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Publishers : 9 Of Special Official
§ The B Indi interest Organ
uy Indian League, 1 to A MONTHLY JOURNAL DEVOTED TO of the
. Madras. every THE INTERESTS OF THE INDUSTRIAL Buy Indian
. Indian AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF League
Editorial Office : i :: THE COUNT RY i at
Hindusthan Buildi - —
1 hecriptio —_
: .d“‘gs’ Vol. 1. No. 6. March 1933. Annal Sutrertion K. =670
Armenian Street, R Single Copy AS. 2
8 Madras. . :
‘L TIHE INDIAN BUDGLET
Editorial Board : %IR George Schuster’s  budget months from April 1932 to.
speech was couched in czlpti- ]atlluar);_ 1933 showed only a tota&
Mr. T. R. Venkat : mistic terms ; and, in commending value o 1104 crores, as compare
enkatrama Sastri, C.L.E. the budget proposals for the}:f Vélth 1343 crores for last ye%r. Sir
Mr. coming year to the acceptance O eorge gbserved that in the case
r. Yakub Hassan, M.L.C. 8 the Assembly, he made a few of practically all the main 1tems,
observations on India’s economic the decline is accounted for by a
Editors: position which are of special fall in the quantities rather than in
interest to us. Qir George said the value of the articles.‘exported.
Mr. B. Shiva Rao that the monsoon had been fairly We notice decreases in cotton
& 9 normal for India as a whole, and exports by 6} crores; jute 1§ crores
Mr. M. Subbaraya Aiyar that so far as climatic conditions grain, pulse and flour about 2
8 were concerned, India might be crores; and seeds just over 2 Crores.
é . ’ said to have been enjoying a year The Finance Member ~further
Printers : of normal prosperity. The antici- stated that a study of the table of
Devi P ? ‘pated rise in rupee prices had, of the export figures for 1931-32 and
evl Iress, course, not materialised and prices the forecasts for 1932-33 clearly

1/17, Mount Road, towards the end of the period showed that the value of India’s
under review had shown a falling exports had declined to a terrible

Madras. tendency. The world economic extent compared with what had
position had been growing from come to be accepted as a normal
bad to worse and India had also level in the post-war period. For
an adequate share along with other example, we find that exports of
countries in the slackness of rawcotten had fallen in quantity by
export trade. India’s eXx- more than a half and
port figures for the 10 in value-by-three ~qualr;
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Progress of the HMovement

As we are going to the press, we are in-
formed that the Exhibition has been extended
till March 12. A Hindusthan
Times account says that large
numbers of people are daily coming to Ajmer
from surrounding towns to see the Exhibition.

Ajmer

*®

The Indian Mills and Agents Association,
Amritsar, has decided to hold an Al India
Amritsar Swadeshi Exhibition and Swa-
deshi Bazaar in Jallianwala
Bhagh, Amritsar, from the 10th April, to the
25th April. All kinds of mill cloth spun from
Indian yarn, hosiery goods, hand spun and
hand woven cloth, made from cotton, wool and
silk, toilet requisites, medicines, sports goods,
pottery and hardware, and artistic Indian
products will be allowed to be exhibited. The
conveners invite the attention of all those who
are interested in these articles to book stalls at
the earliest opportunity as arrangement for only
100 stalls has been made. Gold and silver
medals and certificates for the best exhibits will
be awarded.

* 35 %

The travelling van of the Buy Indian
League was sent to Arni on March 2 with
Arni Swadeshi goods for the purpose
of exhibition and returned to
headquarters on the 12th.

b

The Buy Indian League consisting of ele-
ven popular members was started on 15th April
Attangudi 1932 and was affiliated to the
Head Office at Madras. The
All-India Swadeshi Day was celebrated grandly
on 29th May 1932. Taking advantage of the
crowd gathered during the testivals at Muthu-
pattanam, Kunnakkudi, Vairavanpatti, Pallat-
toor and Kandanoor, many public meetings were
held last year. Besides, monthly meetings were
conducted here. Several members were recruit-
ed to the League. Pamphlets in
thousands were distributed to the

MaDRAS, 12TH MARCH 1933,

public.  Khaddar and Swadeshi i
worth about Rs. 2,500 were sold durinzrtg}ezs-
pavali. One of the committee members Mr
Rm:‘ A. C. Arunachalam Chettiar Opene(i
the ** Arunagiri Swadeshi Stores '’ last year,

b s %

An Associated Press tele

gram of Feb
12 says :—Mr. B. Shiva Rao opened thz rélv%?-’

Bagalkot deshi Exhibition to-day. He said
that the Swadeshi movement
had_made most remarkable progress during 1932
but it would be dangerous to allow any sens
of satisfaction to relax their efforts, He askeg
the audxlence to undertake organisation on g
systematic basis. Exhibitions were exceller;t
in their own way but he would make the sug-
gestlonlthat at these Exhibitions not only things
made in India but gaps in articles of daily
necessity should be represented, so that, it might
bg brougk}t.home to the people that their indus-
trial position was sad and humiliating. He
referred to sugar, paper, glass, vegetable oils
dye-stuffs, provisions and even fresh fruit an('l
vegetables and asked, if in these, out of several

other items, India could not m i
) ake a d
effort to be self-sufficient, ctermined

&
b3

* *

The Syndicate of th i i
: e Calcutta Universit
has appointed a committee to consider th)(:,

Calcutta Eos§ibilltity 1of establishing an

. 8ricuitural college which might
serve 1the double purpose of improving the
agriculture of the province and, at the same

time, help in solving the
problem of -
ment among the Bhadralog class. unemploy

The Swadeshi Com i '

Ch mercial Museum is
organising a Swadeshi Exhihibition a.ndu Mel‘ﬂ
under the name of “Basanta Utsap" at Bha-
vanipur. Dr. B, C, Roy,

i Mayor of Calcutta will
open the Exhibition. The date will be anounced
shortly.

Balelen

At a meeting of the Municipal Council held

on Feb. 9, the request of the Hony Joint Sec-

Calicut retary of the Malabar Buy Ind-

alictt ian League for permission to

put up boards containing Swadeshi slogans at

the Municipal Bus stand, Prince of Wales chat-
ram, Municipal lamp posts etc was granted.,

% * *

A Free Press report says that it has been
decided to hold an Industrial, Agricultural and
Comilla Health Exhibition at Comilla
from the 2nd of April 1933,

Arrangements are being made for exhibiting all
Swadeshi industrial products and for the demon-
stration of scientific methods of cultivation.
Cloths of different varieties, hosiery, woollen
goods both hand-spun and Swadeshi-mill-made,
khaddar of superior quality etc. will be on

show.

* e *

The Secretary, The Buy Indian League,
Madras writes :—The generosity of the Pachai-
yappa's trustees enables us to
hold an Exhibition at Conjee-
varam this year at the time of the Garudotsa-
vam festival which falls on 6th June.

Conjeevaram

The following resolutions were passed at

the Provincial Swadeshi Conference held in the

Delhi Exhibition grounds, when the

el Delhi Exhibition had nearly
come to a close :—

It is the considered opinion of the Confer-
ence that unemployment, trade depression and
the general poverty of the country is mainly
due to the dependence of India on foreign
countries for the supply of necessary articles of
consumption and neglect of Indian enterprise.
This Conference, therefore, calls upon Indians
1o make an organized effort to promote Indian
industry with a view to make the country self-
reliant and to provide work and wages for the
unemployed ; and thus enrich the economic
resources of the people.

This Conference draws the pointed atten-
tion of the people to the use of Indian-made
cloth, especially khadi and such other Indian-
made articles as are available, and assures them
that every pie spent on foreign-made articles in
preference to Indian-made goods means a blow
to the poor. (Moved by the Chair.)

T By Sndian
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This Conference urges upon the Govern-
ment to take necessary steps to confine all pur-
chases to Indian-made goods.

This Conference calls upon the members of
the municipalities and the district boards of the
Province in particular and the people in general,
to persuade municipalities and district boards
to support the Swadeshi movement in the fol-
lowing ways :

(a) By allowing hand-spun and hand-wo-
ven khadi into municipal limits duty free.

(b) By allowing swadeshi goods into the
municipal limits at preferential rates of duty

{(¢) By buying khadi and other Swadeshi
goods for their requirements.

Museum And Market

This Conference hereby resolves to esta-
blish a permanent Swadeshi museum and a Swa-
deshi market at Delhi for selling and exhibiting
the indigenous products of the Province, parti-
cularly and other Indian products in general.

This conference is of opinion that the Ot-
tawa Pact is against the best interests of the
country in as much as it gives preference to
British goods at the cost of infant Indian indus-
tries and, therefore, condemns it in the strongest
possible words.

The following office-bearers were then
elected.

President—Mr. Desh Bandhu.

Vice-President—Mr. Jyoti Prasad, Advo-
cate, Meerut, and Shrimati Memo Bai.

General Secretary—Mr. Jugal Kishore
Khanna, Pleader, Delhi.

Secretary—Mr, G. S. Jaiman, M. A,, LL. B,
Treasurer—Lala Hardhyan Singh.

The All-India Industrial Exhibition was
opened by Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray on
11th March '33. He hoped that the spirit which
had prompted them to hold the Exhibition would
lead them on to larger industrial and commer-
cial Exhibitions that would increase the wealth
of the country and bring happiness and content-

ment to India’s poor millions.




Mr. Hotha Veerabadhraya, the Zamindar
and proprietor of Gangolu estate has expressed
his willingness to co-operate
with the working of a co-opera-
tive society in his area and help to start cottage
industries in his zemin villages for the benefit
of his tenants, Arrangements are being made
to organise a society at Hukumpeta with juris-
diction over villages in the vicinity.

Hukumpeta

An Exhibition of new designs was held on
Feb. 5 at the Cottage Industries Institute by the
: Commerce and Industry De-
Hyderabad partment of the State. The
articles that were on exhibition included printed
cloths, bedspreads, table-cloths, silk embroi-
dery, sarees, gold and colour work - in
Paithan sarees, basket-work, carpets, etc.

The Government Rural Development Cen-
tre at Pattancheru was declared open by Sir
Kishen Prasad Bahadur on Feb. 26. The Cen-
tre which embraces 12 villages is to do rural
uplift work by introducing industries subsidiary
to agriculture such as poultry-keeping, goat-
keeping, vegetable and fruit-growing etc.

The Government are considering certain
applications received both from Hyderabad and
outside for permission to start sugarcane indus-
tries in the State. The Agricultural Depart-
ment have completed their investigations into
the possibilities of the industry in the areas un-
der thé Niyamsagar Reservoir and Dr. Mann
has reported that the areas are favourable for
such an industry.

E'S

A correspondent writes :—Mr. Balaji Rao,

Agricultural Demonstrator, Tadpatri came here

on Feb.18 with the agricultural

Kalyandrug Exhibition Van. A number of

ryots attended the daily Exhibitions. Mr. Rao

explained to them the need for securing good
seeds, scientific manure, cattle shed etc.

* P w®

A correspondent writes under date Feb, 23
1933 :—Advantage was taken of the presence
. e of nearly a lakh of pilgrims at
Kotipalli Kotipa'li, (who had come there
for the Mahasivarathri festival) by the Secre-
tary of the Provincial Co-operative Union and
head of the Rural Reconstruction

village fol}( on various aspects © of ~rural
advange with the aid of a varied Exhibition.
The hxblbition showed several varieties of
pad.dy, silk cocoons, bee-rearing and various
agricultural products.

* *

N The Mahamagam All-India Swadeshi Ex-
hibition organised by The Buy Indian League of
Kumbakonam Mad'ras and.thg All-India Spin-
ers’ Association was opened

on Feb. 25 1933 by Mrs. Nurgis Captain before
a large and distinguished gathering. We are
1qf9rmed that large crowds are visiting the Ex-
h!b.mon. The actual number of those who have
\i131ted the exhibition is not available at the
time of going to the press. The following is
taken from a letter of a Kumbakonam corres.
pondent ‘appearing in the Hindu of March 9
1933}. . ‘ The All-India Mahamagham Swadeshi
Exhibition org:anised by the Duy Indian League
and the A. L. S. A. is daily attracting thousands
qf visitors.  This Exhihition is a clear indica-
tion of what India is capable in the field of in-
dustrial development...... " The Hindu corres-
pondent of Kumbakonam says in his report of
March 5 1933 that the total khadi sales in the

Exhibition up to the time of writing stood at
about Rs. 9,200.

