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NOTE BY THE EDITOR ~

THIS number of THE DISCIPLE ought to have been out
in April. For our late Outer Head had planned that it
should appear more or less regularly at the beginning
of each quarter of the year—that is in the months of
January, April, July and October. But owing to his
passing away unexpectedly at Perth on the 1st of March
last, and his successor, the present QOuter Head, being
far away from India and busily engaged in ]eci;urmg
and travelling, there has been inevitable delay.

, All articles in this number may be read to
Shravakas and Candidates.
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. T FROM THE OH.

WHEN our late O. H., Brother Anue Fosand, npiasniod
her colleague, our late Ox H., Brother . W, Lasdisster,
as her successor, she stated thai ¢ phoull suaosed alm
He cordially endorsed ‘her wish. e ams passed over
t: work in the Invisible sponer thean 1 e Urnder
the mandates of our two Leaders, I take wp e heavy
burden of work as the Outer Head of the Keetwric Sehoul
of Theosopby. How heavy is the burden ia known only
to these two, and fo our two Masters, the Inper Head,
the Master M., and m§ own Master, the Muaster K H

As the O-H. 1 dail upon all members of the School
to dedicate every ounce bf ‘the foree b0 liftiic soeater
heights still the Theomophiosl siety...*4rough which
the Grest Hierarchy is workipg to produce the changes
in proparatin for 8 Waorld Civilisation, The stronger
the Society is, she more rapidly Their schemes can be
realized.
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As all members are aware, we have been entrusted
with the development of other types of work also. These

are: for Education; for the purification and spirituali-,

zation of religion, as in the work of the Bharata Safnaj
in Hinduism, and the Liberal Catholic Church in
Christianity ; the development of Co-Masonry ; social
reform in India; and guiding the National Movement
in India towards a closer union between India and
Britain. But the strength of these movements, and
particularly their right direction, is inseparable from the
growth of the Society.

I would ask the members not to emphasise over
much the bond which exists between the Masters and
the Society. That is a most vital, and a most inspiring,
fact for us of the Esoteric School. But They do not
desire that They should be imposed upon the Society
as a whole by us. While the School is the heart of
the Society, those members of the Society who do not
believe in Them are also needed for the work of the
Society.

C. JINARAJADASA, O. H.

VAISAKH AND ASHAD

THE times of the two full moons this year—1934—are
as follows:
Vaisakh: 28th May, 9.41 pm.
- 'Ashak 26th July, 0.9 p.m. .
The times~given are Greenwich time. Countries
riot having Greenwich time must add or subtract the
period of time necessary to rectify to local time.
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LETTER FROM THE OH. TO THE
CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES

.IOur Outer Head has sent the _following letter to the
Corresponding Secretaries on his assumption of the office.}

>

.

STAMFORD HOUSE,
WIMBLEDON COMMON,
London, S.W. 1.
March 8th, 1934.

MY DEAR BROTHERS,

You have had the news of the passing away in
Australia of our Brother C. W. Leadbeater, our Outer
Head. As you know, he intimated to you in his letter
of October 5th, 1933, that he did not expect to be
o very long with us. You will recall that I informed
you on May 8th, 1933, that our late O.H., Brother
Annie Besant, desired me to succeed him.

In taking up the responsibility which has thus
been laid upon me, I feel very much how small a
role I can play as the Head of the School, compared
to our late two Outer Heads. But I know you will
help. It is now a matter of all of us becoming conscious
of a joint responsibility to carry to greater heights of
achievement the Theosophical Movement. Happily for
us, Those who initiated the various activities .of. the
Movement are with us still, and .will give us Their
guidance and benediction. .

Will you kindly send to the members of the School
in your Division the communications for them which:

I enclose ?
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Our late O.H. before passing, reorganised the
School. 1 heartjly endorse his plan. There will, there-
fore, be no changes at the moment from the general
scheme which he communicated to you last December.

1 have appointed Brother N. Sri Ram, my- personal
secretary at Adyar, for all correspondence ‘concerning
the School when I am not there.

