade. And so to
some Divine of note and estimatisn he commits the whole managing of his
religious affairs. To him he adheres, resigns the whole warehouse of his
religion with all locks and keys into his custody and indeed makes the v.ry
person of the man his religion ; esteems his associating with him a sufficient
evidence and (';ommendatory of his own piety.

It is this bourgeois attitude to religion that dries up the
fountains of man’s superior urge. All progress implies aspiration
and aspiration in turn involves struggle and discontent with the
existing order of things; whereas theirs is a smug and fatally self-
satisfied nature, a state of stagnation that removes all possibility
of progress.

And it is this bourgeois element in modern religion and all
other attributes that attach to it, that are perhaps the worst
obstacles in the way of a great religious upheaval in the near
future. Religion has remained and must remain an affair of the
individual soul. This is its unique virtue that though it bea
commodity meant for the daily needs of the whole of humanity,
its approach to each one is intensely personal. And the most
grievous fault of our day has been this, that at the expense of
this personal aspect of religion we have tried to identify it more
and more with something akin to an international commercial
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organisation. It is this canker that has so inwardly vitiated the
growth of religion, though everything externally sesms deﬁnite.ly
to aid its progress. Civilisation has udvanced, the human in-
tellect has grown, to be a weapon of extra-ordinary delicacy and
subtlety. Science has made astonishing leaps and laid bare the
growing vastness of God's universe that threatens to outrun our
utmost powers of comprehension. And though a lop-sided pro-
gress in rabid nationalism offers to plunge the whole world into
war, we have grown more humane in our relations to one another
as man to man.

But paradoxical as it may seem, it is nevertheless true that
in the very midst of this dearth of a healthy religious culture in
the very core of this bourgeois clement that is so rampant and
with such baneful and demoralising effect, one glimpses the signs
of a future religious upheaval. This bourgeois tendency has
already seen its best days; and the conditions political and
economic of & world;‘that is now in the melting pot, offer to acce-
lerate its decay and removal. People are becoming more and
more alive to the necessity of enforcing some moral order in this
world where every stray influence commands the homage of some
sect or other, on the score of its novelty if not for anything else ~
a moral order that would adequately realise the sanctity of the
human soul (be it of the very frailest) and stoutly stand up
against all mundane forces that threaten to trample it down. .[t
is such a recognition of this great and healthy principle of life
that finds its sympathetic echo and manifestation in the thousand
societies that exist all over the world for social welfare, uplift
work, relief measures etc., for the ailing humanity.

The existence of such humanitarian societies at first seems an
unmixed blessing, a happy augury of the casting off of our

present demoralising slough, and the renaissance of a spiritual life

in the near future. But such social institutions that have, as
their ideal, the service of man, manifest a Janus face. At their
normal they signify certain humane influences working for the
relief of suffering humanity. These great societies that t_ak'e the.ir
proportion on an international scale are dangerou.sly. similar in
their machinery to the vast commercial organisations whose
pernicious role in modern life we have been lamenting. The
present day man thinks he has taken encugh care of the soul
when he has contributed his monetary mite to one of these
humanitarian societies. Jeeva Seva or the service of humanity
will avail nothing if it were not for the human sou! hehind it.
No healthy religious reaction will ensue if we eschew this great
prin~iple of the personal factor in religion and come into
contact only with these institutions with their commercial machi-
nery, and not with the real human individuality behind them.
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But in the present causes that contribute to the unhappiness
of the world, there is one safety outlet to the fear of these charity
institutions getting demoralised at the onslaught of the bourgeois
element. Humanity during the past few centuries, along with its
phenomenal progress, has suffered a morbid twist of character
that seems to have permanently dried up its capacities for indul-
ging in a pure and healthy pleasure. Pleasure and enjoyment at
their sweetest and best can only befall a mind with attributes
of simplicity and innocence whereas the complexity of our lives
is an ineradicable evil. The present world economic depression
may to a sanguine optimist be only a passing phase. But it
is something axiomatic in its nacked truth that simplicity
and contentment have absolutely fled the vicinity of man and
the world of reality. The best one can hope for in that line
seems to be a peace, if not the cold resignation born of
despair. Revolutions of perhaps ten times the intensity of the
French or the Russian ones, will cause no sweeping changa
in the present day for the better. What loom large before us
now as drastic changes in the political or economic horizon are at
best mere palliatives that smoothen outwardly an ulcer that they
cannot heal at the core. And after all there is no guarantee that
changes in the economic lot of man will leave him equally better
off in contentedness and the things of the spirit. And under the
influence of these forces the human mind must inevitably suffer a
reaction and a strong reaction at that. '

And it is in this gloomy outlook of the human soul that is
painfully conscious of the limitations of its outward environments
(which seemed unexhaustibly fruitful and perennially fresh to our
ancestors, that one looks forward to a great rveligious upheaval.
For, it cannot be that humanity will patientiy allow itself to rot
and fester away ingloriously. Nor can it do away with religion.
Its very instinct of self-preservation and the spark of divinity in
its soul (however dormant it now appears to be) will never ullow
it to do so. We have long been disillusioned of the Eldorado our
ancestors hoped to find out—of gaining the whole world and an
equal measure of happiness along with it ; and we will not now
placidly consent to lose our soul too in the bargain. In the
absence of a happiness and peace of soul, denied to it under the
modern conditions of the world. humanity will no doubt, after
shaking itself free from its present lethargic excess, knock at the

doors of Religion, to realise in it the peace-giving haven of its
search. '

The Wreck.

BY REIMA CRISNON.

still remember vividly the glow of spiritual softness
that was on him and the halo of ethereal purity that

- 4 shore round him. The scene of my first meeting with
him was in itself striking. It was an autumn morning. The sky
was heavily clouded, and there was a mild, but continuous shower.
A chill wind was blowing. I was sitting on the front verandah of
my house behind the iron bars watching the children in the oppo-
site row floating paper-boats on the muddy stream flowing in the
ditch. The street that would usually be crowded with the labour-
ers going to their work, with the cowherds driving their cattle to
pasture, with the milk maids and vegetable-vendors shouting loud
to attract customers, and with old men anl women returning
after their morning bath was then practically deserted. Now and
then a solitary human being passed along, only intensifying the
emptiness of the road. I was in one of those moods of abstraction
when without any conscious endeavour on our part the mind
ruminates over a thousand details. ] was thinking of the mystery
of the substance called water, of the master-mind that conceived
of this great universe inall its wealth of detail, of the mythological
explanation of rain, of how there were seven great clouds on high
which Indra beat and compelled te shed waters to the thirsty
earth, of how thunder and lightning were the result of the
commotion among the celestial clouds, and of a hundred other
silly and sublime things. It was then that he crossed my vision
for the first time. I saw him coming from the distant end of the
road with a small bag thrown over his shoulder. He did not seem
to feel uncomfortable at all to walk in the rains. He walked
slowly, as if he was afraid of offending Mother Earth by a heavy,
rapid, thoughtless tread on her bosom. He was all wet, and
when he saw me sitting on the verandah he came to me with a
smile and asked, *“ May I rest here for a while?”

* By all means, friend,” I answered, *‘ I will give you a pair
of dry cloths, and you can stay here till the rain ceases. May I
know who you are, and why you ventured out in the rains ?”" .

“Iama wanderer on life’s highway ,” he answered, ' and
the wander-lust is on me now. I wanted to spend some quiet
time on yonder mountain having for my companions only the
squirrel and the mountain-lizard, eating nature’s roots and fruits,
lying on the bare rocks, drinking at the springs, communing with
the vastness and immensity all round. Occasionally these moods
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came on me. Last summer the sea had a fascination for me, and
with the aid of a country boat I dwelt on her heaving bosom for
a week. This time my feet are itching for treading on new
ground. Two days ago I came to that hill, but the rains came
and drove me from there. 1 do not hate heaven’s watery message
to earth, but the few books I carried with me got spoilt, and as
books are my first love I thought it wise to come away .”