. 'The All-India Mahamagam Fair and Ex-
hibition organised by Mr. Shaikh Dawood was
open‘ed by Mr. A Rangaswami Ayyangar, Edi-
tor, * The Hindu " on Feb. 15 1933,

An Exhibition will be held from 25th April

to 18th May in the building of the Sethupatti
Madura High School. The Exhibition
synchronises with the annual

Chitrai festival which attracts large gatherings

at Madura,

. At a public meeting held on March 4 1933,
1t was resolved to hold an Industrial Exhibition
Mymensingh 113 the second week of Chitra.
The Exhibition is to last for

Centre at Alamuru to educate the @ 3 three weeks.
oo M o s e B Indiaom
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About 15,000 cattle gathered at the
Show organised by the Palace Authorities on
Feb. 27 1933. In distributing
prizes to the winners, the Hu.ur
Secretary remarked that cattle-breeding was
one of the most important industries of the
State and that he was glad to find that the
number of cattle had almost doubled since last
year and that the sales were going on briskly.

Mysore

The recently published review on the Ad-
ministration of the Government Gardens and
Hill-stations says that there is a great future
for the fruit industry in the State; and that
over five thousand fruit plants consisting chiefly
of apples, oranges, and grapes were imported
from Australia and supplied to fruit growers

At a meeting held in this place on Feb. 14

under the presidency of Mr. C. H. Masterman

Nellore 1. C. S. Co]lectgr, .to concert

measures for starting a pur-

chase and sale society for paddy grown in the

district, it was resolved to start a society for
this purpose shortly.

*

Mr. R. Suryanarayana Rao, the Jt. Hony.
Secretary of the Malabar Buy Indian League
opened on March 8 the Swa-
deshi stores organised by the
Malabar Swadeshi Emporium Ltd. Messages
from Messrs B. Shiva Rao, S. Satyamurthi,
C. V. Venkataramana Ayyangar and others
were read at the function.

Ottapalam

An Associated Press Telegram says: The
Poona Industrial Exhibition was opened on Feb.
27 by Rajah Dhanrajagirji. The
Exhibition, which will be kept
open for a month contains exhibits from all
parts of India.

Poona

Mr. C. Rajagopalachariar in a message to
the Free Press says :—The production of kha-
ddar in Maharashtra has improved most remar-
kably. The beautiful varieties exhibited in the
Poona Bhandar must convince backward cen-
tres that, where there are willing and energetic
workers, a khadi depot can present the most

attractive choices to fastidious. customers. 1
must ask Tamil Nadu workers to study the Maha-
rashtra and U. P. Centres. The old fable of
 Hare and Tortoise *' has a way of coming up
in every walk of life ",

Mr. Hilton Drown, I C.S. Collector, Tan-
jore performed on Feb 8 the opening ceremony
of the soaking farm of the Coir
Works on the beach at Raja-
madam, Pattukottai Taluk, before a large ga-
thering. He said that the revival of such an
industry was a necessity for the poor agricul-
turists who were at present labouring under
peculiar disadvantages.

Tanjore

At a meeting of the District Board held on
TFeb 18 the resolution of P. T. Subbiah Pillai
that, for the requirements of the
Board, Indian goods should be
bought as far as possible was passed.

Tinnevelly

A Swadeshi Emporium was opened in this
place on Feb 5 1933.

The Secretary, The Trichinopoly Civic
and Social Progress League writes:—At the
Trichi I meeting of the committee of
richinopoly e Ieague held on 11th Feb-
ruary, it was resolved to circularise the lo-
cal bodies regarding their purchases in Swade-
shi and Swadeshi propaganda in schools.

3 ES x

An Exhibition of products of Indian manu-
facture will be held in April and May when
Uiai there will be a big fair known
namn as the * Singhast Mela”. The
Fair which takes place once in every twelve
years attracts thousands of visitors from all
parts of India. Manufacturers and their agents
will be given special facilities,. The Exhibi-
tion will open on April 25 1933 and last till
May 10 1933.

The Vizagapatam District Agricultural
Exhibition was held in the

Vizagapatam second week of February.



FACILITIES FOR A SUGAR SCHEME IN HOSPET

BY
R. NAGAN GOWDA Ph.D.

HE river Tungabadra forms the boundary
line between Kopbal Taluk (Nawab Sir
Salar Jung's Estate and Hospet Taluk in Bellary
District.) Thus, the Tungabadra Valley is
situated partly in Kopbal Taluk and partly in
Hospet Taluk.

On both sides of the river, canals have
been constructed on contour and the area lying
between the canals and the river is irrigated.
These canals were constructed by the ancient
kings of Vijayanagar and most of the land that
is commanded by these canals is under cultiva-
tion. The only exception to this is the last ten
miles of the Basavana canal which was ex-
tended recently and is expected to bring inan
additional area of about a thousand acres.

IRRIGATED AREA. FASLI 1340
Sugar Cane Paddy
Acres . loﬁg(;,r;(s)
spet Firka ... 30067 :
g:r:’;arf;devrakeri Firka 913:67 74061
Kamalapur Firka 152611 2011-56

Kambli Firka (16 miles off) e 153474 164723
Kopbal Taluk (approximately) ... 1000-00 150000
Total Acres ... 7981-29 7851°10

In cultivation, sugar cane is alternated with
paddy (rice). Usually cane comes every other
year; sometimes twice in 3 years.

In Hospet Firka, all the land is betAWeen
Hospet town and the river, the railway
station being in the southern end of the wet
land area. The Kamalapur Firka extends from
about 3 miles off Hospet. The Kamalg-
pur Tank, which is 6 miles off Hospet is
fed by Raya Canal and has about 500 acres of
wet land. Narayanadevrakeri Firka starts
from 6 miles off Hospet. Here the cane is grown
both on the banks of the tank and the canal.

Out of these three Firkas, it would be quite
easy to get 3500 acres of cane within a radius
of 5 miles from Hospet. Within 3 miles radius
of Hospet, about 2500 acres of cane are avail-
able.

Cane in Kopbal Taluk is found on the banks
of the river. The M. S. M. Meter Gauge line
connects this area with Hospet; and, conse-
quently, the cane can be easily obtained.

Kambli Firka is connected with

of the best cane-growing areas.
from here can be easily transported.

' There are roads to almost all the interior
villages of the wet land area. Some of these

roa_ds are not in good condition but they can all
be improved.

Location of Plant

The plant may be loc
close to the Railway Line.
Good Carnes

Rao Sahib T. S. Venka
Cane Expert to the Gover
(Coimbatore Cane Breeding Station), who was
here last February, was pleasantly s,urprised at
the vast area of cane we have here, He thought
this cane belonged to the Pundia variety Tiis
is one of the best canes in India and has. about
14 per cent of sucrose. This cane is not affected
by diseases in this area. The average yield
per acre is about 25 tons of cane, When an
adequate amount of fertilizers and manures is
applied, an yield of 35 to 40 tons of cane can
be obtained.
Price of Cane

Cane as such is not sold and hence its rate
has to be determined by that of jaggery. The
average price of jaggery of this year woujd put
the price of cane at about Rs. 11.

About the prospects for a factory at Hos-
pet, the Director of Industries has this to say:—

“ From the information supplied by you
the area of sugar cane available is more thar;
sufficient for the purpose of setting a
factory. You have the advantage that you can
get cane at 12% per cent less than the rate
suggested by the Tariff Board. There is also
the qdditiopal advantage that Madras canes
contain a higher percentage of sucrose than the
Northern Indian canes which the Tariff Board

had in view, in preparing their estimates. I
therefore,

The cane

ated near Hospet

taraman, Sugar
nment of India

consider that, with the protective duty

in force, a factory located at H
3 i 0S et ho ] 2
handsome dividends'". pet should pay

General
Th_e cultivators of sugar cane in this area
are anxious to co-operate in every way with those

gh}? are interested in manufacturing sugar here.
thers, the landlords and sahukars are also

willing to give their co-operation

Hospet by a good road and is one g 6’ l to such a scheme.
LL{IJ<\710 VewnN, .
e ,

THE HILL PRODUCE OF MADURA

K. C. RAMAKRISHNAN, M.A.

Economics Department, The University of Madras.

ADURA has a larger percentage of her
total area under hills than most other
districts in the Madras Presidency.

Many of the Madura hills are well-wooded,
though the destructive work of man in cutting
fuel or raising fugitive crops for food for a
while has laid bare or converted the old ex-
cellent forests into thorny sub-jungle regions.
Such wasteful exploitation has been to a large
extent arrested and a wise policy of conserva-
tion of the timber forests has been substituted.
It is not known how much of the forest area in
the Madura district (which is 14 per cent of her
total area and is just the Presidency average
too) is really bearing valuable timber or other
trees, how much yields ‘minor produce’ of a
miscellaneous character (which in the aggregate
often yields more income than ‘major produce’)
and how much is really an apology for forest.)
Fortunately, the forest wealth of the Madura
district forms the subject of another paper. In
this paper, 1 shall confine my attention to the
three most important special crops raised in the
Madura hills by the whole sale or partial clear-
ance of forests: plantains, coffee and carda-
moms.

Plantains

-

The most ubiquitous of the Madura hill
produce is the hill plantain which is now
hawked in almost all the Tamil districts as far
north as Madras city and for which the demand
scems to be ever on the increase. No other
district produces this variety, though we come
across a few costlier vaiieties of hill plantains
in oiher districts like Malabar. In fact, Madura
district has next to Malabar the largest acreage

under plantains in the Presidency.

Published figures {in the Season

and Crop Report) do not reveal to us how
much of the 15,000 acres under plantains in
Madura are on the hills and how much
on the plains. Returns from the zamindari tracts
are neither complete nor accurate; and
there are hills in such tracts growing plan.
tains. The increase of the acreage is generally
attributed to the extension of plantain cultiva-
tion on the hills.

The Sirumalai plantain has been
famous from ancient times; and even now
discriminating consumers show a distinct pre-
ference for the peculiarly .aromatic though
small-sized plantain from the Sirumalais. But
with the increase in demand, other hills,
particularly in the lower Palnis, ate cleared
for plantains which go on, in spite of little care,
bearing for 20 years at a stretch.

Some Good Varieties

Though there is a perceptible difference
among the fruit coming from different hills of
Madura—due perhaps to the difference in
climatic and soil conditions which need investi-
gation—they have all' “in common certain
qualities which have commended them so much
to the consumers in the Tamil districts.
There is a fine distinctive flavour about these
fruit, though all are not equally sweet ; there
is nothing of the ‘sourness' or ‘acid’ taste that
is felt in some of the plain plantains—parti-
cularly the ‘Puvan’ of the Cauvery valley.
More than that, the Madura hill plantain has a
buttery consistency sadly lacking in the several
varieties of the fruit on the plain, which leave
a ‘thready’ feeling on the tongue. The hill

-plantain is, besides, universally acclaimed as

the most nutritious and healthy—
-~ or, at the worst, the least un-




-

healthy—among the plantains of the country.
This is a fit subject for investigation by
research workers on dietetics.

There are certain other virtues of the hill
plantain which make it a far better commercial
proposition for producers and traders than other
plantains. It is not lightly bruised or spoiled
in transport—which, by the way, is far more
difficult on the hills where porters or pack
animals have to be employed. Besides, this
fruit keeps for a much longer time after itis
harvested and grows sweeter as the days go on
until it becomes far too ripe. This condition
is generally and easily averted by the vendors.
There are perhaps few luscious fruits in the
tropics which inflict so little loss in handling
and selling as this does, There is now no need
to wonder at the increasing popularity of this
hill plantain—which may be measured by the
increase in the consignments from the South
Indian Railway stations especially Dindigul
and Kodaikanal Road—not to speak of tracts
opened up by the new railway line. The
prospect of exporting the Madura hill plantain
abroad, as is done in the case of bananas from
West Indies, is not bright, as the distance to be
covered is far too long ; but the home demand
is on the increase,

There are certain serious problems which
the extension of plantain cultivation on the
hills gives rise to, which are not presented by
the cultivation on the plains. We find ana-
logous problems more in the West Indies where
the banana is cultivated on the hill-sides by
more or less the same methods.