I leave in two days for Portugal and Spain, and
shall be present at the Barcelona Congress. Immediately
after it, I sail for Brazil and Central America. I hope
to go through London next October, on the way to Adyar.

During my travels, letters to my London address
will be forwarded to me.

With cordial good wishes,
Yours sincerely,

£ fimanajadain

FROM OUR LATE OH.

{The following comes from Australia and consists of notes,
unrevised by our late O.H. of an address to Esoteric mem-
bers given by him at Adyar, of some notes he made on the
s.8. Mooltan on his way to Perth, and of remarks dictated to the
Rev. Harold Morton at Perth and taken down by the latter.

- Although the article is thus of a composite character, members of
the School will no doubt be very glad to read therein some of
the thoughts of their late Outer Head on the work of the Esoteric
School which occupied his mind so much during the closing days
of his physical life.] -

MADAME BLAVATSKY once wrote in the fly-leaf of a
' presentation volume: “To Annie Besant, the one and
the only one.” There was only one Dr. Besant. When
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Somebody made that, He broke the mould ; and there
are no more like her nor likely to be. Undoubtedly some
day we may all reach the level where Dr. Besant stands
now} but it will be many incarnations before most of us
attain that height. In the meantime we have to carry
on without her physical plane leadership, yet all of us
put together make a poor substitute for our late Quter
Head.

However, remember always that though the Outer
Head of the Esoteric School may change, the Inner
Head does not. He remains the same; His work is
going on. It is for us to carry on the lower end of His
work so as to satisfy Him. It is difficult; it is always
difficult to keep things working in their original way.
Mechanically it is postulated that if you set a force
moeving in a vacuum, it will go on for ever. It has
never been proved, for the scientists have never been
able to create a perfect vacuum ; but in every experiment
there is a gradual slowing down, and this is so in all
human affairs, in the Theosophical Society, and even in
the Esoteric School.

There are two sets of duties which devolve upon us
now. First we must make Adyar the flaming Centre
which Dr. Besant so urgently desired, which indeed the
Masters themselves ordered it to be. Then we must
stimulate the rest of the world. There is an unfortunate
tendency always to slacken a little. We must have
enough enthusiasm to carry on without ceasing, and we
must give the new impulse that makes this enthusiasm
a growing power in the School. : 1

The Theosophical situation to-day is a puzzle to many
people who should really have more understanding.
Krishnaji propounds a doctrine of great importance to
the world, but his teaching must not be taken as a
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substitute for the teachings already revealed by our late
Outer Head. Every teacher presents certain facets of
truth. Because Krishnaji offers one view, it must not
be assumed that it cancels out everything thatfhas
preceded it. The facts of the Ancient Wisdom are
eternally true, and the emphasis on one aspect cannot
negate the rest. '

Of course Krishnaji is giving a different message.
It was not to be expected that he would say what we
have said, but on the contrary we expected something
new. Instead of taking the line of Occultism only,
which I think he might have done without difficulty,
Krishnaji has taken another obvious line that we did
not expect.

In religious life there are the two great lines of
Bhakti and ceremony or Occultism. A great impetus
was given to the Occult line by the effort which our
Outer Head made in 1902 by reorganizing Co-Masonry,
and later by the establishment of the Liberal Catholic
Church. The words used by the World-Teacher Him-
self in this connection should be remembered and studied,
s0 as to grasp the importance and place of these move-
ments in the Theosophical scheme. For many years the
Theosophical Society had been teaching the principles
of the Ancient Wisdom to the West. India did not
need these teachings in quite the same way ; for, broadly
speaking, the Indian system is that of Occultism, though
a great deal of re-organization was needed here. In the
VV)est, the two new ceremonial lines gave a needed
impulse to the Occult side of religion.

» It must be remembered that each line of work has
its especial difficulties. By the ceremonial systems it
was intended, and to some extent has been carried out,
that people by the thousand and even by the million

1934} FROM OUR LATE OH. T 43

should work together. This can be seen in the great
Christian congregations and in the vast pilgrimages of
Hinduism. In many ways this system produces most
beadtiful effects, but the danger on this pathway is
that they have relied too much upon one another or
upon the erganization, and not sufficiently upon them.
selves.

