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OBJECTIVE TESTS
Their Preparation and their Value.

By Mr. A, S. Venkataraman, B.A., L.T.

- —

.t ..asiftg incident is related by Mr. Ballard in his “New
Examiner’’ - - hich a professor had to face the risk of failing
‘in his own examination. A panel of six professors of history
worked together to mar'- a paper.  The failng line or pass mark
was 60 on a s2ale of 100 and cases below the line were sent
round bv a reader to his collesgues for proper valuation and jus-
tice. One reader troubled with an exacting conscience wrote
out for his own guidance what he regarded as a model set of
answers. Now by a curious mis-chance, this model paper got
mixed up with the border line papers for comsideration by the
colleagnes. Being treated as a bomna fide paper, the model paper,
was evaluated from 40 to 80 and the professor very nearly failed
in his own examination.

IfAcTORS IN VALUATION: Apart from its amusing charac-
ter, the inc’dent really throws a flood of light on the serious situa-
tion in our examination system. It will be readily admitted
that the scale of values is imperfect, subject to variations and un-
satisfactery in many respects. While character can not be
measured by examinations, capacity is only imperfectly tested
and difficulties in valuation can by no means be avoided. Stan-
dards of judgment vary from school to school and from exami-
nation to examination. An element of bias there always is; per-
haps it is unconscious. ‘When the same answer is examined by

& same examiner but on two different occasions ‘without his
eing told that he has valned it before, the standard is variable.
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figiflt to state precisely whether bias or fatigue is

# for this variation in standard. 'The qualifying
ood, fair, bad are only relative and there are
“inequalities in the evaluation of several answers. The
commonest form which the answer takes is the essay type
and it is assessed djfferently.

ADVERSE RESULTs: The state of affairs is appalling. Ap-
petite grows by what it feeds on and the chaos grows by what it
feeds on in the disorganised system. Is there any wonder that the
pupils dread the examination and that they and the teachers
view it with alarm®  Teaching often degenerates into coaching
and learning into cramming. The possible adverse results prove
& nightmare to the teachers and the taught and the inspirational’
subjects like poetry and history receive a death blow.

MEASUREMENT: This is essentially an age of measure-
rment. We need only mention the pames of Einstein, Edison
and t0 note how even subtle things can be made susceptible of
measurement and evaluation.  Prof. Thorndike has attempted a
measurernent of character and the inental tests of Binet have
been created to measure intelligence. '

Owrective TEsTs:  Systematic efforts have been made to
minimise and if possible to eliminate the subjective element in
evaluation. In the old -examination (and it still continues)
the examiner makes a fool of himself and diligent is the search
for “fool proof” tests. At present, of all subjects, it is only
Mathematics that lends itself to any form of objective measure-
ment. But here too the result is in-accurate. Tbe test is objec-

‘tive But also unjust. We often see how in a Sessions Court, a
criminal is either hanged or acquitted and in the same manner,
a pupil in a paper on Mathematics either gets a perfect Zero or
the full value of the paper. Now this rigour is sought to be
lessened by the substitution of a large number of small questions
in place of a small number of questions involving long answers.

Orp TyrE & NEW TYPE TESTS: There are fundamental dif-
ferences between the new (objective) type and the old type tests.
In the old type, the construction of sentences and paragraphs is
carefully looked into and every answer requires to be written in

OBJECTIVE TESTS 247

the form of short essays. Problems have to be solved. HFive to
twenby questions are included in the question paper. The ans-
wer paper is a separate book by itself. While it is not difficult
to prepare the test, the scoring is not simple. In the new type
the examination becomes pleasurable occupation for the examinees,
and of very few things can it be said. It is strange to hear of
an examination affording pleasure and vet this is what the new
type does. It seeks to attempt a revolution in a world where
hitherto revolutions were few and far between. The very ques-
tion paper is the answer paper. The pupil has to underline a
word here, check-mark a few words there and employ a few signs
to indicate his agreement or dis-agreement with the answers sug-
gested in the question-paper itself. The questions range from 50
to 200 and the wonder arises from the fact that while the questio::
paper is difficult to prepare, the answers are easier than in the
old type and the scoring is simpler. The pupil feels happy and
the teacher too is equally happy while the test itself is fool-proof,
knave-proof, more scientific and more reliable.

FORMS OF TESTS.

According to Paterson, there are dozen diffefent forms,
the main line of division being the recognition type.and the recall
tvpe. They are as under:— <$

1. One-—-word—answer recall type
2. Completion form of recall type H (p
3. True—false form of recognition tyvpe o ’)
4. Multiple—Choice—Multiple— \
answer form of recognition type.
5. Multiple—Choice—Single answers form of recognition

tvpe.
6. Pairing or matching terms in parallel columns,
Ranking termns in some required order-.
8. Analogy type.

GENERAL POINTS FOR GUIDANCE.

Any care and attention bestowed on the preparation of the
new tests cannot be too great. It would seem that in the old
type, the questions can be got ready at a moment’s notice and

- RPN
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in fact the process is not difficalt. But in the new type testing
and teaching go together and unless one has been or is a
-teacher he cannot be an examiner as well. Tt is quite impor-
tant tl}&t we should find what is to be tested and see that
alone is tested. One thing alone need be tested in' one item
e. g. Milk is white.  This can be made either a factual test ora
language test by the omission of ‘white’ or 4is’. The directions
accompanying each test require clearness, precision and freedom
from ambiguity of any kind. The form of the test too has to be
80 arranged as to'make the correction easy.

TRUE—FALSE TYPE.

fI‘h(? Peacher has to go over the subject-matter and write

down significant statements. 1f only this test is given, 20 to 40
1tern's are sufficient. The statements have to bebdeﬁnibe, and
unified and complete. They should be either unequivocally
true or unequivocally false. TIn order to secure this, the form
of each statement should be positive, though the meaning may
of.ten be negative. With a little practice, the test is prepared
w'xth ease. To avoid ambiguity, compound sentences have to be
dfscounbed; - There is also a danger of the test becoming mecha-
mqal or stereo-typed in character and some precautions appear
quite essential. There need be no system for arranging the order
of statements, either as to material or the succession of true
false statements. Verbatim statements from any text-book are
taboo because they encourage rote memorv and when they are
torn from the context, the truth of the étatement is aff;ected.
C,a,.re has to be taken to see that the statment is so couched that
it is not free from doubts to those who do not know the facts.
This type is the easiest to prepare and is adapted to courses
where knowledge other than skill is to be tested. As a test of
reasoning it commands a rare in Geog ; ] ’
History and Social Sciences. redue In Geography, Baychology
(To be concluded.)

SCOUTING AS A SOCIAL UNIT.

By Mr. N. MAHADEVA AYYAR, MA., LT, D. Econ.

Tur Boy Scout Movement conceived ag a business propo-
sition yielding profits in the form of character, intelligence as
well as strong physique to the young men of thecommunity, has
a larger claim to lead the trail of civilisation than the present
system of general education which has got into a narrow groove
of literary research or scholarship. The rapid growth of the move-
ment in recent years, is an index to indicate the great power of
the Boy Scout to remove the glaring banes of our schools in
which no direct guidance to the acquisition of the art of'citizen-
ship, iz offered. Yet in some respects the movement is still new
in the hands of the local community and stands in need of much
propaganda, to enable the people to realise the immense. possi-
bilities of cultural development that exist in the natural atmo-
sphere of the camp and the wild wood. In several cities the

-scouteraft is an external or ephemeral hobby of the school mas-

ter, who is often obliged to take it up half-heartedly as a scape-
goat to idleness. But the responsibility of watching the young-
er generation growing up under the aegis of sun and shade, of
pleasures and privations, is a problem requiring greater vigilence
on the part of the elder members of the community.

Fvery sound system of boy-training must be based on
the fundamental principles of life and be provided with rich op-
portunities of learning the life-craft itself directly, rather than
make a mockixh attempt to prepare for life within the cloister.
Tn this vespect the educational atmosphere of the Home is
very important in the life of the young student. Tt is pleasant
and sweet with the affectionate yet domineering matron who
shapes the foundation for the erection of a great edifice. The
Venerable Mother who stamps the coin of character and moulds
the intellect through her noble environment has been very much
responsible for the best intellect in the country rather than the
Public school system which aims at mass production of citizens.
Yet the mother of great men had been quite happy to dwell in
the modest roof and live to fill the air with pleasant perfunmes
and have been ready to pass nnnoticed by the glamour around
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them or by their own progenies. A Boy Seout starts his career
from his home and the mother gives him the propelling force to
‘look onward during his march through life. He realises the
value of his home and reverences the mother, for the more he
loved her the more he dreaded of losing her. In fact, the great-
est danger for the mother is also to lose her child not by death
but by the misdeeds of the boy who fails to honour the trust with
which she endowed him. Tf the scouts do not show the grit and
keenness of their tribe and make their tribe and make their ca-
reer a great success, they cannot enliven her heart. This feel-
ing of loyalty to the mother is in some countries like England
kindled by the Mothering Day, during which the family as-
sembles round the table to feast and rejoice at the health of one
who had lifted them up through tender years of toil and suffer-
mg. Each member of the family delights to perform some act
of service to the mother, or if she be not alive, to honour her
memory by still nobler a~ts of charity. ’

The Boy Scout Movement is - in itself a wonderful field
for the display of rover quests of happifying service. Yet the
main theme of scouting is boy-training which in itself is a noble
form of social service, for it takes up a great deal of our time
and energy of our leaders. The limitations of mass-teaching
have been realised by the educationists who advocate remedial
measures in the form of residential universities. Out-door acti-
vities, team-spirit and the proper development of charadter and
individual initiative are some of the fundawmental elements of
good scouting which gives us the right spirit of adventure
necessary for life.

Yet occasionally arguments have been advaunced to regard
seouting as a social force to strengthen the calibre of the future
generation. It is indeed a social movewment run so cheap yet
at great sacrifice all over the world. The commissioners and
scoutmasters,leaders and organisers who toil through life for this
selfless enterprise are more usefal educators of the race than
any of the reformers of the conntry. It is therefore ineumbent
on every community to patronise by definite acts of financial
generosity, sympathy and approval the movement which can
assuredly remedy some of the flagrant abuses of the present
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system of boy training. Financial aid is necessary to carry
out the different schemes of camping and out-door practices, the
upkeep of Headquarters and other organising agencies.

The two great leading characteristics of the movements
‘ Be Prepared’ for the tribulation as well as the joys of the
world and ¢ Follow your leader’ touch at bottom the glaring
defects of oriental lethargy as well as the lack of leadership
essential to economic or political progress. A scientific education
implies the attainment of general knowledge of life and prepara-
tion for a comprechensive scheme of citizenship, while the present
study mainly throngh books is more suited to cloister discuss-
ions than to conquer the hard realities of life. Self-discipline
gained by camping and pioneering has more value for life craft
than all the experiences of a modern university man. The small
court of Honour ,the Group Council and the wider links of the
Distrist and State Association familiarise the Boy Scout with
the main outlines of Municipal or State politics.

The Boy Scout movemeunt had incurred the odium of being
alien to the calture of the orient more perhaps due to the ex-
ternal formalities of the uniform or badge decorations than to
the broad principles on which it is founded- The uniform and
the animal cries are not peculiar to the west. The first imparts
an outward appearance of smartness and facile movements while
the second enchants the environment with the romance of the
wood and the open air. Kipling’s imagination and fascination
for animal habits are but a westward wind of the rich treasures
of practical wisdom embodied in every page of the Hitopadesa,
or Panchatantra. The staff, the inseparatle companion of the
hiker, finds a parallel picture in the defensive pole of the Bush-
men or other frontiers men in Tndia. The advocates of the
Tudianisaticn of the Boy Scout Movement have to be reminded
that the real pressure for reform has to come from inside the
game of scouting in which all scouts and scouters should seek
to play it aright, abide by the laws of the game and contribute
what little they can to its welfare and advancement. This
requires that we arm ourselves with the two leading qualities
of knowledge and efliciency. Here we have one great possibility
that different people can do their scouting well in differnt ways.
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Whatever our experience of lif¢ may be, we find in the game of
scouting opportunity for the exercise of that experience and to
add something to that as well.

The university ideals encourage our young men to grow
up effeminate under velvet suitings and lace collars, indoor life
and petticoat government ever susceptible to the least disloca-
tion or failure or disappoinment in real craft. India has apishly
followed the West for sometime and has been obssessed with a
superstitious reverence for academical plumes and honours for-
getting that they are but the symbols of real culture which
could only be acquired by years of patient research. Similar
feverish greed for badges and decorations, plumes and ribbons is
not entirely absent in the methods of training the Boy Scout.
Yet the healthy spirit of rivalry and ambition and a harmonfous
development of practical and intellectual genius would save the
enthusiast from any such rocks and shoals of life.

Rover scouting has not been designed for the school-master
alone to patronise nor is it possible to wield any success without
the sanction and support of the society at large. Until we evolye
a rational system of education in which schooling ‘and scouting
do not look askance fromn opposite poles ‘the open air cult’
can never be appreciated by those who lead the cultural van-
guard. Scout promise and scout law should become the school
code of honour. The morai relation between the ancient Guru
and his disciple should again be essablished. 'The Group Com-
ittee and the Local Association should identify their interests
with those of the District Board and the Village organisatiou
and strive to co-ordinate the work of different educationafl heirgr-
chy of institutions and of officers. In these admiulstfra.txve
aud social responsibilities the village bodies should recognise the
immense possibilities of boy power in nation building and'ed.n-
cate the parents to appreciate the value of the characteristics
of leadership and citizenship in the strengthening of the com-
munity. If the parents become keen and aiive to their responsi-
bilities open troops secure the patronage of the village directly
and progress along the closed troops ander educational manage-
ment.

The constant co-operation of village chiefs and of
lacal bodies helps to make sconting a strong and permanent link

-
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in the educational chain. Though scouting has been every-
where nationally organised, it is internationally practised and
yet it is at heart a constructive activity of the local community-
To carry out this noble scheme of social service relations cf
mutual goodwill and the understanding between the scout
groups and the home, the school and the community in general
are fundamental. The enrolment of the scout as a member of
the Association is precedent to the recognition by the parent
that the essential requisite of good education is character train-

ing in citizenship and that aim has been fairly well marked in
scouting.

In conclusion, let us recall the Golden Arrows of Peace
and Goodwill instituted by the Chief in 1929 in fostering the
links that yoke the thoughts and feelings of different peoples
living in different corners of the world. The Boy Scout Move-
ment grows under the influence of the Personal Touch of the
individuals composing the Association, each taking a definite
share of responsibility. The scout master has his Personal
‘Touch with his Patrol Leaders who in turn have to study and
improve the six or seven scouts under them. The Group System
promotes the Personal Touch between the members of the pack,
the troop and the crew. The family feeling of the Group is
fostered by frequent meetings of the District and the Village
councils as well as the national and international Jamborees
which ever remind us of the ideal to “Liook Wide” with courage
and optimism. ‘

——

TRUTH. |
By. Mr. . R. Gopalakrishna Ayyar, B. A,

[ ——

What is truth’ Nos the question of jesting Pilate T ask,
nor in his mood or manner, but as a humble seeker after it. I am
not an ambitious experimenter with it, but I know this—that it
cannot trifled with. Bacon classifies it under 3 heads, theologi-
cal, philosophical and civil. But I fear even that great empirist
has not been free from a defect of logic. I believe it can-
not be put in compartments any more than it can be
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chemically analysed. It is a light, which like the lamps in the
different compartments of a train, shines up from the prime
cause and first principle, through all of them, at one touch; and
it shines in proportion to the power of the bulb. He says again
that ‘‘this same truth is naked”. We are living in an age which
will not approve of anything appearing naked in public. Our
Penal Code condemns it as indecent. Our snobbery will dis-
countenance it as barbarous. Naked truth, besides, must be
shy, must be tailored first and made to tantalise before you can
turn your gaze upon her. We may pardon nudity in infancy,
when the truth is inchoate, not in her adolescence and after-
attainments. But infant clothes are a feature of our modern
fashions. Obviously therefore truth is and at all times a thing
requiring some clothing. It cannot appear even in rags, any
more than in Adam’s apparel, except in the American nudist
zone. So it must be a shame to save any cost in dressing her
up to look her best.

What is this truth then? It is a fact or fiction favoured
by evidence. It is an experience expressive of intelligence—the
native in mar. Theidea of God, not directly demonstrable,
18 & fictitious truth, one based -on universal assumptions. In
other words, it i8 aXiomatic. The truth-in-fact is on the other
hand, demonstrable, and is therefore a child of a code of evi-
dence. The first kind is what Bacon called the Theological or
‘Philosophical truth, while the latter is the civil one. The courts
and the consciences of men appreciate them in the light of evi-
dence. But there is no absolute truth, for it cannot he recog-
nised by the human mind ordinarily; if there were one, it
must be self-evident. But the Adwaita is beyond adducible
comprehension. Again a self-evident fact, is such cnly because
it appeals to witnesses without a coroner’s direction. Each
man’s perception affords the evidence in support of it. With-
out evidence there is no tmth. Truth then is an evidential
myth. Even the categorical imperative is of this type. Keat's
_observation that ''truth is beauty, beauty truth”
accepted to be a high-water-mark of good sense.
the sense thereof 7 Truth is « myth made u
~mental or visual; and cannot appear in its

1s generally
And" what is
P of perceptions
mative form. If
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she appears beautiful, it must be due to adventitious aids.
Bacon says: "A mixture of lie doth ever add pleasure.” And
such a beauty can't be the truth. If Keats had said ”Lie is
Beauty, Beauty lie,” it would have been for more sensible; for
falsehood is maya, and maya fascinates. But we have Bacon’s
dictum that lies of poets make for pleasure. Truth to be pleas-
ant must be polished or painted. I am reminded of Max
Nardeau. We have seven lies, not seven lamps, in our lives
to shape our destiny.

Suppose all men had spoken what they call the truth,
from the beginning of the world—Adam and Eve didn't save
themselves from the wrath of Ged and the fall of man, by their
truthfulness—still the course of evolution would have run
differently. The present position of the world, not its physio-
graphical, but its theological, sociological and political position-
is greatly due to divination and diplomacy. The one has

warped the wisdom, the other has wasted the energy, of the
soul.

Haris Chandra’s fidelity to what he conceived to be the
truth cost him all his worldly possessions. A spice of lie
would have saved him all his trials and trepidations and the
turmoils of the time, and the sage who persecuted him would
have become his friend. There was 8 mistake, a kink, in his
mental-make. He believed something as absolutely to be appro-
priated to himself by a certain course of -conduct, unalterable
under any emergency, e.g., fame or name, etc. and that he should
abandon and sacrifice everything else for it. T honestly believe
1t wrong to think so. No doubt our (andhis and Garibaldies
are made of this stuff. They have the mentality of martyrs,
who are men of mettle, without a balance of mind, the golden
means to salvation. This single-minded devotion may be admir-
able, but it discloses a mentality not different from the obsession
in the courtier’s mind, the sanctity of king or- his inviolability.
His is a slavish mentality. Haris was a slave to his own precon-
ceived notions of nobility and conduct. I believe it is a serious
error to be “true’ or “consistent” in this manner. If it is not
slavery of the kind, it is quixoticism at the other end. The
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standard of practical common sense is not a precipitous convic-
tion like this. It is broad-based on compromises. God has
given life not to be killed by fasts or feasts, penance or passions
in misconceived missions or manumissions, but to be saved and
spent in a sensible (or as my daughter suggests, in a selfish)
fashion. All selfishness is based on sense and sensibility, but
slavery of every kind is obnoxious. To liberate oneself from
self-imposed suobbery is as necessary as to liberate all others
as well from their misconceptions and mis-managements, as
from their social or political serfdom.

The other day I happened to read of a man who wasted
his time in worshipping a woman who didn’t care for him—nay
hated him. But the man was a Quixot, who I fancy believed
in the possibility of extremes meeting geometrically, and that her
hatred would meet his love sometime somewhere and oontinued
therefore to condemn himself to a sort of perpetual and voluntary
confinement in her vicinity. Perhaps he was wiser than I can
make out. His philosophy might have taught him to turn his
thoughts upon “the poles of truth”, and imagined both were
born one for the other—though poles apart. Be that as it may,
his mentality showed the same defect of uanpracticality, as that
of Haris. They become slaves to something deified as a virtue,
and something else defied as a vice.

What is truth? Is it Pilate’s scoff or pride’s purge? We
will as practical men, put it to the proof and decide. Call a

man a vicious dog, though it may be what he really is, he will '

sue you for damaging his immaculate reputation, instead of
thanking you for your straightforwardness. If it were truth
to say so, I would not call it a beautifal, but an ugly truth, for
it makes one look upon himself as an ugly being and he will in
course of time become what he contemplates. That is why I
believe men are not given the gift to see themselves as other
people see them. Did not truth cost John the Baptist his
head? It is an ugly truth that bodes and brings no good to the
speaker. And what of Jesus himself ?

Though Kings and their law courts have all along stoad

for awarding merit to trath, like the Round Table of King
Arthur, in theory a blessing—but alas not oune courtier, not one
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lawyer or law-lord, nor all their clientele, and citizens, but have
thought that much consolation and material good have followed
in the wake of a lie and only martyrdom and inquisitions, and
madness in the wake of what they call the truth—and the
concomitant transcendental folly. T1f Keats had lived longer
perhaps he would have transmuted the line quoted above, into
something like this in effect. ‘

Truth is ugly—the beauty in truth is its colour.

T am for the alloy—which in the works of the wise Bacon
“makes the metal work the better”. But with peculiar want of
logic he considers “it embaseth the coin”. If a thing makes
the metal work the better, it certainly cannot be debasing it.
Of what use 18 pure gold, when only in an alloy it can live for
the greater ornamentation of human desires, as current coins
or comely crowns® Old Avvai has shown greater practical
wisdom. She advised us to learn even to steal and to ennoble
and elevate our nature by forgetting it ! Before one can appreci-
ate the virtue of speaking to an evidenced or well authenticated
fact, one will have to acquire the virtue of realising the impor-
tance of prudential consideration that must control every human
action. The conclusion is thus what Sir John Falstaff came to
ou a famous occasion. Prudence is the better part of valour.
The garb in which truth appears, its presentation, if it is not
thereby garbled, is of utmost importance, more so than the
plain fact. For truth is a fact fashioned for belief. It is what
illumines the heart and the understanding, the light, the white
radiance of Eternity, stained by life’s needs and necessities
and naughtiness.

A LEARNED JUDGE.
Mr. K. S. Ramaswamy Sastri, B.A., B.L., Judge and Educationist.
By Prof. C. A. Krishnamurti, M.A., F. R. Econ. S. '
The retirement of Mr. K. S. Ramaswami Sastriar from
his office as District Judge of Ramnad was the occasion for a
round of entertainments not unusual on such ocecasions. But

‘the general feeling was that the occasion was one of those when
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the formal coincided most closely with the cordial. He retired
in excellent health of mind and body, as he himself admitted at
one of these meetings. -

The life of any one who has made his mark in public life
living on a plane higher than the ordinary run must be inspiring.
A people who cannot assess the merits of their own men without
extraneous help are lacking in one of the higher gifts of God to
man. Great or not great in the conventional sense, any one
would easily admit that if a list of a hundred notable men and
women of our presidency were to be made among those living
now, Mr. Sastriar’s name would be found high enough. He
could have made himself greater in the well-known sense
had he only chosen to do so. His very attainments were a
disqualification for playing such a role. Among several rare
things, he inherited a measare of modesty from his father whose
depth of learning is too great to make a mere title or an ephe-
meral applause attractive. The father’s inner vision and outer
outlook were in tune with the deep spirit that surrounds the
temple of learning. Little wonder he chose the profession of
teaching and he is alive to-day, the most aged and venerated of
the teachers of our presidency. One is reminded of Dr.
Arnold and his poet-critic-official son.

Mr. Sastriar never knew as a member of the bar or of
the bench what it was to appear superior-looking. Everything
about him bespeak culture, elegance, modesty and a paséiona.te
love of the lovely and the sublime. He is pever anxious to
thrust himself on the attention of the public by rising on every
possible occasion, as some do who love to hear their own vojce.
But he never failed to respond to any invitation to speak or
preside at a public meeting. The subjects of his choice were
mostly pertaining to art and culture, religion and philosophy.
He generally made pretty long speeches of which he was not un-
conscious, but the length was justified by the learned treatinent.
His quotations from Sanskrit, English and Tamil, recited with
that peculiar swing and grace well-known to his hearers, were
a8 illuminating and happy as they were surprising for their
variety and spontaneity. While on his legs, he seemed to be
at the task of weaving a beautiful fabric. The result wag charm-
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ing in its hues, appealing to the ear, and convincing to the
heart. He is not an orator but a sweet clear-thinking speaker,
never once struggling for a thought or a word. His voice is
gentle; yet strong, sweet, yet never feeble. There was no ‘made’
attempt at brilllant speaking; it was really so. The light burnt
with a steady, ever growing flame.