Difficulties

Forest trees, some of them very valuable
and not quickly or easily replaceable, are felled ;
and all (but the stumps sometimes) are burnt;
the ashes are roughly ploughed in and the
suckers are burnt in the rich virgin soil thus
rendered available. There is little or no
tillage, no irrigation, no manuring, no rotation
of crops. After 15 or .20 years of bearing,
the groves are abandoned and the land relapses
into an impenetrable thorny waste in place of the
original forest of great beauty and beneficence.
There are other consequences more disastrous if
it is the hill slopes that are so treated; for it leads
to rapid soil erosion especially as the plaintain
has no elaborate root system binding up the soi:
the inundation of fields below after a '
heavy rainfall becomes a certainty.
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On the other hand, ¢
plantain cultivation, not o
more or less level land in
besides averting such dis

!mprovement in the methods of cultivation and
of yield. For the soil on leve] land admits of
be'ttt'ar agricultural treatment, and even vir o
soil is not necessarily of unbounded fertili:yg:;

is usua}ly assumed ; ploughing instead of hoeing
manuring and rotation may ali be practised'
Instead qf ghe land being abandoned after sucl;
a heavy initial expenditure 2

: nd trouble i
well be cultivated for ali time, th?)u:gth n:ﬁz
expenses and trouble of sych permanent and

settled cultivation are bou i

plateau than on leve] land ;m:)a:(t)ic?:laarlll}l'gher t?xn
better set of labourers from the plaix;s a.ls‘ o
fopght shy of staying on for a long time onagle
hills. The question of ridding the hill settle(3

ments of malaria is a vital
. . : problem to be so
in this connection. Ived

Coffee

Coffee plantation on the hi
offee pl : ill slopes do
not raise similar difficulties ; for the r(?ot struz?
ture of coffee has a tendency to bind the soil
and does not so li "

. ghtly allow the raj

to soil erosion, Besides, coﬂezamaf: “vtgll]ezg
carflamom, requires some shade to'maintain th
moist atmosphere in the hot seasop : and the
original fores; is not completely clear’ed of tre .
before c_oﬂ'ee is planted. Some of the old t s
are rgtamed fpr shade or new special vari:tq os
of quick-growing shade-trees like the silver ol eli
or even rubber trees are planted, - Coffee. ﬁ
the other hand, requires perfect drainage'lik?a
tea; and, therefore, hill-slopes are preferred to
leyel land Tt does not mind rocky soil, pro:
vided there are pouches of loam into whi'ch its
long tap-root may strike, :

he encourgement of
1 the hill slopes but on
the plateau above, may
asters lead to a positive

Climatic Control .

The striking contr .
: . ol exercised b ]
hic, particularly climatic con ditionsyi geograp

of coffee plantation may be i ,
case of the Madura y be illustrated in the

district as- i

Maiabar. Coffee is not grown %c:]n:lp;:re‘:lm:;::
slog)es of tbe Western Ghats where tea and
:: be}r‘ are the favourite plantation crops.. Tea
heaa;' iera:':!e; 1[l>1ant and w_ithstands the: much
e \l}x\; all and the fur}ous winds that blow
b S. + monsoon period. Coffee thrives

€r when it is sheltered from winds and gets
a moderate amount of rainfall—
80 inches or thereabouts—in an

n respect

open and bracing atmosphere as is found
on hills of 3,000 feet and above and not
in the humid atmosphere of low lands,
It, therefore, thrives on the Sirumalais
(3,000 feet above sea-level) where it was first
introduced 90 years back by Judge William
Elliott who got his seeds from Mysore, which
is far and away the most important coffee-
growing region in India. Next follow Coorg and
the Nilgiris in respect of area and yield of coffee.
Madura is the most important district in the
Madras Presidency for coffee, where itis now
grown on the lower Palnis as well as on the
Sirumalais. The coffee grown on the latter is said
to be superior to that from the Palnis, where it
was first introduced by a Frenchman M. E. de
Fondclair., But the climate of neither Siru-
malais nor the lower Palnis would seem to suit
the-European planters who made several efforts
to-settle but abandoned them gradually, so much
so, that with the exception of the Jesuit Mission
which owns a considerable acea (of nearly 1,000
acres), all the planters are Indians. The hills
are still pronounced to be malarial and our
workers seem to fight shy of settling therein.

Future Of Coffee

A few observations on the future of coffee
may not be out of place. Apart from the
unsuitability of climate to civilised man on
hills of less than 4,000 feet (higher hills seem
to be free from malaria), so terrible has been
the havoc wrought in the past by a few pests
and blights on the coffee plant, that many a
garden had to be abandoned on that score,
while it could not be replaced by tea as in
Ceylon, Tea has no doubt to encounter more
pumerous pests, but they are never so ruinous;
the few pests affecting coffee “‘make up for their
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specific paucity by their individual voracity''.

Pest control is now being seriously tackled and
planters need not be so pessimistic.

Foreign Competition

A greater danger to coffee has been the
formidable competition of the heavy supplies
from Brazil (constituting 60 to 70 per cent of
the world’s export), which in spite on all her
+ valorization ’ schemes could not keep up prices
for long, as there was no restriction of planting
or output. There has been in the 20th century
a tremendous increase in coffee production in
Central America and the Dutch
East Indies. But Indian coffee has

not had much to fear as most of it was of a
superior grade and catered to a different
market altogether, In the post-war period,
however, coffee of a fine sort has been intro-
duced in British East Africa, and the yield
in 1930 was said to be 15 times that of 1913,
and the prospect of increase is quite great. On
the other hand, Indian coffee, as in all old areas,
is said to be losing its sharpness or * bite' in
flavour, and, therefore, its popularity in high
grade markets abroad in favour of coffee from
some of the West India Islands and East Africa.
Indeed, that would seem to be, in course of
time, the fate of all countries growing coffee
(as was the case with tea in China), unless by
scientific experiments what is lost in natural
fertility is replaced by artificial manures, There
is no doubt that the best product is obtained
from virgin soil ; there is even an apprehension
that any amount of artificial fertilisers cannot
be a substitute for ‘ natural ' manures. In fact,
the decline in acidity or ‘bite’ of our coffee is
attributed to the use of chemical manures.
There is, however, some prospect of an expand-
ing market for our coffee in our own country.
20 to 25 per cent of our crop is now consumed
within India. There has been a fourfold increase
in our home consumption in the quinquennium
of 1925-30 alone—in spite of the fact that tea
is a much cheaper and a more advertised
drink. Perhaps, Southern India like the 18th
century England has more faith in

“ Coffee which makes the politician wise,

And see through all things with his half.
shut eyes'’,

Cardamom

Cardamom is the hill produce in which
Madura has the largest acreage in the Madras
Présidency; it has 4,000 acres under the crop,
while Malabar follows far behind with 1,500
acres. One might expect a larger acreage in
Madura from the fact that one side of the whole
of the Cardamom Hills forms part of. the
Madura district.  But, unfortunately, the steep
eastern slopes of these hills are not suited tp
the growth of cardamom. which requires a
higher elevation and heavier rainfall and the
plantations are, therefore, all on the western
side of the hills in the Travancore territory.
Only the produce is mostly obliged to pass
through the Madura district eastwards for

export via Tuticorin, Most of

T the planters are British Indian
@) 19}1311011&11 -
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citizens living along the Cumbum valley and
they have recently organised among them-
selves a co-operative sale society with
headquarters at Bodinayakanur and branches
at Thevaram, Kombai and Cumbam,

Cardamom has, however, been introduced
on the Sirumalais and the Palnis, the planters
being all Indians with the exception of the
Jesuit Mission which has 350 acres at St.
Mary's. Cardamom is a very valuable “peren-
nial” crop and bears well for over 30 years.
Like coffee it is grown under shade trees which
afford protection from strong wind and sun; but
it loves more moisture than coffee and is, there-
fore, little found on the eastern slopes of the
Cardamom Hills.

The post-war depression has affected the
trade in cardamom, as it has done in many
other crops, While, on the one hand, it is more
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a luxury t_han a necessity, and, therefore, suffers
from any increased output, itis, on the other
hand, used in such small proportions to other
foods that its consumption is not likely to suffer
very l?ac?ly even in times of bad trade. Carda-
mom is in demand not merely asa spice for
giving flavour to food, but as an ingredient in the

drug and confectionery trade .
. S N
expanding. which are steadily

We find, however, we i i
ently equipped with data o: l’(tahf: rct:rc\)dli?iso:ﬂsicc;’
?;m?;ilg;dost:pply of this precious produce

ut on a }
regards the future o?eiax?dfanf::: eCtBrneS ﬂas
whole, the hills of the Madura distl:ict affo:§
ample  scope for a detailed geographic and
economic investigation of the three most fasci-
nating crops we have dealt with above and

which are met with only in a fe i
. a few o
in the Madras Presidency, ther districts
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COTTAGE INDUSTRIES
IN

g S ALEM DISTRICT s>

HE Salem district is mainly an agricultural
one, and hand-loom weaving occupies a
prominent niche among its cottage industries,
being concentrated in the taluks of Salem,
Rasipur, Namakka! and Trichengodu. The to-
tal number of weavers in the district is just
above 50,000 or 2°4 per cent of the total popu-
lation. Fabrics from fine to coarse qualities
are woven in the district.

Silk And Lace Sarees

A survey of the hand-loom weaving indus-
try can begin with the manufacture of silk and
lace sarees in the district. In Ammapet, silk
with designs in gold lace are woven ranging in
value from Rs. 60 to 500. The industry in this
locality was confined some thirty-five years ago
to the manufacture of cotton fabrics; and when
silk cloths from Kambakonam were being im-
ported, the weavers started weaving cotton fa-
brics ** with silk borders and silk mixed with
cotton in imitation of the Kumbakonam pat-
tern’’. The weavers are also weaving pure
silk cloths out of imported china silk. The
most popular among the Salem silk sarees is the
* motor-car saree "', this name being given to it
because the design of a motor car is woven in
lace on the saree. South Kanara absorbs most
of these manufactures. The weavers have their
stores in Salem, where these fabrics are bought
by exporters,

Angavastrams

Silk angavastrams with coloured solid bor-
ders are made in Ammapet and Shevvapet out
of silk and lace purchased locally. Cotton an-
gavastrams with plain or with lace borders are
made in Ammapet, Guruswamipalayam and
Taramangalam and are sold in the
Salem town market.

Gundanchu cloths of 40s, 60s and 80s with
silk borders are made in Shevvapet, Attiampatti,
Attanur, Vennandur, Guruswamipalaiyam, Ku-
marapalaiyam, Pillanallur, Kunavelampatti,
Pudur, Rasipur, Paramatti and Namakkal and
have a wide market in the Presidency.

Sarees with mixtures of yarn and silk are
made in Hosur, Bagalur and Kaveripatnam
and there is a large demand for them during the
marriage season.

Artificial Silk Cloths

Fabrics made of artificial silk are very po-
pular in the district, because the poor who can-
not afford to buy genuine silk cloths are anxious
to purchase cloths made of * imitation silk ',
The artificial silk required for the industry is
purchased from Bombay, which receives large
imports of this kind of silk from Italy and
England. A local Government publication
commenting on the artificial silk industry says:
* Artificial silk cloths are now being worn by all
classes, so that the sowcar-weavers of Gugai,
Jalakantapuram and other places employ any
number of workmen and export the cloths to
other districts aiso, Cloths of a lower value
are largely exported to Ceylon and the Straits
Settlements, where the agents of the local mer-
chants carry on an extensive trade'’.

Yarn sarees with and without solid
borders are made in Gugai and Arsipalaiyam,
Ethapur, Tiruchengodu, Mallasamudram,
Modamangalam, Krishnagiri and  other
places. The middleman has no place in this
industry, the weavers themselves selling their
products in the local shandies. In Rasipur and
Gugai, cloths are placed on the market, where
they are bought for purposes of export to

Cevlon and the Straits Settle-




White cotton veshtis and towels in coarser
counts are woven at Trichengodu, Mallasamud-
ram, Kumaraswamipatti, and Attiampatti.
These cloths do not find a responsive market
because mill-made cloths are preferred.

A Labour Problem

The weaving industry in this district has
not shown signs of prosperity because the wea-
vers are mostly illiterate and are slow to accus-
tom themselves to improved and scientific me-
thods of production. Moreover, their skill is
being considerably impaired by their strong
liking for drink and they invariably find them-
sclves in the clutches of the sowcar. Hence, it
has been said that the problem of the weavers
in Salem district is more a labour problem than
anything else. Un'ess and until the weavers
are trained in skilled methods of production and
made to realise that the drink-evil will ruin
them, there is not much of a hope for this in-
dustry. The Government publication, referred
to elsewhere, puts the matter succinctly thus:
** As this cottage industry employs a larger
number of persons than any other, it seems
necessary to tackle the problem with great sym-
pathy and find a solution for the emancipation
of this class of workmen. Any improvement
of their condition must come from within. It
is only education that can make them realise
their condition and have the way for better-
ment'’.

