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Mr. Ramsay Macdonald has reiterated his view that
Germany must be concedod, in principle, equality of
status, Pxactly as India has heen conceded, in principle,
Responsibility.

* * *

A committeo of hosts, says a report, gave a delightful

-garden pirty to Sir M. Usman.  We understand that no

special weight is to be attached to this periodic function
in honour of the guest.
* * *

In the Punjab Council, the Chief Secretary took a
now member to task for ‘making ignorant romarks® in
his maiden speech.

We agroe that this privilege should be earned by

geniority.
%K * *

“ When nare retived officials re-employed in special
posts to be re-retired ?’—asked Mr. Hamid Khan.
Not until the pressure from other unemployed
retired men becomes really acute.
* * *
Says 2 Madras Mail Nows Head-line: ‘Hammond
197 Nut Out.’ Clearly a hard un for the bowlers to

crack !
k & %

* Bllephants for sale’—says another. We always
instruct our agent not o buy white ones.

* * *

The Y. M. C. A. Athenaeum ° talked oub ' a debate on
the ‘Ethics of Suicide,” We attribute thig indecision to
the venerable example of our legislators.

* *

A Bengal Government Press Communique announces
that the Presidential speech as well as the resolutions of
the 47th Indian National Congress could neither be deli-
vered nor moved. But it very gportingly gives a summary
of both. In this a hint to Congressmen to utilise Govern-
ment machinery for their future propaganda ?

k * *

Help or we sink—is the S. 0. 8. of Indian carpeb

manufacturers, urging protection against] foreign com-

%

petition. ;
If they can make their carpets sink, they peed not.

An “ Tlat More Fimits’ campaign i« osseniial in this
country, says Mr. Siva Rao; and appeals to the Railway
authorities to co-operate.

Tho Goods-traffic soction have long ngo anficipated
Mr. Siva Buao; for we have never received our pareols
infach.

* * B3

The League is beginuing to ach vigorously. I says

what it likes, while member-states do what they like,
* ¥ *

A depusbation from Coylon is proceeding to Delhi {o
negotinte a trade agreement bebwoen the two countries.
Interviewed, the leuderv of the doputation said that they
would present a ‘ stiff front.”

At dinner, we presume.

® * *

Mr. Churchill does not wish to participate in the
reconquest of India, a few years hence. It has always
heen o sore point with him that he could not be present
at the original conquest of this country.

* * *
There is, however, every prospsect of bis coming out

as a special War-correspondent.
* % sk

“ What are you there for ?"'~—thundered Mr. Ramn-
swamy Mudaliar, pointing an accusing finger ut the Indian
Members of the Viceroy’s Council.

Inter alia, to keep the others out !
%K * *

The Assembly adjoutrned the consideration of g
motion for the release of Gandhiji, sine die. We have
nothing but admiration for the members who thus out-
witted the attempt to defeab it.

* * *

Mr. Anklesaria wa3 greeted by ironic laughter in the

Assembly ; but he was equal to the occasion, and reforted,

‘ He laughs best who laughs last. " We therefore propose
to wait till after the birth-day honours are announced.

* * B
Mr. Jaghav revealed the fact that Mr. Anklesaria

was returned by the constituency, which was formerly
represented by Mr. Patel, the ex-President of the

Assembly.
Serve the Assembly right !
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NOTES

An"Opening for Educated Unemployed

An Opening for Educated Unemployed  _2°

{Kuxos)

AT a recent clection to the Senate, “the

Supreme Governing Body ” of our
venerable alma mater, the University of Mad-
ras, has rejected the Right Reverend Dr.
Harry Waller, Liord Dishop of Madras, (Cam-
bridge Blue, Classical Scholar, Doctor of
Divinity, olean Sporbsman, true Chrigtian,
perfeet Gentleman, sincere Liover of India,—
bubt obviously very poor Electioneerer) in
favour of Messrs. Krishna Rao Bhonsle,
Ahmed Mecran Salib and Ayyasami Chettiar,
~three eminent citizens, of whosc academic
and other qualifications the erudite moembers
of the Senate know appavently a great deal
more than the ill-informed writer of this article.
With comparable taste and discrimination,
the same august body of leading Edueca-
tionists have rejected Mr. 'I'. R. Venkatarama
Sastri (an aspuring young vakil, who is not
even a Boy Scout) and the Rev. If. Berbram
(a2 junior tutor in one of our suburban
Colleges) in favour of persons who, whether or
no they were superior to these rojected candi-
dates in wisdom and virtue, in status and
geographical propinguity, could not have heen
inferior to them in the the art, craft and
technique of Electionecring.

All this is by way of introduction to a very
desirable, practical and profitable proposal
which I shall now unfold for tlie considera-
tion and acceptance of the “educated unem-
ployed” of this progressive though ancient
land. While the market for every commodity
for which there is a fairly steady demand and
of which there is o fairly regular supply has
been organized on a scientific basis, is it not
a pity and a privation that the VOTE—that
most precious of all commodities in an en-
lightened and democratic age—should still be
left to the inefficient handling of blundering
amateurs ? The recent academic elections to
which we have adverbed in the first paragraph
of this manifesto are incidents not worth any
notice in themselves; but they are highly
significant as bringing out most forcefully the
urgent need and the momentous importance
of a professional agency and a developed
technique in the manipulation of Votes, even
where the Votes are obtainable gratis. liet us,

()/\7

for the sake of a telling analogy, imagine that
the Right Revd. gentlernan desires the re-
moval (of course, anthorised and legally sane-
tioned) of 200 flower-pots from the Botanical
Nursery across the road to his own spacious
compound ; how much simpler, surer and safer
would it be for hun to entrust the task o a
firm of contractors possessed of patience, lor-
ries and experience, than to take it all on
hunself 2 We should say that he was very
old-fashioned indecd in his ways if he per-
sonally attewpted such a tosk. (The circums-
tunce that the pots were a ¢ift and not a pur-
chase does mot alter the case iu the least.)
The learned Divine is not altogether without
nous ; and he ought to have realised that the
collection and removal of vobing papers is not
a less arduous and exacting process, and
demnands not less but more of methodical
labour and attention to detatl, than the nur-
ture and the removal of the most delicate
plants.

But it 18 generally recognised that while
ab Universiby elections, Vobes ave to be wangled,
wheedled or wrested, coaxed, cajoled or can-
vassed out of people, at most other elections,
Votes, whether in blocks or in single units,
could only be purchased or re-purchased, like
other kinds of tloating stock or serip, at prices
which vary within fixed limits in accordance
with a formula which is capuble of precise
statistical determmination by specialists. It ig
quite time that we rose above visionary,
sentimental and ecthical considerations and
adopted and acted upon a sternly realistic and
scientific attitude to all conterporary social
phenomena and opportunibies, whether drink-
ing, racing or vobing. And assuming thig
attitude, it 18 at once clear that from every
point of view, whether that of the buyer or
the seller, these Votes are very valuable
“ economic goods” and should be made the
concern or *stock in trade” of a highly-
organised, professional agency, which should
be responsible, solely or in very large measure,
for the collection and supply of Voteson g
strictly commercial, non-political basis, regard-
less of all petty considerations of personal
character, of party or of political principles,
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We stress the non-political character of this
proiessional service, for outside abhorred
Russia, it is a well-established and  dearly-
cherished creed of orthodox cconomists thab
the economic machinery must never be allowed
to be interfered with by mere politicians.

Having thus far demonstrated the theo-
retical soundness of the proposal, let us now
proceed to prove its practicability and illust-
rate its fruitful applications. Does not society
even now permit the employment of under-
takers for performing and attending %0 our
funerals, of matritaonial agents for arranging
and celebrating these interesting domestic
events, of lawyers to cmulpct onr cases, of
architects to design and engineers to build our
honuses for us? In employing and remuncra-
ting these professional people, does any citizen
feol the lenst conscientious scruple? Is 1t not
equally reasonable and advantageous to h.:Lye
‘Tlectioneerers’ who would be whole-time
workers and trained experts at their special and
chosen profession, and who would whether
on a contractual basis for .contmued. periods
or for odd jobs or as Standing Electioneecrers
or on other suitable terms, carry on our
elections on behalf of and in the 1nrt(?1'est§ of
their principals and employers. The 1(}%
itself, it may be added, is by no means new ; for
already it is a matter of fact that this bu'smei)ss
is being carried on in an unsystematic way by
aneducated people ; ours is only an attempt to
elevate it into a learned and organised profes-
gion with a status and a philosophy of its own.

In estimating the prospects of business,
it is gratifying to nolec fivst ‘of all t}!la:l_] the
elections already in vogue 1u ‘( ‘ollege .I,;nlonsi,
Universities, Chambers of Commerce, Bank
‘Directorates, Managing ~Cowmmittees of
Schools, Colleges, Clubs, ete., ;\[)um'olpahm.e‘s,
Maluk Boards, Listrich T;oards, Presidentships
and Vice-Presidentships, local and a,_ll-;[ndm
Legislative Councils, etc. —are sufficiently
agumerouss jrequcub zmd_hutm,y gontesﬁed. But
it must not be forgotten thit with tl_le_advent of
the impending Hoa_mngglon (or Wﬂ_hlngho-fue)
Reforms, elections in this country will attain a
frequency, & multiplicity, a magnitude and a
complexity which 1t will be sheer criminal
folly to ignore. It may thus be confidently
asserted that the proposed Electioneering

Traculty could provide active, lucrative and
continuous employment for all our promising
graduates who are not yet engaged in any of
the older professions and trades.

We are very anxious, ab least for the
present, to restrict the practice of this new
profession to Graduates, because we are firmly
convinced that Electioneering will ultimately
become a subject of University study: and it
is our dearest ambition that this Science of
which we are the founders and pioneers should
be recognised as a subject of post-graduate
study, like the noble and allied subject of
Law, and not a mere undergraduate faculty,
like Agriculburs, Medicine or Engineering.

All Graduates, therefore, who are in-
terested in the proposal and who are cager to
take up this lofty mission of at once relieving
unemployment and placing a highly-organised
and technically-expert* service at the disposal
of all patriots who can atford to pay for it
should apply sharp to Kunos,

Cure of The Merry Magazine.

P. 8.—As soon as the contemplated
Institute 1s formed and chartered, Govern-
ment will be approached (i) for the aholition
of the statutory maximum limit on election
expenses ; and (ii) for the conferment on the
members of the cxclusive right to practise the
profession. As for (i), it is strongly felt even
now that the imposition of this maximum is
unjust and immoral and amounts indeed to
an intolerable outrage on the liberty of the
individual. When a man falls ill or goes to
court, there 18 no statutory limit set to hig
medical or legal expenses. This invidious ang
unmerited handicap from which members of

our profession suffer (and those of the othey -

professions are free) should be removed forth-
with. As for (ii), we claim the same exclusive
right to practise our profession as lawyers now
enjoy to practise theirs. In any litigation a
party can act and argue <u propuia persona or
through an advocate, but never through an
unenrolled agent. Similarly, in an election a
candidate can canvass himself or through a
member of the Institute of Flectioneers, but
he should not be permitted to employ an
unqualified private agent.
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He was an_old man and so, many dis-
putes would be usually referred to him.

It was morning. After bath, ablutions
and pooja, he had taken coffece when a
gentleman came in and stated his cuso.

The old man listened woll and said with
emphasis, “ You «re right.”

Sometime later, the other party camo
and represented his casa,

The old man Iistened well and said,
LU %4 .

Yes, you are right.”

His young daughter had been listening
to both. She began to kwugh terribly. The
father began to chide her for her folly in
laughing for nothing.

The girl then asked him, ‘ Dear fathor,
you told the other man in the morning
that his case was right. You told this man
just now that his case was right. How
can it be? Only either of them can be
right ; the other must be wrong.”

The old man scratched his head, shrug-
ped his shou'ders and muttered ou,
*Yos, dear, you are also right{”

R. Lakshmunan, Seidapet.
* £z *

An Indian gentleman wkile travelling
in Belgium, saw a sign board over a bar-
ber's shop. He read it thus— Hullo,
What do you think, I wiil shave you for
nothing and give you a drink’ The
Indian gentleman was much pleased and
ho entored the shop and got himself
niccly shaved, He thon demanded the
drink. Much to his mortification the
shop-keeper said, “ Oh, friend, You do
not seem to have read the board. It is said
there— What? Do you think I will shave
you for nothing apd give you n drink?”’
The Indian gontleman paid  the
foos for shaving and came away.

Mrs. V. K. Nayakee, Madras.

* % . *

A youth was applying for a postasa
Book-keeper. ‘“Of course,” said the
manager,’” you understand double entry?”

“Oh, yes sir,” replied tae youth. “In
my last place they had triple entry---one
set of books for the boss, a second for the
shareholders, and a third for the income-
tax people.” .
8, Pattabiraman, Mylapore.
* * *

“Dear teacher,” wrate a parent, who
evidently disapproved of corporal punish-
ment, “don’t hit our Ramu. We never
@0 it at home except in self-defence.”

—T, D. Nataraj, Tiruppur.

WA mixed party of visitors was beng
taken through the locomotive workshops
of o Railway company, by the manager.
The day washotand the guide was getting
a little more than peeved at having to
answer somo of the questions of a boring
type of woman.

Sho asked him, “What is that large iron
thing ?"

Manager -—" Oh, it i an engino boiler.”

She :~"Fancy! But why do you have
to boil engines ?”

Manager :—" Well, madam, how dlse
should we make the locomotive tender »"

R. M. Simhan, Rovapettah.
* % *

An active verb shows actieh, as in the
sentence, He kissed her. A passive verb
shows passion, as in the sentence, Ske
kissed hi:z. —8. R. A*yyar, B. A, *{Bombay.

Among the applicants toa post in the
Railway, there was one who had comple-
ted the 5. 8. L. C. in the second attempt.
When the Railway official went thro’ his
certificate book and found the word
‘ enncelled’ writton across a page, he asked :
“What is the meaning of this?” “That
is the cancelled page, sir,” the fellow
replied and he was solected. When ano-
ther appeared, who had completed S.8.7..C.
even in the first attempt, the sama official
asked “ Where is your cancelled page

T. 8. Govindnnl?k. A.,Bod-inngakamw.

A student, dressed neatly, enters the
house of his Principal and gives the
servant a eard, which the latter took to
his master. The card runs as follows:
C. P. B. Nath, L. C. 8. Looking-at the
card, the Principal dresses himself to meet
the L. C. S. and the student enters.

Principal :— Rangan, don’t disturb me
now, I want to meet an 1. C. 8. (turning
to tho servant) ‘ Let the gentleman in.’

Servant :—{Astonished) ‘ Here he is.’

Principal :—(Angrily) ‘Rangan, what
do you mean by C. P. R. Noth ?’

Student :—(Calmly) ‘C, P. Ranganath,
sir.’

Principal :—(Irritated) ‘ What do you
mean by L. C. 8 ?

Student :—(Composedly) ‘Intermediate
Class Student, sir.”

Pyin ipal :—(Disappointedly) - What do
you want ?’

Student :—*1 want to econsult you whe-
ther I can sitin this dress for the group
photo !’ —R. B. Chander, Tiruvarur.

Namz of Prizz Winner on Editor's Page.

A practienl man was confronted in g
dark lane by a ruffian, late in the night,

“Hand over all your money, or I will
blow your brains out,” threatened the
ruffian,

“Blow away,” calmly replied the man
of the world, “one can get on very well
in this city without brains, but not with-
out money.” :
~V. Ganapathi, Triplicane.
* * %

A rather stout gentleman approached a
booking window and demanded a ticket.

“ Wait please,” came the answer of the
bocking elerk.

“Do you mean to say that you are
issuing tiokets according to weight 2’
roared the stoub gentleman at the win-
dow. !

G. A. Krishnan, George Town,
* % s

Ste:—“Darling, dad is giving us n cheque
for Rs. 1,000 for a wedding present.”

He :—"Then we must be married at two
o'clock ingtead of three o'clock,”

She :~" Why, dear ?”

He:—"“The bank closes at three o’clock.’

8. Chandrapalan, B. A. Shiyali

£

Magistrate :—(Turning o Prisoner)
“Woell, what is your name, your profession
and what are you charged with 2"

Prisoncr :—" My name is Eveready: I
am an glectrician by trade, and I am
charged with battery.”

Magistrate :—(Turning to constable) “ T
sce, constable, put this Eveready in a dry
cell I”? —8. Gopal, Mylagore.

* %* =

Mrs. Smith was very inquisitive to
learn some latest news about her neigh-
bour, Mr. Jone. She turned towards ‘her
husband, who was deeply immersed in the
newspaper, and said, “Smith, can you
find anything about Mz, Jone’s running
over his mother-in-law 2"’

Mr. Smith :——"Wait a little, my lady, 1
have not yet reached the Sporting News.”

—R. Ramanujan, Mayavayram,
* * b

Father to little son :— Woll
whom do you like to marry 27

Jimmy :~ 'l marey grandma,”

Father :—" What a fool you arg

Jimmy 5“'W011; daddy,” You married
ey mother - and I'l marry your inother.”

Miss, Ohinnamma, Cochin,

» Jimmy,
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TICKLERS

(TUT-TCT-T0T)

1 Annotate with reference to any context of your

{a).

(b).
(c).

{d).

oW1l N
Tlome, sweet home! there's no place like
home.
A favourite has no friend.
But 'l never more endure

To sit with empty hands ab homs.

Cemfort thyself, whab comfort is in me?

9. Write shert notes on =

(a).
(8).
().
{d).

The Indian Civil Service.
The Legislative Asserx.)bly.
The Anti-Dumping Bill.
Temple-Entry.

3. What do you know of i—

(a).
(b).
c).
(d).

1. (1)

{¢).

{d)-

The Lord Mayor of Madras.
Gir Hari Singh Gour.

Mr C.C. Biswas.

W, Macdonald.

ANSWERS TO TICKLERS

is gi ressi tural longing
This gives expression o the na ng
of a man exiled {from home. The sentiment
would be appropriate in_ the lpouhh of Mr.
Jinnah, who is becoming increasingly subject
t(; s of nostalgia. He has however taken a
yow not to return home, until eitiier his
¢amous fourteen points are wbolly conceded,
or it's tine for Tord Willingden to go,—
whichever is earlier. ; —
; vy .- 3 e 1 .
This is a political aphorism, and can /
tratod {rom everyday exporionce. We hla.ve
every reason to believe thab it was the melan-
choly reflection of Mr. Anklesaria on seeing
the list of invitees to the ansultatw_a
Committee—a list from which his name s
conspicuous by absence. ”

:s is the chorus of a song vory popu
‘Iw‘\l?ﬁx Sapru, Jayakar and other x‘noderat‘e
patriots of India. 'Their argument is thab it
is; better to go to London z_md return w1'th
empty hands, than to remain ab hgme with
empty hands. We think it conclusive.
gir John Simon's plaintive messa¥e” to the
British charge d'affaires in _3uss:a. when he
lerrned that some of the British accused had
pléaded quilty in open court, and then sought
to retract.
This is an example of the figure of speech

" called Buphemism, which means softeaing

The 1. C.S.is still predo-
i ian 1 X 1; ifs civiliby
antly vn-Indian in persounel;
;:lrrzlow aymatter of histdry—{vide what hap-
pencd ab Tellichery not a tho.usand years
ago)—; and the members of it, far from
being servants, 2are the masters of the

country,

harsh fruths.
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(b).

(o).

(d).

3. {a).

(@).

{c).

d).

- India.

This is ndia's premier Talkie house. Iti8
recognised by Law as an indispensable Pa}‘t
of the machinery of the principle thab {ts
mewmbers are fres to talk as they like, while
the government do as they like. Just now
it has special claims to public notice in that
the Opposition (a technjcal term signifying
a group of members opposed to one anoth'el‘)
is composed of two leaders without parbies,
and one party without a leader.

This is & measure intended to prevent Japan
from outrageously underselling Lancashire
in the Indian Market. It cannot be helped
if, incidentally, it gives some measure of
profection to the Indian Textile Industry.

A Himalayan irrelevance in the Nakional
struggle, devised by the mountainous
Mahatma, for purposes of relief— comic to the
outside world, hut tragic to us.

This is just now a person, not an office. If
was felt that the status of a Kumararajah
was ab last higher then that of & mere
president, which «ny one can become in these
demoeratic days. But Kumararajahs are nob
to be had for the mere asking. Hence the
change in the nomenclature. The title
* Lord Mayor " is certainly more euphonious,
and unfolds besides a distant prospect of the
British Peerage, which can still honour itself
by inviting to its ranks the scion of our chief
Nagarathar,

One of the most romantic careers in modern
Hag got on wonderfully well, in the
positive and comparative degrees. May still
achieve the superlative. He claims to be the
leader of & party in"the Assembly (vide
supra) humoronsly styled Nationalist, the
strength of which is never below one. Is
passionately interested in Truth, and is
often engaged in daring experiments with
it. Goes to Iingland at public expense, and, it
is to be feared, will comse back !

Mr. C. C. Biswas is another membser of the
Assembly, but hails from Bengal. (By the
way, to judge from government reports, our
gister province is full of terrorists, and to
judge from thig gentleman, it seems to be
also full of toadies. Wa wonder if there ig
any causal connection between the two.) Is
also proceeding to Ingland primarily, it
would seem, to give the Joint Committoe a
unique exhibition of the grace{ul art of pub-
lic genuflection.

QOne of the five Britons now being tried in
Russiz on charges of sabotage etec., To be
distinguished from Ramsay, of that ilk, the
titular Premier of England. The difference
“hetween them seems to be that William
Macdonald is in the habit of not meaning
what he says, whilo the other, of course,
never says what he means,

- the story yourself,

nable charities, to no purpose. A man of baser

Elephants and Kings

Elephants and Kings
(P. P. SAMUEL)

There was & Zemindar who cried =
“These twentytwo long years I've tried

To get the title ‘Raj’—

Not even ' Maharaj’—
% Yet......”” And he sobbed like a dear child,

Gopal ought to be careful about poking
fun at eminent men. Perhaps it is true that
in England a dog may bark at a king ; but, for
ought I know, in India, it is an impradent dog
that would even sneeze at anything bigger
than a country cat. Well, Gopal should be
warned in time, and not be allowed to go
about, like a born fool,

metal would have given it up as a bad job, but
the would-be Rajah knew that he was himself
the master of his political fate.

Naturally, his resolution for the New
Year was to bag the title, within a year, even
it he go$ broke in the attempt. Very sooun
there was a tide in his affairs which he took
at the flood. Poetry apart, a golden opporfu-
nity offered itself and he jumped atit. An
eminent British officer (who had a say in the
distribution of titles) was touring the Southern

retailing his yarn
which he calls * Elep-
hants and Kings”.
When you have read

you will agree with me
that he 18 in for it.
Here is the story :—

The Zemindar of
SBomapuram  was—in
American language—a
go-getter. At the age

Zeminday knew that
the british are a race
of sportsmen and
sportswomen who oc-
casionally love to leave
the daily round of golf
and tennis for a spot
of big-game hunting.
) “ A day after big-game
11' followed by a dainty
dinner—yes, that’s the

Districts of the Madras
4

Presidency. The
iy &f\ﬂ,p T ~
JJ 7
‘%5 LY] pu

of twenty-eight he had

card !’ said the Zemin-
dar to himself.

o st

come to the Gadi with
a vow that within a
span of two years he

“ My hair needs cutting b&dl‘y. ”
** Oh no, it needs cutting nicely, sir.”

But then a difficulty
cropped up. There-

would become 3 Rajah.
All that he wished for was that pressmen
ghould click their cameras in his face and that
the cannon should boom from Fort St. George
whenever he arrived in Madras. He didn’t
worry about the number of salutes accompany-
ing the title. Salutes are salutes—two or:
twenty ! ‘

A year of concentrated effort passed bys
and a fat list of Birthday Honours was pub-

‘lished. South India had a generous share of
.the Vanities, but Somapuram was not men-

tioned in the list. The Zemindar studied the
next day’s paper, from the advertisements to
the name of the publisher, to see if there were
any mistakes in the B. H. List. No! he had
disbursed a goodly lakh by way of Christmas
presents and contributions to varipus fashio-

were no tigers or lions
in his estate: neither wild elephants, except
once in a great whiles when they strayed
from the heart of the British reserve forest
adjoining. It would be rather difficult "to
arrange with a wild elephant to come out of
its way—even if one told it that the Sahib
was coming! But his tame tusker would lay
down his life for his master !

So the Sahib received ap invitation
(written on perfumed note paper and delivered -
by a flunkey in gold and velvet) begging him
to grace Somapuram by his benign presence”
and bag a couple of wild elephants before
dinner. The Englishman’s eyes sparkled at
the thought of big-blood ; the Memsahib said, « -
“Isn’t it just sweet ?”; and Somapuram was
sandwiched on the crowded programme bet-
ween a municipality and an ancient temple

~with frescoes,
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As soon as the {lunkey of Fate returned
from the eminent one, the Zemindar bougob a
costly aeroplanc and employed a pilot for a
month on a fabulous salary. My Rolls/
said he, “has no class to ib: it is only _goqd
enough for an ordinary zemindar. The Sahib
must fly from the railway station to my
palace.”