He is not unlearned in the art of dealing blows; his
natural generosity forbids him from doing so in his discourses.
Some of his speeches were banquets of thought. When he
attended public meetings, he scemed more ready to hear, observe,
and meditate than make himself unduly prominent or to court
the limelight. When he appeared in public as a speaker or as
an author, © was on the strong wings of a clear inner urge.
Many m’ ,at remember the emphatic vet dignified protest he
made when he found disappointing response from Bengal in his
praise-worthy attempt to make Tagore better known in South
India.

Teachers and students always found a ready response
whenever he was approached to lecture or to preside. His ecriti-

cisms as president of meetings always elevated and never hurt.
One of his earliest writings, a pamphlet on “Art and

Poetry” is a work of rare literary merit. His studies of Tagore
reveal the poet-critic in him. His favourite form in poetry was
the sonnet and he was a frequent contributor of sonnets to the
Wednesday and Indian Reviews. Mr. T.V. Seshagiri Tyer's article
entitled “Indo-British Poetry” in the Everyman’s Review raised
a well-known controversy. But an estimnate of a poet’s appeal
must also take into account the kind of people among whom it
has been the poets’s lot to live.

“The Hindu Message”” received numerous contributions
from his pen. He elevated discussions on Indian life, thought and
philosophy into the higher regions of pure thought and reasoning.
The titles he gave to his public discourses revealed an uncommon
point of view. Though he does not openly profess politics, he
is not unmindful of the influences which India could :.ot escape
both in the present and in the future. His latter utterances
have been tinged with a certain uneasiness at the hollowness and
rank materialism that has overtaken Indian life today.
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He had an excellent start in life, under highly
intellectual and affluent auspices. Yet he never affected aloofness
from the poor. The official domineering attitude was foreign to
his nature. He would in the evenings, attend the club of the place
where he was, and have his tennis or his characteristic talk
His usual posture during & lecture is the erect one with the eyes
rolling in a fine frenzy, and with the lips never forsaken by the
expressive smile. He often seemed to be a spirit, Shelleyan in
fineness, and Wordsworthian in austerity, with a wealth
of unpremeditated thought. He is a Vaidic Brahmin in the
true sense, but he is not impervious to currents of west-
ern thought which he receives through the chastening medium
of the Hindu outlook. His latest speech in Madura on “A great
analogy and a great opportunity” was a plea for a higher synthe-
sis of life between the east and the west.

If he has not been the recipient of a title or climbed to
the higher rungs of the official ladder, the reasons must be sought
in considerations other than those of merit or desert. The
world of education stands to gain by his recent entry into the
Senate of the Madras University. His regular contributions to
the “Indian Educator” on ‘“Pedagogics throughthe ages" show the
educationist in him. He might spend the rest of his life in his
paternal home at Kumbakonam with the Cauvery and the
College tower before him, suggestive of a thousand thoughts.
He has carried with him all through his official career a larger
cultural life which was more truly expressive of his inner beip
Now that he has laid aside the robes of office, he can live thg.
life to his heart's content and to the benefit of his countrymerlls
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THE CUCKOO

Loveliest lips singing ever so sweet,
Make not a melody like thine;

With horny beak how does thou beat
Harp or human voice divine,

And strike a lusty note of splendour,
Which leaves us wrapt in wonder?

Hymns ever so polished pour not a fload
Of song as from thy throat doth swell,

To thrill the tide of our heart’s blood,
And keep us bound as in a swoon or spell;
No voice is so racy, rich or refined,

As thine is, perfect of its kind.

Does thy charming note charm us

Because it resembles the voice

Of some lone spirit to reform us

Striving, from its own impulse and choice.
Scarce seen, but often heard or felt,

As hope among the Heaven-dwelt.

Like a maiden coy in high casement,
All eyes un: ee ng turn to thee.

And listen .rom th: lower basement,
To notes o lucious, lovelorn and free:
Till they become all ears and no eyes,
And long only to sing likewise.

We fancy oft thy form is fair,

Of plumage bright or burnished zold,
With throat so superfine to pair,

But thy uncomely body doth hold

The immortal fire of thy song—

| fear God's plan for once went wrong.

Besides from thy leafy abode,

Thou seemest too shy to stray.

As though was felt the shaming code

That handsome form could never pray

In handsome tones—Oh blighting fate!

That thou and peacock needs must ever hate!

Oh warbler warm, thy music throat

Rises when the west wind blows

With strains of sacred charms afloat,

Fre the swollen, golden river flows.

Thy voice which sounds the spell of spring,
Is it thy call the flood doth bring?

To pain ascribes thy pealing note

A legend—a sister drowned,

Upon whom thou long and fond didst dote,
Who now with thy lyric song is crowned;
And grief, lending grace to thy ditty,
Hath made it pathetic and pretty.
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Silent thou art save at thy season,

In thy daily tasks or cares enwrapt,
As | am lost and with good reason,
Both wheg thy nectar fount is tapt,
Or when its memory leads the elation
In a mood of bliszful contemplation.

Oh lusty-throated bird, oh blissful cuckoo!
My words are rude, a poor tribute,

To peace of mind and pleasure-true,
Benefits to whick thy songs contribute,
And | reap throughout the year,

And which every day grows more dear.

. P. R. G.

THE CEYLON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.

By Mr. G. V. AlYER, B, A,

Strictly speaking, there is but one College for all Ceylon—
the University College of Colombo—and this is regarded as the
nucleus of 3 University which is to arise on its foundations in
the fullness of time. All the other se-called Colleges in Cevlon
of Colombo, Kandy. Galle, Jafina, Badulla, Negombo, Ratnapura,
and elsewhere~are but High Schools, bigger or smaller. One dav
they may develop into real colleges, affiliated to the future Ceylon
University. As they are, their scope does not extend, in the
majority of cases, beyond the Cambridge Senior or the Loudon
Matriculation Examination—Entrance examinations to the
University of London. For the Tondon Matriculation, any
Ceylon resident is allowed to sit without attendance at College.
The same is the case with the London Intermediate, and the
Tondon B. A. But few of the students whoirely on their own
resources without disciplined instruction from Professors succeed
in passing the higher exams: hence the imperative need of a
college with an efficient stafl of Professors, qualified to prepare
the right sort of students for the coveted degrees of the London
University. The University College of Colombo prepares its
students for the hlgher examinations of the London University,

the Intermediate in Arts and Science, the B. A. and the B. Sc.
The tota) strength of the College ranges between three hundred
and four hundred—a fourth of the number studymg in any of the
big Colleges of India. But quality counts in Ceylon far more
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than quantity. During the twelve years that have passed since
its foundation in the year 1921, upwards of two hundred students
have graduated at London University from the Ceylon University
College. Of these about five percent are women students. This
number is bound to increase, in the course of years, in Arith-
metical, if not in Geometrical progression.

It was in the early nineties that the project of a Univer-
sity for Ceylon took shape, even in embryo, in the formation of
a Ceylon University, under the leadership of the late Sir Ponnam-
balam Arunachalam. In June 1911 Sir Henry Me Cullum, the
Governor, appointed a committee to inquire into the question
of secondary and higher education in the Island. The committee
recommended the formation of a University College that could
serve as one rallying for higher education in Ceylon. In the
absence of snch a College it was evident than an inordinate
amount of the time of the best teachers in each school was
sacrificed in preparing classes for the London University examina-
tion, and that in the interest of just a few pupils, and sometimes
barely a single pupil. Then the scheine was definitely formu-
lated that a University College was to be astablished in Colombo—
that its status, at the initial stage, was to be that of a College
qualified at first to grant diplomas, but ultimately to be deve-
loped into & degree-granting University—that the College was to
be affiliated to an English University, preferably Oxford—«.,hat
the Professors were to include a Professor of Sanskrit and Pali—
that the College was to be residential in character, comprising
hostels under proper management—that the Government of the
College was to be in the hands of a council, and the conduct of
exatninations was to be in the charge of a Board of Studies nomi-
nated by the council-—and last but net least—that the College
was to be open to wonten.

Four vears had to pass before the question was taken up
once again by the next Goverrior of Ceylon, Sir Robert Chalmers.
At meetings held in Novemnber 1915 he emphasised the fact that
the University College must be regarded as preliminary only,
and that the ultimate aim was s¢s development into a degree—
granting University. But the early realisation of the scheme was
hindered by the upheaval of the Great war and its consequence,
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the general economic crash. The question was taken up again
in 1917 by Sir William Manning and the Director of Education,
Mr. Denham. The College was formally opened on dJanuary
24th, 1921. One hundred and fifteen students were registered
ag students of the College. At the end of the year three students
were presented for the B. Sc.; all of them passed, two being
placed in the first class. In the London B. A., four secured &
pass out of the five that were presented.

The end of the second Academic year was marked by the
arrival of Professor Marrs, M. A. (Oxon), C. I. E., who assumned
charge as Principal of the University College, relieving the
Director of Education of the control of the College. The teaching
staff at the time consisted of a Professor of English, a Professor
of Classics and Philosophy, a Professor of Modern History and
Economics, Professors for Physics and Chemistry, Lecturers
in Botany and Zoology besides visiting Lectur>rs in Mathematics
Geography and Modern Tanguages.

A Council was constituted to advise the Government
with regard to the general organisation and administration of
the College and a representative Academic Committee was appoin-
ted by the council to deal with the Course of studies. The
Academic Committee recommended that the proposal to introduce
examinations for University College diplomas should be laid aside,
and that the College should prepare candidates for the London
University Examinations, until such time as the University
began to function with its own courses and degrees.

At the beginning of the Academic year 1922-3, the impor-
tant step was taken of opening three hostels for the University
College Students—the Christian Hostel, the Union Hostel, and
the Catholic Hostel. In every case these hostels depended for
their establishment on subscriptions from religious societies and
private donations but the Government sanctioned a sum  of
Rs. 16000 as grant-in-aid of hostels.

The teaching and administrative staff have been gradually
strengthened In October 1922 were appointed a Professor for
Mathematics, Lecturers in. Classics, Chemistry, Sanskrit, - Pali
and Sinhalese, and a visiting Lecturer in Tamil. The next vear
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saw the opening of Honours class in Classics, History, Mathe-
matics, and Chemistry. An Honours class in Oriental Languages-
Sanskrit and Pali - was opened in 1927.

The principal promoter of the University project, and its
staunchest supporter in all the preliminary stages was Sir;
P. Arunachalam. His death in January 1924 left a void, by no
means easy to fill. Governor Manning also left the Island in
1925, after having contributed in no small measure, to the ad-
vancement of the University Project. The establishinent of the
University has been the topic of discussion in the Press and
Platform these ten vears—at one time the discussion was hot as
to where it was to be located, at Colombo or at Kandy. Sinhalese
National sentiment strongly leaned to Kandy; expediency pointed
to Colombo as the right place. Meanwhile much water has
flowed under the bridge, vears of bumper prosperity have gone,
yielding place to the present chilling economic depression, which

forces the postponement, sine die, of all costly schemes and
projects.

The governing bodv of the University College consists of
the President, who is his Excellency the Governor of Ceylon—the
Principal, the Registrar, members of the University College
Council and of the Academic Committee. Among the members
are the Directer of Education, the Chief justice, the Bishop of
Colombo, aud the heads of a few of the chief Educational Institu-
tions. Prominent among these are Sir Marcus Fernando, the
Hon, Mr. D. B. Jayatilake, the very Rev, Father Le Goe, M. A.
(Cantab), B. Sc. (London), Ph. D. (Rome), Rector of St. Joseph’s,
Mr. P. De S. Kularatne, B. Sc., LLT.. B., the principal promoter
of Buddhist Education in the Island, Mr. M. B. A, Cader, B. A.
(Cantadb), LTI. B., Professor C. Sunderalingam, M. A. (Oxon)
B. Sc. (Toondon), Professor 8. P. Malalasekara, M. A., Ph. D.
(Liondon.) The registrar and secretary of the councils is Mr.
Gulasekaram M. A., (Madras). The staff consists of picked men
from Universities all over the Empire. The guiding siprit and
the pivot of the administration i3 of course the Principal,
Professor Marrs, M. A’s of Oxford and Camb B. A.’s and B. Sc’s
of T,ondon an M. Sc. of New Zealand, all together form a goodly
group of gallant hands manuing the good ship, the University
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College.  Profedsor Leigh Smith; who recently retired,, will ever
be rémetiibered as one who rendered yeoman's' service in the
cause of English Literature at the University College. Professor
Sarbadhikari M. A. (Calcutta), D. Sc. (London), Professor Bhatia,
M. Sc. (Punjab), Ph. D. (Cantab), Mr. S.P. Baliga- M. A. (Madras)
Professor Das Gupte, M. A., Ph. D. (Caloutta), B. Se. (London)
are names that have adorned the College staff from: among th

Sons of India. . °

————

GOD OR NO GOD?

By Pror. K. S. SRIRANTAN, M.A., F.R.E.S.

—— ————

. God or n0 God is a problem which the world had been
facing from centuries beyond one’s memory.  Although no
definite answer has yet been given, very few have made bfld t
openly defy His authority and much less to deny His Existe .
It 1s, therefore, no small wonder that Russia, that 6oun‘tx‘ 1‘109%
?conomic and political miracles, should demolish churcyheo
insult bishops and taboo the very name of Christ. Tt sho lsi,
certainly interest the readers to know why Russia 1s pmsqli] (a
thrqugh such a religious crisis. Hence the attempt thol;n}; n:
might appear an economist’s trespass on the bord;r mnﬁq ‘f
philosophy. e

. If there is any nation to-day claiming onr careful attey-
tion an('i study, it is Russia. Her transformation, politic(a,l
economic and social, has been most remarkable, while her cour: e;
unparallelled in the history of the world. While we. here (:f
despairing of the present short-lived crisis, she ’ha; D‘s.sv,‘se'fie
through a series of crises undsunted. Saccessfully overcomiu;r
a political orisis, she is now planning to avert an economic onz
and jast on the eve of doing so, she is faced with a religious (;risis

The Russians have answered the question — ‘
with an emphatic ‘No'. They have al} b';]come Oathe:[i:tihsgz (il?d?
gre proud of being so. This disbelief in God has permeated in s 9);]
a way that even the peasants have become confirmed hat L
the church and its organization. They are openly boa@tefrsl Gf‘
their atheism as if it were a mighty achievement, In fal.o‘tu t}?i
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gusto with which they speak of their infidelity makes one
wonder and despair. * The Revolution seemns to have surcharg-
ed the very air with a substaace that, when inhaled, autcmatic-
ally - burned' up religious faith especially in youth.” 'The
Russian attitude towards God reminds one of Shakspeare’s
Jack Cade, who reproaches Liord Say thus: “It will be proven to
thy face that thou hast men about thee that usually talk of
a noun, and a verb-and such abominable words as no Christian
ear can endure to hear.” Never do the peasant youths speak
with reverence of the church, of religion or even of the Deity.
When a Russian youth was questioned whether he had a bible,
he said in great pride that he had smoked it up. Even the
beggars that bridge round the bazars are beginning to sing
revolutionary songs instead of divine ones.

It is therefore clear that a tide of atheism is engulfing
the youth of the country. Christ has ceased t¢ command any
admiration. Churches are either destroyed or converted to
other purposes. To the devoted, Russia presents a most pathetic
appearance. If Russian influence spreads, the world would become
goon Godless. “Never was I writes a visitor to Russia, “so
poignantly impressed, however, with the disintegration of
Russian Christianity as when I visited Kiev, most ancient,
most beautiful, most joyous of all Russian cities. Glorious
Kiev! What peasant in Russia has not heard of this holy city—
Russian Canterbury. It was there that the mighty prince
Vladiwir converted his savage subjects to Christianity. It was
there that the first orthodox school and library were founded.
It was there that the first church, and printing press were set
up. It was there that the first saint was canonized.........From
all over Russia they bridged there, men, women, youths, hun-
dreds, thonsands of them—a half million every year, with heavy
staffs in their hands and huge loads on their backs, each with a
pack of woes and troubles, each full of faith, each eager for a
miracle iu bis own behall. Kiev, the dream and the glory of
old Russia, the hope of the meek, the heaven of the downcast,
Kiev, the spirit and the sonl of the orthodox. To-day the rows
and rows of halls and dormitories that formerly housed monks
and pilgrims are now occupied by Proletarians and out of other
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interiors issued not the sounds of sacred chants and invocatiopg:
but the strains of profane revolutionary anthemsg.'* 'I‘hé
bishops with their forlorn look are pathetic to behold. The

have become the butts of society and in their helplessness havZ
become strangers to outside life. Meat, eggs and cakes, the

never get. The lands and shops that once yielded them rickyl
revenues are no longer their property-—they get very little in
the way of tributes from pious pilgrims. Though the
shirts, and shoes are worn threadbare, they can afforg N0 new
ones. They could sfford nothing new——not even a tea kLett|e

a sock or a handkerchief.© What was actually keeping the ’
alive was the sale of candles, pictures and other relicsf—nob ;D
pious muzliks—no, alas! but to excursionists, infidels, mogt (;
them who were daily coming in search of more weapon of
attack on God or Christ.”"*  Verily, Russia to-day is g im 3 Of
unbelievers.” But to know the magnitude of this Revolnt,' X
one has only to look back into the conditiop of Russi dhiou,
before the Revolution. She was the strongest centre of i{al' o
in Europe having numerous churches scattered all oveerlg}l)OLl
external area. The Russian peasants weye fanatically devotes
to their churches: That a change of this king should hav :

over such a country borders on a miracle, " come

it robes,

It is easy to trace the Religious Revolyt;
evist propaganda. But that would be unjust.
it should be said that they had nothing to 4o with thig R
tion., In fact, whatever might have been the trespa.s;eq ;Volu-
Bolshevists, they cannot be accused of persecut,iﬁg ‘;o({ the
their religious beliefs, although they have PYOh}‘)b't,p e for,
religious instruction of youths under 18 yeqrg of a.l 1bed the
the home. In fact, never did the people of Russia en'ge outside
religious liberty as now. . > CRIOY 80 inuch

on to the Bolgh-
To their credit

Then, what can be the reason for thig oa
God. Is Russia going to negate all argumentgs
shads? If the Russian views regarding God are lof

t uuch.
‘there is bound to be a real danger for the world ?futaa.ileuged,
' . N8RS s

of the Upanij-

Ibid.
*  Asia—Nov, 1927,
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right, then the magnitude of the consequent world Revolution
can he better imagined than described. It is certainly strange
that philosophers and religionists of other countries should be
keeping quiet when such a disastrous change is going on in
Russia. Their attitude reminds me of ¢ Nero’s fiddling when
Rome was burning’. Those who deny the God of religion may as
well deny the absolute of philosophy in no time. In a word,
Russia will have neither religion nor philosophy.

The reasoun for this wonderful change in Russia is due to
the fact that the Russian peasant never had really taken Christ
to heart. He cared more for the form than the spirit. Even
when Russia was intensely religious very few kuew anything
about the Bible. The Sermon on the Mount was more familiar
to us in India than to the Russian in those days. He was over-
powered more by the splendour of the orthodox church than by
the spirit of Christianity. “The peasant had always regarded
God or Christ as a sort of mystical mechanist, who for certain
acts pleasing to him, such as prostration, or the performance
of acts of physical self-denial, would offer a fitting reward.” In
a word, it was a materialistic conception of the Deity pure and
simple. For the strange conception, the old orthodox church
has to share a part of the blame. It failed to stir in him a religi-
ous understanding. 'The church depends for its appeal not on
living sentiment, on devotion, on understanding of the purpose
of faith and the meaning of service, but on magic, mirvacle and
ceremncnial.

Hinduism, in India, has become a transcendent force in
the life of every individual, for he knows the connection between
this gorgeous ritual, this extraordinary ceremonial and his
everyday personal affairs. In fact if to-day it is showing signs
of decay, it is because this mental connection is being forgotten.
If India should be saved from this way Russia is moving, her
philosophers should open their eyes and enable people to realise
the relevance of most of our ceremonies. If they fail to develop the
inner vitality sure as anything, Hindus would be incapable of
with-standing the onslaughts of the Godless Revolutior that is
now going on. What 18 urged in this article 1s that the world
should not remain a silent witness to what is going on in
Russia. The writer is not divulging a secret when he says that
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the type of men responsible for such a transformation in Russia
exist everywhere and unless steps are taken to convince the
youth in every nation about the folly of Russia in her atbitu;le
tow.a,rds the Church, the repercussions of her policy on other
nations would be disastrous. Men who are tolking of a Five
Year P.lan for India on the model of Russia may as well talk
of a religion on Russia’s plan. OQur young men should also be

taught that in regard to religions issue
: 8, men must
reason beyond the limits of their choice, not push

PEDAGOGICS THROUGH THE AGES
(Continued from the last issye as Chapter 1X.)
By Mr. K. S. Ramaswamj Sastry, B.A, B.L.

——————

:Phe Dalton plan makes the school an educational labora-
tory. The teacher has reverence for the child-mind becmg;p

the child may become a man far greater than its teacher. Hé -

refies on the value of suggestion through environment and t
to. economise energy and make it more efficient by stutiyincr and
stimulating the individual aptitudes and tendencies and e*{cZH y
ces. In Mr. E. J. Swift’s Mind in the Making, which is‘ uosnd
by Miss Parkhurst, it is said: “Kconomy of en,ercry is (l?'b )

'tru}y a problem for education as for mechanics. 'cl’i‘ﬂicienlr- le ﬁs
‘r'atl'o of useful work to the epergy spent in accomplishing .{V**t )
be increased by lessening the resistance, or by appl ?nl —ma..y
power, and t'ieachers have occupied themselves toop e};xcﬁx l'nm]e
with producing power.” Miss Parkhurst’s experiments ‘swely
school ab Dalton, Massachusetts, mark a new ‘deparbm: e
world of education.  She calls her plan the laborator E; o
says she prefers the word ‘laboratory’ to the word ‘SZh}:):ll’l Ténd
says: “ Liet us think of school rather as sociologial labo ., " he
‘where the pupils themselves are experimenters ngt the V}‘&t_ory
of an intricate and crystallised system in the évolution of lchl.m}S
they have neither part nor lot. Let us think of 1t as a.wlw1
where community conditions prevail ag they‘prevail in life It) iy
The children’s University School was founded with the 1 it
object of demonstrating what the Dalton plan could do a:,OWEd
vitalize education—to make it a living thing capable of a,rozsir;g-

ries
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and preserving the interest of pupils in their work.” She says
again: ‘‘Broadly speaking, the old type of school may be said
to stand for culture, while the modern type of school stands for
experience. The Dalton Laboratory plan is primarily a way
whereby both these aims can be reconciled and achieved.

In the Dalton plan the child is not allowed to do as he
likes. Freedom isnot doing as one likes. He who does as he
likes will become a selfish and rude hedonist. The Dalton
method enables the child to organise his own studies in his own
way. He is allowed to continne without interruption his work
upon any subject in which he is absorbed. Further, in the old
type of school a boy lives by himself except when he joins other
boys in school-work or in play. But in the Dalton Plan he
functions as a member of a social community. In the old type
of school the teacher goes his own way except when he meets
his pupils in the class room in a formal and distant manner.

3ut in the Dalton plan he cannot isolate himself. TFach boy
acquires culture in school as in life—i. e. by collective co-opera-
tion aiding individaal effort. In the modern schools curriculum
is evervthing and the teacher comes next and the boy comes last.
In the Dalton plan this order is reversed in toto. TFurther, it
atms at synthetic education. 'The subjects are not taught in
self-contained apartments but are correlated to each other and
to the pupil.  In that way the puapil gets a comprehensive out-
look. Thus knowledge becomes an individual adventure, a
collective adventure, and a correlated adventure at one and the
same time. The aim is “self-instruction, self-thinking and self-
discipline, together with co-operation between child and child,

and chiid and teacher’.
[ ]

The Dalton plan abolishes the time-table. The boy is given
his task in the form of a monthly contract or assignment. The
curriculum is divided into major and minor subjects. The school
consists of a number of laboratories, one for each subject in the

- enrriculum. A specialist in each subject is attached to each labo-
_ratory. The boys experiment in the laboratories whereas in the

present-day schools they are experimeunted upon. The entire
Dalton plan hinges upon the skill with which the assignments of
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work are planned. Each assignment of work is a challenge to
which the pupil responds with enthusiasm and delight.

The Dalton plan is hardly twenty years old and is stil]
struggling for acceptance. Its main elements are freedom, inter-
action of groups, and individual work. It aims at making the
rooms of the school ‘‘socialogical laboratories with children ag
experimenters”. By means of checks and graphs measuring
work done, the specialists prevent the freedom of the pupil be-
coming a muddle. They note the commencement and completion
of each assignment. Mr. A, J. Liynch says well: “These then—
subject-rooms,? specialists, assignments, and checks—are the
features of individual work. The two last named are essential
requisites of any plan of such work, but all of them are necessary
to that form of individual work known as the Dalton Plan.”