Hand-spinning

 Hand-spinning is a subsidiary occupation
in the district and provides work for 2,500 wor-
kers. ‘The industry exists in about 175 hamlets
in - the Trichengodu and Nammakkal taluks.
‘The Gandhi Ashram supplies the cotion to wea-
vers, who in return give it- their finished pro-
ducts for sale. :

Wool Spinning And Weaving

This cottage industry exists near the hills
where sheep are reared  and s parﬁcu]arlyl
foupd in Viraganur; Vellayur, Pagadapadi, Fast
Rajapalaiyam and other places. Cumblies with
dead wool are made at Nallapalli. © The work-
'men engaged in this industry are not educated
and the blankets they make are
not durable.
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Dyeing And Printing

Dyeing of khaddar, chintz, coat and shirt
gloths, shawls, duppatis etc., is being carried on
in the Gandhi Ashram at Pudupalaiyam on a
small scale. German dyes are largely used in
tbe process. The industry is not in an orga-
nised cqndition because the weavers, who are
mostly lll.iterate, have not understood the vvalue
of organised effort. They generally prefer

working for sowcars to carrying on the indus-
try themselves.

Metal Works

5 Kudam, vellakku, chembu, padi, gadaram.

oga i, koppari, tavalai, kundan, sarviselti,
kutliu vellakku, and thambalam are made in
Muthun.uyakampatti, and Rasipur.  No scienti-
ﬁlc appliances of a modern character are em-
p OYEj/d n the manufacture of these vessels, The
market for these vessels is very limited and
covers only the locality in which they are m:;dc.

Bronze vessels are made in Odavankurichi

village, five mi o '
local market. iles from Ras‘pur and sold in the

Muﬂil}c::f:sharest ;md karandies are made in
/akampatti ; and
manufactured in Ari’ pat acks are

agoundenpatti. T
have a large market in the rural areas he latier

cra dllg:r;tchairs, cots, easy chairs, camp stools,

orders , €. are made in Denhannikotta and

from I‘\I?llrlr: 1]?< for- these articles of furniture

Bangalo‘re z1}1“( al, Salem, Krishnagiri, Hosur,
» Lrichinopoly and other places,

Basket And Mat-makiné

it g:s:sts hlave 2 great demand in the dis-
i se they come under the category of
Kiiissar},i articles and the demand is met by
oatt %’;:;1 Kon&ppgnayakampatti, Golla-
ruchéngod nzﬁtam, Pallipatti, Krishnagiri, 1i-
i du, Hosur and other places where the

1stry 1s to be found, This industry is, how-

ever, in a primiti :
. itive ¢ ; .
financial aid. O“d‘t‘OIj and requires

Mat-making i .
luk angtis?::zg:llfri’ge‘dsf nllmor industry in this ta-
Vannur, indur, -0 1o Fapparapatti, Tadangam,

Othbussgttipatti. Palakody and
er villages, where the korai

] o grass is f \
“j 1dl MR- ound in abundance'.

Date mats are made in Muddanahalli, Noganur,
Tavarakarrai and other places. These are
used for packing tamarind and find a large
local market.

Ropes are made out of cocoanut coir in
Kuppindiyur and other villages.

Stone Vessels, Toys Etc.

Pot.stone vessels called Kalchetti in Tamil
are made in the district particularly in e
Omalur Taluk and exported to Falghat, Bezwa-
da, Nellore and other districts. In Sambanda-
patti, toys (miniature cooking vessels etc.) are
made. Vigrahams in blackstone are also made
in this village.

Lace and waist-thread making are two of
the cottage industrics of this district, particular-
ly found in Krishnagiyi and they are used in the
weaving of breeclies and pavadais.

The manufacture of imitation rubies and
precious stones is an industry that is found in
Tiruchengodu and Mallepalli. The stones find
a good market in Salem and Madras.

Wooden combs are made in Nallapalli and
Veerasettipalli which meet the requirements cf

the rural areas.
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Harmoniums are made in Sz}lem town.
Castor-oi} is extracted in Edappadi village of
Tiruchengodu taluk.

Sericulture

Mulberry is grown on a very small scale in
Hosur but the sericulture industry in the district
is in a backward condition because the work-
men are mostly illiterate.

From the foregoing survey, it will be seen
that the hand-loom weaving industry is the
most important one in the district. The wea-
vers are intelligent and understand easily the
requirements of the market. If they only try
to break away from the control of the sowcar,
then the industry will get a great fillip, for it
must be remembered that an essential condition
for the prosperity of any industry Is the happi-
ness of its workmen. And in Salem, the wea-
vers are always at the mercy of the sowcars.
The woollen industry has a good future if beiter
breeds of sheep are reared and the woo!l is
shorn and spun on modern lines.  Sericulture
has been grossly neglected, and, if special con-
cessions in the form of remission taxes for a few
years and the grant of loans for sinking
wells and raising mulberry are granted, the
industry can be placed on an organised basis.
The sericulture industry has a future in Salem
for the climatic conditions are very favourable
to the growing of mulberry plants.

SWADESHI STORES

We have been urging in the press and on
the platform that all of us should see that Swa-
deshi stores are started in all places in tl}e
mofussil, and this is one of the many ways in
which we can translate into practical terms our
love for swadeshi. Itis of interest to note
that at Pithapuram there is no Swadeshi stores.
It should be possible for the patnotlc-mmded
citizens in the placc to organise 2a company
on a modest share-capital and co-operative
basis.

We are told that there is no organised

Swadeshi- store in Vizagapatam and that there

is an idea to start one shortly, We hope that the
idea will bear fruit.

At Bangalore and Negapatam, there isa
possibility of starting a Swadeshi stores.

At Bhadravathi, we are told, there is mo
stores and we trust that some public-spirited
citizens will give a lead in this direction. At
Kolar, Porayar, Samalkot, Mettur, Sreevaikun-
tam, Kuttalam. Dharmapuri, Madurantakam,
Rajapalayam, Berhampore, Chicacole, Kovil-
patti, Udumalpet and Vellore, no effort has
been made to organise Swadeshi stores and
we trust that in the near future stores will
spring up in all these places. At Kovilpatti,
there is, however, a branch of the All-India
Spinners’ Association.

At Rajapalayam, there is an idea to start a
Swadeshi stores and it is hoped that it will
materialise.
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EDUCATION

IN
INDIA

HF following is an extract from the Report of the Indian Central Banking Enquir
Committee and is particularly interesting in view of the fact thai the banking system o;

our country is shortly to be reorganised with the establishment of the Reserve Bank. Itis a maite
~ for regret that our universitics so far have not given a vocational biasto higher general educatio ]
with the result that the products of our universities have in recent years become almost unemylo;’;-’

able,

No co-ordination of effort exists at present
‘between the universities and the banks in India.
The universities do not appear to have devoted
much thought to the question of giving their
commercial courses a more practical turn than
is the case at present. On the other hand,
banks do not appear to attach much value to
the theoretical instruction in banking given in
the commercial schools and colleges, nor do
they provide facilities for supplementing such
instruction by practical training. A few banks
give facilities to students preparing for the exa-
mination of the English Institute of Bankers,
but this is rather to enable the students to be
admitted to the examination than to train them

with a view to recruitment in the service of
banks.

No Special Facilities

As a rule banks in India do not provide any
special facilities for the training of boys in the
banking business. Judging from the informa-
tion available to the Committee, with the excep-
tions of the linperial Bank of India and the
Peoples’ Bank of Northern India, there is no
bank in the country that has a definite scheme
for training young men in
banking business with a view to

recruitment in the bank’s service. Under the
probationers’ scheme of the Imperial Bank
of India, preference is given to candidates
who have obtained the degree of Bachelor of
(;ommerce; to graduates of a recognised univer-
sity of the United Kingdom or India; to perso s
who have passed the examination of the Ins:)’

tute of Bankers in England, Scotland Irela ‘d
or India; and to those who have had 'previon

banking experience. Facilities for o
given to selected candidates,
in the past been largely recruited j

but such. posts are now to anm iix:glapd,
extent being filled by promotion, It maamgg
noted, howev'er, that some of the wit esses
have complained that the process of xllgfisig.s

niSa.tion Of the Supe‘iof g"lﬂ' l I) {3}
Sid NAsS

training are
Staff officers have

The scheme of the Peo
1s designed to select suitable
ployment with a view to their be; i
I eimn
in the theory and practice of bank;gngtrali}lelg
selected candidates are required to jofn the
sﬁhool maintained by the bank, After a time
they are again examined and the i

s final selection

ples’ Bank of India
candidates for em-
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Theoretical And Practical Education

It is the opinion of some that the practical
training received by the employees in a bank
in the course of their employment meets all the
requirements of the bank and that it is not par-
ticularly necessary to institute theoretical cour-
ses of study in banking in schools and colleges.
Some of the witnesses have, however, expressed
the opinion that the development of banking
has been hindered owing to the paucity of
Indians trained in theory as well as in the prac-
tice of banking. Owing to lack of co-ordina-
tion between the banks and the educational
institutions, there are at present, on the one
hand, many men trained in the banks in the
business of banking but devoid of sound general
education and sufficient knowledge of the theory
of banking, so that they are not considered
fully qualified to hold posts of bank manager or
assistant manager. On the other hand, there
are graduates well versed in theory but devoid
of practical knowledge, who are not readily
taken up by banks

Wanted: A Practical Course

It has been suggested that the Institute of
Bankers should serve as liaison between the
banks and the universities in connection with
the training of youths in banking. Close co-or-
dination of effort is essential on the part of uni-
versities, the banks and the institutions engaged
in imparting or promoting banking education
(1) to make the courses practical; (2) to provide
for practical training; and (3) to arrange for
the employment of trained youths in the banks.
In these directions there is much scope for useful
work for the Institute of Bankers. For instance,
it can make useful suggestions to the universities
concerning the courses of studies and may
approach educational institutions and secure
their co-operation in arranging courses of
lectures of special interest to bank employees.
It may also arrange to receive enquiries from its
members for suitable candidates for. vacancies
in their banks and pass on such enquiries to the
educational institutions concerned.

Higher Training Outside India

Generally speaking, higher training ou_tside
India is not necessary for youths aspiring

to a successful career as bankers. It appears
to be the general opinion that there are
better opportunities for bank probationers
and bank assistants to get a sound
training in this country than in England. An
Indian student passing the examination of the
London or the Indian Institute of Bankers, with
a few years’ practical training in India, would,
it is stated, be better qualified for, and prove
more efficient in, the discharge of his duties
than one who works in a branch office of a
London bank and returns to India with the idea
of having received special training outside
India. An Indian apprentice in an English
bank would not ordinarily have the opportunity
to get an insight into higher banking problems.
He would be more or less employed on routine
work, and the knowledge gained cannot be of
material assistance to him in his future career.
The best results could only be obtained if
practical knowledge and experience were
combined with theoretical study. It would,
however, be desirable, if it could be arranged,
to send young Indians possessing high qualifica-
tiens after they have had a good preliminary
training in banks in India for the study of
advanced banking, especially for the practical
study of international exchange and other
subjects connected with currency.and exchange,
in exchange banks abroad. A note of warning
may, however, be sounded. Deputing recruits
of mediocre ability for the study of banking in
foreign countries would serve no useful purpose.
Only students possessing high qualifications and
having geod practical banking experience would
be able to take real advantages of such studies,
provided they were given adequate facilities.