Now it is considered necessary that the other, the
path of individual devotion, should be emphasized. The
Masters are strengthening the idea of individual devotion,
and that is precisely what Krishnaji is doing. He says
that every man must stand for himself and by himself.
His idea is not at all to emphasize the value of a large
number of people working ‘together, but to strengthen
the individual to work alone. '

The religious man of this line is to be a “ private
yogi man”. Above all things he must stand on his
own feet and be his own support. On this pathway
the man must work as an individual and not as a unit
of a group.

It must be clear that there is no intention on the
part of the Great Brotherhood to abolish the methods of
Occultism. It is merely an emphasis on this other line
of individual responsibility. Most emphatically it .was
never intended that people should quarrel and set them-
selves against each other, but on the contrary each
should learn to stand alone.  Belief should be the
outcome of reasoning a thing for oneself. Every man
must reason things out; it is why he has been encour-
aged to develop the lower manas. In the past we have
been concerned with the development of the emotions,
Man has been learning to develop emotional power," -
love, and devotion, but now reason must be added to
emotion.
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Eor most of us in the Esoteric School, this Theo-
sophical line of thought is not new, but we are being
tested now by having to do this work in a new way, and
we are being tested in several directions at once. Cifefly
the test may be presented thus: Can we, members of
the Band of Servers, keep the brotherly feeking, and be
just as kindly, tolerant, and full of allowance in every
way: when, instead of being brothers and sisters and
cousins, we simply come together through intellectual
eonvictions? Coming from many different nations, we
have forgotten the intimate family bonds which held us
together in other lives; and our duty to grow into the
spirit of our nation further accentuates the difficulty.

From the QOccult standpoint, it is a clear duty for

ceach man and woman to grow into the spirit of his
nation. It is the fashion to-day to decry patriotism and
to say we need an international spirit. Certainly we
need to develop internationalism, but we must first learn
the duty of patriotism. We are not born here or there
by chance. We are born into a particular country to
learn certain definite lessons which we need. If, instead
of learning these, we turn our backs on patriotism and
go in search of an internationalism for which we may
not be ready, we lose the lesson that was intended for us.
Truly we must become international ; but we can attain
it only through first of all learning to be part of our own
nation and doing our work for it.

There is a wrong use of patriotism when the man
cgmes to think of his own country as the only worth-

ile place, when he sneers at or despises the people of
/Gther countries, The widest tolerance is necessary. We
~have an unfortunate habit of picking out all the things
with which we disagree, and fixing on these. There are
many tourists who spend their whole time abroad in
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grumbling because they do not find things exactly as
they are at home. The home conditions are adapted to
.suit us, but we cannot expect to find this so in every part
of Yhe world. The world would be a dull place indeed if
it wereso. Variety is undoubtedly the spice of life, and
we learn Dy association with those who think differently,
not by staying always in the same place. We need not
adopt foreign customs, but we must learn to tolerate
them. We may think as highly of our own country and
customs as we like, but we must have tolerance for all.

Not only is there this urgent need for fine tolerance
in national affairs; the same is necessary in religion.
Religion is so often a fertile source of unbrotherly
feeling. We study comparative religion in order that
we may have no intolerant prejudices. Even if we are
unable to study other religions in all their detail, we
should know at least enough to see that they all tend in
the same direction. Instead of trying to convert people
from one religion to another, we can do more profitable
work by trying to make this irreligious world into a
religious world. This is a problem worthy of our powers,
but all attempts to convert another are thoroughly
illogical. »
An extremely important point to remember is that
the critical attitude of which we are so proud can have
no part in true religious tolerance. The lower manas
is the latest faculty we have learned to develop.
Humanity is proud of it, wants fo use it on every. occa-
sion and thinks it will settle everything. It used to be a
sad thing about so many of our scientists that they
were completely enmeshed in the toils of the lowdr
manas; but it is a hopeful sign to see great men likeé ..
Professor Einstein and Sir James Jeans going beyond
this to intuition. They are learning that there are higher

’
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faculties than the lower mind. It takes a long time for
us to learn these lessons. Humanity as a whole is still
playing with the lower mind like a child with a new toy.
This is why most people are still so very critical.