There was something weird about his countenance and abcut
his manner of speech. There was in him a touch of the pensive
and the sober; ‘‘ his looks were commercing with the skies and
his rapt soul was sitting in his eyes.” He told me that his name
was Nachiketas. Nachiketas! Everything about that strange
visitor from the mysterious distance was wonderful. And he
bore, the name of the ideal of Indian youth, the hero of the
Katha Upanishad, the boy whose thirst for truth was so great that
he cast off without any hesitation the offer of worldly supremacy
and wrung out of Death himself the secrets of life. A strange
name indeed, but how becoming! There was in this Nachiketas
too that utter disregard for the mundane trivialities, that passion
to catch and hold the bare simplicity of truth. All this I saw in
an instant, because Nachiketas never gave me to understand
wherefrom he came, or who bis parents were or what he was
exactly ‘ doing ’ in the world. On the other hand, in the short
time he stayed with me, he spoke to me of the Indian sages of old,
of the cultural affinity of the prophets of various nations, of the
purpose behind Indian history, of the glory of Greece. of the
charm of ancient Egypt and similar other matters. And when he
left me, as suddenly as he broke on me, 1 said to myself ** There
goes one who is all soul and no grossness.”

A few years after my first meeting with Nachiketas, I was
previleged to be bis mate in a College of Arts continuously for
six terms. It was during that period of close association with him
that I saw more of the uniqueness of his personality. Nachiketas
was in a way the terror of all his hostel mates. He could never
brook idleness, sloth, dirt and baseness of any kind. He always
appeared to us to be far removed from the touch of the earth.
Therg was flowing in his veins a rich idealism. Almost every
morning he used to watch the majestic sunrise with such ardour
that no one dared to approach him at that solemn moment. The
early hours of the day were spent by him in devout meditation.
He was such a chastening influence in the hostel that many of us
who in the first flush of college freedom and of liberated youth
had taken .to the use of snuff or cigarettes voluntarily left off the
bad practices compelled by a regard for him. With all this he
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was no puritan, no cloister-confined monk. On moonlit nights he
would drag us all out of our study into the open grassy lawns,
and sing and cut jokes and chat so merrily that we felt we were
in heaven. Despondency he never tolerated. He was verily a
child of light. Often did we ask of him his ideas of his own
future. * The future’ he would say, ‘' is but a continuation
of the present. While you fellows will go out of college and
marry and beget and wallow in the worldly mire, you will hear of
Nachiketas sacrificing himself at the altar of his country’s service.
Nachiketas may one day surprise you by calling at your house in
ochrecoloured clothes and shaven head with a begging bowl in
hand. Or you may one day read in the papers of an Indian

preaching Vedanta to the distant West, and never suspect that the

distant preacher was once upon a time sporting with you on the
green grass. * Or news may reach you some day of a new forest
university founded by s strange saint with a long beard and
matted locks of hair come just then out of the Himalayan caves,
and it may never occur to you that it was your own Nachiketas
who was that. saint. Any way Nachiketas is not going to pass
away from the world like a dream; he is going to leave some
marks behind him on the sands of time.” Such were the aspir-
ations of Nachiketas-in those days.

- % * * * *

Years rolled on. Time, the All-destroyer was pulling down
and building up. Twenty summers passed away. In that long
period earth witnessed many cataclysms of nature ; there were
world wars and volcanic ercuptions, floods and famines, plague

~ and pestilence, dreadful hurricanes anl sweeping sandstorms.

Age was creeping over the generation to which I belonged.
When on some professional business I went to Madanpur last
spring a surprise was in store for me. I was walking along the
bazaar of that crowded city when I saw someone coming before
me with a torn coat on him whose pockets were filled with pro-
truding brinjals, and a ‘tiffin box ' dangling from one hand and
an umbrella held horizontally under snother. His face seemed
familiar to me. I stood still a moment and then cried out,
“ Aren’t you Nachiketas? "

The man showed great surprise at the suddenness of my
question and said, ** Yes,I am, and aren’t you my college mate,
Kittu ?”

I could not utter words for some time. Was this uncouth
figure with an expressionless face and commonplace look the
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Nachiketas whom we adored in our boyish days ? Was this ghost-
like being with sunken eyes and careworn features the same as
the idol of our youth? Icould not believe my eyes; but yet
believe I had to, for he was standing there before me in gross
flesh and blood, holding my hand with his own darkened, life-
less one. We went into a park that was near by, and as we sat
in the soft turf there caressed by the evening breeze, the memory
of the moonlit nights of twenty years ago came back to me with
a poignant grief. And then he unfolded to me his sorry tale. And
as in the case of many of us it was a tragedy of circumstance,
After his return from the College of Arts, when he had planned
to take a trip to Italy to gain greater mastery over painting in
which even as a boy he showed remarkable skill, his father and
the sole support of a large family died. That was the beginning
of his troubles. Having lived in a world of imagination and fancy
till then, the hard realities of the world into which he was thrown
all on a sudden shocked him to a great degree. He had to take
up work as a clerk in a bank, and he who once delighted in roam-
ing and singing throughout the day had now to remain in a dark
chamber for seven or eight hours at a stretch adding up inter-
minable numbers !

“ And then, Kittu,” he said drawing nearer to me, * You
may not believe me when [ say I am married .”

“Married !"” I jumped up and shouted, ** You who preached
to us all that to marry and wallow in the realm of sex was un-
becoming of any sane man, you who when asked how, if all men
remsained single, the annihilation of the race could be avoided,
replied in ringing tones that is no concern of ours. That is God’s
business. Let man remain single and for once at least outwit
God by refusing to help the operation of one of His laws. You
who regarded the householder’s life as very perdition,—you to
have married! I would sooner have believed that the Himalayas
were shaking or that the oceans had dried up in an instent.”

“ Yes, Kittu,1 have married,” came his reply, *and my
children now number seven, excluding the four that died as
infants ; and one of the living is partially blind.”

Words refused to come out of me. I sat still. Birds were

circling in the sky, and from afar came the plain tide note as of
some weeping child.

“Tama falle.n angel ,” Nachiketas spoke breaking the silence,
“ but I can explain my fall easily. The Nachiketas of old of whom
you expected so much, was not a budding hero, but merely an
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ineffectual being beating his wings in the great void. The golden
plumsage yvou all thought I had was not really golden, but was
merely tarnished with a yellow tinge. My orations were,
not the expressions of a greatness in the making, but merely
the effusions and ebullitions of a2 wayward mind. There are
some persons with very weak nerves who are easily affected
by impulses. Spiritual life will attract them. in no time,
but they will not have the power of will to pursue that course
undaunted by impediments. A sermon will bring tears in their
eyes; so profoundly moved will they bs. But the very next
hour they will become terrible victims to the deadliest of passions
and lusts. Every passing impulse, be it good or bad, will possess

‘them with a terrible mastery. Among youths there are many

who promise to become great, but only a few have the ability to
keep the flame of idealism burning through the period of trial
that comes to every one. That great trial found me wanting when
it came. It showed to me that if I was till then soaring in a
higher atmosphere it was only because the winds were holding me
up, and not because of the inherent strength and capacity of my
wings. I was compelled to earn a livelihood, and you know that
where earning one's bread becomes the main occupation of the
day, ideals and aspirations are banished for ever. I long resisted
the invasions of matrimonial offers, but in a weak moment I
yielded, and even consented to take a dowry of a few thousands.
It is the story of a rapid sliding down. I now have a large family
to maintain, and so you see me now in this wreck of my old
being. That is the story of my life; it would draw tears from
stone and iron. Memories of the golden days of old haunt me
now and then. And I still believe in the assurance of our scri-
ptures that the thinker of good never comes to harm, that the
fallen angel is an angel still and will at some distant day ascend
again. It is my conviction that it is by far better to have dream-
ed golden dreams and never realised them than never to have
dreamed at all ; for the forms that met us in our dreams may at
some unexpected corner meet us as realities. It is my faith that
the aspirations my young soul had in such abundant measure are
not dead yet, nay, will never die, but that they are being hatched
to maturity in the very depths of my being, and that though a
mass of littleness may now cover those nurslipgs of my soul, they
are immortal and will emerge in shining colours in other climes
and other times.”

* Nachikétas,” [ said in a voice full of feeling, ‘“ the fire in
you is undying. Ashes may cover it now and then, but it is there
ready to burst into a glorious tongue of flame- when the
opportune hour comes. That hour may come, not perhaps in

>
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this body, but what does the body matter to the eternal soul ?

Cynics may call you a wreck, but you are a wreck that will one
day be made whole again.”