It is suggested that, should it be found
difficult to secure for Indians adequate facilities
for such advanced studies in foreign banks
abroad, Government might make special
arrangements for such training and that ex-
change banks doing business in India should be
required to provide the necessary facilities in
return for the business facilities they enjoy in
India. 1t is also suggested that scholarships
should be given by Government and by banks
to the employees of banks proceeding to Europe
for such studies.




| SUGAR MANUFACTURE IN INDIA |

BY EAVESDROPPER

%T strikes me that Rajas and Maharajas,
¥ land-holdersand zemindars (gentle readers!
do not misunderstand me ; let me assure you,
this is no advertisement for Royal Yakuti) can
play an important part in the hectic activity
that prevails in the capital market as regards
sugar manufacturing companies. [ had occa-
sion, nearly two months ago, to deal with the
problem of raw materials for the umpteen
concerns that have sprung up since 1931,
And I took the view that nearly 75 per cent
of the undertakings are to have their factories
in Behar and the United Provinces, and as
most of them will have to rely on outside
sources of supply for sugarcane, there might
well be a squeeze for the raw product, resulting
in a smart spurt-up in the prices of the latter.
From this point of view, the Belapur Company
(Managing Agents: Messrs. W. H. Brady and
Company) enjoys a supreme advantage, in that
it has its own sugar plantation on a scale
adequate to feed the factory for the best part of
the year. In the comments 1 offered on this
subject, I was conscious that I was a mere
layman, with no other guide than such horse-
sense as one possesses. 1 had the pleasure and
privilege of a detailed and informing discussion
with Sir Joseph Kay during his stay in Calcutta
a fortnight ago. And 1 was happy to receive
authoritative confirmation from him of my views,

Must Have Raw Materials

This had led me to afurther investigation of
the possibilities of sugar manufacture in India,
with special reference to the supplies of the raw
materials at an economic rate in adequate
quantities and on a reliable basis. I am now
convinced that the new floatations that may be
launched hereafter, should seek to secure the
co-operation of landed magnates, who could
either lease out the requisite area
of land on suitable terms or who
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z;ould be kprepared to enter into a contract
vatigﬁrn;a:lr . :}111:1}{1 a:f azﬁa for sugarcane culti-
e c

words, what I would like to s:: ?rirnt.he I::las(;thgfr
the new ventures is a combine between the
big capxtahs_t and the big landholder I under

stand that. m a few of the 1932 hoahtions—
the zemindars of Behar and U P‘ hav,
mkgan a great interest. [ also lea.rn .th'tt .
project in the western presidency has secur;d 2
similar association with a small Indian State in i?
By all tokens, there is bound to be, in the near
futgre. considerable competition ;mongst t}le;
indigenous sugar companies. However great
the consumer’s market in India; whatever the
§tudent_: of trade figures may say of this country
importing foreign sugar six times as much as
home-produced sugar; the fact is undeniable
and must l?e faced, that both in the purchase of’
raw materials and in the disposal of finished
product§._ there is going to be severe and growin

competition. This pressure would result in thg
stlﬂgn}ng of the price of the sugarcane and th:
declining of the price of sugar. There is, it 1
true, a comfortable margin of profit to-das; ; bu

d to melt into thin air if

ensure, to each compan i
Y. a suffi
the raw materials at 3 onable e

Ze_mindars who have p
chiefs who wish to open
land to new cultivation
and, in alliance wit

has lands; and ruling
up waste but suitable
» should bestir themselves,

. h business and finance
exploit the fuliest possibilities of sugarcam;

cultivati
indtxl;tarp?n, both .from the agricultural and
grows l'f; St"”‘dpomts.' If a sugar company
mum yi;elz\vzf cane, itcan secure the maxi-
yield of sugar cane per acre and the maximum
waste andt 1[])ler ton. of cane, and eliminate
necessitated ‘b Z}dea.b]e Increase in costs.
: Yy inefficiency and crude prac-

tices in all the stages from field
to factory.,

reasonable price.-

A Bhopal ldea

In pursuance of this idea, [ was recently
invited to visit Bhopal; and the three daysI
spent in this Central Indian State have streng-
thened my belief that the sugar industry is,
essentially, one in which those who control
money and business experience must join hands
with those who control land. My visit to
Bhopal was interesting in more ways than one,
The whole episode was the result of a random
remark I had made to my friend Mr. Ghulam
Mohomed, who is now on foreign service with
His Highness, the Nawab of Bhopal. Could
His Highness provide 10,000 acres of land in a
single plot; near a railway station; with
irrigation facilities; suitable for sugarcane
cultivation and on a basis of rent which would
induce the capitalists to undertake the venture?
This was a simple query, intended more for
eliciting information than in reference to any
definite, practical scheme. Do come immedia-
tely—Mr. Ghulam Mohomed's reply. Wire after
wire. He was keen as mustard ; and it was I,
the author of the idea, that delayed and kept
him hanging on for days on days. Not that
parties at this end to whom 1 had spoken were
less keen on the project if Bhopal could give
the facilities, But for a humdrum scribe, who
has to maintain regular features and fulfil
definite commitments, to get away is not so
simple an affair. Anyway, when Idid reach
Bhopal, Mr. Ghulam Mohomed was at the
station ; and took me straight to the Palace,
after giving me a bare quarter of an hour for
wash and breakfast. His Highness had already
fixed up a conference of the officials of the
connected departments, to discuss the proposal
with me in all its bearings. Conference No. 1
was over by sunset; a memorandum of the
proceedings was drawn up immediately there-
after ; and a copy was sent to His Highness.

The next day, immediately after breakfast,
I was summoned for a conference with His
Highness. The officials concerned were pre-
sent. The discussion lasted two hours. Here
was no garish Oriental court, with a bejewelled
prince seated in arrogant pride amidst an assem-
bly of obsequious courtiers. 1 felt like being in
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the Board Room of a Clive Street house, with
the help of the departmental heads. His
Highness was prim and simple; his manner,
easy and unaffected ; his observations, direct
and to the point. His officials marched to their
seats as, for instance would Mr. Chapman
Mortitner when called in by Sir Edward Ben-
thali ; they did not * Your Highness "’ it all the
time; they conversed and discussed, equally
direct and to the point. The overnight memo-
randum on the proceedings of the earlier day’s
conference had been read, re-read, digested,
and neatly noted on, by His Highness. And
from the way he took part in the discussions, I
could see he could make up his mind and say
what he had to say in a tone of firmness and
finality., Not that he was not open to listen to
arguments. He was, all the time, keen on
knowing * all about it "' and then came to quick
and sharp decisions. 1 have had dealings with
Maharajahs (ruling chiefs and otherwise) ; and,
in all my experience, what struck me most was
the leisurely way in which everything is done
—the dilatoriness in stage after stage—the
suspense and vacillation which the negotiators
must needs put up with., In this instance,
however, His Highnessand his trusty Ghulam
Mohomed disposed, in two days, of a matter
which, in the case of any other ‘‘ Highness,"
might have taken two years, I came back,
pleased with the beautiful, undulating country
which Bhopal is—with the keen, business-like
ruler, which the Nawab is—and convinced that
a most promising prospect for sugar industry is
offered by this Central India State.

It is, I fully believe, the start of a good
business ; I hope, it will soon be accomplished.
And the moral of it all is that like propositions
should be possible, and could be fruitfully put
through, in relation to a good few states and
zemindari estates, For, I repeat rationalisation
of the sugar industry should mean in Indiaa
getting together of those who own land and
those who have enterprise to venture the
money and manage the business. If such a
definite idea of rationalisation were not kept in
view, it may turn out that sugar is sweet, but
the sugar industry is bitter.




THE MALABAR BUY INDIAN LEAGUE

The wave of enthusiasm which has re-
cently swept the country for the gospel of
Swadeshi and the promotion of the-Buy Indian
movement did not leave even distant Malabar
unaffected; and the Malabar Buy Indian League
was formally inaugurated on 23—3—32 at a
meeting of the citizens of Calicut held in the
Annie Hall. A working committee consisting
of important citizens of the town with
Mr. B. S. Tripurantaka Mudaliar as the Presi-
dent was appointed to carry on the work of the
League. It was resolved to adopt the constitu-
tion and methods of work of the Buy Indian
League, Madras, with such alterations as were
deemed necessary. The ILeague was also
affiliated to the Madras League. Pledge forms
were printed and signatures of persons interested
in the movement were obtained. To create
enthusiasm for the cause, regular hawking
of swadeshi goods was undertaken by the
members of the committee for some weeks. In
order to sustain the interest of the public and
enlist greater support for the cause, the com-
mittee considered and devised various methods
of propaganda. They may be mentioned in
the order in which they were undertaken and
carried out.

1. Opening of Swadeshi Stores.

2. Show Van.

3. Posters, Leaflets and Magic Lantern

4, Swadeshi and Onam Weeks.
5. Organisation of Branch Leagues.

Swadeshi Stores

The League felt that any amount of propa-
ganda would be of no avail unless there was a
well-equipped stores, wherein all articles manu-
factured in the country will be available for sale.
So a special committee was appointed to
consider the question of opening a stores, if
necessary by floating a limited company. While
the question was being seriously considered,
Mr. V. R. Ghore Sastri, a member of the
League, kindly came forward to open the stores
under the auspices of the League, involving no
financial responsibility to the League. The
offer was thankfully accepted and the Swadeshi
Vastu Bhandar was formerly opened on 8th
June, 1932. At first though the sales
were not encouraging, -the Bhandar has
been considerably improved and
Mr. Sastri under-took an all- ¢

India tour to study the markets for various
goods. He has stocked all available Swa-
deshi articles required by the public.
h is gratifying to state that there is considerable
improvement since the cloth department was
opeqed; and the League may +venture to take
credit for the fact that its propaganda is to some
extent at least responsible for the improved
sales. The League is grateful to Mr. Sastri
for so generously coming forward to run the
stores and thus meet an urgent need. One
of our Vice-Presidents, Mr. Manjeri Ra;na. Iyer
had the pleasure of opening the Swadeshi Stores

at Cannanore started by an enthusiast; (
rathi friend. usiastic Guja-

Show Van

While the Swadeshi Vasty Bhandar no
doubt serves a useful purpose in catering to the
needs of the public, it is felt that there is a large
section of the public, who do not know yet
whether the articles of daily use are
manufactured in India. So, the League decided
to construct a Show Van fixed to a hand-cart in
which swadeshi articles are arranged and taken
rf)und the various parts of the town and outside
Swadeshi slogans in English and Malayalan;
are painted on the glass shutters of the Van
It is learnt that to many, especially in the;
surrounding villages, it is an €ye-opener as they
were not till now aware that the quantity and
quality of articles available manufactured in(the
country are so good and so varied. The educa-
tive value 'of the Show Van cannot be assessed
But there is no denying the fact that it is onf;
of the best means that can ever be devised for
the spread of the Swadeshi gospel. The Van
usually attracts large crowds of people eager to
see a:nd understand ; and the man in charge
distributes leaflets imploring the people to sup-
port the Buy Indian movement and to encour-
age Swadeshi by purchasing Indian goods. The
League also considered the question of sales of
goods stocked in the Van. In view of the cost
and trouble involved in making arrangements
for sales, the idea wag dropped and the
Van continues to be a mere Show Van,

Posters, Leaflets Etc

Soon after the constitutio

it was decided {o print sm
them and sell them at a nomina] price of 4 as
each. The members of the Committee went
round in the town finding sales for

the boards. It ig encouraging to

n of the League,
all posters, frame
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note that many shop-keepers and house:owners
gladly purchased them and the boards are seen
hung in many places. The League also reques-
ted the municipalities in the district and the
managers of educational institutions to hang

these boards in the schools and colleges. The

League is grateful to the Chairmen of Calicut.
Tellicherry, Cochin and Cannanore Municipa-
lities for kindly acceding to the request of
the League. Boards were supplied free of cost.
The League also purchased 6 dozen
enamel boards of *“ Buy Indian ’ and distributed
them to bus-owners through the agents of petrol
companies. As the buses ply in the interior
of the district, the value of this method of
propaganda is great, The League has ordered
for 350 Malayalam enamel boards at a cost of
Rs. 125 for further distribution among bus-
owners and also fixing the boards to the lamp posts
in prominent places in the Calicut Municipality.
Two big boards with ‘Buy Indian’ slogans have
also been prepared for putting them up in two
prominent places. It is proposed to prepare a
few more boards for the same purpose, The
League is grateful to agents of petrol companies
for so kindly helping the League in this work.

Besides posters, about 22 leaflets in Mala-
yalam dealing with the various aspects of the
movement were printed and widely distributed
all over the district. In order to minimise the
cost of printing and paper, whenever possible,
advertisements from dealers in Swadeshi goods
were obtained; and the League takes this oppor-
tunity to thank them all for this help.

Another method of propaganda adopted was
by means of magic lantern slides. Ten slides with
Swadeshi slogans have been specially prepared
and the proprietors of the Radha Picture Palace
and the Crown Cinema have been kindly exhi-

‘biting them daily. Four slides have been given

to the Devadhar Malabar Reconstruction Trust
for propaganda in villages.

Onam And Swadeshi Weeks

Taking advantage of the Onam festival,
when people of all classes purchase new cloth
for the occasion, the League printed special
posters and leaflets for the occasion, appealing
to the people to buy khadi, hand-woven and
Indian mill cloth during the festival. Public
meetings were also organised during the Onam
Week to preach the gospel of Swadeshi.

