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Notes and Comments” \ '

Gandhiji's Fast

Gandhiji’s fast is a protest against the Premier's Communal
Award of separnte electorates tor the Depressed Classes,

the holy purpose of ihe fast has heen fulfilled,
1y 'it,._ci a magic effect uwpon Hindu India and
sathy from all classes of people i"t In{iia.
irrespectiy creed or race,  The whole nation, |
Concenty atu‘w apon this one problem—how to ban
abiiity * from the land so Bas to provent Gandiiji's
death, Drocessions, puablic’ mee tn*' % and  conferen
in every nook apd corner of India to offer prayers Eoz‘ ‘?;ha. f
health of the preatest son of Ing i1. Many are fasting at the temple
pates in South India to move the hearts of the trustees c.nd caste
{Hindn worsh upw’n; o *Tmm adnmicion to the Adi-Dravidas,  DMany
{amous temples and tanks have been thrown r»pm throu; i
for the use of the su. ‘;,;‘} ed untouchables.  The cast E 1
bathed in the same tanks with the s iomﬂzwi s’ and
offered common prayers.
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The Women’s Indian Asseociation, Madras has thrown itseld
went national moevement for the eradi-
-1

heart and soul, into the pres
cation of untowc‘n'@bi}ity On the 17th & 19th, meetings were

under its auspices and resolutions passed, whi:h were br("lda

An influentiai deputation of its member e intervicwed the j)!O-
minent trustecs of the Thig ¢y fo verst ada} Them to
throw open ﬂu' i“‘i"xp,‘. to the Adi-Dravidas who are « Ii Hirdus

it 0r<“'anaw(i Pajana
the orthodox ;urte_'r'

1L procession Was h d by vaste
Hindu women mos tly Pm m)ms. Appeais in vernacular for the
removal of the curse of untou"‘mmli were distributed among the
onlookers.  As the procession procee dc{i to the temple gate, many
caste-Flindu women joined the procession on its way te the temple
and at the temple gate a mass meeting was held, Several of us
gpolee of the nueed of reforming Hindu society so as to accord equal
treatment to all IHindus mthuut any distinction of c’a's{'f fhc
pem‘})e-q were listered to with 1'm;m':;:t and atfention,  Then the
procession of the Adi-Dravida girls and a nuraber of caste-Tfindu
women returned to the place of ite starting, A large number of
WOIS hxpppr fo]]m sed the procession. Mauy of them mrt'(‘m.lwu
in the procession.  The Tamil appeals were very much in demand

rr—

and read mth appreciation by the populace, -
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

The Bombay women, the Nagpur women and the Bangalore
women have issued a similar appeal? Gandhiji's vo® has had

tremendous effect upon the notion
tous. We de net deny that * Us
standing sore in Hindo society, Both the suppressed and the
suppressors have been the victims of 4 wrong system blindly follow:
ek for ages. The Indinn reformers [romn the time of Ram Mohan
Eoy have agitated and laboured for its eradication ; but it 2nust also
be said that the proclabned neutrality of the British Government,
whose eyes were opett to this evil, nover halped the Indian reformers

touchability” is a deep and lo

]
i their light against many of the social evils.  The difficulties are

many indeed. The mass population is steeped in ignorance and
superstition and  blindly follow the waditional and customary
practices, There is no wide-spread and uniform system of compul-
sory primary education in the Jand, Any thinking man or woman
can very well realise the great ap-hill task of Indian reformers, with
a neuatral and unsympathetic Geovernment on one side and the
superstition and the illiteracy of the masses on the other,

The Premier's Communal Award proposes to segregate the
sgecalied depressed classes irom the main Hindu fold and so per-
petuate the evil. That is why Gandhiji, the greatest of Indian
reformers, the friend of the poor and the depressed, has adopted a
most extreme step to prevent such a catastrophe. We women are
doing our best to avert this great calamity to the nation. We have
appealed, not only to the Indian leaders of all communities {o come
to an amicable settlement on this question of vital interests to
Hindu society, but also to the Premier to promptly respond to the'

nations demand so as to prevent Gandhiji {asting unte death., Now '

the responsibility rests entirely with the British Government.

As we go to press, we learn the joyous news that satisfactory
‘agreement has been arrived at between the caste Hindus and the
depressed class leaders with the sanction of Gandhiji. The Premier
ha's been telegraphed to and the results are awaited with great anxiety
and concern by the whole country, ’

.

Mr. Krishnamachariar’s Bill to repeal the Sarda Act

Our thanks are due to the Government of India and to the
Assembly for having rejected the bill of Mr., Krishnamachariar Avl,,
to repeal the Sarada Act by 52 votes against 23.

The Home member’s speech was very convincing and was
applauded by the majority of the Assembly members. But at the
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same time we wish to point out that the present Act is not doing
much good as there is no provision in the act itself to prevent con-

templated child marriages. If the real purpose of the Act is to be

achieved, the Act should be so amended so as to enable the authori-
ties to take action before the Act is actually violated. Now the Act
is broken with impunity and the parties who violate the law are only
fined a’ fow Rupees, which is usually a very small amount compared
with the actual marriage expense. Now in a recent case of child
marriage performed in Vellore the culprits were fined only Rs. 5 each,
which certainly is bound to encourage disrcspect to the law. Again
as Hindu marriage among high caste Hindus is a sacramental one,
even sincere social reformers do not wish to report cases of violation
as the result does not produce any good to the married conple them-
selves. Therefore it is very necessary that the Act should be amen-
ded in the light of the above facts if it is to achieve the object of the
legislator, '

Suppression of Traffic in Women and Children and Bengal Discussions

Who is really responsible for the existence of ‘Fallen Women’
and brothels and houses of ill-fame in cities ? Many of us talk of
*Fallen Women' as ‘sinners’, dragons of vice, without having the least
idea of their real origin.

In the first place, we have torealise that fallen women are not

beings apart, are not descended from hell, but because certain fallen
men exist in our society, certain women also have necessarily

" become fallen or degraded and have descended into vice. If socicty

gets rid off these fallen men, then as a matter of course these fallen
women also will disappear.  As a matter of fact the man fails first
and the women follow in his footsteps. Man is the buyer and woman
the scller, The demand is from the man and the women only sup-
plies the demand. Very often, the women are the victims as when
young, innocent girls are kidnapped from villages and districts by -
pimps and procurers and forced to become the inmates of brothels
in the cities to meet the demand from the men.

Therefore the man is the chief agent and the primary sinner,
while the woman is only a secondary factor and very often is a help-
less victim. It is not always the economic factor that is the cause
of this disease. It might account for'a few cases, A few women
may be driven to that life by sheer economic necessity, while many
are forced into that life, through their ignorance and inexperience or
by interested parties, traffickers and agents of vice. Whatever the
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

reason might be for women and girls becoming the inmates of
brothels, one cannot forget the fact that it is the man who buys them
at a price and pays for the sin. Therefore our chief work of reform
lies fiest with our men.  We have to teach them that a high standard
of sex morality is as ecssential to the mental, moral, aud spiritual
growth of man as to woman. Sex purity and continence is as neces-
sary to the preservation of his health as itis to that of the woman,
while promiscuity and incontivencs is harmful to himself as well as
to his family. Unless both parents lcad a healthy and moral life,
we cannot expect their children to be healthy and strong. [t is not
cnough if the mother alone is advised to be pure and chaste. These
facts of life, physiology and b*@lr‘rfy of llife and 1rp10f1m,110n have to
be broadcasted among the public, il we want to minimise and eradi-
cate the evil of prostitution. The wrong puablic opinion for wh!ch
men are respoasible more than women has to be c hanged, name
that while the women alone are blamed and outcasted for an act in
which men also are participants, the so-called stronger and the wiser
men are left scotfree and are not blamed for the same misdeed.
Justice and humanity requires that both must be held equally respon-
sible and both must receive equal punishment. So long as one party
is condoned while the other party is condemncd the ev11 is bound to
live and even to prosper. i :

i,

Surely the brothe! kecpers in Caloutis L, Bombay, and Madras
would not fil} their brothels with attractive vounyg women if they
were not surs ::'i’ being paid by the men inﬁxr their nefarious trade.

While t1 S¢ MEN cacupy seats of honour and responsibility and are
never considered dangerous to soclety at Iarge the poor womrﬂn, who
arc oaly ;h ir mc.um' are thrown out of scciery, are called sinners

and dragons of vice and as e not considered even fit objects of our
charity. Could there be a worse injustice and a greater wrong against
humanity, Therefore while it is our duly to rescue these helpless
outeasied women from the brothels where they are forced to lead a
life of shame and misery and provide them with honourable means
of livelihaod, there rests upon us a greater and o holier niission,
namely that of changing the wrong public opinion, that women
alone are sinners and that the men who associate with them and are
participants in the same act are free from blame, that women alone
should be chaste and moral, while men can sow wild oats,

If men who visit brothels, are not classed as criminals and
continue to be considered honourable members of society, 1s anybody
justified in arguing, that women aloue are criminals, are beyond all
" hopes of redemption, should be ciassed and treated as criminals., We
are pained to note that even the learned Mayor of Caleutta, Dr. B.C,
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Roy, holds such an opinion of ‘.msr* wonien, who except b few
hvlp}c‘;s, ard innocent victims of the cireums tuu esin wf‘:c‘n they

1
(AR
fap R v
“%

[¢]

placed.

“Tt is quite clear that in the case of ordinary criminals there are a
certain number of men who are habitual eriminals whom noe amount
of correction or guids nce would take away trom the life of C.}.‘in‘}i?l:-li
litv.  Some p‘c*‘ clomists say that something like 75/80 percent of

: 1y

r in hand, be save d from such o lite. So

?:':"}n en to be carrying on their frade ns

L Chandra Sen Gapta, M.A, DL, Member. Bengal
u;nmn, writes in the Caleutta Municipal Gazette 10th
- 1932 -

“Tven with my limited experience 1 know of at least two
instances where women have had to live a life of ] hame 1runx sheer

necessity,  One was a r;uher h;mds;)mp young w
caste who b N F

lived in co Ve ease while
she was ih 1 into the streets witl 0 to, when an
obliging yariwalli mlm’ her @ roon.