Thus in this plan the essential idea is learning as opposed
to being taught. Further, he has a clear ideg of the work ahead
Mr. Lynch says; “In the course of spoon-feeding in the earlje,:
days it was rarely allowed to a child to realise whether ope
spoonful had any relation to the next spoonful.”
action of older and younger boys and of both with
and by interaction of co-ordinated subjects, we ha
ment of synthetic culture and the school life is
to life in the world at large.

By the inter-
the specialist
ve the attain-
approximated

Two passages may here be referred o as Cont‘xinin}r .
fu! educational ideas which the schoolg of to 5 irui-

Emerson says: “The secret of edu@ation lie(:ai‘\n f(})‘leg;eié); 1gnore.
pupil. It is not for you to choose what he shall lin;;\}\)' lylllg the
shall do. 1t is chosen and fore-ordained, and he alon’ 1‘\ 113.12 he
key to his own secre.t;. By your tatpering anq thvn -t'e r0lds the
much government he may be hindereq fI'Ob arting and too
of his own. Respect the child. Wajt 45q see the
nature. Nature loves analogies . but n
the child. Be not too much - hig pare
solitude”. Mr. Clutton Brock sayy. “We m )

wish society to be before we can know wh : St, 1\11-0\\' what we
to be; all ideas about education are base‘ at we wish education

: d on id iety
. . : eas about society,
even when no social theory ig eonsciously exprossed.” Each

ew product of
ot repetitions. Respect
Db Trespass not on his

m his end and: kept ouidng
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school is a birth-place of future society, a nursery of the ideal
life yet to be realised. The aim of the Dalton method is to realise
the truth of the above ideas in a simple and effective way by
making the school a social centre and not an austere academy.

It is not that there are or would be no defects and difficulties
and dangers in the Dalton plan. Slow and dull boys have
to be quickened, and shirkers have to be watched. Further, it
will not be wise to allow another subject to be taken up only after
one subject is finished. The assignments of work should be
controlled and varied, while freedom is allowed in mastering
and completing each assignment. TFurther, the plan can succeed
only when we have a good supply of text books as well as good
reference books and books of a descriptive kind. It is difficult
to combine the principle of individual of work and the principle
of corporate work and the principle of helpful supervision but the
combination must beaimed at and achieved. It is further necessarv
to correct possible excessive devotion to the printed page by
frequent talks. Tiven in such talks, the aim is not to lecture at a
class of boys but to talk to each individual boy worker. The
help of dramas should be sought and encouraged. Cinema and
broadeasting are other powerful aids in the educative process.

GLEANINGSFROMTAMIL LITERATURE
By Mr. T. R. RENGASWAMI AYYANGAR. M.A., T.T.
(continued from the last issiue.)

— 00—

16, Karaikkal Ammayar, (srespiste guenwwrr). Her birth name
was Punitavati (yef$28), She was the daughter of Danadathar, (5578 357)
a rich merchant of Karaikkal. She married a merchant of Negapatam named
Paramadathan and lived a very holy life. As a devotee of Lord Siva she
entertained every day a host of Saivite devotees. One day her husband
brought two mango fruits and entrusted them to her. An old Saivite guest
came to her complaining of great hunger. The lady served him with food,
but, as she had no time to prepare curry-stuffs she offered the guest one of the
mangoes, The man satisfied his hunger and went away. As usual her
busband returned and had his food.. The wife served him the second fruit and
after eating it and finding it very tasteful he called for the other fruit also.
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She was in & fix and did not like to own how she had disposed of the other,
She went within and prayed to the Lord to give her a fruit for fear of offend-
ing her husband. Her prayer was granted and she brought a fruit and gave
it b0 her husband. This fruit tasted better and he asked his wife for an expla-
nation. She bad to confess the whole thing, but her busband, who did ot
believe the story, insisted upon having one more fruit, if what she had said
was true. Again she prayed and got one more fruit but just as be was going
to eat it it disappeared from his hand. The man got alarmed and was in
great dread of his wife, whom he thence looked upon as a divine being. Hae
took the earliest opportunity to run away from her and settled in Madura. He
married again and had a daughter by his second wife whom he named after
his first wife. In course of time his whereabouts were found out and his kinsmen
insisted upon his taking back his first wife. He could not treat her as &
wife, but reverenced her as a divine being. To please her kinsmen the lady
took shape as a demoness and became an objeet of worship to all.

She left them all and went on a pilgrimage. She sang two poems
known as Arpuda Tiruvantadi (%p4s Spassr8) and Tiruvirattai Manimalal
(8mafran . wemflorkv) and walked on her head towards Kailas. The Lord
was pleased at her devotion and according to her wish allowed her to take
place under his dancing feet. She returned to Tiruvattan Kadi acd sang
two more poems known as the two “Mutha Thiruppadigams.” (@684
BBLiuFs0). Thus her four poems became part of the 1lth sectica of the
Tirumurai.

17. Kadavar Kone Nayanar. (sri_ai Qsrsy BILGHT) waus g P
king of Conjivaram. He soon got disgusted with the offie
the world and set out as a savite devotes. He visited 1n
one quatrain Of Venha metro in honour: of esch shrine.
now extant and they find place in the 11th section,
at Chidambaram.

allava
e of king, gave up
any shrines apd sang
Of these twenty are
He spent his lagt days

18, Cheraman Perumal. We have alread
king as a friend of Sundaramurthi Nayanar.
Bhanaputrar, who had been despatched o
Though the honours of royalty were thrust upo
and utilised them only in helping the poor and
to have got upon a horse and followed Saint Su
Kailas on a white elephant. When he vis;t
devotional song of Ponvannathantadi {Gur
was given the privilege of listening to the soun
legs. After reaching Kailas be is said tq have
(sar# gsrer 2aun) which was sent down to
through Sathanar. These two works fing
Tirumural,

y heard of thig Chera
It was he thag 8ave wealth to
his courg by God Siva himself,
n bim, he little careg for them
saintly devotees. He is said
ndara Murthi riding townrda
ed Chidarsbaram he sang hig
GRT Gy S56818) for which he
d of the gnklet in the lord’g
sung the Kailgsq Gnana Ula
earth for the henefit of mankind
place in the 11th seetion of she
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19. Nakkirar is deliberately spoken of ag the famous President of the
third Tamil Sangam, who picked up a quarrel with God Siva Himself ip a
song sung by him for the benefit of Tarumi (#@<) a devotee. Nukkirar denied
the truth of the statement contained in it, for which God Siva got enraged
und was about to burn him away by opening his third eye. Nakkirar is said
to have flung himself into a tank and sang to appease the Lord’s wrath the
following poems:— Tiruvezhue Kutrirukkai (9@Gap s pdrmsms) Perum
Teva Pani, kovapprasatham (Gums Csa Lrenf), Qera’ifrersw), The Lord
of Kailas pardoned him and sent him on a travel towards Kailas. e reached
Tiruveengoimount (#BF2CQseriw?w) \where he sang a song of 70 stanzas in
honour of the deity there. He there addressed the cloud in S stanzas and
left for Tiruvalanchuzi (§maagref). He composed there a poem known as
Tiruvalanchuzi Mummanikkovai (Amawgsy qowsPiQaraa). He then
went to Kalahasti, where he sang a song in Agaval Metre kuown as Potrittiru
Agaval (Curpnlg smese), He was so well impresgsed with the devotion -of
Kannappa Nayanar that he sang of his glory in a poem called Tirukkannappa
Tevar Tirumaram (#@me ey Qgai &wopo), Then he marehed on to-
wards mount Kailus. The story of his baing caught by a demon and released
through the intercession of God Muruga has heen ingeniously tacked on here
as an episode,

He returred to Kalahasti at the bidding of God Muruga and saog a
peem curiously styled as “half Kailas and half-Kalahasti” —(ur 3 e»sl%v a7 2
srarTs ), He is said to have ended his earthy existence there.

There can be no greater travesty of truth than this fable of Nakkirar's
adventures. The Sangham Nukkirar could not have had all these adventures
and in all probability some bold man has zssumed his name and sung these
poeins. The style, diction, metre, matter and everything connected with
them are quite modern and it must be presumed that it is an outrage done
to the great Sangam poet. These poems find place in the 11th Seetion.

WILD LIFE IN SOUTHERN INDIA.
(Contributed.)

———f—

Amongst the many and great changes which have .bee_n
taking place in India during recent years there is one which is
not commonly known and which, if it were realized, would
excite the svipathy of all rightininded people. The change
referred to is that which has taken place with regard to tho
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destruction of wild animals, chiefly in order that their meat may
be sold to enrich people who have no consideration for the lives
of any living creatures in the wild state.. No doubt Providenge
provided many of the wild animals for the use of Man and until
recently in India, Man used this gift wisely. Nowadays, how-
ever, the march of civilization which has brought the motor oat
electric torches and cheap fire arms has made the destruo(;io,;
of Wild Life so much more easy than it used to be that uhless
Public opinion is stirred up to put a stop to the rutbless destruc-
tion that is going on, a time Will arrive at no distant date when
many species will cease to exist. What is happening in Southerp
India is also happening in other parts of the world. In several
countries the Public have become alive to what is going on gnd
have decided that unscrapulous -people must not be allowed to
make money by going about at night with electric lights or in
cars, shooting any wild animals that they may see, including
females and young ones. In these countrics Societies have been
formed in order to take steps to put a stop to the indiscriminate
destruction of Wild Life and to help the Government in enforc-
ing the existing laws. There is no doubt thag Southern Tngj

should not be backward in following so admivable ap Exém ]a.
and it is understood that his Excellency the Governor of Madf )
intends shortly to invite all those interested ip Preventin t,zs
wholesale slaughter of our wild animals to attend g public mg e
in Madras, over which he will preside, with the object of ¢ eet?ng
a Society for the Preservation of Wild T.ife i Souther 0;[1]1!:1

It is sincerely to be hoped that all thoge whe read this ‘:'l ndia,
a point of discussing this new and very interesting sub; 1] ma~ke'
their friends and that as many as pogsibja will attend bj;fCt N
ing and join the Society. € meet-

NOTES.

By Prof. C. A. Krishnamurti, M.A., F.R.E.S., Associate Fditor.

THE Quinquennial report on the state and progress of Edu-
cation ir the Central Provinces and Berar issued by the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction is interesting and instructive. We
of this province would find food for thonght as some of our

problems are not dissimilar. We find
Iiducation in Central certain general fea tures in the Report—a
Provinces and Berar  great increase in the number of High

Schools and in the number of pupils
attending.  The increase in the number of girls is particularly
marked. But there has been a decrease in the number of
primary schools for bovs, though there has been an increase
in the number of pupils attending. The increase in the number
of girls attending primary schools is striking. The inference can
be that female education is rapidly progressing, but there is evi-
dence of langour in the education of males especially in the
elementary stage. The efforts of the Government or the Depart-
ment are not lacking but the respounse from the public and of
the teaching staff and the intelligent co-operation of the local
bodies seem to be lacking and this, in addition to the fact that
the province itself is not generally so fortunately sitnated as
Madras, Bombay or Bengal must account for the features re-
vealed by the Report.

Some of the outstanding events of the period under review
that are of general educational interest may be referred to briefly
here. Three Committees were appointed to examine the impor-
tant questions of Girls’ edncation, the revision of the Curricula
of Middle and High Schools and the prescription of Readers
for primary schools. Government passed orders on these reports
and vappropriate action was taken thereupon.

The revision of the Educational Manual, the -creation
of the University Training Corps, the appointment of a Superin-
tondent of Physical Training, the introduction of compulsory
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primary education in 22 municipal areas and 351 villa h

establishment of village libraries, agricultural instrugf' . t‘e
schools and a Vernacular Literary Academy for the o
are pleasant features to be referred to in a review of bhispf;ioz(lime

But the report does neither conceal ;
facts which had better not have been at 23? gIFozi C;Vez Certal.n
oceurs in the report that the administration of the schrgf)lance’. 1t
tained by the local bodies was generally speaking, n bs mal.n—
f&ct(.n.y at all. Therc are serious defects in Primar? ,Fd\(lj ;atls"
the. immense wastage and stagnation of pupils, the o; S& o
larity of attendance and the excessive numbe;* of : - flrregu-
. tga‘chers.‘ The neglect of local authorities in enforc'ra‘-ns o 9f
| bility on their teaching staff who are utilised for 1 mi; TeSp'onsl-

purposes, the dilatoriness in the payment of gg)a, o £ o
by these bodies who are also given to generally nf;ni(i .te%ll‘:'s
"1ng e

| advme’ of educational officers are features calline for ; )
attention from the parties concerned. B lor 1mmediate

Other features of the reporg

dﬂone b\ Christian Missions WI;IO Of:: ggg g OO(.i X
Collegiate to the Primary standard in t};e tostitutions from the
uumber of pupils in these institutions is p;'g‘ggce,' The total
Hindu-managed institutions might take g 359 in 1931-39,
statistics. - ° - alesson {rom thege

and steady work

Coming to University education
tere?st. A bequest of nearly Rs, 34 laki)g
University for the teaching of Applieq S
to Hindu students domiciled for Anot; 1 © stry
province. The donor is the late Rao e]s};,h d in the
narayanan of Kamptee. “Civics and Pu‘b].a. ur D Lakshj-
is an optional subject for the Intermedigte g ad.mmistratio,r,
proposal to make Military Science an t Xamination, The
B. A. had to be kept in abeyance owip tp wonal ‘S“bjeCt for the
1t is interesting to note that no bookg © financi

1930-31 for the University Library, fo, \:Zrte lf)urchased during
e v 0 fuhds. [+

the following gare of in-
pas been givey to the
lence and  Cheppj
8 than 6 yeq,g

The study of vernacular 1
‘ \ . ; T literat :
Aslusta.nt PfofeSSOI's in Hindi ang Mamtl}llrie 1: Uup to M, A. and
~colleges. There was an incregge iy the nurebappomced m two
toer of st .
Stldents
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colleges. A Principal, however,, notes “g steady decline in the
quality of students.” Corporste sctivities amopg students are
increasing, some of them directed to the study of social problems.

In the field of Secondary education, the usnal difficulties
in adopting & vernncular wedinm are felt. In physical edu-
cation the “class” svstem of games has been given up, teams are
organised on & physical basis of height and skill. Rhythmic
exercises and boxing have been included. Medical inspection
tonds to be perfunctory. The habit of general reading has nob
heen developed. 'There are factory schools, Night schools, and
practical instruction in arts and industries is given in the
Boretal Institute af Narsinghpur. There is only gxtra~provineial
provision for technical training. 'There are industrial schoots for
hoys and girls. There are conferences of teachers and Ladies’
Committees to reflect thietr own opinion. ,

As regards religious and moral instraction, the attitade
of Government is one of sytapathetic peutrality sowards the
former: regarding the latter, it depends upon & number of {actors
wherein the personality of the tracher, particularly of the head
of the institation, is allamportant.

In conclusion, and in bricf, the provinee may be said to
be cducationally progressing on the wholo on  healthy lines,
certain obstacles notwithstanding. A five-year plan econcentra-
ting on the rectification of the defects can be nsefully thought
of for the next guinguenniuni,

e

TaMir Lovers' CONFERENCE.

All overs  of Tamil should be indebted to the Madras
Library Association for the serious attempts it has been making
“to hold a Tamil-Lovers’ Conference. T.eaflets setting forth the
airns and objects of the Conference have been broadecast profusely,
and we are sure every nook and corner of the Presidency wonld
have come to know of and  appreciate the Association's efforts
and sacrifice in this direction. The Tamilloving public of this
Presidency wil be repaying the organisers it they will promptly
enyol themselves as members of the Reception Commitiee,
" donate munificently and otherwise contribute to the suocess by
complying with the requests of the President of the Madras
Tibrary Association, Madras, as appearing in his cirenlar lotiers,
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1. Great Expectations: (Retold from Charles Dickens’ Novel) and

2. Golden Stories: by Arthur Mee, Published by M.V.M. Sundaram Bros.,
Triplicane, Madras., Price As. 10 and 6 respectively.

Counsequent on the recent circular of the D. P. 1. dispensing with the
prescription of books for non-detailed study in the higher forms for examinatior,
it becomes necessary that special class libraries should be formed to encourage
reading habit among pupils. Books by standard modern authors have need to
be placed in their hands for light reading. There are many in the field suitable
for the purpose, and the books under review are a welcome addition to them.
Compiled by an experienced Head-master, they are valuable as supplementary
readers. They have been got up with care and neatness, and the prices
re-sonab'e enough to bring them within easy reach of all pupils. Students wiil
be profitedby studying them.

3. Ettie ng: By Elizabeth Murch: Meador DPublishing Company,
Boston, Massachusetts. Price 1 dollar,

Ettie May is a collection of Vermont stories for children. Littie May,
Isabel and Nellie form a charming group of sisters whose speech and actions
give us a deep insight into child psychology. The episodes centering round
Yittie developing from a dreamy cherub into a knowing,worldly girl knocking at
hard realities, make exquisite reading. One ecannot escape enjoying Lttie's
construction on Frank's ‘furlough’ and Isabel’s commentary on its significance.
The simple style and the excellent get-up should make the booklet a favourite
with all parents,

4. Thirteen Years in Hell: By Harry W. Zander. Meador Publishing
Company, Boston, Massachusetts. 307 pages. Price: 2 Dollars, (Fine
cloth hound). '

The sufferings of soldiers in the great World War should have mude
somse at any rate look upon it as a Hell, The present book is a reéord of the
‘blood and thunder’ experiences of Harry W. Zander, an American Service
Officer, while in active service. Herein he gives a vivid, graphic picture of
his life during the thirteen years he was engaged in BEurope. Divesting the
account of sordid vulgarities and using fictitious names to avoid personal refe-
rences, the author has attempted an authentic narration of the bardships and
tragic conditions under which soldiers had to face the enemy. Readers will jnci-
dentally learn valuable information about the War Zone, the physical features
of the countries and some idea of the nature of the people therein, The book
makes interesting reading.
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V. S. Raman Vaidypar & Bros.,

SWARAJYA PHARMACY,
(REGISTERED.)

ALWAYE.
( Branches:-Chalakudi & Karupadanna.)

Consultations regarding disease, diagnosis, the symptomns of which when
intimated, are being promptly complied with free of charge.

We have many of the Ayurvedic medicines prepared according to the
strict prescriptions enjoined in Ayurveda with the full process inculeated
therein and offer them to the public at the lowest price both on retail and
wholesale rates: genuineness and purity of which we could guarantee. In
addition to this we bave in stock all the country herbs and other medicinal
ingredients ready for sale

It is with a view to prove to the public the poteney and marvellous
result of the system of Ayurvedic pharmacopoeia and thereby inake them
appreciate its value, that we have quoted the lowest price in the marke;
Besides, we could convince patients of the economic value of adopting the.
holy and antigue-oriental system ol treatment for which we have S’;)eciul
facilities in the collection of herbacious medicines: And hence it is possible
to sell medicines at such low rates.

Medicines are despatched by V. P. system on application.

Rs. As. Re. A

Asoko Ghritha per 1b. 3 8 | Adhayarishta por 24 o s. Ag,
Indu Kanta Gritha " 30 Bottle " 0
Kalsana Gritha " 3 0 | Dasamoolarishta 2
Saraswathu Gritha " 4 0 | Drakshasava ” : 0
Sukumara Gritha " g g ]IJ{Oh:gava " I 8
Schagaladya Gritha " asthuryadi Pills "
Thithaka Gritha " 30 N?'Sikachuma, Vataka I};Grr)!O'O (3] 0
Agasthya Rasayana " 0 12 | Virechana Pillg per DOA' 0 6
Ajamamsa Rassyana 2 0 | Rasa Bhasma o Toi. 6
Chyavana Prasa =~ 1 8 | Asana Vilvadi Thaila 24 ola. % 0
Kankayana Modeka ., 3 0 | Pinda Thaila it 0z. 8
Kasthuryadi Leha " 10 0 | Balaguluchyad; Thail, ment) | §
Mahat Chinchadi Leha ,, 20 alaswagandhadi Thaila 8
Maha Vilvadi Leba 2 0 | Suhachand: Try e 2 8
Madhusnuhi Rasayana ., 30 hanwantari Thaila medien 2 8
Musalyadi Rasavana . 7 8 times por op icated
Narasimha Rasayana . 3 0 | Ksheerabala Thajls me ook 3 0
Patavaladi Leha " 1 0 imes per o icated

For further Particulars write ¢o.. 28
Telegrams:— THE MANAGER

“SWARAJYA” SWARAJYA PH ARMACY
ALWAYE. ALWAYE, (Travancore.) ’

The Choicest Perfume of the Age

“National Flower Dust”

The latest discovery in scent science.
The sweetest and the most lasting of all natural Flower

Perfumes Foxr
WARD ROBE Or POCKET
DRAWING ROOM Or BALL ROOM

Sold Everywhere:

Elephant Brand (Regd). Sandanadhi Thailam.

(looling and refreshing Oil for the hair

Manufacturers:

M. Kather Sahib & Sons,

PERFUMERS. MADURA.

OUR SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS

1. Garuda and Anjaneva 0—4-—0
a9, Avatars of Vishnu 0—4-_0
3. Jesus Christ 0.—-5—0
4, Tales of all Thime 0-~-6—0
5. Rama, the Tdeal Son 0—4—0
6. Aesop’s Fables T 0—-3—0
7. Do. 1T 0—4_0
8. TKarna, the Warrior 0-—6—0
9. Stories fromn Shakespeare (-12—0
SUITABLE FOR HIGHER FORMS.
1. Tamil Poetical Selections 0—5—0
9. Nitthilakavai—a collection of Tamil Poems.... 0-10—0
3. Selections from Prose & Poetry in Tamil Book T 0-10—0
4. Do. Book IT  0--10—0

Write to:—
V. S. SWAMINATHAN,
Publisher,
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OBJECTIVE TESTS.
By Mr. A. 8. VENKATARAMAN, B.A., LT,

(concluded from the last issuc)

Omrter "Pypes,

The completion type is the easiest to make but it is rather
hard to vender it valid or make it test what the examiner wants
to.  Cortain kev-words that are omitted, must be filled in. The
form of expression or the knowledge of a fact is tested according
as eertain words are lefs out.  The difficulty arises with regard
to the words that inay be omitted. It will however be noted that
the more familiar may be owmitted and the less famihar 1s stated,
ag 1t s a well-known principle in psychology that recognition 1s
aasier than reealling.,  The more familiar can be easily /recalled
and so may weil be omitted while the less familiar, as being
ditticult to be re-called, has to be stated or recognised. This test
is valuable in Mathematics, language and sciences and is at the
same time adapted to onr Vernaculars. It commands a peeuliar
valae beeause it ix found highly usefal in testing o knowledge of
definitions.

'The next tyvpe for our consideration is the single-answer-
multiple choice type.  Severnl answers are suggested because
ceveral alternatives are viven and the pupil is called upon to
choose one of them.  When it is remembered that we have long
made the pupil relv on memory or encouraged rote memory, it
mav be difficult now for the pupil to be asked to nuse his powers
of reasoning. 1t will be veadily conceded that reasoning is more
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important than memory and so requires cultivation. 1In the
illustration, “The Himalayas are cold, because they are near
the North Pole, their altitude is high, the rainfall is heavy, the
glaciers make it cold”, the pupil is to choose or underline the
cause that he deems proper. If two fairly good explanations are

gigen; there is a certain risk and the pupil will be placed in
a 11X,

The “ Rankingin-order” type is useful in Fistory
and Greography. Events of history may be arranged in the order

of ocgurrence or cities and countries have to be ranked in regard
to their size, population, area etec.

TeESTS IN DIFFEREXT SUBRJECTS.

V\"e have so far considered the points for guidance in the
preparation of new tests in general. T.et us now take some
subjects for a casnal treatment in the light of suggestions out-
lined in this short article.

1. ExcrisH,

. It is clear to every one that the tendency in modern
Einglish is towards the short sentence as against the long loose
sentence or the majestic periodic structure. The exercises or the

questions forming the new English test may be indicated
below:—

(2) A short list of words is given first and another list
is given below it. Tt is for the pupils to choose from the latter
list, words which form the opposite to the words in the first list.

(b) Pairs of words are arranged opposite to ope
another. The pupils are asked to say if they are the same or
opposite in meaning. If this is not known, it has also to be
indicated. The symbols to be used are S, O and N. K.

_ (c) A sentence is given with one or two words left out
The suitable words is to be chosen from among the w ‘

- ords give
in brackets. given

(d) A set of proverbs is given first, and a number of
sentences conveying the meaning of each of the proverbs It i
for the pupils to indicate by letters such sentences, one b ;' on \
that gives the suitable meaning of each of the proverbs. 7 ®
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(¢) Words and groups of words in a sentence are
numbered and dis-arranged. It is for the pupils to re-arrange
the words or groups and suggest the order by writing down the
numbers. In the new test, silent reading rather than loud read-
ing is advocated and comprehension rather than elocution is

tested.
2. (FE0GRAPHY.

In this department there has been a pretty rapid change in
the quarter of a century. Geography has passed out the bounds
of the factual stage into the region of rationalisation. The
unit of study is the natural region. Some of the suitable ques-
tions may be hére shown.