On the morning of the great day he kissed
his tusker on its forehcad, and asked a mahoub
to give it a mud-bath, lead it to a particular
spot in the reserve forest, throw 2 lot of earth
on ib, order it to stand there until it was told,
and come away iminediately. The forest
Ranger came to know of ib, and strongly
objected to the presence of an alien elephant
on British soil : but when he received a sealed
letter, with a neat little bit of green paper 1
it, from the zemindar, he changed his mind
and said that he had only been joking.

The party started at 11 a. m. mounted
on elephunts and armed with powerful rifles.
There were no beaters with drums sad things.
““ Not necessary, ” said the zemindar. ““There
are so many wild elephants in my estate thzft
one bumps his head against them if one doesn’t
keep one's eyes skinned.” But long four
hours’ tramp produced nothing exciting. They
did come across a boar or two, but they just
said “ Tehah ” and passed on. ‘

At 3 p.m. they had a hurried Spartan
lunch of twenty courses or so. Rather
anlucky,” said Somapuram; ¢ Otherwise we
should Lave come across a dozen by lunch
gime. I am beginning to feel sorry that 1
have troubled you for what looks like & wild

goose chase. ”

“Not at all,” said the DBriton.
: 11
sportsman must take his chances.
“ Oh, it is more enchanting than a night
in Honolulu, ” said the sportswonian.

“A

And after lunch they proceeded in ever-
narrowing circles towards the spot where the
faithful tusker was awaiting his fate. The

b e

sun was about o set when the elephants

suddenly came to a halt. And just fifty yards

in front stood a ‘ wild’ tusker—a mountain 0
{)Illl(é, with little plants sprouting from his
ack.

“ Gee!” said the Memsahib.

But her husband said it with the business
end of therifle, emptying both the barrels
simultaneously. With a loud roar and &
crash the brute bit the earth. And another
shot proved that the animal was stone dead.

“The most wonderful marksmanship I
have seen!” said the oily zemindar.

The marksman blushed like a turkey cock
and said (like a true Briton) that it was &
mere accident. ' '

“Heis a beauty,” said the lady, referr-
ing to the elephant, of course.

Then they dismounted and a nice photo-
graph was taken, with the Sahib standing on
the filth rib of the elephant (rifle and all), and
the Memsahib perching on its tusk, careless
like.

And lest they forget, the zemindar sent
them an enlarged copy of the photograph
(accompanied by seasonable fallaleries) just a
few weeks before Xmas and mentioned thatb
whenever they felt like bagging a couple of
elephants; or even small fry like wikl boar or
sambur, Somapuram was theirs.

Need the sequel be told ?.......... I fear it
must be on 1st January, 1910, the History of
India swelled up by a short paragraph, for the
zemindar of Somapuram was made a....cceeeenn.
RAO SAHIB! The ‘Rao’ is perhaps rather
common, but the ¢ Sahib’ should add an inch
to one’s stature.

But when the reporters reached the
palace with their question papers to interview
the Rao Sahib, they were told that he had
suddenly fallen ill and that the aeroplane had
gone to Madras to fetch a doctor.

Keep this copy of the Merry Magazine with you.
It may bring you five rupees,

o

.
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Amatenr Actiﬁé

Amateur Acting

(PRARRIT)

AMONG the words to be included in a new edition of

* Hohson-Johson,” the dictionary of Indian words,
is, we understand, Sabha—a Sanskrit word meaning an
assembly or association, now used as a regular termination

in the name of amateur dramatic associations in South
India.

Last year, even Nidragiri showed signs of a neiv

awakening by inaugurating the Sarvajana Ranjana Sabha.
Andiapps Chettiar, seller of brass vessels, and cha‘rman of
the munieipality, made a memorable speech on the ocea-
slon: “Tam glad that by the inauguration of this Sabha
we shall be removing a point of reproach against the
claim to civilisation and culbture of this ancient ecity.
Music and acting are among the greatest fine arts, and we
bave long wanted to organise an association in Nidragiri
to foster these arts. We witness the fulfilment of our
desires at last today. This Sabha, consisting as it does
of eduecated men ag membars, is sure to improve the ideals
of the South Indinn stage. The professional stage has, as
you all know, unfortunately fallen into disrepute and it
hardly knows what true dramatic ideals are. The mem-
bers of this Sabha are benefactors to the city. They confer
both pleasure and instruction on the inhabitants. To the
members themselves the Sabha will prove of the greatest
value. By association with one another in the practice of
& noble art, the members have the opporbunity to improve
their own minds.” The reader need not be surprised at
the eloquence of the Chettiar, for it was well known that
the speech he made on the important occasion was com-
posed for him by Subramania Aiyar B. A. L. T., Head-
master of the Andiappa Chettiar High School.

An Attack and the Assailant

Six months later, the Munieipal Council of Nidragiri
meeting under the presidency of Andiappa Chettiar (also
president of the Sarvajana Ranjana Sabha) passed a reso-
lution making a free grant of land to the Sabha to build a
theatre thereon. Mr. Venkataraman, who was widely
known as the whip of Nidragiri, wrote a long letter to the
newspaper attacking the resolution of the munieipality.
He first pointed out how unfortunate it was that ground
reserved originally for a child welfare scheme should be
voted away to a dramatic association of doubtful value.
He then proceeded to make a direct attack on the Sabha
which, he said, cast a pernicious influence on the town. He
wrote further: ** The Sabha pretended to imaprove the
ideals of the stage, but it has actually degraded them,
The members have not the brains to eompose a single
new dramatic scene, and they have staged mo play com-
posed later than *‘ Nandanar.” The highest standard of
aoting attained by the Sabha is represented by one who
plays the role of a snake-charmer. The Sabha has vulgas-
rised public taste by frying to please only through the
effects of the grotesque or the bizarre. The Sabha is also
corrupting the morals of the town. It bas persistently
maintained its quarters in the centre of the Dancing
Girls’ Street. The secretary is, “Pparn, dent
reader of “ Lady COardigan's RecolleCtiefSy" is great

arbition is, we learn, fo run a Parrot Club ab Nideagiri,
The boys of the local schools have also been frequently
drawn upon to sustain parts, especially those of girls, in
the Sabha's performances, and this has rained their {further
aducational progress. The members acting in the dramas
are aequiring morbid manners, and female coquettishnass
has, we learn, become prominent in the vakils’ room in
law-courts, It is a shame thab the municipality should
pamper with s free grant of land an institution which is
really a temple of vicious practices.” The most interesting
aspect of Venkataraman's attack was that he himself was
a member of the Sabha. When asked about his attack,
Venkataraman said his only motive was to bring Andi-
appa Chettiar into disgrace.

“He is a brainlesy idiot, you know, it is time the
follow's glories ceased. I cave precious little for the
morality of this town, it has been rotten for ages. I don't
believe myself in mozality,” says Veunkabaraman.

“ But you have written about this Parrot Club—
agks his interlocutor. :

‘1 like to cover vice with the refinement of learning.
Some have described me as a Bhishma in chastity, but I
am not wanting in virility, I indulge in a variety of tastes.
This ignoramus of the Sabha’s secretary has not read a’
single English book. It was I that introduced him to
Lady Cardigan’s book and T have given him an expressive
term tc designate the achivities of the Sabha,” says
Venkataramsn, Venkataraman was a master of emphatia
expression. The secretary of the local tennis club used to
live in perpetual terror of him, for Venkataraman's usual
reply to any remonstrance from him was, ** Look hers, I
shall pulverise your bones.”

It is not our business to chronicle here the flerce
controversy into which Nidrogiri was plunged as a result
of Venkataraman's attack on the Sabha and the Muniei-
pality, in the newspaper. We shall pass to the great’
dramatic societies in the city of Madras which bave been
the obvious moedel and source of inspiration to the mofus-
gil sabhas.

The Joy of Powder and Paint

Imagine the sensation of glory imparted by powder ' -
and paint. Think of the marvel of transforming faces . i
dark as negro into fair, angelic complexions. It is a rave -
pleasure to recollect the long hours of making up in the' é

_ green room, when the men chatted incessantly and made

jokes to one another. It was the time when electrisity
had just come into use and the brilliance of the elestric -
light and the power of the electric fan were squally, *
dazzling. Gdnapathi Alyar, on the wrong side of forby, .
manager of ap important government office, was extra
ordinarily enthusiastic about acting. Looking at hi
weird features and staring eyes, one would think him
least intended by nabure {or acting on the stage. Yel::
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ane T T
was olinitel Tar his appoaranes on ane ocesion whon he
porsomted o v PG 1Y YOI, Yot soms ramavked
that gipsies wore nally very handsame, and Canapathi
Aivar s of ghe low hegring  variety. Put it was a
cortain fach thet Cunapatht Aiyar was thinking only of
his next appesrance oo the stage during half the period of
Lis oftice howrs.  Ifisa privilege to look into the kit-bag
which he carries with hiny full of wonderful trinkets
which he puts on when made up info a woman. And
then, the vich swees which (anapathi Atyar and his
friends managed to wear, in the days when the gabha was
aot rich enoush to buy its own stock of clothes. I was
understandible thab men browed sarees of their wives
or sistors, bus how &id * Scissars ‘. who was a bachelor
and lived alone, manage to wear the most splendid spoci-
mens ot the saree worlil ?

Scissors, the Star Actress

Reader, do you wunb o know who Scissors was ?
* Seissors | was also *Kathri® to his friends. His real
name swas Kadirvelu Naicken. Ile was a star actress and
he was sad fo have hoen the pupil of tho most repubed
dancing girt of the ciby, in the practice of the art of
dancing.  * Selssors’ wed to eall for extraordinary
applanise when rendering the dance. Alus, Scissors, whore
art thou gone'! The gaieby of nations has heen destroyed
in thy loss. Nohody can tell us now what became of
him. It is assumed that he is dead. Bub the legend also
exists that he wis peansformed into a woman and has
gince horne children. Poot Seissors, he took ta acting the
woman's part €0 geriously.

Where Ambitions Converge

Acting makes indeed for the noblest comradeship.
The highest und the lowest are united together in their
common devotion £ the groat art of acting. It did nob
matber i pesple =aid that Sarnbasivayyar, Managor of the
Seal and Wax Office, lusted for a Rac Bahadurship, and g0
started the ideu of founding 2 residential school with the
money oaried by the dramatic sabha working under his
lead. As for she clerks and typists, who were accustotned
to wait with hated bronth to recoive ordars from their
bosses, was ip nob an exhilaruting freedom to turn amateur
actors ? Kitha, +ho aceount clerk at the nglish Oilman-
gtove Cowmpny. fel convineed about his rare genius for
acting from ho day he fizured on the stage as o humble
follower ol Nandwrar, the Harijan leader. Why was
Rumu 50 punctual in abtending the rehearsals, turning up
at two oelogk in the alrernoon on Sundeys ? It was
obviously his devobion to the histrionie avt. Unkind
tongees auet Ehab huving lost his job as clerk in vhe
shipping oilic, Tamu bad not means to gob his lunch and

was beholden 0 :ho frec lunches given to actors.

Agnin, 16 WaE R areut joy to ach when one’s 0wn kins-
follc were prezent :u‘n?ng the gLudleace, Ahmlddle-aged
wotnan tolls hot neighbour Lle“h o touch of pride,
@l Y s nenm\msmu‘ 8 her way of repderm’a’
mombor |, vt the fmparson-l .“»'.[ufhl.mr refers of course
e }’ A iy 2 ogrod aabisinction for an arnateur
to her ;l.bamz;“v s vinsialk, when o mformod into a
" be fOCTlJ ‘ H f"»f}'* el THis must have explained this
? eliummiftgi ‘z e lu*xﬂ;r si;tfsi‘ vingd to personate the greab Siva
ally., E5© 5 :

I g

himsslf, though for an hour, or a great king or s greab
general wearing the glittering CIOHZIJGS of surpassing v;hxe.
Amateur acting also earns newspaper publicity for the
actor. Jt does not matter what the intrinsic worth of your
acting i3, you can always counton getting publicity in
prcggo:ltlgnﬁt}? t]ile greatness of the pex?sonage \Iinder whose
patronage the drama is performed , i

causs u the z}id of Whichp ';é?ll mhz(:"e Odrogfe th: Chg'ilmbIlg
all ways it s inestimable good {fortune tﬁ(f) ‘g l stood
before the footlights for a shorter ar Ionger periozvgf time.

British Taxation.

. The sabha offers other pleasures when it as n
itinerank character. It was a rare holiday to tSumzzs am
Qotawarnund to Colombo visiting all the bea,ut'oiuf ?t?' o8
and towns between them. How the actors wer el 1{1%(:& 1in
each place, and Sumbasivayyar garlanded everywhere! How
&id tho small town of Gullipoor allow itself to bo gulled
of five thousand rtupees in one night b tho Se gix ed
Wax Sabba, while all the time the Gulli gor Gq ) eal an !
was starving to death for want of a co ule)e ) ;{13 Schoo
People sn'}dvtbe manager of the Seal and W»O tﬁous&nds?
po‘ae?s Omcmt who wielded mysterious pow:if svegegov‘::f:
ment servants, o whatever -
revenuo, POlice, judicial, educéi;}fgﬁrggzifﬁey 'belouged,
over officials only, but over non-officials b %img. %Xob
and Wax office exercised enormous influence wel, the Seu!

The Collector of Gulli i
Manager of the Seal and Waxlopggge i:aﬁis tgiﬁgvligngtz fho
com.

“So you are resolved to :
town. ’?Iow ghall we raise it.gzgalllhwi’og 0 from this
people 7" asks the Collector. ry the rich

* No, that is not sufficient. I helieve in the British

principle of taxation. Large reven :
{rom o}, both rich wud poor.” ues must be derived

The Collector regarded Sambasi
administrator and rendered him aﬁn;g;:; 28 an astute
later years, the Collector visited the Sambagﬂ ¥ help. In
and found it on a par with Dotheboys Hall Va Institution

EXit ’Lhe Man-woman

How is it that amabeur dr i iat]
catch public enthusiasm now as th:;?gg:;ﬁ?tzcemtms do no
vours ugo? Tho Whip of Nidragiri says g Aoty
have all been found out. They are not such ‘vul;i' uha.s
fits 28 they were considered once. Sanibqsixxf- ooner
Dotheboys 3Tall does not turn publie opinion in‘ fi.? yars
subhas cither. Now that real women are appe‘;r;mr of
the professional stage, the old starsof the Sciss(orsn % e
hava gone oub of favour. Veukataraman eays it is gge
gusting to contemplate the shaven surfaces showing the )
selves on tho faces of made-up women, in spite of pcwém
and paint. And then Venkataraman thinks sal h?r
exhihit such phenomenal lack of brains. People kar -
feited with the dramatic pleasure derived from nof} o
wives playing in disguise the rolo of faithful nm?*ecmd
servanis to their husbands, or of bald stories of M.B; ar
bearing childzen by clandestie amours. Yet VWIkowe
raman believes in a greut future for the giag ontata-
amateur acting thereon. tage and for
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Adam’s son

¢
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ADAM'S SON

If I had a harem, dear
I would make it very clear
To my wives to behave themselves

And stack the babies on....... the shelves.

Fat ones, thin ones, all may join
Long as they bring me some coin,
In the form of dowry for,
Stocking up my harem more.

All creeds, and castes, and countries too,
Imagine dear the hullabaloo,

And don’t you think it would be nice
To restock my harem once, or twice ?

But perhaps, and after all
Rememb'ring dear old Adam's fall
I'll not marry, for because
Think of the lot of ma-in-laws !

When Eve before the apple rocked

I'm sure poor Adam's knees....they knocked,
And now it's gone and been and done

The Devil to pay.......I'm Adam’s son!

—'DIAL™
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A CONFESSION

{G. PANCHANADAM)

WHEN he wrobe A Confession, Tolstoy wasn't in
Collage. in fact he never stopped into @
graduate's shoes ab all, probably because his feot weve
rather large, or because, doing so wasn't worth the while.
The following words rapresent a contession, wrung
out of an wyrepentant heart, like lime-juice by a House-
wife. You need not he a bearded white-robed earthly
camt to hear it. I give you as much assuranco. You
may reserve your benediction to whoscever may like it
and heseech it on bended kuees. I need none such. .
1f 36 will make a very short story shorter ghill, T will
gay it a5 once. I put it down on paper and in a putshell
that [ am no Jonger,
A whining school boy,
With satchol and shining morning face,
Creeping like snail unwilliugly to school. .
That was long before Sarasu chose to bs my wife, or to
put it more correctly, Sarasu’s motber chq‘s‘e to be my
mother-in-law. I am now in college, sgenmng‘most of
my tire uttering around presty 'co-elsd‘ s Itis t'hrefa
yeurs since I was mereilully declfw(‘sd ehgl})le for Univer-
sity course on secondary consideration. Would it 1ntere§b
you to lend your ear [if you have a surplus of f}hgse
“gido-intolligencers '] to the hearby and artless confession
of a Collegian? .

1 am supposed o be very strong in Englisb, «6 least
by my father to whom my oscidental rfaqu__ests for the
monthly allowance are a nightmare. 'bo i took thg
matric paper in Hnglish with a veteran's unconcern an
“banged’. A bit of my stuff ? Horo it goes.

Q. X [eompulsory] Analyse _ﬁhe following sen-
tence into cluuses giving the construction of each : .

The principal being very angry at the'mlsbe-
Bavionr of his subordinate, he ordered him out
of the school compound at once.
My answer may seem to you to savour of madness. pr
there's reason in Bedlam if you will pause to think on it.

Ang:—The principal being very angry...... Is the
cipal’s clause. At the imishehaviour of his subordinate
...... is the subordinate’s clause, disagresing with the
principal. He ordered him out of the sphool con:ﬁoulrfd~ at
ONCE..oenn is an adverbial clause of pumsbmeﬁt modifying
the adjective ' angry *. The w'}’zole is & ** compound
sentence. (vide “* school compound ”) . ‘

If you feel fatter after perusing this answer, there is
no reason to regret it. . ‘

It is thus that I enterod College, \yzth a fair know-
ledge of English, my gm.ndp-a's khaki cout and my tufb.
Tt was no easy matter leaving the coat, fogL\t was a fj‘”‘“}‘
ful servant with a good tradition bf)hm@ i5.  Like Keat's
nightingale, it was not born for death: nmmormAll cont, and
no angry generations could tread it down. }f}l({so ﬁme
fine July morning T sallied fprbh out of my East ind
bome with the coab on, My pl:m@ed hair wagging likke an
elephant’s tuil, and an alumimum tzﬁ?-box.v‘ o t

i college for an up-country novice is no
easy g;;t}f;fie%‘gles d(;vn. And it takes prebty long to do

oo With his eyes wide open. more open than necossary,

he stares at the bare knees and the hali-shut bosom of a

pretty  co-ed " and aniffs like & buffalo at the atmosphere

prin

resking with the smell of paint around her. It wag also
the cave with me; and to tell you the truth, I wondered
for o long day—and longer nights too—how it was
possible for Miss X. L. Blackie to have naturally such
vivid, vermilion lips. T wondered, and wondering, fell.

Ifell Oh, what a falll It was all due to Miss B.
She was true to her name. And when she said she
wanted to see me—ue—privately, I thought she would
be true to her word. So she was, no denying that. And
that svening after College hours, I took myself upstairs i
a trice and practised steps with a jaunting air befors the
ladies’ voow. I went up and down. I was jumping with
oxciternent. Miss Blackie to see me! Gee—that's life!
There she is; and now, brace up, dear chap, After all,
you are prebby, and you can attract a lady!

All that T said fo myself and went to her.
smile she said she wanted my Logic notes,
yielded it up at once. Her smile broadened still more.
“Thank you ' she said. I grinned. She smiled, I
grinued, she smiled. And then she said, “ I think you
will look much better in a suit, Mr. P.” and vanished.

So, my protty little minx, you think I look well and
will look much better in a suit, eh}—how is know-
ledge thrust upon slumbering men! Long ago, Eve
showed the way to knowledge when hubby Adam was
blinking with ignorance. Now Miss B. hinted how
pretty 1 was and told me how I could be prettier. Shall
I lose the chance ? Would yor have lost it? I bet ten to
one—No!

Yo then, there began trouble in paradise. If daddy
had been wise enough, he would have questioned me
why I winted extra money on the 15th of the month. Bub
the unquestioning, easily yielding gentleman that he was,
[Mammna also knows that and takes many an opportunity
to prove it] he gave me the money I wanted promptly. I
got myself a new suib and all accessories. I squeezed my
hitherto unpressed feet into Ieathern boots. I put on
collar and e, pants and coat. I was tip-top—
except my top. I took my hat and put it on and
stood before the mirror to admire myself; and mos
prominent of all appeared my shining tuft of hair un
willing to be thrown into obscurity. My God! I forgo
that. There wasfto be no cropping the head, for tha
was beyond question. Grandps, with his half-yearls
clearance of an unstinfed growth of hair would neve:
allow - hat ! I was perplexed. What to do? Gogh, dash il
all. Necessity is the mother of invention, I wouldn't
be disgusted. And as a last way out, I went to college
without any other covering for the hewd but my black
thick hair, with my pigtail wagging st the back, coat,
trousers, and hoots.

Unostentatiously I went to Miss B. fo take back
my Logic notes and on secing me, she laughed.

“ Burst it " said I, run home, and went to sleep.

Mind you, this is a confession and there is no play-
ing with truth; and when I told grandma what I have
told you now, she blushed. Yes, she did! and visibly
too. So, for my edificabion and Sarasu’s own benefit, 1
have requested grandma to train Sarasu to blush ab
eighty.

With a
Pooh—I

My first shave

MY FIRST SHAVE

(AN INcogwITO M.A.)

THERE are certain things the first performance of

which always ends in sheer disaster. I am yet fo
hear of a young husband’s first tneeting (clandestine, of
course) with his wife that did not end in a fasco. Dither
the lovers do not take sufficient care to ensure they are
not watched by a jealous virgin widow or an unmuarried
youth, or the old grand-mother breuks in, in the middle of
the stolen joy, or at least tho awinlly reddened cheeks of
the girl betray thut they were kissed too many times. So
too trembling hands and scratching pens are common in
University Examination halls. The first operation of the
driver at the steering wheel is an hour of peril for the
occupants of the car. And so on. It is no wonder there-
fore that my first shave ended ina fiageo. It wassa cata-
strophe. One weuld have thought it was even an attempt
ab suicide by slow torture.

In common with students in Madras, I was an early
convert to the band of the * auto-shaves’. Bub the presence
with me of an old orthodox cousin had prevented me for
leng from putting into practice my cherished principles.
But {ortunately my cousin was retiring in a week and was
leaving Madras for good. The only obstacle in tny way
was about to be removed. Defore sturting to my father-
in-law’s for Deepavali, I purchaged o shaving set,~—razor,
brush, soap, strop etc. My plan was to initiate myself
into the band of the ' auto-shaves’ while in the sacred
precinets of the father-in-law’s.

I really prided myself on my courage of conviction.
For my cousin had dinned into my head, times without
number, his peb arguments against self-shaving or shaving
only the face. His barber used to call on him once a
quarter, and after an hour's study of the calendar and a
detailed scrutiny of the position of stars and planets, he
would ask him to come a fortnight hence. But unfortu-
nately my cheeks were not so barcen as my cousin’s.
His wore almost a woman's. Mine, on the other hand,
were as fertile as the soil in a delta. Nabure was bent on
asserting herself in me with a vengeance. Two days
after a clean shave, my face was again a black forest of
hair. It did not even have the grace of a uniform growth.
The right chin was more productive than the left, and in
the middle of the luxuriant growth were kunots and bushes,
not to speak of the oppressively prominent single white
hairs here and there. My cousin used to say that Nature
pever brooks opposition. A hairy face in man is Nature's
gift and to seek to run against Nature's ways always ends
in her asserting herself in horrid forms and hideous shapes.
There was some truth in his remark. I had a fairly shiny
complexion, but in contrast to it was the dark paint on
my cheeles. If Nature was tearing me by her exuberance
and abundance, the barber who shuved me did worse.
He clean forgot that the head and face entrusted to him
were living organisins with sensations and feelings. He
thought them to be only articles of wood which he could
plane and chisel as he pleased. My barber was reully a
‘ carpenter of humanity.". And for a whole day after a
shave by him, my eyes were two balls of fire, and my front

head emitted invisible flames, with the result I came to
the ‘conclusion that God never intended the skull at any
rate to be close-shaven. I was moving fast in the way
where all tufted students move—to a crop.