B“t when he died

S 6-11(;
: ther case, a very respect-
able y uutf » woren jeft her home, and as of ten happens, was robbed
of h;’.r ali by her ;,si-.. amour, who fed, lu.vmn «r stranded in
Ben nares. She appeals i in ail guarters but could fimnd no opening
for a decent livelihood.” :
I am sure that De Mo G Sen G upta :
these women were onty the i‘f‘ r helpless victims ;f 1en’s ms«
deweanour and irrcsponsibility fuozztthes:,;
blame and condemnation fron; our society as 1
selves ?

oy 4 Ty~
me that

JOSE WeImen tcum

ers and to

by azents of

Do we not need legislation (o punish thos
protect those voung women from further exploitati
vice or traffickers in immorality ! Therefore log
brothels and tw }hﬁhnl the kecpers of the d of vice and other
acents associated with that unhely and nefanous trade has been
long everdue in our u-mtry as well as shelters and homes {or the
protection and training for the inmates of these brothels so as to
make them useful mmnb'*rq of socicty.

CEISH Lo

. Besant’s 86ih Birth&ay
Dir. Besant cejebrates her 86t birthday on the Ist Oectsbr,
1t will be celebrared by 1;531’%(‘:}3.‘5 not ouly in Indis but all over the
It will be celebrated in ' J

ih
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CHILD LABOUR IN INDIA

the mitls,  Unless veu turn theny out of the mills, you will never
provide primary education for them, It is here, 1 think, that some
competent body like this Assembiy should try to force the pace,
or nothing will be done for our children at ail”

Wr. A, C. Chatterjee (as he then was), speaking at the same
place two days after, remarked :

T et . w1 by A e ;
Al proscnl we a4 pumper of Lompuisoryed 0

fifferent Vrovinees, but these Acts e aef

s provision of funds, The fands can be secured only

or words, it Je
1y, indirectly if
1. S0 long as

renlthier clnsses of the )

he
the industries of the locality which wi
not directly {or the compulsory education of childr

the industries find tht they can amploy children in the factories,
they will alwavs resist the lmposition of any taxation Jor the
provisior of compnlsory education. Thus we travel for ever in a
vicious cirele.  We must take notion somewhere. | am coniident
4
;

ducation or not, a child of tendsr age cannot be educated in
actories, they will soon see the advaniage of sacuring that their

.

that oneé the employers find that, whether there is compulsory

vourg employees should start training in the {actories with a
modicum of edueation, and they will fallin with any project tor
the provision of compulsory ceducation.”

[4 e

And, finally, in a somewhat subtler but equally {orcefw)
argument, Mr. A, G. Clow has also pointed out :

“In practice, the postponement of a rise in the minimum age
of children until adequate facilities for primary education had
hecn provided weuld produce effects very different from those
desived by its advocates. It would not merely result in the post-
ponement of a reform that is now recognised as essential—the
raising of the minimum age. It would also result in a setback to
the cause of education. For suppose that a low minimum age
were retained, and a statute passed by which this age would rise
if and when provision for compulsory primary education had been
made.  Then the introduction of compulsory primary education
in any arca would involve the exclusion of children who would
otherwise be permitted to work in factories. ‘The inevitable
result would be that those who were opposed to the educational
reform on financial grounds and they would always be numerous
—would be reinforced in their opposition by those who find the
jabour of the child profitable, %,c., by the parents and the emplay-
ers.  Thus the cffect of a provision designed to encourage cduca-
tion will be the strengthening of the opposition to the spread of
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education. On the other hand, if the age of children is raised
before facilities have been provided for their education, neither the
employers nor the parents will raise the same objection to the
introduction of a compulsory education scheme.”

- The whole question of regulating the starting age for child
workers in India needs to be reconsidered.  This country has so far
ratified only one Convention of the International Labour Conference
relating to minimum age—~that on the minimum age {or admission
of young persons io employment as trimmers and stokers, adopted
in Geneva in 1921,  As regards the three others relating to indus-
trinf and agricultural employment and employment at sea, none of

Cthem bas vet been ratified, although legislaton has been passed in
respect of the first. To this Ist must now be added the Draft
Convention concercing the age for admission of children to non-

induatrial empinyment, passced af the last Conference, h agread
{o several medifications In the text of the Convention so as to make
it aceeptable for India. ‘ "

It is an crror to look upon measuves {or the prolection of

o L

R85!
: o decocation to the statute bocok, oven
i a‘country hie [odia. Indian - smplovers are woni to point out
that the poor qnality of Indinn lubour makes even the low wages
accorded to it glear in comparison o the reward of labour-in conmn-
trivs with o mork firmly rooted ;industrial tradition, and they also
frequentty dweil on the need {or pushing on with industrialisation,
in the highest interests of the country, naembarrassed by vexing
restrictions; I that is so, enlizhtened patriotism should lead them
nht to ohstruct an essential reform for the reorganisation of our
socioty, but rather o seek to intluence the system of edacation to be
ectablished in areas from whish they rceruit labour in such n way
as to turn the oninstructed young worker into o polential asset in
the machinery of production.  There wili perhaps be a certain
amount of temporary social diclucation on aceoont of the operation .
of such reforms, but in the conditions of India, they will not be such
~g canaat be overcome by goodwill and efort on all sides, The

P

“ehiid Eibour as a faghiona

econoiuic coisis showld not act as & deterrent, {or in the history of
social progress it has not infraguently happened that times of stress
hive hesn an appropriate ocension for the re-orientation of society
and laviny the §

gondations of Tnrurs achiowsnsnt,

MRS, . KAG,
667
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Pledging of Child Labour

Among the many evils that exist in unregulated factories in India, one
of the gravest is the conditions under which dul(lren‘ are madf: to work,
Children are found particularly suitable for work in certain industries such as
wocl-cleaning, .bidi making, carpet-weaving, tanning and many others. Itis
difficult to control the unregulated factories by the application of the Factories
Act and no other way has been found for a close and effective check upen  the
small factories which do not employ a large number of workers or usc power
siachinery. The Labour Commission found these evils, in_ a .settled form :
“ Unsuitability or the dilapidated nature of the type of b'ml(‘hng used, the
absence of adequate sanitation, poor lighting, defective ventilation, Over(zrowd-
ing, long hours—and above all—a preponderance in certain cases of the labour
of under-age children, Z.e., children well below the regulation age for such
workers in factories coming under the Factories Act.” ‘The worst feature how-
ever is the system whereby parents contract out the labour of their children at
0 many rupees per month, the duration of the contract being  determined by
the repayment of the loan, This system exists in the carpet industry in
in Amritsar, some of the textile mills of Ahmedabad and al_so in Madras.
While recommending several measures for the regulation of child labour, the
Whitley Commission urged that the pledging of children’s labour must be stop-
ped immediately. ‘The Government of India have accordingly initiated legis-
lation in the Legislative Assembly for this purpose and were prepared to-pass
it in the present sessions but the bill has been referred to a Select Committee,
The Bill seeks to impose fines not exceeding Rs. 50 on parties to agreements
pledging the labour of children and on persons knpwmgly. emp]oymg chl.]drc:lj
whose labour has beer pledged. Ignorant and impecunicus parents will be
hard to control, but by penalising employers the required checkynmy be
maintained, ~— Guardian

Progress of Social Legislation in Baroda

BY GOVINDBHAIL 1, DESAI

The Baroda state is well known {or being the pioneer in India in 5c.;'r_:'i.=3.
legislation under the enlightened rule of His Highness Maharaja Sayajirao
Gaekwad. So eatly as in 1904; it made primary education not c‘ni:'y.' free but
alzo compulsory s and Jeaving aside the sentircental objections regarding State-
rference in social matters, it had the boldness to tohe the earlivst steps by
cislation to prevent infant-marrages in its tevritory, which forms a major part
_of Gujarat proper. - The avowed object of the Infant Marriage Prevention Act
was o ameliorate the physical condition of the pecple; especially of the future

F]
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~ generation, by raising the marriageable age. The draft of the Act, when pub-

lished, strongly agitated the public mind both within and outside the State, and
it was also widely criticised. The oppoesiticn, however, appeared to centre
round the question of the marriageable age, which in the draft was fixed at 14
for girls and 18 for boys. In deference to this opposition, and especially as it
was the first measure of its kind, H. H. the Maharaja was pleased to reduce
these ages by two years and agree to make some other modifications in the
original Bill, with a view to making it less obnoxious to orthodox communities.
The Baroda Infant Marriage Prevention Act of 1904 had its good effect
in educating public opinion and in gradually raising the marriageable age of boys

and girls. But twenty-five years® experience of its working having showed that -
further and more drastic legislation was necessary, the old Act was amended .

by Act No, 23 of Samvat 1985 (a.D. 1929), which forestalled the recent legisia-
tion in British India known as the Sarda Act; in respect of the age limit,

‘however, this Act goes further than the Baroda legislation, The amendment

retained the minimum marriageable ages of boys and girls at 16 and 12 respec-
tively as before, but declared marriage void in cases in which the age of the
bride or bridegroom is less than eight years on theday of the marriage ; persons
who perform the marriage of girls below 12 and of boys below 16 years of age
are liable to a fine up to Rs. 500. This is a bold step in advance of Hindu
Law, which regards such infant marriages as valid, and holds that once a
marriage is performed it is always valid, except when there are special circum-
stances to nullify it such as the use of force or fraud.

A further amendment raising the marriageble age of girls to 14 and of
boys to 18 has been made to bring the Baroda Act in conformity with the
British-Indian legislation on the subject, the Child Marriage Restraint Act
(XIX of 1929) known as the Sarda Act. These legislative measures, and more
especially the spread of education and Western ideas, have created a general
revulsion of feeling among the educated Hindus of all castes in Gujarat, against
marrying their boys and girls while they are still children. Those of them
among whom widow-marriage is prohibited are especially careful to defer the
marriage of their daughters to as late a petiod as possible.  Others who cannot
get suitable husbands for their daughters or wives for their sons have perforce
to defer their marriages, which naturally raises their marriage age. Educated
boys - and girls also object to their marriage till their education is finished
and they are able to earn their livelihood and set up their own house.
Educated and grown up boys also claim their right to make their own selection
after seeing the eligible brides personally, and ascertaining their educa-
tional and other qualifications. These are yet beginnings, but their result
is perceptible; ‘and it is not unusual to come across numerous Hindu
boys of the age of 18 and over, or girls of 16 and over, who are unmarried.
Their . number is slowly but steadily increasing, and so far as the uprer
classes are concerned, child-marriage may be said to be a thing of the
past. Not only have child-marriages disappeared from among the educated
and upper class Hindus, but inter-marriages between different sub-castes have
now become common ; they are viewed with sympathy rather than opposition,
and are condoned by the imposition of a small fine without excommunication.