I then took leave of him, and as I journeyed homeward two
truths expounded in the Gita constantly came home to me - of
how among thousands of aspirants only a few realise the goal.
and of how those that aspire and reach not do not like a rent
cloud perish without support, but are given another opportunity
and more congenial soil to continue their interrupted march to-
wards the final goal of life; for in the economy of the universe
there is no good thought, no healthy dream. but will have its
fruition and fulfilment some day.

Education: Ideal and Practical,

BY Dr. JAMES H. COUSINS.

Y ideal education [ do not mean my own or any other

person’s ideas on what perfect education should be.
< ] mean the customary notion of ideal education ; that
is, learning, leading to a professional appointment, and incident-
ally giving some quality that was called culture.

The effect of such education in India is the diversion of stu-
dents from their environments, not by ability which is a legiti-
mate way or rising in the social scale, but at the expense of father
or father-in-law, which is a derivative way of becoming too big
for one’s original sandals, and achieving the eminence of talking
on a platform with folded arms.

The chief flaw in this so-called ideal education is that it made
culture not merely incidental but accidental; and that such
culture is spurious in being derived from sources alien to their
own cultural heritage, such as most of the English literature that
is studied in the schools and colleges of India. Such culture con-
sists largely of stale quotations from very dead poets, and know-
ledge of Milton’s idea of Satan, which is about as near reality as
is his idea of the nature and function of woman.

The central need of culture is not intellectual, but aesthetical.
Feeling is .auch more important in education than mere know-
ledge, or the memorising and repetition of other people’s ideas
which take the place of mental initiative in education in India.
This flaw vitiates the whole atmosphere and work of education
by inducing mental strain and anxiety in preparation for exa-
minations which has a minimum of relationship with intelligence
and individual quality. A culture examination would encourage
individual expression, and by the happy release of the students’
own capacities and impulses would beneficently affect the whole
of educational life,

Another flaw in so-called ideal education is that it is only
remotely related to the life of the people in a narrow professional
way. Professions are necessary, memory exercise is beneficial, a
knowledge of English is useful and desirable. I am not speaking
against any of these things as such. But my conviction from long
experience in education in India, Ireland, Japan and America is
that over-emphasis on non-productive education leads attention
away from true educational activity, and in times of economic
depression like the present leads also to highly educated misery
of body and soul.

What is wrong with so-call~d ideal education is that it is not
practical.
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Practical education usually means training to earn a living,
and is interpreted in terms of producing, making and distribut-
ing, which are the occupations of the vast majority of the people
of all countries. In this matter the West is far advanced, where-
as the East has only recently awakened to its necessity. Japan
has taken her place among the technically educated nations. Iraq
only a short time ago brought an educational specialist from
Germany to advise the new Government. He has recommended
both professional and technical schools * to serve the material
welfare of the country and to educate the youth of the country to
become capable citizens.” In my own early life I educated my-

self in elementary science, business procedure, shorthand and . _
-~

journalism. I

India is now taking notice of the necessity of orienting edu-

cation towards the practical needs of the general body of the
people., But the machinery of official organisation necessarily
takes considerable time to work from necessity to its fulfilment.
There is a vast field, open for unofficial education for the voca-
tions of life other than the professional, The public mind must
be aroused to the value of vocational training in specific direc-
tions, and employers must choose their helpers for general culture

and special efficiency rather than for the possession of an ordinary
diploma or degree. .

But it would be as wrong to lay too much emphasis on so-
called practical education as on so-called ideal education. The
purely practical eye sees humanity as articulate animals, not as
spiritual or intelligent or aesthetical beings. Tennyson put self-
reverence first as a step to power. The Vedic seers put spiritual
joy at the centre of life. Both meant the same thing, the realis-
ation of the ultimate nature of humanity. What is wrong with
practical education is that it is not ideal.

What is wrong with both ideal and practical education is that
they limit themselves by an adjective. True education should be
simultaneously ideal and practical. This does not mean putting
a double adjectival limitation on them, but the cancelling of the
defects of each by the influence of the other. A full education
would provide for the development of all the capacities of every
individual, boy and girl, youth and adult, and relate those deve-
loped capacities creatively to life. Towards this true education
I myself work steadily through the limitations of present educa-
tion. Mere criticism of educational inadequacy would lead now-
where. My personal effort is to assist in the normal but speedy
evolution of education to a balanced impartation of knowledge,
evocation of character and high quality, and application to life.

Our Present Knowledge of Gland
Products.”

BY Y. V. S. IYER, L. T. C. (Hons).
B

URING the last thirty-five years, certain units of the
S packing industry have been increasing the preparation
(G e 2 of extracts from the glands of cattle, hogs, and sheep.
This extension of activities into a bye-product field somewhat
remote from the main task of supplying meat-food products was
a natural evolution. After medical research had determined that
deficiences in human glands could be remedied by controlled
administration of gland extracts, the demand for them became
so great that the only adequate source of supply was in the
packing industry, where large numbers of animals were daily
killed under sanitary conditions, and a sufficient amount of each
glandular tissue could be preserved to insure preparation of
pharmaceutical products on a commercial scale. With such
factory methods, and under skiiled chemical contrcl, it was
possible to insure standardisation and high quality.

At the present time, there are probably two hundreq phar-
maceutical products prepared in packing-house laboratories.
However, this number includes some which are not strictly endo-
crinal in origin, i.e., pepsin, rennet, benzoinated lard, etc. The
number of glands from which pharmaceuticals are made is about
twenty-five, but the number of products prepared from these
glands is in the neighbourhood of fifty. As an example of the
volume of slaughter necessarv to make the manufacture of glan-
dular extract possible, the pituirary glands from twelve thousand
voung cattle are required to producz a single pound of desic-
cated posterior pituitary substance! The preparation of these
pharmaceuticals requires laboratories provided with a variety of
equipment, including automatic temperature-regulators and
vacuum drying ovens. All glands are carefully selected and
examined before treatment, and those showing any signs of
atrophy or other factors of abnormality are discarded. Tempe-
rature, humidity, and other factors affecting drying and decom-
position are carefully regulated in order to preserve completely
the enzymes, hormones, or other active secretions of the glands.
All pharmaceutical products which contain known enzymes and
active princip'es are standardized to insure uniformity of dose

* For the first part of this article see our issue of April 1934,
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and dependable results. The finished preparations are accurately
tested by chemists trained in physiology and hacteriology.

The Chief Endocrine Gland —The Thyroid: - Of the glands used
in pharmac>utical manufacture, one of the most important and
interesting is the thyroid. This gland consists of two maroon-
colored masses on either side of the windpipe and close to the
larynx. These masses are bridged by a narrow isthmus of the
same tissue. In human beings, the thyroid gland has always
attracted much attention because its enlargements constitute the
prominent deformity known as goiter. The internal secretion
of the thyroid has a definite controlling effect upon the pulse
rate and the blood pressure, the skin and its hairness, the mois-
ture and amount of mucus, the growth and size of the bones,
especially in the hands, feet, and skull, and finally upon the intelli-
gence, through its effect on the convolutions of the brain. The
significant fact about the chemical composition of the thyroid
secretion is its relatively high percentage of iodine. Indeed, this
secretion depends for its activity upon a sufficient supply of
iodine being absorbed from the blood.

The thyroid gland is the controller of the speed of living.
This speed of living is the rate at which the chemical reactions
that constitute the process of life go on in the body, When the
reactions accelerate, more oxygen and good material are used,
more energy is liberated, the metabolic processes occur more
rapidly, and the individual feels, thinks, and acts more quickly.
The thyroid may be compared in this matter to the accelerator of
an automobile.

Some human heings have such insufficient thyroid secretion
that they are dwarfs of a peculiar type, known as cretins. In
other cases, insufficient thyroid secretion brinzs on certain
lymphatic swellings, known as myxoedema. On the contrary, too
much thyroid secretion in the blood and tissue causes nervous-
ness, insomnia, tachycardia, loss of weight, digestive disturbances,
and kindred disorders. One of the recently discovered uses of
thyroid extract is in the treatment of cataract in elderly people.
Senile cataract is supposed to occur when there isa general
breakdown of the body forces, and the administration of thyroid
extract has a tonic effect on the general system. Present indica-
tions are that the improved vision resulting is only part of the
general tonic effect, but it providss a new weapon of attack
against this insiduous form of blindness. Stunted thyroids not
only lead to idiocy and dwarfishness, but apparently limit the
secretion of milk in nursing mothers in such a way as to induce
symptoms of thyroid deficiency in the offspring. Thyroid
deficiency also shows the rate of growth.