The Deepavali day was to me a red-letter day. It
was $0 in more ways thun one. I had that morning
managed to have a five minutes’ ‘agide’ with my wife, (a
buxom lass, chubby-faced and smooth-skinned) and in
the process of being kissed by her, very innocently of
course, L felt that her maidenly lips did not quite appre-
ciate the contact with the rough cheeks of mine. If it
was a moment of disgrace for me, it was also one of
decision, I brushed aside the lingering echoes of my
cousin’s harangues and resolved to be my own barber, and
to shave my face day by day, not caring {or the caprices
of stars und the movements of planets.

That evening at four, after tex, I shut myself up in
my chamber, tcok out my shaving set und sat before an
old mirror on the wall. The mirror did net quite faith-
fully reflect my face, but asif mocking at my maiden
attemuvt, showed me fuces. It exaggerated my face by
lengthening it and shortening if, now horizontally, now
vertically, now slantingly. This damped my enthusiasm
a little, but I cheered up and commenced my operations.
I moved the brush on the soap for five minutes ill half
of i was consumed, and then applied it to my cheeks, It
gave me a very pleasant sensation. As the brush moved
up and down with the lather, I {felt the real joy of auto-
shaving. In fact, lost in the bliss, I did not notice that
much of the lather was falling on my clothes and on the
floor. I then sharpened the razor till it was shining
white. All the time the mirror was playing pranks with
me. It showed that my moustache grew on my forehead
and that my nose reached to the chin. However, feeliné
where my right cheek was, I applied the razor and swiftly
drew it along. Ido not know if it wus & wizard's razor
but its march on my cheek was a gory one. Thrice it cut.
my cheek, and small pools of blood were formed. And
the lather mingling with the blcod gave me such & fine
sensation that I thought hell’s agonies themselves would
be pleasanter. But the razor did its work all the same,
A small path was made in the middle of the bushy
growth, bub it gave me ahorrid burning sensation, I
dropped the razor, took it up again only to receive more
cuts and bruises. My fingers trembled and refused to
handle the suicidal instrument. I was floating in mid-air. .

That evening at five I had fixed up a i
with a friend. It promised to be a nicepgam‘;?zlzcsl sx::::aﬁ
friends bad been invited fo wabch my play. And here I
wus oozing blood, oozing lather, oozing tears, with half.
shaven and blood-red chesks. My agony beggared '
description. It wes a newmoon-day, and to fatherless me, .
a shave on that day was a crime. My grand mother;in: :
law would pour a solution of cow-dung, if she knew of my
shaving myself on & new-moon eve. I thought of the
fabled Tirupati barbers who used to shave men by halves
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ab a time, to ensure custom. In all that house, only my
wife would sympathise with me. But obviously she was
not a hair-dresser and could not complets the work I began
so disastrously. Nor was she a carnivorous animal to
Liss away the drops of blood on my fauce. And how to
send for her was a great problem. So I bit my lips and
kept quiet. )

When it grew dark, I stole down, ran fo a
saloon. got a shave (after confiding the happenings to
the master of the saloon), and when I returned home, I
complained of sudden and severe cold and wrapped my
head and face with a thick flannel mufller. I escaped

detection, as it was might time and my father-in-law’s
house was by no means well-lit either by day or by night,
and this was of considerable help to sons-in-luw hun-
fing after their wives.

T also suddenly changed my whole

programme and said T was leaving the place that very

i tI was not unaware that this
oL My 8ty gave a rude shock to my wife: nor did 1 fail 0
nobice that frof_n behind the dooryof hhe,da(;k gtore-roonh
she was beckoning to e by facial cont
of aeyvebrows and whispered monos
dissuade me from leaving or at least

night.

parting kisses,—* kisses,

as short as one’ Byt I avoided her.

wbte;? love and love's
o ba, : with the possibili
humiliating situation, it ig theliatt:a?:ﬂtllgt

could she know that
in the balance along

And now when anyone asks me w

myself, I proudly answer,
poor as to be my own bazper .

)

abrupt termination

ortions and knitting®
yllables, evidently %
to give and receive
one as long as twenty, and twenty
Poor girl! hoW
kisses are placed
of escape from
weighs down ?

5 hy I do not shave
Tam not S0 mean, nor B0
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man overcomes the delay caused by a traific hold.up

A STRANGE

_ A_ Strange Dream

e

TR A
FAN !;f.q ﬁ“‘&&‘ﬁ

(R. V)

IN the B. A. cluss, while we were reading I?/ppr Passes,

the fumous lines of Drowning, * God is in Usaven and
all 1o right with the world” afforded ws opportunitiss of
sndloss discussion, hatween the lecwurer end us, and ofter-
wurds amongst ourselves ; and alwayvs we eame to the eon-
clusion thib the note of robust, incurable aptimism sounded
in thaose lues was jushified in spite of ivnuranerable cases of
seeming injusbice wnd purposeless sorrow which we come
across in bhis waorld,  We were young ab that bume ; rich,
warm, youthiul blood was coursing through eur veins ; our
creature comiorts wers heing looked after by our purenis;
there was no econamie depression, no duemployment sears,
no family cares and broubles, and na bodily ailment. 1§
was nob surprising, therelore, that we heartily endorsed
Browning's optimistic view of the Maker and His world.
Mueh water has flowed under the bridge  since then, and
most of ug huvo presed and

and thoughts ¢f my student sbage and thoss of my
presenb one.

Tst Sub-division =" 13 theve 8 God and if so, whab
is His matvre and what ave His atéributes 27 My answer
wasi~—The first pavt of this quostion hus nover been
conclusivoly docided. Trom the boginning of creation
there have beon three sehs of peopie, the theists, the
atheists and tho agnostics. A small {raction—a very small
ong—ol tho {irst sob elaimed to know His  existenes by
superphysical mewns, bub the rast believed traditionally
thut there is or must be a God.  The second set denied
His axistence and atbribuvied 2l phenomens und ail lile ta
tlie ucbion wad {utorachioa of micie maberial {oress. The
third, in my opinion, were tha .aosehonest of pecple. They
shmply say they o nob knuw snd T would in all humility

=nk mysell amongst them.

are paseing  through  tho
troubles and furimoils, frenzy
sud compebition,  the  dis-
appoinbinents  and  fuilurcs
which nke up o learge part
of the lile of the ordinary
individual in wodern days.
Some days ago, therefore,
when I eame across the above
lines while I wag rveading a
reeont issue of fthe Merry
Magazine, T wonderedif I or
any of my friends, who, in our
Collego days. so enbhusiastic-
ally stood by Drowning in
our dobates, would still stand

R With regard to the second

~ml—(lmuf£¢f(h?( M‘W part ol the question, the
“ ﬁﬁ‘h‘ (‘{ ,{g grantest  of  philosophers,
L : ‘*;f l b

¢ metaphysicians and devoteos
have failed o give an answer
wihich will comurand goneryd
acoeptanes. The Hindag
philosophers usually define
Him by negatives such ss,
*He s not this, He is not
that, ' a delmition which
must be adinitted to be
gcarcely iluminating to
unsophiséieated, unerudite
people RBke wme. My view
is thab, supposing thers ig

by him. The guestion
roused a long train of associ-
ated thoughts, aud for well-
nigh half an bour during
my evening walk, I pondered

“ Papa, what is a demon ?*

“A demon is a big ugly perscn wha has onormous
strongth and whose waed iy law.”

“Papa, is Ma a domion 7’

& Maker, we should with
the Duddha refuse %o try to
measute $he Immeasurable,
Frankly, then, I would say
that no honest chap can ever

“deeply over it. My mind was

go greatly exercised over the matter that, in the night,
T was subjected to & very queer but very vivid dream. I
thought that I was sitbing for the Modorn Postry paper
of the B. A, degree examination again, and that the very
first question appearing in that paper was, ** Disouss fally
Browning's statement, God is in Heaven and all is right
with the world, with special reference to the following
relevant questions. (1) Is there a God and if so, what iz His
nature and what are His uttributes ? {2) What and where
is Heaven ? (3) Is God in Heaven ? (4) What is the world?
and (5) Is all right with it ?" And 1 dreamt that I very

{foolishly tock up this question first and devoted no less

than two hours to answering it with the result that the
bell rang just when I took np fhe next question and my
answer paper wag literally snatebed ifrom my hande by an
over-gealous hall superintendent. I subjoin below, for
whatever it may be worth, the answer which in my dream
I supplied—an auswer which like all bappenings of a
dream, contains afi incongruous sdmixture of the feelings

venture to say who or what

God is and ¥ would much vathor be in the company
of sueh honest fallows, though I run the risk thereby of
being dubbed 2n jgnoramus theo preteud to be learned by
essaying a definition of & Person beyond my ken.

II Sub-division ~This question—Wha} and where is
Heaven ?—though not so haffling as the previous one, is
still far frorm being simpe; for ne two individuals in the
world have the same aoncepion of Heayen. The drunkard,
for exampls, is cockeure that it is o place where he can
command full convenience im fhe master of the sahsfee-
tion of the one craving of his 1tfe. He can, the moment
he thirsts for & drop of that soul-satislying beverage, be-
in the toddy, arrack or high-class liguer shop acocording to
his taste and the length of his purse, unfl without paying
a pie-—and mind you. in these duys of financial depression,
money i3 8o scarce—he can get bottles and bottles of th:k
delicious liquid, and the most gratilying part of the whole
affair is he could drink and drink witbout ever getting
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intovigared,  To the wenauadist, Waaven asswines a differont
shape. Lo e o ohed heppy place. bo surrounded by and
ravel, 11 bhe coobraces of the ywost besuteous m:ni&énﬂ of
the envth or o bhe eclestinl world. Meuaka, Ramha
Urvist ek Tidloythue, would all languish for o smiif;

N
from him; thore will by e jeslows bushands to rackon
with e no courbs of law, To the man with a big
family, who 38 cormning evactly three-lourths ¢r even leq::
of what he has to spewd, teaven is a place whore elther he
s nob bothered with wile and children and other
dependants, or if he be at «ll saxvoundod by them—and o
fond father mmy perhaps like to be so surrounded—hg
will find {ood and clothes and jewels and other neces-
sarigs a3 well as luxuries growing io treos—as the first
item at least was hebieved to huvo done in the days of the
world’s infancy, before the naughty Pandora and the not
lass naughty Epimetheus 16 loose on the world the host
of troubles and worries kent eonfined in a box till then—;
or probably, there will he no ,

““““

~ue

et

company of members of the Treusury Bench of the

Ir:‘ri?g?xi?i]xeznd ?eutml Goveynments, whose answers
of ﬂ e gmx ementury questions put by Hon. nemberd
ari«;e)'e ‘Jisl?&}t&ure are {aconie,— The question does nok
QuesbiLm d\;e;lewt of _the answer fo the first questions b8
God 05 nob arise.  Hoy, when the.very oxistence

od and His attributes sy

' 2 undermined, how
essay bo solve the problem, w

AS rad; L. .
world 2, fzf'fsts,the fourth sub-division, *what 18 the

this question at le‘xq?na “’O}dd think'thab, with regard to
may uob ¥now whetl, one is ou solid ground. For we
must ba sure af ; ether thore is a (fod or Heaven but #@
spite of its sesy iea‘gb of tl}eoner in which we live. 4B
{ar from bginﬂ}‘n} simplicity. howover, the problom 18
muy refer to S‘L:y' In the first place, the torm * worl

geographica 50yone of many things, 1 it rofors bo th8
sRoeTaphucal aspect of the world, we nead ot sutfer

hunlger( £ m?isfy >1?(i hna for want of kind iustructff“'
need for foud or clothes, LT S m;v—-m Yor geography has of 18
N the L =3 deography has
Am}u]hmuS ”h\\'yers will, in t ‘ //I/(?/ become  so important 3
their respective Heavons, get S subject that o host of €My
milliocns wnd willions  of " / { Tment experts have lubou?
ruyiees without being con- ‘ ‘, 7 and  prodacod—no icd
strained bo pore over pages @2 @ & wind you—bu$ wonderfully

and peges of Yaw books and
journals or illegible  docu-
ments or to argue helove
sleepy or sleoping judges.
For o Munpsift's place or
even o flgh Court Judge-
ship. there will he vo com-
petition, or rather there will
be ax many Munsifi’s posts

»

L
o

o e g
Hpsens. T D

‘ erudite lext-hooks on 02
Pgr v NP subject, anyone of which 18

and Hich Cours Judgeships
28 there ure lawyer aspirants,
A poor schoolmaster will,
in his Heaven, he rid, ones
sud for all, of all hother of

with the burglar in,
it

Surgeant =" You wore veally braye

Policeman —" L thought T was along, siy, 1

L P sure, on reforence, fo enlight~
A @ / 81 you on the geography
///f e 0? t_ge world; only 1 ﬂﬁf‘
5, 7 afraid you will be so grestly
= % N N / bored and porploxed, ©%
N Y verusing even the fivet page:
‘ol &5 bhat you wiit be constraing
e S to give up the attempt f’f

o dfm kalt the dnor -
N dd yoy Matage

going through the book 1B
ubter despair, and you Wl
. exclaim, * Dep these wreb-

ghed geography exporis! Bub

stulling  information on ajl
kinds of dull and insipid subjects in the minds of ivabben-
tive, unresponsive pupils. He will have no Government
or University Lxaminations %o coach up. his pupils for
apd his ineremgnt and post will nob depend on the per-
conjage of passes helis able to manufacture in his schonl.
As for the editor of the Merry Moguzine, though I
have nob trained inyself in thought-reading, 1 ean declare
without fear of conbradiction, that 1u his Ileaven the,a
nwnber of subreribers to his journal will run not merely
o (omg ar five tigures but fo six and even seven, a3 soms of
the daily papers in the wost wre said to do; and his fond
ambition of Lanishing all gloom {rom a tired and s{)rrow;
faden world will be completely realised.

- AS ye';;;a}'cis t-be fecond part ol this questinn, runely
There is Jlenven ', I am sorry, I have tosay I do not
know. 1{ tho examiner i+ over-curious about tha mabter
fet hin purchuso or bonuw and peruse any book on‘
Theosophy and he will lve abundant information on the
patd. :

When T came fo the thied sub-divisicn, ' Is God in
Heaven ', I ehuekled, for this was the ensiest to answer;
and I straightway wrote—and L was, in this respeet, in the

if the term doos not concerd
self with tho geographics
' “’:les? crop up. XYor jis it nob
D‘(Linb'e:ery {wing thing in tho world,
s ;gbest gianb to the finiest wovii
other ;.th‘ % world entirely different
‘ ving thing? Yor exaniple, is MY
not the sword of Dy, Fho sxaminer the sume? Doos

flimsiest of thraadg a{;ntlgglaf"t hasg oyer my hoad by the
paper of mine findy fuvour lzviesﬁlimoment? L this auswel

puss and m ‘ . Y examniner, I will geb 1
fied, woe 1%;1 ?x%c\ee(e’[bu; if, for any reuson ')fe“jénd{i)ssutiss:
now 7 Decidedly n:g he examiner in g gimilar phight
world and ming ayg ¢ o ow then can one gay that his
thet every man crestes suine?  Gur philosophers sa¥

agpect of the .
the {act thag ezzgd‘ diflicu

f;‘ozn 'the tallest o
Lives in a worlg of

thoughts, desires & world of ia
o %  desites and actiong gnq | bis own by M
ends, relatives ang others may gdd that h_m

condact, also cres; with whom .omes 1B
pleasant. Evidefui: ?hffri‘f, for hiwn, * yery olflt?en?;tr)x?b over-
is w8 baflling as uny of g © question, * what's the world

, ® Privious oneg,
The lash one—

taken up by mg. Is all vight wigh ¢

‘ profa
the axaminer that the qgggtir:g at,gs
]

he world?~—was next
wer by suggesting 0
permit of a suitable
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answer, mush be modified to, ‘Is all right with the liftle
world which each man creates for himself and in which he
lives, moves and has his being? I can answer this
question only so far as it conecerns me; {or clearly, not
being omniscient, I am not qualified ta say how other
people fare in their worlds. As for me, I should say I getb
on indifferently well. Often, of course, the world seems
all wrong with me. When my morning cotles is delayed
by an bour, either because the milk-maid is unpunctual
or more often because my better half is oub of sorts, when
my official supetior frowns on s, when my creditors—and
1 have a host of them—dun e for the money I owe bhem,
when my wife bothers me for the diamond nose-ssrew on
which she has set her heart. when, on my father's Shradda
day, for the sake of my altra-orthodox mother, 1 have o
fast b)) bwo o'clock in the afternoon, with this hopelessly
antedeluvian mother of mine keeping vigilant wabch over
me, lest I should go to the nearest hotel and take some
coffes on the sly, and last but not loast, when I mn in my
doctor’s hands ; and being on the wrong side of forty with
a very unsympathetic digestive apparatus—I say unsym-
pathetic because it always non-co-operates with my palabe
which craves for ali sorts of good eatables—1 have offen
to be in his hands, I say, on all these oceasions, the world
does really seemm to be all wrong with me.

But I have my consolations and compensabions. For,
when my wife, mightily pleased with tho newsilk saree
which I had purchased for her the previous day, gets up at
5-30 in the morning and is ready ab six, just when I plae
to rise from bed, with a cup of hot, steaming coffee, when
again at 3 P.M. after a hard three-quarters of a day’s work
inmy office, I geb my evening drink consisting of a cup of
finety prepared orangs peko tea which thrills and warms me
to such & degree that I feel kind even towards my co-clerk

) A Strjange Drean}

opposite, whose one business in life is to caxry tales against
me to 1oy officor, when again my official superior, the
manager, who is never ‘over-pleased with me because I am
not enough of a flatterer and because 1 am next o him i
senjority waiting to get info his shoes, the moment ha re-
tires from service or the world, whichever happens earlier,
is snubbed by our officer—I am human alter all and 1
frankly confess that I really exult when my {easing
manager is teased in his tura,—when I am invited by a
friand to a marriage feast, a friend who, in the ordering
of the various jtews of the menu, is considerate enough to
consult my particular likes and disiikes, and last bub
not least, when my fown agent, Vembu Iyer, places i my
hands the mruch-longed-for Merry Magazine, and 1 refire ta
my room immediately, shutting the doors so as to avoid
interruption by my nagging wile and my boisterous child-
ren, and forgetbing mysolf and all my worvies burst into
laughter every 13 seconds, o the great hewilderment of
my better half, who could never understand why 1 make
myself ridiculous by laughing while alone, on such
oceasions, 1 do positively feel that the world is all right
with me ; and finally, would I not feel that the world does
most honourably play the game with me, il the cdibor of
the Merry Magasine, alter perusing this precious axticle of
wnine, takes it into his head—most unreasonably, though i
may seem to many—to deem it worthy of publication in
the next issue of his magazine, [ suy would 1 not, in such
& contingency, dance with joy and urdently, like an in-
{aguated lover, hug—hug what >—hug the world—if that
big. unsentimental thing would allow itself to be
so folded within the embrace of a puny creature like
me—, and would T not then cry out that the world 19 2l
right as far as it concerns me, howsoever it may use
others?

Little Bobby reburned home from school looking
very much the worse for wear.

T have been fighting,” he replied to his wmother's
quesbion.

“But why ?" she asked as she bathed his damaged
8ye. .

«“ 1l because I allowed a boy in the class to ecopy
my sums, *' replied Bobby.

“ What I’ exclaimed mother. ** Do you mean to say
that this boy fought you just because you sllowed him®
to copy your work?” .

*“ Yeg, mother, " said the boy misersbly. ™ you seer
they wers all wrong. "

*® * *

" T'm sorry, madam, " said the passport official, ** bub

there has been a mistake made in your application form. ™

“ What's that?" she asked.

“"Phe colour of your hatr has been put down as dark
instead of fair.”

*“ Oh, " she said, with an obliging smile. “ will yo
alber it or shall 177

A TPronchman quarrelled with a Scotsman and
challenged bim to a duel. The challenge was aceepbed
and, in order to keep the affair as guiet as possille, they
both took & train into the country. The Frenchman took
a return tickes, but his opponent only booked a single.

“ Sapristi I” exclaimed the former. ‘‘You expect not

to come back, eh, my friend ? I always take a return !”
“Oh{ Ineverdo,” replied the Scot.
take the return half of my adversary. ” '
* * ¥
“ am happy and .al) thab, of course. Still I wish
my husband, would not talleo mueh abqutb his last wife. ”
“Forget it | Mine's dlways talking about his next. ”
* ) ‘\ * S
* Now, childreu, "@gssid the teacher, o down all
you have learned about King Alfred, but don't say avyth-

ing about the burning of {the cakes; I want to find oub
what else you koew.”

“I always

TLalf an hour later wee Jeanie handed in her effort.

* King Alfred visited a lady ab a cobbtuge but the less
usaid about it the bstter.” .

-
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(33 Wﬂ‘k‘f strihas vou most abous bho Ohinowe g1 97
svgad mry vos hinsbosy, o

ed Chinwa vir,
ca Inte delled

need
littls Chin
of her Mo, ovor-
Iooking the becutiiul Hingapora harbuuar, " Their oold
teoth, " joked T, hadt in fuo and hedfin sevieusness.
frieud did nob quito relish tho rewk, though sho joinad
in the general fwughios, bub waaply s “ Yes b5 o
pity.”  Now thet's the frek thing thot sioikes you aloub
a Chinese gitl—her gofd teeth—whon she O'[!()H;.‘ her lips
to greet you, to weolsumeo you or when she siuiles ab you.
The Chineze girl is woully pactby, « tive and even
beautiful, with her murked foabures of sl ghiteves, high
chgek-bones, shorh flog nose, {ull Hos, mobile u:oztﬁh, dack
hair a_nd yellaw comploxiain. She 13 porfestly charming
foo .\‘."lth her quigh dignity, enltured eovitesy and inbern
nobal.'..ty. Buty wost anforbinately, it is her gold feeth
that tirst o'bbrmie tharusslves o your sight and obstruct oll
her churaing qualitics fron yonr fissé impvession, This
nwmen@;ry rmavkad prejudice soon vanishes when you spaak
to the fisst girl you ineet and reclize her phisical, muental
and _rpor;zl excellence:.  The Chinese ehildven  ave
:%eeed}rx.glsl fofldjof ice, aud 18 is o common sichb o see

ven street urching, not to talk of the well-to-do ones,
euting and munching, 2!l day long, ice crexns of all sorts
sweetoned and unswesiened, flavoured sud unil;wouwd:
han'd-mado and maching-made, and this oxeessive use of
ice in their yourg lile has a grest deal $0 do with their
rotten teeth, apart from the ecourse, puivified meat and
fish, they love so mueh to cat. -

fragrant Ghiness

eaps, in the Chi

1

~ The modern Chinese gir] is about the most westor-
nized of eastern women. Nobt even Japan, with jts
hundred per eent wodernisation in trade, industrix war
and murder, can l%zy claim %o such a pregressive \’:’OHILLD'
hood.  Young China wants to eopy Americs, nob only in
suc_h external things us improved architecbure, intensive
agriculture snd oxtéhsive eo-epsrabive work bus  in
attempting to democratize its ancient aristocratic ciwli-
t'mtlon, just as Japan walts to copy Briin not ‘only in
11,'3 trade, and commeraial exploibztion bub also in by
diplemacy and nnperialistic policy. The wowen of J apan.
like the women of Iinglemd, are exdusive CQIIiel‘V‘LCi"f;
and intensely nationalistic. ‘ o

New China looks te America for inspirafion, for
progress, fom demoeracy ; and tho young Chinese <<i’r1 ig
gotbing very much Americanized in her lifs, fashion bmode
and manners. <She dunees the letest ' Blues”, git;as the
lokest jazz, “sinckes the best cigaretbes, drives (}heblabest
wodels, reads the fptest fetion andis quite “at home
with the latest Hollywood scandals.  She bobs her hair
powders her nose, paints her lips, scents her body, drjnkl;
ices and fshews candiegs as provokingly as her sister aevoss
the Padlic. She reuds Shaw, adures [Tusley, adpires

unese Gird

Condbid,) an | .
H »oond has o passion for the latest informd’

L ;
GO OO HTISNES, 20X OF gulvat)
nuese, doskor vnt; OF salvation.  She ¢un not only te:
I enograph and write, bug can fly, 18P
ke conmuniions, : S - Y s
! 8, arive lorries TR !
ob Lior enmics,  Thoneh ies, dig trenches, and sW
more eostmopolitan in b sbe is move intermarional 3%
nopoliban tn her outlook bhan her clugs in Japad;
¥

shie ks enquwlly self-snerific:
jutly sed-saerificing and proudly patriotic.