669,

;
i
f
j
)
)




SOCIAL L.E GISLATION IN BARODA

There have also been a few cases in which even the caste-restriction is set aside,

and girls of Nagar Brahmana or Brahma Kshatri castes have been married tc ’

young men of th, Bania or Kayastha castes. Such bold action meets with
excommunication and demands great moral courage on the part of the partics

and their relations.  But with the growth of education and the raising of the
age of murriage, the parties are naturally desirous of personally sclectmg their
own partners in life and inter-caste marriages are bound to be more general
than they are at present. The difficulties under which reformers laboured on
account of the restrictions placed by Hindu Law, both as regards the field for

selection, and the necessary LU(.II‘HDI'?]: for a mama;w to hv legal, have been
removed by legislation both in British India and in the Baroda State by the
passing of “Civil Marriage Acts, which mark an advanced step in social lpm;,}a-
tion and legalize marriages under contractual forms unfettered by any ceremoni-
al or caste scruples emmncd by the Hindu Law.

The re-marriage of widows has become a qm»stmn of social necessity
in Gujarat, The number of females being smaller than that of males, and there
being a prohibition against widow marriage many perscns in some castes have
perforce to remain for life without wives. Consequently, some widow remarri-
ages have recently taken place as a result of this necessity. Some years age,
when the 3 a*uru_}a Gackwad was on a tour of inspection in the districts,
a number of petitions were received by His Highness from old bachelors ci’

Shinor, Savli, Baroda, Pattan and Navasari praying thar widow remarriag
should ) mdde compulzory, and that those widows w h() did not remarry s ,hould
be heavily fined. Such petitions show that a feeling in favor of widow
remarriage has been awakened in the hearts of some of the Gujarati Hindus,
Neither His Ilighness the Mahar: tm Gaekwad, to whom ‘aoc,ml reform owes
much for its adv ancement, nor the British Government con make widow
marringe compulsory as desired by these people, both have made it permissive
by passing Widow Remarriage Acts. Under the provisions of these Acts, any
womari who has become a widow may remarry with the consent of her "mrdtan
if she is under 16. Such a remarriage is no bar to her acquiring rlghts of.
inheritance as a widow or mother in her new husband's family.

Under Hindu Law, marriage; being a sacrament and a civil contract,cannot
be revoked ; and though a woman convicted of adultery may be deprived of
her status and turned cut of her caste, divorce, in the mdum’v sense of the
word, is an impossibility.,  This, according to medern ideas, is "-emrdfﬂd as very
hard and leads, insome cases, to bfeleng misery, when hushand and wifa,
married in infancy and without their own seclection of each other, differ in
temperament and treat each other craclly,  Among the higher castes such as
Brahimanas, Vanias, or Patidars, if the husband does not like his wife he may
marry o secotld wife. if a .wmnrl marringe 15 allowed in his caste. But a w ife
cannat do so and must ¢keout a miserable life with the husband whom she
does not Hke and who treats her cruells. :

‘ But in this respect, us also in regard to w1dow~marrnpe, the lower castes
ate more sensible than the higher ones, - Divorce, chheda chhutka or release
is allowed "by custom in most of the lower castes, such as Gola-Ghanchls,
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amang whom widow-marriage is also practised, A« '1uli’6r" and dxeu”rcc'ncnt
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Parsis, Muha

lans and hrik,tmnﬂ 'aw at fiberty to disselve mar.
riages accmdmg to zh-':f 1-3 y i to oo ch of these l,{)iﬂ‘\ﬂ’xi.} nities. The
Hindus, in the preseni times, me not dllowed 1 by any law to dissolve marriage;
divarces are allowed by custom 01‘3\’ in ce i in communitics. It appenrs, how-
F\'Pr, tmt T.hﬁ\' were ”di'm:_d by scn;,‘mr even in the higher wmmumtlf‘a in
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'Tne Act, which is r.dkd the © Hindu Div
the 10tk of August, 1931, It apphies to Hindus an
(H jwl (2) Buddhists and (3) Sikhs,  The word
the Taluks Civil Court (Munsiff Court} and, in the <
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suits for dissolution of marrtiage, cnly if the
domiciled in the DBaroda State ar the time
Court is not affected by (1) the residen
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IUIE '!t 4} rriage, (v} the
- the canse of action has arisen ; provid-
ed that (1) when the hushand (2} d wife or (B) so conduc ted himaelf
that the wifé was justified in Hving se p‘—‘tr‘]n—‘}’\’ from and (2) the partics were
dorsiciled in the State till the time of such desertion or conduct and (3) the
hushand thefeafter acquired another demicile, but the wife has continued to by
a resident of the btc.t«,\, the Court has jurisdictic 1 to d1<solw the marriage in o
suit instituted by the wife.

Qyits for diverce are to be heared by the Courts in the presence of
sarors who are to be soraons of the caste and one person from outside the
;:aste, or, il the parties so desire, three persons of'thé caste and rwo parsons

«from outside the cast (J ction £5/1),  The Court i5 to reccrd the opinion of
the jurors on issues of fact and the cpinion ¢ f the majority of the jurors is o
be deemed as the opinion of all (‘*e(,tum 15/3). 1 the Court differs from the
opinion of the jurors, it is not to deliver judgment but to refer the case as
recorded to the Court next higher to it for the settlement of the particular
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issucs in dispute (Section 15/G).  Such higher Court has to deliver judgment
on such issues aiter hearing the parties and to forward it to the referring Court
which pronounces its final judgment and decree accordingly.

A suit may be breught for declaring & marriage to be null and void on
the ground that the defendant was suffering from leprocy or any other loath-
some disease or was totally deaf, dumb, blind, lunatic, idiot or converted to
another religion and the fact was concenled from the plaintiff or his or her
guardian and was not ratified after koowing it.  When o marriage brought
about by force or fraud or within the prohibited degrees is annulled, the
children begotten before the decree are to be considered legitimate and are to
enjoy the right of inheritance (Section 19

A husband or wife may, instead of presenting a suit for dissolution of
marriage, present a suit for judicial separation on any one or more of the
following grounds in addition to those provided in sub-scction 1 of Section 9:
(1) that the wife or husband suffers from leprosy or such other loathsome
diseasc; (2) that the parties have ceased to co-habit as husband and wife for
more than three vears on account of incompatibility of temperament; (3) that
onc of them has hLecomwe a lunatic alter marriage and no hopes of reccvery
exist ; or (4) has married a second wifz in the life-time of his wife or her
hushand (Scction 22), A wife may, instead of presenting a suit for judicial
separation, prescnt o suit for separate residence on one or more of the above
grounds,

The Baroda Divorce Act baving come into force only recently, it is too
carly to determine its effcets upon Hindu seciety.  \While on the one hand the
reformers have hailed it as a blessing, the orthodox look upon it as a misfor-
tune, sure to ruin the peace and happiness of Hindu homes. But their fears
are groundless. It is not likely that suits will be filed for divorce or separation
without proper grounds. In the communities in which divorce is allowed, such
as Mussalmans, Parsis and Christians, divorees are asked for only when all the
private cfforts for change to better life have failed. Even in case of the Hindu
lower castes, among whom diverce is allowed, it is sought only when absolu-
tcly ncecssary.

The Act has been hailed with joy and satisfaction by Hindu women
1ot ealy within the Dareda Stats but cutside it also.  Meetings have been held
in Baroda, Navsari, Ahmedabad and other places to thank the Maharaja
Gackwad for the bold step he has taken in passing it. ‘

—NEW [}NDIA,
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The Raja Bahadur Again

On the 13th September 1913, the progressive members of the
Legislative Assembly should have really felt highly uncomfortable.
They had to persuade the Government to yield to Mahatmaji's
call to save Hinduism and also to witness the sad spectacle of some
members of the House trying to whittle away the measure passed
by the house only two years ago to save Hinduism from degenerat-

ing. A bill to amend the Sarda Act so as to exempt the Brahmins-
from its operation was moved in. the Assembly that day.

Surely, the atmospherein the House must have been tense with

- anxiety that day for the life of the Mahatma and the future of the
countrv, ‘For as Mr. C. S. Ranga lIyer said, “ Who lives if the

Meahatma dies and who dies if the Mahatma lives 7" We are surpris-

~ed that the situation should have worked sirangely on the mind of

onc opponent of the Sarda Act.  Our esteemed fricnd Rajah Bahadur
Krishnamachariar seems to have been keen on out-Gbandying
Ghandiji himself. e hurled « threat at the Government, He said
he would go on hunger strike if the Sarda Act was not repealed.
We are not so callous as to to be unconcerned about the life of the
Rajah Bahadur in case he should translate his tnreat into’ action.
But we-do hope the Rajah Bahadur will realise the unwisdom of his
thrcat.  May we also point out to him that the Sarda Act has becn
in force for over two years 7 Did he expect all this time that the
Act would not be enforced or did he believe in the possibilities of
circumventing the Act? :

We wonder what the Government thinks about the Rajah
Bahadur’s threat. It is a challenge to Governmental authority,
The Government has often said that it will never permit any
movement designed to set at nought its power. The mentality
of hunger strike does imply direct action to protest against Govern-
ment's measures. We think it was ungenerous of Mr. Haig to have
left the problem of this new menace to law and order to the future
Indian Government. We wish the British Government to clear the
Country of the now threateniug direct action of the orthodox Hindus.

We do not by any means deprecate the Government attitude in
this matter, We are grateful to Mr. Haig for opposing the amend-
ment. We agree with him the situation in the country since the
passing of the Sarda Act has not changed to warrant the passing
of the proposed amendment, : : B
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The other objections against the Act raised on the floor of the

house during the course of this debate need not be examined here in |

detail. Shastras ¥ Well, as one member said, they support early
marriage and also do not sanction it. Religious neutrality of ‘the
British Government? True, the British Government promised not

to intercfere in religious matters, but they did not mean to fetter the !
rights of Indians to pass social ameliorative measures. The Sarda
Act was passed by an overwhelming number of elected Indian
members, and it is unchivalrous to charge the British Government
as having broken its pleages. Children are the nation’s trust and !

the nation has a right to protect them from practices which prevent
their free growth. Thc Sarda Act is the Nation’s will. Let those

who oppose, remember, that while there is room for disagreement in

the matter, they will make the future Governmicent of the country -

impossible by opposition like this.
G. VISALAKSHI.