PRESENT KNOWLEDGE OF GLAND PRODUCTS 543

The thyroid is perhaps the most variable organ in the body,
and responds, by changes in size and functional activities, to the
changes in both external and internal environment.

The Parathyroids : —Near the thyroids, in both animals and
men, are four tiny glands known as the parathyroids. These are
sometimes imbedded within the substance of the thyroid in the
neck, and sometimes directly behind it, upon the windpip2. As
a rule, these parathyroids are only about the size of a wheat
grain. However, they are separate individual glands with a
structure and function of their own, and have a definite influence
upon the work of the bxly. For example. if they are removed
an animal’s excitability is increased from fivehundred to a thou-
sand times. The chief function of the parathyroids is to regulate
the amount of lime in the blood, and cells. In the making of bone
and teeth, limeis @ very important factor. The parathyroids
affect the rate of coagualation of the blood, and espeacially. signi-
ficant factor in wounds, and maintain the tbne of the nerves. In
human beings. the nervous overexcitability from loss of parathy-
roid secretion is called tetany. To maintain a normal steadiness
of muscle and nerves, the parathyroid glands are essential.

Pituitary Gland :-- At the hase of the brain, there occurs a
lump of tissue shout the size of a pea, weighing only 0°6 gram. of
a greyish yellow colour and insignificant in appearance, known as
the pituitary gland. As a matter of fact, the pituitary is really
two glands in one. Each part is distinct in origin, history,
functions, and secretions. To distir.guish them, they are referred
to as the anterior lobe and the postericr lobe. From the posterior
parts of the pituitary, an active substance has been discovered
which is of great use in medical science. The internal secretion
from the posterior lobe has many remarkable functions. It con-
trols the tone of the tissuss and ths muscle fibres of the hlood
vessels. It also regulates the contractile organs of the body, such
as the intestines, the bladder, and the uterus. The vital im-
portance of the pituitary gland is indicated by its remarkably
protected position, its extraordinary persistance, and 1ts abundant
blood supply. No other gland of internal secretion provides an
adequate substitute for it.

Both the thyroid and the pituitary control growth, and also
the differentiation, the mass, and intricacy of the tissues. But,
they differ in the site of their control. The thyroid affects direct-
ly the inner and outer coverings of the body, the skin. the skin-
glands, the hair, the mucous membranes, and the irritability, or
the preparcdness for response, of the nerves. The pituitary acts
more upon tha framework of the body, the :keleton, and the
mechanical sapports and movers. Bone and ligament, muscle
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and tendon, seem to be within its immediate sway. The secre-
tions of the pituitary gland diffuse directly into the fluid bathing
the nervous system, supplyinz beneficent stimulants and aiding in
elimination of waste. While the thyroid raises the energy level
of the brain and the whole nervous system, as a bye-product of
its general awakening effect upon all cells of the hody, the pituit-
ary probably stimulates the brain cells more directly, in a manner
similar to mild doses of caffeine or cocaine.

The difference between the thyroid gland and the pituitary
may be expressed in this way: while the thyroid increases energy
evolution and so makes available a greater supplv of crude energy
by speeding up cellular processes, the pituitary assists in energy
transformation, in energy expenditure and conversion, especially
of the brain and the sexual system. In short, the thyroid facili-
tates energy production; the pituitary, its consumption. The
pituitary appears, therefore, as the gland of continued effort.
Hence, fatigability or general inability to maintain efforts are one
of. the prominent complaints when there is destruction or an
insufficiency of pituitary substance.

The Adrenal or Suprarenal Glands:—~There are two adrenal
or suprarenal glands. Each one of them is shaped like a cocked
hat, lying astride the kidneys, and is easily recognised by ifs
yellowish fatty colour. In common with some other glands, the
adrenals are relatively larger and more prominent in children and
young people than in aduits. Compared with their size, the
amount of blood passing through them is very great. Each gland
is composed of two parts, the cortex (literally the bark), or outer
portion, and the medulla (literally the marrow), or inner portion.
While they are not separated by any clean-cut line, as strands of
tissue penetrate into the other, there is a great difference in their
chemistry and function. The medulla contains Numerous nerve
cells belonging to the vegetative system, and its secretion is
known as epinephrin.

The importance of adrenals in life processes is such that an
extract from them, when injected into a vein, produces an un-
usual, although temporary, rise of blood pressure. It also with-
draws the blood from the digestive and other internal systems
and concentrates it in the brain and muscular tissues. Becayse
this condition is essential in any emergency, strain or extra-
ordinary physical effort, the adrenals are known as the glands of
combat. This influence is remarkable when it is realised that the
concentration of epinephrin in the blood s only about one part
in twenty million, with about one hundred- thousand times this
much stored in the gland itself. The amount of it in the blood
varies with muscular exertion and profound emotion, such as
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pain, fear and rage, which increase the drain upon the supply of
this secretion. With its entry into the blood, there is a tremend-
ous heightening of the tone of the nervous and muscular system.
The adrena's play an important part in the production of body
heat. In modern life, they are called upon to function to a greater
extent than in the past. While savages and barbarians had just
as many emergencies and shocks to overcome a: we have, the
inhabitations arising from education and conditions of modern
living, with improper food, sedentary indoor confinement, and
the nanise in greater cities, are undoubtedly making greater de-
mands upon our adrenal glands. When these demands become
100 great in any particular case, there ensues an insufficiency of
adrenal secretion, resulting in nervous breakdown—not an
uncommon occurrence among great business men—and in some
cases, melancholia and suicide.

The Pineal Gland : ~ The pineal gland is a cone-shaped bit of
tissue hidden away at the base of the brain in a tiny case behind
and above its larger neighbour. the pituitary. In part, the pineal
gland is made up of nerve cells containing a pigment present in
the retina of the eves. This favours the argument of the ancients
that the function of the pineal was as an eye. For a long time, it
was thought that the pineal had no function for the modern man,
but research has shown that it distinctly regulates childhood in
growth. It has an indi-ect influence, hastening or retarding
puberty and maturity, whichis the result of an excess, or de-
ficient, secretion. Pineal substance and many other standardised
pharmaceuticals can only be made where there are perfect
refrigerative facilities; for, some fifteen thousand of the glands
are required to produce one pound of the drug.

The thymus :-—The thymus is situated in the chest, on both
sides of the windpipe, covering the upper portion of the heart. It
is a greyish ycllow mass which, when cut, presents the spongy
structure of swect breads (Pancreas). In function, the thymus
dominates childhood by inhibiting the activity of the sex glands,
rising and declining as children grow up. The size and condition
of the thymus is 2n index of the state of nutrition of the body.
For example, underfeeding for the period of a month will reduce
the thymus to one third of its normal size. It can be looked on
as a storage and reserve organ and where necessary, children who
are given doses of thymus under medical care grow rapidly.
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The Work Promethean. By James H. Cousins, D. Lit. Pub-
lished by Ganesh & Co., Madras. Price Re. 1-8.

English literary criticism has never been very enthusiastic over Shelley.
‘The orthodox Christiun prejudice that brought about the expulsion of the
young post from the university has always been warping the vision of
Shelley’s critics. It found in him only a pagin and a rébel who advocated a
-quaint sort of pantheistic philosophy withoit much clarity of vision or
-evenness of exprassion. But in spite of all misconceptions and misinter-
pretations of his works, the genius of Shelley has been slowly working its

way into the mind of England; and there has of late been a better undegs

standing of thé poet aud his works. - )

Himself a sound poet and keen critic, Dr. Cousins, approaching Shellev
with all his knowledge of oriental philosophy, has been able to discover
mnew truths in the works of the great lyrist of England, We cannot say if
it is not the Doctor's knowledge of oriental philosophy that helps him to
follow Shelley so closely. In this hundy volume however, Dr. Cousins
expounds the poetry of Shelley, his spiritual conceptions. bis theory of the
arts and his philosophy of life from a new and enlightened pint of view.
It may be a startling interpretation of Shelley, but it appears to be correct,
and above all beautiful and elevating.