(a) Given a map with numbers instead of the names
of places, the number close to a dot standing for a town and the
number close to a cross representing a river, given also several
nares, the pupils are required to put down on the answer-paper
the number that stands for the places named in the first thirty
questions.

(b) Distance between place and place in a given map.
(¢) Missing words to be supplied.
(d) True-false statements.

3. History.

It is evident that history also is becoming less factual and
more rational. The stress on names, dates and events has been
shifted to causes and consequences ; so also from military
matters to political matters, from political matters to social
matters, from Kings and Queens to the Commons.

Some of the more common forms of tests are shown here
below:—

(1) A list of persons is given and the pupils are asked
to choose the name of the man who lived the longest time ago.

(2) From a given list of names or events, the pupils are
asked to select the important.

(3) Three or four causes and one effect are written
down and the pupils are to mark off the effect.
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(4) Oune avent is written, typed or printed in capitals
and four or morve events ‘r small letters. The pupils are to draw

a line under the event caused directly or indirectly by the event
in capibals.

{(5) The missing words in a sentence are to be supplied.

(6) A number of dates is given to precede, accompauy
or sueceed a number of even.s. Pupils are asked to assign pro-
per dates to the events,

(7) A nmmnber of sentences is written. Names in
brackets are enbtered. Pupils are asked to choose the word

each sentence that will make the statement true.

(%) The missing words ave o be supplied where the

nutuber of the question appears in a given number of paragraphs’

e.¢. TBugland became Protestant in the reign of (1) and

tinally in the reign of (2) but the separation from Rowe took
place in the reign of (3)

(9) True-False statemonts.

Naine of the items. (e.g. a Geography test) A new-type
test in Geography may be made to cousist of True-False Test,
1t items, multiple choice test, 12 items, completion test, 60 blanks,
and Multiple-Answer, 24 items.  The test is for an hour only.

Scoring and evaluation. Scorring appears to be a strennous
process aud evaluation a trying business, A little expericnce
however shows that even clerks can attempt it. A distinction
is often made between scores and marks. Marks are given on
the basis of per cent and the score equals the number of correct
answers. A rough and ready formula for the conversion of
scores into marks is somewhat in the nature of the following:—-

Mark = LeWs Gorrect{ie.score) g4
total items.

A point for consideration is if the items in different types are
of equal value. There isan un-written law or convention in
relation to this:—
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3 True-false items = 3 completion items = 2 multiple
choice items. It is unnecessary to mention that several types of
tests in one paper are essential, though the traditional type of
questions also is sometimes added.

Objections answered.  There are possible objections
against new type tests. One is that there is liftle scope for
originality. 'We wonder if it is easily measurable. It is con-
tended that only unimportant details are tested. Now this
objection owes its origin to an imperfect conception of the new
type. As a matter of fact, the new type can be rendered suitable
to test unimportant as well as important details with equal
precision. What is Ciesar’s must be rendered unto Cesar and
the traditional type, it must be admitted, has a function to
accomplish (fulfil) in short, in formal class-room tests, in small
classes and as affording pretty good practice in essay-writing.
Kssay-writing can be tested only by setting essays.

Conclusion. The now type test has a bright future
before 1t, though it has been dis-countenanced in the Madras
Academic Council. 1t will be realised that the new tests are
more valid than the Traditional type (i-e. they test only the
items to be tested more reliable because more constant and more
objective, as the subjective influences at work are sought to be
reduced and ulimately to be avioded altogether. ‘Che examiners
then will not make a fool of themselves.

THE MADRAS UNIVERSITY
| AND
THE S.S. L. C. CURRICULUM.

By Mg. A. V. K. KrisENA MENON, M.A., B.L., L.T.
_—.;;__.‘

1. The maiu difficulty in framing a suitable High school
curriculum is, as watters stand at present, that the curriculum
has to be acceptable to the Madras and Aundhra Universities
and bas also to meet the needs of a course of useful secondary
education. In fact, the revised S. S. L. C. Scheme of 1929
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(revising the scheme of 1910) was the outcome of & compromise
between the Government and the Madras University. A short
history of the S.8.1..C. Scheme will make this clear and will
not, therefore, be out of place here.

2. The old system of Secondary education with the
Matriculation Examination at the end of the school course was
found very unsatisfactory and in 1908, a Committee was appoint-
ed by the Government to improve the system and bring about
a much needed change. The Government stated in their order
appointing the committee that ‘“they wished to replace the
Matriculation Examination by a School Final Examination
which would serve both as an entrance test for the public
service and as a final test for young men who were leaving school
and who desired to enter a school for professional or technical
training not connected with the University”, that “the new
Examination should embrace a wider range of studies than the
Matriculation Examination and guarantee not merely that 2
boy had passed a certain test but also that he had got through
a definite course of study in a recognised school. conducting
himself in a satisfactory manner” and that “the exarina-
tion had to be acceptable to the Madras University us a
substitute for the Matriculation Examination”.

3. The Committee which consisted of eminent educa-
tionists drew up a scheme which, after approval by the Govern-
ment, was accepted by the Madras University and was
introduced in 1910, There were three groups of studies under
this scheme, namely, A group consisting of English, a second
langnage and Elementary Mathematics, B group consisting of
History, Geography and Elementary Science and C group
consisting of many subjects out of which two had to be selected
by the student. This scheme was worked for a few years but
failed to give satisfaction. One of its most glaring defects
was early specialisation; another was the neglect of subjects
like Elementary Science, History and Geography in which there
was no examination.

4, In 1921, the Government appointed a Committee
under the Chairmanship of Sir Venkataratnam to look into
the matter. A report was submitted but it was not acted upon.
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5. Another Committee, the Secondary Kducation
Reorganisation Committee, went into the question but nothing
came of its enquiry either.

6. It was then that the Madras University, alarmed at
the unsatisfactory equipment of students entering the colleges,
appointed a committee to consider the question of taking away
the recognition given to the S.S. L. C. Examination a8 an
entrance fest and replacing it by its own Matriculation Exami-
nation. This ultimately led to a compromise between the
University and the Government according to which the latter
agreed to transfer the B group subjects (History, Geography
and Elementary Science) into the 4 group. The scheme of 1910
was materially altered and the revised scheme came into force
iIn 1929. Under the scheme which is now foliowed in onr
schools, there are three groups for study, namely, 4 group
consisting of English, a second language, Rlementary Mathe-
matics, Elementary Science, History and Geograpby, B group
consisting of Manual training, Drawing etc., and C group
consisting of many subjects out of which one has to be selected
by the student.

-

. 'This scheme was received with satisfaction and the
only complaint against it till now has been that the syllabuses
in History, Geography and Elementary Science are a bit beavy
and that the C subjects is an unnecessary burden to the young
students who without it have to study as many as six
subjects.

8. Andnow comes the strange part of this history. Though
the scheme of 1910 was revised in the manner suggested by the
Madras University and though it had not been given a fair trial
like its predecessor, the Syndicate appointed a Committee in
1931, even before the first examination unnder the scheme, to
consider the question of altering it. This' Committee went on
with its work and at last, in consultatien with the S. 8. L. C.
Board, has sow evolved a new scheme which briefly is this.
There are to be three compulsory subjects, namely, English,
a second language and FElementary Mathematics, and twa
optional subjects to be selected out of a number of varied
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subjects. It is curious to note that History, Geography and
Elementary Science are not to be studied as compulsory subjects

even though the University insisted on their inclusion in the
A4 group in the scheme of 1929,

9. This new scheme was placed before the Academic
Council at its meeting on the 28th August for its approvall
apd scceptance. A keen discussion took place and divergent
views were put forward. The scheme placed before the Council
was disapproved and an amendment to include History, Geogra-
phy and Elementary Science in the 4 group and to rel;}OYe the

C grou.{) in foto was passed by a majority. The result is that
according to the scheme accepted by the (

jouncil, there are to
be only two groups mnamely, A group consisting of English, a

se?ond langnage, Elementary Mathematics, Elementa,ry Science
H\s-to.ry and Geography and B group consisting of Ma.nua;
training ete. In other words, the Academic Council is n f

of the present scheme without the C group, avour

10. " The decision, 30 far as the needs of
are concerned, is, in my opinion, quite correct,
student who has not had instruction in the gjx compulsor
subjects in the A group is not eligible for adxrxi§5i0§ t((:ly
University course of study. To exclude subjects like Histo a
(teography and Elementary Science from g scherae of Second D
education witl result in the production of badly equi arg
students who are likely to lower the standard of our UniVe»rZ?te
The Madras Universitv which has all along had a re utati y.
for high standards has, therefore, acted wisely in rejecfin ;‘};n
new scheme. Regarding the abolition of C group, o ii' €
diifer but it cannot be said that the University will in 35 10ns
suffer on account of the want of an opticnal subject ii v:iy
school course. For the Matriculation Examination ‘conduct ¢
by the University, there are only six compulsory s“bject,c ed
the A group mentioned above and no member of the Uniy 8 .of
has desired a change in the curricalum prescribeg. ¢ ersity
examination. It is, therefore, clear that the abolition Orfthls
C group will not adversely aflect thisstandard of the Univ:rs:the

¥

the University
L think that o
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11. But the matter does not end here. The Govern-
ment have now to consider very carefully in all bearings the °
question whether the scheme which has now been accepted by
the University will develop Secondary Education on healthy
lines or not. It is a thorny question and ought not to be disposed
of in haste. As Mr. Champion said at the meeting, ‘“the
question whether the Secondary Education should consist only
of compulsory subjects or should consist also of optional
subjects is one over which controversy has waged for many yesars
and in many countries”’. Optiopal subjects have some advan-
tages, no doubt, but they increase the strain on our yovng boys
and girle and have, so far, produced no good resuli. In the
course of the discussion in the Academic Council, the Director
remarked that most of the students took up Mathematics as
their optional subjects under the present scheme. This is a
strong argument against the introduction of optional subjects,
for it shows that the students at this stage are not able to
select for themselves subjects for which they have a natural
aptitude but have to be guided—or rather they are misguided—
in their selection by their parents, teachers or friends.

12. A Via media has, therefore, to be found which will
effect a happy compromise, uuless it be that the university
resolves to have its own entrance test for the admission of
students into its sacred portals. It is earnestly hoped that
a proper solution will be arrived at before long and that once
a scheme is settled it will be given a fair trial before a change
is thought of. There is no hurry, as the present scheme with-
out the C group and with a few alterations in the syllabuses
in Elementary Mathematics, Elementary Science, History and
Geography may be worked with advantage until a better one
is introduced.: Festina lente! ‘



FATHER CARTY'S CONVOCATION
ADDRESS.

By ME. R. NARAYANASWAMI, M. A,

Father Carty’s address at the last Madras University
Convocation is a masterly and penetrative analysis of the rf)ob
problems of a University, rare to be met with in the Convoca.tnog
addresses of the usual rut. In the address, Father Carty exami-
nes at length the questions as what a university stands for &'nd
what are its functions and enters a strong plea for a sound in-
tellectual culture, the urgent need for which in the present day
world so full of the sense of perplexity and frustration is only
too obvious.

The great Professor of Economics deals with the much-
discussed question whether Research or teaching should be the
primary function of a University in a keen spirit and after
allowing that there is no strict separation between the two ar‘mS,
concludes that emphasis must however primarily be laid on, ‘.the
diffusion and extension of knowledge, the teaching as distinct
from the discovery of it.” In support of this contention he says
that it is the very many non-university agencies that have been
and are responsible for so much of research today and that a
function shared with so many other diverse organisations could
not be regarded as the specific object of a Universi%y'. Al.‘ld he
proceeds to say that we can conceive of a Univers%lhy without
research departments but not of one withont imparting culture.

It appears difficult to accept Father Carty’s conclusion.
Modern notions capnot separate research from the 1dea of %
University. Mere imparting of already existing knowlgdge was
perhaps the sole and protably the exciusive aim of pniversities
fourded in the past. Nowadays a University has come t0 be
so inseparably connected with research that the ﬁr§t qugstan asked
on mooting a proposal for founding a new 1]111\'er§1ty is—Are
theve any special facilities in that area for prosecutmg res.earc.h
in a particular subject® Not only that; & new TUniversity 18
brought into being on the express condition ‘Lhat far from mgrely
duplicating the teaching work of others it will parsue m &
special line of research and try to add to the_sum total of know-
ledge. I would invite a reference to the views expressed and
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discussions that took place in our own province at the inception
of the Andhra and Annamalai Universities. Fven the Madras
University which did neither teacking nor research work till
lately and which was a mere examining body, could not but fall
in line with the trend of opinion and open research departments
in Zoology, Indian History etec. Thus the move is towards
making research part and parcel of the idea of a University and
not towards making it optional. Of course the function of
teaching or diffusion of knowledge is a very obvious and a very
toportant function of the University. But a University that
excludes any other function except that is bound, now and in the
future, to lead a dull and dwindling existence and all the money
and energy spent on it could not be regarded as having been
spent on the ideal it stands for viz. the search for truth, the
quest to rise higher and higher in intellectual endeavours.

India today needs more tham any other coumtry, the
founding of such Universities as will unveil the hidden treasures
of life for whieh work she offers limitless facilities.

If research has so far been specially the work of non-
University bodies, it was because Universities religiously
refrained frow it. {/niversities are perhaps better-fitted for research
by reason of their greater command over resources, monetary as
well as intellectual.  The only care that has however to be taken
1s to ensure steadiness in the pursuits in this iine.

In this connection, I cannot help saying with Mr. Little-

hailes that greater sud greater democratisation of our Universi-
ties 18 not all to the vood.

Father Carty refers to the utility value of studying in
Universities and rightly condemus the habit of measuring Uni-
versity knowledge in terms of well-remuanerated appointments.
He pertinently asks, “Do the parents expect iimediate economic
advantage from the sports and physical training their children
undergo in schools and colleges?”’, and concludes that if a healthy
body is a good in itself and worthy of endeavonrs a cultured
intellect is too a greater good in itself. Of course in the India of
today a University degree is considered as a passport to the job
of lifel—bug this 1dea must and Wwill go in the mear future.
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Father Carty approvingly refers to the widening of the field of
Universiy education to include commerce etc. but defends the
Madras University for not having yet produced Bachelors of
Commerce on the score that there is not the demand yet for such
bachelors. May T argue the other way? It is enterprise that is so
much in need to day and none can and will take that enterprise
and initiative in commercial ard industrious pursuits except the
properly equipped bachelors. The University cannot therefore
absolve itself entirely from blame in this respect.

The distinguished Father then asks, “Of the young men
who have entered a profession, are there many who have g
library and keep improving it, who seek in their leisure moments
to keep abreast of the thoughts of the day by means of something
more substantial than daily papers?”’ There can be vo disputing the
fact that the mind of the voung graduate ought never to be allowed
to get rusty after the University period and ought to be cultivat-
ed for further advance. But the sad fact in poverty-stricken
India of today is that the struggle for existence, what with poor
pay and heavy commitments domestic and otherwise of the
average graduate is the all important factor that decides the
course he or she pursues. The hope seems only to lie in the
better days to come, in the spacious days under the comip
Indianised responsible government. 8

Father Carty’s concluding advice to the graduates is vepy
timely. “You are coming into a world in which it ig fashion ¢
question old ideas and traditions because they are old, This iy
a poor standard to judge by because things old are not ne o
old-fashioned; and the danger is that respectable traditions and
even fundamental truths, ethical, social and religious, may be
superseded by unworthy substitutes”. Recent events ,-,f th
social, political, and religious spheres of life in our coﬁntr” hévz

cessarily

only proved the necessity for such advice. Would that it be.
more widely realised that in the adoption or in the ada'ptation’" .";;:L.;“
0 L '\

past traditions to present exigencies neither p
nor a rash leap in the dark would help!

——————

arrow conservatism, ‘

PEDAGOGICS THROUGH THE AGES.

(continued from the lasi issue as Chapter X.)

By Mr. K. S. RaMaswaMI SASTRI, B-A, B.L.

——e——

MucH is said of the Project Method now-a-days. Tt is
the application of purposiveness to the educative process and it
emphasises also the need for a personal appeal in education. Tt
makes the pupils work out the project as a fact. For example,
a class of boys may be asked to carry out the project of cultiva-
ting a field or building a house. By that means they learn
practically abstract sciences as well as applied sciences. They
study in a pragmatic way Arithmetic, Geometry, Sanitation,
Irrigation, Geology, Geography, Physiography, Chemistry, Phy-
sics, etc. by doing something in whizh a knowledge of all of
these is involved. An experiment in this dirsction is being
tried at Moga in the Punjab by Mr. W. J. Mackee. The pro-
ject method enables the boy to adjust himself to the group-life
by practically learning group activities. The idea underlying
it 1s a geod and sensible one but it mnay easily degenerate intoa
faddism. The play way and the group-work way are good to
correct bookishness but may be overdone. Scouting is another
effort in the same direction. But what we have to guard
against is making a fetish of this or that foreign experiment. We
have to grow according to our own genius and attend to the all-
round development of the child while borrowing all helpful and
progressive ideas from abroad.

Though Bertrand Russell is not a member of the teaching
profession, he is one of the foremost thinkers of the day and
hence a teacher of teachers. He says rightly in his work On
Education: “The education we desire for our children must
depend upon our ideals of human character and our hopes as to
the part they are to play in the community’’. He rightly urges
that “progress should not be sacrificed to a mechanical equality”.
He says: “A community of men and women possessing vitality,
courage, sensitiveness, and intelligence, in the highest degree
that education can proeduce, would be very  difterent from .any-
thing that has hitherto existed”. How is this to be achieved?
He says: “I attach great weight to modern psychological dis-
coveries which tend to show that character is deterinined to
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a much greater extent than was thought by the most enthusias-
tic educationists of former generations”. India had emphasised
this trutk in the past but as the West could not accep;: ‘it
modern India which is its humble disciple and imitator woul(i
not admit it either. Bertrand Russell, though it is g ’pity he
?S not a man of piety or spirituality, stresses the enormous
immportance of early education of character from boyhood
upwards. Educate the child into fearlessness. (tive full scope
to his instinct of play and to his fancy and imagination. Russe”
says: “To kill faney in childhood is to make a slave to
what exists, a creature tethered to earth and therefore unable o
f:reate heaven”. Keep him happy. “Itis not through sufier-
Ing that children learn virtue, but through happiness ang
health”. Teach him to be truthful. Keep him in the compan

of other children so that his instincts of sympathy and aﬂ'ectioxyx

may grow and glow.  “Affection cannot be created, it can only
be liberated.

When after such education of character and along with
it the right kind of intellectual education is given the best re-
sults will follow. The intellectual education should bring such
fine qualities as “curiosity, open-mindedness, belief that knov;r-
ledge is possible though difficult, patience, mdustry, concey-
tration, and exactness”. He stresses further an i’nul)orté nt
aspect that is sadly neglected to-day. He says: “Thronah n
education, from the first day to the last, there sh()ug[d Ogt
a sense of intellectual adventure. Tnitiative and individ 'el
work give the pupil the opportunity of discovery and thug af(fm
the sense of mental adventure far more often and more ke Orld
than is possible where everything is taught in class. Wheren y
1t is pessible, let the student be active rather than passive '91;’(71-
is one of the secrets of making education a happiness r thus
than a torment”. 'This sense of intellectual] a.dveutu;‘e i: ter
keenest pleasure in life next to the joys of meditation and he
realisation of god-  When such boys and girls go to the uni o
sity the best results will' accrue to them and to the fllyer-
Russell says: “Research is at least as important as e, Iut,?on.
New knowledge is the chief cause of progress, ang Wit;]ca,tlog.
the world would soon becoine stationary.” out it

~
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Russell gives us a noble picture of the new world as rege-
nerated by the new edncation. He says: “Knowledge is the
Iiberator from the empire of natural forces and destructive
passion; without knowledge, the world of our hopes cannct be
built......... Not we, but the free men and women whom we shall
create, must see the new world, first in their hopes, and then at
last in the full splendour of reality. The way is clear. Do we
love our children enough to take it? Or shall we let them suffer
as we have suffered® Shall we let them be twisted and stuuted
and terrified in youth, to be killed afterwards in futile wars
which their intelligence could not prevent? A thousand ancient
fears obstruct the road to happiness and freedom. But love can
conquer fear, and if we love our children, nothing can make us
withhold the great gift which it is in our power to bestow’’.

THE CEYLON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.

(concluded from the last issue.)

By Mr. G. V. AYYAR, B. A-

[ S S

The College, as has been already mentioned, provides
instruction for the External degrees of the University of London
in Arts, and Science, and Economics- The subjects of study
include most of the chief languages and subjects—English,
French, German, Tamil, Sinhalese, Sanskrit and Palj, Latin
and Greek— Histcry, Geography, Philosopby, Fconomics, pure
and applied Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Botany and
Zoology. Houours courses are provided in Indo-Aryan
(Sanskrit and Pali), Classics, English, History, Mathematics,
Chemnistry, Botany and Zoology. An Honours Class in Physics
is under contemplation. The degree consists normally of a
three years’ course. At the end of the 1st years’ course students
are expected to take the Intermediate Examination of the
University of L.ondon conducted in Ceylon: at the end of the
3rd year, the Final Examinations are taken—B.A. (Pass), B. A,
(Henours), B. Se. (General). B.Sc. (Special), B.Se. (Economics).
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The fees charged must be considered exceptionally ~heap
for a superb conrse of studies conducted by such a costly and
sblendid staff as that of the Colombo University College. ‘The
fee for a full course Intermediate, or Final, is Rs. 50 for each
of three terms or Rs. 150 for the year. The Examination fees,
rayable to the, University, are extremely high—a sum of Rs. 108,
fczr the Final B. A., which is three times the fee charged by the

- University of Madras for the same exatnination. Ceylon cares
for quality at any price, and is willing to pay for it and pays
most cheerfully.

Ten scholarships (five for arts and five for science), each
of the value of Rs. 480 per annum, tenable at the University
College, and awarded on the results of Competitive Examination
held annually at the Unpiversity College to students under 19
years of age who have passed the London Matriculation or
secured exemption from it. There are besides three free student-
ships for two years at the College awarded annualj
boys and the girl who pass highest in the Cam
Certificate Examination. There are also four Government
scholarships of the annual value of £, 300, tenable for two years
together with an outfit allowance of Rs. 750 and g second clasz;
passage to proceed to the British Tsles, awarded annually to
students of the University College for the purpese of carrying
on further studies at a University in the United Kingdom
Scholarships too there are for Agriculture, Forestry aund »Eugi:
veering. Among annual Prizes and Medals are the Coomarasamy
Prize, for the best student in Science, founded by the late Sir
P. Aranachallam in memory of the jate Sir N. Cooma«rasamy: a
Prize for Philosophy and one for Edueation, for Tami Literature
& Philosophy, for English, for Pali, etc. The College Library
includes a collection of valuable books presented by Mrs. Rhys
Davids, from the library of the late Professor Rhys Davids.

y to the two
bridge Senior

Club cater to the sccial needs of the students,

Information regarding further details is to be foung in
the Prospectus of the Ceylon University College which is
published by the Government Press, Colombo—a book whigh

has been the basis for most of the information supplied in the-

article.

. - The
University College Union Society and the Amaluamated Gatues
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I may conclude with a few clippings from a humourous
article entitled, “Impressions of University College”, from the
pen of Professor Das Gupta published in the Universiey College
Magazine of February 1929.

“The University College was born in 1921. Why the
name ‘University College’ was particularly chosen, is not
definitely known. There is evidence hcwever to show that the
origin of the name goes back, but does not go forward, to the
creatiou of a University in Ceylon. 'The University College
thus is a college which is eternally trying to become a Univer-
sity, but is always being saved from that fate. The transfor-
mation is yet far off,

There are three main elements that make up a College.
There are its buildings, its staff and its students. Let us begin
with the buildings. The construction follows the usual style
of educationsl buildings, known as ‘academic architecture’,
which cowmbines art and utility in a manner so successtul that
none is really perceptible.

The constitution of the buildings is bi-cameral. The
main buildings are drawn up in a zig-zag fashion, in order to
illustrate, as the Mathematics staff claims, some new geometrical
principles. The Oriental Department however sees in it the
truly oriental symbol of the Swastika. The College House stands
across the street. The Library which 18 housed here, is very
properly sought to be placed as far away from the staff and ?.he
students as it is possible to do. 'There is far too much reading
iudulged in now-a-days.

I have been rather long on buildings. T should really
devote wiore space to our raembers of the staff. Some of them
do require space, if our Lecturer in Tamil will allew me to say
so. Fortunately the staff talks aund is not to be talked about.
In this it is easirely unlike little chifdren who are to be seen
and not heard. The staff is maialy to be heard and only ocea-
sionally to be seen, as all students know. They not only know
their learning, but have a knowledge of the ignorance of obhers.
That is what makes them so interesting. They lecture for sixty
minutes because the hour does not give themn sixty-one.
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A Ler , -
ng’:f":é’:'v they g? their duty, and more than their duty, and
y assemble in the Senior Common R o

. : ) oom and drink tea.
?’;‘?; '}?OSt uncommon gathering. Here the dons become onecme
‘biwmne“zﬂén belln;:s. How their spirits rise as the noble
extont o 1 ‘z.runk. Some of them even forget themselves to the

of taking to a game of chess or cards.