The League celebrated the Swadeshi
Week from the 26th September

began with a public meeting presided over
by Swami Suvicharananda Sanyasi and ended
with a procession accompanied by music,
carrying Swadeshi posters and another largely
attended public meeting in the Town Hall,
During the Week, meetings were organised for
students and labourers. At Feroke, where a large
number of labourers are employed in various
factories, arrangements were made to address
the labourers in each factoy separately. Owing
to lack of speakers, it was not possible to carry
out the programme fully. All the same, the
League is grateful to the proprietors of factories
for so generously responding to our appeal and
their hearty co-opertion in making the Week a
success. For two days during the Week, the
Show Van was taken round to all factories in
Feroke, when leaflets were freely distributed.

Branch Leagues

‘On the invitation of the League, Mr. B,
Shiva Rao, Secretary, Madras Buy Indian
League, undertook a tour in the district. The
League regrets it was not able to take full
advantage of his presence owing to causes be-
yond its control.  Still, as a result of his visit
branches of the League were formed at Telli-
cherry, Badagara and Ottapalam. The Canna-
nore Branch of the League, which has been
functioning satisfactorily, took full advantage of
Mr. Shiva Rao’s presence and arranged public
meetings. Mr. Shiva Rao took advantage of
every occasion to preach the gospel of Swadeshi,
The League feels greately indebted to him for
undertaking the tour at considerable inconve-
nience and for the great impetus he has given
to the movement by his visit. To friends who
spared no pains to make his tour a success, the
League is also deeply grateful.

Public Meetings And Exhibition

Under the auspices of the League, well
attended public meetings were organised in
Calicut from time to time when the objects of
the Buy Indian Movement were explained and
public support was solicited. The League is
grateful to all who contributed to the success of
these meetings. In addition to these meetings,
more than a thousand signatures have been ob.
tained for the Swadeshi pledge.

The Swadeshi Exhibition organised by the
Exhibition Committee of Calicut was a gerat
success. It served to rouse public interest i1 the
Buy Indian cause. The League elected members
to serve on the Advisory Committee of the

Exhibition and also offered two prizes

to 2nd October 1932, The Week s for the coir spinning competition.
- By Indion
By
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Committee Meetings

Since the inauguration of the League, the
Committee met 30 times to transact business,
These meetings were invariably well attended.
A special meeting was held on the occasion of
Mr. Shiva Rao’s visit, when the Committee had
the benefit of learning a great deal about the
various methods of propaganda adopted in the
different parts of the country.

Fimances

From the statement of accounts given at
the end of this article it will be seen the League
collected Rs. 1282-15-0 and has till now spent
Rs. 1095-6-6. The balance of amount is too small
to enable the Committee to carry on its work.
Every effort has been made to economise ex-
penditure. It will also be noticed that a large
amount has been spent on propaganda the results
of which are not immediately perceptible. All
the same, the League feels it is a good invest-
ment likely to yield valuable results.

General

The League takes this opportunity to thank
its many helpers.

While feeling grateful to the public for the
measure of response the League has received
for its appeal for help, the League has per-
force to invite support in an increasing measure
to carry on its work. Many more leaflets and
posters have to be printed; some more shides
have to be made ; the usefulness of the Show
Van has to be increased ; more branches of the
League ha® to be organised in the district;
many more Swadeshi weeks have to be cele-
brated to create public opinion in favour of the
movement; a Swadeshi stores in every town
and villages has to be organised. [t is needless
to state that all these items of work necessitate
constant propaganda and involve expenditure of
large amounts of money. Will the necessary
support from the public be forthcoming ? Wil
the Buy Indian cause become a permanent fea-
ture of our national life instead of being a pass-
ing phase of some of our hectic activities ? The
League appeals to the public for greater
support fully believing it is a just cause, which
demands the earnest attention and support
of every citizen of India, be he or she small or
hig, rich or poor.

G0
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Statement of accounts up to 31st December '32.

RECEIPTS, Rs. aA. p.
Donations .. 1153 4 ¢
Subscriptions . 15 0 0O
Show Van Rent 12 0 0
Posters—Sale of fram-

ed boards 14 10 0
Affiliation fee 500

Propaganda Accounis
Advertisement charges

received 43 8 0
Sale of seals . 32 4 0
Shamji Sunderdoss (ad-
vances 1 00
Interest received on
S.B. A/c from Bank, 6 50
1,282 15 0
EXPENDITURE. Rs. A. P.
Postage and Telegrams 17 1 0
Stationery 10 5 9
Mathrubhumi printing
bills 8215 0
Miscellaneous 31 6
Show Van 155 12 10
Posters 91 0 9
Salaries of staff 304 1 0
Meeting expenses ... 9 3 6
Propaganda Accounts
Rs. aA. p
Enamel Boards . 125 0 0
Galvaniszed boards ... 411 6
Paper bill . 24 6 8
Slides .. 30 0 0
Miscellaneous 215 3
Swadeshi Week .. 18 4 ¢
N. P. Bureau bills .., 72 4 0
Mr. Shiva Rao’s Tour 2313 0
Competition prize ... 8 0 0337 6 5
Seals o
Advances 3(3) g (6)
Moving Exhibition ... 712 0
Badges 310

Cash in Bank
Cash with Hon. Joint
Secretary

184 1 ¢

3 3 6187 4 6

——

Total ...1,282 15 O

R. SURVANARAYANA,
Hon. Joint. Secretary-

%

C. GOPAL MENON, A. 1l B
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N my last article, I made a general survey
of indigenous articles. In the present ar-
ticle, 1 shall deal with certain aspects of the
question. In the first place, it is necessary to
examine the raw materials which are available
for industrial purposes in this country. The
economic history of a nation is a record of the
history of raw materials, of new sources of sup-
ply and of their application to practical schemes.
All such discoveries of new materials tend to
change the face of our social and industrial life.
In countries where industrial development is at
a low ebb, the problem of the use of raw
materials is an important one.

Factory System ?

) At this stage, it is necessary for us to de-
cide whether we are fit to compete with coun-
tries whose industrial development has been
achieved on the factory system; or to direct our
attention to such handicrafts and cottage indus-

tries for which we possess the requisite natural
resources,

Our Greatness In The Past

In dealing with industries in India, a sur-
vey of the various handicrafts and art industries
has to be made; and the latter show that, from
time immemorial, India has been famous for its
manufactures. Under the rule of the successors
of Ale'axa.nder, Indian products were sold in all
Asiatic countries and actually penetrated into
the countries on the Mediterranean seaboard.
Mechanical labour, aided by a well-trained eye
and delicacy of touch—the results perhaps of
heriditary instincts, have produced beautiful ex-
amples of art.  The embroidery and leather
works of Kathiawar were praised by the Vene-
tian traveller, Marco Polo, in the
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beautful things'". He said the inhabitants
were good people and lived entirely by their
trade and manufactures. Nor were they
lacking in the spirit of enterprise. At a less re-
mote period, when communication was not only
imperfect but at times risky and dangerous, the
Indian traders visited the Western world to find
a market for their wares. Metal and ivory
goods, shawls, embroideries, carpets of cotton,
wool and silk and calico found their way from
India to Western countries. * The Indian work-
man'’, says Sir George Birdwood, “from the
humblest potter to the most cunning maker of
embroideries is a true artist, although he sel--
dom rises above the traditions of his art’.
These art industries have all decayed; and, even
if some are in existence now, they do not possess
that artistic touch for which they were noted in
the days before the East India Company was
established in India. Besides, these high-grade
textile products and fabrics made on the village
spinning wheels and looms attracted the atten-
tion of the East India Company and European
traders, who established their warehouses in
India. These industries could not, however,
compete with the industries of England, when
the Industrial Revolution took place in that
country,

What We Then Produced

It is very interesting to know the various
commodities that were produced in India in
that period. Indian products were on show at the .
sale in “Blue Warehouse'’, St. Helens, and, fgf
this information, we are indebted to Sir Geor
Birdwood. The articles that were displa
were these :—Vermillion, copper products, ai-
ther-of-pearl, tortoise shell, quick-silver, etc.
At another exhibition held at Leadenhall Street,

the following articles were on

13th century as “ marvellously @ . - show :—China raw silk, Bengal
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up-to-date by the help of improved records,
and it will be a landmark to which people
could look back when the new consti-
tutional changes come about. It would afford
a valuable guide to constructive policy. In
England,the economic census was started and the
U.S.A. and other countries have conducted simi-
lar enquiries. But the fact that we have not any-
thing like that shows that India has been very
backward. An economic census of the country
_would be the starting point from which future
records can be kept up-to-date. If that has to
be done, it would be a vast work, because the

question will have to be subdivided into a num-
ber of sections. Universities should form a
useful cell in the whole organism for carrying
out this enquiry, so as to make it possible for
the Government to have their co-operation in
the near future. There is a danger, and every-
one will admit it, that, in India, economists
acquire a sort of political colour and bias. That
is the worst that can happen to an economist.
He should seek truth and nothing but truth. 1If
there is an idea to start an organisation of this
kind, it should be absolutely uninfluenced by
any sort of political prejudice.

THE NELLORE BUY INDIAN LEAGUE

The Secretaries of our branch in a com-
munication state that they are grateful to us for
the generous manner in which our representatives
helped them by exhibiting a large variety of
Indian-made articles at the Exhibition organis-
ed by the Agricuitural Association during the
Brahmotsavam festival which was celebrated
here recently. The incandescent lamp of Messers
Pochee & Sons exhibited by our representative
attracted the special attention of the visitors.
Our branch at Nellore took the opportunity to

- enlist members and it proposes to open a Swa-
deshi museum ; publish a Directory of Swadeshi

articles ; and open a librarary consisting of
books which will be of special value to those
interested in the Swadeshi movement. The
League requests the Secretary of The Buy Ind-
ian League, Madras, to open the museum
when it is established. The indigenous indus-
tries in Nellore are making progress and parti-
cular mention may be made of the manufacture
of washing soaps, wooden forks, toilet requisites
and cheap kbaddar cloth.

The branch hopes to open a Swadeshi Ex-
hibition next year during the Brahmotsovam
festival.

THE CEMENT INDUSTRY

The cement industry of India seems to be
least hit by the present trade depression. al-
though in 1925 prices of cement were so low
that the industry felt it necessary to apply for
protection, The Tariff Board, however, found
that the slump in prices was due to internal
competition and overproduction, and rejected
the applicatian. By no means disheartened by
the Board’s findings, the industry bent its ener-
gies to organise itself and the Cement Marketing
Co., of India Ltd., was formed in 1925. The
output of cement of the companies represented
by the Cement Marketing Company is 8,72,000
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tons per annum, but, at the present time, the
consumption is only about 56% of this figure.
Since the formation of the Board, many innova-
tions have been made, notable among them be-
ing coloured cements and rapid hardening
cements.

The imports of cement fell from 19,440
in 1930 to 10,407 in 1931, showing a drop of
nearly 50 p.c. The cement industry shows
much enterprise and will be among the first 1o
be benefited by a trade revival. The activitics
of the recently formed Concrete Association are
bound to be effective.
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as Madras does. The Bagalkot Municipality
gave Rs. 400 to the Swadeshi Exhibition
without any interference from the Department
of Local Self-government.

I have just heard from the Director of
Industries, Hyderabad that H.E.H. the Nizam's
Government has sanctioned Rs. 600 for the Buy
Indian League and will shortly send the products
of the State for exhibition and sale at the
Museum run by the League in Madras.

This is the third State to offer active co-
operation, Mysore and Travancore having
already preceded Hyderabad. Iam informed
that this question will be considered by the
Cochin Government at the time of the Budget
Session.

The League’s Travelling Van

The travelling van of the Buy Indian
League has just returned after a very successful
trip to Arni, Ranipet and Wallajahpet. Inten-
sive propaganda was done not only in these
places but in important villages in the neigh-
bourhood as well. Special efforts were made
to interest schools in the Swadeshi movement.
Three schools were visifed and quite good sales
were effected of stationery, confectionery, soaps,
textiles, etc, At one place by beat of drums, an
audience of nearly 1,000 people was collected
and the occasion was utilised for a brief talk on
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the importance of Swadeshi after which there
was a sale of articles.

LN TR
1 amglad to give publicity to the following
extract from a letter from the Superintendent,
Agricultural Research Station, Aduthurai:

“] am trying to induce ladies at this station
to take up plantain fig making as a profitable
hobby, so that, they may setan example to others.
They have an undoubted advantage ov. r others,
as they can have our advice regarding the pro-
cesses of preparations at all times,

The most important point to stress in pre-
paring figs from plantains is the danger of conta-
mination of the product by flies and other insects
with dirt and disease germs. I would recommend
that figs put on the market are certified free
from pathogenic germs by competent bacteriqio-
gists. [ am designing a fly proof drying tray which
may be even locked either individually or used
in series for drying fruits in the sun. It may
be possible to prevent ants and other sm}all craw-
ling creatures from getting into the drying trays
by placing them on wooden t?.blgs or bamboo
platforms with their legs standing in water.