He who expects to find bere literary criticism of the common kind may
be disappointed ; for Dr. Cousins is not a literary anatomist and does not
-approach his subject with the scissors and scalpel. The critic examines
the beliefs and theories of Shelley as contained in various works of his and
€xpounds them in a clear and cogent manner with numerous quotati-ns in
support of his argument. Some misconceptions of the poet’s philosophy
are also examined ‘and proved to be unfounded or perverse. 't he iook
marks an epoch in the critical estimate of Shelley and also outlines a new
manner of literary criticism. Dr. Cousins has in this book stolen a march
on literary criticism. We hope the book will find a permanent place in the
shelf of every scholar and critic. P. M. H.

Mind. By Mahendra Nath Dutt. Published by Pyari
Mohon Mukherji B. L., 3 Gour Mohom Mukherji Street, Calcutta.

The author is the brother of the Great Swami Vivekansnda. He isa
gr.eat scholar and art critic. In this dissertation the author examines the
mind, its structure, and functions from the point of view of Eastern and
West?rn psychologists. He gives usa clear exposition of mind and its
f\fnctlons. The portions that speak of the finer nervous system and the
higher mentation are very illuminating. We hope the book will attract
the attention of western psychologists and direct them more correctly in
the field of experimental psychology.

The Way To Live. By Sri Yogendra, Published by the
Yoga Institute, Bombay, Re. 1.

This is one of a series of six volumes containing instructions on what
may be called the first principles of life. The book under consideration
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deals with some of the paysical aspectsof life. Personal hygeine and its
importance are dzalt with from a scholarly point of view. The author who
is acquainted with the science of Yoga of the East as well as with the
Western science of life and medicine gives us short but valuable lessons on
the subject. The most important part of the book is the practical instruc-
tion contained in it. Even a man in the street can easily acquire a fair
knowledge of personal hygeine and follow it up in life. We hope it will
be of great use tc the busy man of to-diy wio wants things practical and

shortly put. ‘

1. Vivekachudamani (with Text and Translation). 2. Yoga
Sara Samgraha of Vijnaana Bhiksiu and Gheranda Samhita.
3. Uttara Gita. Published by the Theosophical Society, Adyar,

Madras.

One of the great services the Theosophical Society has been doing to
India and the world is to bring out admirable translations of the best works
on Hindu Religion and Philosophy. We have now the translations of some
important works.

Vivekachudasmani is one of the monumental works of Shri Sankara,
which deserves. the sttention of the philosaphical world. Being in diffi-
cult Sanskritit was inaccessible to many. The present translation by an
eminent scholar Mohini M. Chatterji is highly welcome and commendable.
The translator has tried to preserve as much of the charms of the original
as possible without being unfaithiul to the meanings of the text. The
publication contains the text and translution.

Yoga Swra Samgrata of Vijnana Bhikstu and Gheranda Samhita. These
two are great treatises on Yoga next only to Patanjali's Yoga Sutra. The
first contains an exposition of human psychology, as well as the science of
Yoga while the latter is mainly a treatise on Hatha Yoga. But these are
very well translated and made intelligible even to ordinary minds.

Uttara Gita. This small book is the after math to the battle of
Kurukshetra. and is complementary to the Hlagavat Gita. After the war
Arjuna seeks the advice of Sri Krishna on the method of attaining the
Highest Realisation, and the latter's answer is Uttara Gita. The small text
s0 {ull of pithy and epigramatic sayings and recondite philosophy and
Yoga, is translated in a clear and lucid style. All these volumes should be
very welcome to the public. P. M. H.

The Story of My Fxperiments with Truth. By M. K. Gandhi,
Published by the Navajivan Karyalaya, Ahmedabad. '

We welcome with pleasure the vepublication of Mahatmaji's autobio-
graphy Th:= Story of My Experiments with Truth. The volume was out of
print for the past three or four years and. though greatly in demand, it
could not evidently he brought out earlier by its publishers owing to the
political turmoils {rom which they also had to zuffer. The Autobiography

. was ortiginally published in Gujarathi in the Nuvajivan, but wos later on
translated into English by Srecjut Mabkadev Desai and carefully revised by
the uuthor himself. That Mahatmaji has written his autobiography in a
different spirit thau that which ordinarily pervades the autobiographies of
other grest men, is evident from the title of the book itself. He writes in
the Introduction: “ ... it is not my purpose to attcmpt a real autobiography.
I simply want to tell the story of my numetous experiments with truth, and
4s my life consists of nothing but those experiments, it is true that the
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story will take the shape of an autobiography. ... for me, truth is the
sovereign principle, which includes humerous other principles This truth
is not only truthfulness in word, but truthfulness in thought also, ang not
only the relative truth of our conception but the Absolute Truth, the Eter.
nal Principle, that is God ... I worship God as Truth only.” As we go
through chapter after chapter of the Autobiography. we feel that we are
also carried along by the force of a great soul, “ striving and pining.” to nse
Mahatmaji's own words. * to achieve these thirty years’ sell-realisation.”

The story is divided into three parts, the first dealing wi

life of the Mahatma till he returned from England aftergbel::: ‘tc};il:c;r:z
the bar’; the second with his career as g barrister in India as well as §
Africa and with the early S. African Satyagraha till Mabatmaji landed fot:
the second time in that Continent, and the third part with the well-known
and heroic struggles with the infuriated whites of S. Africa in 1897 the
story of the vow of Brahmacharya taken by the saint in 1906, his part i'n the
Indian National Congress of 1901 as ‘clerk and bearer,” and his personal
acquaintance with the great national leaders like the Lokamanya and
Gokbale, tiil he set sail to S Africa for the third time to face Mr, Chamber-
lain. But the abiding interest of the Story is to be found, not in the
Mahatma’s experiments in the political field, but in his numerous and inspi-
ring experiments in the spiritual and moral fields. From his early child-
hood his passion for truth and self-purification, in spite of the numerous
lapses with which be deals with such frankness and sincerity, not to he
found in the autobiography of any Other great personality in the world,
alone equipped him with the tremendous soul force before which even the
mighty British bureaucracy had to quail,

It is not possible to summarise in a few lines the iuspiring conclusions
which have been arrived at by Mahatmaji out of his numerous deep experi-
ments with Truth ; only repeated study of the autobiogruphy will enable
one to realise, at least to a small extent, the spiritual attainment reached
by the saint. which has really won for him the title of * Mahatma,’ end pro-
fit ourselves accordingly.

'1.‘be printing and get up of the volume are exceptionally good and adds
considerably to the pleasure of perusal, E.S. K.

PERIODICAL

Vinodasaraswathi (aNemsamveauscl), A Monthl )
i : y Maga .
Published from Alatur. Subscription Rs. 2. Magazine

T!:is new Malayzlam contemporary edjted by the well known poet ang
novelist, Mr. P. R. Narayana Aiyar, is a welcome addition ta the world of
periodicals in Malabar. The first number in our hands shows good promise
It contains instructive as well as entertaining articles and short stories . rou;
the pen of able writers. Current topics and valuable and interesting in-
f{)rmﬂtion culled frem various sources are also given a place in the Maga-
zine. The annual subscription of Rs. 2 is quite moderate. We hope tgh
monthly will find favour with scholars und the public, pe e

Dr. S. Rangachari.

BY A. VENTATESWARA IYER, B.A,, B.L.

i\‘ R. Rangachari is dead, gone for ever to that * undis-
WD) covered country from whose bourne no traveller
" returns.” Itisan irreparable national loss. Those
who have come in contact with that personality will be incoasol-
able. They will miss for ever the tall robust Roman figure with
the bald head, rolling in the Rolls Royce with hurricane speed
here, there, and everywhere, to succour afflicted humanity. He
lived every moment of his life intensely and he worked himself
literally to death for the cause of his suffering brethren.

In his frame there throbbed a great and generous heart and
in his brain there was the quintessence of human wisdom. None
returned from his closet without becoming a new man full of the
zest of life. A Napoleon of energy with a sphinx-like composure,
a gait in his walk and deportment ; a Mahatma with a bantering
tongue towards those intimate with him, irradiating everything
with his nobleness and highmindedness : a scientist with a razor-
like commonsense, with a scintillating mysterious light in his
eyes that would fain unravel the why and wherefore of life ; the
key-stone in the arch of medical profession; a veritable angel
whose touch has cured the most obstinate of diseases, with a brain
that worked pari passu with the speed of his Rolls ; the aviator
who flew the length and breadth of South India for the succour of
humanity ; thus Dr. Rangachari has been a Karma-Yogin in the
strictest sense. :

Born on 28th April 1882, he joined the Medical Department
in 1905 and was in charge of various hospitals in the Presidency.
He was District Medical and Sanitary Officer, Tanjore, from
19.1—1915 and of Ganjam in 1916. Then he became Civil Assist-
ant Surgeon. Maternity Hospital, Madras, in 1919 and Surgeon,
General Hospital, Madras. After 1926 he retired from Govt.