T’01 adarn Ty N “
. w‘w/-,)l;)-il;rlli(;;(?;,:"UhIHQSO gitly tike wodorn girls all oV
in no mlit;i:n .ifJ»\'l)ifil\Ov bowple. worships o guid, believe?
ardent G;nf‘.\;;izm 1:13 IEO [’?Obheb. but, wighul remains 82
Hindu ivl, has rAl’i l(wé ‘thlg(){,ed Chingso. She, like th
door life, bub lové;; ?Jo l(') ad‘;enbure, no passion for Out‘é
R‘qi‘rn:ang plas \‘efy lit(;,l\: ;)(ml;t h}xs . m-()(“gk)uiq “’emo;gg
of t:,he Tindu ghl, and m‘nrr(im«f o hg_r file, ox in the B,
serieus oblication.  The éo-cl‘lrl,? 113 S
_(,Innese ror ol Shangh e
inty thot city for Spe:;

o sacramont oD
> Shanghai sirl is neib
ni i b2 )
,('L:’.b?‘b an American imp{)rtﬂat‘on.
“easies and Night Clubs, p
The village uipl | . i
and ul<_i-w(-,1-ff Z:ﬂ .m Gh,”m has her own native Qmw
nature’s  gilts Lstéilm. Sho s richly endowed Wit
patiens, Vfgal. éhe‘ 15325’}1 sbu}fﬂy, silont, hard-working
T er .
She i highly productive i ome, hearth und childre™
the M _ir . more the . 3
e ndu “”'l{;’eﬂnmd, she + Ml 010 Sense. .
moral nature and makey « oo, POssesses n,  congumindvs

gentle but not timijd food wifo and myother. Sbe !
but not subtle, aler

" 8sortive by ‘

: : uk ; : ~

wiso,  $ho s un &-ri%toerni,)b qmcl&—mtted, learnoed but 19
. b }\'- AT ta R . ’

a democrat with an With * plutocrat feeling” 8%

1 ari ( .
dignity and an innate cii?ftr :t t;xste. Sho has a restraind
SY towards hj
ards high und low.

she is extra:
them duitly in cre'lﬁlg’,; g‘lever' With hor fingors and us#®
She is the main'sbi:y of esutiful objects of z;;‘t and utiliby?]
in thfxt vast country, f;;‘(‘ly & thriving cottage industtY}
and ignorance, she, }jjg bi):tllg-‘(;'_erty, dirt, filth, squglatj
weaves, wnd oy ian peagint folks, SPIE"
colours :Lind c:;:lg;;mdms OXQuisite to%d;i‘ls(;;bcfgéé\sv Cﬁg" "4
works of art, V\'bh ;?:2?0110118 wooden, etal aud ston?]
artistic skill and pegp) Wonderful dexterity nnd innat®

hoti
bic sonse {h4 they even am®

trained artistg .

race-heritage, SZL gflvi rperienced connoigseurs. Lt i bet
is like an ancient, deI;;-gg b of the Celestiny Dzu;ghtel'- 6o
pussing winds of ofed treo, which catches all b

heaven g stre

its growth. bug i ngthen ity roots, to he‘fﬁ

“ Ohi . thaken and unmovgd, , ‘5
N3 18 d R .
China is not fig (tgorl.ﬁleél Eﬂg}é}?&g a menzce to the worldl
must be disiembaep ; China is not vion, 8ad
aky ed a . not a na 10' , 6

?i:f:i(ms Oihth,e world,"” ¢ nd dlvldded among the c,Wl.lllib
it el s oL
) U Ca e ; allenge to this g

works for a United Ching, t girl, who dre‘z’u“q, plang 8

these s0-called eivilised m»tio:;lh will yet Le a savionr
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;_"What shall ‘it be about ?

Whéﬁ; shallll”ﬁtt 'Ib@a about ?

(AvzpHI)

TJ'IE sheets were lying clean on the table except for a

“Cri” ub tho top ; the pen, for the 73th bine dipped
info the Lalf-empty ink-well, was taking on its 75th
deposit of dry ink on its vet unused tip; the short-story
hooks or novelestes, if vou prefer to cull thiem so, were
lying on the side-desks telb open ob indifferent pages: and
I, the suthor of ell this dull confusicn and clumsy idleness,
have been reclining in my chair ever since 1y wile wenb
inside, o hundred and twenty minutes helore, after giving
me the usual after-dinner betels, leaving me- to attend
seriously to my literary worlk,—now with hall-closed eyes
trying fto follow and esich some precious idea that

appeared before my mind but eluded

willingly lend his shoulder to the wheel to counteract the
overbearing weight? Here again, our propagandist is
only too well-informed to listen patiently to my learned
homilies. Ia is thorough enough with Rural Feonomics
and the problems of the labourer and tho agriculburist to
tackle with the rustic himself and goad him to apply his
energics to the obstinate wheel.

Or, shall I turn to the miraculous discovery of the
sterling virtues of tobacco, the charming ways in which
its differont manifestations serve man to the point of can't-
got-on-without-it, supplemented by a short, crisp note on

its origin from the first of Hindu

its grasp, probably afraid of being
torturcd into words ot ray hands,
and now looking ab the temphing
invitation of the Iditor to the
Avernge Reader to eonbributo, in
blick snd white, a record oi the
porambulations  of his  mental
faculty. In wain did T tickle my
mind and ia vain did Toabtempt to
nail down any oue of the hundred
themes that fiittod aeross it, for
any thi I actually did succeed in
catching I had to let go by—be-
eanse it happened to be either a fly
too ecommon and hated in every
house or & parrot which had ulready
repeated itself a hundred times
through as many pens of as many

dreamers like myself. " Good gracious!

doing 7"’

Now it was th? droam of the
young son-in-law on the eve of his
departure o his father-in-law's
house for the firsi Deepavali after
his marriage. his  scrupulous
equipment for the oceasion, the

doctor’s advice.”

“ Doctor’s advice!
stand.”

tramd cvery day-

What have you been

“This js what comes of taking the

“Well, my doctor told mo to go for a
I came off the best the

first three days, but the blighter I tackled
yesterday was an ex-pugilist.”

Tried and on the history of the
development of its innumerable
promises during  the cenfuries,
triumphing over the wretched and
contemptible homilies of its
iconoclasts ?  But the worshippers
of DBrahma for his rare blessing,
either know much more of the
history and development of tobacco
than ourselves or they are rather
mora interested in the actual enjoy-
ment of the manna than plunging
into a cold research regarding iis
origin and such other dry and
disjointed details about it.

Then, say, shall I leave aside the
stories, the heavy problems of the
day and abstract enquiries into the
origin of the luxuries and invite
the reader to smile and sigh with

. me af the pandemonium reigning
inside the 8. I. R. third-class com-
partment on the metre gauge trunk
line—at the divided attention wren-
ched from the wretched old man' in
front, by the prior occupants of the

But I don’t under-

pleasing scenes which he conjured
ap in his mental vision like the '
chance glance ab his girl-wife or at the door from behind
which she would no doubt be devouring him w1th her
eyes through 1ts chinks ; and the mischievous urchin of
a brother-in-law who mereilessly discovered to his eld_ers
the hasty retirest of his At/imber {rom his sister’s hiding

room.

Bub no, bhis is already too boring : the Deepavali
mouth is long past and no bridegroom would care to take
valuable hints from my causerio o guide him in his
behaviour at his wife’s father’'s house.

Shall it be, then, of the enthusiastic propagandist
expounding to the bewildered rustic, in the learned
phrases of his eollege texts and the 20th century Ciceros,
that the whole country was being crushed by Economie
Depression and starved by the neglect of the Cottage
Industries and that belore it was too late. he should realise
the danger, face the problem boldly in the face and

compartment refusing %o yield him an
inch of space to stand on his toe, and, in the rear, by the
flooding crowd from the just then arrived feeder shuttle
pushing him into the carriage—as they stuff cotton
into the pillow-case—not indeed in sympathy with hig
migerable plight, but merely to find room for themselves
if that were possible, in the carriage already p‘a,ckeda’, :
dozenfold,, with mutilated human forms and waggon-
Joads of crumpled trunks and bags; or, at the curses
showered by the old septagenarian at the corner geat
on receiving flat on, his head the heavy steel brunl;
thrown, unwittingly perhaps, by its owner from at a good
distance on the platform to establish first possession of the
seat; or ab the adamantine slesp of the long-distance
passenger whom the shouts and kicks of a dozen hoarse
throats and pairs of shoed legs would not persuade to fold
his fully stretched leg on the bench; or again at the
unperturbed resumption of her complaint by the old lady
on the opposite bench to her friend of a new acquaintance
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at the last station, re the monstrous boldness of her
brother's daughter who was found sitting square on the
floor in the presence of her husband in the same room;
or lastly. at the impabient engine which, with a cry turned
hoarse by constant wailing at its fate in having to help-
lessly witness these miserable sights, sighs oub of. the
platform and commences to gallop headlong §nto.the fields
in the cool night to forget all the world and its sins ?

Yet, I dure not touch on this topie, for my picbures
will receive scant attention beside those of my readers still
warm with personal reminiscences.

Or shall T content myself to subside into a giggle at
the charming idiosyncrasies of the all-potent ruler of a
wifa who will have everything her own way, who won's
sit by her hushand’s side in the tramear or the rickshaw,
who won't go to the market with her purss hanging by
the wrist, who won't show hersell at public teas or social
parties, who, even in her ftoilet, won't deviate an inch
from the primitive limits seb up by her old mother-in-law,
but will heartily curse the anacharam of the day which
is speeding the world headlong into Hell ?

Here also the track is beaten flat, and if my dis-
appointment at the cold rejection of my article by humbled
friends is nob chilling enough, I shall also have, waiting in
store for me, the positively colder reception at homs which
will make me boware, as long as I shall retain body and
soul together, of further attempts at trespass on the sacro-
ganct domains of the ‘gentler * sex !

Oh! these elusive themes! Shall 1 announce a new
departure, create a small sphere of mine own, peopled
with a few persons, and set them up in action after bang-
ing on them, or rather distributing among them, my list
of typical buman characteristics, and observe how they
mix with each other or clash one against the other?

But this experiment will fare no befter: the denoue-
ment of this drama will be simply as I shall wish it, and
who will $ake my word that this is a representation, in

Two young ladies entered the tram and found only
standing room. One of them whispered to her
companion :

“ T am going to get & seat from one of these men.”

She looked down the row of men and selected g
sedate gentloman. She sailed up to hitp and boldly opened
firo: “ My dear Mr. Green, how dehgt}ﬁed [ am to meet
you. You are almost a stranger. Will T accept your
seat? Well, I do feel tired, I admit. Thank you so

much.”

The sedate gentl~man—a perfect stranger, of course—
looked, listened, then quietly rose and gave his seat
saying = '

«“ git down, Pane, my girl. Don't often see you out
on & washing day. You must feel tired, I am sure. How's

T e e . — e, 'MAM

miniature, of ‘ B ‘
creation a.re? t}?ur bigger world and that these types of mY

elformul.a,e representing all human action®
o kt'he hiss of the critic and I dare not, 0¥
¥ skin, take up this line either.

Ares all avenuss cloged ¢
But how aceount for the
around me just warm fro

the love of m

' Is the case so desporate the?
litter of puapers and novelob
w the presg ?
Simpﬁ}x !ﬁzguo }éave hit it, Why care for the gopic?
thing—ng mng‘, Your own peculigy way of telling b
from the clug her UL it be the same s have boon reless
. ches of Others’—' put dOVV[l your bboughﬁs—f

, essay, this or that, old o
will have it ' mind—a  day-dream i XO“
he reader to accopt it WiE
Y and all the putleln::
and receive, wigh ¢ ugh, your scribbled though'®
may choose o ta,kehi: bv?istthglra'cel whatever approciation 1

Accord; . .
a recmrdc %l;déﬁg E“; llfig mellowed definition, your assay is bub
into a race on th yo ot the mind "—Jet Ioase and tickled
the eye and the egr tated out by the observations ©
charger along aﬂeqﬁat 2 long us theso two reins guide th®
slip. © ¥racks, she need have no fear of ®

For, from the m: .
3 hundred ngbjeg arﬁlggg{s}ogkey who holds tho breath o

fanctioning jtq o oW to the tipy pin humbly
ONINg i3 simple duty of boldin g by olgl){egtls] fogether

& : .

frot of th:,l(:gn-e;"?m fail tg bhe elevated by the gracel
Need it bhe sa,JiI(Il thftu‘tt the 8tuce—how to got at it
receives on the famili&rltra?c?;lops from the training if
Ah! my mi Sk
sheets sti]] bla,nkn ti 93:(18?}? after ¢
afternoon lunch ang cof(e: 1{

are blank, I have neverthelens o

he inothy, leaving the
@ my wife is coming with the
ub no matter ; if my sheets
aught the clue, Au revoir!

Manager et H

morning Y8 YOu seen thg eashier thi
Clerk .~ Yo, 1,
» De i :
borrowed the railway mcz‘:lt?ai?e?}thout a moustache and
*
*
He was *

& genuj
tanately, hOWever, ﬁ;" ftemperance enthusisst. Unfor-

doubts in people’s ming. 800 belied him and gave rise t0

hever been in one of them.”

your mistress " back of the halj came the so?zl;\g Sifnk in. Then from the
The young lady gob her seab bub lost her vivacity. *Which 0ne is thag o N :ed"' volca,
asked,
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Here is an amusing story about Mr, C. B. Cochran,
the greatest of Linglish theatrical producers. He was
visiting a cerbain provincial town, end was invited by the
manager of the local music-hall to pass an opinion on a
comedian who was appearing there. Mr. Cochran sab
through the turn without moving a musele, though the
house rocked with laughter. l.ater on. the manager asked
Cochran for his verdiet, *'A splendid turn I” he replied.
*“I must get him for my f{orthcoming show.”

“ But,” said the puzzled manager, “I thought you
were disappointed with him. You didn’t laugh once.”

“Laugh!” exclaimed Cochran. ‘' Taugh when he
knew that I was beside you in that box! Why, every
smilo would mean that he would ask for another five
pounds 8 week when it came to engaging him.”

One smile makes o flirtation. One flirfation makes
two acquainted. Two acquainted make ond kigs, One
kiss makes several more. Several kisses make an engage-
ment. QOupe engagement makes two fools. Two fools
make a marriage. One marriage makes two mothers-in-
law. Two mothers-in-Inw make a red-hot time,

* * %

A verdict of murder in the first degree had just been
brought in.

* Your Honour,” said the prisoner’s counsel, ’rising
~ 4L . *
and addreseing the court. I demand & new trial.

“(On what ground ?” asked the Judge.

“On the ground that some members of the jury are
incompetent to render a just verdict. Among them are
an undertaker, a rops manufacturer, a florist and a dealer
in mourning goods.”

A new trial was granted.
* * *

A wealthy American once obtained an interview with
the Pope. He gave His Holiness the glad hand, and
remarked, “ Very pleased to meet you, sir. Ihad the
honour of being acquainted with your fabher, the late
Pope "

* * *

The house was advertised as being *“ within a stone’s
throw of the station.” The man who came to view if
found he had to walk two weary miles before he reached
it. On srriving he took the advertiser where he could
look back on his track and said: * Would you mind
introducing me o the man who threw thab stone ?”

¢

The scene of a new film was being performed,and the
producer was very cross with one young lady who was
supposed o be resisting the attempt of a young man to
kiss her. The effect was most unsatisfastory. * Think
now,” said the director, * haven't you ever tried to stop
a young man from kissing you?” ‘' No,” was the frank
reply.

%* * * -

A mun who was wanted by the police had been
photographed in six ditferent positions. The pictures
were seulb to the chief of police in assmall town where the
fugitive vvas thought to bs hiding.  Aftera few days,
headquarters received the following reply: ““ Sir, I have
arrested five of the six men whose photographs you sent
me, and the sixth is under observation, and will be
gecured shortly.

* * *

Kemble, on one occasion being interrupted by the
erying of & child in the gullery, at last came forward, and
in his deep soleran tones addressed the andisnce : " Ladies
and gentlemen, unless the play be stopped, the child
cannot possibly go on.

" * % *

Punctuation amounts to a good deal at times. TFor
instance, what a world of difference there may be bebween
& woman who is happily married and a woman who is,
happily, married. And another instance. The man who
proposed the toast observed: * Woman—withous her,
man would be a savage!” and the next day, he was horri-
fied to read in the papers: ‘‘ Woman without her man,
would be a savage.”

* * - *

When Sir William Anson, who was recognised ag
the greatest living authority on constitutional law, wag
elected to the House of Commons, ** He knows more abou
Parliament than any of us,” said an M, P. to the Speaker.
** Ah, he will soon get sll that knocked out of him,” was
the reply.

x * *

The foreman of the mill instructed one of the new
hands to test the incandescent gas mantles in the weaving
sheds and discover haw many required renewing.

Eventually the man returned with hig report ;
“ Ninety-seven new muntles ave required,” he said.

“ What ?” exclaimed the foreman.
only gob pinety-seven lights altogether.”

. "“Wael), I tried ‘em all.,” said the new hand, Every
one I squeezed was rotten and fell to bits.”

* WhY' we'va
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The telophone bell vang iv the fire-stabion oftice. The
Quty firernan picked up the rocsiver.

“ Ty that the fire-station 77 azked a bimid vaiea

" Yz, that's right,” roplicd the fireruan ezgerly.

" Well,” ?ontimmd the voiee, "I bavo just had o
new rock-garden built, and I have pub insunie new
plants—"

“Vhere's the fire?” asked the fireman.

“ Uome of these new plants ave vory expensive aund —"
the voice wenb on.

“ ook here, " said the firemen at lass,
tie floveer shop.”

“No. Ldon't.” saidthe voice. ™I was coming to

. . T . . . o
thab in » minute. Wy neighibour’s house ison five, and |
don't want you clunsy firewmen treading over 1wy geiden
when vou come here. ’

“you want

3

*®

The conversation had

And hers |
And bpeve 13 anobhor of har

e s
5! N i

e aing  rocollections
) Mhe rones Dorlei-Coutbo v ey oo ¥ “%f( i
N . AULER, v e Doy figure @
bhuti bivie, aneo found wn ol Irishygn pus Bt
of hier conch and sturing riaht e arsines oo bho shel
polbi év hand staving vight hito the ©ndoy. A shocket
WOHCE 1Y Can i
pab e L) L;h W vrying ap, bub bho oo instaad 0
plaling Tookind o4 8o officor with o i byinkle iF
hor blue oyes, and siid: *Och, how ] Fh fwinkla Ir
thien 2" oy how did she geb oot

= &
\ (‘l .
Soaninred, an Anaeriey g
(f[ism;-;nim:- b :‘10‘7 \AU!‘(J:I({‘M' atel g Yeobnan wore
X8 RSN RV VERISN PR E2 4
ing fo disenver that bl oo i they o one mone
Ti o Wy oo milionniry,
1o spsuiod sid e wontd Lt i
The Americ i1 h del b bl e,
_ Awmenesty 2l he would - :
e, i would go o Parr fo havo @
mn 1% . .
Tho “autsmen waid ho would a0
3

it A0 den X o sloop nown to e
if ho coudd make nothor million oot 10

B e e ! * e

m.: . .
This  delizhiful story

changed from one thing |
to unother, finishing up
with high buiidings. '

The AMuerican thought
he hul the man beaten
when Lo i there wus a
bailding in New York <o
high that it took a person
ab le-sb twenby-feur hours
to get to the top.

“ Pedad,”  said  Pat,
“ihere's o littls building
I was working on soe
time ago in good old
Dublin, when one Bubur-
day morniug aboub eleven

found i
of Arn il Ronrntt, ™

[
I ahott Sy e Barrio 19
. “Thy Jonrnald
f

The fomeus anbhor was
entertainineg Ausgnith and
Bivrell 60 dinner  one
(A)V()Y'lin‘f ;||]41 },},- Wiy (){ R
joko be had sernged with
Asiiith's dunghtor-in-1aw
and o wonen friend thab
they should dress up 88
housemaidg wnd perve ab
table.

Tha bwo ladies dis
suieed  them-clves with
wizs mud neither of tho

oelork 1 dropped  my
hamuner from the top, suoshy revcansed  thois
and sure and begorra, Bt alter duner, in the
when I went to work on Puticnt [who was %epb waiting [oe o Lo fima) e arft“wng'}.@om' ‘v:\squ\th
Monday orning  the ! doekor, 1 hid avon fore g bmey i ALY goid to his hoct, & Do you
¢ . B ; s an forgotton why T eam I . - i

thing hit me on the top K Docfor i~ Why, of conrs ¥ eams herg. ) ’W_,lmo\\', Barvio, one of
of the heall” : 5y of tonse, 1oss of memory, W those mids of yours 18

—— i . . .
% L s e e e (0 exbraordinarily Jike my

s e danghtor-in-law.”

Brilliant pecple have often very quesr ways. One of
the strangest whims was that of Mr. John Galsworth
who recently passed awuy. Ile bad a desk Cfmﬂt).‘ucte?{
high enough for him to writa ak it standing, Most of
his great novels were written at this desk. ) v

* * *

Princess Montesquion Montlue Siena, a member of
tha Trench Royal House, narrates this amusing étm.vl !
her autobiography, There's Rosemary. * Once ?vhcu "tim
Muharajah of an Indian State was driving to « Lave 1o
all his oriental splendour, the trufiic was ,stoppé(l fL!? lel
couple of young men looked info the coach ‘\7[~i o
John ! excliiined one of them, " ook ab é‘mt“’“Y BTY:’
Mabrejah smiled and said @ " Yes, look, iny snod fail §
whereupon the second sightseer opeuned h?q érefo.w’;i
mouth, and finally whispered in wwed acéexxgs? e
speaks English I v

a
i

A very Ty worloan!
exrimin;ﬂ_q ,;Zg (;]:ék?r-' WF“t bo a famous doctor to he
and discovored acbor tosted him and ssked quostions

Noxt L W.Imt wes wrong with the man.
WOY}(er::;; f}:‘()ig:;,g t’ ’}‘30 amazompend pf hig Ie'l!ow'
They bagan %o Le ; was discoverod  working fovorishly-
£he toun -‘%m:w ) W40 }'nm’ ahout the sudden change, an
ring zmd }]} , i')\t) v their gibes, retorted :  “The malinge
Working b8 only way I could cure myself was by

\I\UI{; hard in tho open air. ”
frO!nAhiS'\:-’,})‘,-es,S,t;.),zy,has 4 sud ending. The roar af laughter
Whon o A es sont him rushing to & dictioniry
order to wy 'idj).vér%l that ho was “foigning illness 11

word duty,” he lapsed back into his old ways.
x

{xs](9(3q;il}§) dl‘)(i}: c.et’“"‘?‘ ah the HQHSO of Commons wag once

“No," was tg[ or if th,e, chaplain prayed for the members. ’

lodk’m 1 @ roply, ** he walks into the House, takes 8
und at the lot, and then prays for the country:” '
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The new office boy had an indifferent memory. His
employer, tired of reminding him of his duties, instructed
him to maka a note of everything important he had to do.
and to keep it beside him on his desk.

The next day the employer was glad to see a large
note prominently displayed on the boy's desk.

“ At last 1" he murmured to himself. ‘' My warnings
have taken effect.”

Complacently. he walked over to look at the note.
It read, '* N. B. Leave office ab six o’clock sharp.”

Tit-Bits.
* * *

About 2 a.m. & man knocked up a doctor in a small
village. and asked him to come immediately to a place
about ten miles away.

The doctot dressed. gob out his car and drove quickly
to the destination. _

His caller asked: ** What is your fee, doctor 7

* A guinea,” replied the doctor. in soma surprise.

““Tfere it is, then,” said the man handing over the
money. ** and cheap, t00. The garage man wanted 30s,
to drive me over. You 86, 1 missed the last train.””
Pearson's W eekly.

* * *

An old Shakespearian actor was pngaged ab a music
hall to give tragic readings from Shakespeare. . His recep-
tion was anything bub complimentary.

\When he came off the stage. he was approached by a
kindly cockney comedian who bad been watching his
performance from the wings.

» Don't take any. notice of ‘em,” he said sympatheti-
cally. = I've been watching yout turn, and I think you're

darned fuany "' Humour.
* * *
Movie Director :— ' Now, here is where you jump off the
cliff.”
Nervous Actor :—"" Yeah, but suppose 1 get injured or
killed.”

Movie Director :—'Oh, that is all right, It's the last
scene in the picture.” Screenland.
% * .

A youngster who had just joined the staff of a news-
paper and had heen warned by the editor of the awful
consegquences of making ill-founded gtatements, was sent
to report a church bazaar. :

" The hazaar,” he wrote, " was opened (so it is said)
by Mrs. Urown. alleged to be the wife of Councillor
Brown, commonly supposed to be a more or less highly
esteemed tradesman of this town. She was dressed in

what some would describe as fashionable and decenk
attire, and was support

od on the platform by ?pe go-called
vicar and other reputed ladies and gentlemen. _
Edmonton Bulletin.

* * *

Employer :—"" Do you know shorthand ?”
Applicant .—‘Like a pative, sir.”