Our Masters, who have progressed a geod deal
farther than we, say: “ Our criticism (it meana-to ‘ judge’
in Greek) pounces upon a pearl as eagerly as yours upon
a flaw” The sooner we come out of that critical
ati.:itude, and learn the synthetic process of looking for
things in which we agree, the better. It is pitiable and
ridiculous how very small the differences really are.
People are quarrelling and fighting to the death over all
sorts of small matters. One must transcend the limita-
tions of Manas and come to the more glorious possibili-
ties of Buddhi,

Therefore we bring together into our Headquarters

people who may be of many different religions. That
1s good, for they must learn to harmonize all faiths
and spread the idea of brotherhood to those who do
not yet know it. It is our duty, as though it were a
Fourth Object of our Theosophical Society, to spread
the knowledge of these great truths where they are
not known, Be firm in your own faith, but remember
that until you carry out your belief in action, you
-are not really believing at all. Our lives must demon-
strate what we believe, and then we must proceed
to introduce these ideas to others. Our business is
to keep the rules of the School fully, to show forth
in life what we really believe,

There can be no doubt that a certain slackness
fgﬁlowed the suspension of the School. There are always
«@ome who take advantage of any yelaxation of rules.
It is sad, but we must face the facts, QOthers, however,
old and trusted members, are also showing some change.
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They still do their duty but lack some of the old
enthusiasm, the old fire. It is only a slight change in
many cases but unmistakable. Why should this be?
They feel a slight disappointment (perhaps even this
word iswtoo strong); they have been working loyally
for 20 or* 30 years and obtained no visible result, have
developed no psychic powers. They say they perceive
no change. This is inaccurate, for others perceive great
changes in them, though they cannot feel it themselves,
They see men who have adopted Hatha Yoga methods,
and can show results. “ What?” we ask, “Did you
take up this work for the sake of fruits? Is it not
enough for you that you have had the opportunity of
doing all this work, of serving the Masters? Besides,
are you sure that occult powers would be good for you,
that they would be rightly used? Some may be ready
for them, some not; it is for the Master to say when.
He has no desire but to advance evolution. As soon
as He sees best, He will give you the necessary instruc-
tion.  If you desire nothing, you will receive all. Do
not forget the warning of the Scriptures. However good
and earnest you may be, you may not be just the
person to whom psychic powers would do good. Recol-
lect we have voluntarily chosen the harder path. It
is more glorious than any other, but it is still the
harder. You had better leave times and seasons to
the Master, for His wisdom is greater than yours.”

The Esoteric student must remember that the
development of character is far more important -than
astral vision. Remember what Swami T. Subba Row
wrote upon this subject. And quite recently our Inner
Head gave very similar advice though in different Wordé}w
when he spoke of the “saintly life” which must be
our ideal,
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Brothers of this Esoteric School, never forget the
great -object at the back of our movement. All the
time we must strive to keep the flag flying, the flag .
that our late Outer Head gave us. Let us try to
live up to these ideals and manifest the gratitude we
feel towards our Founder and our late Outer Head
who so nobly carried on that Founder's work,

A tm———

FORWARD ! WITH MR. JINARAJADASA

THE point on which I desire to lay stress is both
the opportunity which lies before members of the
Esoteric School in the change of Outer Head, and
the importance of their seizing such opportunity to
its fullest extent.

It goes without saying that we most deeply deplore
the removal from the physical plane of two OQuter
Heads in rapid succession, It is most sincerely to be
hoped that members of our School have learned how
to profit from the headship of Dr. Besant, and were
beginning to profit from the headship of Bishop
Leadbeater—though he held office for too short a
time to enable us to benefit to the full from his own
particular line of guidance.