Eradication of Untouchability
* WOMEN INDIAN ASSOCIATION'S APPEAL

This is a God-given opportunity for us all to break down the
_centuries old superstition and to strengthen and unify Hindu Society.
The greatest son of India is undergoing fast and penance to save
Hinduism and the Hindu Socicty from the disruptive forces that are
threatening it on all sides to kecp it divided and weak for ever. The
remedy has to be applied quick before it is too late. Due partly to
ignorance of the world conditions and partly to the wrong interpre-
tation of the religious texts, caste-Hindus, have been denying their
brethren, their co-religionists—the so-called depressed classes—even
the elementary human rights and made them ‘Unapproachahles’ and
‘Untouchables.’” Both the suppressed and the suppressors have been
the victims of a wrong system blindly followed for ages. Indian
reformers having realised the heinous crime of such a practice
have been working for over 100 years to remove the caste disabilities
and the blot of untouchability. The first reformer was the great
Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the founder of the Brahmo Samajand the
father of modern India: and later on appeared Swami Dayanand, the
founder of the Arya Samaj. Both these creeds, representing the

* This Appeal was issued and broadcasted on Sept. 22, i
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essence of Hinduism, have brought abont a thorough change in out-
look and practice among a section of the THindus and have also
influenced the other Hindus, especially in the north with the pood
result that in the Punjab, untoachability has almost disappeared and
in U,P,, Bengal and Bihar their number is muoch less than in the
Madras Presidency.

FREEDOM FROM THE IMPURE
Now Mahatma Gandhi has appeared to save Hinduism by
freeing it from all impurities. He has by his severe penance aroused
the conscience of Hindu India to the urgent need of freeing the

- untouchables from all the disabilities that they have been subject to

for ages. It is very deplorable indeed and it fills our hearts with
great sorrow that while Calcutta, Delhi, Lucknow, Allahabad,
L.abore, Ahmedabad, Nagpur, Bombay, Bangalore have thrown open
their temples to the so-called ‘Untouchables’ and have allowed them
to bathe in the same tank and have embraced them as their brethren
on this momentous occasion, MMadras is still in the - back-ground and
is hesitating to follow their pood example. In a province where
Ramanuja lived and preached, in a place that gave birth to the great
*Avvai and Tiruvalluvar’ supposed to be the children of an untouch-
able mother and where the depressed class saint—Nandan—Iived
and died, the response to Gandbiji’s call for the removal of 'the blot
of Untouchability’ is very poor. Can’t we make use of this sacred
wccasion to {ree ourselves from the superstitious practices, :azztozé‘ss}
and conventions of ages?

Gandhij’s life is in the balance, the life of one whom the
whole world honours, {even Dndin is respected in the outside world
Liecause it has produced a Gandhbi) whom millions In Indin admire,
worship and follow.  Therefere rise to the occasion to prevent the

greatest son of India fasting unto death and throw open the temples,

tanks, wells, schools and thus give a prictical demonstration of your
great love for Gandhiji and tor the just cause of the Untouchables,

“If the Hindu mass mind is not not yet prepared to banish
antouchability root and Dbranch, it must sacriflice me
without the slightest hesitation.”

(Sd.y M. K. Gaxpur,
Will Madras still lag behind ?
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W, L. A% Interview with C:ty Tempie, Trusizees

We have made out from our conversation with the trusteef«‘ of
the smaller temples in the city that these are looking to the larger
and richer t (‘mplm such as the Parthasarathi Icnxpl@ I‘rxpht.ane,
and Iapaleeswarar Temple, Mylapore to give a lead in this vital

question of temple-entry. - One of the trus stees of the Kapaleeswar- .
Temple, when interviewed expressed his full sympathy with the
movement but referred us to the Temple Board and the President,

of the committee, Dewan Bahadur T. R. Ramchandra Aiyar, who

informed us that the decision in this matter depended entirely upon,
the opinion of the majority of the wor sh;ppo who resorted to the,

temples and that the fishermen -worshippers of the Kapaleeswar
Temple was opposed to the entry of Adi-Dravidas into the temple.

We had to tell him that we were also worshippers and that we '

wanted the temple to be opened for the worship of the depressed

classes, Then he told us that the full power in the administration -

of the tamples rested only with the trustees, who on their side followed
the custornary laws and if they did anything against custom, even

the Court would give a verdict ’tgfnm! them. Then we on our part
told him that none could decide at that moment whother the majo-

rity of the worshippers were {or the reform or not, uriless they were

test‘*d by courageous nction on the part of the flm"lﬂ authotities
themselves,  Further we added that in no country of the world, in
tne matter of social or religious rnf)rm, the ordinary pno;:ln toak

the initiative. 1t was only « lew leaders and reforme rs, namely the

thinking section of the utucns, feeling the need for reform, agitated
for it and carried it out. From our conversation, we Jinfe.‘:cd that
some of the trustees of the Iapaleeswar Temple individually are not
opposed to the tunra,euenaw but only they fcar the mob opinion.
We wish to mzzhe this point also clear to the public that even Dewan
Bahadur 1. R. Ramachandra Adyar did net say that the tomple-
entry of the Adi-Dravidas was opposed to the Hindu religion.  He
m:]v advised us to be patient and said that the reform should come
slowly. . We. made it clear to him that reformers had waited too
long and any more delay in the matter would be disastrous to the
Hindu community ' o T

) We g gave Dewan Tahadur T. R, Ramachandra Aiyar a copy
of the resolutions which he promised to place before the Board for
their consxdvr.ttxon. We left him after thanking him for his kindness,

Havmg‘heard‘ that there was a Vaishnava Temple in Myla.
pore by the side of the Kapalecswar Temple and that it was being
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,,manwf:ﬁ. by a f>mm1ttf= of r‘nh;jhtew:e:- gentlemen, we interviewed

4 few of the members of the committee also. One of these s a
retired head-master of the Wesleyan Mission High School. He
acccptul our resolutions and told us that when the question went up
to the committee he would give uh vote in favour of {cmpie entry

" for the Adi-Dravidas, but expressed his fear that priests might decline

to perform pujn.  We assured him that there were many educated
young men of all communities who were unemployed and who were
ready to take up that work.

INTERVIEW WITH MK, V. V. SRINIVASA JYENGAR

We saw Mr. V. V. Srinivasa Iyengar at his residence and told
hirn the object of our visit to him, He said that it was }ns personal
oninion that there was divinity in every human being and that places
of worship should be common to all. But certain Agamas and
Smirthis guide the trustces and the management of the tr'mph—‘s and
their administration. . We had to tell him that the rule might have
suited certain conditions but was not suitable to the modern time.
Also we told him that there could not bLea truer Hindu than
Gandhiji, Tagore, Malaviya and surcly they were all well versed
with our m,rtptu‘e s and at this very critical moment in Indian history
the whole of Hindu India shovld fufwnr their lead and act accordingly.
Fuarther we added, that Hindus in f‘tlﬁ.. sarts of India had felt the
need of the times and thrown open ihe temples in their cities and
towns to the Adi-Dravidas. He listened to us and pronu%d that he
would place thp matler before the committee w mch was to meet the
very next ¢ ay. We retired after requesting him- to give his support
for the much needed reform, -

We hope that the gentlemen whom we have interviewed so
far. will act promptly.in this matter and will avail themselves of the
prasent great occasion to biot out nntmx,n._thxhtv fu)rﬁ ITindu socicty,

”

: Pl # N\ * kK - ’
# Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women Bill’
in Benygal
OIECTS OF THE BILL

The object of the Bili is to up_jl the Caleutia Suppression of Tintnoral
Traific Act, 1 )35. and also Lo repe al coviain zections of the Fe lice Acts and the
mm“ o Aci, 1922, and to p]”;[h“’\ﬂn‘(uk aled Jegislation for the whole
¢ autborities suc h powers as will ma serially aid
lised viee, snd will lead lo the grodual

Boenwead €
of E»cng‘;l witch will give to
thzm i checking the evil of commere ia.
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SUPPRESSION ACTIVITIES IN MADRAS

suppression of brothels and imrooral traffic, The means suggestad in the
present Bill ares .
() to amend the present laws with regard to the power of the Police
to order the discontnnance nf any place used as a brothel or for carrying on
the business of a prostitute. :

M to strengthen the hands of the anthorities in regard to taking

charge of minor girls in brothels or places used for carrying on the business
of a prostitute.

(v) to empower land-lords, etc., to get rid of objectionable tenants and
to hokl them responsible in certain cases.
o provide penalts
(1} for any person who | keeps a brothdd or permit: the use of any
place us & brothel for mrxj, 1z on the business of & prostite

e
o
3

(0 for procurers, pimpﬁ, persons fiving ou the carnings of
prostitutes, or such persons oz traffic in prostitution, - ‘

{111} for golicitusion in o pzzbiic place,

) (iv) for cunsing ov encouraging or abeliing seduction or prosti-
pution of minor girls, : :
(v} {or dc.;rnnirg mIner wo men, gitls or hoys in aay p; ace where
prostitution or business of » prostiture is carried on,
(63 to pravide le for the dezportalion of persons of Turepean
extraction copvigied of ez undnr the Act, :
f '3 te provide suitabile custody of girls rc mnm,d from brothels, etc.,
by Juvenile Courts.

Immoral Traffic Suppression Activities in Madras

The follfming is the report of the sub-committee of the Madras nylhnce

= Association for the Enforcement of the Immoral Trathe Act

The sub-commiitee mct regularly every week with a sing gle break up to
August 20, 1932, The commitiee feels that a definite stage lns been reached
in the enforcement of the Act. There have been about cight prosecutions, six
cascs having ended in conviction and two cases pending.  One hundred and
twenty-one L"m“ n brothel-houses have been closed. The commiitee thinks
that the result is very encouraging.

There are reasons to believe that the list contains only a fraction of the
total number of houses. These have to be discovered. There is also great
ditficulty in getting brothel inmates to agrec to be trained in industrial homes.
Another source of dissatisfaction is the p*lucn‘.y of Indian lady workers. At
the request of the sub-committee an appeal has been made by the Rt. Rev. the
Bishop of Madras for werkers and it is expected that this will have some
effect.
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Resoluiions adopled at the commitice meeting of the Women's
Indian Association, held on 25th August, 1932 at Paniheon Gardens,
Egmore. .
The Women's Indian Association strongly protests against
the Premier’s Communal Award, for the following reasons:

1. “The Communal Award is in direct opposition to the
considered decisions of all the women's organisations in the country
and the evidence of the women witnesses one and all, before the
Loothian Committee.”

2. “The system of separate and communal electorates is by
its very nature not conducive to the promotion of peace and amity
among the greater and the smaller communities and to the growth
of national unity and solidity, but it is bound [urther to divide the

arious communities and creeds and accentuate the already existing
differences amongst them.”