You would be interested to know that plan-
tain figs are selling at the Kumbakonam Exhibi-
tion like hot cakes and I am unable to meet
even a small fractionof the demand there is for

them”’,

THE SWADESHI MOVEMENT

* Swadeshi is not a movement of political character, nor of
aggressive spirit, but of an economic nature aiming at a preservation
of the country,”’ said Dewan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda, M. L. A.,
presiding over the Swadeshi Conference held here this evening.

Mr. Asaf Ali, Chairman, Reception

Committee welcoming the

delegates said swadeshi was not mere sentimental patriotism, but
that it was essential from the material point of view as on it depended
the question of life and death of a nation.

@W%@Mmm@@
@B WANTED : PLANNED ECONOMY &

CREBBRIPSD

[The Jollowing is an extract Jrom q
Economics by Sir George Schuster, wherein b
for the purpose of collecting statistics in trade.)

I think an Institute of Economics is parti.
cu]a{ly important just now for two reasons ; the
special conditions which we find in India tc;-day
and the wor.ld's economic position need it, As
regards India, I like others to believe that India
now stands on the eve of a new era, as the re-
sult of the constitutional changes in the Govern-
ment of .the country.  Indians are more and
more going to be the masters of {hejr own des-
tmy, and, [ think their destiny is one which in
fruxtfulness will exceed that of any other country
in the wor}ld. I say this for the following rea-
son. India is a vast country containing, as we
all knf)w and as we often say, one-fifth of the
world's population. It is a country which is
accustomed to traditions of good and orderly go-
vernment ; and [ see no reason why ordi.nary
economic development should be interfered with.
It has great many resources; for one thing, it
'has an industrious population. Apart from that,
its standard of living is low, and, this being so
there is room for improvement. S

Policy Of Planned Economy

There is room

for improv i
.t : ement in ;
direction. India it in another

‘ . self is "but lit

mdus'tnally. 1 forsee great opportﬂgit?e?(::? pied
dustrial development in India in futyre V\;le
' great changes even in ftl

few years. I think one whogstudies thl: Rtfgforltagit’
.zhe Tariff Board (who examined the cotton textile
industry) and the figures given would be
astonished at the great pace at which ti
cotton textile industry has advanced in t}::
last five years, The position is quite diff-
erent t0 that of any other country.  QOther
countries that have organised themselves in th
last century before the war find that the chanﬂre
of things is moving against them and | reaﬁe
and honestly believe that there is no countr irx
the wqud, which has such great opportunyities
as India. We are moving more and more to
state of affairs where some sort of :

@M@m@

steech in Calcuita at the Indian Institute of
e pleaded for the establishment of an organisation

for the country. The old days are gone and
more and more we will have to consider the
question of adopting a deliberate policy of
planned economy. I think that is a fact
which has been forced on us.

A Word Of Caution

I want to utter a word of caution here.
There are some people who think that changes
can be brought about very quickly by introduc-
ing plans; and I wish that the same could be in.
troduced into India. While I feel that we must
move in the direction of planned economy, it
is necessary also to recognise that there are
limitations as to what can be done.

Then as to limitations of Government in
this sphere, I think, Government cannot do
very much without the co-operation of the na-
tion and one of our difficulties at the present
time is the lack of proper means of co-operation
with the life which is going on in the country.

Need Of An Economic Census

I ventured to make a suggestion at the Eco-
nomists' Conference at Delhi. 1 feel, whenever
we come to discuss a problem in India, that we
very much lack proper and accurate informa-
tion. We have very good statistics as regards the
foreign trade, but we have not, I feel, accurate
statistics as to the internal industrial production.
We can make some estimates of agricultural
production; but, as regards the internal industrial
development and concerns whose activities are
not reflected on foreign trade returns, we are
entirely in the dark. There will be general ag-
reement on the need for statistics as regards
internal industrial production. I hope it will be
possible for economists to organise some im-
proved methods in the collection of statistics in
spite of the present financial.stringency, That

will be.-a starting point; and in

a planned economy is necessary ‘ d future statistics will be kept -
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! °OUR ECONOMIC POSITION

by

MRS. NURGIS CAPTAIN
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WADESHI means the principle of conser-
ving the wealth of a country within the
country. At the present time, the imported
manufactures and products that we can replace
by indigenous products amount in value to a
few crores of rupees, while several crores are
going out of the country without any adequate
return through such services as banking,
insurance and shipping, owned or promoted by
foreign companies. ‘

1 shall now place before you a few figures
showing the growth of some of our major
industries in spite of impediments, both natural
and unnatural. The Government’s -indifference
in the matter of the growth of Indian industries
is forcibly illustrated by the fact that no orga-
nised attempt bas been made by the authorities
to collect systematically the figures of produc-
tion of the different indigenous manufactures
and illustrating their progress or depression.

Khadi Production

Before I mention any other industry, let
me mention the one which has brought new life
and new hope into millions of homes of the
poorest and the neediest, viz. khadi. The
production of khadi has steadily increased, but
we cannot be content with this rate of progress.
It must be the endeavour of all of us, who are
conscious of the untold poverty of our villagers,
to see to it that this relief through khadi reaches
every remote home, which can hope for help
from no other source ; and this help can easily
be rendered, if only we make up our minds
and induce others to use no other cloth save
those which are hand-spun and hand-woven.

Textiles

Among the organised industries, accurate
and complete figures regarding production
and imports are available only in regard
to the textile indusiry and this has been
prepared by the Mill-owner's
Association.

Q@@E@w%-é

The production in the textile industry in
1926-27, was 2356 million yards and in 1931-32,
2989 million yards, That is there was an
increase of 94 per cent in 5 years. Now let us
look at the negative side.

Textile industry imports :—In 1926-27, it
was 1787 million yards valued at nearly Rs.
55,000 lakhs;in 1931-32, 775 million yards
valued nearly at Rs. 14,700 lakhs. That is a
decrease of 57 per cent in yards and 73 per cent
in value in five years.

You will notice the gradual increase in local
production and the phenomenal fall in imports.
The latter is, of course, due to more than one
reason. Apart from the realisation on a nation
wide scale of the necessity for doing without
foreign cloth and thus reducing the imports, the
world depression has not left us untouched ; the
purchasing power of the people has come down
even more than before. The very latest import
figures for 9 months—from March 1932 to
January 1933—are disheartening from the point
of view of our national self-respect. ‘

Owing to world-conditions and the mani-
pulation of currencies by free countries, their
cheap goods have begun to pour into India
in larger quantities than before and our people
are succumbing to the temptation of cheapness.
1 say to you, therefore, let there be no resting
iri the pursuit of Swadeshi.

Other Industries

Now I will touch on a few other industries
whose progress we can judge only by negative
results. 1 mean by the drop in the imports of
products.

Sugar imports :—In 1926-27, 10,22,£00
tons valued at Rs. 18,89 lakhs and in 1931.32,
5,56,200 tons valued at Rs. 6,16 lakhs were
imported into India. There was thus in five

years a reduction of 45 per cent in
" quantity and 67 per cent in value.
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Soap imports :—In 1926-27, 4,02,500 cwts.
valued at Rs. 1,52 lakhs and in 1931.32,
3,09,000 cwts. valued at Rs. B8 lakhs were
imported. There was in 5 years a reduction
of 23 per cent in quantity, and 42 per cent
in value.

Match imports :—In 1926-27, 67,02,000
gross valued at Rs. 65, lakhs and in 1931.32,
1,05,000 gross valued at Rs. 1,05,000 showing
"~ a reduction of 98 per cent in quantity and 98
per cent in value.

Cement production :—This is steadily going
up. In 1926-27, we produced 4,07,000 tons;
in 1931-32, we produced 5,92,000 tons, an in-
crease of 45 per cent in five years in quantity.

Cutting Prices

You will notice in the figures that 1 have
quoted that often the value of imported articles
has dropped disproportionately to the decrease
in quantity. This is partly due to the fact that
foreign manufacturers, when they find that we
have successfully put on the market a similar
home-made product, immediately reduce their
prices as they usually have got the necessary
capital and means to sell even at a loss for a
time, and, when we fall into the trap and
succumb to the temptation of buying cheaper
articles, we will destroy our own industry.
Immediately, our new struggling industry is
strangled, the foreign manufacturers raise their
prices again to the old or higher level, secure
in having got us in their grip again.

We are told much about fiscal freedom,
but it is an idle and deceptive talk ; for, unless
our power to impose new tariffs results in the
Freation of new industries, that power in itseif
15 of no help to the country. High tariffs by
themselves result in tempting into this country
foreign capital which adds to our state of helpless.
ness. The match industry and the attempts now
being made in regard to the manufacture of
soap and vegetable products are cases in point.

Banking. Insurance And Shipping

It would be narrowing down the connota-
tion of the term Swadeshi to confine our gaze
to goods made in India and leave out of our
purview the economic services which are the
Jife-blood of the economic organisation of any
modpm community. The drain through the
toreign control of shipping has been calculated
at about 50 crores of rupees per

annum, being about 9 crores in

" | hition n¢ Kumbakonam.,
&B\g Jmafam

coastal traffic, 38 crores in foreign traffic
and 3 crores in passenger traffic. Even
if we cannot secure by legislation the reser-
vation of the country’s coastal traffic to the
country s nationals, all, who are interested in‘the
coastal trade, can reduce the drain by patro-
msing  and giving their freight only to
Indian .shlpping services, whereever they
are available. What applies to shipping applies
In a yet larger measure to banking. Compared
with Indian shipping, Indian banking has made
considerable headway in recent times in break-
igtge:i:\:m the monopoly established by foreign
mones <Si And let 1t not be forgotten that the
el e s forien bals o mot
. or Indian trade and indus-
tries and that the control of the ba s veste
i ¢ t anks is vested
pr:arsl())?]?lxeels fW.hICh are wholly alien, while the
pers of the superior staff is almost to a man
orelgn.  'We who believe in Swadeshi must

confine our patronage i
: ge in the m r
to Swadeshi institutions, atter of ban:ing

Insurance

In the line of life assurance buqiness‘
may feel some satisfaction at the incre‘ase}‘n' tze
business of Indian companies, but tﬁat v ¥
progress must make us eager to beg our e
to see that even the remainin o ol

ee tt he 1 g drain through
non-Indian companies is prevented The t
assurance business at the end of 1930 at o
to 7]7 thousand policies with 154 cro; o pmted
ance in force and 8 crores premium P
this amount, premium amounting to. 4Out of
Eelonbgs to non-Indian companies Out S)rfotf}?:
ew bus i ia,
Showegsm}essd in 1930,_ the Indian companies
alead by having to their credit 15%
;rq(;r]?;t Insurances and 1 crore prcmi(tlfn as
insumnclzzznm:xnidcl((l)n lc‘ommn'es having 124 crores
o sand 6 ;.k}_ls premium.  Regarding
tion ,i% ni(l)rtme, and ACCI,dfmt Insurance the posi-
. en(i' So'good. Po-day, we Indians are
nil‘mn‘eﬂfn%er”)lf*fﬂ 6% crores as premia for fire
: g 010r car insurance. Q is
amount. . ut of this
o 1t%, Sccrroorree: io tonon-Indian companies and
Deonle o ;t o In'dizm companies, If our
Tndian o .- & boint to insure only with
T lmm?‘lsgar:l‘ens there would be n large saving
] and many more companies 1d be
starte o
nnmhgr glf\(l)zgr{ )il;u;loymcm o Considerable
in this coumrw1 oPe and money could be kevt

T Bl e —— -
X racted from g speech delivered at the

All-India Makamagam Swadeshi Exhi-

g
ailfh. 'S

Cast-Iron Pipe Industry

2 1. Mysore Chamber of Commerce has sent

a resolution to the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry for dis-
cussion at the latter's annual meeting at Delhi
to be held in April next, asking for protection for
the cast-iron pipe industry against the present
serious competition from outside, mostly from
countries with depreciated currencies such as
japan. The resolution urges upon the Govern-
ment of India to enhance the tariff duty on
imported pipes so as to discourage direct com-
petition with local manufactures. The Cham-
ber thinks that a duty of Rs. 50 per ton or 50
per cent. ad wvaloren, whichever is higher
would be justifiable. The resolution further
states that, in view of the importance of the
industry to the country, a tariff value of about
Rs. 140 a ton may at least be substituted for
the ad valorem rate now being adopted in the
Indian Customs Tariff so as to secure im-
mediate relief to the Indian cast iron-pipe
industry.