“Last of all, I have to record my im i
§tudepts- They form the bulk of the éolle};zessﬁ)n\?lazt')o‘]t th(-’;
10 sprte of all efforts, the staff is ﬁndihcr iF fmpossible
compete with them in numbers. T must g T lil
—bright young people, all of them.
manupers and the woinen,

impossible to

ay I like the students,

n : :

Voo The men are winning in

—our Mathematics teacher

and hers assure us—

are good in figures. Although the men outnumber the women
?

it is pleasing to note that there is no communal feeling what-
ever and no demand for separate lectures and laboratories.”

THE MODERN NANDA.
By P. R. G.

s S aE

I don't know if I shall be far wrong to say that the Soc; |
upheaval signified by the Anti-untouchability movement, }13
not been much of a success 1n Southern India, {;he field of R: e
nuja’s labours. At all events, it seems to have been Val‘«‘lmaj
checkmated from different angles in this Presidency, by ulemn“?
Sankarachariars of Puri and Kuwmbakonam, Doul;blt:-q a e
Heads of mutts they must be professors of the faith 8:11.(1 as the
gonists of orthodoxy. They are not freelancers without g prota-
t0 execute or tradition to uphold—nor are they bioots (b tr‘ust
the burden of a bygone age. Neither Mahatma VGa;d};' e
redoubtable South Indian disciple is a match to they, I nor his
eru@ition. In sincerity of purpose and purity of tho U‘}n shee.r
Holiness Sri Chandrasekerendru Sarasvati, in .my h“mblilb it, ‘Hns
transcends them all, having been initiateq to Sa C opinjon,
Service from his very teens—and he has ajso fasbed’eno ::slrasq and
ever thinking of using it as & weapon of proparands ol:h ;n:\l'!lt‘:hout,

e eity,
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Resort to this weapon, by the way, is ever an index of the decline
of the reasoning faculty. Tt shows the vapidity, not the virility
of thought, if not also a vanity of act. The high-souled Mahatma
is a hero of many battles, and I am unfit even to untie the
latchet of his shoes, but I hope I do not profane to say that
this is the art of our “Kallulimangans’ in a climax, not the
armonr of culture; for it betrays the acerbity of the Anarch.

My purpose however in this article is neither to justify
orthodoxy nor to censure heterodoxy. 1 intend werely to draw
attention to the salient differences that wark off the old and new
phases of the same movewent in the wheel of evolution. For tome,
Suint Nanda is a representative of ¢ class of spiritual aspirants
who have appeared from age to age, to symbolise the Time-spirit,
and typify progressive thought. While bis life was a revolt against
the dominant social ideas of his community, he erely
fashioned his habits and conduct agreeably to his faith in a higher
order—<but with no intention to offend the susceptibilities of his
follow-men. To him his social taboo was a sign of his own
spiritual imperfection—not a moral degradation. He believed
in attaining social merit by time-honoured rituals, evident from
his last submission to baptism of fire. He possessed Gandbian
fregdom from animosity of every kind. To him, his uplift did
not mean the levelling down of the higher ideal. He was an
idealist—no iconoclast; a Sadhu, not a Soviet. His inspiration
was individualistic. He did not claim to be a mass jeader- When
he did, the masses declared him mad. For him the Divine in-
terceded by 1niracles, and awakened iu others a sense of his
greatness. He would not be n ‘Self-Respector’ of the modern
kind. He was great because he was humble; he was hunble
because he was Godly. Lo him inter-marriages advocated to-day
would have spelt disaster, and sacrilegious outrage. e would
not have touched his Brahmin master even when the latter be-
came his disciple, not because he would have felt himself a social
outcaste, but because he would not tear down a soclal fabric
which had sustained and sheltered through the ages the truth of
a religion sacred to him. To oue as to, him, who had realised
Truth, there was no need to destroy sociological distinctions. He
tuned hig soul to the Universal in the same way as one tunes a
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flute to his voice or a flute plays in unison with a fiddle. Diffe-
rences of vehicles mattered not to the melody. Variety is the
II.IOt'hPl‘ of Harmony. In him therefore there was no sagges-
tion to disrupt society or deform religion. I believe it wa.sbhiq
sobriety of thought and conduct that has made him the most o;
pular Saint in South India. ’

The modern Nanda on the other hand may be described,
though it may be historically a solecism, as a Gandhian product
or protege. To him his birth is a bar of social degradation. He
has observed the Brahmin desert his post for a mess of pottage;
the Kshatria has no function to discharge—disarmament is the
slogan of the age—and unarmed under the arras act for an age
has joined those that seek honours of office; the Vaisaya is Dn(;
longer a votary of commercial monopoly; the Sudra hss like hig
brethren of the higher castes, discarded the plough for the pen of
officialdom. The old-world social organism has thus become dig-
limbed and dislocated in spite of fossils of the faith. When the
Varnasrama which assigned him a fifth place has become a gry
frame, a desiccated skeleton, why should he alone be sticking to
the age-long stigma and slavery? He has begun a new caregr of
of seeking remedies. For his illiteracy he blames the vedic
teachers who have excluded the sacred literature from his cqpyi-
culurn.  For his insanitary condition he blames the local Self-
Government of the land dominated by the higher castes. For
his economic depression he condemns the land tenure and agra-
rian laws. For his social wants, he decries the caste SySt':ex;j
responsible for his ostracism. For his political irresponsibiljs ,
he accuses the electoral system. There is nothing round i ,
which does not furnish him with a cause for animosity, jj|- Iﬁ
or bitterness. Naturally therefore he thinks he should ”rumzll
gather forces and grapple with the sitnation. He does n:)t a -
to consider the cure may lie within him. To him iudivli)duse
reform is not the ideal, not even an immediate need. He ﬁugl
the world altered and mass-movement is his panacea. I, dn °
not aspire for the spiritual halo. He longs for tempora) o
He recognises too Well as the other castes recognise too e
that he ix the corner stone in the edifice built up by ¢
caste. He does not see anything like his serfdom in

little,
other lands,
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like his segresation in other religions, "'\}B,_\dm\l)t.\' i he is” A
[Hindu, historically or otherwise. e is irrithged by his wrighsd
position in the world. If he travels abroad, bagtie:, Jis coletr,
he is the equal of all; within his own c<)\1nt:y\,171'xp'fte' of his
neck-tie, collar and crop, he is an untouchable. It is intolerable,
and he has revolted.  But he has not reshaped his surroundings.
e has not recast his mental attitudes so as to enable his
reaching mental altitudes. 3His temple, in this irksome temper, 1s
not enough for him. He needs ust enter another’s.  He 1s
impatient of all conservatism and considerations.  His own
bleeding heart he belicves would bless his blasphemy. He has
aorew ontlook, a vision of wider life-old Nanda could not have
appreciated it He is stung by the consciousuess of his inferior-
rity. e burns for soeial uplift and would brave disruption of
societv.  If he could not come mto fine with the old, he would
break it e isa soecialist —not o spivitualist.  He 1s not a
Sadh: but o Sovies.  And he is the less amenable of the two

and he cannot be ignored.

Whether social disintegration or reinteuration results,
the duty of the  Drahmagnani, wdoent and aspirant, respectively
is to disseminate and derive true knowledge; the one to explain
the design and  energise and clevate the desire for wisdom——the
other devoutly to fearn the truth and abide by it in pence—not

perturbation,

“Pronounced to be the best in the field”

Practical Lessons in Elementary Science & Hygiene (Tamil.)
for ciasses IV & V As. 5 each. For Forms. I, 1l & 11l.-12As. each.
By M. S. Subramanian,

Teacher, Secondary School, VIRAVANALLUR, S. LR

SIR P, 8. SIVASWAMY AMYAR K € 8. L, 0. L E, writes— * * ¥ The subjects
fneluded 1 the books o el chosen and have been dealt with clearly and in a very simple
ctvle of Tamit, * *  ® [ <will recommend your books both tomy Boyes® School «t Tiru-
Yattupalli wnd to the National Givls' High School, Mpylapore.

Mit. S K. DEIVASIKAMANL B. A, L. T., Head Master, Bishop Hebor 1ligh School,
Prichinopoly, writes-~ * ¥ * Your books............are well done in simplo easy style
e * % [ have introduced  theae inoaey school and tho class teachors ave of opinion that
these books dse the best in tie fickd at present.
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there is no option but to ignore the undeveloped local dialects which differ in

differsut provinces and to teach T

ication

nglish, the language of world communi

Al
4

It will ulso be seen that good manners and right conduct, civies,

hygiene, and sanitation, physical training, musie, drawing, and industrial work
(fron: grude II onwards) are regular subjects of the primary school curriculum.

It will also be noted that geography teaching is not commenced till the third
grade and that history-teaching is not attempted at all in the primary grades

and buginess, from the lowest grade.
I—IV.
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PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION IN
MODERN RUSSIA.

By Mr. 8. C. Sixua, M. a,

—————p———

INTRODUCTION.

s T'he whole educational system of Modern Russia is
ivided into two well-marked divisions—the one for children and

youth, .:md the other for adults. The former is a well-reculated
and unified course of general education that, starting frc?m tv};e
lowest rung of the Russian educational svstern, lead:right up to
the Universities and higher schools. The latter is a deﬁgige
course of tralning for adults, who did not have the u sual
privileges of an ordinary education, and desire to qualify any

' n ol for a1
particular profession or occupaticn. ‘ Y

The first division embraces some pre-school insti
called purseries, which are the starting point of thke reneral
educatl‘?n for children. Above these come kinderoartegpnem
other similar institutions for children from 3—*/80 TES .
S(.zhool period extending roughly from infancy up to .the 3,e :m:
elgbt,. ends here. Then begins the regular school course gAft“-
crossing the pre-school limit, they step into prium-;.s ! TI
meant for children between 8 —12.  "Then starts th; s s
course of five years for children between 12—17 | r;‘;(‘/)O_de'y
tl}ey pass on to the Universities and higher school.s fo 1(;0&“9?
hlgher studies for five more years.  Scholars desir’nnr m’thtfl‘
still higher education then migrate into hijcher Reslen ltlo ha\'e
tutes which are also open to adults § o
border-line which divides them from ,

tutions,

who have just crossed the
youth,

The second division aims chiefly at the removal
teracy; and includes schools for teaching readin aud‘a '
aduits, for giving professional training for a de ﬁi o Oinl :
for spreading political education, and for educatrinlsuxfP ation,
workers, who have not had the advantages of the ordinb actory
cation. These institutions are specially meant for ary eflu-
specialists, social organizers, Soviet econowmists st;a,t;es[x)xr B
builders of the new Soviet regime. “In all of t,h’ese inst't)e?' an(},
says Dr. Pinkevitch, an eminent Soviet educétionigt “t]hu iona,
of attention is not on nurture, ) b€ centre

of illi-
ting to

but rather on equipping the
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individual for life in a particular type of society. At the same
time we do not maintain that nurture at this age is practically
impossible; our contention is merely that the problem of nurture
is no longer all-absorbing as it is during the pre-school age.
The individual is already formed and we can but increase his
store of krow!edge and intluence him in developing his system
of evaluations of the world.”

PrE-SCHOOL INSTITUTIONS: KIND & CONTROL.

The present Soviet pre-school institutions, coming under
the first division, arri—

(i) The Nursery, (ii) The Kindergarien, (iii) Hearths,
(iv)Summer Play Grounds and (v) The Children’s Homes. The
first of these five groups are under the direction of the People’s
Commissariat of Health, corresponding to our Director of Public
Health; aud all of the other educational agencies are controlled
directly by the Commissariat of Education which corresponds to
our Director of Public Instruction. 'I'he nurseries are meant
for childreu under three; and are managed by nurses, who take
care of the children. Kindergartens provide for the ages of 3-8,

ORIGIN.

The birts of these institutions can be traced in the need
of providing care and supervision for the children. of women
working in industrial factories and elsewhere during their
temporary absence on duty. There is nothing original here.
Marbean and Montessori foresaw it long before materialistic
Russin dreamt of it. With the awakening of political conscious-
ness, industrial Russia realized the urgency of looking after the
children of women-workers engaged in factories, mills and shops.
The first nursery was opened in Russia in 1864 at St. Petersburg
(Leningrad). Duing the last few years following the Great
Revolution, Soviet Russia has started nurseries in various
important and populous parts of the Union.

There is as yet no comprehensive net work of well-
organised pre-school institutions to accommodate all Russian
children. At the present time she takes care of only 4 or 5 p.c.
of the children between the ages of 3—7. But an honest attempt
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is bt?mg made to bring as many children as possible into these
mstltutioné, for without this the unity of public education H
hard bo mamtain. So long, however, the required number o}
these 1n.sb1tutions have not been established, the Soviet Gover

ment }’Vl”, as 1t has been doing, continue to encourage t}?-
establishment of libraries, clubs, professional unions or gluildee
and co-operative societies “which will furnish the materis;{

This, they believe, will serve to keep up the interest of
the peop].e in the cultural institutions, aund, indirectly a;rous
popular interest in the education of children. Tn ufi’xct bhe
Opport‘tunity, offered to mothers, of educating their bhildreli ac:
as an ncentive; and encourages them to let their children have
the adYantages of a good and useful education. The Peo Ie’é
Commissariat of Education has again and again stressed on ptﬁe
necessity of creating as many such institutions as possible, even
though resources and the present political upheaval d’o net
enable them to be thoroughly equipped; and even thouch the
have to be established on a very simplified form. This h;s «rivey
birth to such educational institutions as Play Grouands, )Tgvinu
Libraries, Cottage—reading Rooms etc. in  remote Russia§
villages.  There is no ado about them. In simplicity they
closely resemble our village Primary Schools. y e

AT AND OBTECT oF THE PrRE-ScHOOL INSTITUTIONS

The unity maintained by these institutions wigh th
general scheme of education makes it easy for a child to pas he
the kindergarten from the nurseries, and from the former pcks 0
ordinary schools. The primary object of the creation of 'Oththe
institutions centres round three things—nature, laboyy e
which constitute the chief content of the pre-schog) ,
also of regular school work. In a conference of Sov
tionists, held in 1927, the following fundaments) pr
Soviet system of pre-school training were formulateq: (a) «
active participation of children in the building of the;y -O‘a) ’The
(b) the emphasis on socially useful labour; (¢) the eqmbl‘;;lhlnresg

e len

SOCiety;
work, uy
1et educy-
inciples of
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of intimate connection with contemporary life; (d) the
study of nature and the development of a materialistic outlook
apon the world, power of creative ability and collectivistic
habits.”

The scheme is rather ambitious; and Jooks to be beyond
the reach of children. But it is not so. All these are inter-
linked. The Soviet educationists want to give their children
practical training, and et them in touch with comtemporary
life. Play and games form the most important part of pre-
school education. They Dbelieve that powers of organization
aud collectivistic tendencies can be best fostered in children
through free play  Labour is used here in its lighter aspect. It
is not imposed against the will of the children. It 15 a joyful
labour of their own choice—more a play than forced labour-
They are gradually intreduced to social works with simple forms
of self-service such as washing their faces, bathing, dressing ete.
From this they pass to impersonal social services such as setting
the table, looking after the garden, serving food, cleansing rooms,
scouring utensils, and doing other domestic duties within the
institution. Older childeren work in the kitchen, carry the wood,
check the quality and weight of products. This spirit of social
service they carry to their neighbours whow they help in their
work. By means of convenient excursions, they are acquainted
with contemporary labour outside their tiny commmunity. Such
excursions are simple in pature; and never hard for the children
to follow. Generally they are Jed to simple labour centres such
as the Blacksmith, Carpenter, Locksmith, Cabinet-makers and
repair-meun's shops etc.

The most important factor in the early education of
children is the establishment of relationship with the surround-
ing social environment of the child. To fulfil this part of what
they call socio-political education, matberials from contempor-
ary life are woven into talks and stories. By means of political

-holidays and anniversaries, meant to celebrate great political

events and cause, they are enlightened on things political or
social. The child has to be brought in touch with what is
actually bappening all around him.  With the growth of the
child, the character of kindergarten toys is changed. 'I'his
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necessitates the introduction of a preductive clement into all
their plays and games. The toys are rradually adapted to action
which before long they themselves will take part in, and which
they daily observe their elders doing. Thus the coffee il
the meat-grinder, hammers, saws, plough, brush ete. “enter into
the life of the child” and, by and by, displace the toy-

As to getting the child in touch with nature, the child
is made to face her both as an investigator and student.  This,
of course, is a lesson taken frcm Froebel. l.aboratory-experi-
ments and excursions, indeed in a very elementary form, come
in here. Simple natural observations and experiments that are
within the grasp of these children are introduced into kinder-
garten and not in the nurseries. They are often taken to a river
or a spring to study it. Coal mives and iron-factories are also
visited by the older children,

(To be concluded ).
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GLEANINGSFROMTAMIL LITERATURE

By M. T. R. RENGASWAMI AYYANGAR, M.A., L.T.

{continued from the last issue.)
0 OO0

20. Kalladar is said to be a great Sivite Yogi. One Kalladar is said
to have lived in the sangam age as a contemporary of the I'andyan king
Nedunchezhian. The work known as Kalladam should kave been the work
of a later poet who boldly assumed the name of the sangam poet. By closely
imitating the style of the sangam poets he bas sung 100 stunzas in  Agaval
wetre desoribing the glory of Madura and its titular deity, But the mutter
referred to is of later origin. He might also have been the commenstator on
Tolkapyam. One poem known as Tirumaram (S@mopi)sung in praise of
Kannoappa Nayanar finds place in the 11th section of the Tirunturai.

21. Kapilar. Asin the case of the two previous poets, this Kapil
seems to be a later poet, who had the presumption to call himsell after the
name of the great Sangam poet Kapil. The sangam poet was a man of the
world, who took delight in singing of war, mountain scenery, and the greabness
of kings and especially his patron, Pari. This Kupilar is said to have composed
three poems in glory of Lord Siva. They are:—1, Mutta Nayanar Tiruvirattai
Manimalsi (ap & ssro@d Sgalriia . oofn7%0) 2, Siva Peruman Tiruvirattai
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Manimalai (Ra@ugwrs Sl@alr e wanfior%v) and 3. Siva Peruman Tiru-
vantedi (Pai@uswrsr @5 sr i) These are purely books of sectarian origin
and the style and diction show that they could not have been the work of
the Sangam Kapilar. ‘

22. Paranar. When sangam poets are called upon to take up the
task of singing sectarinn devotional works, it is but natural that Paranar, the
friend of Kapilar, should have his own part assigned to him. The poet who
sang of Senguttuvan and got a rich reward is made to be the author of ‘Siva-
perumao Tiruvantadi’ (Fallumordr Samassrs), which finds a place in the
11th section.

The fact seems to be that these poets in their sectarian squabbles, were
eager to give an ancient origin to their [uith and passed off ¢heir own composi-
tions us the works of the sangam poets. \We have not heard of real devotees
singing for luere at the hands af kings and patrons and to make these sangam
poets the authors of these devotional poemns is, to say the least, derogatory to
their own honour and their faith, which can easily maintain its glory ever
without such adventitious aids. In their anxiety to see their works included
in the category of holy literature they seem to have passed them off as the
works of older poets. But if they had declared their own names they would
have done greater justice to themselves and to the Tamil world in general.

23, Nawm Peruman  (gooleogori) has sung a poem called ‘Siva—
peruman Tirumanikkovai (Fa@u@ger o gipeshilsresc). This also finds a
p.ace in the 11th collection.

24.  Pattinathar (wepor $577) was a native of Kaverippumpattinam.
His birth name was Tiruvenkudar (& @Qwsirsr—). He was a rich merchan
of the place and led a life of luxury. On one occasion God Siva became his
slave in the shape of a youih, but the merchant treated him as his own son on
account of his intelligence and skill in commerce, ' To bring him to his senses,
the slave youth gave his wife a box containing an earless needle and a loose
thread to make the merchant understand that not even that worthless article
would follow bim after his death. The youth disappeared and the rich merch-
apt learnt the lesson and gave up the world at once. He caused his riches fa
be distributed among the poor and himself turned an ascetic. In ‘the. ver'y
place of his birth he begn to beg for his food, which provoke(:! his s.uster s
anger. She tried t0 poison him, but with vo success. He loitered in the
neighbourhood till his mother died and then left for Tnyv;;datnarut;hur. He
seems to have lived there for & time and shea went on h'xs travels to several
ohrines. Finally he lived in Tiruvotriyur { #5oer 5847) near Madras. Ha, in
¢ port, would ask playful children to bury him with his head alone up and then
coma out from snother spot. On one oceasiop he did not come out but in the
plage of his burial people saw a Siva lingam. Then the people realised his
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holiness and showed him a great reverence. He was a devout worshipper of
Siva and his songs are full of pessimistic condemnation of the world and its
enjoyments. The style and diction are of an excellent character and his words
move the heart Lo its very {oundation. He has sung many stray songs about
the transitoriness of eurthly enjoyments, but hislong devotional songs are found
in three poems—Tiruvekambamalai (P3aswuwrZy),  Katchittiru  Agaval
(855481 o) and Koil Tiru Agaval (Csmufv F@ #swv) which all tind
a place in the 11th section. Even in modern times he is held in great rever-
ence.

(to be continued,

MAN’S MEASUREMENT

“A man’s noc bigger than the way
He treats his fellow man!

This standard has his measure been
Since time itself began!

He’'s measured not by tithes or creeds,
High-sounding tho they be;

Nor by the gold that’s put aside;
Nor by his saunetity!

He's measured not by social rank,
When character’s the test;

Nor by his earthly pomp or show,
Displaying wealth possest!

He’'s measured by his justice, right,
His fairness at his play.

His squareness in all dealings made,
His hobpest, upright way.

These are his measures, ever near
To serve him when they can,

For man’s no bigger than the way
He treats his fellow wman!”’

The Christian Esoteric.

NOTES.

It is with deep regret that we record here the sad death
of Mr. T. R. Rangaswami Ayyangar, M.A., T.T., ore of our Associ-
atehEditors and regular contributors. Mr. Ayyangar, after his
retirement from service, was in the best of health and with his
fine constitution, it was expected he would live long enough.

’ _ But lately his health declined rapidly
The Late Mr. T. R.  and he gave way. By his death the
Rangaswamni Ayyangar educational world has lost an able

teacher and Headmaster and we, in

parhic ) ) ) )
; tlcu.]ar, a m_nc'ele well-wisher and friend and an able co-operator
In our Journalistic career.

and sch?;frlgﬁe‘gg ?lzmgaswami Ayyangar was an educationist
pne sondlar o satile talents. Belonging to the old school,

& was good at various subjects. A Master of Arts in English
Tnt;'emture, he was a master t00 in Tamil Tiiterature History
Pbllosophyf fSaDSkrit and playwriting. Readers of ouz: columns’
will be fawiliar with his ‘Stray Thoughts on Great Subjects’ com-
pl.eted two years ago and the present ‘Gleanings from Tamil
lee.rabure'.appearing in instalments in our organ. The depth
of h}s erudition, tha sunplicity of his language and the lucidity
of his thought and expression going hand in hand will speak for
themse}.ve& He had also made his mark by writing on a few
theu}es in Tamil and English, thongh the publications did not
receive the encouragement they deserved, Mr. Ayyangar’s ambi-
tion was that his contributions appesrinz in oar organ should be
compiled in book form capable of supplementing his slender
purse. But it was willed otherwise and he did not live to see
it : cer mplished. He also distinguished himself as a playwright,
actively associatiog himself as a member of the Vani Vilasa
Sabha of Kumbakonawm.

. Mr. Rangaswami Ayyangar entered the teaching profes-
sion prior t¢ 1900 and had seen life in many institutions including
those in the Andhra area. He will be remembered by the present
geaeration « f men as an old member of the staff of the Town High
School, Kumtakonam, later as Headmaster of the Ramnad
Raja’s High School and the Banadurai High Schooi, Kumba-
konam, from which he retired recently. Wheraver he served, he
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acquitted himself with conspicuous ability, credit and tact, ever
enjoying the love and esteem of his colleagues and students.
Ever smiling and cheerful, sociable and humourous, he had a
kind word to greet all he knew and met. He was an ideal
Headmaster in whose hands the interests of the management
and the staff were safe. Those who knew Mr. Ayyangar inti-
wately will miss for ever his genial and inspiring presence. We
offer our heartfelt condolences to his bereaved family and pray
for rest and peace to his noble soul!