3. “The Committee deeply regrets that the system of com-
munal electorates should be {orced upon the women of this country
against their expressed desire to the contrary, as the introduction of
the communal element amony the ranks of Indian women who have
ti]l now stood united will frustrate all hopes for building up a
united and nationalistic India”

4. “Therefore, the Committec adheres to the principles em-
bodied in the Jomt memorandum submitted to the R.T. C. by the
All India Women's orgmmxatiun viz., adult suflfrage, jeint electo-
rates and no reservation.” '

The following resolutions were unanimeusly passed at the
commitice mecting of the Women's Indian Asscciation, lzcid on
17—9-—-22 ai Pamlwon Gardens Lgmore.

I. Womsan's Indian Associaticn calls upon :

(@) all Hindus to remove the social disabilitics of the
Depressed classes and throw open to them temples, wells, tanks,
roads, schools cte.

(6) to hold conferences and meetings in the districts and
villages to educate the caste-Hindus in the villages on the sin of
untouchability and on its immediatce eradication from our society.
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(¢) calls upon Government and the Secretary of State to
refease Gandhiji and other leaders that they might vse their influ-
ence upon the public to achieve the above objects.

y e

1. Wamen's Indian. Associntion appeals to the Inz}ian
nation to concentrate all their efforts to prevent Gandhiji going into
“a fast on the 20th instant, ‘ o S

ITT. 1t prays to Gandhiji not to geo inte a fast nt Lthe present
moment but use his great and spiritual power for the redemption of
the Indian Nation. ' L
, 1V, Women's Indian Association urges all women ;1‘;30-::1’;1,
tions and branches in the couatry io un{k:rt:tkp immediately o
programume of public propagandi for ahvc eradication of untoucha-
bility from our midst. y ,

INDIAN LEAGUE DELEGATION'S ViSIT T HEADQUARTEKS

. The members of the India Leagne who are touring through-
out India to find aut the real political situation were pood enough to

yisit the Women's Indian Association Headquarters and interviewad

the members of the Association. Miss Wiitkinson of the India

Leacue delivered an inspiring address to the members an  August .

27th. She spoke of the object of her visit to Inchin and paid a tribute
" to the kindness and hospitality of the indian people, She szggi that
che would on her return to England, acquaint the British public with
the real condition prevailing in India and she would convey the
message of love and goodwill from the women of India to the women
‘of England. Dr. (Mrs) Mathulakshmi Reddi thanked -the members
‘of the League for their kbowr and Jove aml ‘s;nsi ‘that it s
“poad men fike Bertrand Kussell, Prof, Lasky and Itev. Andrews that
would save Britain from the impending disaster. , ,

‘W()MEN% INDIAN ASSOCIATION'S PROCESSION AND A PUBLIC
CMEETING FOR TUE REMOVAL OF UNTOUCHADILITY AY
THE PARTHASARATRY TEMPLL, TXf’._H*‘LlCAN%E, MADRAS
Tre Women's Indian Association organised a procession of

Adi-Dravida girls and caste Hindu women, which, starting from
T, P. Koil Street, went round the four strects of the temple and

finally held a public meeting at the temple gate. Severad S:,xfiies y
adelressed the meeting on the evils of untouchability.- Dr. (Mrs)

Muthulakshni Reddi presided.

N ' | ’ - 679

STRI.DHARMA

Many caste Hindus who were worshipgers and who were
going to or from the temple joined ‘the procession, There was
perfect order and quiet, . The Women’s Indian Association’s appeal,
printed in the vernacular was distributed among the public and was
very much. appreciated.  The procession terminated in front of the
temple gate and several ladies addressed the meeting, .

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi, the president of the meeting,
addressed the gathering., She explained the purpase of Gandhin's
fast and pointed out that if the caste-Hindus did not eradicate the
untonchability evi), there would not-be unity among the Hinda
cormmunity.  Unless there is unity nmoeng them, they would not be
able to promaote the progress and development of their community
in the : SRR

Miss Visalakshi Ammal, Mys. Ramaswamy Sivag, dad Sn
Bhagirathi Ammal next spoke pointing out that Candhiji was doing
his best to save Hinduism by freclug it from all impurities. By lus
severg penance he was rousing the conscience of the Mindu com-
wunity to the urgent need of {recing  thejr * Untouchable ' brethren
from all their disabilities. [t was the duty of the Hindus 1o help
Gandhiji in this noble work of refarm. [t was goite wrong to shut

‘the doors of the temples against eommon worship by all slasses of -

Hindus, In Northern India, temple after temple was being thrown
open to all classes. Madras wdso shonld rise to the occasion and
thrawa wide open the House of God, who did not recognjse caste
distinctions. ~ The mecting then terminated. -~ - - e

- {1} The following telegrim was sent by the Women's'
Indian’s Association to {1} Zamorin of Calicut, (2} Maharani of
Travancese, and (3) Mabavajah of Cochin.

% PLEASE OPEN GURUVAYUR SAVE KELLAPPAN'S Livg”

, {1 Women's ladian’s Association’s cable to the Yrime
Minister, Toondon, dated 26-2-32 o

* NOW TUE RESPORSIBILITY FOR GANDHIJ'S LIFE BESTS WITH Y0U.”

e Moo A APt



Untouchability
MEeETING OF Mapras WoMEN
On the 19th a pubhc mectmw oL women was held under the
) ,

wuspices of the \\‘nmpm :um.p

‘
neans bv whic
means by which

A GREAT TRIAL

" ]

Dr. Mrs. Muthulakshmi Reddi presided over the meeting and
spoke as follows: . '

We are on a great trial. Never before has Iinds %mt ty
heen faced with such a crisis as at the oresent moment.  The greatest
of Indians is going to pay with his life for the folly and sin of his
country people.  You adl know that (}1 wdhiji, im.n the time he took
to public work, has been devoting himself to the removal of the
curse of * Untouchability ” {rom this land. ch:ry Hindu must hang
his or her head in sh ,my: for *‘hs practice of untouchability prevaii-
ling in our society. Hinduoism, 1”2:;1) interpreted, recogzniscs no
caste. The practice (}f “ U mauch ability 7 goes against the very
spirit of Hmdmsm. T his wrony inter protat;ow of our religion, the
wrong practice of it, has been the chief causé of the downfall of
Hindu empires and Hindu rule in India, Buddha, Kabirdas, Guru
Nanak and Raja Ram Mohan Roy tried to save it in the north,
while in the south the great saint, Ramanuja, did a similar work.
Oswing to the disunion and the divisions in the Hindu society and the
rigidity of caste distinctions, the Hindus have lost their supremacy
and their political power and have become a prey to successive inva-
sions and foreign dominations. Many Hindus have become converts
te other religions. ‘

Ay

It is inhuman and an unrmtuml custom that denies the place

of worship to a certain section of the Hindus. If the temples are

opened to these classcs, then it is perfectly easy for them to claim
other amenities of life. The reform should begin in the cities and
then it will spread fast.into the districts and villages. We must
even to-day take a vow to save Gandhiji—the great man-—from the
impending martyrdom and along with bim, Hinduism. Hindus must
live or die with him., We will ﬁghtz with all our strength to avert
this great calamity that is facing us at the present moment,

N ;1%
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Mrs. Ramasami Sivan Qpea)\mrf next *md that Mahatmaji’s
love towards the depressed classes knew no bounds and that was
why he had decided to sacrifice his life for their sake. It was the
duty_of women to see that Gandhiji did not go to fast. They should
(therefore) take a vow thut they would remove the curse of untouch-
ability. .

"APPEAL TO TEMPLE AUTIHORITIES

Mrs, Ambujam Ammal thought th 5 if Gandhiji gave up his _
{ife, it would bean db._ht“{’ to the whele werld, I they “"mtd to
avert the catastrophe, they should sink all differences ot caste and
colour. In Bombay and other places, temples had been thrown
open for the members-of the d"‘pl‘fES"Jd classee, In the Madras
Presidency also they should do-lik

o
o
o -

Mrs. Ambujam. %unna: then moved the following resclution :
“This meeting strongzly urges t '. managemeant of the several
temples in the city, namely Sri Paatha:._. ithy Temple, Triplicane
b
Ka M:swamr Temn aple Mﬂa sore, Ekambarsswarar lt"ﬂ‘lg‘ii‘ Ganga-.
H P, H Fo i

deswarar Temple, ete,, to throw them open to the so-called depress-
ed classes as in Calcutta, Benares and Detlhs

Mrs, Bhagirathi Ammal, while advocating the entry of the
depressed classes into temples, thought that it would aty present work
as a great hardship on them. The;, “would be persecute d more ruth-
ie':stv than ever by the caste Hindus, They should at first take ul
precantionary measurces against vindictiveness and persecution an
then throw open temples to the depresscd classes,

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi opined that, if the right to enter

temples was conceded, all other minor problcms could be. easily

solved. This was only 'the first step {or getting cquality to them,.
The resolution was carried,

BLOT ON HINDUISM

The Rai of Munagala moved the foilowing resolution :

“ o his mo‘t ing E:;rmders that, f() keeo a certain section of
Hindus as ' U shables ' and to icir entry into the Hindu
temples, is 2 blot on H: z“imsim and L5 vory spirit and

sin against burm.mtv.” . -

Mrs. Indrani Balasubramaniam seconded the resolution,  She
said that it was only the entry into the temple that could produce
a feeling of onencss and remove all inequalities, If Gandhiji
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continued his fast and lost his precious life, it was only the Hindus
that would be held responsible for his death and not the depressed
classes and the Government. '

+ Srimathi Visalakshi Ammal, supporting the resolution, said that
all were equal in the eyes of God In His infinite mercy, He was
kind towards the whole creation. [t was oniy the :c-«um sm of man
that created artificial barriers among human brr" s. If they wanted
to satisfy (xdildul}i they should henceforth translate the ideal into
action and engage the l'!‘.(f};}"tbﬁirS of the depressed classes for domestic
service,

The resolution was carried.
Ihe following resolution was also carried :

i This meeting authorises Dr. (Mrs)) Muthuiakshmi Reddi,

Mrs, Ammu Swaminadh: an, Srimathi Bagirathi Ammal, Mrs. Rama.-

swamy b;‘vsm :tc., 1o interview the temple authoritics for the above
2 H

o I 2
obiect,

PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION
BMrs, Lakshmi David moved the following resolution

*This meeting calls upon the Hindu leaders and Hindu public
to give a practical demonstration of their great love and respect for
Gandmjl and of their great sympathy for the cause of the so-called
“ Untouchables " by bringing about urgent reforms inthe Hindu
secmiy.

wrimathi Visalokshi seconded and the resolution was passed,

SYMPATHY TO MR, KALEPPAN
Miss Kamala Gopala Menon moved the following resolution s
“This meeting records its high appreciation of the work of the

el
Satyagraha volunteers in the Guruvayur Temple eniry campaign,
prays For the health and Iong life of Sy{ Kaleppan who has bee
undergoing a fast for the last three days to get an entry into the
temple and appeals to the templc authorities and Zamorin of
Calicut to throw open the temple and save the precious life of

Sit. Kaleppan, the great patriot and reformer.”