We now are privileged to work under Mr. Jina-
rhjadasa, whose line must needs be different from
those of his two great predecessors, We must from
one point of view expect a certain change of fempo,
of quality, though no modification, of course, in the
sssential principles on which the School is based. The
- Inner Head is, for the present at all events and =0
far as we can see, unchanging; and in His hands

C. JINARAJADASA
Present O, H.
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BE, and only incidentally to DO. I have the impression
that he felt there was not enough of Being in the Doing
of the average individual, even though often there may
not be enough of Doing in the Being of many. c

Mr. Jinarajadasa will be expected by thi Innes
Head to bring his own personal genius to bear upon the
work entrusted to him, to maintain the eternal land-
marks, but to place at the disposal of every member of
the School his own special and indeed remarkable gifts.
One line of approach will certainly be stressed, as it is a
line upon which the Theosophical Society as a whole will
enter in this its new age. So far there has not been time
for the development of the artistic spirit in our Theo-
sophical movement. Other aspects of its life have
needed preliminary stress. But now there is occasion,
and most urgent need, for the expression of Theosophy
as Art, as Music, as Sculpture, as Dancing, as Grace, as
Refinement, as Delicacy. And while there can be no
diminution in those aspects which we may call Power
and Wisdom, there must come the insistence on the
aspect of Beauty, or our growth will be lop-sided.

I think we may find our new Outer Head offering
us much help in this special direction, and we shall all
do well to take the very greatest advantage of such help
as he may give, for while Power is a necessary qualifica-
tion for Discipleship, and Wisdom no less, the
qualification of Beauty—of character, of mode of
living—has, perhaps, even greater importance. When
asked once as to the qualifications for Discipleship, a
Master replied that first of all the aspirant must be a
“ gentleman "—in the noblest sense of the word.

That the Esoteric School is now entering upon a new
phase of its great way is, of course, obvious; and it will
be a way amplificatory of those phases which have
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hitherto been stressed. We of the rank and file must
assimilate the new phase—“new” only in the sense of
being another facet of the one diamond. We must not
dbmmit the foolishness of longing for the “good old
thmes "er .of imagining that the Esoteric School was only
a real Esoteric School while under the guidance of
Dr. Besant. I have actually heard an individual say that
after having belonged to the real School, she could not
possibly belong to any watered down edition of it, not a
real School at all, And I have also heard people declare
that while they could happily offer their allegiance to
Dr. Besant as Outer Head, they certainly could not offer
a similar allegiance to any successor.

I consider these attitudes display an extraordinary
lack of realization of the fact that any Outer Head can only
be a shadow of the Inner Head. QOuter Heads may come
and go, the Inner Head goes on for ever. We belong to a
School over which the Inner Head reigns. Our allegiance
is to Him, and we are surely conscious of His own very
vivid guidance. True, we offer co-operation to the Outer
Head for the time being. Where would be the solidarity
of the School if we did not? But at any time we are at
liberty to withdraw our co-operation. Our freedom is
entirely unrestricted. Only, while we remain members
of the School we must co-operate with its Heads. For
my own part, I know that in offering to Mr. Jinarajadasa

my most heart-felt co-operation I am but offering to -

myself an opportunity to grow. I am not conferring a
favour upon our Outer Head. I am conferring a favour
upon myself. The time may come when co-operation
might prove difficult op-even _impossible. I shall then
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inability to co-operate, will say to one another “au
revoir,” but not “ goodbye”. But it is stupid to imagine
entirely hypothetical events. As at present advised, my
co-operation with our new Outer Head will be as heart-
felt as such co-operation as I have been able-t give +)
his predecessors. He is appointed by the Inner Head,
Who has the very best reasons for His appointment ;
and even if 1 had not, as I have, confidence in Mr. Jina-
rajadasa, 1 certainly have confidence in the selection of
the Inner Head.