The Bhadravathi Iron Works, the greatest
commercial enterprise undertaken by the
Mysorc Durbar, manufactures cast iron pipes,
which compare very favourably with pipes
imported from foreign countries,

Their Exhibition Halls

A new Ixhibition Hall at Olympia connec-
ting the present building by a sub-w}W an
galleries is to be erected on the adjoining site
of seven and quarter acres at a total cost of
over £1,500,000. The new building will be
525 feet long, 350 feet wide, and 120 feet high.
The present grand hall at Olympia is 425 feet
long. Two galleries of the new
hall are each to be twice as wide &

as the galleries in the present hall. The two
buildings combined provide one million feet
show space exclusive of restaurants, office
accomodation etc.

Japanese Sugar Candy.

The extent to which the Indian sugar
industry has been affected by the dumping of
sugar candy from Japan is clearly borne out in
the memorandum submitted by the Sugar Candy
Association to the Commerce Member cf the
Government of India. It is stated that Japan
is obtaining from Cuba and Formosa raw
sugar at very cheap rates; that import duty is
being refunded on all exportations of sugar
candy ; that bounty in Japan is being granted
to exporters; and that, owing to the depreciated
currency of Japan which has gone off the Gold
Standard and the fall of the Yen, Japanese
factories had the advantage of very low freight
to Indian ports in view of the fact that Japanese
manufactures are able to undersell their goods
in India. It is also pointed out that by continu.
ing the present policy, the Government will
suffer a loss of Rs. 32 lakhs in customs
revenues. It would also lead to the dis.
mantling of Indian factories and throwing on
the streets thousands of labourers. Japanese
shipping industry is being subsidised by the
Government of the country. The memorandum
has further stated that Japanese sugar candy is
being sold in' the I[ndian market at about
Rs. 16-8.0 per cwt. whereas Indians could not
afford to sell country-made sugar at less than
Rs. 18-8.0 per cwt. The memorandum, there-
fore, has urged that the Indian producer is
entitled to claim against Japan additional

import and dumping duties.
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Sugar Industry In Madras

In the course of a communication to the
Press, the Director of Industries, Madras says,
“The Madras Presidency is one of the most
suitable parts of India for sugarcane cultivation
and a campaign has been started by the Agri-
cultural Department with a view to the further
extension of the area under crop. The sugar
requirements of this Presidency can, it is
estimated, be met by bringing in an additional
35,000 acres under cultivation. The capital re-
quired for a factory to crush 100 tons of cane per
day is Rs. 2 lakhs and on an average 400 acres
will be required to supply a factory with cane.
Of the capital of Rs. 2 lakhs, Rs. 1,50,000 will
be absorbed in plant and machinery, the balance
being required for land, water-supply, construc-

tion of buildings etc. Estimates of machinery
and plant and other details for a 100 ton sugar
factory can be obtained from me.

It is considered that the development of the
sugar industry in the Presidency affords a suita-
ble and reasonably safe field for the enterprise
of capitalists, and various ways of providing
the requisite finance are at present under con-
sideration. In the case of the smaller growers
of cane, however, the best course would be for
owners of 400 acres of sugarcane-growing land
to join together and form themselves into co-
operative sugar manufacturing societies. There
seems to be considerable scope for the organi-
sation and development of the industry in this
Province on co-operative lines, loans for sugar
factories being raised from the Central Banks on
the security of the 400 acres of land and the

plant and buildings at about 6% per cent repay-
able in five annual instalments. Persons who
are interested in the setting up of sugar factories
with the aid of loans from Central Co-operative
Banks should address the Registrar of Co-
operative Societies, who will be pleased to supply
further particulars and place enquirers in touch
with the Central BBank who are prepared to
make such advances.

Indian Railways

The Report of the Railway Board on the
Indian Railways for the year ending 31st March
1932, discloses that the gross receipts of the
State-owned railways were lower by 8% crores
owing to the world-wide economic depression.
The total earnings of all the Indian Railways in-
cluding those with which the Government of
India is not directly concerned amounted to Rs.
97°21 crores of which Rs, 5873 crores or 604
per cent were from goods traffic, Rs. 31'35
crores or 32'3 per cent from parcels, luggage
and miscellaneous items.

Passenger earnings decreased from Rs.
3429 crores during 1930-31 to Rs. 31°35 crores
during the year under review showing a drop
of 858 per cent resulting from smaller move-
ment of passengers travelling long and short
distances, which was due to the decrease in the
spending power of the people combined with
the general unrest in the country.

Earnings from goods traffic on all railways
decreased by Rs. 5°68 crores chiefly under cot-
ton, raw and manufactured fuel (coal) wheat,
sugar, oil-seeds, jute, raw metallic ores railway
materials and stores.

TEXTILE

The cotton textile industry is the best in-
stance of what Swadeshi has achieved. Before
March of 1930 when a vigorous propaganda
was launched in favour of the Swadeshi

INDUSTRY

shire cloth. Under these circumstances, the
wave of Swadeshi came as a godsend to our
textile industry. As a result of the Swadeshi
movement, stocks rapidly diminished and pro-

cloth, our cotton industry was in a somewhat duction increased as well as sales.  Figures of
miserable plight. it had not yet recovered production for three years prior to 1931 are

from the evil consequences of the 18d ratio and
the labour troubles of 1928 and 1929.  Stocks Year Yarn in Ibs.
; A substantial measure of  1928-29 648,295,956
protection was granted by the Government in  1929-30 833,559,849
1930 : still preference was given to the Lanca- 1930-31

kept on increasing.

given below.

Cloth in lbs.
445,656,573
562,236,708

867,044,558 590,336,923

(5

| SO TN AL O TTA WA AND 1 OZ I

Buy Indian first ; Buy Indian next; Buy Indian always.
Buy Indian and employ Indian Labour;
Buy Indian and encourage Indian Industries;
Buy Indian and keep your money in the Country;
Buy Indian and develop National Industries;
Buy Indian and become self reliant and self supporting.

“ Buy Indian and Be Indian”’

Buy Indian and buy MYSORE SANDAL SOAP.

During 1929—1930
INDIA IMPORTED Rs. 1,66,68,406 worth of SOAP

T UL e T T e QA st s et AR i R R T

ls this amount not worth saving by continuously buying

INDIAN SOAPS ONLY?

USE MYSORE SANDAL SOAP
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Available Everywhere

[HERIUE R S A

|

GOVERNMENT SOAP FACTORY,
BANGALORE.

=
=
=
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EVIDENCE BASED
ON PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE

READ WHAT
THE  EX-JUDGE, HIGH COURT,  MADRAS.
SIR C. V. KUMARASWAMI SASTRIAR KT., BA., BL:
Writes 1—

CONSULT 1 have known Dr. E. S

in person Gopan for :Z)rrlne y‘;ars.ana

or WRITE consider hi

it i & ey gond

Pandit His “KAYASIDDHI
E. 3. GOPAN MAKARADHWAJA " is

a good Tonic and his
‘VETTIVER THAILAM®
a very good bathing oil.
His knowledge of Ayur-
vedic Science is deep and
his experience as a Doctor
wide. Ishall always be
glad to hear of his Success
(Sd). C.V, Kumaraswamy Sastriar
30—9-—1932.

pulse specialist

GUARANTEE OF CURE

in cases of Leucoderma,
Diabetes, Paralysis, Rheu-
matism, Venereals, Asthma,
Consumption, Piles, Menstrual
Disorders, Sterility and all
other chronic and complicated
ailments left hopeless undertaken

F. VIM!
VIGOUR 1 ¢ VITALITY !I!

KAYASIDDHI MAKARADHWAJA

One Phial of 40 Pills Rs. 5,
THE TAMIL NADU AYURVEDIC P
HA
44, Govindappa Naick Street, RMACY.PL-(I;DiR S
o 4t . i ) ) ox 278' MADRA )
Telegrams : ‘* Kayasiddhi ™ Madras. (Wanted Agents Apply) Phone 3767.

— e
et P,

emm@%@mm

% % USE ALWAYS o
| @ ! SARASWATI INKS
% For wholesale and retail quotations %

;

Guaranteed for Fountain Pens & Steel Nibs
please write to

Local Distributors :—
S GANESH & Co,

Obtained Several Gold & Silver Medals.

Used by Madras Go !
Lo vernment and Severa
District and Taluk Boards with appreciations
1/90, Wallajah Road,

Mount Road, Madras. %
R. NATARAJA & CO., % The Calcutta Industrial Magazine Marchs

ztx.nd sold everywhere by all important Sta°
loners, Wholesale and Retail.

103 —
6, West Bouleward Road, I speaks :

“Saraswathi Fountain Pen Inks aré

quite satisfactory and are found to be equd
to the best Foreign make."’

Teppakulam, Trichinopoly.

)

%

% THE NATIONAL SOAP &
% CHEMICAL WORKS Ltd.,
|

CALCUTTA.
A Separate advertisement appears SARASWATI INK WORKS,

on the back cover page. 27, Vydinatha Mudali St., G. T., Madras-

Samples can be had Free on application at
factory:—

Devi Press,

1/17, MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS.

ARTISTIC
PRINTERS

Now is the time for you to g0 after

much needed new business. It will

cost you nothing to consult us when

printing your Catalogues, Price Lists

etc.

TP R G T R DR

s
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S AND PAINS,

Sole Agents for

Madras Presidency and Mysore :— \ AMRUTA
NJAN DE
Messrs. SHIYAM & Co., L MadrasJ B Ho
| : 6, Bunder Street, Madras. J a dc’ lombay
n alcutta.
A Index to Advertisers,
Bm’“ta:la“ ;Dep'ot e VI Madras Pencil Factory I
anga Luxmi Toilet Soaps vee 11l The Mabaraja Perfumery M
Behar Chemical Miscellany .. 1 | . Ns e
e
Buy Indian League—Carbons, *tionsl Soxp and Chemical
Ribbons and Snowgum Cover i Works Ltd., Calcutta .... Back Cover
Devi Press Vv Parijat Soap Works, Calcutta,

S. Ganesh & Co. v IV Front Cover
Government Soap Factory, Saraswati Inks v
. .

angalore . In Tamil Nadu Ayurvedic
F. N. Gooptu & Co. SR | Pharmacy Ltd
. .\
Sy you sauw it in Buy Indian; ggppmmmmmmns

cl‘

Page VI ’S"L,&
XGem2, 05300
N Y PEA L 6

Copies of “BUY INDIAN” can be had from the
following agents and Higginbothams Railway book-

stalls.

Benares— M. C. & Company.
Bodinayakanur—S. Veerabadran Chetty.
Calcutta—S. Ganesh.

Calicut—P. R. Bhat.
Chidambaram—The Vinayakam House.
Cuddalore—S. R. Srinivasa Tatachari.
Dindigul —N. Venguswamy.
Kotagiri—Moorthy Bros.
Kumbakonam—C. S. Deekshitar & Co.
Mannargudi—S. Subramaniam.
Mayavaram—K. Ramanujam & Bros.
Mysore—Karnataka News Agency.
Nidadavol—K. C. Chennakeshava Aiyar.
Ootacamund—Patrick & Co.
Pallatur—N. P. Ramaswamy
Sivaganga—Meenakshi & Co.
Shiyali—The Vinayakam House.
Tanjore—Maniam Brothers.
Tanuku—K. C. Chennakeshava Aiyar.
Tinnevelly—K. Ganapathia Pillai.
Tiruvarur—Dr. V. V. Naganathan.
Trichinopoly—R. Nataraja & Co.
Trichur—S. Venkatrama lyer.
Tuticorin—P. Samuel.
Vizagapatam—Swadeshi Prachat Mandali.

Agents wanted for unrepresented areas.

For terms apply to:—

' The Mamager, “‘BUY INDIAN”
int Road, Madras.
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H :/ DAS Gupry

s

value of daily bath. .

spurious imitations. .

MIISK

— The popular ‘NASCO’ product —

A distinctive Gents' Toilet Soap, superbly
finished. It definitely adds to the hygienic

.
*

The original ‘MUSK’ Soap Survives all ! G“ Q _

o Women's own Soap —
A delicate product attuned to use in

delicate skin—a scented velvetive brush
for soft and supple limb.

NATIONAL SOADP

GE= CHEMICAL wORKS v

CALCUTTA

Printed by K. N. Vembu at Devi Press, Mount Road, and Publisheg t
for the Buy Indian League, Armenian: Sttisr:ha
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