34

Humorist.

Other Peoplesf’ »»Humom‘

) Benjamin Franklin wrote: * QOuly two things in
this life are certain—death and taxes.”” What the tax-
payer resents is that they don't come in that order.

Saskatoon Star Phoenix.

Recently there was a distinct earthquake shock
whiqh disturbed » small western city and rocked the
municipal building so that the councillors. then in gession,
left without the usual ceremonies.

The clerk. a man of rules and regulations, was hard
put to it to give his minutes the proper official tone.
Finally he evolved this masterpiece : “On motion of the
Town Hall, the Council adjourned.”

The American Boy.
* * *

An English bishop received the following note from
the vicar of a village in his diccese :—

" My Lord, I regret to inform you of the death of
my wife. Can you possibly send a substibuto for the
week-end 2" Sydney Bulletin,

* * x
Jim sought his ideal and found her,
He tackled his wooings with vim.
Alas, charmiog Sue,
Had an ideal too,

And it wasn't the least bit like Jim.

College Humor.
* * *

James returned home from wark very late one even-
ing and informed his wife that he had received a straight
tip to back Princess Charming next day.

At breakfast, the following morning, he could not
remember the namse of the horse and appealed to his wife.

“Tush look at me, dear,” she said coyly.

James looked hard at her for a moment and then an
uncertain hali-smile came to his face.

“Wasib . . .« BT o & -
he agked.

Ugly Duckling ?”

Nowel.
* * *

A young cadet was being put through his paces by
an old sea captain.

“s What would you do if & sudden storm sprang up on
the star-board 2" he asked.

* Phrow out an auchor, sir,” said the youth.

“What would you do it anotber storm sprang up
alt 7" usked the instractor.

“ Phrow oub another anchor, sir,” said the cadet.

 And if another terrific storm sprang up for’'axd what
would you do ?” persisted the captain.

“ Throw over another anchor,” came the reply,

“ Here, hold on!” said the captain. “ Where are
you getting all your anchors from ?” »

“ Prom the same place as you are getting your
storms,” said the youth. Answers.
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BALA, THE BAD WOMAN
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Land of Happiness.”

In the preceding seven instalments,

Bala is given in marxizge toa man old euough to ho her
fathor. She attains uge nud comes bo live with her husbund.
3 an orthodox mau and somewhat orestic,  Bulds merival 1ife
i3 very uucounuon. To @)l jutents wnd purposes her hushuad
bokaves like w futhor to bor. 1lo tells Balw thut hor hormcopu
is bud and that the judicuiions uro thut <he would lead w ** hug.
bandless life'’'. Ho has no faith, however, in whut the wstrologers
predict.

Looking idly out of tho window, one day, DBula =uesa girl
{Radhx) run over by a car in the street. She renders first aid to
the child.

(ioing out in the car avoshor day, wstrange man siles ab
Bala, This man appoars in Bule’s droam aund makos love Lo her,

Bala saes on the Maring, her dream-lover and Radha walk.
ing hapd in hand. She learns that heis Radha’s fathor. Baly
takes Radha home in tho cur and on the way Rudha tolls o story
from which Bula further tearus that Radha's futher i5 really ip
love with her. The dream supports Balw’s inforence and she mukes
sip her mind nob to haye anything to do either with Rudhka, or

hor fniher N . ,
- Bub dosting tukes hor 1 thae Bosch aud while sitting

Wl wloao pogy ’

alt wlo hur“:‘ll\’r b-]‘{(x Weler’s odgo ouo ovening, Rudlin's father

him to fusk .hlfl’é“’g tor tha wisoroaboubs of hix child. Bula Likes

bk -ZL> olling suorios Lo the child, bhut ho takes her 18
TS SRS bo sy, Bula does’y 1‘(»}10‘ him

Suys Bady, : .
kiss. )I.u “;EL‘E \VHXU} 10.11;,‘,5 ovorybhing in the glory of that oosbatio
honour worg swint J'\Un‘dug ol long port-up wnotion, reason At
sweah world (. ’[, Wy, M owas wowli rling, stranghing, wad,

Wi, b conlained ouly us two, All elge consed Lo oxist.

J O al v .
Loub, she x-u;});ﬁ()(f,J ;wmﬂ aftor the heavonly avening bohiud the
calls i and qreq LA Tosolves Lo stop hor silly romanen ', 88 she
fathor’s Pl:wu\ n;x{lgon 10 luzwo‘bho city for a short stay ub her
her fubhor arg Lu? fathor arrives in the city and whilo Bala and
Walks wp ilm Niihi‘f)d- in Lho_br:xiu rondy to dopart, Bala's jover
hur doctor, 15:]:1: /],(01 m‘ :mfl nteaduces himself to Balw's fathor a8
0 Baln, suying 1] veDs quiot,  Har lover hands over au ouvolope
» SYINg that it containg powders to soethe hor, She opond

tho ehvelops ki - ’ !
2 lobtor thel‘(}iﬂ,d Ill%gr :;;ut ﬁ:? hor father js fast asloep and findd

“I feol I mush say something aboub myself. Till
¥ saw you, Ilived only for Radha. I had no other
interest in my life. 1ler mother was a good comracde,
of very sweot disposition and I had groat affection
for her. She died within 24 hours of Rudha’s hirth.
I vowed not to marry again and to dovote all my
lifo to Radha. That day when sho had an accident,
I very nearly cotlapsed when I heard about it Tf
anything had happened to Radha that day, if T should
have lost that child, I eouldn’t have survived the
shock.  You wera the kind angel thab ministered to
her, in her hour of distress. [ had conjured up u
wrong picture of you of a matronly woman with
plenty of children of herown. It was Radha's deserip-
tion of you and the conserjuent euriosity thud bhrouzhi
me to your door. And when I saw you and your
flushed face and the anger that flaved up ub my un-
conscious but well-inawnt smile, I realised that a groat
yearning hud growun in mo to know you hebior.
I see tho hand of destiny in the motor-neeident,
in your drewm and in that hesvenly evening behind
the bout’, Do not think T am profime when Isay
that in our Love, T evoen sco the sinefion of wn All-
forg.ving. All-moerciful Providenco, who Inows,

1 know your bushand is o very ligions and
God-foaring man. T bhave vory grond rospech for
him.  Bus inomy own hamble way, 1 leel 1 have also
seen God in the sheen of a rose-pelal, in the {fragrance
of a jasinine, in an evening sunseb, and in tho croon-
ing lullaby of a mother aver a cradle. [ hauve
soarchod myself inwardly, vivigected my inunermost
feelings and I dn no$ find anywhoro within me
anything to make me ashamed of wysell in my
feelings towards you.

“You ask me to forget and forgive. The first is
impossible. I wonder if even death ean efface the
memory of the ecstatic moments you have given me.
As for {orgiving, Tam everlwtingly, hopelessly, in
your debt: you have imade lile sweet, enchanbing
and gracious.  There is nothing, thereiore, to forgive.

“Tho test for all great things, my deur, is
gacrifice and suffering. Iamn contont with the thought
that thers is another hoart in His Universe beating
in unison with inine.  Another soul that g parf and
parcal of inine. I ask for nothing more. *" To have
loved and lost is betfer than never to have loved at
all,” though a much hackneyed saying, is true. 1f
you are alraid, you need not move one step forward,
but do not, I pray you, think unkindly of me. It
would hurt me terribly. If you command, I shall
not see you, I shall not come near you, bub pleass,
please, let me keop the great treasure I have found—
my lave for you.”

* * B

After reading this letter that night in the train, all
the good and pious resolutions I had mude about for-
getting my lover were scaftered to tho four winds.
I found muyself actually planning how [ could get away
from the parental roof and join my lover. We qould
perbaps go away to some distant land and there live a
joyous life. Had my lover the money to make a start and
would he be able to earn enough to keep us above ?va,nt?
These and similar questions worried my mind, all night.

Bala, the Bad Woman

Ido not know how many times I read this latter
over during wy stay beneath the parental yoof. The
result was disastrous. T was always moody, absent-
minded, careless of my looky or appearance, dreaming day
and night of my lover and cursing the fate which had
tied me to an old man for life. My parents were greatly
agitated over my ‘il heuth’. They tried their best
fo keop me in good spivits. Mother made the most delect-
able delicacies hub they turned to dust in my mouth,
Father borrowed a car from one of his friends and wonld
implore me to go aut in the evenings for a drive. But
I proferred dulkness wnd solitude Ie asked me if he
might write’to my husband and ask my favourite doctor
to be senb ovor.  [le meant. of course, the pseudo-dector,
wy lover. 1 paled and forbade him from doing anything
ol the kind. At last, much wguinst my will, they called
in e loe ] doctor.  Mother's complaint {0 him was
pothebic.

“Oh, Dockor { Something has happened to this child,”
sho wailed.  “She doesn’t tuke any food and keeps waking
all night.  She was always a cheerful ehild. but now she
is always movose and moody.  See ! her chesks have sunk
and she s losing flesh.  What will ber husbhand think of
us il he <o hor like this 7

Tho doctor tormed tn o wned felb wmy pulse, examined
rry ungs il dia all tha wsusd voutine things o doctor
usaally Joos.  He asked 116 some questions about the
condition of my infernal eeonomy to which I raplied in
monosyltables.  He wag grave, "1 think this is a case in
which I should like to have the opinion of o lady dostor,
aftor a thorough examination,” hae ohserved, in the best
profossionad manner.  Father was daly unpressed, while
mother guspoed with lear,

“No, please. 1don't want any lady doctor,” I said
vory firmly. ‘‘There is nothiug whatever the matter
with me. ”

“ But, Bala, you laok so bad,” my mother protested,

“Tam nobt as bud as T look, mother,” I rotorted,
gmiling, but only father caught the point wnd smiled.

“I wasg talking to the doctor who was attending on
her in the city, " said my father to the local doctor,” angd
he did say something about her ailmen$ being peculiar to
women,  Perhaps, a lady doctor would be helpful,

““1 see, that docbor, whom you met in the platform,
hag been saying a lot of things from his Imagination. If
I don’t geb better in a fortnight, then you ean bring in ag
many doctors as you like, of any sex you please and I
promise to take all their mixtures. pills and powders. Just
now, I dou't want any trectment. I am going to treat
miyself—a gread treat, in fact, " said I and that ended the
consultation.

I knew what medicine would cure me and what
treatmeut I craved. I could bave it for the mere asking,
But I lucked tho courage. I was afraid of the inevitable
oonsequences. Bub I couldn’t possibly go on like this.

One day, I threw discretion to the winds and snatch.
ing u piece of paper, scribbled the following lines and
posted it to my lover.

“Am ready fo go anywhere with you. Take me
away soon.

By return post I got his reply. But it was enclosed
in an envelope on which was printed the nams of my
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hushand’s shop and its address, That "wag vary clever,

- Bala, the Bad Woman

X Aremn: e

made special dishes and, after suppor, all of ug assel : sjount as I knew you couldn's be trusted to look after her But the pain grew worse. I couldn’t sit. With my

My fatlher thought it wos  lotter &

My £ ' a i 0 me from m . il . . ‘

Muther wis ancious 60 know its eontents, %}'lhuzbgnd. n the conrtyard  Father and my lovor werd loungiog 1:: —1I mean the car again——properly.” head on his lap I lay down while the car hurtled along

your husland sny ¥ she usked me, Nathing ma ho?s 0asy-chairs and disenssing my * ifnoss . The disoustios Abdul walked back o the rear of the car and came ub a tremendous specd. Io soothed we with many
ueh in 5 A mixed endearments and cavesses, but I shed silent tears.

that letter, ” I told her. “Iam wanted: thu is all 1" Was polyglot—EBnglich snd Tamil, interminably Tt % back grinning. * Yes, sir, no petrol,” he said.

But the lotter I received was shart and sw oot YVG(;S&}: and mysalf wore sitting  nourby and Sy “T told you so. Shove in those gadgots inside. Fil’l, It was dark when we reached Dangalore. The car
“ Avrangemsnts well on way. T sw couidn’t waderstand sl of tho conversalion and freg¥ her up from the spare cans and let us then leal her pulse. was direeted fo the residence of a popular lady doetor.

ear I will pot turned to me for snlig

make you ragret,  Am in Seventt Heaven ” ghts WP

My Luckily she was ab home and eould attend to me. T was

htonmont. My tho In about ten minutes the enging was humming.

away, wondering what hix nl; . Wi finally ‘ . : . assisted into her rooms and was asked to lie down, My
Tvary duy N ! wh plans were. ou 1 limbed into the frout seat. ! ! e o 3
Evary duy brought a small message to me from my rebired for the night I was atill lols wondering- vy over“cl o herrip I he commanded. Abdul let her and laver, in a few words, explained the situation

laver and thesa aotes kopt ma ) jont
v n good humour, Byt and mysalf slopt together and I tonk tho precaill t she was soon leaving my uative place behind, ut 45 miles “I understand,” siid the Idy doctor. * Kindly

mobhar was wondering why I : balsi
lottore. I pat hor off sayinu{haf; ggvgpigagzzdetﬁ these “i:;‘»l:foi;?:gdgo% {:f the room. I couldn’t Sxe'w-the M an hour. Was it the beginning or end, I wondered, of wait outside. I must ¢xamine her,”
. S A . 98 PR fa ‘ ion i s
The last note I got from my lover ran thas - Bﬁf{’;‘ Something kit m:?ﬁf:;; vezrty”;i;z‘;z !;;;3:2 li)r;en rowB Bala. Sho asked me u question in Canwrese. I siniled and
> 4, R b3 +

coming there tomnorrow.  Shall be your doetor, of courss through the window. I want ami looked onb. There w8 Thirty miles off, there wag a small railway station.  said, “For mutual understanding, we have only the

Hopo to restore you.  All arrangements made. Courage 1" nobody near the window. | byightomsd the lamP il The car swung info this station. From the xx(:zibini,f roois King's Baglish lois.”  She almost gasped.
# * « searched for the missile that hit no. jb wed B Sper' of Vth‘e station, came porters, who Xoadgd inside }t :]e ‘otnj “Now, [ am going to like you better and mako you
A big sedan drew up in froak of our houga I%!ece of stoa swrapped in papor. I wawrapped the paw ' and in the luggago-curvier. trunk?, sm-b 1&‘%{(}" t).e dl,ng; better.” She sturted probing hers, there, evorywhere
next morning and oub jumped my lover, b e_arly the he"‘? Wag a message in it I{ | suggesh mor % ate.. and the enr again turned to the road. ot & wor while she kept up the convorsabion.”
stethoscope in pocket. I couldn's repr:;é 8 10 hand, WOTRINg bhat you hive tonoly drive i my G0 S . passed between me and my lover. “Wha is your namo ?*
sight. Father was agresably surprisad B:‘Sml}e ag F?JB 4188 any ohjections, ' the note said, A jonely drive lg“ : The sun was overhead. We had crossednajsxgall “ Balw”
angel thab seub you here, doctor.  Wa aro roat] 4 kind ‘;‘W belonging 6 o Zumindar whow we pever koow ! w . strean. My lover turned to e and asked, " Feoling  Musical Dune, dear. What doss it mean 2
aver Bala, ™ suid father. Grostings over thi p%u};i nged or? My wondor grew. : hangry 7” “ Youny on;a W ( o
exuwived mo.  Pulse, temperature, Tungs, thg oator Bett wmorning, whan coffea was over, MY Jover “No," I said, * feeling inquisitive. o 8%
routine was gone through without g flayy. usual gemzxrkad fo my fathar : “”;, " g{”;«i“uq morsing: Wg “ Well, I can satisfly both, Abdul, stop !” B Hr?f 00. dons " This oo T roeliod hor. “ Wi
“I had an operation to on't you seng ) Tob Py The or tob d and explored the ground. He Jatlo. my dear! is us § repeiled her. 1y
. perform on the Zam: . your daughtor out for @ drive?s . My lover got down and exj g - p ) o A . e
Erizapur and I rememberad bhat on my w:y g;c"?{mdur of ;5‘ bhere.  She vught to 6l hor hmw: with the crisp sout selected o shady spot near tha bod of the stream and bhis &:I?YHG.S.B. Never been exwmined hke this before
look you up.  That is the Zamindar's car ther I could MY iy, bwics at laast y day " 7 carried from the car cushions and a lunch basket, Having No'. ‘ .
Iam veally glad Icame. She jsp'g lookin, 6 outsida, " Why don't you, Bale ¥ waked sny fathor. sob thess, down he came and opened the door for me and “Itis necessary. Think Tam your mother. Wish
sho ought to and I am afraid T myg hf d% woll ag “Thers i h" a7 askod sy | b 63T I bending low in mock ceremony, said, **Your majesty, I had a daughter like you. You are beautiful, dear, and
This chango has not dane her any good, Ifn ¢ lham}, Buppoze?” 1 askednlo’t g wrong n usas Queen of hearts, luncheon is served I’ I am sure tha$ man outbside is lueky. Ah—thank you—
hea made her worss. ™ anything, iy “Nok at alf - nm.‘ . 4y trest i “ No questions, please, il the stomach s filled{” he Now thon—turn—this way. Good} Bless me! Just a
" What exactly is the matter with har o 88 Mine " raplisd my lover. You wa¥ admonished me, as I sat and looked sround at the ideal minute! Well, of all the— .
asked him. 7 my father Wi Elysian surroundings, while he got ready the lunch. Her arms on her hips, she stood staring at me, in a
“ Nerves: Heart weak : low resiskance N Wi] Y'i)u same with o, {ather 77 § to talk I dido't relish the food, but I was really hungry upd pyzzled way. I didn’t realise then, what she had
" You menn bigh resistance 3 1 o8 s to yo de Lil you want me, [ will. DBut I wad n bolted down whatever he gave mae. 'I offered to help him  discovered. ‘
S el depend: o8 what i; asked him, y Sr“o‘ctm“ He wanty to go nway, this uftemoob“m to wash the dishes bub be wou‘{.}ng hsgs;" \Vhe;l ct-":e “How long have you been married 7"
} ¢ & . A . ¢ ol o303 " TPags 1 I . )
There is resistance to disesse ungo?rg{?t ta be resigteq. inatl'uclte?i};f then,” I wid. My lover vwenfz‘ o hed l“mh_?dgk@b “:‘g 1’~‘?1fe‘}' ho ;;(:)rl:;easo%u ll?kgl"'d‘i?a ;.ﬂf About six months.
Your case, 48 you know, comes ung eSistance to y cure.  changed o deiver, in a conpla of minutes My me. " Now, askas many q‘,‘,e sas y i i * Which is your nabive place ?”’
‘v ‘3 under ths latter cabodory 88L MY 51100 and was spacding wony the 103 ho* " Where are we going? “* Madras.”
4 you advs ' ag : BGIrpris M A, dat o a M “ as.
. What would dvise 2 agkeg my fabhor ¥ ™8t surprise sway the dm;r;n' :zf tho m;- Tlo was 8 Ma - To the Land of Happiness. Mo S
1 shall have to think it over | 004D, young but grave, § over howrd my lover pdrd " Do, please, be serious.” Where are you going ?
« . (J ’ A, 1 1

. * I ata 80 : . s . : . [ PR
go away. How I wish I could kes 'y L have to 108 him ag Afy ” : Kins happi Would I didn't like the cross-examination. “"We ure on a
” p her ung : Abdul. I am seriously bent upon seeking bappiness. vyou o4
i . 8r Obgay 2 g -tour, Mysore, Ooty and back.
for a {ew days ! vation About tep miles sway thore was 4 toll gite T*;‘_’ you have it otherwise ? . motoz I;[)ur y%fm; ”Oo y and back
away Lhe a4 i : pldt : “ Well, T won't ask any {urther questions if you are oneymoon

% -
“You don't mean to gay ear slowed

. e you i . 4 . ' ue o : . w .
medxixtely? &ré going away im. tered, "Gughgéwgwi!:.:wmt?e 5"“'3';"“0 1; i‘;’i ;’;i: ! mi\::d'  trivolous.” I nodded assent. ‘‘ Puuny,” she exclaimed snd added
B : " . 14 ¢ R BRIty t. : . . . “ bty {3 a moe
T am afraid I must, thfa &?Wer, et down ant 1 ;«::;}0’ h:; i:’”‘) :)eb. e tmke‘i s st i sensible,  ‘Ask no questions  is a golden I m:mf; talk to that man. Ixcuse me.
" That won't do! You mush gbe . with the 8ngine, frownod 1' livestad nimself o1, 1 a rule. Now, shall we make a mova? We must be in ‘ ‘bhe went out. I was p'uzzl\ed. What was she
2y and ding with ng, €8 He too ih o d1ves ’ y driving at ? They wore conversing in low tones outside.

i A D . L
T am sorry. Yo § " e s o pho parss b ) ‘o before nigbtfall.
y U must excuse mp, he engine to pioces and laid tho P30 iy Bangalore before nig She came in after a while, smiling.

see the Zamindar again in the I have gob to 8936 TOW 0n bhg po SRTE Y iyt ) “ ; lace I have heard of,” I said
; i af . road. [ didn's bk to him as ab least 13 a place VO » . . AU
I must start for Madrag, " bernoon.  Ang to-nighg, :eb?‘t the wmatter wag. | {I(;!‘t % t:bblu‘:iewnus. it w‘;, rising. That There is a lot to be s';?xd mm favour of the socia}
" You can't Io1ve me like tha a . futh:i-g lto.  There was ot w sonl thorebost 0l This time ho sat Leside me, inside the car. After  customs among you Indians,” she reaarked cheerfully.
" Well, lot mo 500, 1 shayg + 40CtOr, ™ T proteg, ol Porhs would hg wondoring why 1 had out rev;,\rt sbout an hour or so of fast driving and silence between us, Now, don't think I am a meddling fool, but it surprised
shall the disouss what to 4. reburn fo-pg ght ang v aps, he Was gobting anxious, | A voice bebif 5 e X folt a little pain in my hip. Soon it becawe acute anfi [ me to find you & virgin. You can come in, Mls.ter, she
SomOrTow afternoon - - Inany case | must bo o1 H" What is the matter, Abdul?” 16 was my sion was fidset He looked at me once or twice and sesing called out, to my lover. He came in. His face was
» . o 18 face wug A 1 ) orapiry a8 niagety. . ! d putting an arm ense and there wuas a strange glow in his eyes.
Ws expect you then op; B on his forgh 1shed and thare woro drops of 1 . wrotd the agony in my face, cameo uearer and p s w N ) oo
asked him. night for BUPPSr ¥ Fathey Bir” he ‘r_a aad. Abiul grinned, Somebhilts around me asked, ' What is it ? I don’t think it is entirely indigestion. I am alraid
“If you please.” ' L ga‘“d‘ Waﬂv “ Oh, oh, it is paining here, here, I don't know why ?” I must keep her under observation. I shall let you have
N . ’ 12 . 1 Ay M
| here 1 BSomething iy abways wrong somewhere  Topd o pressed me closa to himsell. It is thab borrid @ draught. Give her two doses tonight and let her starve.
% * * what A, 8 doetor, sabhing right rfmm \n :xnscbsﬂfi?mwd lunch ?ouﬂht not to have given it to you. Now beir And tomorrow we will have another look ut her,”
Th };e rt‘itumed i the evening in 4he Zamindar), machi;: :smw“" alter all, hofore such a 0P qe up, dear. We will fix ib up as soon a8 we reach Bangalure. " Thanks very much. What have I to pay ? asked
6 CAr Was ot seut away, Mothey axerbed he:sg?f '33-1"1 you Vﬁrihed ?flél;l:, !or sagi awomsu ? Now, myi w;o the Abdul, step on it, lad ! Amma bero ia sick | my lover.
and gt ‘e tus the fuel? [ moan, yoU piey
orand not the lady, I had fo have u 6ros 008 : 269

268



The Merry Magazine

** T shall tell you tomorrow.”

We got into the car and after skirting the city, 1§
drew up in front of asmall cottage. T was helped out
and taken inside and made fo lis ona cot.  Abdul wag
busy unlonding the luggege. My lover measured out a
dose of the mixture and held it to my lips. It wag bitter
I was tired and luy bocl and closed my eyes. The lopa
drive had covered me with dust. Then I remembored
with a shudder, that I bad no other clothes excopt what
I was wearing. It was a funny state of affairs and I
smiled.

“Why tho smile?” my lover asked me.
was tense.  His fuco was grave,
snd was locking at me intensely.

“ You haven't told me anything, Hers I am ab
Bangalore, while I ought to be with my mothey, - 1'[(;:.
onearth do you expech me to live the rest of my h:i'e Wihf
one saree and petticoat, covered with dust 9" ’

me.  His voice
He wag sitting far away

He rose and brought two big leather-cages and
opened them. I stared with astonishwent of thez:rc
tents. Heaps and haups of new lovely sarees and (;I}N
coats etc, were crammed inside. ' potbi-

YT oapologise,” T said meckly, “1 o
‘ I3 s 11238 . Urfht .
kpown that you would have thought of eV_er}%hinlEQ.hcx\e
g,

“You are wrong.  Life is full of surprises,”
[ ] M o
For instance?