Let us go forward, therefore, to perceive clearly our
opportunity, and to seize it with hand, heart and mind.
I foresee a splendid new birth for our School and for
our Society—made possible of course by the wonderful
work by our great leaders. Under their constant
guidance, under the direction of our Elders, and
with the contribution by us of a spirit of whole-
hearted and intelligent devotion, the Theosophical Move-
ment will rise to great heights, and so make ready for
the way it shall tread when we in our turn shall leave
the physical plane awhile. In entering upon the present
new way, we are but preparing for another way to
come, a way which should be still greater than the one
on the threshold of which we stand. If we can rise to
the measure of the greatness of the way now before us,
a still greater way will open before those who shall
come after us. We need not for a moment fear a
gradual wakening of our work, or that we have already
touched heights which never again may we hope to
reach. The Esoteric School, the Theosophical Society,
belong to the Masters of the Wisdom, and it is Their
strength, not our own, upon which the progress of these
Movements is built. Doubtless we can hinder. Doubt-
less we can tend to weaken rather than to strengthen.
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But we small creatures come and go. They remain,
And as we hinder or weaken so shall we find ourselves
removed from the life, even though we may retain the
form. The Society and the School are of far greater
imporidnce to Them than ourselves. They give us the
privilege of participating in Their work. But if we
hinder it, it is we who will suffer, not, in the long run
at all events, the work. The world cannot wait upon
our idiosyncrasies. May we all continue to prove worthy
of helping in the new dispensation we are now entering,
and be, as each one of our great leaders has been,
FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH |

G. S. A.

THE SENSE OF A HIGHER PRESENCE
BY DR. ANNIE BESANT*

MOST of the elder of you must have been conscious from .
time to time during meditation, that the atmosphere
round -you had changed, that there was something more
than the mere quieting down of the astral and mental
bodies, a subtle change of atmosphere-indicating a
Presence other than your own. Almost all of the older
members of the School will have had that experience.
Now, when that change occurs, you should observe it
carefully. - Stop, as it were, for & moment, in an attitude
of attention, as .though you were listening to some
delicate sound. You must stop:all other thought, and
the mind must be alert and expectant, HKix yourself on
that sense of a Presence, at the same time increasing:the

" *Reprinted from the raeo}t of an addrass given by her about twenty-
three years ago, = ‘ o | ‘
3
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accompanying feeling of devotion as much as pessible.
As you do that from time to time the sense of the
Presence will grow stronger.  But I must warn you that
you may drive the sense of that Presence away unless
you concentrate simply on that, and the feeling pf devo-
tion behind it. The interference of the attitude of
intellectual criticism will stop the action of the higher
faculty which is beginning to assert itself. You are not
sensing that Presence with your intellect. It is affecting
rather your astral body in its purer and higher parts, a
slight vibration on the buddhic plane being reflected
again on to the astral. You will remember how the
causal and mental bodies are related, and how the
buddhic plane reflects itself in the astral. Hence you
should not, at this particular moment, permit any
interfering vibrations in the mental plane, which tend to
blur the vibrations coming from the buddhic and acting
on the astral plane. If, then, you keep the mind alert
and watchful, the sense of that Presence will increase,
Afterwards, when the Presence has departed, you should
try intellectually to recall it, and to note especially
anything which distinguishes this experience from other
experiences you have had. That is where the action of
the intellectual powers comes in, to look back and
analyze. You learn thus to observe, in order that you
may be able to distinguish the presence of one Master
from another. .