The S. S. L. C. Board of Madras will introduce the new
type of questions in the Public Examination of 1934 in .all
subjects, and for one thing it is good. The test will be objective
and will in a large measure tend to  eliminate the personal
equation of the Assistant Exawincr in marking answers. The
questions, further, being spread over the whole of the prescribed

matter will test pupils’ knowledge of the

The New Type  subject in all its bearings. Students will
Examination be thrown on their own resources and
originality and cannot any longer pay a

slavish homage to printed annotations.  But teachers and
parents should pause to consider whether the change is not too
soon, whether it will be possible for the students to adapt them-
selves to the new conditions immediately. Now that in many
schools the 1st guarter Examinations are overteachers will
be in a position to state their experiences in using the new
type. From data collected so far, we have reason to believe that
the answers are disappointing.  Pupils betray an amazing way-
wardness in giving anything but the right answer to the plain and
direct questions and beat about the hush, shooting far bevond the
mark.  Strict accuracy being needed in answering, pupils have

to stand or fall, scoring the maximum or nil' mark. Unless

regular training is given even from now in the answering of short
questions in the classroom day after day, we are afraid the
ensuing Public cxamination will prove disastrous. The D. P, 1
and 8. S. L. C. Board could have used discretion and waited a
year or two for inaugurating the change.
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The sweetest and the most Jasting of all natural Flower
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Write to:—
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SWARAJYA PHARMACY,
(REGISTERED.)

ALWAYE.
( Branches:-Chalakudi & Karupadanna.)

Consultations regarding disease, diagnosis, the symptoms of which when
intimated, are being promptly complied with free of charge.

AL-

NG IN ASAFOETIDA
FROM MORE THAN

We have many of the Ayurvedic medicines prepared according to the
strict prescriptions enjoined in Ayurveds with the full process inculcated
therein and offer them to the public at the lowest price both on retail and
wholesale rates: genuineness and purity of which we could guarantes. In
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Atank Nigrah Pills

Known throughout the world as the best Tonic, have scen
the light of the day in 1881. But no one can say till which
year, they are destined to serve the suffering humanity.

51 years have already passed and it is g.eemelusive proof
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On Hindu Religious Literature
By Mr. K. NARAYANA IYER, B.A.
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Practical Religious philosophv and Science of Yoga.
In English with Sanskrit quotations.

I. Maha Bharata or Karma Yoga 4-8-0
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constructive 5—-0-0
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Pre-School Education in Modern
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By Mg. 8. C. SINHA, M.a, bip-BET T 00 00N
[continued from the August [s!:&e.] KL . '"\/, .
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NURSERIES FOR LITTLE CHILDRENY o
These nurseries are pure and simple. 1n urban ar s they
cpen at 8§ in the morning, and close at 6 in the evening. In
rural areas, the corresponding hours are 5 and 9. Mothers, on
their way to work, drop their infants here under the tender care
of expert nurses, who wash them and clothe them in clean gar-
ments, supplied by the institution. This done, mothers suckle
thelir babies. \While the wothers feed their ehildren, the nurses
give them instructions about feeding the child, keeping 1t clean
and looking after the health of the child. When the infants
have been thus fed, the mothers place them in charge of the
nurses, aud then leave for their respective work. But before
they go away, mothers, who have enough milk but cannot possi-
bly return within the next feeding-time, (3-—4 hrs.), are asked
to drain the milk into a cup or bottle, which is kept in a cool
place. Special precaution is, however, taken to guard it against
harmful microbes.  Before this milk is given to children, it is
boiled in hot water. For artificially fed children, food is prepared
and got ready when they are brought to the nursery- There is
a strict injunction from the Commissariat of Health not to feed
healthy children oftener than every threc hours. Food is served to
all children at the same tiine. Formation of habits being one
of the most important factors in nursery education, children are,
as a rule, kept awake during the period of nursing.
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NATURE OF WORK DONE HERE.

Most of the work in such nurseries for nursing children
consists of out-door activities. Open air life is insisted on.
Children are taken out in the open air whenever possible.  The
windows of the rooms they sleep in are kept open to let fresh air
in. They are put to bed by the nurses whenever necessary, but
all artificial means, such as rocking, cradling ete., to lull them
to sleep are strictly for-bidden. When the clothes of the children
need washing, the nurses wash them and hand them over to their
mothers when they leave the nursery.  After the children have
been washed, the wot towels are removed and deposited in a closed
receptacle for the sake of cleanliness. The whole building is
washed clean after the children have left it in the evening, when
the mothers return from their work to carry their children home.

B
For oLDER CHILDREN.

These are meant for older children of three and above. The
procedure is almost similar to that of nurseries for infants.
There is, however, a marked departure with regard to the instruc-
tions given here. A pretty reguiar course of instruction 18 now
mtermixed with the elements of play and similar ont-of-door
activities.  Since the children of this ace begin to develop some
of their senses, the introduction of pedagogical work 1s no
surprise. Children of various ages are graded here according to a
particular standard. ‘The instructions offered also vary according
to this standard. Training differs with age.

NATURE OF WORK DONI.

These nurseries are thrown open between 5 and 7 in the
morning. The most important thing that is strictly insisted
upon the children at this period is the culture of self-help. Asa
rule children are made to do whatever they are able to do without
anybody’s help. Thus, on their arrival at the nursery in the
morning, they are made, under the supervision of the woman
in charge of the institution, to wash their hands, faces, necks,
and ears, to rinse the mouth and put on clean dress, supplied by
the school. While they are thus engaged in having their morn-
ing wash, their break-fast is being got ready; and by the tihue
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their wash is finished, their meal is ready. They sit on their
break-fast which is served by their older companioi ~n duty.
The matron stands by thein while they eat, and sees t rder is
maintained. She is particularly instructed to see that e child-
ren eat slowly, and masticate the food well. They are not
allowed to make unnecessary noise.

Table manners form another important part of nursery
education. No one is allowed to behave impolitely; and courtesy
to neighbours is specially insisted on. Not a single child 1is
permitted to leave the table until all the children have done with
their meal. The meal over, children on duty clear the table
wash the dishes and sweep the tloor clean, the matron herself
helping them. While their comrades do the cleauning, the other
children, who have done their meal, are led into the open for
play, if the weather permits. If the weather is foul, they are
etther taken to the porch or detained within doors. The games,
however, do not beain until their comrades on  dutv have
Joined them. There are vames of various kinds: some are
simple cames, and some educative. The Montessort way of
devcloping the pradually awakening senses of the child, through
specially contrived play materials, is made use of. Provision is
always made for moulding, drawing, play with didactic toys and
work with sand. Various instructive things, things that specially
appeal to children of that particular age, are put before them to
awaken their mental and physical faculties. Little children are
allowed toys to vlay with; and older children are given occasion-
a.l.t:mll(s on nature study during the morning hours. The mor-
niny hours are thus spent in play and instruction.  Tunch is
served after an interval of 3—4 hours from break-fast. The
procedure follcwed at breakfast time is repeated again.  The
matron in charge sees that children properly wash and rinse
their mouths. Then they go to sleep, generally on small uniform
cots or beds, inside the rooms.  Bub open air sleeping on grassy
lawns is always encouraged, especially in good weather. They
sleep usually for one hour and a half ; and not morc than two
honrs at any rate. On waking, they have a bath and wash in
water warmed by sun. After bath they put on their own clothes
and await their mother's arrival.  Thus the day’s work comes to



318 THE INDIAN EDUCATOR

an end. With the approach of evening their mothers return from
work to take back their children. After spending practically a
whole day in a happy atmosphere of freedom and play under
conditions and environments congenial to healthy intellectual
and physical growth, the children, happy and gay, leave the
nurseries for their mother’s laps/

SIGNIFICANT FEATURES OF THI? NURSERY SCHOOL.

The nurseries aim at providing ample scope for the free
development of the powers of the child in well-disciplined condi-
tions favourable to their growth. The rigour of a regular school
life that retards the growth is not there. The child feels quite
at home there. 'The matron in charge of the nursery has a great
responsibility to shoulder. It lies on her to create what they
call *“ a pedagogically rational environment” for the future educa-
tion of the child. Tofulfil this, the nurseries are generally housed
in spacious, well-ventilated, sanitarily clean and bright buildings
of tolerable size; suitable didactic materials are supplied in
plenty, regularity of habits is insisted upon; scientifically
balanced food is given at regular intervals; and play mates of his
own age only are allowed to play with the child. No artificial
means are adopted to stimnulate or retard the growth of the child.
Like a budding twig it is allowed to grow frecly, the matron in
charge, like a wvood gardener, watshing it carefully, and
judiciously catering to its developing instincts.

THE WORK CF THE TEACHER.

The teacher’s is a pretty hard job. Through play she
has to develop the senses of the child. During the three years the
child is in a nursery, the development of the senses is carefully
watched; and emphasis is laid on the sense organs. During the
first year of the child’s life attention is, therefore, directed
towards sensory and motor development. In the next two years
this work is supplemented by emphasis on speech, which the
child then begins to learn, emotions, which then begin to develop,
and thinking which just begins to gerwinate.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRIMARY SENSES.

. In order to develop the sense of hearing, the auditory organ
18 sought to be protected from all forms of undue stimulation.
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Children are, therefore, not placed in rooms in which the
accoustics are very powerful. Such rooms will be naturally
occupied by many children, and there will be undue irritation
caused by sharp and loud noises. Too many children are never
crowded into the bed room. The number of children in bed
rooms are strictly limited. The matron is there to see that
children do not make undue noise while going to sleep.

DEVELOPMENT 0F THE AUDITORY SENSE.

While all this precaution is taken to guard against undue
irritation, provision is, however, made to stimulate the auditory
organ of the children. Soft-tuned bells which appeal to children,
keep on chiming to lull them to sleep. Songs are sung to stimulate
the sense of hearing.  Music, soft noises and, above all, sounds of
nature are also brought in for the purpose.  Children are occa-
sionally kept in half darkness when they wake from their sleep,
for these moments are particularly congenial to the development
of the auditory sense.

DEVELOPMENT OF VISION.

This is another important factor of nursery education.
This is stimulated by means of what we may call ‘straining’
exercise. Children are asked to focus their cyes on a certain
object for a brief period, not exceeding five minutes at any rate.
Colour plays a very important part here. The walls and the
pictures on them are painted suitably to stimulate the vision of
the children.  The nature of the pictures also 1s such as are
likely to sharpen the power of the eyes. Pictures of stars, circles,
squares and simple figures are generally hung on the walls. With-
in the rooms are found pictures in vivid colours that go to
sharpen the eye-sight. These pictures have another value.  The
first reading book of the child is arranged from them, so that it
may start its first lesson with things that are already known
to 1t,

MoTor ACTIVITY STIMULATID.

Movement 13 another important factor that requires
special attention. T'he powers of movewment do not develop
equally in all children. The children are, therefore, divided into
two groups —one consists of those who can change position
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without help; and the other of those who cannot move without

help. The latter are helped by the nurse in changing their
position.

COXCLUSION.

Whatever the socio-political importance of the

nurseries,
three factors are very significant in their edue

ational aspect viz.,
(1) the emphasis on the formation of early habits,
(i)  the scope for beaching mauners, and

(it) the co-operation between the school and the
parents, especially mothers, whose share in the breeding of child-
ren 1s the greatest and most noportant of all.

As to the first, no one will minimize the mmportance of
forming the habits of children in their early years when they are
soft and pliable. Howe euvironments often are not congenial
to the formation of good and regular habits. There are various
adverse circutustances that often impede the growth of tine
habits.  Unless the adult members of o family are particularly
keen about the good nurture of their children, and unless they
themselves are well-disciplined, and expert child-trainers it is
hardly possible for themn to instil in their children good  habis,
and cultured manners. Tn the case of working mothers who
have practically no breathing time, this is particularly true. Poor
mothers! they can ill afford to bring up their children in the Wiy
that would best fit in with the demand of the State. There s
hardly any system or regularity in their home. The mother and
the futher are both engaged in the work of the State. Resuiar
and continued personal touch with their children they have but
little. Under su¢h cireurnstances, is it possible for themn to train
up their children®* Under the loving, motherly care, protection
and supervision of trained matrons, their children have fur
greater scope of acquiring good habits and lmanners, which gre,
in fact, the fundamentals of a good citizen and gentleman,

These nurseries, again, enable those in charge of these
infant schools to keep a very close connection With parents
without whose co-operation no educations 1nstitution, especially
nurseries, can work smoothly. In the nurseries the matrous
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not only come in daily touch with mothers but they have regu.lar
talks on child education, hygiene, nursing, feeding and dressing
the child with them. Matrons also pay occasional visits to the
home of the children under their charge to examine how far the
instructiors given to mothers and children in the nurseries are
carried out in their home environment. They invite the parents’
attention to any defects in bringing up their children, and offer
coustructive suggestions by wuy of remedying them. They
endeavour to help the parents to continue the training and
instructions given in the nurseries, in their homes at least
partially, if not fully. In our next instalment we shall speak
about the kindergartens and other pre-school institutions.

An Equation.

By Mr. P. R, GoranAKRISHNA AYYAR, B.A.

*

That life is  not a simpie problem of physical existence
will be readily granted. It has to be governed by moral values
as well as economic ones. In our struggle tolive, we not (.)I}Iy
acquire physical characteristics on the principle of gdaptablh.by
to surroundinus  but also corresponding metaphysical equip-
ments. We have thus evolved in the course of the ages those
mental ani moral insignia of royalty in creation, no less than
our human form divine. But unfortunately we huye not
become angels altogether. We have still trace.s left in us of
the aboriginal savage and senseless animal. We live gregarious-
ly no doubt, with a highly developed system f’f pohtfy, 'wwh
the veneer of a showy civilisation, but side by sxde. with it we
have s mechanism  of warfare and what I couceive to bfe no
Jess an evil, a highly developed order of Wea.lth-ma,kplg devices.
The former leals us to periodic treatment of bleeding on the
battlefields; while the latter i3 fraught wi'bh far more serious
consequences as it keeps up a perpetual strife between man and
his surroundings. It is more dreadful because t‘here 15 more
deliberation and decision in it than that Wage.d in the Jungles
by the denizens of the wild kingdom. We can indeed secure a
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kind of peace when the bleeding in the battlefields 1is done,
(_iue at. least to exhaustion, but from the chronic economic
jealousies and exploitation of one another’s resources of mind,
morals and material, there is absolutely no security except in
those same vestiges of primitivity. Providence has however
marked a path for mitigating the snffering while maintaining
the struggle. He has given us a learning of letters, a light of
understanding and a love grown from instinct and gathered in

hum:u.nty and grace, to modify and mould us into a marvellous
mankind.

. . .

1 Thus when the physical laws of existeuce are governed
Y m.ora,l values, we arrive at an equation which for the sake of
brevity may be put thus:—

Law + Tight + Tove = Education = Employment.

The nation which has solved the equation, which has
equated Kducation to Kmvloyment, must be an ideal one  That
f‘sta.t;e 'Wbieh has no oue living unemployed in its territorial
jurisdiction, no one eating the bread of idieness, might well
claiin to have discovered the Utopia alike of Political Icono-
mists and Philosophers. I don’t think, by the way, in India
at any rate we would require u Platonic dispensation for the
weaklings amidst us. I hope that while our prudence will

discountenance the professiou of idleness our proverbia! charity
wiil not desert us at any time.

From what I have said above, it will be seen that true
Fducation i3 not merely the fruit of the forbidden tree, giving
us an insight into the inherent Satanism of our lives, evidenced
by a passive wail of woes, or a inalignant exhibition of the
double set of pearls hidlen beneath the coral beanty of the
lips, the only vestige of the pist that we still retaia even after
getting rid of the posterior coceysian graces; that frait will
give us no more if its knowledge 1is gathered not from the
living tree but the dry leaves and the dead trunk. Itisa
compound of learning, light and love. Aund its aim and end
is the attainment of peace within aud without. Tt should lead
to th» employmeant of everyone in seeking the inner shanti and
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at the same time co-relating his conduct to the circumstances
of external life, government, race and religion, 11t such nicety
of balauce a# to be a blessing to be employed.

A drastic solution is imperative. There is something
radically wrong somewhere. We have o numerous army of
youny graduates who have received the so-called higher edu-
cation ab the cost  of their erouomic  self-relizace, and also
artued with public service-commission certificates—an altogether
unnecessayry procedure in my opinion  after having sacrificed
their all, to be subjected to the humiliation similar to thab
which some voung shy men, after collegiate life, experience at
the bar of mtrimonial selectioa by purohits aund parse-fond-
parents-—who i spite of what they call a top-heavy administ-
ration, and the ever-increasing mumber of avocations caused
by a progressive civilisation, are in a strange predicamnent; for
they live in a world of hopes made more tantalising by astro-
logers who flatter themn with delightful predictions and who
paturatly have begun to build up  a more lucrative business.—
The very problem of unemployment has found for these astro-
logers their bread, and in an age which prides itself on being
less superstitions and which believes it has exposed the preten-
tions of peelistive astrology. — And the army is gathering
strength. Till now the evil was oaly one-sided. Thanks to our
ancient ideas of the position of women, we had only young men
in the ficld yearuing for a c>mpetence. Now of course our
young women have come forward to swell the ranks of the
unemployed. At any rate they have made the competition for
livelihood keemer. [Uhough in itself a commendable thing,
Female HKducation has in my humble opinion greatly compli-
cated the problem. '

The strength of a body of unemployed educated people 18
a destructive force and must be remedied before it becomes
troublesome. The remedy is not remote. T honestly think
that without detriment to our spirituality, Sciences or civiliza-
tion, and with a view to prevent rural disintegration, the stan-
dard of scholastic education may be lowered, thus making
school-going more econowical; and higher education may be
teft to private enterprise and libraries. Kven when that is
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go?fe, 1t will not be enough to wait but you must go forward
Cgl}éogvay ttlo meet unemployment. The present schools and
rolieg 3 s ould be closed down for g decade at least, till birth-
rate, bmm-power, breadwinnine and the beauty-arts are all
mntflal.ly re-adjusted on the basis—not of comerce  but of
cordiality, not of bare existence but of Leatitude. Tt wil)
us tp reconstruct our rural economic '
agamst starvation and prove our good ser
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Examinations and how to improve them.

Certain Practical Points.
By Mr. A. S. Venkataraman, B.A,L.T.

- ——

Ir is unnecessary to labour the point that we in India
cannot but think in terms of examination. We do not think
in terms of education, spirit or life. 'The reason why the impor-
tance of examinations is inflated is that the examination and
provision of living are closely associated with one another.
Rightly or wrongly monetary values have been fixed for
S.8.1..C.7s, Intermediates and B.A.'s and there was but recently
a hierarchy of values monetary based on educational standards
though competition and the demand for equal opporbunities to
all have been found to affect them adversely. ‘The pity of it
is that side by side with the clamnour that there is to lessen the
rigour of examinations, there is a muitiplication of tests. An
obvious example is the test instituted by the Public Services
Counnission.

For purposes of this article, we do not go into the gues-
tion of the advisability of having no examinations. We have
to take soiue things as they are and we have to put up with
tests and examinations. For there is a large measurement of
agreement on the point that while examinations arean evil
they are ulso necessary.

Few men have really understoed that examinations are
a complex exacting science and that a knowledge of the tech-
uique is highly essential for one to be a real effective scientific
and therefore conscientions examiner. Mr. Wallio says
“Exawining is an exacting business carried through at high
pressure during a limited period”.  The measurement of
intellectual advancement should be free fromn bias and prejudice.
Mr. Ballard says “An examiner should be as free from bias as a
pint pot.”  We know how jundged by this standard, our tests
are still crude, unreal and unscientificc. Examining has not
yet been studied as a science. When we understand that
examinations open ont prospects of livelihood, improve one's
status in society and among other things secure political and
social privileges, then we would realise that we cannot afford
“to go to sleep” or neglect the subject.
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The situation is critical in view of the fa~t that we can-
n‘ot do away with the subjective clement altogether.  An objec-
th(? scale of measurement is necessary. l.et me not enter i.ntro
@ d?scussion of the factors producing varwbility in marks, of
Whl(?h ls called ‘deviation due to minimum  sensible’ 1. e’., in
the inability to distinguish between varying degrees of merit
expressed say by 13, 14 and 15, of the part played by personal
fnqu:mtzon or the 1diosyncracies of the examiuer, of the difficultics
in valuation due o speed and hich pressure of work in a limited
time, of the handicaps due to fatizue of the examiners, of the
temper of examiners, at the time of examiuing as of the exa-

minee during the time of examination or of the time of exatni-
nation.

Examinations are of two different, kinds but the position
that we are now considering is not sertously affected in either
case- They are either selective either for entrants into Govern-
ment service or into the University course or they are pexil'm'-
mance tests helpful in re-classifying pupils or regulating the
actlvi'ties of pupils in the preparation for a hicher or ;nhlin
examination.

But then, the question rewains the sae and we have
to set before ourselves the task of either ending the (-m,,,i,m:
tion system or mending it. The first can be more t“l,\‘i;v
attempted if only a proper substitute can be thought of. ‘ih;t-
that 1s a remote possibility. What remnains for us to &‘X:Llllil'l(‘ s
how to improve the examinations. The subjective element
has to be minimised and the objective element eniarged. [t ig
more easily said than done or perhaps it is g (:01111:el of pe;-
fection. Within certain limits an luprovement ought to pe
possible.  Subjects like arithmetic, handwriting and spelling
are susceptible of objective valuation and there can be n:)
trouble iu that direction. But there are subjects like l:i.n"n‘:wes
and history whizh do not easily lend themselves to an ob}’e(-t‘:\:e
scale of values. Here too modifications may be suitably ml-Lde
Reading and speaking tests in languages may be ill};r()dl‘](‘ed'
while comparisons, contrasts and collations and (:orre];ti(;ns
may be requisitioned in the departient of history.
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Without attempting to be learned or otherwise, let us
see if we cannot conduct the examinations without copying
wholesale the methods of western educationists. Tn the first
place, some points in the holding of periodical exmpin&tions
may be noted. Papers for the quarterly examinations may
be set by the teachers concerned and as for the annual examina-
tions, an interual examiner and an external examiner may be
appointed. The internal examiner or the te_zmher who teaches
the subject may suggest the type of questions commensurate
with the method followed and the external examiner or the
teacher who does not teach the subject, may set the paper on
the lines indicated by the first.  The script may be valued
separately and independently by them, notes of valuation
compared aud differences settled. ‘Then the mark-sheet may be

prepared.

With regard to the public examination, an internal and
an external examiner for each subject mmay be appointed. As it
is not possible for seripts to be valued separately and indepen-
dently, the standard of marking may be fixed at a meeting of
external and internal examiners. The meeting at a time should
not consist of more than 20 examiners, Chief and Assistants put
together. The standard of marking may be exactly fixed in
relation to a few scripts marked at the weeting. Difficulties
and points should be raised by each examiner. One can not be
too punctilions in the matter of seeking information on details
of valuation. On no acconnt should discussion be burked and
no false notions of scholarship or dignity shall deter a person
from  discussing minutiely. This makes for reducing the
vagaries in valuation in periodical cxaminations, for secur-
ing uniformity in valvation and for creating confidence in the
minds of exaluiners,

This necessarily pre-supposes care and attention in the
matter of framiug questions. No fetish need be made of limiting
the number of questions with a view to get long answers. Let
us by all means increase the number of questions involving
shorter answers. Questions involving essay-formn answers may
be restricted, if not altogether eschewed. To remove them at
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one stroke would be an extreme step and would me

an a break
with the past.

Our aim shall be not to do away with the past
but to build on the foundations buils up in the past. At the
same time be it said that there can be no harm m not
ing essay-form answers when they are writte
medium.

demand-
nom oa foreign

—_—

Artistic side of Education.

By Mg. T. KursuNasoorriry, B.A., B.Ed.
— .

Whatever the ideals of education migh
nations, there is no disagreement on the poit
tional institution should provide ip
children a course for the development of o healthy appreciation of
everything beautiful in the world. [y most of our schools there
are drawing teachers to teach our boys to draw fine fizures and
paint beautiful pictures. Go to any ordinary school, you will
find in the time table a separate period for drawing.  This is
indeed the class where it is expected that every boy would give
his time for developing an artistic taste in drawing,  This is
indeed the class which is naturally considered to train the boy
and girl to see and enjoy the many coloured paintings, the
graceful figures, the enchanting gardens with the setting Sun
and rising Moon. But alas! the drawing ¢luss is the I
to give the child these. What we generally see in
class is a teacher with a chalkpiece and a black board on which
something very unartistic is written. Now and thep 2 wooden
cube or a cone on a table Will be seen; the most dul}
for a class to create taste in the boys in this fine
educationalists of the school of Mr, J. Little Johns are of opinion
that the aims of art in schools is not so much to produce
number of artists, but to send out into the wide
majority of citizens who can v

t be among different
1t that every educa-
any scheme framed for

ast one
the dmwiug

object
art.  Of Jate

4
world a
ery well appreciate the gt

As Mr. Tomliscon would put'it, ““Fing])
ber that we are training citizens and
consequently the chief thing that should persis

Y wemust remen-
not artisty only,

t1s appreciation,
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our teaching that all children

cefor lirect . )
We must therefore so dir he full extent of their capacity.

may understand and enjoy to t

y < * themw-

"hat is to be done is to make bovs obserﬁe vf(._n t w

selves t?l):eh;emlties of nature. Show ‘them hthe tt}xl\eu;l;lele[fors;:g;

;md the full moon in the clear sky. Show[tlven;hem Observne oy

plains and the high hills with valleys. N a\'e“q : e by

flowers in the garden and creepers on 'the vt\}fh Aéhvine Hlessine
enjoy to the full extent of their capacitys s 19%01‘
which have been bestowed upon us by the Creator.