Mrs. K. G. Pandalai seconde »d the resclution and it was
carried,

STRI-DHARMA

SUPPORT TO MR, M. C. RAJA

Mre, Dadabhoy moved the following resolution :

“ This meeting of women, while appreciating the valuable
coniribution of Ix:,_u Bahadur M. C. Raja, the depressed clasg leader,
for the un uty and ¢ the conselidation of th: Hindu Society, calls vpon
all tenders in Tndia to find an & & 4 ?m"‘u for the dleys :
class problem so thar Mabarmaji's H may be saved for India and

i 1"’1\"1

1”
Lu.‘. AN LE 1 -

The m wover said that Mr. M. C. Rajah was the real re-
presentative of a very ldrf_'e: section of the ue; ssed classes. He was
better entitled tospeak on their behalf than any other depressed
,31155 leader. The majority of the people w;:r:;uﬂ joint electorates.

hey should present a united front so that .un Government might
gwe them what they demand. The caste FHindus should not merely
remove social disabilities and then open the te rr‘p es to the depressed
class people, but also their hearts.

The resolution was passed and the meeting terminated.

“1 appeal to my countrymen that they must not delay a
moment cffectively to prove that they are in earnest to eradicate
from their neighbourhood, * Untouchability ' in all its ramifications,
The movement should be universal and linmediate, its expressions
clear and indubitable. Al manner of humiliations and disabilities
from which any class in India suflers should be removed bs, herole
efforts, Whoever zxmong us fails in this time of grave crisis to try
his ntmost to aveit the calamity flacing India, would be held
responsiblie for one of jw hndde st tragedies that eould happen to us
and to the world "o——Dr. Tagore

—~

If the Hindu mass mind .is not yet prepared to banish
untou xchal'iity root and branch, it must sacrifice me without the
slightest hesitation. Do [ not belony to that Hindu section mis
calicd the superior class or caste Hindus who have ground dow
to powder the so-called ' Untouchables'. 1 believe if untouch-
ability is really rooted out of Hinduism, it will not only purge
Hinduism ‘of a terrible blot but its repercussion would be world-
wide. My fight against untouchability is a fight against the impure
in humamty v ML I\ Gandhij ‘
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addition of many new exhibits, were added to the sections w n‘«:ﬁ we

W. 1. A. Branch Reporis

\ MANIPURI

The Fighth Health and Baby Welfare Exhibition was held from Friday,
March 25 to Thursday, March 31, along with the District Exhibition and Fair.

The opening ceremony fur ladics was performmed by Mrs. Mathur wife
of the Listrict Judge, on the afternoon of March 25th when a huge meeting of
ladics was held. Aitc welmmu songs, sung by the members of the T\Idh Ia
Club Mrs, Dharam Narain, Honv “\LCILLU\, read our the repart giving a brief
history and explaining the atms 3 and objecis of the Baby Welfare Exbhibiticn.
Lectures on Child Welfare were then delivered by Mrs, Raghunath Prasad,
Mrs, Shakuntla Agrawal and Lady Doctor Singh. Twao shert plays on Health
and Child Welfare were staged. The exhibition was then de cmrﬁd open by
Mrs, Mathur with appmpxmto remarks.

The District Officer, Khan Bahadur AL Maqcud Ali Khan .yaheb, per-
formed the opening ceremony for gentlemen on the alternoon of the 26th in the
presence of a distinguishad gathering,  The pr ,;.;x.mmu. was as follows 3—

Hindi Kavita ... o Mo Meti Lal Chaturvedsi

Urdu Nazm Thv Lux‘mn Mujib, Farrukhabad

A Message . Chaturbhuj Narain Agrawal
L.ectures I\ul Sahieb Capt. Ram Chandra and

B. Dharam Narain, Advecate
Dialogue ... Mission School Scouts
The District Officer’s speech
- Al then had a walk round the Exhibition

The Heaith and Baby “ elfare Exhibition wos planr
rnuch larger scale than 'in previous years, Varied inf[)ro‘»'&ﬂ&

g vear on a
cluding the
had i ast
vear, Aperl from this, three bi ¢ and important sections were added.  In one
of these were placed models received from Lucknow, showing the causes of
consumption and explaining the precautions which a (,ulhi"upd\' s should take,
In another section were put ’cwo sets of medels sent 10 us by D Mchta, Secre-
tary of King G Thanksgiving {Anti-Tuberculosts}) Fund., One sct
demons :tm‘r(u, in the form of o story, tiu, cguses, prevention and cure of Tuber-
culosis. The other set consisied of two cows, heaithy and tubercle—-and
| s of men illusireting the dmvrs‘"t; Lm is of Tubeicule !

several med :
L3 n eonsisied of & long row of me child wolars,

thi
gltk., 1

- pox, rat and mosquito danger ete.  These we wat:umzd {rom the Materninv aad

Child Welfare Burenn ULE,

Litcerature on heulth and child welfars wiong with the (pr of pro-
;rramme and guide, explaining the purpose of the different sections were freely

distributed.

STRI-DHARMA

The Exhibition was cpen to the geners
March and on le rmm ci ..,vtl],, Zi’th a
23th, Zf.‘&th

i ;}dhm*rnmmt H}gh ek

this vear, of Dn Cnrﬁ nis nz‘azz‘:,
: u Ull”, and 3
Shc stayed here for three days and gz
sctures on Child Weliare.
e Publicity Bureaw sent Dr. AL N,
d Interesting lectures on cholera md

© interesting

5i0m. lib Ldivnn

 with magic lantern slides, on the evenings of 29th and 30th M

On three evenings free cinema shows were gl
men separately : the film screened was ‘ Our worst Lmu

Bebies were judged from 28th, to 30th March Evjy“ ars. Wallaee,
Drocior Singh and Mes, Sullivan under the guid ance ¢ of Dr. Commi
pareats of the children in whom any defects of 1, ear, throst «
detected were warned against m_ﬂh:c?ing defcets,  Babies
into {our groups viz., from 1 fo 6 menths, 6 months to 1 year, lye;.
and from 2 to 3 years. The following four babics w ho were adju igr:d be«f in
their groups were awarded medals. Village babies: were divided in three
general groups, viz, very heslthy, healthy and ordizary. They were given
smali things as souvenlrs. ~It may b2 remarked here that owing Lo very limited
funds at our disposal, we could no spend much on prizes and souvenirs to
babics, with the rcault, that many had to go away disappointed,

Essay and handwriting competitions for school boys and . girls were
organized this year again. The subjccts, for e L,c;av-wutmg were, © Causes of
infant mortality in India, its causes and cure,” and * Care of the baby , for
bovs and girls respectively.,

On the afternoon of March 30, Dr. Commissariat addressed a meetmg
of ladies for the last time, Afterwa rds a short health play was stqged by
the members of Mahila Club.  Prizes where then distributed fo the best ad.
judged babies, and (o girl-students on the rfsult of essay and hand-writing
competitions, ‘ I

Mr. Grant, Commissioner of Agra Division vxsmd the Exhibition on the
afternoon of March 31,

Boy Sccuts again put up a stall inside the compound for the convenience
of ladies. :

As usual Health and Baby Welfare Exhibition was a very useful and

“popular part of the Dis trict Exhibition. A note-worthy feature of this year was

that the city ladies attended the Exbibition in very large numbers almost on all
the days. .. .
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W. L, A, BRANCH REPORTS
NAGPUR

DR, (MRS.) MUTHULAKSHMI REDDI'S VISIT TO NAGPUR

o Dr. (Mrs)) Muthulakshmi Rcr?di addressed a crowded public
meeting of women on the subject of Women's Franchise, she also
interviewed individual members of the Women’s Indian Association
branch at Nagpur and she was glad to Jearn that the branch is very
active and is engaged in very many usef ul and social activities,
a report of which is published below.

It is twelve vears since this “BraAGINI MaNDaL” of ours
has been established. Its meetings are regularly held on every
Saturday. -

There is also a debating society of our Mandal. On the last
week of every 'nontn a dolnte on some interesting problem takes
place. We also arrange through it, for lectures from learned visitors
We also own a small library of 1nturc*stmg and useful books,

" Recently we have also started “SWADESHI STORES".
Here we get everything that is generally needed for household work.
This branch is managed purely by ladies.

The Bhagini Mandal has also established a Slum
Committee and it has rendered surprising services till now. A
branch of the Mandal is also engaged in imparting religious inst-
ruction to the criminals in the jail.

The members of the Mandal are also given a trainingin some
fine and useful arts, such as Nail-drawing, Sewing, Flower-making,
Thre'a,d work, Charka work etc.

The number of the members is about eighty. Our executive
council is held on the last Wednesday of cach month to review its
monthly activities and to arrange future programmes.

It consists of the following members:

1 Mrs. L. Kelkar, President 7 Mrs. L. Parangpe

2 ,, L. Gadgil, Vice President8§ 8 ,, S. Belekar

3 ., V.Behere 9 ,, G.Date

4 ,, L. Gokhale i0 ,, D Deosker, Secretary
5 , 8. Gokhale {General) '

6. , S.Gandhe’ : 11 ,, S. Khara

MRS, DWARAKABAI DEOSRER

Gen. Secretary.
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TRICHINOPOLY

The Ninth Anniversary of the Barathi Sahodhari Sangam,
(Women's Indian Association Branch) Trichinopoly was celebrated
on Monday the 8th August 1932 in the "viunlcmu Public Hall

Trichy.

The anniversary mecting commenced at 5-30 p.m, with Mrs.
Wiffall in the chaie.  An opening song was sung by the association
music class girls and veena was played by three girls, Then the
president detivered her openinyg specch.