To many of you the feeling of that Presence may
come accompanied by the sense of smell. The presence
of the Masters brings with it a characteristic fragrance ;
with the Master Jupiter there is the scent of incense ;
with the Master Morya the scent of sandal-wood ; with
the Master Saturn, that of lemon-verbena ; with the
Master K. H. attar of roses; with the Master Hilarion,
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a peculiar fragrance like new-mown hay; vgﬁthel‘l{slzg
a fragrance resembling stephanotm.‘ Now1 h ;:r s one
way in which you may a.ig \;er}r ?;Siie;izt; {he ?e:’ nsing
of this fragrance, and that is :
:iilgt'uilsbablfr trace of the ty%i;cal ‘f;?gorsnﬁg 1;1 czl;‘el ;:otr):
ere meditation is done. m
:g'long. In the case of thefsat,;xl;c'lal-v;ogdi gotggt:aa;:eo?;);:
inute portion o is, and
211;; ?)fn;oses apzmall bottle of t.his in some partfofhih:
room. The same with stephanotis. ' It was one c; . if
things, by the way, which gave rise to acgusa 1021‘;3 of
fraud on the part of Madame Blavatsky. ; ome Sb]iI;)
person thought some perfume shfa purchas«fa rzsen; he%
the fragrance of the Master pointed to .ratgh‘ on e
part. The explanation of what hgppens is li e
seent which is to be used is present in the ‘rclmrr;, i would
not normally be giving off any perceptible ra,f1 sica,i
You want to notice,lﬁrtst1 fof ill,a:geilgeihaéx;y ;)n ;r fcal
i tible. - not, :
gs:rfg;n ?nbl: fhea.r: e11')oom in the astral or higher boc'hes z;lnc:
wants to make your physi;:lal ser;ses]; x}:t‘mz ::i t’zh;r;i yt fzr
ice in the astral, 1t1s |
{011; ‘Zguslgt 11110; 2§t1§:heric current whiqh will vol?.tlhse
s;me of the fragrant substance w}xich is preslen;c hm thi:
room, and so cause you to sense 1t.. The f)ng mgce
to be sure that you do not notlce. this fragran 1
when first you come into the room in §our Iéo;mje
physicaI' condition., That is why I say: ;) no :in
any trace of the fragrance present. But e}rle, ai : i
in experiences of this kind, you must not let 21 e cri ku:
faculty keep stepping in., apd be constantly aski g
yourself whether it is imagination or f?,ncy. o
That, then, is one way to recognize the preg?lce
a Master; but it is far better to rely for recognition on
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the 1mprfassion made by him on the higher body directly,
S0 tha'tv it comes to you in the form of an intuition.
Sometlrr.le.s They appear so strongly that people not at
all sensitive cannot help noticing it, especially if two
or three come at the same time, or if at the marment a
thought of the Bodhisattva is present, which is so s%.rong
tha;tIa%ny ordtinax:y pirson cannot fail to notice it.
you try in the way I have indicat i

your.self with the difference between the 3&2?0:;105 ?&szelg
}t will help you when one of the Masters may be preseni’;
in any new body He may have taken. You would
recognize Him by His aura, gaining a sure method of
recognltlon out of your meditation. Out of this issues
a ‘hlgher sensitiveness, and, if it brings you in touch
W%th a particular Teacher, this will enable you to know
Him across the appearance which He presents. And

- that means much in connection with the astral plane.

1t is quite possible on that plane for the
Master to .be simulated. This happeneda(fr?ce: ;:nniz sz
;idg;lsrtz whm}:;( was indistinguishable from that of. my
deceivz was kept on .the astral plane in order to try to
e me. Something about it made me question
whether His appearance was being simulated, and I
gonsequently looked more closely, and discove’red that
it was .not my Master, but one of the darker forces who
was ar.u.mating that form. For that reason the inner
recogn}t%on is enormously more safe than the outside
recogmtmq. The senses, both astral and physical
may- be deceived, but not so the intuition. That is sc;
to speak, the normal way of recognizing a higher l;re-
sence. You knc?w Him by the feel of Him more than by
the sight of Hlm. And supposing, as many of you doy
that you come in touch with the Masters when out Of"
the body, then you will come to be familiar with the
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particular “feel” of those Masters, and then, although
in your physical body you might not recognise that
feeling, your astral and mental bodies would do so, and
send  down to the physical brain an' intense conviction
that the person with whom you were in touch wasa
Master. That knowledge out of the body can quite
easily assert itself within the body. And this is a thing
that is likely to happen to any of you who are reason-
ably earnest and devoted, because, given these two
conditions, you are bound to come in fouch with Them,
and then the feeling of devotion to Them will grow
much more strongly in the physical body.

ON GUARD!