" ' .
pur illness. I never {foresaw 1~
X and th
owe.” 8 other

** What news ?"

His mouth set in a hard line

4 1
looked out of the window, od be turned and

“If you won't fell me, I shall coine :
it out of you.” there and cejole
He was silent. I rose and walkin
arm on his shonlder. He sprang ag
eurrent had passed through him,
agony in his face.
“Don't touch me, dear,
not worthy of you!”
I was alarmed. T thought he wag bo.sing mo. Ryt
) . Bu

I could see he was serious.  What eoylgq i
him towards the bed and made hjm Sil;; dm;t if;e ::mdl pulled
8i

€ up to him laid an
ide, ag if an elactric
Was worried af he

I fea]l g0 unclean, Tam

by bis side with my anns around him garq tting
dust, illness or no illness, you deserve Szli'iss Dk{;ﬁng’r no
: you

take it or do you want it to he given to yay 9"
He covered his face with hig hands. .

“Well then, if this is g taste of ig i
me, I might as well warn you that T pl‘:)}l’;f;;s n store for
and now.”” I threatened. €rying, here
“ Bala, my dear, extreme hap
one sad. I never dreamt, dear,
virgin.”
I see———But how did she——-g
He explained it to me, *
expected a few coppers, but wags gi

Abdul coughed oufside, ** Alri
. ight, Ahdy
»You eap

take the car and get some foog f.
bring back the car and garage ig(.)'r' you somewheyg, Then

piness Sometimes makeq
that you wonld he g

Imagine & 1,
egdar
ven untpld millions?xho

e S

“ Bu$ mastor————" Abdul hesitated.

“Oh, I am not fesling well and do not proposé

mlf" any food.” We heard the cur being start
driven away,

“There i3 g wash-stand in the adjoining 00

;fVon"t you have a wash and change into some of these
8 pointed to the open leuther-cases.

I‘ went into the adjoining room and ho brough &
bWo cases and left them inside. |le brought another 8
case which contained soup, toilotte requisites and
and leaving it open he went out, closing the door.

g
2

'%m(‘l 1{1'u-slxe(l up and changed into {resh clothes. 3
surprited at his taste in the selection of clothes and b
Saug fit of the petticont. THow well he had plan®
aad thought of everything—the car, the Junch,
cotbage and the clothes.
h I'found him in the verandwh, sitbing in a deck-chsiy
018 was another chair for me by his side.

1) . "
Now, sir, I am ready to reward or be rowarded.
e "
™, dear,” he commanded and 1 obeyed-

he & _dW'h‘?n a fast is broken. it should bo done gentl
said. " The temptation wsually s to gorge 0 one

Sablation. All the more, ; (
Shaviball, 10, : Al $C1ous.
Inevitable disorder if the plates aro luscio

:: Ig that o conundrum
Plain truth. .,
" What for 9"

YL .He ignorod the question and went off at a tan8®
oW d’d lb come to p&sﬂ ?n IIe asked.

“ Another conundr ; nd O

in i um, I suppose. I am ill 80679
brmn“w fuddled, Cun't you talle in plain language .A
Oh; W’e”. YOu h'LV() hGGH th"bb Old lﬂ&n's ) W{fo v

8iX months znq n.
’ yel the 4 B are & VILg
can't understand it octor says you are

him thi)you sillyt Thab old iman is & darling: ”‘?
your sill b wera like you, I wouldn't be here a'nswt
the te; Y questions, Qn oyr nuptial night, he alep
ack anfiacz the poor dear. An affectionate paboP
on di Y presto! he had gone. Subsequently 4
vonse occasions, [ gloaned that he married B

ecause | : .
use 1t was imperative that there should be & O%

&1 in the } . g
virgin for lifg g "0 B0 SWore that he would keoP Ty

“What g man I

“ Rather, what o husband {”
1 feel that way too.”

“Good God 1™

w.You are
8aerilegs.”

-.God, give mo strength "

80 divine that to defle you

ate Ba.yIi:Ie called me the reprosentative of his Devi and 73
0¢ something very much like it.’ -4

You look 1%, every inch.”

the shr\izzg’thelh You might jqu a8 Weu Bﬁ&ﬂ? b : ;
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“ Nothing mueh.
The pain in the hip wus not so acute and 1 wash€§)ady, by name Bala, having

v “Your business please, boefore I
ion,” replied my lover

“QOh, we? We are Policewallahs.”

“Jam honoured, I am sure. What do you want ?

There is a

d approached us. The

It hes been built and graced with the divine
resence,” and he laid his hand on his heart.
A motor-horn tooted outside. It

wo men gob down irom'bha car an
ler of the two spoke without much ¢

“'Ig that lady’s name Bala ?” ho asked of my lover.

was nob our car.

oromony.

answer your gues-

Q¢ Who are you ?" pOSQ

__Bala, the Bad Woman

e

“Indeed l”
“ We wonder if that is the lady.”
* Qupposing she is the lady, what do you propose

to do 7

“ Why, take her back, of course I”

“Very obliging and kind of you, gentlemen. I sup-
the lady bas no say in the matter.” Then he

turned to me:

gmil
complaint about a

been kidnapped.”

T H L AN RN '
2 mc\%& S
, u\;.o}wmmmm,nm\“ el
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e

“ Thank you, gentlemen, 1 cou

St )
| ‘.nm\hmﬂwﬁ. T O o oy

' ";‘.}&ua/ﬁ'%“’“’ -
' v " ’4‘5}/ =

14 pever bave stopped it myself. This is the first time [ have driven a car!

Coa N
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“ Here is another surprlse," he "said with a wry
a. “I naver foresaw this one also.

(Some more surprises in the next instalment.)
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 ONE MINU"

S e .
e e N S B et

Some recruits were undergoing mugsketry instruetion
on the barrack square, when the sergeant-major noticed
that one of them was paying very little attention to what
he was saying.

Striding up to the indifferent one, the
N. €. O snatched the man’s rifle away,
give him a lecture on the mechanism,

The recruit listened without showing the slightest
interest, and at last the sergeant-major cried :

“Do you uvnderstand what I'm saying?  You look
as dull as ever.  What was your trade before yoy joined
the army ?"

*“Gunsmith,” was the bored reply,

* *

infuriated
and proceeded to

»

The rew manager was a tyrant, and before be had
beeu at the mill a fortnight he was pretty genera))
detested and wasn't long in finding it out. y

Wishing to know the reason why he wag disliked, he
enfled «n old weaver to one side and said: William l;ow
is it that the hands here don’t seem to like me ? At the
last place 1 was ab, they presented me with a silver teapot
when I was leaving. ™

" Only a silver teapot " said the weayer, * By gum
if you'll only leave here I'll bet you'll get gold kettle "
* * *

A pompous old gentleman drove into the inn of &
country village and said to the ostler.

“ Fxtricate my quadruped from the vehicle, stabulate
him and denote him an adequate supply of Dutritious
aliment, and when the aurora of morn shgl} Muminate
the ortental horizon, I will pecuniarily compensate yoy
for your amiable hospitality.”

The ostler yun to his master and said,
there’s a Dutchmun in the yard.”

* * *

A squad of young recruits wers out with an officer
who was ypntting them through an observation coursa.

" Come out,

ha - Coming to th
f‘fj . -\“\)ﬂ‘ Y topof a hill the
: , » 4 vfficer pointed to 5,

distant party of
soldiers.
"Privatge
B Y Smith,” he said to
Rt ¥, one of his squad,
8 how many mey
are there in thag
-~ digging party over
: e in that feld
The parby was so far away that the men appeared
only as tiny dots, but uvbesitatingly Smith replieq ;
" Sixteen men and a sergeant, six.”
The officer put his fiold-glasses to his eyes and coun-
ted the distant party. o o
" That's quite right, Smith,” hesaid. **But how
did you know that there was a sorgeant there 7"
" He's the one not doing any digging.” said Smith,

| ((\ \,

'E STORIES

The commercial trayeller signed the hotel registet
and being very tired wenf straight to bed. At ten o’clod
he was awakened by & knock
on the door. He got up, un-
locked the door, and say thg /
8waying figure of ap intoxicated
man who stood with & key in
h{B hfmd. The drunk stared at
hum‘ o surprise, saigd ** Pardon

—hic~me " ang went swaying
down the corridor,

The traveller 8ot back into
d and went to slesp. Thirty
minutes later he was awakened

by the sound of & key i
y in the
Iock,. He 8ot up, opened the

doog', and there wag the drunk
again,

- Y
i

eeee—
wy, The fellow gave him rather an annoyed look, oaid ;

ardon-hic-me," and staggered off.

8ix times durin ame thing -
& the next two hours the saume i
appened. The last time, the eommercial truveller W&#

furious. e leaped o . doofs
vt of the
and confronted the dnuﬁg0 bed, jerked open

The latter atepped back, & look of disgust on his face:

" Heavens 1" ho gaid, * —hje—got all the
rooms in thish hotel, i " Have you—hio—go

* * *

A certain barrister was notoriously soft- hearted. H?
w sitbing in court one day when a struggling member O
e Bar undertook to read a petition in a divoree suil, &0
;sveedily 8ot himself tangleq up in & confused maze
egal phrases. The judge attempted to put the yourl
Ran right, but the only result was to tangle him o
an ever. The judge wag showing signs of losing e
tomper when the barrister arose,

“I hope,” he said, " — tiently
: * e M, Tyour lordship will bear pabl
with our young friend hepe, He is dlcx))ing his best.”
o o TEPOW thot,” g4ig the »and I intend
0 patiently with h; to give
Mr. Blank an jdag o 0"
“Your lordshiyp,
9’ pl
He's got no place to put
L

judge, testily, !
I am merely trying

suid the barrister, “ don't do ibe
it

* * {
En lAhFreneh Woman proud of her limited knowledge ©
n g llS +and an American woman proud of her fimit
a:.)tw 0688 Of F!‘ench, were introduCed ah an evenm!ﬁ
parsy.  The French woman insisted on expressing hers®

in bad Bagligh . talk
nothing bn% l?ad aiil‘lr(:nz}}l: Americats womso would

When the guests he ill at it
gan to depart they were still 2
At last they rose o o, and here is heis ey farewell
) Reservoir, said the fair Ameriul;m
Tanks, " Tesponded her new friend.
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. mile behipd.”

b,

A nervous old lady booked s passage abosrd a’?{:‘;r&mp
steamer bound from an Enet African port to Karmchi.

After s fow days at sea a terrific storm broke, and the
ship started fo plunge and reel in a way that greatly
alarmed the worthy dame. . ;
v Clutching ber way along the deck, she evemtuslly
reached the captain’s cabin, and there she found that
individual poring intently over whal appeared fo be &
piesa of dirby canvas. : ;

* Are we safe, captain ?'° she gasped. o

“ Madam, " replied the shipper, " you see thig thing
T have sproad out before me. It is a chart of the Indian

Ocean 1 i ’ ittle .
. Onit, you will observe, are a number of lit ‘
_black dots. Now, madam, if those dots are fly-marks’

wo're alf right ; but if they're rooks, ma‘'arn, we're bound

for kingdom come.” o

. V*,’ . * . \:* .
Sergeant-Major :—** Did you shave fo-day ?”
Private " Yes, sir.”" o
S.-M It was a bad one if you did.” :

‘Private:—"1 bad to

morping.” “ ]
" 8.-M "1 sen, well, try the effect of & razorin

fubure.” :

IR T * *

A doctor mentionsd the other dey that people who
stammer can often sing perlectly and proved ‘l;is ptatement
with this story :— i , o -

A dock-hend who suffered fromi an' impediment in
hig spesch came running fo the ocaptain on the "blz}iage
during s storm and starbed P—p~please, g8l LT

"’ Oh, sing it,” ordered the skipper, irvitably.

The deck-hand took a deep breath and began.
“ Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and never 'brought
to mind, the first mate’s fallen overboard and he s half a

* * *

“So your boy hag come home from college. Doeca

'he take any interest in the farm '

“ He ig boginning to. He's been showing me where

* we could bave a fine golf conrse gnd how easy it would be
%0 furn the barn into s garage. o

35

- voir.

shave with o capdle thig

s

 The secrofary of a big stors,

chvicusly upset, dashe;i

into the mnnager’s office.
*“ Good gracious, man, "' snapped the latter, ** Whas.
over's happaned \
"1t is Jones, our travelley, " the socrefary explained,

i

“Used most insulting language.
face, and said you could go and chase yourself. "

“He did, did hp?"
- him without ceremony.
'months, What business has he done 2"
" A bhundred pounds the first month,

Told wme o fry may

said the manager. * We'll fire
Let's eoe, he's been with ug five

said the

secretary, reeding from a hook, “£ 800 the next month,
£ 8,000 the next, £ 9,000 the next.”

“H'm,” murmured the manager,

"I often think

. 1 ought to take a little more exercise and I daresay the

caretaker will lend you a frying pan. "
, : % 1

Two jews ‘were separsting when one gaid, ** Au m—

* Vat's dab 7", agked the first,

¥ ; e

Ey

" Dat's good-bye in French,™

* Vell,” said the firat, *' carbolie acid.”
* Vat's dat ?” asked his friend.

“Dat’s good-bye in any lafiguage.”
- S w

A short-sighted old lady had the

* ®
misfortune to go to

~ the theatre without ker spectacles, and ss a result, her
enjoyment of the good fare provided on the stage was not

a8 keen a8 it would obherwise have been.
woes into the sympathetic ears of the man
righf, and af last he took

his binoculers with the- reinark, Wil you sharé my

glassos

She poured her
] a1 sitfing on  her
pity on her and handed har

The old lady took the. binoculars, aad furtively hid

them under » handkerchief in-herlap. Then, when she
thought she wa# unobserved, she surreptitiopaly‘ raised

them to her month. - e S
__“Oh, you pasty man I” she cried & moment later, o -
**What a cruel triek to play on anyone, There isn't & -

drop left in either of them.”,
T % Co

& ’ *

 His better balf {regarding him from the bedroom
‘window) :
- »T've bin ab me union, considerin* this ‘ere strike.”

-

Nl

* Where yon bin till this hour of the night 7" - i

““Well, you chn ccnsider this ‘ere Jock-out.”
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“THE TALKIE»

(T. R. PARTHASARATHY)

Iwgl Leant s, directly I saw him geb into the carriage
¥E .04 it himseltf down in the corner opposite ma.
I knew his bype. 1o was a confirmed * train-talker, "
T am nob.  § hid covertly behind my paper, but it was
not the slightest use. I1f 1 had hidden behind all the
volumes of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, I could not

have stopped him talking.

All that I could do wag bo pub up as good a defenca
as T eould, [ may say that I have had a good deal of
painiul oxperience of infrusive brain-talkers, and I have

evolved n series of methods of

in a meditative kind of way.

exposition of how exactly his mind had been improved &
railway carriages, and how other minds, s woll, had P47
sharpened up in the process. e

I decided that the timo had come to unmask my

hidden hatteries.

I book & small parcel from my pocket and handled i

“ What's that 2" he asked with interest. .
" Gold brick, " Isid. "I want to sell it. " -

shatbing up chutty passengers
by mie:us of inore or loss peace-
ful persugsion which have raxely
been kuown to inil. I prepared
for cobion now, and T had not
Iong bo wuit.

“Wice movning, '’ said the
othsr.

T looked frozenly at him and

eaid not a word.

“¥a, " he said. © Deal ? Bad
luck. Never mind. I'm well
np in  the dexf-and-duwb

o s
language. Iere goos. ’
went, too! ' He

Fere he

" eairied out a series of gestieu-
Iations wibh his hands that made
myv blood run eold.  -It wwus
worse even than heing spoken
to. I decided to sb.p being a

dexf mute.

“What, 7 said T eoldly, *‘gave
you the idea that I was deaf ?”

* Nothing,” hé said cheer-

Customer :—" Well, you sajd the b .
vell, 0ok i
all about .Men’s Knowledge f,)f t;%l:)‘cameq
But I find it’s all bk, o OF V) omen,

" Publisher :—~" That's oxactl
men about women, " y. ¥he knowledgq, of

“Jolly good iden.”
on breezily., ' Don't wab
~myself, but a genuine gotd bri.
would fotch u good 'P"k."e a
these days, what Wl§h by
Standirds and  Amenicd T
Frince and afl that knd:

*

thing. ™ |
"t'cgi

I sadly returned the -PAT"
to my pocket. 1 bad f?ﬁi

known tho gold brick gorabl
fail before. g
A

* Ramu went on talking .
brought out a pack 0{.108":’?
and arranged them. 1le MOTo
asked mo if I liked patienc® o
decided that I didn's. 1 PO
forth a large clasp k_mfe BI; ’
looked longingly ab 1t8 ke;,i )
shiny blade. lle con.grﬂmi“ e
me on currying u senpible BB

and not a toy.

I then fidgeted with @
ladies” rovolver. ! 5
it affectionately and sa%d “1’"’ o
had used one like it 10 lr{%ha‘u’

fully. " Spotted your little

logpull all the thne, but you ean't take in Ramu. Nice why the ’Wur'took
; k50

day, eh ?” A
“*Qutside it may be,” T answered,

Tuckily Ramu was nob quick in the uptake.

“ That's what I mean, ” he said. “‘Can’t be a-niee

day indoors.™ .

Y It can't,”’ I said feelingly.
“That's right, ” he said heartily.
conversation to my railwuy journeys.
- Tmproves the mind to get ather people’s ideas.

“Um,” I answered, hoping he'd be able to extraat
He wuas not
in the least deterred. hubt wenbon to give moa long

a bit of mind imprevement out of tihat :na.

RS ity

“Ilke a bitof
DOD’ﬁ ) You?

——
A K E ) . » -
. . L ,(:{

k t

-——--:::::~..—_-t throughout the War. .o

explajned, 1 should imag

_ long to tinish. ot

My bolt was shot, - ' e
he

Ho continued to talk, Tt bim. Goah! How -4

talked. = Jre hegan a | . 2 t
Ry ecture ¢n racing. I grzed b
2;15 %e%ly' Was this tho face that launched & ‘thou®
My

Suddenly a ticket collector appeared among P

0quacious friend did nbt notice him.
" ; o

- Aword in Season—— "' lie went . on €Xp

I s o
followiia:i’fwEs his mistake, It was & word o seasond *on

Izis Season ticket proved to be out of date !
1d the collgetiy nctusily had the last word t
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Ho looked 8y~

e o
anaivel¥y:
. 4

oy 2

> ¥ou ought to give a decent lead in the list.

L

Myy%ﬁSgé{ciifgﬂl’List and Its Myétéi:z;’éa

P —

A Subscription List an

d Iis Mysieries‘%

(“SaTva KANTHA )

.

ONE of the worsk calamities that can ever overtake you |

: or me is to be asked to go around with a subserip-
bion list and -collech donabions. I was a victim several
Simes from my High School days onwards, and a sorf of
public life still brings me on the track now and then.

“It was a High School Debating Society Anniversary.
Many of us—members—felt we had a right to tax the
-donating public. An appeal was drawn up und was signed
by the Headmastor, the President of the Society. I, the
industrious Secretary ’vfollowed by my two admiring
members started on our campaign. My eolleagues thought
that the list should be lod by the most prominent citizens
of the town. Those were days of Hon. of the provineial
and Imperial = Legislative Councils -and not mers
M.I.C. or M. L. A. liven the Ex. Hons counted in those
days, though I feel that our present Bx. M. L, C's and
M. L. A’s do not really count. As a canstic eritie usually
ohserves, they are ‘lix '—FExtinguished M. L. C. and
M. I A's. To comse to my oxperience, I accepted the
snggestion of my friends. We approached the Hom,
Member'y residence. He was of the usual lawyer class,
The pial was occupied by the gumastha prying inlo old
account books and fee-ledger. The Hon. gentleman
between Madras and......his place could mob possibly
aftend fo professional work or rathér the professional
work would not attend on him at his convenience. The
reult was that the Ifon, Member had to prefer sittings
on. Select-Committees—a more paying affair than a mers
Hon. .. Membership—to a .rapidly developing briefless:
attendance in-court. All the same, Hen. Membership is 2
dignitary in the town. We sent word, we three students
Ofeeienns ..High School had come. The Hon.Momber,
it appears, had smelt the object of our visit and said
*Oh ] gubscription | when -will this cedse? Alright, lat
the devils come.” The messenger beckoned us fo enfer, of
course without. informing us .of his master’s closing
eompliments. .. .- T , .

“ Namaskoram " we entered, uttering. We ware
shown a 'long back bench. We s.t down. I . stepped
forward and with great modesty extended fo him the
sybsctiption list. '’ Yes, boys, I am prepared to help you.
But you see there are half a dozen high schools in the gity,
Yestarday I gave a cheque for Re. 25 to thatb......school
gecretary who eame in for the sports anniversary celebration,
another for Rs. 15 for Ramakrishua Anniversary, so on’
and so on.” Wae kept silent and pub on a pathetie look,
Before we mustered courage o urge out appeal, he began
again, *Yes, how much do you expect from me ?"" I picked
up strength, rose up and submitted, * A cheque for at least

. 15" He smiled: My colleague thinking he has
already conquered him said, “No, sir, you ought bo give
us Rs. 30, beating the other sports anniversary celebration :
hollow. Wae belong to a Hindu institution. You gught
to give Hs. 5 more than that you gave fo a Christian
institution.” Vanity was pricked, the Hon. Member

8eratched his head and assumed the attitude of & budget

debator. I said agsin, * You have been approached first,
You ought to

w

come to our rescus. We solely depend on vyou.” *

I shzﬂl " he said and took up the 11};1;, wrobeyhis u:»,meTziltﬁ
put “Re. 20 " against his name. My collengus chuckled
and sbamd at me to show how sbupid T wns to l;rwa
suggested Re, 15. I confessed by a return look T was a
b‘lataut'fool and a bad canvasser. Wo got back the
_hst, waited in patience ta get the cheque. There wag
ho move on the part of the Hon. Member towards
sabisfying our expectation. It looked he had finished ’u's
We coughed to invite his attention. No, he remaiuod
stesped in his Couanecil Proceedings Reports. (Obviously
there was no necessity to look into any law reports) Ha
would nob look at us.” All of us created a bit of noise and

stood up. T‘l‘le Hon. Member did not pretend ignorancs
even then. “Yes, good morning ” he said in a dismissing

tone. I'muttered ‘cheque.’ ‘What?' he hegan, © :

me to lead  decently, I have led, if is dortl’e. yof O:nly;geg
Money, sir,” T said prosaically. I have done whag yc;u

wanted, you did not want money.”'—* Thanks sir yes

wa wané the monay you have subscribed.” R

“ What, boys, had yon $old me you w
I woul ’ ’ you wanted v
ould not have signed,” he said. fmoney,

" 'We shougbt that everybody wko s , "
I roplied. ybody Wio 81gus, pays also -

h
" That is not what you said. You wanted me ¢ ]

: ' . o lead,

§ have gone. Alng:l[:i;,hb?lys. 1 do not want to disappoing
ou. Xes, you go, I ghall ask my gumastha & '

rupes. You may go.” Ve #Ho pay you ?"

113
You may correct the list, sir, and strike ’
ap‘d put ' Re. 1’ instead.” _ ehrike " Ra. 20
. “Whab an unintelligent set of boys you are! Let ;
stand as it is, other® will sign and give .you Rs, 15 oreigi
You ought to be wise in these matters.” I Erought yoﬁ
knew this, when you asked me to lead decenth.,"" :

“Yes, sir; No, sir; our headmast a4
, ; , R agtor
ta.]'se us to task. He will ask us to pay down RVZOUQI((}A
thinking we have collected it from you.” - '

“If your headmasber is not wise, I can’ help v;
My signature and the amount will help you, that ig gﬁul
would sby; alright go. I can't spend any more fime
ankatram. {calls the gumastha) pay these hoys a Tupes.”