~ Service and started his famous * Nursing Home ” which used to

be crowded to the full. He was a Public Institution and he was
fully alive to the implicit trust and confidence reposed in him by
the Public. He specialized in the Human Constitution and not
any part thereof.

“ Service was the guiding principle of his life. He exempli-
fied the doctrine that one man’'s asset was the asset of all, by
tendering his services by day as well as by night, sometimes even

* We regret that this article was crowded out of our previous issue
for want of space. {Ed.)
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without any remuneration at the poor man’s door in his hour of
distress. His magnetic and vibrant personality acted as an elixir
which brought back to life many a moribund case. His home was’
in the hearts of the suffering people; and his name will be
in the Pantheon of the History of Medicine.

Inscrutable are the ways of God. Only the other day during
last December I was with him and now he is no more. Tender
reminiscences of my friendship with him come upon me. Did he
not tell me in answer to my question, that there was no such
thing as “luck,’in life, and life's rewards are for those who
whole-heartedly dedicate themselves to the cause of humanity ?

His life’s ambition was to found a ** Private Hospital ” manned
by experts for the relief of afflicted humanity. But he passed
away without realizing that. They have started a Memorial
Fund in Madras to perpetuate the great Doctor's memory. [
would suggest that the memorial should take the form of a
General Hospital named after the great man, with a full size
statue of his in the front.

) Alas, the king ?f Medicine and Surgery is gone for ever! Is
it too much to say “ Here was a Man ; take him for all in all; and

never §hall we see his like again’? Who dies if he were alive?
Who lives since he is dead ?

Oh God, did you snatch him, away, because he dj
, X , » be e dislocated too
much the scheme of Life and Death, which you had ordained, or
have you spmmoned him for treating any obstinate case in
Heaven, which has defied all celestial remedies ?

»

Felicitations to
Mr. Bidhu Sekhar Basu

N 4 M R. Bidhu Sekhar Basu is one of our occasional contri-
butors and is ths son of Kaviraj Vasu Menon, one of
the life members of our journal. What is more he

hails from Elapulli the village to which the editors of The
Scholar and the proprietors of The Scholar Press belong. The
Schoiar has, therefore. peculiar pleasure in congratulating Mr.
Bidhu Sekhar Basu on his success in the recent I. C. 8. Exam
held in India.

We are also happy to publish the following. account of an
At Home held in honour of Mr. Basu. The function was organised
by an influential Committee of hosts consisting of Messers. K. P.
Narayana Menon, (Kenath Achan) E. Sankaran Unni (advocate)
Mele Veetil Velukutty Menon, Manikath K. Krishna Menon, V.
Ponnan Pillai, V. Krishnaswami Pillai, Vadasseri Madhava Menon,
K. V. Pankunni Nair, M. Theyyunni Nair and E. N. Subrahmanyam
M.A., B.L, (Associate Editor). It was held on June 9 in Appavu
Pillai Board High School, Elapulli and was attended by nearly
200 guests. After a group photo and refreshments, which were
served on a large scule, a meeting was held with Sir M. Krishnan
Nair in the chair. The Presideént, Mr. Unnikanda Panikkar, and
Mr. E. N. Subrahmanyam spoke in appreciative terms of Mr.
Basa and wished him success in his career. The following are
extracts from the speech of Mr. Subrahmanyam, our Associate
Editor. '

Mr. President, Mr. Basu and geu‘tlemen,

On behalf of the committee of hosts I have been asked to
offer felicitations to Mr. Basu. I have been requested to speak in
the vernacular. I am ashamed to say I am unable to do so. But
there is a vernacular which is better and higher than all verna-
culars and that is the vernacular of love. In the language of love,
therefore, T shall address my few remarks tonight.

To me who has been a teacher for some years now, nothing is
more pleasing than to offer congratulations to one who has passed
an Examination. But on this occasion my pleasure is patticularly
enhanced because I am felicitating one who has passed not any
ordinary Examination but the highest Examination obtaining in
the country. Every ambitious young man aspires to pass the
Indian Civil Service examination, because the Indian Civil Service
is looked upon as a Heaven born Service and the I. C.S. man is
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considered to be a super-man. It was Mr. Lloyd George, you will
remember, who spoke of the I. C. § as the steel-frame of India
and Lord Morley said on one occasion that the I. C. S. map can
do anything; he can man a navy, command an army, govern g
state and grow even a potato. Our friend Mr. Basu can not only
do all these things but even cure a patient, for I guess that among
the successful I. C. S. condidates all these years, he is the onl§ one
who is also qualified in medicine.

If I remember right it was in the year 1922 that the practice
of holding simultaneons examinations in England and India for
the Indian Civil Service was begun and since that time I knew a
host of my friends who have come out successful in the Exami-
nation and who are occupying high positions now, but I can say
without fear or favour that either in point of talent or in point of
leadership, Mr. Basu will not be second toany of them. I have
known Mr, Basu as an youngster reading in this High School and
even then I had discovered traits of greatness in him.

I do not deny that the success of Mr. Basu is in a large
measure due to his own intrinsic merit, but I should think that
even in a larger measure it is due to the training given at home
by his father. I have watched with interest and admiration the
way in which Mr. Vasu Menon trains his children at home and on
this occasion it is my pleasure not only to congratulate Mr. Basu
on his success but also his father on the successsul fruition of his
efforts. '
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Telling Quality! Striking Servioe !

Are the Keynotes of our Success.

All kinds of Chemical, Physical, Biological and Physiological
Apparatus supplied.

"

Every requirement of a Laboratory, School or College met.

We dare say you are one of our esteemed customers ; if you
are not, please get your next supplies from us. You
are sure to note many outstanding advantages.

Central Scientific Supplies Co,, Ltd,,

Complete Ldboratory Furnishers,

14, Perianna Maistry Street,

G. T. MADRAS.

BHARAT PUBLISHING HOUSE |

Our Publications for Secondary andf!ln‘nutnry Schools.

ENGLISH
Detailed Study. ) Rs. -As.
Readings in English—Series I. 1 o0
(Approved by the Text-Book Committees of Madras, Cochin
and Mysore). Prescribed by the Department of Public Ins-
truction for Form IV in Mysore.
Readings in English—Series II A 1 2
(Approved by the Text-Book Committees of Madras, Cochin
and Mysore). The above books have been speciully prepared
by eminent authors to suit the requirements of the [V and V
Forms and have been highly commended by leading educa-
tionists. They have been prescribed in many of the high

schools in the Presidency. Printelon Superior pip:r, and
bound Full Calico,

Non-detailed Study.

Shorab and Rustum 0 3
Dhruva . 0 3
Uthararamacharithram 0 6
(Prescribed by the Mysore Government as Compulsory Text
for Middle Schools)
AEsop’s Fables 0 4
ALSO TAMIL BOOKS
Palron:zge of Schools and E lucational Instit .tions requested.
150, Annapillai Street, MADRAS

——

ALWAYS MAINTAIN HAPPINESS AT HOME
WITH THESE 3 FAMILY GEMS

1. STOCKS: WHOOPING COUGH Specifics
cures in 10 days.

Do not be under the félse notion that
WHOOPING COUGH must continue for 3
months (New Moon).

It can be cured in :0 days and this specific does it.

2. STOCK'S: ASTHMA CURE a splendid remedy, gives immediate
relief and make; a patient sleep soundly.

3. BEWARE: MALARIA AND SPLEEN ENLARGEMENT. USE
STOCK’S ANTIMALARIAL FEVER Silver Pills.

For all fevers, cold, ague and intermitant fevers.
Available at -

Messrs. S. NATHAM & CO.,

Chemists, PALGHAT
AND AT ALL DEALERS IN POLLACH!I

‘Che Name
RAJA RAJESWARI

AND THE TRADE MARK

ARE TWENTY YEARS OLD

When we say ours is the best Madras Snuff we mean it is the
best and it is the snuff with a quality.