Mrs., Kuama Xr, assistant me‘*cra*tvv, read the annﬂml report of
the Association and Mrs. ]031 ph, the hei} in cbwr&;‘u of the Buaby
Welcome read the zepo*‘t of the Enby Welcome, giving a detailed
account of the work and activities of the Association during the past

wenrl,

Then Mrs., Malati Patwardhan delivered the anniversary
address. Mrs, Willul made a shorl closing speech. Mr. Natesa
Mudaliar gave a summary of all the speeches and reports in Tamil.
A vote of thanks was proposed by Dir, Balambal Ammal to the
President, Lecturer and Chairman of the Trichy Munic ipal Council,
A tablean of Mother-India was shown with Bharatha Matha s sOnY
sung by sowe of the members at the close,

The articles worked by the association girls were exhibited in
the hall, The hall was full of guests and many were impressed
much by the activities of the association. :

5. JESUDIOSS
Hon. Secretary

[
&)
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De. (Mrs.) Muthulakshmi Reddi’s Tour

e 'i'.‘izz?:
Dr. uuuaul.ﬂ hmni
Y Franchise”
Benwada,

NI Ly o
Free ™ Librar

idi de an '1ddrv~=s on the subject of
on the- 15th instant when she paid a brief visit to

+

Dealing with the subject of {ranchise particularly in relation

to women, she surveyed the reform movement in India, from the
timgs of Haja Rara Mohan fxoy down to \r‘crnuunmia Pantulu
and said that in India unlike in other countries, men of ws]o‘rll and
insight came forth to fight for the cause of wornen's rights and tmL
in no other country «did women of old enjov the %;:F‘;" wht“ at
position which Indian women did, Ll England, for instance L}u‘
zsuvemi at for women's sufirage took the most violent {orm ul:-;foﬁ;
vornen could d get thy votn while in India ou the other hand the me;
? uld be got *vﬁ:‘loai breaking a single window. But the mcjré: pier
of 1r3,r“‘£u:~a was of little use L0 women, s¢ lony as thév E;ﬂ;oﬁj‘ed
under severe xmnd,l,‘ ps at the hands of men, Women being economi-
cally ,.hpmxuuzf on men and possessing neither money nor education
‘th{: ’m;—_,;n—t ol franchize was of little avatl to them, it men, wga .H:
husbands and fathers, did not educate their wives and da s ::eféwzﬁ
allow themy-more latitude to freely take part in the pu“t_ﬂfr;:}Aié’e:j of (ir;
country. ' : T

1,.4

s

v Jpetpre aade , tpvean | r

he leot !t.’_ :g‘nﬂc a fervent Appeal fop the (,nomn,-n of the
}u, and of t he- {u‘mc: us evils of thd Hindu socie >ty like
‘ sis and pu thlic houses which ww*v a standing menace to
; of socinl Iife and the sanctity of home life. . "Referring to
29 LRl & and i 3 N t) ]
the Sarda. Act she appe aled that a Sarda Committee should be

formed to see m the enfor cement of the Act by bringing pressure

;3; i the people to refrain from child marriage.  She also advocated -

e formation of a Vigilance Association to suppress brothels.

The lecturer expressed herself against the propomlb of the
Lothian Commission and said that Indian women wanted no reser-
vation of seats but would fight their way into the councils’and local
boards. As iaiﬁlg down in the memorandum of the All-India ‘\‘-VL-)ID.G“.I";’S
Conference, Indian women wanted equal opportunities to serve the

country with men, and therefore cvery woman of 21 years and above
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{135 LeFLA T.ORESHWAR DHAT
f the Bombay Univirsity who has

ained o first-elass in Mathematies
ded Tawm's Seholar-

Lip far Mathematies and will sail fov

the has been awar

Sngland noxt week for higher studies
b Cambridge

SR, N. KANNIAMMAL was dorn
in 1875, and jnined the Theosophical
Sopeiety in 109, Siccee then she has
devewd hersell to sceial worlki,  She
is giving moral instroction feo the
waradn conviets in the Central Jail,
Vellore, Sho is the Seerclary, cf the
Women's Tndinn Aszeeiniion, YVellors
pranch. She was nominated as o
membor of the North Arcot Distriet
Doard Council. Now she siands as
a candidate for the women's scat for
the Vellore Waluk o the Distriet
Board Council of Nerth Arcot under

the new election seheme

SRIMATRI K. 8. V. LAESHM
AMBMANRL AMMAT, Zamindarini

Auroengurari, has hecu eleoted on-

t0lg Disrriet Boaed

— e Conrtesy of Lnn

das »member of the Trichino-
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“must have franchise. The Lothian Committee proposals would
perpetuate caste system and therefore the lecturer did not approve
of them,

Finally the lecturer appealed to the audience to liberalise
their wholefattitude towards women. Uy giving them greater opportu-
nities of service and education,

With a vote of thanks, proposed by Mr. D&
B.L., to the lecturer, the meeting dispersed.

r e

. Siva Ram, B,

The Condition and Progress of Women

GUNTUR, AUG. 17

Before a large gathering of ladies and gentlemen, Dr. S.
Muthulakshmi Reddi delivered last night an interesting and instruc-
tive lecture on *The Condition and Progress of Women’ in the Andhra
Christian College Hall. Srimathi V. Padmasani Amma, B.A.,
presided.

The President paid a glowing tribute to the speaker of the
evening for her great services in the cause of women’s progress and
referred to her work as the Deputy President of the Madras Legisla-
tive Council and as President of the Women’s Conference at Lahore,

Thanking them for the cordial welcome accorded to her, Dr.
Muthulakshmi Reddi expressed her gratification at the large attend-
ance of students at the meeting, on whom depended the welfare
of the country.

Speaking about the condition and progress of women,
Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi said that the help and co-operation of men
was necessary for the progress of women, for unless the fathers sent
their children to school and their wives and daughters to women's
meetings, no real advance was possible.  She next referred to child
marriages and the Act to restrain them. She hoped that all those
who had gathered there gave their unstinted support to the Child
Marriage Restraint Act and would put the Act in actual working,
She also referred to the conditions in India such as over-population,
disease and ignorance, iand the need for the services of youngr
men and women.  She then expatiated on the virtves and potentinii-
ties of Brahmacharya both for men and women without which they
could not effectively engage themselves in social service, Tha
speaker then dealt with the economic condition of women. She
sai¢t that the economic position of women under the Christian and
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Mahomedan Laws was much better than that of womsan under
the Hindu Law which required a modification in this respect. She
referied in this connection to the bill of Sri Harbilas Sarda which
sought to confer egual rights of inheritance and succession to
Hindu women,

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi then referred to the Brothels Act in

wlras and the work of the Vigilance Association. She
apritate for extending the Act to the mofussil. - She
sealed for the eradication of the evil of the Duevadasi sysiem which
it was painful to see was associated with their religion.

Concluding, the speaker exhorted the students to work for the

to)
reconstruction of villages during their holidays and to take up the
task of the removal of untouchability, eradication of caste distinc-
tions and other evils which created dis-union and hatred amongst

themselves and seriously hampered their progress.

After the closing remarks of the President and thanksgiving
by Srimathi Unnava Lalkshmibayamma, the meeting terminated.

Kalavanthula Vidya Sangams’ Address

: Dr. &, Muthuiakshmi Reddi was the recipient of an address of
welcome on behall of the Kalavanthulu Vidya Sangam (an association
for the education and the betterment of the members of the Devadasi
community) at a meeting in the Jocal Kanakaratna Hall last even-
ing. A large number of ladies and gentlemen of the Devadasi
community besides others were present. Mr. Nyapathi Hanu-
mantha Rao presided. The address among other things recounted
the great services rendered by Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi to the
Devadasi community and expressed to her their heartfelt thanks and
felicitations. Verses appreciating her great work were also read,

Replying to the address, Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi expressed
her gratification at the Jarge attendance of ladies of the Devadasi
community at the mecting, which was a clear indication of their ear-
nest desire for social uplift.  Referring to the Devadasi system, she
said, when she introduced the bill in the Legislative Council she had
thought that the Devadasi systein was prevalent only in some parts
of Southern India, but it ¢id not take a long time for her to realise
its country-wide prevalence by the number of letters she received
from the various parts of India from members of the affected
community, She exhorted them to lead pure lives and save their
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children from a life of infamy, disease and early death. The
responsibility lay equally on the men of the othber communities for
while the mothers belonged to the Devadasi cormmiinity, the fathers
were drawn from the other communities, and she appealed to them

ro eradicate the evil of prosititution.
Fisl i1 : . e d
With a vote of thanks the meeting terminatod.
Wormanie Tdeal
Women's ldeals

GURTUR, AUG. 18,

‘Before a large congregation of ladies Dr. S. Muthulakshmi
Reddi delivered an address in English on ‘Women's Ideals’ last
evening in the Iadies’ Recreation Club at Tilakpet. Srimathi
V. Padmasaniamma, B.A., translated the speech into Telugu,

e camramsorgreeinir e v

MY VISIT TO VELLORE
On 6th September I visited Vellore, at the invitation of Mrs.
Honeggar and spent two days addressing women's gatherings in her
nice Asram. "I feel so happy to have come into contact with M
Honegzar who is striving her best to become one with India and
work for her sisters in India. She specially asked me to speak to
the women there about the experiences of our social work in Madras,

On the 6th September at 4-30 p.m. there was a Jarge gather-
i been announced that 1 would give a mausic

ing of ladieg, as it had b ‘ ,
performance. Music is a great power to dv=W® people together.
Most of the women were {rom the mofussil parts. T gave them a

talk combined with music, [ explained that the real purpose and
2§

e £
RADS
.

o]

hZh B W

fulfilment of music, was seldess work with that real love that is
bound to bring about the unity of all pcople without distinction of
casy, creed or colour, - -

The next day I spoketo a bigger gathering on the experiences
of ol sium improvement work in Madras, That experience shows
that the greatest need today is to unite India into -2 compact nation.
This can be brought about only if the so-called dupressed people be
lifted to the level of cultured society. And for this, the people who
have had the previlege of higher education, culture. and better
social status should mix with those people intimately. India will
be free only when the socalled higher classes of peaple, each indivi- -
dually will share their intellcct, culture. wealth, strength, and above
all, their heart's love, with their less-fortunate brethern and sisters.
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WOMEN'S IDEALS

A discussion was then invited, Sri. Kanniammal the Secre-
tary of the Local Branch of the W.LA., dectailed the ‘efforts made
and the difficulties experienced in gathering women together and
starting some work, A brisk discussion {ollowed in which many
ladies participated. The prevailing sense of the gathering was, that

i te frequently get together and

s of membors from Head-guarters

they would ail make eflorts :
start work. Similar frequant visit
1t b haind >

would be heipfal.