Here difference should be made.bptweer} 'apprte)c;uf;:;lc:iz.;:i
expression. Most of the boys will be in a pomtlfv)}r])%( ;’éey e
e or Wi'“ bif&(bx]'frvttohi?;plr)giiti\;ul‘through some

served. This expression of everyt! 5 - gh

le:jirum is called an art. This .c:Lp.a.c:)ty to eﬁgrisso;s)zsft;r;ggfllllé
but differs from illdiVid.l:‘{Ll tfo ;zglel])i;ltl},u:ve 1;;; g‘réat;n- oo
be developed wherever 16 18 Tound, it ey
e served; to make our boys ob_sene, ‘un . nd eni
'tl?hzs expression of what th.e cluldr@ ‘Lpp\l\fi};}}];;t:t H(])::yit maz
neans of language either w1th. music or the c;ses ey
take the shape of figures and painting, orin soh S w and
take sowe form out of a rough weed with the help e ease
chisel or some mud may be used for the purpose.. In

.. 10VS
) . . individual enjoys.
it is the expression in some form of what an ind

s ; e

This side of education, if well attended tio, v;l,ildm:ksl::n
boys like good dress and keep tidy. A clean b.O( y "'dna,l which
dress adds to the personal appearance of any indivi
any child will appreciate. A child will easily rea ’
important it is to have a good dress a.n(.i a clean perto e b
a boy would like to use a good soap twice a day S
face, and would comb his hair oftener, a.n‘d W}(])_ L
twice before appearing in the class with a §h1rt w Lc.ldreq\ {0
stain. These are really the qualities we wish 011}1‘150 ;air ‘m)d
imbibe. A boy who comes to the class with a air 3} o nd
dress is the one the teacher should endeavour to rectify, ho
iutelligent he might be.

lise how much
cn. Perhaps
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Above all, we want ah atinosphere in our schools which
would create s more refined taste in our boys and girls, A school
has generaily a garden. Some teachers are generally proud
that they can grow a good nwuber of tomatoes and some, » good
number of pmnpking.  But this is not the purpose for which a
school garden should be grown. Tt should afford for the children
a place where they could happily sit and eujoy the siwuht of
the srowiny  trees and interwoven creepers. It should be a
place where they can enjoy the sight of the green plants and
bright flowers.

The school walls are very often perfectly blank and only
here and there we tind some scribblings of boys with charcoul
or colour or chalk. Kvery school shonld bave on its walls fine
paintings and figures which should be hunyg up at a place easy
for boys to observe and enjoy.  These factors go a long way 1n
developing an artistic bent of mind.

The Gate of Heaven.

e -

Simple labours, over long and serene years spread;

Tastes discreet, never overflowing decent bounds:

Temper without tempests; thoughts that through mists peer atead,
Peaked with pious impulse: and cares ungilt with pounds;
Laughter inlaid with wit, that hurts no hearts;

Sorrows borne with dignity, holy and reserved:

Speech replete with sense, though impassioned in parts;
Temptations overcome, or shunned when known or observed:

Truth that turns not at every corner, but shines
Through every impulse, and strains through every act;
The self unsuppressed, but unobtruded, which pines
Not for praise or blame, living as a righteous fact;

Lead you straight to the Gate of Heaven, unshut in all the tense:
Nor guarded nor unembellished, but not fit to tarry long;

Wide enough for all the world to walk in at once;

And yet too narrow found for the faithless ever to come along.

P. R. G.

Men I have met.

Tiw Lare M. (. SUNDARA SASTRIGAL.
By “Sarya-Kanriin',

. —————

A robust citizen with a squint eye, absolutely orthodox
1 manners, gait and dress, with a panchagacham and an
upper thrown across the manly chest beaming with Veepudhi
niarks, a stick of decent size becoming the hand that held it, is
a familiar ficure in Madura streets.  Absolutely vedartic in
outlook, he was not lost to the material world. It may surprise
many to be told that the late Sundara Sastrigal was always
setting a premnum on good physical constitution and instituted a
prize out of his voor syvings as a Secondary Grade Schoolmaster
in the Madura Hindu Collece, for the best athlete.

Standing: Sundara Sastrigal. Sitting: Mahamahoupadyaya Raju Sastrigal.
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Sundara Sastri belongs to o rnee of intellectnal giants
who have marked an era for thewmselves. The late Appiah
D.ee_kshitha,r, and  Mahamahoupadyaya Raju Sastriar are his
dl‘\‘tﬂi“gllished ancestors.  Learning his life-ideals under the best
auspices, he remained to the last as aun ideal citizen, a typiceal
schoolmaster and above all & MAN to his tinger tips.

| Bern on 16 =7—1853 he lived a life of cicht decades
with more than three decades of honest service in the Madura
College. Streams of students have passed under him who
always look up to Sastriar as one of their foster-fathers, o
&nevolent soul and u kind elder of their own fannly.  Stern
n his school, kind in the play-fields and Jovial and social out-
side the class-room, he was the centre of attraction hoth to his
colleagues and pupils.  His tone was o catl, at once  weleoming
and dignified.  Never lost his position and prestice s u
teacher 1 the play-field, neyer compromised the diguity of o
college nssistant, as new-fangled men do when they talk ’qlibly
of the tutorial system and EFnglish University education. A
relic of the ancient Gurukul system, who l'uu-xym>nisvd the old
with the new. who lived a modern life with ancient ideals, an
outlock which did not conflict with the aims of old Indiu,
Sastrigal 15w model  for the Secondary School Toachers to
follow.

Sastrical understood his modest position ns 0 Secondary
Sehool teacher too well, but never suffered from infvriurxt&r
complexs the bane of the modern teacher.  He never cared to
mtroduce himsell as the sou of or brother of somebody elser not
thut he had reasons to disown thent, but he {cllowed iln- Hahest
principle that “Sastrizal” as “Sastrigal” should be known
acknowledged if possible. A lesser man misht have been parading
that one of his brothers was the Dharmaseeia Vakil .\lil}litllllg;b
Ayvar of the Vaigai Mandakapadi and Veda Putasala fame,
brother of Mr. A. Sambamurthi Ayyar, Retired Judge of Siall
Causes, Madras, or coming nearer home, brother of My, AL
Viswanatha Ayyar, one of the lawyer-giants of old Madura -
happily surviving in the best of health—and, a member of the
Madura College Bourd to boot.  Iating to shine in borrowed
feathers—disliking even u brother's—Sastrival, wanted to stand

and
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and be tested and apprized as Sastrigal, unassisted by other
worldly advantages.  This dogeed ontlook and ideal pulled him
in the eyes of the Madura Public and the poor Secondary School
Teacher was moving most cordially and on the best of terms with
the distinguished members of all other professions including
Colleve Board Members and successive Seeretaries One of the
earliest 10 join the Madura Theosophical Society, he remained
to the last 0 loyal member, of course owning his own opinions
on the recent changes in the Theosophieal world, but the relizion
of Theosophy in essence was never forsaiken by him. A person
who knew his means, knew what he wis spending on, and  why
he should spend, he never came to anybody for pecuniary
favours.  Never a dependent on others, he walked through his
Iife ns an absolute independent, true and saintly character.
One doubts whether persons placed more fortunately in life—
as apparent  positions  always  indicate—were happier than
“astrigal. This self-confidence born of pecuniary self-vossession
aud absolute rigour in ideals of worldly life made him an object
of admiration and his way to the confidence of the old leaders
of the Madura Bar and Public was rendered casy. Successive
Principals treated him with deference and counsideraion, rarely
shown to Secondary School assistants.  Sastrigal’s was o life,
of w low-placed worldly oflicial certainly, but lived wpobly and
in the hivhest of traditions of w Guru.  1le retived in fuil glory
and lived in failer glory till his departure the other day.

Sustrizal’s life has a lesson. Karly days of strict
discipleship under the biggest of persons of the times, a happy
arahastha lite, o well  praised professional-tenure of over three
decades of 4 guru in modern surroundings, happily saw  thew
end in u life of vedantic renuuciation.  Days of retirement were
spent i stlent prayers, punctual attendance at religious  dis-
courses and the most happy of all, in the happy recollections
and pleasant euquiries of and about the achievement of his
sbudents old, older and oldest, and colleagues old, recent, more
recent and most recent. A more happy, more modest life,
Madura has yet to see.

Types of such modern Gurus are hard to  tfind.  Sastri-
oal of the Madura College had  his parallel in Muthuswami
; ‘
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Ayyar of the Setupati High School who too just left uws. Some
are still in harness, many have alveady parted. 'To hear of
their parting is bitter and agonising. But to veeolleet and
remember their old youny days of activity is pleasant and
happy and always adds to our strength in life.  May they rest
in PEACH!

The Essentials of Pedagogics.

By M. K. 85, Rayaswayi SASTRI, B, sl

A

The essentials of Pedagogics will depend en our central
iden about education. There is no use in adepting whalesale
any particular system  of educational methods and ideals or n
making an olla podrida cut of many systems of edueational
methods and tdeals, without making clear to ocurselves what
type of social life we want or what is our concept of human
valnes. My aim in this chapter is not so mneh to give w
dogmatic exposition of methods and ideals as to probe the
guestion of values aud reach out from values and tdeats of life
towards values and ideals and methods in edncation,

Plato says: “The purpose of edneation is to give to the
body and to the scul all the beauty aund the perfection of which
they are capable”  Among recent  phitosophers, J. 5. Mill
tells us: “Education ineludes whatever we do for ourselves and
whatever is done for us by others for the express purpose of
bringing us nearer to the perfection of our nature.”  Herbert
Spencer says: “Education is the preparation for complete hiving.”
I have referred to these views covering thousands of years to
show that the aim of education should be to perfect the indi-
vidual on the lines of culture and character to tuke his proper
place in the city of Man and in the City of Gad. If a boy ora
girl is not 1mbued with the highest ideals of the society into
which he or she is born, if the vouth 1s not fitted to adorn and
improve the society as a unit in the human commonwealth, if the
young persons do not seek to know and love Ged and to keep
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His Commandments, his education is wasted indeed. The
educational ideals and methods of to-day may be regarded as the
acme of perfection by those who are in charge of them or who
are trained under their influence. But that will not be an
anbiassed and valuable judgment at all. By a comparative
study as well as by a reference to absolute standards, we must
have to evaluate aright the prevalent methods and ideals. While
borrowing all that is valuable in edncational systems elsewhere,
we must borrow wisely and assijuilate our borrowings with the
object of vitalising our sozial and spiritual life, so that we enrich
universal culture and contribute to universal progress by pre-
serving the best elements of our distinetive cultural endowment
while purgating the baser elements of our cultural life.

Long ago Aristotle said in his Polifics: ““There 18 no
agreement as to what the voung should iearn, either with a
view to the production of woodness or the best life, nor is it
settled whether education ought to be directed mainly to the
culture of the intellect or to the development of character.  Nor
is the perplexity removed by an examination of the actual  edu-
cation we see around us, for there is no  certainty whether edu-
cation should be u training  in what is merely useful as a
means of livelilood, or in what tends to promote goodness, or
in the disciplinary studies. Yach of these views has some
supporters.  Further, even amoengst those who accept goodness
and character as the end, there is no agreement as to the right
means to adopt-  Yor at the outset there 1s a difference of
opinion as to What kind of goodness 18 most  worthy of esteem,
and, as n uatural consequence, as to the nature of the training
necessary for its development”. Kvery word in tias passage
is even more applicable to-day than it was more than two
thousand years ago. Despite man’s vainglorious boastfulness,
it appears that in literature and ars and philosophy und religion
and ethical and social life, and even in science and economics
and polities, man re-discovers what he knew and forgot or lost
and prides himself upon his supposed powers of invention and
originality.

The humanities were regarded as all-important in Europe
before. Since the nineteenth century the emphasis is on scienti-
fic and industrial and economie and political studies. Philosophy
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and Religion are occupyving less and less attention. Art is
accorded a fairly high place but is withering because it has been
sundered from religion which itself has been sundered from life.
It must be said that as modern knowledge has grown wide and
unmense and modern life has become complicated and elaborate
modern education cannot be confined to the three R’s and the
classics. History and drawing and natural science and modern
literature and manual training supplement the three R’s and in
the higher courses, natural sciences, and modern history and
economics and modern literature have established themselves
along with the classical studies. But as yet the West has not
recognised that the moral and spiritual values are the highest
values in life and that all secular studies are of value only to the
extent to which they help eventually in the evoeation of our
highest moral and spiritual nature. History dealiug with human
achievements and Science dealing with Nature’s achievements
should be reiated to the knowledge of God.

Sowe educational reformers stress the individualistic
aspect of education and say that education prepare the individual
for a happy and efficient adult life. Othor educational veformers
stress the social aspect of education and say that the primary
funetion of education is the good of the State or the Community,
and that the aim should be to discover the proper place and
function of each persou in a well-adjusted and harmonised
society and train him to fill such place and perform such funection
worthily and well.  The forwer regard the society as an instru-
ment of individual betterment whereas the latter regard the
individual as an instrument of social betterwnent. But as a
matter of fact both the points of view are correluted and co-ordi-
nated. Plato and Aristotle taught that the whole organization
of the state 1s a means for the perfection of the individual and
that the betterment of the individual is a means of bringing
about the betterment of the State. Christianity added the idea
of fitting the individual to be a citizen of the Kinudom of God.
[n modern states, education is regarded as the prerogative of all.
Thus it is clear that the individual has a new meaning only
through bLis social relations and has yet his own special value.
Life is a uexus of relations towards Nature and Hnmanity and
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God, and education must teach us the siguificance and value of
such velations. The home and the school and the larger life
of the world should be a harmonious whole. As Lord Frebury
says well: ‘“There arc three great questions which in life we
have over and over again to answer. Is it right or wrong? Is
it true or false? TIs it beautiful or ugly? Onr education onght
to help us to answer these questions”. (The Use of Tafe,
Chapter VL.)

We can never assess aright educational ideals and
methods unless we relate education to our ideals of life, Froe.bel
says well: “Life forins a complete whole, henee in the odllcathn
of the child there must be unity and harmoniousness.” The acid
test’ls what kind of life 1s vegarded bv us as the highest and
noblest type. The means will incvitably depend upon the and. It
1s a mistake to assign the entire educative function to the school
and the teacher.  The howe and the school and the society as
2 whole are co-ordinate factors in education and must have a
harmonions view of the highest ideals of life. [f the home and
the school and the society have unharmonious and discordant
ideals, the individusl child and the national civilisation will
suffer and deteriorate alike. Discipline and knowledge as
itaparted in schools are no doubt important values but they are
subordinate and secondary compared with the ultimate pational
concepts as to the highest and noblest life.  As a matter of fact,
we have not got iu schools to-day either the love of discipline or
the discipline of love. Knowledge as imparted therein is often
mere inforination, and even that mere unco-ordinated information
related to mere industrial of professional life. It is often mere
words and not facts at ali. It is often diffuse and shallow and
not concentrated and profound. It is chaotic and purposeless
and unrelated to final values here and hereafter. A well-known
educational maxim is that the education of the child should agree
in its sequence with that of the race Every child is entitled to
be educated and is bound to be educated till it participates in the
full cultural heritage of the race and becomes in 1ts own special
way an incarnation of the genius of the race. As Piutarch says
well:  “The mind is not a vase to be filled, but a hearth which
is to be made to glow.”



Gleanings
What is the Good of Educating Me?

By A. JoBruss UNTvERSITY GRADUATE.

e .

This is not a personal complaint, although there are grounds encugh
for that. It is rather an examination of the peculiar anomalies of the position
into which the slip-shod character of our social organisation has ullowed e to
drift. It is an ironical comment upon that conventional anti-socialist tag
which upholds the sanetity of “individual initiative’.

My story is this: that the community has during the past seventeen
vears contributed approximately £ 1000 towurds my education and that so far
that education has proved useless to ine; much more important than that,
useless to the community which has educated me. The son of working class
parents, I spent seven vears at a State elementary school, and three yeoars at
one of our senior universities. With the exception of the first four of my
seven years at the secondury school when my parents paid my fees, the entire
burden of paying for my education has been borne by the State, the Local Edu-
cation Authority, and a Charitable Organisation devoted to the subsidising of
higher education. As a result of my own energies, but principally ns a result of
the expenditure of the commmunity’s money, I became last June a Bachelor of
Arts.

Now it would seem natural that those persons and bodies which have
contributed so much towards providing me with what is considered to be the
best education this country can offer, would also have seen to it thut their
money was not wasted. But of course this dces not happen. “We cannot
guarantee posts” say all these various organisations upen whose money I have
lived all these seventeen years. They suggest it is up to me to make my own
way now that they have given me a start in life which, without their aid, I
should never have achieved, and that T have uo right to expect a job from
them ag well as a very expensive education. I must look to myself muake use
of my individual initiative. Admirable advice, but it disregards entirely the
state of the labour market and the extreme difticulty of entering it.

To the bodies which have educated me and thots whose money was
used on my behalf, T agk this: Is it not a fact that il my present worklessnesy
continues, the money you have spent on me becomes sheer dead-loss? Can
you deny that to pay for my education and then have no more to do with me
is & grossly uneconomic procedure?

Nothing is more certain than that the present system of higher edu-
cation is rapidly becoming a snare and a delusion not because as its opponents
declare it is too “sosialistic’ but beeause it is not socialistic enough. 1f the
State undertakes to educate young men for the tasks of citizenship, it should
by all the precepts of reason undertuke to see that they do really become active
citizens, servants of the community which has edueated then. As usual the
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reactionaries in power demand the burking of the whole problem by cutting
down grants for higher education. The universities are overcrowded, the
teachers’ training colleges turn out more school-masters than are wanted,
there are about twice as many men with degrees as are wanted, so that the
obvious thing to do is to cut down grants completely, because the State is
wasting its money.

These gentlemen fail entirely to see that what is wrong is not higher
education itself, but the way in which the community is unable to assure
itself that it gets value for money. For seventeen vears I, and many others
like me, have heen treated socialistically, But now [ am jettisoned into the
seas of competitive individualisi.

In a planned socialist State, where education was a reality, a genuine
preparation for the fuller life of manhood, | should never have been sent to a
university if there was no chance of my benefitting myself and the community
by going there. As it is I have had all the money spent on my education
only to discover that it was the prelude to the life-destroying vacuum of
unemployment. We are facod with the astonishing paradox that what we are
doing with our higher education is very often nothing more than educating our
unemployed.

Such is the chaos into which contemporary topsy-turvydom has
landed our much vaunted system of higher 8ducation. As T sit here ut home
I marvel ut the stupidity of the utter lack of foresight and plan on the part
of those benevalent persons who took me as u small child, as a youth, with
suflicient brains to win a university scholarship, gave me the money to develop
my share of talents and then forgot to see that I was also given full oppor-
tunity to use them profitably to the community, 1 begin to realise thut the
most characteristic feature of the system under which we live today is, not
its brutality but its crass stupidity, It is brainlessness which we are up
against,

I an not a weakling and it is this aspect of my present position that
strikes ime most foreibly at the moment, the utter absurdity rather than
dreariness, of being an individual cut off {rom the main stream of life. forced
into an unproductive back-water where my energies stagnate and my
“individual initiative” just stifles in the black hole of enforced idlensess. In
my buoyant moments 1 laugh, laugh at the dear old gentlemen who have
80 beautifully wasted their own and other peoples’ money and who are now
running round in scatter brained eircles still befogged and bsfuddled by the
twin catchwords, ‘' erisis” and ‘' economy ” wondering what on earth
to do about it all.

New Leader, London.
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Education for Liberty.

We educate for a livelihood, we educate for leisure; we must ulso
educate for liberty. The youth of to day enjoys liberty that was almost
inconceivable a generation ago. The family and social restraints of forty vears
ago are now unfashionable. We unfortunates, whe then as children had to
obey our parents, are now in danger as parents, of having to obey our children:
Instead of imposing external restraints and prohibitions the schools now
endeavour Lo promote seli-control or internal restraint. Restraint externally
applied, it is held, had a repressive influcuce on character, tending either to
check thie development of personality, cr to provoke the spirit of rebollion
against properly constituted authority. and so it is better to diroct the free
will rather than forbid, to inhibit rather than prohibit. Of course this theory
may be carried to excess or applied prematurely: for a wise use of liberty can-
not, as a whole, be exercised until a child has first been taught the value of
restraint. But what the modern world has particularly to wuteh is that
libsrty does not degenerate into licence. The caution is applicable to the
individual : it may also be applied to the mass —K. R. CraMp, 0. B. E., M. A,
The Australian Teacher. August 1933,

Defects of External Examinations.

Such (external) examinutions yre necessarily conducted by exwumniners
who, except by accident, have had nothing to do with the instruction of
candidates, and the questions must be so framed as to be fair to the candidates
who huve beeu entirely dependent upon private study. All that is provided
18 u syllabus and all that the examination can profess to test is a knowledge.
at the time of the examination, of the subjects prescribed by the syllabus. The
candidate may work hard and well, and he may have the best instruction.
but the test of the examination afiords no evidenes of this. As far as it tests
his knowledge or information alone it cun obtain evidenes only of mewmory.
and not of lasting memory: because, in the case of some subjects at wny rate:
cramnming is the most suecessful way of preparing for the test and it 18
notorious that a good coach can enable a candidate even to dispense with erani.
ming more than fragments of subject prescribed.

No doubt the successful candidates for external examinations have
to work hard. 'We do not suggest that the examinations are easy to pass; the
large precentage of failures is sufiicient, evidence that they are not. IBut the
large number of failures also proves that a wide syllabus of preseribed subjects,
with an external examination as the test of the information acquired, inevitably
tends to uneducational methods of work, and that far too many of the eandi-
dates are only ** having a shot at it ’ because there is a fair chance of scrap-
ing through a rather indiscriminating test with a minimum amount of know.
ledge and a turn of good luck.

Both a detailed syllabus and an external examipation are inconsistent
with the true interest of university education, injurious to the students,

fl
-
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degrading to the teachers, and inelfective for attainments of the ends they are
supposed to promote. The insistence on a system of external examinabions
is always based upon want of faith in the teschers. The effect upon the
students and the teachers is disastrous. The students have the ordeal of the
examination hanging over them and must prepara themselves for it or so fail
to get the degres. Thus the degres comes st and the education a bad
second. They cannot help thinking of what will pay: they lose theoretic
interest in the subjects of study, and with it the freedom, the thought, the
retlection, the spirit of inquiry which are the atmosphere of aniversity work.
And the teachers' powers are restricted by the syllabus; their {reedom in deal-
ing with their subjects in their own way is litnited; and they must either direct
iheir teaching to preparation for an examination or lose their attention of the
students, Indeed the best teachors are apt to lose their students’ attention
sither way' for if they teach unveservedly by the syllubus their own interest
must flag, and cousequently that of their hearers also.

However conducted such examinations are an insufficient and incor-
clusive test of the attainment of university education: and when account is
taken of individual idiosyneracies and the special qualities which examinations
favour, and when allowances are mude for the accidents which inevitably
attend such limitad and cceasional tests, it appears to us only fair that due
weight should be given to the whole record of the students’ work in the
University,”

¥ VProm The Essentials oy @ University i a Great Centre of Populution”
being 2 Repriut of Part 11 of the Fiual Report of the Roval Commission on Univer-
sity FBducation i Lo.doa.  This Reprint 3> not for sale.  The price of the original

Heport ix Re. 2/--

Gleanings from Tamil Literature.
By tur Lave M. T. R. RANGASWAMI AYYANGAR, M.A, L.T.

(continued from the last issuc)

ALY QUG IO

26. Nambi Andar Nambi was born of Brahmin parents
i Tirwoarayur (8 msereyi) in the Chola Kingdom. He was
once sent by his father with some food to dedicate it to a Vina-
yakar. 'The child, iu simplicity, thought that the God would
eat the food offered. When he saw it untouched he was going to
knock his head on a stone. The god was pleased at his devotion,
stood before him and blessed him with great learning. The
great Raja Raja Choia T hearing of his greatness cvame to him
and requested htn to collect all Raiva literature and put them
in order. As already mentioned, the works of the Saiva saints
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were at first collected and put under 8 sections. These alone
formed the pure literature of the perind. The latter four sections
should have been added later on at the instance of Kings and
devotees, as there are a few which were decidedly sung even
atter the death of the great King. Since the Tirumurai litera-
ture should have become looked npon as the standard works of
devotion a few people who lived long after this collection was
made should have been anxious to add their own works to the
rollection. At any rate Nambi Andar Nambi himself had the
honour of having his own works included in the list under the
11th section.