IT_SPEAKS FOR_ITSELF

Ask your tobacconist for:

NO. 1. D. S. SUKUNTHA MOOKU THOOL

AND

RAJA RAJESWARI MADRAS SNUFF,

or uriteto  The Best Snuff Emporium
ROYAPURAM, MADRAS




THE KAVASSERY BANK,
H. O. KAVASSERY
Branches: (1) Koduvayur. (2) Nemmara. (Cnchin State)
BEGIN BUSINESS BRISK
WITH
THE KAVASSERY BANK
The only Popular Progressive Bank
Loans on (1) Jewels.

(2) Joint Pronotes.
(3) And other Securities.
Deposits received at favourable rates
For terms apply to any Office of the Bank.

T. K. NAGANATHA IYER,

Pyoprietor,
THE KAVASSERY BANK.
KAVASSERY

PRABHU’S INK

Manufactured by Qualified Indian Chemists in most up-to date Laboratories

THE INK that dries instantly but vet is permanent in effect, lasting as
long as the paper on which it is written.

THE INK that is manufactured specially for fountain-pen and kept
free of injurious chemical ingredients.

THE INK that is water-proof, that does not clog or corrode nor leave
any sediment.

Awarded Grlid Medals at over ten All Indi: FErhibitions.

Sold everywhere with ink-filler free

Unconditional Guarantee to take back the ink that does not give
entire satisfaction.

K. B. PRABHU & Co..

Head Office & Factory: CALICUT (Malabar)
Wholesale Depot : 19/20 Linga Chetty St, MADRAS

——

| .

SITARA

ANGLO-AYURVEDIC PHARMACY Ltd.,

TRICHUR (Cochin State)

Started under the Distinguished Patronage of the late

H. H. RAJA SIR RAMA VARMA G.c.s.1,G.C.LE.

THE MAHARAJA OF COCHIN

" GENUINE. AYURVEDIC PREPARATIONS ON
| THE MOST ORTHODOX LINES

Sn pi)liers tn

VARIOUS MUNICIPAL AND LOCAL FUND
DISPENSAlilES
ALSO WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS OF "ALL
ALLOPATHIC PATENTS AND CHEMICALS WITH

DISPENSING DEPARTMENT OPEN BOTH DAY & NIGHT

Sole Agents for Palghat :
"MAHALAKSHMI STORES.,
Gandhi Bazaar, PALGHAT
All'Ag/u,rzwlic preparations of t):e Pharmacy scld lere
at catalogue 7;;'ircs Jor the benefit of mofussil customers.
T. A. Gopalakrishna lyer, 8.4, 8.1,

Managing Director.
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Tele: “VINCENT INDUSTRIALS, Calicut”.

ST. VINCENT’S
INDUSTRIALS,

CALICUT, Malabar,

ENGINEERS, FOUNDERS., WELDZRS, CONTRACTORS, BUILDERS,
CABINET MAKERS & TEXTILE MANUFACTURERS

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back.

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

Our Factory is equipped with up-to-date machinery and workshop requisites,
Iron and Brass Foundary, Electrical and Gas Welding Plants to cope with the
Manufacture of Machines of any description, such as Water Pumps, Soap and
Tile Manufacturing Machines, Presses, Rotary Qil Mills, Steel Structures, Spiral
Ladders, Iron Safes and Gates and General Engineering Contracts or Repairs.

We are Specialists in the Manufacture of Tile & Soap Dies of any descrip-
tion. Our Machines are Cheap, Reliable, Wiaely approved and Guaranteed.

Reboring & Renewals of Steam or oil Engine cylinders and Pistons etc.
undertaken.

Piston Grinding by Machine Power with
Guaranteed Results.

CABINET DEPARTMENT.

Furniture for all purpose to suit all grades are manufactured and supplied
out of SESONED AND SELECTED WOOD. FREE FROM ALL DEFECTS
SPECIAL RATES ALLOWED FOR WHOLESALE BOOKING. Body Building
of Busses and Lorries is a special branch in this Department.

TEXTILE DEPARTMENT
ALL Colours Guaranteed & Fast.

) Our l.-landloom Products are the best ia Durability, Cheapness, and Reliabi-
lity. High class Shirtings, Coatings in Pure Silk, Artificial Silk; and Cotton are
always in stock for Retail and wholesale booking. Sarees, Bed-sheets Bed-

spreads, Napkins, Dhoties and Towels of attractive designs can be supplied

from stock.

Our profits are entirely and exclusively utilised for charitable purposes in
the feeding and education of the poor Indian orphans. We solicit the favour of
the kind patronage of every one in the cause of our noble purpose and the general
welfare of the country uplifting the poor of our Dear Mother India.

S7. VINCENT’'S INDUSTRIALS

M

|

OUR OWN PUBLICATIONS

(For Elementary Schools.)
1. KANNAN READERS I to V for Standards [ to V
By S. N. Mani Chettiar.
2. NANNITHA BODHA MANJARI SERIES MALAR 1 to 4 for
Standards Il to V.
Ulagamuthu, Athichudi, Kontrai Ventham &
Vettu Venkai Kathaigal
By G. V. Rama Iyer, B.A., L. T.

3. THE STORY OF THE TANJORE DISTRICT For Class IV.
STORIES FROM INDIAN HISTORY For Class V.
THE ATLAS GEOGRAPHY OF THE TANJORE DISTRICT
For Class 1V,

THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY
For Class V.
(For Secondary Schools.)
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY TEXT BOOK
By G. V. Rama Aiyar, B.A.,,L. T.
1. A HISTORY OF INDIA For I to Il Forms. -
2. GEOGRAPHY TEXT BOOKS For 1l to IIl Forms.
Same Text Books by Rev. G. P. James, B. A., L. T., B. D., and
M. Somasundaram, B. A., L. T,

1. NEW METHOD ELEMENTARY SCIENCE For I to III Forms,
Tamil Nondetailed By Varakai A. Subramania Barathy.
VIRADAPURA VINOTHAM or VITHAIYAN MEMMAI
(For High Schools.)

History and Geography Text Books. By G. V. Rama Iyer, B.A., L.T.
(In Tamil.)
1. A HISTORY OF ENGLAND
2. A HISTORY OF INDIA Parts [ & II.
3. AN OUTLINE GEOGRAPHY OF THE WORLD. The Southern
Continents and North America.
The above books are prepared according to the recent S. S. L. C.
Syllabus suitable for High and training schools.
(For General Reading.)
1. THE FINGER OF DESTINY AND OTHER STORIES
By A. S. Panchapakesa Aiyar, M. A. (Oxon.) 1. C. S.
Corresponding Telugu editions for History Text Books from
Class V to Form III can be had of us.
Outline maps for all continents, India, Madras Presidency
and Tanjore Dt. can be had of us at a cheap rate.

Our Tanjore Agents : —

V. AIYAR & CO.,

\ G. V. K. SWAMY & CO.,
Marejiappa Street.

Publishers, KUMBAKONAM




(A Romantic Indian Drama in Three Acu V
, BY C. K. SUBRAMANIAM =.
Price Re. 1. Postage Extra.

Extracts from Select Press Opinions.
Mr. C. K. Subramaniam's * Vanamala' is a creditable attempt for.
a maiden effort on the part ef the author.—The Free Press Journal,
Bombay. -
~ This is one of the few Indian Dramas written in the English
Language.— The Bonthay Chranicle, Bombay.
The reader’s interest is sustained to the very end and the author
is to be congratulated on his effort.— The Hindu, Madras.

Copies available from: —

THE MODERN TYPEWRITING SCHOOL,
" VADAKKANTHARA, PALGHAT

M. C. APPASWAMY CHETTY & CO,

PHOTOGRAPHERS, PROCESS ENGRAVERS AND

DEALI*}RS IN PROCESS MATERIALS,
No. 64, Savarimuthu Street,

MANNADI. MADRAS
l Line Blocks, Half-tone Blocks, done at

Cheapest rates and with the best execution.

Tri-Colour Process Blocks a Speciality.

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

PLEASE TRY US ONCE

Imitation is the Sincerest *f‘l_gg“ery.'

Do You Know Why
“Mysore Sandal Soap”

Has So Many Imitatisns?

Because it is The Best

Toilet Soap in the Market.