ON the night of January 23, 1933, Brother Annie
Besant called four of us to her bedside—C. W. Lead-
beater, G. S. Arundale, Rukmini Arundale, and myself
—and gave us a most solemn warning that a strong
attack would be launched against the Society by the
Dark Powers, but that the Society would be saved
if we four held together after her passing. During
the visit of the Inner Head to Brother C. W. Lead-
beater last September, He drew attention to this
warning given through her. Only three of us now
remain. We shall hold together.

But because we do hold together; and the Society
cannot be wrecked, the attack is passing to other depart-
ments of the one Work.

Brethren, be on your guard. Many will tell you.
what is_ “the will of the Masters”. Accept no one's
statement, not even mine, because it claims to originate
from occult sources. Examine each statement, quietly,
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in meditation, in the light of your Intuition. You who
aspire, if you also work to help, have already within
you alit the lamp whose light shall guide your foot:
steps. Watch that light, and do not act on mere
belief. .

0. H.

THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH THE
SCHOOL EXISTS

IT is very necessary that each member of the School’

should gradually acquire a clear insight into the purposes
for which it exists, as those purposes are determined by
the Masters at whose bidding it was started, and who
stand behind it as its guiding and directing force to the
extent to which such guidance and direction is necessary
and possible. Looking at these purposes, we may see
that the School is intended, first of all, to act as the
necessary leaven for the vitalization of the Theosophical
Society, enabling it as far as possible to attain the
standard set for its corporate existence and activities.
Membership of the outer Society being open to all
without exception, provided only the would-be member
accepts Brotherhood without limitation or choice, open
even to those who may misinterpret Brotherhood and
misapply it in practice, the only safety for the Society
lies in its preserving within its body the special quality
and magnetism that would at any time exclude, and if
necessary throw out, the undesirable elements. Looked
at from this point of view, such shakings as have taken
place in the past from time to time, through some
passing but acute trouble, are not only not to be deplored
but even necessary and desirable.
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While the inner nucleus performs this function for
the Society, it is at the same time a School in which
gvery aspirant, who has set his face towards the true
goa1'~of life, is taught to guide his footsteps and learn
the art of living a true spiritual life, whatever the stage
of his advancement as an Ego. Its help is not only for
those who are near reaching a direct relationship with
the Master, or having reached it are treading the earlier
stages of the Path of Holiness, but for every single
pilgrim whose good Karma has drawn him wit!lin its
portals and offered him the opportunity of profiting by
the forces that play upon him there.

While the relationship of the School to the
individual member gives him very special opportunities
for growth and knowledge, the members collectively
are expected in the different grades in which the
membership is arranged to act not only as a general
nucleus for life-giving forces as stated, but as a
definite instrument through which the Hierarchy can
act upon the Society first but upon the outer world
also. This instrument must not be regarded as a soul-
less mechanism cast once for all in a particular
mould or composed of parts of unchangeable pattern,
but as an instrument the mechanism of which can
and ought to change with the adaptability of
thought according to the nature of the forces to be
used and the intended effects of their action. Such
an instrument, if it be of a reliable and efficient
character, can be used for a variety of purposes,
of which the parts that compose it, the individual
members, may be entirely unconscious. The whole
idea of a group of persons being thus used as an
instrument of forces will not seem strange if we
realize that everything in the external world has its
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roots or counterparts in the - inner invisible realms,
where such matter as there is seems but a variant
of force. Especially at a time like this, when the
world is- at a crisis or turning point of its evolution,
members of the School can, individually and collec-
tively, form an invaluable means of achieving results
which even our Masters cannot readily produce without
them. :

These different aspects of the work of the School
must - not be regarded as altogether apart and remote
from one another but as inter-related. If the School as
a whole and its individual members do well in one
respect, they will tend to do well in other respects also.
The School as a whole cannot do its best unless each in-
dividual member realizes his responsibility and does
his best for it and as a member thereof. It is true
metaphorically as well as physically that the strength
of a chain, or of any of its parts, must depend upon the
strength of each individual link composing it.

N.S. R.

Printed and Published by A. K. Sitarama Shaatr,
: Adyar, Madms, India. O
. Editor; G. S. ARUNDALE )’ s

at the Vasanta vPreu.
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