, A music talle with a discussion following seems best suited to

draw large audiences in the mofussii and to rouse them to action.

Such frequent visit to mofussi] centres scems very necessary and

beneficial.

b

G. VISALAKSHI

Hlon. Assl, Secretury, W.LA.

An Appreciation
‘ DIL-ARAM
' ANACAPRI
ITALY
Aug. 6, 1932
Dear Editor,

I feel I rnust write and tell vou how very much 1 appreciate
Stri Dharma. It is to me just like an open window on to a vast
Korizon across which breaks a transcendant dawn wherein humanity
wili rise to undreamed of heights of blessedness through love and
spiritual Freedom,

I also appreciate greatly its rostraint and the dignity of most
©of its statements. It isa triumph i, from the beginnug, India’s
emancipated womanhood can face bardships and injustices without
fanatical bitterness, vet at the same time, cvince an indomitable
resolution to right their grievances,

My warmest greetings to you and surely the idea which is
incarnate in yoar movement will carry it forward on the tide of
divine power.

Yours in all friendliness,

: ‘ _ MABEL BAWwWNBY.

P.S. 1 have seen a good deal lately of your dear Mrs.
Cousins, and am now expecting her to lunch, when I shall bave much
to learn of all her work in India.

093

Swadesht and Social Reform
’ MRS. MALAT!I PATWARDHAN'S LECTURE AT ELLORE

oS

Under the auspices of the local “ Buy Indian League,” a

largely attended public meeting was held on the 2€th instant at 6

p.m. in the Y. M. H. A, Hall under the presidency of Raja M.
Bhujanga Rao Pantulu, when Mrs, Malati Patwardhan, B.A., deliver-
ed a lecture on * Swadeshi and Social Reform.” Dealing with the
latter first the lecturer said that India was passing throngh critical
times at the present juncture not only politically but also otherwise,
Much of her progress was hampered by blindly following the tradi-
tional customs and manners which were not only not usefulat present
but also harmful and dangerous. Indians were accustomed from
time immemorial to spend large amounts of money for celebrating
religious ceremonies, marriages, etc. That was a huge waste. The
pernicious system of dowries must be given a decent burial. Early
marriages must be putastop to. Widow marriages should be encourag-
ed by every well-wisher of the socicty. Women should be given
equal status, frecdom, education and equal opportunitics to prosper
with men. .

Referring to the Swadeshi, the lecturer said that every male
and female, who wished his or her country’s economic betterment
should take the vow of Swadeshi. The Buy Indian campaign should
be pushed through and through untii it spread to every nook and
corner of the country. India should be economically free before
she obtained her poiitical freedom. Indians should realise that the
only way for the salvation of their mother country lay through self.
reliance and Swadeshi movement. :

The President, in his closing remarks, exhorted the audience
to put in practice what the lecturer had said.

With a vote of thanks proposed by Mr. S. Sitaramayya
Pantulu, Advocate, the meeting came to a close.

. W
ADDRESS TO STUDENTS

The same evening at 4 p.m. Mrs. Malati Patwardhan address.-
ed a meeting of the students held in the Municipal High School when
Mr. K. Appaswami Aiyar, District Educational Officer, presided.
She exhorted the students to foster the spirit of brotherhood among
themselves to encourage the spirit of dignity of labour and to choose
a profession for which they had a real earnest. She advised them not
to marry until they were in a position to maintain their families and
to help the country’s-cause by using only Swadeshi cloth and goods.
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Women the World Over
Women's Representation at the Intermational Labour Conferences

EATRACT FROM A SPEECH BY FRAU BETZY KJELSBERG IN
THE PLENARY SESSION OF THE INTEKNATIONAL LABOUR
CONFERENCE, ON APRIL 23R 1932

“rveene Fhere s a question of great interest for us women,
to which I should like to draw your attention. The director has
often drawn the attention of Governments to the desirability of
sending women as members of delegations, bt there are only a few
countries which really do so. In my double capacity of Vice-
president of the International Council of Women and delegate of
the Norwegian Government, ! would draw your attention to the
fact that Article 389 of the Peace Treaty provides that when questions
specially aflecting women are to be considered by the Conference,
one at least of the advisers shall be a woman. Moreover, Article 7
of the Covenant, paragraph 3, lays down that all positions under, or
in connection with, the League shall be open equally to men and
women. What however, 18 the actual result? Many countries
have never appointed women as members of their delegations, in
spite of the fact that questions of the most vital importance to women
have been on the Agenda. Countries which formerly had women in
their delegations now refer to financial difficulties. When sacri-
fices are to be made, women are always the first victims.

I appeal as warmly as I can to all the delegates to give very
serions consideration to the request of women for more adequate
representation at the Conference. The interests of the great work
for peace betwecn the nations cannot but gain by the collaboration
of women. Women represent the mothers and in a family the father
and mother must co-operate if good results are to be obtained. 1
should also like to appeal to the Governing Body to consider this
question. .

In conclusion, I wish to thank the Director for his tireless
work in that respect for so many years.”

% While 27 wornen represented 17 countries at last year's Labour Con-
ference, there were only 16 women members of delegations representing 12
countriey this year.
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STRI-DHARMA

Waorld’s Women Welcome Hoover Proposals
Representing 45 million women in 50 countries the Woren'’s

Disarmament Committec enthusiastically welcomes the concrete and
far reaching proposals submitted by the United States and supported
by Italy in a burst of spontaneous applause. We are deeply grate-
ful for this stimulus to the Disarmament Conference.  Wa urge

1 . e s SN U S ey e L Ly . .
that these proposals be given immediate public discussion,

Without relereunce to details, we approve plan in it3 broad
I b S
the proposal for the redn
i

outlines, specifically the | ction of ail national
armaments by approximately one-third and we urge its acceptance
in principle upon all other delegations as a foundation upon which
an eflective treaty can be built, providing for the abolition of
aEEressive arms. 3

_ Furthermore we believe that this magnificent step towards g
satisfactory Disarmament Convention must include provisions for
budgetary limitation, for control of the manufacture of and trafie in
arms and for a permanent Disarmament Commission with adequate
authority., We believe such disarmament to be an essential element
in cffective collective action for the organisation of world peace. As
women we plead not only for ourselves, but for the race,

Appeal for Funds

We have been asked again to appeal to our readers to make a
continuance of this remarkable work possible by contributing to the
funds of the Women's Disarmament Committee. Unless contribu-
tions come in, the work may have to stop and this, the greatest
collective effort ever made by women, will fail of complete
fulfilment, ~

Contributions however small—or however large—may be
sent to the Editor of the International Women's News, 190 Vauxhall
Bridge Road, London, S. W. 1., for transmission to Geneva,

—THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S NEWS.

Women's Success in Research Work

The Nottingham Journal and Express states that forceful
opinions on the position of women in the world of chemical science
were given to its representative by one of the women delegates—a
scientist—to the fifty-first annual congress of the Society of Chemical
Industry recently held in Nottingham.
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WOMEN THE WORLD OVER

“ At present,” she said, * thereis a tendency to regard women
as merely fit for hack work. But in every branch of science women
are proving every day that for certain tasks a woman’s capacity
for concentration, her patience,, and her much-maligned feminine
intuition fit her to carry out the intense detailed work which is
necessary for successful research, It is in the realms of bio-
chemistry (the science which concerns living organisms) that these
feminine qualities giver her an advantage over her male rivals,

“ What chances women really have in the field of science are
shown by the achievements of such of my sex as Dr., Katherine
Coward, who is in charge of the Vitamin dvp&xtmont of the Pharma-
ceutical Society’s ﬂvoratorles, and Dr. Harriet Chick, head of the
nutritional laborateries, at the Lister Institute, who attained fame
after the war for her research work among the starving populace of
;Xustriu and Hungary, investigating the nutritional values of certain
oods,” :

Petition on the Mationality of Married Women

1

The following petition has heen addressed by the Nationality
of Married Women Pass the Bill Commitize to thﬁ Conference of
the British and Dominion Govermmments of the British Commonwenith
of Nations at Ottawa, \,‘,.,rma, July 193Z2; [t has been signed by 120
societies 1o the {United mn;{cﬁ ym, Canada, Australin, New :’f(;c,]xf'l?d,
South Africa, the Irish Free State and ithe British Crown Colonies
and represents their unanimous opinion:

The petition of organisations within the Drtish Common-
wealth of Nations sheweth:

1, That at the Assembly of the League of Nations held in
- (veneva in September, 1931, in the face of the foriy-eight States
there represented, the British Government through its delegate, Dame
Edith Lytteiton, rnade the following declaration of policy on the

nationality of married women ;

“ The British Government considers that it is right that all
disabilities of married women in matters of nationality should be
removed and that in so far as nationality is concerned a married
woman should be in the same position as a man, married or un-
married or any single woman.”

2. That the above declared policy is right and just,
3. That the present laws within the British Commonwealth of
Nations are not in accordance with this policy of justice, inasmuch
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48 under them a married woman is classed with minors and lunatics

“as under a disability : she is denied the right to her own independent

nationality since in peneral her nationality is made to depend on
that of her husband.

4. That it is desirable that the Laws of Nationality in the
British Commonwealth of Nations should be brought into line with
this policy of justice.

Your petitioners therefore pray that the British and Dominion
Governments shall come to an agreement to adopt this policy of
justice and to recommend to these Governments to introduce into
their respective legislatures and to pass into luw measures to give
effect to this pohcv of justice so that throughout the British Common-

wealth of Nations a woman—married or unmarried—shall have the

same right as a man to enjoy independent nationality in her own
person and the same right as a man to retain or change her
nationality.

—THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S NEWS

“ When you're criticising others
And finding here and there
A fault or two to speak of,
Or o weakness you can tear ;
When you're blaming somecne’s meanness
Or accusing some of pelf ;
It’s time that you went cut
To take a walk arcund voursclf.

There’s a lot of human failures In this hfe iz ofien noeded
In the average of us all, This balancing of scales ;

Ard lots of prave shortcomings This sceing how rouch 1 us wins
In the short oncs and the talls And izm‘. much in us failg;

But bofore you Judeu ’mu*hcr,
But when we think of all the ev zls Tust h‘ B on the shelf,

Men shoald lay apon the shelves, And adapt the splendid plan

It's time we all went out To take a walk around yourself,

To take a walk zround ourscives. . N -~
: - Tue INnpiax LABOUR REviEw.
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HENRY'S
OMUM-CARPOOR
gives immediate relief in
all functional troubles
peculiar to women
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