If you want an Ideal Toilet Soap,

Ask your nearest dealer for—

MYSORE SANDAL SOAP

Suppliers by appointment to

HIs HIGHNESSs THE MAHARAJA OF MY30ORE
AND

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR OF BURMA

GOVERNMENT SOAP FACTORY,

BANGAILORE
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ENGLISH

M.A,LT. Rs.

ENGLISH NON-DETAILED
{By T. P. Srinivasan.)

As.

Tales from Panchatantra
[ Part 4
Do Il Part 4
Baratha, the Brother 5
Nala and Damayanti 5
Shivaji 5
Raja Pritavi 5
Akbar 5
Vikramaditya 5
12 Tales from Indian Folk Lore 5

(By K: Venkata Rao, B. A., L. T.)
Epic Tales for the young

Part I 4
Do Part 1 5
ELEMENTARY SCIENCE

First Primer edited by B. H. Mully,
0-—4—0

OO o DL

fm =]

(By T. Doraiswamy Pillai. B, A, L. T.)

—

Nk wN

In accordance with the revised
S. 8. I.. C. syllabus
A First Book of Ele. Science

Physics & Chemistry Re.1 4
Animal Life 5
Plant Life 6
Physics in Every-day Life 10
Physiology, Hygiene and
First Aid 10

TAMIL FOR DETAILED STUDY
(T. V. Chellappa Sastriar)

Vth Reader by K. Goaplachari
VIth Reader
Vilth Do.

Tamil Infant Primer 2
Correlation Reader No. 1 3
Do IT 4

Do 111 5

Do IV 6

7

7

7

SO0

( 9. Fiffh Reader for Form 1

P.

T. V. CHELLAPPA SASTRY & SONS,

Printers, Publishers, Book-Sellers, Half-tone & Line Block Makers Etc .

—

As. P.
! by N. Lakshminarasimham 7 0
10. Sixth Rerder for Form 1! 70
11. Seventh Rerder for Form 111 70
TAMIL GEOGRAPHY
(B. V. Narasinga Rao, B.A . L. T)
1. Madras Presidency 70
2. Text Book of Geography
(Revised) 12 0
3 Do. 1 12 0
4 Do. It 12 0
‘ TAMIL NON-DETAILED STUDY
1. Ramadoss 6 0
2. Prahladha 70
3. Kabirdoss 6 0
4. Balavinotha Kathai 4 0
5. Balakathanithi 4 0
6. Vilvijayan 6 0
7. Vithiyum Mathiyum 4 0
8. Parimalavalli 12 0
9 Interesting Stories 4 0
10. Shivaji 10 0
ELEMENTARY SCIENGE & HYGIENE
1. Form I 12 o
2. o It 12 0
3. - I 12 0
TAMIL ARITHMETIC
1. Second Standard 30
2 Third Standard 4 0
3. Fourth S:andard 50
4. Fifth Standard 8 0
5. First Form 12 0
6. Second Form 12 0
7. Third Form 12 0
GEOGRAPHICAL MAP-DRAWING
EXERCISE ROOKS
1. V Standard 4 0
2. I Form 50
3. 1l Form 6 6
4. 1II Form 70

Other Educational Books are also available in Tamil, Telugu I&? Malayalam.

000U S o

1

8 UR NEW & RECENT PUBLICATIONS
For Secondary & Element.ry Schools. Re AP,
New Era English Selections for High Schools e 0120
Sen Tamil Selvam Book I for Form IV .. 010 0
" Book I for Form V .. 012 0
# Golden Era Tamil Readers Book 1 for Form I . 0 70
Book 11 for Form Il . 0 80
Book i1 for From 11 . 0 80
Golden Era Tamil Grammar Book I for Forms [ toIIl ... 08 2
! Sen Tamil Vachakam Book 1 g g °
. Book I
“ Book il 0 4 6
" Book 1V . 0 56
Book V 0 6 6
Golden I:Z.ra Arithmetic Book | . 050
" Book 11 0 6 0
. Book 111 0 80
" Book IV 0 90
Tamil Grammar for the Young 0 4 0
Durgavati or The Maharani of Mundel (Tamil) . 010 0
The Good Ant (Tamil & Telugu) 030
The Gold Coin , " " ((1) ; ((;
Three Short Stories " " oo
Satyanarayana . - 0o
Parandaman (Tamil) :
The Lamp of Indian History Book [ (Tamil & Telugu) ... 05 0
Book 11 " " 0 6 0
The Moé.em Health Readers Book il (Tamil) 0 4 0
" Book 111 - Q0 5 0
Tamil Moni Malai Book | 010 0
" Book 1I .. 012 0
Golden Era Tamil Grammar for Forms IV, V, VI 014 0

K. PALANIANDI PILLAI & CO.,

EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHERS,
585, Pycoft’s Road,

TRIPLICANE., MADRAS
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DANGER——wn__.

=—=—STOP

T . - - :
he warning signs of impending danger which call’: "

your immediate attention to the health of your
téeth are heedlessly Passed on untj]—} : -
comes the crash, shattering health and al] ! "
Teeth marred by stain,
ded at their necks by
signs of carlessness,

Use KES{\RI’S DENTAL CREAM daily and your
teeth will loock whiter, Gums wil] look firmer and

pinker. Your mouth will & _
1 tlngle wlth :
sweet taste. a delightful,

tartar and decay, and denu-
receding gums, are tell-tale

KESARI'S DENTAL CREAM is the best e

protector.
your teeth
cavities.

l . ame_l
t prevents acid driving wedges into

enamel, which later develop into

F Dt. Medical Ofticer, Madura:-

I have used your KE3ARI'S DENTAL CREAM and

have the greatest pleasure in certifying that the
product manufactured b

inferior to the foreign pr
In general *“makeup™.
and possesses powerful ¢l

I would strongly recomme
wish to ha.ve a fine set of

Y your firm is in no way
oducts either in quality or
The paste is excellent
eansing . properties and
nd this cream to all who
teeth.

KESARI KUTEERAM. Ecmone. tran

Branch at VELIYA
NOOR,
Sole Agents for West Coast : R. TRICHUR

MORE, MADRAS

~

comasusruss) ADKYARSHA MATHUR BABUS {usionyun

# Rs, 3PerSeEr Rs.4 PexTaa

- SAKTI QUSHADHALAYA-DACGA

Estd. 1901 Has brougit about a new :ra in the Ayurvedic world. .
BRANCHES OUTSIDE BENGAL—Delhi, Cawnpur, Aliahabad, Patna, Bagalpur,
Gays, Lucknow, Benares, Gorakphur, Bulanala, Muzafferpur, Jamshedpur,
Gouhati, Tinsukia (Assam), Madras, Rangoon, Bassien, Mandalay, &c.
3 Branches tll over India & Burmsh.
Propristors—MATHURAMOHAN, LALMOHAN, PHANINDRAMOHAN
MUKHOPADHYAYA, CHAKRAVARTY

Address all letters, money orders etc. to Managing Proprietor :—

Mathuramohan Mukhopadbyaya Chakravarty, B A,,
Hinda Chamist & Physician.
Head Office & Factory —Dacca, Bengal, Tele: ‘SAKTI’, Dacca.
Calcutta Head Office—52/1. Beadon Street.
For Mritasanjibani Spra (duly licensed by the Government) sead
orders to our Gaya Branch—Kachari Road, Gaya.
Treatise on Ayurvedic treatment and Catalogue distribated free on applicaticn.

NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED,

Head Office :—National Insurance Building,
7, Council House Street, CALCUTTA

1933 RE3ULT3
New business Comp'eted exceeds Rs. 1,67,00,000.
The Company with a steady progress all round.
All forms of life sssurance policies issued at low, safe rates of premium.

SPECIALITIES

Fem~ale Lives

Joint Lives

Permanent Protection Policies

‘Triple Benefit Policies

Marriage & Future Provision Policies

For agencics pleasc apfly to:—

Tte 3ranch Secretary, R. G. Das & Co.,
National Insuranc? Buildinz, or Managers.
332. Chiza Bozar Posd, Esp'anade, MADRAS .
Cansult

? National Fire & General Insurance Co., Lid.,

Head Oftice: ~ National Insurance Building,
¥, Council House Street, CALCUTTA
FOR FIRE, MOTO < & ACCIDENT POLICIES
A SOUND COMPANY

Please apply for particulars to:—

( The Branch Secretar;. R. G. DAS & CO,

or Muanagers
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