Thus dismissed with & good but doubtful if not g.
tragio-lead, we came out and stood plaintively before the
gumastha. There is a Tamil proverb, * What Gods.
desire fo . give, the priests spoil, if not prevent.” The.
gumastha pretended.fo search for this or that and summed :
up ‘by s3ying, " Key is not with me, the agsistant—the,
devil is always. late-—he has not come; alright, hoys, you{
come iu the evening and take it.” = . oo

We descended .down” the steps -to ascend again elie.’
w}xere. ~ Rai Bahadur Gopal Desikan was just ?taidingls:{;"
his pial expecting somebody. We were not really expec-
ted. We climbed up the steps and showed the ligt, He
approved the draff of the appeal. He stared at the ‘ Rg, 20
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of the Flon. Member and his lead and confessed, **I
shall not subseribe such big sums.  Go fo other big-wigs
and come to me later” I hinfed o might start on
another pige and pub down what he felt right. Hoe felt
caught, but summarily insisted on our going oub then and
coming last fo hin. :

Woe then repaired to the only “ Brahmin Zamindar »
of the place. A liveried servant stopped us, got our cards
and showed us in, a few minutes later. We have heard of
the zamindar's {rugality but we desired to know it our-
golves, Withous much ado, he peeped into the list, took
his own pen and put down Ra. 10 uying, “T always feel
" that, when my Hon. friend doos anything or approves of
any object by his taking the lead, [ should subscribe my
portion. You may come to me on the 18th {15th instant
was the anniversary day) and take the same from 1y
manager.” Immediately after, the zenindar entered the
zenana—] hope he called it usaally so, that is the local
reputo.—We came oub happy, cursing the world which
calipd the zemindar frugal.

It was two hours after our start. We had 30 Rs. on
paper, none on hand! We thought it wiser to go to
ordinary men and geb something. Of course number of
hourds with B. A B.L,or M.A B.L,or BBAML, or
M. A M. L., are hanging. They did not indicate any
capaciby to pay, or as my iciend would pub it, any capa-
oity to esrn. They somnetimnes indicate generally some-
thing the other way. We folt f.here‘ wara sbill some who
folt prestige of a ' B. 1.’ was hanging heavily on them
and thab bhe sarae could be kept up only by some payment.
That was our success. We deliberately resolved to get in
and out of every vakil’s houss, just like Vydiks on Avani
Avittam days, and gabher what little they could give.
Our ides bore fruis.  Wae collected a few {our anna pieces,

a couple of rupees, a dozen half rupes coins. On the -

whole we reached a good figure of Rs, 15—threa-
fourths of the suspicious lead given by the Hon. Membar |

4

The anniversary. was celebrated with the I C. g,
District Judge in the chair, The Hon. Member was one
of the eartiest to arrive, was pravent with ns to recsive the
ehairman, b6 condueb himm o the dais and did everything
to sae to his convenience. Rai Bahadur Gopal Desikan
waa nob less inferested in the function. He was with the
Hon. Member to assist him in everything left andone by
him, He helped the 1. C. 8. District Judge by taking the
bat from the cormer of his seab, picked up hig
fountain pen when it fell, and reuninded him of his walk-
ing-stick hanging behind the chair. Of eourss he di@ not
fail to make soleman and kind enquiries about the Mrq, at
home and Master and Miss in Ireland. The Brahmin
Zamindar foo was thers in time. He salaamed the 1.0,
‘in the oriental fashion befitting his dress, and volun-
#sared o the headmaster, as oneof the oldest residents of
the city and sympathisers of the institution, to thank the
chairman of the evening, a bonour which should have
gone to me. The other good B. Li's who helped us with
four annas and eight annas were also there punctually
but wors content to be backseaters. The funetion went
off well. The I C. 8. congratulated us over the function,

e

paid & bribute o the headmaster, and warmed himeelf ant
us Up by saying that n society which could hoast of B
active co-operation of the Hou. Member, Rai Babadw
Gopal Desikan and our zemindar friend was sure to
?Dg Ogﬁhe model intellectual centres of the city.

like o £06 into his carriage with s lace garland and drove
196 & Dew bridegroom amidst thres cheers <called by

Rai Bahadur ang
and the Zemindar‘esponded }oud}y by the Hon. Membef'

The anniversary arms were n . the head-
master summoned ang demanded usogc:ov:;t’s. We eaid
we should make the collections on the waiting liss. We
went to the Hon. Mermber's house again to see if the key
;:r:; bhen available angd whether the * assistant gumastha
nad  ab all burned up, a figure who eluded our grasp:
inspite of Saveral visits wo paid in response to the ohi®
gumastha’s direction. The Hon. Membor was insideé
Ng)&ng b{)ut voice he called us in. We went hurriedly
3‘: &T l‘f of exu!ta.tlc_m‘ “ You have done well. boys, thab
maY- : te funcion is & suocess. Now it is over, yoB
may o8, Wank my money, even one rupee. Yes, you

¥ 8. Bebwegn o hearty congratulation at the outseb

d ‘o
?st t;‘aurb 80" towards the close, we had to prefer bbe

Rai Bahadur wag appronched as the * last.” He swiled
:§ ggg{-‘:gttgo}; s to task for not having come to himn agein
He ret?ort:d «¥O§lm' We said wa were doing it thow:
s e ! No, you boys.” You do not know
e t. tou are coming to me gfter the function,
Of glve you any subscription.  You go.”

Thus dismissed again, we went t dar. We
sawnthebsmanager, told him of the f:c:}:ff g‘?% having
in res}u ]l;rlbed by h‘s_bOSS- Without stating anybhing
us w?tg, 18hoWed us in to the zemindar. He received
air \? nowing look and began with an admonishing
iy i‘x):zzzxﬂx::;iy well dons, bays. The Digbrict Judge liked
I ¥ Y"“"”‘i%{ when T m him in his hund

i 18 probably-—he told me in & dif
25]%%2;;?511‘”8}" bhe expenditura ineurred in the anniverssry
876 10b expecteq t o, P00 wera luxurious, B0y
for that pected o spang Jike that. Our money is nob
item Wh.ich is 1688 you have not chosen to spend on b
the big-wigs poicY:  You have not garlanded any of
spactators 8 Who attended. Wo diq not come as ordinary
not pay you aot%mh YOU a lesson this year, 1 shall
me all det \[ny { ‘8. By the way, you ought to ehow
enquire th mhs Ol accounts with vouchers ete. I sh
go." ® ho:dmaster, if you do not do so, You may

‘and honestly beliayed we had made money in the bargain,

oxb year g similar function came: Ho understood the:

truth of the matter

blame— yaur L then and exonerated us fronq‘ wil

h ‘ _ 1is
818 ars several mysteries in a subscription list.

§y
Some have }

practised s %arnt, some are yeb to learn! some ha,ve‘

S0m8 are yet to practise !

S ————— .
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You’ll like to Know

You'll like to Know

To certain Southern Chindse epicures the only thing
‘not edible on two legs is a buman being, and the only
thing not edible on four legs is a table. ‘

. * * . * ]

According to Mr. Holford Knight. K. C, M. P,
* Prespassers . will be prosecuted ™ notices are only
** picturesquse fudge and a piece of decorative inaccuracy,
completely wrong in law and have no legal effect.”

S et . . * *

The screen versiocn of Mr. H, G. Wells’s ** The Iuland
of Dr. Moreau”, in which Charles Laughton has the lead-
ing role, has heen banned by the British film censor.

% % ¥ ,

A machine which can measure the strength of love
between two persons at any given fime, is to be shortly
instslled in the Psycho-technical Institute at Belgrade..

* * : *

The doctor's consent, as well as that of their parents,
may soon be reguired by young men and women who
wish to marry in Jugo-Slavia.

- * * * '

A woman at Stanford, Cape Colony, recently gave
birth to a child which weighed 184 lbq and was 27 inches
long. The baby oxpired soon after sceing the light.

* * *

Statistics seem to prove that the younger sons of
families are better equipped with brains than their elder
brothers. Among the famous younger brothers are Julius
Chaesar, Abraham Lincoln, Napoleon, Shakespeare, Nelson,
George Bernard Shaw, Charles Darwin, George Washing-
_ton and Mmh&l Foch.

* , * *
‘The five essential elements in a child’s diet are said
%o ba Calsium, iron, iodine, protein and vitamins.

* * E 3
Although most human beings are horn at night, the

controlling the eye lids.

Heel prints are taken of all babies born in the bospi-
tals in many American cities to avoid the risk of mistakes
in identity,

% * *

Concoaled cameras which take moving pictures of
workers are being tried in some Chicago offices. They
expose ab once any slackness on the part of the staff,

* E “ ;

Caneras have been supplied experimontally to some
9{ the Berlin traffie police in order that they may obtain
immediate photographic evidence in street accidents or
obher occurrences.
* * *

The Ia;gest penknife in the world is now on show in
Lo'ndonf. Is was made in 1851 and hus 1851 blades. The
km[e weighs over three stones. , :

* * *

_ The most valuable animal at the London Zoo is tho
Indl:,n rl}m%c;erog;d It is valued at 1,000 pounds. The
most valuable birds are the King I i
75 potnde ma. 8 Lenguins, valued at

* * ®

The Maharaja of Patiala's palace is a quarter of g

mile long, with an all-marble terraca alona. : i
Tongth, ong- its entire

; &
* K *

A cuckoo lays its eggsin the nests of other birds bug

only one in 8ach nest,

* - *

< ES
The quickest acting muscles in the b

ody 2‘1er those

3 B F

In an' Ohio (America) town, a law has been passed

that any animal led or ridden by night “have . :
light ** affixed to its rear.” ght ghall -.h"'.va & red

The white half-moons at the bage éf our finger na[ilé

majoriby of oases of bwins boing born happen neas moon, - 7° asign of good health, yitality and the pPower to resisd

adoording to & (German expert.
N g .
* *

Doctors, says another expert. know .too much o
make really good parents. their knowledge making them
Yery nervous. t :

- * * : *

Film fans who attend & cinema in Madrid are to be
lent umbrellas if it comes on to rain. Attendants are also
waiting to take patrons’ cars to a special garage.

: ' * * *

‘Printed weather forecasts for the next twenty-four
hours will be supplied by automatic machines’ to be
installed in Fraokfurt, Germany.

Lok * * .

Express railway locomotives use about two tons of
ooal for every hundred miles they travel..

a.n?bei' which he wears hung round his neck, Th
hringer dates back to the time of Mahommed,

!(T}rgatSI,Britaixll), Italy, Bulgaria, Roumanis,
ugo-Slavia, Porbugal, Czecho-Slovakia, Austria F i
and Albania added together, and you could tuck abaLatwa.
Switzerland and Lithuania into the corners.’

infection.

® * *
The Shah of Persia never moves without 5 cu‘bés of
is hrok-
s . % 1S : ;
Indin is equal in size to France, Spain, Germéin".
Hungary,
elgium,

* * *

Old felt hats can be. made ‘into excelleﬁt be&rodx;;

s}ippers or out up into insoles fox, leather footwear,

* * ) *

In China a wan shakes hands with iiixﬁse’lf when he

-meets a creditor,
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THE LATHI

e e et vt R i

(A Faot-Note o Currem History.)

I'l‘ is a woll-known literary convention thab Arms are at

leash as imaportant as the dan, and that both should
receive the same eluborateness ofepic treatment, Iy is,
thapks {o this prineiple, that we know as much about the
weapons of the gods and heross of mythology, as rhous
tha gods and herces themselves. Imagine how dull,
unprofitable and stale would be the epic stories of the
world, without the glorifeation of the Bow and Arrow,
tho Spear and Shield, the Club and Mace, the Conch and
Digeus ! Or, coming to historical times, the truth is again
borne oub that tho weapon adds a unique something to
the porsonality of the wielder, which conflers a kind of
immortality on both.  For example, you cannot think of
Mr. Baldwin without the fur-flung wroma of his far-famed
pipe; of Mr. Churchill without his top bat, of Mr. Shaw

without his beard, of the Rajah of Chettinad without his.

cheque book, or Vivius without bis walking-sticks! Not
without point, therafore, did the epic of the modern world
begin with the song of Arwms and the Man.

During recent months, we bave all heard of a new
weapon of offence, fashioned to meet a now menace. Most
of us have seen it; some of us have felt it. But no ong
has yet celebrated the romance of its rise from obscurity
to world-wide noboriety? I mean the LATHI of course;
and. belore it relopses to its original stabe, it may be as
well to place on record, a brief account of it for the benefit
of the future historian, who might haply live in an ampler,
purer and gentler world, and to whom the very word
‘* Violence * would be as great an extinet curiosiby as the
Dodo and Dinosaur are o us,

There is, naturally, no agreement among scholars
concerning the etymalogical affiliations of the word Lathi.
I therefore fesl embnldened to offer my own views on the
subject, in the belisf that if they are not correct, thay at
least deserve $o be. The word is derived from Iathg—
from Sanskrib, meaning a stem. This i3 common ground
to all alike—to scholars and to me. I think furbher that it
is eognate with lnAo {in latin) and leda {in Hindustani or
Hindi.) The former means sport, whita the latter signifies
» quarrel. It may seem ot ivst’ sight that there is little
n coromon between these two ideas.  But it will be found
m reflection that many sports have ended in quarrsls,
while numberless quarrels have provided sport—to others,
~ conclude therofore that the distinction hetween the two
3 without much difference. Furthermore, the English
vord Rod is evolved from lathi. if you allow for the inter-
hangeability of 1 and rlef. the sutra—Ila-ra na bedhah),
ud the conversicn of the fiusl ¢ in Eaglish words #q 4.

I may now proceed to cunsider the subject an-
tomically. The Lathi is fashioned of the bamboo of
social habitat and special characteristics. Tha bamboo
ood which we use in our daily lives, practically from
10 cradle to the grave, for festivities as well as for
wnerals, is the contemned domesticated variety, of pale
then colour that has no other virtue than the patient

3?33:23?3103 the 883, Bub the lathi can boast of & more
of its uilt?" gncebm»y, It has been cub off in the prime
hospitable tle £ manhood - from amidst virgin  forests
cluste;'inf 10 . pyt}x on and the cobra, or from the
tains ‘. })‘}lllnes Waving proudly on the hrows of moun-
s accessible only to the chestah or the wild goat.

it; éznc(iﬁ-g;a.rdengd by wind and weather ; whilo ite dark-
_ ustre and glossy mmoothnasg testify to its self-
conscious and exultang pride.

Its specifications arg more o

yard, ercss-saction 1-13” rless as follow. Length

tolas. cLio » and weight about 80 to 100
olas. About an inch o bwo belmjv the top, a hole is

drilled into i, through which g passed a thread of tough,

well-greased buffalo-hi )
kaob for Whicz lo-hide. tho ends of which are tied in &

those funny ¢
I ! ¥ creatures, he boy- e,
haye soine curious name or other, J can only s;zx,yy i(lﬁé 'ie
bo slipped tbroumn ?snot,' o undbf_uro. o
at vap: . ‘ » enadling one to grasp ib
VATIous points up or down, eecording to the exgig'ar?cies

of the situation. X
consists in this, that e beauty of thig simple devicé

by any accident,.

Imverf:szrrie:]gbonf?hfm‘ther dotail Goncerning it which I
other end of tlo o las, bocause it iy riot tho least. At the
don't hehay o labhl“fntended for you and me if we
frmly o t:oe' i‘lgough ning of cast iron is welded in so
accretion of tJb“s); y the. Impression that it is s natural
moment um of :h:::ff o itsell. It adds materially to the
forco appliod ot the other and. - % % OO shiag the

mﬁingh;tlsooks at;[ first sight like a curled-up snake, contemp-
bt Lo bail. 1t is altogether innocuous in apperance)
Indh:]m,eru_zg 0 s effects. It is made jn India, by
1 wo‘ulfi, fflpd wed by Indians for the benefit of \[nd'ia.ng

20 beliove for the honour of my édhnbrymbn;

tha,t it wWas ZLI 0 an I i
; 13 80 o n i i

Such is the insbry ot dovi Lo latter
Su 8 ment devised by the latter-
humcfmt.sy fuf Pax Britannicg bo disperse }?zxf?r dfay
agsoclation * and scourge un-armed rebellion awiid

Hail to Theo! t
f:ondemned to foresw
iron shard I'  Art thou 5 fai

emboldened thy viekims tlngenuit;y of thy master, and

strength ! Like Aaron’s Rood gf 2%:1 o theirﬁneW-{ound

their grisly terrors, and left 4 thou hast swallowed

hf}ir 8pirits free; like a

nar any ‘one else can exoreiga, Tho
out of their timidity, and fortified
unmerited suffering. Hail and Far
to your appointed ohlivien,

U hast chastensg them
them with .the ijay of.
ewell—ere you pass on

e . rt
i

i
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can never slip oud of one's hand -

- Be Humorous

. Be Humoroits

(V. GANAPATHI)

or, be o “hut " the

* Be bri original, be hmgorous, says b
i B*i ?xl:;ef"" n?)ze tog"cogtributors. Just the thing
Bditor B s. But you can’t compel aman

! . t0 be sur
gaawiﬁg§;11a. though you make & handsO{ne offer.
Just the desire to be humorous can't make it—nor a

o, Spontaneity is the ruling factor.
f}%ﬁﬁ\ff Iili?g:rggg?n vol?lontary. unconsqimgs and natural
profusion—of couse. if there is stuff within. You can-
not create a humorous sechion within you, just to leb 1t
lo0se upon demand.

Will the Editor please noto that it is not like order-
ing a plate of fruit salad or Gulab Jan ab Neo Kgnnala
Vilag ? Humorous composition is neb a thing supplied te
order. One can detect humour—~eagn QOue can enjoy
Jmmour—easier; and one can pass it on oo ! Bat to be
humorous., well, there is the hard nut coming in.

This is the sad result of my znbtempbs—*honeiif;
attempts, I may tell you—ab trying to be humorouf. !
only I produce somethxpg really humorous, “Lgl}ld
Rg. 100. Not o bad bargain, you must agree——gs;()iecn y
it those days of finaneial stringency and economic depres-
gion. Oh. phese phrages | Obnoxious—-
my nerves. . . .

Wall, T did start with confidence. There is nothing

i - dence, you know. thab goes a long way
};:)lisa:g};[a%(;ﬁgvement. But what with all my confidence
and exerbion—nob o montion the sleopless nights, strain-
ing evéry bit of my by
reus—out camé nothing. .

gan with a reflection. My firsk goncgpti()n was
the ipl;?;rp;sﬁic way. coupled here imd' thqre wit;l? some-
thing pithy and pungent, terse and tl'ckhsh:‘s;\tu:ﬁc.ya{;
gimple, otc., ebe. Dub it proveil abortive. **If it is as
easy to do asto say, pe wnnbs c?btages will be princes
palaces,” said, somebody. Awm I right?. Yes. Then my
failure to do what I suid 1 would, 18 not so very deplo-

rable after all |

‘I abandoted this method of handling the task. I
proceeded * first to uvoderstand what was on hand.  You

can't be hasty and uusottled in mind~—be calin, cool and

collected. that is the tip to a writer. Well then, what
is it ? Humour. Cun I write something in the way of
a modern *stuni? No. Auything giving a surprising end
to which readers were not prepared by the general tenor
of the subject treated—you know what I mean? Itis
that trick which many adopt, of emjoying themselves
letting the readers to accomplish a 601qersau1t at the end
of the story. No, no, thub boo won't suit—too stale nowa-
dws. Humour. humour, that is the }:ey-word. Well
then, will something beuring on the {railties and foibles
and the idiosyncracies of })uznan‘nature do? Qh. yes. I
have eaught the idea. Therein lies an undrainable ore.

they get right info

rin to conceive somebhing k/mmo-,

The theme is splendid. But humour? Yes, bumour,
well, huve u go ab i, anyway.

There again creeps in another difficulty, insurmoun-
table. I have ideas—allsolid, substantial idess. True.
High reflective sentimoents, cach worth a piece of gold,
But the element of humour? Oh, the stumbling block !
The eclock-work is quite O.K. just without the main-
spring..

*“ Take a pause and think again,” suggested the intel-
lectual portion of my head. ** Genius is unconscious of
itself,” great men have said. Even so may be real hum-
our. I now begin to think I do possess a fund of humour.
I have a store of real huwmour. The expression. the
humorous clothing, who will supply ? I am inclined to
helieve I possess a vather high style of humour—not easily
understandable humour—ton subtle and all that sort of
thing. That is no good. T can't throw out my humour
and then go abonb explaining it—or request the Iiditor to
publish a summary of my ‘humour’ in a suceeeding
issue.

What ? 1 claim to bave amsssed & huge volume of ex-
perience—my study of Nature—of the sun and the moon
aud the twinkling stars—of the running brooks and the
passing clouds— Ah | what a store within me! My style
of writing so srudite, elogant and elevated | Splendid and
cogent chain of ideas! Just for want of that ecommon,
ordinary humour, am 1 to let all these precious things go
waste ? - -

A brillianb iden strikes me. I will offer my ideas and
beautiful. poetic thoughts to the Editor who, I beliave, ig
a hand at bumour. Lot him supply the humour part re-
quired. Yes, it is an iden. DBut no—"'The page slew the
boar and the Prince had the glory,” was said of a heroic
but meek man. Not for worlds will I do any such thing.
Offer my sterling ideas for others to profit by ? No, not I,

Dear Editor, you can be humorous if you like. You-
can find many contributors humorous. But pleass do
not ask me to be huinorous. I ‘can't help it. It is not’
my fault. I simply connot be humorous. If I want to
be, I seem o see humour in everything—in sesing & man -
getting into a bus—another trying to get down—another
dodging the innumerable cars up and down in the open
street, and getting buffeted here and there—my friend
trying to neubralise his wife's pugnacious temper by
taking fruits and {lowers every day when going home—
Ramu trying bg play the ‘ romantic role —elc. There is
no completion to this lish.  All life is full of bumour,
I am not in a humour for humour.

Really I feal saburated with humour. Only I can't
give out any. May God forgive me for this selfish pre-
servation of exesllent humour |

Don’tff;il to sign your Insurance coupon



The Merry_ Magazine

Mr. Editor . .

The most important feabure, this time ,in my opinion,

is the Free Insurance Scheme that has been started in this
issue. Llsewhere in these pages will be found an_an-
nouncament on this mutter and a coupon. I should like
however to make certain things ahout this Insurance
Scheme clear in this page. TFirstly, this Insurance Schema
is restricted in its operation to the City of Madras, mean-
ing thereby the Municipal Timits. Secondly, the Insur-
ance Scheme Coupon must bo signod. Thirdly, it must be
on the person of the victim of the accident. It will e
in force, of course, only for a spnee of 15 days i.e. the in-
terval between the dates of publieation of two consecutive
nursbars of the Magazine. In the unfortunate event of
the death of the person who has signed the coupon, a
saum of Rs. 500/- will be paid to his or her next of kin.
In the event of permanent disablement also, as a result of
an accident o a motor qur, hus ot tram in which the
roader is travolling, this sum will be paid. It is proposed
to extend the benofits of the Free Insurance Scheme to all
places within India. * It is unnecessary that I should
dilate on the unquestioned hevefits that are conforred
upon readers by this scheme of Free Insurance. What it
amounts fo in fact is, that readers are insured in g
subzbantial s without any formeliby or what is more
Lmportant still, without payment of any premium. There
are no irksome medical examineticns, the Insurance
cunvagser will not bother you at odd hours and odd plages,
and your friend will not bo faced with the almost always
unpleagant tesk of filling in columns on the confidentinl
report about you. In short you pay two annas, you get
wany times the value of that two anna bit ip reading
matter of undoulbed quality, humorous sketches, short
stories, extracts, pietures, competitions etc., and over and
above all these, in the extremely unlikely event of your
being involved in a serious aceident you are insured in g
sum ot Re. 500/-. Verbum sap.

Bala, the Bad Woman

The regular roaders of the Serial Story and thad
means all our readers, will read the present instalinent with
great appreciation. The story of Bala is now drawing to
its inevitable close and I am certain very many of you do
not know how it is all going to end. T am printing below
extracts from a lebter received {rom a reader, which is sure
to be of interest to you :

Drsar Mn, EDITOR,

I huve been closely following the very interes-
bing serial........oouinn. The story is a fine depiction
of the most notorious and most inhuman custqm
obtaining in Hindu Society. where mcst marringes
are arranged for considerations other than those that
are relevant to the main issue, viz., the mutual
happiness of the married couple. The story is
intensely interesting, the events are described with a
rare touch of realisra quite unusual in Magazine
‘writing. As a matter of fact, the story has alvendy
stch o grip on the rveading public that it has Lecome
& topic of conversation. I welcome the stary as being
profonndly illustrative of tho deep ecruelty which
parental tyranny engenders in the life of innccent
children................... It i3 not easy to guess what
the author of Bala has in store for her, She

e ,M*MM‘

His page

n:zg’m;fa th?ﬂ_smf‘! writer 8o chooses, go astray,
and dise pu ‘I%Wmmn and then die of degradation
conclusi &S? here cannot be & moe miser#ble

Sion for the story. On the other hand, she
;em.ml”‘}’ght of passion, but leavé
el o M8 10 justice to him and herself
223 iﬁ:{a;ylgm in & clarity home or an orphanags
finally Qi and in the gorvice of humanity and

& marbyr to the cause of social justice.

Other Peoples’ Humour

featug;);ei Ifeatders;' aﬁteption. i8 drawn t0 some more new
*Other Pe S?{iqrged in tl.ns number, There is o page of
! umour ', The best ang juiciest bita are

seleetad from 2 Ia
printed on thig paéi? tumber of other journals and are

You'll like to know

I
liko to" s P00 & 10w aolumn antiied * You'll
Minute Storjes * whicﬁr:résb yebdaénotller g
, ound £6 prove interosking.