They are:— Tiruvarayur Pollapillayar Irattai Mani Malai
(Dmsenr s Quadar 190 Sauwsr i @1l o ot nrd), Koil Panulyar
Viruttam (Caridp wamwanfivi dméei), Tirattondar Tiruvirutham
(B msQgram i Bpabon s sib), Alludaya Pillayar Tiravantadi
(gome_w Qoirorwmrr @amansr®), Tirnchanbai Virutam (s n »ou
wu o pgsn), Tirommummani Kovai, (#apimaléGaroa),
Tiruvula Malai (Bmapwrinr@), Tirukkalambakam (,Q\‘/bé,&.w:}‘uwi,),
Tiruttogai and Tirunavukkarasar Ekadasa Malai (8 d@sr s
and Fnsrajbsser aergsorin),  Probably this was donc by u
grateful posterity.

27, Sckkizhar. (3#d@gper). This is o class name and the
poet himself was called Arunmozhi Llevar (symandwrd Gawn)
by his parents. He was a native of Kunrathar (g i)
1n Tondaimandalain.  He had a brother by name Palaruvayar
(urevmaurwsr). King Kulotunga { made him his minister, hearing
of his great learniug. Finding on one occasion the King studying
the Jain work Jivaka Chiutamani with grest admiration, the
minister turned his attention to the study of Saivate devotional
literature and explained to him the meaning of certain books.
The King was fully taken up with this study and besged the
poet to sing for bim the lives of the great Saivite saiuts. After
obtaining the grace of the deity of Chidambaram he sang his
lives of the saints.” 'U'his is known as Periya Puranam (Qurw
yeremw) and forms the 12th section of the [lirumurai. Sek-
kizhar returned to Tiranageswaram and spent the remaining
part of his [ife there.
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There are some Tawmil books which ¢ive an account of
the formation of these Tirumurais and they may be used for
reference: —

They are:-—
1. Tiruttendar Puranam (#»#5srsrc i (praoni) by
Urniapathi Sivacharivar.
2. Tirnthondar Purana Saramn (¥ 5@ @rovw 7 yarsr
srau) by the same anthor.

3. Tirnthondar Tirunamakkovar (8 m a0 srem 5 5m
o . N
sringBagroa) by Sivagnamana Yopi.

4. Tirumural Kanda Paranam (S@aperpsasncar s
gives an account of how the Tirumurais came into existence.

5. Tirunakshtra Kovai (@ 5rewdRréSares) gives
the dates of the death of the 63 Adiyars.

6. Tirnpathic Kovai (#minina Gerewav) contains the
nawmes of the places where the Adiyars were born.

- . . ) . . .
. Tiruppathikakkovai (8movRaes Caree) gives an
account of the stanzas in the Tirumurais.

It should not be presnmned that the saints and poets who
contributed for the formation of the twelve Virmmurais of Saivite
devoticnal literature lived in oue age. The earliest of them is
decidedly Appar who, it is historically known, lived in the
reign of the Pallava King Mahendra Varma. The last poet of
the Tircmurai Nawbi Andar Nambi was a contemporary of
Raja Chola wnd the works of some later poets have also been
added.  So the formation of this literature should have had its
arigin in the 6th Century and run up to the 12th Century at the
least.  The introduction of the names of some Sangam poets
has confused some scholars who, leoking upon them uas the trae
authors of the works attributed to them, brounght dowa the
Sangam age, alinost to the middle Age. In their confusion
sowe have even questioned the very existence of the Sangam.
It 18 all due to the fact that some late poets unblushkingly
assumed the names of the Sangam poets. The 27 poets men-
tioned above have been brought uwuder one head more for the
sake of convenience than for making them as the poets of a
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definite age or a period of time. Tn the following pages we
shall have to refer to poets and scholars, who lived long before
a few of the poets mentioned here and so chronology has not
been our guiding principle in classifying the poets.  Since the
1ssue has been considerably ystitied by false dates and false
nawes, 1t is almost impossible to get out of thi

it out task to assizn definite dates to poets p
review.
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(1o be continued)

The Romance of Excavation. «

By Prof. K. S. SRIKANTAY, M.A, v, i ECON. x.

—“——

THE importance of excavation in reconstructing the past
of a nation cannot easily be exaggerated; in fact, the neglect
of this important work is in no syl measure responsible for
the innumerable uncertainties in the histery of Pre-Muss
India. The study of literature alone cannot carry us a long
way In writing the history of a country. l.ong before man
learnt the art of writing, history began. A study of the coudi-
tion of these times has therefore to depend entirely upon the
relies of their customs and manners which are found 1 abun-
dance underground. These tell a tale absolutely unpre
It is really unfortunate that such an mtportant subject as
Archaology should have been neglected in almost all our univer-
sities.  'What Archiwology has done to restope the past
nation would only be too clear if attention
moment upon the remarkable work that the excavators hay e
done in Egypt and Assyria. The works carried out in ghege
two places have becowe so lmportant that they are now the
subject watter of two sciences called Egyptology and Assyrio-
logy.

alman

Judiced,

of g
18 focussed for a

There is hardly anyone who hy,
stone. It is merely a small piece of blea) basalt 284" wide and
45" in length. The stone, though destroyed, is one of the
werld’s greatest treasures; for it has given the clue to the past
unfolded for us the romances of ancieyt Egypt- and enabled u;
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8 not heard of the Rosetta

(* Extracts from the Madras Uuiz'crsity
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in all their gloryv. The Rosetta stone
limpse the Pharaohs 1 1 soone
npse ' ~ _ ” ‘
to(;{ ll,dl d into three sections, each of which 18 covered wi b
Is (IVICC ‘ ' ion is composed o
B ing into the surface. The top section 1 comp
N the curious picture-writing of ancient Kaypt,
oroglyvphies, the € t e
lnmog?.\:} ) *e’ctinn is in the evervday writing of t}lo' mi{m y
the middle *¢ t Eeypt and the bottom section is in Greek.
ancien ) ‘ g n G
people of 406 tone i;a oift of Napoleon to world’s knowledge
The Rosetta S0 Coe g e to
l ‘wl‘l gian civilisation.  “Had the Rosetta stonedulot con:)
1(TV) i ’ . . . ~ . . have een
ol ‘n;,,}e of the vital links with Fgvpt's past would he

lightj( We might still be groping in the dark, wm)dermtg
124 (3 4 la} .

unss;llnl-] ghe quaint pictnre writing of the Egyptians meant,
‘nat a "

v:,?kiug for the ciue that would tell us.

see

More smazing than the Rosetta stone was the ddls((;o:fel‘g

the famous tomb of Tutha.nkamfm by Hovs.'ar a d .

o v h-l ve practically exhausted their vocabularies of won er

beople d"‘- tion in attempting to depict the splendours of .thlS

and adl}l_ll«:lr tomb. Inside this have been found chariots,

nxmj:wr(%lmlis statues, sandals, textiles, jewellery and many

ch:m's., - siv’e thines. Numerous are the collections of superb

ther 1";}":’:’: All chehse reveal the dazzling brilliance of BEgyp-
ri::,]\ji:ilisabion thirty centuries ago-

Fxcavation has, therefore, become a matter of g;-ezlt‘lxzzfic;ir(;
tance to-day. Modern excavators have V\"m’ked out 2 ~,Sme.1 N
"L_, g Le . They remove one layer at a time, planning, man °
bechnd  and photographing each part wost carefully before
dingranis &5 to see what is underneath them. 1t is no doubt
taking 1f ‘l.llv)e method: but is far better than the old 17th century
A (!XPP?'“I"'H«" wells and digging haphazard here and there.!
one of b-l,n :1] “n everything and destroyed the finds beforg they
‘They ““M‘ £ sd’ The new way reveals the life of the city as
were u“dfltq O(Jv(-w could do. In the early days, however, the
tl“r.(sld “L)t gf digging was t0 get antiquities to take back home
main ob,]P‘C f exhibition. The aiw of the present day exc'a.vat;or,
for purpmes.ohe;nd is to bring to light in their tob‘a,hty the
on the ot:hf;s o an’cient culture; the early archelogists were
ag

lous st i er hand, 18 g
vm'“ hunters, the modern archaxologist, on bhschl’}w hand, is a
curio-hunters, e o

wwlf Dorothy Mackay.
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historical detective whao uses every shred of evidence in his study
of the mystery of an early civilisation. Kvery basket of earth
is =earched for beads, small terracotas, bronze nails, carnelians
and fragments of stone. '

The question of importance to an excavator, however,
s where to dig. Tt is a question with which the field archwo-
logist is often faced. But toan exypert archwologist this pre-
sents no difficulty.  People had alwayvs a habit of living elose
together on the valleys of rivers. The alluvial soil naturally
attracted them.  But the river often deceived them by changing
theiv course; these people had to leave these vallevs in
search of new homes; the inhabitants of the valley deserted the
towns and moved to new places. But the houses remained there
only to crumble later on to forrn mounds.  So in the wide allu-
vial plains of the Nile, the Indus, the Tigris and the Kuphrates
the archwologist simply keeps his eve open for a rising ground.
The winds and rains help the archwologists considerably. They
blow or wash away the surface dust smoothening and levelling
down and widening the mounds in the process. And little by little
masses of potshreds and broken bricks, fragiuents of inscribed
stones or clay tablets, tools, beads and bits of figurines come
to the surface. An examination of these debris soon tells an
experienced haud at the gnme what he may expeet to find. The
potshreds and things that he picks up at the very foot of the
mound on the outer margin of the carpet of debris give hina
fairly good idea of the farthest period to which he may hope to
trace back the history of the site under consideration. As soon
as funds have been found for the dizging, the field archwologist's
first considerations are water supply and labour. Indecd, the
more or less complete absence of water in the neighbourhood is
the best of auguries for the value of the contemplated dig. Many
an ancient city has found itself dry by the rivers changing their
course; its people gradually deserted it to follow the river. The
Euphrates left them waterless when it moved farther west.
The archwologist therefore has to begin his work by digging a
well. In the excavation of the tomb of Tutankbaman, hundreds
of water-carriers were emploved to carry water for the labourers.
Each worker, it is calculated, requires as much as a gallon of
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water per day. In the words of Dorothy Mackay, journeys to
the water jar are oftener than journeys to the Dumpheap. The
only consolation for the archwologist inspite of all these diffi-
culties is the excitement of pessible great finds. This excite-
ment robs the discoruforts of their sting. In Egypt excavution
has become a family oceupation to manv. Many interesting things
are told by Findlay Petrie and others about the labourers bring-
ing eurions things from their own homes and trying to deceive
the archicologists as finds in the mounds.

The field of the excavator in Harappa and Mohenjadaro
is limitless. The area excavated so far is not much but already
most remarkable things have come to light. Tn Harappa in the
Punjab, more than tweaty walls (each going up to a length of 54°)
have been unearthed. Fach wall runs paraliel to its neighbour
with an aisle of 24' between. The walls vary in thickness. Some of
them are 9" at their base showing clearly that these must have
reached fabulous heights.  But an excavator could hardly hope
to find a more promising site than that of Mohenjadaro,
though 1t is much smaller than Harappa. Mounds rising up to
40" have been unearthed. For a mere seraping of the mound,
the excavator has had the privilege of seeing hundreds of seals,
teads, bangles and other stones. Iminediately below the surface a
finely built city of the Chaleolithic period has come to light and
beneath this city, layer after layer of earlier structures are well
on the way of being found out.

One feature in these buildings is the lack of ornamenta-
tion. This work-a-day appearance of the buildings and the
signal absence of decoration is the more remarkable; because
Indian architecture is notorious for the rich exuberance of its
ornament and the art of brick carving itself was developed to &
wonderful pitch as far back as the Gupta age. It is, however,
possible that carving was limited in this period to only wood and
that might have been burnut.? An extraordinary feature of these
buildings is that most of the houses are provided with bath-
rooms well-paved and provided with drains connected with the
system of drains in the street. These are found both on the
ground Mfoors aud on the upper floors.  The horizontal drains
2 Sirﬁ.]ohn Marshall, - -
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are all of them built of brick. The vertical ones are of terracotta
pipes with spigot and faucet joinings. There are also sluices
built into the walls for throwing out rubbish. These lead into
the public rubbish bins built in the street. The drainage system
compared to what it is in Madura must be pronounced as most
remarkable. The roofs of most of the houses are fat, laid on
stout timbers covered with planking and beaten earth.  Certain
huge public halls have been unearthed which ight have been
the meeting places of the Samiti, or the Sabha, cr the Vigatha
or the Samaja about which there are nuwerous references in the
Vedas. The houses range in size from those containing only
two reoms to those which contain as many as twenty five roowms.
The general plan of these houses is that there 1s a courtyard in
the middle, and the opening into the strects is generally by
means of a single entrance. There are sometimes two or three
in very large houses. The rooms are built all round the court-
yards, and doors and windows open into these courtyards. 'lih“
rooms upstairs have a different design and are provided with
bath chambers from which water can be carried by drains to the
courtyard, below and out into the streets. The around-tloor
rooms where houses have an upper floor seetun generally intended
to serve household purposes, such as kitchen, buth roowms, and
store rooms. Some of the rooms upstairs appear to have had
balconies projecting into the courtyard.

But the most enviable feature of the city of Mohenjodaro
appears to have been its public baths. Of the several baths, one
alone requires mention. This bath shows that there was a buge
hydropathic establishiuent.3 In fact this great bath is the most
imposing of all the remains. Its plan is siwple; I the centre
an open quadrangle with verandahs on its four sides and at the
back of three of the verandahs various galleries and rooms; on
the south a long gallery with a small chamber in each corner;
on the east a single range of small chambers including one with
a weli; on the north a group of several halls and fair-sized rooms.
Tn the midst of the open quadrangle is a large swimning bath
some 39’ long and 23" broad and sunk about 3" below the paving

3 Sir John Marshall.
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court with flight of steps at either end, and at the foot of each a
low platform for the convenience of bathers who might otherwise
have found the water too deep.

The temples stand on elevated ground and are distinguished
by the relative smaliness of their chambers and thickness of
their walls.  Whether the worship performed in these temples
was iconic or aniconic has yet to be determined.  The only
objects found in association with them and intended
apparently for cult worship are the ringstones and
chessmen. The former, have been compared with the mace
heads of Sumer, but the undulating shape and the ponderous size
of many of them make it verv doubtful if they were intended to
represent mace heads at all. The latter are sometimes of faience,
sometimes of stone or other substances. The fact however that
no anthrope-morphic images have yet been unearthed in these
tewples must not be interpreted as proof that the worship of such
images was unknown. On a tablet of blue faience, is depicted a
figure seated cross-legged like Buddha or Dakshinamurthi on
throne with n kneeling worshipper to right and left and behind
the worshipper a snake, while at the back is a legend in the picto-
graphic script of the period.  This suggests that the worship of
nnage was not unkrown,

Enough has been said in the foregoing paragraphs to show
that a remarkable civilisation flourished in the third and fourth
Millenninm B. C. That these were a happy people is clear also
fromi the figure of a nautch girl. One bronze figure of a dancing
girl has her left arm entirely bedecked with bangles up to the
armpit.  Bangles covering the whole arin are still commonly
worn in Gujarath. Numerous earthenware vessels, such as
offering stands, goblets with pointed bases, heaters and stone jars
and a multiplicity of other vessels, each adapted to 1ts own par-
ticular purpose are found. The offering stands might have had
some ritualistic or ceremonial significance. These are com-
monly found among the offerings made to the dead about which
we will see later.  The goblets with pointed bases were perhaps
customary drinking cups of the periods as is conclusively shown
by a large number of them found round some of the public drink-
ing wells.  The fact that they are turned npside down 1 teus
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was in .ot;her respects correspondingly primitive, it was deemed
impossible that the older races of India, the contemptible out-
cast Dasas—could already have been living in well-built ciﬁie% r
fortresses or in other respects have astained to s hich s‘t.'ttol ?)f
(.Jultu.re.. Menually, physically, socially and relirrihoml\" tix ir
mferlor}ty to their conquerors was taken for grzmte(; ana iittloell'
no credit was uiven to the achievements of Indian CiViliS'Lti()(l)ll
Never for a moment was it imagined that 3000 yesrs ago iw‘(m-(;
ever the Aryans were heard of, the Punjab and Sind. if n(,)t‘. n’t,l' y
parts of India as well, were enjoying an advun('(;d :11;<1 qinnullx:'rl'
uniform civihisation of their own, closely akin, but in ; e e
pects even superior to that of contemporary Mesopotamia and
that of Egypt. Yet this is what the discoveries at }l‘L;“L ) ;'m lzl
Mohenjodaro have now placed beyoud question. 'l‘hlev‘ }:xllg

the Indus people of the 3rd and 4th millenuivim B. C in ) o
sion of a highly developed cultare in which no- Ijr.ll -I\OS\";OS-
imfluence 1sto be found.? S

Ole 1es-

% Indus Valley Civilization: Sir John Marshuall. Vol |

Notes

" — ————

India has lost one of her most sincere friends ) the
death, at a ripe old age, of Dr. Besant. Coming to Tndi ).’b %;
1892, she had made this the country of her ado tiilm.L ‘““3

dedicated her all to her. She hlfts } f:n

Dr. Besant  brilliant record of magnificent ser\ticgwey ,.u
. which will live for all time. Her conbr'z o

to the religious, social, educational and political proo s
motherland, will be cherished with gmtitude‘ :1.1111 Rress of our
2l of us. ‘ d pleasure by

Dr. Besant’s magnetic personality was some t1
centre of a religious upheaval in oyur countr; "1‘ lfu.e the
Theosophist from a Christian, she propoun'd.ed U;llmg y
universal religion which drew to hLer discipleship i a form of
intellectual gilants who were all a.doratxion' toll g m’l‘lUlner:mble
of educated men and women - Hindus, Parsjs M'er. Phousands

18, Mohamadauns gy,4
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others - became theosophists and a new brotherhood came into
being all cver the land imbued with high ideals of culture and
ethics. Theosophy under the bewitching oratory of Dr. Besant
would have becorme a new religion in India but for the decadent
influences that had seb in - the later identification of occultism

and theosophy.

Dr. Besant has left India a legacy of high class educa-
tional institutions which provide the best type of education.
They have u flavoar of their own distinet from the other
Government aided schools and colleges. Mainly intended to
counteract the influence of the godless secular education and
the Christian Missions, they have developed among the teachers
and students 1 themn a love of discipline and service and left
o stamp of true culture couspicuously rare iu other institutions.
She also was 10 DO small degree responsible for initiating and
popuiarising the Scout Movewent in India.

Dr. Besant's political life 1n India was remarkable,
the Home Rule League ip 1916 and doing an intense
o on its behalf, she opened the eyes of the Indians to
their defective sense of their political birthright. The agitation
she stirred up was highly emnbarrassing to the Government
and she had to be interuud' for f time. _ Her relea§e was greeted
by her election t0 the presxdentm-l gadi of the Natlona:l Oongn:ess
that year: She collqbor:mtcd with Ma.h:mtum Gandhi sometime
rd openly oppost‘d his methods of pOIl.th:Ll warfare at other
and <l \ few years #g0, she was up with her Commonwealth
J put it proved abortive, in spite of the fervent
28 accorded by her adwnrers bere and elsewhere.
le in this country would ever be grateful for
¢ in widening the political angle both of

Founding
p,-(\png:md

ties.
of India Bill,
bolsteriug 1t w
All-the samé peop
re endeavou

her s1nce ) .
and subjects of India.

the rulers

Dr. Besant had a jOUl'na“stiG career, toc, Wh‘iCh was
{ with gimilar vicissitudes. She purchased the ‘Madras
' \d christeniug 1t ‘New India’, did remarkable work,
down the popularity of even the ‘Hindi'.
the starting and conducting of a

attende
Standard’ a1
; |
threatening bo pul} owi b
: justy utal 1
She was justrumental
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a few more journals for the spread of culture, religion and

lsocial reforwz in the country. But some of them were short-
1ved.

- Dr. Besant offers an excellent character study. Her
brilliant career of world-wide reputation, her dynamie energy
her inimitable powers of oratory and persuasion, her strengt,h’
of conviction and her vuique contribution to human thought
entitle her to be singled out as a super-woman. Somebith
the idol of her followers and at athers standing out severely
alone defying her adherents: she suffered wartyrdoin to the
cause of uplift of 4 conntry which was not her own. “I wm
not going to die until Tndia gets Swaraj” wus ever on her lips.
This, perhaps, may be considered true, if we accept her theory,
To Besant, death was but a process of rejuvenation, and, iy,
pursuanece of this, her soul may have, probably, scught anothey
wedinm through which to work out the fulfibuent of hoy worthy
ambition and ideals.

Reviews.

The Song of Wissahicken and other Poems: Mendor Publishing (
Bosjou, U. 8. A,

Jompnny,

" The Song of Wissahichen and other poems ” is by an Americay
poet Don Haldeman Jeffries und the first feature that would strike an Iuditm
reader who handles the volume and turns over the pages is the costly bindi‘n«r
and paper and the attractive printing, get-up aud the excellent illusty ;
The author i3 an Awmerican and the book which is printed and publis
the Meador Publishing Company of Bostor: is dedicated to her four c
The book is at once suggestive of American wealth or Awerican care iy
of book publication.

ationg
hed by
hildrag,

the uy¢

The volume contains nearly sixty poems of whigh the Song uf
Wissahicken is the longest. But there are othey pieces “’hic}-) ':r (7 the
reader’s attention such as Church-yard, the Quest Numeless Funtasy T the

What man can draw a line and Even as the Chyist. H““ds.

The author has a style peculiar to herself, Thers are
of influence of any well-known poet in British literature,
out fresh from her brain which is aglow with thought and

o raan ahaswvar ond  an ardant admirer of netnea mL L

0ot traceg
The lines come

feeling, She is
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colour in forest, hill and sky appeal to her most. Her heart is in tune with
the deep spirit of the forest and the lofty mountain. She is the product of a
country on which, according to Washington Irving, “ the charms of nature
have been most prodigally lavished '

While Solitude has thus her own charms for this poet, Society hasg
no less attraction for her. But here she is in a deep pensive mood and the
frailties and frivolities of man ind woman in society awaken in her traing
of thought that lead her to'the depths of philosophy Here'she is more oriental,
May, she is Indian.  Some of her lines like the following could have easily
come out of the mouth of an Indian.

Therae st be God
O | oeonddn’t B,
Thas spot of dust
That Foeadl Me.

" Nuture's Mabatma ™ is rich in imagination and desp in insight
and evidently the influence of India is to be seen,
The poet’s mental out-look and her ideas of the life here and bevond
ean be understood from the following lines:-- )
It is wall that ere the lust vote djos
And ere the virgin petals
Iide again the swestne~. of the hour:
Toeo there be oblivien,
Ohlivion thut would swahlow one.,
There on the lust step of the stair,
1t is woll
To draw aside vich folds
That hide a Nower Duy
And pass Bevond the Curtain?
The poet is foud of dwelling on cosmous and eosmie forces:
Yotir tougue, now scarlet tinged
In the making!
1oapod far bevond
Expoctant terrors of the soul,——
lguoscent as & cosmos,
An American must be expected to speak about Slavery and Abraham
lLincoln; and the lines on Lincoln are worthy of the subject.
f1e the Katirety of his Being
BPotween the Yesterdays and Tomorrows
Our Lincoln stands.

The mother in the poet is beautifully brought out in the lines
“ You - - - my baby
Opgo dav, God thought his sweatest thought,
' Apd that thought was you.
The dignity of labour could not have been better brought out than

it has been done in the poem “ Hands ",
Simple toil warn hands
Of a Uarpenter
The hand
Of the Galilesis
And verily
The Hand of God!
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* Tiaster ’ brings out the poet’s best thoughts becoming the vecasion.

To me
Ononess
Of a1l things
In heaven
And eurth,
The vastnoss
OF Lufiniey,
“Phe Church-yard" reminds us of Matthew Arnold’s " Rugby Chapel™”
Siowly, Ssdiv
Doscands the natmmn evening.
The very last poem in this bewusiful colleetion “Fven us the Christ’

is of peculiar interest to the Indiy of to-day.
e feariess, (rodluss man,

e

From Ludin's charming mystenes,
Srreode down the hindls (_»f Wings, -
Sunpty ehd, - but in Jais bresrt
The rich and regal purple.

A velvol, priceless hungiug,

That ven nridlion yerrs .
Thave draped about bi- Soud !

We extend o hearty welcome to thix poet of spontaniety who has
burst the barriers of flesh, race, creed aud econvention aud placed hersell in
jobimate communion with Nabure wud Cosmos and the Allness transcending
all bounds of artificiality and convention. The mysteries of Life and Natars
are beautifully approached by a woman, a mother and u sister.  Fvervthing
about her seews to be Indisn and very little of the Mdmericun as wo havo boen
made to believe. \We congratulate the author and hope she will give the
world more of her besutiful views through the lunguuge of poetry the apt

vehicle of best thought. .
C. A, KRISHNAMURTE, M.A,
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