Lucky Numbersg

This time also
280 you have the Tyck
o e gt 28 ¥ v e i
: . .
Maguzine or throwing it "% YOUT copy of tho Merry

ng i .
Yours may be the Luik;f Igtﬁ)e: frer you have rend it

y Number Scheme,

t me reming p, ?Xpected & much better response.
answers &1l 30¢h Agﬁf‘{gg‘m heve that they can send in.

hig ¢q e
solely wi . mpebition wag o gl
T & view fo elcourage and ?ri;?gtrzl;ﬂt}ge Bzgf:g%
readers, I haye deeid’eds tlymg dormant in many of my
26th of May 1933 ", gy o (PORO the lust dato to the

Pictures from Readers

The y j

offered . ;j;‘-feez f\gn cPmember that in the lagt sgue, I

our readers. JI verysfni/zg—lt;o;ethetbeSt drawing submitted' by
4 I :

io}rllt;'ve 80 Ufar _received haveg © etl(x) :;rt:.:e that the pictures

¢ buing this offer of g Drize and gh ¥ mediocre. 1 am

or all attempts sent ip shall be glad to consi-

I regret that, owing tq

of our clericat staff, Myp: cy Oversight on the part of one’

our ‘ Find t ; , “handr asekaran, g, ar |

8 socondlg;ljyzhi I]rz(?m Competiﬁion. was t;ogp:t;(}:gg;g
’ <0, 10 which he was entltld X

has now been sent to him, ed. A Money Order

The prize of R

8. 3 f .
to MB. 8. PATTABIRAMA;); ;}’;,am joke is awarded

by ) p

T 9 © i
’\r 3 ey ‘% \,}
GCCIDE

The Editor of The Merry Magazine undertakes to pay éz,
readers of this magazine who become permanently and totally dis
motor or tram accidents or to t
subject to the following conditions :— 7 |

1. The terms of this Insurance apply only to nccidents to automobiles, tram-

sum of Rs. 500/- to
abled on account of
their families in the unfortunate event of their death,

cars or motor buses. N N |
9. The accident must have occurred within the municipal limits of the ciby

i

of Madras.

' 3. The beneficiary must have been
"or bus that met with the accident. |
4, Death or total disablement must take place as a result of the accident,

within thirty days of the occurrence thereof.
5. The claimant shall at the time of the accident have the current numbgr
of The Merry Magazine, with the insurance coupon therein signed, on his or her person,

a passenger in the automobile, tram-car

i ne in s t of six consecu-
8. The claimant must have left at home in safe custody a set of si .
tive issues of The Merry Magazine, with the Insurance Coupons therein mgned-‘p‘y him

or her. : | _
7. The claim for the accident benefit must be received ab fl‘he Merxry

Magazine Office within a week from the occurrence of the accident.

8. If the :':mccidents be Ifatal, the legal personal representative or heir may
sond in the claim which must be accompanied byf(w) the seb of seven issies of Ti)e
Merry Magazine (the current number and the previous six consecutive issues), with

1SU Jou i i vichi b) a succession certi-
the Insurance Coupons in all of them signed by the VthIII)l ( »
) timony to the oceurrence of the accident by a 1.ohce Officer not lower
e ey O 1e and (d) a certificate signed by two respectable

i k than an Asst. Commissioner an 1
26 raglrrxe,ln attesting to the fact that the latest nuber of The Merry Magazine was on

f the victim when the accident took place.

manent total disablement, the claim must be accompanied

9) -In case of per ( :
by a cerb(ifzcate to 13ha1:P effect from a Surgeon of the General Hospital, Madras, in

addition to certificates (a) () & (cl) mentioned above.

10. Should more than one claim arise 011;t of the same acc¢ident, the assured
sum of Rs. 500 will be equally divided among the claimants.

11. The Editor of this Magazine reserves to himself the right to decide if a
claim satisfies all the above conditions, Vo v

12. This Free Insurance Scheme will be in operation until otherwise notified.

geutl
the person o

s 281
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How to Solve ? :—

Tinchling of pictures represents o word when the lettars 'Hu'are prefived, The firstlin
first pietiive in tho Hiret Ve 33 Olobe. Starting with ifs first lotter G, we have in the nexg squs
GI. Night givesus GIN and Jgg gives us GINB.  Thus efghf and rock give us Gineerland
Engineer which is the word roquired,

o 15 illustrative, A The
6 1te which giveg ug
prefixing BN, we got
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“En?® Competition

e et e .t i

e A A T
Rules for *En " Competition

An'antmnce]aa‘of Annes sight must be paid for e?ﬂch antry e.;f;'her by M. Q. or in person. Other payments
in respeoct of gubscriptién etc. should not be made along with Competition entry. Solutions inush be filled in, only
on coupons found iz copies of this issue of © Martry Magazine.” Any number of solutions may be sont bub each
pust be accompnnied by an entrance foe of annas sight. Where ecopies of The Merry Mugazine are not available,
Coropetitors can send in their solutions on ordinary paper bub an entrance fee of annas ten is payable with each eniry
thus submitted. Bvery solubion not personally handed over musb be weompaniod by tha M. O. receipt issued by tho
Post Offico, failing which the entry will be disqualified. Al entries must be received by lust post on 3-5.33. Any
recoived later will be disqualified. Eniries from loeal compebibors will be received in porson ab owr olfice  iily
6 P. M. on that dibe.  The fivst price of Rs. 75, willbe awarded to an all-correct solution and the second prize of
Rs. 25 Lo Lho one which the Fklibor considers the next best.  An all correch solution is one which agrees il respecis
with the one in the Fditor’s pussession.  Failing a c<.3t'1‘§)c? solubion it will be swarded to the newrest correct Qairy.
In the cuse of tios bhe prizo monoy will be equally divided. A winning coupetitor cant vecoive enly one share in a
priza.  No respongibilily can bo neeepted for any entries tost, wislaid or deloyed. No correspondenico ean bo entorod
into or inferviews granted.  Tho decision of the Editor ow all matlers relating to this competition is absolutely fina

O . _ . -y . . . . ) !
and legilly binding, and is an express condition of enfry. Persons connected with the Merry Magazine and ity
associabed journals ure not allowed to compete.

Coupons must be filled in logibly and senbt inbaot. No alterations or correcions whatever will boe allowed-
Compotitors must write on the envelopes and M. O. coupons the words ‘EN' Competition. Al enfries wust be

addressed to :—

THE EDITOR “EN COMPETITION *

THE MERRY MAGAZINE OFFICE,

2/140, BROADWAY, MADRAS.

%:-;:-;:aaaaa:-;saa%s&awaa&s%aama%&s% e L e
; A B =
4 L n = =
8  Fn Competition Coupon 3 £ =
: P 8 ¢ THE MERRY MAGAZINE |
. B e
1. ENGINEER . £
L/ 8 =
S o § 2 FREE INSURANCE COUPON &
o reerreerereaes A 2 5
3 e ereeereraesereseeaabaeraaans & ] 2
S n B Dated 25—~4-—-33, E
4- .nnnnun»n-uun-n--nn-uo.nnunuu § § %
50 R T LI T T Rl ] 2\ % g
6- e BusHeE ARSI EI I IANIRANARINSCTINGLICIANY m § §
7. wserdrirabieteNsAICes et anvekresrddorarraitesrs §§ ﬁ Sigu hgrg: g
B = =
8, < N frhedasnrae Pharsarrabeirtresseiracing ﬁ § §
® = ar ]
a3 Nemie....... TR =
BB N ereerenees S

; f =
NaMe.ooovverieaieinascncannn e ® B Address.......... e o B
Address ... reereran e reveraninns gﬁ 5 g
® g =
=
Sravesrurarserssraet PP PP % g R R Y Y P T T T LR LI Ty 2
R £ a
This COU.FO“ Hlust be ﬁua& in alu} Sent 80 18 bo .. § LR R R R S Y R §
reach the Lditor on or before 3—5—'33, g g g
... 20 0B e i T N TR T Y R B T T T e B B Y \‘,': 2‘: ?-:
B33335335833 3530023909935 DSSIDIDSIN - USRS

283

o0



PHI MERRY MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Latest fuvoidion !

HAND

G 5

>y § s g, ) &}

. THE KREISHNA AGENCY,

N, S e R B ey PG SRR T AT SR, e RS

@ eel Tlruﬂ ')f Rorzars an L:n_ ever. mrrcasnﬁ
@ Lxuwth of Hd,i}”.

2 he. s a Marvel of 2lodern Chemistry to satisfy you.

RESULT IN 3 MINUTES.

@ Tur IDEAL
0 HIIR REMGVING
i CREAM.
'/f\,' REFRESHING
“‘,} AND
¥ SOOTHING
"u (ITighly Perfumed.)
i} Jrnﬁ g 5 falbe ointment that docs vob dry up and

execls awing bo pleisant cuolnesn Auring the duration of

’> tren tmrnt; w]umxk wth o um ordinary watery depila-
Y barios availobis in Bl moict D will often arise some
burning fo lin- on Lhu sk, ool Creann excols owing to
besubifn! likre seent and honee can be used ab any tihne.,

4 If correctly apnlicd, hair once  remove :d - within
i : gaveral d s leaving bhe skin

w3 minutes do not grow Hor
N clenn and fresh all the while. Xvery L[)IJ.H.,JtIUIl of OI1I0

t reduces

& makes the huir grow finer. Frrquenb use of i

“} and slackens the growth of bair so that they are finally

/4] turned into soft down. Unlike Razors Ohio dows not durken

Y the skin nor causes irritation.

(‘\ Directions for use enclnsad in cach tubo

¢ A Tube Costs Rs. 1-8. Three at a Time Rs. 3-12.

“ My Magazine.”

POST BHX 119,
MADRAS’

{ When ordering please mention

@ SRI DHANAM & Co.,
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s s,
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Latest Novelty ||

(3Made in Gormany)

SEWING MACHINES.

m . oy et ) -
These are just Importod, measuroinent overall height
[l

5 inclios ath 5 s widt ;
J 1ochos, length 5 inches, width 9 Inches, mude of sheet

black Japanned with litha,
tion; steel and nickel plated part

motal throughout,
decora-

9 and attachments,
28 to make it do the

. .

Can Stitch Bod covor,

window-curtains, Cloths, Flag
r

Jackets, e, Can e fastenad
ivery machiuo tested and ready for yge,

and so seiontifically constructad

actuad sewing, like big muchings,

Cushions, birt
. shirts,
Underwear. mywl
anywhere.
Simple enough
Fivery home shoulq DO8sess one.
Tiach in a hox complete with 1 Reel Thread and 1

Screw-driver.

for a child to operate.

Price Rs. 2-14-0,

- - (P.°B. 119, Madras.)
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< S2EPS23233323332353 0 33 .
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2 THIS WATCH FREE |
5‘} [
i T o Y
i A aver /
Q/ n burchasor of }é '
H :‘: of  these gua-
1 i:i rantced Swigg-
. ® made, high-
%} 2: grade, I 0 v%; r
'\) " Movemant
<" & atchoq wo will
jj i:i give an oxtra
:-" n one FRER { A)-
@, :.: ready wo aro
{,., 0 offering them at
‘!) ;‘: f&ctory prico—
/@‘ j\': t h 18 ma,gnl-
\',/ 2 ficont offg r
@ ;,\ dofies a]] com-
@ IR DPetition g g d
’ 2 cannot ba rg-
@, 7 peatod. It g
; ;:: made as a gift
yoom from ourselveg
5‘3 bo cloar for oyr
\;’ ;0‘2 new item 4.
m Ordor  yoy g
§ ::: wabches now |
© M The most Popular Nevelt Watch
| AN ~-at wholesale pri
3;, y Each Rs. 3-15 only. Postrge (it)g. ce
M Free watch could be giveu oply to

\’j M utatime. Also Freo watch will b s
IE " who have already purchused three,
& 4
N
¢

,.: Afply to

:g THE CANADIAN WATCH PEOPLE,

purchasors of three
ut on requoest io aj]
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POCKET FOLDING CHAER

Wonderful invention. This strauge, lighit~

woicht and steel chair can be folded and
o

carried in the coat pocket itself. Tiven in

small space available, you can use the chair,

Very strong and at the same time light,
Quite uselul for travellers.  Trial orders have

been mostly accompanied by lump orders.

212 0 only.
6 0

Price per chair Rs.

extra

Postage Re. 1
Advarce of Ro. 1 0 0

gent with the order.

should be

AGENTS:

THE GENL

,W

CRYSTAL BALL 1

~ Youngster! Do  you
wish to know the mind
of the lady you love? Do
you wish to know when

3333553

E ©-€=9©IZ=

P~ e
3

yoo will get marvied? or & R

e when your carves will get § @
success in life 2 Young lady ! you like to A
have a glirapse of your | future happy days ? 2;2

Oh, old father! I onty(m like to be joyful
on the happy days to come of your
descendant children?  Yes, all of you
have got ambitions to know the fubure.
Here js the way. A crystal ball having
39 numbers will reveal scerets.  Try this
nnmediately.

Each ball with
Instructions Rs. 7-4.0

The Genuine Watch Co.,

Pyt
=

<
'Y
D

am
S22

~
&

2
S

DD G T O O e
3

BEASS

3 Boitles Rs. 22 0

Rs. 0120

Per Bottle

=

o e e L e

12 Bottles Rs. 78 0

400

6 Bottles Rs.

SHRI DHANAM & Co.,

]
Mint Buildings P. O. MADRAS. | "
)& Post Box 119,
¢ e D 5 G ) W | ) T Yo -@«a@:’f:: ‘é  ESCEEETISEESEEE
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N
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THAT MIEDRRY MAGAZINT mvrm*} mrrNTs ] SAFEGUARD YOUR PROPERTY ?

NSURE absolute protection to yourself,

TR R

pRae: ST ey i
ph ey 2 . .
s Q[g] i family, loved ones and valuables with this
i Q 25 Automatic Alarm pistol that needs no license 4
a h if p3” x 3"in size and looks like a real one. ii
SR » g The mere sight frightens Burglars, Thieves, ;‘:
ni Rew\lz\t*“‘ b ete. Tirst 6 shotsin 6 seconds, sufficient o
" i H to scare away a whole gang. Dvery home it
0 Hamnd ¥ g i Y ; ; : i
A ~ R % i needs one. Instructions with every pistol. Hd
i s e ! ¥ Price Rs. 5-8-0 with 50 shots. :
@ £, : it
::: éé L. g’a ;% B % , V. DP. E. As. 8 extra. Extra shots Re. 1 for 50. #
4\ I I oy & H
i SR ¥avers, yubh i i  The Genuine Watch Co
" i gl Ehe awM Ly ] 3% er 2 £
l’i; o stamp H
#n The Wonlerful Talisma: e ‘J e Looare : . 3 : e i
4 G Akers, Iing e PB@@@@@@?%@E@@@@@@@E@ : s ;
A has ever heor: g op TRRES, tine and half tone M@@m E i ROLLED GOLDEN NECKLACE. &
B IMPOSSIBLE mude POS Yo Tank “B‘m!" " , Q % PH@T@ /A\LUJM. }%
a2 and Geasice MAD B DiAtH TIRLETS, etc. etc. i o) These are made of pure Rolled Gold £
W Toehom [ hovo N M dayat T will be wseful 2o oo - - . R in with imitati ic ¢ it
2: Towwhon and how " Hidiyat " will be il \’ 3 ) An Album containing 12 Beauti- D i \ aud' sef in with imitation d.nmon'd? ](Iuad :Z
D | Te UNETBLOVED-—Cecuies immediste ob, 22{ o i o ) i ] ; | rub1es_ ete., workmanship is unrivalled. #
,““i o QTEI'{:“}"T‘;‘-J‘}W“U'O'\' et in the gxnini- & P Al ful nature Studies of Sexes in Real ] § Beautifully engraved and decorated as i
T A, LSUTCY UG5S 1) e ot %V A g-j A‘E AH R il life. Most indispensable for deco- t d per illustration. Very pleasing in pre-
2 e . oo MV - 0 . ] d senting a charming appearance to the eye. if
S T LIMGANTS —Thswres snceess in courb, R i rating Bedrooms ete. § Can boe compared O\Wth real gold chains. ::%
wog, _E,'_B' :’{,", ~Cretos peofoind love by the & 1 7T M : ]
P . At , G oo F 20A P ! May be used by all,nationalities. Each in i:
| ol o & 1 5 r Rs. 4.0 each .
@ y ;g,, TS Alors pisidos an agqor &1 it TR0 *D MA DRAS 4 ice 1-1 § 2 Pad. Price Rs. 1-8 each. {1
" N P YR VIS e B i s [N s oA L]0 i g . . H
@ hrand in competitive buainess, :;: P THE KRlSHNA AGENCY il GENUINE WATCH Co., 9
A 6., EUIPLOVED —Suely alfords onjoyioent in ¥ ) . g i3
& incronients of sularies. W A trial crder is solici P. B. No. 119, MADRAS. ] P. B. 119, Madras. £3
“ AT . : : N Pt e . m v, comesegn,see eeareagn,ontees Y BORseR SR, IR0rss, .-...4-\.«=
‘Q 7., SPORTOAEN—Defeat in alinosh oub of 3) W A s ssansa s saaCamEaoseE e L s 8 SPOA s SHOE oot SOPIa. 30 AL o o]
a question, ¢ o PEECEEC S CE LS VEESS : mammwmmmmammmm*
&g SPEMD THRIFTE—When "Tiduynd ™ is on & i ﬁgé g
“ o porson, you will nover spend woplo @ ; LS (S £ ! €€ 7 e
Slﬁile(f(;f),}‘rgf BRI B B YT e ? GOLD PLATED FIDO g Rs. 2-15-0 ! Only Rs. 2-15-0!
£ AVIVE § ‘ORS, A5 TIKE PROES. w4 2L AND CAMERA il g
a0, LAV N3, B ;i R sAhg YAuY £5 hid : g )
A Y BEGPLE - Cres s fo oo 3 TR O —— i LEVER WRIST WATCH. 2 A ROCK-BOTTOM PRICE
g, . ,,'}.’” went Huhx ab. . ‘ :;f “ ¥ fittesl  with powerful 1enlq @ il Rs. 7-14-0 S YOU CAN NEVER DREAM OF .
8 0. ?31?"'“ LY PEDVE *""_ 1 ;“‘? b {“'“['f‘"{mﬁ téj L very  compuct  and dnmbly Q) ] : ' .
s Lo l‘nv Bhoell s ’)lm of ewrilly B consbructed. Tb fukes nioy il . Here 18 an i
‘ 5 the J'T.zf.z\:y‘t‘u‘ wearer resliny v } ,{}n e in 3L x gl inches, @ il ) oﬂ'erofafgmous g
i ;Lg‘; \';-rz-lfluv]ufv«:rl:f. o - \.' ; vy o operide. No preyi- [ ﬂ% a nd registered
oL, ~—x\_frz]<>m‘»»1:«; voie, [ somplesion g o knewledge necesary. '\’} %N Follnta,m Pen, g
: i 1; “Nj,(;“}-l,;"}' ns ore ‘t: 1. wj. L S prico por o Cainers, wigh & i with a gold
Yo, ORI ReS—Children to their 3 vhisiachion i ‘ necessury cherienls, Petes (!) . p lated Nib. .
i o G pired. ::; i amd divecetions complote, ,6‘.\ . Purchasers -will
Y OCHIDAYAT " ds wosure and cerbuin remedy, by which & 7 i p (()/ also get Free .
! omdeate should keep hope of regiining & rice Rs. 0 i g . .l . : a lever ket
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! OUR AGENTS.

[ Copies of “MERRY MAGAZINE” can be had from the following Agents,
(] MADEAS €1ey AND suprneay ackENT, B KRISHNAMURTHI RAO, Madis
o ) . b ad]'a"

Ambasamudram—7’. Lakshmana Pillai. Palpi—L. Arumugam Pilfy.,

Ambur-- A, 3. G. Chengalvarayaiyer, > Palladam—P. O. S. Ameer Sahib.

Arni- . Panchakchara mudaliar, A Papanasam:-.\l. Govindaswamy,

Arcot— 1. Janakiram Madaliuy. - Pattukottai—N. Maruthanuthu,

Bangalore—R. S.. Cooper & Co.
Belgaum—Shree Datta Book Depot.
Bhavani—Sivalinga Vilas Book Depot.
Bodinayakanur—S. Veerabadran Chetty.
Bombay—=S. R. Subramunian.
Calicut—P. R. Bhat Bros.
Chidambaram—N. Dandapani Aiyer.
Coimbatore—The International News Agency.
Golombs—A. Balakrishnaswamy.
Conjeevaram—S. Srinivasan.
Coonoor—-A. R. Ramamurthi.

Devakottai—L. R. M. Manikkam.
Dharapuram—K. Moideen Sahib.
Dharmapuri—D. M. Rajaratnam & Bros.
Dindigul—N. Venguswainy.

Erpakulum— P. R. S. Mani.

Erode—P. A. Sreenivasa Iyengar.
Ferozepore city—The National Book Depot.

Harur—T. V. Thatachari.
Hindupur—S. S. Jaya works & Gl. Agency.
Khargpur— B. Guruswamiyer.
Koduvayur—T. R Kurup.
Koilpatti—N. Palanichami.
Krishnagiri—I. M. Abdul Sathar Sahib.
Kulittalai—S. Ramasesban.

" Kumbakonam—S5. Muthuswamy & son.
Lalgudi—L. N. Chandrasekaran.
Lucknow— Friends& Co.
Madura—T. Govindaswami Naidu.
Mangalore—The Popular Stores.
Mapn.rgudi—M. P. Chidambaram.
Mayavaram—F. Ramanatha Iyer.
Miraj— 5. A. Kulkarni & Sons,
Mysore—N. Venkatappa,
Nagpur—Sapre Bros.
Napjangud—L. N. Raja Rao.
Nannilam—S. Sadagopa Iyengar.
Nellore—M. S. Naraysnan,
Negapatam—S. Vembu Iyer.
Ootacamund—Patrick & Co.
Pallatur—V. R. Naguppan.
Palghat—N. Maruthachalam.
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Gobichettipalayam—G. N. Venkatanarasimhan,

Piited, Dristed & Publithed by 8. 5. Vasn at the Anendha Viktan Poga

Periakulam—Kulathuiyer,

Point Pedro—X. Kanapathi Pillay-.
Pondicherry—Lakshmana Prasad & Co.
Poona—G. R. Rajan.

Portonovo—V. Govindacaruy Clietty.
Pudukottah—The Pudukottah Automobiles
Quilon—X. V. Meenakshisundaram. )
Penang—A. A. R. Medical Hall.
Rajahmundry—A. Krishnamoorthy Bros.
Rangoon—Naveens, Katha Book Depot.
Robertsonpet—K. S. G. Rao. ’
Rukadi—Mahrastra Book Depot.
Salem—S. L. Sanjeevi Naidu.

Sattur—M. A. Muthuswamy Pillaj.
Shermadevi—M. R. Rajapalaniappa Mudaliar,
Shiyali—M. Arunachalamn. -
Sholavandan—A. N. Pillav & Son,
Singapore—India Novel Depot.
Srivilliputtur—M. Sikkandar.
Srivaikuntam—S. Seetharaman.

Surat—H. V. Topiwala,
Tadepalligudem—Suryanarayanamurty.
Tanjore—N. L. Iyer,

Tenali—K. Kasiviswanatham.
Tenkasi—S. Ramaswamy Naidu.
Tinneveily—K. Ganapathia Pillay™
Tirumangalam—P. Nallathambi.
Tirupattur—P. K. Chandran.
Tiratturaipundi—A. Natarajaiyer.
Tirivadamarudur—P. X. Srinivasa Iyer.
Tiruvannamslai—V. Ghandhy.
Tiruvarur—Punitham & Co.
Trichinopoly—The Imperial News Agency.
Trichur—S. Venkatrama Iyer.
Trivellore—XKhadi & Swadeshi Stores.
Trivandram—G. Ramasubbier.
Tuticorin—P. Samuel.

Umayalpuram—V, Lakshmana Pillay.
Vannarponnai—>. S. Subramaniam.

Vellore—V. T. Rajamanikka Mudaliar.
Villupuram—E. Rangachari.

Virudhunagar—M. P. 8. 8. Sankaralinga Nadar,
Vizagapatam—Krishna Trading Co.
Vizianagaram—K Ramalingam,

Wanted selling agents for *“MERRY MAGAilNE »in uqrepre‘enteﬂ ﬁla‘ces
throughout India, Burma and Ceylon and Foreign.cquhtriel.
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THE MERRY MACAZINE OFFICE, 2140, BROADWAY, MADRAs, ¥
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